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BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — At 
its Monday meeting, the 
Rochelle City Council 
unanimously approved a 
$135,560 bid from Helm 
Civil Constructors, Inc. 
and the appropriation of 
up to $170,000 in motor 
fuel tax funds for its 2022 
seal coat work in town. 

The city’s sealcoating 
plans for this year include 
portions of 1st Avenue, 
Avenue A, Avenue B Av-
enue C, Lakeview Drive, 
Garfield Drive, South 8th 
Street through South 12th 
Street, South 2nd Street, 
South 3rd Street, Avenue 
E and 20th Street north of 
Flagg Road. 

Additional areas may 
be considered by City 
Engineer Sam Tesreau 
during the construction 
process as funds allow. 
Only one other bid was 
received for the work, 
which was from Porter 
Brothers for $208,286.20. 
The low bid was ap-
proximately 11 percent 
lower than the engineer’s 
estimate of cost. 

The city’s street de-
partment will provide 
pavement patching, sur-
face preparation and 

Ogle-Lee Fire agreement approved
Rochelle City Council approves bid for seal coat work

At its Monday meeting, the Rochelle City Council unanimously approved a $135,560 bid from Helm Civil 
Constructors, Inc. and the appropriation of up to $170,000 in motor fuel tax funds for its 2022 seal coat work 
in town. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

sweeping in advance of 
seal coat operations. The 
city will also be participat-
ing in the Ogle County 
seal coat operations at 
a cost of approximately 
$18,000 along Queens 
Road adjacent to Flagg 
Township. This will also 

be paid from the city’s 
motor fuel tax funds and 
will be paid to the county 
once the work is complete.

Fire agreement
The council unani-

mously approved a mo-
tion authorizing City 

Manager Jeff Fiegenschuh 
to execute an intergovern-
mental agreement with the 
Ogle-Lee Fire Protection 
District, which consists of 
departments in Steward, 
Hillcrest, Flagg Center 
and Creston. 

The city and Rochelle 

Fire’s current agreement 
with the OLFPD is set to 
expire on Sept. 30. Ac-
cording to the meeting’s 
agenda packet, the current 
contract is working well 
for both organizations. 

See CITY page 5

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — A 
Sunday afternoon base-
ment fire at a home on 
North 11th Street in Ro-
chelle ended with no 
injuries to its residents 
or pets, Rochelle Fire 
Department Chief Dave 
Sawlsville said. 

At about 12:35 p.m. 
Rochelle Fire was called to 
a report of heavy smoke at 
956 N. 11th Street. First re-
sponders to the scene were 
told by the homeowner that 
the fire was in the basement 
and took a hose line down 
and found “really thick, 
black smoke” that they 
were unable to see through, 
Sawlsville said. 

A thermal imaging cam-
era was used to locate the 
fire in the corner of the 
basement and aerosol cans 
started to explode in the 
area of the fire. 

“They located the area 
and were able to get a good 
knock on that,” Sawlsville 
said. “On Sundays, some-
times staffing is a little 
short. We ended up having 
to call mutual aid compa-
nies from Ogle-Lee Fire 

No injuries after local basement fire
RFD Chief Sawlsville: Home’s residents and pets vacated safely

A Sunday afternoon basement fire at a home on North 11th Street in Rochelle ended with no injuries to its 
residents or pets, Rochelle Fire Department Chief Dave Sawlsville said. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

Protection District, Still-
man Valley Fire and Lynn-
Scott-Rock Fire. Ogle-Lee 
responded with an engine, 
Lynn-Scott-Rock brought 
an engine and Stillman Val-

ley covered our station with 
an ambulance. The initial 
crew kept the fire confined 
to that corner.”

Sawlsville said fire 
crews were told on scene 

that there was a dog and a 
lizard still inside at the time 
of the fire. Both pets were 
located safely and are go-
ing to be OK, he said. The 
Rochelle Fire chief said the 

home is going to be OK 
structurally, but had heavy 
smoke damage throughout 
its interior. 

See FIRE page 5
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BY VICKI SNYDER-CHURA
SPECIAL TO THE NEWS-LEADER

ROCHELLE — Ro-
chelle Township High 
School Alumnae Hannah 
Busching has completed 
her fifth year teaching, but 
began her commitment to 
service as a high school 
freshman. She began us-
ing the Spanish she was 
learning at the Hand in 
Hand Mission downtown, 
gaining more inspiration 
while traveling throughout 
Mexico. 

Graduating from Au-
gustana College, she re-
turned to Rochelle to 
teach bilingual grade one 
at Central School, then 
English-Spanish language 
at Rochelle Middle School 
and then came to RTHS 
where she has taught 
Spanish 1, Spanish 2, and 
Native Speakers.

While here, she has 
coached speech and been 
advisor for International 

Club which allows her to 
share her love of culture.

She said she loves all 
of the connections she 
has made in Rochelle over 
the last 21 years and has 
enjoyed knowing younger 
siblings of her students 
were next in her classes.

Outside of her class-
room she has enjoyed 
singing with the Praise 
Team at the First Presby-
terian Church as well as 
working with the church 
youth group, vacation 
bible school. She helped 
establish the church’s 
ESL program, served with 
Reaching Out to Christ’s 
Kids retreat, acted with the 
Vince Carney Community 
Theater and competed 
through park district pro-
grams like tennis.

It is ironic that the song 
she and the faculty band 
performed for seniors, 
Green Day’s Time of Your 
Life, is an ode about em-
bracing all that lies ahead.

Hannah is leaving 
RTHS to fulfill a lifelong 
dream. She has accepted a 
position to teach ESL and 
one middle school Bible 
class with the Mercy Ships 
Academy aboard the Glob-
al Mercy.  She will land 
on Tenerife in the Canary 
Islands to begin teaching 
aboard the ship!  The ship 
will sail from Tenerife to 
various countries in Afri-
ca, mainly on the western 
coast.  

“I’ll be teaching the 
crew members’ children — 
so the kids of the doctors, 
cooks, mechanics, nurses, 
etc.,” Busching said. “The 
ship has an incredibly in-
ternational population, and 
I’m really looking forward 
to teaching and engaging 
with a new, multicultural 
community, both on and 
off the ship!” 

Congratulations and 
farewell Hannah. We hope 
you have the time of your 
life.

BY VICKI SNYDER-CHURA
SPECIAL TO THE NEWS-LEADER

ROCHELLE — Ro-
chelle Township High 
School District 212 recently 
announced that RTHS 
Athletic Secretary Ronda 
Poliska is recipient of the 
Illinois Principals Associ-
ation 2022 Non-Certified 
Support Personnel award 
for the state’s Northwest 
Region. 

In his nomination, RTHS 
Principal Dr. Chris Lewis 
wrote, “Ronda has been 
an RTHS athletic/activities 
secretary for the past 18 
years. She worked with 
former Athletic Director 
Kevin Crandall and helped 
smooth the transition for 
our current RTHS AD Rich 
Harvey four years ago. This 
was to a great extent due 
to Ronda’s leadership and 
expertise.

“From bus schedules, 
checking on officials, mak-
ing sure students submit 
required paperwork, and 
weekly eligibility reports, 
her day is hectic. Rather 
than enumerating her long 
list of daily tasks, I want 
to note she checks student 
grades, acting as a conduit 
between teachers, students, 
parents, and coaches in or-

Poliska wins IPA Non-Certified 
Support Personnel Award

der to help the student max-
imize their performance 
in the classroom. Without 
Mrs. Poliska keeping an eye 
on student performance, far 
more students would risk 
becoming ineligible.” 

“I can’t thank Ronda 
enough for all she does for 
RTHS athletics and activ-
ities,” Lewis continued. 
“She keeps things going at 
that end of the campus. Her 
organization and leadership 
keep everyone on track, 
providing our kids the best 
experience possible. I can’t 

think of a better person to 
receive this IPA leadership 
award.”

Of the recognition, Mrs. 
Poliska said, “While I am 
honored to be our region’s 
recipient, it is important to 
point out that I have been 
fortunate to work with 
teachers and staff commit-
ted to achieving our goal of 
providing the best educa-
tional opportunities for all 
students. This recognition is 
a byproduct of the dedicated 
professionals I work with in 
Rochelle.” 

Rochelle Township High School District 212 recently 
announced that athletic secretary Ronda Poliska is 
the recipient of the Illinois Principals Association 
2022 Non-Certified Support Personnel award for the 
state’s Northwest Region. 

(COURTESY PHOTO)

ROCHELLE — The 
Roberts Armory World War 
II Museum will be open on 
Memorial Day, Monday, 
May 30 from 1-4 p.m. 

The Higgins Boat will be 
open for viewing, weather 
permitting. The next open-
ing will be Aug. 20. To get 
to the museum, follow the 
signs on the Army truck 

at Illinois Route 251 and 
Intermodal Drive (approx-
imately three miles). 

Many WWII artifacts 
are on display including 
tanks, trucks, cannons and 
Rochelle News-Leader 
newspapers from 1945 
presenting photographs 
of Rochelle residents who 
served during World War 

II.  Museum vehicles will 
also be in the Memorial Day 
parade in Rochelle. 

More information is 
available on the Rochelle 
website at: http://www.
enjoyrochelle.com/on-
line-directory/what-to-do/
history-attractions/rob-
ert-s-armory.html. There 
is no admission charge.

Roberts Armory WWII Museum 
opening on Memorial Day

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Busching earns RTHS Student 
Council’s Upbeat Attitude Award

Rochelle Township High School Alumnae Hannah Busching recently received the 
RTHS Student Council’s Upbeat Attitude Award.
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BY VICKI SNYDER-CHURA
SPECIAL TO THE NEWS-LEADER

ROCHELLE — The 
following Rochelle Town-
ship High School lan-
guage students earned the 
2021–22 RTHS Foreign 
Language Quarterly Merit 
Award for this school year. 

French students hon-
ored were Aaliyah Losoya, 
Jimmy Chavez, Grecia 
Orozco and Andy Bus-
kohl. Honored Spanish 
students were Julia Liv-
ingston, Alivia Henkel, 
Erick Fulgencio Milán and 
John Green.

Raul Aguirre, son of  
Mr. and Mrs. Aguirre 

of Rochelle, earned this 
year’s El Premio Quetzal-
coatl, the highest RTHS 
Spanish Award, for out-
standing work as an AP 
Spanish student. This 
award was presented to 
Raul by Mrs. Eva Lenkai-
tis, RTHS Spanish teacher, 
at a banquet on May 2 to 
honor French and Spanish 
language award winners.  

Each year RTHS Span-
ish teachers honor their 
best Spanish students 
who are chosen for their 
skills and enthusiasm 
in their Spanish studies. 
Raul plans to continue his 
academic achievements 
to one day become an 

architect.
Margaux DaCosta, 

daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
DaCosta of Rochelle, is 
the winner of this year’s 
highest RTHS French 
Award, the Prix de Mérite, 
for her efforts as an out-
standing senior French 4 
student.  

This award was pre-
sented by Mrs. Elizabeth 
Cartwright, RTHS French 
teacher, at a banquet on 
May 2 to honor French and 
Spanish language award 
winners. Each year RTHS 
the French Teacher honors 
her best French students 
who are chosen for their 
skills and enthusiasm in 

their French studies. Next 
year Margaux plans to 
continue her studies at 
Kishwaukee College to 
become a dental hygienist.

Riley Flanagan, daugh-
ter of  Mr. And Mrs. Fla-
nagan of Lindenwood, 
earned this year’s El 
Premio Quetzalcoatl, the 
highest RTHS Spanish 
Award, for outstanding 
work as an dual credit 
Spanish 4 student. This 
award was presented to 
Riley by Mrs. Eva Lenkai-
tis. In the fall, Riley will 
attend Carthage College to 
pursue a degree in public 
relations and graphic 
design. 

RTHS names foreign language 
quarterly merit award winners

The following Rochelle Township High School language students earned the 2021-22 RTHS Foreign Language 
Quarterly Merit Award for this school year. Above are Erick Fulgencio, Jimmy Chavez, Aaliyah Losoya, Grecia 
Orozco, Andy Buskohl and Raul Aguirre. Below are Margaux DaCosta (left) and Riley Flanagan (right).

(COURTESY PHOTOS)

ROCHELLE — St. 
Paul Lutheran School 
recently named its fourth 
quarter high honor roll and 
honor roll lists. 

Fourth quarter high 
honor roll: Isabella Biggs, 
Meredith Bruns, Hai-
ley Bunger, Alison Dyer, 

Cambrey Rodeghero, 
Owen Carmichael, John-
ny Chadwick, Magdalene 
Good, Jillian Bruns, DeL-
aney Heal, Mia Heitkamp, 
Tyler Johnson, Axel Alsop, 
Joey Chadwick, Esam Far-
raj and Makenzie Johnson.  

Fourth quarter honor 

roll: Paloma Albaugh, 
Corrie Hill, Jorja Mul-
holland, Bane Workman, 
Brody Bruns, Ben Miller, 
Taylor Rogers, Warren 
Schweitzer, Mackenzie 
Bybee, Cohen Haedt, Eli 
Schweitzer, Chase Atkin-
son, Braxton Bruns, Hai-

ley Chapman, Annaliese 
Cox, Elijah Good, Owen 
Heitkamp, Om Shah and 
Vinny Tornabene. 

The 2022 St. Paul 
valedictorian was Hailey 
Bunger and the salutato-
rian was Cambrey Rode-
ghero.

St. Paul names fourth quarter honor roll

BY VICKI SNYDER-CHURA
SPECIAL TO THE NEWS-LEADER

ROCHELLE — The 
fact that Kurt Wolter is 
adaptable and eager to 
learn new technologies he 
can teach his students has 
been elemental to his suc-
cess at Rochelle Township 
High School. Drafting and 
the technology courses 
Wolter has taught have 
changed immensely over 
the years.

Colleague Glen Meh-
rings says he appreciates 
Wolter’s ability to change 
it up. “Kurt, Rick Bunton 
and I were once sitting 
around troubled over a 
kink in a new computer 
program. Frustrated, I re-
marked I was ready to quit 
(working on it) and Kurt 
says, ‘Gentlemen, are we 
mice or are we men?  We 
are men and we are going to 
conquer this.’” Mehrings 
said eventually, they did!

You may or may not 
have utilized one of 
Wolter’s production design 
students’ locker shelving 
units. His students made, 
sold and stored them for 
students over summers.

Bunton said, “Kurt is 
one of the most diligent 
and hardworking people 
I taught with. It didn’t 
matter if it was teaching 

or not…he was always 
focused on the matter at 
hand. We spent a lot of 
time together on the road 
to conferences. Kurt was 
always looking for an au-
thentic experience, so we 
ate and drank in some fun 
and interesting places. The 
best was a hole in the wall 
in Nashville that featured 
live country music. They 
played requests, so we tried 
to play ‘Stump the Band,’ 
but we never did.”

Over the course of his 
career, Wolter has taught 
drafting, CAD comput-
er-aided drafting, business 
technology, game design, 
product management, in-
ternet technology, com-
puter coding, drafting, 
engineering, robotics and 
introduced students to 3-D 
printing.  He has long de-
signed and created sets for 
the theater department and 
was a Kishwaukee College 
adjunct professor.

Wolter started in August 
1993 as industrial technol-
ogy teacher and assistant 
girls track coach. He was 
head cross country coach 
1995-1996 and oversaw the 
summer running program. 
Kurt was the assistant play 
director 2005-2006, play 
director 2006-2007 and 
technology department 
chair 2008-2009.

Wolter retiring from 
RTHS as production 
technology teacher

(COURTESY PHOTO)

RTHS production technology teacher Kurt Wolter 
(right) is retiring after nearly 30 years at the school.

OREGON — Ear-
ly voting for all Ogle 
County precincts began 
Thursday, May 19 at the 
historic courthouse. The 
hours will be Monday 
through Friday from 8:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. with the 
exception of holidays.

As part of the candi-
date certification process, 

Governor – Democratic 
Primary contest is under 
review by the courts. A 
judge may order a change 
to the ballot in that con-
test.

If you choose to vote 
early in that race, you will 
not be able to vote again 
should the court order a 
ballot change. 

County Clerk releases 
early voting notice
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One Less Thing To Worry About
Since 1976

Obituaries Hershel L. Burton
MADISONVILLE, 

Tenn. — Hershel L. Bur-
ton, 83, of Madisonville, 
Tennessee was called by 
his Lord and Savior to his 
Heavenly home on May 
15. He was born in Cherry 
Valley, Arkansas, the son 
of Elay and Faye (Watson) 
Burton on Jan. 3, 1939. He 
married Gayle Futrell at 
the Landmark Missionary 
Baptist Church on June 27, 
1959 in Rockford. 

Hershel worked his 
whole life, first starting out 
at Rochelle Printing and 
then beginning in the early 
1970s started selling insur-
ance from which he retired 
after more than 40 years. 
Hershel loved the Lord, en-
joyed attending church and 
was a faithful Christian. 

He was a Sunday school 
teacher and song leader 
for the congregational 
singing every Sunday. 
Hershel liked spending 

time outdoors whether it 
was hunting, fishing or just 
being with his family. More 
recently he enjoyed play-
ing guitar with his special 
friends at the music jam 
sessions while wintering 
in Texas. 

In addition to his par-
ents, Hershel was preceded 
in death by two brothers, 
Jerry and Eddie Burton, 
and a nephew, Tim Burton. 
Surviving are his wife of 
almost 63 years, Gayle of 
Madisonville, Tennessee; 
his son Vinnie (Lisa) Bur-
ton of Vonore, Tennessee; 
his daughter Christy (Chad) 
Hall of Gallatin, Tennessee; 
sisters: Norma (Harry) Cot-
ton of Moon Lake, Missis-
sippi and Jeannie (Dickie) 
Poe of Fulton, Mississippi; 
brother: Tommy Burton of 
Horn Lake, Mississippi; 5 
grandchildren: Jake (Ra-
chel) Burton of Vonore, 
Tennessee, Katie (Matt) 

Gille of Crete, Illinois, 
Skylar and Graham Hall 
of Gallatin, Tennessee 
and Riley Hall of Monroe 
Center; four great grand-
children: Mia, Brody and 
Declan Burton of Vonore, 
Tennessee, and Ella Gille of 
Crete, Illinois and several 
nieces and nephews.

He was a devoted hus-
band, father, grandfather, 
great grandfather, brother, 
uncle and friend and he 
will be greatly missed by 
all who knew him.

There will be a memo-
rial service held at a later 
date.

ROCHELLE — Sally 
Anne Misciasci, 75, passed 
away Friday, May 20 sur-
rounded by her family. 
Sally was born on March 5, 
1947, to Kenneth & Alice 
Smith in Linton, Indiana. 
She worked at Kishwaukee 
College for many years. 
After a 17-year “secret 
engagement” on March 
5, 1999, she married Tom 
Misciasci in Jamaica.

Sally was an avid golfer, 
knitted countless baby blan-
kets for friends and family, 
and enjoyed spending time 
with her grandkids. Sally 
always enjoyed spending 
time with her life-long 
friend Joyce Manning. 
In the past few years, she 
experienced the effects of 
Alzheimer’s. In the last 
few days, she was able to 
briefly communicate; en-
joyed singing songs with 
her great granddaughter 
Hazyl and her “honorary” 
granddaughter Jasmine. 
She enjoyed a good laugh 
with her children, Denise 
and Dan, and her grand-

ROCHELLE — Bar-
bara Ann Stewart, 81, of 
Rochelle and formerly 
of Dixon, passed away 
peacefully on Monday, 
May 23 after a battle with 
cancer at Northwestern 
Medicine Kishwaukee 
Hospital in DeKalb.  
Barbara was born May 12, 
1941, in Dixon, the daugh-
ter of Ralph Jennings and 
Kathryn (Dimmig) Lusz. 
She graduated from Amboy 
High School in 1959. 

Barbara married David 
Stewart on Sept. 5, 1959, in a 
ceremony on the Lusz fam-
ily farm in Eldena, Illinois.  
David and Barbara lived in 
Sandwich for over 30 years 
where Barbara worked 
as a librarian at the pub-
lic library. She was an 
award-winning artist win-
ning many state awards. 

Barbara was also a mem-
ber of the legacy group 
of classmates called the 
“chicks” who met regular-
ly for over 30 years. She 
currently lived in Rochelle 
where she attended St. 
Paul Lutheran Church and 
served on various com-
mittees.

She is survived by her 
husband of 62 years, David 
Stewart of Rochelle; son-
in-law, Raymond (Bud) 
Forrer, III; two grandsons, 
Alan (Kristina Ekes) Day, 
and Richard (Lainee) Day; 
and one great-granddaugh-
ter, Arayah Day; several 
nieces and nephews and a 
special sister-in-law Peggy 
Lusz. 

Barbara was preceded 
in death by her parents; 
one daughter, Dawn Day; 
three brothers, Larry Dean 

Lusz, John William Lusz 
and Bruce Gregory Lusz.

A memorial service 
will be held at a later 
date. Cremation Rites 
have been accorded. 
In lieu of flowers, a memo-
rial has been established to 
St. Paul Lutheran Church, 
1415 10th Ave., Rochelle, 
IL 61068.

Arrangements were com-
pleted by Preston-Schilling 
Funeral Home in Dixon. 
Condolences may be sent 
to prestonschilling.com.

Barbara Ann Stewart

Sally Anne Misciasci
daughter Amanda. These 
last few moments of clarity 
will always be cherished.

Sally is survived by five 
children: Denise (David) 
Fry of Rochelle, Edward 
(Julie) Greffe of Gobles, 
Michigan, Daniel (Tan-
ya) Greffe of Newark, 
Illinois, Thomas (Gina) 
Misciasci Jr., of Burleson, 
Texas and Tammy Mellor 
of Rochelle; 12 grand-
children: Stephanie (Jed 
Frey) Misciasci, Anthony 
(Kelsie) Misciasci, Krystal 
(Owen) Freeman, Kate-
lynn (Cody) Clark, Aman-
da (Charles Kinney) Fry, 
Wesley (Krystyn) Mellor, 
Hannah Misciasci, Kelsey 
Crosby, Emma Greffe, 
Sarah Greffe, Tucker Greffe 
and Avery Greffe; 12 great 
grandchildren and one 
sister, Connie Mershon of 
Rochelle.

In addition to her par-
ents, Sally was preceded 
in death by her beloved 

husband, Tom; brother, 
Ron Smith; sister-in-law, 
Jan Smith; brother-in-law, 
Charles Mershon; and son-
in-law, Bradley Mellor.

Celebration of Life will 
be from 5-6 p.m., Wednes-
day, May 25 at the Ung-
er-Horner Funeral Home, 
400 N. 6th St., Rochelle. A 
small service will follow at 
6 p.m., with Pastor Kather-
ine Paisley officiating. In 
lieu of flowers, memorials 
may be made in Sally’s 
memory to Rochelle United 
Methodist Church. 

Visit www.ungerhorner.
com to sign the online guest 
book.

ROCHELLE — On 
May 17, Antwon M. Wood-
son, 29, of Rochelle was 
arrested on two outstanding 
Ogle County warrants and 
transferred.

On May 21, Jason L. 
Otten, 44, of Rochelle was 
arrested on an outstanding 
Ogle County warrant and 
transferred.

On May 21, Arturo P. 
Pena, 23, of Rochelle was 
arrested on an outstanding 
Ogle County warrant. 
He paid $814 and was 
released.

On May 21, Kristen J. 
Hoekstra, 32, of Steward 
was arrested on an out-
standing Ogle County war-
rant. She paid $201 and was 
released and given a June 

8 Ogle County court date.
On May 21, Christopher 

D. McGill, 37, of DeKalb 
was cited for leaving the 
scene of an accident and 
improper lane usage. He 
signed a promise to com-
ply and was given a July 8 
Rochelle court date.

On May 23, Matthew J. 
Fronk, 24, of Rochelle was 
arrested for driving while 
license suspended. He was 
released on an I-Bond and 
given a July 8 Rochelle 
court date.

On May 23,  Jesse J. Mo-
hica, 21, of Rochelle was 
arrested on an outstanding 
Ogle County warrant and 
a Lee County warrant. He 
paid $476 and was released 
with no court date.

Rochelle Police Department

Officers make arrests

ROCHELLE — Bob 
Erwin of Rochelle passed 
away in Sycamore on May 
20. He was 95 years old.

Bob was a husband, 
fa ther,  grandfa ther, 
great-grandfather, teach-
er, coach, mentor, leader, 
humanitarian, substitute 
father and friend. He 
was kind, generous, lov-
ing, compassionate, hon-
orable, moral, humble, 
soft-spoken and faithful. 
His influence will live on 
through his family, his 
students, his athletes and 
many of the other lives he 
touched.

Robert Herman Erwin 
was born on Jan. 3, 1927, 
in Kansas City, Missouri 
to Harvey “Cecil” and 
Minnie “Gladys” (Chap-
man) Erwin. He had one 
younger brother, Tom. 
His father worked for 
the Kansas City Power 
and Light Company and 
his mother was a teacher 
and principal. Bob spent 
many summer months on 
his grandfather’s farm in 
nearby rural Missouri. He 
was a Boy Scout and later 
became a youth leader 
in the Scouts. He played 
football, basketball and 
competed in track and field 
in high school.

Bob attended Southeast 
Missouri State University 
for a year and enrolled in 
the V-12 program, simi-
lar to today’s ROTC, to 
prepare for a commission 
in the military. He trans-
ferred to Iowa State Uni-
versity where he earned 
his B.S. in mathematics 
while also continuing his 
preparatory work for the 
Navy and playing football 
for the Cyclones. After 
graduating, Bob took a 
job teaching math and 
coaching at Clear Lake 
High School in Clear 
Lake, Iowa. While there, 
he met Gloria Scott and 

they married in 1952. They 
lived in Clear Lake except 
for two years of active 
duty in Charleston, South 
Carolina.

Bob’s active duty in-
cluded a brief time during 
the Korean War, when 
he was assigned to a 
mine-sweeper in the Med-
iterranean Sea. While 
they were stationed in 
Charleston, Bob and Glo-
ria’s first child was born 
shortly after the war. Bob 
was fortunate to be home 
just long enough to hold 
his new daughter before 
reporting back to his ship 
in the Caribbean. The next 
two Erwin children were 
born in Clear Lake and in 
1957 the family moved 
to Rochelle, where he 
continued teaching math 
and coaching. The last of 
their children was born 
in Rochelle. Bob earned 
his master’s degree from 
Northern Illinois Uni-
versity while teaching 
in Rochelle. He coached 
football, basketball and 
track and field for years, 
coaching track and field 
until he retired in 1989.

Bob continued serving 
his country in the Naval 
Reserve, attaining the rank 
of lieutenant commander 
before his military retire-
ment. Because students 
saw him in uniform out-
side of school, he got the 
nickname “Captain Bob.” 
The family took numerous 
trips across the country 
for his summer reserve 
duty, camping from coast 
to coast while heading 
to bases in San Diego or 
Newport, Rhode Island. 
They took many circuitous 
routes, visiting as many 
states as possible as well 
as Canada and Mexico.

Bob had many “ex-
tra-curricular” activities. 
Many summers he painted 
houses with a crew of 

other teachers. His hob-
bies included gardening, 
reading, macrame, stained 
glass, refinishing antique 
furniture and coin col-
lecting. He played bridge 
with Gloria and friends for 
decades and later scored 
enough points to earn 
the title of Life Master 
through his involvement 
with a bridge club in Rock-
ford. After Gloria passed 
away in 1997, he traveled 
the world doing humani-
tarian work with Global 
Volunteers in Australia, 
the Cook Islands, Mexico, 
Ecuador, Northern Ireland 
and to the Black Feet 
Indian Reservation near 
Glacier National Park in 
Montana. His family has 
fond memories of volun-
teering with him on the 
Montana trip. Bob served 
First Presbyterian Church 
of Rochelle in a variety of 
roles, including leading 
Youth Fellowship with 
Gloria, heading fundrais-
ing efforts and serving as 
an Elder on the Session. 
He also participated in 
three mission trips to 
Kenya with other church 
members.

Bob is loved and will 
be missed by his four chil-
dren, Sue (Dave) Kapraun, 
Spring Grove, Illinois; 
Scott (Vicki) Erwin, 
DeKalb; Sarah Mariani, 
Rockford; Steve (Donna) 
Erwin, Woodstock; his 
four grandchildren, Laura 
(Jason) Owen, Peoria, 
Arizona; Abby Erwin 
and her husband Dominic 
Nocerino, of New York; 
John (Jennah) Mariani, 
Milwaukee, and Nate Er-
win and his fiancee Keri 
Woltz, Portland, Oregon; 
two great-granddaughters, 
Quinn and Ella Mariani; 
sister-in-law Birgit Scott 
and nephews, Hans-Erik 
Scott and Peter (Kristen) 
Scott.

He was preceded in 
death by his parents, his 
brother Tom, his wife 
Gloria, brother-in-law 
Jerry Scott, and son-in-law 
Arnold Mariani.

A visitation will be held 
on Saturday, June 11 at 9 
a.m. at First Presbyterian 
Church in Rochelle, 1100 
Calvin Road., Rochelle, 
IL, 61068, followed by 
a memorial service at 11 
a.m.

Join the family after-
ward for a luncheon in the 
fellowship hall. Memorial 
donations in Bob’s honor 
may be made to First 
Presbyterian Church of 
Rochelle or Rochelle 
Township High School 
at 1401 Flagg Road, Ro-
chelle, IL, 61068.

Bob Erwin



ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER • SECTION 1 • PAGE 5WEDNESDAY, MAY 25, 2022

LOCAL NEWS

815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct. 

Rochelle IL
We Accept Most 
Insurances and
Patients Without 

Insurance

Mon: 7:30 - 6pm, Wed: 7:30 - 6pm, Thurs: 8 - 1pm, Fri: 7:30 - 4pm
Some Saturday appointments available

11
04

20
20

We are now offering
LIPO MINO MIX injections

Introductory price $25 
Call for an Appointment! 
This lipotropic combination of B12 and 

methionine, an essential amino acid and 
other B vitamins can promote: 

Increase Fat metabolism 
Boost  Energy Level

Reduce appetite 

@unityhospice

CALL UNITY:
(815) 561-8866

915 N. Caron Rd.
Rochelle, IL

• Care provided by the entire hospice 
team: physician, nurse, social worker, 
certified nursing assistant, chaplain, 
dietitian, pharmacist, and volunteers.

• Care is individualized and based on 
the patient’s and family’s goals of 
comfort and quality of life.

• Supplies, equipment and medications.
• Service where the patient resides.
• Specialize in pain & symptom 

management.
• Spiritual enrichment and bereavement 

counseling.
• Ancillary Therapies: Music, Physical/

Occupational, Speech, Massage, Pet, 
etc.

• Ability to provide education to 
caregivers and family members.

• On-call nurse available 24/7.
• Volunteers providing special attention 

and stimulation.
• Assistance with advance directives 

and community support.
• Provide Education to those we  

care for

WHO IS  
UNITY HOSPICE?

07012020

Belvidere Collectible Coins

880 Belvidere Road • Belvidere, IL

www.goldsilverjewelrycoin.com

We Pay Highest Prices For Gold, Silver, Platinum, 
Jewelry, Coins, Flatware, Dental & Bullion

10% More For Jewelry
With This Ad!

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9:30am-5:00pm • Sat. 10:30am-2pm

~ Call For Directions ~  (815) 547-7111

SYCAMORE ANTIQUES
JAMES AND ANN TUCKER,

PROPRIETORS

321 WEST STATE STREET
SYCAMORE, ILLINOIS

OPEN
WEDNESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY

10:00 AM TO 5:30 PM, 7:00 PM FRIDAY

815-895-4720

To advertise your 
business here, contact 
Andrew Heiserman at 

815-561-2123

Suzanne Schmidt
owner

OPEN Wednesday-Friday 10am-5pm 
Saturday 10am-4pm

1112 S Galena Ave
Dixon, IL

(815) 718-3659

05302022

Follow Us On
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The residents of the 
home are currently dis-
placed while their home 
gets repaired and The Red 
Cross came and helped 
them with temporary 
housing. Sawlsville said 

the fire likely caused 
about $50,000 worth of 
damage.

Fire personnel are 
leaning towards a faulty 
water heater being the 
cause of the fire, Sawls-
ville said. 

“The owner reported 

that he had problems with 
it before where it would 
make a banging noise,” 
Sawlsville said. “Water 
heaters aren’t supposed 
to do that. We’re thinking 
it was probably the water 
heater and combustibles 
too close to the water 

heater. I suspect the bang-
ing was an accumulation 
of gas and when it finally 
lit, it banged. That proba-
bly lit some surrounding 
stuff on fire. That’s our 
preliminary theory.”

Sawlsville said he was 
thankful for the neigh-

boring departments that 
helped with the Sunday 
afternoon incident. 

“Even on a Sunday af-
ternoon, Ogle-Lee, Lynn-
Scott Rock and Stillman 
Valley all showed up,” 
Sawlsville said. “When 
we’re busy with a fire, we 

still have an entire district 
to protect, so Stillman 
came with an ambulance 
and took that burden off 
us. That’s very helpful to 
know that when some-
thing else pops up, you 
have someone to come 
and take care of that.”

FIRE: Incident occurred at North 11th Street in Rochelle

From page 1

Rochelle Fire Chief 
Dave Sawlsville and Fie-
genschuh met with a repre-
sentative from the OLFPD 
and discussed leaving 
a three percent annual 
increase in the contract. 
Rochelle Fire responds to 
calls of Ogle-Lee’s that 
are outside of the city’s 
corporate limits. 

Under the terms of 
the new agreement, the 
OLFPD will pay the city 
$100,277.16 per year at 
a rate of $8,356.43 per 
month for the period of 
Oct. 1, 2022 to Sept. 
30, 2023. After that, the 
amount will increase by 
three percent annually 
each Oct. 1 through Sept. 
30, 2027.

“We had a great con-
versation with the OLFPD 
board,” Fiegenschuh said. 
“I think things are working 
very well. Our fire chief is 
happy, I’m happy and their 
board has been very happy 
to work with the city. It’s a 
great relationship and we 
hope to continue it for the 
next five years.”’

Hickory Grove
The council unanimous-

ly approved change orders 
for the Hickory Grove 
demolition project in an 
amount of $22,442.22. 

The Hickory Grove 
demolition began in late 
January and is now sub-
stantially complete with 
the exception of the hotel 
façade restoration. Willett, 
Hofmann & Associates 
has provided engineering 
services on the project 
since that time and has 
documented various items 
where additional work 
may have been required or 
deducted from the contract 
work.

The total increase in 
the contract represents 
just over six percent of 
the original contract value, 
which was $361,900. 

“As you all remember, 

when we started this proj-
ect we didn’t really know 
what we were getting into 
with uncertainties with 
what was in that build-
ing,” Fiegenschuh said. 
“$22,000 sounds like a 
lot, but with the amount of 
work that went on at that 
location and what was un-
derground, I think we were 
actually pretty lucky that 
our change orders were six 
percent or less.”

Resort license
The council unani-

mously voted to amend 
its code structure to add a 
liquor license resort clas-
sification. 

In 2012, when the city’s 
liquor code was updated, 
the resort classification 
was deleted due to no busi-
nesses holding a license in 
that classification. Recent 
applications from Comfort 
Inn & Suites Rochelle lo-
cated at 1133 N. 7th St. and 
Holiday Inn Express locat-
ed at 1240 Dement Road 
necessitated a resort liquor 
license classification, as 
they did not qualify for a 
restaurant classification 
and a moratorium has been 
placed on bar licenses.  

Both businesses plan to 
sell liquor to their patrons 
and make it available for 
meetings and or guests as 
desired. The Comfort Inn 
& Suites Rochelle and 
Holiday Inn Express do 
not intend to operate a bar, 
the city’s agenda meeting 
packet said. 

“Back when they had 
a liquor license before, 
they had a restaurant 
classification and they did 
not qualify for that type,” 
Rochelle Mayor John 
Bearrows said. “This was 
done to try to allow them 
to have it for their guests 
and banquet facilities. It 
does not include gaming.”

Industrial track
The council unani-

mously approved the as-
signment of an indus-

CITY: Council approves change order for Hickory Grove

trial track agreement to 
a new owner of a city 
railroad-served building. 

In 2003, a warehouse 
facility was constructed 

at 501 Steward Road and 
two years later, an indus-
trial track agreement was 
executed which provided 
the terms in which the city 

railroad would serve the 
building with rail switch-
ing services. The building 
is being sold to Ascendas 
REIT Chicago 1, LLC and 

the new owner requested 
that the industrial track 
agreement be assigned to 
them as the new owner of 
the building.

City Engineer Sam Tesreau said the city’s sealcoating plans for this year include portions of 1st Avenue, 
Avenue A, Avenue B Avenue C, Lakeview Drive, Garfield Drive, South 8th Street through South 12th Street, 
South 2nd Street, South 3rd Street, Avenue E and 20th Street north of Flagg Road. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
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Guest column

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages responsible letters to 
the editor on subjects of interest to our readers. Editing may be 
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas 
will not be altered. All letters must bear the handwritten signature 
of the writer and include address and phone number or e-mail 
address for verification purposes. Neither the street address nor 
phone number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly 

handwritten, and no anonymous letters will be published. Any 
letters from boards or organizations must include at least one 
name of an individual. Any criticism of public officials should 
be limited to issues related strictly to their position or actions 
made in office, as personal attacks will not be published. Letters 
involving private disputes between the writer and a business 
will not be published. Political endorsements will be published, 

however letters  rom candidates endorsing themselves will not be 
printed. Letters may be dropped at the News-Leader office (211 IL 
Route 38 East), mailed to the News-Leader (P.O. Box 46, Rochelle, 
IL 61068) or e-mailed (news@rochellenews-leader.com.) The 
News-Leader reserves the right to edit or reject any letter to the 
editor for any reason, and letters chosen for publication do not 
necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

Question: 

What streaming service do 
you use most?

VOICE ON THE STREET

IL Sen. Brian Stewart
M104A State House
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0180

U.S. Con. Adam 
Kinzinger
1218 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-3635

* Denotes Chairman/President

IL Rep. Tom Demmer
314 Capitol
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes  bhayes@rochelleil.us
Rosaelia Arteaga  rarteaga@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                       dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
John Gruben  jgruben@rochelleil.us

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Dave Casey  dcillini94@gmail.com
Steve Builta  sbuilta@gmail.com
Ashley Jackson                      ajackson@d231.rochelle.net
Stephanie White                        swhite@d231.rochelle.net
Eric Van Hise  eric.vanhise@gmail.com
Trisha Vaughn                                      jrvtlv02@msn.com
Javier Zepeda  jzepeda@rthsd212.org

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Carol Hayenga  carol.hayenga@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas  bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Jacky Aguilera jacky.aguilera@rths212.org
Jeff Tilton  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Bobby Chadwick bobby.chadwick@rthsd212.org
Brian VanVickle                  brian.vanvickle@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board

Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodie Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Lloyd Droege  ldroege@oglecounty.org
Dan Miller  dmiller@oglecounty.org
Greg Sparrow  gsparrow@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Bruce McKinney bmckinney@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney  skenney@oglecounty.org
David Williams  dwilliams@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
Wayne Williams jwdw13@yahoo.com
Jennifer Payton  
*Tom Byro  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Steve Katzman  skatzman@essex1.com
Mike Kerns  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Mark Hibshman  
Curt Ward  caward92@comcast.net

Hillcrest Village Board
*Randy Salsbury  rsalsbury@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pittman  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Dan Potter dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Richard Rhoads  rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball  tball@hillcrestil.us
Renee Kerwin  rkerwin@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
*Bob Withrow  flaggtwp@rochelle.net
Joanna Patrick  flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
Susan Rothenberger assessor@rochelle.net
Scott Seebach  scottseebach@gmail.com
Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle  noggle62@gmail.com
Eric Gruben  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hagar  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
*Jaqueline Dickow dickow@comcast.net
Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net
Michael Scanlan scanlan@comcast.net
Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip          doobs12@comcast.net

Tom 
McDermott

“Pureflix.”
Krynn Sage 

Hayward

“HBO Max.”
Francisco Antonio 

Montelongo

“Hulu.”
Lois Moreland

“Hulu.”
Cambrai McBride

“Hulu.”
Joyce Fruit

“Philo.”
Cathy Haas

“Pluto.”
Becky Agp

SOMETIMES 
I wonder why. 
Why we are 

so harsh to people 
of other eth-
nicities, other 
thoughts, other 
ideas and other 
ages? Travel-
ing through 
Canada and 
back through 
the United 
States I met 
many people. From the 
Netherlands, Britain, 
Ireland, France, Japan, 
Australia, Philippines, 
Nova Scotia, Norway, 
Sweden, Denmark, and 
of course, those from 
the countries being 
traveled. So many were 
young people just out 
of college or whom 
have received only a 
few years of it, all tak-
ing a hiatus and travel-
ing the world. Learning 
about life and those 
things that cannot be 

taught in school.
Not one of them, 

young or old, were 
hung up on anything 

but the fun they 
were having and 
the lessons they 
were learning. I 
asked the young 
people how they 
could be travel-
ing, all alone 
many of them, on 
a world scale at 

20 years old? All said 
their parents were all 
for it and either were 
financing part of the 
travel or their govern-
ment was. Living in 
hostels or other such 
places on the cheap, 
they weren’t struggling, 
but were having a good 
time. Interesting, these 
thought processes of 
learning about what to 
expect in life before 
actually being thrown 
into it like a baby given 
their first bath.

Of course, you might 
say that learning this 
way is the same thing 
as being the baby. The 
reason I would beg to 
differ is because they 
are learning to get 
along with and study 
other types of people. 
Other than their fel-
low countrymen. Some 
even learn new lan-
guages or improve on 
those already known. 
So, who in this country 
at these tender ages 
can afford this travel?  
Well, I guess, those 
who are willing to stop 
and work for a time to 
build up finances or 
those of rich families.

Would our govern-
ment be willing to 
finance some of these 
types of trips as others 
do? If it did, most of us 
would cry socialism. 
But isn’t helping our 
children to be their best 
what we want?

ROCHELLE was built on the backs of 
immigrants. Honestly, until around 
1832, only trappers and Native Ameri-

cans populated the area. 
Ovidas Joseph Caron was an immigrant. Born 

in 1886, O.J. started life in the French-speaking 
Canadian village of St. Adrian. O.J. and 
his widowed father moved to the United 
States when he was five years old. O.J. 
started his textile background with the 
LaFayette Worsted Mills of Woonsocket, 
Rhode Island. 

After a short run as a sales representa-
tive for the Percy Legge Company, O.J. 
was ready to go into business for himself. 
O.J. Caron opened his own business in 
1906. He was an unrelenting yarn sales-
man. O.J. had only a minimal education, but he 
knew one thing for sure, if you work harder than 
your competition you can emerge victorious. 

It was 1915 when O.J. moved to buy the 
Vassar-Swiss Underwear Mill plant. To avoid la-
bor problems in Chicago, George Rutledge, Emil 
Basener and Frederick McCoy had moved their 
company to Rochelle. 

Vassar-Swiss Underwear Mill was a large pro-
ducer of the “union suit” style of underwear. The 
company had been bought out and moved back to 
Chicago. O.J. was little interested in the under-
wear market, he did however want the property. 

Caron Spinning opened in 1916 and employed 
30 employees. Caron produced worsted wool. 
Worsted wool is a long-fibered smooth wool 
utilized for clothing. The Rochelle plant quickly 

became an international concern. 
Wool was purchased from around the world; 

Australia, New Zealand and across South Amer-
ica. Buyers sought out only the highest quality 
materials. Over eight million pounds of raw wool 
was processed each year to produce three million 

pounds of processed wool. 
Caron Spinning was not simply in the 

community, it was of the community. Fa-
thers, mothers and frequently children of 
the same family worked at Caron. Alphonse 
Plourde, Phillipe Cote and Arthur Caron 
brought families from Canada to Rochelle. 
They brought with them the skills and work 
ethic required to make Caron Spinning a 
success. They also helped to establish the 
family feel of the work site. 

O.J. took care of his people and his people 
took care of his company. During the war years 
Caron produced high-quality wool for the armed 
forces. Blankets, gloves, sweaters and caps were 
all made from wool processed at the Rochelle 
plant. 

The wool business was very competitive, and 
so was O.J. Caron. During the depression he man-
aged to keep his people employed. Change was 
his strength. 

As the market shifted from wool toward other 
fabrics Caron shifted toward craft supplies: yarn 
for handknitting, needle point and embroidery. 
Caron Spinning produced a full range of do-it-
yourself supplies. When Nylon and Orlon syn-
thetics were created in the 1940s, O.J. incorpo-
rated them into his yarns. 

Even television threatened Caron Spinning. As 
more households could afford televisions, people 
were enamored with the miracle of home enter-
tainment. Luckily the industrious homemaker 
found that there was one thing they could do 
while watching their favorite show. They could 
knit clothes for their family. 

Fashion trends moved toward a more leisure 
dress. Outdoor sports called for bulky sweat-
ers, warm socks and gloves. In the 1960s Caron 
once again read the market and went from sell-
ing only to wholesalers to dealing directly with 
a new breed of seller known as the chain store. 
Caron Spinning sold their yarn and other products 
through Sears, JC Penney and W.T. Grant, three 
of the largest chain stores of the day. 

From a small 30-person plant to an internation-
ally recognized manufacturer, Caron Spinning at 
one time employed 1,000 people. They boasted 
10 plants in four states and bought wool from 
nine countries. 

Sadly, cheap and easy became the words of the 
day. Few people will take the time to make their 
own clothes when they can pick up hats, gloves, 
socks and sweaters at the local Wal Mart. Caron 
Spinning opened here in 1916 and closed in 1995. 
Caron Spinning may be gone, but the influence 
remains. We are still blessed with Cotes, Plourdes 
and Carons. The greatest contribution that Caron 
Spinning made might just be to the fabric of our 
community.

Tom McDermott is a Flagg Township Museum 
historian and Rochelle city councilman.

Caron Spinning: The fabric of our community

Consider this: 
Traveling abroad

Reed Harris
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COMMUNITY

Coffee Break

April 29 - Dr. Lonn, DeKalb, $25
 
April 30 - Jeff Fiegenschuh, Rochelle, $25

May 1 - Jeffrey Birr, Rochelle, $50

May 2 - Heather Fenwick, Broadhead, Wis., $25

May 3 - Kathleen Wayman, Oregon, $25

May 4 - From the Heart, Rochelle, $25

May 5 - Calvin Jacobs, Rochelle, $25

May 6 - David Cartwright, Rochelle, $25

May 7 - Christine Polz, Rochelle, $25

May 8 - Ben Weinstein, Rochelle, $50

May 9 - Anne Brodersen, Stillman Valley, $25

May 10 - Shane Peterson, Rochelle, $25

May 11 - Debbi Ramsey, Rochelle, $25

May 12 - Rochelle Area Community Foundation, $25

May 13 - Karen Kereven, Oregon, $25

May 14 - Romey Burgess, Steward, $25

May 15 - Jennifer Brown, Rochelle, $50

May 16 - Breynn Baiocco, Rochelle, $25

May 17 - Annabelle Duffy, Rochelle, $25

May 18 - Michelle Samano, Rochelle, $25

May 19 - Jeffrey Leininger, Rochelle, $25

May 20 - Annie Stahlfield, Rochelle, $25

May 21 - Bob Johnson, Waterman, $25

May 22 - Bobbie Colbert, Rochelle, $50

May 23 - Cathy Larkin, Rochelle, $25

May 24 - Andy Graber, Rockford, $25

May 25 - Brian D. Stoll, Rochelle, $25

May 25
John & Kristi Gonzales
Harry & Valerie Rogers

May 27
Leland Hazlip

May 29
Tristan Perkins
Kathy Marchesi

June 1
Brandi Ferrari
Nina Ramos

June 4
Barb Manning

 June 6
Chonito Astudillo

 June 7
Keli Perez

 June 8
Scarlet Jones

 June 9
Minnie Losoya

Sammy Navejas
 June 10

Eleanor Kulwicki
Tanya Sage

 June 11
Emmalyn Eggenburg

Caleb Smith
 June 12

Robby Long
 June 13

Chrissy Norris
Jaelyn Gonzales

 June 14
Gabe Aleman

 June 15
Brayden Moser

 June 16
John & Carolyn Overstreet

 June 17
Ellie Sherburne

 June 19
Eddie Villalobos

 June 22
Isaac Bonilla

Betty Armstrong
 June 25

David & Courtney Jones
Treavon Huff

Chyanne Bozek
Cruz Hord
 June 27

Brittany Avila
Gary & Rachelle Phillips

 June 28
Grace Sherburne
Harold Sanders
Greg Danekas

 June 29
Derek Oleson

May 26 – (Thursday) – Pork Chops or Pork Medallions 
with Demi Glaze, Scallion Potato Cakes, Veggies 
May 31 – (Tuesday) – Spaghetti, Green Beans, Salad 
and Garlic Bread
June 5 – (Sunday Brunch) – Serving Time Changed to 
9 to 12 - Sausage Gravy and Biscuits, Meat Omelets 

over Hash Browns, Fresh Fruit
If you would like to check before coming out, please 
call us at 815-561-9074 as we will put the menu 
on the answering machine. All menus subject to 
change.
Visit www.KitchenTableRochelle.org

THE KITCHEN TABLE MENU

Birthdays & Anniversaries

RTHS Key Club 
sorts bottle caps for 
bench

On Sunday, May 15, 
members of the Rochelle 
Township High School 
Key Club sorted and 
bagged over 200 bot-
tle caps for a six-foot 
bench at Rochelle Middle 
School. Pictured are 
Past President Madison 
Ost, Treasurer Saman-
tha Thorne, Sophomore 
Representative Charlotte 
Simmons and Member 
Jacob Ost. 
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Act by June 30, 2022 for this special subscription offer. 

Get a FREE Gas Card when you renew 
or start a News-Leader Subscription!

Clip the form below and mail it in with your check, or stop in our office 
to pay in person, or call in and pay with credit card over the phone.

Name: _____________________________________

Address: ___________________________________

City:  ________  State:  ____Zip:  ________________

Telephone:  _________________________________

Email:  _____________________________________
Offer valid for both new starts and renewals.  
Offer expires on Wednesday, June 30, 2022

$119
for 52 Weeks

P.O. Box 46 - 211 Hwy. 38 East 
 Rochelle, IL 61068

815-561-2112

Plus

RNLSUBAD

...Get a Gas Gift Card 
from Clark gas station

Random amounts 
ranging from $5 to $20

1180 N. 7TH STREET • ROCHELLE

Gift Card

$5 to $20 denominations

LOCAL NEWS
MALTA — For the 

first time in more than 
two years, Kishwaukee 
College held its com-
mencement ceremonies 
in person. Approximately 
275 students attended two 
ceremonies held on Satur-
day, May 21, to celebrate 
spring 2022 commence-
ment.

“After two years of 
holding virtual ceremo-
nies, it is so good to be 
here in person celebrat-
ing with you all today,” 
said Dr. Laurie Borowicz, 
president of Kishwaukee 
College.

The first ceremony 
recognized 155 graduates 
who earned Associate in 
applied science degrees, 
certificates of completion, 
and Illinois High School 
Equivalency credentials. 
The second ceremony 
honored 120 graduates 
earning associate in arts, 

associate in fine arts, asso-
ciate in science, associate 
in engineering science 
and associate in general 
studies degrees. Overall, 
402 students completed 
a program or certificate 
requirement this semester. 
Additionally, graduates 
from the Summer and Fall 
2021 semesters were invit-
ed to attend the in-person 
ceremonies.

Dennysha Kizer, a grad-
uate of Kish’s nursing pro-
gram, served as the student 
speaker during the first 
ceremony, emphasizing 
how the college served as 
a support system through 
the pandemic.

“ E v e n  d u r i n g 
COVID-19, when social 
isolation weighed over us, I 
always had someone with-
in reach, whether it was 
a phone call, FaceTime, 
email, or just socially 
distancing in our cars. 

The community that this 
College has provided me 
with helped me achieve my 
goals,” Kizer said. “Kish 
has provided us with the 
skills, and now it is our 
time to put them to use. 
Go start the career you 
have always wanted. Earn 
that bachelor’s or master’s 
degree. Continue chasing 
your dreams.”

Sierra Price, a graduate 
earning her associate in 
arts degree and the student 
speaker for the second 
ceremony, also acknowl-
edged the challenges of 
the pandemic and drew 
on Benjamin Franklin’s 
advice, “Out of adversity 
comes opportunity.”

“Let your achievements 
these past two years re-
mind you to prepare for 
inevitable changes and 
embrace the opportunities 
that accompany them — 
even when they may not 

Kishwaukee College holds commencement ceremony

On Saturday, May 21, Kishwaukee College held its commencement ceremonies in 
person for the first time since fall 2019. Pictured (left to right) are Bob Johnson, 
board chair; Kathleen Spears, board secretary; Dr. Laurie Borowicz, president of 
Kishwaukee College; Kathy Countryman, trustee and Dr. Robert Hammon, board 
vice-chair.

always align with your 
desired vision,” Price said. 
“When feelings of uncer-
tainty arise, take them in 
stride and accept the option 

that scares you most. Then, 
perhaps, you will find 
yourself in positions you’d 
never imagined possible.”

Both ceremonies were 

livestreamed on Kish’s 
social media channels and 
website. To view either 
ceremony, visit www.kish.
edu/commencement. 

(COURTESY PHOTO)
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SPORTS CHEERING IN COLLEGE 
 
RTHS senior Liberty Hayes will cheer at 
the University of Dubuque next year. 
 
See page 2 for more details
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RTHS Girls Track

Season concludes at state
Lady Hub athletes reflects on recent IHSA State Championship experience

ADVERTISE YOUR 
BUSINESS HERE!
Great Rate - Great Spot!

Call Mike @ 815-561-2124 or email 
mfeltes@oglecountylife.com

01252021

Bring home the savings during our

90 Days Same As Cash      Tuesday - Friday 9-4. Sat. 9-1. Closed Sunday and Monday

429-433 Lincoln Hwy., Rochelle, Illinois
815-562-8765 • hubcityfurniture.com

02
14

20
17

Bedroom & Mattress Event

RTHS Softball

Eight-run rally lifts Rochelle over Kaneland
Smardo strikes out 13 batters as Lady Hubs outlast Knights 10-9 in finale

ROCHELLE — Mor-
gan Smardo dug deep and 
worked for every out as the 
Rochelle Lady Hub varsity 
softball team attempted to 
close out its home finale 
against Kaneland on Thurs-
day.

Looking for revenge 
after falling 10-0 to the 
Knights earlier this season, 
Rochelle took the late lead 
with an eight-run outburst 
in the bottom of the fifth 
inning. Kaneland refused 
to back down, however, 
bringing the Lady Hubs 
within one run and putting 
two runners in scoring po-
sition with two outs in the 
top of the seventh inning. 
Already with 12 strikeouts 
in the game, Smardo took 
a deep breath before firing 
the full-count pitch to left-
hander Sammy Dunne.

Using the elevated fast-
ball that worked well all 
game, Smardo forced a 
check swing from Dunne, 
resulting in a called third 
strike and a 13th strikeout 
that clinched Rochelle’s 
10-9 win over the Knights. 
The Lady Hubs (7-14, 4-10 
Interstate 8) will seek to 
build on their newfound 
momentum as they prepare 
for the IHSA 3A Sterling 
Regional Semifinals on 
Tuesday. 

“I knew I had to throw 
that last strike because I 
knew there was a runner 
on third and I didn’t want 
to load the bases,” Smardo 

said. “I controlled myself 
and I was able to come 
through. Kaneland’s one of 
the toughest teams we’ve 
played this season and 
to finish with that many 
strikeouts was a big deal to 
me. This win means a lot 
more, especially after that 
first loss, because I felt like 
we played more as a team 
and our bats were able to 
come through.”

The Knights surged 
ahead early, scoring three 
runs on four singles and an 
error in the top of the first 
inning. Rochelle responded 
with one run in the bottom of 
the first inning, where fresh-
man Lauren Dyer and senior 
Jordin Dickey slapped back-
to-back singles through the 
infield before senior MeLisa 
Young came through with 
an RBI single of her own. 
Dickey singled to lead off 
the bottom of the fourth 
inning, eventually scoring 
on an RBI groundout from 
senior Ashley Knight.

“It’s such a good feeling 
to win because we’ve been 
run-ruled practically every 
time we’ve played against 
Kaneland,” Dickey said. 
“We came together as a team 
and everyone was giving 
everything they had. Our 
energy was awesome and 
winning this game feels like 
a dream.”

Trailing 5-2 after Kane-
land tallied two runs in 
the top of the fifth inning, 
Rochelle broke the game 

wide open with eight runs 
on 10 hits in the bottom of 
the fifth inning. The Lady 
Hubs strung together four 
consecutive one-out singles 
to score one run before 
Young cleared the bases 
with a three-run triple to 
the right-field fence. Four 
players including seniors 
Lauren Jackson and Regan 
Underwood, Smardo and 

Dyer delivered two-out RBI 
singles to keep the offense 
going.

“That inning was one 
of the best moments I’ve 
experienced throughout my 
four years with the softball 
team,” Dickey said. “It 
meant a lot more to do it 
against Kaneland because 
they’re such a great team 
and they’re normally one 

of the higher ranked teams 
in the state. It’s a huge con-
fidence booster for us to 
win this game and I think 
we’re playing with a lot 
more energy.”

The Knights earned one 
run back in the top of the 
sixth inning before threaten-
ing to steal the game in the 
top of the seventh inning. 
Kailey Plank doubled to 

lead off the frame, while 
Izzy Stombres walked and 
Emily Olp singled over the 
next two at-bats. A flyout 
and a strikeout brought Ro-
chelle within one out of vic-
tory, but the Knights rallied 
with consecutive singles 
from Abby Latka and Olivia 
Stoker. But strikeout No. 13 
for No. 13, Smardo, sealed 
the Rochelle win.

(PHOTOS BY RUSSELL HODGES)
Senior MeLisa Young (left) recorded three hits and four RBIs during the Rochelle Lady Hub varsity softball 
game against Kaneland on Thursday. Junior Morgan Smardo (right) struck out 13 Knights in the circle.

(PHOTOS BY RUSSELL HODGES)
Rochelle Lady Hub varsity track and field athletes Alivia Henkel, Teagan Meyers and Liberty Hayes (left to 
right) closed out their respective seasons at the IHSA State Championship meet this past weekend.

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

CHARLESTON — 
Alivia Henkel had never 
competed in the 300-meter 
hurdles prior to beginning 
her sophomore season 
with the Rochelle Lady 
Hub varsity track and field 
team. Her season ended 
with a medal from the 
IHSA State Champion-
ship meet at Eastern Il-
linois University this past 
weekend.

Looking to build on her 
first-place performance 
in the IHSA 2A Genoa-
Kingston Sectional, Hen-
kel successfully qualified 
for the finals in the 300-me-
ter hurdles on Friday, 
running a time of 47.60 
seconds to take eighth 
out of 22 athletes in the 
preliminary round. With 
a state medal clinched, 
Henkel raced to the finish 
in the finals on Saturday, 
placing ninth in 47.17 
seconds.

“My first state track 
experience was amazing,” 
Henkel said. “It was really 
cool to see the competitive 
nature of the other athletes 
and I really enjoyed watch-
ing runners compete in rac-
es that I’ve been running 

all season. I’m proud of 
how much I’ve improved 
in the hurdles in a short 
amount of time. It was so 
exciting to even make the 
finals and it meant even 
more to medal.”

The state meet capped 
off a successful sophomore 
campaign for Henkel, 
who won the Interstate 
8 Conference title in the 
400-meter dash and was 
a leading contributor in 
both the sprints and the 
sprint relays this season. 
Henkel, who was the first 
girl from Rochelle to run 
the 300-meter hurdles at 
state since Brooke Hatfield 
in 2011, said her goal for 
next season is to break the 
school record of 46.2 sec-
onds. Henkel’s sectional 
title time was 46.6 seconds.

“Going to state was a 
great example of what I’m 
capable of and I think with 
more work and experience 
in the hurdles, I can be a 
real competitor at state in 
the coming years,” Henkel 
said.

Seniors Liberty Hayes 
and Teagan Meyers also 
represented the Lady Hubs 
in the state meet this sea-
son. 

See TRACK page 3
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The businesses featured on this page are 

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”
I’m looking forward to serving your needs for insurance and 
� nancial services.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
CALL ME TODAY.

Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc 
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL 61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Diana Alanis, MDCaring for your 
family’s health from 

infant to adults.
For appointment, please call

815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct, Rochelle, IL 61068

Most Insurance Accepted

Accepting 
New Patients

ANDERSON
Plumbing & Heating, Inc.
Plumbing, Heating, Air Conditioning, 

Drinking water systems, Water Heaters, 
Softeners, Iron Filters & More.

One less thing to worry about

621 First Ave., Rochelle
815-562-8784

Like us on 
Facebook

Lic# 055-013999

H
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5

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

815 561 4035!

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto  Home Improvement   Vacation

Jami Hackman & Kristen Stover

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle

H
S
2
0
1
6

Jami Hackman

Se Habla
Español

BUY HERE – PAY HERE
You Work - You Drive

1400 N 7th St
Corner of Flagg Rd & Hwy 251 N

227 E. Rt 38 • Rochelle, IL

815-562-8706
www.rochellechiropractic.com
Now Accepting New Patients!

Licensed and Insured
24 Hour Emergency Service

815-562-4937
500 Cleveland Avenue

Berg-Johnson
Electric

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

FREE ESTIMATES

“Proudly Serving The Rochelle Area Since 1945”

H
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Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

#4061/#83-3198

Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

101 Maple Ave • Rochelle, IL 61068
815.562.7057 •  hub-remsen.com

GO HUBS!GO HUBS!

• Collision Repair • New/Preowned Vehicles
• 24 Hour Towing • Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

We are Ogle Countyʼs
only GM Dealer!

Come visit us!

815-562-8787 • www.jeffperrychevrolet.com
CHEVROLET • BUICK • CADILLAC • JEEP • CHRYSLER

We are 
Ogle 

County’s 
only 

GM Dealer!
• Collision Repair
• 24 Hour Towing

• New/Preowned Vehicles

• Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes  

and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181

www.rochellehospital.com
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209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8792

www.meyersfurniture.com

Residential & Commercial Roofing

815-561-0099
Licensed & Insured

• Shingled Roofs
• Flat Roofs
• Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities
• Custom Built Homes
• Additions

Residential, Concrete
Driveways, Flatwork

and Foundations

HSF2015

• Large menu of foods
• Rochelle’s famous chicken

by the dinner or bucket
• Hand dipped ice cream

(16 flavors)
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251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039

H
S
F2
02
2

SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

200 Steward Road

800.262.1680
www.johnsontractor.com

Two for Tuesday
2 Large, 2-Topping

PIZZAS $2499 
(WithCoupon)

HUB SPOTLIGHT

LIBERTY Hayes has spent four 
years with the Rochelle Township 
High School varsity cheerleading 

team, but it wasn’t until her senior year that 
her love for the sport and the support she 
received from her teammates motivated her 
to continue performing at the next level.

Hayes was initially focused on find-
ing a school where she could pursue an 
education in aviation, a fitting industry 
for a student-athlete who performed as a 
flyer for the varsity cheerleading team at 
RTHS. That search led her to the Univer-
sity of Dubuque, where the RTHS senior 
said she immediately felt at home. After 
earning acceptance to the university and 
completing a virtual tryout earlier with the 
Dubuque cheer program earlier this year, 
Hayes learned during her first track and 
field meet of the spring that she had quali-
fied to perform and compete for the team.

“I love cheerleading,” Hayes said. “I 
love the atmosphere of being on the foot-
ball field and being in the gym. My main 
focus wasn’t to do a sport in college, but 
when I arrived at Dubuque, everything 
was really laid back and it felt like I could 
have a family there. I really like the coach 
and I’ve talked with a few of the girls who 
will be on the team. I’m excited for a new 
opportunity.”

Hayes finished her four-year varsity 
cheerleading career at RTHS on a high 
note, earning Interstate 8 All-Conference 
First Team honors and receiving the 
Co-Cheerleader of the Year Award from 
head coach Trish Rodeghero. A multi-
sport student-athlete at RTHS, Hayes 
also competed with the varsity track and 
field team for four years, earning multiple 
All-Conference honors and becoming an 
IHSA State Championship qualifier in the 
100-meter dash.

“Dubuque is lucky to have Liberty,” 
Rodeghero said. “She’s a well-rounded 
athlete with not only tremendous skill, 
but amazing leadership. She has always 
stepped up and done what she needed to 
do for the betterment of the team. She’s 
always looking to improve her skills and 
she grew so much as a flyer over the last 
four years. I’m so excited for her to con-
tinue her athletic career in college and I 
think she will be a tremendous asset to 
their cheerleading program.”

Also a two-year tennis player at RTHS, 
Hayes said she hopes to use her education 
in aviation to pursue a career as a pilot. 
Hayes began her cheer career at RTHS as 
one of only two freshmen on the varsity 
team, but she departs as one of only two 
seniors on the team this year.

Hayes makes University 
of Dubuque cheer team

Senior Liberty Hayes will continue her 
academics and her cheerleading career 
at the University of Dubuque next year. 

(PHOTO BY MARCY DELILLE)

“When I tried out for cheer and made 
the varsity team as a freshman, I was with 
a lot of girls who had a lot of experience 
already,” Hayes said. “They pushed me 
to learn new skills and they helped me 
through my struggles early on. I thought 
this year was my best year with the team 
and I really enjoyed our team bond. My 
teammates pushed me to keep cheering 
in college. I originally didn’t want to do a 
sport, but after this year, the girls were so 
supportive of me.”

“My teammates pushed me to keep cheering in 
college. I originally didn’t want to do a sport, but 
after this year, the girls were so supportive of me.”

Liberty Hayes
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SPORTS
RTHS Boys Tennis

Hubs bow out at IHSA 1A Rochelle Sectional
Senior netter Zheng wins two singles matches, leads Rochelle to eighth place

ROCHELLE — A 
successful season came 
to a conclusion for the 
Rochelle Hub varsity ten-
nis team Friday evening, 
when the purple and white 
hosted the IHSA 1A Ro-
chelle Sectional.

Senior Jason Zheng led 
Rochelle in the singles 
tournament, winning two 
matches and scoring all 
four points for the Hubs, 
who tied for eighth place 
out of 11 schools in the 
sectional meet. But with 
no winners elsewhere, 
Rochelle (12-3, 4-0 Inter-
state 8) will not send any 
players to the IHSA State 
Championship. Zheng fell 
0-6, 0-6 against Geneseo’s 
Alex Slaymaker in the 
third round, falling one 
win short of qualifying.

“I’m really proud of how 
our kids played today,” 
head coach Kristy Eckardt 
said. “David [Wanner] and 
Owen [Haas] drew the 
No. 1 seed in the doubles 
bracket and they battled 
throughout that entire 
match. John [Green] and 
Peter [Forsberg] were able 
to overcome a first-set loss 
and take their match to a 
third set. We played good 
tennis and it was nice to go 
out the way we did.”

Zheng began his tourna-

ment run in the first round, 
cruising over Freeport’s 
No. 1 singles athlete Nate 
Wilks 6-3, 6-2. The Hub 
senior faced a tougher 
challenge in the second 
round, where he faced the 
No. 1 singles player from 
Rock Falls, Dawson New-
endyke. After conceding 
the first set, Zheng fought 
back to split the match 
before outlasting his op-
ponent in the third set to 
seal a 4-6, 6-3, 6-3 victory.

“I’m so proud of how 
Jason played today,” Eck-
ardt said. “We knew Jason 
had a chance to win the 
first match and then going 
against a second-round op-
ponent who’s played No. 
1 singles all season while 
Jason’s been our No. 2 
singles player, I thought 
he battled back and played 
really outstanding tennis. 
We knew the top four seeds 
in the singles tournament 
were extremely tough, 
but Jason went toe-to-toe 
with some of the players 
around here and I’m proud 
of him.”

Senior Alex Gilbert also 
competed in the singles 
tournament, falling 2-6, 
3-6 against Dixon’s Grant 
Boss in the second round. 
Juniors David Wanner 
and Owen Haas showed 

resiliency in their sec-
ond-round doubles match 
against Geneseo’s Samuel 

Robinson and Connor Nel-
son, falling just short in a 
1-6, 4-6 loss. Junior John 

Green and Peter Forsberg 
also bowed out during the 
second round, conceding 

a 2-6, 6-4, 4-6 loss against 
Alleman’s Connor Ander-
son and Lincoln Dorsey.

(PHOTOS BY RUSSELL HODGES)
Juniors John Green (left) and David Wanner (right) were two of the four Rochelle Hub varsity tennis players 
who battled in the doubles tournament during the IHSA 1A Rochelle Sectional on Friday.

What Service
Do You Offer?

Advertise Here

Commercial & Residential Roofing

Residential 
Concrete

Driveways, Flatwork
and Foundations

•Shingled Roofs  •Flat Roofs 
•Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities 
•Custom Built Homes  •Additions

561-0099
www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE
ESTIMATES

Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Heating & Air Conditioning

 Lic.#058-087891

Serving Rochelle For Over 40 Years

Quality Service • Free Estimates
 Residential & Commercial

815-562-8784

Plumbing/Heating/CoolingGutters

COMMUNITY BOARD
Need to get the word out about a product Need to get the word out about a product 

or service you offer? or service you offer? 
Give us a call at 815-562-4171. Give us a call at 815-562-4171. 

We can reach over 9,000 homes!We can reach over 9,000 homes!

TRACK: Lady Hubs close out postseason at state meet

Above from left to right are Alivia Henkel, Teagan Meyers, Liberty Hayes and 
Rochelle Lady Hub head track and field coach Alison Vrana.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

From page 1

Hayes, who qualified 
after finishing second in the 
100-meter dash at the sec-
tional, concluded her four-
year varsity career with an 
enormous personal record 
of 12.87 seconds during the 
Friday prelims, shattering 
her previous best of 13.25 
from her freshman season. 
Hayes now ranks among 
the 15 fastest 100-meter 
sprinters in school history 
at RTHS.

“When coach [Alison] 
Vrana told me my time, my 
immediate reaction was de-
nial,” Hayes said. “Once we 
went back to the bleachers 
and watched the replay of 

the race, I was really happy 
that I achieved my goal of 
setting a new PR at the state 
meet. Ending my career 
with a PR at the state meet 
was amazing because I did 
exactly what I wanted to do. 
Running against so many 
fast and talented athletes 
raised the bar for me and 
pushed me to run my fastest 
race ever.”

Meyers competed in the 
high jump, returning to the 
blue track in Charleston and 
concluding her four-varsity 
career as a two-time state 
qualifier. The senior breezed 
through the preliminary 
round on Friday before 
bowing out on Saturday 
with an 11th place finish at 

1.52 meters. Meyers was the 
only Lady Hub this season 
to reach state during the 
indoor and outdoor seasons.

“I love the culture of 
our team,” Meyers said. “I 
love the high energy and the 
good spirit we have. I also 
really enjoyed competing 
for myself and doing the 
best I could while getting 
points for my team in the 
process. I’m going to miss 
the track atmosphere and 
how everyone’s encourag-
ing each other and building 
each other up. I’ll forever be 
thankful that I went out for 
track because I met so many 
great people and made so 
many new friendships with 
teammates and coaches.”
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1140 N. 7th St.
Rochelle, IL

815-561-2337

1001 S. Main Street
Rochelle, IL 61068

Ashton | Rochelle | Oregon
815.562.5571

211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle
815-562-4171

www.rochellenews-leader.com

firststatebank.biz

2203 East Flagg Rd.
Rochelle IL 61068
NOT-FOR-PROFIT PROVIDER

Liberty Village Liberty Village 
of Rochelleof Rochelle

400 N. 15th St.
Rochelle IL 61068 

815-562-1250

200 S. Steward Rd.
Rochelle IL 61068

815-562-8787
JEFFPERRYAUTOS.COM

CHEVROLET • BUICK • CADILLAC • JEEP • CHRYSLER Local People Providing Local Services

333 Lincoln Highway • P.O. Box 456
Rochelle, IL 61068

815-562-4155 • www.rmu.net

John Vandre, Associate
409 4th Ave.
815.562.7139

Stillman Bank
455 IL-38
815.562.7071
stillmanbank.com

Edward Jones - Will McLachlan
1122 Lincoln Highway
815.562.5563 
EdwardJones.com

Holcomb Bank
233 IL-38
815.562.3838 
holcomb.bank

Graber Financial Group 
Sam Graber
409 4th Ave.
815.562.7139

Edward Jones - Jessica Morris
1214 Currency Ct.
815.561.4341

FLOWERS AND GIFTS
Colonial Flower Shoppe  & Gifts
408 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.8101
floristrochelleil.com

RCH Auxiliary Gift Shop
900 N 2nd St
815.562.2181 • rochellehospital.com

FUNERAL SERVICES
Beverage Lyons Family Funeral Home & 
Cremation Services
704 6th St
815.562.6872
beveragelyonsfamilyfh.com

FURNITURE
Hub City Furniture
429 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.8765
hubcityfurniture.com

Meyers Furniture
209 Powers Road Hwy 251 North
815.562.8792
meyersfurniture.com

HEALTH SERVICES
Changes Counseling, LLC
604 N Main St
815.501-2088
changescounselingllc.com

Rochelle Chiropractic  - Dr. Chad Piller
227 E. Hwy 38
815.562.8706
rochellechiropractic.com

Rochelle Community Hospital
900 N 2nd St
815.562.2181 • rochellehospital.com

Salinas Chiropractic
1381 N 7th St .,Suite C
815.562.6661 • salinaschiroandwellness.com

HOME IMPROVEMENTS & 
CONTRACTORS
Anderson Plumbing & Heating
621 1st Ave
815.562.8784 • andersonplumbingheatingcooling.com

Bruns Construction, Inc.
PO Box 400
815.561.0099 • brunsconstructioninc.com 

B&W Appliance Repair LLC
567 W. IL Route 38
815.562.6253

 
Pemberton Plumbing, Heating  
& Cooling, Inc.
815.561.6119
pembertonplumbingheating.com

HOTEL & TRAVEL
Holiday Inn Express
1240 N Dement Rd
815.562.9994
ihg.com

INDUSTRIES  
ClarkDietrich
501 S Steward Rd # 100
815.561.2360
clarkdietrich.com

Silgan Containers
400 N. 15th St.
815-562-1250
silgancontainers.com

Rochelle Foods  
1001 S Main St
815.562.4141
hormelfoods.com

INSURANCE
Allstate
Dement Rd

Country Financial
519 4th Ave
815.562.8164
countryfinancial.com

Dimond Bros. Insurance  
401 N Main St
815.562.5596
dimondbros.com

Graber Financial Group
409 4th Ave.
815.562.7139

State Farm Insur ance - Shane Huber
1211 Currency Ct
815.562.7011
shanehuber.com

State Farm Insurance - Terri Schaefer
603 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.7063
terrischaefer.com

Edward Jones - Jessica Morris
1214 Currency Ct.
815.561.4341

PEST CONTROL
Omega Pest Control
815.562.2005
omegapestcontrol-il.com

PHOTOGRAPHY
Lifeworks Photography
6342 South Westwood Ave.
Rochelle IL 61068 

PRINTINT AND/OR WEB DESIGN
Hub-Remsen Print Group
101 Maple Ave
815.562.7057
hub-remsen.com

Rochelle News-Leader
211 Hwy 38
815.562.4171 • rochellenews-leader.com • newsmediadigital.com

REAL ESTATE
Hayden Real Estate  
221 E. Hwy 38
815.562.2111
haydenreinc.com

REAL ESTATE & AUCTIONS
Bearrows Real Estate & Auction Co.
361 W. Il Route 38
815.562.5113
bearrows.com

RENTAL PROPERTIES
Lida Lake Estates
433 Willis Ave., Apt. #11
815.561.0526
lidalakeestates.wixsite.com/lidalakeestates

RETAIL/ SPECIALTY SHOPS
Liquor ‘N’ Wine
1140 N 7th St,
815.561.2337
liquornwine.net

SURVEY
Survey Tech
104 Maple Ct
815.562.8771

TIRES
Browns Tire Service Inc.
311 N 7th St,
815.562.4644
alderkstireservice.business.site

Tire Tracks
1320 N 7th St
815.562.7777
tiretracksusa.com

TOBACCO & ALCOHOL
Rochelle Tobacco “N” Liquor
222 May Mart Drive
815.561.9571
rochelletobacco.com

Rocky’s Smoke Shop
132 May Mart Drive
815.888-7107

Community Unity

By Supporting These             Businesses

AGRICULTURE
Johnson Tractor
200 S. Steward Rd.
815.562.2135
johnsontractorrochelle.stihldealer.net

ANIMAL HEALTH SERVICE
Rochelle Veterinary Hospital
1381 N 7th, Ste. a
815.562.5207
rochellevet.com

ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES
Pickin’ Station
708 Lincoln Ave.
815.562.7915

ASSISTED LIVING
Liberty Village of Rochelle
2203 East Flagg Rd.
Rochelle IL 61068

Lincoln Manor
615 Lincoln Highway
815.562.1404

ATTORNEYS
James G. Ahlberg
501 6th Ave.
815.562.4443
ahlberglaw.net

Hewitt & Wagner - Attorneys at Law
1124 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.2704
hewitt-wagner.com

Tess & Crull Law - Attorneys at Law
1090 N 7th St
815.562.8754
tesscrulllaw.com

 

Fearer, Nye & Chadwick
420 Fourth Avenue
815.562.2456
fnclaw.com

AUTOMOTIVE
Jeff Perry of Rochelle
1260 N 7th St,
815.562.8787 • jeffperryauto.com

Prescott Brothers Ford
620 S 7th St,
815.562.2177 • prescottbrothersford.com

Zip’s Auto Body , Inc
1033 S 7th St
815.562.5133 • zipsautobody.com

COMMUNITY SERVICES
Flagg Township Museum
518 4th Ave
815.562.3040

Hub City Senior Center
401 Cherry Ave
815.562.5050
hubcityseniorcenter.com

Rochelle Chamber Of Commerce
501 Sixth Avenue
815.562.4189
therochellechamber.com

V.F.W Post 3878
318 4th Ave
815.562.3878
www.vfw.org

RMU
333 Lincoln Highway
815.562.4155
www.rmu.net

 
 
 

COUNSELING
Braden Counseling
2600 DeKalb Ave, Suite 3
Sycamore IL 60178

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT
Aldo’s Pizzeria and The Red Brick Pub
418 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.3456 • aldospizzaandpubrochelle.restaurant

 
Alfano’s Pizzeria & Italian Restaurant
1115 Turkington Terrace
815.562.3312 • alfanospizza.com

Kenny’s Place
411 Cherry Ave
815.562.6568

T-Byrd Lanes
1172 Lincoln Hwy • 815.562.4822 • tbyrdlanes.com

Tecalitlan Restaurant
1071 N Caron Rd
815.561.7576 • restauranttecarochelle.com

Vince’s Pizza & Family Restaurant
1071 North 7th st.
Rochelle IL 61068

FINANCIAL SERVICES
Central Illinois  Loans
310 Eagle Dr
815.561.4035
centralillinoisloans.com

Central Bank
340 May Mart Dr
815.562.5571
central-bank.com

First State Bank
304 E Hwy 38
815.562.2200
firststatebank.biz
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE • HILLCREST • CRESTON • STEWARD • KINGS • ASHTON

INFORMATION
Office Hours:  
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Monday-Friday)
Phone: 
815-562-4171
Fax: 
815-562-2161
Email: 
classifieds@rochellenews-leader.com
Address:
211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle
Mail: 
P.O. Box 46
Rochelle, IL 61068

DEADLINES:
Sunday News-Leader: Thursday, 2 p.m.
Tuesday Shopping News: Friday, 10 a.m.
Wednesday  News-Leader: Monday, 4 p.m.
(Deadlines subject to change during holiday times)

All classified marketplace line ads will appear in the following 7 print publications and on 5 high-
traffic newspaper websites:
• Rochelle News-Leader • Ogle County Life • Rochelle Shopping News • Ashton Gazette • Amboy 
News • Mendota Reporter • Mendota Money Saver

Call for pricing that starts at $32.99 for private party ads and $44.60 for commercial 
business ads and $19.99 for garage sale ads.

DISCLAIMER:
If your advertisement appears incorrectly, notify us immediately. We will not be responsible for more 
than one incorrect insertion, and will only credit customer for one insertion.

203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

307 307 
APPLIANCESAPPLIANCES

Part-time 
mailroom position

The Rochelle News-Leader has a part-
time mailroom position open that would 
include inserting flyers, banding bundles and 
occasionally help stacking papers coming off 
the press.

The position typically calls for 24-28 hours 
per week over four or five days per week, 
and includes mandatory shifts on Fridays and 
Saturdays when work load is heaviest.
Applicants must be able to quickly insert 
advertising flyers into newspapers, strap and 
lift medium-sized bundles onto a delivery 
truck, and work well as a team with others to 
follow instructions, pay attention to detail and 
get newspapers out the door.
Mailroom staff members are also asked to 
perform other basic duties in the department 
as needed, and may be trained to drive a fork 
lift.

Anyone (18 years or older) interested in 
this position should apply in person at the 
Rochelle News-Leader office, 211 Hwy. 38 
E., Rochelle, IL 61068.

HW

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-874-2257

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW, USED  
SCRATCH & DENT

• Refrigerators • Freezers 
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

11222020

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE

FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT

_ COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN THE )No.
MATTER )2022
OF THE )PR 37
ESTATE OF ) 
VERNON )
LEE )
RANDALL,  )
Deceased. )

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the 
death of VERNON LEE 
RANDALL, of Rochelle, 
Illinois.  Letters of Office 
were issued on May 
03, 2022 to RENEE 
R. BOGUE, whose 
address is 216 Drake 
Avenue, Rochelle, IL 
61068, and whose 
attorneys are Fearer, 
Nye & Chadwick, 420 
4th Avenue, PO Box 
117, Rochelle, IL 61068.
Claims against the 
Estate may be filed 
in the office of the 
Circuit Clerk of the 
Court at Ogle County 
Courthouse, Oregon, 
IL 61061, or with the 
representative, or both, 
no later than November 
4, 2022, and any 
claim not filed within 
that period is barred.  
Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to 
the representative and 
to the attorney within 10 
days after it has been 
filed.
FEARER, NYE & 
CHADWICK, Attorneys 
for RENEE R. BOGUE, 

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113 113 
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 

and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119 119 
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

JNJ JUMPERS Indoor/
Outdoor Bounce House 
Rentals Available Year 
Round. Please Call 
815-784-4256 For 
Availability or Visit us 
on Facebook.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
it’s care.

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

The Ashton-Franklin 
Center #275 School 
District is seeking a 

highly skilled, detail 
oriented and motivated 
Bookkeeper. The 
ideal candidate must 
maintain accurate 
records which reflect 
the daily financial 
transactions of the 
school district. The 
candidate will be 
expected to have 
working knowledge 
of basic cash-based 
accounting principles 
and have experience 
in synchronizing bank 
statements with monthly 
financial activities. The 
candidate must be able 
to effectively use MS 
Office Suite programs 
and must have 
excellent organizational 
and time management 
skills. They should 
work collaboratively 
with team members 
and must possess 
excellent written and 
verbal communication 
skills. For more detailed 
information and to apply 
go to afcschools.net.  
Contact Mike Lindy 
Superintendent with 
any questions.  815-
453-7461 mlindy@
afcschools.net

ASHTON - Bartenders 
and Waitresses 
Needed, Apply in 
Person at Ralphie and 
Lulu’s. 812 Main Street 
in Ashton or call 815-
453-2103. (TFN)

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com
 

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 

I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

For Sale 2 Sterling 
Silver Girl Graduate 
Spoons Plus 10 Others 
$15.00 each Call 815-
246-9593. (05-25-22) 

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 8AM-
NOON ONLY.  Rochelle 
News-Leader.

405  405  
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

501  501  
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

Large 2 Bedroom 
Northside of Rochelle. 
FREE heat and water. 
NO PETS! Available 
Now at $750/month. 
Security Deposit, 
Credit Report, and Job 
Verification needed. 
Call (815) 919-9015

Management company 
seeking individual(s) to 

manage and perform 
maintenance at a local 
apartment community, 

duties include not limited 
to leasing cleaning 

maintenance 

Interested parties 
please call 

815-562-6451.
05302022

Executor of the Estate 
of VERNON LEE 
RANDALL, deceased
No. 0523 (May 11, 18, 
25)

113 113 
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

EVERY MORNING MY 
HUMAN SHAVES OFF  
HIS FACE FUR, HE’S 
FUNNY LIKE THAT.

— TUCK
   adopted 05-04-11
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PRIME TIME

420 Fourth Avenue
Rochelle, IL 61068

815-562-2156
www.fnclaw.com

01
25

20
22

HUB CITY SENIOR CENTER 
The HCSC has lots of activities to keep your mind and body in shape.  Some 
of these include Crafting with the Hub Club, Tasty Trivia, Bingosize, Line 

Dancing, Chair Yoga, Chair Exercise, Quilt Group, Cardio Drumming, 
Pool, Cards, Bingo and so much more.

We are open Monday-Friday 7a.m. -3p.m.
LifeScapes is serving lunch daily at 11:30 a.m. Please call to RSVP

Local transportation is available 7:30 a.m. until 2:30 p.m. 
For a complete listing of activities and services call us at 815-562-5050 or 

visit our website at www.hubcityseniorcenter.com.  
Be sure to follow us on Facebook. 

There are no membership or activity fees.

815-562-5050

HUB CITY 
SENIOR CENTER

401 Cherry Ave., Rochelle, IL 61068
hubcityseniorcenter.com

SPEC

• Secure Entry System
• Community room with kitchen
• Activities
• On-site coin operated laundry
• On-site management office
• Dependable 24/7 maintenance service
• On-site parking for residents

For more information, please call 815-562-1404
Full time Social Service Coordinator is available to assist residents

615 N. Lincoln Hwy.
Rochelle, IL 61068
TTY 847-390-1460

Rent based
on 30% of a 

Resident’s Adjusted 
Gross Income

M A N A G E D  B Y:

w w w. L S S I . o r g

Owned and operated by Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI) offering 
apartment living for older adults in Rochelle and the surrounding communities.

0101201701132019

Lincoln ManorAPARTMENT AVAILABLE

THE early years 
of midlife are a 
hectic time for 

many people. Around the 
time many people reach 
their late 30s and early 
40s, they’re balancing the 
responsibilities of a career 
and a family. But as people 
enter their 50s, some of 
those responsibilities tend 
to be less significant, leav-
ing more time for recre-
ational pursuits.

Hobbies and other pur-
suits outside of work are of-
ten more fun when enjoyed 
with friends. People over 
50 undoubtedly recognize 
that it’s not always so easy 
to make new friends, even 
though it’s undeniably ben-
eficial to have supportive 
relationships into your 
golden years. A 2017 study 
from researchers at Michi-
gan State University found 
that valuing friendships 
was a stronger predictor 
of health and happiness 
among older adults than 
valuing family. Those re-
sults align with an earlier 
Australian study that found 
Australians age 70 or older 
tended to live significantly 
longer if they had more 
strong friendships.

Making friends after 50 

might not be as simple as 
it was during your school 
days, but these strategies 
can help men and women 
in midlife build new friend-
ships.

Identify your interests. 
Fiftysomethings who have 
spent the last couple of 
decades building a career 
and raising a family can 
give some serious thought 
to their interests outside 
of work or passions they 
hope to pursue now that 
they have more time to 
commit to such pursuits. 
The more interested you 
are in a given activity, the 
more likely you are to stick 
with it. And the longer you 
stick with something, the 
more likely you are to meet 
like-minded individuals 
(i.e., future friends) willing 
to make similar commit-
ments.

Utilize social media. In 
years past, men and women 
over 50 may not have had 
any readily available tools 
to reach out and connect 
with new people. Social 
media has made it much 
easier to build such con-
nections. Even the most 
obscure passions likely 
have a social media group 
of locals devoted to them, 

How to make new friends after age 50

and these groups can be 
great ways to meet new 
people. A local runner’s 
club may have its own 
social media accounts, 
and local governments and 
community groups often 
share information about 
sports leagues and other 
groups via social media. 

Sign up for group out-

ings. Communities often 
sponsor group outings 
to museums, the theater, 
sporting events, and other 
day trips. Signing up for a 
bus trip to a local museum 
presents a great opportunity 
to meet people who share 
your interests, providing 
the potential to build lasting 
friendships built on a foun-

dation of shared interests.
Broaden your horizons. 

Just because you’re in your 
50s doesn’t mean your 
friends have to be. Don’t 
hesitate to invite younger 
or older acquaintances and 
colleagues over for dinner 
or on weekend excursions. 
Friends come in all shapes, 
sizes and ages, so you could 

be missing out if you’re not 
willing to extend a hand 
in friendship to people of 
different ages and back-
grounds.

Making friends after 50 
can be challenging. How-
ever, various strategies 
can help men and women 
over 50 connect with new 
people.

THE early stages 
of the COVID-19 
pandemic taught 

the world many lessons, 
not the least of which was 
how easy it can be take 
socializing for granted. 
Lockdown was a big part 
of life during the early days 
of the pandemic, as people 
were forced to stay home 
from work and school and 
remain largely isolated, 
even from their own friends 
and family members.

The sense of isolation 
that many people devel-
oped during those early 
days of the pandemic likely 
didn’t come as a surprise to 

medical researchers, par-
ticularly those who have 
studied the effects of isola-
tion on aging populations. 
The National Institute on 
Aging indicates that social 
isolation and loneliness are 
linked to depression as well 
as a host of other negative 
health outcomes, including 
high blood pressure, heart 
disease, obesity, and cogni-
tive decline. 

Social clubs can be a 
great way for adults over 
50 to avoid isolation and 
loneliness. Such clubs can 
provide opportunities to 
connect with individuals 
who share similar interests, 

laying the foundation for 
new friendships that can be 
hard to develop in midlife. 

Perhaps the best thing 
about social clubs is that 
anyone can start one. These 
tips can help individuals 
over 50 start social clubs 
that appeal to locals who 
are on the lookout for fun 
ways to meet new people.

Think of a hobby unique 
to your location. One of the 
best ways to attract other 
locals is to find a hobby that 
caters to residents in your 
area. For example, coastal 
residents may want to start 
a local fishing club, while 
city dwellers may draw 

more interest starting a club 
focused on local museums 
or restaurants. 

Take all comers. Indi-
viduals over 50 may aspire 
to meet people in situa-
tions similar to their own, 
but they should still allow 
anyone interested in their 
club to join. Adults in the 
early stages of midlife (i.e., 
their thirties and forties) are 
often too busy with their 
personal and professional 
lives to make much time for 
social clubs, so it’s likely 
that those interested will 
be 50 or older. But accept-
ing all who are interested 
can increases the chances 

Several methods to organize a social club
of starting a diverse and 
engaging group.

Spread the word. Meet-
up (meetup.com) has been 
facilitating connections 
for two decades, making 
it a great place to start 
a group for people with 
shared interests. In addi-
tion to utilizing a service 
like Meetup, founders can 
spread the word through 
their social media apps 
and create fliers to post 
on public boards at local 
community centers and 
libraries.

Find a public place to 
get together. It’s best to 

avoid hosting club events 
and meetings at a private 
residence, including your 
own. Instead, prior to start-
ing the club, look around 
for meeting places, which 
can include local churches, 
libraries or community 
centers. Ask about reserv-
ing spaces for meetings 
and look for places that are 
accessible for all people, 
including those with mo-
bility issues.

Starting a social club 
can be a great way for in-
dividuals over 50 to meet 
new people and explore 
new or existing passions.  
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SPORTS

*All participants who attend an estimated 60-90-minute in-home product consultation will receive a $25 Lowes gift card. Retail value is $25. Offer
sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for
homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involvedwith a life partner, both cohabitating personsmust attend and complete presentation together.
Participantsmust have a photo ID and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company
or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12
months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Companymay substitute a gift
of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class United States Mail within 10 days of receipt of
the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored and is subject to change without
notice prior to reservation. Offer not available in the states of CA, IN, PA and MI. Expires 5/31/22.

PRE SUMMER SAVINGS
E-SUMMER
Hottest savi

ngs of the ye
ar

*Guaranteed not to clog for as long
as you own your home, or we will clean
your gutters for free

LIFETIME NO-CLOG WARRANTY

MADE ONSITE SPECIFICALLY
FOR YOUR HOME

THE ONLY ONE-PIECE
SEAMLESS DEBRIS SHEDDING
GUTTER SYSTEM.

SCRATCHGUARD® PAINT FINISH

815-673-7532

Call Today for Your
FREE Estimate!

$25 LOWESGIFT CARD.

ONLY $99
Installation*

CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

   NORTH AMERICA’S 

#1 SellingWalk-In Tub
Featuring our Free Shower Package

      NORTH AMERICA’S 

1 SellingWalk-In Tub
Free Shower Package

SPECIAL OFFER

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Call Toll-Free 815-660-0041

www.BuySafeStep.com
With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any 

previous walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No 
cash value.Must present offer at time of purchase.

Call Today for Your Free Shower Package

815-660-0041
FINANCING 
AVAILABLE 

WITH APPROVED 
CREDIT

Now you can fi nally have all 
of the soothing benefi ts of a 
relaxing warm bath, or enjoy 
a convenient refreshing shower 
while seated or standing 
with Safe Step Walk-In Tub’s 
FREE Shower Package!

✓ First walk-in tub available with
a customizable shower

✓ Fixed rainfall shower head is 
adjustable for your height and pivots
to off er a seated shower option

✓ High-quality tub complete 
with a comprehensive lifetime
warranty on the entire tub

✓Top-of-the-line installation 
and service, all included at one
low, aff ordable price

Now you can have the best of 
both worlds–there isn’t a better, 
more aff ordable walk-in tub!

RTHS Girls Soccer

Lady Hubs fall in IHSA 2A Regional Championship
No. 1 seed Boylan Catholic shuts out No. 6 seed Rochelle 8-0 for regional title
ROCHELLE — The 

Rochelle Lady Hub varsity 
soccer team saw its season 
conclude during the IHSA 
2A Rochelle Regional 
Championship match 
against Boylan Catholic 
on Friday.

Appearing in their first 
regional final since 2009, 
the sixth-seeded Lady 
Hubs fought hard to hold 
back the top-seeded Titans 
from taking the early lead. 
But the NIC-10 Confer-
ence champions ultimately 
broke through midway 
through the first half, scor-
ing in the 18th and 29th 
minutes to spark a string 
of eight unanswered goals. 
Boylan Catholic showed 
why it was the No. 1 seed 
in the regional, defeating 
Rochelle 8-0 to advance 
to the IHSA 2A Freeport 
Sectional Semifinals.

“I was very pleased with 
how we fought early in the 
match,” head coach Brad 
Male said. “We played a 
solid 20 minutes of soc-
cer, but it’s tough to face 
a team that has the depth 
and the skill that Boylan 
Catholic does. I was happy 

with how we came out and 
I hope that our girls who are 
coming back next year will 
continue to carry us down 
the path we started on this 
season.”

The Titans built a 5-0 
lead at halftime, dominat-
ing the time of possession 
and using quick passes to 
swing the ball around the 
field. After earning the 
2-0 advantage late in the 
first half, Boylan Catho-
lic followed with goals 
during the 31st, 34th and 
39th minutes. The Titans 
clinched their regional 
title win with three more 
goals in the 44th, 48th and 
57th minutes. Sophomore 
goalkeeper Danica Ward 
recorded 15 saves for the 
Lady Hubs (10-10, 4-2 
Interstate 8).

“We always hope that 
our girls come back to the 
team during the following 
year,” Male said. “I’m 
proud of our girls and I 
thought their hard work 
throughout the season al-
lowed them to be in the 
position they were today to 
play for a regional champi-
onship. Hopefully we can 

continue our progression 
and be back in the same 
position next year and pos-

sibly go even further.”
Boylan Catholic outshot 

Rochelle 30-4 and 23-3 in 

shots on goal while totaling 
seven corner kicks. Fresh-
man Makayla Lara had two 

shots on goal, while senior 
Madison Ost added one 
shot on goal.

(PHOTOS BY RUSSELL HODGES)
Junior Kailey Harris chases down Boylan Catholic’s Kyra Cruickshank during the Rochelle Lady Hub varsity 
soccer team’s regional championship match against the Titans on Friday. Boylan Catholic won the match 8-0.


