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Women Who Care 
present donation
100 Women Who Care 
of Ogle County recently 
presented a donation to 
Pegasus Special Riders. 
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$200 REBATE
On the purchase and installation 
of a set of four tires from  
Bridgestone, Continental,  
Goodyear, Hankook and Pirelli 
when purchased with a  
GM Rewards Card®

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

OREGON — At its 
monthly meeting Tuesday, 
the Ogle County Board ap-
proved its new 2023 budget 
and appropriations. The 
budget has a general fund 
total of over $17.3 million. 
The 2022 amended budget 
general fund total was $16.3 
million.

The budget included 
a 2023-2027 long range 
capital expense plan. 2023 
has plans for demolition 
and planning for the old 
Ogle County Jail site 
($700,000) and the Judicial 
Center Annex solar project 
($300,000). 2024 has plans 
for sheriff/maintenance 
building project ($300,000) 
and county facilities capital 
projects ($200,000). 

See COUNTY page 3

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Ro-
chelle Police Department 
Sgt. Joe Sester is in his 
12th year with the de-
partment and 14th as a 
police officer. He works 
night shift. 

Sester shares the nor-
mal responsibilities of the 
other officers in regards to 
handling day-to-day ac-
tivities of the department. 
As sergeant, he’s also in 
charge of communicating 
orders from the top and 
attempting to mediate 
department issues. 

The RPD sergeant has 
a bachelor’s degree from 
Northern Illinois Univer-
sity. He’s served in many 
roles for the department 
including working as a 
field training officer, on 
truck enforcement and 
bicycle patrol, and as 
union assistant and pen-
sion board vice president. 

“The initial draw to 
law enforcement was the 
excitement,” Sester said. 
“However, it is also one 
of the few jobs where you 
can also make a positive 
difference in somebody’s 
life on a day-to-day ba-
sis.”

When he’s not at work, 

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

OGLE COUNTY — 
Ogle County Farm Bu-
reau Manager Ron Kern 
said Thursday, Nov. 17 
that soybean harvest is 
wrapped up and around 10 
percent of corn remains in 
fields for the 2022 harvest 
in the county.

Kern said that despite 
recent snow flurries, the 
winter weather has not 
yet been enough to impact 
farmers substantially. The 
promise of temperatures 
in the 40s and dry weath-
er during Thanksgiving 
week should help farmers 
to end the season. The 
colder weather helps to 
firm up ground for equip-
ment to drive on, he said. 

Most Ogle County 
farmers circle Thanksgiv-
ing Day on their calendars 
as a goal to have harvest 
finished by, Kern said. 
After crops are harvested, 
farmers attempt to service 
fields before next year.

“Some farmers will 
have a window to get 
anhydrous ammonia on,” 
Kern said. “Depending 
on the ground freezing, 
you’ll see fall tillage. We 
haven’t had much of that 

Sester entering 12th year with RPD
‘It’s one of the few jobs where you can make a positive difference’

Rochelle Police Department Sgt. Joe Sester is in his 12th year with the 
department and 14th as a police officer. He works night shift. 

Board 
approves 
budget

Sester enjoys spending 
time with his four kids and 
his girlfriend. He’s always 
been into sports and he 
golfs as much as he can. 

Sester enjoys that each 
day as a police officer is 
“completely different” 
from the last and that the 
profession and people 
are constantly changing, 
which he says keeps the 
job from feeling repet-

itive.
When asked about a 

memorable experience 
he’s had on the job, Ses-
ter said he couldn’t pick 
just one.

“Sometimes situations 
are funny, sometimes they 
are exciting and even 
dangerous and sometimes 
they are sad,” Sester said. 
“I try to keep memories 
vague, in order to not 

dwell on situations when 
I’m not at work.”

The RPD sergeant 
wants the community to 
know that he and his co-
workers have Rochelle’s 
back.

“There are a lot of good 
people working for RPD 
and every one of them is 
doing the best they can 
to help the community 
thrive,” Sester said.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

Local farmers wrap up 2022 harvest
‘We probably will have the best yields in the state in Northern Illinois’

Ogle County Farm Bureau Manager Ron Kern said Thursday, Nov. 17 that soybean harvest is wrapped up and 
around 10 percent of corn remains in fields for the 2022 harvest in the county.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

done so far. Getting fall 
tillage done helps get the 
soil uncompacted and 
helps get moisture in over 
the winter. Anything you 
can get done during the 
fall gets you ahead for the 
spring.”

Some farmers use 

gas-powered dryers to 
bring moisture levels of 
harvested crops down. 
Kern said a late start in 
the spring caused moisture 
levels to be higher in har-
vest time. Farmers started 
to see November and 
winter weather coming 

and dryers started running 
recently after many left 
crops in fields as long as 
they could to avoid using 
a lot of currently high-
priced gas on dryers.

Kern said yields on corn 
and beans in Ogle County 
have been “excellent.”

“I think farmers are 
very happy,” Kern said. 
“With what I know about 
the rest of the state, we 
probably will have the 
best yields in the state in 
Northern Illinois.”

See HARVEST pg 5
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NOV 25 - DEC 18
OPEN WEDNESDAY - SUNDAY

FROM 9AM - SUNSET
426 S. CHANA RD. CHANA, IL

815-751-4162

Hand Tied Wreaths, Garland & More!
Enjoy Hot Cocoa, Coffee & S’mores By the Fire Pit

Follow Facebook or Call for Santa’s Schedule

11
20

20
22

Special thanks to St. Paul Lutheran School in Special thanks to St. Paul Lutheran School in 
Rochelle for providing a wonderful education for Rochelle for providing a wonderful education for 
our children. Dakota & Elijah have excelled as our children. Dakota & Elijah have excelled as 
students & are now successful adults (Mom & students & are now successful adults (Mom & 
Dad are so proud & love you both so much).  Dad are so proud & love you both so much).  

We are thankful for this school every day, but We are thankful for this school every day, but 
especially during this Thanksgiving season.  especially during this Thanksgiving season.  

Happy Thanksgiving from  Happy Thanksgiving from  
Tim & Bettina BallTim & Bettina Ball

Benefit  
for Dave Kirk
Sunday 11/27  
at Rochelle VFW  

1pm-5pm
Dave has been diagnosed with kidney  

cancer & is undergoing surgery to have a  
kidney removed. 

Please come for a good time & to  
support Dave & his family. 

Text Denise at 815-761-2291 to donate your  
time, food, supplies, cash or raffle items.

Live Music 

by Blue 

Steam

Food, Raffles, Silent Auction & 50/50 Drawing

11202022

BY VICKI SNYDER-CHURA
SPECIAL TO THE NEWS-LEADER

ROCHELLE — Mary 
Beth Papke has been a 
gracious and popular 
participant in Veterans 
Day programs at Rochelle 
Township High School 
and Rochelle Middle 
School throughout the 
school years of her four 
children: Bryce, Dylan, 
Gwen and Troy.  

Mary Beth, CDR, NC, 
USN, served in the US 
Navy from 1985 until 
she retired in 2021. She 
served in Desert Shield/
Storm in 1991 on the Com-
fort Naval Hospital Ship 
in the Persian Gulf and 
deployed for OEF/OND 
2011-2011 to Landstuhl 
Regional Medical Center 
in Germany.

Veterans Day 2022 
marks Mary Beth’s last 

Veterans Day Breakfast 
with one of her chil-
dren enrolled in Rochelle 
schools. Troy graduates 
in 2023.

Throughout her career, 
Mary Beth only missed 
one Veterans Day obser-
vation with her kids due 
to her deployment.

After Mary Beth re-
tired from the Navy with 
26 years of service, she 
conquered breast cancer.

Papke celebrates Veterans 
Day as student parent

Troy and Mary Beth Papke were all smiles during the 2022 Veterans Day 
celebration at Rochelle Township High School.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

OGLE COUNTY — 
At their October meet-
ing, the members of 100 
Women Who Care of Ogle 
County voted to donate 
$5,300 to Pegasus Special 
Riders to help with the 
rebuilding of their facility 

which was a near total loss 
due to high winds this year.

100 Women Who Care 
donates money to four 
different charities per 
year.  The members meet 
only four times, once in 
January, April, July and 

October.  To date they 
have donated $29,000 to 
charities in Ogle County.

For more information 
about 100 Women Who 
Care, contact Deanna 
Forrest at forrestdede5@
gmail.com

100 Women Who Care of Ogle County 
donates to Pegasus Special Riders

From left to right: Deanna Forrest, Donna Fellows, April Bold, Karen Urish, Maja 
Shoemaker and Sue Robbins. 

(COURTESY PHOTO)

ROCHELLE — The 
Daniel & Stephanie Wil-
liams Fund for the Arts 
will host a draw down 

event on Dec. 9 from 7-9 
p.m. at Kennay Farms 
Distilling in Rochelle. 

During the event, your 

Williams Fund draw down Dec. 9
purchased tickets will 
be drawn for a chance 
to win a prize. The last 
ticket drawn will win 
the $1,000 grand prize. 
The second place prize is 
$250. There’s a one-in-
eight chance of winning 
a prize.

The entry fee is a $20 
donation. To purchase 
tickets, contact Daniel at 
815-501-0150. You do not 
have to be present to win. 

All proceeds benefit 
the Daniel And Stephanie 
Williams Fund for the Arts 
and bringing art installa-
tions to the Rochelle area. 

To learn more about the 
fund, visit Rochellefoun-
dation.org.
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The 2023 From The Heart Cash Calendars 
are NOW AVAILABLE!!

The proceeds of the sale of the  calendars 
benefit our From The Heart recipients: 

Pegasus Special Riders, Rochelle Christian 
Food Pantry, HOPE, Focus House, Shining Star 

Children’s Advocacy 
Center, CASA, Rochelle Area 

Community Foundation, Hub City 
Senior Center & Rochelle Rotary.

OUR CHARITIES 
NEED OUR 
SUPPORT 

NOW MORE 
THAN EVER!

YES! Send me my 2023 From The Heart Cash Calendar!  
(Please Print) 

    NAME: ______________________________________________ 
   ADDRESS: ___________________________________________
   CITY, STATE, ZIP:  ____________________________________
   PHONE:  _____________________________________________
   NUMBER OF CALENDARS: _________________________
 Clip and mail this form along with $23 

($20 per calendar plus $3 per calendar postage) to: 
 Rotary Calendar, PO BOX 372, Rochelle, IL 61068

For Just $20 you have a chance to be one of
365 DAILY WINNERS TOTAL CASH PRIZES $18,250

PLUS Each Calendar Has VALUABLE LOCAL COUPONS

Here are 3 Ways to Purchase Your 
2023 From The Heart Cash Calendar!

• ONLINE: Go to http://fromtheheartrochelle.org and click on 
CASH CALENDARS. Once the calendar is purchased we will mail it out to 
you! Shipping and processing fees will be added to cost.

• IN PERSON: You can pick up a 2023 From The Heart Cash 
Calendar TODAY at the following locations:
     In Rochelle at: First State Bank, Stillman Bank, HOPE Chest, 
Dimond Bros. Insurance and Hub City Senior Center 
     In Oregon at: Merlin’s 
     In Dixon at: Shining Star 
    
• • BY MAIL: Fill out the form below and send it in to us and we will mail a 
2023 From The Heart Cash Calendar to you! 
Shipping fees are added to cost.

ROCHELLE — Ro-
chelle Community Hos-
pital was recognized with 
a Pinnacle Award at the 
Illinois Society for Health-
care Marketing and Public 
Relations (ISHMPR) Fall 
Conference held at Par-
A-Dice Hotel & Casino 
in East Peoria, Illinois on 
Oct. 13-14. 

In conjunction with 
the Annual Conference, 
ISHMPR sponsors the Pin-
nacle Awards to recognize 
excellence and achieve-
ment in healthcare mar-
keting and public relations. 

RCH was recognized 
with an award of excellence 
in the video production 
category for the video, 
“The Story of Rylan and 

Sonic the Hedgehog” with 
Dr. Gadini Delisca and pa-
tient, Rylan Svela. Project 
team members included 
Michelle LaPage and Janet 
Stewart of RCH marketing 
and Pam Maher and Devin 
Manville of KMK Media 
Group in Rockford. You 
can search for Rochelle 
Community Hospital on 
YouTube to view the video. 

There were a total of 
63 entries submitted from 
25 healthcare networks, 
hospitals and vendors. The 
entries, which spanned a 
total of 19 different cate-
gories, were judged based 
on their own merit in ac-
cordance with established 
criteria for project plan-
ning, implementation and 

overall results. Marketing 
professionals from the New 
England Society of Health-
care Communications and 
the Carolinas Healthcare 
Public Relations & Market-
ing Society were judges for 
this year’s awards. 

ISHMPR membership 
is open to marketing, com-
munications, and public re-
lations professionals from 
hospitals statewide. The 
Annual Conference offers 
the opportunity for pro-
fessional networking and 
educational presentations 
by nationally-recognized 
healthcare marketing pro-
fessionals. 

For more information 
about ISHMPR, visit www.
ishmpr.org.

RCH recognized with Pinnacle Award

From left to right: Gadini O. Delisca, MD, XCEL Orthopedics; Janet Stewart, RCH 
marketing coordinator and Michelle LaPage, RCH marketing, foundation & 
organizational development manager

(COURTESY PHOTO)

OREGON — Eagle’s 
Nest Art Group will host 
its annual Candlelight 
Walk art show, on Satur-
day, Nov. 26, from 4 p.m. 
until 8 p.m.   

Many different forms 
of art will be on display, 
including oil, watercolor 
and acrylic paintings; 
photography; alcohol ink; 
pen and ink; calligraphy; 
ceramics; prints  and cards. 
All work is original and 
created by artists from 
Ogle, Winnebago and Lee 
Counties.

Also on exhibit will 
be the art created by the 
annual October/Novem-
ber painting class. The 
class is taught by Laurie 
Friemuth and assistant 
Karen Tucker.

The ENAG gallery is 
located on the second floor 
of Conover Square Mall, 
201 N. 3rd St. in Oregon. A 
lift is available. There is no 
cost for the show. Parking 
is plentiful.

Information about 
ENAG classes, programs 
and membership will 

be available during the 
show for those who are 
interested.

Artists will be on hand 
to greet you. Christmas 
treats will be served. Have 
some cookies and enjoy 
the art!

Everyone is invited to 
this holiday celebration 
of art and community. 
The shops of Oregon’s 
Conover Square Mall will 
be all decked out for this 
festive event  and ready 
to welcome you and your 
family.

Eagle’s Nest Art Group Candlelight 
Walk Show scheduled for Nov. 26

Fifth grade students at Tilton Elementary School recently earned student of the 
month honors for October and November. Pictured not in order are: 

October: Sean Hudzick, Samantha Garcia, Hazel Arreguin, Brendon Fulgencio, 
Sofia Rosales, Priscilla Lopez and Parker Harris. Month of November: 
Maddex Jackson, Hector Gonzalez, Ayelend Lopez, Perla Valenzuela, 

Allbrin Veliu, Owen McLaughlin and Bryley Malone. 

Tilton students earn student of the month honors

ROCHELLE — An 
inter-denominational 
community Thanksgiv-
ing service will be offered 
on Sunday, Nov. 20 at 4 
p.m. at Rochelle United 

Methodist Church. Let 
us give thanks to God 
together! Everyone is 
welcome regardless of 
faith traditions or beliefs. 
Prayers appropriate for a 

diverse congregation will 
be offered, and the offer-
ing taken will be divided 
between the Rochelle 
Food Pantry and the Ro-
chelle Homeless Shelter. 

RUMC Thanksgiving service Nov. 20
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HOW TO CONTACT US

News-Leader Main Switchboard (815) 562-4171

General Manager 
Mike Feltes   (815) 561-2124

Newsroom Staff 
Jeff Helfrich, Managing Editor (815) 561-2151 
Russ Hodges, Sports  (815) 561-2152

To Place a Display Ad
Andrew Heiserman  (815) 561-2123
Chris Ackland   (815) 561-2153 

To Place a Legal Ad
Mike Feltes   (815) 561-2124

To Place a Classified Ad
Andrew Heiserman  (815) 561-2123
Chris Ackland   (815) 561-2153

Subscriptions and Delivery
Kelly White   (815) 562-4171

Call (815) 561-2112 or
Visit our website at

www.rochellenews-leader.com

211 IL Route 38 East, Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-4171

IN-COUNTY REGULAR SUBSCRIPTION RATES
• $139.99 for one year • $79 for six months

• $34.99 for three months • $13.99 for one month

USPS (467-820)  ISSN (1075-2811)
Published every Wednesday and Sunday by Rochelle News-
papers Inc. at 211 E. State Route 38, Rochelle, IL 61068. 
Periodical postage paid at Rochelle, IL 61068. Postmaster send 
address changes to the Rochelle News-Leader, P.O. Box 46, 
Rochelle, IL 61068. Subscription rates are $139.99 per year by 
mail in Ogle County. Outside county rate is $149.99 per year. 
No mail delivery in newspaper-carrier serviced areas. The 
circulation department  is  open  Monday through Friday  from 
8 a.m.  to  5 p.m. If you are a carrier subscriber and your paper 
does not arrive, contact Kelly White at 561-2112.

Any arrests listed in this paper 
are merely charges and the 
defendants are presumed 

innocent unless proven guilty in 
a court of law. Please note that 
all police reports received from 

the Rochelle Police, the Ogle 
County Sheriff’s Department 

and the Illinois State Police, will 
be printed without exception. 

Requests to omit particular 
reports will not be considered or 

honored at any time.

Report policy

. . Never been manufacturedNever been manufactured

. . NO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERYNO TIME LIMIT FOR DELIVERY 

.   .   Comes with complete building  Comes with complete building  
blueprints and Construction Manualblueprints and Construction Manual

NEW HOMES:

www.americanloghomesandcabins.com

Serious Inquiries only Call: 704 368-4528

Before Calling View House Plans at

JUST RELEASED: AMERICAN LOG HOMES  
is assisting estate and account  
settlement on houses

LOG HOME KITS  
selling for BALANCE OWED with FREE DELIVERY

LOG HOMESLOG HOMES
PAY ONLY THE BALANCE OWED!PAY ONLY THE BALANCE OWED!

* Windows, Doors and Roofing not included

Model #101, Carolina, $40,840       BALANCE OWED $17,000
Model #203, Georgia, $49,500        BALANCE OWED $19,950BALANCE OWED $19,950
Model #305, Biloxi, $36,825            BALANCE OWED $14,500
Model #403, Augusta, $42,450        BALANCE OWED $16,500 

Fully Guided Tours Since 1952

9 Day Tour. 
Includes All Meals,  
All Hotels, and All Activities.

Hike in jungle rainforests, view 
volcanoes, soak in hot springs, cruise 
biological reserves and relax on tropical 
ocean beaches. Join the smart shoppers 
and experienced travelers.

1-800-CARAVAN 
Caravan.com

Costa Rica 
$995

Choose a Guided Tour + tax, fees
Costa Rica 9 days $995
Panama 8 days $995
Guatemala 8 days $995
Mexico 
- Ancient Civ. 9 days $995
- Copper Canyon 8 days $1295
“ Brilliant,  
 Affordable Pricing ” 
 Arthur Frommer,  
 Travel Editor

R O C K F O R D  — 
Douglas Paul Lieving, 
50, formerly of Rochelle, 
passed away Tuesday, 
Nov. 15 from a car acci-
dent in Rockford. 

Doug was born on Jan. 
24, 1972 to Paul and Kath-
ryn (Herrmann) Lieving 
in Rochelle. Over the 
years, he was employed 
at Cedar Siding in Ro-
chelle, Motorola, Wood-
ward Govenor and cur-
rently UPS in Rockford. 
Doug loved to be in na-
ture and take walks in 
the woods with his girls. 
He enjoyed grilling and 
smoking food. 

He was an avid col-
lector of knives and 

guns. During his free 
time, he enjoyed hanging 
out and just doing life with 
his lifelong friend, Dan.

Doug is survived by 
his three daughters: Al-
exandra, Adabelle and 
Avery of Rockford; his 
parents, Paul and Kathryn 
Lieving of De Witt, Iowa; 
two sisters: Sara (Jason) 
Osborne and Amy (Scott) 
Seebach both of Rochelle; 
two nieces: Lydia Osborne 
and Allison Seebach and 
nephew, Kyle Seebach.

The visitation will be 
from 3- 5 p.m., Sunday, 
Nov. 20 at the Unger-Horn-
er Funeral Home, 400 N. 
6th St., Rochelle. The fu-
neral service will be held 

at 10:30 a.m., Monday, 
Nov. 21 at the funeral 
home with Pastors Doug 
Forsberg and Todd Ack-
land officiating. 

Burial will follow the 
service at Lawnridge Cem-
etery in Rochelle. Memo-
rials may be made to 
Doug’s family. 

Visit www.ungerhorn-
er.com to sign the online 
guest book.

Obituaries

Douglas Paul Lieving
Ogle County Sheriff’s Report

OREGON — On Nov. 
16 at 6:48 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop in 
the 7,000 block of North 
Kishwaukee Road for an 
equipment violation. After 
an investigation, Mical 
Lane, 45, of Byron, was 
arrested for driving on a 
suspended driver’s license. 
Lane was also cited for no 
operable registration light. 
Lane was released on a 
signature I-Bond with a 
return court date.

On Nov. 16 at approxi-
mately 3:23 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop at 
Illinois Route 72 and In-
terstate 39. After an inves-
tigation, deputies arrested 
Brian Hill, 35, of Rockford 
for driving while license 
revoked. Hill’s vehicle was 

towed from the scene. Hill 
was transported to the Ogle 
County Jail where he was 
held in lieu of bond. 

On Nov. 17 at 8:31 p.m. 
deputies were dispatched 
to the 300 block of West 
Balsam Street in Forreston 
for a report of a domestic 
disturbance. As a result of 
the subsequent investiga-
tion, Dylan J. Joens, 28, of 
Forreston, was arrested and 
charged with two counts 
of domestic battery. Joens 
was transported to the Ogle 
County Jail pending an 
appearance before a judge. 

All individuals are con-
sidered innocent until 
proven guilty.

Thanksgiving
As millions of motorists 

Deputies dispatched for 
domestic disturbance

hit the road to celebrate 
Thanksgiving, Illinois 
law enforcement will be 
working around the clock 
to make sure holiday trav-
elers are buckled up and 
driving safely. The Ogle 
County Sheriff’s Office  is 
joining the Illinois Depart-
ment of Transportation and 
the Illinois State Police to 
remind motorists to “Click 
It or Ticket.”  

The goal  of  this 
high-visibility effort is 
to reduce motor vehicle 
crashes and the resulting 
injuries and fatalities. 
Correct seat-belt use is 
the most effective way to 
protect vehicle occupants. 
According to IDOT, the 
statewide seat-belt us-
age rate is at 93 percent. 
“Wearing your seat belt is 
second nature for most,” 
Sheriff Brian VanVickle 
said. “We’re looking for 
the 7 percent of Illinois 
motorists who skip this 
lifesaving step.”

Drivers and passengers 
can expect a ticket from 
sheriff’s deputies if they 
are spotted without a seat 
belt. Stepped-up patrols 
will be seen through-
out Ogle County and the 
state from Nov. 18-28. 
If you’ll be celebrating 
with alcohol or other im-
pairing substances, please 
remember: Plan for a sober 
ride home before you go 
out. If you’ve been drink-
ing or using marijuana or 
other drugs, call a taxi, take 
mass transit or call a family 
member to get you home 
safely. Use your favorite 
ride-share service, such as 
Uber or Lyft, or use public 
transportation. If you see 
a drunk driver, pull over 
safely and call 911. 

Make sure everyone in 
your vehicle wears their 
seat belt. It is the best de-
fense against an impaired 
driver.

Rochelle Police Report

ROCHELLE — On 
Nov. 15 at 1:18 p.m. 
Deion Commack, 27, of 
Rochelle was arrested for 
an Ogle County warrant, 
obstructing a peace offi-
cer and resisting a peace 
officer and transferred.

On Nov. 15 at 5:01 p.m. 
Steven W. Blomberg, 29, 
of Rochelle was arrested 
for domestic battery and 
transferred.

On Nov. 15 at 11:21 
p.m. David K. Cook, 53, 
of Rochelle was cited for 

operating an uninsured 
vehicle. He was given a 
Dec. 16 Rochelle court 
date.

All individuals are 
considered innocent until 
proven guilty in the court 
of law.

Officers issue arrests

BYRON — The Cana-
dian Pacific (CP) Holiday 
Train will be stopping in 
Byron on Dec. 3 at 11:45 
a.m. for a holiday perfor-
mance.  The Train will 
benefit People Helping 
People, which is the food 
pantry in Byron that serves 
six townships in northern 
Ogle County. 

This is a Saturday, so 
grab the kids, grandpar-
ents and make this a family 
holiday outing. Monetary 
and healthy canned goods 
are all needed to help them 
continue their service to 
those in need in the area.  

The Canadian Pacific 
(CP) Holiday Train will re-
turn to the rails this season 
on its first cross-continent 
tour in three years, follow-
ing virtual concerts in the 
pandemic years of 2020 
and 2021. The train will 
again raise money, food 
and awareness for local 
food pantries in communi-

ties along the CP network.
“I’m grateful to the CP 

team members who adapt-
ed during the COVID-19 
pandemic to deliver two 
exceptional virtual Hol-
iday Train shows and to 
all those who continued to 
donate while we kept com-
munity members safe,” 
said Keith Creel, CP’s 
president and chief execu-
tive officer. “The Holiday 
Train is all about families 
and communities coming 
together to celebrate the 
season and help those in 
need. We are excited to 
be back out on the rails 
and in our communities, 
taking these two beautiful 
trains across our network 
and sharing the joy that 
comes with gathering in 
the spirit of giving.” 

Details about this year’s 
artists and which perform-
ers will play which shows 
are available at cpr.ca/
holidaytrain. 

Holiday Train shows 
are free to attend. CP asks 
attendees to bring a cash 
or non-perishable food 
donation if they’re able. 
Local food shelves will 
set up collection stations 
at each event, with all 
donations made staying 
with the local food pantry 
to help people in need in 
the community. Because 
local food pantries buy 
food at a discount, cash 
donations can go further 
than food donations to 
help those in need, but 
either are appreciated. 

Since the Holiday Train 
program launched in 1999, 
the CP raised more than 
$21 million and collected 
five million pounds of 
food for community food 
pantries across North 
America. Come out to 
see the train, enjoy the 
show and help the local 
food bank, People Helping 
People fill their pantry.  

The Canadian Pacific Holiday Train will be stopping in Byron on Dec. 3 at 11:45
a.m. for a holiday performance.  The Train will benefit People Helping People, 
which is the food pantry in Byron that serves six townships in Ogle County. 

CP Holiday Train stopping in Byron

(COURTESY PHOTO)
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Ashton Bible Church, corner of Main and Paddock 
in Ashton. Pastor Farrel Stauffer, church phone is 
(815)453-2190, church website www.ashtonbible.
org0. Sunday School for all ages 9:00-10:00am, 
Morning Worship 10:15am, Wednesday Prayer 
Meeting/Bible Study 6:30-8:00pm.

The Bridge Church, Pastor Greg Duncan, 11038 
E. IL Route 38, Rochelle, IL 61068. Phone: 815-
562-7750. Sunday School: 9:00 am; Sunday Service: 
10:00 am; Nursery & Children’s ministry during 
am service; Bible Study Tuesday 10:00 am and 
Wednesday 7:00 pm.  Web: thebridgechurchrochelle.
com Email: thebridgechurchrochelle@gmail.com

Calvary Lighthouse Church, Assemblies of 
God, Senior Pastor, Dr. James Horvath. 14409 
Hemstock Rd., Rochelle. Sunday Morning: 
Sunday Worship & Children’s Church 10:00 A.M., 
Wednesday Evening  7:00 P.M. – Adult Teaching, 
Missionettes & Royal Rangers Childrens Classes, 
Nursery available for all services. HE-Brews Cafe 
is open before and after services. For further 
information, please call the CLC office at 815-562-
7701, or email us at staff@calvarylighthouse.com

Calvary Lutheran Church, LCMC -  “To Know 
Christ and to Proclaim Christ in Word and Deed” 
-19 Perry Road, Lee, IL 60530 (the intersection of 
Perry Road and W. County Line Road). Rev. Martha 
Uecker Nelson, Pastor. Coffee Hour starts at 9:00 
a.m., Sunday School, Confirmation, and Adult 
Bible Study are at 9:15 a.m. Worship is at 10:30 
a.m. and is broadcast live on Facebook. Go to our 
website is at www.Calvarychurchlee.org and click 
on the link there. A Grief Support Group meets 
the third Tuesday of each month at 10:00 a.m. Call 
or text (815) 824-2825 or email CalvaryLeeIL@
gmail.com with questions or for more information. 
Also check us out at www.facebook.com/Calvary-
Lutheran-Church.

Rochelle Church of Christ, Keeping Christ at 
the center in the Hub City. We meet Sundays at 
9:00am for Bible Study and 10:00am for worship. 
We also have a Wednesday Bible Study at 7:00pm. 
206 Erickson Rd, Rochelle, IL 61068. You can 
call us at (815) 562-6572 or visit us on the web at 
rochellechurch.com. We also have a radio program 
Sundays just after 8am on WRHL 1060AM. 
Minister Dominic Venuso.

Creston United Methodist Church and Steward 
United Methodist Church - Rev. Ilhan You, 
Creston: 126 West South Street, P.O. Box 209, 
Creston, Illinois 60113. Sunday morning worship 
9:00am. Coffee fellowship at 10:15am. Steward: 
507 Main Street, P.O. Box 80, Steward, IL 60553. 
Adult Sunday School, 10:00am. Sunday morning 
worship and Children’s Sunday School 11:00am. 
Contact the church office at 847-730-4370 for 
more information. facebook.comcrestonumcil 
faccebook.com/stewardilumc

Elim Reformed Church, 140 S. Church Road, 
Kings, IL 61068. Phone: 815-562-6811. Email 
goelimchurch@gmail.com Website www.
goelimchurch.org Sunday Morning Worship 10:00 
Rev. Marv Jacobs

Faith Lutheran Church –  (14206 E. Flagg Rd.) – 
“Making Christ Known Through Lives of Faith.” In-
person worship is available each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. 
or online at “Faith Lutheran Social” on YouTube. 
Worship resources are also available on our Facebook 
page - ‘Faith Lutheran Church ELCA.’ You may also 
e-mail Pastor Joy Alsop at Pastor@faithlcrochelle.org 
for more information. All are welcome to join us!

First Baptist Church of Rochelle, First Baptist 
Church of Rochelle invites you to experience 
our practical Bible services which have nurseries 
provided in every service along with a wide range 
of children’s and teen ministries.  Sunday School 
is at 9:30 am with regular church services at 10:30 
am and 6:00 pm.  Wednesday Family Night starts 
at 6:30 pm with AWANA for the 5 yr. olds thru 
6th grade.  The Omega Teen Ministry also starts at 
6:30 pm for 7th – 12th grades and the Adult Bible 
Study at 7:00 pm.  First Baptist Church is located 6 
blocks west of Hwy 251 at the corner of Woolf Ct. 
and 8th Ave. in Rochelle.  Call 562-4168 for more 
information .  Listen at 11:00 am Sunday mornings 
on WRHL 1060 AM for the Sunday morning “Bible 
Message.” www.firstbaptistrochelle.org

First General Baptist Church, 500 S. 12th 
St, Rochelle.   Phone: 815-562-5221. Email: 
fgbcrochelle@gmail.com.Website: www.
fgbcrochelle.org. Facebook: www.facebook.com/
fgbcrochelle.Pastor:   Rev. Angelo Bonacquisti. 
Sunday worship services: 8:30 am, 11:15 am 
and 6:00 pm.  Sunday school:  10:00 am. We’d be 
honored to have you join us as we worship JESUS 
and continue to grow in truth and love for God 
and each other.  A nursery, children’s church, youth 
group and small groups are available.  If you need 
a ride please contact our church bus driver, John, 
at (815) 262-4275 by 8:30 am on Sunday. “For if 
you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and 
believe in your heart that God raised him from the 
dead, you will be saved.” Romans 10:9

First Presbyterian Church – An Amazing Place 
for Amazing Grace- Rev. Doug Forsberg, Senior 
Pastor. 1100 Calvin Road, Rochelle.  Email: info@
placeforgrace.com.  Sunday morning worship 
9:00am & 11:00am. In person or streamed 
online. On our Website and Facebook Live.  
www.placeforgrace.com / www.facebook.com/
placeforgrace

Grace Fellowship Church  — Pastor Jeff Ardissone, 
2128 Il Route 38, Ashton, 815-453-7464. Sunday 
School 8:30 a.m. Sunday Worship Service 9:45 a.m. 
www.graceisforyou.com

Harvest Baptist Church 241 Scott Ave. (Hillcrest). 
Rev. Duane Boehm, pastor. Email duane712@
hotmail.com, cell 815-757-3427. Visit us on 
Facebook! Service times: Sunday morning worship 
with Children’s Church at 10 am. Wednesday night 
worship at 7 pm. 

Immanuel Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 
16060 E. Lindenwood Road, Lindenwood, IL 61049. 
Rev. Dr. Matthew Rosebrock. Church Phone 393-
4500. Church Worship 9:00 a.m. Sunday School 
Christian Education Hour at 10:30   a.m.

Living Water Community Church  405 N. Main St, 
Downtown Rochelle. Phone 815-561-6249, Website: 
www.lwccr.com, Like us on Facebook. We are Non-
Denominational, Christ Centered, Casual dress, Christ 
Centered Live Band Worship. Chris Bender- Teaching 
Pastor, Brent Braski- Administrative Pastor, Adrian 
Daugherty- Lead Worshipper, Joe Mortimer- Youth 
Director, Amanda Barnes- Office Manager. Sunday 
Worship Service- 10:00am. Nursery/Toddlers Ages 
0-5 available during the service in the Splash building. 
Swim- Grades 1st-5th worship with the adults then 
break out for age appropriate teaching. Youth groups, 
Small groups, Life Groups and Workshops meet 
throughout the year for Bible teaching. 7C’s Mission- 
serves the community physically & spiritually each 
month from 1135 Lincoln Hwy, providing lightly used 
clothing, Hygiene items, a light lunch and Elder Prayer 
open the second Saturday from 10am-2pm and the 4th 
Thursday from 4pm to 7:00pm and by appointment..  

  

New Hope Fellowship (Church of God - 
Anderson, IN), 1501 10th Ave., Rochelle, IL 61068. 
Service: Sunday at 9 a.m. 10:30 a.m., (815)561-
8400, www.NHFchurch.net Pastor: Dan Sergeant 
and Pastor Nick Tornabene.  (Classes for children 
through age fifth grade during service.)

Primitive Baptist Church, services 3’d Sunday 
each month, at 10:30 a.m. and I p.m., in the meeting 
room of the Holiday Inn Express, 1240 N. Dement 
Road, Rochelle, Ill. Elder Robbie Webb, and other 
ministers preaching. Lunch and fellowship time 
between services. Contact Elder Rob Webb, 312-
809-0871, or Elder Robert Webb, 217-357-3723, 
or email bwebb9@juno.com for more information. 
Services sponsored by the Carthage Primitive 
Baptist Church for convenience of members 
and friends in northern Illinois and southern 
Wisconsin. Visitors are welcome. 

Rochelle United Methodist Church, Rochelle 
United Methodist Church wishes everyone a happy 
and healthy fall!  Everyone is welcome here!  We 
believe that everyone is created in the image of 
God, and we are all forgiven and loved by God. 
We celebrate our differences as gifts from God 
for each other.  Come be a part of an accepting 
fellowship with us! Rev. Dr. Katherine Thomas 
Paisley, Pastor. 709 Fourth Ave. (815) 562-2164. 
admin@rochelleumc.com. Sunday worship is 
at 9:00 am with Sunday School for children after 
the Children’s Message.  Recorded services are 
available on our YouTube channel and our website 
at www.rochelleumc.com.  Our services are on 
the radio (93.5 FM) on Sunday mornings at 9:00 
am.  Our Facebook page is www.facebook.com/
rochelleumc.  Bible study is on Wednesdays at 6:00 
pm, studying Acts – and in October it is preceded 
by a Soup Supper at 5:00 pm.  Everyone is welcome! 
Beginning October 30 and through November 27, 
worship will focus on “A Place at the Table,” and 
we will celebrate communion with an open table 
each week of the series. Everyone is welcome and 
everyone is loved!

St. Patrick Catholic Church Rev. Jesus Dominguez; 
Deacon Fermin Garcia; Deacon George Schramm; 
244 Kelley Dr. (Corner of Kelley & Caron Rd.), PO 
Box 329, Rochelle, IL 61068. Office Hours: 9:00 AM- 
4PM Monday-Thursday, Phone: 815-562-2370. 
Mass times: 8:00 AM Monday-Thursday, Saturday 
Vigil Mass 5:00 PM English, 7PM Spanish, Sunday 
Mass 7:30 AM, 9:00 AM in English and 11:00 AM in 
Spanish. Confessions: Monday 8:30AM & 6:30PM, 
Tuesday 8:30AM, Saturday 8:30am & 4:00-4:45 PM 
Or by appointment. Religious Education: Deacon 
George Schramm, Director of Religious Education. 
903 Caron Road, Rochelle, IL 61068, 815-561-0079 
Website: stpatricksrochelle.com 
Email: stpatrick-rochelle@rockforddiocese.org 
Facebook.com/StPatrickRochelle

St. Paul Lutheran Church “Building Relationships 
in Christ, Now and Forever!” Pastor-Rev. Greg 
Hoffmann, Steven Hall, Principal, Parish Nurse-
Marcia Schnorr. 1415 Tenth Ave., Rochelle. 
Church Office-562-2744. Worship times: 6:00 p.m. 
Saturday, 9:00 a.m. Sunday. Our service is broadcast 
over WRHL 1060AM at 10:00 a.m. Sunday. Sunday 
School 10:15-11:15 a.m.  Call 562-6323 for more 
information about the school.

CHURCH DIRECTORY

From page 1

After a late start in 
the spring and prices of 
inputs like fertilizer and 
anhydrous ammonia being 
“through the roof” and 
sometimes double and 
triple what they were the 
year before, Ogle County 
farmers were wondering 
whether or not the year 
would be profitable. Kern 
said crop prices rebounded 
well since and good yields 
should make most farmers 
profitable this year. Input 
prices still remain high for 
farmers.

“With the past year 
and high input prices 
and transportation issues, 
farmers I think are really 
going to be sharpening 
the pencil with booking 

fuel, fertilizer, seed and 
everything,” Kern said. 
“It will be an interesting 
dance this winter.”

Ongoing drought issues 
with the Mississippi River 
could have a negative 
impact on area farmers. 
Grain is shipped to the 
river and barges are cur-
rently backed up due to 
the low water levels. In 
recent months, Kern called 
the river “a lifeline for 
agriculture” and said other 
farming inputs are moved 
up and down it.

“They’re still having a 
hard time getting barges up 
and down the Mississippi 
River,” Kern said. “Soon 
there will be ice on the 
river and that always slows 
down shipping. If the po-
tential rail strike comes to 

pass, that could be an issue 
for agriculture as well. 
Having ethanol plants 
locally can help. Transpor-
tation issues getting solved 
will be critical. We’re past 
the rainy season, so I don’t 
think there will be much 
help filling that river.”

The Ogle County Farm 
Bureau manager reflect-
ed on a year that saw a 
friendly mother nature, 
but unfriendly economic 
issues.

“What do we call nor-
mal anymore?” Kerns said. 
“Nothing seems to be nor-
mal in the past few years. 
The war in Ukraine and 
COVID-19 have affected 
markets. I think it’s all 
just been a perfect storm 
the past two years. It’s all 
coming back to roost.”

HARVEST: Kern discusses current state of local farming

Ogle County Farm Bureau Manager Ron Kern said crop prices rebounded well 
since and good yields should make most farmers profitable this year.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
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Guest column

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages responsible letters to 
the editor on subjects of interest to our readers. Editing may be 
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas 
will not be altered. All letters must bear the handwritten signature 
of the writer and include address and phone number or e-mail 
address for verification purposes. Neither the street address nor 
phone number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly 

handwritten, and no anonymous letters will be published. Any 
letters from boards or organizations must include at least one 
name of an individual. Any criticism of public officials should 
be limited to issues related strictly to their position or actions 
made in office, as personal attacks will not be published. Letters 
involving private disputes between the writer and a business 
will not be published. Political endorsements will be published, 

however letters  rom candidates endorsing themselves will not be 
printed. Letters may be dropped at the News-Leader office (211 IL 
Route 38 East), mailed to the News-Leader (P.O. Box 46, Rochelle, 
IL 61068) or e-mailed (news@rochellenews-leader.com.) The 
News-Leader reserves the right to edit or reject any letter to the 
editor for any reason, and letters chosen for publication do not 
necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

IL Sen. Brian Stewart
M104A State House
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0180

U.S. Con. Adam 
Kinzinger
1218 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-3635

* Denotes Chairman/President

IL Rep. Tom Demmer
314 Capitol
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

Reed
Harris

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes  bhayes@rochelleil.us
Rosaelia Arteaga  rarteaga@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                       dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
John Gruben  jgruben@rochelleil.us

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Dave Casey  dcillini94@gmail.com
Steve Builta  sbuilta@gmail.com
Ashley Jackson                      ajackson@d231.rochelle.net
Stephanie White                        swhite@d231.rochelle.net
Eric Van Hise  eric.vanhise@gmail.com
Trisha Vaughn                                      jrvtlv02@msn.com
Javier Zepeda  jzepeda@rthsd212.org

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Carol Hayenga  carol.hayenga@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas  bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Jacky Aguilera jacky.aguilera@rths212.org
Jeff Tilton  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Bobby Chadwick bobby.chadwick@rthsd212.org
Brian VanVickle                  brian.vanvickle@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board

Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodie Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Lloyd Droege  ldroege@oglecounty.org
Dan Miller  dmiller@oglecounty.org
Greg Sparrow  gsparrow@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Bruce McKinney bmckinney@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney  skenney@oglecounty.org
David Williams  dwilliams@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
Wayne Williams jwdw13@yahoo.com
Jennifer Payton  
*Tom Byro  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Steve Katzman  skatzman@essex1.com
Mike Kerns  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Mark Hibshman  
Curt Ward  caward92@comcast.net

Hillcrest Village Board
*Randy Salsbury  rsalsbury@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pittman  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Dan Potter dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Richard Rhoads  rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball  tball@hillcrestil.us
Renee Kerwin  rkerwin@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
*Bob Withrow  flaggtwp@rochelle.net
Joanna Patrick  flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
Susan Rothenberger assessor@rochelle.net
Scott Seebach  scottseebach@gmail.com
Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle  noggle62@gmail.com
Eric Gruben  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hagar  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
*Jaqueline Dickow dickow@comcast.net
Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net
Michael Scanlan scanlan@comcast.net
Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip          doobs12@comcast.net

Question:  What’s the longest trip you’ve ever made in a car and where was the destination?
VOICE ON THE STREET

FIRST, I would like 
to congratulate 
all our Rochelle 

Township High School 
Hubs football teams for 
the efforts they put into 
this season’s games. I am 
so proud of them and for 
the varsity team making it 
to the quarterfinals. From 
what I’ve seen this year, 
we have many more years 
of victory ahead.

It appears that there 
may have been a big hint 
during our recent election 
that climate change means 
a whole lot to many young 
people in this country. As 
well it should. As the cli-
mate changes, and in my 
mind deteriorates, we have 
a silent ultimatum to do 
something about it.  Though 

we have taken some steps 
to see improvements be 
implemented, we have a 
long way to go.

I have heard from many 
people that the changes to 
the climate we have seen 
are normal. It may surprise 
you to hear that I think this 
is correct. So, let’s try to 
imagine what normal is. If 
you feel that our planet is 
as special as many do, you 
may also feel our Earth will 
try and correct anything that 
is abnormally occurring. 
When it is occurring on a 
massive or accelerated ba-
sis, then dramatic changes 
in weather may occur. It is 
normal then, that the Earth 
tries to correct itself.

So, we should ask our-
selves, are these more-de-

structive weather occur-
rences due to massive or 
accelerated events? If they 
are, what do we consider 
these events? Is the removal 
of life-giving trees one of 
them? Trees remove up 
about 30 percent 
of the carbons pro-
duced by industrial 
manufacturing. As 
the number of trees 
decline, carbons 
in the atmosphere 
rise.  Though this 
is a small number, 
why would we want 
to keep cutting for-
ests without some-
how replacing them, a long-
term correction, or adding 
another type of absorption 
process?  This, of course, is 
a human factor, along with 

increasing outputs of car-
bon from manufacturing.

Do we feel that our over-
use of water qualifies for 
one of these major events? 
When we overuse water, 
there can be many effects 

that follow. A big 
one is the reduc-
tion of peatlands. 
These are one of 
the largest of carbon 
absorption methods 
and outweigh the 
forests in carbon 
reduction.  As we 
use more and more 
water, the surface 
water becomes re-

duced and the ability of 
peatlands to survive is 
diminished. Don’t let the 
difference between ground 
and surface water confuse 

you. Both are required in 
everyday use.

In the same way, the use 
of water for crops reduces 
the amounts of water we 
have left for other uses. 
Some crops like almonds 
are highly water-intensive. 
Some manufacturing meth-
ods are water-intensive in 
the same ways. At least 
with farming, new crops are 
being developed to allow 
for plant growth using less 
water and thereby allowing 
survival even in drought 
conditions. The use of water 
is another human condition.

Climate change was 
once referred to as global 
warming. Many said that 
the weather wasn’t feeling 
warmer where they were, 
and many said it seemed 

colder, not warmer. Well, 
it wasn’t called positional 
warming, always global. 
But climate change is a 
much clearer term so we 
should use and stick to that.

We should also remem-
ber that climate change is 
a normal thing. The Earth 
doing what it can to repair 
itself. Of course, the more 
we ignore the causes for 
these repairs, the more 
repairs Earth is going to 
make. It can’t help itself. 
It must survive, even if it 
means we might not. We 
may have done more than 
we should have already. 

Let’s hope that this isn’t 
true. Let’s also hope that 
our children can correct 
these problems we have 
given them.

DEMOCRACY 
is dying in this 
nation and it’s 

being killed by entrenched 
interests in both political 
parties.

I can’t say it any more 
bluntly than that. 

There are some things 
that I found encouraging in 
the recent midterm election: 
Trump Republicans in hot-
ly-contested congressional 
races took a shellacking. If 
I were to point to a singular 
character that epitomizes 
the rot within our political 
system it would be The 
Donald. 

He’s made unsubstanti-
ated allegations of election 
fraud, shown contempt 
for the peaceful transition 
of power and inspired an 
insurrection.

And he has fellow Re-
publicans quivering in their 
wingtips, fearful that he 
can torpedo their political 
careers.

Regular readers of this 
column know that I’m 
conservative on economic 
issues and moderate to lib-

eral on most other matters. 
And when I vote I almost 
always split my ticket be-
tween both parties. 

When I first entered jour-
nalism, the conventional 
wisdom was for reporters to 
hide their political leanings. 
Readers aren’t so naïve as 
to believe journalists don’t 
have their own political 
convictions. I’ve embraced 
transparency. That said, I 
strive to be fair in all my 
news stories. 

Sometimes, I’m delight-
ed by a particular race.

For example, I really en-
joyed covering the contest 
for the 13th Congressional 
District between Nikki 
Budzinski and Regan Deer-
ing. Both women are bright, 
articulate and have entered 
the realm of public affairs 
for the right reasons. After 
interviewing each of them, 
I found myself genuinely 
liking both. 

They had distinct philos-
ophies, giving voters a clear 
choice. That’s the way 
democracy is supposed to 
work. Unfortunately, in this 

nation it seldom does.
In fact, in any given 

election less than 10 percent 
of races for the U.S. House 
are in play. In the other 90 
percent, the candidate is 
either uncontested or facing 
only nominal opposition. 

For example, I live in 
the 15th Congressional Dis-
trict. MAGA-loving Mary 
Miller will be my represen-
tative in Washington. She 
had only nominal 
opposition from a 
Quincy Democrat, 
who no one be-
lieved could win.

For state senator, 
I’ll be represented 
by Steve McClure. 
He’s a good guy but 
he ran unopposed. 
In the old Soviet 
Union, they had 
elections where all of the 
candidates were unop-
posed. That wasn’t and isn’t 
democracy. 

My current state Rep. 
Tim Butler, R-Springfield, 
also is a good guy who ran 
unopposed. But within a 
week of being reelected 

he announced that he was 
resigning to become a 
lobbyist for the Illinois 
Railroad Association.

So why run for a job that 
you’re going to quit?

Well, being a popular 
incumbent, his presence 
on the ballot dissuaded any 
Democrat from seeking the 
office. And now that he is 
leaving office, the Repub-
lican Party bosses – rather 

than the voters – get 
to pick his replace-
ment.

It’s business as 
usual in Springfield. 
Both parties do it, 
but democracy is 
about having voters 
decide, not political 
insiders. 

The reason so 
few congressional 

and legislative districts 
are competitive is because 
instead of voters choosing 
their politicians, politicians 
are choosing their voters.

Almost every state – 
Illinois included – is so 
effectively gerrymandered 
that for the vast majority 

of races the outcome is 
preordained.

But it gets worse; we 
now have a situation where 
politicians are not only 
picking their voters –  but 
their opponents.

We saw that this year in 
the governor’s race. Gov. 
J.B. Pritzker spent $30 
million in the Republican 
primary to ensure that their 
nominee – his opponent – 
was the weakest in the field.  

Republican Darren Bai-
ley represents the far right 
of the party. He’s a Trump 
acolyte far out-of-step with 
most Illinois voters. Once 
the GOP nominated Bailey, 
Pritzker spent $110 million 
of his personal fortune to 
defeat him.

It is worth noting that 
despite Pritzker essentially 
picking his opponent, hav-
ing the advantage of incum-
bency and outspending him 
11 to 1, he captured only 54 
percent of the vote.

A win is a win. But 
with those advantages, 
one would expect a better 
performance. 

Upon winning the elec-
tion, our governor had this 
to say: 

“To the fake patriots and 
their enablers: You don’t 
love the United States if 
you’re not willing to de-
fend it against a man who 
would destroy it. Donald 
Trump is the modern em-
bodiment of tyranny that 
our founders feared the 
most. So don’t lecture us 
about norms or typical 
political practices. Against 
a party that nominates and 
endorses antisemites and 
racists and anti-immigrant 
zealots, appeasement and 
complacency do not work.”

While I don’t entirely 
disagree with the statement, 
it wasn’t one for Pritzker 
to make. 

After all, he spent $30 
million to ensure a MA-
GA-loving, “fake patriot” 
was the Republican nomi-
nee. It doesn’t get any more 
cynical than that. 

Scott Reeder, a staff writ-
er for Illinois Times, can 
be reached at sreeder@
illinoistimes.com.

Consider this: Climate change

Democracy is dying

Scott
Reeder

“Rochelle to Guadalajara Jalisco, 
Mexico.”

Ramon Samano

“From Scottsdale, Arizona to Cornelius, 
North Carolina in a car by myself. 2,040 
miles – never again.”

Lois Gittleson

“Parrault Falls in Canada. 15 hours.”
Julie Reineck

“From Miami, Florida to Rochelle.”
Katie Paulsen

“Illinois to Arizona then California.”
Allie Pelka

“1,686 miles…Eastern Virginia to Boul-
der, Colorado. Three days, three kids, three 
cats a car and a U-Haul truck.”

Sarah Chandler Scheffler

“Rochelle to San Diego, California. 
2,000+ miles, 28 hours.”

Kevin Infante

“From Rochelle to North Augusta, 
South Carolina. 945 miles, 14 hours.”

Tyler Isham

“Phoenix, Arizona.”
Julie Wood Fox
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COMMUNITY

Coffee Break

ROCHELLE — Ro-
chelle Chapter Daughters 
of the American Revolution 
(DAR) will conduct multi-
ple Wreaths Across Amer-
ica ceremonies to honor 
local veterans during the 
weekend before Christmas. 
Wreaths Across America 
is a national program for 
communities to honor 
deceased local veterans 
by sponsoring and placing 
wreaths at their graves. 

DAR will return to Days-
ville Cemetery, burial site of 
Revolutionary War soldier 
Daniel Day, St. Patrick’s 

Cemetery in Rochelle, as 
well as continuing grave 
specific requests at Trinity 
and Lawnridge; which are 
also in Rochelle. The chap-
ter is excited to add Wood-
lawn Cemetery in Creston 
to this year’s sponsorships.

The public’s assistance 
is requested to honor as 
many veterans as possible. 
Wreaths can be sponsored 
for $15 each online by 
visiting www.wreathsac-
rossamerica.org/IL0136P 
or scanning the QR code 
in the photo to select the 
cemetery of their choice. 

To sponsor wreaths by 
check, please contact Lyd-
ia Roberts at VIS.DAR.
Rochelle@gmail.com or 
Laurie Perry at regent.
dar.rochelle@gmail.com. 
Order forms are also avail-
able at the VFW and St. 
Patrick’s Catholic Church 
office. Please note that the 
sponsorship deadline is 
Nov. 29. Specialty wreath 
options are available at the 
website.

Volunteer participants 
are invited to attend the cer-
emonies and place wreaths 
to fulfill the objectives to 

remember our fallen U.S. 
veterans, honor those who 
serve and teach our children 
the importance of freedom.

Wreaths Across Amer-
ica ceremonies are sched-
uled as follows: Saturday, 
Dec. 17, 10 a.m.: Wood-
lawn Cemetery, Creston. 
Saturday, Dec. 17, 1 p.m.: 
Daysville Cemetery, Or-
egon. Sunday, Dec. 18, 1 
p.m.: St. Patrick’s Cem-
etery, Rochelle, with ab-
breviated ceremony and 
wreath placement to follow 
at Lawnridge and Trinity 
Cemeteries.

 Nov. 20
Tony Fry
 Nov. 22

Tim Dougherty
 Nov. 23

Seth House
Kevin & Katie Sherburne 

(anniversary)
Carolyn Bieck

 Nov. 24

Brenda Jones
 Nov. 27

Makayla Ludwig
 Nov. 29

Sam South

Birthdays & Anniversaries

Call 815-561-2151 to submit names for birthdays and anniversaries

Nov. 22 – (Tuesday) – CLOSED FOR THANKSGIVING
Nov. 24 – (Thursday) – CLOSED FOR THANKSGIVING
Nov. 29 – (Tuesday) – Chicken Wraps with Lettuce, Tomato, 
Cheese, Ranch
Dec. 4 – (Sunday Brunch) – Sausage Gravy and Biscuits, 

Oatmeal, Meat Skillets over Diced Potatoes
KIDS MENU: Chicken Nuggets w/Fries
**All menus are subject to change. If you would like to check 
before coming out, please call us at 815-561-9074
www.KitchenTableRochelle.org

THE KITCHEN TABLE MENU

Oct. 25 - Juan Martinez, Rochelle, $25

Oct. 26 - Janelle Stein, Rochelle, $25

Oct. 27 - From the Heart, Rochelle, $25

Oct. 28 - Laurie Haub, Rochelle, $25

Oct. 29 - Nancy Adams, Rochelle, $25

Oct. 30 - Village of Progress, $50

Oct. 31 - Rochelle Rescue Mission, $250

Nov. 1 - Josh Williams, Rochelle, $25

Nov. 2 - Rochelle Rescue Mission, $25

Nov. 3 - Matt Gerard, Rochelle, $25

Nov. 4 - Foundation for Focus House, $25

Nov. 5 - From the Heart, Rochelle, $25

Nov. 6 - Rochelle Area Community Foundation, $50

Nov. 7 - Jacob Meyers, Rochelle, $25

Nov. 8 - Sharon Watkins, DeKalb, $25

Nov. 9 - Rachel Huff, Rochelle, $25

Nov. 10 - Pastor Greg & Tina Hoffman, Rochelle, $25

Nov. 11 - Foundation for Focus House, Rochelle, $250

Nov. 12 - Nancy Pfab, Lindenwood, $25

Nov. 13 - Rochelle Area Community Foundation, $50

Nov. 14 - Michael Shumack, Amboy, $25

Nov. 15 - From the Heart, Rochelle, $25

Nov. 16 - Rochelle Area Community Foundation, $25

Nov. 17 - Patty Rudolphi, Dixon, $25

Nov. 18 - Justin Hutchinson, Sterling, $25

Nov. 19 - Adam Heal, Rochelle, $25

Nov. 20 - Dale Galland, Rochelle, $50

Rochelle Chapter Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) will conduct multiple Wreaths Across America 
ceremonies to honor local veterans during the weekend before Christmas. 

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Wreaths Across America schedules ceremonies
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LOCAL NEWS

Teach Kids about 
Electrical Safety!

Some important lessons include:
• Water and electricity do not mix
• The only objects that go into
  outlets are electric plugs
• Never stick fingers or objects in
  electrical appliances
• Electric cords should be left alone

Local People Providing Local Services

815-562-4155
333 Lincoln Hwy., Rochelle • www.rmu.net 01272019

• Secure Entry System
• Community room with kitchen
• Activities
• On-site coin operated laundry
• On-site management office
• Dependable 24/7 maintenance service
• On-site parking for residents

For more information, please call 815-562-1404
Full time Social Service Coordinator is available to assist residents

615 N. Lincoln Hwy.
Rochelle, IL 61068
TTY 847-390-1460

Rent based
on 30% of a 

Resident’s Adjusted 
Gross Income

M A N A G E D  B Y:

w w w. L S S I . o r g

Owned and operated by Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI) offering 
apartment living for older adults in Rochelle and the surrounding communities.

0101201701132019

Lincoln ManorAPARTMENT AVAILABLE

From page 1

2024 also plans for con-
tingencies including light-
ing, HVAC, IT support and 
renewable energy/solar 
($500,000).

The total for the five-
year capital expense plan 
is $4.23 million.

During the public 
comment portion of the 
meeting, the board heard 
concerns from Ogle Coun-
ty Board of Health Chair-
woman Carol Hoekstra 
about funding for her 
board’s allotments.

The allotment for the 
board of health as listed 
in 2023 is $56,000. In 
2022 that number was 
$80,000 and in 2021 it 
was $83,000. It is cur-
rently looking to hire a 
new administrator for 
the Ogle County Health 
Department due to the 
planned departure of cur-
rent Administrator Kyle 
Auman.

“As a health board, we 
won’t be able to function 
with the stipend decrease 
of $24,000,” Hoekstra 
said. “We’re having a 
hard time currently. We’re 
losing our administrator. 
We’ve been going through 
interviews and have seen 
trouble finding qualified 
administrators. At this 
time, it makes it impossi-
ble to attract someone for 
the job with problems with 
the budget already. Please 
reconsider what you have 
there.”

Hoekstra said she be-
lieves the health depart-
ment should be kept in the 
county and it’s handled 
a difficult few years due 
to COVID-19 on top of 
handling its regular duties.

ARPA
The board unanimous-

Board Chairman John Finfrock recognized four members of the board that will be departing including Dorothy Bowers, Greg Sparrow, 
Bruce McKinney and Lloyd Droege. Tuesday’s meeting was the last for Bowers, Sparrow, McKinney and Droege. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

COUNTY: Board approves ARPA funding for projects 

ly approved funding for 
three projects with Ameri-
can Rescue Plan Act funds 
in the county that total 
$88,090.

The first involves cam-
eras for the downtown 
campus and in parks in 
Mt. Morris for $25,590. 
In recent years, the village 
has seen an increase in 
crimes including burglary, 
criminal damage and de-
facement in those areas.

The Village of Stillman 
Valley was given $12,500 
in matching funds for a 
stormwater project. The 
village recently had a 
drainage study done and 
purchased two properties 

to facilitate the addition of 
green space to the drain-
age that runs through the 
entire village. There will 
be construction of a dry 
drainage ditch to slow 
the path of water through 
town.

The Rochelle Fire De-
partment and Ogle-Lee 
Fire Protection District 
were awarded $50,000 
for a multi-disciplinary 
training facility project to 
serve local and regional 
public safety personnel. 
The project’s needs in-
clude a concrete pad and 
training structure.

The board also ap-
proved ARPA funding for 

its own human resources 
department for $350,000 
over three years.

Recognition
Board Chairman John 

Finfrock recognized four 
members of the board 
that will be departing 
including Dorothy Bow-
ers, Greg Sparrow, Bruce 
McKinney and Lloyd 
Droege.

Tuesday’s meeting 
was the last for Bowers, 
Sparrow, McKinney and 
Droege. Bowers served 
on the board for 18 years, 
mostly as chairwoman 
of the HEW committee. 
Sparrow served for 10 

years, mostly as chairman 
of the finance committee. 
Droege was on the board 
for four years and served 
on the committees of road 
and bridge, personnel and 
salary and state’s attor-
ney. McKinney was on the 
board for 10 years and on 
the committees of assess-
ments and planning, road 
and bridge and personnel 
and salary.

“These four people 
have been on the board 
for a long time,” Finfrock 
said. “We’re going to miss 
every one of them.”

Election
Ogle County Clerk 

Laura Cook thanked her 
staff for their work during 
the recent midterm elec-
tion.

“It was a tough one 
this time, even though 
it was just a midterm,” 
Cook said. “There was a 
lot of voter turnout. We 
had 60 percent, which is 
great. I also want to thank 
the township supervisors 
and all the election judges 
and volunteers that helped 
out. Without their assis-
tance, we couldn’t do it.”

The board also voted 
unanimously to raise the 
compensation for election 
judges from $100 to $150 
going forward.
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SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY

Tuesday through Friday 9-4 Saturday 9-1 Sunday - Monday Closed

429-433 Lincoln Hwy.
Rochelle, Illinois
815-562-8765

hubcityfurniture.com

HUB CITY FURNITUREHUB CITY FURNITURE

Rochelle Moose Lodge  
Craft & Vendor Show

311 N. Main Street, Rochelle

For More Information, Call: 815-562-4286

Saturday, November 26th  
10AM - 3PM

Open To The Public

Lots of Vendors including:  
Tupperware, Scentsy, Hand Made  

Jewelry & Many Others

Participating  

in the  
Rochelle  

Word Hunt -  

Stop in For  

Your Word

BUY any Hat, GET Custom Embroidery FREE!*

* Valid 11-28-20 only! 
9am-1pm, No Rain Checks.

Wait or pickup at a later date.
Up to 10 letters - extra letters, 

50¢ each.

NEW 
LOCATION:

404 Lincoln 
Highway

815-561-9500

11
22

20
20

SMALL businesses 
continue to be the 
backbone of the 

North American business 
community. According to 
the career resource Zippia, 
there are 33.2 million 
small businesses in the 
United States. Those orga-
nizations employ around 
62 million people. The fi-
nancial wellness company 
Fortunly says that small 
businesses account for 
nearly half of all private 
sector jobs in Canada. 
In fact, small employer 
businesses made up 98.1 
percent of all businesses 
in Canada in 2021.

Despite the prevalence 
of small businesses and 
the abundance of people 
willing to become entre-
preneurs, 20 percent of 

these firms fail within 
the first year, and only 55 
percent survive five years 
or more, says Zippia. The 
COVID-19 pandemic was 
particularly harsh on small 
businesses. However, 
many of them survived 
through digitization that 
they plan to continue to 
utilize even when the 
pandemic is long gone. 

Maintaining a small 
business through econom-
ic highs and lows and other 
issues often comes down 
to customer involvement. 
Consumers are the driving 
forces behind the success 
of small businesses. Here 
are some effective ways 
for consumers to help 
small businesses grow.

Shop local. The “Shop 
Local” movement has 

been around for awhile 
but remains as relevant 
as ever. Shopping local 
means becoming repeat 
patrons at the independent 
businesses that comprise 
Main Street as opposed 
to the chain stores that 
dominate strip malls. 

Share on social. Social 
media can be a great way 
to spread the word about 
businesses you like and 
point out particular exam-
ples why you shop there. 
Utilizing social media 
platforms to highlight 
the positive attributes of 
a business can help that 
business grow.

Call direct for take-out 
orders. Those ubiquitous 
third-party food delivery 
services may be conve-
nient, but businesses have 

How consumers can help small businesses

Rochelle | www.stichery815.etsy.com
stichery815@gmail.com | 815-601-0643

Follow Us On

Specializing in All Things Wedding  
from Dresses to Garters 

Memory Pillows, Baby Sleepers,  
Re-Upholstery & More

Stitchery 815
Custom Sewing & Alterations

Midwest signs & 
designs llc

midwestsignsndesigns@gmail.com
designsbymidwest.com

Call or Text 815-677-6498
Creston, IL

Indoor & Outdoor Signs, 
Large Format Printing, 

Vehicle Lettering, Custom 
Designs & MoreSkyler Sarver

Owner

11232022

to share the profit from 
your purchase with the 
delivery service, cutting 
into their bottom lines. 
Pick up your order or rely 
on the restaurants’ own 
delivery teams.

Engage with the busi-
ness online. Complicat-
ed algorithms and other 
factors determine how a 
business’ website or social 
media page gets seen by 
the public. You can help 
things along by liking 

pages, visiting the website 
frequently and sharing any 
posts.

Speak about a business 
in person. When out and 
about, whether you’re din-
ing with friends or chatting 
with a stranger, try to push 
and recommend business-
es you support. If someone 
compliments your lawn, 
shoes or haircut, mention 
the businesses that did 
the work or sold you the 
products.

Suggest opportunities 
for exposure. If you know 
about a school or organiza-
tion looking for vendors, 
make the suggestion to a 
small business you use 
frequently. They may 
get new customers from 
participating in the event.

Small businesses are 
driving forces in the econ-
omy. Consumers can do 
their part to keep them 
thriving and profitable.  
businesses grow.
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LocalLocal
Eat • Drink • Shop • Live

815-384-3620815-384-3620
headons2go.comheadons2go.com
103 N. Main Street | Creston103 N. Main Street | Creston

LIKE AND FOLLOW US ON

FACEBOOK

2022
VOTED

OGLE CO UNTY

BEST OF
11212022

• • BeerBeer
• • WineWine
• • SeasoningsSeasonings
• • Prime Rib RoastsPrime Rib Roasts

Catering & Party Trays 

Tues-Fri - 9a-5:30p
Sat - 9a-4p

Gift Certificates 
Gift Certificates AvailableAvailable

• • TurkeyTurkey
• • HamHam
• • Holiday FavoritesHoliday Favorites

502 Franklin St., Oregon, IL
Mon-Fri 10AM to 5PM • Saturday 9AM to 2PM • Sunday Closed

HOME 
DÉCOR 
GIFTS

ELITE DIXIE BELLE 
PAINT RETAILER

Red Light  
Therapy Bed

Versa Spray Tan
High Quality CBD

 

Four Levels of  
UV Tanning  

Cocoon Wellness Pod 
Unique Boutique for 

great Christmas Gifts!

Monday-Thursday 8-8 • Friday 8-7 • Saturday 8-4

Don’t miss out on your chance to be added to this page!  
The Shop Local page will run every Sunday in the Rochelle News-Leader  

and every Monday in the Ogle County Life up until Christmas!
Contact your sales representative today to be included!

There’s No Place Like HomeThere’s No Place Like Home 
for the Holidaysfor the Holidays

209 Powers Rd  Rochelle, IL    •    (815)562-8792
Hours: 

M-F 9-5, Sat 10-5, Closed Sunday

2022
VOTED

OGLE COUNTYBEST OF

We welcome you to  
Diamond G Western Store.  

 
We are celebrating our 50th year in business. 

 
We have a large selection of 

western hats, boots, clothes, 
belts, and buckles, horse 
care products, tac and 

much more!

G

815-562-4050
4564 S. Knoll Rd

Rochelle IL

134 MAY MART DR
ROCHELLE 

815-561-0001

View the menu:
Dog-Hub.com

ONLINE ORDERING  
NOW AVAILABLE!

DINE-IN
PICK-UP
DELIVERY

Monday-Saturday  10:30AM–9PM
Sunday  Closed

Tuesday through Friday 9-4 Saturday 9-1 Sunday - Monday Closed

429-433 Lincoln Hwy, Rochelle, Illinois
815-562-8765 | hubcityfurniture.com

HUB CITY FURNITUREHUB CITY FURNITURE

11232022

$10 ANY Haircut 

“Spice up your holidays at your local Salon & Spa!”

*Please present this coupon at check-out. Feel free to check-in online, walk-in or call

Delicious, Quality Raw Milk
Fresh at the farm!

Monday - Saturday 6:30 - 8:00 am  
& 4:30 - 6 pm

Sunday 6:30 -8:00 am & 5 - 6:30 pm

(Please bring your own containers. 24 hours Notice Required.)

387 S. Malta Rd., Rochelle, IL 61068
815-762-6867 • PreciousPastures.com
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RTHS Girls Basketball

Lady Hubs fall 46-21 against Eastland in Forreston Tournament opener

SPORTS FINDING HER STROKE 
 
RTHS student-athlete Bryn Kissack swam 
at the IHSA Byron Sectional on Nov. 5. 
 
See page 2 for more details
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621 First Ave., Rochelle, IL • 815-562-8784

Happy Thanksgiving!
From all of us at:

11
06

20
17

From:

Back on the hardwood

RTHS Boys Bowling

Rochelle takes two games from LaSalle-Peru
Cavaliers edge Hubs 3,223-3,089 in home opener at T-Byrds on Wednesday

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Con-
sistent scoring across all 
three games allowed the 
Rochelle Hub varsity bowl-
ing team to earn two single-
game victories and score 
four conference points dur-
ing Wednesday’s Interstate 
8 home match against the 
LaSalle-Peru Cavaliers at 
T-Byrd Lanes. 

Rochelle eclipsed the 
1,000-pin threshold in all 
three games on Wednesday, 
finishing strong but falling 
just short in a 3,223-3,089 
series loss to the Cavaliers. 
Sophomore Logan Frye 
led Rochelle with a 648 
series score, while junior 
Jonathan Alanis followed 
with a 606 series score. The 
Hubs (1-3, 0-2 Interstate 
8) will battle Kaneland on 
the road Monday, Nov. 21 
at 4 p.m.

“I’m really happy with 
how we’ve started the 
season,” head coach Jim 
Lyles said. “A couple of 
our kids are bowling really 
well and I’m excited to see 
how the remainder of the 
year goes.”

LaSalle-Peru started the 
match with an explosive 
effort in the first game, 
defeating Rochelle 1,179-
1,004 behind 258 from 
Ethan Picco and 228 from 

Peyton Baker. Freshman 
Andrew Powell led the 
Hubs with a 196 in the 
first game, while Frye and 
Alanis rolled 189 and 182.

“Andrew has been a 
pleasant surprise and we’ve 
excited that he’s a member 
of our program,” Lyles 
said. “Andrew has an im-
mense amount of upside. 
He wants to learn and he 
takes advice really well 
and runs with that advice. 
I think he has a big future 
with our program.”

Rochelle fought back 
to take the second game 
1,011-998. Frye sparked 
the rally with a series-best 
233 in the second game, 
while Alanis remained 
steady with a 181. Picco 
totaled a 229 and finished 
with a team-high and 
match-best 664 series score 
for LaSalle-Peru.

“Logan went out and 
took some lessons during 
the summer,” Lyles said. 
“He’s a totally different 
bowler than he was last 
season. He’s been really 
consistent and really con-
fident for us.”

Despite falling short in 
the final series count, the 
Hubs claimed the third 
game 1,074-1,046 to finish 
with four conference points 
scored. 

See HUBS page 4
Sophomore Logan Frye (left) and junior Jonathan Alanis (right) each step onto the approach during the 
Rochelle Hub varsity bowling match against LaSalle-Peru on Wednesday.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

FORRESTON — The 
Rochelle Lady Hub var-
sity basketball team had 
a difficult time finding 
scoring opportunities dur-
ing Thursday’s Forreston 
Tournament opener against 
Eastland.

Looking to bounce back 
from a tough road loss at 
Guilford on Wednesday, 
Rochelle leaned on its de-
fense early, but the Lady 
Hubs struggled on the of-
fensive end, falling to the 
Cougars 46-21. Juniors 
Alivia Henkel and Kennedy 
Adamski each scored four 
points for Rochelle (0-2, 
0-0 Interstate 8) in the loss, 
while senior Francesca Wil-
liams added three fourth-
quarter points.

“We had a hard time put-
ting the ball in the basket,” 
head coach Ryan McQuade 
said. “We need someone to 
take control of this basket-
ball team and we haven’t 
seen that so far. I thought 
we played with effort dur-
ing the second half, but the 
first half was where we lost 
the game.”

Eastland looked to es-
tablish its post players 
early in the game, but tough 
inside-out defense from the 
Lady Hubs helped shield 

the Cougars from finding 
opportunities around the 
rim. Henkel and sophomore 
Abby Metzger each made 
field goals for the Lady 
Hubs in the first quarter, 
where Rochelle held the 
Cougars to a 10-6 lead be-
fore Eastland began pulling 
away in the second quarter, 
using quick ball movement 
to create open shots around 
the perimeter.

“I thought we were active 
defensively in the first quar-
ter in terms of our hands and 
our rotations,” McQuade 
said. “We were slower with 
our rotations in the second 
quarter and those are things 
that we’ll review on film 
and we’ll look to fix when 
we come back and play our 
next game.”

Senior Torrin Nantz 
swished Rochelle’s first and 
only 3-pointer of the game 
late in the second quarter, 
while junior Megan See-
bach entered off the bench 
and made a layup under the 
basket for the Lady Hubs, 
who trailed 26-9 at halftime. 
The Cougars surged ahead 
in the third quarter, forcing 
turnovers with their half-
court defense and using 
their superior size down 
low to score several baskets 
around the rim. 

See GIRLS page 4
Junior Alivia Henkel (right) dribbles down the floor during the Rochelle Lady Hub varsity basketball team’s 
Forreston Thanksgiving Tournament game against Eastland on Thursday evening.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)
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The businesses featured on this page are 

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”
I’m looking forward to serving your needs for insurance and 
� nancial services.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
CALL ME TODAY.

Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc 
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL 61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Diana Alanis, MDCaring for your 
family’s health from 

infant to adults.
For appointment, please call

815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct, Rochelle, IL 61068

Most Insurance Accepted

Accepting 
New Patients

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

815 561 4035!

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto  Home Improvement   Vacation

Jami Hackman & Kristen Stover

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle

H
S
2
0
1
6

Jami Hackman

Se Habla
Español

BUY HERE – PAY HERE
You Work - You Drive

1400 N 7th St
Corner of Flagg Rd & Hwy 251 N

227 E. Rt 38 • Rochelle, IL

815-562-8706
www.rochellechiropractic.com
Now Accepting New Patients!

Licensed and Insured
24 Hour Emergency Service

815-562-4937
500 Cleveland Avenue

Berg-Johnson
Electric

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

FREE ESTIMATES

“Proudly Serving The Rochelle Area Since 1945”
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Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

#4061/#83-3198

Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

101 Maple Ave • Rochelle, IL 61068
815.562.7057 •  hub-remsen.com

GO HUBS!GO HUBS!

• Collision Repair • New/Preowned Vehicles
• 24 Hour Towing • Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

We are Ogle Countyʼs
only GM Dealer!

Come visit us!

815-562-8787 • www.jeffperrychevrolet.com
CHEVROLET • BUICK • CADILLAC • JEEP • CHRYSLER

We are 
Ogle 

County’s 
only 

GM Dealer!
• Collision Repair
• 24 Hour Towing

• New/Preowned Vehicles

• Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes  

and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181

www.rochellehospital.com
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209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8792

www.meyersfurniture.com

Residential & Commercial Roofing

815-561-0099
Licensed & Insured

• Shingled Roofs
• Flat Roofs
• Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities
• Custom Built Homes
• Additions

Residential, Concrete
Driveways, Flatwork

and Foundations

HSF2015

• Large menu of foods
• Rochelle’s famous chicken

by the dinner or bucket
• Hand dipped ice cream

(16 flavors)
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251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039
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SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

200 Steward Road

800.262.1680
www.johnsontractor.com

Dine In • Carry Out •  
• Home Delivery • Pizza • Pastas • 

• Sandwiches • Salads •  
• and Lots More!

Serving Illinois & the Surrounding Area

Specializing in Walk-In Tubs 
& Acrylic Showers

Additions ~ Bathrooms ~ Kitchens 
Accessibility Remodeling

Batavia Builders & 
Remodelers, LLC

Debbie Foster,  
Owner
(815) 501-8946
www.bataviabuilders.com

ANDERSON
Plumbing & Heating, Inc.
Plumbing, Heating, Air Conditioning, 

Drinking water systems, Water Heaters, 
Softeners, Iron Filters & More.

One less thing to worry about

621 First Ave., Rochelle
815-562-8784

Like us on 
Facebook

Lic# 055-013999
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OGLE COUNTYBEST OF
2020

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OF
2021

Vince’s Pizza Family and staff are 
always ready to serve you, 55 years and 
counting! Without compromise we will 

continue to serve the Best Pizza and 
Italian dishes with only the highest 

quality ingredients from start to finish!  
 

We are proud to support Rochelle Hubs!

815.562.7300 
Delivery & Curbside Pick Up 
1071 N 7th St, Rochelle, IL
vincespizzainrochelle.com

HUB SPOTLIGHT

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

BYRON — Rochelle Township High 
School student-athlete Bryn Kissack has 
been swimming since she was 18 months 
old. The freedom she feels while in the water 
is one of the many things she enjoys most 
about the sport, which she has competed in 
as a member of the Rochelle Rays with the 
Flagg-Rochelle Community Park District 
for the last several years.

“I’ve always had a thing for the water,” 
Kissack said. “I can move around more 
freely in the water and I feel like a free 
bird. I enjoy being in the water and doing 
what I can to be a better swimmer. It’s fun 
to have the ability to get out of my chair, 
get in the water, be free and have fun.”

On Saturday, Nov. 5, Kissack represent-
ed RTHS at an IHSA-sanctioned swim meet 
for the first time, racing at the IHSA Girls 
Swimming & Diving Sectional at Byron 
High School. The Lady Hub sophomore, 
who was diagnosed with spina bifida when 
she was young, completed three individual 
events in the athletes with disabilities di-
vision including the 50-yard freestyle 
(1:43.33), the 100-yard freestyle (3:44.38) 
and the 100-yard breaststroke (5:23.14). 

“It was a great experience and it felt great 

to represent RTHS,” Kissack said. “I had a 
blast and it was so much fun. It wasn’t an 
environment I hadn’t experienced before 
and my main goal was to have a lot of fun. 
I thought I did my best and it was nice that 
I was the only one in each of my events 
because I was racing against time and time 
was my worst enemy during the meet.”

Kissack qualified in all three events 
for the IHSA State Championship meet at 
Hinsdale Central, but did not attend the state 
meet this year. Despite her absence, Kis-
sack said she intends to continue swimming 
throughout her high school years, both with 
the Rochelle Rays and as a student-athlete 
at RTHS. Kissack, who said the freestyle 
and the breaststroke are her two favorite 
events to participate in, said her goals for 
the future include medaling at a state meet.

“I want to try and earn a medal because 
I know I can do it,” Kissack said. “I know 
I’m strong enough to physically move my 
body and reach the finish line with a really 
good time.”

Kissack is one of three student-athletes at 
RTHS who have swam in the athletes with 
disabilities division over the last several 
years. Former Lady Hub student-athletes 
Aubrey Headon and Alli Cole each com-
peted at the IHSA State Championship three 
times in their respective careers.

Kissack races at IHSA Byron 
Swimming & Diving Sectional

Rochelle sophomore Bryn Kissack competed in the IHSA Girls Swimming & Diving 
Sectional at Byron High School on Saturday, Nov. 5. Kissack, who has spina bifida, 
completed three events in the athletes with disabilities division.

(COURTESY PHOTO)
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What Service
Do You Offer?

Advertise Here

Commercial & Residential Roofing

Residential 
Concrete

Driveways, Flatwork
and Foundations

•Shingled Roofs  •Flat Roofs 
•Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities 
•Custom Built Homes  •Additions

561-0099
www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE
ESTIMATES

Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Heating & Air Conditioning

 Lic.#058-087891

Serving Rochelle For Over 40 Years

Quality Service • Free Estimates
 Residential & Commercial

815-562-8784

Plumbing/Heating/CoolingGutters

COMMUNITY BOARD
Need to get the word out about a product Need to get the word out about a product 

or service you offer? or service you offer? 
Give us a call at 815-562-4171. Give us a call at 815-562-4171. 

We can reach over 9,000 homes!We can reach over 9,000 homes!

RTHS Football

Hubs turn potential into productive nine-win season
Rochelle reaches IHSA Playoffs for third time in five years under Kissack

The Rochelle Hub varsity football team finished 9-3 this season, reaching the IHSA Playoffs for the third time in five years. Rochelle has 
clinched a berth in the postseason over each of the last two seasons.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — An 
even distribution of soph-
omore, junior and senior 
players led to the Ro-
chelle Hub varsity foot-
ball team’s first nine-win 
season since 2004 and the 
program’s first berth in 
the IHSA Playoff Quar-
terfinals since 2017. With 
starters on both sides of 
the ball eligible to return 
next season, head coach 
Kyle Kissack will be look-
ing to turn that potential 
into production.

Rochelle finished with 
a 9-3 overall record while 
placing second in the 
Interstate 8/Kishwaukee 
River Blue Division with 
a 4-1 conference record. 
The Hubs reached the 
playoffs for the second 
consecutive season and 
have now clinched post-
season berths in three of 
the last five seasons since 
Kissack took over as head 
coach. Rochelle averaged 
36.1 points per game and 
leaned on its traditional 
wing-T rushing attack, 
which averaged exactly 
358 yards per game on 
the ground.

“This group was spe-
cial because we had al-
most an equal amount 
of contributions from 
the senior, junior and 
sophomore classes,” Kis-
sack said. “It was a really 
unique team and the kids 
bonded really well during 
the summertime. They 
fought for each other 
throughout the season.”

Seniors Garrett Gensler 
and Trey Taft each eclipsed 
1,000 yards on the ground, 
with Gensler rushing 
for 1,727 yards and 29 
touchdowns while Taft 
ran for 1,099 yards and 12 
touchdowns. Sophomore 
Erich Metzger and senior 
Cody Cullum combined 
for 1,103 yards and 11 
touchdowns from the 
fullback position. Taft 
led the Hubs with 200 
receiving yards and three 
touchdowns, while senior 

David Gerber followed 
with 176 receiving yards 
and two touchdowns. 
Senior Hayden Inman 
threw for 419 yards and 
five touchdowns from the 
quarterback position.

“We continued to build 
on what we’ve installed 
over the last few seasons,” 
Kissack said. “We had 
multiple three-year start-
ers on offense and we had 
a lot of different things 
available to us. Having 
two backs exceed 1,000 
yards is a big deal and 
what’s really important 
is that, with the brand of 
football we play, our backs 
need to block when they 
aren’t carrying the ball. 
I’m really proud of how 

unselfish this group was 
and they really embodied 
the standard of the pro-
gram.”

Junior Brock Metzger 
led the defense with 70 
tackles and five tackles 
for loss. Garrett Gensler 
added 47 tackles, while 
sophomore Grant Gensler 
recorded 37 tackles and 
finished with a team-
leading four interceptions. 
Sophomore Kaiden Morris 
compiled 36 tackles as 
well as a team-high three 
sacks and two fumble re-
coveries to lead Rochelle 
on the defensive line. 

Senior Landon DeLille 
totaled 27 tackles includ-
ing a team-high six tackles 
for loss. Junior Tommy 

Tourdot and sophomore 
Xavier Villalobos each 
recorded 30 tackles, with 
Villalobos securing three 
interceptions during Ro-
chelle’s first-round over-
time playoff win against 
Dixon.

Metzger compiled 32 
tackles and senior Aidan 
Rodriguez added 28 tack-
les with an interception.

“I saw a lot of growth 
on the defensive side of 
the ball throughout the 
season,” Kissack said. 
“We dealt with some in-
juries and we faced some 
tough offenses, but we 
were able to be creative 
and we continued to grow. 
Our kids absorbed a lot of 
information on a week-

to-week basis and they 
adjusted really well. They 
really embraced how we 
wanted to play defense. 
We rotated a lot of young 
players up front and those 
kids earned a lot of valu-
able experience.”

The Hubs will lose 
seven senior starters on 
offense including line-
men Jaden Cook, Bradley 
Cooney, John Green and 
Aidan Darby as well as 
Inman, Gensler and Taft 
in the backfield. Rochelle 
will lose two senior cor-
nerbacks (Rodriguez and 
Gerber) as well as three se-
nior linebackers (Gensler, 
Taft and Cullum) and three 
senior linemen (Cooney, 
DeLille and Raul Aguirre) 

on defense. DeLille and 
Inman handled kicking 
and punting duties, re-
spectively.

“It’s important that 
our kids remain humble,” 
Kissack said. “We miss 
opportunities to get better 
when we start feeling good 
about ourselves. One of 
our consistent messages 
to the kids is that potential 
doesn’t really mean a lot. 
It’s more about what the 
kids can produce with that 
potential. We talk about 
making decisions on a day-
to-day basis that help make 
our team the best it can 
be. I’m looking forward 
to getting back together 
and seeing what we can 
accomplish in 2023.”



SUNDAY, NOV. 20, 2022SECTION 2 • PAGE 4 • ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER

SPORTS

*All participants who attend an estimated 60-90-minute in-home product consultation will receive a $50 VISA Gift Card. Retail value is $50. Offer sponsored
by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over
18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have
a photo ID and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or
entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former
Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it
necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class United States Mail within 10 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction
with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. Offer not available in the
states of CA, IN, PA and MI. Expires 11/30/22. LeafGuard operates as LeafGuard of DC in Maryland under registration number MHIC License #116693

*Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own
your home, or we will clean your gutters for free

LIFETIME NO-CLOG
WARRANTY

MADE ONSITE SPECIFICALLY
FOR YOUR HOME

THE ONLY ONE-PIECE
SEAMLESS DEBRIS
SHEDDING GUTTER SYSTEM.

SCRATCHGUARD®

PAINT FINISH SPECIAL
FINANCING
AVAILABLE

Call Today for Your
FREE Estimate!

815-673-7532

$$50 VISA50 VISA
GIFT CARDGIFT CARD

Upon completion of appointment

HHOOLLIIDDAAYYSSIDAYSDAYSSavingsSavings
HOME FORHOME FOR

75%75%
OFFOFFOFF
LABORLABOR***Does not include cost of materials

FINANCING AVAILABLE 
WITH APPROVED CREDIT

   NORTH AMERICA’S 

#1 SellingWalk-In Tub
Featuring our Free Shower Package

C
S

LB
 1

08
21

65
  N

S
C

B
 0

08
29

99
  0

08
34

45

Now you can fi nally have all of the 
soothing benefi ts of a relaxing warm 
bath, or enjoy a convenient refreshing 
shower while seated or standing 
with Safe Step Walk-In Tub’s 
FREE Shower Package!

✓ First walk-in tub available with a
customizable shower

✓ Fixed rainfall shower head is adjustable
for your height and pivots to off er a
seated shower option

✓ High-quality tub complete with a
comprehensive lifetime warranty on
the entire tub

✓ Top-of-the-line installation and service,
all included at one low, aff ordable price

Now you can have the best 
of both worlds–there isn’t 
a better, more aff ordable 
walk-in tub!

all included at one low, aff ordable price

Now you can have the best 
of both worlds–there isn’t 
a better, more aff ordable 

*Subject to credit approval, with the purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub or Shower. Not applicable with any previous walk-in tub or shower purchase. Interest is billed during 
the promotional period but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. There is no minimum monthly payment required during 

the promotional period. Safe Step Walk-In Tub is neither a broker nor a lender. Financing is provided through third-party lenders unaffi liated with Safe Step Walk-In Tub, LLC under 
terms and conditions arranged directly between the customer and such lender. All subject to credit requirements and satisfactory completion of fi nance documents. Any fi nance terms 

advertised are estimates only. Offer available in select markets, not available in Canada. Participating dealers only. Other restrictions may apply.

www.YourSafeStep.com

815-660-0041

      NORTH AMERICA’S 

1 SellingWalk-In Tub

SPECIAL OFFER

15% OFF with No Payments for 18 Months!* 

plus a Free Shower Package

From page 1

Three Rochelle bowlers 
exceeded the 200-pin mark 
in the third game including 
Alanis (243), Frye (226) and 
Powell (222), who ended the 
evening with a 579 series 
score. Baker fired a 220 to 
finish with a 584 series score 
for the Cavaliers.

“We worked with Jon on 
some of his mechanics ear-
lier this week,” Lyles said. 
“He has a new ball as well 
and new balls always seem 

to strike more. Jon threw the 
ball really well today and it’s 
been a long time since we 
last had two bowlers shoot 
600-plus series scores in a 
meet.”

Sterling
The Rochelle Hub var-

sity bowling team closed out 
the first week of the regular 
season on Thursday, falling 
3,238-3,082 in a nonconfer-
ence road match against 
Sterling.

Sophomore Logan Frye 

led the Hubs with a 584 
series score, while junior 
Sam Tracey added a 576 
series in the match. Ster-
ling cruised to a 1,152-950 
win in the first game, with 
Tristan Oelrichs firing a 226 
to lead the Golden Warriors 
and Frye rolling a 189 for 
the Hubs.

Sterling edged the Hubs 
1,088-1,078 in the second 
game. Tracey scored a 
series-best 227 for the 
Hubs, while junior Jonathan 
Alanis followed with a 190 

and senior Evin Odle rolled 
a 179. Mikah Hernandez 
totaled a 234 and Brenden 
Stanley added a 224 for 
the Golden Warriors, who 
lost the third game to the 
Hubs 1,054-998 behind 
Frye’s series-high 242 and 
Tracey’s 196. 

Hernandez finished with 
a match-high 608 series for 
Sterling. Freshman Andrew 
Powell recorded a 532 series 
score and Alanis landed two 
pins behind with a 530 series 
for Rochelle.

HUBS: Rochelle concedes loss at Sterling
Senior Evin Odle (left) rolls his ball and freshman Andrew Powell (right) looks for his mark during the Rochelle 
Hub varsity bowling match against LaSalle-Peru on Wednesday.

(PHOTOS BY RUSSELL HODGES)

From page 1

Eastland led Rochelle 
41-15 after three quarters 
on Thursday.

“There are some things 
that we can’t control on a 
night-to-night basis, but 
we have to start looking 
to run our offense as op-
posed to playing so much 
one-on-one basketball,” 
McQuade said. “We have 
a lot of things we need to 
work on, but I know we’re 
capable of playing better.”

Rochelle sank three 
close-range jumpers in 
the third quarter including 

two from Adamski and 
one from Henkel. Metzger 
and Williams each split a 
pair of free throws in the 
fourth quarter, where senior 
Bailey Jackson scored on a 
layup in the final seconds 
of the game. 

Guilford
The Rochelle Lady Hub 

varsity basketball team 
tipped off its season at Guil-
ford on Wednesday, falling 
67-29. Junior Sydney Tabor 
totaled six points and two 
steals, while junior Alivia 
Henkel had five points and 
five rebounds.

GIRLS: Lady Hubs 
fall against Guilford

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

Sophomore Kendyl Darby attempts a free throw 
during the Rochelle Lady Hub varsity basketball 
game against Eastland on Thursday.
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE • HILLCREST • CRESTON • STEWARD • KINGS • ASHTON

INFORMATION
Office Hours:  
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Monday-
Friday)
Phone: 
815-562-4171
Fax: 
815-562-2161
Email: 
classifieds@rochellenews-
leader.com
Address:
211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle
Mail: 
P.O. Box 46
Rochelle, IL 61068

DEADLINES:
Sunday News-Leader: 
Thursday, 2 p.m.

Tuesday Shopping News: 
Friday, 10 a.m.
Wednesday  News-
Leader: Monday, 4 p.m.
(Deadlines subject to change 
during holiday times)

All classified marketplace 
line ads will appear in 
the following 7 print 
publications and on 5 high-
traffic newspaper websites:
• Rochelle News-Leader • 
Ogle County Life • Rochelle 
Shopping News • Ashton 
Gazette • Amboy News 
• Mendota Reporter • 
Mendota Money Saver

Call for pricing that starts 
at $32.99 for private 
party ads and $44.60 for 
commercial business ads 
and $19.99 for garage 
sale ads.

DISCLAIMER:
If your advertisement 
appears incorrectly, notify 
us immediately. We will not 
be responsible for more than 
one incorrect insertion, and 
will only credit customer for 
one insertion.

203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

103 103 
AUCTIONSAUCTIONS

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALEMISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

Kings Cons SD 144  100 1st St. Kings, IL 61068-4500

Legal No 1120 
Nov. 20, 2022

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

FIFTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

OGLE COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE 
ESTATE OF 
)     
)
NO. 2022PR62
DENNIS J. DAVEY, 
Deceased.
)
CLAIM NOTICE – CRED-
ITORS AND UNKNOWN 

HEIRS
Notice is given of the 
death of DENNIS J. DAV-
EY, of Rochelle, Illinois.  
Letters of Office were 
issued on October 5, 
2022, to BRADLEY G. 
DICKEY, whose address 
is 5268 S. Wendell Dr., 
Rochelle, IL 61068, and 
whose attorneys are 
Fearer, Nye & Chadwick, 
420 4th Avenue, PO Box 
117, Rochelle, IL 61068.
Claims against the Es-
tate may be filed by any 

creditor or unknown 
heir in the office of 
the Circuit Clerk of the 
Court at Ogle County 
Courthouse, Oregon, 
IL 61061, or with the 
representative, or both, 
no later than May 8, 
2023, and any claim not 
filed within that peri-
od is barred.  Copies of 
a claim filed with the 
Clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the rep-
resentative and to the 
attorney within 10 days 

after it has been filed.
FEARER, NYE & CHAD-
WICK, Attorneys for 
BRADLEY G. DICKEY, 
Executor of the Estate 
of DENNIS J. DAVEY, de-
ceased
No. 1105
(Nov. 6, 13 and 20, 2022)

PUBLIC NOTICE
SPECIAL MEETING

FOR
TRUTH IN TAXATION

The Creston-Dement 
Park District will be 
holding a special meet-

ing December 20, 2022 
at 6:45 PM at the Cres-
ton Village Hall Confer-
ence Room 110 N. Main 
St. Creston, IL 60113
Agenda
Meeting to discuss the 
Truth in Taxation of the 
Creston-Dement Park 
District. 
A regular meeting of the 
Creston-Dement Park 
District will immediately 
follow at 7:00 PM.
No. 1123
(Nov. 20, 2022)

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-874-2257

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW, USED  
SCRATCH & DENT

• Refrigerators • Freezers 
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

11222020

Mendota Civic Center

Two part – time positions available.  
Cook & Event setup/teardown. 

 
Must be available weekdays, and occasional 
evenings and weekends. Hours are based on 
booked events. Must be 18, outgoing and a 
self-starter. Must be able to lift 25 lbs. These 
positions could be combined.

Apply in person.   
1901 Tom Merwin Drive, Mendota 11

13
20
22

LAND AUCTION
Lee County, IL

113.22 Acres M.O.L selling as 1 Tract
Saturday December 3, 2022 10:00 AM

Auction to be held at 2092 US 30 West Brooklyn, IL. 61378. 
North side of US 30, across the road from Farmland

Land Location: The Hillison Trusts Farmland is 4 ½ miles north of West 
Brooklyn, IL on Brooklyn Rd., to US 30, then west 4 miles to Farmland. Or 
3 miles north of Amboy on Rt. 52 to US 30, then 5 miles east to Farmland. 
The land is in Section 4, T.20N-R.11E, Lee Center Township, Lee County, IL. 
Survey will be provided 
For complete listing of brochure, maps, tax info, and terms & conditions visit 
www.Espeauctions.com

Dorothy J Hillison Revocable Trust 102 & 

Donald E Hillison Trust 101 – Owners
Attorney for Seller – Emily Vivian 

Ehrmann, Gehlbach, Badger & Considine LLC
815-288-4949

Brochure & Photos www.EspeAuctions.com
 Auctioneers:  Mike Espe  (630)-669-2667

Joel Prestegaard (815) 761-7426
Elburn, IL 60119 • 630.365.9838

www.espeauctions.com

101  101  
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.

105  105  
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.”

113  113  
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119  119  
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 

fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.”

127  127  
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

Furman’s Lawn Care and 
Tree Work. Fall clean up, 
gutters and more. Fully 
insured. In business 
since 1999. Rochelle and 
surrounding areas. Call 
Jeremy Furman at 815-
761-9619. Please leave a 
message, will return call 
ASAP.

201  201  
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, unless 
licensed or holding a 
permit as a childcare 
facility, may cause 
to be published any 
advertisement soliciting 
a child care service. A 
childcare facility that is 
licensed or operating 
under a permit issued by 
the Illinois Department 
of Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any parent 
or guardian to verify the 
validity of the license of 
any facility before placing 
a child in it’s care.

301  301  
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.com

ANTIQUES WANTED: I 
pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, I’m 
interested in looking! Call 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.com

307  307  
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends 
on Weight of Roll. 
Available Monday-Friday 
8 1 5 - 5 6 2 - 4 1 7 1 ( 8 A M -
NOON ONLY) Rochelle 
News Leader.  

SPLIT firewood for sale. 
Contact 779-251-0254. 
(12-17-22)

403  403  
FARMS & FARM FARMS & FARM 
LAND LAND 

WANTED farm properties 
for commercial goose 
hunting. Call Larry at 608-
751-9393. (11-22-22)

405  405  
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein 
is subject to the 
Federal Fair Housing 
Act, which makes it 
illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation or 
discrimination. We will 
not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of 
the law. All persons are 
hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are 
available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

501  501  
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

ROCHELLE: Large North 
Side 2-BEDROOM. Free 
heat and water. No Pets. 
815-919-9015. (12-04-22)
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Community Unity

2021-2022
9 Biggest Benefits
Of Shopping Rochelle First

Youth programs, 
schools and non-
profit groups 
look to our
businesses first 
when fundraising. 

These community-minded 
businesses donate faithfully to 
local youth sports programs, 
community clubs, nonprofit 
groups and churches – just to 
name a few. Shouldn’t we look 
to those same businesses 
first when we need goods 
and services? Of course we 
should!

High rate of 
return. For every 
$100 spent in 
independently
owned stores, 

$68 returns to the community 
through payroll, taxes and 
other expenditures. Online 
orders return absolutely 
nothing to Rochelle, IL.

Seeking health 
care in your 
hometown brings 
the comforts of
receiving qualified 

care from people you know 
and trust. Whether it be a trip 
to the dentist, regular health 
care screenings, a visit to a 
specialist or an emergency, 
you need not travel. It’s all 
right here.

Banking with 
people who know 
you is a luxury 
found only in
hometowns. 
You don’t have 

to show your ID every time 
you go in. You can get a 
loan from people who know 
you and understand your 
needs, whether it be money 
for your first car or to help 
your business grow. Local 
banks believe in the value of 
community members helping 
one another.

No one wants to 
have to make an 
insurance claim, 
but it’s painless 
when your agent
is your neighbor. 

You don’t have to convince 
them that there was a hail 
storm, or that the wind nearly 
took your roof off. They know 
because they live here. Which 
do you want when you’ve 
had a bad day: A face-to-face 
meeting with your local agent, 
or a machine answering the 
phone at that big national 
insurer that advertises on TV?

Time is money. 
It’s simple math 
(especially when 
you figure in gas
mileage.) Shopping 
locally can actually 

save you both time and 
money!

Customer service 
after the sale is 
invaluable. Local 
retailers not only
take responsibility 
for the product 

they sold, they will often fix it 
or replace it – no questions 
asked. Appliances, furniture, 
computers and electronics 
sometimes have glitches. 
Would you rather box
yours up, send it to who 
knows where, and wait six to 
eight weeks, or just go back 
to thenice guy that helped you 
when you bought it?

Keeping it local 
encourages 
community 
growth. By
choosing to do 
business locally, 

you help maintain Rochelle’s 
diversity, charm and appeal; 
which attracts new community 
members.

One word: Jobs. 
When you do 
business of any 
kind in Rochelle,
it creates and 
maintains jobs for 

others in our area . A healthy 
employment rate is the 
cornerstone of all economies.
How can you help the 
economy recover? Start at 
home.
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OPPORTUNITY IS 
CALLING YOU AT 

WHEATLAND TUBE 
AND WESTERN TUBE.

Make your career an exciting one.

Give yourself the chance to grow.

Be at the forefront of technology and innovation.

Become part of a new era in domestic manufacturing.

Help our economy bounce back better than ever.

Build a brighter future for our community.

DO IT ALL RIGHT HERE, RIGHT
NOW IN ROCHELLE, ILLINOIS.

Start at $24/hr and up | $500 sign-on bonus | Competitive benefi ts | All levels

Schedule your interview today at wheatland.com/rochelle

22-ZI-5193_ad_Rochelle Recruiting Full page bw Print Ad_Rochelle News Leader_v6.indd   122-ZI-5193_ad_Rochelle Recruiting Full page bw Print Ad_Rochelle News Leader_v6.indd   1 10/4/22   9:09 AM10/4/22   9:09 AM
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You can’t beat this  

holiday gift deal!

* Offer expires December 31, 2022

211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle, IL 61068 211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle, IL 61068 
815.562.4171 | www.rochellenews-leader.com815.562.4171 | www.rochellenews-leader.com

Start or Renew a 52-Week 
News-Leader 

Subscription for just 

$139*
and receive a Rotary 

Cash Calendar 

FREE!
(a $159  total value!)

GET TWO GREAT GIFTS 

IN ONE BUY!

WEDNESDAY

55 33
HIGH

KNOW IT 

TODAY

Rochelle VFW 

gets donations

The Rochelle VFW Post 

3878 received donations 

from the Rotary Club and 

the RACF. Page 7

WEATHER

LOW

• RONALD ‘SOD’ WILLIAM 

DAVIDSON
• DAISY A. RUSSELL

• JAMES ‘JIM’ SHEEHY 

 
                         

See page 4

OBITUARIES

• ALDI
• FARM & FLEET 
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Hub football 

team celebrates 

Senior Night 

                   SEE SPORTS

Down Range 

receives city 

facade grant 

                      PAGE 3

THURSDAY

57 32
HIGH LOW

FRIDAY

60 36
HIGH LOW

SATURDAY

63 34
HIGH LOW

Today’s RNL issue

sponsored by 

Community 

Unity
member:

Vol. 103 • No. 52
900 N. 2nd St.

815-562-2181

 LOCAL NEWS...  LOCAL VIEWS                   
        WEDNESDAY, OCT. 26, 2022                              $

1.25

Today’s RNL issue

sponsored by 

Community 

Unity
member:

227 E. Illinois Route 38

815-562-8706

BY JEFF HELFRICH

MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The 

Rochelle City Council 

approved a consultant ser-

vices agreement with Han-

son Professional Services 

Inc. for work on the acqui-

sition of property adjoining 

the Rochelle Municipal 

Airport/Koritz Field. 

The property in ques-

tion is currently owned by 

Large Car Rebuilders Inc., 

and the city is on the third 

step of a 20-step process 

to acquire it. The lengthy 

process is due to state and 

federal requirements that 

deal with airport real estate 

acquisition.
The federal government 

will pay for $23,400 of the 

work by Hanson Profes-

sional Services, the state 

will pay for $1,300 and the 

city’s portion is $1,300. 

See AIRPORT pg 5

BY JEFF HELFRICH

MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — No 

injuries or charges re-

sulted from a two-hour 

police standoff situation 

on Saturday evening in 

Rochelle at a home in 

the 200 block of School 

Avenue, Rochelle Police 

Chief Eric Higby said. 

Police were called to 

the home around 5:30 p.m. 

“A couple at this resi-

dence had a nonphysical 

argument,” Higby said. 

“The male, who has a valid 

FOID card, started walk-

ing around at one point 

with a handgun. Some of 

the other family members 

there and the female left. 

The male was left with a 

child. The female called us 

and that’s how we got in-

volved. Our officers made 

contact with the male. He 

said nothing was going 

on and we could see via 

FaceTime that the child 

was OK.”
Higby said the male 

refused to come out of the 

home to talk with police 

and “out of an abundance 

of caution” the area tac-

tical team was activated 

and a large response was 

No injuries or charges after police standoff

Large response from Rochelle PD, Sheriff’s Office and state police

seen from RPD, the Ogle 

County Sheriff’s Office, 

Illinois State Police and 

Rochelle Fire Department. 

After talking with the 

Ogle County Sheriff’s 

Office negotiator, the male 

subject eventually came 

out of the home and was 

taken into custody and 

transported to Rochelle 

Community Hospital for 

an evaluation. The child 

in the home was reunited 

with their mother. 

“He didn’t make any 

threats or threaten to hurt 

anyone,” Higby said. “It 

was a man in his own 

home with a FOID card 

carrying a weapon, which 

isn’t illegal. We couldn’t 

identify a criminal act. 

There are no charges filed 

at this time. We had a lot of 

response. But when there’s 

a child involved, we use 

an abundance of caution.” 

No injuries or charges resulted from a two-hour police standoff situation on Saturday evening in Rochelle at a 

home in the 200 block of School Avenue, Rochelle Police Chief Eric Higby said. 

(COURTESY PHOTO)

City working 

to acquire 
property

COME SEE YOUR FR  ENDS

Brent Ohlinger

Community President

NMLS#454385

David Eckhardt

Vice President/Loan Officer

NMLS#454387

304 EAST HIGHWAY 38

ROCHELLE 

firststatebank.biz l 815.562.2200 

Best Local Bank

Best Lender

Best Financial Planner

We are proud to be voted Ogle County’s 

BY JEFF HELFRICH

MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — At its 

meeting Monday, the Ro-

chelle City Council heard 

a presentation on its 2022 

tax levy by City Manager 

Jeff Fiegenschuh. 

The state requires cities 

like Rochelle to annually 

adopt and file a property 

tax levy ordinance on or 

before the last Tuesday in 

December. 
Last year, the city’s 

e q u a l i z e d  a s s e s s e d 

valuation (EAV) was 

$268,100,764 and its 

property tax rate was 

1.043070 per $100 of 

EAV. The city collect-

ed $2,796,479 in prop-

erty taxes. For 2022, 

Ogle County has esti-

mated the city’s EAV at 

$281,938,536 which is 

an increase of over $13 

million.
During the meeting, 

Fiegenschuh suggested 

the city adopt an in-

crease of two percent 

($2,849,772 total collect-

ed in property taxes) for 

the upcoming year, which 

is below the maximum 

increase it’s allowed of 

three percent. Based on 

the estimated EAV, the 

Council discusses tax levy
Contract for Route 38 street lights approved

tax rate would decrease 

.032292 per $100 EAV 

for the two percent option.

Nobody on the council 

objected to moving for-

ward with the two percent 

option. 
“I appreciate that we’re 

not constantly going to the 

maximum if there isn’t a 

need for it,” Councilwom-

an Kate Shaw-Dickey 

said. “I think it’s nice for 

people to hear that we’re 

trying to be responsible 

with the dollars and not 

doing the maximum just 

because we can. I appre-

ciate that we’re only levy-

ing for what we need.”

Fiegenschuh said the 

city has seen a steady 

increase in EAV since 

2014. Sales tax collec-

tions have been up “pretty 

significantly” for the city 

lately and Rochelle is “not 

as reliant” on property 

taxes as a lot of other 

communities are, he said. 

With the two percent 

increase, a Rochelle home 

with a market value of 

$100,000 will see a de-

crease in city property 

taxes from $347.69 in 

2021 to $336.93. 

“The city does a fantas-

tic job of where we levy,” 

Fiegenschuh said. “We 

don’t levy the maximum 

amount. We really try to 

keep room in case there’s 

ever an emergency. We’ll 

actually have a decrease 

in the city’s overall levy 

and the amount people 

pay towards the city 

property tax. I think we’re 

about 13 percent of the 

overall property tax that 

people pay in Rochelle.” 

See CITY page 5

At its meeting Monday, the Rochelle City Council heard a presentation on its 2022 

tax levy by City Manager Jeff Fiegenschuh. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)


