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ROCHELLE — On 
Sunday, Oct. 30, a ground-
breaking event was held by 
Habitat for Humanity of 
Ogle County for its latest 
home in Rochelle. 

The new home at 110 
S. 9th Street will be the 
county organization’s 13th 
overall and third build in 
Rochelle. Ashlie Minton, 
a mother of four, has been 
chosen as the homeowner. 
Work on the site began in 
early October and Habitat 
is hoping to make signifi-
cant progress before winter 
comes into full swing. The 
home is slated for com-
pletion by early summer 
of 2022.

“We’re excited,” Hab-
itat Board President Gail 
Tuttle said. “We have a 
dedicated team and we’re 
going to get this started.”

Habitat is seeking do-
nations of money and 
materials and volunteers 
for the project. Those that 
are interested in helping 
can contact Habitat Ex-
ecutive Director Vanessa 
White-Broome via email at 
vanessawhite82@yahoo.
com or Tuttle at ysp867@
aol.com.

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Over 
the weekend and into Hal-
loween on Monday, Karl 
and Dhana Hansen and 
family celebrated the hol-
iday with the community 
at their home on Fourth 
Avenue.

The family-friendly 
attraction, known as Han-
sen’s Halloween House, 
invited all ages to take part 
in Halloween activities 
such as a path through the 
family’s yard that revolved 
around a murder mystery of 
‘Who killed the Stay Puft 
Marshmallow Man?’. The 
home also featured ani-
matronic decorations and 
projectors and lights set to 
a radio station with music. 

The free event took 
donations to raise money 
for the Rochelle Area 
Community Foundation 
and took food donations 
for the Rochelle Christian 
Food Pantry.

“2019 was the first time 
we did it as a fundraiser,” 
Karl said. “The last two 
years we did it, but it 
wasn’t a fundraiser due to 
COVID-19. We’ve been 
growing every year. We’ve 
been doing it like this for 

Hansen house celebrates Halloween
‘It’s a fun holiday. It brings a lot of smiles to people’s faces’

Over the weekend and into Halloween on Monday, Karl and Dhana Hansen and family celebrated the holiday 
with the community at their home on Fourth Avenue.

at least over 10 years. It 
started off on one side of 
the yard and grew across 
the yard and into the garage. 
We decided to make it a 

community event and try 
to raise funds for different 
charity groups.”

The Hansens’ yard was 
filled to the sidewalks with 

Halloween decorations, 
lights and attractions in-
cluding a graveyard and 
a swamp. Karl said the 
setup process takes about 

a month and the family 
worked on it right up until 
Halloween.

See HANSEN page 3 

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Groundbreaking held for new Rochelle home
‘We have a dedicated team and we’re going to get this started’

On Sunday, Oct. 30, a groundbreaking event was held by Habitat for Humanity of Ogle County for its latest 
home in Rochelle. The new home at 110 S. 9th St. will be the county organization’s 13th overall and third build 
in Rochelle. Mayor John Bearrows (above) was present for the ceremony.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

“We’ll need building 
materials and the cost of 
those is high,” White-
Broome said. “We always 
need donations. It’s been 
hard for us to have fund-
raisers in the past few 
years. Donations are al-

ways appreciated and go 
directly to the build. Ev-
erything goes towards our 
mission. If people want to 
donate building materials, 
they can contact us and ask 
what we need. That helps 
greatly. We need volun-

teers. The more bodies we 
have on this, the quicker 
we can get this build put 
together. They don’t have 
to have a special skill level. 
We have skilled people that 
will help and supervise.”

Habitat Board Member 

and Construction Lead 
Don Roberts said the 
foundation of the home is 
complete and the next steps 
are back filling, decking 
and framing. 

See HOME page 5
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The 2023 From The Heart Cash Calendars 
are NOW AVAILABLE!!

The proceeds of the sale of the  calendars 
benefit our From The Heart recipients: 

Pegasus Special Riders, Rochelle Christian 
Food Pantry, HOPE, Focus House, Shining Star 

Children’s Advocacy 
Center, CASA, Rochelle Area 

Community Foundation, Hub City 
Senior Center & Rochelle Rotary.

OUR CHARITIES 
NEED OUR 
SUPPORT 

NOW MORE 
THAN EVER!

YES! Send me my 2023 From The Heart Cash Calendar!  
(Please Print) 

    NAME: ______________________________________________ 
   ADDRESS: ___________________________________________
   CITY, STATE, ZIP:  ____________________________________
   PHONE:  _____________________________________________
   NUMBER OF CALENDARS: _________________________
 Clip and mail this form along with $23 

($20 per calendar plus $3 per calendar postage) to: 
 Rotary Calendar, PO BOX 372, Rochelle, IL 61068

For Just $20 you have a chance to be one of
365 DAILY WINNERS TOTAL CASH PRIZES $18,250

PLUS Each Calendar Has VALUABLE LOCAL COUPONS

Here are 3 Ways to Purchase Your 
2023 From The Heart Cash Calendar!

• ONLINE: Go to http://fromtheheartrochelle.org and click on 
CASH CALENDARS. Once the calendar is purchased we will mail it out to 
you! Shipping and processing fees will be added to cost.

• IN PERSON: You can pick up a 2023 From The Heart Cash 
Calendar TODAY at the following locations:
     In Rochelle at: First State Bank, Stillman Bank, HOPE Chest, 
Dimond Bros. Insurance and Hub City Senior Center 
     In Oregon at: Merlin’s 
     In Dixon at: Shining Star 
    
• • BY MAIL: Fill out the form below and send it in to us and we will mail a 
2023 From The Heart Cash Calendar to you! 
Shipping fees are added to cost.

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — On 
Monday morning, the City 
of Rochelle and Rochelle 
Municipal Utilities hosted 
a ribbon cutting ceremony 
for the completion of their 
Well 4 project on Second 
Avenue, a $1.87 million 
investment in Rochelle’s 
water infrastructure. 

The cash-funded proj-
ect began in 2018 and 
navigated the pandemic, 
supply chain issues and 
a workforce shortage. It 
features a new, larger well 
house and state-of-the-art 
equipment that will work 
to ensure clear water pro-
duction for residents of 
Rochelle. 

“This is another amaz-
ing project for the city,” 
Mayor John Bearrows 
said. “Since I’ve been 
mayor, I’ve been able to 
attend a lot of ribbon cut-
tings and groundbreakings 
and all of those things. 
That shows how the city 
has always had the fore-
sight to think ahead. When 
it comes to the radium 
removal portions and all 
the things we’ve seen with 

that, it’s just amazing that 
we are able to stay ahead 
of the curve when it comes 
to our infrastructure. And 
that applies to a lot of 
different infrastructure, all 
of the things that people 
can sometimes take for 
granted.”

Bearrows thanked city 
council members for their 
support of the project and 
City Manager Jeff Fiegen-
schuh and city staff for 
their work on Well 4.

“All these parts come 
together because of our 
city staff,” Bearrows said. 
“We’ve been able to use 
many grants in our work at 
the city, and we wouldn’t 
get those without our 
staff. That’s a huge part 
of being able to better our 
infrastructure position. 
Everyone has done an 
amazing job and I’m very 
thankful.”

Fiegenschuh said the 
Well 4 project is an exam-
ple of the emphasis that the 
city places on its values 
of core service delivery 
and quality of life. The 
city manager thanked the 
project’s leaders, Adam 
Lanning and Jay Mulhol-
land of RMU and Project 

City hosts ribbon cutting for Well 4 project
‘In 50 years, your hard work and dedication will still be here’

Engineers Noah Carmi-
chael and Jason Stoll of 
Fehr Graham. 

The project was fin-
ished in a timely manner, 
despite the unprecedented 
circumstances that went 
on during its planning and 
construction, Fiegenschuh 
said.

“I’ve worked in city 
government for 20 years 

and this project was one 
of the most complex be-
cause of the environment 
we found ourselves in,” 
Fiegenschuh said. “Think 
about the fact that each 
of you were part of this 
project that is bigger than 
any one individual. In 50 
years, your hard work and 
dedication will still be 
here. This will still be here 

and you’ll have an imprint 
on the community.”

Stoll said it was a good 
feeling to attend the ribbon 
cutting Monday and to see 
the project completed.

“The previous facility 
was about 100 yards away 
and about the size of a big 
closet,” Stoll said.  “The 
building we’re in today 
represents the latest, state-

of-the-art equipment and 
the best technology we 
can find to produce clean 
water for the people of 
Rochelle. This was a team 
effort. We want to thank 
everyone at the city. These 
are fun projects for us. It’s 
right in our backyard and 
it benefits the community. 
That’s what we’re in busi-
ness for.”

On Monday morning, the City of Rochelle and Rochelle Municipal Utilities hosted a ribbon cutting ceremony 
for the completion of their Well 4 project on Second Avenue, a $1.87 million investment in Rochelle’s water 
infrastructure. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

ROCHELLE — At 
a Habitat for Humanity 
of Ogle County ground-
breaking ceremony Sun-
day, Oct. 30 in Rochelle, 
St. John’s Church of Ash-
ton presented a donation 
of quilts to Ashlie Minton 
and her four children, 
Habitat’s newest family. 
The home has begun 

construction and is slated 
to be completed by next 
summer.

“We’ve been blessed 
to have the women that 
quilt at St. John’s Church 
in Ashton make special 
quilts that they pray over 
and pass onto our families 
that work with Habitat,” 
Habitat for Humanity of 

Ogle County Executive 
Director Vanessa White-
Broome said. “We’re 
blessed again today to 
share these quilts with 
Ashlie and her children. 
They put so much time 
and effort into them. We’re 
appreciative of the support 
of St. John’s and everyone 
else in the community.”

St. John’s Church of Ashton donates 
quilts to newest Habitat family

At a Habitat for Humanity of Ogle County groundbreaking ceremony Sunday, 
Oct. 30 in Rochelle, St. John’s Church of Ashton presented a donation of quilts to 
Ashlie Minton and her four children, Habitat’s newest family. 

(COURTESY PHOTO)

ROCHELLE – Resi-
dents living in and around 
the Rochelle area can learn 
about their risk for cardio-

vascular disease, osteopo-
rosis, diabetes and other 
chronic, serious conditions 
with affordable screenings 

Health screenings coming Nov. 16
by Life Line Screening. The 
REC Center will host this 
community event on Nov. 
16. The site is located at 802 
Jones Road in Rochelle.

Screenings can check 
for: The level of plaque 
buildup in your arteries, 
related to risk for cardio-
vascular disease, stroke 
and overall vascular health, 
HDL and LDL cholesterol 
levels, diabetes risk and 
kidney and thyroid function 
and more.

Screenings are afford-
able and convenient. Free 
parking is also available.   
Special package pricing 
starts at $159, but consul-
tants will work with you 
to create a package that is 
right for you based on your 
age and risk factors. 

Call 1-877-237-1287 or 
visit our website at www.
lifelinescreening.com. 
Pre-registration is required.
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“It’s a fun holiday,” 
Karl said. “It brings a 
lot of smiles to people’s 
faces. My wife is a teacher 
and I work in a cemetery, 
so go figure. It just kind 
of kept growing. I guess 
it’s our art form. We 
have projectors in all 
the windows so there’s 
different scenes going 
up in the house. We’ve 
been doing this for quite 
a while. My wife was the 

one who came up with 
the creative thing of the 
murder mystery. I added 
the radio station because 
it seemed interesting and 
I always liked the house 
on the other side of town 
that does that around 
Christmas. We did it with 
a projector instead.”

During the rest of the 
year, the Hansens’ storage 
area is filled with Hallow-
een items. They incor-
porate vehicles and their 
garage into the spooky 

setup around Halloween.
“We got a barrel from 

Kennay Farms Distilling 
for decoration,” Hansen 
said. “It pours ‘boo bon’ 
into a skeleton’s mouth. 
We decorate our sprin-
klers. Everything.”

The purpose of Han-
sen’s Halloween House 
is to give kids and the 
community something to 
enjoy around the holiday, 
Karl said. Dhana sees a 
lot of her students come 
to enjoy the event. 

“It’s fun to watch ev-
eryone’s reactions,” Karl 
said. “Minivans full of 
kids will pull up just to 
come to our house. I think 
in 2019 we had 500+ peo-
ple come through. The last 
two years were less, but 
last year picked up quite 
a bit after COVID-19. We 
expect about the same this 
year and we’ve had a lot 
of publicity. We’ve had a 
lot of people come by at 
night and watch the show 
with the radio station on.”

R A C F  E x e c u t i v e 
Director Emily Anaya 
thanked the Hansen fam-
ily for their work to raise 
money for the foundation.

“It is an honor to be 
the recipient of donations 
made to the Hansen’s 
Halloween House this 
year,” Anaya said. “We 
appreciate that the Han-
sen Family has found a 
creative way to fundraise 
while delivering a spooky 
family experience for all. 
It just shows how much 

they, and others, truly care 
and support our Rochelle 
community.”

Putting on the attrac-
tion is a bonding expe-
rience for the Hansen 
family. They have family 
members come into town 
that help with setup. 

“We already have our 
theme for next year, 
which is iconic movie 
scenes,” Karl said. “We 
have other themes we’d 
like to feature in the 
future.”

The family-friendly attraction, known as Hansen’s Halloween House, invited all ages to take part in Halloween activities such as a path through the family’s yard that 
revolved around a murder mystery of ‘Who killed the Stay Puft Marshmallow Man?’. The home also featured animatronic decorations and projectors and lights.

(PHOTOS BY JEFF HELFRICH)

HANSEN: Halloween House provides entertaining experience

ROCHELLE — The 
Roberts Armory World 
War II museum will be 
open from 1-4 p.m. on 
Sunday, Nov. 6. 

The Higgins Boat will 
be available for viewing, 
weather permitting. The 
museum displays artifacts 
from WWII, specializ-
ing in the history of the 
70th Tank Battalion, 10th 

Mountain Division and lo-
cal area veterans of WWII. 

The museum is open 
to the public three times 
each year: Memorial Day, 
the Lincoln Highway 
Heritage Festival and the 
Sunday before Veterans 
Day. There is no admission 
charge. The museum ad-
dress is 2090 Brush Grove 
Road, Rochelle. 

To find the museum, 
go to the intersection of 
Illinois Route 251 and 
Intermodal Drive in Ro-
chelle (an Army truck is 
at this intersection.) Just 
follow the signs, west 
about three miles to the 
museum. 

More information is 
available at http://www.
robertsarmory.com

Roberts Armory WWII Museum 
open Nov. 6 for Veterans Day

The Roberts Armory World War II museum will be open from 1-4 p.m. on Sunday, 
Nov. 6. 

(COURTESY PHOTO)

ROCHELLE — Spe-
cial thanks to Wills Chiro-
practic for joining with the 
America 250 Commission 
and the Rochelle Chapter, 
Daughters of the Amer-
ican Revolution to bring 
attention to the upcoming 
250th birthday of the Unit-
ed States on July 4, 2026. 

Wills Chiropractic has 
been hosting the Patriot 
Tree for the month of Oc-
tober. Ornaments on the 
Rochelle DAR’s Patriot 
Tree recognize some of 
the men and women who 
aided the cause of the 
American Revolution - not 
only those who signed the 
Declaration of Indepen-
dence, pledging their lives, 
fortunes and sacred honor, 
but also including those 
who served as soldiers and 
sailors, those who aided the 

Wills Chiropractic 
hosts DAR Patriot Tree

Shown left to right: Andrew Ludeman, Katie 
Kilburn and Bryan Wills.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

military, those who were 
elected officials, and those 

taking an oath of allegiance 
to the new republic. 

ROCHELLE — The 
City of Rochelle plans 
to host a fall electron-
ics recycling drop-off 
and pumpkin smash on 

Saturday, Nov. 5 from 8 
a.m. to noon for Rochelle 
residents only at the city 
street department at 251 
E. 1st. Ave.

Don’t trash your pump-
kins, smash them. Com-
post your pumpkins at 
this event. Please remove 
decorations, candles, etc.

City hosting fall electronics recycling 
drop-off and pumpkin smash Nov. 5

1751 Melugins Grove Rd Steward, IL 60553

dachsies to 
Boarding And Grooming

Trust with a Groomer is 
important - our Groomer has 
over 10 years experience & 

expertise.

PP

ROCHELLE
VETERINARY HOSPITAL

A Full-Service Clinic

www.rochellevet.com
Lobby Hours:
Mon-Fri 8-5
Sat 8-noon

(815) 562-5207
1381 N. 7th St., Rochelle

• Experienced Groomer
• Boarding and Daycare
• Surgical Laser
• X-ray

• Gas Anesthetic
• On-site Laboratory
• Geriatric Care
• Dentistry

Compassionate, quality care  
for your companion.
Dr. Nicole Marquardt  
Dr. Lynn Deets

Space 

Available

Peppermint _
Are you looking to freshen up your home with a 
new family member? My name is Peppermint 
and I’m the girl for the job! I came to Tails all the 
way from Oklahoma, where I was found homeless and raising my puppies alone. Luckily, an 
amazing foster home at Tails took me in for me to raise my kids. My foster family say that I was 
the best momma they’ve ever had, sweet and tender with their kids. Now that they are all ready 
to start their lives, I’m waiting for a chance to start mine. I dream of a home where I can be your 
world, I can cuddle on the couch with you and maybe beg for a nibble of those delicious snacks 
you humans always seem to have. I had a little bit of a hard life before coming up to Tails, so new 
people make me a little nervous at first, but once I let you in, I promise I’m the sweetest girl you’ll 
ever meet. I just need someone to help me forget my past and give me a future. I can’t wait to 
meet you.Come check me out! Come on down to Tails and meet me!

B
R

O
U

G
H

T
 T

O
 Y

O
U

 B
Y

:

PET OF 
THE WEEK

Did you 
Know?

Dogs actually do sweat, but 
only through the  

pads on their paws.

815.758.2457
www.tailshumanesociety.orgwww.tailshumanesociety.org

Call Andrew 
Heiserman at 

815-561-2123 to 
advertise on the 
Pet of the Week 

Page!
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Rochelle IL
We Accept Most 
Insurances and
Patients Without 

Insurance

Mon: 7:30 - 6pm, Wed: 7:30 - 6pm, Thurs: 8 - 1pm, Fri: 7:30 - 4pm
Some Saturday appointments available

11
04

20
20

We are now offering
LIPO MINO MIX injections

Introductory price $25 
Call for an Appointment! 
This lipotropic combination of B12 and 

methionine, an essential amino acid and 
other B vitamins can promote: 

Increase Fat metabolism 
Boost  Energy Level

Reduce appetite 

@unityhospice

CALL UNITY:
(815) 561-8866

915 N. Caron Rd.
Rochelle, IL

• Care provided by the entire hospice 
team: physician, nurse, social worker, 
certified nursing assistant, chaplain, 
dietitian, pharmacist, and volunteers.

• Care is individualized and based on 
the patient’s and family’s goals of 
comfort and quality of life.

• Supplies, equipment and medications.
• Service where the patient resides.
• Specialize in pain & symptom 

management.
• Spiritual enrichment and bereavement 

counseling.
• Ancillary Therapies: Music, Physical/

Occupational, Speech, Massage, Pet, 
etc.

• Ability to provide education to 
caregivers and family members.

• On-call nurse available 24/7.
• Volunteers providing special attention 

and stimulation.
• Assistance with advance directives 

and community support.
• Provide Education to those we  

care for

WHO IS  
UNITY HOSPICE?

07012020 BUSINESSBUSINESS
SPOTLIGHTSPOTLIGHT

ANDERSON
Plumbing & Heating, Inc.

Like on on Facebook
Lic# 055-013999

621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784

Plumbing, Heating, Air 
Conditioning, Drinking water 

systems, Water Heaters, 
Softeners, Iron Filters & More.

One Less Thing To Worry About
Since 1976

Sat. 9am-5pm, Sun. 10am-4pm

Mercyhealth Indoor Sports Center
8800 E. Riverside Blvd.

rockfordcraftshow.com

8th Annual

Nov. 12th & 13th
Hand

Crafted
Show

Obituaries

ROCHELLE — John 
Wesley Atkinson, 86, 
passed away on Oct. 30 at 
the Rochelle Community 
Hospital. He was born on 
Jan. 1, 1936, in Big Mound 
Township, the son of Wil-
liam and Inez (Cantrell) 
Atkinson. John married 
Norma Capes on Aug. 28, 
1954.

John worked for Del 
Monte for over 33 years. 
He loved spending time 
with family, especially at 
cookouts. He was very fond 
of spending time outside, 
mowing lawns and playing 
softball with the kids and 
grandkids.

John is survived by 
his wife, Norma; three 
children, Susan (Mark) 
LeMay of Hillcrest, Cindy 
Goldman of Ashton and 
David Atkinson of Oregon; 
eight grandchildren, John 

(Trisha) Vaughn, Chris-
ti (Dan) Batsch, Amber 
(James) Schuster, Amy 
(Jason Breeden) Goldman, 
William “Bo” Goldman, 
Emily Goldman, John 
David (Mandy) Atkinson 
and Mandi Atkinson; two 
brothers, Grover Atkinson 
and Andy (Laura) Atkin-
son; one sister, Louella 
(Doug) Blackburn; 17 
great-grandchildren; four 
great-great grandchildren; 
and many nieces and neph-
ews.

John is preceded in death 
by his parents; an infant 
child, Johnny Lee Atkin-
son; two sisters, Irene For-
ristall and May Pierce; three 
brothers, Donald Atkinson, 
Lester Atkinson and Ray 
Atkinson; son-in-law, Paul 
Goldman; and great-grand-
son Dakota Piper.

Visitation will be on 

Friday, Nov. 4 from 5-7 
p.m. at the Unger Horner 
Funeral Home, 400 N. 6th 
St., Rochelle.

Funeral mass will be 
celebrated at 11 a.m. on 
Saturday, Nov. 5 at St. Pat-
rick Catholic Church, 244 
Kelley Drive, in Rochelle 
with Father Jesus Domin-
guez officiating. Interment 
will follow at the Ashton 
Cemetery. Memorials may 
be directed to St. Patrick 
Catholic Church Please 
sign the online guest book 
at www.UngerHorner.com

John Wesley Atkinson
ROCHELLE — On 

Oct. 25 at 7:46 p.m. 
Amanda Hagadus, 40, of 
Rochelle was arrested for 
violating an order of pro-
tection and transferred.

On Oct. 25 at 6:51 a.m. 
Joseph E. Coons, 50, of 
Chesterton, Indiana was 
cited for disobeying a 
traffic control device. 
He signed a promise to 
comply and was given a 
Dec. 16 Rochelle court 
date.

On Oct. 26 at 9:34 a.m. 
Anmarie R. Kuntz, 32, of 
Rochelle was arrested for 
criminal trespass to res-
idence and transferred.

On Oct. 26 at 3:23 
p.m. a 16-year-old male 
juvenile of Rochelle was 
arrested for unlawful 
possession of ammuni-
tion and transferred.

On Oct. 26 at 3:33 p.m. 

Richard W. Major, 55, of 
Rochelle was arrested on 
an Ogle County warrant 
and transferred.

On Oct. 27 at 5:31 p.m. 
Dakota S. Ryun, 28, of 
Rochelle was arrested on 
an Ogle County warrant 
and transferred.

On Oct. 29 at 10:37 
a.m. a 16-year-old male 
juvenile of Rochelle was 
cited for failure to yield 
right of way. He signed 
a promise to comply and 
was given a Dec. 16 Ro-
chelle court date.

On Oct. 30 at 1:04 
a.m. Elias Xelhua, 35, 
of Rochelle was arrested 
for domestic battery and 
transferred.

On Oct. 30 at 11:05 
a.m. Shelby Westart, 29, 
of Chicago was cuted 
for speeding 35 m.p.h. 
or more. She signed a 

OREGON — On Oct. 
26 at approximately 6:35 
p.m. deputies conducted 
a traffic stop in the 15,700 
block of East Creston 
Road. After a brief inves-
tigation, deputies arrested 
Matthew E. White, 33, 
of Rochelle, for driving 
while license suspend-
ed. White was taken into 
custody without incident 
and released on a $2,500 
individual bond with a 
return court date set. White 
was additionally cited for 
no lights when required. 

On Oct. 27 at approxi-
mately 10:30 p.m. deputies 
initiated a traffic stop on 
Interstate 39 at mile marker 
101 for illegal window tint.  
Upon further investigation, 
deputies arrested Arabany 

Valle, 36, of Rockford, for 
driving while her license 
was suspended. Valle was 
released on an individual 
bond with a future court 
date given. 

On Oct. 28, at approxi-
mately 11:47 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop in 
the 4,000 block of North 
Illinois Route 251. Upon 
further investigation, dep-
uties placed Ruben A. 
Romero-Carreno, 39, of 
Rockford, under arrest for 
driving under the influence 
of alcohol. Romero-Carre-
no was transported to the 
Ogle County Jail without 
incident and held in lieu 
of bond. Romero-Carreno 
was additionally cited for 
Improper lane usage and 
operating an uninsured 

motor vehicle.
On Oct. 28 at 7:32 p.m. 

deputies conducted a traffic 
stop at U.S. Highway 52 
and South Freeport Road. 
As a result, Jamie W. 
Howard, 38, of Durand was 
arrested for driving while 
license revoked. Howard 
was additionally issued 
citations for operating an 
uninsured motor vehicle 
and no rear registration 
light. Howard was trans-
ported to the Ogle County 
Jail and held in lieu of bond.

On Oct. 28 at approxi-
mately 10:29 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop in 
the 15,000 block of West 
Brick Church Road. After 
investigation, deputies 
placed Nathaniel Davis, 
19, of Sterling under arrest 
for no valid driver’s license 
and a valid Lee County 
contempt of court failure 
to appear warrant. Davis 
was additionally issued a 
citation for operating an 
uninsured vehicle. Davis 
was released on an I-Bond 
for the no valid driver’s 
license and held in lieu of 
bond for the Lee County 
warrant.

On Oct. 29 at approxi-

mately 2:39 a.m. deputies 
responded to the intersec-
tion of East High Road 
and Junction Road, for a 
reported vehicle accident. 
Upon arrival, deputies 
located a disabled and 
unoccupied Ford Fusion. 
During the investigation, 
deputies discovered that 
Alex J. Anderson, 19, of 
Davis, Illinois, was trav-
eling east on High Road 
when he failed to reduce 
speeds to avoid an accident. 
Anderson was located and 
placed under arrest for 
aggravated driving under 
the influence, driving under 
the influence and driving 
while license suspended. 
Anderson was additionally 
cited for failure to reduce 
speed to avoid an accident 
operating an uninsured 
motor vehicle. Anderson 
was transported to the 
Ogle County Jail without 
incident, where he was held 
without bail, pending an 
appearance before a judge.

On Oct. 29 at approxi-
mately 12:49 a.m. deputies 
responded to a check wel-
fare of a male passed out 
in a vehicle in the middle 
of the roadway near the 

Ogle County Sheriff’s Department

intersection of Pines Road 
and Lowell Park Road. The 
vehicle then fled the scene 
and came to a stop approxi-
mately one mile west of the 
intersection. After investi-
gation, deputies placed Da-
vid Bergeson, 40, of Polo 
under arrest for aggravated 
driving under the influence, 
possession of a controlled 
substance (cocaine), driv-
ing under the influence 
and driving while license 
suspended. Bergeson was 
additionally issued cita-
tions for improper parking 
on the roadway, fleeing 
to elude a police officer, 
improper lane usage and 
operating an uninsured 
vehicle. Bergeson was 
transported to the Ogle 
County Jail where he was 
held pending a court ap-
pearance in front of a judge.

On Oct. 29 at approxi-
mately 9:03 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop at 
the intersection of Mount 
Morris Road and Midtown 
Road. After investigation, 
deputies placed David 
Zeller, 61, of Leaf River 
under arrest for driving 
while under the influence 
of alcohol. Zeller was 
also issued citations for 
speeding 35 m.p.h. over 
the posted speed limit and 
improper container driv-
er. Zeller was transported to 
the Ogle County Jail where 
he was held in lieu of bond.

On Oct. 29 at approxi-
mately 1:55 p.m. deputies 
along with Stillman Valley 
Fire and EMS responded to 
the intersection of North 
Meridian Road and East 
Scott Road for the report 
of a two-vehicle accident. 

After investigation, it was 
learned that a black Dodge 
van, driven by Heather Lee, 
43, of Stillman Valley, was 
northbound on Meridian 
Road when it rear ended a 
silver Chrysler van, driven 
by Stuart Johnson, 59, of 
Stillman Valley. Lee and 
two juvenile occupants 
were transported to Swed-
ish American Hospital 
for non-life threatening 
injuries. Johnson was also 
transported to Swedish 
American Hospital for 
non-life threatening in-
juries.  Lee was cited for 
failure to reduce speed to 
avoid an accident.

On Oct. 31 at approxi-
mately 12:18 a.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop in 
the 9,000 block of North 
Meridian Road. After in-
vestigation, deputies ar-
rested Kaylie Barber, 33, of 
Stillman Valley, for driving 
while license revoked. 
Barber was also issued a 
citation for operating an 
uninsured motor vehicle. 
Barber was transported 
to the Ogle County Jail 
where she was held in lieu 
of bond.

On Oct. 31 at approxi-
mately 6:36 p.m. deputies 
initiated a traffic stop at 
403 E. 3rd St. in Leaf River 
for a speeding violation. 
Upon further investigation, 
deputies arrested Kraig 
Lindquist, 44, of Leaf Riv-
er, for driving while license 
suspended. Lindquist was 
released on an individual 
bond with a future court 
date given. 

All individuals are con-
sidered innocent until 
proven guilty.

Deputies respond to reported vehicle accident

Rochelle Police Department

Officers make arrests

promise to comply and 
was givena. Dec. 16 Ro-
chelle court date.

On Oct. 30 at 11:41 
a.m. Philip J. Horvath, 
19, of Rochelle was cited 
for speeding 35 m.p.h. or 
more. He signed a prom-
ise to comply and was 
givena. Dec. 16 Rochelle 
court date.

All individuals are 
considered innocent until 
proven guilty.
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A Tribute To
Joseph E. Dvorak

US Air Forece/WWII
His Daughter, Kathy 

Personette

A Tribute To
Jimmy Broderick

US Army/Vietnam/
Agent Orange

Widow, Jan Broderick

A Tribute To
Clinton E. Strouse

US Army 
Your Love Family

A Tribute To
Wayne E. Suter

US Navy 1-51 to 11-54 
DD787-BT

Your Wife of 60+ Years, 
Rudy & Family

A Tribute To
Gary Hassler

US Army/1971-1973
His Wife Judy and Sons, 
Mat and Andy and Their 

Families

A Tribute To
Ronnie O’Sullivan

US Army-Vietnam
The OʼSullivan Family 

With Love

A Tribute To
Charles Snyder

US Navy
WW II & Korea

We Love You!
– The Schnorr Family

A Tribute To
Grant “Fuzz” Riggs

US Army WW II, European 
1943-1945 Wounded Aug. 23 in 

Germany, Deceased
James William

A Tribute To
Spec. 4 Jim Grygiel

US Army, Berlin German 
279th STA. Hospital

Jim, Jenny, Alex & Cian 
Grygiel

A Tribute To
Henry E. Ehmen

Air Force/WWII
Your Loving Family

A Tribute To
John V. Ehmen Sr.

US Army/WWII
Your Loving Family

A Tribute To
Robert E. Personette
US Marine Corps/Korean 

War
His Wife, Kathy Personette 

Love You, Bob

Remember Your VeteranRemember Your Veteran
Veteran’s Day, Nov. 11 is a special day to honor America’s Veterans, living and deceased. Honor Veteran’s Day, Nov. 11 is a special day to honor America’s Veterans, living and deceased. Honor 

your veteran with a photo to be published on Wednesday, November 9th, 2022.your veteran with a photo to be published on Wednesday, November 9th, 2022.

A Tribute to

John Smith
US Army/WW II
From His Wife

Mary Smith

We Salute Those Who 
Have Served Our Country

(Members of Armed Forces Past or Present)

Cost: $10.00
Deadline Mon., Nov. 7th at noon

To remember your veteran fill out the form below, enclose your picture and check for $10.00 and mail or drop off at:

211 Hwy. 38 East
Rochelle, IL 61068

815-562-4171

A Tribute to:  _____________________________________________________________________________________
Branch of Service/War:  ____________________________________________________________________________
From:  ___________________________________________________________________________________________
Person Placing Ad (Name, Address & Phone):  _________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Check for $10.00 is enclosed:

10
16

20
22

From page 1

Volunteers will be 
needed starting the first 
weekend in November. 

Minton and her family 
will be a part of the home’s 
construction as part of 
Habitat’s “sweat equity” 
process. Habitat prides it-
self on its policy of “hands 
up, not a hand-out.” Those 
that receive homes make 
mortgage payments to 
Habitat. The organization 
stays engaged throughout 
the mortgage and pro-
vides counseling on how 
to pay for and maintain a 
home. Those that apply 
for Habitat homes are 
usually unable to receive 
a loan due to credit issues. 

Minton and her fam-
ily attended Sunday’s 
groundbreaking event and 
carried out the ceremony 
with Tuttle and Rochelle 
Mayor John Bearrows.

“I think I speak for us 
all when I say we’re very 
excited to be doing this,” 
Minton said. “Thank you 
everybody. This is a really 
big deal for us.”

Habitat’s last new 
home was built in Ro-
chelle on the same block. 
Bearrows said that during 
that process, he was 
“amazed” at the volun-
teerism, organization and 
willingness of everyone 
involved to step up. 

“What’s unique about 
this is that it impacts a 
very specific group,” 

HOME: Habitat for Humanity begins new project in Rochelle

Ashlie Minton, a mother of four, has been chosen as the homeowner. Work on the site began in early October and Habitat is hoping to 
make significant progress before winter comes into full swing. The home is slated for completion by early summer of 2022.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

Bearrows said. “A family. 
That makes this very spe-
cial. From the city’s stand-
point, we want to welcome 
you to our community. If 
you have problems, I want 
to know about it so we 
can get them fixed. I’m 
just very excited about it. 
Thank you to Habitat for 

Humanity. They change 
peoples’ lives one house 
at a time. And that’s an 
amazing, amazing feat. 
The city is thankful to be 
a small part of it.”

White-Broome said 
Habitat’s projects in Ro-
chelle have seen success 
and have been supported 

by the city, local busi-
nesses and individuals 
in town. Along with new 
home builds, Habitat 
takes part in Brush with 
Kindness projects that 
include adding ramps and 
making other improve-
ments to homes of those 
in need. 

“We’re blessed to con-
tinue to have a lot of the 
local merchants help us 
like ALM Cabinetry, 
CNS Flooring, Anderson 
Plumbing and more,” 
Broome said of Habitat’s 
work in Rochelle. “All 
those businesses will 
come together and help us. 

We’re lucky that we have 
people that come forward 
and help us as volunteers. 
The donation of materials 
is always helpful. We 
try to keep the cost of 
the house down. We’re 
excited to work with this 
family. Her kids are going 
to be able to play outside.”
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Guest column

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages responsible letters to 
the editor on subjects of interest to our readers. Editing may be 
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas 
will not be altered. All letters must bear the handwritten signature 
of the writer and include address and phone number or e-mail 
address for verification purposes. Neither the street address nor 
phone number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly 

handwritten, and no anonymous letters will be published. Any 
letters from boards or organizations must include at least one 
name of an individual. Any criticism of public officials should 
be limited to issues related strictly to their position or actions 
made in office, as personal attacks will not be published. Letters 
involving private disputes between the writer and a business 
will not be published. Political endorsements will be published, 

however letters  rom candidates endorsing themselves will not be 
printed. Letters may be dropped at the News-Leader office (211 IL 
Route 38 East), mailed to the News-Leader (P.O. Box 46, Rochelle, 
IL 61068) or e-mailed (news@rochellenews-leader.com.) The 
News-Leader reserves the right to edit or reject any letter to the 
editor for any reason, and letters chosen for publication do not 
necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

IL Sen. Brian Stewart
M104A State House
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0180

U.S. Con. Adam 
Kinzinger
1218 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-3635

* Denotes Chairman/President

IL Rep. Tom Demmer
314 Capitol
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

Richard
Guebert Jt.

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes  bhayes@rochelleil.us
Rosaelia Arteaga  rarteaga@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                       dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
John Gruben  jgruben@rochelleil.us

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Dave Casey  dcillini94@gmail.com
Steve Builta  sbuilta@gmail.com
Ashley Jackson                      ajackson@d231.rochelle.net
Stephanie White                        swhite@d231.rochelle.net
Eric Van Hise  eric.vanhise@gmail.com
Trisha Vaughn                                      jrvtlv02@msn.com
Javier Zepeda  jzepeda@rthsd212.org

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Carol Hayenga  carol.hayenga@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas  bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Jacky Aguilera jacky.aguilera@rths212.org
Jeff Tilton  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Bobby Chadwick bobby.chadwick@rthsd212.org
Brian VanVickle                  brian.vanvickle@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board

Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodie Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Lloyd Droege  ldroege@oglecounty.org
Dan Miller  dmiller@oglecounty.org
Greg Sparrow  gsparrow@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Bruce McKinney bmckinney@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney  skenney@oglecounty.org
David Williams  dwilliams@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
Wayne Williams jwdw13@yahoo.com
Jennifer Payton  
*Tom Byro  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Steve Katzman  skatzman@essex1.com
Mike Kerns  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Mark Hibshman  
Curt Ward  caward92@comcast.net

Hillcrest Village Board
*Randy Salsbury  rsalsbury@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pittman  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Dan Potter dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Richard Rhoads  rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball  tball@hillcrestil.us
Renee Kerwin  rkerwin@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
*Bob Withrow  flaggtwp@rochelle.net
Joanna Patrick  flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
Susan Rothenberger assessor@rochelle.net
Scott Seebach  scottseebach@gmail.com
Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle  noggle62@gmail.com
Eric Gruben  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hagar  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
*Jaqueline Dickow dickow@comcast.net
Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net
Michael Scanlan scanlan@comcast.net
Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip          doobs12@comcast.net

DEAR editor,
The Kiwanis 

Golden K Club 
of Rochelle would like to 
extend a sincere thanks to 
the Rochelle community 
for making our recent An-
nual Peanut Days an out-
standing event. With your 
support we can continue 
our mission of providing 
student scholarships as 
well as funding many local 
youth activities. 

We would like to es-

pecially thank the City of 
Rochelle, Walgreens and 
Walmart for allowing us 
to take donations at their 
places of business. 

The following 
businesses and 
individuals pro-
vided additional 
support: Bearrows 
Real Estate and 
Auction Compa-
ny, Central Bank, City of 
Rochelle, Edward Jones 
Financial (Brad Stojan), 

Fehr-Graham and Asso-
ciates, First State Bank, 
Harvey Folkerts, Grant 
Cooper CPA, Holcomb 
Bank, Cal Jacobs, Jeff Per-

ry Chevrolet, Deb 
Katzman family, 
McKibbin family, 
Lanette Erickson, 
Jeff Reif family, 
Rochelle Commu-
nity Hospital, Ar-

chie Millott, Rochelle Chi-
ropractic Clinic, Schaefer 
Insurance, Stillman Bank, 

T-Byrd Lanes, Tess and 
Crull LLC, Unger Horn-
er Funeral Home, Wills 
Chiropractic Center and 
Smile Brands.

Again, on behalf of the 
officers, board members 
and members of Ro-
chelle Kiwanis Golden K, 
thank you for all of your 
continued support. It is 
appreciated.

Chet Olson
Kiwanis Golden K

ONE of the great 
pleasures I have 
in my role as the 

city manager is being 
involved in numerous 
community organizations. 
One of the things I love 
most about Rochelle is the 
number of organizations 
and people who work 
tirelessly to better the 
situation of those around 
them.

When I moved to Ro-
chelle in 2017, I immedi-
ately became a member 
of our local Rotary Club. 
I believe in the mission 
of Rotary, which is to 
eradicate Polio. Further, 
I was impressed with the 
number of members they 
had and their leadership, 
specifically the president 
and board. The unified 
message of the club at 
the time, and still today, 
is giving back to the com-
munity. Each week, the 
members give donations 
to specified community 
groups such as the Vince 

Carney Community The-
atre, Boy/Girl Scouts 
clubs, Rochelle Junior 
Tackle and many more. It 
feels good to give!

In early 2018, I began 
hearing about selling cal-
endars for the From the 
Heart community fund-
raiser. I’ll admit I really 
don’t like selling things, 
and for the first 
few years I did my 
part to sell 10-15. 
However, during 
the pandemic I 
chose to become 
more involved in 
helping sell cal-
endars. With the 
cancellation of the 
banquet the cal-
endar sales became even 
more important.  

Just a bit of history, the 
From the Heart group has 
been raising money for 
community organizations 
for 15 years. To date, the 
group has raised over 
$630,000. The funds are 
generated through the 

From the Heart Gala and 
calendar sales.

The funds raised go 
back to support the follow-
ing organizations: Shining 
Star, the Rochelle Chris-
tian Food Pantry, Hope 
of Ogle County, CASA 
(Court-Appointed Spe-
cial Advocates), Pegasus 
Special Riders, the Hub 

City Senior Cen-
ter, Focus House 
and the Rochelle 
Area Community 
Foundation. I have 
seen first-hand the 
positive impact 
each of these or-
ganizations has 
had on the lives 
of people in Ro-

chelle. Each year the goal 
is to raise enough money 
to give each of these or-
ganizations $8,000. This 
year the goal is $10,000 
each. 

I am so amazed at the 
number of volunteers who 
brave the elements to sell 
the calendars. Last year 

we sold over 4,600 of them 
and the previous year we 
sold over 3,700. Our goal 
this year is to sell even 
more.  The calendars are 
only $20 each and contain 
coupons from generous 
local businesses. Please 
consider purchasing a 
calendar this year (they 
make a great holiday gift) 
to help support some great 
organizations. It’s amaz-
ing how far the $20 can 
go to help those in need.

“The best way to find 
yourself is to lose yourself 
in the service of oth-
ers.”-Mahatma Gandhi

“Without community 
service, we would not 
have strong quality of life. 
It’s important to the per-
son who serves, as well as 
the recipient. It’s the way 
in which we ourselves 
grow and develop.”-Dor-
othy Height 

Jeffrey A. Fiegenschuh, 
ICMA-CM, MPA, is the 
city manager of the City 
of Rochelle.

THE nip in the 
air of a cool fall 
morning and 

crunch of leaves under-
foot are hallmark char-
acteristics of autumn 
weather in Illinois. For 
many Illinoisans, these 
indicators prompt a visit 
to a local pumpkin patch 
or apple orchard. For 
farmers, they mean it’s 
time to head to the field 
down the road for harvest, 
with hopes that other 
drivers use caution while 
navigating around large 
farm equipment.

With so many people 
traveling on rural roads 
this season, it takes every 
motorist acting responsi-
bly to ensure each of us 

gets home safely at the 
end of the day.

If you’ve never ridden 
in the cab of a combine 
or tractor, you may not 
know how difficult it can 
be for farmers to see other 
vehicles while maneuver-
ing from field to field. 
Limited visibility means 
that when other drivers 
on the road get in a hurry 
and fail to slow down or 
choose to quickly pass our 
equipment, situations can 
become treacherous and, 
in some cases, deadly.

So how can drivers stay 
safe around slow-moving 
vehicles? 

Look for the bright 
orange triangle that in-
dicates a vehicle is slow 

moving. When traveling 
behind large equipment, 
people should immediate-
ly slow down and leave 
the distance of several car 
lengths between 
their vehicle and 
the one in front 
of them.

Before passing, 
the driver should 
always look for a 
clear signal from 
the person in the 
cab of the com-
bine or tractor, 
only passing when it is 
safe and legal to do so. Re-
member that slow-mov-
ing vehicles make wide 
turns, so if you see the 
driver swinging to the 
right, do not assume they 

are moving out of your 
way; they may be pre-
paring for a left turn. Be 
prepared to encounter 
slow-moving vehicles at 

all times of the 
day and night. 
Many farm fam-
ilies work well 
into the evenings 
to harvest their 
crops and trans-
port them to local 

storage facilities.
In addition to 

watching for agri-
culture equipment on the 
road, drivers should also 
keep a lookout for semi-
trailers hauling goods.

Truck drivers play a 
critical role in the supply 
chain of food, fuel and 

fiber that each of us de-
pends on. Transporting 
a large amount of goods 
means these drivers are 
often tasked with carrying 
heavy loads that slow 
their abilities to pick up 
speed or come to imme-
diate stops. Giving these 
drivers room and being 
aware of their blind spots 
is essential.

This time of year means 
long shifts in the field for 
many Illinois farm fami-
lies, but it’s also a time for 
agriculture to celebrate a 
bountiful harvest. As we 
prepare for upcoming hol-
iday festivities that often 
include sharing a meal 
with friends and family, 
we must all work together 

to keep the roads safe. 
This harvest season, 

remember to slow down, 
use caution and take your 
time traveling around 
slow-moving vehicles 
and agriculture equip-
ment. You never know 
when taking these actions 
might mean the difference 
between one or both 
parties making it home 
safely. 

Richard Guebert Jr. 
is the president of the 
Illinois Farm Bureau. 
This story was distributed 
through a cooperative 
project between Illinois 
Farm Bureau and the 
Illinois Press Associ-
ation. For more news, 
visit FarmWeekNow.com.

Fall weather brings motorists out during harvest

Supporting a great cause

Jeffrey 
Fiegenschuh

Thanks for support of Peanut Day

THE News-Lead-
er would like to 
remind the pub-

lic and our readers that 
responsible letters to the 
editor on subjects of in-
terest to our readers are 
encouraged. 

Letters to the editor 
must abide by the guide-
lines that you will find at 
the bottom of this page. 
Those that want to make 

their voice heard can send 
their letters via email to 
news@rochellenews-lead-
er.com, in the mail to 
PO Box 46, Rochelle, IL 
61068 or drop them off at 
211 Illinois Route 38 East, 
Rochelle, IL 61068. 

Questions? Call 815-
561-2151. 

Jeff Helfrich
Managing Editor

Send us a letter

Information resource: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

Protect yourself against COVID-19 and other diarrheal and 
respiratory illnesses, and help prevent the spread of germs to others, 
by following these simple hand hygiene guidelines:

1.  Wash your hands with soap and warm water, 
lathering for at least 20 seconds.

2.  If soap is unavailable, use a hand sanitizer 
containing at least 60 percent alcohol to clean your hands. 

Wash your hands throughout the day, and particularly under these circumstances:
• Before preparing food
• Before eating
• After using the toilet
• After changing a diaper or helping a child use the toilet
• Before and after exposure to someone who is sick
• After coughing, sneezing or blowing your nose
• After touching an animal or picking up animal waste
• After handling pet food or treats
• After handling garbage or garbage cans
• Before and after attending to a cut or wound 

Proper
handwashing helps

all of us stay healthy,
so remember to be 

aware and do your part 
to help protect yourself 

and others!
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COMMUNITY

Coffee Break

R O C K F O R D  – 
The Rock River Valley 
Blood Center (RRVBC) an-
nounced the Food & Drug 
Administration (FDA) has 
updated eligible donor 
guidelines allowing more 
people to donate blood 
and strengthen the nation’s 
blood supply during a crit-
ical time. In May, the FDA 
announced donors who had 
been permanently deferred 
for Variant Creutzfeldt-Ja-
kob disease (vCJD) risk 
factors, are now eligible to 
donate blood and the per-
manent deferral has been 
removed. By following the 
best available evidence, the 
FDA is allowing more peo-
ple to donate blood without 
risking the safety of our 
nation’s blood supply. 

In addition, the FDA 

announced potential donors 
who have a geographic risk 
of possible exposure to 
bovine spongiform enceph-
alopathy for time spent in 
the United Kingdom (U.K.) 
from 1980-1996 and for 
time spent in France and 
Ireland from 1980-2001, 
may begin donating again. 
Additionally, those who 
received a blood transfusion 
in the U.K., France, and 
Ireland from 1980-present 
can also now donate blood 
with no deferrals.

“The updated guidelines 
come at a critical time for 
blood centers across the 
nation, as well as our center 
locally, as we continue to 
experience a blood short-
age,” said Lisa Entrikin, 
CEO of the Rock River 
Valley Blood Center. “We 

urge all individuals and 
especially those who are 
now eligible again to please 
schedule a donation as we 
need you now more than 
ever.”

Permanent deferrals 
remain in place for donors 
who have had a human 
cadaveric (allogeneic) dura 
mater transplant and for 
donors who volunteer that 
they suspect having vCJD, 
CJD or another similar dis-
ease; have a blood relative 
diagnosed with a similar 
disease; or who received 
cadaveric pituitary human 
growth hormone.

For an entire list of the 
update guidelines, head 
to https://www.rrvbc.org/
updated-guidelines/.

Donating blood is sim-
ple. After registering, a 

donor care specialist will 
take individual’s vitals 
(temperature, blood pres-
sure, pulse, and hemoglo-
bin), and each person must 
complete an eligibility 
questionnaire before they 
can sit back and relax while 
giving. The donation itself 
only lasts about 10 minutes. 
Refreshments await after 
donating.

First-time donors should 
bring a photo ID. Individu-
als can donate a single unit 
(whole blood donation, 
the most common type) 
every 56 days. Students can 
donate once they turn 16 
years of age and must have 
a signed parental consent.

To schedule a dona-
tion, visit rrvbc.org, call 
815-965-8751 or use the 
myRRVBC app. 

Rock River Valley Blood Center updates donation guidelines

Oct. 7 - Paul Erickson, Rochelle, $25

Oct. 8 - Erin M. Bergeson, Rochelle, $25

Oct. 9 - From the Heart, Rochelle, $50

Oct. 10 - From the Heart, Rochelle, $250

Oct. 11 - John Swanson, Davis Junction, $25

Oct. 12 - Kalynn Norris, Rochelle, $25

Oct. 13 - HOPE of Ogle County, $25

Oct. 14 - Rochelle Area Community Foundation, $25

Oct. 15 - Jason Plumb, Oregon, $25

Oct. 16 - BeKah Lewis, Amboy, $50

Oct. 17 - Kersta Baker, Rochelle, $25

Oct. 18 - Kalynn Norris, Rochelle, $25

Oct. 19 - Rochelle Rescue Mission, $25

Oct. 20 - Mikaela Comstock, Milton, $25

Oct. 21 - Larry Truckenbrod, Sublette, $25

Oct. 22 - Edna M. Miller, Rochelle, $25

Oct. 23 - Lance Charnock, Rochelle, $50

Oct. 24 - Rochelle Area Community Foundation, $25

Oct. 25 - Juan Martinez, Rochelle, $25

Oct. 26 - Janelle Stein, Rochelle, $25

Oct. 27 - From the Heart, Rochelle, $25

Oct. 28 - Laurie Haub, Rochelle, $25

Oct. 29 - Nancy Adams, Rochelle, $25

Oct. 30 - Village of Progress, $50

Oct. 31 - Rochelle Rescue Mission, $250

Nov. 1 - Josh Williams, Rochelle, $25

Nov. 2 - Rochelle Rescue Mission, $25

Nov. 3
Matthew Avila

Nov. 4
Angie Taylor

Nov. 6
Alex & Heidi Bonilla 

(anniversary)
 Nov. 7

Skylar Hall
 Nov. 9

Jon Bieck
 Nov. 10

Oliviah Powell
 Nov. 11

Steven Huffstatler
Laiklyn South

Makayla Dodrill

 Nov. 12
Bo Sexton
 Nov. 13

Jacob & Marissa Seldal 
(anniversary)

 Nov. 14
Jaelyn Sullivan

Emma Slack
 Nov. 17

Tim South
Michael Ramsey

 Nov. 18
Ethan Huff

Jenna Jackson
 

Nov. 20
Tony Fry
 Nov. 22

Tim Dougherty
 Nov. 23

Seth House
Kevin & Katie Sherburne 

(anniversary)
Carolyn Bieck

 Nov. 24
Brenda Jones

 Nov. 27
Makayla Ludwig

 Nov. 29
Sam South

 
 

Birthdays & Anniversaries

Call 815-561-2151 to submit names for birthdays and anniversaries

OREGON — As we 
observe Veteran’s Day, 
Laura J. Cook, Ogle Coun-
ty clerk & recorder, would 
like to remind veterans and 
their families to consider 
the security of one of the 
most important documents 
they possess, their DD-214 
military discharge records.

“As we honor those who 
served before us and serve 
us now, I want to urge all 
veterans to safeguard their 
DD-214 military discharge 
records with the Ogle 
County Recorder’s Office. 
In a time of need, wouldn’t 
you like the peace of mind 
that your family can access 

these valuable documents 
in a safe and secure fashion 
if they are ever lost? We 
will record your original 
DD-214 and provide you a 
certified copy at no charge 
to the veteran, with prop-
er identification,” Cook 
states.

For further information, 

contact the Ogle County 
Recorder’s Office at 815-
732-1115.  The county 
recorder’s office is located 
at 105 S. 5th St., Suite 212, 
Oregon. Office hours are 
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m., Monday thru Friday, 
closed Saturdays, Sundays 
and holidays.

Ogle County Clerk’s Office offering veterans services
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Name:  ________________________

Address:  ______________________

Phone:  _______________________

Name:  ________________________

Address:  ______________________

Phone:  _______________________

Name:  ________________________

Address:  ______________________

Phone:  _______________________

Name:  ________________________

Address:  ______________________

Phone:  _______________________

Name:  ________________________

Address:  ______________________

Phone:  _______________________

Rochelle • 455 W. Hwy. 38 • 562-7071

Your Independently Owned Community Bank Since 1882

GIFT SHOPPE

 900 N 2nd St
Rochelle, IL 

(815) 562-2181
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Name:  ________________________

Address:  ______________________

Phone:  _______________________

Rochelle, IL • 815-562-8787

211 E. Route 38 • 562-4171
www.rochellenews-leader.com

James E. Supancic Insurance
Call “Spud” for all your insurance needs

Auto • Home • Life • Health
License & Title Service • License Renewal Stickers

515 Lincoln Ave., Rochelle
815-562-7552
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Name:  ________________________

Address:  ______________________

Phone:  _______________________

Mon-Fri. 7am-3pm
Lunch Daily - 11:30am

Call us for a ride:
815-562-5050

401 Cherry Ave.
Rochelle, IL 61068

hubcityseniorcenter.com

CONTEST 
RULES:

1. Fill out form completely.
2. Entries must be returned 

to their corresponding 
business sponsor by 
10am on Monday, 
November 14th.

3. One winner will be drawn 
at EACH business!

4. No purchase necessary.
5. Employees of this 

newspaper or contest 
sponsors are not eligible to 
enter.

LET’S TALK TURKEY!LET’S TALK TURKEY!

1010 S. 7th Street Rochelle, Il 61068 
815-532-9000

420 Fourth Avenue, Rochelle, IL 61068

815-562-2156 
 www.fnclaw.com

CHEVROLET • BUICK • CADILLAC 
JEEP • CHRYSLER

134 May Mart Dr., 
Rochelle, IL
815-561-0001
Order Online and 
View Our Menu:  
Dog-Hub.com



ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER • SECTION 2 • PAGE 1WEDNESDAY, NOV. 2, 2022

SPORTS LOOKING TO THE FUTURE
 
The Rochelle Hub soccer team finished 
with an 11-9 overall record this season. 
 
See page 3 for more details
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RTHS Football

Overtime thriller
No. 7 Rochelle wins 4A first-round playoff game over No. 10 Dixon 42-36

Sophomore Erich Metzger (left) runs behind sophomore teammate Kaiden Morris (right) during the Rochelle 
Hub varsity football game against Dixon on Friday. Rochelle won 42-36 in overtime to move to 8-2 overall.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

RTHS Girls Basketball

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Fri-
day’s IHSA Class 4A 
Playoff matchup between 
the Rochelle Hub var-
sity football team and the 
Dixon Dukes will be one 
that fans on both sides 
remember for a long time.

Four quarters weren’t 
enough to decide a winner, 
forcing the Hubs to brace 
for their first overtime 
playoff game since falling 
one point short against 
Kankakee in 2008. On an 
evening where multiple se-
nior starters were sidelined 
with injuries or illnesses, 
Rochelle’s sophomores 
stepped up and delivered 
two of the biggest game-
changing plays of the first-
round matchup.

The first moment came 
during overtime, where 
Dixon moved the ball to the 
2-yard line and attempted 
to throw for the endzone on 
fourth down. Sophomore 
cornerback Xavier Villalo-
bos read the inside slant all 
the way, stepping in front of 
wide receiver Ethan Hays 
and recording the last of his 
team-high and season-high 
three interceptions to end 
Dixon’s offensive series.

“I had a feeling they 

were going to throw the 
ball on fourth down,” Vil-
lalobos said. “I had the 
inside position and their 
receiver ran a slant route 
so the quarterback threw 
the ball right to me. We 
knew we had to go out 
there and make plays. I 
had faith in myself and my 
teammates.”

Rochelle took the ball 
with the score tied at 36-
36 and a chance to win 
with a touchdown. On the 
first play from scrimmage, 
sophomore wingback 
Grant Gensler took a carry 
off the left side, knifing 
through Dixon defenders 
before stretching the ball 
over the goal line for a 10-
yard touchdown run that 
clinched Rochelle’s 42-36 
overtime victory over the 
Dukes. The Hubs (8-2, 4-1 
Interstate 8/Kishwaukee 
River Blue) will advance 
to the second round with 
the win.

“We knew we had to 
stay calm and continue 
to do what we had been 
doing all game,” Gensler 
said. “My offensive line 
did a great job of blocking 
and Garrett [Gensler] ran 
through the hole and made 
a block for me.” 

See HUBS page 7

Tuesday through Friday 9-4 Saturday 9-1 Sunday through Monday Closed.

429-433 Lincoln Hwy.
Rochelle, Illinois
815-562-8765

hubcityfurniture.com 10
05

20
22HUB CITY FURNITUREHUB CITY FURNITURE

Fall is in the air...
Be ready for the holidays 
with a new dining room or 

kitchen table. We have buffets, 
hutches & servers, too!

Don’t forget 

to November 8!

Lady Hubs back on the hardwood for winter season
Rochelle shooting for 20 wins and regional title during 2022-23 campaign

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — As 
Ryan McQuade prepares 
to begin his second sea-
son as head coach of the 
Rochelle Lady Hub varsity 
basketball team, expecta-
tions are to win at least 
20 games and compete 
for an IHSA Regional 
Championship title during 
the upcoming 2022-23 
campaign.

“We have such a great 
group of girls and I’m 
really excited to get back 
into the season,” Mc-
Quade said. “We want 
to compete for regional 
championships and we 
want to strive for 20 wins 
on a yearly basis. I re-
ally like our chances of 
achieving those goals this 
season. I know these girls 
are going to put in the work 
because I know they want 
to succeed. We took a big 
step forward last season 
and I’m hoping we can 
take an even larger leap 
forward this season.”

The Lady Hubs tipped 
off the season with their 
first practice on Mon-
day. Rochelle will open 
its season with a road 
matchup against Guilford 
on Wednesday, Nov. 16 
before traveling for the 
Forreston Thanksgiving 

Tournament. The Lady 
Hubs are looking to build 
on a 15-17 overall record 
and a 7-7 record in the 
Interstate 8 Conference, 
where Rochelle tied for 
fourth place.

“I think we have a well 
rounded team,” McQuade 
said. “We have a good mix 
of guards and forwards and 
we have a couple of good 
shooters. I think we’re 
going to excel on the de-
fensive side of the ball and 
that’s what we want our 
identity to be. We want to 
be the best defensive team 
on the floor every night and 
we want to be one of the 
hardest working teams in 
the region.”

Rochelle will begin the 
Interstate 8 schedule with a 
home game against Kane-
land on Saturday, Dec. 3 at 
2:30 p.m. The Lady Hubs 
return multiple key players 
from last season’s varsity 
roster including senior 
Torrin Nantz as well as 
juniors Alivia Henkel and 
Sydney Tabor. Junior Ken-
nedy Adamski and senior 
Bailey Jackson could also 
see bigger roles on the 
varsity team this season.

“I think Torrin is going 
to have a huge season for 
us,” McQuade said. “Her 
shot looks better than I’ve 
ever seen it and I’m really 
excited to see how much 

she’s progressed from last 
season. Sydney moved up 
to the varsity level during 

the Dixon tournament last 
season and really came on 
strong defensively. Alivia 

has put in a ton of work 
and she’s extremely dedi-
cated. We need some size 

this season and I’m hoping 
Kennedy can give us some 
really good minutes.”

Senior Torrin Nantz headlines a group of key returning players for the Rochelle Lady Hub varsity basketball 
team this season. Rochelle will face Guilford on Wednesday, Nov. 16 for its first game of the season.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)
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The businesses featured on this page are 

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”
I’m looking forward to serving your needs for insurance and 
� nancial services.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
CALL ME TODAY.

Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc 
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL 61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Diana Alanis, MDCaring for your 
family’s health from 

infant to adults.
For appointment, please call

815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct, Rochelle, IL 61068

Most Insurance Accepted

Accepting 
New Patients

ANDERSON
Plumbing & Heating, Inc.
Plumbing, Heating, Air Conditioning, 

Drinking water systems, Water Heaters, 
Softeners, Iron Filters & More.

One less thing to worry about

621 First Ave., Rochelle
815-562-8784

Like us on 
Facebook

Lic# 055-013999

H
S

F
2
0
1
5

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

815 561 4035!

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto  Home Improvement   Vacation

Jami Hackman & Kristen Stover

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle

H
S
2
0
1
6

Jami Hackman

Se Habla
Español

BUY HERE – PAY HERE
You Work - You Drive

1400 N 7th St
Corner of Flagg Rd & Hwy 251 N

227 E. Rt 38 • Rochelle, IL

815-562-8706
www.rochellechiropractic.com
Now Accepting New Patients!

Licensed and Insured
24 Hour Emergency Service

815-562-4937
500 Cleveland Avenue

Berg-Johnson
Electric

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

FREE ESTIMATES

“Proudly Serving The Rochelle Area Since 1945”

H
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5

Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

#4061/#83-3198

Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

101 Maple Ave • Rochelle, IL 61068
815.562.7057 •  hub-remsen.com

GO HUBS!GO HUBS!

• Collision Repair • New/Preowned Vehicles
• 24 Hour Towing • Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

We are Ogle Countyʼs
only GM Dealer!

Come visit us!

815-562-8787 • www.jeffperrychevrolet.com
CHEVROLET • BUICK • CADILLAC • JEEP • CHRYSLER

We are 
Ogle 

County’s 
only 

GM Dealer!
• Collision Repair
• 24 Hour Towing

• New/Preowned Vehicles

• Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes  

and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181

www.rochellehospital.com
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209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8792

www.meyersfurniture.com

Residential & Commercial Roofing

815-561-0099
Licensed & Insured

• Shingled Roofs
• Flat Roofs
• Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities
• Custom Built Homes
• Additions

Residential, Concrete
Driveways, Flatwork

and Foundations

HSF2015

• Large menu of foods
• Rochelle’s famous chicken

by the dinner or bucket
• Hand dipped ice cream

(16 flavors)

H
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6

251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039

H
S
F2
02
2

SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

200 Steward Road

800.262.1680
www.johnsontractor.com

Dine In • Carry Out •  
• Home Delivery • Pizza • Pastas • 

• Sandwiches • Salads •  
• and Lots More!

Serving Illinois & the Surrounding Area

Specializing in Walk-In Tubs 
& Acrylic Showers

Additions ~ Bathrooms ~ Kitchens 
Accessibility Remodeling

Batavia Builders & 
Remodelers, LLC

Debbie Foster,  
Owner
(815) 501-8946
www.bataviabuilders.com

HUB SPOTLIGHT
Owen

Tooley

Year: Freshman

Sport: Bowling

Wyatt

Worthington

Year: Freshman

Sport: Bowling

Q: How many years have you 
been playing this sport?
A: This is my first year of 

competitive bowling.
Q: What do you enjoy most 

about this sport?
A: I enjoy that it’s not as strenuous 

as other sports I play.
Q: What is your favorite school 

subject and why?
A: History and geography 

because I have loved learning 
about them since I was a child.

Q: Who is your favorite 
athlete and why?

A: Walter Payton because he 
was really tough.

Q: Who is your biggest role 

model and why?
A: My grandfather because 
he’s always been a kind man 

and a hard worker.
Q: What is your dream job and 

why?
A: To be a pilot because I love 

aviation and aircrafts.
Q: Where would your dream 

vacation be and why?
A: The Fjords of Norway 
because I’ve always been 
fascinated by the Vikings.

Q: What is your favorite thing 
about being a student-athlete at 

RTHS?
A: The excitement it brings and 
how it helps me stay in shape.

Q: How many years have you 
been playing this sport?
A: Around eight months.

Q: What do you enjoy most 
about this sport?

A: It can bring families together.
Q: What is your favorite school 

subject and why?
A: P.E. or conditioning.

Q: Who is your favorite 
athlete and why?

A: Jason Belmonte because he’s a 
good bowler and he’s one of few 

two-handed bowlers.
Q: Who is your biggest role 

model and why?
A: My brother because we get 

along really well.
Q: What is your dream job and 

why?
A: To be a carpenter because it’s 
hands on and makes good money.

Q: Where would your dream 
vacation be and why?

A: South Carolina because it’s 
beautiful there.

Q: What is your favorite thing 
about being a student-athlete at 

RTHS?
A: Getting out of school early.
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SPORTS

What Service
Do You Offer?

Advertise Here

Commercial & Residential Roofing

Residential 
Concrete

Driveways, Flatwork
and Foundations

•Shingled Roofs  •Flat Roofs 
•Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities 
•Custom Built Homes  •Additions

561-0099
www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE
ESTIMATES

Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Heating & Air Conditioning

 Lic.#058-087891

Serving Rochelle For Over 40 Years

Quality Service • Free Estimates
 Residential & Commercial

815-562-8784

Plumbing/Heating/CoolingGutters

COMMUNITY BOARD
Need to get the word out about a product Need to get the word out about a product 

or service you offer? or service you offer? 
Give us a call at 815-562-4171. Give us a call at 815-562-4171. 

We can reach over 9,000 homes!We can reach over 9,000 homes!

RTHS Golf

Hubs bounce back with 
five-win 2022 season

Rochelle returns to 
winning ways this fall

RTHS Boys Soccer

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — After 
failing to record a single 
victory last season, the 
Rochelle Hub varsity golf 
team showed significant 
improvement this sea-
son. While the Hubs will 
lose four senior starters 
including three four-year 
players, head coach Glen 
Mehrings has optimism 
for the future.

Rochelle finished with 
a 5-9 overall record and 
a 2-5 record in the Inter-
state 8 Conference this 
season. The Hubs finished 
sixth in the LaSalle-Peru 
Invitational and fourth in 
their division at the Rocket 
Invitational in Rock Falls. 
Rochelle’s season con-
cluded at the IHSA 2A 
Mendota Regional, where 
the Hubs took fifth and 
qualified two individuals 
for the sectional series.

“We were competitive 
in a lot of matches and 
we were really close to 
having our team make it 
to the sectional meet this 
season,” Mehrings said. 
“The kids were eager to 
play and they wanted to 
win… Seeing two first-
year players make it to the 
sectional meet was really 
exciting. It was great to see 
some accomplishments 
this season and it’s fun 
when the kids realize that 
they’re able to be competi-
tive because it motivates 
them to practice harder 
and they understand they 
can win.”

Rochelle will lose 
four seniors from the 
varsity roster including 
First-Team All-Confer-
ence honoree Griffin Oh-
linger as well as Damen 
Harrington, Wade Smith 
and David Wanner, who 
advanced to the IHSA 
2A Sterling Sectional in 
his first season with the 
program. Ohlinger was 
named the Most Valuable 
Player and Wanner was 
named the Most Improved 
Player this fall.

“It was great to count on 

those kids every season,” 
Mehrings said. “They 
loved golf and they im-
proved so much from 
where they started as 
freshmen. They wanted to 
compete and they wanted 
to get better. Golf is a sport 
where the kids can be on an 
island sometimes and they 
need to grow up quickly, 
but our kids showed up to 
practice everyday and they 
played a lot of golf during 
the summer. It was fun to 
see a group of seniors who 
really loved the sport.”

Freshman Ian Metzger, 
who also made it to the 
sectional meet this season, 
and junior Cale Workman 
headline eligible athletes 
who could return to lead 
the varsity team next 

season. Other players 
who could earn varsity 
roles next season include 
junior Parker Lenkaitis 
and sophomore Jacob Ost. 
Rochelle also rostered two 
girls this season in juniors 
Elise Horner and Haley 
Bozinovich. Mehrings 
said he’s hopeful that more 
girls will come out for the 
golf team next year.

“We’ll definitely have 
a younger group next sea-
son,” Mehrings said. “We 
have smart and athletic 
kids who just need some 
time to develop. We’ll 
hopefully work with them 
over the summer and we 
know they like to work 
hard. Hopefully those kids 
will be able to step up for 
us next season.”

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The 
Rochelle Hub varsity soccer 
team successfully bounced 
back from its first losing 
season in six years this fall. 
Although several seniors 
will depart from the varsity 
roster, head coach Brad 
Male has been pleased with 
the versatility of his eligible 
returning players.

Rochelle finished with 
an 11-9 overall record and 
a 5-2 record in the Interstate 
8 Conference this season. 
The Hubs took third in the 
conference tournament and 
played a difficult schedule, 
conceding losses against 
multiple IHSA Regional 
winners including Genoa-
Kingston, Sycamore and 
Mendota. Rochelle scored 
76 goals and allowed only 
45 goals during the season.

“I was pleased with 
the way we progressed 
throughout the season,” 
Male said. “Our kids had 
a tremendous work ethic 

and I’m looking forward 
to seeing more of that next 
season. I’m sad to see our 
seniors go because they 
were an integral part of our 
success this season.”

The Hubs will lose eight 
seniors from the varsity 
roster including three First-
Team All-Conference hon-
orees (Jace Whitehead, 
Jared Montano and Chris-
tian Harding) as well as 
two starters (Nolan Fonfara 
and Jarett Milan) and three 
reserves (Diego Cincire, 
Jack Anderson and Caleb 
Johnson). Whitehead (four 
goals, two assists), Montano 
(one goal, eight assists) and 
Harding (one goal) were 
Rochelle’s three captains 
this fall. Milan finished with 
95 total saves.

“It’s always a pleasure to 
have a group of seniors like 
we did this season,” Male 
said. “They maintained our 
team atmosphere and our 
captains put in a lot of effort 
to keep our team together. 
They did a great job of 
keeping the team moving 

and motivated this season.”
Junior Diego Salazar 

(22 goals, four assists) and 
sophomore Alberto Casillas 
(25 goals, one assist), both 
All-Conference Honorable 
Mentions this season, head-
line eligible players who 
could return next season. 
Sophomores Bryan Garcia 
(two goals, two assists), 
Luis Milan (one goal) 
and Fernando Diaz (nine 
goals, four assists) as well 
as freshmen Heilly Zepeda 
(three goals, four assists) 
and Kevin Orozco (nine 
goals, five assists) could 
also return next fall. 

“We’ll lose a lot on our 
back line, but I think we’re 
capable of moving some 
players around like we did 
this season,” Male said. 
“Our strongest area this 
season was our offense and 
we maintained possession 
in a lot of our matches. We’ll 
have a lot of those players 
returning next season and 
I’m hoping those kids con-
tinue to build on what they 
were able to do this season.”

Senior Damen Harrington is one of four players who 
will depart from the varsity roster after this year.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

Senior Christian Harding was one of three captains for the Rochelle Hub varsity 
soccer team this season. Rochelle finished with an 11-9 overall record.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)
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ASHTON NEWS

BAR
GRILL&

1/2
OFF! BO!

GO!

BAR/RESTAURANT  .................
Ralphie and Lulu’s
812 Main St., Ashton
815-453-2103

Huddle Cafe
802 Main Street, Ashton
815-453-2677

COMMUNITY BUILDING  ........
Mills and Petrie Memorial Building
Hourly, daily rentals for your event
815-973-8397

CONSTRUCTION  ....................
Don Ross Jr. Construction
PO 96, Ashton
815-677-3774

GROCERY/GAMING  ...............
Mimini’s General Store
602 Brown Street, Ashton
815-453-7500

FUNERAL HOME  ....................
Beverage Lyons Funeral Home
604 Richardson Ave., Ashton 815-453-2441 

HAIR SALON ..........................
Shear Delight
1873 Ashton Road, Ashton
815-453-2331

INSURANCE  ...........................
Bradford Victor-Adams Mutual Insurance 
Company
120 W. South St., Franklin Grove
815-456-2334

MUNCIPALITIES ......................
Village of Franklin Grove
105 E. S. South Street, Franklin Grove
815-456-2131

NEWSPAPERS/PRINTING  .......
Ashton Gazette
815-453-2551

PLUMBING  ............................
Richter Plumbing and More
402 Western Ave., Ashton
815-453-2361

PUBLIC LIBRARY  ....................
Franklin Grove Library
112 S. Elm Street
815-456-2823

Mills and Petrie Memorial Library
704 First Street
815-453-2213

Village of 
Franklin Grove

105 E. S. South 
Street, 

Franklin Grove
815-456-2131

Franklin Grove 
Library

112 S. Elm Street
815-456-2823

This past week, the Ashton-Franklin Center eighth grade class worked in the shop. They used the drill press to make rings, learned how to weld on the augmented 
reality welder, took care of the rabbits and made some festive pumpkin decorations.

Ashton-Franklin Center eighth-graders work in the shop this past week

Lady Raider volleyball 
teams face Amboy, Polo

ASHTON  — The 
Ashton-Franklin Center 
volleyball teams faced 
Amboy on Thursday, Oct. 
13. The varsity girls won 
20-25, 25-23, 30-28 while 
the JV girls fell 23-25, 14-
25 and the fresh-soph girls 
won their first set 26-24. 

Rhylee McCaslin and 
Taylor Jahn each recorded 
10 service points for the 
varsity team, while Bri-
anna Gonnerman added 
14 assists. Lillian Searing 
totaled six service points 
and Audree Dorn notched 
three kills for the JV 
team. Abby Milligan had 

11 assists and six service 
points during the fresh-
soph match, while Reese 
Polk compiled five kills, 
five service points and 
five digs.

Polo
The Ashton-Franklin 

Center volleyball teams 
took on Polo on Tuesday, 
Oct. 18. The varsity team 
lost 17-25, 27-29, while 
the JV team fell 22-25, 
21-25 and the fresh-soph 
team lost 10-25, 20-22. 

Mallory Coffman and 
Rhylee McCaslin each 
recorded four blocks for 

the varsity team, while 
Cailin Bogle had five 
digs and Elena Refatllari 
totaled four digs.Lillian 
Searing recorded eight 
service points and Brianna 
Gonnerman compiled six 
service points.

Audree Dorn had six 
assists and six service 
points to pace the JV team 
against Polo, while Reese 
Polk led the fresh-soph 
team with eight service 
points, 11 digs and two 
kills. Claire Freeman had 
four kills and six digs 
for the fresh-soph girls 
against Polo. 

ASHTON — The Ash-
ton American Legion Post 
345 will host its annual 
Veterans Day service. The 
program will be held at the 
Mills Petrie building on 
Nov. 11 at 10:15 a.m. 

This year’s speaker will 

be Harrell Wiggins from 
Freeport. He is a member 
of the American Legion in 
Forreston, Post 308. He is 
a past commander of the 
Forreston post and current 
commander of the Sons 
of the American Legion 

Squadron. Harrell served 
in the Army during the 
Vietnam War (1971-1973) 
and was stationed in Korea 
for 13 months. He achieved 
the rank of E4 as a specialist 
with the Charerel Missile 
Unit.

American Legion Veterans 
Day program set for Nov. 11

On Sunday, the annual Ashton Lions Club Halloween Costume Parade & Contest 
took place and started in front of the Lion’s Center and ended at the Mills & Petrie 

Gymnasium, where judging of the costumes took place.

Ashton Lions Club Halloween costume 
parade and contest takes place

(COURTESY PHOTOS)
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ON THE FARM

200 Steward Road
Rochelle, IL

800-262-1680

KubotaUSA.com
*2020 Progressive Farmer Reader Insights Award for Fewest Reported Problems Overall in the category of Small Tractor (Under 100 Horse Power). Award based on 2020 
Progressive Farmer Readers Insights Tractors Study.  © Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2021. This material is for descriptive purposes only. Kubota disclaims all representations 
and warranties, express or implied, or any liability from the use of this material. For complete warranty, safety and product information, consult your local Kubota dealer. For the 
complete disclaimer, go to KubotaUSA.com/disclaimers and see the posted disclaimer.

EFFORTS to re-
vive small busi-
ne s s  s ec to r s 

have helped countless 
communities regain their 
prosperity and sense of 
community pride. Those 
efforts have been wildly 
effective in many urban ar-
eas, and they also can help 
rural economies recover 
from the many challenges 
they’ve been confronting 
since the Great Recession, 
which occurred between 
2007 and 2009.

Rural communities 
have faced many unique 
challenges since 2007. 
For example, a 2019 study 
published in the journal 
Rural Sociology found 
that 46 percent of remote 
rural counties were de-
populating, while just 6 
percent of metropolitan 
counties were facing pop-
ulation losses. Reviving 
rural communities does 
more than help the people 
who call those communi-
ties home. Thriving rural 
communities can ensure 
access to fresh foods for 
people in both rural and 
urban areas, thus keep-
ing costs down. Thriving 
rural communities also 
can reduce reliance on 
government assistance 
programs. With access to 
well-paying jobs, more 
people in rural commu-
nities can live above the 

poverty line. That’s a sig-
nificant benefit, as the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture 
reports that roughly 85 
percent of counties com-
batting persistent poverty 
are rural.

Attempts to revive rural 
economies will require a 
collective effort on the 
part of people from all 
walks of life, and there’s 
much everyone can do to 
pitch in.

Buy products from 
local farms. When buy-
ing foods, looking for 
products from local farms 
and/or domestic farms 
can benefit consumers in 
various ways. Many indi-
viduals find locally grown 
foods more flavorful than 
products imported from 
foreign countries. And 
buying local, whether the 
farm is on the outskirts of 
the metropolitan area you 
call home or elsewhere in 
your own country, pro-
vides some much-needed 
economic stimulation to 
rural communities.

Look beyond foods. 
Rural communities pro-
duce more than food. 
Soaps, lotions, candles, 
decorative items, and 
other products people use 
everyday are produced 
on farms and within rural 
communities. Choosing 
these products over mass-
produced alternatives 

made in other countries or 
in places where profits are 
less likely to be funneled 
back into local commu-
nities is a great way to 
support rural economies.

Support legislation that 
benefits rural economies. 
One of the most effec-
tive ways to lend a hand 
to rural economies is to 
support legislation that 
can help them. There are 
many reasons why rural 
economies have fallen on 
hard times, and a lack of 
digital infrastructure has 
undoubtedly contributed 
to those struggles. All 
businesses benefit from 
a strong online presence, 
and communities can at-
tract more remote workers 
if their digital infrastruc-
ture is improved. Those 
improvements are often 
the subject of local, state 
and even federal legisla-
tion. Individuals who want 
to help rural economies 
can urge their representa-
tives to support legislation 
that can help rural com-
munities build their digital 
infrastructure so it’s on 
par with that which has 
already been established 
in more populous areas.

Rural economies are 
struggling. However, 
there’s much everyone 
can do to pitch in and sup-
port efforts to revive rural 
communities.

Things everyone can do to support rural economies

HOME garden-
ers and com-
mercial agri-

cultural enterprises are 
increasingly integrating 
more natural and sustain-
able practices into plant 
production. Although 
chemical pesticides and 
fertilizers can improve 
crop yields, chemicals 
can deteriorate soil ef-
ficiency and may affect 
the ecosystem in negative 
ways. In lieu of turning to 
a laundry list of products 
to help the soil, farmers 
and home gardeners may 
benefit from relying more 
heavily on the humble 
earthworm.

According to CABI, 
an international, inter-
governmental, not-for-
profit organization that 
provides information and 
applies scientific exper-
tise to solve problems 
in agriculture and the 
environment, earthworms 
are useful for the man-
agement of biodiversity. 
Earthworms are any gar-
dener’s friend. These shy, 
light-sensitive creatures 
burrow through the soil, 
pulling leaves and other 
plant matter deep within. 
When the earthworms 
consume this detritus, 

the decomposed plants as 
well as the worms’ drop-
pings provide nutrients 
to the soil. Together with 
microbes, earthworms 
convert biodegradable 
materials and organic 
waste into nutrient-rich 
products. They also may 
help reduce instances of 
soil-borne diseases.

The benefits to worms 
do not end there. Earth-
worms also aerate the 
soil, enabling water to 
be absorbed, which helps 
develop strong plant roots. 
Earthworm burrows serve 
as channels where roots 
can elongate into deeper 
soil layers, enabling plants 
to grow more securely and 
deeply. This, in turn, can 
help reduce soil erosion. 
While research is ongoing, 
there are some reports that 
the unique talents of earth-
worms can help convert 
land that is largely barren 
into fertile soil.

It may be in gardeners’ 
and farmers’ best interests 
to raise earthworms. Ac-
cording to the science in-
formation site Sciencing, 
earthworms are hermaph-
rodites, meaning they 
have both male and female 
reproductive organs. De-
spite this, most worms 

The role of the earthworm in sustainable agriculture

need a partner to reproduce 
— although certain types 
will reproduce alone if 
partners are scarce. Worms 
can be purchased or found 
for breeding. A worm 
box, which can be made 
or bought from garden-
ing shops, is a box made 
from untreated wood. The 

earthworms will need a 
temperature of at least 25 
F, and dark, moist soil. 

Place moistened paper 
scraps into one half of 
the worm box. Place the 
worms on top and give 
them opportunities to 
hide. Place small amounts 
of organic matter, such 

as kitchen scraps, coffee 
grounds and leaves, on 
the paper layer every day. 
Leave the other side of the 
worm box empty, as this 
will be where the worm 
dropping compost will 
eventually collect. After 
two or three months, there 
will be quite a number of 

hatched worms to release 
into the garden along with 
the compost. Leave some 
worms behind to continue 
to reproduce.

Earthworms amend 
the soil in natural ways 
that can reduce the need 
to use chemical products 
and protect biodiversity.
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE • HILLCREST • CRESTON • STEWARD • KINGS • ASHTON

INFORMATION
Office Hours:  
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Monday-
Friday)
Phone: 
815-562-4171
Fax: 
815-562-2161
Email: 
classifieds@rochellenews-
leader.com
Address:
211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle
Mail: 
P.O. Box 46
Rochelle, IL 61068

DEADLINES:
Sunday News-Leader: 
Thursday, 2 p.m.

Tuesday Shopping News: 
Friday, 10 a.m.
Wednesday  News-
Leader: Monday, 4 p.m.
(Deadlines subject to change 
during holiday times)

All classified marketplace 
line ads will appear in 
the following 7 print 
publications and on 5 high-
traffic newspaper websites:
• Rochelle News-Leader • 
Ogle County Life • Rochelle 
Shopping News • Ashton 
Gazette • Amboy News 
• Mendota Reporter • 
Mendota Money Saver

Call for pricing that starts 
at $32.99 for private 
party ads and $44.60 for 
commercial business ads 
and $19.99 for garage 
sale ads.

DISCLAIMER:
If your advertisement 
appears incorrectly, notify 
us immediately. We will not 
be responsible for more than 
one incorrect insertion, and 
will only credit customer for 
one insertion.

103 103 
AUCTIONSAUCTIONS

203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALEMISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE
A Mini Storage, LLC, a 
storage facility located 
at 117 Quarry Road, 
Rochelle, IL hereby 
announces that the 
possessions of the fol-
lowing lessees will be 
disposed of by means of 
auction on November 
18th 2022 at 9:00 AM. 
Disposal of personal 
property shall conform 
to the terms of the cer-
tified notice previously 
mailed to the lessee. 
The contents of the 
units can be previewed 
immediately prior to the 
sale.  The preview and 
sale will take place at 
each individual unit list-
ed below; in the order 
they appear.
UNIT # 217 Rick Ja-cobs- 
printers, paint cans, 
boxes, bags, met-al rack.
Unit # 211 Richard A 
Maginnis - Boxes, Bags, 
clothes.
Maria T. Garcia
A Mini Storage, LLC
815-562-2266 
No. 1032
(Oct. 26 and Oct. 30, 
2022)

101   101   
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.

105  105  
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.”

113   113   
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone can’t 
ask you to pay for credit 
before you get it. For more 
information, call toll-free 
1-877-FTC-HELP. A public 
service message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119  119  
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking for 
money in advance.”

123  123  
MOVING AND MOVING AND 
STORAGESTORAGE

1500 sq ft machine shed 
with high ceilings in rural 
Steward for rent. Call 815-
298-9300. (11-02-22)

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-874-2257

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW, USED  
SCRATCH & DENT

• Refrigerators • Freezers 
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

11222020

Virtual liVe Online auctiOn 
the charles & Geraldine 

FaiVre Farms
mgw.us.com/faivre 

Tuesday, November 29, 2022 at 1 p.m. CT

■  A large offering of excellent quality farmland
■  High percentage of tillable acres
■  Future development potential
■  Offered in 8 tracts
■  Well-located farmstead with extensive bin site

deKalb & OGle cOunties, il

760± ACRE LAND AUCTION

www.mgw.us.com  •  (815) 756-3606
Call or visit our website for a detailed color brochure.

127  127  
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

JNJ JUMPERS Indoor/
Outdoor Bounce House 
Rentals Available Year 
Round. Please Call 815-
784-4256 For Availability 
or Visit us on Facebook.
FURMAN’S LAWN CARE 
and Tree Work. Fall clean 
up, gutters and more. 
Fully insured. In business 
since 1999. Rochelle and 
surrounding areas. Call 
Jeremy Furman at 815-
761-9619. Please leave a 
message, will return call 
ASAP.

201  201  
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, unless 
licensed or holding a 
permit as a childcare 
facility, may cause 
to be published any 
advertisement soliciting 
a child care service. A 
childcare facility that is 
licensed or operating 
under a permit issued by 
the Illinois Department 
of Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any parent 
or guardian to verify the 
validity of the license of 
any facility before placing 
a child in it’s care.

301  301  
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.com
ANTIQUES WANTED: I 
pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, I’m 
interested in looking! Call 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.com

307  307  
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

FALL DECORATIONS. 
White Birch Branches $4 
Each. Cork Screw Willow 
Branches $2 Each. 815-
393-4670
BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends 
on Weight of Roll. 
Available Monday-Friday 
8 1 5 - 5 6 2 - 4 1 7 1 ( 8 A M -
NOON ONLY) Rochelle 
News Leader.  
JACKSON GUITAR for 
sale in Rochelle area. Call 
630-822-4534. (11-02-22)
SPLIT FIREWOOD for 
sale. Contact 779-251-
0254. (11-06-220)
ROYAL BLUE LIFT CHAIR. 
Like new condition. $150 
OBO. Contact 815-541-
8044. (11-06-22)

309   309   
PETS AND SUPPLIESPETS AND SUPPLIES

FREE KITTENS & CATS to 
good and loving homes. 

Call 815-503-1881. (11-
02-22)
PUPPY FOR SALE. Jack 
Russell/Rat Terrier Mix. 
Born July 29th. One Boy 
and One Girl. Call 815-
501-2718. (11-02-22)

311  311  
FARM EQUIPMENT FARM EQUIPMENT 

Looking to buy Farm 
Machinery, Cars, Trucks, 
and Old Tractors. Call 
815-761-2803 (11-16-22)

405  405  
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein 
is subject to the 
Federal Fair Housing 
Act, which makes it 
illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation or 
discrimination. We will 
not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of 
the law. All persons are 
hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are 
available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

Read and 
Recycle
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From page 1

“I had one guy I had to 
run through to get the ball 
across the goal line. We 
stuck to our game plan, we 
toughed it out tonight and 
it wound up working out 
for us.”

Rochelle and Dixon 
(6-4, 6-3 Big Northern) 
combined for over 800 
yards in the game. The 
Hubs received the opening 
kickoff and scored on their 
first possession, capitalizing 
on a fourth-down conver-
sion from senior wingback 
Trey Taft before Garrett 
Gensler plunged forward 
for a 2-yard touchdown. 
Villalobos snagged his first 
interception on Dixon’s 
opening drive, using all of 
his 5-foot-4 frame to leap 
and catch a fade throw into 
the endzone from quarter-
back Tyler Shaner.

“I knew they were go-
ing to target my side of the 
field,” said Villalobos, who 
started in place of senior Da-
vid Gerber due to an illness. 
“We all had confidence in 
each other and we continued 
to pick each other up, even 
after we made mistakes. 
It feels amazing to win 
this game and our seniors 
really deserve it. We have 
to get ready for next week 
and we’ll see what happens 
next.”

Sophomore fullback 
Erich Metzger extended 
Rochelle’s lead early in the 
second quarter, refusing to 
go down and shedding a 
pair of Dukes for a 26-yard 
touchdown run. Metzger 
rushed for a season-high 
137 yards on 24 carries for 
the Hubs, who led 14-0 after 
the 2-point conversion. Dix-
on got on the board midway 
through the second quarter, 
with Tyler Shaner running 
for 44 yards before hitting 

Cullen Shaner for an 8-yard 
touchdown pass soon after.

“It feels good to step in 
and perform for my team-
mates,” Metzger said. “I 
love my teammates and 
the way they block for 
me. I wouldn’t trade it for 
anything and being out here 
makes me feel good. We 
stayed focused on offense 
and we went hard on every 
snap. My blockers led me 
on that touchdown and I 
saw one defender to beat. 
I was able to juke him out 
and that was it.”

Dixon forced its first 
turnover of the game late 
in the second quarter, inter-
cepting a third-and-18 pass 
from senior quarterback 
Hayden Inman and return-
ing the ball 35 yards for 
a touchdown. The Dukes 
then stopped Rochelle on 
a fourth-and-8 rush during 
the next Hub series, taking 
over possession and scoring 
on a 35-yard touchdown 
pass from Shaner to Rylan 
Ramsdell.

Needing an answer 
before halftime, Inman 
dropped back after a fake 
handoff and fired a 15-yard 
touchdown pass over the 
middle to a wide open Taft 
to cap off a six-play, 62-yard 
scoring drive that utilized 
only 39 seconds and helped 
put the Hubs ahead 22-20 at 
halftime.

The Dukes needed only 
one play to regain the lead 
at the start of the third 
quarter, with Shaner tak-
ing a read-option carry and 
breaking loose for a 75-yard 
touchdown in what became 
a second-half shootout 
between the two teams. 
Rochelle snuck back ahead 
after Taft avoided defend-
ers for a 42-yard run and 
Metzger cashed the drive 
in with a 6-yard touchdown 
run. Taft finished with 108 

SPORTS
HUBS: Rochelle wins first-round playoff matchup in OT

total yards including 93 
yards on 14 carries for the 
Hubs in the victory.

“It feels good to win this 
game, but we know we have 
to get ready for next week,” 
Metzger said.

Villalobos snatched his 
second interception of the 
game on Dixon’s next series, 
jumping a route over the 
middle and returning the 
ball to the 27-yard line of 
the Dukes. Garrett Gensler, 
who led Rochelle with 26 
carries for 159 yards on 
Friday, barreled forward for 
a 2-yard touchdown run as 
the Hubs turned the Dixon 

turnover into points and 
surged ahead with the new 
score 36-28.

The Dukes bounced right 
back, with Shaner finding 
wide receiver Jath St. Pier 
for a 44-yard pass before 
connecting with Ramsdell 
for a 5-yard touchdown. 
Shaner completed 15-of-24 
passes for 193 yards and 
three touchdowns while 
running for 140 yards and 
one touchdown. With the 
score tied at 36-36, Rochelle 
drove all the way to the 
Dixon 12-yard line, but a 
fumble on a fourth-and-5 
carry that was nearly a 

touchdown led to a Duke 
recovery and a touchback.

Rochelle stood tall on 
its final defensive series of 
regulation as fans on both 
sides began ramping up 
the crowd noise. Despite 
Dixon moving the ball to the 
36-yard line of the Hubs, a 
pair of run stops from junior 
linebacker Brock Metzger 
and sophomore defensive 
end Jack Pavlak led to an 
incomplete fourth-down 
pass that resulted in a turn-
over on downs. 

The Hubs had one last 
chance to potentially win 
near the end of the fourth 

quarter, but an interception 
near the Rochelle sideline 
with around 15 seconds 
remaining led to the Dukes 
kneeling on their final snap 
to send the first-round 
matchup into overtime, 
where key plays from Vil-
lalobos and Grant Gensler 
helped the Hubs seal their 
wild victory over Dixon on 
Friday.

“We know we have to get 
better this week and we need 
to have a great week of prac-
tice next week,” Gensler 
said. “It feels awesome to 
win and we’ll be ready for 
whoever we face next.”

Sophomore Xavier Villalobos (left) covers Dixon’s Ethan Hays during the Rochelle Hub varsity football game 
against the Dukes on Friday. Villalobos recorded three interceptions as the Hubs won 42-36 in overtime.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

*All participants who attend an estimated 60-90-minute in-home product consultation will receive a $100 VISA Gift Card. Retail value is $100. Offer sponsored by 
LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of 
age. If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID and be 
legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate 
family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not 
be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the 
participant via first class United StatesMail within 10 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. 
Offer not sponsored and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. Offer not available in the states of CA, IN, PA and MI. Expires 10/31/22.

KICKOFF TH
E SEASON

ICKOFF THE
S

With The Best
Sale of The Y

ear

*Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own
your home, or we will clean your gutters for free

Call Today for Your
FREE Estimate!

ONLYONLYLYONLY

$99$99$99
Insta

llatio
n*

Insta
llatio

n*

$100 VISA GIFT CARD

Upon completion of appointment

LIFETIME NO-CLOG
WARRANTY

MADE ONSITE SPECIFICALLY
FOR YOUR HOME

THE ONLY ONE-PIECE
SEAMLESS DEBRIS
SHEDDING GUTTER SYSTEM.

SCRATCHGUARD®

PAINT FINISH SPECIAL
FINANCING
AVAILABLE 815-673-7532

*Subject to credit approval, with the purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub or Shower. Interest is billed during the promotional period but all interest is waived if the 
purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. There is no minimum monthly payment required during the promotional period. Safe Step 

Walk-In Tub is neither a broker nor a lender. Financing is provided through third-party lenders una�  liated with Safe Step Walk-In Tub, LLC under terms and conditions 
arranged directly between the customer and such lender. All subject to credit requirements and satisfactory completion of fi nance documents. Any fi nance terms 

advertised are estimates only. O� er available in select markets, not available in Canada. Participating dealers only. Other restrictions may apply.

Scan me

C
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82165  N
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B 0
0

82999  0
0

83445

North America’s
#1 Selling Walk-In Tub

Featuring our Free Shower Package

For a limited time only with purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. 
Not applicable with any previous walk-in tub purchase. 

Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present offer at 
time of purchase. Financing available with approved credit.

Buy Now, Pay Later! 

NO PAYMENTS 
FOR 18 MONTHS!*

plus a Free Shower Package

815-660-0041
or visit BuySafeStep.com

Now you can fi nally have all of the soothing benefi ts of 
a relaxing warm bath, or enjoy a convenient refreshing 
shower while seated or standing with Safe Step 
Walk-In Tub’s FREE Shower Package! 

✓ First walk-in tub available with a customizable shower

✓ Fixed rainfall shower head is adjustable for your 
height and pivots to offer a seated shower option

✓ High-quality tub complete with a comprehensive 
lifetime warranty on the entire tub

✓ Top-of-the-line installation and service, all 
included at one low, affordable price

Now you can have the best of both worlds–there isn’t 
a better, more a� ordable walk-in tub!

Backed by a lifetime guarantee.
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You can’t beat this  

holiday gift deal!

* Offer expires December 31, 2022

211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle, IL 61068 211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle, IL 61068 
815.562.4171 | www.rochellenews-leader.com815.562.4171 | www.rochellenews-leader.com

Start or Renew a 52-Week 
News-Leader 

Subscription for just 

$139*
and receive a Rotary 

Cash Calendar 

FREE!
(a $159  total value!)

GET TWO GREAT GIFTS 

IN ONE BUY!

WEDNESDAY

55 33
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KNOW IT 

TODAY

Rochelle VFW 

gets donations

The Rochelle VFW Post 

3878 received donations 

from the Rotary Club and 

the RACF. Page 7

WEATHER

LOW

• RONALD ‘SOD’ WILLIAM 

DAVIDSON
• DAISY A. RUSSELL

• JAMES ‘JIM’ SHEEHY 

 
                         

See page 4
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Hub football 

team celebrates 

Senior Night 
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Down Range 

receives city 

facade grant 
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BY JEFF HELFRICH

MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The 

Rochelle City Council 

approved a consultant ser-

vices agreement with Han-

son Professional Services 

Inc. for work on the acqui-

sition of property adjoining 

the Rochelle Municipal 

Airport/Koritz Field. 

The property in ques-

tion is currently owned by 

Large Car Rebuilders Inc., 

and the city is on the third 

step of a 20-step process 

to acquire it. The lengthy 

process is due to state and 

federal requirements that 

deal with airport real estate 

acquisition.
The federal government 

will pay for $23,400 of the 

work by Hanson Profes-

sional Services, the state 

will pay for $1,300 and the 

city’s portion is $1,300. 

See AIRPORT pg 5

BY JEFF HELFRICH

MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — No 

injuries or charges re-

sulted from a two-hour 

police standoff situation 

on Saturday evening in 

Rochelle at a home in 

the 200 block of School 

Avenue, Rochelle Police 

Chief Eric Higby said. 

Police were called to 

the home around 5:30 p.m. 

“A couple at this resi-

dence had a nonphysical 

argument,” Higby said. 

“The male, who has a valid 

FOID card, started walk-

ing around at one point 

with a handgun. Some of 

the other family members 

there and the female left. 

The male was left with a 

child. The female called us 

and that’s how we got in-

volved. Our officers made 

contact with the male. He 

said nothing was going 

on and we could see via 

FaceTime that the child 

was OK.”
Higby said the male 

refused to come out of the 

home to talk with police 

and “out of an abundance 

of caution” the area tac-

tical team was activated 

and a large response was 

No injuries or charges after police standoff

Large response from Rochelle PD, Sheriff’s Office and state police

seen from RPD, the Ogle 

County Sheriff’s Office, 

Illinois State Police and 

Rochelle Fire Department. 

After talking with the 

Ogle County Sheriff’s 

Office negotiator, the male 

subject eventually came 

out of the home and was 

taken into custody and 

transported to Rochelle 

Community Hospital for 

an evaluation. The child 

in the home was reunited 

with their mother. 

“He didn’t make any 

threats or threaten to hurt 

anyone,” Higby said. “It 

was a man in his own 

home with a FOID card 

carrying a weapon, which 

isn’t illegal. We couldn’t 

identify a criminal act. 

There are no charges filed 

at this time. We had a lot of 

response. But when there’s 

a child involved, we use 

an abundance of caution.” 

No injuries or charges resulted from a two-hour police standoff situation on Saturday evening in Rochelle at a 

home in the 200 block of School Avenue, Rochelle Police Chief Eric Higby said. 

(COURTESY PHOTO)

City working 

to acquire 
property

COME SEE YOUR FR  ENDS

Brent Ohlinger

Community President

NMLS#454385

David Eckhardt

Vice President/Loan Officer

NMLS#454387

304 EAST HIGHWAY 38

ROCHELLE 

firststatebank.biz l 815.562.2200 

Best Local Bank

Best Lender

Best Financial Planner

We are proud to be voted Ogle County’s 

BY JEFF HELFRICH

MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — At its 

meeting Monday, the Ro-

chelle City Council heard 

a presentation on its 2022 

tax levy by City Manager 

Jeff Fiegenschuh. 

The state requires cities 

like Rochelle to annually 

adopt and file a property 

tax levy ordinance on or 

before the last Tuesday in 

December. 
Last year, the city’s 

e q u a l i z e d  a s s e s s e d 

valuation (EAV) was 

$268,100,764 and its 

property tax rate was 

1.043070 per $100 of 

EAV. The city collect-

ed $2,796,479 in prop-

erty taxes. For 2022, 

Ogle County has esti-

mated the city’s EAV at 

$281,938,536 which is 

an increase of over $13 

million.
During the meeting, 

Fiegenschuh suggested 

the city adopt an in-

crease of two percent 

($2,849,772 total collect-

ed in property taxes) for 

the upcoming year, which 

is below the maximum 

increase it’s allowed of 

three percent. Based on 

the estimated EAV, the 

Council discusses tax levy
Contract for Route 38 street lights approved

tax rate would decrease 

.032292 per $100 EAV 

for the two percent option.

Nobody on the council 

objected to moving for-

ward with the two percent 

option. 
“I appreciate that we’re 

not constantly going to the 

maximum if there isn’t a 

need for it,” Councilwom-

an Kate Shaw-Dickey 

said. “I think it’s nice for 

people to hear that we’re 

trying to be responsible 

with the dollars and not 

doing the maximum just 

because we can. I appre-

ciate that we’re only levy-

ing for what we need.”

Fiegenschuh said the 

city has seen a steady 

increase in EAV since 

2014. Sales tax collec-

tions have been up “pretty 

significantly” for the city 

lately and Rochelle is “not 

as reliant” on property 

taxes as a lot of other 

communities are, he said. 

With the two percent 

increase, a Rochelle home 

with a market value of 

$100,000 will see a de-

crease in city property 

taxes from $347.69 in 

2021 to $336.93. 

“The city does a fantas-

tic job of where we levy,” 

Fiegenschuh said. “We 

don’t levy the maximum 

amount. We really try to 

keep room in case there’s 

ever an emergency. We’ll 

actually have a decrease 

in the city’s overall levy 

and the amount people 

pay towards the city 

property tax. I think we’re 

about 13 percent of the 

overall property tax that 

people pay in Rochelle.” 

See CITY page 5

At its meeting Monday, the Rochelle City Council heard a presentation on its 2022 

tax levy by City Manager Jeff Fiegenschuh. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)


