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Pegasus suffers wind damage

By Jeff Helfrich
Rochelle News-Leader

OREGON – The facilities at 
Pegasus Special Riders sustained 
storm damage on Aug. 28 for 
the second time this year, PSR 
Board President Donna Fellows 
said Tuesday.

The nonprofit, located at 6668 
S. Carthage Road near Oregon, 
has been operating since 1997. 
It’s a therapeutic riding program 
for children and adults with spe-
cial needs. Volunteers perform 
all of the required duties, such 
as working with the riders, car-
ing for the horses and facilities, 

raising funds and providing 
the necessary administrative 
support.

The damage on Aug. 28 
included the facility’s loafing 
shed for its horses and severe 
damage to a storage building. 
Back on March 5 of this year, a 
windstorm severely damaged the 
main arena building. High winds 
tore off about 120 feet of canopy, 
twisted the steel frame and the 
large front door was blown off 
and landed inside of the arena.

Pegasus Special Riders has 
been unable to perform any rides 
this year due to the original storm, 
and the recent damage set recov-

ery efforts back. The nonprofit is 
still working with its insurance 
provider for the March 5 storm.

Dave Diveley, the property 
manager at Pegasus Special 
Riders, said the damage in 

March was over $300,000. The 
cost of the most recent damages 
that he knows of so far includes 
$6,500 and around $8,000 for 
two structures. 

Nonprofit sustains storm damage 
for the second time this year

 See PEGASUS, Page 2A

MOUNT MORRIS – The Seventh 
Annual U.S. National Straw Sculpting 
Competition, closed out the final weekend 
with Straw Fest Saturday, Aug. 27th on Mt. 
Morris Campus. 

Four new 2022 “Fine Art in Straw” sculp-
tures, along with 16 additional sculptures 
from past years, will remain on display for all 
to enjoy sunrise to sunset through Sept. 11th.

Winners for the annual event were deter-
mined by Public and Artists Voting. 

* ‘Sunday Bath’ by Steve Lentz of Mon-
tello, Wis., 1st Place People’s and 1st Place 
Artist’s Choice,

* ‘The Catch’ by Juan Zelaya, Hoffman 
Estates, Ill., 2nd Place People’s and 2nd Place 

Artist’s Choice,  
* ‘The Hero Within’ by Doreen White & 

Friends, Foreston, 3rd Place People’s Choice
* ‘Die Schnecke’ by Chris & Cecillia 

Mann, Rockford, 3rd Place Artist’s Choice
The annual ‘Straw Bale Races in the Street’ 

had eight, two-person teams rolling round 
bales 75 feet for time. Each team rolled a 
preliminary round to establish a bracket for 
the races. Working their way through the 
quarter finals, semi-finals and final race, the 
team of Tyler Willman and Levi Schuler, both 
of Pine Creek, won the event. They also had 
the fastest roll of the day with a blistering 
8.91 seconds in the semi-final round. 

“ S u n d a y 
Bath”by Steve 
Lentz of Mon-
tello, Wis., (left) 
was the top win-
ner at the recent 
U.S. National 
Straw Sculpting 
Competition in 
Mount Morris. 
“The Hero With-
in” (below) by 
Doreen White 
& Friends of 
Foreston took 
third place. (Brad 
Jennings photos)

Straw sculpting winners named

 See STRAW, Page 2A

Rochelle Community 
Hospital job insert inside
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Pegasus Special Riders has a 

contractor set up for repairs and 
is waiting on insurance funds, 
which will likely start to be 
disbursed soon from the March 
5 storm. 

“Our contractor needs 20-25 
percent down to order the parts,” 
Diveley said. “Without the insur-
ance money, we don’t have the 
funds to do that.”

Fellows said the nonprofit 
plans to rebuild and start rides 
and lessons as soon as recon-
struction allows. 

“We will go forward,” Fel-
lows said. “We’ve lost a whole 
year of lessons. And that isn’t 
where we get any money. We 
get 99 percent of our money 
from donations. We’ll somehow 
make it work. We always have. 
This is our 25th year of business. 

And this is what we had. No 
business. We haven’t been able 
to do any rides or anything. The 
bad part is, this is like a ghost 
town. Usually we have volun-
teers out here. And because of 
the damage, we were afraid to 
have anyone in the buildings 
because you never know what’s 
going to happen. We’re out of 
commission. Hopefully if we 
can get everything organized, 
we can start in the spring. That’s 
our goal. But that depends on 
the weather for reconstruction.”

Throughout its years when 
possible, PSR has held two 
annual fundraisers. Its family 
picnic is held in June or July and 
riders show their relatives and 
friends what they can do on a 
horse. On July 23 of this year it 
was held for the first time since 
the COVID-19 pandemic, but 
no demonstration was able to be 

held due to the storm damage. 
Pegasus Special Riders also 
holds an annual fundraiser in 
October called the Mane Event, 
but that will have to be put off this 
year due to the storm recovery.

PSR is accepting donations 
to help with the storm recovery 
and they can be made at https://
pegasusspecialriders.org/. Fel-
lows said if knowledgeable and 
capable members of the commu-
nity want to help with the cleanup 
and reconstruction as volunteers, 
they can reach out as well.

Before the March 5 damage, 
Pegasus Special Riders conduct-
ed its lessons inside the arena. It 
planned on doing some outside 
lessons this year, but due to 
the recent damage, that can’t 
happen.

“Every time we’ve thought 
we had a handle on things mov-
ing forward, something like this 

happens and we’re pushed two 
steps back,” Diveley said. “The 
work will be ongoing through 
the winter. Work will have to be 
done on construction of the new 
building and things that have 
been exposed to the weather will 
have to be replaced.”

In years past, PSR has served 
riders from Rockford, Rochelle, 
Dixon, Rock Falls, Sterling, 

Belvidere and other area commu-
nities. Fellows is excited to see 
them again after reconstruction. 

“Our riders and families have 
been without a place to go,” 
Fellows said. “I still get calls 
and have to tell people because 
they don’t know we’re not up and 
running this year. I have them on 
a waiting list for when we know 
we can do it.”

Continued from Page 1A

PEGASUS: Accepting donations, help with repairing damage

Straw Fest also includ-
ed Blacksmith Demos, 
Wild Bulls – Mechanical 
Bull Riding, Rustic Ridge 
– Ax Throwing, a new 
Crafter’s Market, Straw 
Sculpting Awards and 
more. ‘Brass From The 
Past’, a Classic Rock and 
Soul band from Chicago, 
wrapped up the evening 
with a standing ovation 
performance on the Band 

Shell. 
The Eighth Annu-

al U.S. National Straw 
Sculpting Competition 
will be Aug. 11-27th, 2023 
with Straw Fest on Satur-
day, Aug. 26th on the Mt. 
Morris Campus.

ENCORE! Mt. Morris, 
a cultural initiative of Mt. 
Morris Economic Devel-
opment Corp, is funded 
by public donations. 

Learn more at En-
coreMtMorris.com.

Continued from Page 1A

STRAW: Next year’s event  
is already scheduled

High Community College Fitness 
Class - Every Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday the Walk and Stretch Fitness Class 
meets at 9 a.m.  This class helps with 
balance, strength and more.  The cost is 
$40 for 10 weeks (30 classes).  To try the 
class out stop by 9 East Front Street or 
call 815-734-6335

Breakfast with the Mayor – Mt. 
Morris Village President, Phil Labash, 
will be at the Mt. Morris Senior Center for 
breakfast and conversation on Wednesday, 
September 7th 8-10 a.m.  All are welcome 
to join us for biscuits and gravy and 
pancakes.  Call 815-734-6335 for more 
information.

Cookbook Club – The Mt. Morris 
Senior Center and the Mt. Morris Public 
Library are working together to bring back 
the Cookbook Club!  This club will meet 
at the Mt. Morris Senior Center (9 East 
Front Street) on the second Tuesday of 
each month at 5:30 p.m.  Here what you 
need to do to join this group…stop by the 
Library (105 South McKendrie) during 
open hours to check out our cookbook 
of the month, choose a recipe and have 

a copy made, then make your dish, and 
bring it to the club.  We will all be able 
to try all of the dishes and collect all of 
the recipes!  If you have any questions, 
call the Library at 815-734-4927 or the 
Senior Center at 815-734-6335.  See you 
on September 13th at 5:30 p.m.

Help us choose the best – The Mt. 
Morris Senior Center is looking for the 
best in Ogle County.  We are rating each 
restaurant we go to and finding the best 
of the best!  To join us meet at the Senior 
Center at 11:30 a.m. on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 14th to head over to Jay’s in Oregon 
together.  Do they have the best burger 
in Ogle County?  Let’s find out together.

Trivia and Tacos – Play some trivia and 
eat some Tacos at the Mt. Morris Senior 
Center (9 East Front Street) on Thursday, 
September 15th at 6 p.m.  We will play 5 
rounds of trivia with 10 questions each.  
All are welcome!  Please join us!

Make a Kraft with Kerri – Join Kerri 
from Liberty Village in Rochelle to make 
a fun craft together on Friday, September 
16th at 11 a.m.  This is a completely free 
activity and all are welcome!

Mt. Morris Senior Center sets activities
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OREGON – The Oregon Park District 
would like to invite the community to a 
community input meeting on Thursday, 
Sept. 8, at Oregon Park East, inland shelter, 
beginning at 6 p.m.

Park District staff and their consultants 
have developed a proposed schematic 
design for future improvements to Park 
East. The park district completed a com-
prehensive plan in 2017 and is looking 
to upgrade existing infrastructure at each 
park site. 

During the planning phase of the com-
prehensive plan, Park East was discussed 
and many ideas evolved around what the 
future will hold. Programs, amenities and 
other items were vetted to maximize use 
of Park East. 

The next step is gathering input from 
the community and begin to put our ideas 
in play. Please take advantage of this 
change to make your voice count for fu-
ture improvements at Park East. For more 
information contact Oregon Park District 
at 815-732-3101.

Park District is
hosting community 
input event Sept. 8
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Any arrests listed in this paper are 
merely charges and the defendants 
are presumed innocent unless 
proven guilty in a court of law.
Please note that all police reports 
received from the Oregon Police, 
Byron Police, Polo Police, Mt. Morris 

Police, the Ogle County Sheriff’s 
Department and the Illinois State 
Police, will be printed without 
exception.
Requests to omit particular reports 
will not be considered or honored at 
any time.

Report policy
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After a long battle with 
chronic illness compli-
cated by cancer, Cath-
erine “Cathy” Holland 
passed away at her home 
surrounded by love on 
Sunday morning Aug. 28, 
2022. Born Aug. 27, 1952 
in Rockford to Paul and 
Elizabeth Holland. 

Cathy, the third child 
of the original seven, 
grew up in Oregon and 
graduated from Oregon 
High School in 1970. 
She attended Sauk Val-
ley College earning her 
associate degree. After 
graduation, Cathy began 
her career in Human Ser-
vices working as an ASL 
interpreter for the hearing 
impaired. She married 
Bill Prince and started a 
family early in her career. 
Cathy managed to juggle 
being a mom of three 
and building a strong 
community resource for 
the hearing impaired at 
the then named, Blind 
Center. Ever the advocate, 
Cathy was instrumental in 
renaming the Blind Cen-
ter to the Center for Sight 
and Hearing Impaired. As 
a program coordinator, 
Cathy built various ser-
vices and programs that 
reached the communities 
from Northern Illinois 
to Southern Wisconsin. 
Cathy poured herself 

into her work at CSHI for 
well over a decade until a 
dream job presented itself. 

Cathy left her beloved 
community in Rock-
ford to become the ex-
ecutive director at the 
Stone-Hayes Center for 
Independent Living in 
Galesburg. She worked 
tirelessly to build strong 
programs and services for 
the western part of Central 
Illinois. Cathy was a fierce 
advocate for people with 
disabilities espousing 
her rock-solid beliefs in 
inclusivity and indepen-
dence. Unfortunately, she 
developed chronic illness 
and her own disabilities 
making early retirement 
necessary. Cathy spent her 
remaining years traveling 
as often as she could and 
adoring her five grand-
children as their Gram. 

Cathy is survived by 
her dedicated finance, 
John Pulliam, her siblings 
Betsy (Gary Hollinger) 

Potnack, Randy (Shelia) 
Holland of Oregon, Bill 
Holland of Madison, Wis., 
Mary (Neal) Patterson of 
St. Louis, Mo., Joe (Julie) 
Holland of Paris, Tenn., 
and Laura (Mike) Daven-
port of Mundelein, Ill., her 
children, Rachel Prince of 
Chicago, Rebecca (Nate 
Shoemaker) Prince of 
Hanover Park, Ill., and 
David Prince of Rockford, 
and her grandchildren, 
Michael, Liam, Sebastian, 
David, and Lilah. 

She is preceded in 
death by both of her 
parents. 

“Death leaves a heart-
ache no one can heal. Love 
leaves memories no one 
can steal.” We love you, 
Mom.  

A Visitation for Cathy 
was held on Thursday, 
Sept. 1, 2022 from 2-3:30 
p.m. at the Farrell-Hol-
land-Gale Funeral Home, 
110 S. 7th Street in Oregon. 
A 3:30 p.m. Rosary was 
held following the visita-
tion. A Memorial Service 
was held at 4 p.m. at the 
funeral home with the 
Pastor David Rogula and 
family members leading 
the service. A memorial 
fund is established in 
Cathy’ name.  Visit www.
farrellhollandgale.com 
to leave a condolence or 
memory of Cathy.

Catherine Holland

William “Bill” Vincent 
Clark Griswold, 84, of 
Winnebago, died Sat-
urday, Aug. 27, 2022 at 
Medina Nursing Center in 
Durand. He was born Oct. 
3, 1937 in Rockford the 
son of James Edgar and 
Ruth (Clark) Griswold.  

He graduated from 
Oregon High School in 
1955. Bill was a ma-
chinist in the United 
States Navy serving from 
Aug. 8, 1955 to Feb. 1, 
1976 aboard USS ships 
Ranger CVA-61, Fron-
tier AD-25, O’Bannon 
DD-450 and USS subma-
rines Theodore Roosevelt 
SSBN-600, Sam Houston 
SSBN-609 and George C. 
Marshall SSBN-654. He 
was a Nuclear Engineer, 
Senior Instructor at Gro-
ton, CT and retired as a 
Senior Chief Machin-
ist’s Mate. After retiring 
from the U. S. Navy Bill 
worked as a machinist at 
Roper Whitney in Rock-
ford and Kelly Spring-
field Tire Company in 

Freeport.  
Bill married Shirley 

Lou Hayenga on March 
19, 1961 in Rockford. He 
graduated Phi Theta Kap-
pa from Rock Valley Col-
lege in Rockford with an 
Associate in Applied Sci-
ence in Quality Assurance 
Technology on May 15, 
1986. Bill was a member 
of the Oregon Veterans of 
Foreign Wars Post 8739, 
Oregon American Legion 
Post 97, Durand American 
Legion Gold Star Post 676 
and Winnebago Masonic 
Lodge 745 A.F. & A.M.  

Bill is survived by his 

daughter, Dawn (Mike) 
Collins; son, Dan (Staci) 
Griswold; granddaugh-
ters, Samantha Gris-
wold, D’elaine Bejgier; 
great-grandson, Gatlin 
Griswold; sister, Viola 
Garver; several nephews 
and nieces.

Bill is predeceased 
by his wife of 53 years, 
Shirley Griswold; brother, 
Edward Griswold. 

Visitation was 10 a.m., 
followed by Masonic 
Rites at 11 a.m. and then 
a Funeral Service all 
on Saturday, Sept. 3, 
2022, at Genandt Funeral 
Home, 602 N. Elida St., 
Winnebago, with Pastor 
Tim Spickler of New Life 
Bible Church officiating.  

Interment at Winneba-
go Cemetery with Navy 
funeral honors.  In lieu 
of flowers a memorial 
will be established for 
the Winnebago Public 
Library.  For an online 
obituary and tributes go 
to www.genandtfuneral-
home.com.

William Griswold

KINGS  – Lowell 
Lathrop Hayes, 93, of 
Kings, passed away 
peacefully at home on 
Aug. 30, 2022. Born in 
Kings on June 18, 1929, 
he was the son of Earl 
Hayes and Amy (Lath-
rop) Hayes and brother 
to Adelaide (Pablo) 
Chavez, Emery (Jean-
nine Tegner) Hayes, 
and LaVonne (Earl) 
Huebner. 

Lowell graduated 
with a BA from the 
University of Illinois 
at Urbana-Champaign 
in Economics and was 
one of a select few stu-
dents who worked The 
Morrow Plots. He often 
reflected on his time 
hitchhiking from Kings 
to Champaign, as well as 
his time as a dishwasher 
for one of the sororities 
on campus as his way 
to pay for school. His 
fondness of the Univer-
sity was always present 
as he was often seen 
sporting his Fighting 
Illini gear and watching 
their football games.

One of the most im-
pactful parts of Lowell’s 
life was his patriotism 
and love of country. He 
served in the United 
States Army from 1951 
to 1954 as combat in-
fantry during the Korean 
War (October 1952 to 
July 1953) in the 7th 
Infantry Division, 32nd 
Regiment, Companies 
A and D. Lowell was 
the machine gun section 
leader on Old Baldy, 
Iron Triangle, and Pork 
Chop Hill and received 
two Purple Hearts and 
a Bronze Star with a 
V device for Valor. In 
2013, Lowell and his 
wife, along with his son 
and daughter-in-law, 
traveled to Seoul, South 
Korea to participate in 
The Revisit Korea Pro-
gram put on by the Re-

public of Korea (ROK) 
government as a means 
to say thank you to all 
UN veterans of the Kore-
an War and their family 
members. Lowell was 
quite surprised when he 
was welcomed into ROK 
and constantly given 
thanks for his service.

As a life-long farmer, 
Lowell always believed 
hard work and dedica-
tion will take you far. He 
began farming with his 
father from a very young 
age, raising oats, corn, 
hay, and beef cattle. 
Lowell then went on as 
an adult to farm Hayes 
and Hayes Farms with 
his son, Mark, where 
the tradition of hard 
work and dedication 
continued to the next 
generation, farming corn 
and soybeans and raising 
hogs, eventually focus-
ing on no-till crops and 
ground conservation.

Lowell continued his 
education throughout 
his years as an avid 
reader and researcher 
of economics, farming, 
politics, and history. 
In addition to being a 
farmer, he was the patri-
arch of the Hayes clan, 
raising two generations 
of kids with his wife, 
Jeanne, and instilled the 
importance of family 
and taking care of one 
another in each of his 
children, grandchildren 
and great-grandchil-
dren.

Lowell and Jeanne 
volunteered for many 

years at Iron Mountain 
Hospital where they 
would take other veter-
ans to physical therapy 
and bring them lunch; 
he would spend much 
of that time talking with 
the veteran patients 
who often had no one 
else to talk to, a cause 
to which he was deeply 
committed.

Lowell is survived 
by his loving wife of 57 
years, Jeanne (Lasher, 
Hubbard) Hayes, his 
son, Mark (Danette) 
Hayes, and daughters, 
Jodi Appel and Viki 
(Larry) Bigelow, his 
grandchildren, Amanda 
(Isaac) Rudolph, Laura 
(Richard) Hines, Nich-
olas (Michelle Brackey) 
Fry, Thomas (Alma) 
Bigelow, and Amy (Ja-
son) Bigelow-Rybacki, 
and his many beloved 
great-grandchildren. 
Lowell was also a men-
tor to many local “kids” 
in the community, in-
cluding his “second son” 
Lynn Blackmore, al-
ways sharing his life, ex-
periences, and strength 
with them.

Lowell would always 
tell people, “I’m just an 
old soldier; I try to serve 
where I can.” He may 
have thought of himself 
as “just an old soldier,” 
but to his family, friends, 
and community, he was 
a true hero.

The visitation will be 
from 4-7:30 p.m., Fri-
day, Sept. 9, 2022 at the 
Unger-Horner Funeral 
Home, 400 N. 6th St., 
Rochelle. A service will 
be held at a future time 
with interment follow-
ing in Arlington Nation-
al Cemetery. Memorials 
may be made to OSF 
St. Anthony Hospital in 
Lowell’s memory.  Visit 
www.ungerhorner.com 
to sign the online guest 
book.

Lowell Hayes

BYRON – Richard 
“Arnie”  Messer, 88, of 
Byron died Thursday, 
Aug. 25, 2022 in Swed-
ish-American Hospital, 
Rockford. He was born 
Oct. 1, 1933 the son of 
Kenneth and Mildred 
(Pettinger) Messer. He 
married Betty Houpt in 
Mt. Morris on June 1, 
1962.

Arnie worked in the 
printing industry for 
Kable Printing, Rock-
ford Morning Star 
Newspaper, and CCS 
in Oregon. He enjoyed 
camping and playing 
cards and attended many 
high school sporting 

events.
Arnie is survived 

by his wife Betty, son, 
Ron (Paul Williams) 
Messer of McKinney, 
Texas, daughter-in-law, 
Brandie Messer, grand-
children, Brett (Emi-
ly Lund) Messer and 
Devan (Seth) Kuss all 
of Stillman Valley, one 
great grandbaby due any 
day, and sister, Linda 
(Clarence) Bechtold of 
Mt. Morris and several 
nieces and nephews. 

He was preceded in 
death by 2 sons, Kevin 
and Steven and 8 broth-
ers, Gene, Glenn, Bill, 
Darrell, Charles, Jim, 

Doug, and Tom.
Visitation was held 

Sunday, Aug. 28, 2022 
at Farrell-Holland-Gale 
Funeral Home, 506 W. 
Merchant. St., Byron 
beginning at 2 p.m. and 
concluding with the fu-
neral service at 4 p.m. 
with Rev. Randy Snider 
officiating. Burial in 
Oakwood Cemetery in 
Mt. Morris on Monday at 
11a.m. Memorials may 
be directed to Village of 
Progress Special Olym-
pics, Oregon.

To leave an online 
condolence, please visit 
www.farrellhollandgale.
com

Richard Messer

Exercise with Ronna Tuesdays at 9-10:15 a.m. and Thursdays at 11 a.m. 
and 12:15 p.m.

Line dancing Sept. 6 and Sept. 20 at 12:30 p.m.
Sept. 9 – Birthday Bingo 10 a.m.
Sept. 14 – Cooking Demo 11:30 a.m., Italian Bistecca Sandwich
Sept. 12 – Breakfast Club Meet at Parkway restaurant in Sterling 9:30 a.m.
Sept. 16 – Lunch Theatre at White Pines, those who signed up meet at 

the Pines at 11:20 a.m. 
Sept. 19 – Movie Monday 11 a.m.; Troop Zero starring Jim Gaffigan, Al-

lison Janney and Viola Davis. Heartwarming family movie, set in rural 
Georgia 1977, misfit girl dreams of life in outer space.

Sept. 21 – 11 a.m. Crafts, The Petal Pushers, Autumn Craft with dried 
pressed flowers

Sept. 23 – 11 a.m. PASS Luncheon - Pork Chops, Sweet potatoes with 
apple, Program TBA

Sept. 26 – 2 .p.m Caregiver Support group for families caring for a loved 
one with Alzheimer’s/Dementia

Polo Senior Center has activities planned

Byron Seniors will meet Sept.12 at noon at the Forest Preserve District in Byron.
Call Linda Stevens at 847-529-2439 if you have any questions. All seniors 

are welcome.

Seniors welcome to Byron event on Sept. 12



Half Way To  
St. Patrick’s Day!!
CORNED BEEF AND 
CABBAGE DINNER!!
Saturday, Sept. 10th, 4-8pm!

Oregon VFW 
Post 8739

1310 W Washington St. 
Oregon, IL 61068 

815-732-6851 08292022

Thank You
The family of Leona Groenhagen would like to 
sincerely thank all of our relatives, friends, and 
neighbors for their words of comfort, cards, food, 
flowers, memorial donations, and support during 
our loss. Your outpouring of love was so very much 
appreciated and of such great comfort to our family.

Special thanks to the management, staff, and nurses 
at Liberty Village and Serenity Hospice and Home 
for the loving care and compassion that they pro-
vided. Thank you to the Oregon Ambulance Ser-
vice. Thank you to Tom Gale and the staff at Farrell 
Holland Gale Funeral Home. Thank you to Merlin’s 
Flowers. Thank you to Pastor Steve Erickson and 
Pastor Andrew Kayes. You all made such a differ-
ence during this difficult time.

We are truly blessed to have so many wonderful
people in our lives.

Robert Groenhagen, Linda and Mark Wills, Larry 
and Joyce Groenhagen, Gary and Joan Groenhagen, 
and the entire family.

09052022
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LOCAL NEWS
OREGON – After a three-year 

pause, the Village of Progress’ Annual 
Awards Banquet is back!

Join us as we celebrate the accom-
plishments of those who attend the 
Village and the many volunteers who 
donate their time and talent.

It’s a great evening to spotlight our 
Ogle County men and women with 

developmental disabilities.  They value 
your support, and so do we.

The annual dinner will be held at 
St. Mary’s Leaning Center, Oregon on 
Wednesday, Oct. 19.  Dinner begins at 
6:30 p.m.  Tickets can be purchased by 
calling 815-732-2126.  The cost is $15 
for adults, $5 for ages 5 to 12, and free 
for those age 4 and under.

VOP banquet returns Oct. 19

MOUNT MORRIS – A new minis-
try for kids – and their families – begins 
Sunday, Sept. 11 at the Evangelical Free 
Church of Mt. Morris.

Kingdom Kids will launch during 
the 10 a.m. worship service.

“Kingdom Kids is a Sunday morning 
church program designed especially for 
children,” said director Jody Rozanas. 
“Boys and girls, ages 4-9, will learn 
about God’s love for the world, in-
cluding us, through music and song, 
engaging lessons, and fun activities.”

She said EFCMM has completely 
remodeled a room in its Christian Ed-
ucation Center to be used specifically 
as a children’s ministry space. 

The bright, colorful room includes 
multi-media capabilities for lessons and 
activities, and provides a welcoming 
atmosphere for the students.

The program is intended to benefit 
not only the youngsters who attend but 
also their parents.

“Kingdom Kids is a good thing for 
families,” said Rozanas, who is an ele-
mentary school teacher. “For children, 
it provides a safe and wholesome en-
vironment for them to learn about and 
worship God, along with other kids.

“For parents, it allows them to attend 
church without distraction and the 
concern that their little ones may not 
be able to sit through an entire service. 
At the EFCMM, we have a passion for 
strengthening families and connecting 
with our community. We believe the 
Kingdom Kids program helps us to 
do this.”

The church is located at 102 S. 
Seminary Ave., Mt. Morris, and the 
Christian Education Center is directly 
across the street. 

Worship services are held each 
Sunday at 10 a.m. preceded by Sunday 
School for all ages at 8:30 a.m. Child 
care is available for children younger 
than 4 years old.

Mt. Morris church has new ministry

OREGON – The Ore-
gon Rotary Club Founda-
tion is happy to be able to 
offer the annual College 
Scholarship opportunity.  

Application résumés 
can be accepted via email 
to the Scholarship Chair-
person, Hollie Guist, Jr.  
at hguistjr@gmail.com 
or mailed to the Guist 
Agency at P.O. Box 296, 
Oregon, IL 61061 from 
now until Sept. 15.

Please keep in mind 

that the financial need or 
status of candidate will 
not be a factor. Make 
sure to include an email 
address and phone num-
ber somewhere on your 
application.

Applicants must be 
residents of the Oregon 
Community Unit School 
District. Applicants must 
also have completed at 
least one year at a col-
lege or university or one 
semester at a trade school.

Applicant must submit 
a résumé application 
including:

* name and contact 
information of student

* name of school
* major area of study
* class standing (soph-

omore, junior, senior)
* cumulative grade 

point average
* extracurricular ac-

tivities while in college
* other information 

the student feels relevant

Scholarship applications being accepted

The 53rd annual Knights of Columbus Tootsie Roll drive in Oregon and Mt. 
Morris will be held Sept. 9 and 10.  

Last year we raised $5,600 with help of a few businesses and from Knight 
families and friends. The funds that were raised help to support the Knights of 
Columbus programs in Illinois, such as Special Olympics and homes for some 
intellectually disabled.  Local organizations who also split $4,740 were: Village of 
Progress, Oregon School district special education program, and Stouffer Terrace.

We want to thank to people in Oregon and Mt. Morris for their generous sup-
port again this year.

Annual Tootsie Roll sale now underway

Denise Heller, Pecatonica, makes and sells knitted dish cloths, Teddy Bears and 
assorted crotched items. Stop by Byron Hairy Cow Farmer’s Market on Saturday 
mornings from 8 am to noon next to the Hairy Cow Brewery. Last week we had 30 
vendors. For information, contact Taryn Bradley at 815-985-6042 or at pchicksinstruc-
tor@gmail.com or contact the Byron Hairy Cow Farmer’s Market Facebook page.

Farmer’s market

MOUNT MORRIS – 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
in Mt. Morris is hosting 
a free block party for the 
greater Mt. Morris com-
munity on Sunday, Sept. 
18, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

It will be held on their 
lawn at the intersection 
of Brayton Road and 
Ogle Street in Mt. Morris, 
weather permitting.  

There will be fun and 
food for all ages including 
a bounce house, obstacle 
course, corn-hole tourna-
ment, and piñata. The Mt. 
Morris Fire Department 
will have a fire truck 
onsite for a closer look at 
their big equipment and 
to talk to fire personnel. 
Hope of Ogle County will 

information explaining 
their services. Walking 
tacos, cookies and drinks 
will be served.

The Fiesta Block Party 
is a free event offered by 
Trinity Lutheran Church, 
308 E. Brayton Road 
in Mt. Morris. Their 
mission, “Believing in 
Christ, we are called to 
grow and sent to serve” 
is lived through local and 
global service projects 
that run the gamut from 
creating health kits and 
quilts for world relief 
programs to providing 
free pajamas to area fam-
ilies at Christmas. Other 
ministries include a free 
Summer Lunch Program, 
and Strong Girls 2 Wom-

en (#SG2W), a program 
for preteen girls that 
teaches self-respect and 
empowerment (#iame-
nough). Worship services 
are in-person Saturday 
evenings and Sunday 
mornings, and available 
online on their website, 
YouTube channel and 
FaceBook page. Weekly 
podcasts from Pastor Josh 
Ehrler are on buzzsprout.
com and iTunes.

For more information 
about Trinity’s mission, 
ministries and programs 
call 815-734-6354, email 
trinitymmoffice@gmail.
com, visit www.trinitym-
mil.net, or follow them on 
FaceBook, YouTube and 
Instagram. 

Church hosting block party Sept. 18

POLO – Grab your leash and strut your mutt at Doggy Dash 2022, a fundraiser 
for Granny Rose Animal Shelter in Dixon.

The Dash is scheduled for Saturday, Sept. 10, from 8 a.m.-noon at Polo High School.
Dogs and their owners will team up to run a 3-mile race or .6-mile fun walk to 

raise funds for Granny Rose Animal Shelter. 
To add to the fun, a pet/owner costume contest is also scheduled.
No dog? No problem. Register to participate in either course as a pet lover or 

simply register to donate.
Register online at doggy-dash.cheddarup.com. Register today to participate in 

PCHS Student Council’s Doggy Dash as paws hit the path to help homeless pets.

Student council’s Doggy Dash to help homeless pets

BYRON – There will 
be a Vintage Christmas 
item sale Sept. 23 and 
Sept. 24, 9 a.m.-6 p.m., 
and Sept. 25 from 9 a.m.-
noon at St. Mary’s, 226 E. 
2nd St. Byron. 

Proceeds go to the St. 
Vincent de Paul Society, 
helping those struggling in 
the area. Trees, garlands, 
lights, decorations, cook-
books, crafts, candles, 
figurines, tableware, lin-
ens (maybe even an ugly 
sweater!) 

For more information 
contact Kathy Connors 
at 815-520-6147, cubs-
time1@yahoo.com. 

Vintage 
Christmas 
item sale 
Sept. 23-25

Deadline 
for all items 

is 3 p.m. 
Wednesday



Blake Automotive
3678 IL 64, Mt. Morris  815-734-7228

Full-ServiceFull-Service
Auto Repair & Auto Repair & 
MaintenanceMaintenance
From factory-schedule From factory-schedule 
maintenance to emergency maintenance to emergency 
repairs and towing, we offer repairs and towing, we offer 
trusted service and great rates trusted service and great rates 
for unbeatable value.for unbeatable value.

05302022 ROCHSIGS

900 N. 2nd St., Rochelle
rochellehospital.com

HANK’S REPAIR

54 Stephenson St.
German Valley

815-362-3451

• Install Jasper Engines  
& Transmissions

• General Automotive
• Tires
• A.S.E. Certified

09
05

20
22

Funeral and Burial Prearrangement
and Prefinancing Available

303 E. Main St.
857-2611

204 S. Ottawa Ave.
288-2241

Christopher E. Jones Patrick R. Jones, Jr. 815-734-6267815-734-6267815-734-6267815-734-6267

Dan's Auto RepairDan's Auto Repair
Complete Auto & Truck ServicesComplete Auto & Truck Services

Dan's Auto RepairDan's Auto Repair
Complete Auto & Truck ServicesComplete Auto & Truck Services

Locally Owned & Operated, Serving the Community for Over 29 Years!

• Minor to Major • Complete Diagnostics
• Brakes • Engine/Transmission
• Oil Change • Domestic & Most Foreign Cars

Dan Raney
Owner/Operator

4377 E. Rt. 64
Mt. Morris, IL 08

29
20

22
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22

Farm Systems 
815-493-2620
Milledgeville 
815-225-7101

Energy Dept. 
815-493-2483

West Warehouse 
815-493-2800

Main Office 815-493-2181

SMITH, BIRKHOLZ & MORROW, P.C.
LAW OFFICES

09052022

DAVID SMITH
JENNIFER L. BIRKHOLZ 

ERIC D. MORROW

Bushman’s Service
On Farm Tire Service

Milledgeville, IL

815-225-7411

309 N. Washington St., 
Milledgeville, IL 61051

09
05

20
22
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Labor Day marks the un-
official end of summer. Even 
though summer officially ends 
a few weeks after Labor Day, 
a new school year begins for 
most students by Labor Day, 
and the lazy, hazy days spent 
on the beach give way to a new 
school year.

It’s no wonder that so many 
people want to capture the last 
of the summer magic before it’s 
gone for another year; Labor 
Day getaways help people hold 
on to summer just a little longer. 
Explore these tips to make Labor 
Day trips a bit more safe and 
convenient.

Leave extra time
Roadways are bound to be 

busy with other Labor Day 
weekend travelers, particularly 
for those headed to seaside lo-
cales or campgrounds. One way 
to avoid some of the traffic is 
to depart from home in the wee 
hours of the morning or late at 
night. Leave plenty of time to 
get to your destination so you 
won’t be tempted to speed or 
drive erratically. Utilize GPS 
and mobile phone mapping apps 
to identify routes that can help 
you avoid traffic.

Be cautious of the weather
Extreme temperatures can 

be a concern even this late in 
the season. The American Red 
Cross urges travelers to remain 
hydrated by drinking plenty of 
fluids while en route to desti-
nations or while engaging in 
Labor Day fun. Avoid strenuous 
exercise during the hottest part 

of the day. Strong storms can 
blow through in an instant, so 
keep track of weather alerts and 
find shelter if a thunderstorm 
approaches while on the beach 
or in other areas where lightning 
strikes occur more readily.

Plan ahead
Labor Day vacationers num-

ber in the millions. Hotels and 
motels will be in demand, driv-
ing up rates, and airfare prices 
could soar. Book early to secure 
the best prices available and to 
guarantee you have accommo-

dations.

Consider a bundled vacation
Package deals at destinations 

can save you a considerable 
amount of money. Fly.com al-
lows users to search the site for 
destination-appropriate pack-
ages that can combine airfare 
with hotel and car rentals to 
save money.

Look for lifeguards
If the plan is to swim in a lake, 

river or the ocean, select areas 
that have lifeguards available. 

Always swim sober and with a 
buddy. Even strong swimmers 
can be caught off guard by 
the power of water, which can 
include rip currents or rushing 
rapids.

Watch alcohol intake
Never drink alcohol while op-

erating a vehicle en route to and 
from Labor Day festivities. Have 
a designated driver available if 
need be. Also, vacationers must 
recognize that alcohol can con-
tribute to dehydration. Choose 
non-alcoholic and decaffeinated 

beverages to stay hydrated in 
warm weather.

Consider smaller airports
It may seem more convenient 

to utilize larger airport hubs for 
travel, but driving a little further 
to smaller, regional airports can 
help you save money on fares. 
Plus, these airports may be less 
crowded, helping to calm stress 
and make the overall trip a little 
easier.

Labor Day travel is about to 
heat up, and a few tips can make 
plans go more smoothly.

LOCAL NEWS

Tips for Labor Day getaways and more 

STAN’S PERFORMANCE
FULL SERVICE GARAGE

Computer Diagnostic • Brakes • Tires • Oil Change
Transmission Care

We Do It All – Give Us A Try!

815-734-4272
                                      409 E. Hitt St • Mt. Morris 
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Fritz’s Wooden Nickel
Restaurant & Lounge

Downtown
Stillman Valley
815-645-9828

09262016

120 W. South St., Franklin Grove, IL
815-456-2334

09
26

20
16

815.732.7510 (office) 
815.732.3359 (fax)

Casco Tax and
Accounting Inc.
Tax Preparation and Accounting Services

Over 35 years of Tax and 
Accounting experience

Roger M. Castle CPA
cascotax@gmail.com

123 S. Fourth Street, Oregon, Illinois 61061

9304 N. Valley Rd., Stillman Valley, IL. 
Phone 815-645-8527 • Fax 815-645-2457 
cornerstone@t6b.com
cornerstoneembroideryllc.com

Embroidery * Screen Printing * Sublimation
School Spiritwear * Corporate Apparel
Team Uniforms * Athletic Equip.
Trophies & Laser Engraving * Banners
Wilson Equipment Dealer

126 W. 2nd Street, Byron, IL 
Phone 815-234-5121 
Fax 815-645-2457

Embroidery * Screen Printing * Sublimation
School Spiritwear * Corporate Apparel
Team Uniforms * Athletic Equip.
Trophies & Laser Engraving * Banners
Wilson Equipment Dealer

10102016

(815) 288-4648
Fax: (815) 288-1599

heartland1254@gmail.com

Matthew 
Hermes
Managing Broker

www.heartlandrealtyonline.com

Rochelle • New Milford • Creston • Byron
815-562-3838

www.holcomb.bank

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle

Loans For All Your Needs
* Auto * Home Improvement * Vacations

Give Us A Call - 815   561   4035!

Jami Hackman, Mgr. Nikki Lynch

C
C
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For All Your Feed Needs
Valentine Feed Sales

(815) 946-3900
1185 N. Valentine

Polo, Illinois

C
C

20
17

310 N. Walnut Ave., Forreston, IL 61030
815-938-2000

08282017

Wed.-Sat. 10-5

By The Tracks
12554 E. Rte 64, Kings, IL

Basketcases Unlimited
DeKalb County’s Oldest Quilt Shop - 25 years in business

Gift certificates available!
Quilting supplies, Longarm quilting service,  

Basket making supplies
 10 am-4 pm Mon-Sat, Closed Sunday.

26271 Malta Rd., Clare, IL – (just 1 mile north of Rt. 64)
815-393-3414 • basketcasesunlimited.com
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Tues., Sept. 6

Young Widows group will 
meet from 6-7 p.m. at The Se-
renity Home, 1658 S IL RT 2, 
Oregon. This group is for ages 
55 and under. To register please 
call 815-732-4111 by noon.

Book club at the Mount Mor-
ris Senior Center, 11 a.m. This 
month our book club is reading 
The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel 
by Deborah Moggach. We will 
discuss the book at 11 a.m. and 
then we will have lunch and 
watch the movie together.  To 
sign up call 815-734-6335.

Thurs., Sept. 8

Lunch Group will meet at 
11:30. We will meet at Nava 
Family Restaurant, 4449 IL 64, 
in Mt. Morris. This group is for 
anyone in the community. To 
register please call 815-732-4111 
by 10 a.m.

Fri., Sept. 9

C.A.F.E. will meet from 9-10 
a.m. at The Serenity Home, 
1658 S IL RT 2,  Oregon, IL.  
This group is open to all adult 
bereaved in the community. To 
register please call 815-732-4111 

by 4 p.m. on Sept. 8.
Diamond Art will meet at The 

Serenity Shed from 9-11 a.m. To 
register please call 815-732-4111 
by 4 p.m. on Sept. 8.

The New Beginnings Al-Anon 
Family Group meets each Friday 
morning at 10 a.m. at the KSB 
Medical Clinic, 1107 S. Division 
(Route 52), in Polo. The meeting 
is also on Zoom; information for 
that option may be acquired by 
calling 815-732-7616.

Sat., Sept. 10

Byron’s Hairy Cow Farm-

er’s Market is 8 a.m. to noon, 
Sunshine Park, IL Route 2 and 
Peru St, Byron.  Featuring local 
seasonal produce, plants, baked 
goods, area crafters and more.  
For information, contact Taryn 
Bradley at 815-985-6042 or at 
pchicksinstructor@gmail.com 
or the Byron Hairy Cow Farm-
er’s Market Facebook page.

 

Please send your items for 
the weekly Community Calen-
dar to bjennings@oglecoun-
tylife.com. Deadline for all 
items is 3 p.m. Wednesday.

Brought to you by these sponsors:

Rock River Center is a resource center 
located at 810 S. 10th Street, Oregon.  
Do you need help with Benefit Access 
Application for a license plate discount, 
Medicare, housing, homemaker service, 
heating assistance or other things?  Our 
Information & Assistance Specialists are 
available at various locations throughout 
Ogle County. Our activities and trips are 
open to all ages.  Call our office at 815-
732-3252 with any questions.  Visit us 
on the web at www.rockrivercenter.org 
and like us on Facebook. Registration is 
requested if you plan to attend a scheduled 
program or class.  Just give us call 815-
732-3252.  Thank you for your support 
in this matter.

September 2022 Yoga for alla ges
Jennifer Pierce EdD, leads movement 

and exercises using yoga and mindfulness 
concepts.

Incorporating these techniques into 
your lifestyle can enhance health, in-
crease strength, improve balance & flexi-
bility, and reduce depression and anxiety.

Class is Friday, from 10-11 a.m. Sept. 
2, 9, 16, 23 and 30. The cost is $5 per 
class. Advance registration and payment 
required.   

All participants should arrive 5-10 
minutes before the class starts; bring a 
yoga mat, water bottle, and wear loose-fit-
ting clothing. Contact Rock River Center 
at 815-732-3252 to sign up.

Save the date
Friday, Oct, 14, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Health & Wellness Fair at Rock River 

Center. Ogle County Health Department 
will hold a flu shot clinic.

September Croquet
We have a fun outdoor activity planned 

on the second and fourth Wednesday of 
the month through Sept. 28. All skill 

levels welcome.  
Game Time is 10-11:30 a.m. on Sept. 

14 and 28 at Lions Park, 10th and Webster.
Registration at 815-732-3252 – regis-

ter for Sept. 14, by Sept. 12 and register 
for Sept. 28, by Sept. 26

Players should meet and park at Lions 
Park at 10 am on game day. Call the 
Center if weather is questionable. This 
is a free event open to all ages.

Five Keys to Retiring Fearlessly
Are you wondering if you will be ready 

for retirement?
Mr. Shawn Blobaum, Financial 

Consultant at Thrivent Financial will 
be at Rock River Center on Wednesday, 
September 7 from 10:30-11:30 a.m. He 
will discuss the five key items to consider 
when preparing for your retirement.

Advance registration requested by 
Sept. 5 to accommodate seating.  Please 
call Rock River Center at 815-732-3252 
if you plan on attending.

Sept. 8 Outing
Hike at the Bald Hill Prairie Preserve. 

$5 Trans/Activity Fee payable at RRC 
before departure

Registration deadline is Sept. 6. Lunch 
(on your own) afterward.

Property Tax Freeze
This exemption “freezes” your as-

sessed value at a certain level and base 
year, depending on what year you orig-
inally applied.  Your future real estate 
tax bills are calculated at this “frozen” 
assessed value, thereby slowing the in-
crease of your property taxes.  You must 
re-apply for this exemption every year.

Although your assessed value is frozen 
under this exemption, tax bills can con-
tinue to increase if spending by any of the 
local units of government (like schools, 
cities, parks, etc) goes up.  Also, please 

be aware that you may, later in the year, 
receive a “change of assessment notice” 
if the township assessor has re-evaluated 
your property.  This will in no way affect 
your status under this senior assessment 
freeze exemption.  Real estate taxes are 
calculated on your “frozen” assessed 
value.

To qualify, you must meet guidelines 
as follows:

You must be 65 or older, own and use 
the property as your principle residence

Your total income, and the income of 
any other individuals using the property 
as their principle residence, must be less 
than $65,000.

Benefit Access Program
The Benefit Access Program allows 

you to get a discount on your license 
plate sticker.  The cost of your sticker 
could be as low as $24.00.

To qualify, you must meet income 
guidelines as follows:

* You must be 65 years of age or older 
by December 31 of the current year; or

* You must be 16 years of age or older 
and totally disabled before January 1 of 
this year

Your 2021 annual income must be 
less than:

* $33,562 for a 1 person household
* $44,533 for a 2 person household
* $55,500 for a 3 person household
You must live in Illinois at the time 

you file your application.

2022 Heating Assistance
LIHEAP
Colder weather is just around the cor-

ner and we all will be experiencing higher 
utility bills as we need to turn on the heat 
in our homes.  There are two programs 
that help those with low income pay for 
their heating utility bills.

The LIHEAP program continues to 

accept applications for assistance with 
paying heating bills.  

Tri County Opportunities Council is 
the agency that processes those applica-
tions and is available in Ogle County as 
listed below, by appointment only.

The Oregon Tri-County Office is lo-
cated inside the Rock River Center, 810 
S 10th Street.

Appointments are available on Mon-
day through Friday from 9 a.m.-3 p.m.

Call 815-732-2907 for an appointment 
in Oregon.

Please have copies made of all of your 
documentation before your appointment.

You can call their Rock Falls office for 
more details at 800-323-5434.

In order to qualify, your household 
must meet the following income guide-
lines, no more than 200% of the poverty 
level.  For a 1-person household the 
30-day income limit is $2,265; 2-person 
household is $3,052, 3-person household 
is $3,838, etc.

Support groups

Cancer Support Group
Meets: 4th Wednesday of March, June, 

Sept. & November
Time: 2-3 p.m.

Caregiver Support Group
Meets: 1ST and 3RD Tuesday of 

each month
Time: 10-11 a.m.

Diabetic Support Group
Meets: 1st Wednesday of each 

month
Time: 11 a.m.-noon

Low Vision Group
Meets: 2nd and 4th Tuesday of 

the month
Time: Noon-1:30 p.m.

Rock River Center has upcoming classes, activities set
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VIEWPOINT
The Ogle County Life is a division of 

News Media Corporation.
"Congress shall make no law. . .

abridging the freedom of speech or of the press"

Published every Monday
Mike Feltes, General Manager

Brad Jennings, Editor

MOMENTS IN 
TIME

Many young couples not kid friendly

LIFE letters' 
policy

Concise letters are most likely to be 
chosen for publication, but the use of any 
material is at the discretion of manage-
ment. All letters must be signed or they 
will not be considered for publication.

During election times, no letters written 
by the candidates endorsing themselves 
will be considered for publication.

Editing may be necessary for space, 
clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but 
ideas will not be altered. Writers are urged 
to use discretion and refrain from sarcasm 
or personal attacks. 

Criticism of individuals or organizations 
that is not broached tactfully will jeop-
ardize the publication of a letter. Letters 
will be published in the order that they 
are received, unless there is a time factor 
involved, space permitting.

By Brad Jennings

Living
the Life

I still remember the 
day both of my children 
were old enough to start 
school. It was like getting 
the biggest raise ever.

Why? Daycare. We had 
two kids going to daycare 
and it cost hundreds a 
week, even in the mid-
90s. That was a ton of 
money for a journalist and 
a teacher to afford.

And it has only got-
ten worse. The cost of 
childcare has actually 
risen quickly over the last 
couple of years. Some 
families, I have read, 
are paying more than 20 
percent of their household 
income on childcare.

I don’t care who you 
are, that is expensive.

That is one reason why 
many younger people, 
Generation Z and Millen-
nials, are choosing to not 
have children. I, for one, 
can’t blame them.

In 2020, the birth rate 
fell 4 percent, which was 
the largest single-year de-
crease in nearly 50 years. 
That might not seem like 
a lot, but over the years it 
is a lot fewer babies being 
born.

There will always be 
people who want to have 
babies and a lot of them. 
Often, the reason is reli-
gious. Or people just want 

to have babies. There is 
nothing wrong with that.

But there is also nothing 
wrong with not wanting to 
have children, and the 
number choosing not to 
is growing steadily. Even 
people who are choosing 
to have children are not 
having as many, maybe 
just one or two.

Childcare costs are 
just one part of the rea-
son many are choosing to 
not have children. Many 
younger couples are both 
professionals who are 
career oriented and a kid 
just doesn’t fit in with their 
plans. That is something 
we have seen in society 
for years.

But something that 
many people mention in 
the materials I have read 

is the current state of the 
world. Who would want 
to bring a child into a 
world of raging anger and 
violence? Seriously, look 
at the signs some people 
have displayed at their 
homes. Do you want your 
impressionable children 
exposed to that? Do you 
want the rantings and rav-
ings of people everywhere 
from social media to the 
grocery store to be in your 
kid’s face daily?

Many people don’t, and 
it is it hard to blame them. 
Our country is a cesspool 
of division right now, and 
I can only see it getting 
worse.

There is also the planet 
itself, which we are slowly 
killing. Man has done a lot 
of damage to the planet 
and environment. And 
with climate change, the 
future is simply not look-
ing that great. Heat, yes, 
but also more storms and 
floods. There are a lot of 
unknowns, so why risk 
bringing a child into it, 
some might ask.

And if that child gets 
sick? Well, get ready for 
the bills to pile up. As we 
know, the healthcare sys-
tem in the U.S. is difficult 
to navigate and very, very 
expensive. A struggling 
young family might not 

be able to afford simple 
medications.

Most developed coun-
tries in the world have 
universal healthcare, but 
we do not. We do it the 
old-fashioned way – make 
people broke trying to stay 
healthy. Even those with 
good medical insurance 
take to social media for 
GoFundMe money. It is 
pathetic we have to do that 
in this country.

Finally, some people 
just don’t like kids. And 
that number also seems 
to be growing. Look, I 
love my kids (especially 
now that they are adults), 
but they can be gross little 
things. That is fine for 
most people, me included, 
but not for everyone.

Let’s face it, kids can 
be whiny, needy little balls 
of difficulty. Not everyone 
wants to deal with that. I 
get it.

We are in no danger of 
people stopping having 
children all together, of 
course. But a slowdown 
will be felt at schools, in 
taxes collected and fewer 
screaming kids at local 
restaurants to ruin your 
meal.

Hey, I think I just found 
the silver lining. 

Brad Jennings is Editor 
of The Ogle County Life.

Dear Editor,
As someone who fol-

lows local and national 
news reports, I must tell 
you I am worried about the 
recent extreme heat and 
wildfires raging across the 
country. I feel for people 
who lose their lives and 
livelihoods to extreme 
weather, and I’m scared 
that it’s only a matter of 
time until it directly hits 
me and my community.

Seeing headlines in lo-
cal news outlets covering 
these climate disasters 
made me realize that most 
news stories show no con-
nection between them and 
their main cause: fossil 
fuels. This is dangerous, 
because many people 

will continue to refuse 
to see that longer, hotter, 
and deadlier summers are 
caused and perpetuated by 
the disastrous coal, oil, and 
gas projects - and the fossil 
fuel industry.

The science is clear – 
the longer we allow coal, 
oil, and gas companies to 
dig and burn, the worse 
the impacts of the climate 
crisis will be. With every 
fraction of a degree of 
warming, we’ll see and 
suffer more extreme heat, 
droughts, floods, wild-
fires, and hurricanes. But 
the fossil fuel industry 
continues to ignore these 
alerts and undermine our 
chances for a safer future, 
and CO2 emissions keep 

rising. We all know this 
is causing global heating, 
and resulting in extreme 
weather events, yet they 
keep digging, burning, 
and profiting, with zero 
accountability.

Climate impacts - like 
the recent heatwaves and 
wildfires - disproportion-
ately affect people and 
communities who are 
already marginalized and 
disadvantaged. People 
who did the least to cause 
the climate crisis suffer 
the worst from its impacts 
– they lose livelihoods, 
hope, and worse: their 
lives – while oil compa-
nies continue to hit record 
profits. This is wrong on 
so many levels.

Local, regional, and 
national media have an 
important role to play - and 
a moral obligation to tell 
the whole truth. It’s time to 
make one thing about ex-
treme weather very clear: 
it’s not a “crisis” that just 
happens to us - it’s a crime, 
and the fossil fuel industry 
is to blame. And saying it 
once isn’t enough. Media 
has an important job to do 
to turn the tide of public 
opinion, and help the 
world avoid the worst of 
the climate impacts.

Please tell the REAL 
story about the climate 
crisis.

Sincerely,
Frances  Schoonhoven
Forreston

Fossil fuels main cause for climate problems

When I first met my wife 21 
years ago, her mother wasn’t so 
sure about me. 

After all, I was a decade older 
than her daughter and we were 
engaged to be married within five 
weeks of meeting. So, she tried to 
come up with things that might 
scare me off.

“Has Joan mentioned that she 
has $85,000 in student loan debt?” 
she said to me one day. I replied, 
“Yes, she has; I still want to marry 
her.” 

For those economists reading 
this column, that’s $142,000 in 
today’s dollars. Add interest paid 
on top of that and you are talking 
about really big bucks. 

But the debt is now paid off. 
And now we have three daugh-

ters who will soon be leaving for 
college themselves. 

President Joe Biden’s recent 
announcement that he will uni-
laterally forgive $500 billion in 
student loan debt sounds magnan-
imous until you figure out it really 
means folks who either didn’t go to 
college or who have already paid 
for college will end up footing 
the bill for someone else’s college 
education. 

After all, these are federal loans 
that are underwritten by the Amer-
ican taxpayer. 

The predicament we are now 
in is not all that different than the 
housing crisis in 2008. 

Back then bank presidents were 
giving loans to homebuyers who 
would not likely be able to pay the 

loan off. Why would a banker do 
such a thing? Because they could 
immediately sell off those loans to 
the federally sponsored organiza-
tions Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac 
and leave the taxpayers on the hook 
if the borrower defaulted. 

University presidents are doing 
the same thing today. They are 
admitting students into degree pro-
grams where there is little chance 
individuals will earn enough to 
pay for the cost of their education. 

Why would a college president 
do this? Because students are able 
to borrow federally-backed student 
loans, and if they can’t pay it back, 
again, the taxpayer is responsible. 

The current student loan system 
contributes to the tuition hyper-in-
flation we are now experiencing in 
higher education. 

Colleges raise tuition because 
they know students will cover the 
cost with borrowed money. Stu-
dents borrow more money because 
tuition has been raised. And the 
self-perpetuating cycle continues.  

Now President Biden says the 
debt should be forgiven. 

The Washington Post noted in an 
Aug. 24 editorial, “Widely cancel-
ing student loan debt is regressive. 
It takes money from the broader tax 
base, mostly made up of workers 
who did not go to college, to sub-
sidize the education debt of people 
with valuable degrees. Though Mr. 
Biden’s plan includes an income 
cap, the threshold does not reflect 
need or earnings potential, mean-
ing white-collar professionals with 

high future salaries stand to bene-
fit. Student loans, moreover, are a 
poor proxy for household income: 
An analysis by policy researcher 
Jason D. Delisle found that, in 
2016, students from high-income 
and low-income families were 
just as likely to take on debt for 
their first year in an undergradu-
ate program – and students from 
high-income families borrowed 
the largest amounts.”

So how do we reform the sys-
tem? The most obvious way is to 
have student loans underwritten by 
the college the student is attending 
rather than the federal government. 
This would force university admin-
istrators to ask tough questions like 
can someone earning an art degree 
pay off a $100,000 debt?

Another option would be for 
the government to treat colleges 
the way Biden wants to deal with 
big pharmaceutical corporations. 
Since taxpayers foot the bill for 
medicine purchased through 
Medicare, he wants to use that 
clout to negotiate down the price 
of prescriptions for all of us. Good 
for him. 

But he ought to be doing the 
same with colleges and universi-
ties. If they want their students to 
be eligible for federally-backed 
student loans and grants, they 
need to lower the cost of a college 
education. 

Scott  Reeder,  an  I l l inois 
Times staff writer, can be reached 
at sreeder@illinoistimes.com.

Taking a closer look at student loan forgiveness 

* On Sept. 12, 1846, Elizabeth Barrett 
elopes with Robert Browning. Despite her 
father’s dislike of Browning, calling him 
an unreliable fortune hunter, Elizabeth 
and Robert conducted a secret courtship. 
After a secret wedding at St. Marylebone 
Parish Church, the two moved to Italy, 
where Elizabeth’s former weak health 
improved dramatically. 

* On Sept. 14, 1901, U.S. President 
William McKinley dies after being shot 
in Buffalo, New York. When McKinley 
was operated on, doctors had failed to 
find the bullet, and gangrene soon spread 
throughout his body.

* On Sept. 15, 1935, German Jews are 
stripped of their citizenship, reducing 
them to “subjects” of the state. German 
Jews were excluded from high-profile vo-
cations, from public office to journalism 
and teaching, even farming. Jews found 
it difficult even to buy food. 

* On Sept. 16, 1940, the first peacetime 
draft in the history of the United States 
is imposed on men between the ages of 
21 and 36. There were 20 million eligible 
young men; 50% were rejected the very 
first year for health reasons or illiteracy.

* On Sept. 13, 1963, Texas-born en-
trepreneur Mary Kay Ash launches a 
cosmetic company in Dallas. Mary Kay 
Inc. would become a cosmetic empire 
with revenue of more than $3.5 billion and 
salespeople in dozens of countries. Mary 
Kay became renowned for an award sys-
tem designed for women, including mink 
coats, diamond rings and pink Cadillacs.

* On Sept. 17, 1976, NASA publicly 
unveils its first space shuttle, the Enter-
prise, during a ceremony in California. 
In 1977, the Enterprise became the first 
space shuttle to fly freely when it was 
lifted to a height of 25,000 feet by a 
Boeing 747 airplane and then released, 
gliding back to Edwards Air Force Base 
on its own accord.

* On Sept. 18, 1981, the 20,000-car 
parking lot at Canada’s West Edmonton 
Mall makes the Guinness World Records 
as the largest parking lot in the world. 
However, Dubai was said at the time to 
be building a 40,000-space parking lot 
at their mall, but it only has 14,500 slots 
today.

(c) 2022 Hearst Communications, Inc.

All Rights Reserved



dickersonnieman.comhomeshomes Ogle County’s Real Estate Market Leader! 

BYRON
220 W. 3rd St.

OREGON
113 S. 4th St.

(815)234-5133 (815)732-3365

MAYDELL LESSEN
DESIGNATED MANAGING BROKER

(815) 622-4619

BRAD AUKER
(815) 978-0018

DOROTHY BOWERS
(815) 985-3264

SHARON BOWERS
(815) 757-7462

LYRAH AUSTIN-BUSHNELL
(815) 218-0059

TIFFANY CRAVATTA
(815) 988-4388

RANDY CRIDDLE
(815) 871-4004

TERRY CRIDDLE
(815) 871-2006

DANA DAUB
(815) 440-2835

KAYLA HESLOP
(815) 222-9771

SEAN HOSSEINI 
(815) 200-8490

MIKE LONG
(815) 761-4741

CHRIS SNYDER
(815) 494-7857

305 S. Seward Street, Winnebago

$143,600 dickersonnieman.com/202205442
CHARMING 2 STORY! In the heart of Winnebago! Beautiful 
hardwood floors, 3 to 4 bedroom, 1.5 bath! Main floor laundry 
room off kitcehn could make a great kitchen addition, workshop, or 
whatever you could imagine! New roof & siding within the last year! 
Don’t wait! This one won’t last long!

KAYLA HESLOP
(815) 222-9771

NEW PRICE!

6585 Old Colony Bend, Rockford

$135,000 dickersonnieman.com/202204073
NICELY MAINTAINED! All brick ranch style condo in The Settlers 
Park neighborhood. 2 bedrooms, 2 baths. Clean & dry basement 
ready to finish for more living space. Tons of closets. Gas fireplace. 
Sold AS IS. Seller providing Home Warranty.

KAYLA HESLOP
(815) 222-9771

1683 Bracknel Boulevard, Rockford

$289,000 dickersonnieman.com/202205431
WELCOME TO YOUR NEW HOME! Beautiful 3 Bed, 2 Bath, 1,934 sqft 
Ranch home on half acre in country like setting. New kitchen with Corian 
counters, white soft close cabinets & Slate appliances that stay, including 
beverage fridge. New FF laundry with washer & dryer. New Cortec wood 
flooring and new carpet in bedrooms. All new Pella windows, whole 
house foam insulation. Woodburning fireplace with gas start. Beautiful 
landscaping with fenced yard. County Taxes!

RANDY CRIDDLE & TERRY CRIDDLE
(815) 440-2835 & (815) 622-4619

The 2023 From The Heart Cash Calendars 
are NOW AVAILABLE!!

The proceeds of the sale of the  calendars 
benefit our From The Heart recipients: 

Pegasus Special Riders, Rochelle Christian 
Food Pantry, HOPE, Focus House, Shining Star 

Children’s Advocacy 
Center, CASA, Rochelle Area 

Community Foundation, Hub City 
Senior Center & Rochelle Rotary.

OUR CHARITIES 
NEED OUR 
SUPPORT 

NOW MORE 
THAN EVER!

YES! Send me my 2023 From The Heart Cash Calendar!  
(Please Print) 

    NAME: ______________________________________________ 
   ADDRESS: ___________________________________________
   CITY, STATE, ZIP:  ____________________________________
   PHONE:  _____________________________________________
   NUMBER OF CALENDARS: _________________________
 Clip and mail this form along with $23 

($20 per calendar plus $3 per calendar postage) to: 
 Rotary Calendar, PO BOX 372, Rochelle, IL 61068

For Just $20 you have a chance to be one of
365 DAILY WINNERS TOTAL CASH PRIZES $18,250

PLUS Each Calendar Has VALUABLE LOCAL COUPONS

Here are 3 Ways to Purchase Your 
2023 From The Heart Cash Calendar!

• ONLINE: Go to http://fromtheheartrochelle.org and click on 
CASH CALENDARS. Once the calendar is purchased we will mail it out to 
you! Shipping and processing fees will be added to cost.

• IN PERSON: You can pick up a 2023 From The Heart Cash 
Calendar TODAY at the following locations:
     In Rochelle at: First State Bank, Stillman Bank, HOPE Chest, 
Dimond Bros. Insurance and Hub City Senior Center 
     In Oregon at: Merlin’s 
     In Dixon at: Shining Star 
    
• • BY MAIL: Fill out the form below and send it in to us and we will mail a 
2023 From The Heart Cash Calendar to you! 
Shipping fees are added to cost.

SERVICE CALL SPECIAL
$2995 ANY 

BRAND
We Service All Makes & Models. Test & check.

Over 30 Years Experience.
AFFORDABLE WATER

815-625-3426
Toll Free: 877-353-7638
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LOCAL NEWSLOCAL NEWS
OREGON – The 19-year-old sign at the Chana School Museum was recently 

cleaned, refreshed and repainted by volunteer artist John Barnhart.  
This museum sign was originally hand-painted by Barnhart back in 2003 when 

the Chana School Museum was first restored and opened to the public. After years 
of exposure to the sun and storms the decorative lettering had become faded. 

The Chana School Museum is located at 201 North River Road at Oregon Park 
East. This unique V-shaped, two room schoolhouse was built in 1883 and restored 
to its original splendor thanks to thousands of hours of volunteer labor. The museum 
is used by numerous area school groups for living history field trips and is the site 
for vintage baseball games hosted by the Oregon Ganymedes Base Ball Club during 
the summer months. 

The Chana School Museum is operated and maintained by the all-volunteer Chana 
School Foundation, The historic building will be open for free tours on Saturday, 
Oct. 1 from 10  a.m. to 3 p.m. during this year’s Autumn on Parade Festival. 

Chana School Museum sign refreshed, repainted

As they wrapped up the summer, the Lutheran Social Services of Illinois 
(LSSI) Prevention Team within Ogle County spent time serving in many 
outreach services and attended several local fairs and parades, and com-
mitted to educating the community on how and why we believe Prevention 
is so important with youth in our community. 

As we head back into the school year, our Prevention programs, Youth 
WORKS (Wellness, Opportunities and Resources for Key Services), and 
Project LEAD (Leader Encouraging Abstinence from Drugs) are eager to 
continue serving at-risk youth within the Ogle County Community.

 The 2022-23 school year is an exciting one for both Youth WORKS and 
Project LEAD of Ogle County. Both of these prevention programs are part 
LSSI and are grant-funded through the Illinois Department of Human Ser-
vices (DHS). Youth WORKS is designed to reduce delinquency and violence 
among youth and Project LEAD is geared towards reducing substance use 
and lowering the perception of drugs and alcohol misuse with youth, both 
within Ogle County. 

This year will look a little different than the past years because LSSI 
received notice by DHS during the summer that Substance Abuse Prevention 
would be seen in a new lens, and we would be able to expand our services 
to lower grade levels. We’ve found  the perfect fit for our team and the 
newest addition to Project LEAD, Rose Gleiter, who will be implementing 
Youth Prevention Education to 4th and 5th graders within Ogle County. 

Gleiter, is eager to fine-tune her prevention and substance use education 
for the programs, and will be spending some time attending Prevention First 
education courses and trainings. 

She’ll also get out into the community to start networking with local 
elementary schools and hopefully start teaching the “Too Good for Drugs” 
curriculum as soon as she is ready. 

“Too Good for Drugs” is an evidence-based curriculum that focuses on 
social and emotional teaching on the prevention of substance use, with fun 
and interactive lessons, that build the self-confidence young people need 
to make healthy choices and achieve lifelong success. 

Danielle Horst, Youth WORKS prevention specialist for Ogle County is 
eager for this upcoming school year, returning to some of the schools with 
which she has gained a strong relationship.  

She’ll teach an evidence-based curriculum called “Too Good for Vio-
lence.” Danielle and the Youth WORKS program is dedicated to working 
with at-risk youth to reduce adolescent dating violence, abuse, crime, and 
bullying by teaching youth social emotional skills and better decision 
making so they can reach their full potential.

LSSI has programs ready for 
new school year in Ogle County

Send all items 
to bjennings@
oglecountylife.

com



Who

ROCK VALLEY SHOPPER

CORE  SPONSORS

BO
20

22

Vote for Your Favorite Business

Vote for Your Favorite People

ONLINE ORDERINGONLINE ORDERING

SCAN TO  
VOTE NOW

Signature Professionals

VOTE 

TODAY!

1 Vote per Email 

Address*

Voting Ends  
Thursday, September 15th

over 17,000 

votes 

cast to 

date!!

over 17,000 

votes 

cast to 

date!!

over 17,000 

votes 

cast to 

date!!

over 17,000 

votes 

cast to 

date!!

over 17,000 

votes 

cast to 

date!!

over 17,000 

votes 

cast to 

date!!

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 2022SECTION A • PAGE 10 • OGLE COUNTY LIFE/ROCK VALLEY SHOPPER

LOCAL NEWS
Sheep Department

Breeding classes
Champion Southdown Senior Ewe Lamb – Brooke Ewald, Byron

Champion Southdown Junior Ewe Lamb – Samantha Koper, Oregon
Reserve Champion Southdown Junior Ewe Lamb – Brooke Ewald, Byron

Champion Southdown Yearling Ewe  – Samantha Koper, Oregon
Reserve Champion Southdown Yearling Ewe  – Brooke Ewald, Byron

Champion Pair of Southdown Lambs – Brooke Ewald, Byron

Champion Suffolk Junior Ewe Lamb – Kaitlyn Adams, Stillman Valley

Champion Suffolk Yearling Ewe  – Kaitlyn Adams, Stillman Valley
Reserve Champion Suffolk Yearling Ewe – Kaitlyn Adams, Stillman Valley

Champion Suffolk Ram Lamb – Kaitlyn Adams, Stillman Valley
Reserve Champion Suffolk Ram Lamb – Kaitlyn Adams, Stillman Valley

Champion Pair of Suffolk Lambs – Kaitlyn Adams, Stillman Valley

Champion Other Purebred Yearling Ewe – Meat Breed – Aubrey Janoski, Davis 
Junction

Champion Other Purebred Ram Lamb – Meat Breed  – Brooke Ewald, Byron
Reserve Champion Other Purebred Ram Lamb – Meat Breed – Brooke Ewald, 

Byron

Champion Pair of Other Purebred Lambs – Meat Breed – Brooke Ewald, Byron

Champion Other Purebred Junior Ewe Lamb – Wool Breed – Aubrey Janoski, 
Davis Junction

Champion Other Purebred Yearling Ewe – Wool Breed – Samantha Koper, Oregon

Champion Other Purebred Ram Lamb – Wool Breed – Aubrey Janoski, Davis 
Junction

Grand Champion Ewe Lamb – Brooke Ewald, Byron
Reserve Grand Champion Ewe Lamb – Samantha Koper, Oregon

Grand Champion Yearling Ewe – Samantha Koper, Oregon
Reserve Grand Champion Yearling Ewe – Samantha Koper, Oregon

Grand Champion Ram Lamb – Kaitlyn Adams, Stillman Valley
Reserve Grand Champion Ram Lamb – Brooke Ewald, Byron

Grand Champion Pair of Lambs – Brooke Ewald, Byron
Reserve Grand Champion Pair of Lambs – Kaitlyn Adams, Stillman Valley

Grand Champion Overall Female – Brooke Ewald, Byron
Reserve Grand Champion Overall Female  – Samantha Koper, Oregon

Combined Breeding Classes
Champion Black-Face Breeds Young Flock – Kaitlyn Adams, Stillman Valley

Grand Champion Young Flock – Kaitlyn Adams, Stillman Valley

Commercial Classes
Champion Commercial Senior Ewe Lamb – Brooke Ewald, Byron

Champion Commercial Junior Ewe Lamb – Brooke Ewald, Byron
Reserve Champion Commercial Junior Ewe Lamb – Samantha Koper, Oregon

Champion Commercial Yearling Ewe  – Samantha Koper, Oregon

Champion Pair of Commercial Lambs – Brooke Ewald, Byron

Grand Champion Commercial Ewe – Samantha Koper, Oregon
Reserve Grand Champion Commercial Ewe – Brooke Ewald, Byron

Market Lamb Classes
Champion Light Weight Southdown Market Lamb – Blakelynn Swanson, Still-

man Valley
Reserve Champion Light Weight Southdown Market Lamb – Brooke Ewald, Byron

Champion Heavy Weight Southdown Market Lamb – Samantha Koper, Oregon
Reserve Champion Heavy Weight Southdown Market Lamb – Brooke Ewald, Byron

Champion Hampshire Market Lamb – Blakelynn Swanson, Stillman Valley
Reserve Champion Hampshire Market Lamb – Brooke Ewald, Byron

Champion Whiteface Market Lamb – Blakelynn Swanson, Stillman Valley
Reserve Champion Whiteface Market Lamb – Samantha Koper, Oregon

Champion Blackface Market Lamb – Blakelynn Swanson, Stillman Valley
Reserve Champion Blackface Market Lamb – Ty Horn, Kings

Champion Heavy Weight Crossbred Market Lamb – Ty Horn, Kings
Reserve Champion Heavy Weight Crossbred Market Lamb  – Blakelynn Swan-

son, Stillman Valley

Grand Champion Overall Market Lamb – Blakelynn Swanson, Stillman Valley
Reserve Grand Champion Overall Market Lamb  – Ty Horn, Kings

Champion Pair of White-Face Market Lambs – Brooke Ewald, Byron

Champion Pair of Black-Face Market Lambs – Ty Horn, Kings
Reserve Champion Pair of Black-Face Market Lambs – Blakelynn Swanson, 

Stillman Valley

Grand Champion Pair of Market Lambs – Ty Horn, Kings
Reserve Grand Champion Pair of Market Lambs  – Brooke Ewald, Byron

Showmanship

Champion Junior Showmanship – Kaitlyn Adams, Stillman Valley

Champion Intermediate Showmanship – Aubrey Janoski, Stillman Valley

Champion Senior Showmanship – Samantha Koper, Oregon

4-H Fair winners
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FORRESTON – Forreston High School has recently received a generous donation from the Brian Haijenga 
Memorial with the arrival of three new weight room racks.

Haijenga, a Forreston alum, tragically passed away in February 2021. He was a multi-sport athlete who played 
significant roles on the Cardinals’ 1987-1988 state basketball team and 1988 quarterfinalist football team. Along 
with being an avid fan for his nieces and nephews, Haijenga remained a passionate supporter for all Forreston 
Athletics, and he would be proud to know his memorial will be utilized by all male and female student-athletes. 

The weight room program has played a vital part of the athletic success achieved at Forreston, and Forreston 
High School is appreciative of this tremendous gift from the family of Brian Haijenga and the impact it will have 
throughout their sports community. 

Forreston receives new weight room racks in honor of Brian Haijenga 

Jenn Goley
630-732-6858

Carla Benesh
815-985-6235

Mark True
815-631-1699

Lori Peterson
815-973-2180

JD Gieson
815-677-1873

Stephanie Wendt
815-985-2055

Merri Cruz
815-988-7947

Rebecca Hazzard
Designated Managing Broker/Owner

815-509-8432

Carrie Rowland
815-677-8656

Erin Spence
815-262-5555

Boone Lockard
815-970-3506

Ashley Patterson
815-291-6308

Jenny Kirchner
815-440-2145

Josie Kuss
815-994-1079

Taylor Miller
815-751-8943

Casey Cline
217-840-8855

Jamie Pendergrass
815-243-4310

Becky Adams
815-509-5837

Kierra Moore 
815-238-3902

RockValleyProperties.com
Each office is independently owned & operated.

206 E. Wasson Road, Amboy 
$192,00 Call Stephanie

Move right into this charming 4 bedroom , 2 bath bi-level home 
on a corner lot. You will love the open floor plan on the main level 
consisting of an eat-in kitchen, spacious living room, new LVT 
Wood flooring, paint and some new light fixtures. Upstairs bath has 
been updated with new paint, shower head and brushed nickel 
faucets and towel accessories. The fully finished lower level is 
complete with a family room, 2 nice sized bedrooms with egress 
windows to let in natural light in and a full bathroom with updated 
brushed nickel faucet. Updates include Water Softener in 2018, 
fenced backyard in 2019, A/C unit and new refrigerator in 2021, 
Roof, LVT flooring and new microwave in 2022. The large backyard 
boasts a goldfish pond, arbor, gardening shed and large space for 
gardening, pets, family or entertaining in the backyard!

606 E Washington St., Oregon, IL

815-732-9100

From all of us at 

5 W. 1st Street, Mt. Morris 
$95,000 Call Lori

More than it looks from the street! With 3 nice sized bedrooms, 
spacious living room with re-finished hardwood floor, and the 
coziest dine-in kitchen I’ve ever seen, you’ll be more than 
comfortable in this home. The backyard offers privacy with tall 
bushes, and there is alley access on the back of the lot as well. 
There’s a full bath in the basement and all new windows. Come 
and see how much this house has to offer!

000 S. Andrew Dr., Oregon 
$45,000 Call Jenny

This beautiful 1.5 acre lot is the perfect building site for your 
new home! It has a country feel and convenient location just 
outside of Oregon. The Sinnissippi Point subdivision covenants 
allow for swimming pools, fences and out buildings. Get your 
house plans ready and build this next spring!

422 E. Hitt St., Mt. Morris  

NOW $138,900 call Carrie
Charming 3-4 bedroom 2 bath 1 1/2 story home in great 
location! Living room & spacious master suite addition with 
double closets (1 walk-in) & double vanity added in 1989. 
Eat-in kitchen with appliances that stay, new electric stove & 
built in microwave in 2021. Inviting front porch for entertaining 
with laminate flooring & wall of windows leading to an office 
or den. Another main floor bedroom & full bath complete the 
main floor. Upstairs you will find the opportunity for additional 
living space with cedar lined closets. Partially finished lower 
level with rec room, storage room, laundry & utility room.
Welcoming back yard perfect for entertaining with concrete 
patio & garden shed for additional storage. Detached 1 car 
garage with opener & attached, enclosed car port, concrete 
drive. Vinyl siding & newer roof complete this move in ready 
home! Home warranty plan offered.

516 S. Hennepin Ave., Dixon 

NOW $119,900 Call JD
Historic charm with so much potential! Take a look & let 
your imagination run wild in this spacious 2,200+ square 
foot 5 bedroom home located conveniently within walking 
distance of shopping, restaurants, downtown, and the river 
/ river walk. This home offers many features, including main 
floor laundry, detached garage, & wood burning fireplace. 
Recent updates include the furnace in 2021 and water 
heater in 2018. This property also offers functional office 
space and a great room with plenty of natural sunlight 
throughout the day. Make it yours today!

1612 Aurora Street, Dixon 

NOW $169,900 Call JD
Meticulously kept 3 Bed / 1.5 Bath raised ranch home in 
desirable Woodland Shores, with a beautiful backyard 
oasis complimented by your very own pool, deck, and 
fire pit. Perfect for any occasion or gatherings. This home 
features an oversized attached 2 car garage, vaulted 
living room ceiling, & upstairs laundry. The kitchen offers 
heated tile floors, oak cabinets, stone countertops, and all 
appliances stay! With quick access to the Rock River, what 
more can you ask for? Make it yours today.

2072 Ill Route 26, Dixon 

NOW $329,900 Call JD
Wanting that ‘new’ home feel? Tired of all those tedious 
home makeover projects? Look no further. This property is 
practically all brand new, and move-in ready. No expense 
was spared. Nestled on just under 1.5 acres, this rural 
ranch home just north of Dixon features 4 bedrooms and 
2 bathrooms, including a master suite with walk-in closet; 
main floor laundry, full finished basement, new deck, 
insulated garage, and so much more. Updates include- but 
are not limited to- roof, siding, exterior doors and windows, 
furnace, A/C, water heater, electrical, plumbing, new front 
porch, flooring and paint throughout, interior doors, fully 
remodeled/reengineered bathrooms, as well as a brand 
new kitchen with new cabinets, stone countertops, and 
stainless steel appliances. There is so much to love, and 
you can move right in.

6549 Shreiner Road, Chadwick 

NOW $272,900 Call Carla
Get Away From It All! Is captured in the exquisite charm 
of this delightful farmette in Chadwick! This adorable 
farmette offers so many opportunities! Beautifully updated 
throughout! 2 bedrooms on the main floor with 2 bedrooms 
up plus 2 bonus rooms in the upper level, Great room 
with open style kitchen and living room. Loads of counter 
space and cabinets! Many newer features throughout! The 
machine shop 100x80 offers loads of storage! Plus the 2 
car garage conveniently located just steps away from the 
back porch. Generator and new well Sitting on nearly 5 
acres, this country charm offers you privacy with it being 
located down a 3/4 mile road to this great find!

306 Ada Street, Rock Falls 

NOW $99,000 Call Erin
Nestled in the back of an established Rock Falls 
neighborhood, sits this 3 bed, 3 bath raised ranch. Well 
maintained home in a private setting but still close to town. 
You can watch the wildlife from the oversized bay window 
in the 1st floor living room. The 1st Floor Master has a 
jetted tub for relaxing. On the upper floor, you will find 
the large kitchen, main living area and 2 more spacious 
bedrooms - the second of which has another en suite bath! 
Come out today and see this slice of Rock Falls Heaven!

NEW 

LISTING
NEW 

LISTING
NEW 

LISTING



1751 Melugins Grove Rd Steward, IL 60553

dachsies to 
Boarding And Grooming

Trust with a Groomer is 
important - our Groomer has 
over 10 years experience & 

expertise.

PP

ROCHELLE
VETERINARY HOSPITAL

A Full-Service Clinic

www.rochellevet.com
Lobby Hours:
Mon-Fri 8-5
Sat 8-noon

(815) 562-5207
1381 N. 7th St., Rochelle

• Experienced Groomer
• Boarding and Daycare
• Surgical Laser
• X-ray

• Gas Anesthetic
• On-site Laboratory
• Geriatric Care
• Dentistry

Compassionate, quality care  
for your companion.
Dr. Nicole Marquardt  
Dr. Lynn Deets

Space 

Available

Joyce ____
 
Why, hello there. My name is Joyce. Being 
an older gal, I’m comfortable lounging 
around and keeping to myself - but I don’t mind the 
company of others either! I’m currently living in a community cat room her at Tails 
and doing quite well. I’ll observe you from my comfy spot when you walk in, and 
happily take some pets if you decide to say “hi” to me. I should mention that I am 
housetrained, too! I don’t need much, just a home where I can watch my people and 
maybe some birds through a window. What do you say? Can you give a senior gal 
a chance? PS.....My adoption fee has been sponsored in memory of someone very 
special to us cats, Joann Weeks.
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:

PET OF 
THE WEEK

Did 
you 

Know?
Humming birds are 

the only birds that fly 
backward.

815.758.2457
www.tailshumanesociety.orgwww.tailshumanesociety.org

Call Andrew 
Heiserman at 

815-561-2123 to 
advertise on the 
Pet of the Week 

Page!
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SPORTS/LOCAL NEWS

Dixon jumped out to a 14-6 lead in the first quarter 
and ended up dominating Oregon High School 34-6 in 
a varsity football game on Aug. 26.

Oregon scored in the first quarter on a Jack Washburn 
5-yard pass to Austin Egyed, but did not score again. 
Washburn finished the game 23 for 37 and 170 yards. 
He had no interceptions.

On the ground, Gabe Eckerd had 14 yards on 8 
carries for the Hawks, while Tyler Burkhart added 14 
yards on 3 carries.

For the game, Oregon had 195 yards, while Dixon 
had 380.

Oregon football drops 
opener to Dixon

It took overtime for the Stillman Valley High School 
football team to take down Byron 15-7 on Aug. 26.

Stillman Valley got on the board first with a 5-yard 
run in the second quarter. Byron answered in the fourth 
with a 3-yard run by Caden Considine. Considine had 
29 yards for the game. Byron was led on the ground by 
Kye Aken, who had 47 yards on 14 rushes.

Stillman Valley won the game in OT with a 3-yard 
run and 2-point conversion.

Stillman Valley beats 
Byron in overtime

Scores
Boys Varsity Soccer

Aug. 29
Stillman Valley 1, Genoa-Kingston 8

Oregon 1, Byron 0

Aug. 27
Stillman Valley 2, Rochelle 7

Aug. 26
Stillman Valley 0, Roanoke-Benson 1

Girls Varsity Golf

Aug. 27
(Oregon Girls Varsity Golf Tournament)
Oregon (runner up) 417, Rockford Boylan 342

Aug. 30
Stillman Valley 211, Genoa-Kingston 202

Boys Varsity Golf

Aug. 30
Stillman Valley 173, Genoa-Kingston 192

Boys Varsity Football

Aug. 26
Stillman Valley 15, Byron 7

Oregon 6, Dixon 34

Girls Varsity Volleyball

Aug. 25
Oregon 17-25, Dakota 25-27

Stillman Valley 2, Ashton-Franklin 0

Aug. 30

Oregon 20-25, Rochelle 25-27

Stillman Valley 0, Sycamore 2

FORRESTON – On Wednes-
day, Aug. 17th Forrestville Valley 
C.U.S.D. #221 formally approved 
the hiring of Paul Waitkoss for 
Special Education Teacher at 
FJSHS and their head varsity 
softball coaching position after 
the stepping down of former head 
coach and teacher Kim Snider. 

Waitkoss is a 20-plus year 
veteran teacher and high school 
coach, including softball, base-
ball, and basketball.

“Coach Waitkoss has been 
a long-time head coach within 
other school districts and has 
shown he has a strong set of 
expectations for himself and his 

players,” said Forreston Assistant 
Principal/Athletic Director Kyle 
Zick. “I look forward to seeing 
him coach this year in his new 
role as softball head coach at For-
reston Junior/Senior High School 
and even better, I look forward to 
him doing magnificent work with 
our students in the classroom. He 
is the exact person we need to 
continue the strong tradition of 
success on and off the field for 
Forreston Softball.” 

“We are grateful Coach Wait-
koss is stepping into the head 
coaching role at Forreston Ju-
nior/Senior High School and 
play an instrumental part in our 

girls’ athletic programs,” said 
Superintendent Sheri Smith. 
“He is coming with experience, 
passion, and excitement for both 
the classroom and athletics. We 
look forward to another great 
season for our Lady Cardinals.”

Waitkoss will take over a 
strong softball program that 
finished 3rd in the state in the 1A 
IHSA state playoffs this previous 
spring. 

The cardinals graduated only 
two players and look forward to 
continued successes under Wait-
koss’s direction. The Cardinals 
start the practice season on Feb. 
27th this spring. 

Waitkoss named Forreston Volleyball coach

Julia Hull Library News

Storytime at the Library!
Join us at the library for songs, stories and crafts! Ages 2-5. Wednesdays at 10 a.m. Space is limited: call 

the library to register: 815-645-8611.

Stem Lab: Kids’ Fall Science
Join us at 10 a.m. on Saturday, September 10 as we embrace the season with some cool crisp science ex-

periments. Kids will get to hypothesize and investigate fall favorites: pumpkins, apples and more! Ages 5-9. 
Registration required. 815-645-8611

Toddler Time: Lego Duplo
Indulge your little one’s curiosity with a hands-on event just for them. Join us for some play with the classic 

an ingenious Lego Duplo. Friday, September 16, at 10 a.m. Ages 1-4. Registration required: 815-645-8611

Young Critics Book Club
Join us at 6 p.m. on Tuesday, September 20, for a hands-on craft/activity and book discussion of Chris 

Riddell’s, “Ottoline.” Stop by the library to register for this in-person program and pick-up your copy of the 
reading. Ages 7-9. Registration required. 

The Essential Great Chicago Fire
This October marks the 151st anniversary of the Great Chicago Fire that burned for two days and destroyed 

over 17,000 buildings. Chicago native and award-winning storyteller, William Pack, weaves together techni-
cal details of the fire with vivid firsthand accounts from those who lived through the conflagration of 1871, 
bringing alive all the excitement and terror in a multi-media storytelling event that will not soon be forgotten. 
Thursday, September 22, 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Call to register: 815-645-8611. 

Teen: Caramel Apple Nachos
Stop by the library after school, Thursday September 29, for the perfect snack: apple nachos! You’ll create 

your own with all the best fall toppings: caramel, peanut butter, candy and more! 
3-4 p.m. Ages 13-18. Registration required. 815-645-8611

Labor Day Closure
The library will be closed Saturday, September 3 and Monday, September 5 for Labor Day weekend.

ROCK ISLAND – Augustana 
College, Rock Island, held its com-
mencement ceremony on Sunday, 
May 22. U.S. Senator Dick Durbin 
delivered the address. 

Those graduating were given 
advice by Senator Durbin, who 
reflected on the resilience and 
hard work of this year’s graduates 
and commended Augustana’s 
commitment to preparing the next 

generation of peacemakers and 
problem solvers.

Among the graduates who par-
ticipated in the ceremony:

Marissa Gorsegner from Oregon 
was recognized with a major(s) in 
Biology.

Brooklynn Schelling from Ore-
gon was recognized with a major(s) 
in Communication Sciences and 
Disorders and Spanish for Profes-

sional Use.
Known for sparking passionate 

curiosity, Augustana College is 
an empowering home to explore 
over 90 areas of study. Augustana’s 
innovative program, Augie Choice, 
transforms students into global 
citizens, thinkers and doers with a 
$2,000 grant to explore the world, 
complete an internship or conduct 
research with a professor. 

Locals graduate from Augustana College

BLOOMINGTON – Illinois 
Wesleyan University’s Dean’s 
List for the spring semester of the 
2021-22 academic year consisted 
of 743 students from 30 states and 
17 countries.

To qualify for the Dean’s List, 
students must earn a GPA of 3.50 
or better during the semester, based 
on 4.0 for straight As.

Jadyn Bothe, of Oregon, a first-
year majoring in Neuroscience.

Cole Faivre, of Polo, a first-year 
majoring in Environmental Studies.

Valeria Viteri-Pflucker, of Polo, 
a senior majoring in Physics.

Founded in 1850, Illinois Wes-
leyan is a nationally recognized, 
highly selective liberal arts uni-
versity. The University is exclu-

sively undergraduate and enrolls 
approximately 1,700 students from 
across the nation and around the 
globe. Illinois Wesleyan prides 
itself on producing graduates who 
are well-rounded, broadly educated 
individuals with a spirit of inquiry 
who can successfully adapt to the 
demands of a rapidly changing, 
complex world.

Illinois Wesleyan University’s Dean’s List announced
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LOCAL NEWS
Bertolet Library News

Drop Box: 
Our drop box is closed until further notice due to water leaks.  Please return 

library materials during business hours.  You may also return materials to 
other local libraries, and they will send them to us via our interlibrary loan 
system.  We apologize for the inconvenience.

Closed: Monday, Sept. 5th
We will be closed on Monday, September 5th in observance of Labor Day.

Story Time: Thursdays at 10 a.m.
Stop in with your Toddlers and Pre-K littles for Story Time each Thursday 

with Miss Jana.  She will have a couple stories and an activity for the kids.  
Fall session starts September 8th!

Family Night BINGO: Monday, Sept. 19th, 5 p.m.
Bring the kids for a fun evening with great prizes!

Big Kids, Big Art: Tuesday, Sept. 20th, 4-5:30 p.m.
Calling all 1st through 5th Graders!  Miss Jana has a great beginner art 

program just for you.  Each month will focus on a different element of art.  
Join her on the 3rd Tuesday of each month!

Simple Wills, POA for Health Care or Property: 
Saturday, Sept. 24th 10 a.m.
Do you know how to write a simple will or a health care or property power 

of attorney? Learn about these important documents and what is necessary 
to get your affairs, or the affairs of someone you love, in order. (Insightful 
information; does not take the place of legal counsel.)  Registration required: 
815-738-2742

Adult Book of the Month:
The August book of the month is Killers of the Flower Moon by David 

Grann.  This is a non-fiction account of the mysterious deaths of members 
of the Osage Indian Nation in Oklahoma during the 1920’s.  Investigators 
disappeared after looking into the deaths.  The FBI was newly formed and 
corrupt and made errors. Help was called in and an undercover team was 
sent in to solve the horrendous crime.  Stop by the circulation desk and pick 
up your copy today.

LEGO Club: 1st Monday of the month, 5 p.m.
Create with us on the 1st Monday of each month.  We will have the LEGOs 

waiting for you!

Craft Kits for Adults:
The September craft celebrates the transition of seasons from summer to 

fall with this cute sunflower.  Stop by the circulation desk to pick up your 
kit today. 

Create-a-Card: Saturday, Sept. 17th, 9:30 a.m.
Design an encouraging note for your bestie, your child’s teacher, or your 

secret sister.  You can even create a work of art to lift your own spirits!  All 
materials are provided.

Plastic Recycling:
We ask that you make sure plastic is clean with no debris in the donation.  

Also please remove any ziploc-type seals and paper/sticker labels.  Thank 
you for your cooperation.

New Releases:

Adult Books
Quicksand by Janet Dailey
Tick Tock by Fern Michaels
Settling His Hash by William W Johnstone

Juvenile Books
Paisley by Lisa Mullarkey

Picture Books
Good Rosie! by Kate DiCamillo (VOX Listen & Read book)

Adult DVDs
Family Camp

Byron Library News

Special Hours
The Byron Public Library will be 

closed Monday, September 5 in observa-
tion of Labor Day.  We will re-open for 
our regular hours on Tuesday, September 
6.  We wish all of our patrons a safe and 
happy Labor Day!

Byron Public Library Accepting 
Construction Bids

The Byron Public Library District 
will begin accepting sealed bids for the 
interior renovation of the Byron Public 
Library.  A pre-bid meeting will be held 
on September 14, 2022, at 10:00 am to 
review bidding procedures, the project 
scope, and to tour the building.  Bids for 
“All Work/Turn Key” will be received 
no later than 1 p.m. on September 28, 
2022.  Beginning of this project is 
approximately November 1, 2022, but 
actual construction will not begin until 
most materials are available and ready 
to be installed.

Curbside Delivery
The library is open for browsing, but 

patrons can still use our curbside service!  
Place your holds online at byronlibrary.
org or call us at 815-234-5107.  Not sure 
what you want?  Call us for help!  We 
will call or email you with a confirmation 
when your holds are ready to be picked 
up.  Call us when you arrive at the li-
brary, and we will bring your items out 
to you, already checked out.  A receipt 
with your due dates will be included with 
your items.  

StoryWalks at the Byron Forest 
Preserve

A new StoryWalk® is up at the By-
ron Forest Preserve! Stroll the 1/2-mile 
Indigo Trail while reading “Pigeon Has 
to Go to School” by Mo Willems.  The 
StoryWalk® is a joint project of the Byron 
Public Library and the Byron Forest 
Preserve.  The StoryWalk® Project was 
created by Anne Ferguson of Montpelier, 
VT and developed in collaboration with 
the Kellogg-Hubbard Library. Story-
Walk® is a registered service mark owned 
by Ms. Ferguson.

Egypt Travelogue
Friday, Sept. 9
1-2 p.m.

Egypt was the first large organized 
society in human history, and still exerts 
influence on us today. Learn a little his-
tory and see photos of some incredible 
monuments while hearing about the 
speaker’s travels through the country. 
Pyramids, temples, tombs, obelisks, the 
Sphinx and the Nile: you’ll see it all!   
Please visit Byron.evanced.info/signup 
or call 815-234-5107 to register.

DIY Chalkboard Flowerpots
Thursday, Sept. 15
6-7:30 p.m.
Ever wonder what you can do with 

extra flower pots around the house? Why 
not put them to good use by adding a 
special crafty touch. Come join us as 
we repurpose terracotta flower pots by 
painting them with chalkboard paint & 
cute stencils.  All supplies will be pro-
vided.  Please visit Byron.evanced.info/
signup or call 815-234-5107 to register.

 
Henna Artist Julie Engh
Tuesday, Sept. 20
5:30-7:30 p.m.
Julie Engh from Prairie Henna has 

been a favorite for teen programs. Adults 
have been asking for the library to host 
her for an adult program. So, Julie will be 
here and provide a short presentation on 
the history, science and modern usage of 
henna. She will provide hands on guided 
instruction on the basic henna application. 
Participants, who are interested, will be 
treated a small henna design by Julie.  All 
supplies will be provided.  Please call 
815-234-5107 or visit Byron.evanced.
info/signup to register.

DIY Book Safe
Thursday, Sept. 29
6-7 p.m.
Come join us as we make a secret 

book safe to hide all your valuables in.  
All supplies will be provided.  Please 
visit Byron.evanced.info/signup or call 
815-234-5107 to register.

Visit the Byron Library Facebook page 
to keep up to date on library news and 
virtual programs!  Be sure to also check 
out the Byron Library and Byron Library 
Teen Instagram pages!

Forreton Library News

Preschool Storytime
Tuesdays at 10 a.m., 

beginning September 13th
Bring your favorite 

toddler or preschooler for 
a time of stories, songs, 
crafts, and fun! This re-
laxed program is a great 
way for little ones to meet 
new friends and discover 
the joy of reading. Please 
call the library to register or 
if you have any questions.

Card Sign-up Month
September is National 

Library Card Sign-up 
Month! A library card not 
only gives you access to 
books, ebooks, dvds, and 
magazines here in Forres-
ton, but also allows you to 
check out materials from 
area libraries and request 
items from anywhere in the 
country! Resident cards are 
free to anyone who lives or 
owns property within the 
village limits. Nonresident 
cards are $50 per year. 
Stop in today and sign up 
for yours!

Read for a Lifetime
Forreston High School 

students are encouraged to 
sign up for the “Read for 
a Lifetime” program. Par-
ticipants who read a min-
imum of four books from 
the Secretary of State’s 
annual list by April 5th 
receive a certificate and are 
eligible to win a gift card 
from the library. Stop in to 
register and pick up a copy 
of the 2022-2023 booklist 

and make reading a habit 
that will last a lifetime!

Snow Removal Bids
The library is currently 

seeking bids for snow 
removal from our side-
walks, ramp, and front 
steps/porch. Following an 
overnight snowfall, snow 
will need to be removed 
by 8:00 am and some day-
time removal may also be 
necessary. Please submit 
your written proposal to 
the library in person or 
by email to forrestonpub-
liclibrary@gmail.com. 
Bids must be received by 
Monday, October 10th. For 
more information, contact 

Julie at 815-938-2624.

Community Room
Looking for a place 

to hold your event? Our 
community room (with a 
small kitchenette) is avail-
able for meetings, parties, 
showers, family reunions, 
and more. Please call the 
library at (815)938-2624 
for additional information.

Plastic Recycling
We are collecting film-

type plastic for recycling. 
This includes plastic bags, 
zipper type baggies (with 
the zip portion removed), 
cereal/snack bags, bubble 
wrap, and other soft plas-
tic. 

Bar and Kitchen Open at 4PM
Carry out and kitchen are open:  

Monday 4pm-7pm, Wednesday 4pm-8pm & Friday 4pm-8pm

Fish, chicken and shrimp  
carry out on Fridays! 
BINGO Wednesday 5:30pm

Karaoke 3rd Friday 7:00-11:00pm
Watch for Live Entertainment!

SLOTS ARE WAITING!

VFW Post #8739
1310 W. Washington St., Oregon, IL

815-732-6851

08
22

20
22

Game machines open Monday,  
Wednesday and Friday 4-Close

Raspberries

• Pesticide Free
• Irrigated Plants
• Order or self-pick
• Late August through first 

frost!

Stillman Valley 
Nursery

9979 N Kishwaukee Rd
Stillman Valley, IL
815-645-8113 09052022

We Want Your Input
 Oregon Park District Community 
Input Meeting on Improvements 

to Park East:
Thursday, September 8

6 p.m. – Oregon Park East, 
Inland Shelter

 For more information contact 
Oregon Park District at 

815-732-3101



Whatever you’re looking for, 
these local businesses ask 
you to consider them first.

Accounting

Jeanette Heesaker, CPA
Masters in Business Administration 

and Finance
Certified Managerial Accountant

Accounting and Tax Services
For Business/Individual/Partnership

132 W. Second St., Suite 1 . Byron, IL 61010 

(815) 234-8100

Air Conditioning

Randy Gaul
815-946-2386

604 N. Division
Polo, Illinois 61046

HEATING AIR CONDITIONING

Gaul’s Climate Control
815-734-7314

Auto

Hank's Repair
Hank Kaiser-Owner

ASE Certified
P.O. Box 31

54 Stephenson St.
German Valley, IL 61039

Bus. ph. 815-362-3451 Cell ph. 815-238-5144
Fax ph. 815-362-2316

AUTOS

NO RUST
SOUTHERN CARS & TRUCKSSOUTHERN CARS & TRUCKS

New & Used
NO MONEY DOWN!

Call or E-mail
Brad Minard @ 770-294-3144 or ibuyfrombrad@gmail.com

Auto Repair Bathtub Refinishing

CABINETS CARPET CLEANING
3-D Carpet & 

Upholstery Cleaning

900 W. Washington St.
Oregon, IL 61061

Heather Ruchti
Ph: (815) 762-5307

Concrete

CONCRETE Construction

Mark Miller Construction
For All Your Building Needs!

Commercial/Residential Work
SERVING OGLE COUNTY FOR OVER 30 YEARS

• New Construction • Roofing • Windows • Additions

• Complete Remodeling • Siding • Painting • Interior/Exterior

• Drywall  • Flooring • Decks

Free Estimates • Lead Certified

815-761-1626

Construction

NAVARRO & SONS
Construction Company

********
Ceramic Tile • Wood Floors • Painting • Siding-
Basements • Room Additions  • Baths • Kitchens
Over 25 yrs. exp.       Custom touch      No job too big or too small
FRANK NAVARRO • OREGON / BYRON

PHONE: 815-234-7588 FAX: 815-234-7568

Free 
Estimates

Sr. Citizen 
Discount

FIVE  ALARMFIVE  ALARM

EVENTS & ENTERTAINMENT

FIREWORKS CO.FIREWORKS CO.
PYROTECHNIC DISPLAYSPYROTECHNIC DISPLAYS
PHIL GIUFFRE 773-415-4277 OREGON, ILLINOIS  

WWW.5ALARMFIREWORKS.COM 
FESTIVALS, CONCERTS, WEDDING HOMECOMINGS, CORPORATE EVENTS

FENCING

Dixon, IL

815-677-1402
Agircultural - Residential - Commercial

- Hi-tensile electric
- Woven wire
- Board rail
- Horse fence

- Vinyl fencing
- Chain link
- Split rail
- Privacy

FREE 
ESTIMATES!

Firewood

AT’s
Firewood
815-751-2255

All Hardwoods, Seasoned, 
Delivered, Stacked

Gutters HAIR CARE HANDYMAN

C.J. HOME MAINTENANCE 
and REPAIR

We fix almost anything in and around the home!
20 Plus Years Experience

Regular and Emergency Service 24 Hours A Day
7 Days A Week

Phone 1-815-234-4511
Cell 1-815-222-6239

Byron, Oregon,
Mt. Morris Areas

Mike Hurst, Owner/Operator

815-757-4383
MONROE CENTER, IL

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALL

HEATING & COOLING HOME IMPROVEMENT
Insured FREE 

ESTIMATES

New Construction • Complete Remodels • Additions • Windows
Doors • Sunrooms • Kitchens • Basements • Baths • Garages

Dan Houston 815.871.5748 • Craig Kosch 815.566.7424

www.integrityhomeimp.com

LAWNCARE

PAINTING
WALLPAPER PAINTING STAINING

K & J
DECORATING, INC.

Specializing in painting or staining kitchen 
cabinets or woodwork.

Insured         Over 40 Years Experience

Ken Kline Cell (815) 353-5754
Stillman Valley, IL

PAINTING PET GROOMING
by

Dun Wright Grooming

• Pets Groomed at Your Home
• Less Stress on Yourself and Your Pet
• No More “Separation” Anxiety
• No More Day-Long Waits for Pets

• Cut of Your Choice
    (depends on coat condition)
• Specialty/Flea Baths Available
• Bath/Hand Blow-Drying/Toe Nails Clipped

Contact person: 815-440-4779 Pam Wright

MOBILE 
GROOMING

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

“Your Trees 
Deserve a 
Certified 
Arborist!”Serving Ogle County Since 1996

• Trimming & Removals • Climbing Specialists • Insect & Disease Control
• Planting Service • Arborist Consulting

Fully Licensed & Insured

732-4710

TREE CARE TREE SERVICE

TREE REMOVAL

SERVICE CALL SPECIAL
$2995 ANY 

BRAND
We Service All Makes & Models. Test & check.

Over 30 Years Experience.
AFFORDABLE WATER

815-625-3426
Toll Free: 877-353-7638

Offer Expires 4/30/20

12212020

WATER SOFTENER

Floral Design & Boutique | 115 W. 2nd St., Byron
815-543-6864 | www.velvetpoppyfloral.com

FLORAL DESIGNER/BOUTIQUE
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AREA CHURCH  DIRECTORY
   

211 Hwy. 38 E.
Rochelle, IL 61068
Ph: 815-732-2156
Fax: 815-562-2161ROCK VALLEY SHOPPER

CROSSROADS COMMUNITY CHURCH ~ 
POLO CAMPUS

Meeting Sundays @ 10AM Service
205 N. Jefferson Avenue, Polo ~ 815.837.5255
polo@crossroadscn.com 
We offer contemporary worship and relevant Bible teaching through 
engaging messages and powerful video. Join us after services for coffee, 
snacks & fellowship. Kidzlink Children’s Ministry (nursery-5th grade) ~ 
during 10AM service
Crave Youth Group (6th-12th grade) ~Wed. 6:30PM - June 1st .
Visit our website: www.crossroadscn.com

FAITH DISCOVERY CHURCH
801 W. Oregon St., Polo • 815-946-3588 • Jeremy Heller, Pastor
 Sunday School 9:00 a.m., Worship Service 10:00 a.m., Nursery Available, 
Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 p.m. We Are an independent non-
denominational Christian church. Visitors are always welcome.

FAITH UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
702 E. Dixon Street, Polo, IL  61064 •  Tel:815-946-3212 
Sunday School for all ages 9am followed by Worship at 10am
Pastor Brian LeBaron
Website: www.faithumcpolo.com • facebook.com/Faithumcpolo

STILLMAN VALLEY
RED BRICK CHURCH OF STILLMAN VALLEY
(CONGREGATIONAL CHRISTIAN CHURCH)

Pastor Rev. Dr. Chris Brauns  |  Associate Pastor David Bogner
207 W Roosevelt Road (Rte 72), Stillman Valley. 
815-645-2526  |  www.theredbrickchurch.org
Sunday:  Worship at 9:00 and 10:30 am. Sunday School at 9:00 am.
Wednesday:  AWANA (Sept – April) from 6:00 to 7:15 pm.
Men, women, youth Bible Studies throughout the year.
See website for all activities or contact the church office.

KISHWAUKEE COMMUNITY 
EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

8195 Kishwaukee Road, Stillman Valley, IL 61084 / 815-965-1940
Rev. Nick Garner, Pastor
www.kishchurch.org
Sunday Schedule: Discipleship Hour 9:00 AM, Coffee Fellowship 11:15 AM
Gathered Worship 10:00 AM
For complete ministry schedule check out our website or call the church 
office.

VALLEY EVANGELICAL COVENANT CHURCH
Interim Pastor Lisa Orris, Pastor Chuck Potts Minister to Students and 
Children
103 S Maple St, Stillman Valley, IL 
815-645-8872 | www.valleycov.org
Sunday Morning 9:15am ‘Gather’ for learning & conversation, 10:15am 
Worship both onsite and online at facebook.com/VECCfSV
Home of Valley Covenant Preschool 815-645-8882 Director Jill Huber
Bible Studies, Youth Group, Bread of Life Food Pantry
Please visit website for more information or contact the church office

GRACE FELLOWSHIP CHURCH 
DAVIS JUNCTION

Pastor Brad Pittman           www.graceisforyou.com
10479 E. High Rd., Stillman Valley, IL 61084• 815-973-1369  
Worship Service:  Saturday at 5pm

WINNEBAGO
MIDDLE CREEK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

12473 Montague Road, Winnebago, IL 61088
Located West of Tower Road on Montague Rd.
Sunday: Worship Service at 9:30 am. 
Office Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs. & Friday 9am-2pm.
Phone: 815-335-2609. Email: middlecreekchurch@gmail.com

MT. MORRIS CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
409 W. Brayton Road, Mt. Morris, IL 61045 Phone 734-4573
Pastor-Rodney Caldwell. Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m. Worship service available 
online, call for details. Other activities currently suspended due to pandemic. 
Email: mtmcob@frontier.com 

MT. MORRIS TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
308 E. Brayton Rd. Mt. Morris, IL Phone: 734-6354   Rev. Josh Ehrler    
Worship Services: Saturday 5:30 PM; Worship Sunday 9:30 AM . 
Sunday Church School - follows Worship Service (Sept.-May) Chime Choir 
Wednesday 6:00 PM; 
OREGON

OREGON

EBENEZER REFORMED CHURCH
2997 N. German Church Rd., 815-732-6313
3 miles east of Oregon on Rt. #64 then 2 miles north on German Church Rd. 
• Rev. Josiah Youngquist
www.EBENEZERREFORMED.com • Sunday school 9:00 a.m.  Worship 10:00 
a.m.

LIGHTHOUSE UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Matthew J. Smith 4962 S. Daysville Rd., Oregon, IL 61061 815-732-7683
Worship at 9:00 a.m. Holy Communion celebrated the first Sunday of each of 
month. Lighthouse will lite up your life!

OREGON CHURCH OF GOD
860 W. Oregon Trail Road Oregon, IL      Phone: 732-6847 or 732-2604  Pastor 
Michael Hoffman; Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.; Morning worship, 10:30 a.m.; 
Wednesday activities: Adult, Children, and Youth Groups 7 p.m. At the church. 

OREGON FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
505 Hill St.  Oregon, IL 61061  Phone: 732-2642
Pastor: David Snow “A Christ-centered, Bible-believing, family-oriented 
ministry.” Sunday School 9:30 a.m.; Sunday Morning Service 10:30 a.m.; 
Sunday Evening Service 6:00 p.m.; Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

OREGON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
200 S. 4th St, Oregon, IL 61061 • 815/732-2994
www.oregonumc.org •Pastor Rev. Megan Smick
9:00am Fellowship/Sunday School; 10:00am Worship with music, meditation 
& Fellowship; 10:15am Announcements begin.

RIVERSTONE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
609 S. 10th Street , Oregon, IL 61061
Pastor Craig Arnold ~ 812-236-1213
Sunday Service @ 10:45 AM ~ contemporary style worship with coffee and 
doughnuts in our cafe! Online worship is also available via Facebook.
We believe in sharing Communion every Sunday as an act of worship. 
RiverKids Service @ 10:45 AM for nursery-6th grade ~ provides a safe and 
fun environment where kids can learn about who God is and who they are 
because of Him.
Encounter Youth Ministry for kids in 7th-12th grade meets on Sunday 
afternoons. Please see our Facebook page for scheduled dates and times. 
For complete ministry info and events, visit us online at Riverstonecc.com or on 
Facebook at facebook.com/RiverStoneChristianChurch

ST. BRIDE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
1000 Highway 64, West (Hwy 64 W & Mongan Drive on Liberty Hill), Oregon 
• 732-7211 – Office  Rev. Eldred George   
Webpage: saintbrides.org • E-mail:saint.bride.church@gmail.com • 
Worship Services: Sunday 10 am Holy Communion with Hymns
Christian Education Available

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH, NALC
114 S. 5th St. Oregon, IL  Phone: (815) 732-2367
Website: stpaulnalcoregonil.weebly.com   
10:15 a.m. Fellowship/Education hours
11:30 a.m. Worship 

POLO
ST. MARY CHURCH

Rectory/Office: 211 North Franklin Ave., Polo, IL 61064
PHONE: 815-946-2535 • Rev. Joseph P. Naill
Masses: Sun 10:30am, Tuesday Mass 8 a.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation: First Sunday of each month after 
10:30 mass
OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday-Friday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
www.stmarypolo.org 

CHURCH OF THE OPEN BIBLE
302 S. Franklin Ave., Polo, Illinois • 815-946-2848 • Luke N. Schier, Pastor       
Sunday Worship: 9:30am We include our children in our Sunday Worship 
Experience. “”THE GRAND Kids Class”  Ages 3-10 are then dismissed right 
after Praise & Worship. Blended Services. “Passion for God” “Compassion for 
People” Visit our website: PoloOpenBible.org

FORRESTON
 FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH

402 2nd Avenue, Forreston, IL 61030, Phone 815-938-3203Pastor Scott 
Ralston 
Sunday Worship 9:00 am; Sunday School 10:00 am

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
402 First Ave., Forreston, IL   Phone: 815-938-2380
Pastor Sung-Eun Kim
OPEN HEARTS, OPEN MINDS, OPEN DOORS
Worship at 9:00 a.m. (childcare provided) with coffee and fellowship 
immediately following. Sunday School Age 3-Adult, 10:15 am.
AA meets Mondays, 8:00 AM. Monthly United Methodist Women’s meetings. 

God is Good, All the Time, All the Time, God is Good!

ST. JAMES  LUTHERAN CHURCH
Pastor Karen Tews 
West Grove Rd. At Columbine Rd.
Worship Service 10:30 am. Communion is served every Sunday.
“Singing the Song of Christian Faith in Worship, Service, Learning, Outreach 
and Welcome” in a beautiful rural setting.

Everyone is cordially invited to be with us.

LEAF RIVER
 ADELINE ZION EVANGELICAL CHURCH

9106 Cedar St. in Adeline, Leaf River, IL 61047 • Ph:815-541-4863  Sunday 
Services: Sunday School 9:00 am, Worship Service 10:15 am

VISITORS WELCOME

LEAF RIVER BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Billy Hardy
Live Sermon Streaming: Sundays at 10:00 AM at www.facebook.com/
LEAFRIVERBC/
Archived Sermons on our YouTube channel: Leaf River Baptist Church (Until 
further notice)
9:30 Church Service. Nursery available, 11:00 Sunday school for all ages. 
Nursery available
6941 N Mt Morris Rd, Leaf River, IL  61047
815-738-2205  leafriverbc@gmail.com

LINDENWOOD

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH – LCMS
immanuel-lindenwood.org (for sermons, events, etc.)
16060 E. Lindenwood Road, Lindenwood, IL 61049
815-393-4500 • office@immanuel-lindenwood.org
Sunday Mornings: Divine Service @ 9am; Food & Fellowship @ 
10am; Sunday School and Adult Bible Study @ 10:30am
Food Bank: 1st and 3rd Saturdays, 9am-12pm
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Matthew Rosebrock
pastor@immanuel-lindenwood.org

LINDENWOOD UNION CHURCH
101 N Galena st, P.O box 67
Lindenwood IL 
815-393-4658
Worship- 10:00 am 
Coffee Fellowship following service

KINGS 
ELIM REFORMED CHURCH

140 S. Church Road, Kings, IL 61068  • Pastor Marv Jacobs 
Phone 815-562-6811 E-mail: goelimchurch@gmail.com
Website:  www.goelimchurch.org
Sunday morning worship 10:00 am

MOUNT MORRIS 
DISCIPLES UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

“By God’s grace in Christ, we LIVE, LOVE, and SERVE”
All are welcome here! 
9:30 am - Sunday Worship with Communion open to all
10:45 am - Sunday School (Sep - May)
www.disciplesumc.org 
(815) 734-4853 
102 N Maple Ave., Mt. Morris, IL 61054
Rev. Julie Bunt, Pastor

EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH OF MT. MORRIS
102 S. Seminary Ave., Mt. Morris, IL  61054   815-734-4942  www.efcmm.org 
Senior Pastor:  Bruce McKanna.  Sunday Schedule: 8:30 a.m.  Sunday School 
for all ages. 9:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship. 10:00 a.m.  Morning Worship with 
Childcare and Children’s Church.

BYRON
ALL SAINTS LUTHERAN CHURCH

624 Luther Drive, Byron IL 61010 815-234-5277
Pastor:  Janet Wold
Sunday Worship Service held at 9:00 am.  A recording of each Sunday’s 
worship service is available on our Facebook page and our website later in 
the day.  Communion is served every Sunday.   Sunday School for ages 3 
through Adult  is held at 10:00 am September through May. Confirmation 
studies for 7th and 8th grade students are held each Sunday morning at 
10:00 am.  Monday afternoon Bible Study is held at 1:30 pm via Zoom.  In 
person Bible Studies are held Tuesday evening at 7:00 pm and Wednesday 
afternoon at 1:30 pm.  Book Club and The GATHERING meet monthly; 
quilters meet twice monthly.  Visit our website http://www.AllSaintsByron.
org or call the church office for further information.

CORNERSTONE FAMILY CHURCH
205 N. Peru St., Byron 815-234-8737 cornerstonefam ily.church
Sr. Pastor: Erik Ness, NextGen/ Family Pastor: Collin Nicholls
Children’s Ministry Director : Lori Martin
Worship Service on Sundays at 10am with Children ‘s Worship Service and 
Nursery Available
Sr High Youth Min istry Sundays at 6:00pm, Jr High Youth Ministry 
Wednesdays at 6:30pm
Numerous Small Groups Available for All Ages throughout the week .
Please call our Church Office or visit our website for more details .
Office Hours: 8:00am -4:30pm Mondays-Thursdays 

BYRON ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH
226 E. Second St, Byron, IL 61010 - Phone 815-234-7431 – Fr. Richard 
Rosinski. Weekday Masses:  Tuesday – Friday 7:30am,  Weekend Masses: 
May – August   Sat. 5:00 pm, Sun. 8:00 am and 10:00 am, September – 
April  Sat. 5:00 pm, Sun. 8:00 am and 10:45 am, Reconciliation:  Fri. 8:00 
am – 8:30 am; Sat. 3:30 pm – 4:30 pm or by appointment

SHEPHERD EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH
NEW LOCATION! Jarrett Prairie Center 7993 N. River Rd., Byron Phone 963-
5216 Rev. Michael Axmark, Pastor.Discover Time 9:30 a.m., Fellowship 10:15 
a.m., Worship 10:30 a.m.
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 838, Byron, IL 61010

UNITED CHURCH OF BYRON
A Member of the United Church of Christ 
701 W. Second Street; PO Box 927, Byron IL 61010, 815-234-8777 
Email: ucb@comcast.net 
Website: unitedchurchofbyron.org 
Pastor: Rev. Tyler Spellious 
Youth Ministry Coordinator: Richard Simpson 
Sunday Schedule & Worship opportunities: 
Service of Meditation & Prayer: 8:15am- 8:45am 
Adult Sunday School Hour: 9am 
Kids Sunday School: (for ages 3 thru 5th grade) 9:30 -10:15am 
Coffee & fellowship time: 9:30am - 10:30am
Main Worship: 10:30am 
Spark Youth Group (for ages 6th grade thru 12th grade) - Sundays, 5pm-7pm 
For complete ministry schedule and other activities, please check our website or 
Facebook page or contact the church office. 
Whoever you are or wherever you are on your journey, you are welcome here! 

BEACON HILL ASSEMBLY OF GOD
“Building Faith for Life”
6467 N. German Church Rd., Byron, IL - Ph. (815) 234-8032 - 
beaconhillbyron.org
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 448, Byron, IL 61010
Pastor: Gary Cortese
Service Times: Sundays at 10AM; Wednesday night Faith-Lift at 6:30PM
Find us on Facebook/Beacon Hill Assembly of God

CHANA
CHANA UNITED METHODIST

Pastor Matt Smith, 606 Main Street, Chana, IL 61015. Church office 815-732-
7683. (E-mail address: chanaumc@gmail.com Adult & Children’s Education 
9:00 a.m. Worship Service 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion celebrated the first 
Sunday of each month. At Chana Church you will find Open Hearts-Open 
Minds-Open Doors.

DAVIS JUNCTION 

DAVIS JUNCTION 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Open Minds, Open Hearts, Open Doors • “God’s Heart in Our Community” 
Located in town on Rt. 72 • Our Pastor is Rev. Keith Kelsey-Powell  Sunday 
Services:  Worship 10:30am, Childrens time during Worship Service. 
Fellowship following the Worship Service each Sunday. Communion the first 
Sunday of the month. Potluck luncheon following Worship every  4th Sunday, 
except in the summer months of  June, July and August. Various small groups 
meet throughout the month. For more information about the small groups 
please call 298-2310. AA meets Wednesdays at 5:30pm and Saturdays at 9am. 
For more information please visit our website WWW.DJUMC.ORG 
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LOCAL NEWS
Polo Library News

Children’s Programs - 
September Storytime Saturdays, September 10th 

& 24th, 10:30-11:30 a.m., come join with Ms. Melanie 
at the library for a story read and craft activity. Please 
register for this event, limited supply of materials will 
be available. Both September storytimes will be themed 
around animals.

Teen Advisory Board meeting, Thursday Septem-
ber 29th, 6-7 p.m., this is a monthly meeting event 
for Polo 8th grade to senior students to attend. If you 
are interested, please contact Ms. Melanie for more 
information and/or come to the meeting to check it out 
and learn more. 

Early Dismissal Day - Wednesday, September 21st, 
12:30 p.m. - Snacks Made Simple followed by Movie 
at the Library, starting at 1pm.

For more information or to register for any of these 
programs, call 815-946-2713, email melaniew@polo-
library.org, go to the Polo Library website or Facebook 
page to look for the Google form link.

Adult Programs
2022 Outdoor Concert Series - Join us at the Polo 

Library pavilion on Saturday night, September 17th, 
for the final concert of the 2022 season as we welcome 
back The Beaux - playing your favorite classic rock 
songs from the 60s-90s. Grab a friend and bring your 
chairs to enjoy the music! The concert will start at 7 
p.m. and will last approximately two hours. The 2022 
Outdoor Concert Series is funded by a grant from the 
Community Foundation of Northern Illinois. 

Community Conversations 
Wednesday, September 14 - 10:30 a.m. - Our guest 

will be Dana Chacon, Career Services and Community 
Education Program Coordinator of Sauk Valley Com-
munity College. Coffee will be provided, registration 
is not required.

Craft Night at the Library 
Thursday, September 22nd - 5:30 p.m.
Join Tiffany Warren, from Weathered & Warren, for 

a monthly craft night at the Library! Space is limited, 
call 815-946-2713 or email library@pololibrary.org to 
register. The class is free, donation would be greatly 
appreciated towards materials and future classes.

Yoga with Becka 
Wednesday, September 29th at 6 p.m. - Call 815-

946-2713 or email library@pololibrary.org to register. 
Yoga will now be every 4th Wednesday of the month.

Book Clubs
What we’re reading and discussing in September 

- Friday Discussion Group, September 9th at 1 p.m.  
Meeting at Polo Senior Center to discuss “The Orchard” 
by Theresa Weir.

Wednesday Books 2 Movies, September 21st at 5 
p.m.  Meeting at Polo Library to talk about the book 
and movie, “Crazy Rich Asians” by Kevin Kwan. 

Monday Afternoon Book Club, September 26th at 
1:30 p.m.  Meeting at Polo Library to share our opinions 
of “Once There Were Wolves” by Charlotte McConaghy. 

Copies of these titles are available to checkout.  All 
are welcome.

Online Catalog
Did you start a series and can’t find the next book? 

Are you wanting to watch a specific movie? If we don’t 
have what you’re looking for at Polo Library, visit our 
online catalog to search other libraries and have it deliv-
ered right to Polo Library for pick up! Visit pololibrary.
org and click on “Books/Media” and “Your Account” 
to access the online catalog. 

Library newsletter 
Our newsletter is full of information on library 

services and programs.  Print copies are available at 
the library, Lifeline Food Pantry, Polo Senior Center, 
Polo Fresh Food Market, and Polo Laundromat.  If 
you prefer to receive it electronically visit our website 
and subscribe.  

Genealogy Assistance
Are you interested in researching your ancestors 

but don’t know where to start?  Do you have a start 
and need help with your research?  Stop by the first 
Wednesday 5-7 p.m. or the third Saturday 10 a.m.-noon 
and let Donna help with your project.  Polo Library is 
now a FamilySearch Affiliate Library which allows 
access to more digital records when you’re researching 
at the library.

Special Procedures
Masks are optional for staff and visitors to the library.  

If you require an access service to fully participate in 
a program or have any questions about accessibility, 
please contact Marie Monaco at 815-946-2713. 
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LOCAL NEWS

Weekly Brain Busters

Mount Morris Library News
Masks are optional
Thank you!

The Giving Pump
Stop by Shell to help support Chil-

dren’s Programming at the Mount Morris 
Library. Our local gas station has gener-
ously chosen to donate a portion of the 
proceeds from their Giving Pump toward 
our library. This pump will be wrapped 
and available through October, just look 
for the purple Giving Pump signs on 
pump 1 or 2! We would like to thank 
Shell for their support of community 
programming! Thank You!

Sleepy Story Time!
Come have a restful time as we learn 

about sleep this Wednesday, 9/7. It will be 
a dreamy time for all! Stop by with your 
little ones to enjoy stories and a craft at 
the Mount Morris Library! Wednesdays 
at 11:15 a.m.

Cookbook Club!
Join us as we reconvene The Cook-

book Club! This is a wonderful club 
where a different cookbook is chosen 
each month, you stop by to choose your 
recipe, then bring the dish to pass at our 
next meeting! This month we are using 
“Rachel Ray’s Book of 10”! Stop by to 
choose your recipe and join us on Tues-
day, September 13th at The Senior Center 

for an exciting meal!

Lego Club!
Our next Lego night on Thursday, 

September 15, from 6-6:45 p.m. Bring 
a friend and build some fun with Lego 
bricks! All children and parents are in-
vited. Children under 8 need to bring a 
parent with them.

Adult Book Club
The August book is Major Pettigrew’s 

Last Stand by Helen Simonson.  Everyone 
is welcome to join this book club group! 
Copies of the book are available at the 
library.   This group will meet in-person 
at the library on Monday, September 26th 
at 3:30 PM.  

Display Case Showings
Stop in to see our new display for Sep-

tember! Local artist, Rhonda Cheek, will 
showcase her personal art creations. They 
are beautiful pieces of artwork that will 
make you appreciate and contemplate the 
beauty! Stop by to admire these beautiful 
pieces of artwork! We are always looking 
for collectors or artists who are willing 
to share their treasures in our display 
cases.  If you are interested, please call, 
815-734-4927. 

Newspaper Available!
We will now be receiving the Dixon 

Telegraph daily! We receive the Ogle 
County Life, Sauk Valley, and Mt. Morris 
Times. If you want to keep up with the 
local news-stop on by!

Explore More Illinois-Anderson 
Japanese Gardens Offer

Explore More Illinois is a cultural 
pass program that provides discounts 
at museums, visual and performing arts 
centers, park districts, and more around 
the state.  Use Explore More Illinois to 
find fun and educational places to go on 
a free afternoon or for a little getaway.  
Explore More Illinois is easy to use with 
your library card.  Visit the library’s web-
site to browse attractions.  You can find 
the information on our website, www.
mtmorris-il.org under the resources page.

Rock River Center 
The Rock River Center has a represen-

tative in our library the second Thursday 
of every month. Services provided by 
Rock River Center are designed to enable 
older and disabled persons to remain in-
dependent, thereby avoiding costly long-
term care. No appointment necessary 
but, if you want to make an appointment 
with the Rock River Center you may call 
815-732-3252.

Adult Programming
We are trying to get back into the 

swing of offering monthly programs for 
adults.  We would love to hear from you.  
Do evenings or weekends work better?  
Do you have any program ideas?  Do you 
have a program you would like to share?  
Contact Mary Cheatwood at the library 
through email at mmlib@mtmorris-il.
org or call 815-734-4927.

Curbside Service is available!
We want to remind everyone that 

you still have the option of having your 
materials delivered to your vehicle.  If 
you have holds waiting for you, call us 
to tell us you are on your way, and we 
will bring them out to your vehicle when 
you arrive.  Call us if you need more 
information.

Additional Services Offered
We make copies ($0.25 per black and 

white page). We fax ($2 for the first page 
and $0.50 each additional page). We can 
scan a document and send it to email ($2 
per document). You can use a computer 
without a library card for $1. Resume 
software is available on our computers.  
Come visit us and let us help you!

Monthly board meetings are the third 
Wednesday of the month at 7pm at the 
library unless otherwise noted.  The 
public is welcome to attend.
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LOCAL NEWS
Oregon Library News

The Oregon Public  Library will be closed on Monday, September 5 for Labor Day. We will be open normal hours on Tuesday, September 6. 

September is National Library Card Sign Up Month
With a library card you can discover new and exciting worlds! Access to technology, innovative programming, educational resources, borrowing books, audiobooks, 

dvds  & more. There is so much you can access with a library card. Pursue your passions and dreams through your library’s resources and programs. Visit the library’s 
website, Facebook page or call 815-732-2724 to find out more about your library. 

Preschool StoryTime (18 months- 5 years)
We’re taking a break, but will be starting back on Monday, September 12 at 10 am. Go online or call to register.

We Need Your Assistance!
The Library would like your help in finding summer reading program t-shirts from over the years. Some of them we have, but 1987-1993, 1995-2006, 2010, 2011 & 

2020 are the years we are missing.  So take a look in those overcrowded drawers, closets or storage containers and help us fill in those missing years. We only need 1 or 
2 from each year, so be the first to donate yours back to the library. Any questions, just send an email or call Debbie at the Librar.

Local OHS Graduate, Pulitzer Prize Winner Eli Murray – September 6th at 4 p.m.
2012 graduate of Oregon High School, Eli Murray and teammates Corey G. Johnson and Rebecca Woolington received the Pulitzer Prize for their investigative jour-

nalism series, “Poisoned.” The Tampa Bay Times exposé tells the compelling story of highly toxic hazards inside Florida’s only battery recycling plant. In the WIFR news 
piece, Murray “credits several of his teachers at OHS as early influences in his career, saying Cheryl Bunton, the art teacher, taught him how to convey messages visually 
and his math teacher, Danyel Larsen, taught him to break down formulas into their logical components.” Eli will be at the library to discuss his journey to the Pulitzer. 

Book Clubs 
The 2WBC Book Club meets Wednesday, September 14 at 12:30 p.m. to discuss The Four Winds by Kristen Hannah.  Cocktails & Crimes meets Thursday, Septem-

ber 15th at 7 p.m. (grab a book to find out where). The Afternoon Book Club meets Wednesday, September 21 at 1:00 pm to discuss Homegoing by Yaa Gyasi. Books 
on Tap meets on September 22, at 6:30 p.m. to discuss The Secrets We Kept by Lara Prescott. Teen Book Club Association meets on September 24 at 10 am to discuss 
Cinderella is Dead by Kalynn Bayron .

Ink with A Friend Monthly Card Club- Monday, September 12th at 6:30 p.m.
Sending personal cards to your friends and family is a way to let them know you care and are thinking about them. Creating these cards makes it even more special. 

Come join us for Ink with a Friend. You will be provided a pre-cut kit along with personal instruction on how to create the wonderful cards while learning a variety of 
card making techniques. All designs include beautiful colored cardstock, gorgeous designer series paper, detailed stamped images, die cut pieces, matching ink, ribbon, 
and embellishments.  This month, Liz has designed two (2) cards for you to make. All cards come with matching envelopes. Whether you’re a new card maker or a sea-
soned pro, our kits are suited to every skill level. Don’t wait! Sign up today to reserve your spot. Registration required (815) 732-2724 or www.oregonpubliclibrary.com.

 
Try It Tuesday – Tuesday, September 13th at 10:30 a.m. and 6 p.m. (Choose your time slot)
Custom Fall Shoes.  This is NOT a Take and Make.  Bring a pair of Ked type shoes (preferably white) and make a customized sunflower fall shoe.  All supplies, except 

the shoes, are provided. Registration required, www.oregonpubliclibrary.com.

An Evening with Marlee Matlin: From Oscar to West Wing and Beyond- Wednesday, September 14th at 7:00pm
This program can be viewed in the Library or virtually.
In celebration of Deaf Awareness Month, Marlee Matlin joins Illinois Libraries Present to share the highs and lows of her Hollywood career and journeys as an ac-

tivist.  The youngest recipient of the Best Actress Oscar, Matlin’s acting career recently achieved another milestone as her 2021 film CODA swept every category it 
was nominated in at the 2022 Academy Awards. A longtime advocate for deaf rights, Matlin continues to break down barriers for herself and others through her acting, 
awareness, and writing.  As she has so aptly stated, “The only thing I can’t do is hear.  The rest is there for the taking.” This program will be offered in ASL and translated 
through an interpreter.  Registration required, (815) 732-2724 or www.oregonpubliclibrary.com.  

Blackhawk’s Final Resting Place – Friday, September 16th at 1 p.m.
Ma-Ka-Tai-Me-She-Kia-Kiak, the Sauk war leader known to the American settlers as Chief Black Hawk, fought and lost a war in 1832 as he tried to retake his home-

land. The history books say his stolen remains were destroyed in an 1853 museum fire in Burlington, Iowa. The history books are wrong. Russ Fry, MA, is a historian 
from Burlington, Iowa. He has written several books on local history and directed several documentaries.  Registration required for this in-person program, visit www.
oregonpubliclibrary.com or call (815) 732-2724.

Tom Golden, Meet the Author – Monday, September 19th at 6 p.m.
STORIES INSPIRED BY TRUE CRIMES
Tom Golden was not your average accountant. He began his career as one, but after uncovering a massive leasing fraud on his first public company audit he had found 

a new career. That was his first and last audit. He became a Forensic Accounting Investigator devoting his career to uncovering financial fraud and never looked back. 
Thirty some years later he now writes novels inspired by the many investigations he has conducted around the globe. His journey and that first fraud discovery were the 
inspiration for SUNDAY NIGHT FEARS, his first novel. A little closer to home, Tom was the fraud expert and appeared in the film All the Queen’s Horses documenting 
how Rita Crundwell deceived the town of Dixon for twenty years while she embezzled nearly $54 million—the largest municipal fraud in US history.

Using the Dixon fraud Tom will discuss how easy it could be for YOU to become a fraudster’s next victim. Visit his website for more information tomgoldenbooks.
com. Registration required for this in-person program, please visit [http://www.oregonpubliclibrary.com%20or%20call%20%28815%29%20732-2724./]http://www.
oregonpubliclibrary.com or call (815) 732-2724.

Christine Geaschel, Meet the LOCAL Author – Tuesday, September 20th at 6 p.m.
I’m a wife, and a homeschool mom to 10 children. We have graduated 6 of our kids, and 3 of them are married. We are expecting our 4th grand baby in the spring. I 

have always enjoyed writing, but haven’t always found the time to do it. When I broke my foot 8 years ago, I decided I wasn’t going to waste the 8 weeks that I was going 
to be laid up, but to use that time to start writing. I finally published my first book in November of 2021, and am currently working on writing a few more books, including 
finishing some children’s books that I started to write about 20 years ago. I’m looking forward to sharing stories about our Life in the Flock of Geaschels.  Registration 
required for this in-person event, please call (815) 732-2724 or visit www.oregonpubliclibrary.com.

Stranger Things TRIVIA at Cork N Tap - Wednesday, September 21st at 6:30 p.m.
Test your knowledge of the Netflix series Stranger Things.  Grab some friends and head down to Cork & Tap for Stranger Things Trivia.  Teams of up to 6 can compete 

for prizes and bragging rights.  Registration required, call (815) 732-2724 or visit www.oregonpubliclibrary.com to register your team.

TRIVIA is back at the Rock River Center!
The First and Third Thursday of the Month at 12:30 p.m. at Rock River Center
Test your knowledge of sports, history, movies and much more.  Come alone, bring your friends and make a team of 4, or join a team when you arrive.  Registration required, www.oregonpubliclibrary.com 

Puzzle Library
The library has a free puzzle library. Take a puzzle, leave a puzzle. This is open to anyone in the community. 

Oregon Public Library StoryWalk® @ Oregon Park West
StoryWalk® was created by Anne Ferguson of Montpelier, VT in 2007, and developed in collaboration with the Vermont Bicycle & Pedestrian Coalition and the Kellogg 

Hubbard Library. Current story is How Do Apples Grow? by Betsy Maestro.

OPLD Dial-A-Story 
Need a quick story? Call 1-630-397-0912 to hear one!  Current story- We Don’t Eat Our Classmates by Ryan T. Higgins.

Oregon Writers Group -2nd Tuesday each month at 10 a.m.
The OWG is a gathering of writers or writer-wannabes who meet to support each other and further their own writing.  The purpose of the group is to help and encourage 

you in your writing.  If you need brainstorming ideas, we can help suggest ideas or aid with the creative process. 

Passport Services
The Oregon Public Library offers Passport Application Processing. Patrons seeking Passport Services should call the Library prior to their visit to ensure that an official 

processor is available at that time and for a checklist of items, you will need for the appointment.

PCs for People
We are excited to announce our new partnership with Pcs for People! We will be a distribution site for this organization. PCs for People distributes low-cost refurbished 

computers and internet to income-eligible individuals through an easy-to-apply online application system. Every desktop includes a mouse, keyboard, power cords, and 
monitor cords at no additional cost. Visit our website for more information or use the links below.  You can also contact Pcs for People directly at 708-843-8450 or email 
at info@pcsforpeople.org. Check your eligibility here: https://www.pcsforpeople.org/eligibility/ Sign up here: https://tinyurl.com/oregonILtech

New Releases
The Awoken by Katelyn Monroe Howes SF HOW
Holy Chow by David Rosenfelt MYS ROS
Clause of Death by Lorna Barrett MYS BAR
Bark to the Future by Spencer Quinn MYS QUI
Round Up the Usual Peacocks by Donna Andrews MYS AND
In Too Steep by Kate Kingsbury MYS KIN
A Dark and Stormy Tea by Laura Childs MYS CHI
Libertines by J. Michael Martinez 306.7709 MAR
Things We Didn’t Say by Amy Lynn Green FIC GRE 
The Second Life of Mirielle West by Amanda Skenandore FIC SKE
The Burning Season by Alison Wisdom FIC WIS
When Sparks Fly by Jo McNally ROM MCN
The Gunslinger’s Guide to Avoiding Matrimony by Michelle McLean PB ROM MCL
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103 103 
AUCTIONSAUCTIONS

Hack’s Auction & Realty
Service, Inc.

Auctions – Real Estate 
Appraisals

Online Auctions 
Now Available 
Pecatonica, IL
815-239-1436

Hacksauction.com

Lenny Bryson
Sales Of All Kinds

815-946-4120 

Chana 64 Auctions
620 S. Stone Hill Rd., Chana

815-830-3898
• Pick Up Service Available 
“UWANNASELLITCALLUS”

AUCTION
SAT., SEPT. 10   9:30 AM

GARY KATZENBERGER
MT. CARROLL FARM BUREAU
811 S. CLAY ST., MT. CARROLL

Located just N. of Jct. 64/78
Auction Order: household, toys, vehicle, coins

HOUSEHOLD: 3 Century combination safes; rd.oak kitchen 
table/6 chairs/2 leaves; TOYS: various scale cars & pickups; 
JD, Fordson, AC tractors; Caterpillars:
VEHICLE: 2020 Chevy Equinox LT, AWD, cloth, approx. 
8300 miles
COINS: GOLD & SILVER: some Carson City; some 
uncirculated; OTHER COINS & MONEY: 1934 $500 & 
$50 Federal Reserve Note; (7) 1929 $20 National Currency; 
(5) 1928 I-S $20 Federal Reserve Note; 1934 A $10 Fed. Res. 
Note; (10) $2 1976 Fed. Res. Note; 1957 B&B $1 silver cert.; 
1971-78 Eisenhower $’s including proof-only issues; U.S. 
Federal Reserve notes jumbo coin collection

TERMS: CASH OR CHECK
MUST HAVE PHOTO ID TO REGISTER

JIM CALHOUN, AUCTIONEER IL LIC.440000333 
MT. CARROLL 815-244-9660

FOR FULL LISTING & PICTURES 
www.calhounauction.comSM-ST2011115

PUBLIC NOTICE
PUBLIC NOTICE

ZONING BOARD OF 
APPEALS

STATE OF )
ILLINOIS )
 )SS
COUNTY )
OF OGLE )
Public Notice is hereby 
given to all persons in 
Scott Township that a 
Public Hearing will be 
held September 29, 
2022 at 6:00 P.M. in the 
County Board Room, 
3rd floor of the Ogle 
County Courthouse, 
Oregon, Illinois, to 
consider the request 
filed August 2, 2022 
of Michael West, 107 
Oak St., Holcomb, IL 
for a Variation in the 
B-1 Business District to 
allow the construction 
of a residential 
accessory building 
(detached garage) 
with 14 foot side walls 
in lieu of 10 foot side 
walls due to parcel 
size (0.475 acre) as 
required by the Ogle 
County Amendatory 
Ordinance on property 
described as follows 
and owned by the 
petitioner:
Lots 9-10 and East Half 
(E1/2) of Lot 8, Block 14 
of Sheaf’s 2nd addition 
to Holcomb, part of 
the East Half (E1/2) of 
the Southeast Quarter 
(SE1/4) of Section 
34 Scott Township 42 
North, Range 1 East 
of the 3rd P.M., Ogle 
County, IL, 0.475 acre, 
more or less
Property Identification 
Number: 11-34-429-
004; -005; & -006
Common Location: 109 
W. Oak St - Holcomb
All persons in 
attendance at the 
hearing shall have 
an opportunity to be 
heard. Any person who
also wishes to appear 
as an interested party 
with the right to cross-
examine others at the
hearing must complete 
and file an appearance 
form with the Ogle 
County Planning & 
Zoning Department 
no later than five (5) 
business days before 
the date of the hearing. 

The application for this 
variation is on file with 
detailed description 
and available for 
examination at the 
Planning & Zoning 
Department, 911 Pines 
Rd., Oregon, Illinois or 
at the following URL:
http://www.oglecounty.
o r g / d e p a r t m e n t s /
planning_and_zoning/
z o n i n g _ b o a r d _ o f _
appeals.php.
ZONING BOARD OF 
APPEALS
RANDY OCKEN, 
Chairman
Dated at Oregon, Illinois 
this 2nd day of August 
2022
#004-22VAR
No. 0901 (Sept. 5)

PUBLIC NOTICE
PUBLIC NOTICE

ZONING BOARD OF 
APPEALS

STATE OF )
ILLINOIS )
 )SS
COUNTY )
OF OGLE )
Public Notice is hereby 
given to all persons 
in Monroe Township 
that a Public Hearing 
will be held Thursday, 
September 29, 2022 
at 6:00 P.M. at the 
Old Ogle County 
Courthouse, Third Floor 
County Board Room 
#317, 105 S. Fifth St., 
Oregon, IL, to consider 
the request filed July 
28, 2022 of Bonnie L. & 
James A. Harder, 16547 
E. McNeal Rd., Monroe 
Center, IL for a Special 
Use Permit in the AG-1 
Agricultural District to 
allow a Small Rural 
Business (equestrian
sports chiropractic 
clinic) on the property 
described as follows 
and owned by the 
petitioner(s):
Part of the Northeast 
Quarter (NE1/4) of 
the Northwest Quarter 
(NW1/4) of Section 8,
Monroe Township 42 
North, Range 2 East 
of the 3rd P.M., Ogle 
County, IL,6.77 acres,
more or less
Property Identification 
Number(s): 12-08-100-
006
Common Location: 
16547 E. McNeal Rd.

All persons in 
attendance at the 
hearing shall have an 
opportunity to be heard. 
Any person who
also wishes to appear 
as an interested party 
with the right to cross-
examine others at the
hearing must complete 
and file an appearance 
form with the Ogle 
County Planning & 
Zoning Department 
no later than five (5) 
business days before 
the date of the hearing. 
The application for this 
special use is on file 
with detailed description 
and available for 
examination at the 
Planning & Zoning 
Department, 911 Pines 
Rd., Oregon, Illinois or 
at the following URL:
http://www.oglecounty.
o r g / d e p a r t m e n t s /
planning_and_zoning/
z o n i n g _ b o a r d _ o f _
appeals.php.
ZONING BOARD OF 
APPEALS
RANDY OCKEN, 
Chairman
Dated at Oregon, Illinois 
this 28 day of July 2022
#00722SU
No. 0902 (Sept. 5)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby 
given that on July 14, 
2022, a certificate was 
filed in the Ogle County 
Clerk’s Office setting 
forth the names and 
post office address 
of all of the persons 
owning, conducting 
and transacting the 
business known as: 
M&M Creations and 
Boutique, 201 N. 3rd 
St., Oregon, IL 61061.
Dated: August 30, 2022
Laura J. Cook, Ogle 
County Clerk
No. 0904 (Sept. 5, 12, 
19)

REAL ESTATE AUCTION
FRI., SEPT. 23   

 5:30PM

DENNIS & LAURA WELLS
410 E. THIRD ST., CHADWICK

2 BR, 1BA ranch style home on 60x200 lot. 
Custom maple trim & oak floors throughout. 
Remodeled kitchen, bath & back porch. Main 
floor laundry. Includes all major appliances. 3 
car garage w/12x22 attached shed.
TERMS: Nonrefundable 10% down day of auc-
tion. Balance due at closing, approx. 45 days. 
Taxes prorated at closing. Seller has the right 
to accept or reject bids. Property sells “AS IS.”
For viewing call Jim Calhoun, Auctioneer 815-
244-9660

IL Lic.440000333
FOR PICTURES www.calhounauction.com

103 103 
AUCTIONSAUCTIONS

305 305 
GARAGE SALESGARAGE SALES

“Junk in the Trunk” Sale
Individuals and Organizations Selling 

Antiques and Collectibles,
Garage Sale Items, Clothing, Arts and 

Crafts, etc.
From the Trunks of Their cars. 
Saturday, Sept 10, 2022  

9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Behind the 

Mt. Morris Church of the Brethren PIA#91

Garage Sale
OREGON: 3628 West Camp Road.

Four Family, Extra Large Garage Sale
September 9th 8:00am-5:00pm
September 10th 8:00am-Noon
Furniture, Toys, Rugs, Tools, Clothes, 

Games, Puzzles, Home Décor, Window 
A/C, Table Saw, Antiques, Oddities, Unique 

Finds. Priced to Sell.
Nicholson Farm Cancelled if Rain.

Flossie L. Murray Personal 
Property & Real Estate Auction

SAT., SEPT. 10th – 10 A.M.
308 N. Maple St., Forreston, IL  61030

Antiques & Collectibles; Furniture; New Appliances; 
Local Adv.; Mid-Century Items; China & Glassware; 
Electronics; Household Furnishings; Dolls; Art Pot-
tery; Artwork; Textiles; Primitives; Stoneware; Light-
ing; Tools; JD LX176 Lawn Tractor; Lawn & Garden; 
Much More!

Real Estate Offered at 1:00 P.M.
Nice 3-BR Single Level Home. Expandable At-
tic, Full Basement w/ Extra Kitchen & Finished Rec 
Room. Newer Furnace & Roof. 1.5 Car Garage. Gar-
den Shed. Shade Trees & Landscape. Please Call for 
Details or a Private Showing.

Hack’s Auction & Realty Service
Greg & Swan Hachmeister, Auctioneers

Pecatonica, IL 815-239-1436
www.hacksauction.com | I.A.F.L. #44000128

Garage Sale
LEAF RIVER:

 6497 N Mount Morris Rd 
Friday 9/9: 8:00am-5:00pm & 

Saturday 9/10   8:00am-3:00pm. 
Tow-Behind Lawn Sweeper, 1980s Craftsman 
Miter Saw, 6-Station Weider Weight Machine, 
Dishes, Pots & Pans, Several Time-Life Book 

Series, Electric Knife Sharpener, Vintage Hall-
mark Ornaments, Men’s & Women’s Clothing, 

House Plants PIA#94

Estate Sale
MONROE CENTER 

Sept. 8th, 9th and 10th 
8am to 5pm. 

Follow the signs at 
Mulford Road & Rt. 72. 

All must go. Carpentry tools, cable 
saw, miter saws, antiques, household 

items, bedroom sets.

Buy, Sell, Trade or Rent
through the

Marketplace
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203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

Byron CUSD 
#226 has 

openings for 

Bus Drivers
SIGN-ON BONUS 

Available
Contact Barb Rundle 

at 815-234-5491
For more 

information
10112021

CAROL’S 
SELF 

STORAGE IN 
OREGON

Reasonable 
Rates

Sizes 10ʼx24ʼ & 
6ʼx10

Call 732-2466

1563 Kysor Drive, Byron
(next to D&W Garage)

Storage Unit Sizes:
5ʼ x 10ʼ     10ʼ x 10ʼ

10ʼ x 15ʼ  10ʼ x 20ʼ  10ʼx30ʼ

511 511 
STORAGE UNITSSTORAGE UNITS

501  501  
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

OREGON/
MT. MORRIS
Newer 1, 2 &3 BR 

APTS. Water, sewer, 
garbage inc. w/most 

units. HOUSES some 
w/garages, all in 

like new condition. 
Starting at $295/mo. 

815-734-4348 or 
815-590-2302

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-874-2257

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW, USED  
SCRATCH & DENT

• Refrigerators • Freezers 
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

11222020

303 303 
APPLIANCES APPLIANCES 

203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

Maintenance Position
Rochelle, Oregon & Ashton Branches 

Seeking qualified candidates for a Maintenance Position.  
This is a non-exempt part-time hourly position serving 
our Rochelle, Oregon and Ashton branches.  This indi-
vidual provides general maintenance and related duties 
ensuring facilities are well maintained, in good working 
order and have a clean internal and external appearance.  
Completes minor plumbing and electrical repairs as 
needed and assists staff when requested. 

The successful candidate should be a self-starter with the 
ability to work with minimal supervision, have a good 
working relationship with employees, be dependable, 
have the ability to prioritize duties and perform tasks on 
a timely basis.  Reliable transportation is required.  

Currently scheduled hours are Monday through Friday 
from 7:00am to 11:00am.  Hours can be subject to change 
depending upon weather related needs and/or assistance 
with bank sponsored events.  

Qualified and interested applicants should send resume 
and cover letter to:

Central Bank Illinois
Attn: Jeff Glen

340 May Mart Drive
Rochelle, IL  61067

Or email recruiter@central-bank.com.

Equal Opportunity Employer 08142022

Assistant Director
Rock River Center, Inc. is seeking an Assistant Director. 

Responsibilities include assisting with program and service  
development, identifying fundraising opportunities, and assisting older 

adults and their caregivers to provide information regarding  
appropriate resources related to their circumstances. 

Qualifications include excellent communication and computer skills and 
ability to multitask. Needed approximately 35 hours per week.  
Please submit a resume in person at 810 S. 10th St., Oregon, 

or via email to executivedirector@rockrivercenter.org.
Job Type: Full-time  |  Salary: DOQ

Benefits:
Flexible schedule

Paid time off

Schedule:
Monday to Friday 08

29
20

22

Truck Driver  /  
Assistant Mechanic 

Employment
Opportunity

Ogle County Highway Dept
Applicants must be at least 18 

yrs of age and have a CDL. 
Apply in person 7:00 AM - 

3:30 PM or contact the office 
for an application.

Job will remain open until the 
position is filled.

Ogle County Highway Dept
1989 S IL Rt 2, Oregon, IL

815-732-2851
www.oglecounty.org

highway@oglecountyil.gov

08
22

20
22

Cook
NIU Lorado Taft

Full time, Tues-Sat, 
11am-7pm

Full benefit package
Apply at: 

https://employment.niu.edu/
postings/65756

Maintenance  
Repair Worker

NIU Lorado Taft
Full-time, Wed-Sun, 

3-11pm
Full benefit package

Apply at: 
https://employment.niu.

edu/postings/65751

pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday (8AM-
NOON ONLY) Rochelle 
News Leader.  
 

G.E. Stainless Steel 
Refrigerator. Top Freezer 
& Ice Maker, 19.2 cu.ft. 
Located in Byron. Pur-

chased New 12/27/21 Only 
Used 3 Months. $800 

Call 815-262-8313. PIA#81
 

Craftsman LT 1000 
Riding Lawn Mower. 

New Battery, Runs 
Real Good. $450 

Call 
815-275-6551.

405  405  
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 

to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

ROCHELLE: 1003 
Lakeview Dr, 
3-Bedrrom, 2-Bath 
Ranch. Finished 
Basement, Corner Lot. 
Owner Pays Closing 
Cost. $140,000
Call 815-558-5671. (09-
07-22)

Skilled Parks Laborer
The Oregon Park District is accepting applications for a 
Full Time Skilled Parks Laborer position. Position requires  
approximately 40 hours weekly.   Qualified applicants will 
have a valid driver’s license, an acceptable driving record,  
experience using equipment and tools required for the position or  
similar equipment and tools; experience driving a truck and trailer;  
experience working in park and/or turf maintenance preferred.  
Salary range for position is $43,000-$46,000 and includes an 
excellent benefit package.  

Building Supervisor/Janitorial
The Oregon Park District is accepting applications for a 
part time Building Supervisor/Janitorial position. Position 
hours are evenings and weekends and help with shifts during  
after hour private rentals. Essential responsibilities would be  
janitorial  work at  the  Nash Recreation  Center   as    well    as   
monitoring the building for compliance issues. Apply with the 
information below or call for more detailed information. 
Applications are available online at www.oregonpark.org and 
accepted at Nash Recreation Center, 304 S. 5th St., Oregon.  
Further information may be attained by contacting Andy Egyed 
@ (815)732-3101 or andy@oregonpark.org.

Field Supervisor
The Oregon Park District is accepting applications for a  
seasonal Field Supervisor. Position days/hours vary  
depending on the sporting season. Must be available on  
evenings and weekends.  Must be 18 or older.
Applications are available online at www.oregonpark.org and 
accepted at Nash Recreation Center, 304 S. 5th St., Oregon.  
Further information may be attained by contacting Lesley  
Sheffield @ (815)732-3101 or lesley@oregonpark.org.  

Extended Time Supervisor
The Oregon Park District is accepting applications for  
part-time Extended Time instructors for the after school  
program at Oregon Elementary School. Perfect job for high 
school or college students that enjoy working with children. 
Shifts available after school 3-5:30 p.m. Monday-Friday.  
Availability isn’t required for every day. Must be 16 years or  
older.
Applications are available online at www.oregonpark.org and 
accepted at Nash Recreation Center, 304 S. 5th St., Oregon.  
Further information may be attained by contacting Kelley  
Huston @ (815)732-3101 or kelley@oregonpark.org.

09052022

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com
 
ANTIQUES WANTED: I 
pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 

815-784-4256 For 
Availability or Visit us 
on Facebook.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
it’s care.

can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119 119 
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

JNJ JUMPERS Indoor/
Outdoor Bounce House 
Rentals Available Year 
Round. Please Call 

113 113 
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

405  405  
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113 113 
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

Class-A CDL
Drivers Wanted

$500 Sign on bonus
Earn up to

$33/per hour
Local Trucking 

Company seeking 
full time,

year- round driver to 
haul grain.

815-938-3644
Please

leave message.
09052022

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

Studio Apartment 
For Rent. 

$430/Month 
Plus Deposit. 

Call 
815-985-7136.

501  501  
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

Will Buy 
Muzzleloader 
Black Powder. 

Top Dollar Paid. 
815-323-0519. 

315 315 
WILL BUYWILL BUY



*All participants who attend an estimated 60-90-minute in-home product consultation will receive a $100 VISA Gift Card. Retail value is $100.
Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer
is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete
presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this
offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home
consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted
except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class
United States Mail within 10 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind.
Offer not sponsored and is subject to changewithout notice prior to reservation. Offer not available in the states of CA, IN, PA andMI. Expires 9/30/22.

K CKOFF THE
SEASON

KICKOFF TH
E S

With The Best
Sale of The Y

ear

*Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own
your home, or we will clean your gutters for free

LIFETIME NO-CLOG
WARRANTY

MADE ONSITE SPECIFICALLY
FOR YOUR HOME

THE ONLY ONE-PIECE
SEAMLESS DEBRIS
SHEDDING GUTTER SYSTEM.

SCRATCHGUARD®

PAINT FINISH

Call Today for Your
FREE Estimate!

SPECIAL
FINANCING
AVAILABLE

815-673-7499

$100 VISA GIF

Upon completion of appointment

ONLYONLYLYONLY

$99$99$99
Insta

llatio
n*

Insta
llatio

n*

FT CARD

t

*Subject to credit approval, with the purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub or Shower. Interest is billed during the promotional period but all interest is waived if the 
purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. There is no minimum monthly payment required during the promotional period. Safe Step 

Walk-In Tub is neither a broker nor a lender. Financing is provided through third-party lenders una�  liated with Safe Step Walk-In Tub, LLC under terms and conditions 
arranged directly between the customer and such lender. All subject to credit requirements and satisfactory completion of fi nance documents. Any fi nance terms 

advertised are estimates only. O� er available in select markets, not available in Canada. Participating dealers only. Other restrictions may apply.

Scan me

C
SLB 10

82165  N
SC

B 0
0

82999  0
0

83445

North America’s
#1 Selling Walk-In Tub

Featuring our Free Shower Package

For a limited time only with purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. 
Not applicable with any previous walk-in tub purchase. 

Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present offer at 
time of purchase. Financing available with approved credit.

Buy Now, Pay Later! 

NO PAYMENTS 
FOR 18 MONTHS!*

plus a Free Shower Package

815-515-4749
or visit BuySafeStep.com

Now you can fi nally have all of the soothing benefi ts of 
a relaxing warm bath, or enjoy a convenient refreshing 
shower while seated or standing with Safe Step 
Walk-In Tub’s FREE Shower Package! 

✓ First walk-in tub available with a customizable shower

✓ Fixed rainfall shower head is adjustable for your 
height and pivots to offer a seated shower option

✓ High-quality tub complete with a comprehensive 
lifetime warranty on the entire tub

✓ Top-of-the-line installation and service, all 
included at one low, affordable price

Now you can have the best of both worlds–there isn’t 
a better, more a� ordable walk-in tub!

Backed by a lifetime guarantee.
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LOCAL NEWS
Beer & Bread Pairing 

at Cork N Tap
Join us at Cork & Tap 

for a fun and delicious 
fall pairing event. Enjoy 4 
great beers with four tasty 
boule breads with home-
made butter baked fresh at 
Jen’s Artisan Breads. Join 
us Saturday, September 17 
from 6:30-8 p.m. Cost is 
$24R/$29NR. Deadline to 
register is September 10.

CPR and First Aid for 
your pets

Pet lovers will enjoy 
this 5+ hour class which 
includes CPR techniques, 
first aid skills, health 
care and wellness in-
formation for dogs and 
cats.  Additionally, the 
class includes the PetSav-
er40-page handbook and 
upon successful comple-
tion, each participant will 
receive a certificate and 
wallet card.  Certification 
is through Pet Tech, Inc.  
Instructor, Beth Wiltshire, 
will cover topics which 
include:  helping your pet 
in a medical emergency, 
assessing vitals, rescue 
breathing, choking man-
agement, bleeding and 
more. After completion, 
you will be prepared for 
a medical emergency with 
your pet and the certifi-
cation is also a bonus for 
those pet sitting, training, 
grooming, etc.  This class 
is on Tuesday and Thurs-
day, September 27th and 
29th, from 5:30-8pm will 
take place at Nash Recre-
ation Center. Cost is $80R/ 
$90NR and the deadline to 
register is September 18th. 

Boys 6th Grade Com-
petitive Basketball

This  compe t i t ive 
league elevates the expec-

tation of both the players 
and the coaches.  Games 
are scheduled by Oregon 
School District and will 
replicate the 7th and 8th 
grade schedule.  All home 
games will be played at 
Nash.  Transportation to 
all away games will be 
provided by OCUSD. 
Roster size is limited on 
this team and try-outs 
may be required. Practices 
are scheduled to begin 
the week of September 
27th.  A volunteer coach 
is needed for this league, 
please contact lesley@or-
egonpark.org if interested. 
Cost is $75R/$90NR and 
the deadline to register is 
September 15th.

Fall Mini Pitch Adult 
League

Mini Pitch Soccer 
Adult League!

Join us for an adult 
small sided soccer league 
on our new Mini Pitch 
court at Park West.  Games 
will be a 4 v 4 format, with 
1 goalie and 3 field play-
ers.  Each week teams will 
play 3 officiated matches 
in their 1 hour time slot.  
Each match will feature 
two 6 minute halves with 
a 4 minute half time break.  
Team rosters may have 
up to 6 people. A tourna-
ment will be played the 
last week of the season. 
Players must be at least 18 
and have graduated High 
School. Cost is $100 and 
the deadline to register is 
September 15th.

OHS Boys Varsity 
Basketball Clinic

Get ready for basket-
ball season!  This Co-Ed 
basketball clinics is being 
run by the OHS Varsity 
Boys Basketball coaches 

and team and will focus 
on fundamental skill de-
velopment that will help 
your player be prepared 
for their upcoming season.  
The first clinic is for grades 
6th-8th, and will be on Mon-
day September 22nd from 
6-8 p.m. at the Blackhawk 
Center. All proceeds will 
benefit the OHS Boys 
Basketball program. Cost 
is $15R/$18NR and dead-
line for registration is 
September 18th. 

State Park Hike
Join former park rang-

er, Grant Afflerbaugh, on 
September 17th for a hike 
through the Lowden-Mill-
er State Forest. Grant 
will lead the group and 
provide educational in-
formation throughout the 
hike. Hike solo or bring 
family and friends as we 
reconnect with nature! 
The group will meet at 
the forest the day of the 
program. All proceeds 
from the hike will benefit 

the Oregon United Meth-
odist Church’s Wednesday 
night free meal program. 
Cost is $2R/$3 NR and 
the deadline is September 
14th.

Fall Porch Pot
Create your very own 

Fall Porch Pot.  The col-
ors will be beautiful and 
compliment your outdoor 
decor.  Join Tyler of Hage-
mann Horticulture at Ore-
gon’s newest event venue, 
River’s Edge Experience, 
for a fun evening of design 
and planting. Cork ‘N Tap 
will be on hand to provide 
a full bar. In this hands-on 
workshop you will plant a 
mum, flowering cabbage, 
and decorative grasses 
in a container which is 
provided.  You will also 
learn about watering and 
care for your new fall pot.  
Class will be held on Sep-
tember 21st and the cost is 
$46R/$55NR.  Deadline is 
September 13th, but these 
classes fill up fast!

Kids Pizza Party
Do you have a budding 

chef in your house that’s 
looking for something fun 
to do after school? Why 
not learn to make mini 
pizza pies?? Kids 9 years 
and older are invited to 
join Lynnie at Nash and 
make two mini 8-inch piz-
zas from scratch. Choice 
of pepperoni or cheese...
or one of each! Perfect to 
take home and bake for 
the family to enjoy!

Lynnie’s Kitchen will 
provide all food supplies 
but you will be asked to 
bring a few utensils and 
cooking supplies to class.  
Cost is $27R/$32NR and 
deadline is September 
13th. 

Sicilian Stuffed Meat-
loaf

Do you love meatloaf? 
How about Italian style 
meatloaf that’s stuffed 
and rolled to create a 
delicious dinner? Here’s 
the class for you, on Sep-
tember 22nd at Cork And 

Tap! Elegant enough for 
company or your family. 
Take home and bake. 
Choice of beef or turkey 
meatloaf. Lynn Kaufman 
of Lynnie’s Kitchen will 
provide all food supplies 
but you will be asked to 
bring a few utensils and 
cooking supplies to class. 
Cost is $36R/$43NR and 
the deadline is September 
15th. 

Witch is in!-Canvas 
Painting

Grab a friend and head 
to Cin’s Treasures for a 
step by step Halloween 
painting class.  Partic-
ipants aged 12 and up 
will trace a basic pattern 
and paint on a 16x20 
canvas to take home.  No 
experience is necessary.  
Beverages and snacks 
are permitted.  Class is 
on September 24th at Cin’s 
Treasures from 5-7 p.m.  
Cost $35R/$42NR and 
deadline is September 
16th. 

Oregon Park District has upcoming activities, events planned


