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BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Ro-
chelle Police Department 
911 Telecommunicator 
Senada Ajvazi is in her 
seventh year with the 
department and works B 
shift. 

In her position, Ajvazi is 
responsible for dispatching 
police, fire, and medical 
along with taking 911 calls 
and managing multiple 
radio frequencies. Her ed-
ucation includes an asso-
ciate’s degree in criminal 
justice from Kishwaukee 
College and she’s currently 
working on completing a 
bachelor’s degree in busi-
ness administration this 
December from Southern 
New Hampshire Univer-
sity. In terms of training, 
she’s certified in LEADS, 
advanced law enforcement 
and fire dispatch, EMD, 
CPR and AED. 

“I enjoy being able to 
help the community by 
working alongside a great 
group of people that truly 
care for the community,” 
Ajvazi said. “My cowork-
ers have become a second 
family to me, and are also 
one of the many reasons 

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — At 
its monthly meeting 
Monday, the Rochelle 
Township High School 
Board of Education heard 
a presentation by Assis-
tant Principal David Per-
rin and Dean of Students 
Brett Zick on academic 
and climate and culture 
updates.

Perrin said the school’s 
four-year graduation rate 
is currently down and 
is currently 85 percent. 
Five years ago, that num-
ber was at 98 percent.

“We’re down this 
year,” Perrin said. “We 
saw this coming and 
expected it due to the 
pandemic and some of 
the attendance difficul-
ties we had.”

See RTHS page 5

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — At its 
monthly meeting Mon-
day, the Flagg-Rochelle 
Community Park District 
Board of Commissioners 
heard an update from Park 
District Executive Direc-
tor Jackee Ohlinger on the 
decking project at Spring 
Lake Marina.

Staff worked on dem-
olition of the old decking 
Monday and materials for 
the new decking will ar-
rive Wednesday morning.

“The removal has been 
going pretty fast and to-
day almost all of it was 
taken off,” Ohlinger said. 
“We’re just waiting for the 
dumpster to be emptied 
and we’ll start again.”

At its last meeting, 
the board unanimously 
approved a bid from RP 
Lumber to provide materi-
als for new decking in the 
amount of $29,872. 

The project will include 
the complete replacement 
of the decking at the ma-
rina to match recent work 
at Spring Lake Pool. The 
work is planned to last 
into November. The RP 
Lumber bid was chosen 
to make sure the project 
could be done within the 

Marina decking project underway
Winter programs slated for the REC Center

current fiscal year.

Recreation
Ohlinger said the park 

district recently put out 
its winter brochure guide 
and detailed a number 
of programs planned for 
The REC Center in the 
coming 3-4 months. That 
will include a girls REC 
basketball league, which 
recently kicked off.

“It’s been a quiet sum-
mer inside The REC as far 
as activities like that go,” 

Ohlinger said. “It’s really 
exciting to see things start 
ramping up. The parking 
lot will be plenty full again 
with activities throughout 
the winter.”

A lot of The REC’s 
rental space slots for the 
winter have been getting 
reserved, Ohlinger said. 
The park district has seen 
“a lot of interest” in rental 
of space throughout the 
facility.

“We’re being very con-
scious of making sure that 

we have available space 
for our members as well 
as providing those spaces 
for rentals,” Ohlinger said.

The park district limits 
rentals on days when it 
knows The REC will be 
heavily-used by members 
and the public.

Winterization
Ohlinger said winter-

ization work is ongoing 
at local parks and water 
fountains and bathroom 
facilities have been closed.

At its monthly meeting Monday, the Flagg-Rochelle Community Park District 
Board of Commissioners heard an update from Park District Executive Director 
Jackee Ohlinger on the decking project at Spring Lake Marina.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

Academic 
numbers 
presented

Ajvazi in seventh year as telecommunicator
‘My coworkers have become a second family... work is enjoyable’

Rochelle Police Department 911 Telecommunicator Senada Ajvazi is in her seventh year with the department 
and works B shift. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

why work is enjoyable.” 
When she’s not at work, 

Ajvazi enjoys spending 
time with her family and 
her lab, Archie.

Ajvazi was inspired by 
her late grandfather to get 
into the law enforcement 

profession. He served his 
community as a police 
officer in Macedonia be-
fore he was killed by an 
intoxicated driver on his 
way home while Ajvazi’s 
mother was young. RPD 
Det. Elvis Baneski, who is 

Ajvazi’s cousin, followed 
in their grandfather’s foot-
steps as well. 

“My plan was to start in 
dispatch and continue on to 
policing, however, I ended 
up loving this job more 
than I thought I would and 

stayed,” Ajvazi said.
The 911 telecommuni-

cator said she wants the 
community to know that 
RPD has hard-working 
and caring officers. 

See AJVAZI page 2
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BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Ro-
chelle Community Hospi-
tal Chief Executive Officer 
Gregg Olson said Oct. 14 
that the hospital is current-
ly in the process of putting 
together a comprehensive 
facility plan for future 
improvements. 

About nine months ago, 
RCH leadership decided 
to put projects on hold 
to make sure that future 
facility improvements 
worked with each other. 
The hospital has been in 
talks with four architec-
tural firms for the plan 
and has three proposals it 
will soon consider. Once 
leadership decides on one, 
it will go before the hospi-
tal board for presentation 
and approval, Olson said. 
“Once that happens, then 
the firm we select would 
have until about the middle 
of February to actually put 
the plan together,” Olson 
said. “It will look at our 
total campus here and 
decide what changes we 
need to make and what the 
priority and sequence of 
the changes will be. This 
is going to be a multi-year 
plan. It could go out as long 
as 10 years. There could be 
some significant changes 
that come out of this plan.”

Olson said the com-
prehensive plan will look 
at engineering, architec-
ture and departments and 
how they relate to each 
other. The February time 
frame is in place because 
it coincides with RCH’s 
budgeting process. 

“So if there’s any proj-

ects that we want to do in 
the next fiscal year, we 
want to make sure there’s 
dollars put aside for those,” 
Olson said. “That’s where 
the timetable comes in. 
We hope to have a usable 
document in our hands by 
the middle of February. 
Taking it to the board for 
approval will start the pro-
cess. Every project would 
be approved individually 
by the board. I think it’s 
going to be costly in to-
tal. I don’t have a dollar 
amount.”

The RCH campus has 
four different construc-
tion eras. The far north 
part is the original 1946 
footprint of the location. 
RCH’s middle section is 
from about 1964. Next to 
that is a small clinic space 
added in the early 1990s. 
The last addition to the 
campus was the health & 
wellness center in 2016.

Olson said his sense 
is that the plan will as-
sess improvements to the 
building’s older structures. 
He’s unsure if the 1964 
portion of the building will 
be touched, but said RCH 
will “certainly” look at the 
1946 portion. 

“It is a maintenance 
challenge from a plumbing 
and electrical perspec-
tive,” Olson said. “It’s an 
old building. In a nutshell, 
that’s what we’re working 
on. We’re excited about 
it. We know there’s a 
lot of work to be done. 
We’re going to be very 
inclusive in the process. 
If we relocate or expand 
a department, the people 
that work in it will have 
quite a bit of say in how 

From page 1

She bel ieves  Ro-
chelle’s residents are 
lucky to live in a small 
community where re-
sponse times are quicker 
and individuals 
in need of assis-
tance have the 
opportunity to 
get to know of-
ficers and build 
trust with them. 

One memora-
ble experience 
that Ajvazi has had on 
the job involved working 
an overnight shift during 
the winter when there’s 
usually little-to-no activ-
ity. She had a person call 
in late at night and they 
expressed that they were 
struggling with their 
mental health and needed 

someone to talk to. 
Because the phones 

weren’t busy, Ajvazi was 
able to sit and listen to 
the individual. 

“I remember that per-
son thanking me and 

saying that they 
fe l t  so  much 
bet ter  le t t ing 
it out,” Ajvazi 
said. “Although 
I didn’t do much 
other than listen 
to them, I felt 
great knowing 
that I was able 

to be there for someone 
in the middle of the night 
just by listening. That 
may have meant a lot to 
that person to be able to 
vent, but it also meant a 
lot to me knowing I was 
able to help someone at 
a low moment.” 

AJVAZI: Telecommunicator 
reflects on time with RPD

RCH creating comprehensive facility plan
Olson: ‘There could be some significant changes that come out of this plan’

it’s going to look. We’ll 
get those folks involved 
every step of the way. We 
need that feedback.”

Most of the older parts 
of the RCH facility are 
for non-clinical staff in-
cluding health information 
services, marketing, public 
relations, IT, purchasing 
and fiscal services. The 
north tip of the building 
is dedicated to rehab and 
physical therapy.

Olson said part of the 
facility upgrade plan is to 
improve the patient experi-
ence at RCH and to stay in 
step with changes and im-
provements in healthcare. 

“It’s always been a 

priority here to be pretty 
aggressive about those 
things,” Olson said. “It’s 
been a priority here to 
have the best equipment 
we can afford. We know 
healthcare is expensive 
and being a patient is not 
easy. If we can lighten 
that load a bit and make 
it more efficient, we want 
to do that. We appreciate 
our patients and feel we 
have an obligation to the 
community to take care of 
our patients and want to do 
it the best way we can.”

RCH recently sold 
property that it had owned 
for 13 years at Illinois 
Route 251 and Twombly 

Road that was once looked 
at as a potential site for a 
replacement hospital. Ol-
son said RCH is committed 
to its current location for 
“a long, long time.”

Olson was not part of 
RCH’s administration 
when the Illinois Route 
251 and Twombly Road 
property was purchased 
and he said a potential 
replacement hospital is 
“not the current thinking 
of” the current RCH board 
and administration.

“My first time here as a 
CEO I was here for eight 
years,” Olson said. “No-
body ever said anything 
to me about this being a 

bad location. I’ve been 
back as CEO almost three 
years now, and nobody has 
said anything about the 
location. It’s in a neighbor-
hood and we have ample 
parking now. I think the 
location works and has for 
many, many years. We’ve 
invested a lot of money in 
this campus. We just think 
this location works. People 
know where it is and don’t 
have a problem getting 
here. We’re going to keep 
this campus up to speed in 
terms of technology and 
the building itself. I just 
don’t think a replacement 
hospital is something we 
need to do.”

Rochelle Community Hospital Chief Executive Officer Gregg Olson said Oct. 14 that the hospital is currently in 
the process of putting together a comprehensive facility plan for future improvements. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
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Teach Kids about 
Electrical Safety!

Some important lessons include:
• Water and electricity do not mix
• The only objects that go into
  outlets are electric plugs
• Never stick fingers or objects in
  electrical appliances
• Electric cords should be left alone

Local People Providing Local Services

815-562-4155
333 Lincoln Hwy., Rochelle • www.rmu.net 01272019

DENNY LEIFHEIT

NORTHERN ILLINOIS CARRY
CERTIFIED PROFESSIONAL TRAINING

CALL TO REGISTER & FOR COURSE INFORMATION
(815) 501-9421 | NORTHERNILLINOISCARRY.COM

NORTHERNILLINOISCARRY@GMAIL.COM

Nov. 5 ...............................Concealed Carry Permit Renewal 
                                                               (8am-11pm) (3 hour)
Nov. 19 & 20  .........................IL Concealed Carry and Home 
Defense Course  (8am-4pm Both Days)

Private Concealed Carry/Home Defense classes can be arranged  
but a minimum of 5 students is required.

We are offering “Countering The Mass Shooter Threat” classes which are designed for every 
House of Worship, School, Business and Family. Please contact us for futher information and/

or scheduling dates. These classes can be taught at any location.
Please call or email for further information. 

See website for detailed description of all classes

10
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22

BY VICKI SNYDER-CHURA
SPECIAL TO THE NEWS-LEADER

ROCHELLE — Us-
ing clever wordplay and 
a generous grant from the 
Rochelle Rotary Club, 
English teacher turned 
Library Media Special-
ist Ann Marie Jinkins 
hosted the school’s very 
first book tastings in her 
Starbooks Cafe.

Via the Rotary, Jink-
ins was able to purchase 
dozens of titles that stu-
dents in Danae White’s 
freshman reading classes 
browsed to grow their 

personal libraries. With 
multiple copies of each 
title, Jinkins will host 
the giveaway four times 
before May.

Jinkins set up cafe 
tables in the library class-
room atop black table-
cloths.  The books were 
identified by genre: hor-
ror & mystery, realistic 
fiction, comedy & ro-
mance, autobiography 
& historical fiction, my-
thology and fantasy and 
action & adventure.

Wearing a green and 
blue-striped apron, Jink-
ins greeted her guests, 

explaining the source 
of her good fortune be-
fore inviting students 
to browse the various 
genre tables and select 
five books they would 
like to own. 

As they chose, they an-
swered questions about 
their choices: What did 
you notice about the cov-
er? What did you learn 
from the back blurb? 
Read the first few pages. 
Did the author draw you 
in? If yes, how? If no, 
why not?

See CAFE page 5

Using clever wordplay and a generous grant from the Rochelle Rotary Club, 
English teacher turned Library Media Specialist Ann Marie Jinkins hosted the 
school’s very first book tastings in her Starbooks Cafe.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

RTHS library launches 
new Starbooks Cafe

Terry Camplain (left) and Curt Helgren rehearse a scene from ‘One Flew over the 
Cuckoo’s Nest.’ The Vince Carney Community Theatre show runs Oct. 21, 22, 23,28 

and 29. All shows start at 7 p.m. Tickets are $15 online at vcct.rochelle.org or at 
the door the night of the show at the Lincoln Arts Center, 108 S. Main St. 

MALTA — Kishwau-
kee College is pleased 
to announce its updated 
strategic plan follow-
ing a year-long process. 
The Kishwaukee College 
Board of Trustees voted 
to approve the new plan 
at the October meeting.

“Updating the college 
strategic plan was a col-
laborative effort by our 
entire college community. 
It is reflective of where we 
are now as an institution 
and looks to the future 
on how we best serve our 
region going forward,” 
said Dr. Laurie Borowicz, 
president of Kishwaukee 
College.

Kish’s strategic plan 
was last updated in 2018. 
The college sought to 
revise the plan due to 
the changing landscape 
of higher education and 
the evolving needs of 
students and the commu-
nity. John Newton and 
Associates helped facili-
tate the strategic planning 
process.

The new strategic plan 
provides updates to the 
college’s mission, vision 
and equity statements, as 
well as the college values 
and strategic initiatives. 
New to the strategic plan 
is a purpose statement, 
which guides an organi-
zation, telling the story of 
why Kishwaukee College 
exists. The purpose state-
ment reads:

“Kishwaukee College: 
Helping you create the life 
you want.”

“As a community col-
lege, it is important we 
continue to listen to feed-
back from our stakehold-
ers to inform our future 
decisions on how we can 

best serve our students. 
The strategic plan pro-
vides us with a roadmap 
for the future direction 
of the college,” said Bob 
Johnson, board chair.

Kish leadership initial-
ly began gathering infor-
mation and ideas about 
updating the strategic plan 
in August 2021 from Kish 
employees. Over the last 
year, Kish sought feed-
back from students, the 
community and the board 
of trustees. The input and 
data have been discussed 
and reviewed to craft the 
new strategic plan.

To view the new strate-
gic plan in its entirety, vis-
it kish.edu/strategicplan.

Next VCCT production begins on Oct. 21

Kishwaukee College unveils 
updated strategic plan
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Any arrests listed 
in this paper are 
merely charges and 
the defendants are 
presumed innocent 
unless proven guilty in 
a court of law. Please 
note that all police 
reports received from 

the Rochelle Police, the 
Ogle County Sheriff’s 
Department and the 
Illinois State Police, will 
be printed without 
exception. Requests to 
omit particular reports 
will not be considered 
or honored at any time.

Report policy
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ANDERSON
Plumbing & Heating, Inc.

Like on on Facebook
Lic# 055-013999

621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784

Plumbing, Heating, Air 
Conditioning, Drinking water 

systems, Water Heaters, 
Softeners, Iron Filters & More.

One Less Thing To Worry About
Since 1976

815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct. 

Rochelle IL
We Accept Most 
Insurances and
Patients Without 

Insurance

Mon: 7:30 - 6pm, Wed: 7:30 - 6pm, Thurs: 8 - 1pm, Fri: 7:30 - 4pm
Some Saturday appointments available
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We are now offering
LIPO MINO MIX injections

Introductory price $25 
Call for an Appointment! 
This lipotropic combination of B12 and 

methionine, an essential amino acid and 
other B vitamins can promote: 

Increase Fat metabolism 
Boost  Energy Level

Reduce appetite 

@unityhospice

CALL UNITY:
(815) 561-8866

915 N. Caron Rd.
Rochelle, IL

• Care provided by the entire hospice 
team: physician, nurse, social worker, 
certified nursing assistant, chaplain, 
dietitian, pharmacist, and volunteers.

• Care is individualized and based on 
the patient’s and family’s goals of 
comfort and quality of life.

• Supplies, equipment and medications.
• Service where the patient resides.
• Specialize in pain & symptom 

management.
• Spiritual enrichment and bereavement 

counseling.
• Ancillary Therapies: Music, Physical/

Occupational, Speech, Massage, Pet, 
etc.

• Ability to provide education to 
caregivers and family members.

• On-call nurse available 24/7.
• Volunteers providing special attention 

and stimulation.
• Assistance with advance directives 

and community support.
• Provide Education to those we  

care for

WHO IS  
UNITY HOSPICE?

07012020

ROCHELLE – The 
intersection of Fairview 

Drive and Sunnymeade 
Drive will be closed begin-

Fairview and Sunnymeade Drive 
intersection closed from Oct. 18-25

ning Tuesday, Oct. 18 at 7 
a.m. through Oct. 25. The 
city’s contractor Porter 
Bros. will be replacing 
drainage inlets and man-
holes. Sunnymeade Drive, 
from Fairview to Springda-
le, will be shut down to one 
lane of traffic until Nov. 1.

Work is expected to 
be substantially complete 
Nov. 1 and is subject to 
weather. Advance warning, 

detour and other temporary 
traffic control devices will 
be posted near the affected 
area. Please use caution 
while traveling in this area 
and pay special attention to 
the advanced warning sig-
nage, road closed signage 
and other temporary traffic 
control devices within or 
in advance of the work 
zone.  The city appreciates 
residents’ patience.

ROCHELLE — On 
Oct. 17, Tanner M. Por-
ter, 28, of Compton was 
arrested on an outstanding 
Ogle County warrant. He 
paid $300 and was released 
with a Nov. 4 Ogle County 
court date.

On Oct. 17, Robert W. 

Pearson, 54, of Rochelle 
was arrested for two counts 
of driving under the influ-
ence. He posted $100 and 
his driver’s license and was 
given a Nov. 18 Rochelle 
court date.

All individuals are in-
nocent until proven guilty. 

OREGON — On Oct. 
14 at approximately 3:39 
p.m. deputies conducted a 
traffic stop near the inter-
section of Illinois Route 
251 and Bethel Road. Af-
ter investigation, deputies 
placed Anthony Beltran, 
41, of Rockford under 
arrest for driving while 
license suspended. Bel-
tran was released on an 
I-Bond at the scene and 
given a future court date.

On Oct. 14 at approxi-
mately 8:33 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop in 
the 15,000 block of East 
Illinois Route 64. After 
investigation, deputies 
placed Carrie Cowley, 30, 
of Mt. Morris under arrest 
for driving while license 
suspended. Cowley was 
additionally issued a 
citation for operating an 
uninsured vehicle. Cow-
ley was released on an 
I-Bond and given a future 
court date. 

On Oct. 14 at approxi-
mately 8:20 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop in 
the 20,000 block of East 
Illinois Route 64. After 
investigation, deputies 
placed David Mack, 
34, of Rockford under 
arrest for driving while 
license revoked. Mack 
was additionally issued 
citations for speeding, 
no front registration and 
for an inoperable regis-

tration light. Mack was 
transported to the Ogle 
County Jail where he was 
held in lieu of bond.

On Oct. 15 at ap-
proximately 12:25 a.m. 
deputies responded to 
13939 E. Illinois Route 
72 (Junction Corner 
Burgers) for a welfare 
check on a male subject, 
within the parking lot. 
After an investigation, 
deputies placed Anthony 
C. Nunez, 18, of Rock-
ford, under arrest for 
aggravated driving under 
the influence of alcohol, 
driving under the influ-
ence of alcohol, driving 
while license suspended 
and illegal possession 
of alcohol by a minor. 
Nunez was taken into 
custody without incident 
and transported to the 
Ogle County Jail pending 
an appearance before 
a judge. Additionally, 
Nunez was cited for im-
proper transportation of 
alcohol. 

On Oct. 15 at 2:45 
a.m. deputies, along with 
Byron Police Depart-
ment, were dispatched 
to a 911 hang up in the 
7,000 block of North 
River Road. It was de-
termined that a black 
2008 Pontiac G6 driven 
by Sydney K. Kuelling, 
22, of Forreston was 
travelling southbound 

on North River Road. 
Kuelling swerved to miss 
an animal in the roadway, 
and crashed into the west 
ditch. Kuelling was ar-
rested for driving under 
the Influence of alcohol. 
Kuelling was addition-
ally cited for failure to 
reduce speed to avoid 
a crash. Kuelling was 
transported to the Ogle 
County Jail and held in 
lieu of bond.

On Oct. 18 at approxi-
mately 1:38 a.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop at 
Mulford Road and Crill 
Road. After a brief in-
vestigation, deputies ar-
rested Dennis M. Ehmen, 
60, of Monroe Center, for 
no valid driver’s license. 
Ehmen was taken into 
custody without incident 
and released on a $2,500 
individual bond with 
a return court date set. 
Ehmen was also given a 
written warning from no 
splash guards.  

All individuals are 
considered innocent until 
proven guilty. 

Ogle County Sheriff’s Report

Deputies respond for welfare 
check on male subject

Rochelle Police Report

Officers make arrests

COLLEGE STA-
TION, Tex. — William 
“Bill” McKinley has been 
recognized by the Board 
of Directors of the Amer-
ican Institute of Floral 
Designers, AIFD, with the 
organization’s Award of 
Distinguished Service. 

McKinley is an instruc-
tional associate professor 
and director and Endowed 
Chair of the Benz School 
of Floral Design in the De-
partment of Horticultural 
Sciences of the Texas A&M 
College of Agriculture and 
Life Sciences. Prior to his 
academic career at Texas 
A&M, McKinley taught 
floral design for 17 years 
at Kishwaukee College, 
where he later became the 
associate dean for career 
technologies.

The Award of Distin-
guished Service is given 
to longstanding members 
of the AIFD in recognition 
of extraordinary service 
to the Institute, including 
upholding its goals and 
supporting its activities. 
Recipients are known as 
“Fellows of AIFD” and are 
granted life membership in 
the organization.

McKinley has been a 
member of AIFD since 

1991 and has served on its 
national board of directors. 
He also has held many posi-
tions with the organization 
at the regional and national 
level and was recognized 
in 2010 with the Award for 
Distinguished Service to 
the Floral Industry.

According to his award 
citation, McKinley has 
dedicated his time to 
strengthening the educa-
tional programs for which 
the Institute is well-known, 
creating online content 
and elevating the industry 
through his professionalism 
and collaborative spirit. 

“To be honored for my 
passion for sharing the love 
of flowers, and seeing floral 
art come alive in others, is 
humbling,” McKinley said.   

Splitting his time be-
tween Benz School of 
Floral Design continuing 
education classes in the 
summer and academic 
curriculum during the reg-
ular semesters, McKinley 
teaches aspiring as well as 
professional floral design-
ers. He is a frequent guest 
speaker and presenter at 
garden clubs, seminars and 
conventions. McKinley 
travels twice a year to Seoul, 
South Korea, to instruct 

floral design teachers at 
the Benz School Korea and 
evaluate their students.

As a former member 
of AIFD’s national board 
of directors, McKinley is 
currently the AIFD online 
education administrator 
and past chairman of its 
Certified Floral Design-
er program. He has also 
chaired the AIFD’s Na-
tional Education Commit-
tee, Educational Partners 
Committee and Student 
Membership Committee.

McKinley is the author 
of the Cut Flower Com-
panion and co-author of 
the Shopkeeper. He co-au-
thored Flowers: Creative 
Design, the primary text-
book for the Benz School 
of Floral Design. He is also 
a contributing author and 
task force chairman for the 
new AIFD Guide to Floral 
Design introduced at the 
2022 AIFD Symposium.

He is also an advisor to 
the student chapter of the 
American Institute of Floral 
Designers at Texas A&M 
University, a collegiate 
organization that affords 
students opportunities for 
experiential learning, both 
on campus and at national 
events.

McKinley recognized for 
distinguished service

The American Legion Post 403 held its Oct. 12 meeting at the Petro Truck Stop. 
Paul Hardcastle (junior vice-commander) gave a presentation on his service in the 

military. From left to right Steve Korth (adjutant), Eric Wells (finance officer), 
Gary Tarvestad (past commander), Chuck Roberts (senior vice-commander), 

Hardcastle, John Gruben (commander), and Tom Hill (sargent at arms). 
If you are a veteran and wish to join Post 403, the first year membership is free. 

Hardcastle presents at Oct. 12 Legion meeting
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1751 Melugins Grove Rd Steward, IL 60553

dachsies to 
Boarding And Grooming

Trust with a Groomer is 
important - our Groomer has 
over 10 years experience & 

expertise.

PP

ROCHELLE
VETERINARY HOSPITAL

A Full-Service Clinic

www.rochellevet.com
Lobby Hours:
Mon-Fri 8-5
Sat 8-noon

(815) 562-5207
1381 N. 7th St., Rochelle

• Experienced Groomer
• Boarding and Daycare
• Surgical Laser
• X-ray

• Gas Anesthetic
• On-site Laboratory
• Geriatric Care
• Dentistry

Compassionate, quality care  
for your companion.
Dr. Nicole Marquardt  
Dr. Lynn Deets

Space Available
Advertise With Us

 Call Andrew
815-561-

Marv ____
It’s so nice to meet you! I have 
been told I am a friendly and 
loving pup, but can be a little protective over my 
food. Sharing food is hard though, I mean do you like sharing 
your fries? I love children who are old enough to play with me 
and take me on walks. I could spend hours tied up outside 
and love every minute of it. I am partially housetrained, but 
willing to learn! I can’t wait to find a “furever” home again. 
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:

PET OF 
THE WEEK

Did you Know?

Cats have 32 
muscles in each 

ear; humand have 
only 6.

815.758.2457
www.tailshumanesociety.orgwww.tailshumanesociety.org

Call Andrew 
Heiserman at 

815-561-2123 to 
advertise on the 
Pet of the Week 

Page!
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 “When this is reported 
through the Illinois State 
Board of Education on the 
school report card, this is 
also going to include five 
and six-year graduation 
rates. We’re hoping to net 
some of the rest of that 15 
percent with those.”

Freshmen on track for 
graduation statistics are 
back to their pre-pandem-
ic level, Perrin said. Two 
years ago those numbers 
fell to 74 percent on track, 
which Perrin called “his-
torically way low.” Last 
year’s freshman students 
are 92 percent on track to 
graduate. 

Perrin said at the height 
of the COVID-19 pan-
demic in 2020-2021, stu-
dent deficiencies spiked. 
Deficiency numbers are 
now in a “more normal 
range” at this point in the 
semester.

“We just had the parent 
contact week so hopefully 
those numbers get better 
as they usually do after 
that,” Perrin said. “We 
recently started setting 
aside a parent contact 
week rather than par-
ent-teacher conferences 
and I think that had a lot 
better results.”

Perrin said another 
tool to improve student 
performance is Paper, the 
school’s new 24/7 online 
tutoring service that’s 
offered to students free 
of charge. Those usage 
numbers are up and Perrin 

said he hopes they contin-
ue to rise.

Zick said a recent sur-
vey said that the school’s 
approach to addressing 
climate and culture issues 
at RTHS has been “for the 
most part overwhelming-
ly” better after changes in 
the past year. 

“We wanted to give a 
mid-semester update on 
some of these things that 
we’ve talked about over 
the past couple of years 
especially,” Superinten-
dent Jason Harper said. 
“Our school improvement 
plan goal this year aligns 
with all of these things 
and we’ll have further 
updates as the school year 
goes on.”

Enrollment
Harper presented an 

update on current enroll-
ment numbers and said 
RTHS currently has 880 
students, up 24 from the 
866 it had last year. The 
district previously pro-
jected 858 students this 
school year.

“Any time we see an 
increase, that’s a positive 
thing,” Harper said. “We 
don’t like to see decreases 
for obvious reasons. We 
continue to work with all 
six of our feeder schools 
to get an understanding 
of where they’re at with 
enrollments. The aggre-
gate of all six sending 
schools is up 53 students. 
If you take everything 
combined, we’re seeing 
around 70-80 kids as an 

RTHS: Enrollment numbers higher for 2022-23 school year

Superintendent Jason Harper presented an update on current enrollment numbers and said RTHS currently 
has 880 students, up 24 from the 866 it had last year.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

increase. It’s a move in 
the right direction.”

Harper said projections 
going forward have not 
changed substantially 
and next year the school 
projects 903 students and 
900 for the following 
year. The district projects 
a “low water mark” for 
enrollment in 2031-2032 
of around 780 students.

“Projections are just 
projections,” Harper said. 
“We’ve been looking at 
projections every year for 
as long as I can remember 

and we’ll continue to do 
so. We’ll continue to use 
our enrollment numbers 
to drive staffing.”

School bus
The board unanimous-

ly agreed to let bids to pur-
chase one 2023 or newer, 
77-passenger school bus 
for July 2023 possession. 
Bid recommendations 
will be brought before 
the board for review and 
approval.

One older bus owned 
by the district needs to 

be replaced and Harper 
said the ask was made at 
this point due to supply 
chain issues in the vehicle 
industry.

Feeder schools
Harper said that on Oct. 

20, RTHS will be hosting 
all feeder schools’ math 
and English teachers for 
an articulation meet-
ing focused on teaching, 
learning and curricular 
options. RTHS has led 
several articulation meet-
ings with local feeder 

districts on a variety of 
topics and the district will 
continue the efforts as the 
year progresses.

“This is something that 
we’ve worked hard on in 
the past and I think during 
COVID-19 we were defi-
nitely communicating 
with our feeder schools on 
a host of issues,” Harper 
said. “Now we’re getting 
back to a more targeted 
approach focused on the 
teaching and learning 
that’s going on in the 
buildings.”

ROCHELLE — Ro-
chelle Community Con-
solidated District 231 is 
excited to announce the 
Illinois School Board of 
Education has awarded 
the district a three-year 
extension of funds for its 
before-and-after-school 
program known as the 
HUB Program. The dis-
trict has been a recipient 
of the Nita M. Lowey 
21st Century Community 
Learning Centers grant 
for the past 10 years.

The HUB Program has 
served as a before-and-
after-school academic 

and enrichment program 
for kindergarten through 
eighth grade students. 
There is also a summer 
school component to the 
program that typically 
runs in the month of June 
each summer. The HUB 
Program’s primary goal 
is to serve at-risk youth 
who will be more likely 
to achieve academic, 
social/emotional and 
personal growth through 
additional educational 
programming.

Through the HUB Pro-
gram, the school district 
has been lucky to have 

established long-lasting 
partnerships with com-
munity organizations to 
provide unique opportu-
nities for further student 
growth. In addition to 
student benefits, the HUB 
Program also provides 
parent and community 
educational opportuni-
ties to help enrich the 
lives of those supporting 
students.

“The district is proud 
to be able to offer the 
same before and after 
programming that we 
have for the past decade,” 
said HUB Program Di-

rector Yazmin Nambo. 
“Going forward, we can 
continue to offer our 
typical programming and 
expand with a few new 
classrooms to increase 
the number of students 
we are able to serve each 
day.” 

In typical years, the 
HUB Program serves 
about 300 students Mon-
day through Thursday of 
each week. This year, the 
program offers services 
out of Lincoln Elemen-
tary School, Central 
Elementary School and 
Rochelle Middle School. 

Classrooms are often led 
by District 231 teachers 
who work additional 
hours to benefit the stu-
dents of the Rochelle 
community. A portion 
of the program’s goals 
is to support families. 
The district said it looks 
forward to providing 
family events and parent 
education to help support 
not only students but their 
families as well.

“The district looks for-
ward to three more years 
of impactful program-
ming for our students,” 
said Rochelle Commu-

nity Consolidated Dis-
trict 231 Superintendent 
Jason Harper. “We thank 
our teachers and district 
staff who make this pro-
gram possible. We also 
thank our community 
partners who graciously 
give their time and exper-
tise to offering additional 
support and opportunities 
for our students.”

The district will con-
tinue to make applying 
for the Nita M. Lowey 
21st Century Community 
Learning Centers grant a 
priority at the end of this 
current grant cycle.

Elementary district announces HUB Program funds
‘The district looks forward to three more years of impactful programming’

From page 3

Once they completed 
the list of the five books 
they would like to own, 

she asked them to rate 
each choice one through 
three.

Juan Gaytan and An-
thony Powell made them-

selves comfortable at 
the horror and mystery 
table. Juan was grasping 
a horror story tucked 
inside a blood read book 

cover. What captured him 
visually? That blood red 
cover. What drew him 
in? This question: What 
would you do if you 

found a stash of blood-
soaked currency in your 
high school darkroom?

Jinkins delivered ev-
ery student’s top choice 

to them in class on 
Monday. 

The next freshman 
reading book selection 
will be on Nov. 18.

CAFE: Next freshman book selection will be Nov. 18
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Guest column

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages responsible letters to 
the editor on subjects of interest to our readers. Editing may be 
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas 
will not be altered. All letters must bear the handwritten signature 
of the writer and include address and phone number or e-mail 
address for verification purposes. Neither the street address nor 
phone number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly 

handwritten, and no anonymous letters will be published. Any 
letters from boards or organizations must include at least one 
name of an individual. Any criticism of public officials should 
be limited to issues related strictly to their position or actions 
made in office, as personal attacks will not be published. Letters 
involving private disputes between the writer and a business 
will not be published. Political endorsements will be published, 

however letters  rom candidates endorsing themselves will not be 
printed. Letters may be dropped at the News-Leader office (211 IL 
Route 38 East), mailed to the News-Leader (P.O. Box 46, Rochelle, 
IL 61068) or e-mailed (news@rochellenews-leader.com.) The 
News-Leader reserves the right to edit or reject any letter to the 
editor for any reason, and letters chosen for publication do not 
necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

IL Sen. Brian Stewart
M104A State House
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0180

U.S. Con. Adam 
Kinzinger
1218 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-3635

* Denotes Chairman/President

IL Rep. Tom Demmer
314 Capitol
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

Sarah
Flanagan

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes  bhayes@rochelleil.us
Rosaelia Arteaga  rarteaga@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                       dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
John Gruben  jgruben@rochelleil.us

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Dave Casey  dcillini94@gmail.com
Steve Builta  sbuilta@gmail.com
Ashley Jackson                      ajackson@d231.rochelle.net
Stephanie White                        swhite@d231.rochelle.net
Eric Van Hise  eric.vanhise@gmail.com
Trisha Vaughn                                      jrvtlv02@msn.com
Javier Zepeda  jzepeda@rthsd212.org

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Carol Hayenga  carol.hayenga@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas  bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Jacky Aguilera jacky.aguilera@rths212.org
Jeff Tilton  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Bobby Chadwick bobby.chadwick@rthsd212.org
Brian VanVickle                  brian.vanvickle@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board

Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodie Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Lloyd Droege  ldroege@oglecounty.org
Dan Miller  dmiller@oglecounty.org
Greg Sparrow  gsparrow@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Bruce McKinney bmckinney@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney  skenney@oglecounty.org
David Williams  dwilliams@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
Wayne Williams jwdw13@yahoo.com
Jennifer Payton  
*Tom Byro  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Steve Katzman  skatzman@essex1.com
Mike Kerns  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Mark Hibshman  
Curt Ward  caward92@comcast.net

Hillcrest Village Board
*Randy Salsbury  rsalsbury@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pittman  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Dan Potter dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Richard Rhoads  rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball  tball@hillcrestil.us
Renee Kerwin  rkerwin@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
*Bob Withrow  flaggtwp@rochelle.net
Joanna Patrick  flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
Susan Rothenberger assessor@rochelle.net
Scott Seebach  scottseebach@gmail.com
Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle  noggle62@gmail.com
Eric Gruben  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hagar  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
*Jaqueline Dickow dickow@comcast.net
Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net
Michael Scanlan scanlan@comcast.net
Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip          doobs12@comcast.net

Richard
Guebert

AUTUMN i s 
here! The days 
are getting cold-

er and leaves are beginning 
to fall. It is the perfect time 
to visit the library. We are 
so excited to be hosting our 
Boo Bash Spooktacular! 
We look forward to seeing 
all of you and having a 
great time. The Boo Bash 
will be held on Friday, Oct. 
28 from 6-8 p.m. We will 
have activities, games and 
costume prizes. All ages 
are welcome.  

Our hay bale theme for 
this year is “It’s The Great 
Pumpkin, Charlie Brown.”  
We invite you to come 
and take your picture by 
our Charlie Brown char-
acter board or our “Great 
Pumpkin.”  

Pumpkins are 
an important part 
of the fall season. 
At the library, we 
have used them to 
decorate the out-
side of our building 
and to add some 
color to the old 
front entrance. It 
gives the building 
some character and 
gets patrons in the frame 
of mind for fall. If you 
are interested in learning 
more about pumpkins, 
cider, leaves or Halloween, 
come in to the library and 
check out some books in 
our collection. Make sure 
you bring you library card.

Now, for some pump-
kin history. “The name 
pumpkin originated from 
the Greek word for ‘large 
melon’ which is ‘pepon.’ 
‘Pepon’ was nasalized 
by the French into ‘pom-

pon.’ The English changed 
‘pompon’ to ‘Pumpion.’ 
Shakespeare referred to the 
‘pumpion’ in his ‘Merry 
Wives of Windsor.’ Amer-
ican colonists changed 
‘pumpion’ into ‘pumpkin.’ 
The ‘pumpkin’ is referred 
to in ‘The Legend of Sleepy 
Hollow,’ ‘Peter, Peter, 
Pumpkin Eater’ and ‘Cin-
derella.’

Native Americans dried 
strips of pumpkin and 
wove them into mats. They 
also roasted long strips of 
pumpkin on the open fire 
and ate them. The origin 
of pumpkin pie occurred 
when the colonists sliced 
off the pumpkin top, re-
moved the seeds, and 
filled the insides with milk, 
spices and honey. The 

pumpkin was then 
baked in hot ash-
es.” (https://web.
extension.illinois.
edu/pumpkins/his-
tory.cfm) 

We enjoy eat-
ing everything 

pumpkin during the 
months of October 
and November. We 
eat many things that 

have pumpkin in them and 
use pumpkins for deco-
rating and carving. This 
tradition is something that 
many of us look forward to 
throughout the fall months.  

Come visit the library 
and attend a program, join 
a book club or just come in, 
find a quiet spot and read. It 
is the time of year to “fall 
into a good book.”

Sarah Flanagan is the 
library director of the 
Flagg-Rochelle Public 
Library District.

MANY Illinois 
farmers, in-
cluding my-

self, are eagerly waiting 
to see how this year’s crop 
turns out. That’s the name 
of the game when it comes 
to farming: You make the 
best management decisions 
you can, learn from previ-
ous harvests and look to 
improve next year’s results. 

Farmers use a similar 
approach when conserving 
natural resources. Pro-
tecting our nation’s water 
supply and improving soil 
health are top priorities for 
farmers. The food we grow 
is shared with our families, 
friends and neighbors. That 
is why farmers across the 
state are collaborating to 
find long-term solutions 
that have a positive envi-
ronmental impact.

The Agricultural Nu-
trient Policy Council 
(ANPC), which Illinois 
Farm Bureau is part of, in 
August reported that Illinois 
farmers’ soil and water con-
servation efforts are making 
meaningful progress. For 
example, farmer efforts, in 
combination with the work 
of others across the country, 

are helping to reduce the 
hypoxic zone in the Gulf 
of Mexico.

Hypoxia areas, or “Dead 
Zones,” are caused by ex-
cess nutrients flowing from 
sewage treatment plants, 
oil refineries, agriculture 
fields and urban areas, into 
lakes and rivers. The excess 
accumulation of nutrients 
can cause algae blooms to 
grow in large bodies of wa-
ter, reducing oxygen levels 
needed to support aquatic 
plants and animals.

Ear l ie r  th i s 
summer, the Na-
tional Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Ad-
ministration found 
that the Gulf of 
Mexico’s dead zone 
shrunk from a five-
year average of 
5,541 square miles 
in 2014 to 4,280 square 
miles in 2022. This differ-
ence of more than 1,000 
square miles was made 
possible by collaborative 
efforts between states.

In Illinois, the Nutrient 
Loss Reduction Strategy 
(NLRS) is a guide to sup-
port nationwide efforts to 
keep nutrients in the soil 

from trickling out of the 
state. The strategy, released 
in July 2015 by the Illinois 
Department of Agriculture 
and Illinois Environmental 
Protection Agency, calls 
for wastewater treatment 
plants, urban and agricul-
tural areas to reduce the 
state’s phosphorous load by 
25 percent and its nitrate-ni-
trogen load by 15 percent by 
2025. The eventual target is 
a 45 percent reduction in the 
loss of these nutrients to the 

Mississippi River.
Farmers con-

tinue to work to-
ward Illinois NLRS 
goals by improving 
water quality and 
soil health on their 
farms. To do this, 
we use measures 
that protect the en-
vironment, keeping 

soil in place using cover 
crops between seasons and 
limiting fertilizer applica-
tions to include only what 
the crop needs.

In June, the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ and 
U.S. Geological Survey 
reported that reduced sedi-
ment and total phosphorus 
concentrations are leading 

to clearer water in most parts 
of the Upper Mississippi 
and Illinois rivers. This 15-
year update demonstrates 
the significant progress to-
ward improving the biodi-
versity within Illinois river 
systems, which ultimately 
improves water quality as 
it moves into other bodies 
of water.

Reducing nutrient loss 
and protecting our water 
quality requires a multi-
year effort from farmers 
across the nation. These re-
cent findings show that the 
hard work and dedication 
to conservation practices 
are having meaningful, 
positive impacts. It is my 
hope that farmers and the 
scientific community can 
continue this necessary and 
important work to provide 
healthy water and soil for all 
generations to come.

Richard Guebert Jr. is 
the Illinois Farm Bureau 
president. This story was 
distributed through a co-
operative project between 
Illinois Farm Bureau and 
the Illinois Press Associ-
ation. For more food and 
farming news, visit Farm-
WeekNow.com.

THE world of Il-
linois politics is 
notoriously wild 

at times, and this year’s 
midterm election season is 
holding true to form.  

Disagreements on pol-
icy issues are the bread 
and butter of campaign 
clashes, and we’ve seen 
plenty of those. But we’re 
also seeing misinforma-
tion, from misleading po-
litical mailers to memes 
that peddle outright false-
hoods about the contro-
versial SAFE-T Act. The 
legislation addresses crim-
inal justice issues including 
use-of-force standards and 
training for police, and ends 
cash bail in 2023.  

I’m not here to debunk 
any specific claims. Rath-
er, I want to share some 
resources you can use to 
find credible information to 
make your own decision. 
These simple news literacy 
tips will help you navigate 
the information you’re 
likely to see this election 
cycle, so that when you 
cast your ballot, you can 
be sure you’re not swayed 
by mis- or disinformation.  

First, an introduction: 
I’m Alee Quick; I live in 
Carbondale, and I work 
for the News Literacy 

Project. NLP is a national 
nonpartisan educational 
nonprofit that seeks to teach 
news literacy skills to help 
people be informed rather 
than misled – something 
that’s especially important 
during election season. I 
also worked for several 
years as an editor at The 
Southern Illinoisan, where 
I covered many elections. 

If a political ad or social 
media post makes you 
angry, scared, sad or even 
excited or hopeful, take that 
as a cue that you need to 
pause before you like, share 
or forward. Content that 
provokes a strong emotion 
overrides our rational think-
ing and prompts us to take 
immediate action – even 
if that action isn’t the best 
way forward. When you 
feel that wave of emotion, 
take a step back, then open 
another tab in your browser 
and do a quick search on-
line to confirm whether the 
message that has gotten to 
your emotions is accurate.  

 Most of us turn to a 
search engine like Google 
if we want to fact-check 
a claim. Doing your own 
search can be especially 
helpful for finding the orig-
inal context of a candidate’s 
quote or double-checking 

the content of a viral meme 
– especially if it’s a screen-
shot. You can use quotation 
marks to find websites that 
contain an exact phrase, 
limit your results to stan-
dards-based news outlets, 
narrow the timeframe of 
your search, verify a photo 
through a reverse image 
search and more. You can 
also use Google to search 
content on one specific 
website. 

Why might you want to 
limit your search to specific 
sites? Some of the most 
common misinformation 
around election time is 
about the mechanics of 
voting itself – how, when 
and where to vote. When 
it comes to casting your 
ballot, the most reliable 
information comes from 
the government agency in 
your area that oversees the 
election.  

In Illinois, the State 
Board of Elections works 
with local election au-
thorities to administer the 
election. At elections.il.gov, 
you can find the status of 
your registration – includ-
ing your polling place and 
what congressional district 
you’re in – as well as infor-
mation about voting by mail 
and how to contact your 

local election authority. 
We get to vote early here in 
the Prairie State, and your 
local election authority – a 
county clerk or municipal 
or county election commis-
sion, depending on where 
you live – will post infor-
mation about early voting 
hours and locations. If you 
want to see what’s on your 
ballot, your local election 
authority usually posts that 
online, too.  

If you want to take a 
deeper dive into the greater 
problem of election misin-
formation, how to avoid it, 
and how to talk to loved 
ones who may have fallen 
for it, my organization 
is hosting three free webi-
nars – starting Oct. 18 – in 
which we’ll discuss those 
topics in depth. We’ve also 
got a lot more resources 
at https://newslit.org/elec-
tion2022/. 

Editor’s Note: This op-ed 
was distributed by Capitol 
News Illinois on behalf of 
the News Literacy Project. 
The opinions expressed in 
this article are the author’s 
own. Alee Quick is the civic 
marketing manager for the 
News Literacy Project. She 
lives in Carbondale and 
may be reached at aquick@
newslit.org. 

Fall into a 
good book

Reports show Illinois farmers helped 
shrink Gulf of Mexico’s hypoxic zone

As you prepare to vote, be informed - not misled
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COMMUNITY

Coffee Break

Sept. 23 - Margaret Danek, Kings, $25

Sept. 24 - Kelly Nesgood, Janesville, $25

Sept. 25 - Allison Savant, Rochelle, $50

Sept. 26 - Bob Aubry, Rochelle, $25

Sept. 27 - From the Heart, Rochelle, $25

Sept. 28 - Tom Ellis, Steward, $25

Sept. 29 - Karen Marsh, Stillman Valley, $25

Sept. 30 - Valerie Thomason, Mechanicsburg, $25

Oct. 1 - Tonja Greenfield, Rochelle, $25

Oct. 2 - Maria Erickson, Steward, $50

Oct. 3 - Rochelle Rotary Club, $25

Oct. 4 - Katlyn Brady, Rochelle, $25

Oct. 5 - Rochelle Rotary Club, $25

Oct. 6 - Daniel L. Miller, Ashton, $25

Oct. 7 - Paul Erickson, Rochelle, $25

Oct. 8 - Erin M. Bergeson, Rochelle, $25

Oct. 9 - From the Heart, Rochelle, $50

Oct. 10 - From the Heart, Rochelle, $250

Oct. 11 - John Swanson, Davis Junction, $25

Oct. 12 - Kalynn Norris, Rochelle, $25

Oct. 13 - HOPE of Ogle County, $25

Oct. 14 - Rochelle Area Community Foundation, $25

Oct. 15 - Jason Plumb, Oregon, $25

Oct. 16 - BeKah Lewis, Amboy, $50

Oct. 17 - Kersta Baker, Rochelle, $25

Oct. 18 - Kalynn Norris, Rochelle, $25

Oct. 19 - Rochelle Rescue Mission, $25

Oct. 20
Veda Lopez

Bo Bridgeman 
 Oct. 22

Kayleigh White
Allie Dolister 

Oct. 24
Brittany Brown

Oct. 25
Bianca Herrera

Oct. 27
Rachel Cruz

Oct. 28
Stephanie Wiginton

Bryce Weems

Oct. 30
Jack Powell

Oct. 31
Angel Weyhrauch
McKinley Moser

Birthdays & Anniversaries

Call 815-561-2151 to submit names for birthdays and anniversaries

ROCHELLE — Dis-
trict 1D Governor, Lion 
Nicole Fruit presented 
three Rochelle Lions with 
The Chevron Award. This 
award is given for years 
of service as a Lion. Lion 
Kevin Chidley has 30 
years, Lion Kevin Zilm has 

15 years and Lion Charlie 
Hubbard has 30 years.   

From July 1, 2021 
through June 30,2022 
more, than 495 million 
people were helped by 
Lions Worldwide. This is 
an increase of more than 
100 million people served 

over the previous year. 
Thanks to the unwavering 
commitment of the 1.4 
million Lions around the 
world.  Lions are focused 
on supporting vision, the 
environment, childhood 
cancer, hunger, diabetes 
and other pressing humani-

tarian needs to help address 
some of the biggest chal-
lenges facing humanity. 

A special thank you 
to all of those who made 
our annual Candy Day a 
success. 

For more information 
visit lionsclubs.org. 

Rochelle Lions receive Chevron Award
Pictured Left to right are Lion Kevin Zilm, Lion Kevin Chidley, DG Lion Nicole Fruit and Rochelle Lion President 
Tom Hill. Not pictured is Lion Charlie Hubbard.

(COURTESY PHOTO)



WEDNESDAY, OCT. 19, 2022SECTION 1 • PAGE 8 • ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER

LOCAL NEWS

A Tribute To
Joseph E. Dvorak

US Air Forece/WWII
His Daughter, Kathy 

Personette

A Tribute To
Jimmy Broderick

US Army/Vietnam/
Agent Orange

Widow, Jan Broderick

A Tribute To
Clinton E. Strouse

US Army 
Your Love Family

A Tribute To
Wayne E. Suter

US Navy 1-51 to 11-54 
DD787-BT

Your Wife of 60+ Years, 
Rudy & Family

A Tribute To
Gary Hassler

US Army/1971-1973
His Wife Judy and Sons, 
Mat and Andy and Their 

Families

A Tribute To
Ronnie O’Sullivan

US Army-Vietnam
The OʼSullivan Family 

With Love

A Tribute To
Charles Snyder

US Navy
WW II & Korea

We Love You!
– The Schnorr Family

A Tribute To
Grant “Fuzz” Riggs

US Army WW II, European 
1943-1945 Wounded Aug. 23 in 

Germany, Deceased
James William

A Tribute To
Spec. 4 Jim Grygiel

US Army, Berlin German 
279th STA. Hospital

Jim, Jenny, Alex & Cian 
Grygiel

A Tribute To
Henry E. Ehmen

Air Force/WWII
Your Loving Family

A Tribute To
John V. Ehmen Sr.

US Army/WWII
Your Loving Family

A Tribute To
Robert E. Personette
US Marine Corps/Korean 

War
His Wife, Kathy Personette 

Love You, Bob

Remember Your VeteranRemember Your Veteran
Veteran’s Day, Nov. 11 is a special day to honor America’s Veterans, living and deceased. Honor Veteran’s Day, Nov. 11 is a special day to honor America’s Veterans, living and deceased. Honor 

your veteran with a photo to be published on Wednesday, November 9th, 2022.your veteran with a photo to be published on Wednesday, November 9th, 2022.

A Tribute to

John Smith
US Army/WW II
From His Wife

Mary Smith

We Salute Those Who 
Have Served Our Country

(Members of Armed Forces Past or Present)

Cost: $10.00
Deadline Mon., Nov. 7th at noon

To remember your veteran fill out the form below, enclose your picture and check for $10.00 and mail or drop off at:

211 Hwy. 38 East
Rochelle, IL 61068

815-562-4171

A Tribute to:  _____________________________________________________________________________________
Branch of Service/War:  ____________________________________________________________________________
From:  ___________________________________________________________________________________________
Person Placing Ad (Name, Address & Phone):  _________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Check for $10.00 is enclosed:

10
16

20
22

The Community Action Network made a check presentation Thursday as part of the city’s new downtown mural. CAN paid for part of the supplies for the mural. 
The mural was paid for by the City of Rochelle and painted by Mat and Mandey Steder. 

Rochelle C.A.N. presents donation check for mural supplies (COURTESY PHOTO)
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SPORTS HITTING THEIR STRIDE 
 
The RTHS cross country team saw six 
athletes awarded at the Interstate 8 meet. 
 
See page 7 for more details
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RTHS Football

Defense stands tall
Second-half stops prove crucial as Rochelle defeats Plano 42-22 on Friday

Senior Trey Taft (right) runs behind offensive lineman Bradley Cooney (left) during the Rochelle Hub varsity 
football game against Plano on Friday. Taft rushed for 122 yards and a touchdown in the team’s 42-22 victory.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

PLANO — Junior de-
fensive back Tommy Tour-
dot saw a chance to make 
a momentum-changing 
play during the second half 
of the Rochelle Hub var-
sity football game against 
Plano on Friday.

Rochelle held a 20-14 
lead over the Reapers at 
halftime, but Plano moved 
the ball well on its opening 
drive of the third quarter, 
taking the ball into Hub ter-
ritory after a pair of com-
pleted passes from quarter-
back Armando Martinez. 
Looking to make a stand 
in a third-and-1 situation, 
Rochelle’s defense came 
through, with Tourdot 
springing for a loose ball 
fumbled by Plano running 
back Waleed Johnson that 
ended the Reaper drive and 
kept the Hubs in the lead.

“I knew that run was 
coming my way,” Tourdot 
said. “I saw the mishandle 
of the football and I jumped 
on it as quickly as I could. 
I thought we played much 
stronger in the second 
half and we talked during 
halftime about what we 
needed to do and how to 
stop [Waleed] Johnson.”

The fumble recovery 
was the first of two turn-

overs forced by the Ro-
chelle defense in the team’s 
42-22 win over Plano The 
Hubs (7-1, 4-0 Interstate 8/
Kishwaukee River Blue) 
will host unbeaten Rich-
mond-Burton on Friday, 
Oct. 21 at 7 p.m. with a 
chance to clinch their first 
conference championship 
since 2004. The Rockets 
(8-0, 4-0) are ranked No. 
1 in IHSA Class 4A.

“This season has been 
great,” Tourdot said. “We 
have a great team with 
great coaches and we’re 
playing for a conference 
championship next week. 
That’ll be a test for us right 
before the playoffs. We 
just need to stay focused 
and play our game as we 
prepare for next week.”

Rochel le  received 
the opening kickoff and 
marched right down the 
field, taking an 8-0 lead 
early in the first quar-
ter when senior tailback 
Garrett Gensler took a 
carry outside for a 5-yard 
touchdown and added 
the 2-point conversion. 
Gensler finished with a 
team-high 129 rushing 
yards and five touchdowns 
while adding five tackles 
and an interception on 
defense.

See HUBS page 3

Tuesday through Friday 9-4 Saturday 9-1 Sunday through Monday Closed.

429-433 Lincoln Hwy.
Rochelle, Illinois
815-562-8765

hubcityfurniture.com 10
19

20
22HUB CITY FURNITUREHUB CITY FURNITURE

Fall Furniture Event
Get set to host the holidays with storewide 
savings on furniture for every room!
Dining Sets | Living Rooms | Sleeper Sofas
Bedrooms & Mattresses

Shop now for the best 
selection! Financing, Delivery 

Available

RTHS Girls Tennis

Lady Hubs bow out at IHSA 1A Rochelle Sectional
Rochelle netters win three matches, finish tied for fifth place in two-day meet

The Rochelle Lady Hub varsity tennis team finished tied for fifth out of 10 schools in the IHSA 1A Rochelle 
Sectional on Friday and Saturday. Pictured above from left to right are sectional players Elin Zheng, 
Francesca Williams, Torrin Nantz, Marisa Whaley, Bailey Jackson and Abby Tarvestad.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — A 
season’s worth of hard 
work and improvement 
culminated at the IHSA 
1A Rochelle Sectional on 
Friday afternoon, where 
the Lady Hub varsity ten-
nis team brought home 
three match victories and 
scored eight points to tie 
for fifth out of 10 schools 
in the meet.

Junior Elin Zheng and 
senior Abby Tarvestad 
each reached the second 
round of the singles brack-
et. Zheng faced a tough 
challenge in the first round, 
overcoming windy condi-
tions to outlast Marengo’s 
Noelle Haas 6-2, 5-7, 7-5. 
Tarvestad cruised over 
Freeport’s Ryleigh Bach in 
the first round, winning all 
nine games and eventually 
clinching the match 6-0, 
3-0 (retired).

“I thought playing sin-
gles really highlighted 
Abby’s athletic abilities,” 
head coach Lizzie Cart-
wright said. “That was a 
great challenge for Abby 
and she really thrived with 
that. I could see how she 
enjoyed being in charge 
of her play… I thought 
Elin was more timid at 
the start of the season, 
but things started to click 

for her during the season 
and she started hitting the 
ball harder. I’m looking 
forward to working with 
her and seeing her win 
more matches next year.”

Zheng and Tarvestad 
each bowed out in the 
second round, with Zheng 
falling 1-6, 0-6 against 
Sycamore’s Abby Golem-
biewski and Tarvestad 
losing 1-6, 1-6 against 
Dixon’s Addison Arjes. 
Seniors Torrin Nantz and 
Francesca Williams led the 
Lady Hubs in the doubles 
bracket, earning a first-
round bye before taking 
down Rockford Lutheran’s 
Ren Yamanoi and Violet 
Sjostrom 6-3, 7-5 in the 
second round.

With a berth in the IHSA 
State Championship on 
the line, Nantz and Wil-
liams squared off against 
Sycamore’s Sabrina Ezell 
and Jetta Weaver, falling 
4-6, 1-6.

“I really felt like our 
girls gave their absolute 
best effort during the 
sectional meet,” Cart-
wright said. “Winning 
three matches was huge, 
especially considering 
that many of the girls we 
faced have been playing 
tennis for a lot longer than 
our girls… It was really 
exciting to see how our 
girls improved from where 

they were at the start of the 
season. Everyone played 
really hard.”

Seniors Bailey Jackson 
and Marisa Whaley also 

earned a first-round bye in 
the doubles bracket. Jack-
son and Whaley played a 
hard-fought match against 
Boylan Catholic’s Jeeya 

Amin and Aldyn Olson in 
the second round, showing 
tremendous resilience in a 
4-6, 6-3, 5-7 defeat. Ro-
chelle finished the season 

with a 5-10 overall record 
and an 0-5 record in the 
Interstate 8.

See GIRLS page 8
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The businesses featured on this page are 

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”
I’m looking forward to serving your needs for insurance and 
� nancial services.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
CALL ME TODAY.

Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc 
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL 61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Diana Alanis, MDCaring for your 
family’s health from 

infant to adults.
For appointment, please call

815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct, Rochelle, IL 61068

Most Insurance Accepted

Accepting 
New Patients

ANDERSON
Plumbing & Heating, Inc.
Plumbing, Heating, Air Conditioning, 

Drinking water systems, Water Heaters, 
Softeners, Iron Filters & More.

One less thing to worry about

621 First Ave., Rochelle
815-562-8784

Like us on 
Facebook

Lic# 055-013999

H
S

F
2
0
1
5

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

815 561 4035!

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto  Home Improvement   Vacation

Jami Hackman & Kristen Stover

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle

H
S
2
0
1
6

Jami Hackman

Se Habla
Español

BUY HERE – PAY HERE
You Work - You Drive

1400 N 7th St
Corner of Flagg Rd & Hwy 251 N

227 E. Rt 38 • Rochelle, IL

815-562-8706
www.rochellechiropractic.com
Now Accepting New Patients!

Licensed and Insured
24 Hour Emergency Service

815-562-4937
500 Cleveland Avenue

Berg-Johnson
Electric

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

FREE ESTIMATES

“Proudly Serving The Rochelle Area Since 1945”

H
S

F
2
0
1
5

Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

#4061/#83-3198

Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

101 Maple Ave • Rochelle, IL 61068
815.562.7057 •  hub-remsen.com

GO HUBS!GO HUBS!

• Collision Repair • New/Preowned Vehicles
• 24 Hour Towing • Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

We are Ogle Countyʼs
only GM Dealer!

Come visit us!

815-562-8787 • www.jeffperrychevrolet.com
CHEVROLET • BUICK • CADILLAC • JEEP • CHRYSLER

We are 
Ogle 

County’s 
only 

GM Dealer!
• Collision Repair
• 24 Hour Towing

• New/Preowned Vehicles

• Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes  

and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181

www.rochellehospital.com

H
S

F
2

0
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209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8792

www.meyersfurniture.com

Residential & Commercial Roofing

815-561-0099
Licensed & Insured

• Shingled Roofs
• Flat Roofs
• Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities
• Custom Built Homes
• Additions

Residential, Concrete
Driveways, Flatwork

and Foundations

HSF2015

• Large menu of foods
• Rochelle’s famous chicken

by the dinner or bucket
• Hand dipped ice cream

(16 flavors)

H
S

F
2

0
1

6

251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039

H
S
F2
02
2

SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

200 Steward Road

800.262.1680
www.johnsontractor.com

Two for Tuesday
2 Large, 2-Topping

PIZZAS $2499 
(WithCoupon)

Serving Illinois & the Surrounding Area

Specializing in Walk-In Tubs 
& Acrylic Showers

Additions ~ Bathrooms ~ Kitchens 
Accessibility Remodeling

Batavia Builders & 
Remodelers, LLC

Debbie Foster,  
Owner
(815) 501-8946
www.bataviabuilders.com

HUB SPOTLIGHT
Colten

Manning

Year: Freshman

Sport: Football

Tony

Milburn

Year: Freshman

Sport: Football

Q: How many years have you 
been playing this sport?
A: Since I was 6 years old.

Q: What do you enjoy most 
about this sport?

A: The team energy and 
how everybody is dedicated

 to the sport.
Q: What is your favorite school 

subject and why?
A: Geography because I like to 

learn about the world.
Q: Who is your favorite 

athlete and why?
A: Michael Jordan because he has 

inspired me in many ways.
Q: Who is your biggest role 

model and why?
A: My dad because he pushes 

me to do better and to be 
better at sports.

Q: What is your dream job 
and why?

A: To be a professional baseball 
player or a carpenter.

Q: Where would your dream 
vacation be and why?

A: Florida because it has a 
lot of scenery.

Q: What is your favorite thing 
about being a student-athlete at 

RTHS?
A: The school has a lot of 

clubs I can join.

Q: How many years have you 
been playing this sport?

A: Five years.
Q: What do you enjoy most 

about this sport?
A: Getting to run the football 

and tackling people.
Q: What is your favorite school 

subject and why?
A: Conditioning because I’m 

able to stay active.
Q: Who is your favorite 

athlete and why?
A: Adrian Peterson because he 
played for my favorite team and 

he was really good.
Q: Who is your biggest role 

model and why?
A: My dad because I would like 

to do the same job as him and he 
has taught me a lot.

Q: What is your dream job 
and why?

A: To be a professional football 
player because I love football.
Q: Where would your dream 

vacation be and why?
A: Australia because my dad 
and I both want to go there.

Q: What is your favorite thing 
about being a student-athlete at 

RTHS?
A: Playing sports with my 
friends and my coaches.
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SPORTS

What Service
Do You Offer?

Advertise Here

Commercial & Residential Roofing

Residential 
Concrete

Driveways, Flatwork
and Foundations

•Shingled Roofs  •Flat Roofs 
•Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities 
•Custom Built Homes  •Additions

561-0099
www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE
ESTIMATES

Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Heating & Air Conditioning

 Lic.#058-087891

Serving Rochelle For Over 40 Years

Quality Service • Free Estimates
 Residential & Commercial

815-562-8784

Plumbing/Heating/CoolingGutters

COMMUNITY BOARD
Need to get the word out about a product Need to get the word out about a product 

or service you offer? or service you offer? 
Give us a call at 815-562-4171. Give us a call at 815-562-4171. 

We can reach over 9,000 homes!We can reach over 9,000 homes!

HUBS: Rochelle rushes for six touchdowns at Plano

The Rochelle Hub varsity football team defeated Plano 42-22 on Friday. At left, senior Raul Aguirre sacks 
quarterback Armando Martinez. At right, junior Tommy Tourdot recovers a fumble early in the second half.

(PHOTOS BY RUSSELL HODGES)

From page 1

Junior defensive tackle 
Landon Mickley sacked 
Martinez for a loss on 
Plano’s first play from 
scrimmage, but the Reap-
ers bounced right back, 
with Johnson exploding 
through the middle of the 
Hub defense for a 71-yard 
touchdown. Johnson, who 
ran for 186 yards and two 
touchdowns for Plano, 
caught the 2-point conver-
sion on the ensuing play to 
even the score at 8-8.

Senior wingback Trey 
Taft capped off Rochelle’s 
second drive of the game, 
running toward the sideline 
and staying inbounds for a 
13-yard touchdown late in 
the first quarter. Taft rushed 
for 122 yards on only 13 
carries in the win. After a 
fourth-and-13 conversion 
on a 20-yard pass from 
Martinez to wide receiver 
Nick Serio, Plano tied the 
score again early in the 
second quarter, with Mar-
tinez finding another wide 
receiver, Tristan Meszaros, 
for a 13-yard touchdown 
pass. 

The Hubs melted most 
of the second-quarter clock 
away, using 13 plays to 
move the ball 71 yards and 
score on a 2-yard touch-
down run from Gensler to 
take a 20-14 halftime lead. 
Tourdot’s fumble recovery 
early in the third quarter led 
to another rushing touch-

down for the Hubs, who 
saw Taft and sophomore 
fullback Erich Metzger 
record four consecutive 
runs of 10-plus yards before 
Gensler cashed in the Plano 
turnover with a 5-yard scor-
ing run. 

Rochelle held the Reap-
ers to only four plays on 
their next drive, forcing 
a turnover on downs after 
senior defensive end Raul 
Aguirre sacked Martinez 
on a fourth-and-4 play to 
give the Hubs possession 
of the ball. Leading 26-14 
late in the third quarter, 
Rochelle kept its ensuing 
drive alive on a fourth-
and-9 down, with senior 
quarterback Hayden Inman 
evading multiple Plano 
defenders and finding Taft 
over the middle of the field 
for a 28-yard pass comple-
tion.

“Our defense deserves 
a lot of credit for forcing 
them into that fourth-down 
situation,” Aguirre said. 
“I felt like Plano was run-
ning away from my side 
for most of the game, but 
we knew they were in an 
obvious passing situation 
because of the down and 
distance. I just bull rushed 
my guy straight into their 
quarterback and took him 
down. This season has been 
amazing and this team feels 
like a brotherhood. We all 
love each other and we all 
play for each other.”

The Inman-Taft connec-

tion set up a 1-yard rushing 
touchdown from Gensler 
that helped put the Hubs 
ahead 34-14 at the start 
of the fourth quarter. The 
Reapers found one last 
spark midway through the 
fourth quarter, when John-
son broke multiple tackles 
for a 44-yard touchdown 
run to keep Plano in the 
game. Rochelle sealed the 
win with an 11-play, 59-
yard scoring drive near the 
end of the fourth quarter, 
when Gensler barreled 
forward for a 2-yard touch-
down.

Gensler intercepted 
Martinez on a fourth-
and-10 play in the final 
minute to ice the Rochelle 
victory. Erich Metzger 
led the Hub defense with 
nine tackles, while Garrett 
Gensler as well as sopho-

more safety and younger 
brother Grant Gensler 
each recorded five tackles. 
Junior linebacker Brock 
Metzger and sophomore 
lineman Kaiden Morris 
each totaled four tackles.

“These seniors have 
been playing football to-
gether for a long time and 
we all owe it to each other 
to finish this season the best 
way we can,” Aguirre said. 
“We definitely have to lock 
in and focus for next week. 
We need to play our style 
of football and that means 
running the ball and making 
our blocks. It doesn’t matter 
who’s ranked or who isn’t. 
We have to play our game.”

Fresh/Soph
The Rochelle Hub fresh-

soph football team won its 
eighth consecutive game 

on Friday, defeating Plano 
54-12 to remain unbeaten 
on the season. Rochelle 
(8-0) will look to clinch 
an Interstate 8/Kishwaukee 
River Conference Blue 
Division title with its final 
home game of the season 
later this week. The Hubs 
will host Richmond-Burton 
on Friday at 5 p.m.

Sophomore  Ethan 
Goodwin rushed for a 
12-yard touchdown and a 
3-yard touchdown in the 
win, while sophomore 
Elijah Harley rushed for 
a 10-yard touchdown and 
caught a 50-yard touch-
down pass from sophomore 
quarterback Carson Lewis. 
Sophomore Jordan Bly 
added a 10-yard touchdown 
run and freshman Roman 
Villalobos added a 6-yard 
touchdown run.

Several Rochelle de-
fenders recorded sacks in-
cluding sophomores Bran-
dyn Metzger and Troy Mar-
tinez as well as freshmen 
Martiese Pogue, Roman 
Villalobos, Reece Harris 
and Corbin Harris. Sopho-
more Ryan Senne and fresh-
man Brode Metzger each 
had a tackle for loss in the 
win, with Senne blocking a 
punt and Metzger blocking 
an extra-point attempt on 
special teams.

The Hubs are averag-
ing 40.9 points per game 
on offense this season, 
running behind a talented 
offensive line that includes 
tight ends Frankie Pelan 
and Brode Metzger as well 
as linemen Damon Cagle, 
Jack Carmichael, Dalton 
Merriman, Ryan Senne and 
Corbin Harris. 

The Rochelle Hub fresh-soph football team improved to 8-0 on the season with a 54-12 win at Plano on Friday. At left, freshman Gavin Neale runs over a Reaper 
defender. At right, sophomore Matthew Lynn (middle) celebrates with teammates Van Gerber (left) and Andrew Johnson (right) after an interception on defense.

(PHOTOS BY MARCY DELILLE)
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ASHTON NEWS

BAR
GRILL&

1/2
OFF! BO!

GO!

BAR/RESTAURANT  .................
Ralphie and Lulu’s
812 Main St., Ashton
815-453-2103

Huddle Cafe
802 Main Street, Ashton
815-453-2677

COMMUNITY BUILDING  ........
Mills and Petrie Memorial Building
Hourly, daily rentals for your event
815-973-8397

CONSTRUCTION  ....................
Don Ross Jr. Construction
PO 96, Ashton
815-677-3774

GROCERY/GAMING  ...............
Mimini’s General Store
602 Brown Street, Ashton
815-453-7500

FUNERAL HOME  ....................
Beverage Lyons Funeral Home
604 Richardson Ave., Ashton 815-453-2441 

HAIR SALON ..........................
Shear Delight
1873 Ashton Road, Ashton
815-453-2331

INSURANCE  ...........................
Bradford Victor-Adams Mutual Insurance 
Company
120 W. South St., Franklin Grove
815-456-2334

MUNCIPALITIES ......................
Village of Franklin Grove
105 E. S. South Street, Franklin Grove
815-456-2131

NEWSPAPERS/PRINTING  .......
Ashton Gazette
815-453-2551

PLUMBING  ............................
Richter Plumbing and More
402 Western Ave., Ashton
815-453-2361

PUBLIC LIBRARY  ....................
Franklin Grove Library
112 S. Elm Street
815-456-2823

Mills and Petrie Memorial Library
704 First Street
815-453-2213

MIMINI’S
GENERAL STORE

602 Brown
Ashton, IL

815-453-7500
Video Gambling

Don Ross Jr. 
Construction

P.O. 96 
Ashton, IL

815-677-3774

DIXON — The Lee 
County Historical and Ge-
nealogy Society will be pre-
senting a program at 7 p.m. 
on Monday, Oct. 24 at their 
office at 113 S. Hennepin 
Avenue in Dixon. Richard 
Bunton of Oregon, great-
great-grandson of O. J. 
Downing, will tell us of the 
bravery of his ancestor and 
why he was awarded this 
high honor by others in 
his company, the 2nd New 
York Cavalry, during the 
Civil War. The sword is on 
display at the Preservation 
Long Island Museum in 
Cold Spring Harbor, New 
York.

Rick is retired after 45 
years of teaching vocational 
and industrial arts and de-
cided to start researching 
this history after he and his 
wife were touring Virginia 
and went to the site of some 
of the battles of the Civil 
War.

The public is wel-
come and there is no ad-
mission fee. The building is 
handicapped accessible and 
there is ample parking close 
by. Please come join us for 
this interesting program.

‘C.J. Downing and the Tiffany 
Sword’ program set for Oct. 24

Richard Bunton of Oregon, great-great-grandson of 
O. J. Downing, will tell us of the bravery of his 
ancestor and why he was awarded this high honor by 
others in his company, the 2nd New York 
Cavalry, during the Civil War.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

AFC Raider football team 
cruises over Peoria Heights

DIXON — The Lee 
County Sheriff’s Office 
recently announced it has 
been awarded a Federal 
Fiscal Year 2023 Sustained 
Traffic Enforcement Pro-
gram grant to conduct addi-
tional traffic safety efforts. 
The STEP program focuses 
on high-visibility enforce-
ment and strategies aimed at 
saving lives and preventing 
injuries by reducing traffic 
crashes.   

“We’re pleased to re-
ceive this grant to step up 
our road safety efforts with 
the goal of saving lives,” 
said Sgt. Derek Ranken. 
“Our mission is to make 
travel safer through di-
rected, proactive patrols 
and to stop, cite and arrest 
those who choose to violate 
traffic laws.”

During the STEP grant 
year, which runs from Oct. 
1, 2022, through Sept. 30, 
2023, the Lee County Sher-
iff’s Office will conduct ad-
ditional enforcement efforts 
to supplement mandatory 

and optional campaign en-
forcement dates scheduled 
during some of the deadliest 
times of the year. 

The supplemental efforts 
will focus on the leading 
contributory causes of 
crashes: speeding, impaired 
driving, electronic device 
use, failure to yield and 
disobeying traffic control 
signals, as well as occupant 
restraint violations.

The STEP grant is fund-
ed by federal highway 
safety funds administered 
by the Illinois Department 
of Transportation.

Halloween
In a recent press release, 

the Lee County Sheriff’s 
Office urged motorists to 
commit to sober driving this 
Halloween when children 
and their families will be 
walking through neighbor-
hoods after dark in search 
of candy and spooky fun. If 
you will be out scaring up 
a good time, remember to 
plan for a sober ride home.

“Alcohol and marijuana 
impair not only your ability 
to drive safely, but also your 
decision-making skills,” 
said Sgt. Derek Ranken. 
“That’s why it’s so impor-
tant to know how you’ll 
get home before you leave 
for the party. Plan ahead 
to help keep yourself and 
others safe.

Plan a safe way to get 
home before you attend a 
party. You can designate 
a sober driver, take public 
transportation, use your fa-
vorite ride-sharing service, 
or call a sober friend or 
family member to get home.

Walking while impaired 
can be just as dangerous as 
driving impaired. Desig-
nate a sober friend to walk 
you home.

If you see an impaired 
driver on the road, contact 
local law enforcement as 
soon as it is safe to do so.

If you see an impaired 
person about to drive, take 
their keys and help them get 
home safely.

Lee County Sheriff’s Office 
awarded IDOT grant

ASHTON  — The 
Ashton-Franklin Center 
varsity eight-man foot-
ball team was dominant 
over the weekend, win-
ning 58-18 against Peoria 
Heights to move to 5-3 on 
the season.The Raiders 
will conclude the regular 
season against Rockford 
(Christian Life) on Oct. 
20 at 7 p.m. on the road.

Quarterback Carson 
Rueff completed 18-of-
27 passes for 313 yards 
while adding 116 rush-
ing yards. Rueff totaled 
seven touchdowns for the 
Raider offense in the win. 
Zane Murphy recorded 

58 receiving yards and 
two touchdowns with an 
interception return for a 
touchdown on the defen-
sive side.

Lane Koning finished 
with 176 receiving yards 
and four touchdowns for 
AFC, while Auden Polk 
added 66 receiving yards 
and one touchdown with 
19 rushing yards. Logan 
Mershon chipped in 25 
rushing yards and 6 re-
ceiving yards.

Volleyball
The Ashton-Franklin 

Center volleyball teams 
faced Forreston on Tues-

day, Oct. 11. The varsity 
team fell 15-26, 16-25 
while the JV team lost 
22-25, 14-25 and the 
fresh-soph team split its 
match 24-26, 22-13.

Taylor Jahn and Mal-
lory Coffman combined 
for five kills in the var-
sity match, while Elena 
Refatllari and Nadezda 
Cater teamed up for five 
digs in the match. Reese 
Polk totaled four kills and 
Audree Dorn compiled 
five assists to lead the JV 
team, while Abby Mil-
ligan had nine aces and 
11 service points in the 
fresh-soph match.
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)
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2022 List of  
Assessment Changes 

The following is a list of assessment changes made in 
Dement, Flagg, Lynnville and White Rock townships 
by the township assessor, and/or approved or revised 
by the supervisor of assessments. The values shown 
are after the application of equalization factors. 
Under the authority of 35 ILCS 200/9-210 (Illinois 
Compiled Statutes), notice is hereby given that the 
following equalization factors (or “multipliers”) have 
been applied to all non-farm land and improvements 
on class 0010, 0011, 0020, 0028, 0030, 0040, 0050, 
0060 and 0070 properties in the following townships, 
all other classes received a 1.0000 factor;
Dement 1.0750
Flagg       1.0825
Lynnville 1.0750
White Rock 1.0750
Pursuant to 35 ILCS 200/10-115, the farmland assess-
ments for the 2022 assessment year have increased 
by 10% of the preceding year’s median cropped soil 
productivity index per acre as certified by the Illinois 
Department of Revenue. Data was provided by the 
Farmland Assessment Advisory Board and approved 
by the Ogle County Farmland Assessment Review 
Committee resulting in an increase in assessment of 
$38.73 per acre for each soil productivity index. 
Pursuant to 35 ILCS 200/12-10, individual notices will 
not be mailed on properties with assessment chang-
es due to equalization alone.  The factors shown are 
determined by the Illinois Department of Revenue’s 
most recent sales-to-assessment ratio study, and take 
into consideration any assessment changes made 
by the assessor.  These factors bring the average as-
sessment level in the townships to 33 1/3% of market 
value, and they will be applied to the categories of 
property listed above.  Your township assessor is listed 
below.  
Your property is to be assessed at the above median 
level. You may check the accuracy of your assessment 
by the following procedure: divide your assessment 
by 0.3333 (median level of assessments). The resulting 
value should equal the estimated fair cash value of 
your property. If the resulting value is greater than the 
fair cash value of your property, you may be over-as-
sessed. If the resulting value is less than the fair cash 
value of your property, you may be under-assessed. 
If you believe your property’s fair cash value is incor-
rect or that the equalized assessed valuation is not 
uniform with other comparable properties in the 
same neighborhood, the following steps should be 
taken:
1. Contact your township assessor to review the as-
sessment. 
2. If you are not satisfied with the assessor review, 
taxpayers may file a complaint with the Ogle Coun-
ty Board of Review. For complaint forms, instruc-
tions, and the Rules and Procedures of the Board of 
Review, call (815) 732-1150 or visit www.oglecoun-
tyil.gov for more information. 
3. File a complaint of assessment with the Board 
of Review. The final filing deadline for your town-
ship is generally 30 days from this publication date. 
After this date, the Board of Review is prohibited 
by law from accepting assessment complaints for 
properties in this townships. For more information 
on complaint deadlines, call (815) 732-1150 or visit 
us at 105 South 5th St, Suite 215, Oregon, Illinois 
61061.   
If you believe your property is over-assessed, you 
may file an appeal within 30 days of this publica-
tion.  The deadline to file an appeal of the 2022 as-
sessment is November 21, 2022.  
See www.oglecountyil.gov/departments/supervi-
sor-of-assessments/ for assessor contact informa-
tion, assessment publications, appeal and exemp-
tion information.
An assessment is not a tax bill.  The assessment al-
locates the property tax burden based on the value 
of your real property, and the aggregate value of all 
property in the tax district.  In general, the higher 
valued properties pay more taxes than the lower 
valued properties.
Exemptions:  exemptions reduce the taxable value 
of homestead property.  Exemptions are available 
for owner occupied, seniors, disabled and disabled 
veterans, returning veterans, and certain home-
stead improvements.
Ogle County Assessors for these townships are:

Township/Assessor/Phone
Dement / White-Rock / Lynnville / Paul Peterson / 
815-561-4577
Flagg/Susan Rothenberger/815-562-6862
If you have questions about your assessment, it is 
recommended that you contact your assessor for a 
review and explanation.
Ogle County
Supervisor of Assessments
105 S. 5th St. PO Box 40
Oregon, IL  61061
815-732-1150

No. 1024
(Oct. 19, 2022)
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INFORMATION
Office Hours:  
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Monday-
Friday)
Phone: 
815-562-4171
Fax: 
815-562-2161
Email: 
classifieds@rochellenews-
leader.com
Address:
211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle
Mail: 
P.O. Box 46
Rochelle, IL 61068

DEADLINES:
Sunday News-Leader: 
Thursday, 2 p.m.
Tuesday Shopping News: 
Friday, 10 a.m.
Wednesday  News-
Leader: Monday, 4 p.m.
(Deadlines subject to change 
during holiday times)

All classified marketplace 
line ads will appear in 
the following 7 print 
publications and on 5 high-
traffic newspaper websites:
• Rochelle News-Leader • 
Ogle County Life • Rochelle 
Shopping News • Ashton 
Gazette • Amboy News 
• Mendota Reporter • 
Mendota Money Saver

Call for pricing that starts 
at $32.99 for private 
party ads and $44.60 for 
commercial business ads 
and $19.99 for garage 
sale ads.

DISCLAIMER:
If your advertisement 
appears incorrectly, notify 
us immediately. We will not 
be responsible for more than 
one incorrect insertion, and 
will only credit customer for 
one insertion.

203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

103 103 
AUCTIONSAUCTIONS

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALEMISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

OGLE COUNTY, ILLINOIS
LAND AUCTION

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 03, 2022 AT 1:00 PMCDT

279.19 ACRES± •  2 TRACTS

The Doctor farm is located approximately 4 miles 
north of Dixon, IL and I88. The farm is further 
described as being located in Section 12, T22N-R8E, 
Woosung Township and Section 7, T22N-R9E, Grand 
Detour Township, Ogle County, IL.

Tract 1 represents mostly tillable, productive certified 
organic cropland.Tract 2 represents productive certified 
organic cropland, pasture, wooded areas which provide 
excellent recreational opportunities and potential home 

sites overlooking Sevenmile Branch Creek. 

CERTIFIED ORGANIC FARM
DAVID & NANCY DOCTOR

Representing Attorney: Michael Guilfoyle 
Guilfoyle & Stevenson LLP  

1316 Meriden St  |  Mendota, IL 61342  |  (815) 539-6711
Auction Manager: Dale Jones (309) 299-6400

VIRTUAL ONLINE

Maintenance Position
Rochelle, Oregon & Ashton Branches 

Seeking qualified candidates for a Maintenance Position.  
This is a non-exempt part-time hourly position serving 
our Rochelle, Oregon and Ashton branches.  This indi-
vidual provides general maintenance and related duties 
ensuring facilities are well maintained, in good working 
order and have a clean internal and external appearance.  
Completes minor plumbing and electrical repairs as 
needed and assists staff when requested. 

The successful candidate should be a self-starter with the 
ability to work with minimal supervision, have a good 
working relationship with employees, be dependable, 
have the ability to prioritize duties and perform tasks on 
a timely basis.  Reliable transportation is required.  

Currently scheduled hours are Monday through Friday 
from 7:00am to 11:00am.  Hours can be subject to change 
depending upon weather related needs and/or assistance 
with bank sponsored events.  

Qualified and interested applicants should send resume 
and cover letter to:

Central Bank Illinois
Attn: Jeff Glen

340 May Mart Drive
Rochelle, IL  61067

Or email recruiter@central-bank.com.

Equal Opportunity Employer 08142022

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-874-2257

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW, USED  
SCRATCH & DENT

• Refrigerators • Freezers 
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

11222020

Lane, now the City of 
Rochelle, described as 
follows:
The platted alley 
between Lots 2 and 
3 in said Block 24, 
lying South of the 
Union Pacific Railroad 
and North of Second 
Avenue, all situated in 
the City of Rochelle, 
the Township of Flagg, 
the County of Ogle and 
State of Illinois.
PETITIONER: City of 
Rochelle
The proposed alley 
vacation documents 
are on file and available 
for examination in the 
office of the Community 
Development Director, 
420 N. 6th Street, 
Rochelle, Illinois during 
normal business hours.
All persons interested 
are invited to attend 
said hearing and be 
heard.

Rose Hueramo, City 
Clerk
City of Rochelle
No. 1025 (Oct. 19)

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC 

HEARING
(Vacation of Alley)

PUBLIC NOTICE is 
hereby given to all 
persons in the City of 
Rochelle, Ogle County, 
Illinois, that a public 
hearing will be held 
by the Rochelle City 
Council on Monday, 
November 7, 2022, 
at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Rochelle City Hall 
Council Chambers, 
420 North 6th Street 
relative to the following:
The City of Rochelle is 
proposing the vacation 
of an alley located 
507 W 2nd Avenue, 
Rochelle, IL
LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
TO VACATE ALLEY 
OF PROPERTY 
DESCRIBED AS:  
Part of Block 24 in 
the Original Town of 

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113  113  
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119 119 
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

123  123  
MOVING AND MOVING AND 
STORAGESTORAGE

1500 sq ft machine 
shed with high ceilings 
in rural Steward for rent. 
Call 815-298-9300. (11-
02-22)

127 127 
  SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

JNJ JUMPERS Indoor/
Outdoor Bounce House 
Rentals Available Year 
Round. Please Call 
815-784-4256 For 
Availability or Visit us 
on Facebook.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 

Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
it’s care.

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

CDL DRIVER & Auger 
Cart Driver Wanted for 
Grain Hauling. Local 
Work. Call 815-716-
6681(10-20-22)

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

305 305 
GARAGE SALESGARAGE SALES

ROCHELLE: Pop 
Up Sale. 614 Lincoln 
Highway, Apt. 1. 
Costumes, furniture, 
collectibles, Snoopy, 
Fenton, glassware, 
toys, holiday décor, 
jewelry, crafts, multiple 
local artists, Thomas 
Kinkaid. Thursday, Oct. 
20 10am to 5pm; Friday, 
Oct. 21 10am to 5pm; 
Saturday, Oct. 22 HALF 
PRICE 10am to 4pm 
(Oct. 19-22)

FRANKLIN GROVE 
– Oct. 28 & 29, FRI 
8-4, SAT 8 to at 
least 1. Presbyterian 
Church Basement, 
106 S. Walnut. Men’s, 
Women’s, Kids’ clothing, 
(5+ racks Name 
Brands, many with 
tags), Avon Collections, 
Boots, Scarves, Coats, 
Household, Christmas 
decor, Books, Small 
appliances, 2 sets 
of dishes, And much 
more. Unlike the stores, 
our prices haven’t gone 
up! (10-26-22)

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

FALL DECORATIONS. 
White Birch Branches 
$4 Each. Cork Screw 
Willow Branches $2 
Each. 815-393-4670

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
M o n d a y - F r i d a y 
815-562-4171(8AM-
NOON ONLY) Rochelle 
News Leader.  

405  405  HOUSES HOUSES 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE
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SPORTS

*All participants who attend an estimated 60-90-minute in-home product consultation will receive a $100 VISA Gift Card. Retail value is $100. Offer sponsored by 
LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of 
age. If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID and be 
legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate 
family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not 
be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the 
participant via first class United StatesMail within 10 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. 
Offer not sponsored and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. Offer not available in the states of CA, IN, PA and MI. Expires 10/31/22.

KICKOFF TH
E SEASON

ICKOFF THE
S

With The Best
Sale of The Y

ear

*Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own
your home, or we will clean your gutters for free

Call Today for Your
FREE Estimate!

ONLYONLYLYONLY

$99$99$99
Insta

llatio
n*

Insta
llatio

n*

$100 VISA GIFT CARD

Upon completion of appointment

LIFETIME NO-CLOG
WARRANTY

MADE ONSITE SPECIFICALLY
FOR YOUR HOME

THE ONLY ONE-PIECE
SEAMLESS DEBRIS
SHEDDING GUTTER SYSTEM.

SCRATCHGUARD®

PAINT FINISH SPECIAL
FINANCING
AVAILABLE 815-673-7532

*Subject to credit approval, with the purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub or Shower. Interest is billed during the promotional period but all interest is waived if the 
purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. There is no minimum monthly payment required during the promotional period. Safe Step 

Walk-In Tub is neither a broker nor a lender. Financing is provided through third-party lenders una�  liated with Safe Step Walk-In Tub, LLC under terms and conditions 
arranged directly between the customer and such lender. All subject to credit requirements and satisfactory completion of fi nance documents. Any fi nance terms 

advertised are estimates only. O� er available in select markets, not available in Canada. Participating dealers only. Other restrictions may apply.
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North America’s
#1 Selling Walk-In Tub

Featuring our Free Shower Package

For a limited time only with purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. 
Not applicable with any previous walk-in tub purchase. 

Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present offer at 
time of purchase. Financing available with approved credit.

Buy Now, Pay Later! 

NO PAYMENTS 
FOR 18 MONTHS!*

plus a Free Shower Package

815-660-0041
or visit BuySafeStep.com

Now you can fi nally have all of the soothing benefi ts of 
a relaxing warm bath, or enjoy a convenient refreshing 
shower while seated or standing with Safe Step 
Walk-In Tub’s FREE Shower Package! 

✓ First walk-in tub available with a customizable shower

✓ Fixed rainfall shower head is adjustable for your 
height and pivots to offer a seated shower option

✓ High-quality tub complete with a comprehensive 
lifetime warranty on the entire tub

✓ Top-of-the-line installation and service, all 
included at one low, affordable price

Now you can have the best of both worlds–there isn’t 
a better, more a� ordable walk-in tub!

Backed by a lifetime guarantee.

RTHS Cross Country

Rochelle runners awarded at Interstate 8 meet
Hernandez and Ortiz receive All-Conference honors with top-14 placements

The Rochelle Township High School cross country team saw six athletes earn awards at the Interstate 8 Conference meet on Saturday. 
Pictured above from left to right are Chris Hickey, Luis Hernandez, Annaliese Koziol, Declan McGee, Yuelma Ortiz and Rose Luxton.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

LASALLE  — Six 
months removed from 
being diagnosed with an 
iron deficiency that made 
running far more difficult, 
Rochelle student-athlete 
Luis Hernandez can now 
call himself one of the fast-
est cross country runners 
in the Interstate 8 Confer-
ence. The junior was one 
of two Rochelle runners 
to earn All-Conference 
honors from the Interstate 
8 meet at Baker Lake Park.

Hernandez led the Ro-
chelle Hub cross country 
team at the conference 
event, finishing ninth 
out of 48 varsity runners 
with a time of 16:59.51. 
Senior Thomas Koziol 
took 27th with a time of 
18:30.53 and freshman 
Declan McGee led the 
Hubs in the fresh-soph 
race, finishing third out 
of 34 runners with a time 
of 18:05.75. Sophomore 
Chris Hickey took sixth 
in the fresh-soph race with 
a time of 18:42.27. Both 
McGee and Hickey earned 
ribbons for their efforts in 
the meet.

“It makes me feel re-
ally good to earn All-
Conference,” Hernandez 
said. “I’m really happy 
about how I was able 
to come back from the 
iron deficiency and be an 
All-Conference runner 
this season. There were 
some steep areas on the 
course that made things 
difficult for me, but my 
motivation was to earn a 
medal. I didn’t care about 

my time. It makes me a 
lot more confident going 
into the regional and my 
goal there is to break the 
16-minute mark and make 
sectionals.”

Senior Yuelma Ortiz 
recorded the fastest time 
for the Rochelle Lady 

Hub cross country team 
on Saturday, earning All-
Conference honors after 
finishing 13th out of 48 
varsity runners with a 
time of 20:48.67. Fresh-
men Annaliese Koziol and 
Rose Luxton both received 
ribbons for their efforts 

in the fresh-soph race, 
where Koziol took third 
in 22:09.99 and Luxton 
finished 13th in 24:03.70. 
Rochelle will send both 
teams to the IHSA 2A Ster-
ling Regional at Hoover 
Park this Saturday.

“I feel very proud of 

myself and my progress, so 
it’s exciting to be an All-
Conference runner,” Ortiz 
said. “I really enjoyed 
the scenery of the course 
and how open it was. The 
hills were probably the 
most challenging part of 
the course, but they were 

small so they weren’t too 
bad. I know I can do better 
so I’m excited to see how 
I do at the regional. My 
goals are to enjoy the run 
and the experience because 
I know it will be one of 
the last races of my senior 
season.”
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SPORTS
NIU Football

$29.99 for 3 months
Plus get a 4th month totally FREE!

That’s 34 issues of the News-Leader delivered to your door for less than 59¢ an issue!

We are offering this great deal because we want non-subscribers to give 
us a try, but don’t delay as this offer is only valid through Oct. 31, 2022.
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Management for the 

Rochelle Family Video 

confirmed the store will be 

closing. See page 2
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OREGON — Ogle County Collector Linda 

Beck wants to remind property owners that 

the second installment of their property tax 

bill is due Sept. 11.  

Payment methods include cash or check 

(payable to Ogle County Collector). In-person 

payments can be made at the Treasurer’s office 

located in the “old” Courthouse at 105 S. 5th 

St., Suite 114, Oregon, or at any bank in Ogle 

County. Current restrictions will be wearing a 

mask in any county building and to keep six-

foot distance from others. Office hours are 8:30 

a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday-Friday excluding 

holidays. A secure drop box is located at the 

Fifth Street address for taxpayers to drop off 

check payments after hours or on the weekends. 

The mailing address is Ogle County Collector, 

P.O. Box 40, Oregon, IL 61061. Mailed pay-

ments must be postmarked by the due date to 

be considered timely.  

Late payments will incur a fee of 1.5 percent 

per month or part of a month after the due 

date and must be remitted by mail or at the 

collector’s office.

Beck’s office is also offering the option of 

online credit card payments. You may get to 

this site by going directly to www.oglecounty-

treasurer.org or through www.oglecounty.org 

and then selecting the Treasurer’s department. 

Choose the Online Tax Payments link and click 

the Pay Now button. Fill in the information 

as prompted. Be sure to receive a payment 

confirmation for your records. 

Please note that this service carries a fee; 

review the convenience fees prior to making 

payment.

Second property tax payment due Sept. 11

Habitat for Humanity began building its 13th home and second for a family in Rochelle, on June 13, for Felix 

and Tanya Vega and their five children. Since the first shovel was dug into the ground in June, construction 

has been moving forward at the build site at an average of three to four days a week. 

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Taking shape
Habitat for Humanity home build to finish early next year

BY ANDREW HEISERMAN 

STAFF WRITER

WHILE COVID-19 

has halted progress 

on many events 

and projects this year, it has not 

slowed down Habitat for Hu-

manity of Ogle County on its 

2020 home build in Rochelle.

Habitat for Humanity be-

gan building its 13th home and 

second for a family in Rochelle 

on June 13, 2020 for Felix and 

Tanya Vega and their five chil-

dren. Since the first shovel was 

dug into the ground in June, 

construction has been moving 

forward at the build site at an 

average of three to four days a 

week. 

While most of the work is 

done by construction crews and 

volunteers, the Vega family was 

required to put in a minimum of 

200 sweat hours working at the 

site. The Vega family has well 

surpassed their hours and are 

continuing to work as the home 

begins to take shape. 

“The home build is coming 

along really well,” Habitat for 

Humanity of Ogle County ex-

ecutive director Vanessa White-

Broome said. “We are at the 

point where we have the frame 

and roof completely finished. We 

have gained quite a bit of prog-

ress and are a lot farther than we 

sometimes are at this stage.” 

The next steps are to start 

putting up the siding, windows 

and insulation, then begin the 

inside work such as cabinets and 

electrical wiring. While the goal 

was to have the home finished 

by Christmas, Habitat is hoping 

to have the home completed and 

the Vega family in it by early 

next year. 
Once the home is completed, 

it will be 1,200 square feet and 

include four bedrooms and two 

bathrooms as well as a finished 

basement. While both Habitat 

and the Vega family have been 

working very hard building the 

home, they could not have done 

it without the many supporters 

and volunteers that have stepped 

up. 
See BUILD page 2

ROCHELLE — Ro-

chelle Elementary Dis-

trict 231 will see a sur-

plus of approximately 

$675,000 after passing its 

fiscal year 2021 budget 

Tuesday night.

Board members ap-

proved its budget despite 

having many unknown 

numbers due to state fund-

ing, according to super-

intendent Jason Harper. 

Passage of the district’s 

intention to issue $1.2 

million Working Cash 

Fund Bonds helped the 

district pass a budget with 

no deficit.
Harper recommended 

the district issue $1.2 

million Working Cash 

Fund Bonds following a 

presentation by Andrew 

Kim from PMA Securi-

ties at the board’s Aug. 

11 meeting. The recom-

mendation was approved 

Tuesday night by board 

members.
School districts can 

issue bonds to fund work-

ing capital expenditures 

that arise from a variety 

of circumstances. Tradi-

tionally, working capital 

bonds have been issued 

as short-term obligations 

where the proceeds are 

used to cover a district’s 

temporary cash flow, or 

operating, deficit. 

Enrollment
Harper updated board 

members on the district’s 

to-date enrollment.

The numbers that 

Harper discussed don’t 

include district pre-kin-

dergarten numbers. Cur-

rently, in-person enroll-

ment for kindergarten 

through eighth grade is at 

64 percent; remote learn-

ing is at 34 percent; and 

2 percent are currently 

pursuing ‘other’ school-

ing options including 

homeschool or private 

schooling.
“We are still allowing 

students to opt-out on an 

ongoing basis based on 

needs and circumstanc-

es,” Harper explained.

Budget 
passed
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BY BRAD JENNINGSOGLE COUNTY LIFE EDITOR

BYRON – If the Byron Generating Station does close in September 2021, it will mean more than a loss of about 700 jobs.It will also mean the loss of millions of dollars in taxes locally. Exelon Generation an-nounced on Aug. 27 that it intends to retire its Byron Generating Station and Dresden Generating Station in fall 2021. Byron will close in September 2021.Paul Dempsey, commu-nications manager of the Byron station, said that the station’s 2017 tax bill was more than $38 million. The taxes went to a variety of taxing bodies, including the Byron School District, Ogle County and the Byron Mu-seum and Library District.There are also the charitable donations giv-ing by the station, which Dempsey said amount to about $250,000. Donations have gone to Rock River Center in Oregon, Pinecrest Community in Mount Mor-ris, Hub City Senior Center and many others.In July, the station do-nated $9,000 to libraries in Ogle County. And in June it donated $35,000 to local food banks.

Sarah Downs, execu-tive director of the Byron Chamber of Commerce, said that the community has been well aware that Exelon has been sounding the alarm for years that its zero-carbon Byron and Dresden plants are uneco-

nomic to operate and would likely shut down early to prevent further financial losses.
“We need Byron Sta-tion in our community,” she said. “It provides 700 good-paying jobs, over $38 million in taxes, and 

supports our local schools, fire departments, forest pre-serves, and park districts. It’s a key source of business for our local retailers and restaurants. It also provides clean, carbon-free energy to 2.3 million homes and businesses in our area.We 

implore state leaders to take action to save Byron Station from early retirement next year.”
The Byron Forest Pre-serve District received $2.3 million in tax money from the Byron Station last year.“The Exelon Generation Byron Station is obviously an important part of the greater Byron/Oregon com-munity,” said Todd Tucker, executive director of the Forest Preserve District. “The Byron Forest Preserve District alone receives near-ly 75 cents of every property tax operating dollar from the Byron Nuclear Plant.”Tucker pointed out that the money the district has received over the past 35 years has made it possible for it to preserve more than 2,300 acres of natural land for nine preserves, develop the PrairieView Golf Club, Jarrett Prairie Center, Keller Education Center and our the PrairieFire Golf facility.

See LOSS page 3
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Rochelle Fire Department social organization hosting annual golf outing. See page 7
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Plant loss would hurt economy700 jobs, tax money, donations would be lost locally“We need Byron Station in our community. It provides 700 good-
paying jobs, over $38 million in taxes, and supports our local 
schools, fire departments, forest preserves, and park districts... It 
also provides clean, carbon-free energy to 2.3 million homes and 
businesses in our area.”

Sarah Downs

BY ANDREW HEISERMANSTAFF WRITER

ROCHELLE – The Foundation for Focus House and Community Programming of Ro-chelle was forced to cancel its annual car show and parade this year, but it is moving forward with its plan to host the car show virtually. The car show this year is free to enter and is open to any type of classic old vehicle, whether it be a car, pickup truck or motorcycle. Participants are asked to send in one photo of their vehicle to jhardin@oglecounty.org.Contact information such as an address and phone number, as well as the make and model of the vehicle, should also be included in the 

email. The deadline to send in a vehicle photo is Sept. 10 and there is no limit to the amount of people who can participate.“We had to cancel the outdoor car show and parade out of concern for the community, but 

we are very excited to try this out,” Founda-tion for Focus House President Dave Tess said. “I have been dealing with old cars since my brother got me my first one when I was 16 years old and I have never seen anything like this done.”Once all photos have been received, they will be compiled into one photo album and uploaded onto Facebook. Voting will begin on Sept. 14 and run through Sept. 27, with individuals either clicking the like or heart icon on their favorite vehicle in the album. The one that receives the most attention will be chosen as the winner. 

See SHOW page 2

A virtual collection of cars

ROCHELLE — No one suffered serious injuries Friday afternoon after a truck struck a utility pole on Illinois Route 251 in Hillcrest.According to reports, the accident occured around 2:45 p.m. when a pick up truck trav-eling northbound left Illinois Route 251 near Hemstock Road, struck culvert and then crashed into a utility pole. The 

pole then fell into the roadway.Sparks then caught brush in the ditch on fire, burning approximately 50 yards of grass before firefighters from Rochelle and Hillcrest arrived on scene.
RMU was called to the scene to cut power to the downed pole and restore power to the area of Hillcrest affected by the accident.

Truck takes down utility pole

(COURTESY PHOTO)
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The 2023 From The Heart Cash Calendars 
are NOW AVAILABLE!!

The proceeds of the sale of the  calendars 
benefit our From The Heart recipients: 

Pegasus Special Riders, Rochelle Christian 
Food Pantry, HOPE, Focus House, Shining Star 

Children’s Advocacy 
Center, CASA, Rochelle Area 

Community Foundation, Hub City 
Senior Center & Rochelle Rotary.

OUR CHARITIES 
NEED OUR 
SUPPORT 

NOW MORE 
THAN EVER!

YES! Send me my 2023 From The Heart Cash Calendar!  
(Please Print) 

    NAME: ______________________________________________ 
   ADDRESS: ___________________________________________
   CITY, STATE, ZIP:  ____________________________________
   PHONE:  _____________________________________________
   NUMBER OF CALENDARS: _________________________
 Clip and mail this form along with $23 

($20 per calendar plus $3 per calendar postage) to: 
 Rotary Calendar, PO BOX 372, Rochelle, IL 61068

For Just $20 you have a chance to be one of
365 DAILY WINNERS TOTAL CASH PRIZES $18,250

PLUS Each Calendar Has VALUABLE LOCAL COUPONS

Here are 3 Ways to Purchase Your 
2023 From The Heart Cash Calendar!

• ONLINE: Go to http://fromtheheartrochelle.org and click on 
CASH CALENDARS. Once the calendar is purchased we will mail it out to 
you! Shipping and processing fees will be added to cost.

• IN PERSON: You can pick up a 2023 From The Heart Cash 
Calendar TODAY at the following locations:
     In Rochelle at: First State Bank, Stillman Bank, HOPE Chest, 
Dimond Bros. Insurance and Hub City Senior Center 
     In Oregon at: Merlin’s 
     In Dixon at: Shining Star 
    
• • BY MAIL: Fill out the form below and send it in to us and we will mail a 
2023 From The Heart Cash Calendar to you! 
Shipping fees are added to cost.

YPSILANTI, Mich.  
– The Northern Illinois 
University Huskies got the 
four-quarter performance 
on offense, defense and 
special teams that NIU head 
coach Thomas Hammock 
has been looking for and the 
result was a 39-10 win over 
Eastern Michigan Saturday 
at Rynearson Stadium.

With the win, NIU im-
proved to 2-5 on the season, 
1-2 in the MAC while East-
ern Michigan fell to 4-3, 
1-2. The victory snapped 
the Huskies’ five-game 
losing streak.

“They never lost the 
faith, they kept believing 
in one another and we’re 
fighting to be a team,” Ham-
mock said. “I thought they 
did a great job today in all 
three phases. These guys do 
nothing but work hard every 
single week and it was great 
to see that show up today.”

Defensive tackle James 
Ester gave the Huskies an 
early lead by tipping a pass 
at the goal line and catching 
it for NIU’s first defensive 
touchdown of the year and 
the defense continued to ha-
rass EMU quarterback Tay-
lor Powell and bottle up the 
Eagles’ offensive weapons 
throughout the game. The 
Huskies totaled five sacks 
by four different players, 
limiting the Eagles to just 29 
rushing yards on 27 carries; 
they were effective on third 
down as Eastern Michigan 
converted just twice in 13 
chances.

Most importantly, they 
kept the Eagles out of the 
end zone. After EMU tight 
end Andreas Paaske got be-
hind the Huskie defenders 
to score on a 75-yard touch-
down pass from Powell at 
10:34 of the first quarter, the 
Eagles did not even make it 
inside the NIU 20-yard line 
the remainder of the game. 
EMU’s lone second-half 
score came on a 46-yard 
field goal by Jesus Gomez 
in the third quarter that cut 
the Huskies’ lead to 20-10.

“The defense played 
together,” Hammock said. 
“Guys were communicat-
ing, guys were executing, 
they were able to finish 
plays today and part of 
that was due to the cover-
age down the field. Our 

defensive line really played 
well today. We played team 
defense.”

Offensively, NIU ran for 
287 yards on 49 carries to 
average 5.9 yards per rush, 
thanks in large part to a pair 
of long touchdown runs. 
Antario Brown scored on 
a 47-yard run with 4:03 
to play in the first quarter, 
giving NIU a lead it would 
never relinquish, 14-7. 
Brown finished with 86 
yards on 17 carries and two 
touchdowns. His partner 
at running back, Harrison 
Waylee, totaled 158 yards 
on 16 carries with his 76-
yard run around the right 
end closing out the scoring 
for NIU. The third member 
of NIU’s rushing attack was 
quarterback Justin Lynch, 
who started the game in 
place of an injured Ethan 
Hampton. Lynch tallied 38 
yards on eight carries.

“Our offensive line 
played well up front,” Ham-
mock said. “[Justin Lynch] 
executed at a high level and 
gave us a chance. For us, our 
offensive line was moving 
[the defensive line] and we 
felt confident, we think we 
have some good backs and 
Rocky [Lombardi] came in 
and gave us a change up.”

In all, four different 
players took snaps from 
center Saturday, including 
Rocky Lombardi, who saw 
his first action since week 
three versus Vanderbilt. 
Lombardi completed 11-
of-15 passes for 115 yards 
with Cole Tucker on the 
receiving end of five passes 
for 58 yards.

The Huskie special 
teams played their part in 
the victory as well. John 
Richardson was four-of-
four on field goals with 
makes of 41, 39, 28 and 
33 yards, while his variety 
of kickoffs kept the Eagles’ 
dangerous kick return game 
at bay. His squib kickoff 
late in the third quarter 
was fumbled by Eastern 
Michigan and recovered 
by the Huskies’ Joey Rat-
tin, setting up Richardson’s 
fourth field goal and giving 
NIU a 32-10 lead early in 
the fourth quarter. In addi-
tion to Richardson, Tom 
Foley’s first punt pinned 
EMU on its five-yard line 

Huskies play ‘complete’ game against Eastern Michigan
Offense, defense and special teams combine to lead NIU to 39-10 road victory

and helped lead to Ester’s 
scoring play.

NIU led 14-7 after one 
quarter behind Ester’s de-
fensive score and Brown’s 
long run for touchdown. 
They got a pair of Richard-
son field goals to bookend 
the second quarter – the 
first with 14:03 on the clock 
from 41 yards and the sec-
ond from 39 yards out with 
six seconds to play in the 
half.  NIU led 20-7 at half.

After Gomez made 
a 47-yard field goal for 
EMU’s lone second half 
score to close the gap to 
20-10, Richardson and NIU 
responded with a 28-yard 
field goal for a 23-10 lead 
which Brown extended 
to 29-10 at the end of the 
third on a six-yard rush. 
The Huskies tacked on 10 
points in the fourth quarter 
on Richardson’s last field 
goal and Waylee’s long run.

The NIU defense made 
one last stop as Izayah 
Green-May sacked Powell 
on fourth-and-12 from the 
NIU 35 with 6:07 to play 
and the Huskies ran – liter-
ally ran -- out the clock for 
their first win since Sept. 1. 

NIU concludes its 
stretch of four road games 
in five weeks next Saturday, 
Oct. 22, at Ohio.

(PHOTO BY STEVE KING)

GIRLS: Lady Hubs conclude 
varsity tennis season Friday
From page 1

“Bailey and Marisa 
didn’t come out for the ten-
nis team until last season, 
so seeing how close they 
came at the sectional meet 

was really cool to see in 
terms of how much they 
improved during the sea-
son,” Cartwright said. “It 
wasn’t a walk in the park 
for any of our girls this sea-
son. Francesca and Torrin 

won a really tough match 
to start the sectional and 
Elin won her first match 
in three sets and I think 
that will be a confidence 
booster for her going into 
next season.”


