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Sale Price $33,880* 
MSRP $35,080

Stock # G0267
* Plus tax, title, license and doc fee. 

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

CRESTON — At its 
monthly meeting Tuesday, 
the Creston Village Board 
resolved to not increase 
gaming fees for businesses 
within the village after 
a state law changed that 
allows fees per terminal 
to be increased from $25 
to $250.

The only business in 
Creston with video gam-
ing is Moose Knuckle 
Bar & Grill, which has 
six machines. Creston 
Village Attorney David 
Tess said that a boundary 
agreement that Creston 
has with Rochelle did not 
require it to have the same 
rate gaming fee structure. 

See CRESTON pg 3

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

OREGON — On Tues-
day in a press release, 
Ogle County State’s At-
torney Mike Rock and 
Ogle County Sheriff Brian 
VanVickle announced that 
they have filed a complaint 
against Illinois Gov. J.B. 
Pritzker and Illinois Attor-
ney General Kwame Raoul 
in Ogle County Circuit 
Court seeking to have the 
criminal justice reform 
SAFE-T Act declared 
unconstitutional. 

The Safety, Account-
ability, Fairness and Eq-
uity-Today Act passed in 
the early hours of Jan. 13, 
2021. It abolishes cash 
bail beginning in Jan. 
1, 2023, reforms police 
training, certification and 
use-of-force standards, 
expands detainee rights 
and requires body cameras 
at all departments by 2025. 
The legislation has been 
amended twice since its 
passing to accommodate 
concerns of law enforce-
ment groups and changes 
have included moving 
effective dates back and 
use-of-force language.

”The SAFE-T Act, 
which was passed in the 
middle of the night by 
a lame duck legislature, 

does  nothing to improve 
the safety of the citizens of 
Illinois,” Tuesday’s press 
release from Rock and 
VanVickle said. “There 
was not a mandate from 
the voters for it. It barely 
had enough votes to pass, 
even in the extremely-lop-
sided, Democrat-majority 
Springfield legislature. 
The process that was used 
to pass the bill was flawed, 
rendering the bill uncon-
stitutional. The resulting 
bill language contains 
inconsistencies that will 
only serve to allow danger-
ous individuals to remain 
on the street as well as 
place even more unfunded 
mandates on county gov-
ernment.”

The press release said 
VanVickle and Rock are 
hopeful the courts will 
declare the act unconsti-
tutional before it goes into 
full effect Jan. 1. 

VanVickle, who is cur-
rently the immediate past 
president of the Illinois 
Sheriffs’ Association, has 
previously testified against 
the SAFE-T Act in Spring-
field. He said since the 
amendments earlier this 
year, the legislature has 
been “not open to any 
discussions” related to bail 
reform, which is his chief 
concern with the SAFE-T 

County officials file SAFE-T Act complaint
Over 50 percent of Ogle County Jail population will be released Jan. 1

Ogle County State’s Attorney Mike Rock and Ogle County Sheriff Brian VanVickle 
announced that they have filed a complaint against Illinois Gov. J.B. Pritzker and 
Illinois Attorney General Kwame Raoul in Ogle County Circuit Court seeking to 
have the criminal justice reform SAFE-T Act declared unconstitutional. 

(PHOTO BY BRAD JENNINGS)

Act.
“It’s always been, ‘Not 

this session. We’ll do 
it in the next session,’” 
VanVickle said. “They’ve 
really gotten us to the point 
where we are today where 
there’s an issue coming 
Jan. 1. Our concerns are 

based in statute and the 
state’s attorney feels that 
[filing a complaint] is the 
best way to address those. 
Because the legislature 
refuses to.”

Ogle County’s state’s 
attorney and sheriff are not 
the first in Illinois to file a 

complaint, and they likely 
won’t be the last. VanVick-
le expects a “significant 
portion” of counties to file 
the same type of lawsuit 
and believes the eventual 
number will be around 100. 

See SAFE-T page 5

IDOT eyes Rochelle for EV stations
City Mgr. Fiegenschuh: ‘More electric vehicles are coming’

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — On 
Sept. 21, Rochelle City 
Manager Jeff Fiegenschuh 
said that the Illinois De-
partment of Transporta-
tion is looking at Rochelle 
for an initiative that in-
volves putting in electric 
vehicle charging stations 
at Pilot Travel Centers and 
Love’s Travel Stops.

IDOT has applied for 
federal funding for the 
idea and it met with city 
officials due to Rochelle 
being under consideration. 

“They have several 
locations throughout the 
state that they’ve consid-
ered that might be a good 
location for large-scale 
charging stations,” Fie-
genschuh said. “This is in 
the infancy of the grant, so 
they’ve only looked at us. 
We told them, ‘Certainly, 
but we don’t want to own 
them.’ So I think they’re 
also looking to find a 
private, third-party entity 
that would basically own 
and operate the charging 
stations.”

Rochelle is already the 
site of some electric vehi-
cle charging stations. The 

Rochelle City Manager Jeff Fiegenschuh said that the Illinois Department of 
Transportation is looking at Rochelle for an initiative that involves putting in 
electric vehicle charging stations at Pilot Travel Centers and Love’s Travel Stops.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

Casey’s General Store on 
the south side had Tesla 
charging stations put in 
earlier this year. The city 
and Rochelle Municipal 
Utilities have charging 
stations of their own 
downtown and more are 
planned for that area as 
part of a downtown grant 
the city recently received. 

Fiegenschuh said he 
doesn’t see the city being 

interested in owning its 
own large-scale charging 
facility in the future, but he 
said RMU would be happy 
to provide the power to 
a private company, as it 
does with the new Tesla 
stations.

“We just meter the 
charging stations and 
then they bill out their 
customers,” Fiegenschuh 
said. “If we were to get 

a large charging station 
in our community, that’s 
the direction I think we’d 
want to go in. We’ll just 
put in the infrastructure 
and have a primary meter 
and the owners have their 
own service beyond the 
meter. We’ll sell the power 
to company X that has the 
charging stations.”

See CITY page 2

Board opts 
not to raise 
gaming fees
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Rochelle Community Hospital donated an automated external defibrillator (AED) to the Rochelle Police 
Department. The defibrillator is one of two Rochelle Police recently received, and they will be placed in 

patrol cars to provide officers another resource with which to serve the community. Pictured left to right: 
RPD Communications Supervisor Luisa Nambo, RPD Chief Eric Higby, RCH Chief Executive Officer Gregg 

Olson, RCH Manager of Emergency Services Janis Astle and RCH Chief Nursing Officer Rhonda Marks.

RCH donates AED to Rochelle Police Department

ROCHELLE — Think 
Pink! Walk in at Rochelle 
Community Hospital for 
your screening mammo-
gram on any Thursday be-
tween the hours of 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. No appointment 
is necessary and you do 
not need a doctor’s order 
to have a screening. For 
more information, please 
call the RCH Radiology 
Department at 815-562-
2181, ext. 1350. If you 
are uninsured, ask about 
Well Woman services. 
Evening appointments are 
also available.

Any patient completing 
a mammogram during the 

month of October will 
receive a “Nobody Fights 
Alone” t-shirt. 

RCH has been offering 
3D mammography to its 
patients for five years. 
Together, its technologists 
have a combined total 
of more than 45 years of 
mammography experience 
and one technologist is also 
bilingual. Since October is 
Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month, a lot of women use 
this as a reminder for their 
yearly visit. RCH also sends 
a letter to remind its patients 
when their mammogram 
is due.

Many factors over the 

course of a lifetime can 
influence your breast cancer 
risk. You can’t change some 
factors, such as getting old-
er or your family history, but 
you can help lower your risk 
of breast cancer by taking 
care of your health in the 
following ways: Keep a 
healthy weight, exercise 
regularly, don’t drink alco-
hol or limit alcoholic drinks 
to no more than one per day, 
if you are taking, or have 
been told to take, hormone 
replacement therapy or oral 
contraceptives, ask your 
doctor about the risks and 
find out if it is right for you, 
breastfeed your children, if 

possible and if you have a 
family history of breast can-
cer or inherited changes in 
your BRCA1 and BRCA2 
genes, talk to your doctor 
about other ways to lower 
your risk.

Staying healthy through-
out your life will lower your 
risk of developing cancer, 
and improve your chances 
of surviving cancer if it 
occurs.

Men are not exempt 
from breast cancer. If you 
have any concerns about 
discovery of a lump or any 
changes in your breasts, 
consult your physician 
sooner than later.

RCH offers walk-in Thursdays for mammograms

From page 1

The city manager said 
Rochelle is under consid-
eration by IDOT because 
of its proximity to Inter-
state 39 and Interstate 88 
and the lack of charging 
stations in the area. 

“There was a time be-
fore we had ours here that 
there weren’t any between 
Rockford and Peru,” Fie-
genschuh said. “If we 
don’t have ours here, when 
you go from DeKalb on 
Interstate 88 there aren’t 
much to the west. We’re 
on two major interstates 
and our proximity to other 
charging stations makes 
for a need.”

More electric vehicles 
and charging stations in 
the future will require 
RMU to upsize its infra-
structure, Fiegenschuh 
said. At this point, RMU 
is not able to handle 
more of them without 
improvements, especially 
for home chargers put in 
by residents in older areas 

of town. 
More charging stations 

will require upsizing wires 
and transformers, which 
will bring costs to the 
city-owned utility. 

“If that happens, you 
have to have the infra-
structure in place for these 
vehicles to charge,” Fie-
genschuh said. “I definite-
ly think it’s going to be an 
issue in the future. That’s 
why it’s great to have a 
local utility because you 
have people here trying 
to determine, ‘How do we 
make that happen?’”

The city manager said 
he expects to see “a large 
amount” of charging sta-
tions coming to the state 
and area in the future, 
especially with federal 
funding available. RMU 
plans to look at making 
improvements over time 
with the idea of more 
charging stations in mind.

“More electric vehicles 
are coming and we need 
to be prepared for it,” 
Fiegenschuh said. 

City Manager Jeff Fiegenschuh said Rochelle is under 
consideration by IDOT because of its proximity to 
Interstate 39 and Interstate 88 and the lack of 
charging stations in the area. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

CITY: More EV stations 
could come to Rochelle

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — On 
Saturday, Oct. 15 from 
6-10 p.m. the Rochelle 
Township High School 
Education Foundation will 
be hosting a Boos, Brews & 
BBQ smoker competition 
fundraiser event at Fat Cat 
Slots at 229 Powers Road 
in Hillcrest. 

Rochelle Foods has 
donated over 200 pounds 
of pork that will be smoked 
and made into various 
dishes by cooks that are 
participating in the event, 
which will also feature a 
musical performance by 
local band The Vodka Boys 
and a raffle. Entry for the 
event is $20 per person. 

This is the RTHSEF’s 
second year putting on the 
smoker competition event 
as its fundraiser. The orga-
nization has held various 
iterations of fundraisers 
over the years.

“Last year’s event 
was very well-attended,” 
RTHSEF Board Vice Pres-
ident Angela Seldal said. 
“We had well over 100 
people and Fat Cat Slots 
was packed inside and out. 
After all of our expenses, 
we raised around $6,000, 
which was great. This year, 
we’ll have the chef from 
Flight Deck Bar & Grill as a 

judge and Jeremy Hicks of 
Hicks BBQ will be a judge 
as well. Last year everyone 
was amazed at the amount 
of food. People made very 
creative dishes with the 
pork. It’s not just pulled 
pork sandwiches. There 
were poppers, taquitos and 
more. There will be raffle 
baskets. It’s a great night 
out for $20.”

Seldal likened the event 
to the 30 Men Who Cook 
event, which was previous-
ly held as a fundraiser by 
the foundation. 

“But it’s these enthu-
siastic men and women 
who want to smoke their 
food,” Seldal said. “There 
are sides too. Last year 
we even had smoked 
bacon-wrapped Oreos. 
They were very creative 
last year.” 

The money the RTHSEF 
raises is used to buy things 
for the high school that the 
normal RTHS budget can’t 
afford. In the past, it’s been 
used to buy drones, heart 
monitors, physical edu-
cation equipment, special 
library books and cameras.

Teachers write grants 
and apply to the RTHSEF. 
The requirements for the 
grant are that the purchases 
be sustainable and impact 
a large number of students. 

See RTHS page 3

Smoker competition 
fundraiser is Oct. 15
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The 2023 From The Heart Cash Calendars 
are NOW AVAILABLE!!

The proceeds of the sale of the  calendars 
benefit our From The Heart recipients: 

Pegasus Special Riders, Rochelle Christian 
Food Pantry, HOPE, Focus House, Shining Star 

Children’s Advocacy 
Center, CASA, Rochelle Area 

Community Foundation, Hub City 
Senior Center & Rochelle Rotary.

OUR CHARITIES 
NEED OUR 
SUPPORT 

NOW MORE 
THAN EVER!

YES! Send me my 2023 From The Heart Cash Calendar!  
(Please Print) 

    NAME: ______________________________________________ 
   ADDRESS: ___________________________________________
   CITY, STATE, ZIP:  ____________________________________
   PHONE:  _____________________________________________
   NUMBER OF CALENDARS: _________________________
 Clip and mail this form along with $23 

($20 per calendar plus $3 per calendar postage) to: 
 Rotary Calendar, PO BOX 372, Rochelle, IL 61068

For Just $20 you have a chance to be one of
365 DAILY WINNERS TOTAL CASH PRIZES $18,250

PLUS Each Calendar Has VALUABLE LOCAL COUPONS

Here are 3 Ways to Purchase Your 
2023 From The Heart Cash Calendar!

• ONLINE: Go to http://fromtheheartrochelle.org and click on 
CASH CALENDARS. Once the calendar is purchased we will mail it out to 
you! Shipping and processing fees will be added to cost.

• IN PERSON: You can pick up a 2023 From The Heart Cash 
Calendar TODAY at the following locations:
     In Rochelle at: First State Bank, Stillman Bank, HOPE Chest, 
Dimond Bros. Insurance and Hub City Senior Center 
     In Oregon at: Merlin’s 
     In Dixon at: Shining Star 
    
• • BY MAIL: Fill out the form below and send it in to us and we will mail a 
2023 From The Heart Cash Calendar to you! 
Shipping fees are added to cost.

Open Daily at 9AM

Hwy 251 N. Rochelle • 815-562-6039

Serving Rochelle’s Favorite Chicken
   for over 40 years!
By the Snack–Dinner–Bucket!
Enjoy 16 flavors of ice 

cream, soft serve, 
splits, sundaes, cones, 

malts & shakes

See us on Facebook for daily specials!

Hamburgers, Fries,  Hot Dogs, Gyros, 
Italian Beef, Seafood, Sandwiches, 
Sausages, Shrimp, Homemade Soups

Breakfast: Sausage Gravy With Biscuits
and Tater Tots

OUR MENU
     INCLUDES:

Call for our
catering menu! 08

30
20

15

• Secure Entry System
• Community room with kitchen
• Activities
• On-site coin operated laundry
• On-site management office
• Dependable 24/7 maintenance service
• On-site parking for residents

For more information, please call 815-562-1404
Full time Social Service Coordinator is available to assist residents

615 N. Lincoln Hwy.
Rochelle, IL 61068
TTY 847-390-1460

Rent based
on 30% of a 

Resident’s Adjusted 
Gross Income

M A N A G E D  B Y:

w w w. L S S I . o r g

Owned and operated by Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI) offering 
apartment living for older adults in Rochelle and the surrounding communities.

0101201701132019

Lincoln ManorAPARTMENT AVAILABLE

From page 1

In recent months, the 
Rochelle City Council 
approved future gaming 
fee increases. Gaming 
fees will be raised in 
Rochelle gradually over a 
three-year period starting 
Jan. 1, 2023 to $100, to 
$150 on Jan. 1, 2024 and 
to $250 on Jan 1, 2025.

Vehicle
The board unanimous-

ly approved the purchase 
of a new maintenance 
vehicle from Brad Man-
ning Ford in DeKalb 
that will be used to plow 
snow and do work around 
the village. The 2022 
Ford F-250 will cost the 
village a maximum of 
$70,000. The purchase 
of a snow plow and lights 
was also unanimously 
approved not to exceed 
$13,000.

The board waived 
competitive bidding on 
both purchases due to 
supply shortages in the 
vehicle industry.

The village plans to 
hold onto its current 
maintenance vehicle un-
til the new truck is in 
service and possibly sell 
it afterwards.

Farm lease
The board voted 6-0 

with Trustee Wayne Wil-
liams abstaining to issue 
a notice to quit to Eric 
Petry, who has a lease to 

farm 144.6 acres of the 
village’s land that will 
soon expire.

Petry attended last 
month’s meeting and of-
fered to increase his rent 
for another year by $20 
per acre that would bring 
it up to $330. The village 
plans to negotiate with 
Petry and potentially go 
out for bid for the lease 
of the land in the future.

“I think we need to 
get the best deal we can 
for the village,” Village 
President Tom Byro said. 
“There’s a lot of big num-
bers around. We don’t 
have to take anybody’s 
bid if we don’t want to.”

Well
Maintenance
Village Engineer Kev-

in Bunge presented costs 
for planned upcoming 
well maintenance in the 
village. The work will 
likely take place in the 
spring.

Creston has two wells 
(well two and well three). 
Well three was drilled in 
1980 and has never been 
pulled to be examined for 
maintenance, which is 
planned by the village. 
The base price for the 
work is $18,500. After 
that, there will be un-
knowns until it’s known 
what work is needed.

“Those unknowns 
c o u l d  b e  a n o t h e r 
$28,000,” Bunge said. 

CRESTON: Board approves maintenance vehicle purchase

“If different parts are bad 
and need to be replaced. 
It’s up to the board if you 
would like to pay for a 
temporary pump in case 
there’s a problem with 
the other well during the 
work. The village could 
be without water if that 
happened. The tempo-
rary cost for the pump is 
$13,500.”

The board took no 
action on the matter and 
will revisit it in the future 
as the work gets closer.

Abandoned
Properties

Village Building In-
spector Casper Manheim 
said during the meeting 
that work is ongoing 
to clean up abandoned 
properties in the village.

Last month, Byro stat-
ed the village’s desire to 
get the properties cleaned 
up through inspection, 
taking legal action and 
potentially purchase by 
the village.

Christmas tree
The board unanimous-

ly approved a $1,075 
donation to the Creston 
Dement Library for the 
purchase of a tree that 
will be planted across 
from the library to use as 
a Christmas tree in Cres-
ton in the years ahead.

Christmas in Creston 
will take place on Satur-
day, Dec. 3 from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. and will include 
vendors and activities 
and the booster hall, 

library and possibly the 
school. The parade will 
take place the night of 
Dec. 2. 

Halloween
Trick-or-treating in 

Creston will take place 
Saturday, Oct. 29 from 
5-8 p.m., aligning with the 
City of Rochelle’s plans. 

Hydrants
Hydrant flushing in 

the village will take place 
Oct. 18 and 19.

The board unanimously approved the purchase of a new maintenance vehicle from Brad Manning Ford in 
DeKalb that will be used to plow snow and do work around the village.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

From page 2

“The kids get to expe-
rience things like tech-
nology,” Seldal said. 
“The school can’t always 
afford to have those 

new innovations. That’s 
something we can step 
in and do. The kids get 
to work with things like 
drones. We bought some 
cool physical education 
equipment. These are 

things the kids wouldn’t 
get to experience with the 
everyday budget.”

Seldal thanked the 
sponsors of the event 
such as Rochelle Foods 
and Holcomb, Central and 

Stillman Banks. Rochelle 
Community Hospital is 
the fundraiser’s present-
ing sponsor.

“The community al-
ways supports our event,” 
Seldal said. “They spon-

sor it, attend it and cook 
in it.”

Seldal said the RTHSEF 
is always looking for new 
board members to expand 
on its work to help RTHS 
students such as the Oct. 

15 event.
“It’s just something fun 

that helps to add to educa-
tion and make school fun 
and give kids experiences 
they wouldn’t normally 
get.”

RTHS: Education Foundation fundraiser set for Oct. 15
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Any arrests listed 
in this paper are 
merely charges and 
the defendants are 
presumed innocent 
unless proven guilty in 
a court of law. Please 
note that all police 
reports received from 

the Rochelle Police, the 
Ogle County Sheriff’s 
Department and the 
Illinois State Police, will 
be printed without 
exception. Requests to 
omit particular reports 
will not be considered or 
honored at any time.

Report policy

Steward United Methodist Women/UWF

Drive-Thru

TurkeySupper
Thursday, October 13, 2022
Steward United Methodist Church

507 Main Street, Steward, Illinois 60553

Join us for a fall tradition, and support the mission 
efforts of the United Methodist Women/UWF.

$13 Adults
$6 ages 6-12
5 & under free

Cash or Checks Only
Payable to Steward United 

Methodist Women

Carry-Out
ONLY!

4:30-6:30 pm
No Reservation!

First come, first served!

Includes:
Homemade Turkey, 
Dressing, Mashed 

Potatoes and Gravy, 
Corn, Rolls, Coleslaw, 
Cranberry Sauce and 

Homemade Pie!

RNLSPEC

Crawford Foundation’s Pancake Breakfast
Saturday, October 15th  

7:00 a.m. - Noon
Lincoln School Cafeteria 

Tickets available at the door

All proceeds benefit the students of Rochelle Elementary Schools

$6/person 

*Children 5 and Under 

are Free

OREGON — On Oct. 
2 at 8:58 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop in 
the 7,000 block of North 
Illinois Route 2 for a 
speeding violation. After 
an investigation, Sierra 
Sprague, 23, of Loves 
Park was arrested for driv-
ing under the influence of 
alcohol. Sprague was also 
cited for speeding 26-34 
m.p.h. over the speed lim-
it, improper lane usage, 
operating an uninsured 
motor vehicle and illegal 
transportation of alcohol. 
Sprague was transported 
to the Ogle County Jail 
where she was held in lieu 
of bond. 

On Oct. 2 at approx-
imately 12:50 a.m. dep-
uties conducted a traffic 
stop within the 15,000 
block of East Illinois 
Route 64 for a stop sign 
violation. After an inves-
tigation, Victor M. Solis, 
27, of Carol Stream, was 
arrested for driving under 
the influence of alco-
hol. Solis was addition-
ally cited for disobeying 
a stop sign.  Solis was 
transported to the Ogle 
County Jail, where he was 
held in lieu of bond.

On Oct. 3 at about 7:58 
p.m. deputies conducted a 
traffic stop in the 13,000 
block of West Illinois 
Route 72/26. After a brief 
investigation, deputies ar-
rested John Vaultonburg, 
of Forreston, for driving 
while license suspended. 
Vaultonburg was released 
on a $2,500 individual 
bond with a return court 
date. Vaultonburg was 

also issued a citation for 
an equipment infraction. 

On Oct. 4 at approx-
imately 8:31 p.m. depu-
ties conducted a traffic 
stop in the 300 block 
of West Illinois Route 
38 in Rochelle. After a 
brief investigation, Omar 
Penaran-Lopez, 24, of 
Rochelle, was arrested for 
no valid driver’s license 
and an active arrest war-
rant. Penaran-Lopez was 
also cited for failure to 
yield while turning left, 
improper turn signal and 
illegal transportation of 
alcohol. Penaran-Lopez 
was transported to the 
Ogle County Jail and held 
in lieu of bond.  

On Oct. 5 at approx-
imately 10:32 p.m. dep-
uties conducted a traffic 
stop on Interstate 39 at 
mile marker 100. After 
investigation, deputies 
placed Codaine Harris, 
34, of Rockford under 
arrest for driving while 
license suspended. Harris 
was additionally issued a 
citation for illegal win-
dow tint. Harris was re-
leased on an I-Bond at the 
scene and given a future 
court date.  

On Oct. 5 at approx-
imately 9:13 p.m. depu-
ties conducted a traffic 
stop on Interstate 39 at 
mile marker 100. After 
investigation, deputies 
placed Demarian Jordan, 
21, of Rockford under 
arrest for no valid driv-
er’s license. Jordan was 
additionally issued a 
citation for an inoperable 
registration light. Jordan 

was released on an I-Bond 
at the scene and given a 
future court date.

On Oct. 6 at approx-
imately 11:33 p.m. dep-
uties conducted a traffic 
stop near the intersec-
tion of Interstate 39 and 
Illinois Route 38. After 
investigation, deputies 
placed Katrina Miller, 
37, of Mt. Morris under 
arrest for possession of 
a controlled substance 
(cocaine) and unlawful 
possession of drug par-
aphernalia. Two passen-
gers in the vehicle, Cole 
Smith, 34, of Rochelle and 
Zachary Doty, 26, of Ro-
chelle, were placed under 
arrest for possession of 
drug paraphernalia. Mill-
er was additionally issued 
a citation for following 
too closely. Miller was 
transported to the Ogle 
County Jail where she 
was held pending a court 
appearance in front of a 
judge. Smith and Doty 
were both transported 
to the Ogle County Jail 
where they were held in 
lieu of bond.   

On Oct. 6 at 5:51 p.m. 
deputies conducted a traf-
fic stop in the 2,000 block 
of North Illinois Route 
2. As a result, Drew J. 
Markham, 25, of Oregon 
was arrested for driving 
while license suspended. 
Markham was also issued 
a citation for improper 
lane usage. Markham was 
released on an I-Bond 
with a court date to appear. 

All individuals are 
considered innocent until 
proven guilty.

ROCHELLE — An-
thony Rowley, a local 
Edward Jones financial 
advisor, is supporting 
the Marine Corps Re-
serve Toys for Tots pro-
gram by using his office 
as a drop-off location for 
this year’s toy drive.

Local residents may 
help needy children in 
the area by bringing in a 
new, unwrapped toy to the 
office, 326 Lincoln High-

way, during regular busi-
ness hours beginning first 
of October through early 
December. Monetary gifts 
cannot be accepted.

“With the holiday sea-
son around the corner, we 
are all getting ready for the 
festivities,” Rowley said. 
“And as this is the season 
of giving, now is a great 
time to remember the less 
fortunate in our commu-
nity.”

Rochelle Edward Jones 
office supports 2022 
Toys for Tots Drive

ROCHELLE — Don-
na M. Gilbert Olson, 98, 
of Rochelle, passed away 
Friday, Oct. 7 at Manor 
Court of Rochelle. She 
was born Jan. 11, 1924, 
in Ashton, the daughter of 
Everett and Velma (Wil-
son) Gilbert. She married 
Dale Arthur Gilbert on 
Dec. 29, 1945, in Ashton. 
He preceded her in death 
on Jan. 5, 1962. She then 
married Peter H. Olson 
on April 23, 1968, in Ro-
chelle. He preceded her 
in death on Sept. 8, 1985.

Donna was the long-
time manager of the school 
cafeteria for Rochelle 
School District 231. She 
worked out of Tilton 
School but prepared food 
for all the schools in the 
district. She was a member 
of the Rochelle United 
Methodist Church. She 
was a member of the VFW 

Auxiliary Post 3878 as 
well as the Rochelle Com-
munity Hospital Auxiliary

Donna is survived by 
two sons; David (Sharon) 
Gilbert of Morton and 
Paul Gilbert of Rochelle; 
three grandchildren, Erik 
Gilbert of Rochelle, Aaron 
(Julie) Gilbert of Cary, Il-
linois and Chad (Michelle) 
Gilbert of Washington, 
Illinois; a granddaugh-
ter-in-law, Wendy Gil-
bert of Rochelle; and six 
great grandchildren, Alex, 
Ryleigh, Alika, Grace, 
Molly and Ellie.

In addition to her par-
ents and husbands, Donna 
is preceded in death by a 
brother, E. Dale Gilbert; 
sister, Patsy (Paul) Nat-
tzinger and daughter-in-
law, Karen Gilbert.

Funeral service will be 
at 11 a.m. on Wednesday, 
Oct. 12 at the Unger-Horn-

er Funeral Home, 400 N. 
6th St. in Rochelle with 
Pastor Katherine Paisley 
officiating. Visitation will 
be from 9 a.m. until the 
time of the service at the 
funeral home. Interment 
will follow in Lawnridge 
Cemetery in Rochelle. 
Contributions in Donna’s 
memory may be directed 
to the David Crawford 
Foundation or the Ro-
chelle United Methodist 
Church. 

Please visit www.ung-
erhorner.com to sign the 
online guest book. 

Obituaries

Donna M. Gilbert Olson
Ogle County Sheriff’s Report

Deputies conduct traffic stops

Rochelle Police Report

ROCHELLE — On 
Oct. 4 at 12:56 p.m. 
Jared S. Huffstutler, 36, 
of Rochelle was arrested 
for driving while license 
suspended and cited for 
no insurance. He was 
released on an I-Bond 
with a Nov. 4 Rochelle 
court date.

On Oct. 4 at 1:49 p.m. 
Deion M. Commack, 26, 
of Rochelle was arrested 

for two counts of aggra-
vated battery to a police 
officer, criminal tres-
passing, resisting arrest 
and obstructing and was 
transferred. 

On Oct. 5 at 11:22 a.m. 
Maurice D. Clark, 62, of 
Rockford was cited for 
failure to report an acci-
dent and leaving the scene 
of an accident. He signed 
a promise to comply and 

was given a Nov. 4 Ro-
chelle court date.

On Oct. 5 at 11:10 p.m. 
Albert J. Paquette, 50, 
of Ontario was cited for 
failure to yield turning 
left. He signed a promise 
to comply and was given 
a Nov. 18 Rochelle court 
date.

All individuals are 
considered innocent until 
proven guilty.

Officers make arrests

OREGON  — The 
Ogle County Solid Waste 
Management Department 
(OCSWMD) will be host-
ing a residential electronics 
recycling and paper shred-
ding event as well as a food 
drive on Saturday, Oct. 
15 at the County Annex 
Building located at 909 
Pines Road in Oregon. This 
event is for Ogle County 
residents only, no business 
or institutional electronics 
or documents accepted.

Residential electronics 
will be accepted from 8 
a.m. to noon at this event. 
Accepted items include 
all televisions, computer 
monitors, computers and 
computer cords and ac-
cessories, printers, FAX 
machines, desktop copiers, 
tablets, cell phones, laptop 
computers, DVD players 
and VCRs, satellite/cable 

boxes, radios, stereo equip-
ment, shredders (no tubs), 
video game equipment, 
rechargeable batteries, 
printer ink cartridges, 
digital clocks, calculators, 
holiday light strands and 
other small electronics. 
Microwave ovens are 
accepted for a $5 fee per 
unit.  Permits are required 
for the electronic recycling 
event, obtain a free permit 
by calling 815-732-4020 or 
email your name, address 
and phone number to solid-
waste@oglecountyil.gov.

Paper shredding will be 
conducted from 9 a.m. to 
noon. No permit is required 
for paper shredding. Paper 
shredding is provided by 
the OCSWMD and is free 
for residents. All docu-
ments will be shredded on 
site. Limit four banker-size 
boxes of documents per 

household.  Remove all 
paper clips and metal 
binding materials prior to 
the event.

Remember the less for-
tunate in our community 
and bring a non-perishable 
food item to the event 
as well. All donations 
will be distributed by the 
OCSWMD to local food 
panties across Ogle Coun-
ty. Items accepted include 
non-expired cans and jars 
of food and boxed food 
items, as well as household 
essentials such as sealed 
toothpaste, soap, cleaning 
supplies, laundry supplies, 
paper towels and such.

Call the OCSWMD at 
815-732-4020 for more 
information about this 
recycling event, or on 
Facebook at Ogle County 
Solid Waste Management 
Dept.

County recycling event 
scheduled for Oct. 15
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Ashton Bible Church, corner of Main and Paddock 
in Ashton. Pastor Farrel Stauffer, church phone is 
(815)453-2190, church website www.ashtonbible.
org0. Sunday School for all ages 9:00-10:00am, 
Morning Worship 10:15am, Wednesday Prayer 
Meeting/Bible Study 6:30-8:00pm.

The Bridge Church, Pastor Greg Duncan, 11038 
E. IL Route 38, Rochelle, IL 61068. Phone: 815-
562-7750. Sunday School: 9:00 am; Sunday Service: 
10:00 am; Nursery & Children’s ministry during 
am service; Bible Study Tuesday 10:00 am and 
Wednesday 7:00 pm.  Web: thebridgechurchrochelle.
com Email: thebridgechurchrochelle@gmail.com

Calvary Lighthouse Church, Assemblies of 
God, Senior Pastor, Dr. James Horvath. 14409 
Hemstock Rd., Rochelle. Sunday Morning: 
Sunday Worship & Children’s Church 10:00 A.M., 
Wednesday Evening  7:00 P.M. – Adult Teaching, 
Missionettes & Royal Rangers Childrens Classes, 
Nursery available for all services. HE-Brews Cafe 
is open before and after services. For further 
information, please call the CLC office at 815-562-
7701, or email us at staff@calvarylighthouse.com

Calvary Lutheran Church, LCMC -  “To Know 
Christ and to Proclaim Christ in Word and Deed” 
-19 Perry Road, Lee, IL 60530 (the intersection of 
Perry Road and W. County Line Road). Rev. Martha 
Uecker Nelson, Pastor. Coffee Hour starts at 9:00 
a.m., Sunday School, Confirmation, and Adult 
Bible Study are at 9:15 a.m. Worship is at 10:30 
a.m. and is broadcast live on Facebook. Go to our 
website is at www.Calvarychurchlee.org and click 
on the link there. A Grief Support Group meets 
the third Tuesday of each month at 10:00 a.m. Call 
or text (815) 824-2825 or email CalvaryLeeIL@
gmail.com with questions or for more information. 
Also check us out at www.facebook.com/Calvary-
Lutheran-Church.

Rochelle Church of Christ, Keeping Christ at 
the center in the Hub City. We meet Sundays at 
9:00am for Bible Study and 10:00am for worship. 
We also have a Wednesday Bible Study at 7:00pm. 
206 Erickson Rd, Rochelle, IL 61068. You can 
call us at (815) 562-6572 or visit us on the web at 
rochellechurch.com. We also have a radio program 
Sundays just after 8am on WRHL 1060AM. 
Minister Dominic Venuso.

Creston United Methodist Church and Steward 
United Methodist Church - Rev. Ilhan You, 
Creston: 126 West South Street, P.O. Box 209, 
Creston, Illinois 60113. Sunday morning worship 
9:00am. Coffee fellowship at 10:15am. Steward: 
507 Main Street, P.O. Box 80, Steward, IL 60553. 
Adult Sunday School, 10:00am. Sunday morning 
worship and Children’s Sunday School 11:00am. 
Contact the church office at 847-730-4370 for 
more information. facebook.comcrestonumcil 
faccebook.com/stewardilumc

Elim Reformed Church, 140 S. Church Road, 
Kings, IL 61068. Phone: 815-562-6811. Email 
goelimchurch@gmail.com Website www.
goelimchurch.org Sunday Morning Worship 10:00 
Rev. Marv Jacobs

Faith Lutheran Church –  (14206 E. Flagg Rd.) – 
“Making Christ Known Through Lives of Faith.” In-
person worship is available each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. 
or online at “Faith Lutheran Social” on YouTube. 
Worship resources are also available on our Facebook 
page - ‘Faith Lutheran Church ELCA.’ You may also 
e-mail Pastor Joy Alsop at Pastor@faithlcrochelle.org 
for more information. All are welcome to join us!

First Baptist Church of Rochelle, First Baptist 
Church of Rochelle invites you to experience 
our practical Bible services which have nurseries 
provided in every service along with a wide range 
of children’s and teen ministries.  Sunday School 
is at 9:30 am with regular church services at 10:30 
am and 6:00 pm.  Wednesday Family Night starts 
at 6:30 pm with AWANA for the 5 yr. olds thru 
6th grade.  The Omega Teen Ministry also starts at 
6:30 pm for 7th – 12th grades and the Adult Bible 
Study at 7:00 pm.  First Baptist Church is located 6 
blocks west of Hwy 251 at the corner of Woolf Ct. 
and 8th Ave. in Rochelle.  Call 562-4168 for more 
information .  Listen at 11:00 am Sunday mornings 
on WRHL 1060 AM for the Sunday morning “Bible 
Message.” www.firstbaptistrochelle.org

First General Baptist Church, 500 S. 12th 
St, Rochelle.   Phone: 815-562-5221. Email: 
fgbcrochelle@gmail.com.Website: www.
fgbcrochelle.org. Facebook: www.facebook.com/
fgbcrochelle.Pastor:   Rev. Angelo Bonacquisti. 
Sunday worship services: 8:30 am, 11:15 am 
and 6:00 pm.  Sunday school:  10:00 am. We’d be 
honored to have you join us as we worship JESUS 
and continue to grow in truth and love for God 
and each other.  A nursery, children’s church, youth 
group and small groups are available.  If you need 
a ride please contact our church bus driver, John, 
at (815) 262-4275 by 8:30 am on Sunday. “For if 
you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and 
believe in your heart that God raised him from the 
dead, you will be saved.” Romans 10:9

First Presbyterian Church – An Amazing Place 
for Amazing Grace- Rev. Doug Forsberg, Senior 
Pastor. 1100 Calvin Road, Rochelle.  Email: info@
placeforgrace.com.  Sunday morning worship 
9:00am & 11:00am. In person or streamed 
online. On our Website and Facebook Live.  
www.placeforgrace.com / www.facebook.com/
placeforgrace

Harvest Baptist Church 241 Scott Ave. (Hillcrest). 
Rev. Duane Boehm, pastor. Email duane712@
hotmail.com, cell 815-757-3427. Visit us on 
Facebook! Service times: Sunday morning worship 
with Children’s Church at 10 am. Wednesday night 
worship at 7 pm. 

Immanuel Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 
16060 E. Lindenwood Road, Lindenwood, IL 61049. 
Rev. Dr. Matthew Rosebrock. Church Phone 393-
4500. Church Worship 9:00 a.m. Sunday School 
Christian Education Hour at 10:30   a.m.

Living Water Community Church  405 N. Main St, 
Downtown Rochelle. Phone 815-561-6249, Website: 
www.lwccr.com, Like us on Facebook. We are Non-
Denominational, Christ Centered, Casual dress, Christ 
Centered Live Band Worship. Chris Bender- Teaching 
Pastor, Brent Braski- Administrative Pastor, Adrian 
Daugherty- Lead Worshipper, Joe Mortimer- Youth 
Director, Amanda Barnes- Office Manager. Sunday 
Worship Service- 10:00am. Nursery/Toddlers Ages 
0-5 available during the service in the Splash building. 
Swim- Grades 1st-5th worship with the adults then 
break out for age appropriate teaching. Youth groups, 
Small groups, Life Groups and Workshops meet 
throughout the year for Bible teaching. 7C’s Mission- 
serves the community physically & spiritually each 
month from 1135 Lincoln Hwy, providing lightly used 
clothing, Hygiene items, a light lunch and Elder Prayer 
open the second Saturday from 10am-2pm and the 4th 
Thursday from 4pm to 7:00pm and by appointment..  

  

New Hope Fellowship (Church of God - 
Anderson, IN), 1501 10th Ave., Rochelle, IL 61068. 
Service: Sunday at 9 a.m. 10:30 a.m., (815)561-
8400, www.NHFchurch.net Pastor: Dan Sergeant 
and Pastor Nick Tornabene.  (Classes for children 
through age fifth grade during service.)

Primitive Baptist Church, services 3’d Sunday 
each month, at 10:30 a.m. and I p.m., in the meeting 
room of the Holiday Inn Express, 1240 N. Dement 
Road, Rochelle, Ill. Elder Robbie Webb, and other 
ministers preaching. Lunch and fellowship time 
between services. Contact Elder Rob Webb, 312-
809-0871, or Elder Robert Webb, 217-357-3723, 
or email bwebb9@juno.com for more information. 
Services sponsored by the Carthage Primitive 
Baptist Church for convenience of members 
and friends in northern Illinois and southern 
Wisconsin. Visitors are welcome. 

Rochelle United Methodist Church, where 
everyone is welcome!  We believe that everyone is 
created in the image of God, and we are all beloved 
and forgiven by God. We invite you to be a part 
of a welcoming and accepting community where 
we celebrate the differences among us as gifts from 
God. We support and encourage each other – so 
that we all know that we are beloved children of 
God. . Come love God and neighbor with us. Rev. 
Dr. Katherine Thomas Paisley, Lead Pastor.  709 
Fourth Ave. (815) 562-2164. admin@rochelleumc.
com. Sunday worship is at 9:00 am in the sanctuary.
Children leave worship for a Sunday School lesson 
after the Children’s Sermon. Recorded services are 
available on our YouTube channel and our website 
at www.rochelleumc.com. Our services are on 
the radio (93.5 FM) on Sunday mornings at 9:00 
am. Stay up to date on our Facebook page www.
facebook.com/rochelleumc and website www.
rochelleumc.com. Everyone is always welcome 
to our worship, Bible studies and events. See our 
website for more information. September 4 is a 
HymnSing and then for September we focus for 
three weeks on RESET. Are you ready for a RESET?  
God specializes in resetting God’s people. Resets 
are not about going back to how things used to be 
– they help us set things the way they SHOULD be!

St. Patrick Catholic Church Rev. Jesus Dominguez; 
Deacon Fermin Garcia; Deacon George Schramm; 
244 Kelley Dr. (Corner of Kelley & Caron Rd.), PO 
Box 329, Rochelle, IL 61068. Office Hours: 9:00 AM- 
4PM Monday-Thursday, Phone: 815-562-2370. 
Mass times: 8:00 AM Monday-Thursday, Saturday 
Vigil Mass 5:00 PM English, 7PM Spanish, Sunday 
Mass 7:30 AM, 9:00 AM in English and 11:00 AM in 
Spanish. Confessions: Monday 8:30AM & 6:30PM, 
Tuesday 8:30AM, Saturday 8:30am & 4:00-4:45 PM 
Or by appointment. Religious Education: Deacon 
George Schramm, Director of Religious Education. 
903 Caron Road, Rochelle, IL 61068, 815-561-0079 
Website: stpatricksrochelle.com 
Email: stpatrick-rochelle@rockforddiocese.org 
Facebook.com/StPatrickRochelle

St. Paul Lutheran Church “Building Relationships 
in Christ, Now and Forever!” Pastor-Rev. Greg 
Hoffmann, Steven Hall, Principal, Parish Nurse-
Marcia Schnorr. 1415 Tenth Ave., Rochelle. 
Church Office-562-2744. Worship times: 6:00 p.m. 
Saturday, 9:00 a.m. Sunday. Our service is broadcast 
over WRHL 1060AM at 10:00 a.m. Sunday. Sunday 
School 10:15-11:15 a.m.  Call 562-6323 for more 
information about the school.

CHURCH DIRECTORY
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“I’m not sure that pres-
sure on the state is the goal, 
but we’ve tried to have dia-
logue with the legislature,” 
VanVickle said. “As part of 
the ISA, we’ve tried to have 
this dialogue with them and 
they haven’t been open to it. 
This was really the result of 
their lack of response. We 
had to go a different ave-
nue. It goes back to public 
safety. What we’ve seen in 
New York and Chicago is 
not what we want in our 
communities. And that’s 
what we’re going to have.”

VanVickle said a little 
over 50 percent of the cur-
rent population housed in 
the Ogle County Jail will 
be released Jan. 1 due to 
the SAFE-T Act changes. 
Offenses of released in-
mates could include arson, 
weapons charges, obstruct-
ing or assaulting a police 

officer and threatening a 
public official, he said.  
“With the bail reform com-
ing Jan. 1, that’s the biggest 
concern for us,” VanVickle 
said. “That we’re going 
to have violent offenders 
who won’t be held in jail 
anymore and they’re go-
ing to be back out in the 
community reoffending 
after they’ve already had 
charges filed against them. 
So there’s really no onus on 
their crimes.”

The sheriff said there 
are parts of the initial 
legislation that he believes 
are beneficial to the law en-
forcement profession, but 
he believes more changes 
are needed. 

“A wholesale change of 
not only law enforcement, 
but the criminal justice sys-
tem is not what we want,” 
VanVickle said. “The intent 
of it was to provide more 
oversight for law enforce-

ment, but it took it a step 
further and provided the 
ability for criminals to be 
out on bond or with no 
bond and it really doesn’t 
keep the citizens of this state 
or the people who visit it 
safe. Those are the primary 
concerns for me.”

As the county prepares 
for the changes Jan. 1, new 
policies and procedures 
have been worked on local-
ly “at a very high level,” but 
have not yet been rolled out 
to deputies and corrections 
officers. Law enforcement 
officials are still waiting 
on more guidance from the 
state and potential changes. 

When some police re-
form changes took effect 
on the past Jan. 1, changes 
came days later and policy 
had to be redone at local lev-
els. As far as the complaint, 
the sheriff doesn’t believe 
an answer will come from 
the judicial system before 

SAFE-T: VanVickle, Rock file complaint over new legislation

Jan. 1. 
“That is my concern, 

what we’re going to do 
between now and Jan. 1 
when it becomes effective,” 

VanVickle said. “That’s my 
major concern. The lawsuit 
is going to take longer to 
play out and whether it’s 
ruled unconstitutional or 

pieces of it are, that’s yet 
to be determined. But at 
this point, my concern is 
between now and the im-
plementation date.”

Sheriff Brian VanVickle said a little over 50 percent of the current population 
housed in the Ogle County Jail will be released Jan. 1 due to the SAFE-T Act 
changes. 

(PHOTO BY BRAD JENNINGS)



SUNDAY, OCT. 9, 2022SECTION 1 • PAGE 6 • ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER

LOCAL VIEWS
Guest column

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages responsible letters to 
the editor on subjects of interest to our readers. Editing may be 
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas 
will not be altered. All letters must bear the handwritten signature 
of the writer and include address and phone number or e-mail 
address for verification purposes. Neither the street address nor 
phone number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly 

handwritten, and no anonymous letters will be published. Any 
letters from boards or organizations must include at least one 
name of an individual. Any criticism of public officials should 
be limited to issues related strictly to their position or actions 
made in office, as personal attacks will not be published. Letters 
involving private disputes between the writer and a business 
will not be published. Political endorsements will be published, 

however letters  rom candidates endorsing themselves will not be 
printed. Letters may be dropped at the News-Leader office (211 IL 
Route 38 East), mailed to the News-Leader (P.O. Box 46, Rochelle, 
IL 61068) or e-mailed (news@rochellenews-leader.com.) The 
News-Leader reserves the right to edit or reject any letter to the 
editor for any reason, and letters chosen for publication do not 
necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

IL Sen. Brian Stewart
M104A State House
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0180

U.S. Con. Adam 
Kinzinger
1218 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-3635

* Denotes Chairman/President

IL Rep. Tom Demmer
314 Capitol
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

Scott
Reeder

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes  bhayes@rochelleil.us
Rosaelia Arteaga  rarteaga@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                       dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
John Gruben  jgruben@rochelleil.us

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Dave Casey  dcillini94@gmail.com
Steve Builta  sbuilta@gmail.com
Ashley Jackson                      ajackson@d231.rochelle.net
Stephanie White                        swhite@d231.rochelle.net
Eric Van Hise  eric.vanhise@gmail.com
Trisha Vaughn                                      jrvtlv02@msn.com
Javier Zepeda  jzepeda@rthsd212.org

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Carol Hayenga  carol.hayenga@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas  bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Jacky Aguilera jacky.aguilera@rths212.org
Jeff Tilton  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Bobby Chadwick bobby.chadwick@rthsd212.org
Brian VanVickle                  brian.vanvickle@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board

Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodie Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Lloyd Droege  ldroege@oglecounty.org
Dan Miller  dmiller@oglecounty.org
Greg Sparrow  gsparrow@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Bruce McKinney bmckinney@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney  skenney@oglecounty.org
David Williams  dwilliams@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
Wayne Williams jwdw13@yahoo.com
Jennifer Payton  
*Tom Byro  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Steve Katzman  skatzman@essex1.com
Mike Kerns  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Mark Hibshman  
Curt Ward  caward92@comcast.net

Hillcrest Village Board
*Randy Salsbury  rsalsbury@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pittman  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Dan Potter dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Richard Rhoads  rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball  tball@hillcrestil.us
Renee Kerwin  rkerwin@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
*Bob Withrow  flaggtwp@rochelle.net
Joanna Patrick  flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
Susan Rothenberger assessor@rochelle.net
Scott Seebach  scottseebach@gmail.com
Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle  noggle62@gmail.com
Eric Gruben  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hagar  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
*Jaqueline Dickow dickow@comcast.net
Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net
Michael Scanlan scanlan@comcast.net
Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip          doobs12@comcast.net

Question: 
What’s the best piece of advice you’ve ever received?

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

I want to send a big 
thank you to all the 
people who made 

the re-cycle bottle cap 
bench program possible.

They include Kiwanis 
Golden K, the City of 
Rochelle, employees of 
the Rochelle Landfill, the 
Rochelle Township High 
School Key Club, the 
Rochelle Middle School 
Builders Club, the Creston 
Grade School Builders 

Club, the Kings Grade 
School Builders Club, the 
Methodist Church Youth 
Group, Mrs. Leah Van-
stone and friends, 
Liberty Village 
residents and the 
many, many people 
who brought bottle 
caps, one as far 
away as Rockton. 
George Washington Carv-
er once said: “A weed is a 
plant, whose full potential 

is yet to be realized.” 
Our plastic is the weed 

of our generation. We need 
to energize our youth and 

become a part of the 
solution by turning 
plastic bottle caps 
into useful items. 
Our  cho ice  a t 
this time is six-
foot park benches. 

On display now are bench-
es at: North RTHS bike 
path, RMS, Kings Grade 

School, Creston Grade 
School, Rochelle Rail 
Park (red stripe, fire dept.) 
and Rochelle Rail Park 
(blue stripe, police dept.) 
Other possibilities are 
tables, parking bumpers 
and landscape timbers. 
“We can either be a part 
of the problem or part of 
the solution.”

Dennis Swinton, 
Kiwanis Golden K

“Be a blessing, not a burden.”
Betsy Eckhardt

“Keep moving forward, progress can be slow.”
Tyler Isham

“Listen with your eyes, not just with your ears!”
Jody Zhe

THE SAFE-T Act 
is not making a 
lot of friends in 

law enforcement.
The act, which will 

abolish cash bail at the 
beginning of next year 
among other things, has 
drawn the ire of many 
law enforcement officials 
across the state, includ-
ing in Ogle County. Last 
week, Ogle County Sheriff 
Brian VanVickle and Ogle 
County State’s Attorney 
Mike Rock announced that 
they have filed a complaint 
against Gov. J.B. Pritzker 
and Illinois Attorney Gen-
eral Kwame Raoul in Ogle 
County Circuit Court. 
The aim is to have the act 
deemed unconstitutional.

Time will tell if this 
move is successful or not, 
but to me, there is not just 
one way to feel about the 
new law. That is 
often the case, but 
people do seem to 
simply fall on one 
side or the other. 
Nuance is certain-
ly not popular in 
2022.

First, the “no 
bail” portion of this 
is often overstated 
by some. This is 
really aimed at overhaul-
ing the pre-trial system in 
the state. Would criminals 
of all kinds just simply be 
dumped onto the streets 
while awaiting trial? Of 
course not.

The law abolishes cash 
bail and provides what is 
called a presumption in 
favor of release for misde-
meanors, traffic offences 
and other offences that are 
deemed petty. This is not 
for murderers and rapists 
and molesters as some 
would like you to believe.

The goal is to keep poor 
people from being stuck in 
jail for ages before a trial 
because they can’t afford 
bail. We see plenty of rich 
people brought up on hor-
rible charges simply bail 
out and enjoy life. That is 
clearly an unfair system.

And the law also states 
that judges will still decide 
whether a person will 
remain detained or not. 
This does not take away 
their power.

So, is this portion of the 
law good? Well, it could be 
good for keeping people 
who really don’t need to be 
in jail out of jail. But I am 
no legal expert. I can see 
where there could be prob-
lems, and I am sure there 
will be some problems 
while the system is new.

But let’s be clear – 
people out on bail have 
re-offended for years. I am 
not sure this will make it 
worse. In New Jersey this 
system has had some suc-
cess, but we will see here 
in Illinois how it works.

But cash bail is one por-
tion of this crime reform 
package that was passed. 

The law addresses 
police training and 
equipment. It in-
cludes requiring all 
law enforcement 
agencies in the 
state to have body 
cameras by 2025. 
And those cameras 
must be turned on 
when an officer 
is in uniform and 

responding to a call.
I think that is good, 

for the public and police. 
Look, the vast majority of 
officers are professionals 
who are focused on pro-
tecting and serving the 
communities they work 
for. But we also know that 
some are doing bad things 
in the line of duty. Having 
a body camera on will pro-
tect the good officers and 
either stop the bad ones 
before they act or provide 
evidence of malfeasance 
on the job.

If this law turns out to 
be a horrible mistake, it can 
and should be repealed. 
But I tend to think we need 
to see how it works before 
we pass judgement. 

Brad Jennings is the 
editor of the Ogle County 
Life.

GRIEF is a strange 
thing. 

You never 
get over it. You just learn 
to live with it. 

I was thinking about 
that this month when I 
wrote a story about Dee 
Stern, a woman who works 
as a chaplain at HSHS St. 
John’s Hospital in Spring-
field. 

She has just written a 
book about helping griev-
ing people: “Comforting 
the Bereaved Through 
Listening and Positive 
Responding.” 

She has all kinds of ter-
rific advice for what to say 
and not to say to someone 
who has suffered a loss. 

For example, never say 
someone “committed” 
suicide, Stern said. She 
said the word “committed” 
conjures thoughts of a 
criminal act, which suicide 
is not.

She recalled a lady 
whose son ended his life 
and someone went up to 
her and patted her on the 
hand and said, ‘I’m going 
to pray for you because 
your son’s been damned 
to hell.’”

Stern said that is an 
example of what not to say. 

Grieving people need 
a listening ear more than 
advice, no matter how well 
intentioned. 

“The bereaved are not 
listened to.  They’re not 

allowed to tell their story 
and they need to tell their 
story,” she said.

As I chatted with Dee, 
I kept thinking of my own 
father. When I was grow-
ing up, Dad was one of the 
least empathetic people I 
knew. He was a good man, 
but he was often oblivious 
to the pain around him. 

I remember one time 
when I was 11 or 12; we 
were vaccinating hogs and 
his needle was flashing 
by going from one patient 
to another. The syringe 
missed the pig’s flank and 
embedded in my thigh. 

“I exclaimed, ‘Dad, you 
gave me the shot!’ 
He grunted and 
gave the dose to the 
intended patient. 
The farmer who 
observed the inter-
action still laughs 
at my father’s re-
sponse. 

He didn’t say 
“I’m sorry,” or 
acknowledge the 
pain he inflicted. (I still 
wonder what swine disease 
I’ve been immunized for.

Dad was a doer, not a 
listener. If a neighbor died, 
he’d be one of the people 
who volunteered to help 
harvest the crops at no 
charge to the widow. But 
if it came to sitting and 
listening to the widow 
talk about how much she 
missed her husband, he 

was quite uncomfortable.
When I was a young 

reporter in Galveston, 
Texas, in the 1980s, the 
world was in the midst of 
the AIDS crisis. Being the 
local newspaper’s medical 
reporter, I wrote a series 
on the devastating effects 
of the disease on the city’s 
gay community.

I found myself note-
book in hand attending 
a grief support group for 
men infected with AIDS. 
When I mentioned my 
assignment to my father he 
exclaimed, “Don’t breathe 
too deep when you’re 
around them.”

My dad was a 
veterinarian. He 
knew the virus was 
spread by bodily 
fluids, not the air. 
But what creeped 
him out was the 
idea of people sit-
ting in a circle and 
talking about feel-
ings. 

After I had pub-
lished the piece and my 
parents had read it, my 
father kind of grunted and 
didn’t have much more to 
say. (That’s how he dealt 
with things that made him 
uncomfortable.)  

Looking back, I still 
want to weep for those 
young men who all surely 
succumbed to the virus. 

One day my mom told 
me that my dad had vol-

unteered to work as a grief 
counselor with the Stephen 
Ministry at our church in 
Galesburg. When she told 
me this, I thought it was the 
worst matchup ever.

But sometimes God 
calls us out of our weak-
ness, not our strength.

During the decades he 
worked as a grief counsel-
or, I saw him change. He 
developed empathy not 
just for those he was coun-
seling, but for humanity as 
a whole.

He became a caring, 
empathetic individual. He 
spent hours every week 
visiting the bereaved and 
just listening to them talk 
about their loss. He took 
classes in what to say and 
what not to say.

One of the things he 
shared with me is never 
ask someone: “Why?” It 
comes across as judgmen-
tal. To this day, I have no 
idea who the people were 
he counseled. 

But I can say with 
certainty that the person 
most changed wasn’t those 
being counseled but the 
one doing the counseling. 
He became an empathetic 
listener. 

Could it be, when we 
give we receive more in 
return? 

Scott Reeder, a staff writ-
er for Illinois Times, can 
be reached at sreeder@
illinoistimes.com.

Grief and developing empathy

Brad
Jennings

Looking at the 
SAFE-T Act

Thanks for bottle cap bench program help

VOICE ON THE STREET

Read and 
Recycle
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COMMUNITY

Coffee Break

Oct. 9
John Oleson

Oct. 10
Sandra Hickey

 Oct. 11
James & Lyndsey OBrien 

(anniversary)
 Oct. 12

Kyle Bridgeman
 Oct. 13

Ivan Olson
Jack Olson

 Oct. 14
Samantha Zellers

 Oct. 15
Rivers Estock

 Oct. 17
Kati Johnson
Preston King

 Oct. 20
Veda Lopez

Bo Bridgeman 
 Oct. 22

Kayleigh White
Allie Dolister 

 Oct. 24
Brittany Brown

 

Oct. 25
Bianca Herrera

Oct. 27
Rachel Cruz

Oct. 28
Stephanie Wiginton

Bryce Weems
Oct. 30

Jack Powell
Oct. 31

Angel Weyhrauch
McKinley Moser

Birthdays & Anniversaries

Call 815-561-2151 to submit names for birthdays and anniversaries

Sept. 13 - From the Heart, Rochelle, $25

Sept. 14 - Kim Vock, Sterling, $25

Sept. 15 - Vivian Carlson, Rochelle, $25

Sept. 16 - Tina Vincent, Rochelle, $25

Sept. 17 - Rochelle Area Community Foundation, $25

Sept. 18 - Miguel Astudillo, Davis Junction, $50

Sept. 19 - Laura A. Pillen, Rochelle, $25

Sept. 20 - Connor Girot, Louisville, $25

Sept. 21 - Marcee Semple, Byron, $25

Sept. 22 - From the Heart, Rochelle, $25

Sept. 23 - Margaret Danek, Kings, $25

Sept. 24 - Kelly Nesgood, Janesville, $25

Sept. 25 - Allison Savant, Rochelle, $50

Sept. 26 - Bob Aubry, Rochelle, $25

Sept. 27 - From the Heart, Rochelle, $25

Sept. 28 - Tom Ellis, Steward, $25

Sept. 29 - Karen Marsh, Stillman Valley, $25

Sept. 30 - Valerie Thomason, Mechanicsburg, $25

Oct. 1 - Tonja Greenfield, Rochelle, $25

Oct. 2 - Maria Erickson, Steward, $50

Oct. 3 - Rochelle Rotary Club, $25

Oct. 4 - Katlyn Brady, Rochelle, $25

Oct. 5 - Rochelle Rotary Club, $25

Oct. 6 - Daniel L. Miller, Ashton, $25

Oct. 7 - Paul Erickson, Rochelle, $25

Oct. 8 - Erin M. Bergeson, Rochelle, $25

Oct. 9 - From the Heart, Rochelle, $50

In a Facebook post Wednesday, the Rochelle Police Department thanked Wheatland Tube, LLC 
(Zekelman Industries) and Addoco, Inc. for donations to be able to purchase automated 

external defibrillators (AED) for its squad cars.

Wheatland Tube, Addoco, Inc. donate to Rochelle Police Department

OGLE COUNTY – 
The Illinois Department of 
Transportation announced 
that weather permitting, 
construction on southbound 
Interstate 39 in Ogle County 
began Monday, Oct. 3. 
The work zone is south of 
the Illinois 64 interchange 
(exit 104).

Work will install new 
weigh-in-motion sensors in 
the road. One lane of traffic 
will be open during the $1.1 

million project. In-roadway 
work is expected to be com-
pleted by Oct. 21.

Motorists can expect 
delays and should allow 
extra time for trips through 
this area. To avoid the work 
area, when feasible, use 
of alternate routes should 
be considered. Drivers are 
urged to pay close attention 
to changed conditions and 
signs in the work zones, 
obey the posted speed 

limits, refrain from using 
mobile devices and be alert 
for workers and equipment.

Over the next six years, 
IDOT is planning to im-
prove more than 2,500 
miles of highway and nearly 
10 million square feet of 
bridge deck as part of the 
Rebuild Illinois capital 
program, which is investing 
$33.2 billion into all modes 
of transportation. Accom-
plishments through year 

three of Rebuild Illinois in-
cluded approximately $8.6 
billion of improvements 
statewide on 4,422 miles 
of highway, 412 bridges 
and 621 additional safety 
improvements.

For IDOT District 2 up-
dates, follow us on Twitter 
at @IDOTDistrict2 or view 
area construction details on 
IDOT’s traveler informa-
tion map on GettingAroun-
dIllinois.com.

Interstate 39 work in Ogle County began Oct. 3
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LOCAL NEWS

211 Hwy. 38 East, Rochelle, IL 61068 
Phone: 815-562-4171

www.rochellenews-leader.com
Rochelle News-Leader

More than 6,200 
followers on 

RNL’s Facebook 
page!

03132022

Follow The 
Leader

Stay in the 
loop with the 

latest and 
most accurate 

local news 
by following 
the Rochelle 
News-Leader 
on Facebook 
and link to 

our website at 
rochellenews-leader.com

Keep informed of 
all the happenings 
as we specialize in 

bringing you  
Local News... Local Views.

The new mural overlooking the downtown gazebo area in Rochelle was officially completed this week. The artwork, painted by local artists and siblings Mat and 
Mandey Steder, was commissioned by the City of Rochelle. 

Local artists complete downtown mural commissioned by the City of Rochelle (COURTESY PHOTO)
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RTHS Boys Soccer

Hubs shut out Dukes
Diaz scores four as Rochelle cruises over Dixon 6-0 in nonconference play

SPORTS SECTIONAL GOLFERS 
 
Rochelle’s David Wanner and Ian Metzger 
competed at the IHSA 2A Golf Sectional. 
 
See page 2 for more details
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BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Soph-
omore forward Fernando 
Diaz was a one-man wreck-
ing crew for the Rochelle 
Hub varsity soccer team 
during Tuesday’s non-
conference match against 
Dixon.

Diaz knifed through 
the Dixon defense on 
several occasions, scoring 
a season-high four goals 
to lead the Hubs over the 
Dukes 6-0. Rochelle (10-7, 
4-2 Interstate 8) will have 
three more regular-season 
matches before kicking off 
the IHSA 2A Sycamore 
Regional, which will begin 
on Wednesday, Oct. 19. 
The sixth-seeded Hubs 
will face the third-seeded 
Kaneland Knights.

“It’s a huge confidence 
booster for me and I 
thought I really bounced 
back for my team,” Diaz 
said. “I think we’re playing 
pretty well right now. We 
just need to work on our 
finishing. We know Kane-
land defends well and we 
have to pass the ball well 
and take quality shots. We 
have a really strong middle 
with Jace [Whitehead] and 
Jared [Montano] and that’s 
helped us a lot.”

Rochelle scored all six 
goals in the first half on 
Tuesday. The Hubs, who 

outshot the Dukes 34-2 
and 26-2 in shots on goal 
while recording six corner 
kicks, took the lead in the 
20th minute when senior 
midfielder Jace Whitehead 
rolled an unassisted goal 
into the Dixon net. Diaz 
followed with unassisted 
goals in the 28th and 31st 
minutes to give the Hubs a 
3-0 advantage.

“We’ve really looked 
good over the last few 
matches and we know how 
we want to play,” White-
head said. “We know we 
can compete against good 
teams. We just have to get 
out on the practice field and 
take more shots on goal. 
We’re creating opportuni-
ties, but we’re not putting 
them away, so we need to 
continue working on that in 
practice. Kaneland is really 
strong with the ball, so we 
have to be stronger and we 
have to prevent them from 
getting it up the field.”

Freshman midfielder 
Heilly Zepeda took control 
of the ball inside the Dixon 
box during the 37th minute, 
finding Diaz for his third 
goal to put Rochelle ahead 
4-0. The Hubs clinched 
their win near the end of the 
first half, with Diaz booting 
in his fourth goal during the 
39th minute before fresh-
man forward Kevin Orozco 
capitalized on a breakaway 
opportunity in the 40th 

Sophomore Fernando Diaz races Dixon’s Cooper Fox for the ball during the Rochelle Hub varsity soccer match 
against the Dukes on Tuesday. Rochelle shut out Dixon 6-0 for a nonconference win.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

minute. Senior goalkeeper 
Jarett Milan totaled two 
saves for the Hubs.

Mendota
The Rochelle Hub var-

sity soccer team faced 

Mendota on the road Thurs-
day evening. Sophomore 
forward Alberto Casillas 
scored the team’s lone goal 
as Rochelle fell 4-1 against 
the Trojans in nonconfer-
ence play. The Hubs (10-8, 

4-2 Interstate 8) will host 
Marmion Academy on 
Tuesday at 4:30 p.m.

Mendota held a slight 
advantage on the of-
fensive end, outshooting 
Rochelle 13-10 and 9-4 

in shots on goal. Senior 
goalkeeper Jarett Milan 
finished with four saves 
for the Hubs, who led 1-0 
after an unassisted goal 
from Casillas during the 
28th minute.

RTHS Girls Tennis

Lady Hub netters secure home win over Harlem
Rochelle concludes regular season with matches against Dixon, Princeton

ADVERTISE YOUR 
BUSINESS HERE!
Great Rate - Great Spot!

Call Mike @ 815-561-2124 or email 
mfeltes@oglecountylife.com

01252021
621 First Ave., Rochelle, IL • 815-562-8784

We know all the tricks to treat you right!

10
05

20
17

Haunted House?

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Se-
niors Torrin Nantz and 
Francesca Williams were in 
command as the two battled 
Harlem’s Maya Hargraves 
and Emilia Garcia on the 
No. 1 doubles court during 
the Rochelle Lady Hub 
varsity tennis team’s home 
match against the Huskies 
on Monday.

With three of the five 
matches going to three sets, 
Nantz and Williams needed 
only two sets in their match, 
cruising over Hargraves 
and Garcia 6-2, 6-3 as the 
Lady Hubs defeated the 
Huskies 4-1 in nonconfer-
ence action. Rochelle (4-9, 
0-5 Interstate 8) swept all 
three doubles matches on 
Monday, while the Lady 
Hubs and the Huskies 
halved the two singles 
points.

“It felt really good to 
win and everyone was re-
ally excited,” Nantz said. 
“I’m hoping we can carry 
that excitement over to the 
conference tournament this 
weekend. The competition 
is much better and we’ve 
had to step up our game, 
but I think we’ve handled 
that really well. I think 
my serves have been a lot 

stronger. We have a tight-
knit group and I think that 
can take us far.”

Action shifted over to 
the No. 1 singles court 
shortly after, where junior 
Elin Zheng scored a 6-4, 
6-3 win over Ana Besevic 
to record Rochelle’s second 
victory of the evening. 
The Lady Hubs clinched 
the match win on the No. 
2 doubles court, where 
seniors Bailey Jackson and 
Marisa Whaley hung tough 
to overcome a second-set 
loss and secure a 6-3, 4-6, 
10-3 victory against Kelly 
Schemel and Molly Wil-
liams. Rochelle has now 
won back-to-back dual 
matches.

“It was really nice to 
come through as a team and 
get a win,” Zheng said. “It’s 
definitely a big change from 
playing at the JV level and 
it’s been a great experience 
because I’ve been able to 
face better players. I’ve be-
come a lot more consistent 
with my ground strokes and 
I think I’m serving the ball 
better. I think we have a 
really good group this year 
and everyone’s so friendly.”

Senior Maleah Pointer 
and sophomore Riley Doyle 
went down to the wire with 
Breanna Sotelo-Cisneros 
and Cassandra Claeyssen 

at the No. 3 doubles court, 
fighting to the finish and 
scoring a 6-4, 4-6, 10-7 
victory for the Lady Hubs. 
Senior Abby Tarvestad also 
went the distance against 
Rita Zhu at the No. 2 singles 
court, falling just short in a 

5-7, 6-3, 11-13 loss.

Dixon
 Seniors Bailey Jackson 

and Marisa Whaley saw 
their No. 2 doubles match 
against Arielle Tefiku and 
Nour Alsrama last nearly 

three hours on Tuesday 
evening, when the Rochelle 
Lady Hub varsity tennis 
team battled the Dixon 
Duchesses in nonconfer-
ence action.

Looking to rebound 
from a close second-set 

loss, Jackson and Whaley 
came through in the clutch 
for the Lady Hubs, building 
an early lead in the third-set 
tiebreaker and holding on 
for a 7-6, 4-6, 10-6 victory. 

See GIRLS page 7

The Rochelle Lady Hub varsity tennis team defeated Harlem 4-1 on Monday. At left, senior Marisa Whaley hits 
a volley shot near the net. At right, senior Bailey Jackson goes to her backhand stroke.

(PHOTOS BY RUSSELL HODGES)
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The businesses featured on this page are 

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”
I’m looking forward to serving your needs for insurance and 
� nancial services.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
CALL ME TODAY.

Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc 
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL 61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Diana Alanis, MDCaring for your 
family’s health from 

infant to adults.
For appointment, please call

815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct, Rochelle, IL 61068

Most Insurance Accepted

Accepting 
New Patients

ANDERSON
Plumbing & Heating, Inc.
Plumbing, Heating, Air Conditioning, 

Drinking water systems, Water Heaters, 
Softeners, Iron Filters & More.

One less thing to worry about

621 First Ave., Rochelle
815-562-8784

Like us on 
Facebook

Lic# 055-013999

H
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All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

815 561 4035!

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto  Home Improvement   Vacation

Jami Hackman & Kristen Stover

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle

H
S
2
0
1
6

Jami Hackman

Se Habla
Español

BUY HERE – PAY HERE
You Work - You Drive

1400 N 7th St
Corner of Flagg Rd & Hwy 251 N

227 E. Rt 38 • Rochelle, IL

815-562-8706
www.rochellechiropractic.com
Now Accepting New Patients!

Licensed and Insured
24 Hour Emergency Service

815-562-4937
500 Cleveland Avenue

Berg-Johnson
Electric

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

FREE ESTIMATES

“Proudly Serving The Rochelle Area Since 1945”
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Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

#4061/#83-3198

Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

101 Maple Ave • Rochelle, IL 61068
815.562.7057 •  hub-remsen.com

GO HUBS!GO HUBS!

• Collision Repair • New/Preowned Vehicles
• 24 Hour Towing • Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

We are Ogle Countyʼs
only GM Dealer!

Come visit us!

815-562-8787 • www.jeffperrychevrolet.com
CHEVROLET • BUICK • CADILLAC • JEEP • CHRYSLER

We are 
Ogle 

County’s 
only 

GM Dealer!
• Collision Repair
• 24 Hour Towing

• New/Preowned Vehicles

• Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes  

and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181

www.rochellehospital.com
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209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8792

www.meyersfurniture.com

Residential & Commercial Roofing

815-561-0099
Licensed & Insured

• Shingled Roofs
• Flat Roofs
• Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities
• Custom Built Homes
• Additions

Residential, Concrete
Driveways, Flatwork

and Foundations

HSF2015

• Large menu of foods
• Rochelle’s famous chicken

by the dinner or bucket
• Hand dipped ice cream

(16 flavors)
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251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039
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SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

200 Steward Road

800.262.1680
www.johnsontractor.com

Two for Tuesday
2 Large, 2-Topping

PIZZAS $2499 
(WithCoupon)

Serving Illinois & the Surrounding Area

Specializing in Walk-In Tubs 
& Acrylic Showers

Additions ~ Bathrooms ~ Kitchens 
Accessibility Remodeling

Batavia Builders & 
Remodelers, LLC

Debbie Foster,  
Owner
(815) 501-8946
www.bataviabuilders.com

HUB SPOTLIGHT

Freshman Ian Metzger (right) and senior David Wanner (left) represented the 
Rochelle Hub varsity golf team at the IHSA 2A Sterling Sectional at Emerald Hill.

Rochelle duo competes at 
IHSA 2A Sterling Sectional

(PHOTO BY DAMEN HARRINGTON)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

STERLING — Freshman Ian Metzger 
and senior David Wanner represented the 
Rochelle Hub varsity golf team at the IHSA 
2A Sterling Sectional at Emerald Hill Golf 
Course on Monday.

Metzger carded an 89 to tie for 60th 
out of 112 athletes in the sectional meet. 
The freshman fired a 44 over his first nine 
holes, earning a par on the 18th hole 
before recording three consecutive 
pars across the sixth, seventh and 
eighth holes on the second nine, 
where he totaled a 45. Metzger was 
Rochelle’s low scorer in the IHSA 
2A Mendota Regional at Mendota 
Golf Club, where he also carded an 89 to 
lead the Hubs (5-9, 2-5 Interstate 8) to 
seventh place.

“The greens were really fast and the pins 
were in very tough locations,” Metzger 
said. “We were mostly playing to two-putt 
on each hole and we needed a good drive 
and good iron shots to get the ball on the 
green and score well. I could see the dif-
ference in the caliber of players I faced 
compared to the regional and I knew I had 

to post a good number if I wanted to get 
through… I thought I had a good season 
and I know now what it takes to qualify 
for sectionals and state.”

Wanner, who won a four-man playoff 
at the regional to earn the 10th and final 
at-large qualifying berth, concluded his 
senior season with a 104 at the sectional 
meet. Wanner finished with four pars over 
18 holes, carding a 51 on the back nine 
as well as a 53 on the front nine. Wanner, 

who hadn’t played high school 
golf until this fall, is one of four 
seniors (Griffin Ohlinger, Damen 
Harrington and Wade Smith) who 
will depart from the varsity lineup 
after this season.

“The course was similar to the 
one we played in Mendota and I thought 
the greens read pretty true,” Wanner said. 
“It was a great atmosphere and I enjoyed 
playing against really good golfers. I didn’t 
play as well as I hoped, but it was an honor 
to qualify and have the chance to play a 
sectional. The season was a lot of fun and 
I enjoyed spending time with my coaches 
and friends. I enjoyed getting better at the 
sport and it’s something I can do for the 
rest of my life.”
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What Service
Do You Offer?

Advertise Here

Commercial & Residential Roofing

Residential 
Concrete

Driveways, Flatwork
and Foundations

•Shingled Roofs  •Flat Roofs 
•Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities 
•Custom Built Homes  •Additions

561-0099
www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE
ESTIMATES

Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Heating & Air Conditioning

 Lic.#058-087891

Serving Rochelle For Over 40 Years

Quality Service • Free Estimates
 Residential & Commercial

815-562-8784

Plumbing/Heating/CoolingGutters

COMMUNITY BOARD
Need to get the word out about a product Need to get the word out about a product 

or service you offer? or service you offer? 
Give us a call at 815-562-4171. Give us a call at 815-562-4171. 

We can reach over 9,000 homes!We can reach over 9,000 homes!

RTHS Volleyball

MUNCIE, Ind. – 
Northern Illinois Univer-
sity running back Harrison 
Waylee ran for 230 yards 
and three touchdowns, but 
it was not enough to hold 
off Ball State’s second 
half rally as the Cardinals 
defeated NIU in double 
overtime, 44-38, Saturday 
at Scheumann Stadium in 
Muncie, Indiana.

In the second overtime, 
Ball State’s Carson Steele 
scored on a one yard run 
to give the Cardinals a 

44-38 lead, their first of 
the game. The two-point 
attempt was no good. After 
NIU quarterback Ethan 
Hampton was sacked for 
an 11-yard loss on third 
down on the Huskies’ pos-
session, his fourth down 
pass fell incomplete, and 
the Cardinals regained the 
Bronze Stalk Trophy.

 “The difference was our 
inability to make the play 
in critical situations,” said 
NIU head coach Thomas 
Hammock. “We have to 

get better and find a way 
to make the plays, and we 
didn’t get that done. Defen-
sively, we have to get off 
the field on third downs. We 
have to continue to work on 
that. We were able to run the 
football today, but we have 
to play a complete team 
game – offense, defense 
and special teams. It all has 
to go hand in hand.”

The Huskies fell to 1-4 
on the 2022 season and are 
0-1 in Mid-American Con-
ference play. Ball State im-

proved to 2-3 overall, 1-1 in 
the MAC. NIU’s overtime 
loss broke the Huskies’ 
four-game winning streak 
in overtime games, dating 
back to a triple overtime 
loss to Central Michigan 
on October 15, 2016.

Waylee’s career high 
230 rushing yards on 30 
carries were the most by 
a Huskie running back 
since quarterback Jordan 
Lynch’s 321-yard perfor-
mance versus Western 
Michigan on Nov. 26, 2013, 

and included touchdown 
runs of 52 and 68 yards.

The 68-yard run with 
6:43 to play gave NIU its 
second 10-point lead of 
the second half, 38-28. 
Waylee’s run came on third 
and three from the NIU 
32 after the Cardinals had 
narrowed the Huskies’ lead 
to three points, 31-28, on a 
17-yard hook-up between 
John Paddock and Tanner 
Koziol with 8:09 on the 
clock.

Following Waylee’s 

touchdown, Ball State 
scored 10 points in the final 
four minutes of regulation 
– on a 35-yard field goal 
by Ben VonGunten with 
3:59 to play and a six-yard 
pass from quarterback John 
Paddock to Tanner Koziol 
with 36 seconds remain-
ing that capped a 10-play, 
72-yard drive. In between 
the Ball State drives, the 
Cardinals forced a Huskie 
punt.

See NIU page 8

NIU Football

Cardinals earn double-overtime win over Huskies
Waylee rushes for 230 yards and three touchdowns as NIU suffers 44-38 loss

Resilience fuels Lady Hubs against Sycamore
Rochelle wins feverish third-set rally to outlast Spartans 23-25, 25-16, 33-31

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Nei-
ther the Rochelle Lady 
Hubs nor the Sycamore 
Spartans wanted to leave 
the floor as the losing team 
on Thursday, when the In-
terstate 8 Conference foes 
went point-for-point near 
the end of a feverish third 
set that included over 60 
points scored between the 
two rivals.

Both teams had op-
portunities to earn match 
points in the third set, but 
the combined resilience 
from the Lady Hubs and 
Spartans dragged the set 
beyond the usual 25-point 
finishing score. Looking for 
a much needed conference 
win on Volley for the Cure 
Night, Rochelle emerged 
victorious in the end, with 
sophomore setter Ali Oh-
linger dumping the ball over 
the net before a hitting error 
from Sycamore allowed the 
Lady Hubs to claim a 23-25, 
25-16, 33-31 victory.

“It was a really intense 
match,” Ohlinger said. “I 
can’t remember the last 
time I played in that intense 
of a match. I thought we all 
played really well and we 
stuck together as a team. 
Sycamore’s a really tough 
opponent and we knew we 
had to bring everything we 
had.”

The Lady Hubs (15-12-
3, 6-4 Interstate 8) surged 
ahead in the first set, where 
senior outside hitter Addie 
Friestad smashed multiple 
kill shots to spark a 7-3 run 
at the start of the match. 
Rochelle maintained a 17-
13 lead midway through 
the first set, but consecutive 
kills from the Spartans and 
a series of strong defensive 
plays in the back row en-
abled Sycamore to tie the 
score at 22-22. The Spartans 
closed the set on a 12-6 run 
to take a 1-0 set lead in the 
match.

A series of aces from Oh-
linger, who had three along 
with 31 assists and five kills 
on Thursday, helped the 
Lady Hubs open the second 
set on an 11-3 run. Emphatic 
kill shots from Friestad, who 
led Rochelle with 13 in the 
match, as well as a power-
ful kill from junior right 
side Alivia Henkel gave the 
Lady Hubs a 15-5 advantage 
and forced Sycamore’s first 
timeout of the night.

“Our passing and hitting 
was phenomenal tonight,” 
Ohlinger said. “I haven’t 
seen us pass and hit that 
well and I loved being able 
to set balls for our hitters and 
watch them put it away. We 
knew Sycamore was going 
to bring it during the second 
set, but we had to keep fir-
ing back at them. We had a 
really nice second set and I 

The Rochelle Lady Hubs celebrate a hard-fought win over the Sycamore Spartans after the team’s Volley for 
the Cure Night match Thursday evening.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

thought that really brought 
our momentum back.”

Rochelle trailed for most 
of the third set before a kill 
from Friestad gave the Lady 
Hubs a 14-13 lead and their 
first advantage of the set. 
A trio of strong kill shots 
from sophomore outside 
hitter Taelynn Rodeghero, 
who finished with 12 kills 

on Thursday, kept Rochelle 
ahead 20-18 and led Syca-
more to use another timeout. 
The Spartans leaned on 
outside hitter Laci Neece 
late in the match, assisting 
her on crucial kill shots to 
continue evening the score 
as the set continued.

Despite several back-
and-forth swings, how-

ever, Rochelle held on for 
the team’s fifth three-set 
win of the season. Seniors 
Macy Ramos and Payton 
Hale each recorded 15 digs 
to anchor the Lady Hub 
defense in the win, while 
senior Isela Vasquez totaled 
13 digs and sophomore 
Dempsey Atkinson added 
10 digs. Junior middle hitter 

Kennedy Adamski notched 
a team-high five blocks for 
the Lady Hubs.

“It’s an amazing win 
and I hope we can continue 
to play the way we did to-
night,” Ohlinger said. “If we 
play the way we did tonight 
at the regional tournament, 
I don’t think anyone can 
stop us.”
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1140 N. 7th St.
Rochelle, IL

815-561-2337

1001 S. Main Street
Rochelle, IL 61068

Ashton | Rochelle | Oregon
815.562.5571

211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle
815-562-4171

www.rochellenews-leader.com

firststatebank.biz

2203 East Flagg Rd.
Rochelle IL 61068
NOT-FOR-PROFIT PROVIDER

Liberty Village Liberty Village 
of Rochelleof Rochelle

400 N. 15th St.
Rochelle IL 61068 

815-562-1250

200 S. Steward Rd.
Rochelle IL 61068

815-562-8787
JEFFPERRYAUTOS.COM

CHEVROLET • BUICK • CADILLAC • JEEP • CHRYSLER Local People Providing Local Services

333 Lincoln Highway • P.O. Box 456
Rochelle, IL 61068

815-562-4155 • www.rmu.net

John Vandre, Associate
409 4th Ave.
815.562.7139

Stillman Bank
455 IL-38
815.562.7071
stillmanbank.com

Edward Jones - Will McLachlan
1122 Lincoln Highway
815.562.5563 
EdwardJones.com

Holcomb Bank
233 IL-38
815.562.3838 
holcomb.bank

Graber Financial Group 
Sam Graber
409 4th Ave.
815.562.7139

Edward Jones - Jessica Morris
1214 Currency Ct.
815.561.4341

FLOWERS AND GIFTS
Colonial Flower Shoppe  & Gifts
408 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.8101
floristrochelleil.com

RCH Auxiliary Gift Shop
900 N 2nd St
815.562.2181 • rochellehospital.com

FUNERAL SERVICES
Beverage Lyons Family Funeral Home & 
Cremation Services
704 6th St
815.562.6872
beveragelyonsfamilyfh.com

FURNITURE
Hub City Furniture
429 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.8765
hubcityfurniture.com

Meyers Furniture
209 Powers Road Hwy 251 North
815.562.8792
meyersfurniture.com

HEALTH SERVICES
Changes Counseling, LLC
604 N Main St
815.501-2088
changescounselingllc.com

Rochelle Chiropractic  - Dr. Chad Piller
227 E. Hwy 38
815.562.8706
rochellechiropractic.com

Rochelle Community Hospital
900 N 2nd St
815.562.2181 • rochellehospital.com

Salinas Chiropractic
1381 N 7th St .,Suite C
815.562.6661 • salinaschiroandwellness.com

HOME IMPROVEMENTS & 
CONTRACTORS
Anderson Plumbing & Heating
621 1st Ave
815.562.8784 • andersonplumbingheatingcooling.com

Bruns Construction, Inc.
PO Box 400
815.561.0099 • brunsconstructioninc.com 

B&W Appliance Repair LLC
567 W. IL Route 38
815.562.6253

 
Pemberton Plumbing, Heating  
& Cooling, Inc.
815.561.6119
pembertonplumbingheating.com

HOTEL & TRAVEL
Holiday Inn Express
1240 N Dement Rd
815.562.9994
ihg.com

INDUSTRIES  
ClarkDietrich
501 S Steward Rd # 100
815.561.2360
clarkdietrich.com

Silgan Containers
400 N. 15th St.
815-562-1250
silgancontainers.com

Rochelle Foods  
1001 S Main St
815.562.4141
hormelfoods.com

INSURANCE
Allstate
Dement Rd

Country Financial
519 4th Ave
815.562.8164
countryfinancial.com

Dimond Bros. Insurance  
401 N Main St
815.562.5596
dimondbros.com

Graber Financial Group
409 4th Ave.
815.562.7139

State Farm Insur ance - Shane Huber
1211 Currency Ct
815.562.7011
shanehuber.com

State Farm Insurance - Terri Schaefer
603 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.7063
terrischaefer.com

Edward Jones - Jessica Morris
1214 Currency Ct.
815.561.4341

PEST CONTROL
Omega Pest Control
815.562.2005
omegapestcontrol-il.com

PHOTOGRAPHY
Lifeworks Photography
6342 South Westwood Ave.
Rochelle IL 61068 

PRINTINT AND/OR WEB DESIGN
Hub-Remsen Print Group
101 Maple Ave
815.562.7057
hub-remsen.com

Rochelle News-Leader
211 Hwy 38
815.562.4171 • rochellenews-leader.com • newsmediadigital.com

REAL ESTATE
Hayden Real Estate  
221 E. Hwy 38
815.562.2111
haydenreinc.com

REAL ESTATE & AUCTIONS
Bearrows Real Estate & Auction Co.
361 W. Il Route 38
815.562.5113
bearrows.com

RENTAL PROPERTIES
Lida Lake Estates
433 Willis Ave., Apt. #11
815.561.0526
lidalakeestates.wixsite.com/lidalakeestates

RETAIL/ SPECIALTY SHOPS
Liquor ‘N’ Wine
1140 N 7th St,
815.561.2337
liquornwine.net

SURVEY
Survey Tech
104 Maple Ct
815.562.8771

TIRES
Browns Tire Service Inc.
311 N 7th St,
815.562.4644
alderkstireservice.business.site

Tire Tracks
1320 N 7th St
815.562.7777
tiretracksusa.com

TOBACCO & ALCOHOL
Rochelle Tobacco “N” Liquor
222 May Mart Drive
815.561.9571
rochelletobacco.com

Rocky’s Smoke Shop
132 May Mart Drive
815.888-7107

Community Unity

By Supporting These             Businesses

AGRICULTURE
Johnson Tractor
200 S. Steward Rd.
815.562.2135
johnsontractorrochelle.stihldealer.net

ANIMAL HEALTH SERVICE
Rochelle Veterinary Hospital
1381 N 7th, Ste. a
815.562.5207
rochellevet.com

ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES
Pickin’ Station
708 Lincoln Ave.
815.562.7915

ASSISTED LIVING
Liberty Village of Rochelle
2203 East Flagg Rd.
Rochelle IL 61068

Lincoln Manor
615 Lincoln Highway
815.562.1404

ATTORNEYS
James G. Ahlberg
501 6th Ave.
815.562.4443
ahlberglaw.net

Hewitt & Wagner - Attorneys at Law
1124 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.2704
hewitt-wagner.com

Tess & Crull Law - Attorneys at Law
1090 N 7th St
815.562.8754
tesscrulllaw.com

 

Fearer, Nye & Chadwick
420 Fourth Avenue
815.562.2456
fnclaw.com

AUTOMOTIVE
Jeff Perry of Rochelle
1260 N 7th St,
815.562.8787 • jeffperryauto.com

Prescott Brothers Ford
620 S 7th St,
815.562.2177 • prescottbrothersford.com

Zip’s Auto Body , Inc
1033 S 7th St
815.562.5133 • zipsautobody.com

COMMUNITY SERVICES
Flagg Township Museum
518 4th Ave
815.562.3040

Hub City Senior Center
401 Cherry Ave
815.562.5050
hubcityseniorcenter.com

Rochelle Chamber Of Commerce
501 Sixth Avenue
815.562.4189
therochellechamber.com

V.F.W Post 3878
318 4th Ave
815.562.3878
www.vfw.org

RMU
333 Lincoln Highway
815.562.4155
www.rmu.net

 
 
 

COUNSELING
Braden Counseling
2600 DeKalb Ave, Suite 3
Sycamore IL 60178

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT
Aldo’s Pizzeria and The Red Brick Pub
418 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.3456 • aldospizzaandpubrochelle.restaurant

 
Alfano’s Pizzeria & Italian Restaurant
1115 Turkington Terrace
815.562.3312 • alfanospizza.com

Kenny’s Place
411 Cherry Ave
815.562.6568

T-Byrd Lanes
1172 Lincoln Hwy • 815.562.4822 • tbyrdlanes.com

Tecalitlan Restaurant
1071 N Caron Rd
815.561.7576 • restauranttecarochelle.com

Vince’s Pizza & Family Restaurant
1071 North 7th st.
Rochelle IL 61068

FINANCIAL SERVICES
Central Illinois  Loans
310 Eagle Dr
815.561.4035
centralillinoisloans.com

Central Bank
340 May Mart Dr
815.562.5571
central-bank.com

First State Bank
304 E Hwy 38
815.562.2200
firststatebank.biz
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tiretracksusa.com

TOBACCO & ALCOHOL
Rochelle Tobacco “N” Liquor
222 May Mart Drive
815.561.9571
rochelletobacco.com

Rocky’s Smoke Shop
132 May Mart Drive
815.888-7107

Community Unity

By Supporting These             Businesses

AGRICULTURE
Johnson Tractor
200 S. Steward Rd.
815.562.2135
johnsontractorrochelle.stihldealer.net

ANIMAL HEALTH SERVICE
Rochelle Veterinary Hospital
1381 N 7th, Ste. a
815.562.5207
rochellevet.com

ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES
Pickin’ Station
708 Lincoln Ave.
815.562.7915

ASSISTED LIVING
Liberty Village of Rochelle
2203 East Flagg Rd.
Rochelle IL 61068

Lincoln Manor
615 Lincoln Highway
815.562.1404

ATTORNEYS
James G. Ahlberg
501 6th Ave.
815.562.4443
ahlberglaw.net

Hewitt & Wagner - Attorneys at Law
1124 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.2704
hewitt-wagner.com

Tess & Crull Law - Attorneys at Law
1090 N 7th St
815.562.8754
tesscrulllaw.com

 

Fearer, Nye & Chadwick
420 Fourth Avenue
815.562.2456
fnclaw.com

AUTOMOTIVE
Jeff Perry of Rochelle
1260 N 7th St,
815.562.8787 • jeffperryauto.com

Prescott Brothers Ford
620 S 7th St,
815.562.2177 • prescottbrothersford.com

Zip’s Auto Body , Inc
1033 S 7th St
815.562.5133 • zipsautobody.com

COMMUNITY SERVICES
Flagg Township Museum
518 4th Ave
815.562.3040

Hub City Senior Center
401 Cherry Ave
815.562.5050
hubcityseniorcenter.com

Rochelle Chamber Of Commerce
501 Sixth Avenue
815.562.4189
therochellechamber.com

V.F.W Post 3878
318 4th Ave
815.562.3878
www.vfw.org

RMU
333 Lincoln Highway
815.562.4155
www.rmu.net

 
 
 

COUNSELING
Braden Counseling
2600 DeKalb Ave, Suite 3
Sycamore IL 60178

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT
Aldo’s Pizzeria and The Red Brick Pub
418 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.3456 • aldospizzaandpubrochelle.restaurant

 
Alfano’s Pizzeria & Italian Restaurant
1115 Turkington Terrace
815.562.3312 • alfanospizza.com

Kenny’s Place
411 Cherry Ave
815.562.6568

T-Byrd Lanes
1172 Lincoln Hwy • 815.562.4822 • tbyrdlanes.com

Tecalitlan Restaurant
1071 N Caron Rd
815.561.7576 • restauranttecarochelle.com

Vince’s Pizza & Family Restaurant
1071 North 7th st.
Rochelle IL 61068

FINANCIAL SERVICES
Central Illinois  Loans
310 Eagle Dr
815.561.4035
centralillinoisloans.com

Central Bank
340 May Mart Dr
815.562.5571
central-bank.com

First State Bank
304 E Hwy 38
815.562.2200
firststatebank.biz
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE • HILLCREST • CRESTON • STEWARD • KINGS • ASHTON

103 103 
AUCTIONSAUCTIONS

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALEMISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-874-2257

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW, USED  
SCRATCH & DENT

• Refrigerators • Freezers 
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

11222020

OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE

Exceptional 
performance and value. 

EPA certified Central 
Boiler Classic Edge 

Titanium HDX OUTDOOR 
WOOD FURNACE.  

26% Tax Credit on 
furnace and installation.

Call Pete Central Wood Boilers
815-509-7805

08312022

business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119 119 
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

JNJ JUMPERS Indoor/
Outdoor Bounce House 
Rentals Available Year 
Round. Please Call 
815-784-4256 For 
Availability or Visit us 
on Facebook.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
it’s care.

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

CDL DRIVER & Auger 
Cart Driver Wanted for 
Grain Hauling. Local 
Work. Call 815-716-
6681(10-20-22)

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com
 
ANTIQUES WANTED: I 
pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

305 305 
GARAGE SALESGARAGE SALES
 
ROCHELLE: ESTATE 
SALE! 425 S. 9th 
ST. OCTOBER 15TH 
& 16TH, 9am-5pm. 
EVERYTHING MUST 
GO! (10-16-22)

OREGON: 2887 E Brick 
Rd. Breast Cancer/
Holiday Open House. 
October 7th, 8th, & 
9th, 9am-3pm. Silent 
Auction For Breast 
Cancer. Tastefully 
Simple, Norwex, 
Longaberger, Crafts. 
Come Join the Fun! 
Early Bird Gets the 
Worm. At the Home of 
Ruth & Bill Luepkes. 
Call 815-732-6439 for 
Directions or Orders. 
(10-9-22)

307 307 
MISCELLANOUS MISCELLANOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

FALL DECORATIONS. 
White Birch Branches 
$4 Each. Cork Screw 
Willow Branches $2 
Each. 815-393-4670

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
M o n d a y - F r i d a y 
815-562-4171(8AM-
NOON ONLY) Rochelle 
News Leader.  

405  405  
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice to Disadvantage 

Businesses
Boller Construction 
Company Inc., 3045 
Washington Street, 
Waukegan, IL 60085 is 
seeking disadvantaged 
businesses for the 
construction of City 
of Rochelle - Water 
Reclamation Plant 
Improvements - Phase 
II
Project subcontracting 
opportunities in the 
following areas: 
Demolition, Concrete, 
Masonry, Steel, 
Fiberglass Reinforced 
Plastics, Roofing, 
Doors, Frames and 
Hardware, Rolling 
Service Doors, 
Painting and Coating, 
Mechanical, Plumbing, 
HVAC, Electrical, 
Excavation, Asphalt 
Paving, Landscaping, 
Site utilities, Piping, 
Valves, Pumps, Flow 
Meters, WATER 
AND WASTEWATER 
EQUIPMENT
All disadvantaged 
business should 
contact, in writing 
(certified letter, return 
receipt requested 
Joe Henderson to 
discuss subcontracting 
opportunities.  All 
negotiations must be 
completed PRIOR to 
the bid opening date of 
11/2/22
No. 1018 (Oct. 9)

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113 113 
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 

113 113 
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

409  409  
HOUSES FOR RENTHOUSES FOR RENT

COUNTRY HOME 
Rural Franklin Grove 
With Garage. No Pets. 
815-456-2453. (10-12-
22)

405  405  
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE
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SPORTS

*All participants who attend an estimated 60-90-minute in-home product consultation will receive a $100 VISA Gift Card. Retail value is $100. Offer sponsored by 
LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of 
age. If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID and be 
legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate 
family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not 
be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the 
participant via first class United StatesMail within 10 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. 
Offer not sponsored and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. Offer not available in the states of CA, IN, PA and MI. Expires 10/31/22.

KICKOFF TH
E SEASON

ICKOFF THE
S

With The Best
Sale of The Y

ear

*Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own
your home, or we will clean your gutters for free

Call Today for Your
FREE Estimate!

ONLYONLYLYONLY

$99$99$99
Insta

llatio
n*

Insta
llatio

n*

$100 VISA GIFT CARD

Upon completion of appointment

LIFETIME NO-CLOG
WARRANTY

MADE ONSITE SPECIFICALLY
FOR YOUR HOME

THE ONLY ONE-PIECE
SEAMLESS DEBRIS
SHEDDING GUTTER SYSTEM.

SCRATCHGUARD®

PAINT FINISH SPECIAL
FINANCING
AVAILABLE 815-673-7532

*Subject to credit approval, with the purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub or Shower. Interest is billed during the promotional period but all interest is waived if the 
purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. There is no minimum monthly payment required during the promotional period. Safe Step 

Walk-In Tub is neither a broker nor a lender. Financing is provided through third-party lenders una�  liated with Safe Step Walk-In Tub, LLC under terms and conditions 
arranged directly between the customer and such lender. All subject to credit requirements and satisfactory completion of fi nance documents. Any fi nance terms 

advertised are estimates only. O� er available in select markets, not available in Canada. Participating dealers only. Other restrictions may apply.

Scan me

C
SLB

 10
82165  N

SC
B

 0
0

82999  0
0

834
45

North America’s
#1 Selling Walk-In Tub

Featuring our Free Shower Package

For a limited time only with purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. 
Not applicable with any previous walk-in tub purchase. 

Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present offer at 
time of purchase. Financing available with approved credit.

Buy Now, Pay Later! 

NO PAYMENTS 
FOR 18 MONTHS!*

plus a Free Shower Package

815-660-0041
or visit BuySafeStep.com

Now you can fi nally have all of the soothing benefi ts of 
a relaxing warm bath, or enjoy a convenient refreshing 
shower while seated or standing with Safe Step 
Walk-In Tub’s FREE Shower Package! 

✓ First walk-in tub available with a customizable shower

✓ Fixed rainfall shower head is adjustable for your 
height and pivots to offer a seated shower option

✓ High-quality tub complete with a comprehensive 
lifetime warranty on the entire tub

✓ Top-of-the-line installation and service, all 
included at one low, affordable price

Now you can have the best of both worlds–there isn’t 
a better, more a� ordable walk-in tub!

Backed by a lifetime guarantee.

GIRLS: Lady Hubs shut out Princeton on Thursday 
From page 1

The win allowed Ro-
chelle (4-10, 0-5 Interstate 
8) to avoid the shutout 
on Tuesday, with Dixon 
sweeping both singles 
matches and taking two 
doubles points to beat the 
Lady Hubs 4-1.

Junior Elin Zheng took 
five games in a 4-6, 1-6 loss 

against Addison Arjes at the 
No. 1 singles court. Senior 
Abby Tarvestad nearly ral-
lied for a three-set victory 
against Leah Stees at the 
No. 2 singles court, win-
ning the second set handily 
before falling just short in 
a 2-6, 6-1, 3-10 loss.

Senior Maleah Point-
er and sophomore Riley 
Doyle played a pair of tight 

sets in their 4-6, 4-6 loss to 
Olivia Gingras and Ashlyn 
Schwarz at the No. 3 dou-
bles court. Seniors Torrin 
Nantz and Francesca Wil-
liams fell 0-6, 1-6 to Leah 
Kuehl and Grace Ferguson 
at the No. 1 doubles court. 

Princeton
The Rochelle Lady Hub 

varsity tennis team played 

its final match of the regular 
season on Thursday, shut-
ting out Princeton 5-0 in 
nonconference play. The 
Lady Hubs (5-10, 0-5 In-
terstate 8) will compete at 
the Interstate 8 Conference 
Championship tournament 
this weekend.

Junior Elin Zheng 
cruised over Kailee Winner 
6-2, 6-0 at the No. 1 singles 

court, while senior Abby 
Tarvestad held off Emilee 
Merkel for a 6-3, 6-3 win 
at the No. 2 singles court. 
Senior Maleah Pointer and 
sophomore Riley Doyle 
had no trouble at the No. 
3 doubles court, sweep-
ing Abby Ward and Erah 
Goodale 6-0, 6-0.

Seniors Torrin Nantz 
and Francesca Williams 

finished strong at the No. 
1 doubles court, defeating 
Sadie Thornton and Nora 
Schneider 6-2, 6-1. Seniors 
Bailey Jackson and Marisa 
Whaley sealed Rochelle’s 
doubles sweep on Thurs-
day, playing a dominant 
second set to beat Katie 
Kammerer and Kambrie 
Fisher 6-3, 6-1 at the No. 
2 doubles court.

The Rochelle Lady Hub varsity tennis team hosted Dixon and Princeton to close out the regular season this past week. At left, senior Francesca Williams hits a 
backhand shot at the No. 1 doubles court. At right, senior Maleah Pointer goes to her forehand stroke at the No. 3 doubles court.

(PHOTOS BY RUSSELL HODGES)
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SPORTS

HUSKIES: NIU moves to 1-4 after loss at Ball State

Rochelle Junior Tackle
(PHOTOS BY RUSSELL HODGES)

Cowboys defeat Bears for 
Rochelle Flag Football 

NFL League Championship
The 2022 Rochelle Flag Football season concluded 

at Helms Park on Wednesday evening, with the third 
and fourth-graders battling it out for the NFL League 
title. The Cowboys (above) faced off against the Bears 

(below) for the title, with the Cowboys emerging 
victorious on a last-minute touchdown to claim this 

season’s championship.

The Cowboys include Ronnie Belmonte, 
Devin Hansen, Jackson Olszewski, Paul Olszewski, 

Braxton Ellison, Jonathan Lilly, Colton White, 
Grace Williams, Tanner Williams and Brecken Bruns. 

The team is coached by Ronnie Belmonte and 
Shannon Dickey.

The Bears include Jimmy Chadwick, 
Charlie Chadwick, Florence Millard, Brayson Bouland, 

Grange Kissack, Cody Cox, Matthew DeClerck, 
Jackson Noble, Silas Alsop and Misha Krawcewicz. 

The team is coached by Paul Chadwick and 
Mike Chadwick.

H O M E  S E R V I C E S

H O M E  S E R V I C E S
P L U M B I N G  P L U M B I N G  ••  S E W E RS E W E R  
H V A C  H V A C  ••  E L E C T R I C A LE L E C T R I C A L

815-562-4440

$6900
$6900

Furnace
Tune-UpFurnace
Tune-Up

$99 Value!
$99 Value!

H O M E  S E R V I C E S

$30

$20 Instant Savings
 $10 First Time Customer Discount+

Added Savings!

815-562-4440 • servicenowhomeservices.com

From page 3

NIU drove from its 25 to 
its 48-yard line in the final 
36 seconds before a pair of 
incompletions stalled the 
drive and the game went 
to overtime.

In the first overtime, 
NIU’s drove to the Ball 
State six-yard line where 
kicker John Richardson’s 
24-yard attempt was no 
good. The Huskie defense 
then held BSU to minus 
one yard on three plays and 
VonGunten’s field goal at-
tempt was wide right. NIU 
finished with a season-high 
526 yards of total offense, 
including 332 rushing yards 
on 57 carries. In addition to 
Waylee, who averaged 7.7 
yards per carry, quarterback 
Justin Lynch ran 15 times 
for 89 yards. Hampton 
finished 17-of-29 passing 
for 194 yards passing with 
two touchdowns and an 
interception.

NIU led 21-0 and took 
a 24-7 halftime lead after 
John Richardson’ 28-yard 
field goal with 49 seconds 
left in the half closed out a 
nine-play, 65-yard drive. 
Ball State cut the lead to 
10 early in the third quarter 
after Hampton pass was 
tipped at the line of scrim-
mage and intercepted by 
BSU’s Jaquan Amos, who 
returned it 31 yards to the 
NIU four-yard line. Steele 
scored on a two-yard run 
four plays later.

The Huskies responded 
with an eight-play, 75-yard 
drive with Waylee scoring 
on a one-yard run to extend 
NIU’s lead back to 17, 31-14 
at 8:38 of the third quarter. 
Hampton hit Cole Tucker, 
who finished the game 
with eight receptions for 87 
yards, twice on the drive, for 
16 and 22 yards.

The teams traded punts 
before Ball State again cut 
the lead to 10 on a three-yard 
run by Steele, who finished 

the game with three touch-
downs and 77 yards on 24 
carries. His run finished an 
eight-play, 52-yard drive 
and set up the fourth quarter 
comeback.

Paddock completed 40-
of-58 passes for 403 yards 
and three touchdowns for 
the Cardinals, while Jay-
shon Jackson caught 10 
passes for 116 yards.

On its first possession 
of the game, NIU drove 81 
yards in 15 plays to take a 

7-0 lead at the 5:19 mark. 
On third and five from the 
BSU 13-yard line, Hampton 
flipped the ball forward 
to Trey Urwiler, who then 
lateraled to Kacper Rutkie-
wicz and the speedy receiver 
found the pylon for a 15-
yard touchdown, his fourth 
of the season. The Huskies 
had two chances to extend 
the lead off of turnovers. 
First, C.J. Brown picked 
off Ball State quarterback 
John Paddock at the Ball 

State 45 and returned it 29 
yards to the 16. A pair of 
Waylee rushes and a short 
pass netted just five yards 
and Richardson’s 29-yard 
field goal was off the mark. 

A Devonte O’Malley 
sack on third and seven 
ended Ball State’s next pos-
session as they were forced 
to punt and NIU got the ball 
back on its 39-yard line. 
On the first play of the sec-
ond quarter, Waylee broke 
through the line and went 

52 yards for a touchdown 
and a 14-0 Huskie lead. 
When Ball State let Richard-
son’s short kickoff bounce, 
the Huskies recovered but 
quickly turned the ball back 
over to BSU when Hampton 
was sacked and fumbled.

After VonGunten missed 
a 37-yard field goal, NIU 
took a 21-0 lead when 
Hampton found Rutkiewicz 
in the back of the end zone 
from 31-yard out with 4:49 
left in the second quarter.

$29.99 for 3 months
Plus get a 4th month totally FREE!

That’s 34 issues of the News-Leader delivered to your door for less than 59¢ an issue!

We are offering this great deal because we want non-subscribers to give 
us a try, but don’t delay as this offer is only valid through Oct. 31, 2022.
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Closing
Management for the 

Rochelle Family Video 

confirmed the store will be 

closing. See page 2
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OREGON — Ogle County Collector Linda 

Beck wants to remind property owners that 

the second installment of their property tax 

bill is due Sept. 11.  

Payment methods include cash or check 

(payable to Ogle County Collector). In-person 

payments can be made at the Treasurer’s office 

located in the “old” Courthouse at 105 S. 5th 

St., Suite 114, Oregon, or at any bank in Ogle 

County. Current restrictions will be wearing a 

mask in any county building and to keep six-

foot distance from others. Office hours are 8:30 

a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday-Friday excluding 

holidays. A secure drop box is located at the 

Fifth Street address for taxpayers to drop off 

check payments after hours or on the weekends. 

The mailing address is Ogle County Collector, 

P.O. Box 40, Oregon, IL 61061. Mailed pay-

ments must be postmarked by the due date to 

be considered timely.  

Late payments will incur a fee of 1.5 percent 

per month or part of a month after the due 

date and must be remitted by mail or at the 

collector’s office.

Beck’s office is also offering the option of 

online credit card payments. You may get to 

this site by going directly to www.oglecounty-

treasurer.org or through www.oglecounty.org 

and then selecting the Treasurer’s department. 

Choose the Online Tax Payments link and click 

the Pay Now button. Fill in the information 

as prompted. Be sure to receive a payment 

confirmation for your records. 

Please note that this service carries a fee; 

review the convenience fees prior to making 

payment.

Second property tax payment due Sept. 11

Habitat for Humanity began building its 13th home and second for a family in Rochelle, on June 13, for Felix 

and Tanya Vega and their five children. Since the first shovel was dug into the ground in June, construction 

has been moving forward at the build site at an average of three to four days a week. 

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Taking shape
Habitat for Humanity home build to finish early next year

BY ANDREW HEISERMAN 

STAFF WRITER

WHILE COVID-19 

has halted progress 

on many events 

and projects this year, it has not 

slowed down Habitat for Hu-

manity of Ogle County on its 

2020 home build in Rochelle.

Habitat for Humanity be-

gan building its 13th home and 

second for a family in Rochelle 

on June 13, 2020 for Felix and 

Tanya Vega and their five chil-

dren. Since the first shovel was 

dug into the ground in June, 

construction has been moving 

forward at the build site at an 

average of three to four days a 

week. 

While most of the work is 

done by construction crews and 

volunteers, the Vega family was 

required to put in a minimum of 

200 sweat hours working at the 

site. The Vega family has well 

surpassed their hours and are 

continuing to work as the home 

begins to take shape. 

“The home build is coming 

along really well,” Habitat for 

Humanity of Ogle County ex-

ecutive director Vanessa White-

Broome said. “We are at the 

point where we have the frame 

and roof completely finished. We 

have gained quite a bit of prog-

ress and are a lot farther than we 

sometimes are at this stage.” 

The next steps are to start 

putting up the siding, windows 

and insulation, then begin the 

inside work such as cabinets and 

electrical wiring. While the goal 

was to have the home finished 

by Christmas, Habitat is hoping 

to have the home completed and 

the Vega family in it by early 

next year. 
Once the home is completed, 

it will be 1,200 square feet and 

include four bedrooms and two 

bathrooms as well as a finished 

basement. While both Habitat 

and the Vega family have been 

working very hard building the 

home, they could not have done 

it without the many supporters 

and volunteers that have stepped 

up. 
See BUILD page 2

ROCHELLE — Ro-

chelle Elementary Dis-

trict 231 will see a sur-

plus of approximately 

$675,000 after passing its 

fiscal year 2021 budget 

Tuesday night.

Board members ap-

proved its budget despite 

having many unknown 

numbers due to state fund-

ing, according to super-

intendent Jason Harper. 

Passage of the district’s 

intention to issue $1.2 

million Working Cash 

Fund Bonds helped the 

district pass a budget with 

no deficit.
Harper recommended 

the district issue $1.2 

million Working Cash 

Fund Bonds following a 

presentation by Andrew 

Kim from PMA Securi-

ties at the board’s Aug. 

11 meeting. The recom-

mendation was approved 

Tuesday night by board 

members.
School districts can 

issue bonds to fund work-

ing capital expenditures 

that arise from a variety 

of circumstances. Tradi-

tionally, working capital 

bonds have been issued 

as short-term obligations 

where the proceeds are 

used to cover a district’s 

temporary cash flow, or 

operating, deficit. 

Enrollment
Harper updated board 

members on the district’s 

to-date enrollment.

The numbers that 

Harper discussed don’t 

include district pre-kin-

dergarten numbers. Cur-

rently, in-person enroll-

ment for kindergarten 

through eighth grade is at 

64 percent; remote learn-

ing is at 34 percent; and 

2 percent are currently 

pursuing ‘other’ school-

ing options including 

homeschool or private 

schooling.
“We are still allowing 

students to opt-out on an 

ongoing basis based on 

needs and circumstanc-

es,” Harper explained.

Budget 
passed
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BYRON – If the Byron Generating Station does close in September 2021, it will mean more than a loss of about 700 jobs.It will also mean the loss of millions of dollars in taxes locally. Exelon Generation an-nounced on Aug. 27 that it intends to retire its Byron Generating Station and Dresden Generating Station in fall 2021. Byron will close in September 2021.Paul Dempsey, commu-nications manager of the Byron station, said that the station’s 2017 tax bill was more than $38 million. The taxes went to a variety of taxing bodies, including the Byron School District, Ogle County and the Byron Mu-seum and Library District.There are also the charitable donations giv-ing by the station, which Dempsey said amount to about $250,000. Donations have gone to Rock River Center in Oregon, Pinecrest Community in Mount Mor-ris, Hub City Senior Center and many others.In July, the station do-nated $9,000 to libraries in Ogle County. And in June it donated $35,000 to local food banks.

Sarah Downs, execu-tive director of the Byron Chamber of Commerce, said that the community has been well aware that Exelon has been sounding the alarm for years that its zero-carbon Byron and Dresden plants are uneco-

nomic to operate and would likely shut down early to prevent further financial losses.
“We need Byron Sta-tion in our community,” she said. “It provides 700 good-paying jobs, over $38 million in taxes, and 

supports our local schools, fire departments, forest pre-serves, and park districts. It’s a key source of business for our local retailers and restaurants. It also provides clean, carbon-free energy to 2.3 million homes and businesses in our area.We 

implore state leaders to take action to save Byron Station from early retirement next year.”
The Byron Forest Pre-serve District received $2.3 million in tax money from the Byron Station last year.“The Exelon Generation Byron Station is obviously an important part of the greater Byron/Oregon com-munity,” said Todd Tucker, executive director of the Forest Preserve District. “The Byron Forest Preserve District alone receives near-ly 75 cents of every property tax operating dollar from the Byron Nuclear Plant.”Tucker pointed out that the money the district has received over the past 35 years has made it possible for it to preserve more than 2,300 acres of natural land for nine preserves, develop the PrairieView Golf Club, Jarrett Prairie Center, Keller Education Center and our the PrairieFire Golf facility.

See LOSS page 3
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Plant loss would hurt economy700 jobs, tax money, donations would be lost locally“We need Byron Station in our community. It provides 700 good-
paying jobs, over $38 million in taxes, and supports our local 
schools, fire departments, forest preserves, and park districts... It 
also provides clean, carbon-free energy to 2.3 million homes and 
businesses in our area.”

Sarah Downs

BY ANDREW HEISERMANSTAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE – The Foundation for Focus House and Community Programming of Ro-chelle was forced to cancel its annual car show and parade this year, but it is moving forward with its plan to host the car show virtually. The car show this year is free to enter and is open to any type of classic old vehicle, whether it be a car, pickup truck or motorcycle. Participants are asked to send in one photo of their vehicle to jhardin@oglecounty.org.Contact information such as an address and phone number, as well as the make and model of the vehicle, should also be included in the 

email. The deadline to send in a vehicle photo is Sept. 10 and there is no limit to the amount of people who can participate.“We had to cancel the outdoor car show and parade out of concern for the community, but 

we are very excited to try this out,” Founda-tion for Focus House President Dave Tess said. “I have been dealing with old cars since my brother got me my first one when I was 16 years old and I have never seen anything like this done.”Once all photos have been received, they will be compiled into one photo album and uploaded onto Facebook. Voting will begin on Sept. 14 and run through Sept. 27, with individuals either clicking the like or heart icon on their favorite vehicle in the album. The one that receives the most attention will be chosen as the winner. 

See SHOW page 2

A virtual collection of cars

ROCHELLE — No one suffered serious injuries Friday afternoon after a truck struck a utility pole on Illinois Route 251 in Hillcrest.According to reports, the accident occured around 2:45 p.m. when a pick up truck trav-eling northbound left Illinois Route 251 near Hemstock Road, struck culvert and then crashed into a utility pole. The 

pole then fell into the roadway.Sparks then caught brush in the ditch on fire, burning approximately 50 yards of grass before firefighters from Rochelle and Hillcrest arrived on scene.
RMU was called to the scene to cut power to the downed pole and restore power to the area of Hillcrest affected by the accident.

Truck takes down utility pole
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