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A Look Back At Amboy’s Heroes Who Served During World War II

By BRANDON LaCHANCE
Amboy News reporter

SUBLETTE — Former 
Woodhaven Lakes Finance 
Manager Donna Unrath was 
charged with Class 2 Felony 
theft on July 7 for allegedly 
taking $10,000-$100,00 
from her former employer.

The Woodhaven Lakes 
Association Board of Direc-
tors had its monthly meeting 
on July 23 and matter was 
addressed during the meet-
ing. The board of directors 
meetings are available for 
viewing on youtube.com.

Jeff Hickey, the execu-
tive director at Woodhaven 
Lakes, read a statement 
claiming the reportable sto-
len funds are $333,046 after 
an internal audit was held.

The board stands by its 
original statement on June 
25 in which it stated several 
inaccuracies and inconsis-
tencies were found in the 
bookkeeping. This led it to 
believe that theft of funds 

Former Woodhaven Lakes finance 
manager charged with felony theft
q Woodhaven Board 
states the theft 
reached $333,046

could have occurred over the 
past few years.

Hickey added there is no 
indication a current employ-
ee(s) was involved.

Woodhaven Lakes As-
sociation contacted the Lee 
County Sheriff Department, 
presented the bookkeeping 
and the case, and the Lee 
County Sheriff’s Office ar-
rested Unrath.

During an ongoing in-
vestigation, specific details 
can’t be released, which 
Hickey announced during 
the July 23 meeting, but it 
was relayed Woodhaven is 
working with Cincinnati 
Insurance Company and 
WIPFLI, the auditing com-
pany, to obtain restitution of 
the stolen funds. 

Hickey went over a time-
line and where Woodhaven, 

the Lee County Sheriff’s 
Office, Cincinnati Insur-
ance Company, and WIP-
FLI are with the case and 
the findings.

- Woodhaven’s internal 
controls found the issue.

- Inconsistencies in ac-
counting procedure were 
addressed to Unrath (Hickey 
never said Unrath, just for-
mer employee).

- Unrath resigned as ac-
counting administrator.

- Additional inconsisten-
cies identified immediately 
after resignation.

- Inconsistencies with 
financial records and theft 
of funds identified within 
months of resignation.

- Internal investigation 
confirmed portion of theft, 
local authorities and insur-
ance company made aware.

- Charges filed.
-  Whi le  p repar ing 

Woodhaven’s year-end audit, 
additional inconsistencies 
were found.

Unrath will be in court 
Thursday, Aug. 25 for a 
pretrial hearing.

Editor’s note: The Amboy News will be 
publishing a series of articles on veterans who 
served during World War II. These heroes are 
part of Amboy’s history and it is our honor to 
publish these articles so you can learn about 
their service to our country. This article was 
researched by Jack Mead and Tom Dempsey, 
and written by Dempsey.

Rodney 
Vail Buchman

Rodney Vail Buchman was born at home 
on the farm on St. Patrick’s Day, 1918 to Frank 
and Ethyl Buchman near Franklin Grove. His 
brother, Frank Morris Buchman, was two 
years old, and these two boys would be the 
only two sons in the Buchman Family. Mr. 
Buchman was a farmer in China Township 
(later renamed as Franklin Grove Township), 
and Mrs. Buchman was a homemaker. The 
family rented their house and farmland. 
Rodney’s paternal grandparents had immi-
grated to America from Germany, and his 
maternal grandparents were of Canadian 
and American ancestry. Rodney and Morris 
attended grammar school in the Franklin 
Grove School District and graduated from 
Amboy High School in 1936.

Rodney worked for a time with his father 
and brother doing farm work for the family. 
He enlisted in the Army in March of 1941 and 
left home with the National Guard on March 
19, 1941, going directly to Camp Forrest, 
Tenn. Later he joined the Paratroopers and 
trained at Fort Benning, Ga., and Fort Bragg, 
N.C. Following America’s entry into World 
War II, he headed overseas in April of 1942 
as a member of Company C, 504th Parachute 
Infantry Regiment of the 82nd Airborne Divi-
sion, commanded by General Omar Bradley. 
In June of that same year, his older brother 
Morris, a flight instructor in the Army Air 

Corps, was killed in 
a plane crash while 
on duty at Wadlow 
Field, near Alton.

After arriving in 
Casablanca, French 
Morocco on May 
10, 1943, the 504th 
began the grueling 
preparations for the 
drops into Sicily 
from their base in 

North Africa. Finally, on the night of July 
10, the 504th was ordered to jump on Farello 
Airstrip, which was held by the Americans. 
However, disaster soon struck. One anti-air-
craft gunner opened up on the transports 
and soon other itchy trigger fingers jerked 
in response. Twenty-three of 144 USAAF 
transports were shot down by friendly fire and 
a total of 318 American troops were killed 
or wounded in the operation. Rodney partic-
ipated in this action as part of Company C.

On Sept. 9, 1944 Field-Marshal Montgom-
ery proposed a plan, called Operation Market 
Garden, to secure a bridgehead across the 
Rhine. The operation called for a combined 
armor and airborne assault to seize and hold 
key bridges and roads deep behind German 
lines in Holland. The airborne phase of the 
operation consisted of capturing five bridges 
ahead of the armored force. The 504th now 
back at full strength rejoined the 82nd, while 
the 507th went to the 17th Airborne Division. 
During this fighting, Rodney sustained injuries 
resulting from artillery fragments, including 
damage to his eyes. After a stay in the medical 
unit, Rodney was released to active duty. Over 
the duration of the war, Rodney took part in 
the invasion of Sicily, Salerno, Anzio, Holland, 
Belgium, and Germany. He was killed in action 
in Belgium on Dec. 6, 1944 while loading a 

truck near the front lines.
Rodney was known to everyone for his 

fine personality, his excellent scholarship at 
Amboy High School, and his ability to make 
friends. He will be remembered forever for his 
heroism in the cause of freedom and decency. 
Although many Gold Star Families suffered 
untold grief and loss during wartime, Frank 
and Ethyl Buchman are also remembered for 
the unimaginable pain of losing both of their 
loving sons in this cause.

Citations:
Purple Heart
World War II Victory Medal
American Campaign Medal
Army Presidential Unit Citation
Army Good Conduct Medal
Sources:
https://www.findagrave.com/memori-

al/17983393/rodney-vail-buchman
https://www.honorstates.org/index.

php?id=453469
h t t p s : / / w w w . a n c e s -

t r y . c o m / d i s c o v e r y u i - c o n t e n t /
view/15389697:61817?tid=&pid=&query-
Id=b2535bc42f2a142d377681af560afc8f&_
phsrc=Hvu960&_phstart=successSource

h t t p s : / / w w w . a n c e s -
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U.S. Census, 1920: https://www.ances-
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Dixon Evening Telegraph, April 7, 1945
Dixon Evening Telegraph, November 

24, 1947
Dixon Evening Telegraph, December 4, 

1947

By BRANDON LaCHANCE
Amboy News reporter

AMBOY – When Mi-
chael Charles was invited by 
Buddy Guy to play the blues 
in Chicago, the Australian 
musician told his manage-
ment, ‘There is nothing to 
think about, let’s just do it.’

Fast forward from 1989 to 
2022, Charles had the same 
demeanor when he was asked 
to play from 7:30-10:30 p.m. 
on Aug. 13 at the O’Connell’s 
Yogi Bear RV Resort (970 
Green Wing Road, Amboy) 
during Blues, Bears & BBQ.

“I was at Yogi Bear 
Park last year. It was just as 
things were starting to pick 
up again after the pandemic 
(Covid-19),” Charles said. 
“It was one of those early 
coming back from the pan-
demic shows that we used 
sort of like a dress rehearsal. 
It was cool to get back to per-

Singing the blues 
at Yogi Bear

Blues musician Michael CharlesSee BLUES, page A2

forming and pull it together 
again and Yogi was one of 
those springboards for us.

“Now, we’re back in full 
swing and it’s nice to return 
to Yogi Bear Park so we can 
do a show where we’re a little 
more ready than the first time 
I was there.”

Charles, who has been 
Grammy elected 10 times 
and is a member of the Chi-
cago Blues Hall of Fame, 
remembered playing at Yogi 
quite vividly.

Actually, it’s a perfor-
mance his friends, family, 
and fans have heard before 
as well.

“The name of the park 
says it all. I was on the stage 
doing my thing and the next 
moment, I feel a tap on my 
back, I turned around, and 
it was Yogi Bear himself,” 

See TAX, page A4

By JERRY NOWICKI
Capitol News Illinois 

SPRINGFIELD – Be-
ginning Friday and lasting 
through Aug. 14, the state 
will reduce its sales tax rate 
from 6.25 percent to 1.25 
percent for certain clothing 
items costing less than $125 
and school supplies.

The “tax holiday” was 
included in Gov. JB Pritz-
ker’s “family relief plan,” 
one prong of several bills 
making up the Fiscal Year 
2023 operating budget. 
The tax breaks passed with 
nearly unanimous support 
in the General Assembly 
and provided an estimated 
$1.8 billion in tax relief for 
Illinoisans.

“These past two-and-
a-half years, for everyone, 
of managing through the 
pandemic has been hard,” 
Pritzker said at a news con-

10-day sales tax reduction on 
clothing, school supplies begins
q Tax decreases to 1.25% through August 14

ference Thursday. “And the 
last nine months of inflation 
on top of that has strained 
the budgets of parents and 
teachers alike. Prices have 
risen for everything from 
gas to groceries to school 
supplies, and everyone is tak-
ing a hit. It’s at moments like 
these that we need thoughtful 
and creative solutions that 
provide financial relief for 
Illinois families.”

The state estimated the 
sales tax reduction would 
amount to $50 million in 
savings for taxpayers. 

Included clothing items
The 10-day tax reduction 

includes clothing items 
costing less than $125 indi-
vidually.

Clothing items, as defined 
by the law, include the stan-
dard items such as shorts, 
pants, skirts, shirts and un-

By BRANDON LaCHANCE
Amboy News reporter

AMBOY – Driving 
through downtown Am-
boy on Aug. 5, you may 
have been able to see the 
inside of the building at 
65 Southeast Ave. from 
the outside.

What was once Mort’s 
Tap and other businesses 
beforehand, became a con-
demned building neighbors 
wanted to fix or replace.

After researching safe-
ty and health restrictions 
and maintenance costs, 
neighbor Long Branch, 
made an executive deci-
sion to have the building 
demolished. 

“We had the opportunity 
to acquire the business next 
door to the Long Branch. 
Our goal was to expand 
the Long Branch and the 
type of services the Long 
Branch offers,” said Wendy 
Olson, who has owned the 
Long Branch with her hus-
band Bob since 2006. “We 
had to make the decision 
to tear down the physical 
buildings that were right 

Workers knock down condemned buildings on South-
east Avenue.

Condemned buildings demolished

next door to the Long Branch 
for safety reasons.

“The Trackside building 
– which was actually two 
buildings, there is a third 
building, and then there is 
Mort’s – those four buildings 
have been lacking in main-
tenance. Ultimately, we had 
to make the decision to tear 
the buildings down because 
most of the buildings had 
deteriorated to a point, they 
were not safe or able to be 
repaired, both in physical See BUILDINGS, page A2

and economic standpoints.
“Our goal is to preserve 

the nostalgia and the 
character of the previous 
businesses that have been 
on what is typically called, 
‘Whiskey Row.’ It’s not 
just about Mort’s, it’s 
about all of the previous 
businesses. Where Track-
side was, it used to be the 
Essence House, Lamb’s 
Pizza Place, Trackside, 
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INSURANCE

AVON

To Buy or Sell. 41 Years as an Avon Lady.

Avon
Independent Sales Reprsentative

576 N. 3859th Rd.
Rt. 2
Mendota, IL 61342
815.343.4750 
mezandmezzzie@
gmail.com

COMMUNITY CENTER

AMBOY 
COMMUNITY 

CENTER
Available For 

Receptions, Meetings, Fund-Raisers
280 W. Wasson Rd. • Amboy, IL 61310
(815) 440-5784 • (815) 857-2324

Julie DeArmitt - Manager

FUNERAL HOME

Mihm-Jones 
Funeral Home

Patrick Jones
303 E. Main Street • Amboy 
 815-857-2611

www.thejonesfh.com

REAL ESTATE

LLC

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI
Managing Broker

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI

Designated Managing Broker

ADVERTISING

Your Business in 
this space for only 
$30.00 per month. 

CALL 
The Amboy News 
at 815-857-2311.

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR

205 W. Main St. | Sublette, IL

815-849-5225
mainstreetrepair16@yahoo.com

•Stihl Outdoor Power Equipment
•Husqvarna Mowers 

• Dixon ZTR Parts

SALES & 
SERVICE

FINANCIAL

815-849-5476

HOME REMODELING

R N B 
17 years doing  

business in Amboy

Over 25 Years in 
Service!

Robert Moore
Owner

815-857-3246

Home Repair 
& Remodeling

ELECTRICAL 

For All Your Electrical Needs
Call 815-538-5598

INSURANCE

Heiting Insurance Agency
Serving the Mendota &

surrounding area for 25+ years!

Auto/Home/Business/Farm

Dick Heiting • Suzanne Heiting

1409 E.
Main

Mendota(815)539-9265

PRINTING SERVICES

ISV Realty

REAL ESTATE

Matt Willahan
106 S. Mason, Amboy

815-218-8858
www.ISVRealty.com

LAWN CARE

Larry Kosowski

815-582-2781

PO Box 296
Sublette, IL 61367

MOWING

YARD CLEAN-UP
MOWING & 
MORE

Amboy, IL
779-861-1886

Robert Moore

MOORE’S

CAR SHOW COMMITTEE 
50/50 DRAWING

Get your tickets NOW at the following locations: $1 each or 6 for $5
AMBOY:
The Last Alarm

Jones Berry Lumber 

The Long Branch Saloon 

Two Sisters on Main 

Depot Tap

Shell Express Lane  

Mowers and More 

Revolution Wellness

DIXON: Shamrock Pub

SUBLETTE:
Bonnell’s General Store

Sublette Saloon

Vaessen Bros. Chevrolet, Inc.

OHIO: Harry’s

Ticket sales will end on 
Saturday, Aug. 27 at noon, at 
the Dixon, Ohio and Sublette 

locations.

Amboy locations will sell 
until noon on  

Sunday, Aug. 28. 

Depot Days Drum is located 
at Amboy Food and Liquor.

For more information, 
check out the Amboy 

Depot Days 50/50 
Facebook page.

Drawing Sunday, August 28 after the Car Show       Proceeds to benefit Community Projects

2021 Winner - $105,580
5 - 2nd Place winners -  $2,000 Cash Each

(Winners need not be present to win)

WORLD FAMOUS AMBOY DEPOT DAYS

On sa
le 

now
!

08
17

20
22

Online .................................................... $25*
*Plus Processing Fee

Mail-In ......................................................$30
Race Day .................................................$35

Pre-Race packet pickup:
Friday, August 26th from 4-6:30 pm at the lobby of  

the new High School entrance.
All proceeds to benefit the students of Amboy, CUSD 272.

REGISTER TODAY!
For more information or to register go to www.amboy.net

Be Sure To Register For The Family Challenge again this year!

07
27

20
22

Formerly the Depot Days Dash

Race Day is Aug. 27, 2022

Charles said. “That was one 
of the most unique things I 
ever experienced on stage. 

“It represents the park. It 
was all fun. It’s one of those 
stories that will pop up when 
we’re touring. We talk about 

BLUES continued from page A1
eventually taught Charles the 
basic chords and passed on 
the love of music.

“My dad (Sam Charles) 
loved country music. I started 
playing country-type songs 
and licks. As I was getting 
older and listening to the 
radio, I remember when the 
Beatles came out,” Charles 
said. “I remember when 
John Fogarty was Credence 
(Credence Clear Water Re-
vival). Eric Clapton was with 
Cream. The Rolling Stones 
were the Rolling Stones, and 
Elvis Presley.

“There is this long list 
of awesome musicians that 
were all blues-based musi-

cians. They were all influ-
enced by the blues. These 
guys influencing me, I was 
learning the blues and didn’t 
even realize I was learning 
the blues.” 

Now known as a blues 
musician, Charles revels in 
the fact he played the instru-
ment his father did, plays 
similar riffs as his idols, and 
has an identifiable resume 
and discography.

To him, it all makes sense.
Playing the guitar and 

performing at show like the 

certain places or things that 
happened at certain venues, 
and the Yogi Bear Park comes 
up and we have a chuckle. 
It usually goes, ‘How about 
that time Yogi Bear came on 
stage with us?’”

The Australian picked up 
the guitar for the first time 
when he 5 or 6 years old.

When he picked the in-
strument up, he was follow-
ing in his father’s footsteps as 
he was a stringer veteran who 

one 7:30-10:30 p.m., Aug. 
13 at Yogi Bear RV Park in 
Amboy is all he wants to do.

“I don’t remember not 
holding a guitar or not play-
ing. I’ve been doing it for 
so long,” Charles said. “I’ve 
had a guitar in my hands for 
a good 60 years or so, and 
I hope to keep playing for 
another 60 years.

“My guitar playing is my 
occupation, my hobby, my 
habit, the evolution of who I 
am. I can’t think of a time that 
I won’t be playing a guitar.”

Michael Charles will be playing the blues from 7:30-
10:30 p.m. Aug. 13 at Yogi Bear Campground.

Wayne’s Trackside, and 
another pizza place. 

“We want to preserve 
some of that, but we are try-
ing to develop the area so our 
customers can enjoy an out-
door atmosphere. Through 
COVID-19, we realized we 
don’t offer outdoor seating 
and Amboy doesn’t have a 
bar or restaurant that offers 
an outdoor venue. It made 
sense to us to try to take some 
of the deteriorated buildings 
and turn them into an outdoor 
atmosphere and allow us to 
go down that avenue to better 
serve our great customers.”

The building that was at 
63 Southeast Ave. (Track-
side) was torn down in 
April and the demolition of 
65 Southeast Ave. will be 
finished in August.

The future landscape is 
still a work in progress as 
Olson is taking all suggestions 
of what could replace the con-
demned, historical buildings.

BUILDINGS
continued from page A1
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Amboy Community Center
280 W. Wasson Road  • 1-815-963-1609, reservations
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A United Way Agency

Senior Dining Menu
August 15-19

8 oz. of low-fat milk served with each meal

Monday – Chicken parmesan, pasta w/marinara, Sicilian 
blend veg, wgr dinner roll, diced pears.
Tuesday – Chef salad with greens, turkey, ham, cukes, 
eggs, tomatos, cheese, wgr dinner roll/butter, mandarin 
oranges.
Wednesday – Polish sausage, sauerkraut, potato wedges, 
baked beans, chilled applesauce, wgr hot dog bun.
Thursday – Cheese omelette, sausage patties, wgr blue-
berry muffin, hot peaches.
Friday -  A). Pepper steak, mashed potato/gravy, glazed 
carrots, wgr wheat bread-1, pineapple tidbits. B). Turkey/
vegetable.

Reservations needed
10:00 am day before

Meals served
Mon.-Fri. at 11:00 am

If you have ever considered becoming 
a first responder please check out our 
website, fill out a brief application, and 

schedule a visit with us! 
www.amboyfd.com/join-us

05252022

THIS IS ATTORNEY ADVERTISING sponsored by Foote, Mielke, Chavez & O’Neil, LLC 
(“FMCO”), 10 W. State Street, Geneva, Illinois 60134. FMCO helps consumers nationwide. 
The information contained herein is provided as general reference not intended to be legal 
advice. Past performance not an indication of future results. Attorney-client relationship is 
not formed until a fee agreement is signed by you and the law firm. 

CALL NOW FOR A FREE CASE REVIEW: 

(630) 232-7450 WEBSITE: www.fmcolaw.com 
EMAIL: plc@fmcolaw.com

Camp Lejeune 
Toxic Water Claims

Many 
Illnesses, 
Diseases 

and Deaths 
Qualify

IF YOU OR A FAMILY  
MEMBER LIVED OR 
WORKED AT CAMP 
LEJEUNE AT ANY TIME 
BETWEEN 1953 – 1987, AND 
SUBSEQUENTLY SUFFERED A 
SERIOUS HEALTH PROBLEM 
OR ILLNESS YOU MAY BE 
ENTITLED TO SIGNIFICANT 
COMPENSATION. 
SURVIVING FAMILY 
MEMBERS MAY RECOVER. 

07
20

20
22

582 US Rt. 52, Sublette $329,000 
An abundance of room inside and outside is what this property boasts of! 

Nestled in this 3+ acres is a lovely and updated 5 bedroom and 4 bathroom 
home. The loft offers endless possibilities. Also included is a large building for 
storing your bigger toys. Don’t let this one slip away-call for a showing today!

Any type of property 
- any time of year 

(815)849-5476

Mary Lovgren 
Realtor/Broker
815-994-1449

REDUCED

GREEN RIVER 
CHIROPRACTIC
Dr. Colin Baker, D.C. - CCSP®

Kids - Family - Athletes - Auto Accidents - Worker’s Comp

Keep your health flowing with chiropractic care!

Our Family Protecting Your FamilyOur Family Protecting Your Family

03212022

MOTOR HOME
PARK MODEL

TRAVEL TRAILER
RECREATIONAL 

VEHICLE
BOAT

Lisa Quest 
815-857-2125

Julie Burkardt 
815-849-5219

See one of our park model and 
travel trailer insurance  

specialists today.

Call Julie, Lisa, Mary or Lexi today!

WHEN DISASTER 
STRIKES - BE READY,
WITH LEFFELMAN & 

ASSOCIATES

We Are Working For You!

Mary Reglin 
815-849-5219

Lexi Klein 
815-638-2171

4-H Breakfast  Thank you’s
We couldn’t have done it without the following adult 

volunteers: Judy Schmidt, Donna Wellman, Janine Huffman, 
Barb Harrison, Shelli Bump, Mark Grossman, Shannon 
Nichols, Sandy Draper, Mary Katherine Stenzel, Jillian 
Rieskamp; Katie Vaupel; Candy Robinson; Larry Piper; and 
Mercedes Kulak.  

Young adult volunteers: Brooklyn Strub, Addison Bump, 
Amylia Bump, Vanessa Gross, Lila Rieskamp, Caylee Hum-
mel, Hayden Thomas, Michael Farrar, Kylee Grotzinger, 
Makayla Burt, Anthony Linder, Matthew Farrar, Hope Lauzon, 
Chole Vaupel, Kylie Vaupel, Madison Heath, Mason Heath, 
Estella Zambrano, Zoe Zambrano, and Bailey Wittenauer.  

School Supplies
If you are in need of any supplies, please message us on 

Facebook, call us at 815-857-4800, or email us at teenturf@
yahoo.com with the name of the child and what grade they 
are going in.  

Afterschool program
We will have applications ready in the hallway, starting 

at the end of this week. If you have a 3rd grader or above, 
they may be able to attend. They will ride the bus, have a hot 
meal, a fun place to play, and of course complete homework. 
More info to come.  

Volunteers
“The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in the 

service of others.” Gandhi. Please consider helping us help 
children during our afterschool program. It runs from 3:30 
till 5 p.m.  We need people to listen to children read, do basic 
math, and other small tasks. Give one hour or give a little bit 
more. Contact us at 815-857-4800 if interested.  

Thank You’s
We are always grateful for those that help us: Sandy 

Morrissey for monetary donation for school supplies; Lori 
Hendrickson for monetary donation; Barb Harrison for the 
school supplies; Gary and Lori Wilhelm for the paper towels; 
Justine Albee for the book bags; Bill and Vicki Schauer for 
the paper towels and snack bars; Mary Katherine Stenzel for 
getting the supplies; Anonymous donation for the poptarts and 
snacks; Lynn and Tim O’Laughlin for the snacks; Kim and 
Mark Stram for the school supplies; and Monthly Anonymous 
donation of snacks, grapes, and paper towels

Needs
Toilet paper and if you are upgrading your outdoor um-

brella, we will take your old one.  
Final Word

God, our Rock, times of service can be intense and physi-
cally draining for volunteers because they don’t do the work 
every day. We pray for Your blessing on each of the volunteers 
You have brought to serve with us. We ask that You would set 
a guard over them and keep them strong in You. You promised 
that You would be our strength, so we ask You to give each 
volunteer the measure of the strength that they will need to 
accomplish what You have called them to do. We also pray 
that You would grant them discernment to know and honor 
their physical limitations. Lastly, we ask that they have the 
mind of Christ so that they will be emotionally ready to pour 
themselves out for the task before them. Amen.

DIXON-The Lee Coun-
ty Health Department will 
have Immunization Clinics 
for Children and Adults by 
appointment only. Call 815-
284-3371 to make an appoint-
ment or for information on 
other services available. You 
may also visit the website at 
www.lchd.com for a list of 
services available.

AMBOY- The Amboy 
Farmers Market is held on 
Fridays from 8 a.m. – noon, 
in the Amboy Depot Museum 
parking lot shelter.

DIXON- The American 
Red Cross will hold a Blood 
Drive from 1-6  p.m. on 
Wednesday, Aug. 10, at the 
Dixon Family YMCA, 110 N. 
Galena Avenue, Dixon. Call 
the Red Cross at 800-733-
2767 or visit RedCrossBlood.
org to make an appointment 
to donate. Download the 
Blood Donor App.

MAY TWP-The May 
Township meeting will be 
held at 7:30 p.m. on Wednes-
day, Aug. 10, at the township 
maintenance building.

AMBOY-The Amboy 
Township meeting will be 
held at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, 
Aug. 10, at the township 
building, 106 S. Prospect. 

LEE CENTER TWP-
The Lee Center Township 

meeting will be held at 8 p.m. 
on Thursday, Aug. 11, at the 
Township Building, 2202 
Shaw Rd., Amboy.

AMBOY-The Amboy 
American Legion will meet 
Monday, Aug. 15, at 6 p.m., 
at the Old NAPA Building, 
399 N Metcalf, Amboy.

AMBOY-The City of 
Amboy Council will meet at 6 
p.m. on Monday, Aug. 15, at 
the Community Center, 280 
W. Wasson Rd.

LEE COUNTY- The 
Four Seasons Gardening 
Webinar Series is one of the 
most popular horticulture 
programs offered by the Illi-
nois Extension Horticulture 
Team. This webinar will be 
offered at 1:30 p.m., on Tues-
day, Aug. 16. Each season, 
the team hosts live webinars 
delivered via Zoom. Regis-
tration is required and can be 
completed at go.illinois.edu/
fourseasons to attend Late 
Summer and Fall Blooming 
Plants on Aug. 16.

STERLING- Youth Men-
tal Health First Aid teaches 
you how to identify, under-
stand and respond to signs of 
mental illness and substance 
use disorders in youth. This 
6-hour training from noon to 
5 p.m., on Thursday, Aug. 18, 
gives adults who work with 
youth the skills they need to 

reach out and provide initial 
support to children and ado-
lescents. To register go.illi-
nois.edu/youthmentalhealth

AMBOY- The Amboy 
CUSD School Board will 
meet at 7 p.m., Thursday, 
Aug. 18, in the Junior High 
School cafeteria.

STERLING- Youth Men-
tal Health First Aid Workshop 
us being held from noon 
– 5 p.m., on Aug. 23, at the 

Whiteside Extension Of-
fice, Sterling. Youth Mental 
Health First Aid teaches you 
how to identify, understand 
and respond to signs of 
mental illness and substance 
use disorders in youth. This 
6-hour training gives adults 
who work with youth the 
skills they need to reach out 
and provide initial support 
to children and adolescents. 
To register go.illinois.edu/
youthmentalhealth

Dvorak performs in 
Dixon Aug. 20

DIXON  — Books On First welcomes folk artist and 
Chicago’s “official troubadour” Mark Dvorak back to the 
cafe stage on Saturday, August 20 at 6:30 pm. 

“Mark is a Midwest treasure,” said proprietor Carolyn 
Dunphy. “He was with us last May and the evening was 
simply magical. We’re thrilled to have him back at the store.” 

When the singer songwriter and author began his career 
in music he knew right away he’d be in it for the long haul. 
Thirty years later Mark is still writing, recording and on the 
road performing. 

“At this stage of the game,” said the singer from his home 
outside Chicago, Illinois, “I feel like I’m doing my best work.”  

Dvorak is busy at work on his 20th CD release and fourth 
book of essays, 31 Winters. 

The Chicago Tribune has called him “masterful,” and the 
Fox Valley Folk Festival describes him as “a living archive of 
song and style.” Dvorak has won awards for journalism and 
children’s music, and was honored in 2013 with the FARM 
Lantern Bearer Award from Folk Alliance International. 
In 2008 he received the Woodstock Folk Festival Lifetime 
Achievement Award and in 2012 Rich Warren, long time 
host of The Midnight Special radio program named Dvorak 
“Chicago’s official troubadour.”  

Books On First was established by the late Larry Dunphy 
and is the premier independent bookseller and coffee house 
in the Sauk Valley. There is no admission but a $10 suggested 
donation will be accepted. For information contact Books 
On First by phone at 815 285 2665 or on the web at www.
booksonfirst.com.

Sauk Valley 
Community College 
sunflower field in bloom

DIXON — Sauk Valley Community College’s first 
sunflower crop is in bloom. The fields were planted earlier 
this year by the SVCC Agriculture program to expand and 
diversify the program’s curriculum and production experience 
for students. The hands-on learning that these fields provide 
enhance students’ knowledge beyond the traditional local 
crop choice production methods.

The community is welcome to enjoy these fields, but 
please keep in mind that the sunflowers are first and foremost 
a learning opportunity for our students. 

SVCC Ag planted a total of 5 acres of sunflowers across 
campus, the seed for which was generously donated by Lauren 
Bishop and Pioneer Seed. Each acre has the potential to yield 
between 1,500 and 2,000 pounds of seed which is destined 
for use as bird seed after harvest and cleaning. The yield of 
the seed type planted is also applicable for use as sunflower 
oil but less so for direct human consumption. The sunflower 
seeds seen at the supermarket are a larger type with a heavier 
shell and lower oil content which makes them easier to process 
and result in a larger kernel.

“Specialty crops such as pumpkins and sunflowers are a 
viable option to diversify your farming operation, no matter 
the size. We are showing our students, and the community, 
that these beautiful crops can do just that and address food 
supply issues as well,” said Kevin Larsen, SVCC Ag instructor.

Please take photos, but please do not pick, cut, or damage 
the flowers or crop. Anyone visiting campus for the sunflowers 
are asked to pull onto campus and park in one of the parking 
lots or in designated parking areas marked with road signs. 
For safety reasons, please do NOT park on Route 2. 

SVCC would love to see your photos. Tag us @SVCCAg 
and use #BloomingAtSVCC.

For more information, please contact Dallas Knack at 
dallas.n.knack@svcc.edu.

RECYCLE! RECYCLE! 
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The Following 
Community 
Businesses 

Sponsor Area 
Church News:

Sensient  Flavors,  LLC.
815-857-3691

First National Bank 
in Amboy

Member F.D.I.C.
815- 857-3625

Mihm-Jones Funeral 
Home

815-857-2611

Vaessen Brothers
 Chevrolet  

815-849-5232

KSB Medical Center 
815-857-3044

The Amboy News
815-857-2311

St. Patrick Church
Fr. John Gow

32 N Jones, Amboy 
815-857-2315 • www.stpatrickamboy.org

Masses: Tuesday – Friday Daily Mass 8 am
Saturday 4 pm • Sunday 7:30 am & 10 am

Confessions: Saturday, 3-3:45 pm
Wednesday, 5:30-6:15 pm

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: 
Friday, 8am-5 pm

St. Mary Church
Fr. John Gow

912 Walton Rd., Walton
815-857-2670

Mass: Saturday, 5:30 pm

St. Flannen Church
Fr. John Gow

213 S Second St., Harmon
815-857-2670

Mass: Sunday, 9 am

United First Church of Amboy
Pastor Mark Glenn

East Main & Jefferson
815-440-0745

Sunday Worship - 10:00 a.m.
Bible Study Wednesday 6:00 p.m.

 
 

First Congregational United Church of 
Christ of Lee Center

Pastor Jack M. Briggs
1140 Inlet Road, Lee Center
www.LeeCenter-UCC.org

Phone 815-732-7032 
Family Worship - 10:30 a.m.  

Grace Fellowship Church
Amboy-Sublette

Pastor Brian McWethy
500 W. Main Street, Sublette

Sunday School 8:30 a.m.
Worship 10:30 a.m.

www.graceisforyou.com

East Grove Union Church
Pastor Richard Wulf, 815-440-5321

449 Reuter Road, Amboy
Phone 815-376-6661

1/2 Mile East of Route 26 on Union Rd.
Sun., 9:00 a.m. Morning Service
Youth Church, ages 3-Grade 4

10:15 a.m. Sunday School, Ages 3 - Adult
6:00 p.m. Evening Service

Wed., 6:00 p.m. Prayer & Bible Study
First Sunday night of each month, 6:00p.m. 

First Sunday Family Film Night
Fourth Saturday of each month, 6:00p.m.

“Fun & Fellowship Game Night 
for the Whole Family!”

Come as you are and join us on the journey!

 First Baptist Church
Pastor Rocky Fritz

24 N. Mason Avenue
Church Phone 857-2682

www.fbcamboy.com
Sunday School for all ages - 9:30 a.m.

Morning Service - 10:30 a.m.
Evening Service - 6 p.m.

Wed. prayer meeting & Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
King’s Kids program from 6:30-8 p.m. Friday 
Reformers Unanimous addictions program 

from 7-9 p.m.

St. James Evangelical 
Congregational Church
Robert Dunbar., Pastor

US Route 52 & Red Brick Rd.,Dixon
815-288-2447

Sunday 10:45 a.m. Worship 
9:45 a.m. Sunday School

Ladies Bible Study, Wed. 9 a.m.

St. Mary’s Church
Rev. Randy Fronek

West Brooklyn
Tuesday & Thursday - 7:30 a.m.

Saturday - 5:30 p.m.

St. Patrick Church
Rev. Randy Fronek - Maytown

Mass - Fri. 8 a.m., Sun, 8 a.m.

Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor Barb Otten
960 U.S. Route 52
Phone 857-2225

Sun. Worship - 9:00 a.m. Fellowship - 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday School - 9:40-10:15 a.m.

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church
Rev. Randy Fronek

Locust Street, Sublette
Phone 815-849-5412

Saturday Mass - 4:00 p.m.
Sunday Mass -10:30 a.m.

Wednesday - 8:00 a.m.
Thursday - 8:30 a.m.

Refuge Church
Pastor John Kalebaugh

Mendota Hills Campground • 642 Rt. 52
Amboy, IL 61310 • 815-849-5930

10 a.m. Sunday, potluck follows

Harmon United Methodist Church
Pastor Leanne Keate

202 N. Grove, Harmon
Phone 359-7302

Worship - 8:30 a.m.

120 W. South St., Franklin Grove
815-456-2334

Leffelman & Associates:
Amboy 

815-857-2125
LaMoille 

815-638-2171
Sublette 

815-849-5219 09
16

20
20

derwear. The tax reduction 
will also apply to aprons, 
hats, caps and earmuffs, 
coats and jackets, belts and 
suspenders, rubber pants, lab 
coats, hosiery, scarves, bath-
ing suits, school uniforms 
and neckties.

It also applies to footwear 
– shoes, shoelaces, slippers, in-
soles, boots, socks and sandals. 

Excluded items
But it does not apply to 

ballet, tap or athletic shoes, 
roller or ice skates, ski boots, 
waders, or fins.

Shoppers also should not 
expect the reduced sales tax 
rate on accessory items such 
as briefcases, hair bows, 
handbags, jewelry, sunglass-
es or wigs. The reduction 
also does not apply to sports 
gloves, goggles, hand and 
elbow guards, life preservers, 
wetsuits, shoulder pads, shin 
guards or mouth guards.

Also excluded are protec-
tive equipment items such 
as breathing masks, hearing 
protectors, face shields, hard 
hats and helmets, respirators, 
protective gloves, safety 
goggles or tool belts.
Included school supplies

Binders, book bags, cal-
culators, cellophane tape, 
blackboard chalk, note-
books, erasers, folders, index 

cards, legal pads, lunch box-
es, pencils and sharpeners, 
supply boxes, protractors, 
rulers, compasses, and scis-
sors are all eligible for the 
reduced tax rate.

So are glue, highlighters, 
markers, crayons and colored 
pencils.

Excluded items
Shoppers should not ex-

pect other art supplies to be 
eligible for the reduced rate, 
however. Clay and glaze, 
paints and paint brushes, 
sketch pads and drawing pads 
will all be taxed at the regular 
6.25 percent rate.

Textbooks, reference 
books, maps and globes are 
all excluded from the “holi-
day” as well.

Electronics and comput-
ers will also be taxed at the 
regular rate. That includes 
computers and related sup-
plies such as flash drives, 
memory cards, data storage, 
computer cases, cables, 
printers and ink.

Shoppers also should 
not expect any breaks while 
buying cameras, cellphones 
or handheld electronics.

The task of adjusting the 
tax rate for individual items 
will fall on retailers, who 
collect sales tax and remit it 
to the state.

Guidance from the Illinois 
Department of Revenue 
on qualifying items can be 
found here.

Other tax relief
Other tax relief measures 

approved in the budget in-
clude a property tax rebate 
up to 5 percent of the home-
owner’s tax bill up to $300, 
and a one-time income tax 
rebate of $50 per individual 
and $100 per dependent, up 
to a limit of three children 
per family. Those would be 
available to individuals with 
incomes up to $200,000 and 
joint filers with incomes up 
to $400,000.

The package also sus-
pends for one year the 1 
percent tax on groceries and 
puts a six-month pause on 
the automatic inflationary 
increase in the state’s motor 
fuel tax, which was estimated 
to be 2.2 cents per gallon.

The plan also permanent-
ly expands the state earned 
income tax credit from 18 
to 20 percent of the federal 
credit while also expanding 
the number of households 
that can claim the credit.

The measure also set an 
income tax credit for teachers 
buying classroom supplies at 
$250 for the current year and 
$500 beginning Jan. 1, 2023. 

TAX continued from page A1

LEE COUNTY — Recently Governor 
Pritzker declared MPV (Monkeypox Virus) 
a public health emergency in Illinois. The 
Lee County Health Department (LCHD) has 
received inquiries about JYNNEOS, also 
known as Imvamune or Imvanex vaccine, 
which has been approved by the FDA for 
the prevention of MPV infection.

Due to limited supply, this vaccine is 
being prioritized for jurisdictions with recent 
cases of MPV and is therefore not currently 
available in Lee County.  LCHD will provide 
information and guidance if vaccine becomes 
available.

To help protect yourself and others from 
MPV, individuals who develop a new or un-
usual rash or have symptoms of MPV should 
contact their healthcare provider.

LCHD encourages the following steps to 
reduce the risk of MPV infection:

Avoid close, skin to skin contact with 
people who have a rash that looks like MPV.

Do not touch the rash or scabs of a person 
with MPV.

Do not kiss, hug, cuddle or have sexual 
contact with someone with MPV.

Avoid contact with objects or materials 
that a person with MPV has used.

Do not share eating utensils or cups with 
a person with MPV.

Do not handle or touch the bedding, 
towels, or clothing of a person with MPV.

Wash your hands often with soap and 
water or use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer, 
especially before touching your face or eating 
and after using the bathroom.

While certain individuals may be at an 
increased risk of exposure to MPV at this 
time, anyone can contract and transmit MPV.  
Please monitor CDC and IDPH for updates 
and new guidance as this outbreak continues.

Additional information can be found at: 
Monkeypox Q&A (illinois.gov) and Mon-
keypox | Poxvirus | CDC 

MENDOTA — The 
41st Annual Conkey Fam-
ily Award winner was an-
nounced on Tuesday after-
noon at OSF HealthCare 
Saint Paul Medical Center in 
the serenity garden as part of 
National Health Care Week.  

Joni Zinke, an administra-
tive assistant in the medical/
surgical department, was 
named this year’s winner. 
Joni has been a Mission 
Partner for 33 years and is 
described by her nominator 
as the glue that holds us 
together.  

“Joni is the perfect ex-
ample of what it looks like 
to live the OSF Mission as 
she serves others with the 

Joni Zinke, second from left, with Heather Bomstad, 
Vice President/Chief Nursing Officer, Dawn Trompeter, 
OSF Saint Paul President, and Jodie Borchelt, Director 
of Nursing Operations.                            Photo submitted

OSF Saint Paul names ‘22 Conkey Award winner

greatest care and love.  She 
comes to work every day 
with the heart of Jesus and 
offers herself and her ser-

vices to all departments to 
help them provide the best 
care to all the patients,” said 
her nominator. 

MPV vaccine not yet available in Lee County

It’s in the hole (in one)
Tyler Callison, holding golf ball,  playing with his dad, grandpa, uncle and a couple 
of his family’s friends scored a hole in one at Shady Oaks during their Tuesday 
night Open League on hole 17. Tyler surprised his family by coming home this past 
week for a short visit, joined by his girlfriend. Tyler his grandpa Phil Callison, uncle 
Mark Callison and dad Chad Callison decided to play golf together at Shady Oaks 
during their League night.  To everyone’s surprise on their last hole of the evening 
Tyler scored a hole in one. It was witnessed by Grandpa Phil, Grandma Judi, Uncle 
Mark, his dad, his sister, Mike McCoy, Mark Godsil and his girlfriend Larissa Zim-
mer from Germany where Tyler is stationed in the Navy.                 Photo submitted
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SOCIAL NEWS

The Book Nook
By:

Tatjana Kazan
THE LIONESS

The 
Pastor’s 
Pen

WHO IS MY NEIGHBOR

Metcalf between Hawley and Bacon Street will be changed 
to a one-way street effective Aug 15. 

Traffic direction will be south for the one-way block. 
The city council passed the one-way ordinance in June in an 

effort to keep the Dist. 272 kids safe. 
Please do not park on the side of the street. 

Parking is only allowed in the stalls that are marked on the 
west side of the road.

Attention Amboy 
Residents

08102022

804 W. Prairieview St., 
Sublette $265,000

CALLING ALL INVESTORS! This property is 
located on a high traffic count and high visibility 
Road! Great opportunity to start your own 
business! Paved area for parking. Used to be a 
trailer sales. Parcel 19-22-09-300-008 is vacant 
commercial land .077, and 19-22-09-402-006 is 
improved commercial with 1.62 Ac of land. Wick 
building 30x88 used for storage with 3 season 
porch and deck with durability roof, Misc. 
building 24x34 with garage area, old septic, 
natural gas and bath room! Great for storage. 
Both buildings sold as is. Office building 36x46 
with two overhead doors, storage area, 250 gal 
propane tank, 3 ton air conditioner, bath room, 
desks included and a septic. Built in 2007. Call 
today for a showing!

www.Erbes-Realty.com

LORI ERBES, GRI 
Designated Managing Broker

Over 30 years experience
 lorierbes@gmail.com

815-535-6295
07042022

Local 
nature and 

history
By Jim “Mazie” Long

Yesterday’s railroad 
crews lived an 
unsettling life

An engineer would often blow the 
train’s whistle in a certain pattern to 
signal to his wife that he would soon 

be home…

Jim “Mazie” 
Long

Ov e r  a 
h u n -
d r e d 

years ago, when 
Amboy was in its 
“hey-day” as a rail-
road town, every 
engineer’s fond-
est desire was to 
have a Longinesâ 
watch. Anyone 
who was part of a 
trains crew had to 
have a very good 
watch. 

The railroad operated 
around the clock, 24 hours a 
day. Every train left Amboy 
at a scheduled time; every 
stop along the route had to 
be precisely on time. Trains 
went north and south on the 
same track -- timing was all 
important.

Amboy was home to many 
railroad engineers, firemen, 
brakemen, conductors, and 
yardmen. There were no 
telephones. When the agent 
at the depot was informed by 
telegraph to ready a crew for 
a train that would arrive at 2 
o’clock in the morning, going 
north, he would immediately 
wake the runners, small boys, 
to knock on doors and wake 
up the crew. The boys had to 
know where every crewman 
lived, anywhere in town. 

The man and his wife 
would immediately prepare 
for him to be at the depot 
when the train arrived. There 
was always time for the wife 
to cook breakfast and pack 
a lunch. She was always 
prepared and ready when she 
knew he was on standby to 
go. The trains ran on sched-
ule but there were always 
changes in how many trains 
would run. 

When the train arrived in 
Amboy, the crew on board 
had finished their run, so they 
went home. The crew that 
took the train on north spent 
one night away from home 
and returned to Amboy the 
following day. 

When they were away 
from home, they ate in 
restaurants and slept in ho-
tels. If there was time for 
a game of pool, they first 

checked with the 
depot, to be certain 
of the time they 
would be called. 
You could always 
tell a railroad man, 
because he was 
always looking at 
his watch. 

Every locomo-
tive had a steam 
whistle that was 
blown in a certain 
way at every cross-

road. Along the railroad there 
were special signal poles 
erected that were watched by 
the engineer. When he sight-
ed a signal pole, he began to 
blow the whistle. When an 
engineer approached Amboy, 
his home, he often blew his 
whistle in a certain pattern 
that would inform his wife 
that he would soon be home. 
She would hear the special 
whistle even if it was in 
the middle of the night. He 
usually arrived home hungry.

Editor’s Note: James 
Brady Long was born in 
Amboy on June 12, 1926. 
Known by many as “Mazie”, 
he grew up in Amboy, served 
in the army during World 
War II, then studied forestry 
at the Michigan College 
of Mining and Technology. 
His studies in botany and 
forest protection continued 
as he ventured into farming 
here. A beloved story-teller, 
his farm became a place of 
learning and adventure for 
relatives and friends. In his 
later years, he contributed 
a series of local nature ar-
ticles to The Amboy News. 
Upon his death in 2000, his 
many hand-written drafts 
were gathered and initially 
curated by Brenda Boyle. 
The present, renewed series 
draws from those drafts, both 
unpublished and previously 
published.     

Related Resources:
First Central Electric to 

Amboy (photo)
bit.ly/3ci8xNN
Railroads in the Midwest
bit.ly/3aIdkY8
Amboy Depot Museum
bit.ly/3IJlk7L

You could always tell a railroad man, because he was 
always looking at his watch. IC conductor photo source: 
Library of Congress.

BY PASTOR’S PEN JOHN 
KALEBAUGH

“… And who is my neighbor?’ 
Luke 10:29

If I were to ask you, “who are 
your neighbors,” you probably could 
give me the names of people who live 
right next door to your house. If you live 
on a farm, you could probably give me 
the name of your next-door neighbor… 
even though they may live a mile away. 
You may also be able to name all the peo-
ple that live in that household, and how 
long they have lived there. Sometimes in 
small towns and farming communities 
(such as ours) individuals and families 
may live in the same house, or property 
for generations.

Such is the case of a friend of mine 
who grew up on a farm in Iowa. His 
brother still lives on the “homeplace” 
where the family has lived for six 
generations. This family is definitely 
known in this farming community and 
the two small towns that he farms near. 
Sometimes individuals and families such 
as this are often referred to as “pillars” 
of the community. And we are usually 
glad to have them for our “neighbors…” 
and understandable so. Often these 
people look-out for their neighbors and 
are quick to give a helping hand when 

there is a need.
This, however, is not the type of per-

son Jesus uses to illustrate His parable of 
The Good Samaritan. (Luke 10:25-37) 
The neighbor in this story was a total and 
complete stranger who had never met the 
person he was helping. He was a person 
who came upon a terrible situation and 
could have just as easily chosen to not 
get involved… Just as two other men 
had already done in the story. Instead, 
he reached out and helped someone 
who had been beaten-up and robbed by 
thieves. He was The Good Samaritan. 
He was a “neighbor” to the needy. And 
Jesus concluded this teaching by saying, 
“go and do likewise.”

The teachings of Jesus are just as 
appropriate for us today as they were 
when He first spoke them. I got to witness 
this sort of kindness firsthand while on 
a recent mission trip to Mexico. Though 
we were serving at an orphanage, we also 
visited another mission nearby that min-
ister’s to homeless men. People from that 
mission take trips into the nearest city 
(Tijuana) and invite the homeless (who 
are often addicted to drugs or alcohol) 
to come with them back to the mission. 
They provide these “strangers” with 
food, shelter, and a new purpose in life. 

The people we help today don’t nec-

essarily have to be “strangers.” They can 
be people we know. They can even be 
our actual neighbors right next door, or 
down the street, or in our community. 

Of course, recently in our town of 
Amboy there have been some tragic 
situations that no one ever desires to 
experience. But when they do occur, 
they become more bearable when others 
are there to help. And once again our 
community is truly blessed with our 
qualified and caring First Responders. 
Hats off again to all these men and 
women. They all do the things for our 
community that many others are unable 
to do. And just because it is their vocation 
or choice to volunteer does not make it 
easy. They are truly “Good Samaritans” 
to their neighbors in this community. 
And hats off to the others who are not 
First Responders… but saw the need 
of those who were hurting and stepped 
up to help. Your kindness, care, and 
selflessness touched the hearts of those 
who were broken and needy. Maybe 
we will never know all that you did… 
because you did not want recognition. 
But you made a difference by bringing 
comfort to the hurting. God saw it and 
He was pleased. 

Thank you all for your selfless kind-
ness. Keep up the good work.

In the Prologue to Chris Bohjalian’s novel “The Lioness” 
(2022), an unidentified narrator tells us that the dead 
and missing will never be found because the area is 

too vast. The area is the 12,000 square miles of Tanzania’s 
Serengeti.  The description of its landscape and animals is 
masterful throughout the novel. The narrator dismisses any 
attempt at explanation of the events because “blame, I can 
tell you first-hand, is every bit as subjective as the truth.” 
The dead and missing called themselves the Lions of Hol-
lywood when they set out on safari in the Serengeti in 1964, 
but, our narrator concludes, “The mantra for most of us was 

‘Just stay alive. See if somehow we might see the sunrise 
one more time.’”

When Katie Barstow, a Hollywood star at the peak of her 
career, marries famed gallery owner David Hill, she decides 
to spend their honeymoon on safari in Serengeti. Katie invites 
seven people, including her brother Billy and his pregnant 
wife Margie, her best friend, the actress Carmen Tedesco and 
her husband, her agent, her publicist, and the actor Terrance 
Dutton, the only black member of the group. They hire the 
over-the-hill great hunter Charlie Patton of Ernest Hemingway 
fame, and his entourage of fourteen Masai guides and servants. 

These nine characters plus Benjamin Kikwete, a teenage 
guide, are the ten narrators of the novel. This is a rather 
clever device since nine rich and famous and spoiled white 
tourists who call themselves the Lions of Hollywood tend not 
to arouse our sympathies. Unless they address us directly in 
their fight to survive two deadly enemies: a group of Soviet 
mercenaries who brutally kidnap them a day after their arrival 
and the animals that will devour them should they manage 
to escape the Russians. Our sympathies are fully engaged.

The contest between the Hollywood make-believe types 
and the mercenaries is fairly conventional in that we’ve 
watched it in countless movies. It is the epic struggle to sur-
vive the predatory animals that is so shocking in its graphic 
intensity as when Peter Merrick, the agent, senses a leopard 
in the tree above him the split second the animal pounces; 
or in the blackest of nights when Reggie Stout, the publicist, 
fights off two powerful and implacable hyenas by tough 
rather than sight. 

Katie Barstow, the star, is called the Lioness by the Holly-
wood press, but it is her friend Carmen Tedesco, a B-movie 
actress, who is the Lioness. She dares to strangle the Russian 
driver with her scarf and to escape with Reggie Stout. She 
possesses the resourcefulness and audacious daring of a lion. 
Decades later she recalls that Reggie, who took part in the 
Battle of Okinawa during World War II, had called her the 
Lioness before he too died. 

STERLING  — The 
Woodlawn Arts Academy’s 
14th Annual Juried Art Ex-
hibit opens Aug. 26.

Cash prizes will be given 
to the winners of Woodlawn 
Arts Academy’s annual Jur-
ied Art Exhibit. The exhibit 
features fine art and photog-
raphy from adult exhibitors, 
and artwork of all types from 
students in grades kindergar-
ten through 12th. 

The public is invited to 
attend the opening reception 
for the exhibit from 5 to 
6:30 p.m. Friday, Aug. 26. 
Many of the artists will be 
present, and artwork will be 
on display in the halls and 
lounge at the Academy, 3807 
Woodlawn Road, Sterling, 
and refreshments will be 
available. Awards, includ-
ing the juror’s picks and 
People’s Choice for Best of 
Show, voted on by the public 
during the beginning of the 
reception, will be announced 
and prizes awarded at 6 p.m. 
Artwork will remain on dis-
play through Nov. 16, and 
the exhibit is free and open 
to the public during regular 
business hours: 9 a.m. to 8 
p.m. Monday-Thursday, and 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Fridays. 

Woodlawn Arts Academy 
is a partner agency of Unit-

ed Way of Whiteside and 
Lee counties, and financial 
assistance is available to 
those who qualify. Programs 
are partially supported by a 
grant from the Illinois Arts 
Council Agency.

During the year, the Acad-
emy presents three other 
exhibits. The 2022-23 Winter 
Exhibit, featuring works by 
local artist Beverly Garcia, 
opens Dec. 9. The 2023 
Student-Teacher Art Exhibit, 
featuring artwork by area 
students and their teachers, 
opens in February. The 2023 
Summer Art Exhibit will 
open in May. In addition 
to the featured exhibits, the 
Winter and Summer Exhibit 
opening receptions will fea-
ture artwork from Woodlawn 
Arts Academy’s Exploration 
Art School students and stu-
dents from other WAA visual 
arts classes.

Woodlawn Arts 
Academy to host 
annual art exhibit

RECYCLE! 
RECYCLE! 
RECYCLE! 
RECYCLE! 
RECYCLE! 
RECYCLE! 
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Opinion Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or   
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of 
the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances ~ The First Amendment

By Brandon 
LaChance

Column
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Something to say?
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The Amboy News encourages responsible letters to the 
editor on subjects of interest to our readers. Editing may be 
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but 
ideas will not be altered.

The limit is 300 words. Letters exceeding this will either be 
edited to fit or not published. The deadline for letters is noon 
on Friday.

Letter writers may only have two letters published per month, 
and the letters will be published on non-consecutive weeks. 
Letters are printed on a space-available basis.

All letters must bear the handwritten signature of the writer 
and include address and phone number or e-mail address for 
verification purposes. Neither the street address nor phone 
number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly hand-
written, and no anonymous letters will be published. 

Any comments of public officials should be limited to issues 
related strictly to their position or actions made in office, as 
personal attacks will not be published. Letters involving private 
disputes between the writer and a business or individual will 
not be published.

Political endorsements will be published, however letters 
from candidates endorsing themselves will not be printed.

Letters may be dropped at the Amboy News office, 245 
E. Main Street, mailed to the Amboy News at PO Box 162, 
Amboy, IL 61310, or emailed to tgreenfield@amboynews.com

The Amboy News reserves the right to edit or reject any 
letter to the editor for any reason, and letters chosen for pub-
lication do not necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper, 
its management and or ownership.

Advertising Policy
The Amboy News is in no way responsible for errors in 

copy furnished by the Customer. Adjustment or republica-
tion in the next available issue will be made for that amount 
of space involved in errors resulting from failure of the Am-
boy News to correct errors plainly noted on proof. Custom-
ers shall notify the Amboy News of errors in time for correc-
tion before the second insertion. 

The Amboy News shall not be liable to the Customer for 
any loss that results from the incorrect publication of its ad-
vertising. The Customer agrees to assume responsibility for 
all errors in copy proofread by Customer when the adver-
tisement printed corresponds to the returned proof.

OFFICE HOURS
8 a.m. - 4 p.m., 

Monday, Tuesday
8 a.m. - noon on Friday

.Closed Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday, 
Sunday and major holidays.

We should always show love 
This is going to sound harsh at 

first, until I have time to explain 
myself. 

So, bear with me.
But being blatantly honest, from the begin-

ning of time, people have died.
Whether it was a spear, arrow, or bullet 

during a war, a plague, malaria, a king’s order 
to behead, a hunting accident where a deer or a 
moose install its antler into your abdomen, epi-
lepsy, diabetes, carriage or car accident, cancer, 
a tragic summer vacation terror, an America’s 
Most Wanted worthy murder, a tally on a serial 
killer’s list, drowning in a hurricane, burning 
in a volcano, twisting in a tornado, explosion, 
suffocating, and the list could expand to the 
end of this column.

The list of ways someone’s life could end 
is endless.

I know this sounds negative and pessimistic, but at the 
same time, it’s reality. We are all going to leave or be taken 
(depending on your religious believes) at some point.

The positive side, and to a lot of people the reason we are 
here in the first place, is life.

We all – absolutely every living, breathing organism and 
life form – are given the opportunity to accomplish amazing 
feats while we shake hands with Mother Nature, get Vitamin 
D from the sun, and walk the land of Earth. It can be aca-
demically, athletically, spiritually, financially, emotionally, 
or compassionately to name a few.

We will focus on the compassion side of things as we have 
all felt heart strings being plucked as of late.

How could we have a column about death 
and life in the 2020s without using the noun, 
adjective, nightmare, non-stop meme, joke, 
serious pandemic known as Covid-19.

Since March 2020 we have lived in fear, 
made fun of, respected or disrespected the virus 
that has dug itself into every corner of our lives. 

Let’s face it, there is no dining room table in 
the world that hasn’t had Covid-19 screamed 
or mumbled over its surface. There isn’t a 
stand-up comedian on your Netflix watch list 
that hasn’t used the pandemic’s name through 
a microphone.

Add in the unfortunate normal life-taking 
accidents, circumstances, and situations, with 
economic and political struggles we’ve endured, 
and man, we’re all exhausted, irritated, angry, 
depressed, and ready for five too many drinks 
at the end of a Tuesday.

(There was the oppressing climax, here is the 
happy solution and ending with sarcasm, humor, and love.)

The one constant – the most positive, important constant 
– is our family and loved ones.

They’ve always been here. And you’ve been there for 
them (hopefully).

From the beginning of my time, I’ve had my family and 
loved ones.

From the beginning of your time, you’ve had your family 
and loved ones.

So, why through something like a pandemic, tragedy or 
an extremely unfortunate situation is it the only time we are 
thanking our family members for loving us?

We should not need a passing or a funeral to cherish and 

appreciate the people we love.
Tell them right now, as you are reading this, that you love 

them. Well, you’re almost done, so right after you finish 
reading:

Send your brother or sister a text…hey (sweet explicit) 
I love you. Add even if I hate you right now, if you must.

Call your mother and grandmother and fill them in with 
what’s been going on in your life and tell them how much you 
miss them or that you’ll be over for Sunday dinner whether 
they will be home or not. 

If they previously didn’t plan to be, I bet they will be 
next Sunday.

Tweet, Snap Chat, Instagram or Facebook your best friend 
about how you’ll dominate him or her during the fantasy 
football season.

Just show love.
Always.
We shouldn’t need a dramatic, sad reason to appreciate, 

thank and love the people who have been there for or with 
us whether it be from Day 1, Day 365, Day 899, Day 3,000, 
or day right now, because we never know when any of the 
above listed causes of grievance is going to happen to yourself 
or to one of them. 

They deserve a, ‘Hey, I love you’ on every day ending 
with a Y and during all moods and emojis.

With that being said, and in the way, I say things…
Yo, I love you. 

Not the last chance

100 YEARS AGO
Aug. 4, 1922

James Logan, proprietor of the cloth-
ing and jewelry store on East Avenue, 
was bound over to the grand jury on. A 
charge of assault with intent to commit 
murder. According to a dozen witnesses, 
Logan fired a .22 caliber rifle at Joseph 
Brierton, a watchman for the Illinois 
Central Railroad, who was seated on the 
steps in front of E.A. March’s implement 
store. There seems to be no motive for 
Logan’s actions, other than bad blood 
between the two men.

75 YEARS AGO
Aug. 7, 1947

Amboyans sweltered in the fifth 
straight day of a heat wave which swept 
the Midwest. Temperatures of over 100 
degrees were recorded on Monday and 
Tuesday.

Ballerina slippers in white, black, 

red and green are clearance priced at 
$1.98 at Fagan’s. 

50 YEARS AGO
Aug. 10, 1972

Nancy Schultz was crowned Miss 
Flame 1972 and will compete for the 
title of Miss Blackhawk at Tampico. 

Grand Opening at Don’s Super Valu. 
Fresh whole fryers – 28 cents a pound; 
cut-up fryers – 34 cents a pound; crisp 
head lettuce – 15 cents a head; Favorite 
sandwich bread three loaves for $1; eight 
prizes to be given away on Aug. 24.

25 YEARS AGO
Aug. 7, 1997

Our first pioneers called this area 
Palestine Grove. The area along Green 
Wing Road was called East Palestine. 
The Sublette Road was South Palestine. 
Anything west of Rocky Ford was 
simply West Palestine. Green River 

was called Inlet Creek. The original 
Wasson Road is Amboy’s Main Street 
today. It was one of the original roads 
and still has many turns and twists from 
Binghampton to Rocky Ford. 

Illinois Congressman Glenn Poshard 
and Democratic Candidate for Governor 
will attend the Lee County Democrats 
Annual Drawdown Jamboree Sunday, 
Aug. 10, at the Walton Tap picnic 
grounds. 

Frances Brady Noonan is celebrating 
a joyous occasion with her 90th birth-
day on Aug. 15, 1997. She was born 
to Frank and Mary Kiefer Brady and 
graduated from Amboy High School in 
1925. She worked at the Amboy News 
for the following year. She received 
her Registered Nursing Degree in 1929 
from Mercy Hospital School of Nursing 
in Chicago, and thus began her nursing 
skills at Mercy. After a 46-year career, 
Noonan retired in 1975.
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1. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What 
is the only vowel on a computer key-
board’s middle row of letters?

2. LANGUAGE: What is the diacriti-
cal mark used over the first “a” in “cha-
teau”?

3. GEOGRAPHY: What is the capital 
of the Czech Republic?

4. MOVIES: Where was the “Lord of 
the Rings” trilogy filmed?

5. MEASUREMENTS: What is 4 
ounces of liquid equal to in cups?

6. U.S. STATES: Which is the only Amer-
ican state that begins with the letter P?

7. LANGUAGE: What is the word that 
stands for the letter Y in the international 
radio alphabet?

8. CHEMISTRY: What is the symbol 
for the element zinc?

9. TELEVISION: What is Kramer’s 
first name in the sitcom “Seinfeld”?

10. MUSIC: Which country is home to 
the rock group AC/DC?

© 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.

Answers
1. A.
2. Circumflex.
3. Prague.
4. New Zealand.
5. 1/2 cup.
6. Pennsylvania.
7. Yankee.
8. Zn.
9. Cosmo.
10. Australia.

Posting DateAugust 8, 2022
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601 601 
VEHICLES FOR SALEVEHICLES FOR SALE

511 511 
STORAGE UNITS	STORAGE UNITS	

10x20 Inside 
Storage,

Outside and Inside 
Storage for semi-

trucks/trailers, 
boats, campers, etc.

02092022

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113 113 
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119 119 
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

JNJ JUMPERS Indoor/
Outdoor Bounce House 
Rentals Available Year 
Round. Please Call 
815-784-4256 For 
Availability or Visit us 
on Facebook.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
it’s care.

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

305 305 
GARAGE/RUMMAGE GARAGE/RUMMAGE 
SALESSALES

LEE: 3337 Rt 30, 
Biggest Barn Sale. 
Thursday August 
11th, Friday August 
12th 8am-4:30pm & 
Saturday August 13th 
8am-Noon.
Antiques, Tokheim Gas 
Pump, Collectibles, 
Dolls, Toys, Glassware, 
Tools, Boy’s Clothes, 
Pottery, Furniture, & 
More. (08-10-22)

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE
 
ASHTON: THE 
KERTENS Are Taking 
Orders For Michigan 
Peaches. Should Have 
Them Around August 
21st Call 779-861-2546 
to Order. 

FREE Conn Floor 
Model Organ. Needs a 
New Home. Paw Paw 
IL 815-685-3218 (9am-
5pm) (08-10-22)

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday (8AM-
NOON ONLY) Rochelle 
News Leader.  

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 15TH 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
LEE COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS
IN THE ESTATE OF
SIDNEY L. HEATON, 
DECEASED.
)
)
NO.  2022 PR 35

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the 
death of SIDNEY L. 
HEATON, of 79654 
Plummer Creek Drive,
 Yulee, FL, formerly of 
1624 Brandywine Lane, 
Dixon, IL on June 10, 
2022
24, 2021.   Letters of Of-
fice were issued on July 
21, 2022, by the 15th
Judicial Circuit Court of 
Lee County to the rep-
resentatives and Inde-
pendent Executor, 
LAURIE M. HEATON, 
79654 Plummers Creek 
Drive, Yulee, Florida.
The attorney for the 
representatives and In-
dependent Executor of 
the estate is Robert J. 
Thompson, 119 West 
First Street, Ste. 200, 
P.O. Box 1016, Dixon, 
Illinois 61021.  
Claims against the es-
tate may be filed in the 
office of the Clerk of the 
Circuit Court at the Lee 
County Services build-
ing, 309 South Gale-
na Avenue, Dixon, IL   
61021, or with the 
representative,LAURIE 
M. HEATON, 79654 
Plummers Creek Drive, 
Yulee, Florida  32077
within six (6) months 
from the first publication 
of this Claim Notice, or 
within three (3) months 
from the date of mailing 
or delivery of specific 
notice to known cred-
itors, whichever is lat-
er.     Any claim not filed 
within that time period is 
barred.  
Copies of claims filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to 
the estate legal repre-
sentative and/or to the 
attorney within ten (10) 
days after the claim has 
been filed. 
BY: LAURIE M. HEA-
TON, Representative/
Executor.
Robert J. Thompson
119 West First Street, 
Ste. 200

P.O. Box 1016
Dixon, IL 61021
(815) 284-7705 phone
(815) 284-7707 facsim-
ile
b o b t h o m p s o n l a w @
gmail.com
No. 0801
(8/3, 8/10, 8/17 2022)

 

 

 

 

Ally Financing and 
GMF Financing or Leasing

* Plus Tax, title and license. Rebates applied. 
Subject to credit approval.

HIGHWAY 52 
SUBLETTE, IL 

www.vaessenbrothers.com

(815) 849-5232
1-800-227-5203

QUALITY USED CARS, TRUCKS, 
SUV’S & VANS

2018 Chevy K-3500 Crew Long Box LTZ, 
Diesel, 4x4, 126K miles ..............$48,900 

2018 Ram 2500 Reg. Cab SLT, Diesel 
W/9 1/2 ft. Western Plow, 1-owner. .......
$45,900 

2018 Chevy Crew Cab LT Z71 4x4, 78K 
miles, 1-owner, Blue....................$34,900 

2017 Chevy Colorado Z71, 4WD, 80K 
Miles, Gray....................................$26,900

2016 Chevy 1500 Double Cab, LT., LT, 
4X4 42k Miles, Red................... ...$33,900

2012 Chevy K-3500 Crew LT 4x4 Z-71, 
Gas, 1-owner, Red.................... ...$28,900 

2012 Chevy K-2500 Crew LT 4x4, Z71, 
Gas, 71K Miles, 1-owner, Red.....$25,900

2020 Chevy 1500 Double Cab, LTZ, 
4x4, 53K miles, 1-owner, Silver..$43,500 

2019 Chevy Equinox, FWD LT, 46K 
miles, 1-owner, Tan ....................$24,900

2018 Chevy Equinox AWD Premier, 67K 
miles, 1-owner, Loaded, Black ..$25,900 

2017 Chevy 1500 Double Cab LTZ, 4x4 
Z71, 40K Miles, Silver.................$37,900

• 2-Year/24,000-Mile Standard CPO 

Maintenance Plan

• 12-Month/12,000-Mile Bumper-to-

Bumper Warranty

• 6-Year/100,000-Mile Powertrain 

Limited Warranty

• 24/7 Roadside Assistance

• 172-Point Vehicle Inspection and 

Reconditioning Process

• 3-Day/150-Mile Customer 
Satisfaction Guarantee

2020 Chevy 1500 Double Cab LTZ 4x4, 53k Miles, Silver. Was $46,500 Now $43,500. 
GM Certifi ed, 1 Owner, Leather, Heated/Cooled Seats, Bedliner, Running Boards 

REDUCED PRICE 2020 Chevy 1500 Double Cab ZTZ 4x4

$43,500

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

405	  405	  
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

509	  509	  
HOUSES FOR RENTHOUSES FOR RENT

A T T R A C T I V E 
3-BEDROOM House 
With Garage. No Pets. 
Franklin Grove Area, 
815-456-2453. (08-10-
22)
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*Subject to credit approval, with the purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub or Shower. Interest is billed during the promotional period but all interest is waived if the 
purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. There is no minimum monthly payment required during the promotional period. Safe Step 

Walk-In Tub is neither a broker nor a lender. Financing is provided through third-party lenders una�  liated with Safe Step Walk-In Tub, LLC under terms and conditions 
arranged directly between the customer and such lender. All subject to credit requirements and satisfactory completion of fi nance documents. Any fi nance terms 

advertised are estimates only. O� er available in select markets, not available in Canada. Participating dealers only. Other restrictions may apply.

Scan me

C
SLB 10

82165  N
SC

B 0
0

82999  0
0

83445

North America’s
#1 Selling Walk-In Tub

Featuring our Free Shower Package

For a limited time only with purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. 
Not applicable with any previous walk-in tub purchase. 

Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present offer at 
time of purchase. Financing available with approved credit.

Buy Now, Pay Later! 

NO PAYMENTS 
FOR 18 MONTHS!*

plus a Free Shower Package

815-345-2573
or visit BuySafeStep.com

Now you can fi nally have all of the soothing benefi ts of 
a relaxing warm bath, or enjoy a convenient refreshing 
shower while seated or standing with Safe Step 
Walk-In Tub’s FREE Shower Package! 

✓ First walk-in tub available with a customizable shower

✓ Fixed rainfall shower head is adjustable for your 
height and pivots to offer a seated shower option

✓ High-quality tub complete with a comprehensive 
lifetime warranty on the entire tub

✓ Top-of-the-line installation and service, all 
included at one low, affordable price

Now you can have the best of both worlds–there isn’t 
a better, more a� ordable walk-in tub!

Backed by a lifetime guarantee.

ONLY
$99
INSTALLATION*

*Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own
yyyooouuurrr hhhooommmeee,,, ooorrr wwweee wwwiiillllll cccllleeeaaannn yyyooouuurrr ggguuutttttteeerrrsss fffooorrr fffrrreeeeee

All participants who attend an estimated 60-90-minute in-home product consultation will receive a $75 Visa gift card. Retail value is $75. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings
Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a
life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following
persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home
consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute
a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class United States Mail within 10 days of receipt of the promotion form.
Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. Offer not available in the
states of CA, IN, PA and MI. Expires 8/31/22.

LLLIIIFFFEEETTTIIIMMMEEE NNNOOO-CCCLLLOOOGGG
WARRANTYYTY

MADE ONSITE SPECIFICALLY
FOR YOUR HOME

THE ONLY ONE-PIECE
SEAMLESS DEBRIS
SHEDDING GUTTER SYSTEM.

SSSCCCRRRAAATTTCCCHHHGGGUUUAAARRRDDD®®®
PAINT FINISH

815-673-7555
Call Today for Your
FREE Estimate!

Gift CardGift Card

$75 VISAIFT CARD.

$
GI

Super
END OF SUMMER SAVINGSEND OF SUMMER SAVINGS

You can still protect much, and maybe all,
of their assets for the family.

Call Joe Oettel, MCEP, CFP®  217-726-0176
Estate & Retirement Planning

Worried about losing their 
life savings?

You can still protect much, and maybe all, 
of their assets for the family.

Call for Free Consultation 800-726-4125
Protecting Families from the DEVASTATING 

Cost of Nursing Homes for 28 Years!
www.Lighthouse-Financial.com

Worried about losing 
their life savings?

You can still protect much, and maybe all, 
of their assets for the family.

Call for Free Consultation 217-726-0176
Protecting Families from the DEVASTATING 

Cost of Nursing Homes for 30 Years!
www.Lighthouse-Financial.com

815-539-5142
northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com

Authorized Contractor. NRCA • BBB

Leak-Proof...
Guaranteed!

705 Illinois Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

TF
N

Illinois recognizes Child Support Awareness Month with Resource 
Day event for families, charitable fundraiser

SPRINGFIELD – Illi-
nois is marking Child Support 
Awareness Month this Au-
gust with a Family Resource 
Day to raise attention and 
help connect Illinois families 
to the range of child support 
services available to them.

The state’s Child Support 
program is administered by 
the Department of Health-
care and Family Services’ 
Division of Child Support 
Services (DCSS). 

This year, DCSS is holding 
its inaugural Child Support 
Awareness Family Resource 
Day in Springfield to connect 
Central Illinois families with 
child support-related ser-
vices, as well as a fundraiser 
to benefit Feeding America.

The event will be held 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Aug. 
26 at the Salvation Army 
Community Center, located 
at 1600 E. Clearlake Ave., 
in Springfield. The event 
is free, and those who plan 
to attend are encouraged to 
pre-register here.

DCSS representatives will 
be on-site to provide attend-
ees with expert assistance 
on child support case-spe-
cific customer service and 
other critical family support 
including enrollment, pa-
ternity, child support or-
ders and enforcement, order 
modification, and income 
withholding.

In addition, legal services 
representatives will have 
a presence at the event in-
cluding the Illinois Attorney 
General’s Office, State’s 

Attorneys’ offices, and Legal 
Aid. HFS’ Medical Division 
and partner Medicaid Man-
aged Care Organizations will 
have representatives on-site 
to provide information and 
assist families with enroll-
ing in the Illinois Medicaid 
program.

In addition to the Resource 
Day event, for its annual 
Child Support Awareness 
fundraiser, DCSS is partner-
ing with Feeding America to 
support Illinois families by 
making contributions to local 
food banks. The statewide 
fundraising drive is underway 
at all Illinois Child Support 
regional offices, and dona-
tions can be made online here.

“This year, we’re so glad 
to be partnering with Feed-
ing America, and marking 
Child Support Awareness 
Month with a drive to ben-
efit local food banks across 
the state,” said Department 
of Healthcare and Family 
Services Director Theresa 
Eagleson. “The Division of 
Child Support Services does 
vital work for Illinois families 
every day to help improve 
their financial well-being and 
create better outcomes for the 
many families and children 
they serve. This August, we 
want to recognize that good 
work and reach even more 
families who are eligible for 
these services.”

“We are so pleased to 
be starting a new event this 
year to further our mission: 
connecting Illinois families 
with critical child support 

services,” said Bryan Tribble, 
Administrator of the Division 
of Child Support Services at 
HFS. “We want to be sure that 
families across the state know 
about the free services that 
exist for parents and children 
in families where they are 
not living with their parents, 
and we encourage families 
to come out to learn more at 
our event in Springfield later 
this month.”

“During Child Support 
Awareness Month, we rec-
ognize and celebrate parents 
across Illinois who strive to 
coparent and give their chil-
dren the best possible future,” 
said State Representative La 
Shawn Ford (D-Chicago). 
“The parents who pay child 
support and the parents who 
receive child support are 
building strong foundations 
for their children, and the 
child support services that 
Illinois provides help them 
to do so.”

“The state of Illinois pro-
vides critical child support 
services to many families, 
and I’m so pleased that the 
Family Resource Day event 
will be held in Springfield 
this year,” said State Senator 
Doris Turner (D-Springfield.) 
“This is a proactive, informa-
tive way for state government 
to engage with families in our 
community about the services 
available to them, and I en-
courage people to attend.”

August is the designated 
Child Support Awareness 
Month because it is the 
anniversary of the establish-

ment of the Child Support 
Enforcement Program in the 
Social Security Act of 1975.

In Illinois, DCSS provides 
child support services to more 
than 357,000 families. Ser-

vices include helping parents 
establish paternity, establish-
ing fair child support orders, 
and enforcing them when 
necessary. These services 
are available to anyone who 

needs them, regardless of 
economic status. In state fis-
cal year 2022, roughly $1.18 
billion in child support was 
collected for Illinois families.

McCoy’s Extension leadership 
expanded with appointment as 
assistant director

STERLING – Janice McCoy has provided 
University of Illinois Extension educational 
programs and leadership for residents of 
Carroll, Lee, and Whiteside counties for more 
than 20 years. Now, McCoy will oversee 39 
counties in western and central Illinois as the 
region’s newest Extension assistant director.

Extension has a local presence in every 
Illinois county, allowing it to seamlessly link 
communities, businesses, and the public to the 
innovative research of the university and its 
partners. A regional network provides support 
for the organization’s 650 staff members.

Janice McCoy
McCoy’s Extension career began in 2001 

as a family life educator before transitioning 
to county director for Carroll, Lee, and Wh-
iteside counties.

“My most important role as assistant di-
rector will be to ensure that each of the ten 
units has a solid program plan that serves the 
needs of their communities,” McCoy says. 
“Designing research-based programs that 
improve the lives of individuals and commu-
nities is the core mission of Extension, and 
our local counties are the point of access.”

McCoy transitioned to her new role on 
Aug. 1.

“Extension is a tremendous resource 
for local communities,” McCoy says. “We 
harness the groundbreaking research done 
in a myriad of areas and make that useable 
for all people.”

McCoy believes Extension transforms 
people’s lives. 

“We are developing young leaders in our 
4-H programs—the next generation of the 
workforce, public servants, and volunteers. 
We are helping farmers increase their pro-
ductivity to feed the world. Families benefit 
from learning how to raise their children, 
nourish their households, and care for those 
they love.”

A network of volunteers assist in the devel-
opment and delivery of Extension programs, 
including those volunteers who work with 
4-H, Master Gardeners, Master Naturalists, 
and Money Mentor programs.

“Extension really is the glue that brings 
groups together to make a difference,” Mc-
Coy says, “and our local staff are incredible 
resources. They work every day to help their 
communities thrive and prosper. They are fo-
cused on the mission of Extension and helping 
people improve the quality of their lives.”

McCoy is the current president of the 
Illinois Epsilon Sigma Phi professional asso-
ciation chapter and has been an active member 
of the National Extension Association of 
Family and Consumer Sciences, receiving 
the Distinguished Service Award in 2014.

As the outreach arm of the state’s land-
grant university, University of Illinois Exten-
sion translates research and knowledge into 
practical applications for Illinois residents to 
help them create solutions to local challenges.
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AMBOY FOOD & LIQUORAMBOY FOOD & LIQUOR
Amboy Deli  HoursAmboy Deli  Hours

Mon-Sat 7  a.m. – 7  p.m.Mon-Sat 7  a.m. – 7  p.m.
Sun 8 a.m. – 6 p.m.Sun 8 a.m. – 6 p.m.

242 E. Main Street, Amboy IL. 61310

815-857-7020
Now Accepting EBT Now Accepting EBT 
Link Cards and WICLink Cards and WIC

Grocery delivery for disabled & 
senior citizens - in town only.

Summer Hours
Monday-Thursday 7 am – 9 pm
Friday & Saturday 7 am - 10 pm

Sunday 8 am – 8 pm

WEEKLY SPECIALS

HOT BUYS

PRODUCE & WEEKLY SPECIALS

Hamburger 
Helpers
4-8.7 oz

$$119999
ea.

Reg. Price $2.69 ea.

$$119999
ea.

Jumbo Baby 
Back Ribs

$$119999
lb.

Reg. Price $6.99 lb.

Powerade  
8 Pack

Oscar Mayer 
Lunchables 
8-10.7 oz

California 
Black Grapes

LimesGreen Peppers 

ea.

Roma 
Tomatoes

Sale goes through August 16, 2022
01062021

Quaker Chewy 
Bars 
6-8 Pack

Swanson 
Hungry Man 
Meals 
Select Excluded 
14-16 oz

DelMonte 
Pineapple

Wishbone or 
Western Salad 
Dressing 
Assorted 15 oz

Betty Crocker 
Suddenly 
Salad 
6-8.3 oz

Jumbo White 
Onions

Baby Bella  
Mushrooms
8 oz

Whole or Sliced

Seedless Mini 
Cucumbers

T-Bone 
Steaks

El Monterey Burritos 
or Chimichangas 
30-32 oz 

Banquet Pot Pies 
Assorted 
7 oz

Food Club Tomatoes 
or Sauce 
Assorted  
28 oz

Pillsbury Toaster 
Strudles 
Assorted 
11.7 oz

Sale Prices Valid Aug. 10-16, 2022 – Limited Quantities – While Supplies Last

2/2/$$11

$$449999
lb.

Reg. Price $5.49 lb.

$$113939
ea.

Reg. Price $1.69 ea.

$$116969
ea.

Reg. Price $1.99 ea.

$$226969
ea.

Reg. Price $3.19 ea.

$$11119999
lb.

Reg. Price $18.99 lb.

$$229999
Reg. Price $3.39 ea.

9999¢¢
ea.

$$229999
ea.

Reg. Price $3.59 ea.

2/2/$$55
Reg. Price $3.59 ea.

$$119999
ea.

Reg. Price $3.29 ea.

$$339999
ea.

Reg. Price $4.79 ea.

$$222929
lb.

$$112929
lb.

$$554949
Reg. Price $6.99 ea.

9999¢¢
ea.

$$224949

U.S.D.A. Beef 
Ribeyes

Blue Bunny Ice 
Cream 
Assorted 46-48 oz

$$10109999
lb.

Reg. Price $17.99 lb.

$$449999
ea.

Reg. Price $6.99 ea.

AMBOY 
DELI

Any Party Chip Size

AMBOY 
DELI

AMBOY 
DELI

ea.

$$449999
ea.

Reg. Price $5.69-6.59 ea.

Quaker Instant 
Oatmeal
Assorted 
7-15.1 oz

$$339999
ea.

Reg. Price $5.29 ea.

2/2/$$55

2/2/$$11
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