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Mendota High School 
Principal Denise Aughen-
baugh has announced that 
12 students from the MHS 
graduating class of 2022 
have been designated as 
Illinois State Scholars.

The Illinois Student 
Assistance Commission 
(ISAC), the state’s col-
lege access and financial 
aid agency, presents this 
recognition of academic 
achievement to excep-
tional Illinois high school 
students annually. State 
Scholars are selected an-
nually based on standard-
ized test scores combined 
with sixth semester class 
rank. These exceptional 
students rank in approxi-
mately the top 10 percent 
of graduates from Illinois 
high schools.

MHS seniors achieving 
the honor of Illinois State 
Scholar for 2022 are Faith 
Anderson, Elly Buettner, 
Ted Landgraf, Paige Man-
ning, Maya Martin, Mer-
edith McConville, Liam 
McGann, Olivia Ross, Eliz-
abeth Schillinger, Andrew 
Stamberger, Allison Stewart 
and Jacob Swope.

Anderson is the daughter 
of Mike and Kara Anderson 
of Mendota. 

Illinois State Scholars for the Mendota High School class of 2022 include, front row, left to right, Elizabeth Schil-
linger, Olivia Ross, Elly Buettner, Maya Martin and Faith Anderson. Back row, Ted Landgraf, Jacob Swope, 
Andrew Stamberger, Liam McGann and Paige Manning. Not pictured: Meredith McConville, Allison Stewart.

MHS top students
Her activities and awards 

include Drama Club, IMEA 
all-state choir, madrigals, 
Children and Family Minis-
try volunteer, Illinois Lead-
ership Seminar, Mad Hatter 
recipient, BNC all-confer-
ence choir, solo & ensemble 
contest, American Legion 
Auxiliary award and Illini 
Girls State.

Her future plans are to 
attend Belmont University 
in Nashville, Tenn., and 
major in education.

Buettner is the daugh-
ter of Doug and Allison 
Buettner of Mendota.

Her  ac t iv i t ies  and 
awards include Spanish 
Club, Student Council, 
math team, volleyball, 
class officer, Yearbook 
Club, National Honor So-
ciety and National Spanish 
Honor Society.

Her future plans are to 
attend Marquette University 
in Milwaukee and major in 
accounting.

Landgraf is the son of 
Mitch and Tammy Landgraf 
of Mendota.

Among his activities 
and awards are Spanish 
Club, National Honor So-
ciety, Illini Boys’ State, 
Homecoming attendant, 
band, math team, football, 

basketball, baseball, Illinois 
State Scholar, MHS Honor 
Banquet, student helper, 
Pulley commendations, 
Interact, volunteer in nu-
merous organizations and 
events.

His future plans are to 

attend Northern Illinois 
University and major in 
computer science.

Manning is the daughter 
of Steve and Valerie Man-
ning of Mendota.

Her activities and awards 
include volleyball, basket-

ball, softball, Scholastic 
Bowl, academic team, math 
team, National Honor So-
ciety and Spanish National 
Honor Society.

Her future plans are to 
attend the University of 
Dubuque and major in biol-

ogy with a goal of becoming 
a physician’s assistant in 
orthopedics. She will also 
be a member of the softball 
team.

See MHS, Page A11
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Mendota High School Graduates

Faith Anderson Uziel Angulo Noah Ansteth Amy Arteaga Josue Arteaga Trevor Avery

Aaron Avila Briana Avila Bailey Baird KayLee Barkman Marley Bodine Natalie Bodmer

Logan Brandner Lizzie Bresley Elly Buettner Kathy Bugarin Lesly Caracheo Kelsey Castro

Wayde Collins Zachari Compell Jackie Cortes Abigail Davis Shaylee Davis Kya Delao
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Start your 
success story at 

IVCC today!
Summer & Fall 

registration 
underway2022 Thomas J. McCormack Scholars

Thomas J. McCormack Scholars have earned a minimum 3.75 GPA in at least 14 hours 
over three consecutive semesters. The McCormack award is IVCC’s highest academic 
achievement. 2022 McCormack Scholars are (left) Ryan Gochanour of Wenona, Hope 
Beelman of Peru, Andrew Gochanour of Wenona, Emily Schaibley of Marseilles and Paige 
Blackburn of Spring Valley. 

MAKE IT HAPPEN AT IVCC
Many of the area’s brightest students choose IVCC FIRST. They launch dynamic careers in the 

sciences, healthcare, automotive technology, engineering, dental health, and other disciplines.
Register today for Summer A: May 16; Summer B: May 31; and Summer C: June 8 05112022

The Eureka Savings Bank wishes to each of you the fulfillment of 
your worthiest dreams, success in your most challenging projects, 

and mastery of all the lessons yet to be learned. We look forward to 
working with you in your new status as adults. And we stand ready 
to assist and guide you in the initiation and maintenance of a sound 
financial program to carry you victoriously through the good, the 

bad and even the ugly years ahead.

Best Wishes To 
All Our Area 
Graduates!
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22

250 Marquette St.
LaSalle, IL 61301

Ph. 223-0700

1300 13th Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

Ph. 539-5656

101 N. Columbia Ave.
Oglesby, IL 61348

Ph. 883-3354

2959 Peoria St.
Peru, IL 61354
Ph. 223-9400

105 West 1st South St.
Wenona, IL 61377

Ph: 853-4333

Mayor David Boelk
City Clerk Emily McConville
City Treasurer Heath Davis

City Council Members:
Jim Fitzpatrick, John Holland,
Kyle Kim, Jay Miller, 
John Hessenberger, Mark Peasley,  
Leo Hochstatter & Vicki Johnson

05112022

“The World’s  
Greatest Little 

City”

Thanks for 
making us proud 
and good luck!

After such fine academic performances, we 
know you’re destined for great things.
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Mendota High School Graduates

Jamie Dooley Connor EngelSky DuckworthYahir Diaz Jacob Ensor Vanessa Escatel

Michael FenwickMarisol FelixKatelyn Escobedo Sean Figueroa Zoe Finley Kendra Frey

John GonzalezGiselle GomezLuis Garcia Omar Gonzalez Rolando Gonzalez Parker Guelde

Ethan HanamanByron HamptonKayla Guerra Alex Hermosillo Al Hernandez Casandra Hernandez
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PIZZA’S BY  
MARCHELLONI
1210 Meriden St. 

Mendota
815-538-2145

VAESSEN BROS. CHEVROLET
505 N. Pennsylvania Ave.

Sublette
815-849-5232

www.vaessenbrothers.com

CARRIAGE HOUSE ELECTRIC
105 12th St. • Mendota  

815-538-5598

STEPHENITCH DO IT BEST 
HARDWARE

1204 13th Ave. • Mendota
815-539-9394

MENDOTA FORD, INC.
1401 S 13th Ave • Mendota

815-539-9314

CROSS BODY SHOP
1213 Meriden St • Mendota

815-539-7010

SPECIALTY BODY & PAINT
1503 Washington St. • Mendota

815-539-7801

SCHIMMER CHEVROLET-BUICK 
COMMERCIAL TRUCK CENTER

1501 S 13th Ave, Mendota
815-539-9343

FIRST STATE INSURANCE
715 Washington St. • Mendota

815-539-5651

MENDOTA AREA
SENIOR SERVICES

1901 Tom Merwin Dr. • Mendota
(815) 539-7700

mendotaareaseniorservices.org

THE MENDOTA REPORTER
703 Illinois Ave. • Mendota

(815) 539-9396

MENDOTA CHILD  
DEVELOPMENT CENTER/BUSY 

BEE PRESCHOOL
1304 Division St. • Mendota

815-538-3333

BUCKMAN IRON & METAL 
COMPANY

705 5th St. • Mendota
815-539-9563
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Mendota High School Graduates

Juan Hernandez Selina Hernandez Sophie Holland Gavin Huffaker Luke Jackson Kailyn Jezewski

Billy Kehoe Taylor Kelly Jenna Kerchner Ted Landgraf Lilly Loomis Trace Lundeen

Damien Magallanes Jose Magallanes Lorena Magallanes Alex Mandujano Yahaira Mandujano Paige Manning

Lauren Martin Maya Martin Meredith McConville Liam McGann Joselyne Morales Jayla Morris



Wednesday, May 11, 20228 • The Mendota Reporter Graduation 2022A8 • The Mendota Reporter

ERBES REALTY, LLC
1922 Tower Road • Sublette

815-535-6295

MENDOTA AREA
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

800 Washington St.
Mendota

(815) 539-6507

FIRST FEDERAL
 SAVINGS BANK

1205 Washington St.
Mendota

815-539-6757

MEYERS FURNITURE
1901 S. 13th Ave • Mendota

815-539-6263

WASMER FUNERAL HOME
2112 W. Main St. • Mendota

815-539-8500

ADM GRAIN COMPANY
110 E. 12th St. • Mendota

800-851-9943

MIDLAND STATES BANK
801 Washington St. • Mendota

(815) 539-9346
Member FDIC

FINANCIAL PLUS 
CREDIT UNION

Mendota • Peru • Ottawa
Morris • Diamond

Member NCUA - ESI

MCDONALD’S
2701 12th St. • 1503 13th Ave

Mendota

MCCONVILLE REALTY &  
AUCTIONEERING

612 S. Main St. • Mendota
815-539-5673

FURAR’S BODY SHOP
306 Plaza Dr. • Mendota

815-539-6075
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Mendota High School Graduates

Bryce Northcutt Ashley Olmos David Palacios Angel Patino Emilio Perez Seth Peterson

Eulysses Preciado Elian Quijas Ruth Ramirez Crystal Richardson Andy Rivera Orlando Rocha

Abel Rodriguez Olivia Ross Jonas Roth Jose Ruiz Aliza Salinas-Cervantes Sergio Sandoval

Odalis Sangabriel Brock Saylor Elizabeth Schillinger Mileigh Schultz Mikayla Seablom Celeste Serrano
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Mendota High School Graduates

Marah Setchell Kylie Smith Andrew Stamberger Trenton Stanford Allison Stewart Alex Stremlau

Jacob Swope Christian Tellez Isabella Tolentino Manny Trejo Nicholas Trump Tyler Valdez

Arian Valencia Adrian Vela Jennifer Walker Logan Weaver Maliki Weger Logan Young

Makenzie Zinke

Mendota High School
graduates not pictured:

Curtis Castillo

Isaira Cerros

Hailey Dooley

Mason Moore

Lilly Newkirk
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Wishing the 
Class of 2022 
a bright future.

05152019

We applaud your hard work and dedication!

Congratulations!

Honoring Today’s 
Graduates

You’ve come a long way, and we’re very
proud of your achievements. Keep up the
great work, and we know you’ll go far.

Best wishes today and always!
1905 13th Ave., Mendota, IL

815-539-3444
www.financialplus.org
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Martin is the daughter 
of Jason and Lisa Martin of 
Mendota.

Her activities and awards 
include National Honor 
Society, Spanish Nation-
al Honor Society, math 
team, volleyball, academic 
challenge, class president, 
Interact, Student Council, 
ILMEA all-state choir, 
madrigals, school musicals 
and plays, Lions Honor 
Banquet, Homecoming at-
tendant, Drama Club, BNC 
all-conference choir, MHS 
Honor Banquet, Homecom-

ing and Prom committees.
Her future plans are to 

attend Loyola University in 
Chicago and major in neuro-
science and psychology and 
pursue a graduate degree in 
neuropsychology.

McConville is the daugh-
ter of Joe McConville and 
Emily McConville of Men-
dota.

Among her activities 
and awards are volleyball, 
Student Council, math team, 
Yearbook Club, Interact, 
Spanish Club and volun-
teering in the community.

Her future plans are to 
attend the University of 

Illinois-Chicago with an 
undecided major.

McGann is the son of Pat-
rick and Kimberly McGann 
of Earlville.

His activities and awards 
include golf, band, choir, 
school plays and musicals, 
madrigals, National Honor 
Society and Illinois State 
Scholar.

His future plans are the 
attend IVCC and then trans-
fer to a four-year school to 
become a high school/mid-
dle school history teacher.

Ross is the daughter of 
Kirk and Kathy Ross of 
Mendota.

Continued from Page A2

MHS
Her activities and awards 

include Illinois State Schol-
ar, National Honor Society, 
Spanish National Hon-
or Society, John Becker 
Award, all-state choir, band, 
madrigals, Drama Club and 
bowling.

Her future plans are to 
attend a four-year university 
and major in psychology.

Schillinger is the daugh-
ter of Jeff and Cathy Schil-
linger of Earlville.

Her activities and awards 
include FFA, band, aca-
demic challenge, Interact, 
National Honor Society, Il-
linois State Scholar, Illinois 
FFA state degree, madrigals, 
tae kwon do and pumpkin 
stand owner.

Her future plans are to 
attend a four-year university 
and major in plant sciences.

Stamberger is the son of 
Jayson and Rebecca Stam-
berger of LaMoille.

Among his activities and 
awards are FFA, Drama 
Club, school plays, choir, 
band, madrigals, solo & 
ensemble, cross country, 
tennis, 4-H, technology 
team, math team, National 
Honor Society, Illinois State 
Scholar, SAR Award and 
Lions Honor Banquet.

His future plans are to 
attend college and major 
in mechanical engineering.

Stewart is the daughter of 
Jason and Cheryl Stewart of 
Mendota.

Her activities and awards 
include cheerleading, Span-
ish Club, math team, Span-
ish National Honor Society, 
National Honor Society and 
Illinois State Scholar.

Mendota senior class officers, left to right, are Elly Buettner, Marah Setchell, Maya 
Martin (president), Aliza Salinas-Cervantes and Kya Delao.

Her future plans are to 
attend a four-year university 
and major in psychology and 
neuroscience to become a 
psychiatrist.

Swope is the son of Mark 
Swope of West Brook-
lyn and Rebecca Bond of 
Mendota.

His activities and awards 
include academic challenge 
and Illinois State Scholar.

His future plans are to 
attend IVCC.
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FIRST STATE BANK 
 OF VAN ORIN

Van Orin, IL • (815) 638-2111
MALDEN BANKING CENTER
Malden, IL • (815) 643-2121

Member FDIC

ALBRECHT 
 WELL DRILLING, INC.

19594 2600 North Ave • Ohio
(815) 376-2811 

OHIO  
FILLING STATION
302 N. Main St. • Ohio 

(815) 376-2323 

SWANSON TRUCKING, 
INC.
OLTRO

815-376-2792

Wishing The
Class of ‘22  

A Bright Future!

801 Monroe Street
Mendota, Illinois

866-539-3828
Lic. #058-081159

TRIPLESERVICEINC.COM
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Ohio High School Graduates

Brock Loftus Garett Ringenberg Peyton Tennison

Many college grads are 
continuing their educa-
tions after earning bach-
elor’s degrees. Roughly 
13.1 percent of American 
adults have an advanced 
degree, which is up from 
8.6 percent in 2000, ac-
cording to findings from 
the U.S. Census Bureau’s 

Educational Attainment in 
the United States: 2018. As 
of 2016, 28.5 percent of 
Canadians had a bachelor’ 
s degree or higher, says 
Statistics Canada. 

The National Student 
Clearinghouse Research 
Center says enrollment in 
graduate programs con-
tinues to grow. It rose 3.6 
percent in fall 2020 from 
a year earlier, and 4.4 per-
cent during the spring 2021 
semester, perhaps spurred 
on by the global pandemic 
and schools’ more flexible 
course offerings that cater 
to remote students. 

Despite their growing 
popularity, advanced de-
grees do not always trans-
late into higher salaries or 
improved job prospects. 
The research site Educa-
tiondata.org says about 
9 percent of Americans 
have master’s degrees, 
but the degrees increased 
employability by less than 

Advanced degrees are growing in popularity
3 percent. Furthermore, the 
cost of a master’s degree 
nearly doubles the aver-
age debt held by people 
with bachelor’s degrees, 
according to the person-
al finance marketplace 
Credible. 

In addition, certain 
business owners may even 
pass up on applicants with 
advanced degrees because 
the students had been in 
school too long or tended 
to assume their degrees 
make them worth more, 
according to a report by 
Fox Business. That report 
indicates less than 10 per-
cent of employers believe 
colleges do a good job of 
preparing students for the 
working world, and many 
employers value applicants 
who prioritize real-world 
experience over school-
ing. This is information 
students need to consider 
when thinking about pur-
suing advanced degrees.
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Earlville High School Graduates

Jacob Anderson Rachele Anderson John Ballas Emma Benson Keegan Bottom Elizabeth Browder

Johnathan Brown Nathaniel Crook Kassidy Dickinson Hayley Fitzgerald Carter Garbacz Cassandra Gleason

Rylinn Greer Brynn Guelde Taylor Guelde Ian Hamilton Isabella Harp Breanna Herman

Carson Hologa Kyle Jungels Bryar Keller Emily Kuhn Hailey Kuter Paige Marks
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Earlville High School Graduates

Alexis Olson Elias Oquendo Clayton Philip Avori Rich Jesse Ritchie Avery Strohm

Michael Stuercke Amy Swisher Anthony Towne Jeremy Weymouth Jordan Wilkinson Gabriel Witkowski

There was once a time 
when high school seemed 
like a distant venture. Junior 
high, despite only being 
three years long, seemed to 
be the world. High school 
represented a vague future, 
and high school graduation 
seemed even more remote. 
And yet, time progressed, 
we grew from children to 
young adolescents, and at 
the conclusion of eighth 
grade in May, 2018, a new 
chapter began. Suddenly, 
high school was no longer 
a vague, distant, future; it 
became what defined our 
lives, in the present.

Now, once again, we see 
this story unfold. Up until 
now, our lives after high 
school have represented a 
distant and vague future, 
but much as we had grown 

from children to adolescents 
before, we now mature from 
adolescents to adults.

High school has been a 
journey of growth and dis-
covery. Coming out of junior 
high, our world seemed 
so small. We participated 
in homecoming and the 
exciting activities that go 
along with it for the first 
time. Some of us partook 
in student council, and the 
many dances that come 
along with entering high 
school. Still, schoolwork, 
video games, and meeting 
up at the park with our 
friends continued to pre-
occupy most of our time.

By sophomore year, 
high school became quite 
a bit less scary as we really 
began to feel that we fit in. 
Many of us began getting 

our driver’s licenses, and 
suddenly the world began 
to open. As more of us got 
our first cars, many of us 
also began to get our first 
jobs, and we officially began 
taking our first steps toward 
adulthood.

This leads to junior year, 
where things really began to 
ramp up. We spent much of 
junior year bracing to take 
the SAT, especially in the 
weeks leading up. While 
many of us grumbled at the 
time, it doesn’t seem so bad 
in retrospect. It was also 
during junior year that we 
planned out our first prom, 
a defining moment in our 
journey toward becoming 
upperclassmen.

Junior year was when 
many of us began adopting a 
proper life outside of school, 

and now we arrive at senior 
year, the epitome of our high 
school careers. Senior year 
itself has been one of the 
most thrilling experiences 
in recent memory to most of 
us. This year’s homecoming 
was the most memorable 
and enjoyable yet, as we 
made our float and decorated 
the halls for homecoming 
week. We even adapted our 
own homecoming mascot, 
Henry the Horse! It was 
during experiences such as 
these that we ran into what 
high school is really all 
about: building friendships, 
relationships, and growing 
as people.

Now, senior year is 
coming to a close. We 

Once a distant venture, time at EHS comes to end

See EHS, Page B4
Earlville senior class officers, left to right, are Avery 
Strohm, secretary; Keegan Bottom, president; Elizabeth 
Browder, vice president; and Paige Marks, treasurer.
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FIRST STATE INSURANCE 
EARLVILLE

114 W. Railroad  • (815) 246-8261

EARLVILLE COLD STORAGE
101 N East St. • Earlville

(815) 246-9469

CITY OF EARLVILLE
210 W. Railroad St. • (815) 246-9588

CANTLIN 
LAW FIRM

128 S Ottawa St. • Earlville
815-246-8241

MALLEY PLUMBING, HEATING
& AIR CONDITIONING

123 Ottawa St. • Earlville
815-246-6011

TRI-COUNTY 
VETERINARY SERVICE

Kevin A. Zollars, DVM
920 Greenbriar • Earlville

815-246-9545

WHITTAKER AUTO SALVAGE
1365 N 45th Rd. • Earlville

815-246-7019

EARLVILLE FARMERS COOP
602 W Railroad St. • Earlville

815-246-8461

THE BARBER SHOP
121 S. Ottawa St. • Earlville

815-246-6102

THE LOUNGE
117 S. Ottawa St. • Earlville

815-481-3656

SANDY’S SHEAR MAGIC
127 W. Railroad St. • Earlville

815-246-9393

aren’t quite done yet, still 
having a handful of field 
trips, including the all 
elusive senior trip, the high 
school Six Flags trip, and 
of course the rest of our 
baseball/softball and track 
seasons. In these last few 
weeks before graduation, 
we stand on the edge of a 

Left, Earlville valedic-
torians, left to right, 
are Elizabeth Browder, 
Keegan Bottom and 
Brynn Guelde. Right, 
the salutatorian is Paige 
Marks.

Continued from Page B3

EHS
new frontier, staring into a 
future that once seemed so 
remote and vague, though 
now it comes into focus. I 
am not quite sure what the 
future will hold, but if our 
previous few years of high 
school are anything to go 
by, I can’t wait to find out!

Keegan Bottom
2022 Class President

Earlville High School
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LaMoille High School Graduates

Kylee Brown Carley Collett Richard DeBenedetti Sarah Edwards Austin Fischer Owen Hunter

McKenna Klein Wyatt Lundquist Joseph Melton Brevyn Michael Mason Monroe Ki'Ayana Moore

Joseph Quest Kiersten Shevokas Anthony Taylor Leah Williams

Leah Williams is the 
valedictorian and Kjersten 
Shevokas is the salutatorian 
of the LaMoille High School 
Class of 2022.

Williams is the daughter 
of Brad and Jen Williams of 
Van Orin.

Among her activities 
and awards while in high 
school are band, volleyball, 
National Honor Society, 
class secretary, high honor 
roll, scholar award and DAR 
Good Citizens Award.

Her future plans are to 
start at IVCC and then trans-
fer to a four-year university 
to major in psychology to 
become a child life spe-
cialist.

Shevokas is the daughter 
of Matthew and Katie Shev-
okas of Spring Valley.

Her activities and awards 
at LHS include National 
Honor Society, Illinois State 
Scholar, Elks Teen of the 
Month, State FFA horse 
judging, top of the class 
2019 and 2021, high honor 
roll, state life smarts team, 
state history fair, science fair, 
NCIWorks art contest, Indian 
Valley art contest, academic 
excellence award, finance 
challenge, volleyball, club 
volleyball, student council, 
restaurant club, DIY club, 
drama, CPASA suicide walk, 
BP Power, Red Cross blood 
drive and volunteer at LHS 
and Lions Club.

She plans to attend Iowa 
State University to receive a 
bachelor’s degree in animal 
science and study pre-vet-
erinary.

Williams, Shevokas are top
two for LHS Class of 2022
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FIRST STATE BANK OF VAN ORIN
Van Orin, IL • (815) 638-2111

MALDEN BANKING CENTER
Malden, IL • (815) 643-2121

Member FDIC

FIRST STATE BANK 
90 N. Main St. • LaMoille

815.638.2398
Member FDIC

LEFFELMAN & ASSOCIATES
102 Main St. • LaMoille • (815) 638-2171
111 W. Main • Sublette • (815) 849-5219

Graduation is a momen-
tous occasion for students 
that marks an end to many 
years of dedication to stud-
ies. Most people look back 
fondly on the day they 
received their degrees and 
diplomas. But often what 
is remembered most when 
a person graduates is the 
party that commemorated 
the event.

For parents planning 
graduation parties for their 
children, graduation season 
may be filled with nostalgia 
about their own childhoods 
and experiences. While par-
ents can borrow from what 
they learned along the way, 
graduation parties for their 
kids should definitely focus 
on the here and now — and 
what is important to the new 
grad. In fact, the guest of 
honor should be tapped to 
help create the party of his 
or her desires. 

How to throw - and enjoy - a graduation party
Book early

Most schools host com-
mencement ceremonies 
in May or June. With so 
many people planning par-
ties around the same time, 
venues and vendors will 
be snatched up quickly. As 
soon as you learn the grad-
uation date, reserve a party 
space and contact caterers, 
florists, entertainment, or 
other vendors who will be 
used for the event.

Host an open 
house party

An open house party 
enables guests to arrive and 
depart freely according to 
their schedules so graduates 
can hop from one party to 
the next. This occurs over a 
long period of time (four to 
five hours is a good window) 
and the party does not follow 
any strict schedule.

An open house party 
requires having food and 

beverages available at all 
times, so it’s important to 
have an array of options 
that can be served room 
temperature or kept safe 
over ice or heat. Chips and 
dips, sliced vegetables and 
small sandwiches are good 
options. Crocks and chafing 
dishes can be used to keep 
foods warm. 
Prevent the temptation

Even if the party will 
feature a mix of students, 
friends and adult family, 
it may be safer to avoid 
serving alcohol. This way 
you do not run the risk of 
an underage guest sneaking 
an alcoholic beverage and 
leaving the party intoxi-
cated. Remember, in some 
areas you can be legally 
prosecuted for permitting 
underage drinking to occur, 
so it’s best to do whatever 
it takes to prevent such a 
scenario. 

Pick a theme
A theme can make a 

graduation party even more 
enjoyable. Tie the theme 
into the grad’s personality 
or future plans or go with a 
classic, such as a Hawaiian 
luau, which is fitting for 

outdoor events. 
Hire a wait staff

One way to enjoy the 
graduation party is to free up 
time to mingle. Hiring a wait 
staff means drink and food 
service as well as clean-up 
can be handled by others.

Graduation parties soon 
will be in full swing. 
Parents can make their 
youngsters’ graduation 
bash more memorable by 
getting a head start and 
incorporating a few useful 
strategies.
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HATS OFF
to the class of 2022!    

Best of Luck
in the Future!

Rt. 251 South • Mendota • 539-9343

Chevrolet • Buick Commercial Truck Center

To the Class of 2022, 
As you walk through the Amboy 

High School campus for one of the 
last times, take a moment to reflect 
on the last 13 years you have been in 
school. As a class, we have become so 
strong together and have learned how 
to deal with unknown circumstances. 
We continued to learn and carry on 
our education even though we were 
fighting a worldwide pandemic that 
totally blindsided us all. Through 
cancellations, remote learning, and 
adapting to new rules, we learned 
what it’s like to be thrown into some-
thing and have to “roll with it.” There 
were countless times we were told 
to pack up, head home, and resort 
to a completely online platform at 
a moments notice. We were forced 
to be independent, and flexible, as 
we navigated through this unknown 
territory, and we emerged stronger 
than ever.

Since the beginning of kindergar-
ten, we have continued to work hard 
and achieve our goals. Test after test, 
assignment after assignment, grade 
after grade, long night after long night, 
each in pursuit of graduation. Here we 
stand, days from graduation, some of 
us wondering what they are going to 
do next, while others having a clear 
vision of the path ahead of them. 
Wherever our paths lead us, it will 
be our hard work that will make our 
journeys successful.

Throughout the past 13 years, we 

have been taught many lessons in 
school. The most important lesson is 
to be appreciative of what we have. 
As we were nearing the end of our 
Sophomore year, we quickly realized 
we took sports, family events, in-per-
son learning, and seeing our friends 
for granted. When all the things that 
we took for granted began again, we 
realized how much we appreciate 
them. As we reflect on the last four 
years, we should be appreciative 
of the lessons we learned and the 
hardships we overcame. While we 
set goals for ourselves, it is important 
that we don’t get caught up in our 
want for them. Instead it is about the 
things you will learn as you achieve 
your goals that are worth it all. 

As you zip up your graduation 
gown and put on your cap, I challenge 
you all to work hard, aim high, and 
accept the unpredictable and unfa-
miliar. As Miriam Hoffman once 
said, “Friends, don’t let the weight of 
the whole distance be exhausting, just 
go out there and take the next step.” 
I encourage you all to just take the 
next step, no matter the uncertainty, 
you will find yourself in a better place 
than before. We will set sail out of 
the harbor one last time, not at the 
end of our horizon, but at the very 
beginning of a new one. 

Mason Ely
Class of 2022 President

Amboy High School

Amboy High School

Amboy High School senior class officers, left to right, are President Mason Ely, Vice President 
Olivia Dinges, Treasurer Andruw Jones, Co-Secretary Olivia Miller and Co-Secretary Dana 
Merriman.
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Going 
off to 
college?

Keep up on your hometown 
news with a subscription to  

The Reporter!
‘Call (815) 539-9396 for all 

the details.

P.O. Box 300, 703 Illinois Ave., Mendota, IL 61342 • www.mendotareporter.com

Subscription

includes FREE

E-Edition!
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TO OUR

GRADUATES

1102 Meriden St. • Mendota •  539-9341

from all of us at:

Congratulations

Elizabeth 
Malach

(Amboy)
Natalie Bodmer

(Mendota)

Trace Lundeen
(Mendota)

Seth Peterson
(Mendota)
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Amboy top 10 students
Amboy High School 

has named its top academic 
students for the graduating 
class of 2022.

Lauren Althaus is the 
daughter of Steve and Deb-
orah Althaus of Sublette.

Her honors and activ-
ities include Northwest 
Upstate Illini Conference 
award, Sub-Let Indians 
4-H member (10 years, 
officer-holder), Amboy FFA 
Chapter (office-holder), 
Amboy State Parliamentary 

Procedure, Section FFA 
Proficiency award winner, 
National Honor Society, 
Student Council, Leo’s 
Club member, St. Ambrose 
honors program and more.

Her future plans are to 
attend St. Ambrose Univer-
sity to major in nursing or 
occupational therapy.

Connor Hummel is the 
son of Nathan and Tiffany 
Hummel of Dixon.

Among his honors and 
activities are student coun-

cil, National Honor Society, 
Phi Theta Kappa, Sauk 
Academy dual enrollment, 
competitive dancer, dance 
award winner, marching 
band, drum captain, Certif-
icate of Excellence (Rural 
Health Program), Red Cross 
blood drives, Teen Turf 
community service, WACC 
CEO program and donator 
to KSB Foundation.

His future plans are to 
transfer to Northern Illinois 
University to continue study 

in biology. After that, he 
would like to enroll in a 
medical school and com-
plete a master’s program to 
one day become a surgeon.

Andruw Jones is the son 
of Doug and Nicole Jones of 
West Brooklyn.

Among his honors and 
activities are baseball, cross 
country, basketball, class 
officer, National Honor 
Society, Spanish Honor 
Society and FFA.

His will attend St. Am-

brose University to study 
pre-med and also play 
baseball.

Dana Merriman is the 
daughter of Dave and Bren-
da Merriman of Amboy.

Her honors and activities 
include band, choir FFA, 
Student Council, National 
Society, National Society 
of High School Scholars, 
Leo’s Club, Outdoors Club, 
softball, Miss Amboy 2021, 
2022 Illinois Miss Agricul-
ture USA, class secretary, 
Amboy FFA Chapter sec-
retary, Section 2 FFA vice 
president, drum major, 
DeKalb award winner, 
FFA Alumni Scholarship 
recipient, Amber award 
and scholarship winner, 
Parliamentary Procedure 
team member, state FFA 
band member, NUIC band 
member.

She plans to attend Sauk 
Valley Community College 
and get an associate’s degree, 
and then transfer to Southern 
Illinois University and major 

See AHS, Page B12

in agriculture education. 
During her time at SVCC, 
she will be working for Nick 
Delancy in photography.

Alexis Piper Morgan is 
the daughter of Todd and 
Julie Morgan of Amboy.

Among her honors and 
activities are dancer at 
Starlight Dance Studio, 
Leo’s Club, Student Coun-
cil, Spanish Honor Society, 
National Honor Society 
(officer-holder), Phi The-
ta Kappa Honor Society, 
National Society of High 
School Scholars, Student of 
the Month, Dean’s List and 
President’s List at SVCC.

Her future plans are to 
attend either St. Ambrose 
University or Illinois State 
University to major in 
accounting and minor in 
business administration. 
She also plans to obtain and 
internship within her field 
and then later get a job.
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Amboy High School Graduates

Lauren Althaus Jacob Bickett Hannah Blanton Isaac Blodgett Abigail Christoffersen Nicholas Corcoran

Dylan Daniels Angela Daszkiewicz Ethan Davis Olivia Dinges Ian Eller Mason Ely

Gracie Esquivel Jordan Gulley Sabdy Herrera Jairon Hochstatter Connor Hummel Andruw Jones

Ingrid Larson Nicole Latta Elizabeth Malach Haden McCoy Alyzea McKendry Riley McNair
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Amboy High School Graduates

Dana Merriman Olivia Miller Amelia Mondra Alexis Morgan Baylie Nickel Kenzie Nickel

Autumn Norman Austin Olson Chanlor Pohl Lauren Richardson Samuel Russell Christian Shaw

Madalyn Shuck Connor Simpson Haley Sus Lauren Tarr Dalton Thomas Caden Wittenauer

Haidyn Zimmerly
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VAESSEN BROS. CHEVROLET 
505 N. Pennsylvania Ave. • Sublette 

(815) 849-5232
www.vaessenbrothers.com 

SUBLETTE FARMER'S 
ELEVATOR 

100 W. Main St. • Sublette 
(815) 849-5222

SENSIENT FLAVORS 
25 E Main St. • Amboy 

(815) 857-3691

CARRIAGE HOUSE ELECTRIC 
1886 Richardson Rd.• Amboy 

(815) 849-5598

TO THE CLASS OF 

LEFFELMAN & ASSOCIATES 
16 S. Jones• Amboy 

(815) 857-2125
111 W. Main St. • Sublette 

(815) 849-5219

ERBES REALTY 
1922 Tower Road • Sublette 

(815) 535-6295

THE AMBOY NEWS 
245 E. Main St. • Amboy 

(815) 857-2311
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Amboy High School top 10 students, left to right, are Dana Merriman, Lauren Al-
thaus, Samuel Russell, Lauren Richardson, Andruw Jones, Lauren Tarr, and Alexis 
Piper. Not pictured are Madelyn Shuck, Sabdy Herrera and Connor Hummel.

Lauren Richardson is 
the daughter of Kelley and 
Stephanie Richardson of 
Harmon.

Her honors and activities 
include National Honor 
Society, Leo’s Club, volley-
ball, softball, Student of the 
Month at WACC and AHS, 
4.0 grade point average and 
highest honor roll.

She will attend St. Am-
brose University to obtain 
a bachelor’s degree in be-
havioral neuropsychology 
and a master’s degree in 
speech-language pathology.

Samuel Russell is the 
son of Brian and Kathleen 
Russell of Sublette.

He has been active in 

baseball, FFA and National 
Honor Society.

He will be going into 
the work force or ComEd/
Union Local 150.

Lauren Tarr is the daugh-
ter of Andrew and Rachel 
Tarr of Amboy.

Her honors and activ-
ities include Leo’s Club 
(officer-holder), Student 
Council, National Honor 
Society (office-holder), 
Spanish Honor Society, 
softball, cross country, 
volleyball, Sauk Valley CC 
honors program partici-
pant, Illinois State Scholar, 
Sauk Academy participant, 
SVCC president’s list, Stu-
dent of the Month, highest 
honor roll, cross country 
most improved, Sublette 

Continued from Page B8

AHS
Fire Department studying 
EMT and firefighter, Illinois 
Principal Association lead-
ership participant.

After high school, she 
plans to continue at SVCC 
for one year to finish her as-
sociate’s degree in business. 
From there, she will transfer 
to Illinois State University to 
pursue a degree in finance. 
After college, to plans to 
follow in her father’s foot-
steps and pursue a career in 
law enforcement in hopes 
of one day becoming a de-
tective or K-9 officer. After 
20 years of service, she 
envisions changing careers 
and working as a financial 
advisor. She also plans to 
continue volunteering as an 
EMT and firefighter.

Amboy News Spring  
Subscription 

Savings 
Sale Price Expires on May 31, 2022

12 Month  
Subscription Sale

$37.50 (Regular yearly rate $42)
Residents of Lee, Bureau and  

LaSalle Counties

$43.00 (Regular yearly rate $47)
For Residents of All Other Areas

Fill out and return to the Amboy News Office

  Name: _________________________________________

  Address: _______________________________________

  City: __________________  State: _____ Zip: ________

  Telephone: ______________________________________

  Email: ___________________________________________
 

**Form and payment must be received to  
qualify for special rate.

245 East Main St., PO Box 162, Amboy IL 61310
815-857-2311
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