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Weather doesn’t stop 
Ogle County Fair fun

Excessive heat, rain do keep attendance down
By Brad Jennings

Editor

Weather did impact the 2022 
Ogle County Fair, but people 
still came out and enjoyed all it 
had to offer.

Tom Simpson, chairman of the 
Ogle County Fair Board, said that 
the Fair Board made the decision 
to close the fair on its final day due 
to rain. And the high humidity on 
Saturday also kept some people 
away from the annual event.

“Of the four days we were able 
to remain open, the attendance was 
great,” Simpson said. “Compared 

to last year, when crowds came 
back after COVID, it was a bit 
lower. One of our Grandstand 
events, the rodeo, fared very well 
in attendance.”

The fair ran from Aug. 3-7.
Renee Gehrke won the 2022 

Ogle County Fair Queen contest, 
the event which kicked off the fair. 
She said she hopes to eventually 
earn a master’s degree before 
returning to her family’s cattle 
farm and enjoy a career in the ag 
industry. 

The fair included 4-H project 
displays and animal auctions 
as well as two new free ground 

shows this year – the Pirates of the 
Columbian Caribbean, featuring 
aerial acrobatics, and Wolves of 
the World, starring rescued wolves 
from around the globe.

Yes, the weather was a bit of a 
problem, but that did not damper 
the spirit of the event.

“I would like to take the oppor-
tunity to thank our volunteers, our 
sponsors, and the Farm Bureau for 
their support,” Simpson said. “Ev-
eryone came together to provide 
a great place to meet new people, 
visit with old friends, and give the 
community a safe, fun event. We 
already look forward to next year.”

The fair closed Sunday due to rain, but people still came out to enjoy the annual event and all it had 
to offer, from 4-H displays and animal auctions to carnival rides and entertainment. For more photos, 
please see Page A2. (Brad Jennings photos).

OGLE COUNTY – 
The voting phase for Best 
of Ogle County 2022 will 
begin on Monday, Aug. 
15 at 10:01 a.m.

The nomination phase 
began Aug. 1 and lasts 
until Monday, Aug. 15 
at 10 a.m. More than 60 
awards are up for grabs 
including best local busi-
ness, best realtor, best bar 
& grill, best local bank, 
best catering service, 
best auto repair shop and 
best local band. Best of 
Ogle County 2022 is pre-
sented by the Rochelle 
News-Leader and the 
Ogle County Life. 

“We talked about do-
ing Best of Ogle County 
for several years and this 
is now our fourth year 
doing it,” Ogle Coun-
ty Life and Rochelle 
News-Leader General 
Manager Mike Feltes 
said. “Each year it’s 
gained in popularity.”

Voting ends at 10 
a.m. on Thursday, Sept. 
15. After that, votes are 
tabulated and winners 
will be contacted before 
the Best of Ogle County 
2022 winners section is 
published. 

Feltes said the Ogle 
County Life and Ro-
chel le  News-Leader 
wanted to see businesses 
highlighted through the 
contest and increased 
popularity of Best of 
Ogle County has seen 
more community in-
volvement.

“I believe the busi-
nesses benefit from this 
because they are con-
stantly in the spotlight 
when people go through 
the process of nominat-
ing and voting,” Feltes 
said. 

Best of 
Ogle County 
voting opens 
on Monday

 See BEST, Page 2A
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“At the end when we 
release the winners, that 
section we put out has a 
long shelf life because a 
lot of people use that and 
say, ‘We have to check 

this place out.’”
Voting can be done 

once per email address. 
To nominate or vote, 
visit https://rochelle-
news- leader. second-
streetapp.com/best-of-
ogle-county-2022/. 

Continued from Page 1A

BEST: Vote once per email

Ogle County Fair

There were 
plenty of dis-
plays and ani-
mals for people 
to check out at 
the Ogle County 
Fair, held Aug. 
3-7. (Brad Jen-
nings photos)

OREGON  –  The 
City of Oregon has been 
working closely with the 
Illinois Department of 
Transportation and the 
contracted electrician on 
the control box for the 
lights at Rt. 64 and Rt. 2. 

The city believes the 
box was struck by an 
unknown vehicle which 
caused a short in the sys-
tem, resulting in the lights 
not working. The city has 
been advised that IDOT is 
working to get a new con-
trol cabinet for the lights, 
unfortunately the delivery 
time is early September. 

IDOT said that due to 
the worry that if the lights 
began working for some 
reason there would be 
conflicting traffic control 
indicators, they will not 

place stop signs at the 
intersection. 

Motorists are reminded 
that Illinois State law des-
ignates a non-functioning 
or flashing red traffic con-
trol signal as functioning 
like a stop sign. Drivers 
should follow the rules 
of the road just like a stop 
sign intersection. We also 
do not have the staff to 
post police officers at the 
intersection 24/7 during 
this extended period of 
time. 

The city’s director of 
Public Works is actively 
working to make sure this 
replacement is completed 
as soon as possible, but 
there is clearly a supply 
chain issue similar to what 
people are experiencing in 
many situations. 

Traffic light in 
Oregon won’t be 
fixed until Sept.

OREGON – The Se-
renity Shed, 113 N 3rd St., 
Oregon, is offering a fun 
screen painting class on 
Friday, Aug. 19. 

The class starts at 5 
p.m., but people are wel-
come to attend as long as 
they can arrive by 6:30 
p.m. The price is $40 and 
all materials are included. 
To register, call 815-732-

2499 and ask for Cathy or 
Denise. 

As always, all proceeds 
benefit the impactful mis-
sion of Serenity Hospice 
and Home, an organiza-
tion that provides high 
quality, compassionate 
end-of-life care as well 
as free, ongoing bereave-
ment services that are open 
to the public. 

Screen painting class 
set for Oregon Aug. 19

OREGON – The an-
nual KB Fall Mum Sale 
has started. 

Beautiful fall mums 
are available in a variety 
of colors for $9 each. Or-
ders will be taken through 
Saturday, Aug. 24. These 
plants are grown in North-
ern Illinois and will arrive 
just in time for fall dec-
orating. Mums are field 
grown in natural condi-
tions, leading to a more 
hardy robust plant. Plants 
arrive in a number 2 pot 
(that’s about a 2-gallon 
pot) and are measuring 
approximately 16-18” 
wide by 14-16” tall with 
buds ready to bloom 
throughout the season. 

Order forms are avail-
able online at www.Face-
book.com/KBToughRun. 
Please return order forms 
and payment to the KB 
Fund c/o Josh Roos, 284 

Cultra Drive, Oregon, 
Il 61061, no later than 
Saturday, Aug. 24. Mums 
will be available for pick 
up from 8am – 4pm Satur-
day, September 24 at 284 
Cultra Drive in Oregon 
(Just north of the Black-
hawk Steak Pit). 

Please contact Josh 
Roos with any questions 
that you may have or to 
place an order.  Call or text 
at 815-440-5180.

All proceeds from the 
sale will support the KB 
Fund. The fund has been 
established to support 
those in our community 
that have been burdened 
by a medical crisis. To 
learn more about the KB 
Fund and our fundraising 
efforts visit our Face-
book page, www.Face-
book.com/KBToughRun. 
Thank you for your con-
tinued support.

Mum sale to benefit the 
KB Fund now underway
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Get your tickets NOW at the following locations: $1 each or 6 for $5
AMBOY:
The Last Alarm

Jones Berry Lumber 

The Long Branch Saloon 

Two Sisters on Main 

Depot Tap

Shell Express Lane  

Mowers and More 

Revolution Wellness

DIXON: Shamrock Pub

SUBLETTE:
Bonnell’s General Store

Sublette Saloon

Vaessen Bros. Chevrolet, Inc.

OHIO: Harry’s

Ticket sales will end on 
Saturday, Aug. 27 at noon, at 
the Dixon, Ohio and Sublette 

locations.

Amboy locations will sell 
until noon on  

Sunday, Aug. 28. 

Depot Days Drum is located 
at Amboy Food and Liquor.

For more information, 
check out the Amboy 

Depot Days 50/50 
Facebook page.

Drawing Sunday, August 28 after the Car Show       Proceeds to benefit Community Projects

2021 Winner - $105,580
5 - 2nd Place winners -  $2,000 Cash Each

(Winners need not be present to win)

WORLD FAMOUS AMBOY DEPOT DAYS

On sa
le 

now
!
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17
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22
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MOUNT MORRIS – The Seventh 

Annual U.S. National Straw Sculpting 
Competition opened Friday, Aug. 12 on 
the Mt. Morris Campus. 

“Fine Art in Straw” sculptures will 
be on display for all to enjoy each day 
through Aug. 28. Vote for your favorite 
new sculpture either in person or online 
at StrawUSA.com

Something new this year; “Square 
Village.” Sign up and build your own 
Straw Sculpture using a square bale 
as the base, be inspired to create your 
own “Fine Art in Straw” sculpture. 

Square bale builds must be finished by 
Aug. 26. Judging will be by this year’s 
competing artists.

Live on the Band Shell this Friday, 
Aug. 19, Dirty Fishnet Stocking (Rock-
abilly), and Saturday, Aug. 20, enjoy 
Swingbilly Rfd (Western Swing), both 
nights 7-9 p.m.

StrawFest weekend opens Friday, 
Aug. 26th with Chicago Tribute Anthol-
ogy (Music from the band Chicago and 
more) 7-9 p.m. StraweFest Saturday, 
Aug. 27 will include: Food trucks, craft-
er’s market, blacksmith demos, Wild 

Bulls – Mechanical Bull Riding, Rustic 
Ridge – ax throwing, round straw bale 
races, straw sculpting awards, art on fire 
(hydrant painting) awards and more. A 
great band, new to our Band Shell stage, 
“Brass From The Past” (classic rock) 
wraps up the evening from 7-9 p.m. 

There will be Pop-Up live music on 
the Straw Jam stage, next to the Straw 
Sculptures, intermittently on Saturdays 
and Sundays. Visit StrawUSA.com for 
the latest schedule and follow Encore 
Mt. Morris on Facebook for additional 
information. All events are free and open 

to the public. 
Featured for the month of August 

in the Encore! Old Sandstone Gallery, 
‘Small Town Livin’, a fine art show cel-
ebrating seventeen artist’s interpretation 
of the theme in various mediums. The 
gallery, on the Mt. Morris Campus next 
to the Band Shell, will be open on Friday 
and Saturday evenings from 6:30-9 p.m., 
and during special Straw events. 

ENCORE! Mt. Morris is a cultural 
initiative of Mt. Morris Economic 
Development Corp. Learn more at En-
coreMtMorris.com.

Straw sculpting competition now open

  – Dirty Fishnet Stockings Return 
to the Mt. Morris Band Shell for a free 
concert on Aug. 19 at 7 p.m.

Local rockabilly band Dirty Fishnet 
Stockings make their triumphant re-
turn to the Mt. Morris Jamboree. The 
band started as a group that was to be a 
rockabilly Christmas band called “Ted 
& The Mistletones.” The idea exploded 
into something much bigger, wanting 
to take the band further than playing just 
the holidays. 

The band is made up of guys who 
love and live the rockabilly lifestyle, 
including lead singer, Ted O’Donnell, 
Harry Euhus on lead guitar and vo-
cals, Rick Nolting on upright bass and 
vocals and Bill Englund on drums.. 
DFS was proud to be inducted into the 
Rockford Area Music Industry’s Hall 
of Fame. 

This high energy band brings a show 
of rousing favorites from the 50s, 60s 
and more. Always a good time, make 

sure you don’t miss this event!
Concessions for the evening will be 

provided by the Mt. Morris Moose Lodge, 
who will be serving burgers, pulled pork, 
cole slaw, chips, brownies, soda and 
water, starting at 6 p.m. 

The Campus will be extra festive 
that evening as the 7th Annual National 
Strawsculpting Competition continues, 
with four new sculptures and many others 
from past years on display all around the 
Campus.

Please bring a blanket or chair or 
enjoy the new benches and join the fun 
on our beautiful, historic campus in the 
center of Mt. Morris, two blocks south 
of Rt. 64 on Wesley Ave and enjoy the 
free Rockabilly concert. 

Help us pray for a beautiful summer 
evening so that we can be on the Campus, 
but in the event of inclement weather, our 
rain location for this evening will be the 
MM Moose Lodge, located at 101 Moose 
Dr. at the same times.

Dirty Fishnet Stockings make 
their return to Jamboree stage

STILLMAN VAL-
LEY – Charles Schaeffer, 
Edward Jones Financial 
Advisor in Stillman Val-
ley, has completed his 
Accredited Asset Man-
agement Specialist cre-
dentialing as of June 21.

This AAMS designa-
tion will allow Schaefferto 
better assist his clients 

with all their financial 
planning needs. 

Schaeffer plans on ob-
taining more credentials 
soon to be able to better 
serve his clients and his 
community. 

If you would like more 
information, please reach 
out to Schaefferat 815-
645-2185.

Financial advisor earns special credential

MOUNT MORRIS – Disciples 
United Methodist Church, Mt. Morris, 
will resume its GriefShare Support 
Group, beginning Thursday, Aug. 25 
from 6-7:30 p.m., in the Fireplace Room 
at the church, 102 Maple Ave. 

The group will meet every Thursday 
evening through Nov. 17.

GriefShare is available to anyone in 
the church, community, or surrounding 
towns.  The cost is $20 to cover the fee 
for the workbook/study guide.

Any questions, please call the church 
office at 815-734-4853. 

Registration will be during the first 
evening together or directly through the 
website at www.griefshare.org

GriefShare is a support group that 
features faith-based teaching focusing 
on grief topics associated with the death 
of a loved one. The DVD portion fea-
tures nationally respected grief experts 
and real-life stories of people, followed 

by quiet listening and sharing in a safe 
small group. Past participants have 
related how helpful the information 
and follow up fellowship were to them. 
Many grieving people find they are only 
beginning the work of healing when 
friends or family have already returned 
to their daily life routines.  

Confidentiality is very much a part 
of this program. The bereavement ex-
perience may be recent or years ago. 
Participants will find encouragement, 
comfort and help in grieving the death 
of a spouse, child, parent, sibling, other 
family member, or friend. No matter 
what the cause of a loved one’s death, 
this is an opportunity to be around 
people who understand what you are 
feeling. You will learn how to recognize 
the symptoms of being stuck in grief 
as well as receive valuable information 
about facing your new normal in life 
and renewing your hope for the future.

Church hosts grief support group

BYRON – Knights of Columbus 
council 4739 of St. Mary’s in Byron 
conducted a Baby Bottle Boomerang 
to raise funds for the Pregnancy Care 
Center of Rockford. 

The event was proposed and chaired 
by Sandy and Joe Yockey.

Baby bottles were distributed at 
Masses on Mother’s Day weekend and 
parishioners were asked to place coins, 

cash or checks in them and return by Fa-
ther’s Day. One parishioner related that 
when he got the bottles home his young 
son asked what they were for. After being 
told he ran to his room, grabbed his bank 
and emptied it into the bottle telling his 
dad that it was a good cause. 

Through the generosity of the parish-
ioners, the Knights were able to collect 
$4,197.91 for the Center.

Pictured above 
presenting the check 
are: Grand Knight 
Jeff Jackson, Knight 
Mark Hickey, Tracey 
Breit Executive Di-
rector of the Preg-
nancy Center, Coun-
cil treasurer Craig 
Conderman, Sandy 
Yockey, KoC field 
agent Joe Yockey 
and Father Rich 
Rosinski Council 
Chaplain and Parish 
Priest of St Mary’s.

Byron Knights hold baby bottle fundraiser
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Any arrests listed in this paper are 
merely charges and the defendants 
are presumed innocent unless 
proven guilty in a court of law.
Please note that all police reports 
received from the Oregon Police, 
Byron Police, Polo Police, Mt. Morris 

Police, the Ogle County Sheriff’s 
Department and the Illinois State 
Police, will be printed without 
exception.
Requests to omit particular reports 
will not be considered or honored at 
any time.

Report policy
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OREGON – Cyrus 
A. Wiesner, age 28, died 
Monday, July 18, 2022. 
He was born Jan. 11, 1994 
in Rockford, the son of 
Richard Wiesner Jr. and 
Kelly Newton. 

He graduated from 
Oregon High School in 
2012 and attended Colo-
rado Technical University. 
Cyrus worked for DeVry 
University. His hobbies in-
cluded spending time with 
friends and family, video 
gaming and keeping grand-
pa’s iPad operational. 

He is predeceased by 

his grandmother Linda 
Wiesner. 

He is survived by his 
parents Richard Wiesner Jr. 
and Kelly (Jeff) Newton; 

brother Matthew Thomp-
son; aunts and uncles 
David and Lara Wiesner, 
Patrick and Christine Wi-
esner, Ellen Hope, Lowell 
and Claudia Wertz, Brian 
and Darlene Thompson, 
Brenda James, Jackie and 
Eric Jacobs; cousin Braden 
Wiesner and the love of 
several cousins, nieces and 
nephews. 

Private burial will be 
held at the River View 
Cemetery in Oregon. To 
leave an online condolence 
please visit www.farrell-
hollandgale.com 

Cyrus A. Wiesner

OREGON – Mary L. 
Himbert, age 97, died 
Tuesday, Aug. 9, 2022 at 
the P.A. Peterson Home 
in Rockford. She was 
born June 14, 1925 in 
Rockford, the daughter 
of Magdaline and Adolph 
Herron.  

Mary attended East 
High School and Ham-
ilton Business School in 
Rockford. She married 
Stanley P. Himbert on 
Sept. 28, 1946 at St. Ed-
wards in Rockford. They 
lived on a farm in Mon-
roe Center for 39 years 
before moving to Oregon 
in 1985. Mary worked at 
Greenlees for 22 years 
in the sales department. 
Mary and Stan were active 
choir members and visited 
shut-ins.  Together they 
enjoyed getting together 
with Stan’s 745th tank bat-
talion friends for break-
fast. In Mary’s capacity 
as secretary in numerous 

church organizations, she 
sent cards, letters and 
flowers to the sick. She 
enjoyed the Golden Agers 
from St. Mary’s in Byron. 

Mary was predeceased 
by her husband, siblings 
and other family mem-
bers.  

She is survived by 
daughters Delores “Dee” 
(Mel) Buser, Buckeye, 
Ariz., and Linda (Steve) 
Swan, Oregon; four 
grandchildren: Joseph 
Ullrich, Rockford; Dustin 

Swan, Oregon; Krystal 
Swan, Byron; Lisa (Ran-
dy) Ellingsen, Dixon; 
6 great-grandchildren: 
Clara, Keagan, Trinity, 
Dylan, Devin Swan and 
Jocelyn Ellingsen; Niec-
es: Patricia Adams, Bar-
bara Wagner and Teresa 
Schoster; and Nephew 
Jim Herron.  

Funeral service will 
be held 11 a.m., Tuesday, 
Aug. 16, 2022 at the Far-
rell-Holland-Gale Funer-
al Home, 110 S. 7th Street 
in Oregon, with the Rev. 
Joseph Naill officiating. 
Visitation will be prior 
to the service from 10-11 
a.m.  Burial will take place 
at 12:45 p.m. on Tuesday 
at Calvary Cemetery near 
Winnebago. A memorial 
fund is established for 
the Lifeline Food Pantry 
in Oregon.  Visit www.
farrellhollandgale.com 
to leave a condolence or 
memory of Mary.  

Mary L. Himbert

Rock River Center is a resource 
center located at 810 S. 10th Street, 
Oregon.  Do you need help with 
Benefit Access Application for a 
license plate discount, Medicare, 
housing, homemaker service, heat-
ing assistance or other things?  Our 
Information & Assistance Specialists 
are available at various locations 
throughout Ogle County. Our activ-
ities and trips are open to all ages.  
Call our office at 815-732-3252 
with any questions.  Visit us on the 
web at www.rockrivercenter.org and 
like us on Facebook. Registration 
is requested if you plan to attend a 
scheduled program or class.  Just 
give us call 815-732-3252.  Thank 
you for your support in this matter.

2022 Wits Fitness Brain Exercise 
Class Schedule

University of Illinois Educator 
Karla Belzer continues to lead par-
ticipants through interactive activ-
ities designed to exercise the brain 
to maintain and enhance cognitive 
function and memory.

The monthly classes are from 
10:30 a.m.-noon at the Rock River 
Center.

Remaining Class  dates  are: 
Wednesday, Aug.17; Wednesday, 
Sept. 21; Monday, Oct. 3; and Mon-
day, Nov. 7.

You are never too young or too old 
to get started training your brain, so 
join Karla in this fun and informative 
class.  Classes are free and open to 
the public.  You are welcome to join 
at any time.

Registration is requested.  Call 
Rock River Center at 815-732-3252 
to sign up.  For more information, call 
the University of Illinois Extension 
at 815-632-3611.  Visit us on the web 
at www.rockrivercenter.org and like 
us on Facebook.

Believe, The Cher Show
Concert Attraction Matinee at 

Circa21, Oct. 6
With more than 200,000 records 

sold, multi-award winner Cher, aka 
“The Goddess of Pop”, is known all 
over the world for her sultry voice, 
unique appearance, sense of humor, 
and outrageous fashion sense.

Like Cher, Kara Chandler is an 
entertainer of the highest order.  
With her uncanny resemblance to 
the famous star and with 10 years 
of theatrical experience behind her, 
Kara Chandler embodies the living 
legend on stage in a way like no other 
can.  Her combination of boundless 
energy, charisma and talent lets her 
easily morph into her alter ego, Cher, 
and give audiences the powerful and 
unforgettable experience that only a 
true star is capable of giving.

$84/Members; $89/Non-Mem-
bers. Price includes transportation, 
show tickets, lunch and all taxes and 
gratuities.  (Dessert will be available 
at the show for additional cost).

Reservation Information
* Prepaid reservations can be 

made in person at the Rock River 
Center, 810 S 10th St, Oregon or by 
mail.

* Note:   Your reservation and 
payment must be received by the 
deadline.

* Reservation and payment dead-
line: Monday, Aug. 15

* Rock River Center gift certifi-
cates accepted as payment.

Make your reservations early as 
seating is limited and shows sell out 
quickly.

Please call the Center at 815-732-
3252 or toll free 1-800-541-5479 for 
more information.

Visit us on the web at www.
rockrivercenter.org  and like us on 
Facebook.

Healthy Living for Brain & Body 
with Scattergories

Presented by Alzheimer’s Associ-
ation – Tuesday, Aug. 16, 10-11:30 
a.m. at RRC.

For centuries, we’ve known that 

the health of the brain and body are 
connected.  But now, science is able 
to provide insights into how to make 
lifestyle choices that may help you 
keep your brain and body health as 
you age.

Join us to learn about research 
in the areas of diet and nutrition, 
exercise, cognitive activity and so-
cial engagement, and use hands-on 
tools to help you incorporate these 
recommendations into a plan for 
healthy aging.

Followed by 30-minutes of Scat-
tergories offered by Manager, Edu-
cation and Community Volunteers, 
Joe Landmichl from the Rockford 
Office of the Illinois Chapter of the 
Alzheimer’s Association.

Registration requested by Friday, 
August 12 so we can be prepared.  
Please call Rock River Center at 815-
732-3252 if you plan on attending.

Low Vision Awareness on Aug. 
22

Rock River Center is pleased to 
welcome Sean Johnson, a Vision 
Rehabilitation Therapist from the 
Center for Sight & Hearing, at 10 
a.m. on Monday, Aug. 22.

Sean’s presentation will cover 
common eye conditions and how 
they may impact visual functioning.  
It will also address common adap-
tations, visual aids and devices to 
help maximize remaining vision.  We 
will also discuss the wide range of 
services available in your community 
for individuals with low vision or 
blindness.

This hands-on presentation will 
provide a better understanding of 
how someone with low vision may 
see the world, as well as let the au-
dience to try some tools available 
that allow individuals with vision 
loss to maintain their independence.

Please call River Center at 815-
732-3252 if you plan on attending.  
Advance registration requested by 
Au. 16 to accommodate seating. 
Refreshments will be served.

Benefit Access Program
The Benefit Access Program al-

lows you to get a discount on your 
license plate sticker.  The cost of your 
sticker could be as low as $24.00.

To qualify, you must meet income 
guidelines as follows:

* You must be 65 years of age or 
older by December 31 of the current 
year; or

* You must be 16 years of age 
or older and totally disabled before 
January 1 of this year

Your 2021 annual income must 
be less than:

* $33,562 for a 1 person household
* $44,533 for a 2 person household
* $55,500 for a 3 person household
You must live in Illinois at the 

time you file your application.

Support groups

Cancer Support Group
Meets: 4th Wednesday of March, 

June, Sept. & November
Time: 2-3 p.m.

Caregiver Support Group
Meets: 1ST and 3RD Tuesday 

of each month
Time: 10-11 a.m.

Diabetic Support Group
Meets: 1 st Wednesday of 

each month
Time: 11 a.m.-noon

Low Vision Group
Meets: 2nd and 4th Tuesday 

of the month
Time: Noon-1:30 p.m.

For more information on any of 
our Support Groups, call Rock River 
Center at 815-732-3252 or 1-800-
541-5479.

RRC schedules upcoming 
events and activities

LEAF RIVER – The Leaf River 
Lions will be having a Drive Thru Brat 
and Beef Hot Dog Sandwich lunch on 
Saturday, Aug. 20 from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 

Serving will be in the old fire station 
next to the Bertolet Memorial building 
at 103 West Second St. The lunch will 

consist of your choice of either a brat 
or beef hot dog sandwich with chips, 
applesauce, cookie, and a drink.

Cost of the meal is $5, and proceeds 
will go toward Lions projects. Enjoy a 
delicious sandwich and support your 
local Lions Club.

Lions hosting drive through lunch

BYRON  –  Byron 
Museum of History is 
pleased to display the 
paintings of area artist 
and Byron Alum Kathy 
Raum. 

Her artwork will be 
displayed between Aug. 
10 and Sept. 10. 

Museum hours are 
Wednesday through Sat-
urday 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
and admission is always 
free.

Raum attended Byron 
schools, where she was 
known as “Mary K” 
Vogel. She met her hus-
band-to-be John Raum 
after graduating from 
Byron High School in 
1956.  She was an active 
member of St. Mary’s 

Catholic Church in Ore-
gon, and sang in the choir. 
She was an accomplished 
seamstress, while also 
working many years for 
the Ogle County zoning 
board.

Also having an avid 
interest in history, Raum 
participated in the Muse-
um’s History Roundtable 
and was the originator 
of the Byron Nostalgia 
Facebook page. Kathy 
became an active member 
of the Eagles Nest Art 
Group and helped estab-
lish the group’s annual 
spring art show at the 
Byron Museum.

Eagle’s Nest Art Group 
welcomes all who are 
art-minded to partici-

pate in its full schedule 
of programs and art 
show opportunities. If 
you would like a list 
of programs and/or a 
membership form, call 
(815)732-7783. 

Find us on Facebook at 
Eagle’s Nest Art Group, 
Oregon, Illinois. 

Visit the Byron Mu-
seum Wednesday to Sat-
urday 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Book a tour by calling the 
Byron Museum at 815-
234-5031, or sending an 
e-mail to info@byronmu-
seum.org. The Byron Mu-
seum of History is located 
at 110 N. Union Street in 
Byron, Illinois, 61010. 
The website address is 
www.byronmuseum.org

Museum displaying local artwork



Bar and Kitchen are Open!
Carry out and kitchen are open:  

Monday, Wednesday & Friday 3pm-7pm

Fish, chicken and shrimp  
carry out on Fridays! 
BINGO Wednesday 5:30pm

Karaoke 3rd Friday 7:00-11:00pm
Watch for Live Entertainment!

SLOTS ARE WAITING!

VFW Post #8739
1310 W. Washington St., Oregon, IL

815-732-6851

07
25

20
22Effective August 15th, Bar and Kitchen open at 4pm

Game machines open Monday,  
Wednesday and Friday 3-Close

RANCHANDFARMAUCTIONS .COM

LAND 
AUCTION

AUCTION:  
LIVE AND ONLINE AT  

RANCHANDFARMAUCTIONS.COM

AUCTION DATE: 9/15/22

AUCTION TIME: 10:00 AM

AUCTION LOCATION:  
OREGON PARK DISTRICT, RIVER ROOM

304 SOUTH 5TH STREET
OREGON, IL 61061

IN COOPERATION WITH WHITETAIL  
PROPERTIES REAL ESTATE, LLC 

TODD HENRY, AGENT (815) 997-2256

347.18 AC± | 5 TRACTS 
OGLE CO, IL

WHITETAIL PROPERTIES REAL ESTATE LLC DBA RANCH & FARM AUCTIONS | Debbie S. Laux, Illinois Broker, License # 471.018541 | Joe Gizdic, 
Director, Ranch & Farm Auctions, 217.299.0332 | Todd Henry, Illinois Land Specialist, Whitetail Properties Real Estate, LLC, 815.997.2256 | Cody 

Lowderman, IL Auctioneer, 441.001255
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LOCAL NEWS
July 24
At approximately 10:22 p.m. Deputies 

located a vehicle parked in the ditch in the 
4800 block of East Short Rd.  After further 
investigation Richard Reeves, 35 of Ore-
gon, was placed under arrest for Driving 
Under the Influence of Alcohol.  Reeves 
was transported to the Ogle County Jail 
where he was held in lieu of bond.   

At approximately 8:55 a.m., Deputies 
conducted a traffic stop in the 1,000 block 
of N. River Road.  After investigation, 
Deputies placed Eric Lampman, 48 of 
Rochelle, under arrest for Driving While 
License Suspended.  Lampman was 
released on an I-Bond at the scene and 
given a future court date.  All subjects are 
presumed innocent.   

July 23
At approximately 8:53 a.m., Deputies 

responded to a hit and run accident at the 
intersection of 5th St. and Garfield St. 
in Leaf River. While checking the area, 
Deputies located the vehicle and conduct-
ed a traffic stop near the intersection of 
West Grove Road and Leaf River Road at 
approximately 0919 hours.  After investi-
gation, Deputies placed John Huenefeld, 
56 of Leaf River under arrest for Driving 
Under the Influence of Alcohol.  Huenefeld 
was additionally issued citations for failure 
to reduce speed to avoid an accident and 
leaving the scene of a property damage 
accident.  Huenefeld was transported to 
the Ogle County Jail where he was held in 
lieu of bond.  Mt. Morris PD also assisted 
with incident.  All subjects are presumed 
innocent.   

At 11:31 p.m., Deputies were dis-
patched to a driving complaint traveling 
southbound on North Kishwaukee Rd 
from Condon Rd. (Winnebago County). 
Deputies eventually located the vehicle and 
initiated a traffic stop in the 8000 block of 
North River Rd. During the course of the 
investigation, Deputies arrested Joseph R 
Diehl, 28 of Oregon, for Driving Under the 
Influence of Alcohol. Diehl was also issued 
citations for Expired Registration, Operate 
Uninsured Motor Vehicle, Improper Lane 
Usage, and Disregarding a Stop Sign. Diehl 
was transported to the Ogle County Jail, 
and held in lieu of bond. All parties are 
considered innocent until proven guilty. 

At approximately 5:03 p.m., Ogle 
County Deputies conducted a traffic stop 
near the intersection of East Illinois Route 
64 and Moore Road. After investigation, 
Deputies arrested Bradley Highbarger, 

49 of Mount Morris, for Driving While 
License Revoked. Highbarger was also 
issued a citation for Illegal Window Tint. 
Highbarger was subsequently transported 
to the Ogle County Jail, where he was held 
in lieu of bond. All subjects are presumed 
innocent. 

At approximately 8:29 p.m., Ogle 
County Deputies conducted a traffic stop 
on East Illinois Route 38, just west of 
I-39. After investigation, Deputies arrested 
Marcus Hart, 37 of Rockford, for Driving 
While License Revoked. Hart was also 
issued citations for Illegal Window Tint 
and Operating an Uninsured Motor Vehi-
cle. Hart was subsequently transported to 
the Ogle County Jail where he was held 
in lieu of bond. All subjects are presumed 
innocent. 

At approximately 11:23 p.m., Deputies 
responded to the 400 block of North Illinois 
Rt 26 in reference to a single vehicle roll-
over accident.  A preliminary investigation 
revealed a southbound vehicle being driven 
by Savon Monroe, 26 of Dixon, left the 
roadway and entered the east ditch where 
it overturned.  Monroe was charged with 
Aggravated Driving Under the Influence of 
Alcohol, Driving While License Revoked, 
Driving Under the Influence of Alcohol, 
Improper Lane Usage, Operating a Vehicle 
with Suspended Registration, Child Re-
straint Violation, Operating an Uninsured 
Motor Vehicle, and Illegal Transportation 
of Alcohol.  Monroe was transported to 
the Ogle County Jail where he was held 
pending an appeared before a judge.  All 
subjects are presumed innocent.  Deputies 
were assisted at the scene by Polo Fire/
EMS and Polo Police.   

July 22
At approximately 10:38 a.m., Deputies 

conducted a traffic stop in the 6000 block 
of N. Route 251.  After an investigation, 
Deputies cited Joshua Raby, 40 of Rock-
ford for driving while suspended, no in-
surance, and suspended registration.  Raby 
was released on an I-Bond at the scene and 
given a future court date.  All subjects are 
presumed innocent.   

At approximately 9:53 p.m. Deputies 
initiated a traffic stop in the 4000 block of 
East Illinois Rt 64.  After further investiga-
tion Kristofor Nelson, 43 of Dekalb, was 
placed under arrest for Driving Under the 
Influence of Alcohol.  Nelson was also cited 
for Operating an Uninsured Motor Vehicle, 
Improper Lane Usage, and One Headlight.  
Nelson was transported to the Ogle County 

Jail where he was held in lieu of bond.  All 
subjects are presumed innocent. 

At 10:56 p.m., deputies conducted a 
traffic stop at the intersection of S. 4th St. 
and Madison St. in Oregon. As a result, 
deputies arrested Sam E. Jones age 29, of 
Lyndon IL, for Driving on a Suspended 
License. Jones was also issued a citation 
for Head/Tail/Side Light Violation. Jones 
was released on an I-Bond with a court 
date to appear. All subjects are presumed 
innocent until proven guilty. 

July 21
At 2:42 p.m., Deputies responded to 890 

Illinois Route 38, Rochelle for a two ve-
hicle accident that previously occurred on 
I-39. After a brief investigation, Deputies 
arrested Kyle Border of Durand, Illinois 
for reckless driving and leaving the scene 
of an accident. Border was released on a 
$2,500 Individual Bond with a future court 
date. All subjects are presumed innocent.  

At approximately 11:52 p.m., Ogle 
County Deputies conducted a traffic stop 
at East Illinois Route 38 and Thorpe Road.  
After a brief investigation, Deputies arrest-
ed Zachariah S. Flatt, 19 of Tennessee, for 
No Driver’s License.  Flatt was taken into 
custody without incident and released on 
a $2,500 individual bond with a return 
court date set.  Flatt was also cited for 
an inoperable headlight.  All suspects are 
presumed innocent until proven guilty.  

July 20
At approximately 11 a.m., Deputies 

conducted a traffic stop in the 6000 block 
of N. Meridian Road.  After further inves-
tigation, Glen Mundell, 23 of Ashton, was 
placed under arrest and cited for Driving 
While License Revoked.  Mundell also 
received citations for Possession of Can-
nabis, No Insurance, Operating a Vehicle 
with Expired Registration, and Speeding.  
Mundell was transported to the Ogle 
County Jail where he was held in lieu of 
bond.  All suspects are presumed innocent 
until proven guilty.  

At approximately 9:14 p.m., Ogle 
County Deputies were dispatched to 103 
Oak Avenue for the report of a domestic 
disturbance.  After a brief investigation, 
Deputies arrested Steven W. Dodson, 44 of 
Chana, for Domestic Battery.  Dodson was 
taken into custody without incident and 
transported to the Ogle County Jail where 
he was held with no bond.  All suspects 
are presumed innocent until proven guilty. 

July 19
At 8:15 p.m., Deputies were dispatched 

to the 500 block of S Valley Dr in Stillman 
Valley for a report of a domestic. As a 
result of the investigation, a 17 year-old 
juvenile male of Rockford was arrested 
for Domestic Battery, Disorderly Conduct, 
and Resisting/Obstructing a Police Officer. 
The juvenile was transported to the Ogle 
County Jail, and released to a parent. All 
suspects are presumed innocent until 
proven guilty. 

At approximately 8:32 a.m., Ogle 
County Deputies initiated a traffic stop 
in the 2000 block of S IL. Rt. 251. After 
investigation, Deputies arrested Makenzee 
A. Scofield, 19 of Holcomb, for an Ogle 
county battery warrant. Scofield was ad-
ditionally cited for driving without a valid 
driver›s license and improper display of 
front registration. Scofield was transported 
to the Ogle county jail pending an ap-
pearance before a judge. All subjects are 
presumed innocent.  

July 18
At approximately 10:59 p.m., Deputies 

initiated a traffic stop in the 15000 block of 
East Illinois Rt 72. After further investiga-
tion Sara Wyant, 40 of Byron, was placed 
under arrest for Driving While License 
Suspended. Wyant was released on an 
Individual Bond and will appear in Ogle 
County Court at a later date. All subjects 
are presumed innocent.  

July 17 
At approximately 8:04 p.m., Ogle 

County Deputies conducted a traffic stop in 
the 13,500 block of East Illinois Route 72. 
After investigation, Morgan Lopez-Dan-
iels, 22 of Rockford, was arrested for No 
Valid Driver’s License. Lopez-Daniels 
was released on an Individual Bond with a 
return court date. All subjects are presumed 
innocent until proven guilty.  

July 13
At approximately 3:30 p.m., Deputies 

responded to the area of Daysville and 
Flagg Road for a driving complaint.  A short 
time later Deputies located the vehicle and 
conducted a traffic stop in the 200 block 
of N. Daysville Road. After investigation, 
Deputies placed  Sheridan Saskowski, 46 
of Geneseo under arrest for Driving Under 
the Influence of Alcohol.  Saskowski was 
additionally issued citations for follow-
ing too closely and improper lane usage.  
Saskowski was transported to the Ogle 
County Jail where she was held in lieu of 
bond.  All subjects are presumed innocent.

Ogle County Sheriff



Belvidere Collectible Coins

880 Belvidere Road • Belvidere, IL

www.goldsilverjewelrycoin.com

We Pay Highest Prices For Gold, Silver, Platinum, 
Jewelry, Coins, Flatware, Dental & Bullion

10% More For Jewelry
With This Ad!

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9:30am-5:00pm • Sat. 10:30am-2pm

~ Call For Directions ~  (815) 547-7111

SYCAMORE ANTIQUES
JAMES AND ANN TUCKER,

PROPRIETORS

321 WEST STATE STREET
SYCAMORE, ILLINOIS

OPEN
WEDNESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY

10:00 AM TO 5:30 PM, 7:00 PM FRIDAY

815-895-4720

Suzanne Schmidt
owner

OPEN Wednesday-Friday 10am-5pm 
Saturday 10am-4pm

1112 S Galena Ave
Dixon, IL

(815) 718-3659

05302022

Follow Us On
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The Oregon Park District held their final Concert in the Park for the summer on 
Tuesday, July 26. Burn N’ Bush packed the park for an evening of music sponsored 
by Woods. Woods supplied the crowd with bubbles and paddle balls for the kids 
and chocolate covered Oreos for the crowd. The Oregon Park District thanks the 
sponsors, musicians and everyone that came out each to enjoy the music.

Final summer concert

July 12
At 3:03 p.m. Oregon Police investi-

gated a two-vehicle traffic crash in the 
100 block of S. 5th Street involving a 
2021 Chevrolet driven by Jeffrey M. 
Billeter, 65, Byron, and a parked 2016 
Audi belonging to Andrew C. Tangen, 
age 38, of Mundelein, IL. No citations 
were issued.

At 7:25 p.m., Oregon Police arrested 
Amanda V. Kraft, 36, Dixon, on a Lee 
County warrant for failure to appear. 
Kraft was transported to the Ogle 
County jail.

July 13
At 11:52 a.m., Oregon Police re-

sponded to a two-vehicle traffic crash 
at the intersection of W. Washington 
and N. 6th Streets involving a 2007 
Ford driven by Eric J. Schmidt, 44, of 
Forreston, and a 2006 Subaru driven 
by Laura L. Madden, 58, Leaf River. 
Madden was issued citations for failure 
to reduce speed to avoid an accident and 
operating an uninsured motor vehicle. 

July 14
At 2:56 p.m., Oregon Police issued 

Viktor K. Domnenko, 61, of Marseilles, 
IL, a city citation for unlawful burning. 
This violation occurred in the 100 block 
of S. 2nd Street.

July 15
At 3:50 p.m., Oregon Police respond-

ed to a two-vehicle traffic crash in the 
100 block of River Road involving 
a 2021 Honda driven by Keagan R. 
Dittel, 28, of Milwaukee, WI, and a 
2008 Ford driven by Leah M. Hays, 
33, of Creston, IL. Dittel was issued 
a citation for improper overtaking of 
vehicle on the left.

July 16
At 7:27 p.m., Oregon Police arrested 

Patrick L. Tatum, 53, Rockford, for 
driving while license revoked. Tatum 
was transported to the Ogle County 
jail. This violation occurred in the 500 
block of Gale Street.

12 parking citations and 26 verbal 
warnings issued during the week of 
7/11/2022 through 7/17/2022.

July 20
At 12:21 p.m., Oregon Police inves-

tigated a two-vehicle traffic crash in the 
100 block of Depot Street involving a 
2015 GMC driven by Ted N. Gesin, 
47, Oregon, struck a parked 1997 Ford 
owned by Myles L Miraglia, age 19, 
Oregon. Information was exchanged 
and no citations were issued.

July 23
At 6:28 p.m., Oregon Police arrested 

Jeramiha J. Martin, 33, Oregon, for 
driving while license revoked. Martin 

was transported to the Ogle County 
jail. This violation occurred in the 400 
block of S. 4th Street.

July 24
At 8 p.m., Oregon Police arrested 

Holly K. Morse, 39, Oregon, for driv-
ing while license revoked. Morse was 
transported to the Ogle County jail. This 
violation occurred in the 800 block of 
N. 4th Street.

3 parking citations and 13 verbal 
warnings issued during the week of 
7/18/2022 through 7/24/2022.

Aug. 1
At 12:32 p.m., Oregon Police re-

sponded to a traffic crash at 211 S. 
4th Street, the McDonald’s restaurant, 
involving a 2017 Audi driven by Loran 
R. Greenfield, 80, Forreston, and a 
parked 2016 Ford driven by T. Joyce 
Sanders, age 81, Oregon. No citations 
were issued.

Aug. 2
At 7:59 a.m., Oregon Police issued 

Gabriel C. Guerra, age 19, Savana, a 
citation for operating a vehicle with 
an expired registration. This violation 
occurred near the intersection of 10th 
and Washington Streets.

Aug. 4
At 4:00 p.m., Oregon Police re-

sponded to a traffic crash report at the 
intersection of Washington and N. 4th 
Streets involving a 2018 Chevrolet 
driven by Andrew R. McKay, 38, 
Dixon, and a 2005 Chevrolet driven 
by Anthony J. Frey, 29, Oregon. No 
citations were issued.

Aug. 5
At 7:13 p.m., Oregon Police issued 

Jennifer R. Spedding, 41, Loves Park, 
a citation for operating an uninsured 
motor vehicle. This violation occurred 
in the 700 block of N. 4th Street.

At 7:49 p.m., Oregon Police respond-
ed to a traffic crash in the Dairy Queen 
parking lot located at 210 E. Washington 
Street involving a 2002 Dodge driven 
by Dannielle R. West, 45, Kirkland, IL, 
and a parked 2019 Nissan belonging 
to Holly A. Bargren, 51, Byron. No 
citations were issued.

Aug. 7
At 7:20 p.m., Oregon Police arrested 

Araceli Rocha-Amaro, 45, Oregon, on 
an outstanding Ogle County warrant 
for driving while license suspended. 
Rocha-Amaro was transported to the 
Ogle County jail.

3 parking citations and 5 verbal 
warnings issued during the week of 
8/1/2022 through 8/7/2022.

Oregon Police 
report

The Rock River Riders MC presents: 
“Illinois State Championship 

Motorcycle Hill Climb” across 
the street from 

White Pines State Park near Polo, IL. 
Starting at 11AM 

$15 donations | Under 12 - FREE
NO PETS & NO KEGS

For more information, please visit our 
Facebook page 

or www.rrrmc.org

Sunday, August 21st, 2022

Rock River Riders Rock River Riders 
Motorcycle ClubMotorcycle Club

08152022



3923 N River Rd Oregon IL 61061
815-732-2384

stevebeneshandsons.com

STEVE BENESH & SONS

700 IL Route 72 E • Leaf River • 815-973-2432
Hours: Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday, 9am-5pm

COMPLETE 
FEED & 
RUSTIC 
RELICS

SP
EC

20
18

Call 815-441-8207 for a free quote  
or to schedule service today!

HILLIKER.ELECTRIC@GMAIL.COM • FRANKLIN GROVE, IL 09
26

20
16

For All Your Insurance Needs.

09282015

7993 N. River Road
Byron, IL

(815) 234-8535 Ext. 200

Visit our website: 
www.byronforestpreserve.com

510 W. Washington St. • Oregon, IL 61061
815.732.3111 • www.webhsb.com

09282015

ROCK VALLEY SHOPPER

211 HWY. 38 EAST, ROCHELLE 61068

815-732-2156
www.oglecountylife.com
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Thurs., Aug. 18

Polo Farmer’s Market, parking 
lot south of Shell Station – Hwy 
26/Division Ave., 3-6 p.m.

Deuth Meats, Earl-E Green 
Gardens, Ewe and Me Acres, 
Ivan’s Farm Market and more.

Hub City Grief Group will 
meet from 9-10 a.m. at 401 
Cherry Ave, Rochelle. Please 
call 815-732-4111 by 3 p.m. on 
Aug. 17 to register.

Evening Group will meet from 
5-6 p.m. at The Serenity House, 

1658 S IL RT 2, Oregon. Please 
call 815-732-4111 by noon to 
register.

Fri., Aug. 19

Diamond Art will meet from 
9-11 a.m. at The Serenity Shed, 
131 N 3rd St., Oregon.

Family Movie Night at United 
Church of Byron. The movie 
“Penguins of Madagascar” will 
be shown on the front lawn and 
will begin at dusk. Bring along 
your friends and family as well 
as lawn chairs, blankets and bug 

spray. Snacks and drinks will be 
available. 

The New Beginnings Al-Anon 
Family Group meets each Friday 
morning at 10 a.m. at the KSB 
Medical Clinic, 1107 S. Division 
(Route 52), in Polo. The meeting 
is also on Zoom; information for 
that option may be acquired by 
calling 815-732-7616.

Sat., Aug. 20

Byron’s Hairy Cow Farm-
er’s Market is 8 a.m. to noon, 

Sunshine Park, IL Route 2 and 
Peru St, Byron. Featuring local 
seasonal produce, plants, baked 
goods, area crafters and more. 
For information contact the By-
ron Hairy Cow Farmer’s Market 
Facebook page.

Please send your items for 
the weekly Community Calen-
dar to bjennings@oglecoun-
tylife.com. Deadline for all 
items is 3 p.m. Wednesday.

Brought to you by these sponsors:

The Ogle County Republican Central Committee held its annual Governor Lowden 
Dinner on Aug. 4. Ginger Pearson was named Republican of the Year and Kevin 
Colbert was named Volunteer of the Year. Pictured from left are: Ginger Pearson, 
Stacy Flanagan Chairman and Kevin Colbert.

Lowden Dinner

BYRON – Stop by the Byron St. 
Mary Church parking lot (off Route 2) 
on Saturday, Aug. 20 from 11 a.m.-3 
p.m. for the Kiwanis Pork Chop Sand-
wich Lunch.

The cost is $8, which includes 
grilled Eichman’s pork sandwich, chips, 
cookie, and bottle of water.  This is a 
drive-thru event, so press the “easy 
button” and treat your family with a 
Pork Chop Sandwich Lunch to go.

All proceeds benefit programs in 
the community. Kiwanis is a mosaic 
of ordinary people doing extraordinary 
things to uplift our communities and 
serve children around the world. The 
Byron Club was founded in 1988 and 
Service is at the heart of every member, 
united in our commitment and compas-
sion for others.

A Family of Servant Leaders: Byron 
Kiwanis sponsors “K-KIDS” at Mary 
Morgan Elementary, “Builders Club” at 
Byron Middle School and “Key Club” 
at Byron High School.  We collaborate 
with other area service organizations 
and businesses…because together we 
reach more people and have a greater 
impact on our community.  Some of 
the programs we support include: Mary 
Morgan Family Reading Night, youth 
education & sports, high school college 
scholarships, Byron School PBIS:  
Positive Behavior Intervention and 
Supports, Free Breakfast with Santa, 
benefitting Operation Santa, Crossroads 
Blues Society, People Helping People 
Food Pantry, Pegasus Riders, Village 
of Progress, Neuroscience Research 
Foundation.

Pork chop lunch will be Aug. 20

BYRON – The Next Family Movie 
Night at United Church of Byron will 
be on Aug. 19. 

The movie will be shown on the front 
lawn and will begin at dusk. The movie 
will be “Penguins of Madagascar.” 
Discover the secrets of the greatest and 
most hilarious covert birds in the global 
espionage biz: Skipper, Kowalski, Rico 
and Private. These elitists of the elite 
are joining forces with a chic under-
cover organization, The North Wind. 

Led by handsome Eurasian wolf Agent 
Classified (we could tell you his name, 
but then – you know). Together, they 
must stop the villainous Dr. Octavius 
Brine, from destroying the world as 
we know it. 

Bring along your friends and family 
as well as lawn chairs, blankets and 
bug spray. Snacks and drinks will be 
available. If it rains, the movie will be 
shown in the fellowship hall and will 
begin at approximately 7:30 p.m. 

Byron church to host movie night Aug. 19

OREGON – The Oregon Park 
District’s Fall guide will be available 
to view on Friday, Aug. 19.

Visit www.oregonpark.org to check 
out the variety of offerings for fall. Ev-
eryone’s favorite programs are featured 
in the guide, including fitness classes, 
adult leagues, youth sports, swim les-
sons, athletics, holiday events, personal 

training and much more!
Registration is open for passholders 

on Monday, Aug. 22 and open for all on 
Tuesday, Aug. 23 and can be completed 
online, by phone or in person.

Register online at www.oregonpark.
org, in person at Nash Recreation Cen-
ter, 305 S. 5th Street, Oregon, or over 
the phone at 815-732-3101.  

Park District Fall Guide available this week
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I have never been a 
talk radio fan. Even when 
it was at the height of its 
popularity I stayed away.

The reason? It was all 
shouting, negativity and 
finger-pointing nonsense. 
It led to division and not 
societal solutions. It was 
all about making certain 
people or groups look bad. 
It was all about putting 
people down.

I know a lot of people 
loved that screaming 
radio, including friends 
of mine and even family 
members. Well, more 
power to them, but I don’t 
ever want that kind of 
negativity in my life.

To be clear, I am talking 
about talk radio of any 
political stripe – the left as 
well as the right have had 
radio “personalities” that 
have just belittled those 
who disagree with them.

No thanks.
But there was one who 

stood out as the top – or 
bottom – of the crazy heap. 
That is Alex Jones.  Jones 
had the typical raving and 
ranting thing, but he also 
swam in the deep end of 
the conspiracy world. And 
the Internet has given him 
a very wide reach into 
that world, a place where 
outright lies and invented 
schemes destroy lives and 

do harm to people. And he 
has made a lot of money 
doing all the damage he 
has done.

Jones is a man who 
sells “alternative facts.” 
Those are things most of 
us call lies.

I could list all the crazy, 
unhinged things he has 
pushed over the years, but 
it is honestly too sicken-
ing for me to delve into. 
Google it yourself if you 
want the specifics.

But one thing Jones 
is well known for is his 
claims of “trauma actors” 
at events like school 
shootings. He has said that 
the 26 people – including 
20 children – slaughtered 
in the 2012 shootings in 
Newtown, Conn., did not 
exist. So, the parents of 

these children, who were 
mostly 6 and 7-year-olds, 
didn’t actually have chil-
dren. They are all actors, 
and this is a way to get rid 
of guns.

Take a deep breath if 
you haven’t heard this 
before. Yes, it is insane 
that anyone could believe 
this, and especially spout 
the nonsense publicly.

I can only feel for these 
parents. Their young chil-
dren were gunned down in 
school, and Jones is tell-
ing them their kids never 
existed and they are liars.

It makes me equal parts 
sad and angry. I can’t 
imagine the pain they felt 
of losing a child so young 
in such a violent way. And 
then for someone to take to 
the airwaves and say they 
are actors and not parents. 
Well, that is simply evil 
and cruel.

Turns out, it is also 
expensive.

The families of the 
victims sued Jones, and in 
2021 a Connecticut court 
found him liable for defa-
mation. And this month, a 
Texas jury recently found 
ordered Jones to pay the 
parents of a 6-year-old 
killed in the massacre 
millions of dollars. 

(I could write a series 
of stories on the trial, and 

the judge forcing Jones to 
answer honestly, not spew 
his usual “alternative 
facts,” and his attorney 
basically showing the 
world that Jones lied in 
court).

And Jones also, finally, 
admitted that yes, these 
were real children, their 
parents are not actors and 
the shooting happened. 

I say he knew it all 
along, of course. But real-
ity is not a great thing for 
a person who makes his 
living off selling conspir-
acy theories to listeners 
who buy into them.

There could be more 
damages coming, but I 
don’t think they will finan-
cially ruin a man who is 
worth millions of dollars.

I do hope it gives pause 
to those who try to profit 
from the suffering of oth-
ers, and to those who listen 
to the unhinged rants from 
charlatans like Jones. 
Jones is an opportunist, 
a school yard bully with 
a lot of followers who 
buy into the garbage he 
is pushing.

But bullies can be held 
accountable, as Jones 
found out. We need to 
hold them all accountable 
in this country.

Brad Jennings is Editor 
of The Ogle County Life.
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Time to pay for all the hurtful lies

LIFE letters' 
policy

Concise letters are most likely to be 
chosen for publication, but the use of any 
material is at the discretion of manage-
ment. All letters must be signed or they 
will not be considered for publication.

During election times, no letters written 
by the candidates endorsing themselves 
will be considered for publication.

Editing may be necessary for space, 
clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but 
ideas will not be altered. Writers are urged 
to use discretion and refrain from sarcasm 
or personal attacks. 

Criticism of individuals or organizations 
that is not broached tactfully will jeop-
ardize the publication of a letter. Letters 
will be published in the order that they 
are received, unless there is a time factor 
involved, space permitting.

By Brad Jennings

Living
the Life

Dear Editor,
On July 20, 2022 Mr. Gerald H. 

Podraza, Democratic Candidate, 
Illinois 45th Senate District, sub-
mitted to Illinois Department of 
Transportation, Office of Passenger 
Rail, a counter proposal to return of 
passenger rail extension, Rockford 
to Dubuque Twin Cities Zephyr! 

This train operated successfully 
from Chicago to St. Paul, Minnesota. 
Tracks are currently owned by the 
BNSF and meticulously maintained. 
Twin City Zephyr given its estab-
lished historical service is eligible 
for special AMTRAK financing 
which targets revival of passenger 
service on pre-¬existing routes.

In the past, Twin City Zephyr had 

a route that traveled from Chicago to 
St. Paul. Presently, we could expect 
that it would have stops/stations 
in DeKalb, Oregon, Savanna, and 
East Dubuque. Given the passion 
for passenger rail demonstrated by 
Wisconsin and Minnesota folks, the 
route could be eventually extended 
to St. Paul through Pairie du Chien 
and La Crosse.

In order for passenger rail to be 
a viable transportation modality, 
a dependable and daily income 
source needs to exist. Twin Cities 
Zephyr would pick up students 
from Northern Illinois University 
and five colleges/universities in 
Dubuque. If extended to La Crosse 
another two universities could po-

tentially contribute to ridership. On 
a seasonal basis, tourist ridership 
would contribute to a daily income 
stream given appeal of communities 
like Oregon, Savanna, Galena, and 
Dubuque. If extended north again, 
Pairie du Chien and La Crosse attract 
numerous tourists.

If anecdotal evidence is credible, 
there appears to be an increase in 
Galena visits by individuals who 
reside in the western suburbs of 
Chicago, exactly the area where 
the Twin Cities Zephyr would tra-
verse; another contribution to daily 
ridership.

Gerald H. Podraza, Democratic 
Candidate, 45th Illinois Senate 
District

Candidate proposes rail extension with local stop

On July 25, a giant inflatable rat 
rose 15-feet in front of Staab Funeral 
Home in Springfield and a woman 
came out of the business and repeat-
edly stabbed the rodent with a knife.

The rat is intended to call public 
attention to companies employing 
nonunion labor. 

John Nicks, business manager for 
Roofers Local 112, said he and two 
of his union brothers – and Scabby 
the rat – were well within their rights 
protesting outside the venerable 
Springfield business that employed 
a non-union roofing contractor. 

I can’t argue with that.
The First Amendment exists to 

protect even the most offensive 
speech. In fact, if someone didn’t 
find it offensive, there would be no 
need to protect it. 

But as my mother used to say, 
“Just because you can do something 
doesn’t mean you should do some-
thing.” 

And this job action was stupid – 
really stupid. 

Nicks portrays himself as – just a 
working stiff – protesting outside a 
funeral parlor. But even he wasn’t pre-
pared for how heated things became. 

“She came out running, hollering 
and screaming and had a knife that 
was maybe four, six or seven inches 
long. I don’t know what she was 
screaming, but she was screaming, 
and then she stabbed the rat eight 
times – in the back,” he told me in a 
recent interview. 

One of the picketers called the 
cops and the woman returned to the 
business. 

The 911 call went like this: “We’re 
union workers and we are kinda 
protesting here because there is non-
union here. And a lady came out of 
Staab’s and poked a hole in one of 

our rat things or whatever. They are 
getting kinda nasty and we have all 
the right to be here.”

He added the perpetrator was 
wearing a “leopard top.”

Meow. You just can’t make this 
stuff up.

A police report said Funeral Di-
rector Lauren Staab, daughter of the 
firm’s President Paul John Staab, 
admitted to the attack. Neither of the 
Staabs would comment on the matter 
for the record. She has been charged 
with criminal damage to property. 

When I wrote a news story on the 
incident last week, I received emails 
and comments from across the United 
States. The victim – Scabby, the now 
flaccid rat – received no sympathy.

Lauren Staab, on the other hand, 
may be on the way to folk-hero status. 

I should note that the Staabs bur-
ied several of my in-laws. And I’ve 
attended a number of funerals there 
and always found them to be dignified 
and professional.

They are just nice folks. 
Inflating a giant rat outside a family 

business is a bullying tactic. A legal 
bullying tactic, but a bullying tactic 
nonetheless. 

I can empathize. 
When I was 10, my family’s small 

business was picketed by a union.  
We’d hired union carpenters to put on 
an addition. It seems the carpenters 
were carrying their own boards. So, 
the laborers’ union picketed because 
they thought they should be carrying 
them.

Being a rather nosey child, I 
walked out front and asked the fellow 
picketing why he was there. He said, 
“Unfair labor practices, Kid.”

I asked what was unfair? The fella 
wouldn’t make eye contact but did tell 
me to call the union hall. I couldn’t 

help but wonder if he knew why he 
was picketing.

After all, orthodoxies demand 
blind obedience. Instead of taking a 
nuanced view and noting that the Sta-
abs have employed union contractors 
in the past and have contributed much 
to the community, the roofer’s union 
chose to brand them as “shameful” 
and target them for a picket.

What do they hope to accomplish? 
Maybe someone will drive down the 
road, see the picketers and say, “Mom, 
when you kick the bucket, we won’t 
have your funeral at that place with 
the giant rat.”

I suppose it could happen. But I 
kind of doubt it. 

A more likely scenario is that the 
union will reap nothing but ill will. 
Instead of the champion of working 
people, it came off as a bully picking 
on a family business. 

Increasingly, rank-and-file union 
workers are uncomfortable with these 
actions. They may not be voicing their 
misgivings in the union hall, but they 
are voting with their feet.

Unions are finding it hard to get 
workers to participate in job actions 
like the one with Scabby. Thestreet.
com has reported some labor or-
ganizations have resorted to hiring 
non-union temporary workers at min-
imum wage to man their picket lines.

John Nicks, of the Roofers union, 
acknowledged that some unions 
“play that game” but not his. 

All the same, whenever I see folks 
suffering out in the weather on a 
picket line, I can’t help but wonder, 
“Are those temps? And is the union 
paying them prevailing wage?”

Scott Reeder, a staff writer for 
Illinois Times, can be reached at 
sreeder@illinoistimes.com.

There is apparently little sympathy for a rat

* On Aug. 24, 1814, during the War 
of 1812 between the United States and 
England, British troops enter Washing-
ton, D.C., and burn the White House in 
retaliation for the American attack on the 
city of York in Ontario, Canada, in June 
1813. When the British arrived at the 
White House, they found that President 
James Madison and his first lady Dolley 
had already fled to safety in Maryland.

* On Aug. 22, 1851, the U.S.-built 
schooner America bests a fleet of Britain’s 
finest ships in a race around England’s Isle 
of Wight. In the 53-mile race, the Amer-
ica trounced the competition, beating the 
cutter Aurora by 22 minutes.

* On Aug. 27, 1908, future President 
Lyndon B. Johnson is born on a farm 
near Stonewall, Texas. As president, 
Johnson pushed through the creation of 
Medicare/Medicaid, Head Start, the Vot-
ing Rights Act, the Civil Rights Act and 
the Department of Housing and Urban 
Development.

* On Aug. 25, 1939, “The Wizard of 
Oz,” which will become one of the best-
loved movies in history, opens in theaters. 
Though the scenes in Kansas were shot in 
traditional black and white, Oz appears in 
vivid Technicolor, a relatively new film 
process at the time.

* On Aug. 23, 1947, the first Little 
League World Series championship 
game -- the culmination of a three-day 
tournament in Williamsport, Pennsylva-
nia -- features teams from Pennsylvania. 
Maynard, a team from Williamsport, de-
feated Lock Haven, 16-7, to win the title 
at Original Field. Although it was called 
the World Series, 11 of the 12 teams in 
the tournament were from Pennsylvania.

* On Aug. 26, 1959, the British Motor 
Corporation (BMC) launches its newest 
car, the small and affordable -- at a price 
tag of less than $800 -- Mark I Mini. 
At only 10 feet long, the Mini could sit 
four adults and had a trunk big enough 
for luggage.

* On Aug. 28, 1972, the U.S. Air Force 
gets its first ace designation since the Ko-
rean War when Capt. Richard S. Ritchie 
and his “backseater” (radar intercept 
officer), Captain Charles B. DeBellevue, 
shoot down his fifth MiG near Hanoi.

(c) 2022 Hearst Communications, Inc.

All Rights Reserved
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Recently Stronghold Camp and Retreat Center hosted a masquerade fundraiser 
on the castle grounds. Keeping with Strong tradition of being gracious hosts, they 
celebrated with champagne, fire performances, dancers, fairies, and more. Producers 
of the event, Vos Marketing and Events and Candace Rivera of Hazel’s Cafe, pre-
sented a check for $3,565.01 to Stronghold Camp and Retreat Center board member 
Howard Strong (a descendant of the Strong family) and Executive Director Dr. Danny 
Pierce. We’re so thankful to have had this opportunity to assist Stronghold and plan 
the event “A Midsummer Night’s Masquerade!” Save the date for next year July 
22, 2023 and invite your friends. Thank you again to all of our sponsors especially 
our presenting sponsor Kunes Country of Oregon. Our thanks to Central Bank, Sue 
Gowers, Ring DJ Service, Schuster/Steele, Rock River Pirates (Kris and Jimmy 
Martinaitis), 102.3 The Coyote, and Manheim Solutions. Thank you to our commu-
nity partners for their generous support: Byron Dance Academy, OHS Madrigals, 
Hydrobar, Rock River Center, Oregon SuperValu, Ogle County Brewery, Hazels 
Cafe, Holiday Memories Lighting, and the Stronghold Staff were wonderful hosts 
and help. Until next year, please learn more about how you can support Stronghold 
and the great work they’re doing there: https://strongholdcenter.org/

Stronghold fundraiser

ROCKFORD – The 
Rockford Symphony 
Orchestra (RSO) con-
tinues their search for 
a new music director 
by welcoming finalist 
Eric Garcia for Opening 
Night of the Fall ’22 
Season.

Garcia will be con-
ducting his program 
titled Brahms’s Fourth 
on Saturday, Aug. 27, at 
7:30 p.m. with a pre-con-
cert lecture at 6:30 p.m. 
at the Coronado Perform-
ing Arts Center.

Garcia’s program will 
feature John Williams’ 
The Cowboys Overture 
along with Brahms’ Sym-
phony No. 4 in E Major. 
To review the entire pro-
gram and hear excerpts, 
visit the RSO website 
www.rockfordsympho-
ny.com.

Praised for his “el-
egant and expressive” 
conducting, Garcia is 
Music Director of the 
Boise Philharmonic and 
Artistic Director and 
Conductor of the McCall 
Music Society Sum-
merFest (ID). Garcia 
previously served as 
Assistant Conductor of 
the Seattle Symphony. 
An avid supporter of 
contemporary music, 
Garcia has collaborated 
with many esteemed 
composers and was a 
member of the American 
Academy of Conducting 
at the Aspen Music Fes-
tival and School. 

Garcia received a 
Doctorate  of  Music 
and Master of Music 
in Orchestral Conduct-

ing from Northwestern 
University. He received a 
Bachelor of Music Theo-
ry from the University of 
Texas at Austin. Garcia 
hosts a radio show and 
podcast entitled Noted, 
which is designed for the 
seasoned or casual lis-
tener of classical music. 

We invite the public to 
meet Garcia at “Sound-
Bites,” a free lunchtime 
event on Friday, Aug. 26 
at noon at The Mauh-
Nah-Tee-See Club lo-
cated at 5151 Guilford 
Road. This event will 
feature a conversational 
interview format with 
Garcia along with a brief 
question and answer 
session. Food and drinks 
may be purchased.

The guest artist will be 
violinist Blake Pouliot, 
who has anchored him-
self among the ranks of 
classical phenoms. A 
tenacious young artist 
with a passion that en-
raptures his audience 
in every performance, 
Pouliot has established 
himself as “one of those 
special talents that comes 
along once in a lifetime” 
(Toronto Star). He will be 
performing E.W. Korn-
gold’s Violin Concerto in 
D Major with the RSO.

Tickets are available 
for the live performance, 
as are digital tickets, 
which allow patrons 
to watch from home at 
a later date. In-person 
and digital tickets can 
be purchased at rock-
fordsymphony.com or by 
calling 815-965-0049, or 
visiting the RSO offices. 

Opening night of 
the Fall ’22 RSO 
season is Aug. 27
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BYRON
220 W. 3rd St.

OREGON
113 S. 4th St.

(815)234-5133 (815)732-3365

MAYDELL LESSEN
DESIGNATED MANAGING BROKER

(815) 622-4619

BRAD AUKER
(815) 978-0018

DOROTHY BOWERS
(815) 985-3264

SHARON BOWERS
(815) 757-7462

LYRAH AUSTIN-BUSHNELL
(815) 218-0059

TIFFANY CRAVATTA
(815) 988-4388

RANDY CRIDDLE
(815) 871-4004

TERRY CRIDDLE
(815) 871-2006

DANA DAUB
(815) 440-2835

KAYLA HESLOP
(815) 222-9771

SEAN HOSSEINI 
(815) 200-8490

MIKE LONG
(815) 761-4741

CHRIS SNYDER
(815) 494-7857

6585 Old Colony Bend, Rockford

$140,000 dickersonnieman.com/202204073
NICELY MAINTAINED! All brick ranch style condo in The Settlers 
Park neighborhood. 2 bedrooms, 2 baths. Clean & dry basement 
ready to finish for more living space. Tons of closets. Gas fireplace. 
Sold AS IS. Seller providing Home Warranty.

KAYLA HESLOP
(815) 222-9771

NEW PRICE!

206 N. 5th Street, Oregon

$159,900 dickersonnieman.com/202204264
CHARMING 2 STORY! 3 bedrooms, 1.5 bath, 3 car oversized garage 
with heated shop & full finished loft/mancave and storage room. 
Nice yard. Additional shed. Some hardwood floors. New kitchen 
with granite countertops and new floors. 3 season room has wood 
burning stove for additional space year round.

MAYDELL LESSEN & DANA DAUB
(815) 622-4619 & (815) 440-2835

NEW PRICE!

311 S. 3rd Street, Oregon

$98,900 dickersonnieman.com/202205259
CHARMING 1.5 STORY! Work is all done - just sit down and enjoy! 
Completely remodeled 2 bedroom home, all appliances stay. Freshly 
painted, hardwood floors. Close to town & schools. Newer roof. 
Furnace and C/A newer. Seller offering home warranty. Property 
being sold as is.

SHARON BOWERS
(815) 757-7462

NEW PRICE!
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Have you been searching for a way 

to make dinner preparation simple? We 
have a great opportunity for you to take 
a night off from cooking. This is also a 
great gift idea as well. 

Order 10 delicious meals that have 
been prepared and frozen for your conve-
nience. Each meal serves 3 to 5 people, 
meals include: pulled pork, ham and 
potatoes, BBQ meatballs, pulled pork 
mac and cheese, chicken bacon ranch 
pasta, smoked pork loin, chicken noodle 
soup, chicken fajitas, smoked pork chop 
sandwiches, and shepherd’s pie.

Cost for the 10 meals is $170. Pro-
ceeds to benefit the Ogle-Carroll Ag in 
the Classroom Program. 

There are 3 ways to order:
1. Mail your name, phone number, 

number of meal sets (they come in a 
set of 10 meals), and payment to: 811 
S Clay Street, Mt. Carroll, IL 61053. 
Make checks payable to: Ogle-Carroll 
Ag Partnership (OCAP).  

2.  You can order online at go.illinois.
edu/freezermealsonline. 

3.  Order through Google Form 
(send in payment): go.illinois.edu/

freezermeals.
Place your order by Monday, Sept. 12. 

Meal pick-up is Sept. 28 from 3-5 p.m. 
at the University of Illinois Extension 
office, 421 W Pines Rd, Oregon. Please 
contact the office at 815-732-2191 or 
e-mail charbm@illinois.edu with any 
questions.

Agriculture in the Classroom (AITC) 
is a statewide educational program with 
lessons offered to Kindergarten through 
8th grade. Its goal is to help students, 
teachers, and the general public gain 
greater awareness of the role of agri-

culture in the economy and society. Ag 
in the Classroom is offered through the 
University of Illinois Extension Ogle 
County in partnership with Ogle Coun-
ty Farm Bureau, Carroll County Farm 
Bureau, Ogle County Soil & Water, and 
Carroll County Soil & Water.

If you need reasonable accommo-
dations to participate in programming, 
contact the Ogle County Extension 
office, 815-732-2191. 

Early requests are strongly encour-
aged to allow sufficient time for meeting 
your needs.

Extension offers frozen meals to benefit ag program
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OREGON – The Oregon Park District is excited to 
announce a Musco Mini Pitch system has been added 
to Oregon Park West.

The mini-pitch is an all-in one system that features 
fencing, goals, benches, and storage.

The Oregon Park District worked with Musco 

Lighting to bring this one-of-a-kind system to the area. 
This is the first in Northern Illinois with the closest in 
downtown Chicago.

The mini-pitch offers small sided soccer as a place for 
local youth and adults to learn, grow, develop confidence 
and teamwork, and have fun with smaller team sizes. 

This new recreation amenity was opened in July and 
the first adult league just ended. A fall adult league will 
feature 4 v 4 soccer and registration opens on Aug. 23. 

The mini pitch system is open for all to use during 
normal park hours. For more information about leagues 
or the mini pitch visit www.oregonpark.org.

Mini Pitch is added to Oregon Park West

Jenn Goley
630-732-6858

Carla Benesh
815-985-6235

Mark True
815-631-1699

Lori Peterson
815-973-2180

JD Gieson
815-677-1873

Stephanie Wendt
815-985-2055

Merri Cruz
815-988-7947

Rebecca Hazzard
Designated Managing Broker/Owner

815-509-8432

Carrie Rowland
815-677-8656

Erin Spence
815-262-5555

Boone Lockard
815-970-3506

Ashley Patterson
815-291-6308

Jenny Kirchner
815-440-2145

Josie Kuss
815-994-1079

Taylor Miller
815-751-8943

Casey Cline
217-840-8855

Jamie Pendergrass
815-243-4310

Becky Adams
815-509-5837

606 E Washington St., Oregon, IL

815-732-9100
RockValleyProperties.com
Each office is independently owned & operated.

FEATURED LISTING

306 Ada St., Rock Falls $105,000 Call Erin
Nestled in the back of an established Rock Falls neighborhood, sits this 3 bed, 3 
bath raised ranch. Well maintained home in a private setting but still close to town. 
You can watch the wildlife from the oversized bay window in the 1st floor living room. 
The 1st Floor Master has a jetted tub for relaxing. On the upper floor, you will find 
the large kitchen, main living area and 2 more spacious bedrooms - the second of 
which has another en suite bath! Come out today and see this slice of Rock Falls 
Heaven!

622 Cranbrook Ln., Mt Morris 
$209,000 Call Rebecca

UPDATED 4 BEDROOM HOME! You better move quickly to call this move in ready 
home located in a very desirable subdivision in Mt Morris yours! Boasting many updates 
including an updated kitchen with new cabinets, countertops, backsplash and black 
stainless steel appliances. Formal dining space as well as eat in area in the kitchen with 
sliders to the deck. Living room on the main floor with picture windows overlooking the 
neighborhood. Upstairs you will find 3 bedrooms and 2 full bathrooms. One of which 
is the master suite with double closet and updated en suite bathroom featuring an 
updated shower, flooring and vanity. Lower-level features even more living space with a 
family room complete with gas fireplace, 4th bedroom, rec room and storage area. Fully 
fenced back yard with country views. Many other updates and upgrades including roof 
in 2021, central air 2018, water heater 2018, battery backup sump pump, 6 panel doors 
and newer carpet. This is the home that you have been waiting for!

120 Hillside Dr., Polo $12,500 Call Jenny
Two adjacent residential lots located in Salter Heights subdivision just outside 
of town. Nice private location at the end of the street. Lots are improved with all 
utilities. Level lots and partially wooded.

422 E. Hitt Mt. Morris NOW 
$149,900 Call Carrie

Charming 3-4 bedroom 2 bath 1 1/2 story home in great location! Living room 
& spacious master suite addition with double closets (1 walk-in) & double vanity 
added in 1989. Eat-in kitchen with appliances that stay, new electric stove & built 
in microwave in 2021. Inviting front porch for entertaining with laminate flooring 
& wall of windows leading to an office or den. Another main floor bedroom & full 
bath complete the main floor. Upstairs you will find the opportunity for additional 
living space with cedar lined closets. Partially finished lower level with rec room, 
storage room, laundry & utility room. Welcoming back yard perfect for entertaining 
with concrete patio & garden shed for additional storage. Detached 1 car garage 
with opener & attached, enclosed car port, concrete drive. Vinyl siding & newer 
roof complete this move in ready home! Home warranty plan offered.

510 E. Elizabeth Rd., Oregon 

NOW $150,000 Call Rebecca
HOUSE IN THE WOODS! Here is your chance to own a 3 bedroom, 
1.5 bathroom home with attached 2 car garage located just outside 
of Oregon in a quiet subdivision! Situated on a nicely wooded lot, 
this home has over 1800 square feet of living space. Kitchen has an 
eat in area with sliders to the deck overlooking your private, wooded 
backyard. Front living room with hardwood floors and large picture 
window. Bonus room above the garage features a large family room 
and half bathroom. Lower level has a bonus room and large storage 
area. Move quickly to call this property HOME!

With all the headlines and buzz in the media, some 
consumers believe the market is in a housing bubble. As the 
housing market shifts, you may be wondering what’ll happen 
next. It’s only natural for concerns to creep in that it could be a 
repeat of what took place in 2008. The good news is, there’s 
concrete data to show why this is nothing like the last time.

There’s a Shortage of Homes on the 
Market Today, Not a Surplus 

The supply of inventory needed to sustain a normal real 
estate market is approximately six months. Anything more than 

that is an overabundance and will causes prices to depreciate. 
Anything less than that is a shortage and will lead to continued 
price appreciation.

For historical context, there were too many homes for sale 
during the housing crisis (many of which were short sales and 
foreclosures), and that caused prices to tumble. Today, supply is 
growing, but there’s still a shortage of inventory available.

The graph below uses data from the National Association of 
Realtors (NAR) to show how this time compares to the crash. 
Today, unsold inventory sits at just a 3.0-months’ supply at the 
current sales pace.

This isn’t a housing bubble

One of the reasons inventory is still low is because of sustained 
underbuilding. When you couple that with ongoing buyer demand as 
millennials age into their peak homebuying years, it continues to put 
upward pressure on home prices. That limited supply compared to buyer 
demand is why experts forecast home prices won’t fall this time.

Mortgage Standards Were Much More Relaxed During the Crash 
During the lead-up to the housing crisis, it was much easier to get 

a home loan than it is today. The graph below showcases data on the 
Mortgage Credit Availability Index (MCAI) from the Mortgage Bankers 
Association (MBA). The higher the number, the easier it is to get a 
mortgage.

Running up to 2006, banks were creating artificial demand by lowering lending 
standards and making it easy for just about anyone to qualify for a home loan or refinance 
their current home. Back then, lending institutions took on much greater risk in both the 
person and the mortgage products offered. That led to mass defaults, foreclosures, and 
falling prices.

Today, things are different, and purchasers face much higher standards from mortgage 
companies. Mark Fleming, Chief Economist at First American, says:

“Credit standards tightened in recent months due to increasing economic uncertainty 
and monetary policy tightening.”

Stricter standards, like there are today, help prevent a risk of a rash of foreclosures like 
there was last time.

The Foreclosure Volume Is Nothing Like It Was During the Crash 
The most obvious difference is the number of homeowners that were facing foreclosure 

after the housing bubble burst. Foreclosure activity has been on the way down since the 
crash because buyers today are more qualified and less likely to default on their loans. 

The graph below uses data from ATTOM Data Solutions to help tell 
the story:

In addition, homeowners today are equity rich, not tapped out. In the run-up to the 
housing bubble, some homeowners were using their homes as personal ATMs. Many 
immediately withdrew their equity once it built up. When home values began to fall, some 
homeowners found themselves in a negative equity situation where the amount they owed 
on their mortgage was greater than the value of their home. Some of those households 
decided to walk away from their homes, and that led to a wave of distressed property 
listings (foreclosures and short sales), which sold at considerable discounts that lowered 
the value of other homes in the area.

 Today, prices have risen nicely over the last few years, and that’s given homeowners 
an equity boost. According to Black Knight:

 “In total, mortgage holders gained $2.8 trillion in tappable equity over the past 12 
months – a 34% increase that equates to more than $207,000 in equity available per 
borrower. . . .”

 With the average home equity now standing at $207,000, homeowners are in a 
completely different position this time.

 Bottom Line
If you’re worried we’re making the same mistakes that led to the housing crash, the 

graphs above should help alleviate your concerns. Concrete data and expert insights 
clearly show why this is nothing like the last time.

 ~ KEEPING CURRENT MATTERS, 2022

NEW 
LISTING

NEW 
LISTING

NEW 

LISTING

1471 N. Ill Route 2, Oregon  
$519,000 Call Josie

HAVE YOU ALWAYS WANTED TO LIVE ON THE RIVER? HERE IS YOUR CHANCE! 
Beautifully remodeled home with 167 feet of river frontage on the Rock River. As you enter the 
home you will find absolutely stunning, new 3/4” solid hickory hardwood floors, freshly painted 
walls, and vibrant white trim. The kitchen has been completely remodeled including a new 
12-foot granite island overlooking the Rock River, stainless steel appliances, new maple spice 
cabinets, and a large pantry. Grand master bedroom with a large walk-in closet, a complete 
remodeled bathroom featuring a double vanity, tub, and tile shower. Off of the beautiful, 
remodeled kitchen there is also a large deck, a formal dining room, as well as a family room 
with a bar area. The main level has endless amounts of space for entertainment. First floor 
laundry with additional laundry area available downstairs. The lower level is fully finished with 
2 bedrooms and 2 bathrooms, family room and large bonus room. New roof and gutters (2022), 
new carpeting in the lower level, new light fixtures throughout, new furnace and AC (2021). 
Two car garage attached as well as a new 20’x 12’ storage shed (2021). This property is a 
must see!



Send Them

With a SMILE!
The school year is fast approaching and we wanted to The school year is fast approaching and we wanted to 

remind you that children entering Kindergarten, remind you that children entering Kindergarten, 
Second, Sixth Grade and High School Freshmen are Second, Sixth Grade and High School Freshmen are 

required to have dental examination form!required to have dental examination form!

DeForest Dental P.C.
606 W. Washington, Oregon, IL 61061

815-732-3225
Our office is a proud carrier of CareCredit! An affordable financing option that can give you 

interest free payments to work with your budget! Please call Arin today to see how you can apply!

08
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22
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SPORTS/LOCAL NEWS 

The Oregon Park District concluded the 2022 Adult Co-Ed Sand Volleyball 
League. The winning team for the summer league was Team Hunt Club. Thank you 
to all the teams that participated.

Softball league champs

John Keating, Belvidere, 
sells handmade leather and 
wood products.  Stop by 
Byron Hairy Cow Farm-
er’s Market on Saturday 
mornings from 8 a.m. to 
noon next to the Hairy 
Cow Brewery. Last week 
we had 30 vendors! For 
information contact the 
Byron Hairy Cow Farmer’s 
Market Facebook page.

Farmer’s
Market

OREGON – Eagle’s 
Nest Art Group is offer-
ing a class in the art of 
glass work on Saturday, 
Sept. 3, from 9:30 a.m. 
to noon at its Conover 
Square Mall second-floor 
studio, 201 N. 3rd Street 
in Oregon.

This workshop is open 
to the public; member-
ship in ENAG is not re-
quired. Participants will 
be guided by glass artist 
Valerie Butcher who will 
assist students in creating 
a 10” round glass work of 
art using various types of 
glass including noodles, 

stringers, and frit.  Stu-
dents can create their own 
design. Designs can vary 
from simple florals to de-
signs inspired by stained 
glass. An example of a 
simple air balloon design 
is attached to this article.

Class size is limited so 
that participants can re-
ceive plenty of individual 
attention.  Participants 
must wear closed-toed 
shoes since they will 
be working with small 
pieces of glass.

The cost is $60 which 
includes all materials, 
tools, and the double 

“firing” of each piece. 
You must pay in advance 
by credit card over the 
phone. 

Register for the work-
shop by contacting Val-
erie at 815-441-2161. 

Please sign up soon 
since space is limited. 

Eagle’s Nest offering glass work class

PLATTEVILLE, 
Wis. – The University 
of Wisconsin-Platteville 
announces its Dean’s 
List, honoring those full-
time students who earned 
high honors in the spring 
2022 semester.

 Students from this 
area on the Dean’s List 
include: 

 Byron:
Jordan Alcaraz, Crim-

inal Justice, University 
of Wisconsin-Platteville

Will Carlson, Civil 
Engineering, University 
of Wisconsin-Platteville

Colton Ingram, Civil 
Engineering, University 

of Wisconsin-Platteville
Colton Johnson, Civil 

Engineering, University 
of Wisconsin-Platteville

Kaley Mumma, Agri-
cultural Education, Or-
namental Horticulture, 
University of Wiscon-
sin-Platteville

Rilee Smith, Human 
Resource Management, 
University of Wiscon-
sin-Platteville

Forreston:
Jackie Ludwig, Ac-

counting, Management, 
University of Wiscon-
sin-Platteville

Leaf River:
Andrew Bratina, In-

tegrated Supply Chain 
Management, University 
of Wisconsin-Platteville

College of Business, 
Industry, Life Science 
and Agriculture and the 
College of Liberal Arts 
and Education require 
grade-point averages 
of 3.75 and above for 
Dean’s List honors, while 
the College of Engineer-
ing, Mathematics and 
Science requires students 
to reach at least a 3.50. 

Founded in 1866, 
UW-Platteville is located 
in Southwest Wisconsin 
and has branch campuses 
in Richland Center and 

UW-Platteville announces Dean’s List

PELLA, Iowa – Reid Taylor, Polo, was one of 216 Central College students 
who were celebrated during Commencement on Saturday, May 14, at Ron and 
Joyce Schipper Stadium.

Taylor received a bachelor’s degree in Exercise Science.
Central College of Pella, Iowa, is a private, four-year liberal arts college. Cen-

tral is known for its academic rigor and leadership formation and for cultivating 
diversity of thought and culture through the arts and sciences, professional fields 
of study and experiential learning.

Taylor graduates from Central College

CEDARVILLE, Ohio – Cedarville University students Rachel Freise of By-
ron, majoring in English, and Heidie Raine of Byron, majoring in English, were 
named to the Dean’s List at Cedarville University for spring 2022. 

This recognition requires the student to obtain a 3.5 GPA or higher for the 
semester and carry a minimum of 12 credit hours.

Located in southwest Ohio, Cedarville University is an accredited, Christ-cen-
tered, Baptist institution with an enrollment of 4,715 undergraduate, graduate, and 
online students in more than 150 areas of study. Founded in 1887, Cedarville is 
recognized nationally for its authentic Christian community, rigorous academic 
programs, strong graduation, and retention rates, accredited professional and health 
science offerings, and high student engagement ranking. For more information 
about Cedarville University, visit www.cedarville.edu.

Byron’s Freise makes Dean’s List at Cedarville

PEORIA – Bradley University 
congratulates the 900-plus students 
who earned degrees in May.

Madeline Prax, Byron, graduated 
with a BSN in Nursing.

Bradley University is a top-ranked, 
private university in Peoria, Illinois, 
offering nearly 6,000 undergraduate 
and graduate students opportunities, 
choices, and resources to build their 

futures. Innovation, action, and col-
laboration drive Bradley students to 
generate ideas and create solutions that 
remake the world around them. Our 
comprehensive array of undergradu-
ate and graduate academic programs 
includes business, communications, 
education, engineering, fine arts, health 
sciences, liberal arts and sciences, and 
technology.

Prax graduates from Bradley University



meyersfurniture.com
209 Powers Rd. Hwy. 251 | Rochelle

815-562-8792

Entertain with 
elegance...

Relax in Luxury...

Sleep in style...

10192020

03282022

Premium Hardwood • Designer Colored & Black Mulches
Pulverised Dirt • Mushroom Compost • Straw Bales

Delivery Available
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LOCAL NEWS
Oregon Library News

Board of Trustee Vacancy
The Oregon Public Library District is currently seeking applicants to fill a board vacancy. Interested persons should submit a resume and letter of interest to board@

oregonpubliclibrary.com. For more information about serving on our board of trustees, please visit our website at www.oregonpubliclibrary.com.

Letterboxing
Did you know that the Oregon Public Library is a letterbox location? Letterboxing is similar to geocaching and is a fun way to get active and explore your community. 

The Library has Letterboxing Take & Make kits available for ages 12-17. Limited supplies, first come, first serve. To learn more about letterboxing and to find locations 
near you, visit www.letterboxing.org

Produce Swap – August 16th from 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Food Swaps are local gatherings where people swap excess homegrown produce and gardening extras. Items may include fruit, vegetables, herbs, eggs, seeds, seedlings, 

gardening tips, and worm juice, but may easily extend to skills shares, stories, and seasonal recipes.  Take some, leave some, or both!  Have too much in your garden, 
bring to the library for others to enjoy.  Food can be brought in beginning at 9:00 am through 4:00 pm.  Any food left at 6:00 pm will be donated to local pantries. 

Ink with A Friend Monthly Card Club-Monday, August 15th at 6:30 p.m.
Registration Deadline August 12th

Sending personal cards to your friends and family is a way to let them know you care and are thinking about them. Creating these cards makes it even more special. 
Come join us for Ink with a Friend. You will be provided a pre-cut kit along with personal instruction on how to create the wonderful cards while learning a variety of 
card-making techniques. All designs include beautiful colored cardstock, gorgeous designer series paper, detailed stamped images, die-cut pieces, matching ink, ribbon, 
and embellishments.  This month, Liz has designed two (2) cards for you to make. All cards come with matching envelopes. Whether you’re a new card maker or a sea-
soned pro, our kits are suited to every skill level. Don’t wait! Sign up today to reserve your spot. Registration required (815) 732-2724 or www.oregonpubliclibrary.com.

Lego Club (2nd grade & up), Wednesday, August 24th, 2:30 p.m. (early school dismissal)
The club is designed to provide an enjoyable activity (FUN) that stimulates and develops spatial intelligence. Registration required. Go online to our website or call, 

815-732-2724, to register.

Local OHS Graduate, Pulitzer Prize Winner Eli Murray – September 6th at 4 p.m.
2012 graduate of Oregon High School, Eli Murray and teammates Corey G. Johnson and Rebecca Woolington received the Pulitzer Prize for their investigative jour-

nalism series, “Poisoned.” The Tampa Bay Times exposé tells the compelling story of highly toxic hazards inside Florida’s only battery recycling plant. In the WIFR news 
piece, Murray “credits several of his teachers at OHS as early influences in his career, saying Cheryl Bunton, the art teacher, taught him how to convey messages visually 
and his math teacher, Danyel Larsen, taught him to break down formulas into their logical components.” Eli will be at the library to discuss his journey to the Pulitzer. 

Book Clubs 
Cocktails and Crimes Book Club will meet Sunday, August 14 (stop by the library to find out what book and where the club will meet). The Afternoon Book Club meets 

Wednesday, August 17 at 1:00 pm to discuss The Magnolia Palace by Fiona Davis. Teen Book Club Association meets on August 27 at 10 am to discuss The Downstairs 
Girl by Stacey Lee. Books on Tap meets on August 25, at 6 pm to discuss Mother May I by Joshilyn Jackson. The 2WBC Book Club meets Wednesday, September 14 at 
12:30 p.m. to discuss The Four Winds by Kristen Hannah.

Puzzle Library
The library now has a free puzzle library. Take a puzzle, leave a puzzle. This is open to anyone in the community. 
Oregon Public Library StoryWalk®
StoryWalk® was created by Anne Ferguson of Montpelier, VT in 2007, and developed in collaboration with the Vermont Bicycle & Pedestrian Coalition and the Kellogg 

Hubbard Library. Current story is Millions of Monarchs by Connie Roop.

OPLD Dial-A-Story 
Need a quick story? Call 1-630-397-0912 to hear one! Children’s stories are changed monthly. Current story- We Don’t Eat Our Classmates by Ryan T. Higgins.

Oregon Writers Group -2nd Tuesday each month at 10 a.m.
The OWG is a gathering of writers or writer-wannabes who meet to support each other and further their own writing.  The purpose of the group is to help and encourage 

you in your writing.  If you need brainstorming ideas, we can help suggest ideas or aid with the creative process. 

Passport Services 
The Oregon Public Library offers Passport Application Processing. Patrons seeking Passport Services should call the Library prior to their visit to ensure that an official 

processor is available at that time and for a checklist of items, you will need for the appointment.

PCs for People
We are excited to announce our new partnership with Pcs for People! We will be a distribution site for this organization. PCs for People distributes low-cost refurbished 

computers and internet to income-eligible individuals through an easy-to-apply online application system. Every desktop includes a mouse, keyboard, power cords, and 
monitor cords at no additional cost. Visit our website for more information or use the links below.  You can also contact Pcs for People directly at 708-843-8450 or email 
at info@pcsforpeople.org. Check your eligibility here: https://www.pcsforpeople.org/eligibility/ Sign up here: https://tinyurl.com/oregonILtech

New Releases
David Bowie in Comics by Thierry Lamy 741.5 LAM (Graphic Novel)
Sunset and Sawdust by Joe R. Lansdale MYS LAN
Average Jones by Samuel Hopkins Adams MYS ADA
I’m Charlie Walker DVD R IMC
The Kaya Girl by Mamle Wolo 6-BOCD J FIC WOL
Manatee Summer by Evan Griffith 5-BOCD J FIC GRI
The Clackity by Lora Senf 6-BOCD J FIC SEN
Epically Ernest by Molly Horan 5-BOCD Y FIC HOR
Ride with Me by Lucy Keating 7-BOCD Y FIC KEA
Death of a Laird by M. C. Beaton 2-BOCD MYS BEA
How to be Married (to Melissa) by Dustin Nickerson 4-BOCD 306.8 NIC
She Who Became the Sun by Shelley Parker-Chan SF PAR
August Kitko and the Mechas from Space by Alex White SF WHI
The Magnolia Sisters by Alys Murray ROM MUR
Never Enough Cowboy by Jennie Marts PB ROM MAR



Whatever you’re looking for, 
these local businesses ask 
you to consider them first.

Wouldn’t you like your 
business card seen by 

28,500 people?
 CALL 815-732-2156

Accounting

Jeanette Heesaker, CPA
Masters in Business Administration 

and Finance
Certified Managerial Accountant

Accounting and Tax Services
For Business/Individual/Partnership

132 W. Second St., Suite 1 . Byron, IL 61010 

(815) 234-8100

Air Conditioning

Randy Gaul
815-946-2386

604 N. Division
Polo, Illinois 61046

HEATING AIR CONDITIONING

Gaul’s Climate Control
815-734-7314

Auto

Hank's Repair
Hank Kaiser-Owner

ASE Certified
P.O. Box 31

54 Stephenson St.
German Valley, IL 61039

Bus. ph. 815-362-3451 Cell ph. 815-238-5144
Fax ph. 815-362-2316

AUTOS

NO RUST
SOUTHERN CARS & TRUCKSSOUTHERN CARS & TRUCKS

New & Used
NO MONEY DOWN!

Call or E-mail
Brad Minard @ 770-294-3144 or ibuyfrombrad@gmail.com

Auto Repair Bathtub Refinishing

CABINETS CARPET CLEANING
3-D Carpet & 

Upholstery Cleaning

900 W. Washington St.
Oregon, IL 61061

Heather Ruchti
Ph: (815) 762-5307

Concrete

CONCRETE Construction

Mark Miller Construction
For All Your Building Needs!

Commercial/Residential Work
SERVING OGLE COUNTY FOR OVER 30 YEARS

• New Construction • Roofing • Windows • Additions

• Complete Remodeling • Siding • Painting • Interior/Exterior

• Drywall  • Flooring • Decks

Free Estimates • Lead Certified

815-761-1626

Construction

NAVARRO & SONS
Construction Company

********
Ceramic Tile • Wood Floors • Painting • Siding-
Basements • Room Additions  • Baths • Kitchens
Over 25 yrs. exp.       Custom touch      No job too big or too small
FRANK NAVARRO • OREGON / BYRON

PHONE: 815-234-7588 FAX: 815-234-7568

Free 
Estimates

Sr. Citizen 
Discount

FIVE  ALARMFIVE  ALARM

EVENTS & ENTERTAINMENT

FIREWORKS CO.FIREWORKS CO.
PYROTECHNIC DISPLAYSPYROTECHNIC DISPLAYS
PHIL GIUFFRE 773-415-4277 OREGON, ILLINOIS  

WWW.5ALARMFIREWORKS.COM 
FESTIVALS, CONCERTS, WEDDING HOMECOMINGS, CORPORATE EVENTS

FENCING

Dixon, IL

815-677-1402
Agircultural - Residential - Commercial

- Hi-tensile electric
- Woven wire
- Board rail
- Horse fence

- Vinyl fencing
- Chain link
- Split rail
- Privacy

FREE 
ESTIMATES!

Firewood

AT’s
Firewood
815-751-2255

All Hardwoods, Seasoned, 
Delivered, Stacked

Gutters HAIR CARE HANDYMAN

C.J. HOME MAINTENANCE 
and REPAIR

We fix almost anything in and around the home!
20 Plus Years Experience

Regular and Emergency Service 24 Hours A Day
7 Days A Week

Phone 1-815-234-4511
Cell 1-815-222-6239

Byron, Oregon,
Mt. Morris Areas

Mike Hurst, Owner/Operator

815-757-4383
MONROE CENTER, IL

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALL

HEATING & COOLING HOME IMPROVEMENT
Insured FREE 

ESTIMATES

New Construction • Complete Remodels • Additions • Windows
Doors • Sunrooms • Kitchens • Basements • Baths • Garages

Dan Houston 815.871.5748 • Craig Kosch 815.566.7424

www.integrityhomeimp.com

LAWNCARE

PAINTING
WALLPAPER PAINTING STAINING

K & J
DECORATING, INC.

Specializing in painting or staining kitchen 
cabinets or woodwork.

Insured         Over 40 Years Experience

Ken Kline Cell (815) 353-5754
Stillman Valley, IL

PAINTING PET GROOMING
by

Dun Wright Grooming

• Pets Groomed at Your Home
• Less Stress on Yourself and Your Pet
• No More “Separation” Anxiety
• No More Day-Long Waits for Pets

• Cut of Your Choice
    (depends on coat condition)
• Specialty/Flea Baths Available
• Bath/Hand Blow-Drying/Toe Nails Clipped

Contact person: 815-440-4779 Pam Wright

MOBILE 
GROOMING

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

“Your Trees 
Deserve a 
Certified 
Arborist!”Serving Ogle County Since 1996

• Trimming & Removals • Climbing Specialists • Insect & Disease Control
• Planting Service • Arborist Consulting

Fully Licensed & Insured

732-4710

TREE CARE TREE SERVICE

TREE REMOVAL

SERVICE CALL SPECIAL
$2995 ANY 

BRAND
We Service All Makes & Models. Test & check.

Over 30 Years Experience.
AFFORDABLE WATER

815-625-3426
Toll Free: 877-353-7638

Offer Expires 4/30/20

12212020

WATER SOFTENER
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WE BUY GUNS

RAT WORX

WE ALSO BUY GOLD AND SILVER
RATWORXUSA.COM

If you order a gun through us, you only pay $50 over our cost. 
Does not include in stock items. 

Applies only when the gun is ordered through Rat Worx.

WE BUY GUNS

RAT WORX

WE ALSO BUY GOLD AND SILVER
RATWORXUSA.COM

If you order a gun through us, you only pay $50 over our cost. 
Does not include in stock items. 

Applies only when the gun is ordered through Rat Worx.
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LOCAL NEWS
Julia Hull Library News

Storytime at the Library!
Join us at the library for songs, stories and crafts! Wednesdays at 10 a.m. Space is limited: call the library to register: 

815-645-8611.

Bon Appetit! An Evening with Julia Child
In the 1960s, thousands tuned in every week to watch Julia Child demonstrate the art of French cooking on television. 

Actress and scholar, Leslie Goddard, Ph.D. brings the iconic French Chef to life in this portrayal where Child discusses 
everything from her relationship with her husband Paul Child, to the mishaps of cooking on television. Monday, August 
22, 6:30-7:30 p.m. Registration required. 815-645-8611.

Teens: I Love the 90s!
Booyah! Get ready home skillet: we’re celebrating the decade that gave us the Fresh Prince, Spice Girls and “Clue-

less” with snacks, games and crafts. Grab your mom jeans, ‘cuz it’s gonna be all that and a bag of chips. Thursday, 
Aug. 25, 3-4 p.m. Ages 13-18. Registration required. 815-645-8611

Tween Scene: Figure It Out Gameshow
Have you ever wanted to be on a gameshow? Well, here’s your chance! Tweens will get to be both contestants and 

panelists in this fun game of figuring out secrets. Ages 10-12 Tuesday, Sept. 6, 6-7 p.m. Registration required. 815-
645-8611

Stem Lab: Kids’ Fall Science
Join us at 10 a.m. on Saturday, September 10 as we embrace the season with some cool crisp science experiments. 

Kids will get to hypothesize and investigate fall favorites: pumpkins, apples and more! Ages 5-9. Registration required. 
815-645-8611

Toddler Time: Lego Duplo
Indulge your little one’s curiosity with a hands-on event just for them. Join us for some play with the classic an 

ingenious Lego Duplo. Friday, September 16, at 10 a.m. Ages 1-4. Registration required: 815-645-8611

The Essential Great Chicago Fire
This October marks the 151st anniversary of the Great Chicago Fire that burned for two days and destroyed over 

17,000 buildings. Chicago native and award-winning storyteller, William Pack, weaves together technical details of 
the fire with vivid firsthand accounts from those who lived through the conflagration of 1871, bringing alive all the 
excitement and terror in a multi-media storytelling event that will not soon be forgotten. Thursday, Sept. 22, 6:30 to 
7:30 p.m. Call to register: 815-645-8611.

Junior High Cross Country
Junior High athletes will develop endur-

ance, improve their running technique, and 
build team camaraderie.  Practices will be 
held multiple days of the week and meets will 
be held similar to the high school schedule.  
Transportation to meets is not provided.  Sign 
up early to ensure you maximize practices be-
fore the meets begin! Practices will begin the 
week of 8/1 but registration is open through 
8/17. Fee $75/ $90NR.

Beer & Bread Pairing at Cork N Tap
Join us at Cork & Tap for a fun and delicious 

fall pairing event. Enjoy 4 great beers with four 
tasty boule breads baked fresh at Jen’s Artisan 
Breads. Join us Saturday, Sept. 17 from 6:30-8 
p.m. Cost is $24R/$29NR. Deadline to register 
is September 10.

Mexican Salads & Marinated Chicken 
Breasts

Michelle Carreno, Hector’s Cocina, will 
teach you how to make 2 favorite popular 
salads perfect for a picnic in the park and the 
recipe for the perfect marinade for grilling 
chicken breast. This hands on class will be at 
Fairground Park. Class is Tuesday, Aug. 23 
from 5:30-6:30 p.m. Cost is $40R/$48 NR and 
deadline to register is August 16. You will take 
home two salads and chicken breast to cook.

Park District sets 
upcoming events



AREA CHURCH  DIRECTORY
   

211 Hwy. 38 E.
Rochelle, IL 61068
Ph: 815-732-2156
Fax: 815-562-2161ROCK VALLEY SHOPPER

CHURCH OF THE OPEN BIBLE
302 S. Franklin Ave., Polo, Illinois • 815-946-2848 • Luke N. Schier, Pastor       
Sunday Worship: 9:30am We include our children in our Sunday Worship 
Experience. “”THE GRAND Kids Class”  Ages 3-10 are then dismissed right 
after Praise & Worship. Blended Services. “Passion for God” “Compassion for 
People” Visit our website: PoloOpenBible.org

CROSSROADS COMMUNITY CHURCH ~ 
POLO CAMPUS

Meeting Sundays @ 10AM Service
205 N. Jefferson Avenue, Polo ~ 815.837.5255
polo@crossroadscn.com 
We offer contemporary worship and relevant Bible teaching through 
engaging messages and powerful video. Join us after services for coffee, 
snacks & fellowship. Kidzlink Children’s Ministry (nursery-5th grade) ~ 
during 10AM service
Crave Youth Group (6th-12th grade) ~Wed. 6:30PM - June 1st .
Visit our website: www.crossroadscn.com

FAITH DISCOVERY CHURCH
801 W. Oregon St., Polo • 815-946-3588 • Jeremy Heller, Pastor
 Sunday School 9:00 a.m., Worship Service 10:00 a.m., Nursery Available, 
Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 p.m. We Are an independent non-
denominational Christian church. Visitors are always welcome.

FAITH UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
702 E. Dixon Street, Polo, IL  61064 •  Tel:815-946-3212 
Sunday School for all ages 9am followed by Worship at 10am
Pastor Brian LeBaron
Website: www.faithumcpolo.com • facebook.com/Faithumcpolo

STILLMAN VALLEY
RED BRICK CHURCH OF STILLMAN VALLEY
(CONGREGATIONAL CHRISTIAN CHURCH)

Pastor Rev. Dr. Chris Brauns  |  Associate Pastor David Bogner
207 W Roosevelt Road (Rte 72), Stillman Valley. 
815-645-2526  |  www.theredbrickchurch.org
Sunday:  Worship at 9:00 and 10:30 am. Sunday School at 9:00 am.
Wednesday:  AWANA (Sept – April) from 6:00 to 7:15 pm.
Men, women, youth Bible Studies throughout the year.
See website for all activities or contact the church office.

KISHWAUKEE COMMUNITY 
EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

8195 Kishwaukee Road, Stillman Valley, IL 61084 / 815-965-1940
Rev. Nick Garner, Pastor
www.kishchurch.org
Sunday Schedule: Discipleship Hour 9:00 AM, Coffee Fellowship 11:15 AM
Gathered Worship 10:00 AM
For complete ministry schedule check out our website or call the church 
office.

VALLEY EVANGELICAL COVENANT CHURCH
Interim Pastor Lisa Orris, Pastor Chuck Potts Minister to Students and 
Children
103 S Maple St, Stillman Valley, IL 
815-645-8872 | www.valleycov.org
Sunday Morning 9:15am ‘Gather’ for learning & conversation, 10:15am 
Worship both onsite and online at facebook.com/VECCfSV
Home of Valley Covenant Preschool 815-645-8882 Director Jill Huber
Bible Studies, Youth Group, Bread of Life Food Pantry
Please visit website for more information or contact the church office

GRACE FELLOWSHIP CHURCH 
DAVIS JUNCTION

Pastor Brad Pittman           www.graceisforyou.com
10479 E. High Rd., Stillman Valley, IL 61084• 815-973-1369  
Worship Service:  Saturday at 5pm

WINNEBAGO
MIDDLE CREEK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

12473 Montague Road, Winnebago, IL 61088
Located West of Tower Road on Montague Rd.
Sunday: Worship Service at 9:30 am. 
Office Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs. & Friday 9am-2pm.
Phone: 815-335-2609. Email: middlecreekchurch@gmail.com

EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH OF MT. MORRIS
102 S. Seminary Ave., Mt. Morris, IL  61054   815-734-4942  www.efcmm.org 
Senior Pastor:  Bruce McKanna.  Sunday Schedule: 8:30 a.m.  Sunday School 
for all ages. 9:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship. 10:00 a.m.  Morning Worship with 
Childcare and Children’s Church.

MT. MORRIS CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
409 W. Brayton Road, Mt. Morris, IL 61045 Phone 734-4573
Pastor-Rodney Caldwell. Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m. Worship service available 
online, call for details. Other activities currently suspended due to pandemic. 
Email: mtmcob@frontier.com 

MT. MORRIS TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
308 E. Brayton Rd. Mt. Morris, IL Phone: 734-6354   Rev. Josh Ehrler    
Worship Services: Saturday 5:30 PM; Worship Sunday 9:30 AM . 
Sunday Church School - follows Worship Service (Sept.-May) Chime Choir 
Wednesday 6:00 PM;OREGON

EBENEZER REFORMED CHURCH
2997 N. German Church Rd., 815-732-6313
3 miles east of Oregon on Rt. #64 then 2 miles north on German Church Rd. 
• Rev. Josiah Youngquist
www.EBENEZERREFORMED.com • Sunday school 9:00 a.m.  Worship 10:00 
a.m.

LIGHTHOUSE UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Matthew J. Smith 4962 S. Daysville Rd., Oregon, IL 61061 815-732-7683
Worship at 9:00 a.m. Holy Communion celebrated the first Sunday of each of 
month. Lighthouse will lite up your life!

OREGON CHURCH OF GOD
860 W. Oregon Trail Road Oregon, IL      Phone: 732-6847 or 732-2604  Pastor 
Michael Hoffman; Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.; Morning worship, 10:30 a.m.; 
Wednesday activities: Adult, Children, and Youth Groups 7 p.m. At the church. 

OREGON FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
505 Hill St.  Oregon, IL 61061  Phone: 732-2642
Pastor: David Snow “A Christ-centered, Bible-believing, family-oriented 
ministry.” Sunday School 9:30 a.m.; Sunday Morning Service 10:30 a.m.; 
Sunday Evening Service 6:00 p.m.; Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

OREGON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
200 S. 4th St, Oregon, IL 61061 • 815/732-2994
www.oregonumc.org •Pastor Rev. Megan Smick
9:00am Fellowship/Sunday School; 10:00am Worship with music, meditation 
& Fellowship; 10:15am Announcements begin.

RIVERSTONE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
609 S. 10th Street , Oregon, IL 61061
Pastor Craig Arnold ~ 812-236-1213
Sunday Service @ 10:45 AM ~ contemporary style worship with coffee and 
doughnuts in our cafe! Online worship is also available via Facebook.
We believe in sharing Communion every Sunday as an act of worship. 
RiverKids Service @ 10:45 AM for nursery-6th grade ~ provides a safe and 
fun environment where kids can learn about who God is and who they are 
because of Him.
Encounter Youth Ministry for kids in 7th-12th grade meets on Sunday 
afternoons. Please see our Facebook page for scheduled dates and times. 
For complete ministry info and events, visit us online at Riverstonecc.com or on 
Facebook at facebook.com/RiverStoneChristianChurch

ST. BRIDE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
1000 Highway 64, West (Hwy 64 W & Mongan Drive on Liberty Hill), Oregon 
• 732-7211 – Office  Rev. Eldred George   
Webpage: saintbrides.org • E-mail:saint.bride.church@gmail.com • 
Worship Services: Sunday 10 am Holy Communion with Hymns
Christian Education Available

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH, NALC
114 S. 5th St. Oregon, IL  Phone: (815) 732-2367
Website: stpaulnalcoregonil.weebly.com   
10:15 a.m. Fellowship/Education hours
11:30 a.m. Worship 

POLO
ST. MARY CHURCH

Rectory/Office: 211 North Franklin Ave., Polo, IL 61064
PHONE: 815-946-2535 • Rev. Joseph P. Naill
Masses: Sun 10:30am, Tuesday Mass 8 a.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation: First Sunday of each month after 
10:30 mass
OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday-Friday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
www.stmarypolo.org 

FORRESTON
 FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH

402 2nd Avenue, Forreston, IL 61030, Phone 815-938-3203Pastor Scott 
Ralston 
Sunday Worship 9:00 am; Sunday School 10:00 am

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
402 First Ave., Forreston, IL   Phone: 815-938-2380
Pastor Sung-Eun Kim
OPEN HEARTS, OPEN MINDS, OPEN DOORS
Worship at 9:00 a.m. (childcare provided) with coffee and fellowship 
immediately following. Sunday School Age 3-Adult, 10:15 am.
AA meets Mondays, 8:00 AM. Monthly United Methodist Women’s meetings. 

God is Good, All the Time, All the Time, God is Good!

ST. JAMES  LUTHERAN CHURCH
Pastor Karen Tews 
West Grove Rd. At Columbine Rd.
Worship Service 10:30 am. Communion is served every Sunday.
“Singing the Song of Christian Faith in Worship, Service, Learning, Outreach 
and Welcome” in a beautiful rural setting.

Everyone is cordially invited to be with us.

LEAF RIVER
 ADELINE ZION EVANGELICAL CHURCH

9106 Cedar St. in Adeline, Leaf River, IL 61047 • Ph:815-541-4863  Sunday 
Services: Sunday School 9:00 am, Worship Service 10:15 am

VISITORS WELCOME

LEAF RIVER BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Billy Hardy
Live Sermon Streaming: Sundays at 10:00 AM at www.facebook.com/
LEAFRIVERBC/
Archived Sermons on our YouTube channel: Leaf River Baptist Church (Until 
further notice)
9:30 Church Service. Nursery available, 11:00 Sunday school for all ages. 
Nursery available
6941 N Mt Morris Rd, Leaf River, IL  61047
815-738-2205  leafriverbc@gmail.com

LINDENWOOD

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH – LCMS
immanuel-lindenwood.org (for sermons, events, etc.)
16060 E. Lindenwood Road, Lindenwood, IL 61049
815-393-4500 • office@immanuel-lindenwood.org
Sunday Mornings: Divine Service @ 9am; Food & Fellowship @ 
10am; Sunday School and Adult Bible Study @ 10:30am
Food Bank: 1st and 3rd Saturdays, 9am-12pm
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Matthew Rosebrock
pastor@immanuel-lindenwood.org

LINDENWOOD UNION CHURCH
101 N Galena st, P.O box 67
Lindenwood IL 
815-393-4658
Worship- 10:00 am 
Coffee Fellowship following service

KINGS 
ELIM REFORMED CHURCH

140 S. Church Road, Kings, IL 61068  • Pastor Marv Jacobs 
Phone 815-562-6811 E-mail: goelimchurch@gmail.com
Website:  www.goelimchurch.org
Sunday morning worship 10:00 am

MOUNT MORRIS 
DISCIPLES UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

“By God’s grace in Christ, we LIVE, LOVE, and SERVE”
All are welcome here! 
9:30 am - Sunday Worship with Communion open to all
10:45 am - Sunday School (Sep - May)
www.disciplesumc.org 
(815) 734-4853 
102 N Maple Ave., Mt. Morris, IL 61054
Rev. Julie Bunt, Pastor

BYRON
ALL SAINTS LUTHERAN CHURCH

624 Luther Drive, Byron IL 61010 815-234-5277
Pastor:  Janet Wold
Sunday Worship Service held at 9:00 am.  A recording of each Sunday’s 
worship service is available on our Facebook page and our website later in 
the day.  Communion is served every Sunday.   Sunday School for ages 3 
through Adult  is held at 10:00 am September through May. Confirmation 
studies for 7th and 8th grade students are held each Sunday morning at 
10:00 am.  Monday afternoon Bible Study is held at 1:30 pm via Zoom.  In 
person Bible Studies are held Tuesday evening at 7:00 pm and Wednesday 
afternoon at 1:30 pm.  Book Club and The GATHERING meet monthly; 
quilters meet twice monthly.  Visit our website http://www.AllSaintsByron.
org or call the church office for further information.

CORNERSTONE FAMILY CHURCH
205 N. Peru St., Byron 815-234-8737 cornerstonefam ily.church
Sr. Pastor: Erik Ness, NextGen/ Family Pastor: Collin Nicholls
Children’s Ministry Director : Lori Martin
Worship Service on Sundays at 10am with Children ‘s Worship Service and 
Nursery Available
Sr High Youth Min istry Sundays at 6:00pm, Jr High Youth Ministry 
Wednesdays at 6:30pm
Numerous Small Groups Available for All Ages throughout the week .
Please call our Church Office or visit our website for more details .
Office Hours: 8:00am -4:30pm Mondays-Thursdays 

BYRON ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH
226 E. Second St, Byron, IL 61010 - Phone 815-234-7431 – Fr. Richard 
Rosinski. Weekday Masses:  Tuesday – Friday 7:30am,  Weekend Masses: 
May – August   Sat. 5:00 pm, Sun. 8:00 am and 10:00 am, September – 
April  Sat. 5:00 pm, Sun. 8:00 am and 10:45 am, Reconciliation:  Fri. 8:00 
am – 8:30 am; Sat. 3:30 pm – 4:30 pm or by appointment

SHEPHERD EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH
NEW LOCATION! Jarrett Prairie Center 7993 N. River Rd., Byron Phone 963-
5216 Rev. Michael Axmark, Pastor.Discover Time 9:30 a.m., Fellowship 10:15 
a.m., Worship 10:30 a.m.
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 838, Byron, IL 61010

UNITED CHURCH OF BYRON
A Member of the United Church of Christ 
701 W. Second Street; PO Box 927, Byron IL 61010, 815-234-8777 
Email: ucb@comcast.net 
Website: unitedchurchofbyron.org 
Pastor: Rev. Tyler Spellious 
Youth Ministry Coordinator: Richard Simpson 
Sunday Schedule & Worship opportunities: 
Service of Meditation & Prayer: 8:15am- 8:45am 
Adult Sunday School Hour: 9am 
Kids Sunday School: (for ages 3 thru 5th grade) 9:30 -10:15am 
Coffee & fellowship time: 9:30am - 10:30am
Main Worship: 10:30am 
Spark Youth Group (for ages 6th grade thru 12th grade) - Sundays, 5pm-7pm 
For complete ministry schedule and other activities, please check our website or 
Facebook page or contact the church office. 
Whoever you are or wherever you are on your journey, you are welcome here! 

CHANA
CHANA UNITED METHODIST

Pastor Matt Smith, 606 Main Street, Chana, IL 61015. Church office 815-732-
7683. (E-mail address: chanaumc@gmail.com Adult & Children’s Education 
9:00 a.m. Worship Service 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion celebrated the first 
Sunday of each month. At Chana Church you will find Open Hearts-Open 
Minds-Open Doors.

DAVIS JUNCTION 

DAVIS JUNCTION 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Open Minds, Open Hearts, Open Doors • “God’s Heart in Our Community” 
Located in town on Rt. 72 • Our Pastor is Rev. Keith Kelsey-Powell  Sunday 
Services:  Worship 10:30am, Childrens time during Worship Service. 
Fellowship following the Worship Service each Sunday. Communion the first 
Sunday of the month. Potluck luncheon following Worship every  4th Sunday, 
except in the summer months of  June, July and August. Various small groups 
meet throughout the month. For more information about the small groups 
please call 298-2310. AA meets Wednesdays at 5:30pm and Saturdays at 9am. 
For more information please visit our website WWW.DJUMC.ORG 

OREGON
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LOCAL NEWS
Bertolet Library News

Adult Book of the Month:
The August book of the month is Killers of the Flower Moon by David Grann.  This is a non-fiction account of the mysterious deaths of members of the Osage 

Indian Nation in Oklahoma during the 1920’s.  Investigators disappeared after looking into the deaths.  The FBI was newly formed and corrupt and made errors. Help 
was called in and an undercover team was sent in to solve the horrendous crime.  Stop by the circulation desk and pick up your copy today.

LEGO Club: 1st Monday of the month, 5 p.m.
Create with us on the 1st Monday of each month.  We will have the LEGOs waiting for you!

Craft Kits for Adults:
Our take and make craft for August takes us back to the beach.  Wrap up summer by making a seashell coaster to remind us of the beach all year long. All craft 

materials are provided in the kit, which can be picked up at the circulation desk. 

Create-a-Card: Saturday, August 20th, 9:30 a.m.
Summer is upon us.  Stay cool at the library while you create a one-of-a-kind card for that bridal shower or wedding.  All supplies are provided for your use.

Plastic Recycling:
We ask that you make sure plastic is clean with no debris in the donation.  Also please remove any ziploc-type seals and paper/sticker labels.  Thank you for your 

cooperation.

New Releases:

Adult Books
Reckoning by Catherine Coulter
The Christie Affair by Nina de Gramont
Beyond the Desert Sands by Tracie Peterson
Dirt Creek by Hayley Scrivenor

Juvenile Books
The Tuttle Twins Choose Your Consequence Series: Books 1-4 by Connor Boyack

Adult DVDs
Memory



ONLY
$99
INSTALLATION*

***GGGuaranttteeddd nottt ttto clllog fffor as lllong as you own
your home, or we will clean your gutters for free

All participants who attend an estimated 60-90-minute in-home product consultation will receive a $75 Visa gift card. Retail value is $75. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings
Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a
life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following
persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home
consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute
a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class United States Mail within 10 days of receipt of the promotion form.
Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. Offer not available in the
states of CA, IN, PA and MI. Expires 8/31/22.

LLLIIIFFFEEETTTIIIMMMEEE NNNOOO---CCCLLLOOOGGG
WARRANTYYTY

MADE ONSITE SPECIFICALLY
FOR YOUR HOME

THE ONLY ONE-PIECE
SEAMLESS DEBRIS
SHEDDING GUTTER SYSTEM.

SCRATCHGUARD®
PAINT FINISH

815-673-7499Call Today for Your
FREE Estimate!

Gift CardGift Card

$75 VISAIFT CARD.

$
GI

Super
END OF SUMMER SAVINGSEND OF SUMMER SAVINGS

*Subject to credit approval, with the purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub or Shower. Interest is billed during the promotional period but all interest is waived if the 
purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. There is no minimum monthly payment required during the promotional period. Safe Step 

Walk-In Tub is neither a broker nor a lender. Financing is provided through third-party lenders una�  liated with Safe Step Walk-In Tub, LLC under terms and conditions 
arranged directly between the customer and such lender. All subject to credit requirements and satisfactory completion of fi nance documents. Any fi nance terms 

advertised are estimates only. O� er available in select markets, not available in Canada. Participating dealers only. Other restrictions may apply.

Scan me

C
SLB 10

82165  N
SC

B 0
0

82999  0
0

83445

North America’s
#1 Selling Walk-In Tub

Featuring our Free Shower Package

For a limited time only with purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. 
Not applicable with any previous walk-in tub purchase. 

Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present offer at 
time of purchase. Financing available with approved credit.

Buy Now, Pay Later! 

NO PAYMENTS 
FOR 18 MONTHS!*

plus a Free Shower Package

815-515-4749
or visit BuySafeStep.com

Now you can fi nally have all of the soothing benefi ts of 
a relaxing warm bath, or enjoy a convenient refreshing 
shower while seated or standing with Safe Step 
Walk-In Tub’s FREE Shower Package! 

✓ First walk-in tub available with a customizable shower

✓ Fixed rainfall shower head is adjustable for your 
height and pivots to offer a seated shower option

✓ High-quality tub complete with a comprehensive 
lifetime warranty on the entire tub

✓ Top-of-the-line installation and service, all 
included at one low, affordable price

Now you can have the best of both worlds–there isn’t 
a better, more a� ordable walk-in tub!

Backed by a lifetime guarantee.
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LOCAL NEWS
Forreston Library News

SSET4School Supplies
Thank you to everyone who donated school sup-

plies here for the SSET4School program! Our bin 
was overflowing and because of your generosity 
local students and teachers are starting the year with 
everything they need. Thanks again!

Showcase Displays
Do you have an interesting or unusual collec-

tion of items that you would like to share with the 
community? We have two beautiful showcases that 
are lockable and available for this purpose. Please 
call Julie at the library for more information or to 
schedule a display time.

Plastic Recycling
We are collecting film-type plastic for recycling. 

This includes plastic bags, zipper type baggies (with 
the zip portion removed), cereal/snack bags, bubble 
wrap, and other soft  plastic . Please make sure bags 
are free from debris and remove all paper/sticker 
labels. We cannot accept hard plastic, such as water 
bottles, milk cartons, etc., for this program. Thank 
you!

Library Hours
The library is open: Monday 10am-1pm, 2-7pm, 

Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday 10am-1pm, 
2-6pm, and Saturday 9am-12pm. We may be reached 
by phone at (815)938-2624, email at forreston-
publiclibrary@gmail.com, or through Facebook 
messaging. Of course, we always love to see you 
in person, too!

Special Hours
The Byron Public Library will be closed Monday, 

September 5 in observation of Labor Day.  We will re-
open for our regular hours on Tuesday, September 6.  
We wish all of our patrons a safe and happy Labor Day!

Curbside Delivery
The library is open for browsing, but patrons can still 

use our curbside service!  Place your holds online at 
byronlibrary.org or call us at 815-234-5107.  Not sure 
what you want?  Call us for help!  We will call or email 
you with a confirmation when your holds are ready to be 
picked up.  Call us when you arrive at the library, and 
we will bring your items out to you, already checked 
out.  A receipt with your due dates will be included 
with your items.  

StoryWalks at the Byron Forest Preserve
A new StoryWalk® is up at the Byron Forest Preserve! 

Stroll the 1/2-mile Indigo Trail while reading “Pigeon 
Has to Go to School” by Mo Willems.  The StoryWalk® 
is a joint project of the Byron Public Library and the 
Byron Forest Preserve.  The StoryWalk® Project was 
created by Anne Ferguson of Montpelier, VT and 
developed in collaboration with the Kellogg-Hubbard 
Library. StoryWalk® is a registered service mark owned 
by Ms. Ferguson.

Ogle County Dixie 6
Friday, Aug. 12
1-2 p.m.
We are excited to be bringing you some LIVE 

Dixieland Music. Munch on praline pecans and sip 
lemonade as you tap your foot to some great music.  
Please register by calling 815-234-5107 or visiting 
Byron.evanced.info/signup.  

DIY Summer Shadow Boxes
Thursday, Aug. 18
6-7:30 p.m.
Bring the feeling of summer home with a sweet DIY 

Summer Shadow Box! This fun project can be modified 
in so many neat ways, with personal keepsakes, photos, 
and more!  All materials will be provided.  Please register 
at Byron.evanced.info/signup or by calling 815-234-
5107.  Take home kits are unavailable for this project.

Hoo Haven
Thursday, Aug. 25
6-7 p.m.
Spend the evening with Hoo Haven and learn about 

their birds of prey. Live birds will be at the presentation!  
This program is for adults only.  Please call 815-234-
5107 or visit Byron.evanced.info/signup to register.

Air Frying 101
Wednesday, Aug. 31
6-7 p.m.
Do you have an air fryer still in the box? Are you 

thinking about getting an air fryer, but would like more 
information before investing? Join Erica and Beth as 
they share with you how to use an air fryer and taste 
some delicious foods you can make with an air fryer.  
Recipes will be available for all attendees.  Please 
register by calling 815-234-5107 or visiting Byron.
evanced.info/signup.

Egypt Travelogue
Friday, Sept. 9
1-2 p.m.
Egypt was the first large organized society in human 

history, and still exerts influence on us today. Learn a little 
history and see photos of some incredible monuments 
while hearing about the speaker’s travels through the 
country. Pyramids, temples, tombs, obelisks, the Sphinx 
and the Nile: you’ll see it all!   Please visit Byron.
evanced.info/signup or call 815-234-5107 to register.

DIY Chalkboard Flowerpots
Thursday, Sept. 15
6-7:30 p.m.
Ever wonder what you can do with extra flower 

pots around the house? Why not put them to good use 
by adding a special crafty touch. Come join us as we 
repurpose terracotta flower pots by painting them with 
chalkboard paint & cute stencils.  All supplies will be 
provided.  Please visit Byron.evanced.info/signup or 
call 815-234-5107 to register. 

Henna Artist Julie Engh
Tuesday, Sept. 20
5:30-7:30 p.m.
Julie Engh from Prairie Henna has been a favorite for 

teen programs. Adults have been asking for the library 
to host her for an adult program. So, Julie will be here 
and provide a short presentation on the history, science 
and modern usage of henna. She will provide hands 
on guided instruction on the basic henna application. 
Participants, who are interested, will be treated a small 
henna design by Julie.  All supplies will be provided.  
Please call 815-234-5107 or visit Byron.evanced.info/
signup to register.

Visit the Byron Library Facebook page to keep up 
to date on library news and virtual programs!  Be sure 
to also check out the Byron Library and Byron Library 
Teen Instagram pages!

Byron Library News

Deadline for all items is 3 p.m. Wednesday
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LOCAL NEWS

Weekly Brain Busters

Mount Morris Library News
Masks are optional
Thank you!

Story Time!
Story time will resume this Wednesday with a fantastic time for all! Stop by with 

your little ones to enjoy stories and a craft at the Mount Morris Library! Wednesdays 
at 11:15 a.m.

Lego Club!
Our next Lego night on Thursday, August 18, from 6-6:45 p.m. Bring a friend 

and build some fun with Lego bricks! All Children and parents are invited. Children 
under 8 need to bring a parent with them.

Adult Book Club
The August book is The Doctors Blackwell by Janice P. Nimura.  Everyone is 

welcome to join this book club group! Copies of the book are available at the library.   
This group will meet in-person at the library on Monday, July 22nd at 3:30 p/m  

Display Case Showings
Stop in to see our new display for August! Local artesian, Rod Avey, will once 

again be showcasing his wooden duck creations. They are meticulous, handcrafted 
creations that will make you feel like you are outside at a pond! Stop by to admire 
these beautiful pieces of artwork! We are always looking for collectors or artists 
who are willing to share their treasures in our display cases.  If you are interested, 
please call, 815-734-4927. 

Newspaper Available!
We will now be receiving the Dixon Telegraph daily! We receive the Ogle Coun-

ty Life, Sauk Valley, and Mt. Morris Times. If you want to keep up with the local 
news-stop on by!

Explore More Illinois-Anderson Japanese Gardens Offer
Explore More Illinois is a cultural pass program that provides discounts at mu-

seums, visual and performing arts centers, park districts, and more around the state.  

Use Explore More Illinois to find fun and educational places to go on a free afternoon 
or for a little getaway.  Explore More Illinois is easy to use with your library card.  
Visit the library’s website to browse attractions.  You can find the information on 
our website, www.mtmorris-il.org under the resources page.

Rock River Center 
The Rock River Center has a representative in our library the second Thursday of 

every month. Services provided by Rock River Center are designed to enable older 
and disabled persons to remain independent, thereby avoiding costly long-term care. 
No appointment necessary but, if you want to make an appointment with the Rock 
River Center you may call 815-732-3252.

Adult Programming
We are trying to get back into the swing of offering monthly programs for adults.  

We would love to hear from you.  Do evenings or weekends work better?  Do you 
have any program ideas?  Do you have a program you would like to share?  Contact 
Mary Cheatwood at the library through email at mmlib@mtmorris-il.org or call 
815-734-4927.

Curbside Service is available!
We want to remind everyone that you still have the option of having your mate-

rials delivered to your vehicle.  If you have holds waiting for you, call us to tell us 
you are on your way, and we will bring them out to your vehicle when you arrive.  
Call us if you need more information.

Additional Services Offered
We make copies ($0.25 per black and white page). We fax ($2 for the first page 

and $0.50 each additional page). We can scan a document and send it to email ($2 
per document). You can use a computer without a library card for $1.00. Resume 
software is available on our computers.  Come visit us and let us help you!

Monthly board meetings are the third Wednesday of the month at 7pm at the 
library unless otherwise noted.  The public is welcome to attend.
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AUCTIONSAUCTIONS

Hack’s Auction & Realty
Service, Inc.

Auctions – Real Estate 
Appraisals

Online Auctions 
Now Available 
Pecatonica, IL
815-239-1436

Hacksauction.com

Lenny Bryson
Sales Of All Kinds

815-946-4120 

Chana 64 Auctions
620 S. Stone Hill Rd., Chana

815-830-3898
• Pick Up Service Available 
“UWANNASELLITCALLUS”

REAL ESTATE & PERSONAL 
PROPERTY AUCTION

SAT., AUG. 20TH    
10:00 AM (STARTING W/REAL ESTATE)

Lila Feary Estate
407 E. Webster St., Polo, IL

REAL ESTATE SELLING AT 10:00: Single 
story, 1107sq.ft. home on 50x130 lot. 3 bed-
rooms, full bath, full basement. Gas forced air 
heat, central air. Single stall detached garage 
w/elec. opener.
HOUSEHOLD: Invalid items; assorted furni-
ture; crockery; copper boiler; quilt tops; glass-
ware; garage items
Terms:  Cash or check on personal property.
Must have photo ID to register. 
TERMS: Nonrefundable 10% down day of auc-
tion. Balance due at closing, approx. 45 days. 
Taxes prorated at closing. Seller has the right 
to accept or reject bids. Property sells “AS IS.”

For viewing call Jim Calhoun, Auctioneer 
815-244-9660

IL Lic.440000333
FOR PICTURES www.calhounauction.com 

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF 

WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

WAUKESHA COUNTY
IN RE: PRATERNITY 

OF S.J.T. 
Petitioneer/Joinst 

Petitioner A
Joshua Emmanuel 

Thomas, 2607 Olive 
Street, Racine WI, 

53403, 414-418-9065
vs.

Respondent/Joint 
Peitioner B

Passion Rodriguez, 
13524 E. Mowers Rd., 
Kings, IL 61068, 414-

323-9939.
CASE NO.
19FA449

NOTICE OF MOTION 
AND MOTION TO 

CHANGE
PHYSICAL 

PLACEMENT
CHILD SUPPORT

The State of Wisconsin 
(Child Support Agency) 
is a party to this action.
NOTICE OF MOTION
TO: Passion Rodriguez
You are notified that 
the folowing date and 
Time befor Hon. David 
Herring, Waukesha 
County Courthouse, 
via Zoom, September 
7, 2022 at 8:45 a.m. or 
as soon as the matter 
may be heard. I will 
be asking the court to 
change the existing 
order in this case as 
indicated below. If you 
object to this motion, 
you need to appear 
and say so. Otherside, 
the court may proceed 
without you and grant 
the request.
You may contact the 
office of the family 
court commissioner 
for written information 
the modifying the 
enforcing court orders 
or judgments.
MOTION
1. MODIFY as follows:
A. Physical Placement 
Order(s) (time with 
children) for the 
following children: 
Serenity J. Thomas 
from shared placement 
to primary placement 
with Joshua.

C. Child Support
c. held open (no 
payment)
I will be able to provide 
documentation to the 
court that supports my 
request.
NOTICE: Both parties 
must bring a fully 
completed, dated, 
and signed Financial 
Disclosure Statement 
to court.
c. One of the parties 
has or will be moving to 
a different residence.
This is a substantial 
change in 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s 
because:
Mother moved out of 
state and over 100 miles 
without permission. 
Serenity has been with 
Father for at least 50% 
of the time.
Joshua Thomas
2607 Olive St., Racinde 
WI 53403.
lewisj1996@gmail.com
414-418-9065
07/20/2022
No. 0802 (Aug. 1, 8, 15)

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT

OGLE COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS

IN THE )
MATTER )No.
OF THE )2022
ESTATE OF )PR 35
GREGORY )
ALAN )
SHANNON, ) 
Deceased. )

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given to 
creditors of the death of 
Gregory Alan Shannon, 
of Rochelle, Ogle 
County, Illinois. Letters 
of office were issued to 
Vicki Doughty, 4793 E. 
13th Road, Earlville, IL 
60518, as Administrator 
of this estate, whose 
attorneys of record are 
Ehrmann Gehlbach 
Badger & Considine, 
LLC, 114 E. Everett 
Street, Ste. 300, Dixon, 
Illinois 61021.
The estate will be 
administered without 
court supervision, 

unless under section 
28-4 of the Probate 
Act (755 ILCS 5/28-4) 
any interested person 
terminates independent 
administration at any 
time by mailing or 
delivering a petition to 
terminate to the clerk.
Claims against the 
estate may be filed in 
the office of the Clerk of 
the Court at 309 S.
Galena Avenue, Dixon, 
Illinois 61021, or with 
the representative, or 
both, on or before the 
date which is six (6) 
months after the date 
of the first publication 
of this Claim Notice, or, 
if mailing or delivering 
of a notice from the 
representative is 
required by section 
18-3 of the Probate Act 
of 1975, the date stated 
in that notice. Any claim 
not filed on or before 
that date is barred. 
Copies of a claim filed 
with the clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to 
the representative and 
to the attorney within 10 
days after it has been 
filed.
Vicki Doughty, 
Administrator
By Dana M. Considine
Dana M. Considine
Ehrmann Gehlbach 
Badger & Considine, 
LLC Attorneys for 
Administrator
114 E. Everett St., Ste. 
300 Dixon, IL 61021
(815) 288-4949
(815) 288-3068 (FAX)
considine@egbclaw.
com
No. 0803 (Aug. 8, 15, 
22)

PUBLIC NOTICE
PUBLICATION 

NOTICE OF COURT 
DATE FOR REQUEST 
FOR NAME CHANGE 

(ADULT)
STATE OF ILLINOIS

CIRCUIT COURT
OGLE COUNTY
Case Number
2022-MR-14
Request of

CARI LYN PHILLIPS
There will be a court 
date on my Request to 
change my name from 
Cari Lyn Phillips to the 

new name of Carrie 
Lynn Phillips.
The court date will be 
held on September 
29, 2022 at 9:00 a.m. 
at 106 S. 5th Street, 
Oregon, Ogle County, 
in Courtroom #202.
/s/ Cari Lyn Phillips
No. 0804 (Aug. 8, 15, 
22)

PUBLIC NOTICE
K & P Self Storage

1563 Kysor Dr.
Byron, IL 61010

Pursuant to the 
Landlord’s Lien 
Provision, in paragraph 
#11 in the rental 
agreement between 
KCH Enterprises DBA 
K & P Self Storage, 
Landlord, and Dawn 
Stiff - unit #29. These 
items will be held in 
possession for ten (10) 
days, at which time 
they will be disposed 
of unless tenant pays 
the landlord in full, in 
accordance with the 
Self Storage Facilities 
Act. Must be paid in full 
by 8/17/22.
No. 0806 (Aug. 18)

PUBLIC NOTICE
THE BOARD OF 
EDUCATION OF 

BYRON COMMUNITY 
UNIT SCHOOL 

DISTRICT NO. 226, 
OGLE COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS
NOTICE OF 

AVAILABILITY OF 
TENTATIVE BUDGET 

FOR PUBLIC 
INSPECTION AND 
PUBLIC HEARING

PUBLIC NOTICE IS 
HEREBY GIVEN BY 
the Board of Education 
of Byron Community 
Unit School District 
No. 226, Ogle County, 
Illinois, that the tentative 
budget for said School 
District for the fiscal 
year beginning July 1, 
2022 and ending June 
30, 2023, will be on 
file and conveniently 
available for public 
inspection at the 
District’s Administrative 
Offices located at 696 
North Colfax Street, 
Byron, Illinois in this 
school District from 

8:00 a.m. through 4:00 
p.m. each weekday, 
excluding public 
holidays, beginning 
August 5, 2022.
Notice is further given 
that a public hearing 
on said budget will be 
held on September 
22, 2022 at 5:45 p.m. 
The public hearing will 
be held at the Byron 
High School Board of 
Education Room, 696 
Colfax Street, Byron, 
Illinois in this School 
District. The purpose 
of the hearing will be 
to present the tentative 
budget and receive 
public comments on the 
budget.
By order of the Board 
of Education of Byron 
Community Unit School 
District No. 226, Ogle 
County, Illinois.
Dated this 5th day of 
August, 2022
Phil Kesler
Secretary, Board of 
Education
Byron Community Unit 
School District No. 226
Ogle County, Illinois
No. 0812 (Aug. 15)

PUBLIC NOTICE
PUBLICATION 

NOTICE OF COURT 
DATE FOR REQUEST 
OF NAME CHANGE 

(ADULT)
STATE OF ILLINOIS

CIRCUIT COURT
OGLE COUNTY
CASE NUMBER

2022-MR-15
Request of Cynthia

Sue Ennenga.
There will be a court 
date on my Requests to 
change my name from 
Cynthia Sue Ennenga 
to the new name of 
Cynthia Sue Tillett.
The court date will 
be held on Sept. 16, 
2022 at 10:30 a.m. 
at 106 S. 5th Street, 
Oregon, Ogle County in 
Courtroom #204.
/s/ Cynthia Sue 
Ennenga

Holder Estate – Live On-Site 2-Day Auction
SUN., AUG. 21st @ 9:30 A.M.

7378 N. Stillman Rd., Stillman Valley, IL  61084
Equipment, Tool, Antique & Collector’s Auction

(Located: 1-Mile N. of IL Rt. 72)
DAY ONE! Large Auction! William Holder Collected 
Everything! Featuring Shop Equipment; Welders & 
Torch Sets; Loads of Tools; Metal & Wood Working; 
Outdoor & Farm Equipment; Mowers & Tillers; Gen-
erators; Golf Carts; Hi-Fi & Vintage Amplifiers; Prim-
itives; Antiques & Collectibles; Hunting & Fishing; 
Buildings Full; Salvage Iron; Much More!

SAT., AUG. 27th @ 10:00 A.M.
Classic Car Motorcycle, Trailer, 

Boat & Farm Tractor Auction
DAY TWO! Large Auction! Featuring Classic Cars & 
Vehicles; ‘81 Datsun 280ZX; Vintage Honda, Yamaha 
& Suzuki Motorcycles; Whizzer Motor Bikes; Swamp 
Boats & OB Motors; Hit & Miss Gas Engines; Farm 
Tractors & Implements; John Deere A & B; IH Utili-
ty; Ford, Farmall Cub & Others; Equipment & Utility 
Trailers; Lawn Tractors & Mowers; ‘67 Streamline 
Alum. Travel Trailer & Motor Home; Farm Primitives; 
Antiques; Loads of Old Car & Motorcycle Parts; Petro-
leum & Advertising; Signs; Small Buildings Full; Much 
More!

Hack’s Auction & Realty Service
Greg & Swan Hachmeister, Auctioneers

Pecatonica, IL 815-239-1436
www.hacksauction.com | I.A.F.L. #44000128

103 103 
AUCTIONSAUCTIONS

PERSONAL PROPERTY AUCTION
Sat., Aug. 27th 10AM

Ron & Patricia Jaquet
113 Wilson Ave., Chadwick, IL, 61014

Personal Property: Household furniture, wicker patio set, 
iron patio set, upright chest freezer, lots of assorted hand 
tools, power tools, garage & outdoor equipment, Crafts-
man snowblower like new, glassware, memorabilia, some 
collectibles and antiques, and much more! Something for 
everyone. 

Photos coming soon! 
Follow A & T Auction Services on Facebook for 

photos and a complete list of sale items. 
A & T Auction Services, LLC
Forreston, IL 815-297-4595

No. 0813 (Aug. 15, 22, 
29)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Byron Fire Protection 

District
Boiler Replacement 

Project
Byron, Illinois 

SECTION 00030 - 
ADVERTISEMENT 

FOR BID
1. Notice is hereby given 
by Byron Fire Protection 
District that sealed bids 
will be received for the 
following:
PROJECTS: 
Byron Fire Protection 
District – Boiler 
Replacement 
123 N. Franklin St., 
Byron IL 61010
OWNER: Byron Fire 
Protection District
ENGINEERS: 
O’Higgins and Arnold 
Sustainability, LLC
769 Heartland Dr. Unit 
A Sugar Grove, Illinois   
60554 630-538-1996
2. The Byron Fire 
Protection District will 
receive sealed bids for 
the above referenced 
project.
3. All Contracts for the 
Construction of Public 
Works are subject to the 
Illinois Prevailing Wage 
Act (820 ILCS 130/1-
12).
4. Mandatory Pre-Bid 
Meeting will be held on 
Wednesday, August 17, 
2022 at 8:00 a.m. at the 
Byron Fire Protection 
District Building, 123 N. 
Franklin St., Byron IL 
61010.
5. Bid documents can 
be picked up or received 
on-line by contacting 
GRI Reprographics; 
Dan Meyer, 630-652-
0800.  Documents will 
be available on August 
10, 2022. 
6. Bids will be accepted 
until Tuesday, August 
31, 2022 at 8:00 a.m. 
(Prevailing Time) at the 
Byron Fire Protection 
District Building, 123 N. 

LaSalle County, Illinois 
LAND AUCTION

Friday, September 9th, 2022 at 10:00 AMCT

The Cole/Turner farm real estate is located approximately 6 miles 
south of Ottawa, IL, or 12 miles north of Streator, IL. Tract 1 is 
located in Section 1, and Tract 2 is located in Section 18, all in 
T32N-R3E, Farm Ridge Township, LaSalle County, IL.

Tract 1 contains 79.17 surveyed acres and is all-tillable with NHEL 
Class A soils. 

Tract 2 contains 82.2 acres ± (subject to survey) and is nearly all-
tillable farmland with high producing soils. 

Farmers and investors, be sure to check out  
these investment quality and ideally located  

LaSalle County, IL farms.

161.39 ACRES± • 2 TRACTS

VIRTUAL ONLINE

PHILIP R. COLE TESTAMENTARY TRUST  
& DALE TURNER

Representing Attorney: Richard L. Burton 
Burton, Fuller & Associates, P.C. 

227 West Madison St., Ottawa, Illinois 61350 |  (815) 433-3111
Auction Manager: Kevin Haas (309) 264-7767

Franklin St., Byron IL 
61010.
Note: Contractor to 
submit Boiler Shop 
Drawing with Bid 
to expedite review/
delivery process.
7. Bids to go to Byron 
Fire Protection District 

Board of Trustees on 
September 1, 2022.
A public bid opening will 
be held at 8:00 a.m. on 
August 31, 2022 at the 
Byron Fire Protection 
District Building, 123 N. 
Franklin St., Byron IL 
61010.
No. 0818 (Aug. 15)

Not sure
why business 

is slow?

is not just
a saying 

in business.

Advertise today
and let your 

business be in sight 
and in the minds of 

your customers.
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305 305 
GARAGE SALESGARAGE SALES

CAROL’S 
SELF 

STORAGE IN 
OREGON

Reasonable 
Rates

Sizes 10ʼx24ʼ & 
6ʼx10

Call 732-2466

1563 Kysor Drive, Byron
(next to D&W Garage)

Storage Unit Sizes:
5ʼ x 10ʼ     10ʼ x 10ʼ

10ʼ x 15ʼ  10ʼ x 20ʼ  10ʼx30ʼ

511 511 
STORAGE UNITSSTORAGE UNITS

501  501  
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

OREGON/
MT. MORRIS
Newer 1, 2 &3 BR 

APTS. Water, sewer, 
garbage inc. w/most 

units. HOUSES some 
w/garages, all in 

like new condition. 
Starting at $295/mo. 

815-734-4348 or 
815-590-2302

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-874-2257

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW, USED  
SCRATCH & DENT

• Refrigerators • Freezers 
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

11222020

303 303 
APPLIANCES APPLIANCES 

203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

HELP WANTED
CARPENTER
FULL TIME OR PART TIME

MUST BE TRUSTWORTHY WITH A 
VALID DRIVERS LICENSE AND 
DEPENDABLE WORK VEHICLE

MUST HAVE A CLEAN AND 
PRESENTABLE APPEARANCE

MUST HAVE NO 
PHYSICAL LIMITATIONS

MUST BE WILLING TO WORK HARD 
AND BE A TEAM PLAYER

SOME OVERTIME AND WEEKEND 
WORK REQUIRED

WE OFFER EMPLOYER MATCH HEALTH 
INSURANCE, PAID HOLIDAYS, PAID 

VACATION AND EMPLOYER MATCH IRA
FOR FULL TIME EMPLOYEES.

SKILLED CARPENTER PREFERRED 
BUT WOULD

 CONSIDER SOMEONE WITH BASIC 
CARPENTRY SKILLS

 THAT IS WILLING TO LEARN.

QUALIFIED APPLICANTS PLEASE 
CALL 815-734-4716 OR EMAIL 

GESINCOMPANIES@HOTMAIL.COM
TO REQUEST AN APPLICATION

OR SUBMIT YOUR RESUME

08
08

20
22

08012022

LaVigna
LaVigna is looking for 
kitchen help, prep work, 
dishwashing & cooks. 
Please call us at 815-
732-4413 or email at  
LaVignarestaurant.comcast.net

RESTAURANT

Mt. Morris Senior Center 
Hiring Activity Assistant

 
Hours: Part Time Flexible  
(10-20 hours per week)

 
Rate of  pay: Dependent on Experience

 
General Job Description:  

Provides support for the programs, 
activities, and services of  the Mt. Morris 
Senior Center including set up, clean up, 

creation, and more.
 

To apply, send resume to Melissa at  
9 E. Front St, Mt Morris, IL 61054 or 

mmsrcenter@gmail.com.
 

*Full job description on our website 
mmseniorcenter.com

Byron CUSD 
#226 has 

openings for 

Bus Drivers
SIGN-ON BONUS 

Available
Contact Barb Rundle 

at 815-234-5491
For more 

information
10112021

119 119 
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

JNJ JUMPERS Indoor/
Outdoor Bounce House 
Rentals Available Year 
Round. Please Call 
815-784-4256 For 
Availability or Visit us 
on Facebook.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
it’s care.

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com
ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin 
& iron toys, sterling 
silver, decoys. If it’s 

antique, I’m interested 
in looking! Call 815-
562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com

305 305 
GARAGE/RUMMAGE GARAGE/RUMMAGE 
SALESSALES

LEE: 3337 Rt 30, 
Biggest Barn Sale. 
Thursday August 
11th, Friday August 
12th 8am-4:30pm & 
Saturday August 13th 
8am-Noon.
Antiques, Tokheim Gas 
Pump, Collectibles, 
Dolls, Toys, Glassware, 
Tools, Boy’s Clothes, 
Pottery, Furniture, & 
More. (08-10-22)

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE
 
ASHTON: THE 
KERTENS Are Taking 
Orders For Michigan 
Peaches. Should Have 
Them Around August 
21st Call 779-861-2546 
to Order. 

FREE Conn Floor 
Model Organ. Needs a 
New Home. Paw Paw 
IL 815-685-3218 (9am-
5pm) (08-10-22)

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 

Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday (8AM-
NOON ONLY) Rochelle 
News Leader.  

CAMPER-Fits in 
back of pick-up truck.  

Stove, refrigerator, 
everything works.  

$1800.  Call 
815-645-8382. 

PIA #74

405  405  
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

509  509  
HOUSES FOR RENTHOUSES FOR RENT

A T T R A C T I V E 
3-BEDROOM House 
With Garage. No Pets. 
Franklin Grove Area, 
815-456-2453. (08-10-
22)

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113 113 
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

Garage Sale
CHANA 1092 N Blind Rd. 
Friday August 19th & 
Saturday August 20th 

9am-4pm. 
Pull Behind Lawn Sprayer, Bar 

Lights, Home Décor. Something for 
Everyone! PIA#78

Byron CUSD #226
8th Grade Volleyball 

HS Assistant Boys Basketball
 

Please apply online at  
www.byron226.org

Under the  
‘About Us’ tab in the 

Employment  
Opportunities Section

Coaching  
Opportunities

Byron School District 
Openings

High School Spanish 
Teacher

Full-time Special Ed 
Paraprofessionals

3 hpd Kitchen Workers
Lunchroom Supervisors 

HS Head Custodian 
HS 2nd Shift Custodian

Bus Monitors
Additional information and 

applications
Found at www.byron226.org  
under theAbout Us Tab in the 
Employment Opportunities 

Section
08152022

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

Part-Time Assistant 
Needed at Home 

Daycare, 8am-4pm. 
Text or Leave Message 

for Jennifer 
815-520-1844.

Class-A CDL 
Drivers Wanted

$500 Sign on bonus
Local Trucking 

Company seeking 
full time, 

year- round driver 
to haul grain.

815-938-3644
Please 

leave message.

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

Read and 
Recycle

An �Advertising 
�Proverb

When Mark Twain was 
editing a newspaper in 

Missouri, one of his 
subscribers wrote in, saying 
that he had found �a spider in 
his newspaper and wondered 
whether �it was a sign of good 

or bad luck. Twainʼs 
response: ʻʻFinding a spider 
is neither good luck nor bad. 
�The spider was merely 

looking over our newspaper 
�to see which merchant was 
not advertising, so that �he 
could go to that store, spin 

his web across the door, �and 
lead a life of undisturbed 
peace ever afterward.ʼʼ
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LOCAL NEWS
Senior Lifestyles

Adults confront various age-related side 
effects as they transition from middle age 
to their golden years. Skin may begin to 
wrinkle and hair may turn gray, but those 
are just the visible side effects of aging. 
Many additional effects are unseen, but 
those changes can have a profound effect 
on adults’ quality of life.

According to the Mayo Clinic, various 
parts of the body are affected by aging. 
For example, the cardiovascular system 
changes as people grow older. Blood 
vessels and arteries stiffen as adults age, 
forcing the heart to work harder to pump 
blood through them. 

Though many changes are linked to 
aging, other changes commonly associated 
with aging, such as a decline in memory, 
reasoning and other thinking skills, are not 
natural. The Alzheimer’s Association® 
notes that dementia is not a normal part of 
aging. There are many different types of 
dementia, including Alzheimer’s disease, 
and these are the result of damage to brain 
cells that affect a person’s ability to commu-
nicate. That damage is not inevitable, even 
if it’s commonly associated with aging.

The Harvard Medical School notes that 
fleeting memory problems experienced 
with aging often reflect normal changes 
in the structure and function of the brain. 
But it’s important that those changes not 
be mistaken for dementia, and it’s equally 
important that adults recognize there are 
many ways they can protect and sharpen 
their minds as they age.

• Continue learning. HMS notes that 
a higher level of education is associated 
with improved mental functioning in old 
age. The reasons for that are unknown, but 
experts theorize that advanced education 
compels people to remain mentally active, 
which in turn helps them maintain a strong 
memory. Even aging men and women who 
are still working in challenging fields can 
benefit from pursuing a new hobby or 
learning a new skill.

• Use the tools at your disposal. It may 
seem counterintuitive to suggest that 
organizational tools like planners, maps 
and lists can help people maintain their 
memories. However, HMS notes that 
expending mental energy on finding car 
keys or trying to remember what to buy 

at the store makes it harder to learn new 
and important things.

• Let all your senses play a role. HMS 
reports that the more senses a person uses to 
learn something, the more his or her brain 
is involved in retaining a memory. HMS 
cites one study in which adults were shown 
a series of emotionally neutral images that 
were each presented along with a smell. 
Participants were not asked to recall what 
they saw, but were later shown a set of 

images and asked to indicate which they 
had previously seen. The participants had 
excellent recall for the odor-paired images, 
and researchers believe that’s because ad-
ditional parts of the brain were activated 
when participants were asked to use more 
than one sense.

Memory loss is not an inevitable side 
effect of aging, especially for adults who 
take steps to maintain their memories as 
they age.

Simple ways to maintain memory as you age

Despite the efforts of 
Juan Ponce de Leon, there 
is no magical Fountain of 
Youth. Getting older is in-
evitable and it is important 
to see the silver lining of 
aging.

Among the various 
perks that come with age, 
including increased knowl-
edge and experience, are 
a whole host of discounts 
for the aging population. 
Men and women who have 
reached a certain age are 
entitled to key discounts if 
they know where to look. 

The ages at which dis-
counts are available vary. 
any discounts can be used 
for recreational activities.

• Dining out: Why pay 
full price for a meal if you 
don’t have to? A meal out 
with friends and loved 
ones becomes a bit more 
affordable thanks to the 
senior discounts available 
through many different 
restaurants, whether it’s 
chains or independently 
owned eateries.

• Hotels: Seniors book-
ing their stays through 
select hotel chains may 
be eligible to reduce their 
costs by 10 percent or more. 
When making the reser-
vation, check to see if you 
qualify for an age-related 
discount. Some may be 
affiliated with member-
ships in organizations like 
AARP.

• Theme parks: Before 
buying entry tickets or 
season passes, check with 
the membership office re-

garding senior discounts. 
Certain items also may be 
discounted throughout the 
parks.

• Movies: Movie the-
aters may offer special 
viewing days or times that 
are discounted.

• Flights/cruises: Dis-
counted senior fares are 
available on select flights 
for Delta Airlines and 
American Airlines. British 
Airways offers up to $200 
off flights and packag-
es when booked online 
through British Airways’ 
AARP page. Seniors can 
enjoy discounts on select 
cruises through Carnival. 
Rental car companies also 
offer discounts for senior 
customers.

• Clothing: Looking 
your best for a night out 

may mean shopping for 
new clothing. Kohl’s of-
fers a 15 percent discount 
for customers ages 55 and 
over every Wednesday and 
Ross offers 10 percent off 
on Tuesdays when signing 
up for Every Tuesday Club. 

• Gym memberships: 
Individuals who are eligi-
ble for Medicare also may 
be entitled to a free Sil-
verSneakers membership, 
which provides access to 
more than 13,000 partici-
pating fitness centers

• Park admission: Se-
niors age 62 and older can 
purchase a Senior Pass for 
$10 that’s good for more 
than 2,000 federal recre-
ational sites and national 
parks in the United States. 
The pass is good for a 
lifetime.

Enjoy discounts on recreational activities

DIRECTORY OF AREA 
HUMAN SERVICES

Alcohol Abuse Counseling & Recovery
A.A. Hotline  800-452-7990
Sinnissippi Centers, Inc.
Oregon 732-3157
Rochelle  562-3801

Domestic Abuse Agency and  
24-Hour Shelter and Helpline
HOPE of Ogle County 562-8890 or 732-7796
Counseling Services, Court Advocacy, Latina Advocacy, and 
Shelter programs

Education
University of Illinois Extension-Ogle County
421 W Pines Rd, Oregon 61061 732-2191

Low Income Housing
Ogle County Housing Authority
200 W Washington, Oregon 732-1301

Habitat for Humanity of Ogle County
P.) Box 628
Oregon, IL 61061 732-6855  
 

Mental Health
Family Counseling Services 962-5585
Sinnissippi Centers, Inc. 
Oregon 732-3157
Rochelle 562-3801
The Serenity Shed Grief Services 732-2499

Senior Citizens Services
Hub City Senior Center 562-5050
Mt Morris Senior Center 734-6335
Polo Senior Center 946-3818
Rock River Center 732-3252
Oregon, IL 800-541-5479

Sexual Assault/Abuse
Rockford Sexual Assault Counseling
24-hour hotline 636-9811
412 W Washington, Oregon 732-0000

Therapeutic 
Pegasus Special Riders 973-3177

Veterans’ Services
Rock River Center 732-3252
Serenity Hospice and Home 732-2499
Medical Transportation 677-6515

Wellness Services
Ogle County Health Dept
907 Pines Rd, Oregon 562-6976
510 Lincoln Hwy, Rochelle 562-6976
Serenity Hospice and Home 732-2499

3312 River Road
Sterling, IL 

(815)626-4041

1309 N.Galena Ave.
Dixon, IL 61021
(815)285-5857

Quality Products... Compassionate Care
“Compassionate Care… Quality Products”

When It Comes To Your Health 
Trust The Professionals

• Oxygen Rental • Seat Lift Chairs • Blood Pressure Monitoring Devices
• Sleep Disorder Supplies • Hospital Bed Rentals • Shower Aids 

• Daily Living Aids • Wheelchairs & Scooters • Mastectomy Products 
• Equipment Service & Repair • Wound Care Products • Canes/Walkers

We Offer All Your Home Health Care Needs

        RENTAL • SALES • SERVICE
                    Locally Owned • Licensed State of Illinois
                       24 HR. EMERGENCY DELIVERY
           Flexible Spending Account Eligible - Ask Us!



Serving Older Adults and Their Families Throughout Ogle County

Senior Information Service 
• Transportation

Medicare Counseling 
• Caregiver Services

Education/Recreation/Trips & Tours

Community Partner

(815) 732-3252
(800) 541-5479

www.rockrivercenter.org
810 South 10th St., Oregon

Monday - Friday: 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
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SERVICE CALL SPECIAL
$2995 ANY 

BRAND
We Service All Makes & Models. Test & check.

Over 30 Years Experience.
AFFORDABLE WATER

815-625-3426
Toll Free: 877-353-7638
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Senior Lifestyles

Losing interest in an 
exercise regimen is a 
situation many fitness en-
thusiasts have confronted 
at one point or another. 

Overcoming a stale 
workout routine can be 
simple for young athletes, 
whose bodies can typical-
ly handle a wide range of 
physical activities. That 
flexibility allows young-
er athletes the chance to 
pursue any number of 
physical activities when 
their existing fitness reg-
imens grow stale. 

But what about seniors 
who have grown tired of 
their workouts? 

Even seniors who have 
lived active lifestyles 
since they were young-
sters are likely to en-
counter certain physical 
limitations associated 
with aging. According to 
the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, 
the likelihood  of dealing 
with one or more physical 
limitations increases with 
age. CDC data indicates 
that 8 percent of adults 
between the ages of 50 
and 59 have three or more 
physical limitations. That 
figure rises to 27 percent 
among adults age 80 and 
over.

Physical limitations 
may be a part of aging 
for many people, but 
such obstacles need not 

limit seniors looking to 
banish boredom from 
their workout routines. 
In fact, many seniors can 
successfully engage in a 
variety of exercises that 
benefit their bodies and 
are unlikely to grow stale.

•  Water aerobics: 
Sometimes referred to as 
“aqua aerobics,” water 
aerobics may involve 
jogging in the water, leg 
lifts, arm curls, and other 
activities that can safely 
be performed in a pool. 

The YMCA notes that 
water aerobics exercises 
are low impact, which 
can make them ideal for 
seniors with bone and 
joint issues like arthritis.

• Resistance band 
workouts: Resistance 
band workouts can be es-
pecially useful for seniors 
who spend a lot of time at 
home. Resistance bands 
are inexpensive and don’t 
take up a lot of space, mak-
ing them ideal for people 
who like to exercise at 
home but don’t have much 
space. Resistance bands 
can be used to strengthen 
muscles in various parts 

of the body, including 
the legs, arms and back. 
Resistance bands can be 
pulled or pushed in any 
direction, which allows 
for more versatility in 
a workout than weight 
machines and dumbbells. 
That versatility allows 
seniors to spice up their 
workout regimens when 
things get a little stale. 

• Pilates: Pilates is 
another low-impact ex-
ercise that can be ideal 
for seniors with bone and 
joint issues. According to 
SilverSneakers®, a com-
munity fitness program 
for seniors that promotes 

living through physical 
and social engagement, 
Pilates can help seniors 
build overall strength, 
stability and coordination. 
SilverSneakers® even 
notes that seniors can 
experience improvements 
in strength and stability by 
committing to as little as 
10 to 15 minutes of daily 
Pilates exercises.

• Strength training: 
Seniors on the lookout 
for something more chal-
lenging than a daily walk 
around the neighborhood 
should not overlook the 
benefits of strength train-
ing. The CDC notes that 

seniors who participate 
in strength training can 
stimulate the growth of 
muscle and bone, thereby 
reducing their risk for 
osteoporosis and frailty. 
In fact, the CDC notes 
that people with health 
concerns like arthritis or 
heart disease often benefit 
the most from exercise 
regimens that include 
lifting weights a few times 
each week.

Physical limitations 
are a part of aging. But 
seniors need not let such 
limitations relegate them 
to repetitive, boring work-
outs.

There are many effective exercises for seniors
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2016 TOURS
........BRANSON.................................................Lots of FUN, Music & Food

2016 DAY TRIPS
........“Grease”...................................................Old Creamery Theatre
........ ........................
........NASCAR....................................................Chicagoland Speedway - Joliet
........“Oktoberfest” Cruise................................Celebration Belle
........“Fall Festival of Crafts”.............................Sandwich Fairgrounds

............Fall Colors in IA, WI, IL..............................Lunch in Balltown, IA
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.........“Christmas in the Country” Craft Show....Sandwich Schools
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.........Downtown Shopping...............................Chicago

.. .Downtown Shopping...............................Chicago
............“Tinsel & Twang”......................................Starved Rock Lodge
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2022 DAY TRIPS
AUG 25 “Tribute to Piano Man” Celebration River Cruises

SEPT  9 East Troy Electric Train East Troy, WI

SEPT 29 Sandwich Craft Fair Sandwich, IL

OCT  8 “Grease” Fireside Dinner Theatre

OCT 14 Fall Colors in IL, IA, & WI Lunch in Balltown, IA

OCT 20 Fall Colors in IL, IA, & WI Lunch in Balltown, IA

NOV 5 Woodfield Shopping Center Schaumburg, IL

NOV 12 Gurnee Outlet Mall Gurnee, IL

NOV 30 Downtown Shopping Chicago, IL

DEC  3 Downtown Shopping Chicago, IL

DEC  7 Progressive Dinner Starved Rock Lodge, Utica, IL 

DEC 31 New Year’s Eve Ohnward Arts Center, Maquoketa, IA
08152022


