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Amboy High School students began school Monday, Oct. 
16 with a mock distracted driver presentation put on by the 
Amboy Fire District in the parking lot. The demonstration 
was to showcase what could happen in just a second if a 
driver is paying attention to their phone instead of the road.

Brandon LaChance/Amboy News

Editor’s note: The Amboy 
News will be publishing a 
series of articles on veterans 
who served during World 
War II. These heroes are part 
of Amboy’s history and it is 
our honor to publish these 
articles so you can learn 
about their service to our 
country. This article was 
researched by Jack Mead and 
Tom Dempsey, and written by 
Dempsey.

Lt. Charles Keith 
Jeanblanc

A Look Back At Amboy’s Heroes Who 
Served During World War II

On Sunday, May 
19, 1946, one year 
after the end of 

the war in Europe, a tree 
was planted on the school 
grounds in Lee Center, in 

memory of six boys from 
that community who had 
made the supreme sacrifice 
during the Second World 
War. Led by the American 
Legion Auxiliary, the pro-
gram included singing of 

the Star Spangled Banner, 
an invocation, vocal solos, a 
poem reading, ending with 
a Benediction and recital of 
Taps. Among those six boys 
being honored was Second 
Lieutenant Charles Keith 
Jeanblanc, star athlete and Sa-
lutatorian for the Lee Center 
High School Class of 1940. 
Lt. Jeanblanc died in the war 
when his aircraft crashed in 

Scotland.
Charles was the eldest son 

of Charles W. and Justina 
Baylor Jeanblanc. He attend-
ed school in Lee Center, and 
went on to excel in sports and 
academics before graduating 
from high school in that town. 
During August of that year, 
he enlisted in the Army Air 
Force, earning his wings in 
November of 1944, assigned 

to the 1397th Air Force Base 
Unit. 

On March 3, 1945, after 
completing a training exer-
cise, Lt. Jeanblanc was the 
navigator on a flight crew 
of nine flying a B-17 Flying 
Fortress from the United 
States via Iceland headed 
for a Royal Air Force Base 
in Wales. 
See JEANBLANC page A3

AMBOY — There will be a Veteran’s Day program at 
Amboy High School at 10 a.m. on Friday, Nov. 11, in the 
new gym.  

The Amboy American Legion will post the colors under 
the leadership of Commander Jack Mead. The combined high 
school and junior high band and chorus will perform, as well 
as, the Central Elementary School students.  

This event is open to the public. All Veterans are encour-
aged to attend and be recognized.

Immediately following the program, the Amboy Ameri-
can Legion will hold a flag retirement ceremony at Veterans 
Park. They will also dedicate a box for retired flags in honor 
of Cecil Harrison who passed away on June 2, 2022. A rifle 
volley will also be done in honor of the veterans.

Veterans Day program 
returns to high school

Ramifications of driving 
distracted showcased

BY BRANDON LACHANCE
Amboy News Reporter
AMBOY – Every driver knows they shouldn’t drink 

and drive and what could happen if someone makes the 
decision to drive under the influence.

However, DUI accidents are not the only car accidents 
happening on our streets, lanes, and avenues.

In an effort to teach kids the importance of eliminating 
distractions while driving, the Amboy Fire District put 
on a distracted driver mock accident in the Amboy High 
School parking lot on Monday, Oct. 17 to showcase what 
the ramifications could be if not paying attention to the road.

AHS Principal Julia Crownhart wants her students to 
know the importance of eliminating distractions.

Fall Fest is upon us at 
Lee County 4-H Center

BY BRANDON LACHANCE
Amboy News Reporter
AMBOY – Don’t be sad summer festivals are over.
It just means it’s time for cooler weather celebrations such 

as the free-to-the-public Fall Fest from 2-5 p.m., on Saturday, 
Oct. 29, at the Lee County 4-H Center in Amboy.

“I think it’s going to be super great. I actually haven’t 
been to this event before and I am really excited,” said Ka-
tie McBride, who took over in July as the Lee County 4-H 
and Youth Development Coordinator through University of 
Illinois Extension. “The kids have put in a lot of effort to 
get this together. Several clubs in Lee County are putting the 
carnival games together. They’re going to run those.

“The federation, which is the older kids, are hosting the 
event. 

Area residents took 
advantage of the free 
v i s i o n  a n d  h e a r i n g 
screenings made possible 
through the Lions of 
Illinois Foundation at 
the Amboy Lions Health 
Fair held Oct. 8. Sixteen 
additional health services 
were available to discuss 
health related issues with 
the fair’s attendees. Door 
prizes were handed out 
throughout the day. The 
Amboy Fire Department 
setup outside the fair to 
discuss fire safety and 
provide a light lunch 
to all. Lions of Illinois 
Foundation Vice President 
David Johnson drove the 
mobile testing unit from 
Mattoon, for the event. He 
has driven approximately 
14,000 miles to various 
events around the state 
this year.

Courtesy photos

LIONS HEALTH 
FAIR

Teen Turf emphasizes 
importance of written word

BY BRANDON LACHANCE
Amboy News Reporter
AMBOY — The younger kids, third and fourth grade, 

may be upstairs in the computer lab.
While fifth grade through high school students can be 

found downstairs with a book or on a Chromebook.
Either way, it doesn’t matter the age, the kids at Teen Turf 

in Amboy are reading.
“We started something last year to help increase reading 

test scores. We have a reading program set to a 20-minute 
minimum every day,” said Pam Thomas, who has been 
involved with Teen Turf for three years and became a staff 
member this year. “We have different tiers. If you’re a top 
reader there are certain rewards and so on, and so on. There 
are different gift cards for places such as Amazon, McDon-
alds, and Casey’s.

“It gets really competitive. We make each reading program 
last through the quarter.”

The reason a child has to be in third grade or higher to 
join the no-fee, donation and United Way funded center, 
is because that means they can be part of the reading and 
homework programs to help them develop as a child, young 
adult, and eventual adult.

“Once they start reading every day and they have to learn 
how to comprehend what they’re reading, that’s when they 
come here,” Thomas said. “We have other programs for 
younger children and that’s during the summer.

“The after-school program, they come through and go to 
the kitchen to get a snack. They get to play for a half hour 
before we start homework. We start homework at about 3:55 
p.m. and we stop at 4:45 p.m. 
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AMERICAN AMERICAN 
HERO?HERO?

Do You Know AnDo You Know An

Photos may be picked up at The Amboy News office after Wednesday, Nov. 9th, or 
send us a self-addressed stamped envelope and your photo will be returned.

Name: 
(Optional Information)
Branch of Service: 
Rank: 
Present Address: 
Location of Training:  
Dates in Service: 
Tours of Duty: 
Any Other Interesting Information: (limit 50 words, please)
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If  the Veteran 
was featured last 

year, you don’t 
have to resubmit 

the photo and 
information to us 

this year.

The Amboy News is once again 
doing a section featuring Veterans 
and military personnel and would 

like you to send or bring us a 
military picture of  yourself  or 

favorite military hero along with 
a short biography of  their service 

history, present or past.

Army, Navy, Air Force, 
Marines, Coast Guard, 

National Guard, Reserves 
or Merchant Marines.

Our special section 
featuring your own local 

heroes will be published on 
November 9th.

Deadline for submitting Photos/
Information is Fri., Nov. 4, 9 a.m.

Lester C. Underhile, 
Dixon
U.S. Army Specialist 4th Class
Trained: Ft. Leonard Wood, 
Mo.
1968-1970 Vietnam
Amboy High School Class 
of 1966
Retired letter carrier, USPS
Wife Laura, 3 children, 5 
grandchildren.

Donald H. Schamberger, 
Amboy
Army Signal Corps-Corporal
Trained: Ft. Huachuca, Ariz. 
May 27, 1953 to May 27, 1955
Stateside duty with the fixed 
division of the Army Signal 
School  as a ballistic meteorolo-
gist and air traffic controller. 
He received Good Conduct 
Medal and National Defense 
Service Medal.

Donald C. Wittenauer, 
Amboy
Air Force Airman First Class 
Trained: George AFB, Victor-
ville, Cal.
1951-1955

SAMPLE

SAMPLE

SAMPLE
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The 2023 From The Heart Cash Calendars 
are NOW AVAILABLE!!

The proceeds of the sale of the  calendars 
benefit our From The Heart recipients: 

Pegasus Special Riders, Rochelle Christian 
Food Pantry, HOPE, Focus House, Shining Star 

Children’s Advocacy 
Center, CASA, Rochelle Area 

Community Foundation, Hub City 
Senior Center & Rochelle Rotary.

OUR CHARITIES 
NEED OUR 
SUPPORT 

NOW MORE 
THAN EVER!

YES! Send me my 2023 From The Heart Cash Calendar!  
(Please Print) 

    NAME: ______________________________________________ 
   ADDRESS: ___________________________________________
   CITY, STATE, ZIP:  ____________________________________
   PHONE:  _____________________________________________
   NUMBER OF CALENDARS: _________________________
 Clip and mail this form along with $23 

($20 per calendar plus $3 per calendar postage) to: 
 Rotary Calendar, PO BOX 372, Rochelle, IL 61068

For Just $20 you have a chance to be one of
365 DAILY WINNERS TOTAL CASH PRIZES $18,250

PLUS Each Calendar Has VALUABLE LOCAL COUPONS

Here are 3 Ways to Purchase Your 
2023 From The Heart Cash Calendar!

• ONLINE: Go to http://fromtheheartrochelle.org and click on 
CASH CALENDARS. Once the calendar is purchased we will mail it out to 
you! Shipping and processing fees will be added to cost.

• IN PERSON: You can pick up a 2023 From The Heart Cash 
Calendar TODAY at the following locations:
     In Rochelle at: First State Bank, Stillman Bank, HOPE Chest, 
Dimond Bros. Insurance and Hub City Senior Center 
     In Oregon at: Merlin’s 
     In Dixon at: Shining Star 
    
• • BY MAIL: Fill out the form below and send it in to us and we will mail a 
2023 From The Heart Cash Calendar to you! 
Shipping fees are added to cost.

NOTICE OF 
VOTE BY MAIL AND EARLY VOTING

Nancy Petersen, Lee County Clerk and Recorder would 
like to announce that beginning THURSDAY, SEPTEM-
BER 29, 2022, VOTE BY MAIL and EARLY VOTING 
will be conducted in the Election Department of her of-
fice, first floor of the Old Lee County Courthouse, 112 E. 
Second St., Dixon. 

VOTE BY MAIL~ signed applications will be accepted 
through Thursday, November 3, 2022, and is available for 
properly registered Lee County voters. Applications are 
available on the website or by contacting the Election De-
partment of her office.

EARLY VOTING~  must be conducted in person Mon-
day through Friday between the hours of 8:15 a.m. and 
4:15 p.m. and Saturday, November 5, 2022 from 9:00 a.m. 
until 12:00 noon.  Closed legal holidays.

The votes cast during this time will not be counted until 
the polls close on Election Day.  Once a ballot has been 
cast it cannot be rescinded.

Website:  www.leecountyil.com
Email:  election@countyoflee.org

Phone:  815-288-3309

                                              Nancy Petersen
                                              Lee County Clerk & Recorder

09282022

Brian Florschuetz

344 US Rt. 52, Sublette, IL
815-849-9090

Email: sublettecollisioncenter@yahoo.com

Collision? Hail? 
Critters?

WE ARE THE BEST PART 
OF A BAD SITUATION

WE ARE THE BEST PART 
OF A BAD SITUATION

Professional auto body services 
at affordable prices

Quality. Convenience. Reliability.

Our goal is your satisfaction. 10262016

Vote for David Bingaman Vote for David Bingaman 
for Lee County Boardfor Lee County Board

 “It’s one of those things 
that you’ve noticed in the 
last four or five months, the 
number of car accidents that 
we’ve had in the area where 
someone has been injured 
or unfortunately killed,” 
Crownhart said. “When we 
were beginning to plan some 
of these early-out days, I 
talked to the fire depart-
ment. Since it’s our Armed 
Intruder Day with the police 
department, we thought this 
would be a good, extra safety 
measure to put into place.

“This shows the kids 
what could happen if they’re 
not paying attention when 
they’re driving.”

The distractions could 
come from anywhere.

A text pops up on your 
cell phone.

You want to skip a song 
you don’t want to listen to and 
search for a song you do like.

There are people talking 
in the car and taking your 
attention away from the road.

Chicken nuggets and BBQ 

sauce are in your passenger 
seat that you can’t wait to 
indulge in. 

The list of driving distrac-
tions is long.

“Before we went outside, 
we talked about using cell 
phones while driving even 
if it’s just changing music,” 
Crownhart said. “When we 
were in high school, it was 
trying to pull CDs out of a 
case or shoving in cassette 
tapes after we dug under the 
seat. I can truthfully say, I 
don’t feel changing music 
on the phone is any different 
than what we were doing back 
then. It may be worse because 
they have to type in words 
of what they’re looking for.

“All in all, I just want 
to bring some awareness 
to them. You never know 
if you’re going to save any 
lives, but you hope you save 
at least one or keep a kid 
from getting in an accident 
because they’re paying more 
attention.”

Four Amboy High School 

students were involved in the 
demonstration.

Amboy fire cadets Hailey 
Stenzel, Michael Cagle, and 
Emily Sacs were the patients 
inside of the cars in the mock 
accident, while Allison Shaw 
was with the ambulance crew 
since she is an EMR (Emer-
gency Medical Responder).

When asked if he uses 
his phone while driving, Ca-
gle immediately answered, 
“Momma (Colette Zingre) 
doesn’t allow it.”

With him receiving the 
important message from 
his mother, Cagle wants to 
make sure he helps others 
understand the importance of 
leaving Point A and reaching 
Point B safely.

“They had a presentation 
during career day at school,” 
said Cagle, who is a sopho-
more at AHS. “They showed 
me the gist of it, it sounded 
fun, so I joined as a cadet. 
Now I’m training. Generally, 
I’ve always wanted to help 
people in life. I’ve had an ob-
stacle going to the Marines, 
so I thought this might be 
something I could do in the 
meantime.

“If people don’t know the 
seriousness behind looking at 
your phone while driving and 

the type of damage that can 
be done, it might be bad. We 
kind of need a wakeup call to 
tell us to get off of our phones. 
It’s not that important. We 
can get to our phones after 
we’re done driving. If we 
try to while we’re driving, 
someone could die or be 
hurt badly.”

Amboy Fire Chief Jeff 
Bryant Sr. knows the lesson 
students should take from the 
mock accident.

If they don’t, young driv-
ers could find themselves in 
serious trouble; in multiple 
ways.

“This is another reminder 

of the ramifications – phys-
ically, mentally, long term, 
and legal – of what could 
happen if texting and driv-
ing,” Bryant Sr. said. “It 
could be a fatality. It could 
be manslaughter. They could 
go to prison.

“The fire department 
doesn’t want to respond to 
these types of accidents. We 
want everyone to be safe. 
What we’re trying to show-
case is the importance of 
waiting to text, and driving 
without distractions. Car 
accidents happen more with 
being distracted rather than 
DUIs for the last 10 years.”

Crownhart knows this too.
Because of it, AHS and 

the fire department did the 
presentation with no mention 
of the words alcohol or DUI.

These words and what can 

happen behind them have 
been hammered to the kids. 

But driving without other 
distractions hasn’t, until now. 

“We actually didn’t talk 
about drinking and driving, 
and DUIs at all. We touch on 
it a lot throughout the year, 
especially around Prom,” 
Crownhart said. “I think 
sometimes kids feel like, 
‘Well, I’m not drinking’ or 
‘I’m not driving while drink-
ing’ or ‘I’m not intoxicated so 
I don’t need to worry about it.’ 

“We really wanted to 
focus on the essence of kids 
doing everything right in 
terms of drinking and driving, 
except they grabbed their 
phone to change music or 
look in the backseat to talk 
to friends instead of paying 
attention to the road and how 
they’re driving.”
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714 Main St. 
Mendota 

 815-539-7011
Carry-out & curbside 

pick-up always 
available.

Visit our Website or Facebook for daily lunch & dinner specials.

www.mainstreetstationbar-grill.com
10172022

Friday, Oct. 21
Broiled Orange Roughy

Saturday, Oct. 22
Cookout Night

Ribeye - Filet - Chops 
with Homemade Salad Bar and Dessert

Full Menu Available
***Reservations Always Suggested***

Tuesday Nights
10 oz Ribeye $15.95

with Choice of Potato and Soup or Salad 
Full Menu Available

      Stop in for your chance to win over $200,000 in cash and 
prizes in the The Slimer Hunt video gaming promotion!

09
21
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22

582 US Rt. 52, Sublette $314,900 
An abundance of room inside and outside is what this property boasts of! Nestled 
in this 3+ acres is a lovely and updated 5 bedroom and 4 bathroom home. The 
loft offers endless possibilities. Also included is a large building for storing your 

bigger toys. Don’t let this one slip away-call for a showing today!

Any type of property 
- any time of year 

(815)849-5476

Mary Lovgren 
Realtor/Broker
815-994-1449

GREEN RIVER 
CHIROPRACTIC
Dr. Colin Baker, D.C. - CCSP®

Kids - Family - Athletes - Auto Accidents - Worker’s Comp

Keep your health flowing with chiropractic care!

“Trust in Tomorrow.” and “Grinnell Mutual” are registered trademarks of Grinnell Mutual 
Reinsurance Company. © Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance Company, 2020.

CELEBRATING AMERICA’S  
PORK PRODUCERS
October is National Pork Month. So give thanks the next time you 
bring home the bacon. It’s our honor to provide coverage for those 
who feed the world. Trust in Tomorrow.®

October is National Pork Month. So give thanks 
the next time you bring home the bacon. It’s our 
honor to provide coverage for those who feed the 
world. Trust in Tomorrow.®

“Trust in Tomorrow.” and “Grinnell Mutual” 
are registered trademarks of Grinnell Mutual 
Reinsurance Company. © Grinnell Mutual 
Reinsurance Company, 2020.

Our Family Protecting Your FamilyOur Family Protecting Your Family

09302020

JOIN LEFFELMAN 
& ASSOCIATES 

IN CELEBRATING 
AMERICA’S PORK 

PRODUCERS

Their orders were to re-
lieve another crew that had 
completed their assigned 
missions in Central Europe. 
As the aircraft approached 
the Isle of Skye, an island 
off the northwest coast of 
Scotland, clouds, mist and 
fog thickened almost to 
ground level, making visual 
flight extremely hazardous. 
According to the flight orders, 
the plane was to proceed on 
a route from west to east 
which would have put them 
on a course over an adjacent 
island with fewer high ridges. 
With visibility down to a few 
meters, Lt. Jeanblanc was 
forced to navigate with a map 
and compass. In almost zero 
visibility, the B-17 clipped 
Beinn Edra, the highest point 
on the Trotternish Ridge 
and crashed just outside the 
village of Staffin on the Isle 

of Skye. All nine crew were 
killed instantly. 

A number of Staffin resi-
dents who witnessed the crash 
ran to the ridge immediately 
to give aid to the crew, but 
found no survivors. In the 
years to follow, crash inves-
tigators have concluded that, 
based on the path of wreck-
age, the plane was flying from 
east to west, due to extremely 
disorienting weather condi-
tions. It is likely this highly 
skilled crew made an attempt 
to descend below the mist and 
fog in order to visually regain 
a proper bearing, but were 
met with tragically bad luck 
from the unforgiving terrain 
below them.

On March 3, 2020, sev-
enty-five years later, another 
community gathered on a 
cloudy, misty morning at 
the Staffin War Memorial 

on the Isle of Skye to honor 
the memory of Lt. Charles 
Jeanblanc and the other crew 
members who perished near 
their village in 1945. Pre-
served in an area of about 450 
by 450 meters, the crash site 
on Beinn Edra still contains 
wreckage from the B-17 air-
craft. In 2015, the names of 
the airmen were added to the 
town’s war memorial, and a 
plaque was dedicated below 
the ridge to remember each 
of those heroic crew mem-
bers who died in the cause 
of freedom.

Today, if you visit Wood-
side Cemetery near Lee 
Center, you can find several 
gravestones of the Jeanblanc 
Family, including a memorial 
headstone to Lt. Charles K. 
Jeanblanc. His remains are 
interred at the Cambridge 
American Cemetery in En-

gland, where his heroism 
is honored along with over 
3,800 other American Sol-
diers who died in World 
War II. 

The Memorial Plaque 
below the ridge at Beinn 
Edra is a fitting description 
of the valor and courage of 
Lt. Jeanblanc and his crew: 
“They selflessly gave their 
lives so others could be free. 
There is no greater act of love. 
May they rest in peace”. 

Citations:
World War II Victory 

Medal
American Campaign 

Medal
Army Presidential Unit 

Citation
Army Good Conduct 

Medal
European-African-Mid-

dle Eastern Campaign

JEANBLANC continued from page A1

Aerobics
We will be having Aerobics on Tuesday and Thursday. 

Everyone is invited to gather at Teen Turf on Tuesday morn-
ings at 10 a.m. for group chair exercises and walking. They 
have a great time together.

Afterschool program
Our program has started. Attendance has been tremendous. 

At this time, we will be having a waiting list. You must call 
815-857-4800 to be put on. If you are not registered, please 
do not send your child without speaking with us.  

Volunteers
We have 66 kids signed up and we could use your help
“The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in the 

service of others.” Gandhi.  Please consider helping us help 
children during our afterschool program. It runs from 3:30 
till 5 p.m.  We need people to listen to children read, do basic 
math, and other small tasks. Give one hour or give a little bit 
more. Contact us at 815-857-4800 if interested.  

Halloween Dance and Costume Contest
We will be holding this spooky event on Friday, Oct. 28 

from 7-9 p.m. We will be having a costume contest, along with 
games and music. The cost is $5 to get in. We will have food 
and drinks for sale. Your child will get in free if you would 
like to chaperone. If interested, please call 815-857-4800.  

Thank You’s
We are always grateful for those that assist Teen Turf in it’s 

endeavor of helping people: Jill Groth for the adult diapers; 
Jim and Jean Travi for the tomatoes and snacks; Carolyn 
Leake for the sweatshirts and monetary donation; The Amboy 
Lion’s Club for the apples; Pete and Connie Kemp for the 
stuffed animals and book bags; Phyliss Dean for the monetary 
donation; Laurie Nauman for the various items and food and 
Donna Wellman for the cookies and candy.  Super thank 
you for our volunteers: Donna, Shannon, Kathy G, Candy, 
Chris, Connor, Joelle, and Kathy K. Another thank you to 
our Impact Student and High School Volunteers: Landon, 
Michael C, Jenna, Myla, and Stephanie.  

Needs
Hot Chocolate, Fruit Snacks, and Chips

Final Word
Heavenly Father, forgive us for focusing on other people’s 

lives when You have a specific plan and purpose for us. Turn 
our thoughts away from what others are doing and turn them 
towards what You would like to do through us. Give us the 
motivation to say, “Here I am. Send me!” Just as the prophet 
Isaiah was able to move past his failures, so we would like 
to move past our failures and walk in Your ways. Thank You 
for leading us in the way we should go. We look to You for 
guidance and direction. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

DIXON-The Lee Coun-
ty Health Department will 
have Immunization Clinics 
for Children and Adults by 
appointment only. Call 815-
284-3371 to make an appoint-
ment or for information on 
other services available. You 
may also visit the website at 
www.lchd.com for a list of 
services available.

PAW PAW- The Lee 
County Health Department 
will hold a flu clinic from 9 
– 11 a.m. on Wednesday, Oct. 
19, at the Paw Paw Commu-
nity Building. Walk-ins are 
welcomed. No appointment 
necessary. Please bring insur-
ance card or be prepared to 
pay a fee. Hi-Dose available 
for those 65 and older. For 
more information, please 
contact 815-284-3371, ext. 
2100.

AMBOY- The Amboy 
CUSD School Board will 
meet at 7 p.m., Thursday, 
Oct. 20, at Amboy Junior 
High School.

HARMON-  Harmon 
Methodist Church, 202 N. 
Grove St., will hold their 
church bazaar on Oct. 21 
and 22, from 8 a.m. until 2 

p.m.  each day at the church. 
There will be a bake sale with 
pies, fleece blankets, throws, 
wreaths, and many crafts, 
handmade quilt raffle. Draw-
ing for raffle will be Oct. 22 
at 2 p.m. All proceeds will 
go for the purchases of a new 
chair lift.  Door prizes will be 
awarded.  They will provide 
free rolls and coffee until 11 
a.m. Everyone is welcome. 

AMBOY-The Amboy Li-
ons Club will meet at 6 p.m. at 
the Community Center, 280 
W. Wasson Rd., on Monday, 
Oct. 24. Anyone interested in 
joining or wants more infor-
mation on the Lions Club is 
invited to attend.

DIXON- The American 
Red Cross will hold a Blood 
Drive from 9 a.m.  - 3 p.m., 
on Monday, Oct. 24, at Sauk 
Valley Community College 
Student Government, 173 
IL Route 2. Call the Red 
Cross at 800-733-2767 or 
visit RedCrossBlood.org 
to make an appointment to 
donate. Download the Blood 
Donor App.

DIXON- The Lee County 
Health Department will hold 
a flu clinic from 1 - 4 p.m. on 

Tuesday, Oct. 25, at the Lee 
County Health Department. 
Walk-ins are welcomed. 
No appointment necessary. 
Please bring insurance card 
or be prepared to pay a fee. 
Hi-Dose available for those 
65 and older. For more infor-
mation, please contact 815-
284-3371, ext. 2100.

DIXON- The Lee County 

Health Department will hold 
a flu clinic from 3 -6 p.m. on 
Tuesday, Nov. 15, at the Lee 
County Health Department. 
Walk-ins are welcomed. 
No appointment necessary. 
Please bring insurance card 
or be prepared to pay a fee. 
Hi-Dose available for those 
65 and older. For more infor-
mation, please contact 815-
284-3371, ext. 2100.

AMBOY — Amboy High School Student Council is 
partnering with the Amboy Fire Department to collect non-per-
ishable food items for families in the community. Stop by 
the shelter across from the Depot Museum on Sunday, Oct. 
30, from 3-6 p.m., to donate items and get some candy from 
our Student Council kids.

AHS, Amboy Fire to 
collect food for families 
in the community

LEE COUNTY — The Lee County Sheriff’s Office today 
announced it has been awarded a Federal Fiscal Year 2023 
Sustained Traffic Enforcement Program grant to conduct 
additional traffic safety efforts. The STEP program focuses 
on high-visibility enforcement and strategies aimed at saving 
lives and preventing injuries by reducing traffic crashes.   

“We’re pleased to receive this grant to step up our road 
safety efforts with the goal of saving lives,” said Sgt. Derek 
Ranken. “Our mission is to make travel safer through direct-
ed, proactive patrols and to stop, cite and arrest those who 
choose to violate traffic laws.”

During the STEP grant year, which runs from Oct. 1, 2022, 
through Sept. 30, 2023, the Lee County Sheriff’s Office will 
conduct additional enforcement efforts to supplement man-
datory and optional campaign enforcement dates scheduled 
during some of the deadliest times of the year. 

The supplemental efforts will focus on the leading con-
tributory causes of crashes: speeding, impaired driving, 
electronic device use, failure to yield and disobeying traffic 
control signals, as well as occupant restraint violations.

The STEP grant is funded by federal highway safety funds 
administered by the Illinois Department of Transportation.

Lee County Sheriff’s 
Office was awarded 
Illinois Department of 
Transportation traffic 
enforcement grant
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LOCAL NEWS

The Following 
Community 
Businesses 

Sponsor Area 
Church News:

Sensient  Flavors,  LLC.
815-857-3691

First National Bank 
in Amboy

Member F.D.I.C.
815- 857-3625

Mihm-Jones Funeral 
Home

815-857-2611

Vaessen Brothers
 Chevrolet  

815-849-5232

KSB Medical Center 
815-857-3044

The Amboy News
815-857-2311

St. Patrick Church
Fr. John Gow

32 N Jones, Amboy 
815-857-2315 • www.stpatrickamboy.org

Masses: Tuesday – Friday Daily Mass 8 am
Saturday 4 pm • Sunday 7:30 am & 10 am

Confessions: Saturday, 3-3:45 pm
Wednesday, 5:30-6:15 pm

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: 
Friday, 8am-5 pm

St. Mary Church
Fr. John Gow

912 Walton Rd., Walton
815-857-2670

Mass: Saturday, 5:30 pm

St. Flannen Church
Fr. John Gow

213 S Second St., Harmon
815-857-2670

Mass: Sunday, 9 am

United First Church of Amboy
Pastor Mark Glenn

East Main & Jefferson
815-440-0745

Sunday Worship - 10:00 a.m.
Bible Study Wednesday 6:00 p.m.

 
 

First Congregational United Church of 
Christ of Lee Center

Pastor Jack M. Briggs
1140 Inlet Road, Lee Center
www.LeeCenter-UCC.org

Phone 815-732-7032 
Family Worship - 10:30 a.m.  

Grace Fellowship Church
Amboy-Sublette

Pastor Brian McWethy
500 W. Main Street, Sublette

Sunday School 8:30 a.m.
Worship 10:30 a.m.

www.graceisforyou.com

East Grove Union Church
Pastor Richard Wulf, 815-440-5321

449 Reuter Road, Amboy
Phone 815-376-6661

1/2 Mile East of Route 26 on Union Rd.
Sun., 9:00 a.m. Morning Service
Youth Church, ages 3-Grade 4

10:15 a.m. Sunday School, Ages 3 - Adult
6:00 p.m. Evening Service

Wed., 6:00 p.m. Prayer & Bible Study
First Sunday night of each month, 6:00p.m. 

First Sunday Family Film Night
Fourth Saturday of each month, 6:00p.m.

“Fun & Fellowship Game Night 
for the Whole Family!”

Come as you are and join us on the journey!

 First Baptist Church
Pastor Rocky Fritz

24 N. Mason Avenue
Church Phone 857-2682

www.fbcamboy.com
Sunday School for all ages - 9:30 a.m.

Morning Service - 10:30 a.m.
Evening Service - 6 p.m.

Wed. prayer meeting & Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
King’s Kids program from 6:30-8 p.m. Friday 
Reformers Unanimous addictions program 

from 7-9 p.m.

St. James Evangelical 
Congregational Church
Robert Dunbar., Pastor

US Route 52 & Red Brick Rd.,Dixon
815-288-2447

Sunday 10:45 a.m. Worship 
9:45 a.m. Sunday School

Ladies Bible Study, Wed. 9 a.m.

St. Mary’s Church
Rev. Randy Fronek

West Brooklyn
Tuesday & Thursday - 7:30 a.m.

Saturday - 5:30 p.m.

St. Patrick Church
Rev. Randy Fronek - Maytown

Mass - Fri. 8 a.m., Sun, 8 a.m.

Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor Barb Otten
960 U.S. Route 52
Phone 857-2225

Sun. Worship - 9:00 a.m. Fellowship - 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday School - 9:40-10:15 a.m.

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church
Rev. Randy Fronek

Locust Street, Sublette
Phone 815-849-5412

Saturday Mass - 4:00 p.m.
Sunday Mass -10:30 a.m.

Wednesday - 8:00 a.m.
Thursday - 8:30 a.m.

Refuge Church
Pastor John Kalebaugh

Mendota Hills Campground • 642 Rt. 52
Amboy, IL 61310 • 815-849-5930

10 a.m. Sunday, potluck follows

Harmon United Methodist Church
Pastor Leanne Keate

202 N. Grove, Harmon
Phone 359-7302

Worship - 8:30 a.m.

“I’m just kind of the adult 
in charge while they’re com-
ing up with all of the ideas 
and putting it together. It’s a 
really neat way to see what 

the 4-Hers can do.”
The eight to 10 4-H Fed-

eration members and kids 
from clubs throughout Lee 
County including Amboy, 

Dixon, Sublette, Paw Paw, 
Steward, and others, have 
brainstormed, coordinated 
and will man all Fall Fest 
stations. 

“The 4-H Federation puts 
this on every year,” McBride 
said. “There will be a costume 
contest, a pumpkin hunt 
where people draw a number 

and then find a pumpkin with 
the matching number, carni-
val games, popcorn, and hot 
chocolate. Master Gardeners 
will be there with a couple of 

craft activities for kids.
“The kids come to month-

ly meetings. The work with 
each other and go over ideas. 
They volunteer for what 
they’re going to do during 
the event. Some of them will 
staff the prize booth. Some 
of them will drive the barrel 
train that is out there. 

“One of the kids is getting 
decorations together to deco-
rate one of the barns for Fall 
Fest. Another kid is bringing 
in pumpkins that she grew in 
her home garden this year.”

For any additional infor-
mation, check out the Lee 
County 4-H Facebook page.

FALL continued from page A1

AMBOY — On Sunday, Oct. 23 an open house is being 
held at the home of George and Delores Mason in honor of 
George’s 99th birthday. 

Stop by anytime between 2 and 5 P.M. on Oct. 23, at 1699 
Hampton Street, Amboy. 

No gifts please. Your presence will be gift enough.

George Mason

Open house planned in 
honor of Mason’s 99th 
birthday

“The fifth graders and 
above are downstairs and 
the third and fourth graders 
are upstairs in the computer 
lab. Each computer and head-
phones are assigned to one of 
our kids. It has their name on 
it and it’s their station during 
homework time every day.

“We want them to reach 
all of their reading goals and 
we want to see them grow as 
people.”

The doors are open from 
3:30-5 p.m. Monday-Friday 
to the 66-currently registered 
Teen Turf kids and anyone 
else who wants to join. 
Once a month when Amboy 
schools have early-out days, 
the hours extend from 11:30 
a.m.  - 5 p.m.

Through those times, 
Teen Turf has seen many kids 
grow, prosper, and come back 
to say thank you for taking 
the time to care.

And to make them read.
“If you come here, you’ll 

be ready for a job by time 
you leave,” Thomas said. 
“The kids start coming at 
10 years old and we have 
high school kids here as 
well. That’s seven to eight 
years of learning different 

READING continued from page A1

Pam Thomas looks over the Teen Turf reading program stat chart. The chart tells how 
much the 66-registered kids have read per each quarter of the year. The staff has seen 
many faces go through the doors in 28 years and they know everyone of them left a critical-
thinking reader.

Courtesy photo

skills, which is really cool. 
It’s awesome when you see 
the little kids grow up into 
camp counselors.

“All of my kids – Madi-
son (16), Sydney (15), and 
Hayden (11) – came to Teen 
Turf. Hayden is a camp 
counselor. My two girls have 
jobs, but they still come and 
volunteer around the com-

munity. They attribute their 
skills that helped them get 
jobs to this program.

“What’s cool is Miss 
Eileen Piper, Teen Turf’s 
executive director, gets to 
see the next generation. I’ve 
only been in Amboy for 13 
years, but she gets to see the 
kids she had bring their kids 
to Teen Turf. She has people 

from the armed services who 
stop in to see her because they 
were part of the program.”

And just like the kids that 
are venturing through the 
Teen Turf doors today, they 
all made sure they read, met 
their goals, and reaped the 
benefits.

Meaning, the awesome 
rewards.

ICC approves Lee County highway-rail grade 
crossing improvement project

SPRINGFIELD – The Illinois Com-
merce Commission recently approved a 
Stipulated Agreement improving public 
safety at the Steward Road highway-rail 
grade crossing of the BNSF Railway 
Company track in Steward, in Lee County. 

Under Stipulated Agreement 2196, 
BNSF Railroad is required to install au-
tomatic flashing lights signals and gates 
with bells, controlled by constant warn-
ing time circuitry and equipped with an 
event recorder and remove monitor. The 
Lee County Highway Department will 
install new combination curb and gutter 

along the northbound highway approach 
to the crossing.

The estimated cost to complete the 
improvements is $676,423. ICC staff 
recommended that the Grade Crossing 
Protection Funds be used to pay up to 
95% of the cost associated with the in-
stallation of automatic warning devices 
and 100% of the cost associated with 
the installation of new combination 
curb and gutter not to exceed $609,352 
and $35,000, respectively. BNSF will 
pay 5% of the installation costs of the 
automatic warning devices, as well as 

all future operating and maintenance 
costs associated with the new automatic 
warning devices.

“Keeping pedestrians, motorists and 
rail employee safe near and around 
railroad tracks is a top priority for the 
ICC. The allocation of Grade Crossing 
Protection funds enables important rail 
safety projects like this to move forward, 
and that’s a win for everyone who uses 
the crossings,” said ICC Commissioner 
Michael T. Carrigan.

All work is expected to be completed 
within 12 months of the order date.
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SOCIAL NEWS
The Book Nook

By:
Tatjana Kazan

MY LAST DUCHESS

LASALLE COUNTY, ILLINOIS
LAND AUCTION

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2022 AT 10:00 AMCDT

727.35 TAXABLE ACRES± • 5 TRACTS

Tracts 1 & 2 of the Johannes & Coverdell farm are located approximately 8 miles east 
of Troy Grove, IL, or 12 miles northeast of LaSalle, IL. Tract 1 is further described as 
being located in Section 36, T35N-R2E, Ophir Township, LaSalle County, IL, and Tract 
2 is further described as being located in Section 10, T34N-R2E, Waltham Township, 
LaSalle County, IL. Tracts 3-5 are located approximately 4 miles north of North Utica, 
IL, or 6 miles northeast of LaSalle, IL. The tracts are further described as being located 
in Section 20, T34N-R2E, Waltham Township, LaSalle County, IL. 
The property contains a total of 727.35 taxable acres and will be sold in 5 tracts. All 
tracts are ideally located and offer highly productive tillable cropland with Class A 
soils. 

ANN JOHANNES TRUST  
& IRENE COVERDELL TRUST

Representing Attorney: John L. Cantlin
The Cantlin Law Firm  |  (815) 433-4712 

760 E Etna Rd. | Ottawa IL 61530
Auction Manager: Kevin Haas (309) 264-7767

VIRTUAL ONLINE

LASALLE COUNTY, ILLINOIS
LAND AUCTION

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2022 AT 10:00 AMCDT

156.91 TAXABLE ACRES± • 1 TRACT

The Gustafson farm is located approximately 4 miles east of Rutland, IL, or 
17 miles southwest of Streator, IL. The land is further described as being 
located in Section 14, T29N-R2E, Groveland Township, LaSalle County, IL. 
The farm represents mostly productive tillable cropland with the balance 
in waterways and draws. 
The property contains a total of 156.91 taxable acres and will be sold in 
1 tract. 

Farmers and investors be sure to  
check out this LaSalle County, Illinois farm.

GUSTAFSON FARMS OF ILLINOIS LLC
HELEN BARRICK & ROY GUSTAFSON CO-MANAGERS

Representing Attorney: Jonathan J. Stoller
Stoller Law Office  |  (309) 527-4300 

15 W Front St.  |  El Paso IL, 61738
Auction Manager: Kevin Haas (309) 264-7767

VIRTUAL ONLINE

RANCHANDFARMAUCTIONS .COM

LAND 
AUCTION

AUCTION: LIVE AND ONLINE AT  
RANCHANDFARMAUCTIONS.COM

AUCTION DATE: 11/2/22
AUCTION TIME: 5:30 PM

AUCTION LOCATION:  
VFW POST 1571 | 106 SW 3RD AVE

ALEDO, IL 61231
OPEN HOUSE:  

10/23/22 | 12:00 PM - 4:OO PM
IN COOPERATION WITH WHITETAIL  

PROPERTIES REAL ESTATE, LLC 
BRENT RENEAU, AGENT (309) 337-0348

3.65 AC± | 1 TRACT 
MERCER CO, IL

WHITETAIL PROPERTIES REAL ESTATE LLC DBA RANCH & FARM AUCTIONS | Debbie S. Laux, Illinois Broker, 
License # 471.018541 | Joe Gizdic, Director, Ranch & Farm Auctions, 217.299.0332 | Brent Reneau, Illinois Land 
Specialist, Whitetail Properties Real Estate, LLC, 309.337.0348 | Cody Lowderman, IL Auctioneer, 441.001255

Amboy Community Center
280 W. Wasson Road  • 1-815-963-1609, reservations

10
19

20
22

A United Way Agency

Senior Dining Menu
October 24-28

8 oz. of low-fat milk served with each meal

Monday – Baked chicken breast, mashed potato with gravy, 
steamed peas, wgr dinner roll, strawberry applesauce
Tuesday – Meatloaf, cheesy potatoes, root veggie mix, wheat 
bread-1, diced pears
Wednesday – Baked pork chop, baby red potatoes, green beans, 
wgr dinner roll, cherry crisp
Thursday -  Italian sausage w/peppers on bun, seasoned potato 
wedges, Italian blend veggies, apricots
Friday – A). Crispy fish sandwich, wgr bun, tartar sauce, potato 
pancakes, peas, diced peaches B). Turkey/minestrone

Reservations needed
10:00 am day before

Meals served
Mon.-Fri. at 11:00 am

APPLICATIONS NOW ACCEPTED FOR 
SUPPORT SPECIALIST

   Must be experienced in basic software and hardware support, 
phone support and can teach users new technology with users 
having different sets of skills from beginners to experts.

   Support Desk experience and previous newspaper experience 
beneficial.

REQUIRED SKILLS:
   •  Full understanding of Adobe Creative Cloud; including 
Adobe InDesign.
   •  Ability to update websites and social media accounts.
   •  Must be willing to learn or understand basic development 
skills.
   •  Self-motivation with confidence and discipline necessary to 
complete multiple projects accurately and efficiently.
   •  PC and Mac knowledge.
   •  Must be able to multi-task and have self-discipline.
   •  Windows Server experience helpful.

EDUCATION:
Bachelor’s degree or greater in a technical related field and/or 
5+ years of experience.

To apply, please send your cover letter and resume to:To apply, please send your cover letter and resume to:
 ipa@illinoispress.org ipa@illinoispress.org

901 S. 3rd St., Ashton 
$179,000

Gorgeous Ranch style home on a 
corner lot. Back deck for entertaining 
inside privacy fence. All ready for you 
to move into. Features 4 bedrooms 
and 3 baths. Open floor plan with 
vaulted ceilings, kitchen with bar area, 
bar stools and microwave, dining 
area and living room. Full finished 
basement with family room and egress 

window, rec room, 4th bedroom with large closet and a huge bathroom with double vanity 
and heated floor. Storm shelter in the basement area. Attached 2 car garage. Steel roof 
on home 2019. hot water heater 2017, back up sump pump 2017, waterproof flooring in 
basement 2017, replaced all upstairs carpet except kitchen 2019, walk in tub 2018, water 
softner 2020, water house filter 2020, heat in garage 2020, updated kitchen faucet 2020, 
new decking floor 2021, ejector sewer pump 2021, Owner has added a gravel parking area 
on the side of home 2021 and sump pump 2022. A must see! Call today for a showing. Seller 
to find a home of their choice!

www.Erbes-Realty.com

LORI ERBES, GRI 
Designated Managing Broker

Over 30 years experience
 lorierbes@gmail.com

815-535-6295
10192022

NEW LISTING

Maggie O’Farrell said her latest novel, “The Mar-
riage Portrait” (2022), was inspired by Robert 
Browning’s famous dramatic monologue, “My 

Last Duchess,” whose first couplet: “That’s my last Duchess 
painted on the wall,/Looking as if she were alive” sums up 
both poem and novel. It is the story of Lucrezia de’ Medici, 
who died aged 16 in 1561, barely a year into her marriage to 
Alfonso II d’Este, Duke of Ferrara. Officially Lucrezia died 
of tuberculosis, but almost immediately the rumor spread and 
has persisted for over 400 years that he had poisoned her.

“The Marriage Portrait” opens at a remote hunting lodge 
to which Alfonso has brought Lucrezia to recuperate from a 
supposed illness. She notices that the lodge feels strangely 
empty of people. “It comes to her with a peculiar clarity 
that he intends to kill her” because she has failed to become 
pregnant with the heir he needs to consolidate his hold on 
Ferrara. “The certainty that he means her to die is like a 
presence beside her, as if a dark-feathered bird of prey has 
alighted on the arm of her chair.” 

O’Farrell said she meant the story to be a murder mystery. 
Short chapters recounting the events at the hunting lodge 
alternate with much longer chapters of Lucrezia’s life, be-
ginning with her conception. But throughout her narrative, 
we are conscious of her impending murder, relieved when 
Alfonso treats her well, afraid for her when his brutality 
overwhelms her. 

Lucrezia was born into the legendary Medici family in 
1545. She was the brilliant, untamed, solitary child of the 
family, who at seven boldly held out her hand to a tiger in 
one of her father’s cages. Her mother, Eleanor of Toledo, who 
bore eleven children, could not bring herself to care about 
Lucrezia. Her oldest daughter Maria was to marry Alfonso 
d’Este, the future Duke of Ferrara, but she died before the 
wedding ceremony. Her father, Cosimo I de’ Medici, Duke 
of Florence, arranged for Lucrezia to take Maria’s place. 
She was thirteen, but was allowed to stay in Florence until 
the wedding in 1560.

Ferrara was a world away from Florence. After spending 
her life within the children’s rooms in Florence, the free 
time Alfonso allowed her was exhilarating. Lucrezia spent 
it drawing and painting mostly birds, both alive and dead. 
When she heard two castrati singing (their larynxes were 
the size of a child’s combined with the lung volume of an 
adult male) “like a shimmering kite on a string,” she felt “a 
sympathetic dizziness” with them. O’Farrell didn’t quite 
bring off the murder mystery, but the legitimate line of the 
House of Este ended in 1597 with Alfonso’s death. In 1598 
Ferrara was therefore incorporated into the Papal States by 
Pope Clement VIII, on grounds of doubtful legitimacy.

LEE COUNTY — The 
Lee County Historical and 
Genealogy Society will be 
presenting a program at 
7 p.m. on Monday, Oct. 
24, at their office at 113 S. 
Hennepin Avenue in Dixon. 
Richard Bunton, of Oregon, 
great-great-grandson of O. J. 

Downing, will tell us of the 
bravery of his ancestor and 
why he was awarded this 
high honor by others in his 
company, the 2nd New York 
Cavalry, during the Civil War. 
The sword is on display at 
the Preservation Long Island 
Museum in Cold Spring Har-

bor, New York.
Rick is retired after 45 

years of teaching vocational 
and industrial arts and decid-
ed to start researching this 
history after he and his wife 
were touring Virginia and 
went to the site of some of 
the battles of the Civil War.

The public is welcome 
and there is no admission fee. 
The building is handicapped 
accessible and there is ample 
parking close by. 

Please come join us for this 
interesting program.

Lee County Historical Society to 
present program Oct. 24

Presbyterian Church of Franklin Grove garage 
sale event is Oct. 28-29

FRANKLIN GROVE — The Pres-
byterian Church of Franklin Grove, at 
the corner of Walnut and South Streets, 
is preparing for their “garage sale” in 
the basement. 

This sale includes a large selection 
of clothing, many with original tags. 
Some featured items include Avon 

collections, scarves, belts, boots, coats, 
purses, jewelry, home and fall décor, 
Christmas décor, kitchen items and small 
appliances, two sets of dishes, picture 
frames, linens, many books, stuffed 
animals, puzzles and much more. There 
is something for everyone. 

Store prices have gone up but our 

prices have not.
Sale dates are Oct. 28 and 29. Friday 

hours are 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday hours 
are 8 a.m. to at least 1 p.m.

The members and friends of the 
church would like to thank the many 
who donate and/or purchase items at 
their biannual sales.

SVCC Freedom 5K set 
for Nov. 12 

DIXON — Sauk Valley Community College will host the 
SVCC Freedom 5K on Saturday, Nov. 12 at 10 a.m. on the 
SVCC campus.  Join us on the beautiful SVCC campus this 
Veteran’s Day Weekend to run for freedom. The registration 
fee is $25. Half of the proceeds will support the SVCC Student 
Veterans Organization and SVCC student veterans in need. 
The remainder of the proceeds will support The Warrior 
Dog Foundation. Walkers are encouraged, but strollers and 
non-service animals are prohibited on the course. 

New this year: Beat the Deans! Race against four of SVCC’s 
deans during this year’s Freedom 5K. For each dean that 
you finish the race before, $1 will be donated to the cause.

For more information, please contact Eric Valdez at 815-
835-6315 or eric.p.valdez@svcc.edu. Register at SVCCFree-
dom5K.itsyourrace.com.

OSF HealthCare Cardiovascular Institute 
receives national recognition

PEORIA – OSF Health-
Care Cardiovascular Institute 
has been named one of the top 
health systems in the U.S. for 
providing top quality care to 
heart patients in 2022. OSF 
received this recognition 
from the American College 
of Cardiology (ACC) in the 
“Best Hospitals” issue of U.S. 
News & World Report, and is 
one of only 89 health systems 
nationwide to be included. 

The U.S. News & World 
Report issue recognizes 
OSF’s commitment and 
success in implementing a 
higher standard of care for 
heart patients. OSF has con-
sistently reached aggressive 

goals outlined by the ACC, 
including patient care and 
quality improvement metrics 
and benchmarks.

“OSF HealthCare Cardio-
vascular Institute has a long 
standing commitment to ex-
cellent care for heart patients. 
We are honored to be recog-
nized nationally for the care 
our specialists and care teams 
give our patients every day,” 
said Christopher Sparrow, 
M.D., an OSF HealthCare 
Cardiovascular Institute heart 
failure specialist. 

“As an ACC quality pro-
grams participant, the OSF 
HealthCare Cardiovascular 
Institute has established itself 

as a leader in setting the na-
tional standard for improving 
quality of care in patients with 
cardiovascular disease,” said 
ACC president Edward Fry, 
M.D., FACC, . “OSF has 
demonstrated a commitment 
to providing reliable, compre-
hensive treatment for heart 
patients based on current 
clinical guideline recommen-
dations and standardized Na-
tional Clinical Data Registry 
(NCDR) benchmarking. The 
ACC is proud to include OSF 
as one of the Best Hospitals 
of 2022.”

ACC Accreditation Ser-
vices provides hospitals 
with practical resources and 

support to minimize gaps in 
the assessment, diagnosis and 
treatment of cardiovascular 
disease. Facilities achieving 
an ACC accreditation are 
committed to establishing 
a method for sustainable 
quality improvement. 

“I am proud of every 
single OSF Mission Partner 
who made this happen, con-
sistently putting in the hard 
work it takes to be among the 
best heart care experts,” said 
Darrel Gumm, M.D., vice 
president of OSF HealthCare 
Cardiovascular Institute.

OREGON – Serenity Hospice and Home will facilitate a 
free, six-week Grief Support Group that is open to the public. 

Based on the book “Understanding Your Grief: Ten 
Essential Touchstones for Finding Hope and Healing Your 
Heart” by Dr. Alan Wolfelt, this group is designed to help 
individuals along their grief journeys by connecting them 
with a supportive community and providing helpful resources. 

The group will be facilitated at Serenity Hospice and Home, 
1658 South IL Route 2, Oregon, and will be held weekly on 
Wednesday evenings from 5:30-7 p.m., Nov. 2- Dec. 14. The 
group will not be meeting on Nov. 23. 

Individuals who would like to attend should register by 
calling Cathy Warren of the Serenity Bereavement Team at 
815-732-2499. 

Grief Support Group 
offered in Oregon

AMBOY — There will be a Veteran’s Day dinner on 
Thursday, Nov. 10, at the Long Branch Saloon beginning 
at 6 p.m. Dinner orders will be taken off of the menu 
and are Dutch Treat. Please make reservations at 815-
857-3486. All Veterans and their families are invited to 
attend. A speaker is to be announced. This event is open 
to the public.

Veterans Day dinner 
held at Long Branch

Email news items to 
tgreenfield@

amboynews.com
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Opinion Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or   
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of 
the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances ~ The First Amendment

By Scott Reeder

Guest Column

ON THIS DAY IN HISTORY

Something to Say?

SUBSCRIPTIONS
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The Amboy News encourages responsible letters to the 
editor on subjects of interest to our readers. Editing may be 
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but 
ideas will not be altered.

The limit is 300 words. Letters exceeding this will either be 
edited to fit or not published. The deadline for letters is noon 
on Friday.

Letter writers may only have two letters published per month, 
and the letters will be published on non-consecutive weeks. 
Letters are printed on a space-available basis.

All letters must bear the handwritten signature of the writer 
and include address and phone number or e-mail address for 
verification purposes. Neither the street address nor phone 
number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly hand-
written, and no anonymous letters will be published. 

Any comments of public officials should be limited to issues 
related strictly to their position or actions made in office, as 
personal attacks will not be published. Letters involving private 
disputes between the writer and a business or individual will 
not be published.

Political endorsements will be published, however letters 
from candidates endorsing themselves will not be printed.

Letters may be dropped at the Amboy News office, 245 
E. Main Street, mailed to the Amboy News at PO Box 162, 
Amboy, IL 61310, or emailed to tgreenfield@amboynews.com

The Amboy News reserves the right to edit or reject any 
letter to the editor for any reason, and letters chosen for pub-
lication do not necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper, 
its management and or ownership.

advertiSing Policy
The Amboy News is in no way responsible for errors in 

copy furnished by the Customer. Adjustment or republica-
tion in the next available issue will be made for that amount 
of space involved in errors resulting from failure of the Am-
boy News to correct errors plainly noted on proof. Custom-
ers shall notify the Amboy News of errors in time for correc-
tion before the second insertion. 

The Amboy News shall not be liable to the Customer for 
any loss that results from the incorrect publication of its ad-
vertising. The Customer agrees to assume responsibility for 
all errors in copy proofread by Customer when the adver-
tisement printed corresponds to the returned proof.

OFFICE HOURS
8 a.m. - 4 p.m., 

Monday, Tuesday
8 a.m. - noon on Friday

.Closed Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday, 
Sunday and major holidays.

Boys don’t cry.”
That was the oft repeated refrain 

my father said to my brother and me 
growing up. If one of us fell and skinned our 
knees, it was, “Knock it off, boys don’t cry.” 

It didn’t matter if we were 4 or 5. Crying 
was a sign of weakness and of questionable 
masculinity. 

When I was 8, our dog Princess died on 
Christmas Day after licking up some pesticide 
stored in a shed. It was a stiff upper lip for me. 
No crying was allowed. Dad was watching

The rules for manhood were well defined for 
him. When our pastor showed up for a church 
cookout wearing a pair of pink golf trousers, 
we heard about it all the way home: “It’s inap-
propriate for a man to dress that way.”

Neither my brother nor I wore pink growing 
up. Ever.

A strange thing happened as my dad aged, he learned to 
cry. The first time I saw it, it was disconcerting like witnessing 
a dam break or feeling the earth shift off its axis. 

It was just strange. The tears raced down his cheeks. My 
brother was ill and he couldn’t do anything to save him.

“Incurable” was a word that didn’t compute with my father. 
He was a fixer, a magician with his hands. Whether it was 
getting a seized auger to rotate, repairing a malfunctioning 
fuel pump or getting a downed cow with milk fever to stand: 
He fixed the situation.

But when my brother Danny was afflicted with a rare and 

incurable liver disease, tears flowed. Didn’t he 
remember what he taught us? Boys don’t cry.

Despite the tears, Danny died at age 48.
When I moved into adulthood, I occasionally 

would wear a pink dress shirt with a teal tie. I 
didn’t feel emasculated. 

But in Las Vegas, my editor, Mike O’Cal-
laghan, a one-legged Marine, Korean War 
veteran and former governor of Nevada would 
loudly condemn any man wearing pink in his 
presence.

I was unaware of this until I showed up for 
work one day wearing one of my favorite dress 
shirts. His voice roared across the newsroom, 
“Hey, Reeder. What are you doing wearing 
pink?” Some sort of homophobic comment 
followed. 

The other men in the newsroom whispered, 
“Never wear pink around Mike.” 

Was it something about that generation? I don’t know. But 
he grew up half a continent away from my father and they 
had the same ideas. 

Not long after I returned to Illinois, my mother was diag-
nosed with breast cancer. Dad became the caregiver for his 
partner of 59 years. 

I remember him gripping her right hand while I held her 
left at her bedside. 

As she breathed slowly, shallowly, my dad cried out, “Save 
a place for me in heaven.” Tears fell down the face of my 
sister, who sat at the foot of the bed. We watched 79 years of 

life and an 11-year battle with breast cancer come to an end.
Our mother was gone.
The pictures on the bedroom wall spoke to what was 

important to Mom: family.
Photos of each of her three children and their partners 

on their wedding days stood like sentinels overlooking 
her bed. The faces of her seven grandkids peered out from 
picture frames.

A devoted husband looked on adoringly. Happy memories.
For me, June 2, 2013, always will be a day of sadness. But 

for my dad it marked a tragedy from which he never recovered.
We thought it was a good idea to occasionally get him 

away from the home he had shared with mom. So, my wife 
and I would have him visit our family in Springfield.

After church one Sunday, we decided to visit the State 
Fair. I slipped on a pair of sandals and a t-shirt. The shirt was 
bright, almost florescent, pink. 

“You’re going to wear that?” my father growled. I pointed 
to the lettering on the front that said, “Susan Komen for the 
Cure” and said, “I wear this to honor mom.”

Tears welled in his eyes, he swallowed hard and nodded 
his head.

Yes, it’s ok for men to cry. And men can wear pink. 
Breast cancer and the women we love, make us do both. 
Scott Reeder, a staff writer for Illinois Times, can be 

reached at sreeder@illinoistimes.com.

Yes, it is ok for men to cry and wear pink

100 Years Ago
October 20, 1922

L.E. Flentje brought in a lilac blossom 
he picked from a bush growing along 
the road south of Rocky Ford. So far 
Amboy has experienced no killing frosts 
that could damage vegetation. 

Masons are working this week on 
a new brick garage on the D.L. Berry 
property on Plant Street.

Bert Phillips has purchased the Davis 
Brothers’ house in Binghampton for 
$1,200.

Subscription Rates for The Amboy 
News: $2.00 per year in advance; $1.00 
for six months; 60 cents for three months.

75 Years Ago
October 16, 1947

Francis Faley of Amboy has been 
appointed manager of the A&P Store 
here. He has been employed by the 
company since 1942. He fills the vacancy 

created by the resignation of Mr. Harry 
Osborough who has purchased a grocery 
store in Rochelle.

Soft rayon, brushed knit, short-
sleeved night gowns – $3.25 at the Rose 
Mary Shop.

Showing at the Amboy Theater – 
“Miracle on 34th Street” starring Mau-
reen O’Hara, John Payne and Edmund 
Gwenn.

50 Years Ago
October 19, 1972

Nigal Rod, Sublette’s Miss Flame, 
was crowned Miss Blackhawk at the 
annual contest held this year in Tampi-
co. She is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Alfred Rod of Sublette.

Among the 90-member field band at 
Southern Illinois University at Carbon-
dale were Donald Clayton, Jeff Lowe and 
Keith Noble, all of Amboy; and Randy 
Nusbaum, of Dixon, all of whom were 
Amboy High School graduates.

25 Years Ago
October 16, 1997

Homecoming King and Queen for 
1997 at Amboy High School are Lori 
Welker, daughter of Greg and the late 
Colleen Welker, and Tim Chrisoffersen, 
son of Kim Koch and Mike Christoffers-
en. The royal couple got to ride on an 
Amboy fire engine in the Homecoming 
Parade. 

Amboy’s football team turned the 
tables Friday night at Homecoming. The 
Clippers ‘Did unto others, as others had 
done unto them’ by blanking Prophet-
stown 37-0 in front of a large crowd.

Pankhurst Memorial Library in 
Amboy, as one of fourteen area public 
libraries participating in the Ogle-Wh-
iteside-Lee County Large Print Cooper-
ative (OWL Coop), was named the first 
place winner on the national Thorndike 
Press Large Print Community Service 
Award for 1997 in the category of large 
library.



AMBOY NEWS • SEC A • PAGE 7WEDNESDAY, OCT. 19, 2022

LOCAL NEWS

700 6th Avenue, DeWitt, IA 
563.659.8185

FARM FOR SALE
ROCK CO., WISCONSIN

New Listing - 120 a., level, high-quality, farmland. 118.42 till. 
w/56.8 NCCPI, on the Wisconsin/ Illinois border, S. of Avon, WI.

Doug Yegge (563)320-990 • Alan McNeil (563)321-1125
www.yeggemcneilland.com

NELSON — On Oct. 16, at approximately 11:50 p.m., 
Lee County Dispatch received a call reporting a shooting at 
414 S. Butler St., Nelson. 

It was reported that a 35-year-old white male was shot in 
the throat. The male was identified as Jake R. Verkruysse. 
Preliminary reports indicate that the shooter was 27-year-old 
Cody G. Henson. 

Verkruysse was taken by ambulance from 108 E. Bassett 
St. for medical treatment. 

Henson was brought in for questioning.  The investigation 
is ongoing.  There is no danger to the public.

Lee County Sheriff’s 
office investigates 
shooting in Nelson

LEE COUNTY – The Lee County Sheriff’s Office today 
urged motorists to commit to sober driving this Halloween 
when children and their families will be walking through 
neighborhoods after dark in search of candy and spooky fun. 
If you will be out scaring up a good time, remember to plan 
for a sober ride home.

“Alcohol and marijuana impair not only your ability to 
drive safely, but also your decision-making skills,” said Sgt. 
Derek Ranken. “That’s why it’s so important to know how 
you’ll get home before you leave for the party. Plan ahead 

to help keep yourself and others safe.”
The Lee County Sheriff’s Office urges everyone to follow 

these simple tips to help keep our roads safe this Halloween:
• Plan a safe way to get home before you attend a party. 

You can designate a sober driver, take public transportation, 
use your favorite ride-sharing service, or call a sober friend 
or family member to get home.

• Walking while impaired can be just as dangerous as 
driving impaired. Designate a sober friend to walk you home.

• If you see an impaired driver on the road, contact local 
law enforcement as soon as it is safe to do so.

• If you see an impaired person about to drive, take their 
keys and help them get home safely.

The Halloween enforcement campaign is funded by 
federal highway safety dollars administered by the Illinois 
Department of Transportation.

Lee County Sheriff’s Office is on the lookout 
for drunk and drugged driving this Halloween

ROCKFORD – With 
the recent start of Fall, and 
temperatures forecast to 
plummet later this week, 
homeowners are preparing 
for the cold weather months. 
Better Business Bureau urges 
consumers to be alert for the 
most common scams during 
this time of year.

Dennis Horton, director 
of the Rockford Regional 
Office of the Better Busi-
ness Bureau, says, “The 
fall season is notorious for 
home improvement scams. 
Fraudsters see this time as a 
prime opportunity to rip-off 
homeowners, and in some 

cases, steal thousands of 
dollars for unnecessary or 
shoddy work.”

BBB always advises there 
are many great contractors 
and customers should do their 
due diligence before they 
make purchases and the best 
place to start is by checking 
BBB.org for company ratings 
and reviews. BBB is a free 
referral source to find busi-
nesses you can trust.

It’s not uncommon to have 
contractors show up on your 
doorstep uninvited. “They 
say they happened to be doing 
work in the neighborhood and 
noticed that your house needs 

some repairs,” says Horton. 
They’ll offer to fix your 
roof, repave your driveway 
or perform other repairs or 
renovations for what sounds 
like a great price. BBB says 
beware.

Typical home 
improvement scams 

include:
• Chimney/Roof Repairs 

- Scammers disguised as 
chimney sweeps will tell you 
your chimney needs to be 
inspected and then use hard 
sales tactics to get you to 
make expensive, unfounded 
repairs. Don’t fall for it.

• Gutter Cleaning - Fraud-

ulent gutter cleaners prey on 
the elderly or those who can-
not easily clean their gutters. 
They will claim they have 
worked in the neighborhood 
before and quote you a very 
low estimate in return for 
shoddy, incomplete work.

• Energy Audits/Door-
to-Door Furnace Repairs 
- Many scammers offer a 
“free” energy audit to reduce 
heating costs, claiming to be a 
representative from your local 
utility company. They insist 
on costly upgrades for your 
attics, such as solar blankets or 
insulation, and may or may not 
burglarize your home while 

conducting the audit.
• Ductwork Cleaning - 

Ductwork cleaning is rarely 
a necessity, so take caution. 
Scammers are known to 
damage your heating system 
while cleaning costing your 
additional repairs. These dam-
ages also may create indoor 
air hazards.

How Scammers 
operate:

• Show up at your door 
unexpectedly – if this occurs, 
never let anyone in your home 
that you don’t know

• Quickly point out the 
problem they say needs repair 
without much inspection

• Say they have leftover 
materials from a project they 
just finished nearby

• Offer unbelievably low 
prices

• Only accept cash or check
• Promise an unconditional 

guarantee on the work
• Push to start work im-

mediately
BBB recommends you 

should:
• Check the Better Busi-

ness Bureau (BBB) website 
to see contractors’ ratings and 
whether any complaints have 

been filed against them. Look 
for the BBB Seal, the sign of 
a better business.

• Insist on seeing refer-
ences. You should ask past 
customers detailed questions, 
including whether the project 
was completed on time and if 
there were unexpected costs. 
You should also go the extra 
step and ask the contractor if 
you can visit a job currently 
in progress.

• Require a bid in writ-
ing and compare bids from 
multiple contractors before 
agreeing to any work.

• Get a written contract 
before you pay any money and 
before the work starts. Illinois 
law requires that contractors 
provide a written contract for 
any project over $1,000.

• Read the fine print. A 
contract should include a 
detailed description of the 
work, material costs, start 
and completion dates, and 
warranty information.

• Before making the final 
payment, verify that all work 
is satisfactory, any subcon-
tractors or suppliers have 
been paid, and the job site 
has been cleaned up.

BBB Alert: Don’t “fall” for autumn scams 
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AMBOY FOOD & LIQUORAMBOY FOOD & LIQUOR
Amboy Deli  HoursAmboy Deli  Hours

Mon-Sat 7  a.m. – 7  p.m.Mon-Sat 7  a.m. – 7  p.m.
Sun 8 a.m. – 6 p.m.Sun 8 a.m. – 6 p.m.

242 E. Main Street, Amboy IL. 61310

815-857-7020
Now Accepting EBT Now Accepting EBT 
Link Cards and WICLink Cards and WIC

Grocery delivery for disabled & 
senior citizens - in town only.

Summer Hours
Monday-Thursday 7 am – 9 pm
Friday & Saturday 7 am - 10 pm

Sunday 8 am – 8 pm

WEEKLY SPECIALS

HOT BUYS

PRODUCE & WEEKLY SPECIALS

Betty Crocker 
Frosting
12-16 oz

$$1199 99 
ea.

Reg. Price $2.39 ea.

$$117979
ea.

$$229999
lb.

Blue Bunny Ice 
Cream
48 oz

Keebler 
Cookies
7-15 oz Assorted

Red Radishes 
16 oz bag

Cotton Candy 
Grapes
 

Bolthouse Sweet 
Petites Carrots 
12 oz

Mann’s 
Broccoli Wokly

Sale goes through Oct. 25, 2022
10192022

Nestle Dark 
Chocolate Morsels
10 oz 

Broccoli
Wrapped

Shore Lunch  
Assorted 9 oz

Blueberries Tomatoes on 
the Vine 

Idaho Potatoes 
3 lb. bag

 

Hormel Pork Filets
1.5 lb

Pepsi Products
24 Pack Cans

Daisy Cottage 
Cheese 
Assorted 

Sale Prices Valid Oct. 19-25, 2022 – Limited Quantities – While Supplies Last

$$449999
lb.

$$999999
ea.

Reg. Price $10.99 ea.

$$3369 69 
ea.

Reg. Price $4.19 ea.

$$559999
   ea.

$$229999
Reg. Price $4.39 ea.

9999¢¢
ea.

$$119999
ea.

Reg. Price $2.79 ea.

$$224949  
Reg. Price $3.49 ea.

$$118989
ea.

$$229999  
ea.

$$449999
Reg. Price $6.99 ea.

$$1169 69 
lb.

  $$2299 99 
/pint

Chicken Breast

Lay’s Chips 
4-8 oz Assorted excludes  
Party or Family Size

$$339999
lb.

$$229999
Reg. Price $4.59 ea.

AMBOY 
DELI

AMBOY 
DELI

ea.

2/$2/$2222

Sugardale Hot 
Dogs
16 oz

$$116969
ea.

Reg. Price $1.99 ea.

$$229999  
ea.

2/2/
$$11

AMBOY 
DELI

Jumbo Baby 
Back Ribs
 

Kraft Mac and 
Cheese
5.5 - 7.3 oz 

2/$2/$33
Reg. Price $1.99 ea.

Reg. Price $4.99 lb.

New York 
Strip Steaks

$$10109999
Reg. Price $15.99 lb.

AMBOY 
DELI

Reg. Price $8.99 ea.

Gorton’s Fish 
Assorted 9-24 oz

$$669999
Reg. Price $9.29 ea.

Reg. Price $4.99 lb. Reg. Price $12.99 ea.

Any Single 
Topping 
Pizza

Betty Crocker Super 
Moist Cake Mix 
15-16 oz

$$116969
ea.

Reg. Price $2.19 ea.
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

www.Erbes-Realty.com

Over 30 Years Experience

1922 Tower 
Road, 

Sublette, IL 

Lori Erbes, GRI
Designated Managing Broker/Owner

815-535-6295
lorierbes@gmail.com

Lisa Maher
Broker

773-459-5472 
lisamaher@erbesrealty.com

Marcia Kosowski
Broker

815-582-2381
mkosowski@erbesrealty.com

Serving Amboy, Rock Falls, Sterling, Dixon, Walnut, 
Oregon, Sublette, Ashton, Rochelle, Paw Paw and ALL 

surrounding areas. Over 20 years experience.

Residential/Commercial
Land/Farm/Industrial

Jori McRae
Managing Broker

815-973-1197
www.rivercountryproperties.net

Fax:815-857-7073
jori@rivercountryproperties.net

10
25

20
21

Any type of property 
- any time of year 

(815)849-5476

10
19

20
22

Mary Lovgren, 
Realtor/Broker 
815-994-1449

Salvador Bayron, 
Realtor/Broker

312-952-3409

Bonita Willis, 
ePRO, C2EX, AHWD

Designated Managing 
Broker

Justin Wiley, 
Realtor/Broker
815-849-5476, ext 165

Nicci Leffelman, 
Realtor

815-501-0408

WHO’S WHOWHO’S WHO in Real Estatein Real Estate

Owner: James McCallister
Call for a free estimate!

815-973-6958
15% Military discount to all 

active or retired service members 
10192022

815-539-5142
northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com

Authorized Contractor. NRCA • BBB

Leak-Proof...
Guaranteed!

705 Illinois Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

TF
N

Fireplaces are useful features in a home. Fireplaces 
are sources of ambient heat and also add style to 
indoor spaces.

Fireplaces can complement just about any interior style. 
Fireplaces can be traditional and burn wood or connect to a 
home’s natural gas supply for on-demand ambiance. What’s 
more, fireplaces may come in vented or ventless varieties, 
depending on homeowners’ preferences and what is allowed 
by community building codes. That means a chimney or flue 
may not be needed - expanding the list of rooms where a 
fireplace can be installed.

Certain trends have emerged among fireplace fans in 
recent years. Here’s a look at what’s getting consumers fired 
up about these home decor elements.

· Minimalist style: Many fireplaces are designed in neutral 
colors with minimal trim that directs focus on the fire and 
not the appliance. When the fireplace is not in use, it blends 
in with surroundings and will not compete for attention with 
other design elements.

· Convertible fireplaces: Homeowners can choose between 
open or sealed fireplaces. A convertible fireplace enables 
homeowners to have the best features of these options. A 
convertible fireplace can be converted to wood from gas, or 
the opposite, in as little as 30 minutes.

· Nature-inspired materials: Natural stone continues to 
be a material of choice in fireplace surrounds. Light colors 
work well for a fireplace, and also fit with today’s lighter 
color interior design preferences. Natural stone also works 
perfectly with both contemporary and rustic decor.

· Vintage fireplaces: Vintage continues to be a buzzword 
in 2022, and the choice to go vintage also applies to fire-
place styles. A room decorated in vintage elements can be 
complemented with a vintage fireplace or one designed to 
look vintage.

Fireplace trends help create attractive, comfortable rooms

· Integrate into wall decor: Fireplaces that are built right 
into a wall save space. One can have a television and a fire-
place on the same wall. These types of fireplaces work well 
in modern home designs. Other fireplaces may be built into 

bookshelves or other wall features.
Fireplaces can improve the appeal of a home. Various 

trends are popular this year, making fireplaces highly coveted 
features.

A fully finished and 
functional base-
ment is a dream 

for many homeowners. Such 
a space, when completed, can 
serve as an entertainment 
space, a man cave, an artist’s 
studio, or any number of 
additional functions.

Despite their usefulness, 
finished basements are some-
thing of a rarity. In an anal-
ysis of data from the U.S. 
Census Bureau’s Survey of 
Construction, the National 
Association of Home Build-
ers® found that only around 
24 percent of single-family 
homes built in 2018 have 
basements. Homeowners 
who do not currently have 
a finished basement but are 
considering such a project 
can approach the remodel 
with a few key factors in 
mind. Careful consideration 
of these factors can ensure 
the project is budget-friendly 

and worthy of homeowners’ 
investments.

· Investment value: Con-
ventional wisdom among 
home renovation and real 
estate experts suggests that a 
basement remodel is best if 
done to satisfy current inhab-
itants and not necessarily to 
appeal to prospective buyers 
once the home is put up for 
sale. Remodeling magazine 
reports that a midrange 
basement remodel costing 
around $70,000 will provide 
a return of around $49,000 (or 
70 percent) at resale. Though 
that’s not a poor return on in-
vestment, homeowners who 
are remodeling a basement 
solely for the potential ROI at 
resale can find other projects 
that provide a greater return.

· Foundation: The foun-
dation of the home must 
garner ample consideration 
before beginning a basement 
remodel. Certain foundation 

issues, such as soft concrete, 
cracked or curved outside 
walls and cracks in the 
flooring, are indicative of 
significant issues with the 
foundation. These issues can 
be costly to address, and they 
must be remedied before the 
basement remodel can begin.

· Existing space: Some 
homeowners may have 
bought their homes with 

How to approach a basement remodel

partially finished basements 
or even finished areas that 
they simply want to remodel. 
In such instances, a pre-re-
model inspection from a 
licensed home inspector can 
save homeowners lots of 
money and heartache over 
the long haul. Partially fin-
ished or even aging finished 
basements might not have 
been renovated in adherence 

to codes, which could lead 
to costly violations down 
the road. An inspection in 
advance of a remodel can give 
homeowners an idea of what 
they will need to do to bring 
the basement up to code. Lo-
cal officials also can provide 
a list of necessary permits 
and a detailed description of 
requirements to ensure the 
remodeled basement adheres 
to code.

· Soil: Soil surrounding the 
home should be tested prior to 
beginning the project. Radon 
is an odorless gas found in soil 
that the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency notes can 

increase individuals’ risk for 
lung cancer. Radon can seep 
into basements and increase 
that risk even further if it is 
present at elevated levels in 
the soil surrounding a home. 
Radon tests are simple and 
inexpensive, and no basement 
remodel project should begin 
without first conducting such 
a test.

Finished basements are 
valuable spaces. Home-
owners who want to finish 
or remodel their basements 
should consider a host of 
factors before beginning the 
renovation.
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*All participants who attend an estimated 60-90-minute in-home product consultation will receive a $100 VISA Gift Card. Retail value is $100. 
Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer 
is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete 
presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this 
offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home 
consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted 
except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class 
United States Mail within 10 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. 
Offer not sponsored and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. Offer not available in the states of CA, IN, PA and MI. Expires 10/31/22.

K CKOFF THE
SEASON

KICKOFF TH
E SE

With The Best
Sale of The Y

ear

*Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own
your home, or we will clean your gutters for free

Call Today for Your
FREE Estimate!

815-673-7555

$100 VISA GI

Upon completion of appointment

FT CARD

LIFETIME NO-CLOG
WARRANTY

MADE ONSITE SPECIFICALLY
FOR YOUR HOME

THE ONLY ONE-PIECE
SEAMLESS DEBRIS
SHEDDING GUTTER SYSTEM.

SCRATCHGUARD®

PAINT FINISH

SPECIAL
FINANCING
AVAILABLE

ONLYONLY

Insta
lla

n*

Insta
lla

n*

LYONLY

a ationtallat
ion$99$99

*Subject to credit approval, with the purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub or Shower. Interest is billed during the promotional period but all interest is waived if the 
purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. There is no minimum monthly payment required during the promotional period. Safe Step 

Walk-In Tub is neither a broker nor a lender. Financing is provided through third-party lenders una�  liated with Safe Step Walk-In Tub, LLC under terms and conditions 
arranged directly between the customer and such lender. All subject to credit requirements and satisfactory completion of fi nance documents. Any fi nance terms 

advertised are estimates only. O� er available in select markets, not available in Canada. Participating dealers only. Other restrictions may apply.

Scan me

C
SLB 10

82165  N
SC

B 0
0

82999  0
0

83445

North America’s
#1 Selling Walk-In Tub

Featuring our Free Shower Package

For a limited time only with purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. 
Not applicable with any previous walk-in tub purchase. 

Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present offer at 
time of purchase. Financing available with approved credit.

Buy Now, Pay Later! 

NO PAYMENTS 
FOR 18 MONTHS!*

plus a Free Shower Package

815-345-2573
or visit BuySafeStep.com

Now you can fi nally have all of the soothing benefi ts of 
a relaxing warm bath, or enjoy a convenient refreshing 
shower while seated or standing with Safe Step 
Walk-In Tub’s FREE Shower Package! 

✓ First walk-in tub available with a customizable shower

✓ Fixed rainfall shower head is adjustable for your 
height and pivots to offer a seated shower option

✓ High-quality tub complete with a comprehensive 
lifetime warranty on the entire tub

✓ Top-of-the-line installation and service, all 
included at one low, affordable price

Now you can have the best of both worlds–there isn’t 
a better, more a� ordable walk-in tub!

Backed by a lifetime guarantee.

Stop in for your Stop in for your 
Fall Fix-ups!Fall Fix-ups!

HARDWARE & 
BUILDING MATERIAL

1 South Commercial, Amboy
815-857-2525

Hours: Mon. - Fri. 7 - 5  
Sat. 8 - 3 • Sun. 10 -1

Serving The Amboy Area For Over 100 Years 

Save Time, Save money... 10202021

• Paint
• Caulk
• Weatherstrip
• Sealers

• Rakes
• Lawn Bags
• Sheds

AND MUCH MORE!

Landscapes  a r e 
vulnerable to the 
elements during 

the cold weather months. 
Everything from de-icing 
products to hungry animals to 
the weight of snow can affect 
trees, shrubs and other plants.

Just because certain green-
ery will go dormant during 
the winter doesn’t mean 
landscape maintenance ends 
when the mercury dips. 
Homeowners can take certain 
actions to winterproof their 
properties and safeguard 
landscapes so they recover 
more readily when spring 
arrives.

Utilize barriers and 
deterrents

When resources are scarce, 
animals will be on the hunt 
for anything that’s edible, and 
that includes whatever green-
ery is growing on a landscape. 
Physical barriers in garden 
beds and around trees can 
help prevent damage caused 
by moles, voles and deer. 

Line the bottom and sides of 
garden beds with garden cloth 
to prevent ground-burrowing 
animals from getting in from 
beneath, suggests the garden-
ing resource I Must Garden.

Wrapping shrubs in burlap 
or covering them in tempo-
rary netting can deter deer, 
who will seek accessible food 
sources over the winter. Erect 
fencing around new trees to 
keep deer away from the bark 
and lower branches.

Make the yard less attrac-
tive to deer and burrowers 
by opting for fat-based suet 
cakes to feed birds rather 
than loose seeds and berries 
in feeders, which herbivores 
will enjoy. Also, don’t over-
water or mulch landscapes 
too early. The loose soil and 
warmth of the mulch may 
entice moles and voles and 
other rodents to stick around 
in those areas and feed on 
plants.

Use a safer melting 
product

Investigate options in 
snowmelt products, as tra-
ditional rock salt can injure 
buds and branches and kill 
lawns. In addition, avoid 
piling salted snow in one area 
of the landscape, as it will 
concentrate the salt in that 
spot. Spread out snow piles 
to help minimize the damage 
to delicate plants.

Secure saplings and 
juvenile plants

Harsh winds and battering 
snow can damage young 
plants. Use stakes and lattic-
es to secure them so they’ll 
be better able to withstand 
the weather, suggests Total 
Landscape Management, a 
commercial and residential 
landscaping company.

Promptly remove snow 
from branches to help trees 
and shrubs; otherwise, the 
weight of ice and snow can 
break off branches and cause 
irreparable damage.

Erect a snow barrier
Prior observation tends to 

Protect landscapes from wildlife and more over the winter

educate homeowners about 
which areas of the landscape 
are most vulnerable to snow 
drifts and blustery winds. 
During the winter, winds 
often blow in from a north-
easterly direction, but each 
homeowner can make his or 
her own assessment. Put up 

a tarp between two stakes to 
serve as a “snow fence” that 
protects vulnerable areas of 
the landscape from blowing 
snow.

Keep plants cozy
Wrap plants in burlap, gar-

den blankets and plant domes 
to insulate them from cold 

weather and some animals. 
Move container plants into 
a garage or shielded area for 
the winter.

Winter can place land-
scapes in peril. A few strate-
gies can provide protection.

Make a dining room more elegant 
for entertaining
The kitchen may be the heart of a 

home, but when it comes to en-
tertaining, a dining room - if one 

is present in a house - tends to be the prime 
gathering spot for meals.

Dining rooms may not be top on the list 
of spaces to renovate, as they tend to be used 
infrequently. But a dining room makeover 
may still be a worthy endeavor. Here are 
some simple ways to make the dining room 
more elegant and functional.

· Clear out the clutter. The first step to-
ward improving a dining room eating area 
is to remove any extraneous items from the 
space. If the dining room table is not used 
very often, it likely has become a catch-all for 
other items, such as bills, newspapers or kids’ 
homework. Rather than using the dining space 
as a makeshift office or homework station, 
invest in a rolling cart to store those papers 
and other items. Simply roll it into a closet or 
another room when it’s time to host a party.

· Hang a statement light. Few decorative 
items add as much drama and ambiance to a 
dining space as a new overhead light. People 
hear chandelier and think a bejeweled or 
crystal design. But various chandelier styles 

can fit the aesthetic of a home. The light 
will be a focal point and instantly make the 
dining area more elegant. Install the light on 
a dimmer to adjust the illumination as needed 
to set the mood.

· Invest in new linens. Purchase coor-
dinating table linens that will be used for 
special occasions. A decorative table cloth 
or table runner coupled with cloth napkins 
and placemats helps to set the scene of the 
dinner party.

· Add a piece of artwork. Many modern 
homeowners have eschewed the China cabinet 
that once was standard in dining rooms. Rather 
than a bulky piece of furniture, a large piece of 
statement-making artwork or framed photos 
over a more minimalistic buffet table or small 
service bar is preferable. Choose artwork that 
complements the colors in the space.

· Include a centerpiece. Centerpieces add 
sophistication to the table and tie into the 
event. Floral arrangements, a bowl or basket 
of fruit, pine cones or greens from outdoors, 
or collectibles like shells in a tall canister can 
serve as centerpieces.

There are many simple ways to dress up 
dining spaces and make them more elegant.



AMBOY NEWS • SEC B • PAGE 3WEDNESDAY, OCT. 19, 2022

SPORTS/LOCAL NEWS

Clipper Fans . . . 
	 	 The	Game’s	on	us!

Follow	the	entire	FALL	Season	of	Amboy	
Football	on	WRCV	River	Country	FM	101.7

Join	us	every	week	for
Amboy	Clipper	Football!

Friday,	October	21
at	West	Central	7	pm	start 

with	Josh	Dillon	and	Brian	Weidman

-Sponsored By-

10192022

• Amboy Sporting Goods
• Becker Auto Body
• Compeer Financial
• Country Financial - Brent 

Seggebrunch
• DSK Ag
• Farley’s Appliance
• First National Bank in Amboy

• Jones Funeral Homes
• Ken Nelson Auto Group
• KSB Hospital
• Meusel’s Dairy Delite
• Sensient Flavors
• Sublette Farmers Elevator
• Vaessen Bros. Chevrolet

LIVE online at nrgmediadixon.com/wixn-home

Amboy Community Unit 
School District #272

Monday, Oct. 24
 AHS Fall Play Practice-Auditorium-
 AHS Flag Practice-3:30-4:30 pm
 AHS Volleyball Regionals @ TBA

Tuesday, Oct. 25
 AHS Fall Play Practice-Auditorium-
 AJHS Art Club-Art Room-3:15-4 pm
 AJHS 5th/6th Boys Basketball (H) Rock Falls-6th-5 pm/5th-6 pm
 
Wednesday, Oct. 26
 AHS Art Club-Room 210-3:30-4:30 pm
 AHS Flag Practice-3:30-4:30 pm
 AHS Fall Play Practice-Auditorium-

Thursday, Oct. 27
 Central School Drawing Club-Art Room-3:20-4 pm
 AHS Fall Play Practice-Auditorium-
 AJHS 5th/6th Boys Basketball @ East Coloma-6th-5 pm/5th-6 pm
 AJHS 7th/8th Boys Basketball (H) East Coloma-8th-5 pm/7th-6 pm

Friday, Oct. 28
 AHS Flag Practice-3:30-4:30 pm

Clippers offense continues to pour in points
B Y  B R A N D O N 

LACHANCE
Amboy News Reporter
AMBOY – Coming into 

Week 8, coach Scott Payne 

said his Amboy-LaMoil-
le-Ohio football team needed 
to keep winning to improve 
its playoff seeding.

The Clippers listened 

to every word their coach 
said as they defeated 8-man 
football North 2 Conference 
foe, Freeport Aquin, 42-14 
on Friday in Freeport. 

BBB Alert: Don’t let prime moving 
month become a truckload of trouble 

Effective November 2022 we will be implementing a subscription price increase. This is the  
last thing we want to do, however we have seen significant price increases in paper,  

as well as all other costs. 
The new 1 year rate in Lee, Bureau and LaSalle Counties will be $46, and out of area will be $50. 

You can renew your subscription at a discounted rate thru the month of October 2022. 
Don’t wait ... contact the Amboy News today!

Sign me up for 1 year of The Amboy News print plus digital e-edition subscription at $40 - Lee, Bureau and LaSalle Counties.

Sign me up for 1 year of The Amboy News print plus digital e-edition subscription at $45 for out of area.

Make checks payable to The Amboy News. Send payments to the Amboy News at PO Box 162, Amboy, IL 61310. Or call 
our office at (815) 857-2311. Office hours are Monday and Tuesday, 8 a.m. - 4 p.m., and Friday 8 a.m. - noon.

*please make payments payable to: The Amboy News.

“Every week we want 
to get a win and increase 
the playoff seed. We did 
a really good job with the 
running game against Free-
port Aquin,” Payne said. 
“We went to our Power Trap 
numerous times because 
it’s one of our better run 
plays. It worked well for our 
running backs and it sets up 
the play-action game with 
Brennan Blaine.”

Amboy (7-1) started the 
scoring in the first quarter 
when Blaine brought in a 
16-yard scoring pass from 
sophomore quarterback Ed-
die Jones. Junior Landon 
Whelchel ran in the two-point 
conversion to give the Clip-
pers an 8-0 lead.

In the second quarter, 
Aquin got on the score board 
with a 6-yard run from Aiden 
Wolfe to cut the Clippers lead 
to 8-6.

Then the Clippers opened 
the flood gates scoring the 
next 34 points from the sec-
ond quarter until the fourth 
quarter. 

Jones ran in a 7-yard score 
to put the Clippers up 14-6 
in the second quarter. The 
quarterback then followed 
it up with a 60-yard passing 
touchdown to Blaine for his 
second of the game to give 
the Clippers a 22-6 advantage 

at halftime.
“He’s starting to settle in. 

He’s not as nervous as he 
was when he came into the 
game against Milford/Cissna 
Park in Week 4 (after starting 
quarterback Tucker Linden-
meyer was injured),” Payne 
said. “He’s understanding the 
offense and he’s throwing 
the ball better. He’s gaining 
confidence and the more con-
fidence he gains, the better 
he’s playing for us.”

The Clippers scored the 
only touchdown in the third 
quarter on a 6-yard run from 
Blaine. He finished the game 
with the receiving touch-
downs and one rushing trip 
to the end zone.

Landon Whelchel finished 
the game with over 230 yards 
and ran in the last two Clipper 
touchdowns to give them a 
42-6 lead. 

“Landon has come on in 
the last six weeks for us. He’s 
done a wonderful job,” Payne 
said. “He’s had over 100 
yards each game for us. He 
runs hard and moves forward. 
Every carry he has, it seems 
like it’s a productive gain.”

Aquin (2-6) finished the 
game with a rushing touch-
down to end the game in a 
42-14 Clipper victory.

Since the 40-30 Week 4 
loss to Milford, Amboy has 

defeated its opponents 44-0 
(Orangeville), 26-12 (Hi-
awatha), 62-8 (Prairie City), 
and 42-14 with Aquin.

“Once again, it was our de-
fensive line. They played bet-
ter and bigger than Aquin’s 
offensive line and they con-
trolled the game,” Payne said. 
“They shut down the run and 
limited the quarterback. They 
made him throw off of his 
back foot quite a few times. 

“I always tell them, ‘You 
go out there and we have to 
play from start to finish. You 
can’t go out there and quit. 
You have to play until the 
very last horn.’ They’ve done 
that and it says a lot about that 
group of kids.”

Amboy-LaMoille-Ohio 
will have to play its A-game 
every second of the contest 
in Week 9 as West Central 
comes in with an undefeated, 
8-0 record, and is one of the 
top 8-man football teams in 
the state. 

“West Central is a very 
good football team. They 
have a very fast running back 
and they run the ball often,” 
Payne said. “It’s going to be 
difficult and they’re a tough 
team. They run the option 
well and we know we have to 
shut down their running game 
if we want to win.”

ROCKFORD – The 
Better Business Bureau 
says moving scams usually 
spike in October before the 
cold weather sets in. Many 
people also choose to move 
this time of year because it 
can be less expensive than 
the summer months. The 
complaints from bad moving 
companies have consumers 
reporting everything from 
outright scams, and price 
spikes to their items being 
held hostage.

Dennis Horton, director 
of the Rockford Regional 
Office of the Better Busi-
ness Bureau says, “While 
there are many fine moving 
companies, people must 
research to secure the right 
firm for their needs to avoid 
a truckload of trouble. Most 
people hire a mover only a 
few times during their lives, 

so finding the right mover 
may be an unfamiliar process, 
leaving customers a target 
for scammers. Don’t make 
a move before you check 
BBB.org first for company 
ratings and reviews. BBB is 
a free referral source to find 
businesses you can trust.”

It’s also important for 
those considering a move to 
review a company’s website. 
If there is no address or in-
formation about a mover’s 
registration or insurance, it’s 
a red flag for customers.

Another red flag is movers 
showing up in an unmarked 
or rental truck, rather than 
a clearly marked compa-
ny-owned fleet truck.

BBB also advises to be-
ware of movers who try to 
gain your trust and persuade 
you that there is no need for 
a written contract. Without 
anything in writing, anything 
can happen. Verbal agree-
ments are meaningless when 
problems occur. Shady oper-
ators can deny responsibility 
if something goes wrong 
during the move, leaving you 
on the hook for any costs and 
damages.

BBB tips to avoid 
moving scams:

• Be wary of unusual re-
quests. If a mover asks for a 
large down payment or full 
payment in advance, that 
may indicate a fraudulent 
business. 

• Get everything in writ-
ing. Though most profession-
al movers do give quotes over 
the phone, it’s still a good idea 
to get written documentation 
of all the services you are re-
ceiving. If an estimate seems 
too good to be true, it likely 
is. Get at least two written 
estimates from different 
movers. Be sure the estimates 
are based on weight, not cubic 
feet, and opt for full-value re-
placement liability insurance. 

• Protect your posses-
sions. Make sure that you 
have full-value protection 
insurance for any lost or 
damaged possessions. Note 
that expensive items such as 
a flat-panel television may 
need additional replacement 
cost coverage if damaged in 

transit. 
• Take your valuables with 

you. Cash, coins, jewelry, 
photographs, and important 
papers should be taken with 
you or shipped separately 
using a shipping service 
with tracking numbers and 
insurance.

• Keep an inventory of 
your belongings. Having 
an inventory sheet is one of 
the best ways to keep track 
of your possessions. Label 
the boxes your belongings 
are packed in and what is 
in each box. Movers are not 
liable for lost or damaged 
contents in customer-packed 
boxes unless there is provable 
negligence on the mover’s 
part. Photos of the contents 
before packing are a great 
way to prove if damages were 
incurred during the moving 
process. 

• Ask questions. Do not 
be afraid to ask questions 
about anything you don’t 
understand. If the moving 
company either can’t or won’t 
answer your questions, look 
for another company. Trust 
matters when hiring a moving 
company. Most professional 
movers wear uniforms and 
undergo background checks.

If you encounter a scam, 
even if you don’t lose money, 
report it to the BBB Scam-
tracker to help alert others 
and protect your community.

When moving between 
states, check licensing with 
the U.S. Department of 
Transportation. An identifi-
cation number issued by the 
Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration (FMCSA) 
is required of all interstate 
moving companies, which 
can be verified at Protec-
tYourMove.org.

When moving within the 
state, contact the Illinois 
Commerce Commission for 
proper licensing and to report 
complaints.

And always check BBB.
org first for company ratings 
and reviews before you buy!

For more information, 
visit BBB.org or follow us 
@ChicagoBBB on social me-
dia. Look for the BBB seal, 
the sign of a better business.

RECYCLE! 
RECYCLE! 
RECYCLE! 

Email news items to 
tgreenfield@

amboynews.com
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ATTORNEY
Ehrmann Gehlbach Badger and Consinde 
114 E. Everett St., Suite 300 • Dixon • 815-288-4949 
www.egblc.com

AUTOMOBILE DEALERS
Vaessen Brothers Chevrolet, Inc. 
U.S. Hwy. 52 • Sublette• 815-849-5232 
www.vaessenbrothers.com

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR
Becker Autobody
33 S East Ave. • Amboy  • 815-857-2632 
Family owned and operated by Joe and Jen Dewey

AUTO SALES/TOWING
Gerdes Auto & Truck Sales & Towing, Inc. 
U.S. Hwy. 52 • Amboy  • 815-857-3722 
www.gerdessales.com

BAKERY
Local Cup and Cake 
100 S. Front St • Sublette • 815-994-1044

CAFE
Revolution Wellness 
205 E Main St. • Amboy  • 815-857-7021 
Like us on Facebook!

DETAILING
Becker Detailing
204 N. Jefferson Ave., Suite A • Amboy  
• 815-823-7697 
Like us on Facebook @BeckerDetailing

DENTIST  

Amboy Dental Group  
Dr. Joel Hochstatter, D.M.D. and  
Dr. Brandon Klein, D.D.S. 
305 E. Joe Drive, Suite 120 • Amboy 
815-857-2015

ELECTRICIAN  

Hilliker Electric 
1417 Franklin Rd. • Franklin Grove • 815-456-7036 
hillikerelectricllc.com

FARM EQUIPMENT REPAIR  

Sublette Mechanical, Inc. 
2025 Sublette Rd. • Sublette • 815-849-5223

Vaessen Implement Repair  
542 US-52, Sublette, IL 61367 • 815-849-9010

FEED/LIVESTOCK EQUIP.
Sublette Farmers Elevator 
100 W. Main St. • Sublette  • 815-849-5222

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
The First National Bank  in Amboy (FDIC) 
220 E. Main Street • Amboy  
Franklin Grove • Dixon • Monroe Center 
815-857-3625 • www.fnbamboy.com

33 S. East Ave. Amboy, IL
 beckerautobody1@gmail.com
Family owned & operated

By Joe and Jen Dewey

First State Bank 
2514 Johnson St., West Brooklyn 

815-628-3121 
Firststatebank.biz 

Member FDIC

FUNERAL HOME
Mihm-Jones Funeral Home 

303 E. Main Street • Amboy • 815-857-2611 
www.thejonesfh.com

GAS/CONVENIENCE STORES
Shell Express Lane 

342 N. Mason • Amboy

Sublette BP Gas 
508 N. Pennsylvania St. • Sublette

GOLF COURSE
 

Shady Oaks Golf Club 
Highway 52 between Amboy & Sublette 

815-849-5424

GROCERY/LIQUOR
Amboy Food and Liquor 

242 E. Main Street • Amboy • 815-857-7020

HARDWARE/LUMBER
Jones-Berry Lumber Co. 

1 S. Commercial •  Amboy  • 815-857-2525

Sublette Farmers Elevator 
100 W. Main St. • Sublette • 815-849-5222

MEMORIAL GARDENS AND 
FUNERAL HOME

 

Chapel Hill Memorial Gardens and Funeral Home 
1121 N. Galena • Dixon • 815-284-3322 

Chapelhilldixon.com

 NEWSPAPERS/PRINTING  

The Amboy News 
245 E. Main Street  •  Amboy • 815-857-2311

REAL ESTATE
Erbes Realty, LLC 

1922 Tower Road • Sublette, IL 
815-535-6295  •  Lorierbes@gmail.com

River Country Properties 
Jori McRae, Broker/Owner 

815-973-1197 • www.rivercountryproperties.net

Woodhaven Lakes Realty, Inc. 
509 LaMoille Rd. • Sublette • (815) 849-5476 

www.woodhavenlakes.com

 VETERINARY CARE
Amboy Veterinary Clinic 

315 S. Mason • Amboy • 815-857-2215

Hardware & Lumber  
Feed/Livestock Equipment

100 W. Main St. • Sublette
815-849-5222

SUBLETTE 
FARMERS 
ELEVATOR

Sales and Towing

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS

Closed Monday | Tuesday-Friday 6:30am - 2pm 
Saturday and Sunday 8am - 2pm

AMBOY — Amboy hosted 39 other 
schools in the Amboy Columbus Day 
Cross Country Invitational on Oct. 10 
at Shady Oaks Golf Course.

In the varsity boys’ race, Kyler 
McNinch was the first runner to check 
in for the Clippers in 15th place overall 
with a time of 16:45.4. Charlie Dickinson 
was next in 36th place at 17:32.5, while 
Garrett Pertell was 70th in a time of 18:50. 
Also completing the course for Amboy 
were Atticus Horner (78th, 19:02.3), 
Kelton Schwamberger (93rd, 19:22.2) 
and Jaden Haley (121st, 20:54.4).

Bryson Grant of Iroquois West was 
the overall winner in a time of 15:22.3.

Aurora Central Catholic claimed the 
team title with 67 points. Rounding out 
the top five were Eureka (105), Monti-
cello (151), Elmwood (176), Rock Falls 
(178) and Mercer County (178). The 

Clippers were ninth with 255 points.
The Lady Clippers were represented 

by four runners in the girls’ race. They 
included Natalie Pratt (96th, 24:09.8), 
Anna Carlson (101st, 24:20.4), Addison 
Pertell (114th, 25:07.9) and Samantha 
Nauman (124th, 25:35.1).

Mabry Bruhn of Monticello broke 
the tape in a time of 17:35.6.

The top five teams were Aurora Ro-
sary (78), Eureka (80), Winnebago (90), 
Elmwood (136) and Rock Falls (149).

***
Amboy’s boys were crowned con-

ference champions after racing in the 
NUIC Conference Meet on Oct. 15 at 
Pecatonica.

The Clippers scored 47 points to 
grab the top spot, followed by Polo 
(56), East Dubuque (61), Durand (69) 
and Eastland (107).

McNinch led five Amboy runners 
with a third-place overall finish in a time 
of 17:36.2. Horner crossed the finish line 
in eighth place with a time of 18:16.8, 
followed by Dickinson (12th, 18:25.8), 
Schwamberger (16th, 19:12.7) and Finley 
(21st, 20:08.3).

Aiden Ruiz of Dakota was the indi-
vidual champion with a time of 16:55.6.

Four girls competed for Amboy, 
with all four finishing within the top 13. 
Pratt turned in a time of 23:55.7, which 
was good enough for sixth place, while 
Nauman took eighth with a clocking of 
24:15.8. Also participating for the Lady 
Clippers were Carlson (10th, 24:25.1) 
and Pertell (13th, 24:44.9).

Avery Engle of East Dubuque 
grabbed individual honors with a time 
of 20:17.1, leading her team to a first-
place finish.

Amboy runners host Columbus Day invite

AMBOY – Amboy’s 
varsity volleyball team lost 
to Ashton-Franklin Center 
in three sets, 25-20, 22-25, 
28-30 on Oct. 13 at the AHS 
gym.

Lady Clippers 
lose to AFC ANNAWAN – The Amboy Lady 

Clippers have been assigned to the 
Annawan Class 1A Regional Vol-
leyball Tournament to be played Oct. 
24, 25, 26, 27.

The action will kick off on Mon-
day, Oct. 24 when the Lady Clippers 
take on Cambridge at 6 p.m. The 

winner of that match will move on 
to meet top-seeded Annawan on 
Wednesday, Oct. 26 at 6 p.m.

Two matches will be played on 
Tuesday, Oct. 25. Forreston will meet 
LaMoille and Hanover River Ridge 
will battle Morrison. The winners of 
those matches will play the second 

match on Wednesday.
The championship is slated for 

Thursday, Oct. 27 at 6 p.m.
The winner of the Annawan Re-

gional will advance to the Forreston 
Sectional to face the champion of 
the Aurora Christian Regional on 
Monday, Oct. 31 at 6 p.m. The other 

sectional participants will come from 
the Peru St. Bede and Polo regionals.

Annawan Class 1A Volleyball 
Regional 

Monday, Oct. 24 
1 – (10) Amboy [Coop] vs. (11) 

Cambridge [Coop] – 6 p.m.

Lady Clippers to compete in Annawan Regional

ROCK FALLS – The Amboy girls’ and boys’ cross 
country teams have been assigned to the Rock Falls Class 
1A Regional to be held Saturday, Oct. 22. The girls will race 
at 10 a.m. followed by the boys at 10:45 a.m.

Other teams competing in the regional are Aledo (Mercer 
County), Lanark (Eastland) [Coop], Mendota, Morrison, 
Oregon, Orion, Polo, Port Byron (Riverdale), Prophetstown 
[Coop], Rock Falls, Rock Island (Alleman), Savanna (West 
Carroll), Shabbona (Indian Creek), Sherrard, Sterling (New-
man Central Catholic) and Taylor Ridge (Rockridge).

The first seven placing teams and the first five runners who 
are not members of the advancing teams in each regional will 
advance to sectional competition. In addition, in the event the 
sixth, seventh or eighth place overall individual finisher in 
the regional is not on a qualifying team, such sixth, seventh 
or eighth place overall finisher in the individual race shall 
advance from the regional to the sectional meet.

The sectional will be held in Oregon on Saturday, Oct. 29, 
with the girls racing at 12:30 p.m. and the boys at 1:30 p.m.

Runners to compete at 
Regional Saturday
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601 601 
VEHICLES FOR SALEVEHICLES FOR SALE

10x20 Inside 
Storage,

Outside and Inside 
Storage for semi-

trucks/trailers, 
boats, campers, etc.

02092022

511 511 
STORAGE UNITSSTORAGE UNITS

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF ANNUAL 

MEETING 
The Commissioners of 
the Maple Grove Drain-
age District will hold 
their annual meeting at 
4:00 o’clock on Novem-
ber 2, 2022, at the office 
of Ehrmann Gehlbach 
Badger & Considine, 
LLC. 
The Office of Ehrmann 
Gehlbach Badger & 
Considine, LLC is locat-
ed at 114 E. Everett St., 
Suite 300, Dixon, Dixon 
Township, Lee County, 
IL. The meeting is open 
to the public. 
Tom Draper
Chairman
No. 1004
(Oct. 19, 2022)

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113 113 
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 

hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119 119 
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

JNJ JUMPERS Indoor/
Outdoor Bounce House 
Rentals Available Year 
Round. Please Call 
815-784-4256 For 
Availability or Visit us 
on Facebook.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
it’s care.

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com
 
ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

305 305 
GARAGE SALEGARAGE SALE
 
ROCHELLE: Pop 
Up Sale. 614 Lincoln 
Highway, Apt. 1. 
Costumes, furniture, 
collectibles, Snoopy, 
Fenton, glassware, 
toys, holiday décor, 
jewelry, crafts, multiple 
local artists, Thomas 
Kinkaid. Thursday, Oct. 
20 10am to 5pm; Friday, 
Oct. 21 10am to 5pm; 
Saturday, Oct. 22 HALF 
PRICE 10am to 4pm 
(Oct. 19-22)

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

FALL DECORATIONS. 
White Birch Branches 
$4 Each. Cork Screw 
Willow Branches $2 
Each. 815-393-4670

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
M o n d a y - F r i d a y 
815-562-4171(8AM-
NOON ONLY) Rochelle 
News Leader.  

405  405  
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

701 701 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

CDL DRIVER & Auger 
Cart Driver Wanted for 
Grain Hauling. Local 
Work. Call 815-716-
6681(10-20-22)

113 113 
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

AMBOY GARAGE SALE
Fri., Oct. 21 - 9 am - 5 pm
Sat., Oct. 22 - 9 am - 5 pm
Sun., Oct 23 - 9 am - 5 pm
316 W Bacon St., Amboy

2x-3x sweatshirts and t-shirts, Carhart heavy 
duty coat, Carhart jeans and shorts, Men’s 

Carhart work boots, other work boots, ladies 
size 16 jeans and shorts, ladies uniform 

smock tops XL, slacks size L, Christmas and 
Halloween decorations, pictures, flowered 

patterned full-size bed spread with pillowcase 
sham and duvet, round coffee table, fishing 

poles and rods and holders, BB gun in boxes, 
lots of stuffed bears, Honda seat, lots of glass-
ware, working vacuum cleaner with two filters, 

stereo equipment, headboard, lots of misc.

AMBOY GARAGE SALES307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

 

Ally Financing and 
GMF Financing or Leasing

* Plus Tax, title and license. Rebates applied. 
Subject to credit approval.

HIGHWAY 52 
SUBLETTE, IL 

www.vaessenbrothers.com

(815) 849-5232
1-800-227-5203

QUALITY USED CARS, TRUCKS, SUV’S & VANS

2019 Chevy 1500 Dbl Cab RST, 4WD, 
Z71, Gray.......................................$32,900
2019 Cadillac XT4 FWD, 60k Miles,  
Red .............................................. $29,000

2015 Chevy Cruze LT, Red .............$9,500
 
2014 Chevy Equinox AWD LTZ, 4cyl,  
Black.............................................$13,900

2020 Chevy Malibu Premier, 2.0L, 34k 
Miles, Dark Cherry ....................... $26,900 
2019 Chevy 2500 Crew Cab, LTZ, Diesel, 
27K Miles, Black ........................... $61,900
2019 Chevy 1500 High Country Crew 
Cab, 24k Miles, Black ................. $52,900 

2018 Chevy Equinox AWD Premier, 67K  
miles, 1-owner, Loaded, Black ..$25,900 
2017 Chevy 2500 Crew Cab, Long Box, 
4x4, LTZ, 72K Miles, Diesel, Black....$53,900
 

2019 Chevy 1500 High Country Crew Cab, 24k Miles, Black, GM Certified 
Leather Interior, Heated/Cooled Seats, Bed Liner, Sunroof & More!

2019 Chevy 1500 High Country 
Crew Cab

$52,900
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