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CLIPPERS ARE
STATE BOUND

Amboy players are
all smiles after defeating
Champaign St. Thomas
More in the semifinals of
the 8-Man Playoffs on Nov.
12 at the AHS field. The win
propelled the Clippers into the
state championship game on
Friday, Nov. 12 at Monmouth
College. Game time is 7 p.m.
See more on the game in

Section B.
Kip Cheek/Amboy News
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ELECTION
RESULTS

Lee County turns up
for General Election

LEE COUNTY — Lee County residents went to the polls
on Tuesday, Nov. 8 for the Illinois General Election. The
unofficial results follows. A total of 12,247 ballots were cast
out of 21,557 possible which is 56.8 percent of the eligible
voters took part in the election.

For United States Senator, incumbent Tammy Duckworth
won her seat back. Butin Lee County, the voters preferred the
Republican Kathy Salvi, earning 59.45 percent of the vote.

For Governor ofthe State of Illinois, incumbent JB Pritzker
won the state-widerace. Lee County voters favored opponent
Darren Bailey, earning 59.35 percent of the vote.

Incumbent Kwame Raoul ran for another term as Illinois
Attorney General and won the state-wide vote. In Lee County,
voters cast their vote for Republican Thomas DeVore, earning
62.28 percent of the vote.

The Secretary of State race saw Democrat Alexi Giannou-
lias winning the state-wide vote. In Lee County, voters backed
Republican Dan Brady with 63.52 percent of the vote.

Incumbent State Comptroller Susana A. Mendoza won the
state-wide vote. In Lee County, voters were behind Republican
Shannon Teresi with 59.02 percent of the vote.

[llinois State Treasurer Michael W. Frerichs won another
term in office. In Lee County, the voters preferred local candi-
date Republican Tom Demmer with 67.96 percent ofthe vote.

Incumbent Darin LaHood won the Lee County votes and
statewide votes for U.S. House Illinois District 16. LaHood
received 64.66 percent of the vote in Lee County.

For State Senator 37" Legislative District Win Stoller was
unopposed and received 100 percent of the Lee County vote.

Men, women, and children of all ages went to Amboy High School on Veterans Day for a special celebration to honor
all military veterans. Flags were waved throughout the program’s entirety.

Coming together for
Veterans Day

BY BRANDON LACHANCE

Amboy News Reporter

AMBOY - The town of Amboy came together Friday.

Not for Depot Days.

Not for food and drinks.

Young, old, women, children, men, and every other
demographic, united for the celebration and honoring of
Veterans Day.

It started with a presentation, open to the public, at the
Amboy High School gymnasium put on by high school
students, staff, and the Amboy American Legion Post 453
Poths-Lavelle.

“It’s really nice to see everyone here,” said Amboy se-
nior Kelton Schwamberger. “I believe it’s the first year we
have done a presentation like this in this gym. It’s nice to
see everyone come out and that we can be united like this
whether it’s all of the schools or members of the community.

“There is a high level of patriotism at our school and all
of the students were excited to be part of Veterans Day.”

See VETERANS page A2

Brandon LaChance/Amboy News

Amboy High School senior Kelton Schwamberger
gave a speech during the Veterans Day program held in
the AHS gymnasium. Schwamberger, who had two great
grandfathers and a grandfather serve in wars, not only

gave a speech but he also played “Taps” on his trumpet.
Brandon LaChance/Amboy News

See ELECTION page A3

A Look Back At Amboy’s Heroes Who
Served During World War 11

Editor s note: The Amboy
News will be publishing a
series of articles on veterans
who served during World
War I1. These heroes are part
of Amboy's history and it is
our honor to publish these
articles so you can learn
about their service to our
country. This article was
researched by Jack Mead and
Tom Dempsey, and written by
Dempsey.

SGT. Adam 6.
Young

dam Young was
the first soldier
from Sublette, to

die in battle during World
War I1. Before the war’s end,
four others from this village
would join him, leaving
behind the memory of this
community’s sacrifice to be
cherished for all who lived
in the area during this time.

On Nov. 1, 1916, Adam
George Young was born to

George W. and Christenia
Koehler Young on their farm
located just west of Sublette.
One year later, an infant son
died during his first year of
life, leaving Adamas the only
son of his parents. Adam’s
cousin, Evelyn Radmacher,
lived in the same household
on into her adulthood. He
attended St. Mary’s School
in Sublette through the eight
grade. At age 14, Adam
lost his mother Christenia,
and this may have led him
to discontinue his formal
education to help his father
on the farm for most of the
next decade.

On Aug. 21, 1940, Adam
enlistedinthe U.S. Army and
left for Fort Ord, California
forbasic training, and then on
to Fort Lewis, Washington.
During the nexttwo years, he
would attend Quartermaster
School atFort Wayne, Mich.,
followed by Camp Pickett,
Virginia, before returning to
Fort Ord, achieving the rank
of Seargant, and assigned to

the 26th Infantry Regiment. A
local news article announced
his return home on Furlough
in the fall of 1941.

As America entered the
war in early 1942, the 26th
Regiment was attached to
the 1st Infantry Division for
the remainder of the war. On
Nov. 15, 1942, SGT. Young
and the 1st Division left for
overseas duty landing at
Oran, Algeria to take part in
the initial fighting there. It
took partinthe North African
Campaign in the winter and
spring of 1943, helping to
secure Tunisia. SGT. Young
and the 1st Division were the
first ashore in the invasion

of Sicily in July of that year,
fighting intense battles in
difficult terrain. At the end
of this battle, the division
returned to England to train
and prepare for what would
later be known as “Operation
Overlord,” or the D-Day
Invasion.

On June 6, 1944, the 1st
Division landed at Omaha
Beach, with some units suf-
fering a 30 percent casualty
rate in the first hour. After
securing the beachhead, the
division took part in the
Normandy “break-through”
battle at St. Lo, then moving
deeper into France in a con-
tinuous offensive against the

Nazi army. Moving across
Belgium the 1st reached the
German border in Septem-
ber, and would soon secure
the City of Aachen. During
fighting on the Belgian side
of the border, SGT. Adam
Young was reported “miss-
ing in action.” On Oct. 2,
his father and cousin Evelyn
received a telegram from the
War Department confirming
that Adam had been killed in
action in Belgium.

See YOUNG page A3

AMBOY
MINUTE

Obituaries

Ned R. Ely
Francis J. Mekeel
Michael V. Sutton
Joan D. Keen

Index
Community Calendar......A3
Church Directory............ Aq
Obituaries.......cccecueeennnen. A4
Social News.......ccceeeeeenee. A5
OpINioN.....cervvervverreneennne A6
SPOTtS...eveeeeeiieeiieeeees Sec. B
Classifieds.......cceeveerveennee. B7

Inserts
Snyders
Holiday Wishbook

8

6L870|

|90€LV

6



PAGE 2 « SEC A « AMBOY NEWS

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 16, 2022

LOCAL NEWS

The American Legion Post 453 Poths-Lavelle performed a rifle volley at Veterans Park in Amboy for all of their brothers

at arms.

VETERANS continued from page Al

Schwamberger gave a
speech, was part of the band
which played the songs be-
longing to all branches of the
military, and he played taps
on his trumpet.

Taps can make Schwam-
berger emotional from time
to time, but you couldn’t tell

during his playing of Taps
for this year’s Veterans Day.

“Both of my great-grand-
fathers who are no longer
withus—EdgarKugel, served
in Italy, and Ray Pohlman,
who served in Germany,
and my grandfather who is
with us, George Schwam-

Brandon LaChance/Amboy News

The Amboy Legion Post 453 Poths-Lavelle sat front and
center during the Veterans Day celebration at the Amboy

High School.

Brandon LaChance/Amboy News

berger, battled in Korea —all
served in the military,” said
Schwamberger, who played
the trumpet for the first time
during the fifth grade and
learned Taps as a freshman.
“It has always been really
important to me. Having the
opportunity to play Tapsisal-

ways importantbecauseitcan
mean so much to so many dif-
ferent people. [ always know
it’s honoring my grandfather
and my great-grandfathers
who served.

“Itwashardto learnat first
because yoursame fingers are
down; It’s just your lips are

doing all of the work. It can
be hard getting to the high
note, especially if you’re
emotional. Once you get it,
it means a lot.”

The AHS bleachers were
full of students from Central
Elementary, Amboy Junior
High, and high school stu-

dents.

Little children waved
flags and placed their hand
on their hearts, while proud
adults saluted and stood tall
while the songs and words
honored them or loved ones.

The American Legion
were the color guard, held

AMBOY CUSD 272
PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES

Monday, November 21 and Tuesday, November 22

Conferences at Central School are on a scheduled basis only in-person (with classroom
teachers) for both days: Monday, November 21, 12:00-8:00 p.m. and Tuesday, November
22, 8:00 a.m. -1:00 p.m. Special teachers (Music & PE) will be available, as well. First
Quarter Report Cards were sent home with each child on Fri. Oct. 21, 2022. Please
contact your child’s teacher to arrange a time.

Junior High will conduct in-person conferences by individual teacher:

Monday, November 21, 12:00-4:30 p.m. & 5:00-8:00 p.m. and Tuesday, November 22,
8:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Teachers will be located in the AJHS main hallway and cafeteria
for parents to meet with individually. Please contact the junior high office with any
questions.

High School will conduct in-person conferences:

Monday, November 21, 12:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.& 5:00 - 8:00 p.m. teachers will be located
in the AHS Gymnasium and Tuesday, November 22, 8:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. teachers will
be in their classrooms. Please contact the high school office with any questions. Report

cards that are not picked up will be mailed out on Mon. November 28.
11162022
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Get it. And forget it

*Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own
your home, or we will clean your gutters for free

@ LIFETIME NO-CLOG
WARRANTY

FREE Estimate!

© MADE ONSITE SPECIFICALLY
FOR YOUR HOME

© THE ONLY ONE-PIECE
SEAMLESS DEBRIS
SHEDDING GUTTER SYSTEM.

© SCRATCHGUARD®
PAINT FINISH

SPECIAL
FINANCING

AVAILABLE

*All participants who attend an estimated 60-90-minute in-home product consultation will receive a $50 VISA Gift Card. Retail value is $50.
Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procutes, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer
is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete
presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not. eligible for this
offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home
consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift: may not be extended, transferred, or substituted
except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class
United States Mail within 10 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer
not sponsoted and is sub,ect: to change without notice prior to reservation. Offer not available in the states of CA, IN, PA and MI. Expites 1" /30/22.

Critters?

WE ARE THE BEST PART
OF A BAD SITUATION
Professional auto body services

at affordable prices
Quality. Convenience. Reliability.

344 US Rt. 52, Sublette, IL

the flag, and made sure they
demonstrated proper proce-
dure inhonoringall veterans.

After leading the end of
the ceremony and the exit of
the gymnasium, the legion
welcomed all to Veteran’s
Park for a rifie volley.

The original plan was to
perform a flag retirement
ceremony, but with high
winds, American Legion
Commander Jack Mead
decided to not properly burn
flags and initiated the rifle
firing.

“Theflags are like another
veteran. They’re honored
and when they are burned,
their ashes are buried in
ceremony,” Mead said. “Un-
fortunately (Friday), it is too
windy. I don’t want a fire to
break out in Amboy when
we’re trying to do good and
represent all veterans.”

* =
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TEEN TURF

Aerobics

We will be having Aerobics on Tuesday and Thursday.
Everyone is invited to gather at Teen Turf on Tuesday morn-
ings at 10 a.m. for group chair exercises and walking. They
have a great time together.

Afterschool program

You must call 815-857-4800 to be put on. If you are not
registered, please do not send your child without speaking
with us.

FREE Thanksgiving Community Event

This Saturday, November 19, music will begin at noonand
dinner will follow at 1 p.m., at the Teen Turf Building, Boehle
Youth Center, 235 West Main in Amboy. All are welcome to
attend, sorry no carry outs. Come for food and comradery.
If you would like to help with a dish or a dessert, please call
us at 815-857-4800. We can’t wait to see you.

Thank You’s

We are always grateful for those that assist Teen Turf in
it’s endeavor of helping people: Vicky and Fred Appleman
for the snacks; Cindy and Michael Phillips; Martha Henley
for the cookies; Donna Wellman for the candy and treats;
George and Barb Spataro for the school items; Shelli Bump
for the clothes; Barb Harrison for the turkey; Elaine Powers
for the turkey and puzzles; Molly Ackert forthe DVD’s; Vicki
Conderman for the bedding; Tena Sadewater for the treats
and turkey delivery; Maggie Lowery for the school supplies
and Sandy Draper for the clothes.

Needs
Paper plates and Kleenex
Final Word

God, the Lord is Peace, we come before you, asking for
peace. Peace within our minds, bodies, and souls, so that the
battle of the mind will be overcomed. Peace within our homes,
so we can live joyful lives. And peace within the world, so
that the raging war ceases. We know that peace, like grace,
comes through knowing you. Amen.

Flu season may
impact Red Cross
blood supply

LEE COUNTY — The American Red Cross urges blood
and platelet donors to give now and help fight the potential
impact of seasonal illnesses and a potentially severe flu season
on the blood supply.

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention predicts
a serious spread of flu this year and is already reporting an
early spike in cases in several states. When seasonal illnesses
increase, the number of healthy donors tends to decrease,
leaving the Red Cross blood supply vulnerable to a potential
shortage over the holidays.

Paired with busy holiday schedules, seasonal illnesses may
make it harder to collect the blood hospital patients require
this winter. Donors — especially those with type O blood and
those giving platelets — can help bolster the blood supply
now by making an appointment to give in the coming weeks.

There is no waiting period to donate blood or platelets
after receiving a flu shot. Schedule an appointment by using
the Red Cross Blood Donor App, visiting RedCrossBlood.
org or calling 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767). Learn
more about flusafety and prevention at redcross.org/flusafety.

As a thank-you, the Red Cross is offering several oppor-
tunities to donors this month:

* All who come to give Nov. 1-22 will receive a $10
e-gift card to a merchant of choice. Details are available at
rcblood.org/perks.

* Those who come to give over the Thanksgiving holiday,
Nov. 23-27, will get a Red Cross knit beanie, while supplies
last.

 All who come out to help Nov. 28-Dec. 15 will receive
a $10 Amazon.com Gift Card by email, thanks to Amazon.
Details are available at rcblood.org/together.

ELECTION continued from page Al

For State Representative 74" Dis-
trict, Bradley J. Fritts was unopposed
and received 100 percent of the Lee
County vote.

YOUNG continued from page A1l

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

DIXON-The Lee Coun-
ty Health Department will
have Immunization Clinics
for Children and Adults by
appointment only. Call 815-
284-3371 tomake an appoint-
ment or for information on
other services available. You
may also visit the website at
www.lchd.com for a list of
services available.

REMINDER: No grave
blankets allowed in St. Pat-
rick’s cemetery in Amboy.
They will be removed, if
necessary.

the Community Center, 280
W. Wasson Rd.

DIXON- Sauk Valley
Community College will
close for fall break at the
end of business day Tuesday,
Nov. 22. Offices will reopen
Monday, Nov. 28.

AMBOY-The Amboy Li-
ons Clubwill meetat 6 p.m. at
the Community Center, 280
W. Wasson Rd., on Monday,
Nov. 28. Anyone interested
in joining or wants more in-
formation on the Lions Club

For Lee County Board District 1 vot-
ers were asked to vote for 5 people, the
results are incumbent Michael Koppien
2086, Angie Shippert 1976, incumbent

is invited to attend.

AMBOY-The Amboy

American Legion will meet

Monday, Nov. 21, at 6 p.m.,

at the Old NAPA Building,
399 N Metcalf, Amboy.

DIXON- The American
Red Cross will hold a Blood
Drive from 12:30 - 5:30
p.m., on Tuesday, Nov. 29,
at Knights of Columbus Hall,
506 West Third, Dixon. Call
the Red Cross at 800-733-
2767 orvisitRedCrossBlood.

AMBOY-The City of
Amboy Council willmeetat 6
p.m. on Monday, Nov. 21, at

Red Cross recognizes
service after service

LEE COUNTY — This Veterans Day, the American
Red Cross is recognizing veterans who continue their service
in local communities across the country.

As disasters roil communities across the country, veterans
are donning the Red Cross vest and lending a hand to those
in need in their local communities. At military bases and in
local neighborhoods, veterans are rolling up their sleeves to
donate blood and help give the critical gift of life. Whether
teaching lifesaving skills or giving back to their own by vol-
unteering to assist fellow veterans, they are making an impact
through the teamwork and dedication that served them well
during military service.

According to the census, there are more than 18 million
U.S. military veterans around the world. When it’s time to put
the uniform away, some veterans encounter difficulty with the
process. According to the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs,
1/3 of all veterans report that they struggle with depression
after military service. From difficulty navigating the culture
of civilian life to finding a shared sense of purpose, 27% of
veterans report difficulty integrating into the civilian workforce
post service according to the Pew Research Center. Syracuse
University’s Institute for Veterans & Military Families (IVMF)
reports that prior military service and civic participation are
linked. IVMF concludes that military service helps overcome
barriers to volunteering and provides positive outcomes for
veterans.

“Whether it’s helping fellow veterans at our VA Medical
Centers or comforting a stranger who just survived a house
fire, these veterans are again answering the call to duty. Many
volunteer as a way to continue using the skills they learned
through their service. Responding to disasters, coordinating
life-saving blood drives, and providing emergency commu-
nications all utilize key skills learned in the military,” stated
Crystal Smith, Service to the Armed Forces/International
Services Program Director.

Veterans are joining the American Red Cross and to
help others. When Hurricane Ian caused devastation across
Florida veterans from across the country were among the
first to be among our recovery and response efforts. Over
20,000 Red Cross volunteers are veterans — making up 14%
of our workforce. Veterans hold many positions at the Red
Cross from nurses to logisticians, emergency management
experts, project managers and preparedness experts, as well
as anumber of veterans in leadership roles at local Red Cross
chapters across the country.

Volunteer to help veterans or to work alongside them to
make our communities stronger. To learn more about how you
can give back in your community, visitredcross.org/volunteer.

org to make an appointment
to donate. Download the

Blood Donor App.

Experience, commitment
and knowledge of the most
up-to-date products makes

Lisa and the whole
Leffelman & Associates team
the best choice for all your
insurance needs. Lisa has
been on the Farm Agents

Council (FAC) board for

four years and currently
serves as Vice-Chair. The

Farm Agents Council is a
division of the Independent
Insurance Agents of Illinois

and works to promote the

common interests of
independent farm insurance
agents throughout Illinois.

Lisa Quest

Give us a call today!

> LerFelivian

Choice® & ASSOCIATES INC.

Our Family Protecting Your Family

Ikeuson

facebook

P.O. BOX 349, Sublette, IL 61367

LaMoille 6382171 ¢ Amboy 857-2125

Sublette 849-5219
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Keep your health flowing with chiropractic care!

GREEN RIVER
CHIROPRAECTIC

Dr. Colin Baker, D.C. - CCSP®
Kids - Family - Athletes - Auto Accidents - Worker’s Comp

305 E. Joe Dr., Ste.
815.857.2458 Fax: 815.857.2749

www.greenriverchiro.com ¢ info@greenriverchiro.com
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Robert J. Olson 2077, incumbent James
Schielein 1669, Ronald R. Gascoigne
1804, Emily Rose 1071, David Bin-
gaman 985 and David McCarver 929.

815-994-1449

1002 8th Ave., Rock Falls $65,999

A large corner lot is what this listing boasts of! This 3 bedroom home
includes a main floor full bathroom and laundry room. A sunporch to
enjoy a morning cup of coffee. Beautiful woodwork in the living room
which features a lovely wooden staircase. Call for a showing today.

oodhaven akes
it}
Mary Lovgren @
Realtor/Broker Any type of property

- any time of year
(815)849-5476

11162022

Military memorial ser-
vices were conducted at
Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Catholic Church in Sublette
on Oct. 10, 1944 with the
War Mothers of Sublette at-
tending as a group. Amilitary
program was presented on the
church grounds by the Poths-
Lavelle Post of the Amboy

American Legion along with
the Illinois Reserve Militia
of Dixon.

For generations, SGT.
Adam Young has been re-
membered for his courage
and sacrifice in the name of
freedom. He was the first Sub-
lette youth to give his life for
this cause, buthe would not be

Established In 1854

Phone: 815-857-2311
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Fax: 815-857-2517

the last. His remains lie, and
he is forever memorialized at
the Henri-Chapelle American
Cemetery in Belgium.

Citations:

Purple Heart

World War II Victory
Medal

Combat Infantryman
Badge

Marksmanship Badge

American Campaign
Medal

Army Presidential Unit
Citation

Army Good Conduct
Medal
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Michael V. Sutton

Feb. 19,1974 -

DIXON — Michael V.
Sutton, 48, of Dixon, died
Tuesday, Nov. 8, 2022.

He was born Feb. 19,
1974, in LaSalle the son of
Robert and Patricia (Miller)
Sutton.

Mike had worked in
manufacturing mostrecently
at Raynor Garage Doors in
Dixon. He was a member of
Carpenters Local 790. He
was a “professional” darts
player and enjoyed playing
softball, hunting, fishing and
was a Chicago Bears and
Cubs fan.

Heispreceded indeath by
his parents, one brother, Scott
Sutton, and cousin, Gifford

“Bugs” Fordham.

Mike is survived by sev-
eral cousins, including Lar-
ry Fordham, Linda Hess,
Suzy Fordham, Jared Ford-
ham, Colby Fordham, Drew
Fordham, Amy Hicks, and
Tricia Hiebing. Mike is also
survived by special friends,
including Julie Donovan and
Kylie, Brian, Brenda and
Bryson Deery, Derek Rapp
and Brayden Phalen-Rapp,
and Ricky Pertell.

Cremationrites have been
accorded. A celebration of
life will be held from 5 — 7
p.m., on Thursday, Nov. 17,
2022, at the Mihm-Jones
Funeral Home in Amboy.

Nov. 8, 2022

Casual attire, camo or Cubs
preferred. A memorial has
been established.

Online condolences can
be left at www.thejonesth.
com.

Joan Demeris Keen

June 2, 1934

AMBOY —Joan Demer-
is Keen, 88, of Amboy, went
to be with the Lord on Nov.
5, 2022, at Katherine Shaw
Bethea Hospital, after a long
illness. She was a beloved
wife, mother, grandmother,
great-grandmother, sister,
and friend.

Joan was born June 2,
1934, in Wayne City, the
daughter of Harry B. and
Virgie Lee (Austin) Draper.
She married Bernard E. Keen
on Feb. 12, 1961, in Corinth,
Miss.

JoanworkedasaC.N.A.at
Franklin Grove Nursing and
Retirement Center for many
years, and was a member of
Northside Baptist Church
in Dixon. Joan lived a life
rich in love and friendship,
due to her loving and giving
nature. She was the most
amazing woman who loved
her family and was very
proud to be the mother of her
five children. Joan was the
ultimate caregiver; always
giving to family, friends, and
neighbors. She led by exam-
ple and believed strongly in

her faith. Joan was loved by
all and will be dearly missed.

Joan is survived by her
husband of 61 years, Bernard;
two daughters, Deborah Keen
of Ohio, IL, and Pamela
(Brian) Krone, of Sterling;
three sons, Dave (Kate)
Thomason, of Montrose,
Jeffrey Keen of Ferndale,
Wash., and Edward Keen, of
Dixon; onesister, Kay Austin
of Channahon; one sister-
in-law, Vivian Carlough, of
LaBelle, Fla.; one brother-
in-law, Billy (Cena) Keen,
of Alabama; nine grandchil-
dren, Pat (Emily) Esker, Eric
(Micki) Esker, Teesha Keen,
Danielle (Kevin) Tschirhart,
Kathleen Hille, Samantha
(Jamie) Harris, Stephanie
(Bruce) Haarmann, Chad
Keen, Logan Keen; and 16
great-grandchildren, Tristin
(Desire), Mitchell, Morgan,
Chloe, Lauren, Ayden, Dom-
inic, Jaxson, Cooper, Nessa,
Anna, Brody, Wade, Lincoln,
Elias, and Liam.

Joan was preceded in
death by her mother and dad;
four brothers, George, Ace,

It - ONN |

- Nov. 5, 2022

Bill, John; and four sisters,
Beulah, Margaret, Lorene,
and Maxine.

Visitation was held from
11 a.m. - noon, on Friday,
Nov. 11, 2022, at Pres-
ton-Schilling Funeral Home
in Dixon, followed by a
funeral service at noon, with
Pastor Daniel Bentz, pastor
of Northside Baptist Church,
Dixon, officiating. Burial
followed at Chapel Hill
Memorial Gardens, Dixon. A
luncheon followed the burial
at Northside Baptist Church.

A memorial has been
established.

606 S. Main St.
1-800-845-5809

MENDOTA MONUMENT CO.
* Mendota, IL 61342

(815)539-7276

Francis “Frank” Joseph Mekeel
Dec. 31, 1953 - Nov. 10, 2022

AMBOY — Francis
“Frank” Joseph Mekeel,
68, of Amboy, passed away
peacefully on Thursday, Nov.
10,2022 at Serenity Hospice
and Home in Oregon, with
his loving wife, Kathy, by
his side.

He was born on Dec. 31,
1953 in Amboy, the son of
Arthur “Joe” and Margaret
(Merlo) Mekeel. He married
the love of his life, Kathleen
“Kathy” Hochstatter on July
31, 1981 at St. Patrick’s
Church in Amboy.

Frank spent the majority
of his life working in the
lumber business. He started
his early years working at
Patterson Lumber in Franklin
Grove. Then, from 1990 to
2017, he was co-owner of
Dixon Builders Supply with
Bob Dimmig. After his re-
tirement, he enjoyed working
at Home Depot in Peru and
then at Jones Berry Lumber
in Amboy. Frank enjoyed his
time working on the Amboy
City Council. He was an al-
derman from2001-2007, and
was the Amboy City Mayor

from 2007-2013.

Together, Frank and Kathy
have two daughters, Ashley
(Keith Leffelman) and Jenni-
fer (Dustin Seeley), and four
grandchildren, Genevieve,
Deacon, Abram, and Marlow
Seeley. Heisalso survived by
his siblings, Kathy (Steve)
Gardner, of Amboy, Don
(Diane) Mekeel, of Sterling,
Mary (Roland) Derksen,
of Zeeland, Mich., John
Mekeel, of Dixon, Theresa
Mekeel, of Dixon, Patrick
(Brigette) Mekeel, of Ster-
ling, Mike Mekeel, of Som-
erset, Penn., Tommy Mekeel,
of Dixon; his aunt, Ann Rios,
of Freeport; and many nieces
and nephews.

He is preceded in death
by his parents, his brother,
Paul Mekeel, his aunt, Lena
Merlo, and aunt, Alice Finn.

Frank was a volunteer
firefighter in Franklin Grove
in the early 1980s, a member
of the Elks Club in Dixon,
and amember of St. Patrick’s
Church.

Visitation was held at St.
Patrick’s Church in Amboy

Ned R. Ely

on Sunday, Nov. 13 from
3:30 - 6:30 p.m. and from
9:30-10:30a.m., on Monday,
Nov. 14. The rosary was
said from 3-3:30 p.m., on
Sunday in the church. Mass
of Christian Burial was held
on Monday, Nov. 14 at 10:30
a.m., at St. Patrick’s Church.
Burial followed at St. Pat-
rick’s Cemetery in Amboy.

Arrangements have been
made through Mihm-Jones
Funeral Home in Amboy.

Online condolences can
be left at www.thejonesth.
com.

Oct. 17, 1939 - Nov. 8, 2022

AMBOY — Ned R. Ely,
83, of Amboy, died Tues-
day, Nov. 8, 2022 at Rock
River Hospice and Home in
Sterling.

HewasbornOct. 17,1939
in Henry, the son of Olen and
Hilda (Neuhalfan) Ely. Ned
was a machinist at Henry
Pratt Co. in Dixon for 43
years prior to his retirement
in 2005. He was a member of
St. Patrick Catholic Churchin
Amboy, Amboy Lions Club,
and the Mendota and Dixon
Elks Clubs.

Ned married Carol O’Sad-
nick Oct. 5, 1963 at St. Mary
Catholic Church in West
Brooklyn.

He was preceded in death
by his parents, brothers,
Gordon and Richard Ely, and
sisters, Marjorie (Melvin)

Leffelman and Mary Helen
(Hubert) Leffelman.

Ned is survived by his
wife, Carol; children, Lori
(Doug) Schrock, of Amboy,
Douglas (Deanne) Ely, of
Ft. Wayne, Ind., Brian Ely,
of Amboy, Renee (Curt)
O’Rourke, of Amboy, Gary
(Tina) Ely, of Washington,
IL; nine grandchildren, six
great-grandchildren; sister
in law, Karen Ely, of Am-
boy; and many nieces and
nephews.

Mass of Christian Burial
was held at 10:30 a.m., on
Saturday, Nov. 12, at St.
Patrick Catholic Church in
Amboy with Rev. John Gow
officiating. Burial followed
at St. Patrick Cemetery in
Maytown. Visitation was
held from 4 — 7 p.m., on

Friday, Nov. 11,2022, at the
Mihm-Jones Funeral Home
in Amboy. A memorial has
been established.

Arrangements by the
Mihm-Jones Funeral Home
in Amboy.

Condolences canbe leftat
www.thejonesfth.com.

Amboy News Obituary Policy

The Amboy News will print DEATH NOTICES (approximately 50 words including
name, age, date of death, time/date of services) free of charge. OBITUARIES will
be printed at a cost of $40 to be billed to the arranging funeral home or prepaid

(815)538-5276

Steve Schmitt Family owned
since 1913

Ron Schmitt
(815)539-7068

with cash, check or credit card. Please submit obituaries or death notices to

tgreenfield@amboynews.com.

St. Patrick Church
Fr. John Gow
32 N Jones, Amboy

Saturday 4 pm e Sunday 7:30 am & 10 am
Confessions: Saturday, 3-3:45 pm
Wednesday, 5:30-6:15 pm
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
Friday, 8am-5 pm

St. Mary Church
Fr. John Gow
912 Walton Rd., Walton
815-857-2670
Mass: Saturday, 5:30 pm

St. Flannen Church
Fr. John Gow
213 S Second St., Harmon
815-857-2670
Mass: Sunday, 9 am

United First Church of Amboy
Pastor Mark Glenn
East Main & Jefferson
815-440-0745
Sunday Worship - 10:00 a.m.
Bible Study Wednesday 6:00 p.m.

815-857-2315 * www.stpatrickamboy.org
Masses: Tuesday — Friday Daily Mass 8 am

my e uu n DIRE

Loeal.Houses of

iy

First Congregational United Church of
Christ of Lee Center
Pastor Jack M. Briggs
1140 Inlet Road, Lee Center
www.LeeCenter-UCC.org
Phone 815-732-7032
Family Worship - 10:30 a.m.

Grace Fellowship Church
Amboy-Sublette
Pastor Kyle Kelly

500 W. Main Street, Sublette
Sunday School 8:30 a.m.
Worship 10:30 a.m.
www.graceisforyou.com

East Grove Union Church
Pastor Richard Wulf, 815-440-5321
449 Reuter Road, Amboy
Phone 815-376-6661
1/2 Mile East of Route 26 on Union Rd.
Sun., 9:00 a.m. Morning Service
Youth Church, ages 3-Grade 4
10:15 a.m. Sunday School, Ages 3 - Adult
6:00 p.m. Evening Service
Wed., 6:00 p.m. Prayer & Bible Study
First Sunday night of each month, 6:00p.m.
First Sunday Family Film Night
Fourth Saturday of each month, 6:00p.m.
“Fun & Fellowship Game Night
for the Whole Family!”

Come as you are and join us on the journey!

CTORY

Worshir

First Baptist Church
Pastor Rocky Fritz

24 N. Mason Avenue
Church Phone 857-2682

www.fbcamboy.com

Sunday School for all ages - 9:30 a.m.

Morning Service - 10:30 a.m.

Evening Service - 6 p.m.

Wed. prayer meeting & Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
King’s Kids program from 6:30-8 p.m. Friday
Reformers Unanimous addictions program
from 7-9 p.m.

St. James Evangelical
Congregational Church
Robert Dunbar., Pastor

US Route 52 & Red Brick Rd.,Dixon
815-288-2447
Sunday 10:45 a.m. Worship
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
Ladies Bible Study, Wed. 9 a.m.

St. Mary’s Church
Rev. Randy Fronek
West Brooklyn
Sunday - 8:45 a.m.

St. Patrick Church
Rev. Randy Fronek - Maytown

Sun, 7 a.m.

Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor Barb Otten
960 U.S. Route 52
Phone 857-2225
Sun. Worship - 9:00 a.m. Fellowship - 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School - 9:40-10:15 a.m.

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church

Rev. Randy Fronek

Locust Street, Sublette
Phone 815-849-5412

Saturday Mass - 4:00 p.m.

Sunday Mass -10:30 a.m.
Wednesday - 8:00 a.m.

Thursday - 8:30 a.m.

Refuge Church
Pastor John Kalebaugh
Mendota Hills Campground ° 642 Rt. 52
Amboy, IL 61310 * 815-849-5930
10 a.m. Sunday, potluck follows

Harmon United Methodist Church
Pastor Leanne Keate
202 N. Grove, Harmon
Phone 359-7302
Worship - 8:30 a.m.

KSB Medical Center
815-857-3044

Mihm-Jones Funeral
Home
815-857-2611

Sensient Flavors, LLC.
815-857-3691

The Following
Community

Businesses First National Bank

in Amboy
Member ED.I.C.
815- 857-3625

The Amboy News
Vaessen Brothers 815-857-2311
Chevrolet

815-849-5232

Sponsor Area
Church News:
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The Book Nook

Tatjana Kazan

STORY

his year’s Nobel Prize in Literature was awarded to

I French writer Annie Ernaux. In congratulating her,

French President Emmanuel Macron said she was

the voice “of the freedom of women and of the forgotten.”

Ernaux was born in 1940 in Normandy and grew up in the

town of Yvetot, where her parents owned a grocery store

and cafe in a working-class neighborhood. In “A Woman’s

Story,” she writes that her mother “knew all the household
tips that lessened the strain of poverty.”

Ernaux begins “AWoman’s Story” with an announcement:
“My mother died on Monday 7 April in the old people’s home
attached to the hospital at Pontoise, where I had installed her
two years previously.” There follows a remarkable memoir of
less than a hundred pages of the life of her mother. (Ernaux’s
twenty books are small, clear, and rarely exceed a hundred
pages.) In a spare prose style, Ernaux recalls her mother
leading “the full outdoor life of a little country girl, displaying
the same knowledge as the boys: sawing wood, shaking the
fruit off apple trees, and killing hens by plunging a pair of
scissors down their throat.” One could miss school — her
mother left at age twelve — but not mass. “Even if one stood
at the back of the church, one could share in the beauty, the
opulence, and the spirit of the ceremony — gold chalices,
embroidered chasubles, hymns — and get the impression
one didn’t live in total poverty.”

Her mother had “a proud, violent temper.” She resented
her lower class status and so enjoyed the sense of power of
helping families survive by giving them credit. Everything
she did was done noisily. But “books were the only things
she handled with care. She washed her hands before touching
them.” During her adolescence, Ernaux broke away from
her mother “and there remained only the struggle between
us.” After her father suddenly died in 1967, her mother
moved in with Ernaux and her two sons.

In 1983, her mother’s story stops. “She was slowly turning
insane. She was suffering from Alzheimer’s Disease, the
name given by the doctors to a form of senile dementia. Over
the past few days, I have found it more and more difficult
to write, possibly because I would like never to reach this
point. And yet I know I shall have no peace of mind until
[ find the words that will reunite the demented woman she
had become with the strong, radiant woman she once was.”

In prose that is precise and unsentimental, Ernaux’s de-
scription of her mother’s rapid decline is harrowing. In the
end, her mother “slowly slipped into a world without seasons,
warm, gentle, and sweet-smelling, where there was no notion
of time, justthe inevitable routine of eating and going to bed.”

Leak-Proof...
Guaranteed!

705 Illinois Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

815-539-5142

northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com 7
5 5:':" DURCIrLAST. Authorized Contractor. NRCA « BBB

'A’A THE WORLD’S BEST ROOF»
( o N\
LSCAPE.
’ COMMUNITY SERVICES, INC.
Senior Dining Menu™>
November 21-25

8 oz. of low-fat milk served with each meal

1) 1 B INC.

o,

Monday - BBQ Chicken breast wgr dinner roll, sweet potato
tots, cauliflower, pineapple tidbits

Tuesday - A). Sloppy joe wgr wheat bun, cheesy potatoes,
broccoli, diced pears B). Ham/vegetable

Wednesday - Baked chicken quarter, mashed potato and gravy,
coin carrots, wgr dinner roll, peach cobbler

Thursday - Closed - Thanksgiving

Have a safe Thanksgiving - Red
Cross offers cooking safety tips

LEE COUNTY - Thanksgiving is just around the cor-
ner, along with the holiday feast that goes with it. Because
cooking fires are the number one cause of home fires, the
American Red Cross has some steps everyone can follow to
have a safe holiday.

Most cooking fires are caused by unattended cooking.
To help keep you and your loved ones safe, the Red Cross
offers these safety tips:

* When cooking a turkey or other items in the oven, stay
in your home and check on it regularly.

* Keep an eye on what you fry. Never leave cooking food
unattended. If you must leave the kitchen, even for a short
period of time, turn off the stove.

* Move items that can burn away from the stove. This
includes dishtowels, bags, boxes, paper and curtains. Also
keep children and pets at least three feet away.

* Avoid wearing loose clothing or dangling sleeves while
cooking.

* When frying food, turn the burner off if you see smoke
or if the grease starts to boil. Carefully remove the pan from
the burner.

» Keep a pan lid or a cookie sheet nearby. Use it to cover
the pan if it catches on fire. This will put out the fire. Leave
the pan covered until it is completely cooled.

* Turn pot handles to the back of the stove, so no one

Email news items
to tgreenfield@
amboynews.com

221 N. Mason Ave.,
Amboy $124,900

Beautiful family home that has been used
for a business. Zoned residential. Gorgeous
hardwood floors, with 3 bedrooms, 1.5 bath

front enclosed area for entertaining, kitchen
with an island and oak cupboards, refrigerator
is negotiable, dishwasher, water softner, central
air/ffurnace, furnace(2021), main floor laundry,
central vac needs a new hose, large living
room, office with 1/2 bath. The French doors
lead to porch and office area. The back deck
over looks the extra lot, in the back yard is
grape vine, dog run, amazing circle drive and
lots of parking, a 2.5 car detached garage that's
heated with a big workshop area. Call today for
a private showing.

LOR/ ERBES, GR/

Designated Managing Broker
Over 30 years experience
lorierbes @gmail.com

815-535-6295

www.Erbes-Realty.com
11142022

Friday - Closed - Thanksgiving

11162022

Meals served Reservations needed
Mon.-Fri. at 11:00 am 10:00 am day before
Amboy Community Center *""» e
\. 280 W. Wasson Road - 1-815-963-1609, reservations

bumps them or pulls them over.

* Use a timer to remind yourself that the stove or oven is
on. Check the kitchen before going to bed or leaving home to
ensure all stoves, ovens and small appliances are turned off.

You can also help keep your family safe by testing your
smoke alarms monthly and practicing your home fire escape
planuntil everyone can get out in less than two minutes — the
amount of time you may have to get out of a burning home
before it’s too late.

Visit redcross.org/fire for more information, including
an escape plan to practice with your family. You can also
download our free Emergency app and free Red Cross First
Aid app for instant access on how to control bleeding, help
someone who is choking and other scenarios. Search “Amer-
ican Red Cross” in app stores.

” T would like to thank my b

family for the surprise
birthday party, and to all the
people that came. I would
also like to thank all those that
sent cards or messages. It was

greatly appreciated!
Sincerely,

George Mason
N\ 7
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Opinion

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of
the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the
Government for a redress of grievances ~ The First Amendment

Save a child’s life — lock up guns in the home

Guest Column

from all kinds of harm, making sure they wear
seatbelts or are placed in car seats, wear life

very day in America, 13 kids die from

E gun-related injuries. Every day, eight
kids are shot by accident.

Firearm-related injuries are now the leading

cause of death in kids ages 1 to 19, surpassing
for the first time, motor vehicle accidents, ac-

By E. John
Wipfler Il

jackets or floatables while in the water ... so,
why are we not making sure guns in the home
are locked up? When we drop our children off
at a play date or a friend’s birthday party, why

cording to the most recent statistics from the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

Asanattending emergency room physician
for OSF HealthCare, I’ve seen the aftermath of
accidental shootings involving children — the
physical injuries, the emotional impact on all
involved and the loss of life.

I can’t forget two instances when boys
ages 9 and 7 were brought into the emergency
room just six days apart. Both boys were at
the homes of a relative or friend and were
asked by another young boy, “Do you want
to see my daddy’s shotgun?” The gun acci-

aren’t we asking about potential dangers in the
homethey are visiting—including whether there
are unsecured, unlocked firearms in the house?

I’'m a certified firearms instructor who’s
taught fircarms safety for decades. I’'m also a
father. After the incidents with the two young
boys, I made it my mission to educate the
world on how to better store and child-proof
firearms. It’s my passion to teach parents why
doing this is so important to keep their kids
safe. My own experience and the experience
of others shows it’s necessary to not only teach
our children about gun safety in the home, but

dentally went off in both incidents, inflicting
gunshot wounds to the abdomen. Very graphic, very severe
traumas. One boy recovered and went home. The other boy
was in surgery for hours, receiving 30-40 pints of blood. He
died despite efforts to save his life. Both of these accidental
shootings could have been prevented.

A Journal of the American Medical Association survey
estimates 4.6 million kids in the U.S. live with unlocked,
loaded guns in the home. We take steps to protect our children

tounderstand the importance of practicing safe
storage of guns.

Many Americans own firearms for sporting purposes and
also for their family’s protection. There are important, safe
ways to store firearms securely, yet still keep them accessible
for self-defense and family safety. Locking up guns and ammo
properly can reduce the risk of self-inflicted or unintentional
injury to kids by 85%. Having conversations parent to parent
about whether guns in the home are locked and secure is a

ON THIS DAY IN HISTORY

100 Years Ago
Nov.10,1922

assisted by Marion Thomas RN, Lee
County Public Health Nurse.
First snow flurries of the season

Poppin’ Fresh, the Pillsbury Doll
advertised on TV, is sale priced at the
Ben Franklin Store for $1.37.

Leonard Woodyatt was sent to Joliet
Penitentiary after being found guilty
of manslaughter in the case of Herbert
Long, a Harmon man, killed at the car-
nival grounds near Dixon on July 29.

Last year the President declared

Armistice Day a national holiday. He
has taken no such action this year,
but in Illinois it is a state holiday with
bank’s closed, but post offices will be

open as usual.

19 Years Ago
Nov. 13,1947

Atotal of 120 tuberculosis tests were
given at Amboy Township High School
by local physicians, Dr. Gene Sullivan,
Dr. Clifford Hartman and Dr. J.P. Walsh,

a0 Years Ago
Nov. 16,1072

Michael Mihm, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Martin Mihm, was elected state’s at-
torney for Peoria County. He is a 1960
graduate of Amboy High School.

Amboy High School chess team
placed third in a team tournament held
at Roanoke-Benson High School. Eight
teams entered the varsity division, with
10 in the frosh-soph division. Dudley
Shoemaker is the chess coach.

were seen on Friday afternoon when the
mercury took a nose dive and the wind
shipped making people dig out their
winter coats. But the first real snowfall
came on Monday evening.

25 Years Ago
Nov. 13,1997

Rocky Sensenigreceived a certificate

from Amboy Masonic Lodge in recog-

nition of Sensenig being a member of
the lodge for 30 years.

Asharvest winds down, Jerald Quin-
ton, County Executive director ofthe Lee
County Farm Service Agency (FSA) is
reminding the Lee County farmers of
the Commodity Loan Program. The
program serves as an important financial
marketing tool that provides the farmer
with operating cash in order to hold the
grain off the market and benefit from
future price increases.

That age where you talk about
your parent’s frailties

he long goodbye
As I sat in the
barber’s chair Fri-

day, the old man came up to
me and extended his hand and
introduced himself.

Asthefellow left the shop,
my barber said it was nice
of him to introduce himself.

I nodded and explained
I’veknown him formore than
20 years. And it is the sixth or
seventh time in the last two
years that he has introduced
himself to me.

He was once a man of
influence and power. Sup-
plicants came to his office
daily asking for favors. Ifone
looked up the word “shrewd”’
in the dictionary, I swear his
mug would run beside it.

Today, when he extends
his hand, I smile, look him in
the eye, repeat my name and
tell him it’s nice to meet him.

Idon’tcorrecthim.Idon’t
remind him of the times I’ve
interviewed him for stories
or try to nudge his memory
by naming mutual friends. I
just smile and say, “It’s nice
to meet you.”

The encounter brought
back sad memories of visiting
my maternal grandmother in
a Rushville nursing home.
She looked at me blankly.
Her blue eyes traced my
face. Finally, she said, “Who
are you?”

I'said, “I’m your youngest
grandson, Scott.” She shook
her head and said, “I don’t
have a grandson named
Scott.” Oh, yes you do.

I tried to remind her of
things we had done together
over the previous 38 years.
She eyed me suspiciously,
as if [ were a con man trying
to trick her into believing the
preposterous.

Before she entered the
nursing home, she’d wander

Guest Column
By Scott Reeder

the house and complain to
my aunt, “Daddy didn’tcome
home again last night.” My
Aunt Barb would take her to
the bedroom closet and open
the door.

She’d say, “Look, Dad-
dy’s clothes aren’t in the
closet. Hedied 20 years ago.”
She gave my saintly aunt the
same look of suspicion that
she gave me when I insisted
that I was her grandson.

It was clear that grandma
was worried about her hus-
band of49 years and 364 days
stepping out on her — even
20 years after his death. It’s
strange, but unwarranted
fears of adultery seem a
persistent theme of those
suffering from dementia.

At least that’s my obser-
vation from comparing notes
with others about my age who
have cared for loved ones as
tender strands of memory
comeunmoored fromreality.

Being over 50 puts me in
that spot in life where when
I get together with friends
we talk about our children’s
accomplishments and our
parent’s frailties.

I lost my mother in 2013
and my father two years later.
During his final two years, his

memory began to slip. He’d
get lost driving home from
church. Never mind, that he
had attended the same church
and lived in the same small
town for 53 years.

When a family member’s
cat was injured by a wild
animal, my dad, the retired
veterinarian, jumped into ac-
tion. Despite the dementia he
remembered a normal feline
temperature was between
101.5and 102.5 degrees, just
whatantibiotic dosage to give
and just how to bandage up
its wounds.

Buthe couldn’tremember
to stick checks in the mail or
whether a close friend, who
had died the year before,
was still alive. The birthdays
of his kids were particular-
ly problematic. (“No, it’s
not June 6, Dad. That was
D-Day.”)

In 2015, my family took
him on a road trip to see the
mountains of Colorado and
California.

As we would drive by
miles of pastureland, he’d
comment on how there were
more Angus cows than Her-
efords grazing. We’d then
talk about his clients who
raised cattle and the merits
of different breeds.

Afew hours later he would
look out the car window and
make the same observation
and we’d have the same
conversation — word for
word. One day driving across
Nevada cow country we had
that same conversation six
separate times.

My wife, who was driv-
ing, could nod her head to
the anticipated beat of the
conversation.

The week after we re-
turned from that trip, Dad had
trouble breathing and visited
a free-standing clinic. They

sent him home that Saturday
night.

Hecalled me laterand said
clinic staff had called and
they had found something on
his chest x-ray. He said they
told him he needed to see his
primary care physician first
thing Monday morning.

He asked me to remind
him to make that call Mon-
day. I told him I would.

Sadly, I didn’t get to give
that reminder. He was found
dead on the floor of his home
Sunday morning. I don’t
know how my father died.
After his death, the clinic
refused to give me his x-ray or
medical records. (Evenafterl
had received clearance from
their corporate headquarters
and had driven two hours to
pick them up.)

The reporter in me wants
to scream, “coverup.”

But there may be other
explanations.

I’m left wondering if
whatever was detected that
night killed him? Or if he
wasn’t hospitalized because
his dementia made his life
seem more dispensable in
the eyes of clinic staff? And
for the life of me, why on
earth would a medical office
leave an important message
with someone with dementia
rather than their next of kin?

Those are questions I’ll
never have answers to. But
they are common ones asked
by family members of those
caring for parents with de-
mentia.

When apatientcanno lon-
ger advocate for themselves
do they just fall through the
cracks?

Scott Reeder, a staffwriter

for Illinois Times, can be

reached at sreeder@illinois-
times.com.

REGYGLE! RECYCLE! RECYCLE!

crucial step.

To encourage parents to take action by asking about guns
in the home, OSF HealthCare has joined more than 170 other
health care organizations representing thousands of hospitals
and health systems in a nationwide public awareness and
education campaign, called “Doesn’t Kill to Ask.”

The campaign is not intended to shame or embarrass gun
owners, or remove weapons from people’s homes. Its goal is
to reduce risk, by putting the danger of unlocked guns front
and center while stressing the importance of educating our
communities about proper gun safety and talking with friends,
family and neighbors about gun access.

Get educated, learn the facts and keep our children safe
from firearms. Holding each other accountable and asking
simple questions regarding guns in the home and whether
they’re locked up can save a life. It most definitely “Doesn’t
Kill to Ask.” T urge you to visit hospitalsunited.com for tips
on getting the conversation started.

E. John Wipfler III, MD, is an attending emergency de-
partment physician at OSF HealthCare, clinical professor
of Emergency Medicine at the University of Illinois College
of Medicine Peoria, served in the U.S. Armed Forces, is
a certified firearms safety instructor and co-author of the
book, “Keeping Your Family Safe - The Responsibilities of
Firearm Ownership.” He and his wife, Diane, a certified
NRA firearms instructor and Illinois State Police certified
concealed carry instructor, have taught multiple firearms
safety classes together.
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SOMETHING TO SAY?

The Amboy News encourages responsible letters to the
editor on subjects of interest to our readers. Editing may be
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but
ideas will not be altered.

The limit is 300 words. Letters exceeding this will either be
edited to fit or not published. The deadline for letters is noon
on Friday.

Letter writers may only have two letters published per month,
and the letters will be published on non-consecutive weeks.
Letters are printed on a space-available basis.

All letters must bear the handwritten signature of the writer
and include address and phone number or e-mail address for
verification purposes. Neither the street address nor phone
number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly hand-
written, and no anonymous letters will be published.

Any comments of public officials should be limited to issues
related strictly to their position or actions made in office, as
personal attacks will not be published. Letters involving private
disputes between the writer and a business or individual will
not be published.

Political endorsements will be published, however letters
from candidates endorsing themselves will not be printed.

Letters may be dropped at the Amboy News office, 245
E. Main Street, mailed to the Amboy News at PO Box 162,
Amboy, IL 61310, or emailed to tgreenfield@amboynews.com

The Amboy News reserves the right to edit or reject any
letter to the editor for any reason, and letters chosen for pub-
lication do not necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper,
its management and or ownership.

ADVERTISING PoLicy

The Amboy News is in no way responsible for errors in
copy furnished by the Customer. Adjustment or republica-
tion in the next available issue will be made for that amount
of space involved in errors resulting from failure of the Am-
boy News to correct errors plainly noted on proof. Custom-
ers shall notify the Amboy News of errors in time for correc-
tion before the second insertion.

The Amboy News shall not be liable to the Customer for
any loss that results from the incorrect publication of its ad-
vertising. The Customer agrees to assume responsibility for
all errors in copy proofread by Customer when the adver-
tisement printed corresponds to the returned proof.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Lee, Bureau and LaSalle Counties

1 year manual pay $46.00

auto pay  $43.00

10 weeks manual pay  $10.50
auto pay $9.50

Non-local

1year manual pay $50.00
autopay  $47.00

10 weeks manual pay  $11.75

auto pay  $11.00

OFFICE HOURS
8a.m.-4p.m,,
Monday, Tuesday
8 a.m. - noon on Friday

.Closed Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday,
Sunday and major holidays.

Phone 815-857-2311
Fax 815-857-2517
Website www.amboynews.com
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Community invited to have Thanksgiving with Teen Turf

BY BRANDON
LACHANCE

Amboy News Reporter

AMBOY —It’s thattime
of the year again where we
sit down, pay thanks, and
enjoy a huge turkey dinner
for Thanksgiving.

Teen Turf, for the seventh
year, is hosting a free com-
munity Thanksgiving Dinner
on Saturday, Nov. 19, at the
Teen Turf Building, Boehle
Youth Center, at 235 West
Main St., in Amboy.

There will be entertain-
ment at noon and the dinner
will begin at 1 p.m.

“I feel it’s a big blessing
because it’s what we do all
year. We are always thankful,
but this is the time of the
year where we say it,” said
Teen Turf Executive Direc-
tor Eileen Piper. “It gives
people another opportunity
to do something different.
Generally, we do multi-gen-
erational all year long, but
this is extra special.

“It’s Thanksgiving and
so many people put it all
together to make it work.”

The full Thanksgiving
dinner is made possible by
the Impact program, Teen
Turf volunteers, and the
Amboy community.

Teen Turf kids will be
serving plates as guests walk

through the feast line.
“We’re thankful that God
lets us have this place. It’s

monies,” said Piper. “It’s
all the donations from our

been going for 28 years
without state or federal

community. United Way is a
big supporter, but it’s mostly

Teen Turf is holding a free community Thanksgiving
Dinner on Saturday, Nov. 19 at the Teen Turf Building,
Boehle Youth Center,235 West Main St.in Amboy. There will
be entertainment at noon, followed by a full Thanksgiving

dinner at 1 p.m.
Courtesy photos

Piper can be reached at 815-
857-4800.

our community.”
If there are any questions,

Santa

Sublette’s Christmas in the Village
Sunday, December 4th

Vendors at Ellice
Dinges Center

Tree Lighting
Hot Chocolate

Lighted Parade kicks off at 5:30 pm

3-6pm

Cookies

Kids’ Crafts
Dancers
Carriage Rides

NEW THIS YEAR:

\ 4 A i
.y
v

Amboy Garden Shop
290 W. Pieronnet St. * Amboy, IL 61310
Phone: (815)857-4015

R ]

Taking orders for
grave blankets &
wreaths for the

cemetery.
Orders must bhe placed
by December 1.

W W s o’

e N e

¢
¢
¢
¢
¢
f

Thanksgiving Meal

‘// to Help Raise Money for the
/ Shop With A Sheriff Program

Nov. 18 from 10 am - 2 pm
Shell Express Lane 342 North Mason, Amboy

Ham, turkey, mashed potatoes and gravy, corn,
stuffing a roll and dessert.

All proceeds and donations made in the deli go to the
Shop With A Sheriff Program during this day.

Call ahead with orders 815-857-2990.
Sponsored by Shell Express Lane Amboy

11162022

LETISRS TO SATA

Santa Claus is coming to town so The Amboy
News has made special arrangements with the
North Pole to publish letters to Santa in our
December 21+ issue.

Letters may be dropped off until noon, on Tuesday,

Dec. 13, 2022 at the Amboy News office. After

we publish the letters, we will send them directly to
Santa Claus at the North Pole in plenty of time for

Christmas.

Letters may be sent to:
SANTA CLAUS
c¢/o the Amboy News
PO Box 162, Amboy, IL 61310

OR, drop them off at our location at 245 E. Main Street in Amboy

TN AN

NoOR:
Por..i:u

¥
al

OR, Email them to: tgreenfield@amboynews.com (Email Subject “Letter to Santa”)

o)

D\ ¥
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T
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Grocery delivery for disabled &
senior citizens - in town only.

Winter Hours
Monday-Saturday, 7am-9pm
Sunday, 8am-8pm

Sale Prices Valid Nov. 16-22 - Limited Quantities

AMBOY FOOD

Now Accepting EBT Link
Cards and WIC

Fresh Oysters — Nov. 17-22 - $19.99 |b — Limited Quantities™

8 LIQUOR

Amhboy Deli Hours
Mon-Sat7a.m.-17p.m.
sun8 a.m.-6 p.m.

242 E. Main Street, Amboy IL. 61310

815-85°7-7020

— While Supplies Last

I PRODUCE & WEEKLY SPECIALS I

$1059~

Reg. Price $17.99/b.

$999..

Reg. Price $15.99/Ib.

Pineapple Brussels Whole or Sliced || Bolthouse
Sprouts Mushrooms Baby Carrots
vz 2 Ib. bag
2/$5 $249/1n. 2/$4 $1.99/ca.
Russet Potatoes || Southern Granny Smith Yellow Onions
51b. bag Yams Apples 3 Ib. bag
$299/ea $0.89/1n $1.69/1b. $199/ea
I  HOoT EUYs
=ah U.S.D.A. Beef =g U.S.D.A. New =wih Plain Chicken
AMBOY Ribeyes LR York Strip AMBOY Breasts
IlEll IlEll Steaks IlEll 4

$199,.

Reg. Price $3.99/Ib.

Jenni-O Turkey

§129

Lays Chips

8-10 oz Excludes Party or Family Size

i G\
$399...

Reg. Price $4.59/ea.

Kemp’s Ice Cream
Assorted 48 oz.

/\ ‘ l\
i \ Y ‘, )
$399..

Reg. Price $5.59/ea.

I WEEKLY SPECIALS I

Oscar Mayer
Bacon
16 oz.

Bob Evans Sides
12-24 oz.

Curley’s Shredded
Meat

16 oz. Assorted

3699 Reg. Price $8.99 3399 Reg. Price $4.99/ea. 3399Reg. Price $5.69 ea.
Silk Plant Dean’s Dip Reddi Whipped || Ore-lda
Based Milk Aosorted 11.7 0z Topping Potatoes
Assorted 64 oz. 6.5 oz. Assorted 22-32 0z
saggReg. Price $4.69 2/ $5 Reg. Price $3.09 3299 Reg. Price $3.99 saﬁgReg. Price $4.69
Johnsonville Stuffed Puffs Filled Miracle Whip Food Club

. Marshmallows 30 oz. . .
Sausage Strips Crispy Fried
2o Onions

6 oz.

3449 Reg. Price $5.89 3349 Reg. Price $3.99 3649 Reg. Price $7.79 2/ $5 Reg. Price $2.99

Nov. 22, 2022
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GLIPPERS ADUANGE T0 8-MAN
FOOTBALL STATE GHAMPIONSHIPS

2022 Amhoy Varsity Foothall Team
10 20 30 40 S50 40 30 20 10

Game
Friday; Noy318

1 p.m*at Monmouth

We're Behind You All The Way Clippers

Woodhaven Lakes Realty
509 LaMoille Rd., Sublette
815-849-5476

Sublette Mechanical
2025 Sublette Rd., Sublette
815-849-5223

Sublette Farmers Elevator
100 W Main St., Sublette
815-849-5222

Erbes Realty LL.C
1922 Tower Rd., Sublette
815-535-6295

Vaessen Bros Chevrolet
US Hwy. 52, Sublette
815-849-5232

Sensient Flavors LLC
Amboy
815-857-4354

Amboy News
245 E. Main St., Amboy
815-857-2311

City of Amboy
227 E Main St., Amboy
815-857-3814

Sublette Collision Center
344 US Highway 52, Sublette
&815-849-9090

Amboy Food and Liquor
242 E Main St., Amboy
815-857-7020

CGH Medical Center
& CGH Health Clinics
100 E. LeFevre Road
Sterling
815-625-0400

The First National Bank in Amboy
Amboy, Dixon, Franklin Grove, Monroe
Center
815-857-3625
Member FDIC

Jones-Berry Lumber
1 S Commercial Ave., Amboy
815-857-2525

Kaleel’s Clothing and Printing
704 N Galena Ave., Dixon
815-284-5033

Stenzel Insurance
102 N Elm St, PO Box 405
Franklin Grove
815-456-2319

River Country Properties
Jori McRae, Amboy
815-973-1197

Mihm-Jones Funeral Home
303 E Main St, Amboy
815-857-2611

Signator Investors, Inc
Neil Brinkmeier, LUTCF
402 N. Jones, Suite 100, Amboy
815-857-3483
Member FINRA/SIPC
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SPORTS

CLIPPERS HEAD TO 8-MAN STATE CHAMPIONSHIP

AMBOY - Being the lone senior on their teams, either
Amboy-LaMoille-Ohio quarterback Tucker Lindenmeyer or
Champaign St. Thomas More signal-caller Matt DeLorenzo
was going to be playing in his last high school football game.
Fortunately for Lindenmeyer, he will get another week of
practice in helmetand pads, and he will play in one more game.

That game will be for all the marbles in Illinois 8-Man
Football as the fifth-seeded Clippers earned a trip to the state
championship game by rolling over the eighth-seeded Sabers,
54-22, in the semifinal-round of the 8-Man Playofts on Nov.
12 at the AHS field.

Amboy (10-2) will face offagainst Biggsville West Central
(12-0) in the state championship game on Friday, Nov. 18 at
Monmouth College in Monmouth. Kickoff is at 7 p.m. The
Clippers and the Heat battled in the regular season finale
on Oct. 21, with the victory going to West Central, 68-30.

While the Clippers took advantage of St. Thomas More
turnovers and penalties, it was quite clear from the beginning
that Amboy was the superior team. Amboy received the game’s
opening kick, and starting at its own 30-yard line, marched
70 yards in a little over two minutes to claim a speedy 8-0
lead. Landon Whelchel capped off the long drive with an
8-yard touchdown run, followed by a Lindenmeyer two-point
conversion run for an 8-0 Amboy lead.

After each team exchanged punts on their next offensive
possessions, the Sabers committed their first turnover of the
game and the Clippers parlayed that into another score. After
taking a snap from center, DeLorenzo turned and pitched the
ball into the St. Thomas More backfield, but there was no
one there to receive the toss, and Amboy’s Quinn Leffelman
pounced on the ball at the Saber 38-yard line.

The Clippers quickly turned that miscue into a touchdown
when Whelchel raced 28 yards to the end zone at the 2:56
mark of the opening stanza. The two-point pass was incom-
plete and Amboy owned a 14-0 lead.

St. Thomas More showed a little life when Ben Horn
took the ensuing kickoff back 80 yards for a touchdown,
and then DeLorenzo ran in the two-point try, but it was all
Clippers after that.

Amboy had to punt on its next series, and then the Clippers
forced the Sabers into a punt, which sailed 53 yards down to
the Amboy 5-yard line to finish out the first quarter.

Amboy wasn’t daunted by its poor field possession as it
proceeded to go 95 yards for a TD, the final 57 yards cov-
ered by Whelchel on a scamper to paydirt with 9:56 left in
the half. The two-point pass was incomplete. In addition to
Whelchel’s run, the other big play of the drive was a long
pass from Lindenmeyer to Vincent Zembrzuski that helped
get the Clippers out of the hole.

St. Thomas More managed to move the ball into Amboy
territory on its next possession, but the Clipper defense
stiffened and held the Sabers on downs, taking over at their
own 31-yard line.

Facingathird-and-12 fromits own 29, Lindenmeyer flung
a short screen pass to Brennan Blaine, who managed to elude

Amboy’s Brody Christoffersen, left, goes horizontal while teammate Landon Montavon stands up Champaign St. Thomas
More running back Peace Bumba during action from the playoff semifinals on Nov. 12 at the AHS field.

several Saber defenders on his way to a 71-yard touchdown at
the 6:35 mark ofthe second period. Lindenmeyer’s successful
two-point run made it 28-8.

St. Thomas More’s second turnover of the contest once
again resulted in an Amboy score. On Amboy’s kickoff back
to the Sabers, the ball bounded off of a St. Thomas More
player and was recovered by the Clippers’ Caleb Yanos. On
the play, the Sabers were whistled for an unsportsmanlike
conduct penalty, which moved the ball all the way to the St.

Amboy quarterback Tucker Lindenmeyer tries to break free from the grasp of Champaign
St. Thomas More defender Brody Cuppernell during a semifinal-round playoff game on

Nov. 12 at the AHS field.

Amboy Community Unit
School District #272

Kip Cheek/Amboy News

Thomas More 22-yard line. From there, Amboy tallied again
when Leffelman bulled his way into the end zone from 6 yards
out. The two-point pass was no good, and Amboy led 34-8.

While only 4:43 remained on the first-half clock, each
team managed to score twice before intermission. St. Thomas
More needed only 25 seconds to find the end zone when
DeLorenzo scrambled 37 yards to the end zone, followed by
a Peace Bumba two-point run.

See CLIPPERS page B8

Amboy’s Quinn Leffelman, right, tugs on the jersey of Champaign St. Thomas More
quarterback Matt DeLorenzo as Landon Whelchel moves in for assistance in the playoff

semifinals on Nov. 12 at the AHS field.

Kip Cheek/Amboy News

Monday, Nov. 21

AHS Boys Fresh/Soph Basketball @ Polo Tournament-TBA

Kip Cheek/Amboy News

Clipper Fans . ..
The Game’s on us!

AHS Boys Varsity Basketball @ AFC Tournament-TBA

AHS Girls Basketball @ Serena-5:30 pm

AJHS 5th/6th Boys Basketball (H) Montmorency-6th-5pm/5th-6pm
AJHS 7th/8th Boys Basketball @ Montmorency-8th-5pm7th-6pm
NO SCHOOL-Parent/Teacher Conferences-noon-8pm

Tuesday, Nov. 22

AHS Boys Fresh/Soph Basketball @ Polo Tournament-TBA
AHS Boys Varsity Basketball @ AFC Tournament-TBA
AHS Wrestling (H) St. Bede Academy w/Mendota-5:30 pm
NO SCHOOL-Parent Teacher Conferences-8am — 1 pm

Wednesday, Nov. 23

AHS Boys Fresh/Soph Basketball @ Polo Tournament-TBA
AHS Boys Varsity Basketball @ AFC Tournament-TBA

No School

Thursday, Nov. 24
No School - Thanksgiving

Friday, Nov. 25
No School
AHS Boys Varsity Basketball @ AFC Tournament-TBA

Saturday, Nov. 26
AHS Boys Varsity Basketball @ AFC Tournament-TBA

Follow the entire FALL Season of Amboy
Football on WRCYV River Country FM 101.7

Join us every week for
Amboy Clipper Football!

State Championship Game!
Friday, Nov. 18 vs Biggsville West Central
at Monmouth College

7 pm start

LIVE online at nrgmediadixon.com/wixn-home with Josh Dillon and Brian Weidman

-Sponsored By-

* Amboy Sporting Goods * Jones Funeral Homes

* Becker Auto Body * Ken Nelson Auto Group
* KSB Hospital

* Meusel’s Dairy Delite

* Compeer Financial

* Country Financial - Brent
Seggebrunch

* DSK Ag
* Farley’s Appliance

* Sensient Flavors
¢ Sublette Farmers Elevator

* Vaessen Bros. Chevrolet
* First National Bank in Amboy

11162022
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There is a new ship in town

BY BRANDON
LACHANCE

Amboy News Reporter

AMBOY — A new ship
has anchored in Amboy next
to the Clipper.

Flagship The Foundation,
founded by Wes and Spencer
Morrissey, is officially ready
to help the community.

If a child’s parents can’t
afford a sports fee, cleats, a
band instrument, or more,
Flagship plans to be the
source to help obtain ma-
terials for community in-
volvement.

Meghan Schamberger has
been appointed the president
of the Flagship Board and is
ready to help those in need.

“I am good friends with
Spencer and Wes. My hus-
band, John Schamberger
(Amboy mayor), and Wes
are very, very good friends.
They go way back. Spencer
and Wes went to school with
John. They had this idea and
itsnowballed,” Schamberger
said. “They reached out to a
handful of us to see if we’d

be interested in being on the
board for their non-profit
organization.

“We had a few meetings
before positions were picked.
I’'m actually born in Polo.
I know a lot about the 4 U
Charity that they have. It’s
kind of the same thing that
we’re trying to do here.”

Schamberger was initially
interested in just being a part
of the board and helping her

community.

She wasn’t trying to take
leadership or become pres-
ident, but Wes and Spencer
felt she was perfect for the
responsibility.

“Coming from a small
community, marrying some-
one from a small community,
living here, and raising
my children here, I see the
importance of sports in the
community,” Schamberger

said. “Especially when it’s
a small community. There
isn’t a lot for kids to do here.
Without sports, band, plays,
and other extracurricular ac-
tivities, these kids wouldn’t
have a lot to do.

“Seeing the need and see-
ing how sports have shaped
my life and my husband’s
life, it really spoke to me in
wanting to give back to the
community and give others
an opportunity to participate
in a sport that maybe was out
of their reach.”

The Morrisseys are Am-
boy natives as Wes graduated
from Amboy High School in
2006 and Spencer received
his diploma in 2009.

Although they no longer
live in Amboy, as Spencer is
in Byron and Wes is in Dixon,
they remember where they
grew up and how important it
was to be involved in sports,
band, and all activities.

The board will include
the Morrisseys, but they are
viewing themselves more as
overseers, while Schamberg-

er is the president, Britainy
Kaleel is the vice president,
Jeremy Wolf is the treasurer,
Paige Nauman is the secre-
tary,and Dean Powers and Dr.
Brandon Klein are members.

Every cent raised or do-
nated by Flagship will go
to the Amboy community.
It’s not only designated for
youth sports, but youth is the
main focus.

“This is where we can
step in and help aid whatever
experience there may be,”
Schamberger said. “Maybe
the school can’t afford it. Or
thereis akid that wants to play
onthetravel softball team the
Amboy Rage and the fee is
outofreach. That’s where we
can step in and help do that.

“These kids and having
something to do in our com-
munity will help shape the
rest of their lives. It gives
them something to do and
a person to be that they will
use later on in life. There is a
need for that. I want to help
our community in whatever
way I can and I think this is

a great way to help.”

Flagship was founded in
January 2022, but all of the
501(c)3 documentation and
licensing didn’t clear until
November.

“The community has been
very receptive to Flagship.
They’re excited to see these
kids in the community given
a chance to participate in
something that they might
not be able to otherwise,”
Schamberger said. “Every-
one wants to help everyone in
town, but sometimes you just
don’t know how to help. You
don’t know where to donate
or what to do.

“This is a way for people
to donate. We can take the ap-
plications, spread it around,
and help those who need it.
I’ve heard nothing but great
things from the community.
There are alumni who want
to give back to their home-
town. They don’t want to see
sports, drama, band, plays, or
anything else go away.”

WINTER SPORTS PREVIEW: Developing Amboy wrestling program

BY BRANDON
LACHANCE

Amboy News Reporter

AMBOY — When Brent
Montavon signed on to be-
come the Amboy wrestling
coach before last season he
had missions on his mind,
improving area wrestling
and developing the Clipper
program.

Montavon, an Amboy na-
tive and Amboy High School
graduate, has always been
involved in wrestling as he
grappled and played football
for the Clippers, and helped

found the Clippers Wrestling
Club eight years ago with
four others.

In his second year with
AHS, he is seeing improve-
mentand the love for the sport
of wrestling growing.

“We’re trying to gain some
kids for the program. It has
been a downward spiral for
the sport of wrestling in gen-
eral,” said Montavon. “It’s
not just us. It’s everywhere.
It’s just a dying sport right
now. We’re trying to grow
the sport, not just here, but
everywhere.

PRINTING SERVICES

Call

The Amboy
News for your
printing needs!
(815) 857-2311

FINANCIAL

“This year we have about
the same numbers, but I have
a new kid in junior Austin
Heath. He’s a first-year
wrestler, who likes football,
but doesn’t play basketball.
He figured he would join the
wrestling team to help him.”

Montavon has eight wres-
tlers on the roster this year.

Senior Levi Near returns
after advancing to sectionals
a year ago.

Senior Jacob Doege, Ju-
nior Lucas Blanton and
sophomores Josh McKendry
and Kole Beckham are also

815-849-5476

returning from last winter.

Chase Montavon and
Landon Blanton may be new
to high school wrestling, but
they’reno stranger to the mat.

Landon Blanton qualified
for the IKWF (Illinois Kids
Wrestling Foundation) state
competition last year, while
Montavon qualified for the
IKWF sectional.

“We are practicing hard
and as we go on our guys
are only going to improve,”
Montavon said. “They’re
excited every time they step
on the mat.”

Levi Near wrestling in January 2022.

AVON COMMUNITY CENTER

Avon

576 N. 3859th Rd.
Rt. 2

Mendota, IL 61342
815.343.4750

mezandmezzzie@
gmail.com

Independent Sales Reprsentative

Betty Meznarich

To Buy or Sell. 41 Years as an Avon Lady.

AMBOY
COMMUNITY
CENTER

Available For
Receptions, Meetings, Fund-Raisers
280 W. Wasson Rd. * Amboy, IL61310

(815) 440-5784 - (815) 857-2324
Julie DeArmitt - Manager

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR

Milun—]ones
Funeral Home

Patrick Jones
303 E. Main Street ® Amboy

815-857-2611

www.thejonesth.com

For All Your Electrical Needs
Call 815-538-5598

SERVICE

STIHL

HHusqvarna

205 W. Main St. | Sublette, IL

815-849-5225

mainstreetrepair16@yahoo.com
SALES & - stihl Outdoor Power Equipment

* Husqvarna Mowers
* Dixon ZTR Parts

REAL ESTATE

Baylor Insurance
Agency

Insurance Service for the Home,
Farm & Business
Phone: 857-2716 or 453-7468
Jack S. Baylor, Agent
Ashton, IL 61006 ¢ P.O. Box 3
Lee Center, IL 61331

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295

Lori Erbes, GRI

Designated Managing Broker

Heiting Insurance Agency

Serving the Mendota &
surrounding area for 25+ years!

Dick Heiting * Suzanne Heiting

Auto/Home/Business/Farm
1409 E.

(815)539-9265 =x

PRINTING SERVICES

Call
The Amboy
News for your
printing needs!
(815) 857-2311

HOME REMODELING

& Remodeling
17 years doing

business in Amboy W’
Over 25 Years in J L

icel
Service! ¢ = 2 A\
Robert Moore L 1

Owner

-,
@

815-857-3246

LAWN CARE

815-582-2781 g

PO Box 296
Sublette, IL 61367

Larry Kosowski

Your Business in
this space for only
$30.00 per month.

CALL
The Amboy News
at 815-857-2311.
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OLIVE

November 14, 2022 Posting Date

ing Crossword
ACROSS 1T 2 B |2
1 Stitched
5 Bol. neighbor |12
8 Urban haze
12 Rue the run
13 Six, in Sicily
14 "l did it!"
15 Corp. VIP
16 Not on
17 Goals
18 Summer goal
20 Seeto
22 Coffee variety
26 Macadamized
29 Galley item
30 Oid
Oldsmobile
31 "Sadtosay.."
32 Director Lee |50 51 52
33 Tarzan's
transport 53 54 55
34 Dress
35 Author 53 Turner and 9 Variety of character
Umberto Danson orange 35 Needle hole
36 Wedding rings 54 Filming site 10 Peculiar 36 Sheep call
37 Richcoffee 55 Sicilian peak 11 Helium, for 38 Feelings,
lightener one informally
40 Coffin support DOWN 19 Succor 39 Put into law
41 Serviette 1 Easytargets 21 Mess up 42 Shoelace
45 No neatnik 2 Beige 23 Esteem snarl
47 Dos Passos 3 Timely query? 24 Transmit 43 PC picture
trilogy 4 Getscomfy 25 Low digits 44 Houston
49 Early Peruvian 5 For — 26 Walkway acronym
50 Actor (cheaply) 27 Lotion addi- 45 Pvt.'s superior
Hackman 6 Ump tive 46 Author Harper
51 Computer key 7 Present 28 Wanderer 48 Away from
52 Aussie attachment 32 Amasses NNW
hoppers 8 Shorthand pro 33 "Twilight"

© 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.

Weekly SUDOKU

by Linda Thistle

8 4 9
2 1(7
6 8
4 2
3 719 6
116 4
6 3 8 1
3 5 6
1 8 9

Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and
each small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.

DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ ¢ ¢

@ Moderate 4@ Challenging
4 ¢ ¢ HOO BOY!

© 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.

HOCUS-FOCUS HENRY BOLTINOFF

(/,‘/\) )

\_

Find at least six differences in details between panels.

©2022 King Features Syndicate, Inc. All rights reserved.

SCRAMBLERS

Unscramble the letters within each rectangle to form four ordinary words. Then
rearrange the boxed letters to form the mystery word, which will complete the gag!

veveo L) L

U NC:I’;SIe CE I:I I:I

Calm

TABLES 1

Dawdle
TROLIE |:|

©2022 King Features Syndicate, Inc.
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CryptoQuip

This is a simple substitution cipher in which each letter used stands
for another. If you think that X equals O, it will equal O throughout
the puzzle. Solution is accomplished by trial and error.

Clue: E equals W

ETSI EZLQN KZL YSQQ SYIXHUU
IZRQPW PJ THX TZRH EHXH ZW
S WSXXZE UPNH XZSN?

QPQK ZJ ITH SQQHK.

\ ©2022 King Features Synd., Inc. /

Trivia
test s |

Rodriguez

1. MOVIES: Who voices the character
of Timon in “The Lion King™?

2. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is a
group of parrots called?

3. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What
are the main colors of Italy’s flag?

4. SCIENCE: What instrument is used
to measure wind speed and direction?

5. LITERATURE: Who wrote the
young readers’ novel “Looking for Alas-
ka™?

6. U.S. STATES: In which state can
you find Glacier National Park?

7. MEASUREMENTS: What is the
study of measurements called?

8. TELEVISION: The characters in
“Laverne & Shirley” live and work in
which city?

9. GEOGRAPHY: Which two coun-
tries occupy the Iberian Peninsula?

10. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Which pres-
ident signed into law a bill that made
“The Star-Spangled Banner” the nation-
al anthem?

© 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.
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SPORTS

witer srorts rreview: Returning to the hardwood

BY BRANDON
LACHANCE

Amboy News Reporter

AMBOY — At the mo-
ment, the Amboy boys bas-
ketball team doesn’t have
it’s full roster since more
than half of the team is also
on the football team, which
is playing for a state title on
Friday.

Even though they’ve only
had eight or nine of the pro-
jected 20-24 members of the
team, Clippers coach Brad
Dunlap is excited by what
he’s seen at practice.

“We want to be com-
petitive. We’re competing
everyday in practice. These
guys have the heart. They
wantto be here,” said Dunlap,
who has been the AHS coach
for three years, part of the

previously at Warren and
Riverdale. “They’re excited
for practice. They’re excited
for the games. They’re very
coachable and doing all the
right things.

“It’s just being competi-
tive and competing against
every team, no matter who
we are playing. I think they
really want to win and be
successful. It really goes a
long way. We have to get
better everyday with having
some faith, courage, and
enthusiasm.

“They’ve been doing well
so far.”

The Clippers finished last
season 9-20.

Perusual with graduation,
the squad lost some seniors.

But to Dunlap’s grin, he’s
comfortable with the guys he
has coming back.

“We lost seven seniors
last year. But, we only started
two seniors, so we bring back
three starters,” Dunlap said.
“This year, we really don’t

staff for four, and coached

[ |
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Ehrmann Gehlbach Badger and Consinde
114 E. Everett St., Suite 300 * Dixon ® 815-288-4949
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AUTOMOBILE DEALERS

Vaessen Brothers Chevrolet, Inc.
U.S. Hwy. 52 ¢ Sublettee 815-849-5232
www.vaessenbrothers.com

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

Becker Autobody

33 S East Ave. ®* Amboy ° 815-857-2632
Family owned and operated by Joe and Jen Dewey

AUTO SALES/TOWING

Gerdes Auto & Truck Sales & Towing, Inc.
U.S. Hwy. 52 ¢ Amboy ° 815-857-3722
www.gerdessales.com

BAKERY

Local Cup and Cake
100 S. Front St * Sublette * 815-994-1044

Revolution Wellness
205 E Main St. e Amboy ° 815-857-7021
Like us on Facebook!

Becker Detailing
204 N. Jefferson Ave., Suite A ® Amboy

* 815-823-7697
Like us on Facebook @BeckerDetailing

Amboy Dental Group

Dr. Joel Hochstatter, D.M.D. and
Dr. Brandon Klein, D.D.S.

305 E. Joe Drive, Suite 120 ® Amboy
815-857-2015

Hilliker Electric
1417 Franklin Rd. ¢ Franklin Grove ¢ 815-456-7036
hillikerelectricllc.com

FARM EQUIPMENT REPAIR

Sublette Mechanical, Inc.
2025 Sublette Rd. ¢ Sublette  815-849-5223

Vaessen Implement Repair
542 US-52, Sublette, IL 61367 * 815-849-9010

FEED/LIVESTOCK EQUIP.

Sublette Farmers Elevator
100 W. Main St. ¢ Sublette ¢ 815-849-5222

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS

The First National Bank in Amboy (FDIC)
220 E. Main Street * Amboy

Franklin Grove ¢ Dixon ®* Monroe Center
815-857-3625 « www.fnbamboy.com

know who the starters are
going to be yet. It depends
on who we have, especially
right now because we’re
missing some guys because
they’re playing football. We
only have eight or nine guys
atpractice, which s great, but
we’re not able to scrimmage
or practice 5-on-5.”

Senior Kyler McNinch
was a starter last year and
is projected to be a starting
guard this season. Seniors
Wes Wilson and Garrett Per-
tell are back after receiving
large minutes as juniors.

Moving up from last
year’s freshman-sophomore
lineup to this season’s varsity
lineup are juniors Troy An-
derson and Eliseo Vazquez,
and sophomore Eddie Jones.

Dunlap also has a couple
of sophomores he may call
up to varsity.

“The expectations are
always high. That’s what
we strive for. We’re going
to work hard and play hard

[

every day,” Dunlap said. “No
matter what the scoreboard
says, whoeverwe are playing,
we’re going to play as hard
as we possibly can.

“With the youth and in-

Amboy
Veterinary
Clinic

315 S. Mason, Amboy
815-857-22135

FIRST
STATE
BANK

2514 Johnson St., West Brooklyn
815-628-3121 ° Firststatebank.biz
Member FDIC

Serving The Amboy Area For 100 Years

Hours:
M-F8-5
Sat.8-3
Sun. 10 -1

Jones-Berry Lumber

Co.

Save Time,
Save money...

HARDWARE &

BUILDING MATERIAL

1 South Commercial, Amboy, IL
815-857-2525

2025 Sublette Road
Sublette
MICHAEL VAESSEN
Phone: 815-849-5223
Cell: 815-994-7543

www.sublette-mechanical.com

experience we have, we may
struggle in the beginning.
There will be growing pains.
We’ll fight through it. I have
no worries we’ll be where |
want to be by the end of the

Senior Kyler McNinch
was a starter last year and
is projected to be a starting
guard this season. Seniors
Wes Wilson, pictured left
from February 2022, and
Garrett Pertell are back after
receiving large minutes as
Juniors.

season.”

Amboy will take its first
jump ball against Polo at
the Ashton-Franklin Center
Thanksgiving Tournament
at 6 p.m. Monday, Nov. 21.

[12]
ddad 4 “:AJJ
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FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS

First State Bank

2514 Johnson St., West Brooklyn
815-628-3121

Firststatebank .biz

Member FDIC

Mihm-Jones Funeral Home
303 E. Main Street * Amboy ¢ 815-857-2611
www.thejonesth.com

GAS/CONVENIENCE STORES

Shell Express Lane
342 N. Mason ® Amboy

Sublette BP Gas
508 N. Pennsylvania St. e Sublette

Shady Oaks Golf Club
Highway 52 between Amboy & Sublette
815-849-5424

GROCERY/LIQUOR

Amboy Food and Liquor
242 E. Main Street ¢ Amboy ¢ 815-857-7020

HARDWARE/LUMBER

Jones-Berry Lumber Co.
1 S. Commercial © Amboy e 815-857-2525

Sublette Farmers Elevator
100 W. Main St. ¢ Sublette ® 815-849-5222

Chapel Hill Memorial Gardens and Funeral Home
1121 N. Galena ° Dixon ® 815-284-3322
Chapelhilldixon.com

NEWSPAPERS/PRINTING

The Amboy News
245 E. Main Street ® Amboy © 815-857-2311

Erbes Realty, LLLC
1922 Tower Road ¢ Sublette, IL
815-535-6295 e Lorierbes@gmail.com

River Country Properties
Jori McRae, Broker/Owner
815-973-1197 « www.rivercountryproperties.net

Woodhaven Lakes Realty, Inc.
509 LaMoille Rd. ¢ Sublette ¢ (815) 849-5476
www.woodhavenlakes.com

VETERINARY CARE

Amboy Veterinary Clinic
315 S. Mason * Amboy © 815-857-2215
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Shopping

Local

Creates
Jobs: The jobs
created allow
spending in the
local economy
and help create
more Jobs.

Shopping

Local

saves you
money and
time! Travel
expenses and
personal time
make the overall
cost of 1tems
more.

Shopping

Local

encourages

community

growth. By choosing
to do business locally
you help maintain
Amboy’s diversity,
charm and appeal;
which in turn,
attracts new
community members.

Local

independent

businesses
invest more

in our community:

They support local
charities, schools
and community
events which
financially impacts
our community.

Shopping

Local

retains our

community:

Without the
support in the
local community,
restaurants, shops
and services are
forced to close.

Shopping Local
invests in
community services
and city economy.
Your dollars spent in
locally-owned
businesses have three times the
impact on your community as
dollars spent outside of
Amboy. When shopping
locally, you create funds for
more city and county services
through sales tax. In turn, these
funds are invested in
neighborhood services
including police, fire and
ambulance as well as park and
library improvements.

Local

businesses

sell a wide

range of

great products
at affordable
prices and cater
to the needs and
wants of the
community.

Shopping

Local retains

our

distinctiveness:
Local businesses
respond quicker to
the needs of the
customers and stock
products to meet the
core community’s
needs.

Local shops

value you

more: Local

businesses

survive by their
reputation and
repeat business,
which means you
get a higher
standard of
service.
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Classified

Sell your household items for free.

I Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words
-one week - 7 pub||cat|ons price must be listed)

AMBOY -

101
LEGAL NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Village of Paw Paw
has passed and ap-
proved on November
9, 2022 the annual Tax
Levy Ordinance. Any-
one wishing to inspect
the Ordinance may do
so at the 362 Chicago
Road office by appoint-
ment.

No. 1103
(Nov. 16, 2022)

PUBLIC NOTICE
A 159-foot  overall
height guyed-type tele-
communications  struc-
ture, under ownership
of Phoenix Towers In-
ternational, is located at
1460 South College Av-
enue, Dixon, Lee Coun-
ty, |lllinois (N41° 49’
38.6" W89° 29’ 14.6").
The tower is not lighted.
Any interested party
may request further en-
vironmental review of
the proposed action by
notifying the FCC of the
specific reasons that
the action may have a
significant impact on
the quality of the human
environment pursu-
ant to 47 CFR Section
1.1307. This request
must only raise environ-
mental concerns and
can be filed online us-
ing the FCC pleadings
system or mailed to
FCC Requests for Envi-
ronmental Review, Attn:
Ramon Williams, 445
12th Street SW, Wash-
ington, DC 20554 within
30 days of the date that
this notice is published.
Instruction for filing an
online Request for En-
vironmental Review can
be found at www.fcc.
gov/asr/environmental-
request. Refer to File
No. A1223433 when
submitting the request
and to view the specific
information about the
proposed action. 22-
000771/CMJ
No. 1104
(Nov. 16, 2022)

NOTICE OF PUBLIC

HEARING

LEE COUNTY

ZONING BOARD OF

APPEALS

LEE COUNTY,

ILLINOIS
On November 3, 2022,
Mike and Mary Ander-
son, whose mailing ad-
dress is 670 US Rt. 52,
Amboy, lllinois 61310,
as owners of certain
real property located in
Lee Center Township,
Lee County, lllinois,
referenced as PIN: 11-
16-31-100-015, filed a
Petition for Special Use
Permit (“Petition”) with
the Lee County Zoning
Office requesting they
be granted a special
use for the Property,
which is zoned Ag-1
Rural/Agricultural  Dis-
trict, to allow outdoor
storage for campers,
boats, trailers, and rec-
reational vehicles. The
Petitioners, Mike and
Mary Anderson, are
acting for and on behalf
of themselves.
Notice is hereby given
that the Zoning Board
of Appeals will conduct
a public hearing on the
Petition at 6:00pm, on
Thursday, December
1, 2022, in the Judge
James E. Bales Court-
room located at the Lee
County Old Courthouse
Building, 112 East Sec-
ond Street, Dixon, llli-
nois 61021.
Please be advised that
the meeting will also be
streamed online in real
time via YouTube at:
https://www.youtube.
com and through the
Zoom Meeting plat-
form. The public will
be able to participate
by utilizing the Zoom
Meeting by comput-
er at, https://zoom.
us/j/915392391547p-
wd=bG96UjNYRORPS-
jRURUx2UFJjeWx-
WQTO09
Meeting ID: 915 3923
9154 and Password:
209840
For further information
about this proposed

project, please call the
Lee County Zoning Of-
fice at 815/288-3643.
The transcripts and
minutes of each meet-
ing conducted by the
Zoning Board of Ap-
peals will be posted on
the Lee County website
at www.leecountyil.com
as they are received.
No. 1106

(Nov. 16, 2022)

101
LEGAL NOTICE

This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising.  Readers
are cautioned to
thoroughly investigate
all  ads, especially
those asking for money
in advance.

105
BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising.  Readers
are cautioned to
thoroughly investigate
all  ads, especially
those asking for money
in advance.”

113
FINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee
Loans or Credit Offers
Companies that do
business by phone
can’t ask you to pay for
credit before you get it.
For more information,
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service
message from  your
hometown newspaper
and the Federal Trade
Commission.

119
ANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising.  Readers
are cautioned to
thoroughly investigate
all  ads, especially
those asking for money
in advance.”

127
SERVICES AND
REPAIRS

Furman's Lawn Care
and Tree Work. Fall
clean up, gutters and
more. Fully insured.
In  business  since
1999. Rochelle and
surrounding areas. Call
Jeremy Furman at 815-
761-9619. Please leave
a message, will return
call ASAP.

201
DOMESTIC/CHILD
CARE

NO INDIVIDUAL,
unless licensed or

holding a permit as a
childcare

facility, may cause
to be published
any advertisement

soliciting a child care
service. A childcare
facility that is licensed
or operating under a
permit issued by the
lllinois Department of
Children and Family
Services may publish
advertisements of the
services for which it is
specifically licensed or
issued a permit. Your
Hometown Newspaper
strongly urges any
parent or guardian to
verify the validity of the
license of any facility
before placing a child
in it's care.

301

ANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY:
Vintage Metal and
Wood  Signs, Milk
Bottles & Local
Advertising, Oak

Icebox, Iron Door Stop
and Antique Lighting...
Call Dick Harms at

815-562-2928 or email
dickharms@hotmail.
com

ANTIQUES WANTED: |
pay cash for antiques;
furniture,  glassware,
pottery & crocks, tin
& iron toys, sterling
silver, decoys. If it's
antique, I'm interested
in looking! Call 815-
562-2928 or emall
dickharms@hotmail.
com

307
MISCELLANEOUS
FOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper
-$3 per Bundle. End
Roll- Cost Depends on
Weight of Roll. Available
Monday-Friday
815-562-4171(8AM-
NOON ONLY) Rochelle
News Leader.

309
PETS AND SUPPLIES

FREE KITTENS and
cats to good and loving
homes. Call 815-503-
1881. (11-20-22)

311
FARM EQUIPMENT

LOOKING to  buy
Farm Machinery,
Cars, Trucks, and Old
Tractors. Call 815-761-
28083 (11-16-22)

403

FARMS & FARM
LAND

WANTED farm
properties for
commercial goose

hunting. Call Larry at
608-751-9393. (11-22-
22)

405
HOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE
advertised herein is
subject to the Federal
Fair ~ Housing  Act,
which makes it illegal
to advertise any
preference, limitation
or discrimination based
on race, color, religion,
sex, handicap, familial

status, or national
origin, or intention
to make any such
preferences, limitation

or discrimination. We
will  not  knowingly
accept any advertising
for real estate which
is in violation of the
law. All persons are
hereby informed that
all dwellings advertised
are available on an

SUBLETTE - WEST BROOKLYN * LEE CENTER * PAW PAW

il

equal opportunity
basis.

501

APARTMENTS FOR
RENT

ROCHELLE:
Large  North  Side
2-BEDROOM. Free
heat and water. No
Pets. 815-919-9015.
(12-04-22)

511
STORAGE UNITS

10x20 Inside
Storage,
Outside and Inside
Storage for semi-

trucks/trailers,
boats, campers, etc.

Call
815-857-2252

203

HELP WANTED

Mendota Civic Center

Apply in person.
1901 Tom Merwin Drive, Mendota

Two part — time positions available.
Cook & Event setup/teardown.

Must be available weekdays, and occasional

evenings and weekends. Hours are based on
booked events. Must be 18, outgoing and a

self-starter. Must be able to lift 25 Ibs. These
positions could be combined.

11132022

601
VEHICLES FOR SALE

2018 Chevy 1500 Crew Gab High
Country 4x4

2018 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab High Country 4x4, Black, 67K Miles,
GM-Certified, 1-owner, local trade, Tonneau cover, Leather Interior,
Heated/cooled Seats, Running Boards and more!

2022 Chevy K-1500 Crew, 4x4 Custom 2018 Chevy K-1500 Crew, 4x4 High Country,
Rally, 14K Miles, Silver. $40,900 Loaded, 67K Miles, Black.

Diesel, 4x4, 2018 Chevy Equinox AWD Premier, 72K
$42,900 miles, 1-owner, Loaded, Black ..$25,900

2019 Chevy 1500 High Country Crew 2018 Chevy Equinox FWD Premier, 45K
Cab, 24k Miles, Black $52,900 Miles, Tan $24,900

2019 Chevy Equinox, AWD, LT, , 2017 Chevy K-3500 Crew LTZ 6.0 gas,
Black.. ...$23, One Owner, 74K Miles, Gray .... $44,900

QUALITY USED CARS, TRUCKS, SUV’S & VANS

2019 Chevy 1500 Dbl Cab RST, 4WD,
Z71, Gray. $32,900 Diesel, Silver

2019 Cadillac XT4 FWD, 60k Miles,
Red $29,000

VAESSEN
BROTHERS
CHEVROLET, INC,

“Great Deals - Great Service Since 1926”

2015 Chevy K-2500, Crew Cab, LTZ,
$48,900

HIGHWAY 52
SUBLETTE, IL
www.vaessenbrothers.com

(815) 849-5232
1-800-227-5203

Ally Financing and
GMF Financing or Leasing

* Plus Tax, title and license. Rebates applied
Subject to credit approval.

e LAMOILLE

INFORMATION

Office Hours:

Monday and Tuesday 8 a.m.
-noon, Tp.m.-4 p.m.
Friday 8 a.m. - noon

Closed Wednesday,
Thursday,  Saturday and
Sunday

Phone:

815-857-2311

Fax:

815-857-2517

Email:
tgreenfield@amboynews.com
Address:

245 E. Main Street, Amboy
Mail:

P.0. Box 162,

Amboy, IL 61310

DEADLINES:

Mondays at 10 a.m
(Deadlines subject to change
during holiday times)

Al classified marketplace
line ads will appear in
the following 7  print
publications and on 5 high-
traffic newspaper websites:
* Rochelle News-Leader ©
Ogle County Life ¢ Rochelle
Shopping News e Ashton
Gazette * Amboy News
e Mendota Reporter e
Mendota Money Saver

Call for pricing that starts
at §32.99 for private
party ads and $44.60
for commercial business
ads and $7.50 for garage
sale ads.

DISCLAIMER:

It your advertisement
appears incorrectly, notify
us immediately. We will not
be responsible for more than
one incorrect insertion, and
will only credit customer for
one insertion.
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SPORTS

WINTER SPORTS PREVIEW:
Create your legacy

BY GEORGE HOWE

Amboy News Reporter

AMBOY —Amboy Girls
Varsity Basketball Head
Coach Mike McCracken
walked into the gym at a
recent practice wearing a
tee-shirtthatsaid ‘create your
own legacy.” After 52 years
coaching, the last 16 for the
Lady Clippers, his footprint
has been firmly cemented.
Now, with the help of his
coaching staff, he hopes to
guide this season’s squad to
make their own history.

“Often times my players
don’t realize the traditions
and memories that they
are creating while they are
playing and I like to make
them aware of that,” he said.
“I hope that it gives them a
little extra motivation.”

With the upcoming cam-
paign nearly ready to tip-off
in the Northwest Upstate
[1lini South Conference,
McCracken and his staff
led by his daughter Shauna,
who has by his side for the
last 15 years, are helping
to mold a very young team
that features one senior, two
juniors, five sophomores,
and seven freshmen. Despite
returning three starters from
last season’s 10-2 and 23-9
overall records, which left
them one game shortofatitle
to Eastland, there is still some
uncertainty about depth.

“We are going to start two
sophomores out of necessi-
ty,” explained McCracken.
“We are six deep at the mo-
ment but would like to have
seven to nine ready to come
offthebench and contribute.”

McCrackenis countingon
his lone senior, 6 foot post
player Courtney Ortgiesen,
to provide leadership, more
scoring, and rebounding
inside to help fill the void
left by graduating star for-
ward Olivia Dinges. So far,
Ortgiesen has been up to the
challenge.

“I’ve been working on
my shooting and inside
post moves to be in good
position for rebounds and
second chance shots,” she
explained. “I’m trying to
help the younger players
with their confidence to know
when to shoot or pass. It can
be a little nerve wracking at
times, but it should benefit
us throughout the season.”

Courtney Ortgiesen

Elly Jones

Junior point guard 5’8
Elly Jones will run the of-
fense for the second straight
year and will be joined in the
Clipper’sthree guard offense
by sophomores 5’9 Tyrah
Vaessen and 5’8 Addison
Pertell, who McCracken
has been happy with how
they are fitting in. Returning
forward 5’10 Maeve Larson
completes the starting five.
Emily Sachs, a strong 6’1
sophomore center, will be
the first player off the bench.
McCracken feels that the
team’s strengths are decent
team speed and a solid 2-3
defense, although he isn’t
afraid to play man to man if
necessary.

“We work on our defense
quite a bit and prefer to play
zone to stay out of foul trou-
ble,” he said.

Defending conference
champion Eastland always
is a tough opponent but ac-
cording to McCracken he has
realistic expectations.

“With a young team we
can look smooth at times
and also rough around the
edges,” hesaid. “Wewill play
through ourinexperience and
if our shooting percentages
improve we should be near
the top and competing for a
conferencetitleand beyond.”

Under the watchful eye of Coach McCracken

deadli

nksgiving H

Amboy running back Landon Whelchel cradles the football as he crosses the goal line ahead of Champaign St. Thomas

More’s Matt DeLorenzo, right, in semifinal round playoff action on Nov. 12 at the AHS field.

CLIPPERS continued from page B2

Kip Cheek/Amboy News

Amboy answered when it puttogether
a 52-yard scoring drive, the final play
being a Leffelman 5-yard TD run. Zem-
brzuski hauled in a Lindenmeyer pass
for the two-pointer.

St. Thomas More countered with
a 68-yard scoring drive that took just
under a minute and a half to complete.
DeLorenzo’s 18-yard run sealed the
deal with 14 seconds left in the half to
make it 42-22.

Miraculously, the Clippers tallied
yet another touchdown before intermis-
sion. Whelchel ran the kickoff back to
the Saber 35-yard line with 5 seconds

remaining, then Lindenmeyer lofted a
pass toward the left side of the end zone
that Blaine somehow came down with as
time expired. After the two-pointattempt
was unsuccessful, Amboy carried a 48-
22 lead to the locker room.

There was no scoring in the third
quarter, with each team getting an in-
terception. Reid Cradduck picked off
a Lindenmeyer pass in the end zone,
while Eddie Jones returned the favor
when he swiped a DeLorenzo offering
at the Amboy 30-yard line.

Both teams lost fumbles to start the
fourth frame. Blaine fell ona DeLorenzo

miscue atthe Amboy 48, and the Clippers
took advantage of that turnover to tack
onthe final touchdown of the game. Lef-
felman completed the 52-yard drive with
an 8-yard run to the end zone with 6:56
left. The two-point run came up short.

St. Thomas More had one lastchance
atascore whenitdrove inside the Amboy
10-yard line, but the Clipper defense
denied the opportunity. Amboy’s offense
was able to keep the ball the final five
minutes of the game.

Clippers set sail to championship

Amboy is ready
for rematch with
West Central

BY BRANDON
LACHANCE

Amboy News Reporter

AMBOY — In Week 9
of the regular season, Am-
boy-LaMoille-Ohio fell to
West Central 68-30.

There is only one game
left in the season, the 8-Man
Football Championship, and
there is nothing the Clippers
would like more than to
avenge the loss while win-
ning a state title.

“We couldn’t ask for a
better situation. West Central
beat us a month ago,” said
Amboy coach Scott Payne.
“But, that was a month ago.
Now, it’s a different time
and a different type of game.
The kids know that, and the
kids want a second chance
at West Central. They can’t
wait for Friday to get here.
We wouldn’t want any other
opponent besides West Cen-
tral in the title game.

“Inthe previous game, we
tried to play a different style
of defense than we usually
play. This time we’re not
going to do that. We’re going
to play the defense we know
how to play. Before, we tried
to move a couple of kids
around to try a few different
things. Itjustdidn’t work out.
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This time they’ll be in their
normal spots and we’re going
to play our normal defense.

“We’re going to lineup
against them and see what
happens.”

Therematch, betterknown
astheIllinois 8-Man Football
Championship is at 7 p.m.
Friday at Monmouth College.

Getting ready for the
game, Payne has had plenty
of inspiration words for his
team.

He has also watched the
Heat’s game-winning 25-
yard run with five seconds left
on the clock that propelled
West Central past Polo, 50-
48, in the semifinals.

“I watched the tape yes-
terday. I rewound that play
about four or five times to
make sure I saw it right,”
Payne said. “It was a tough
way for Polo to lose. I feel
bad for them. It was a great
win for West Central.

“They ran that play a lot
against Polo. It’s a sweep to
the outside. They’re trying to
get their all-state, really fast

running back to the outside.
That’s something we’re going
to have to shut down.”

Besides being enthusiastic
toward a rematch with West
Central, the Clippers are
ready to add to the program’s
tenured history.

Amboy won an 11-man
IHSA Class 2A state title in
1984 and has two runner-up
finishes in 1979 and 1982.

Although the Amboy
gymnasium will already hold
abanner for the 2022 season,
the Clippers want it to be a
championship banner, not
second place.

“Thekids are really excit-
ed. It has been 38 years since
Amboy football has played
for a state championship,”
Payne said. “These kids have
worked really hard with the
weightlifting, conditioning,
double practices in the sum-
mer, and practices all season
long to get to this point.

“After the semifinal there
were a few guys from the
1984 team on the field con-
gratulating them. My assis-

tant coach, Sam Jones, was
on the 1984 team, so he was
alittle emotional about it after
the game. It’s great for the
kids. It’s great for the parents.
It’s great for the community.
It’s great for the high school.
“It’s an exciting time for
Amboy.”
Payne isn’t worried about
his players having nerves.
The coach who hasn’t
coached or played in a state
title game isn’t worried about
his nerves either. He knows
how to work past them.
“Right now, I’'m fine. I’'m
pretty sure on Friday when I
wake up at 3 in the morning,
I'think I’ll get a little nervous
as the day goes on,” said
Payne, who’s only personal
state experience is watching
hisbrother Chris Payne coach
the Mount Carroll basketball
team at state 20 years ago.
“Once that opening kickoffis
in the air, the nerves will go
away and I’1l focus on coach-
ing the game and following
through with our game plan.”

The proceeds of the sale of the calendars
henefit our From The Heart recipients:
Pegasus Special Riders, Rochelle Christian
Food Pantry, HOPE, Focus House, Shining Star

The 2023 From The Heart Cash Calendars
are NOW AVAILABLE!!

Children’s Advocacy
Center, CASA, Rochelle Area
Community Foundation, Hub City
Senior Center & Rochelle Rotary.

OUR CHARITIES
NEED OUR
SUPPORT

NOW MORE
THAN EVER!

For Just $20 you have a chance to he one of

365 DAILY WINNERS TOTAL CASH PRIZES $18,250
PLUS Each Calendar Has UALUABLE LOCAL COUPONS

Here are 3 Ways to Purchase Your
2023 From The Heart Cash Galendar!

> ONLINE: Go to http://fromtheheartrochelle.org and click on
CASH CALENDARS. Once the calendar is purchased we will mail it out to
vou! Shipping and processing fees will be added to cost.

<IN PERSON: You can pick up a 2023 From The Heart Cash
Calendar TODAY at the following locations:

In Rochelle at: First State Bank, Stillman Bank, HOPE Chest,
Dimond Bros. Insurance and Hub City Senior Center

In Oregon at: Merlin's

In Dixon at: Shining Star

e BY MAIL: Fill out the form below and send it in to us and we will mail a
2023 From The Heart Cash Calendar to you!
Shinping fees are added to cost.
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YES! Send me my 2023 From The Heart Cash Calendar!
(Please Print)

r
|

NAME:
| ADDRESs:

CITY, STATE, ZIP:
| prHONE:
|
|
I

NUMBER OF CALENDARS:
Clip and mail this form along with $23
($20 per calendar plus $3 per calendar postage) to:
Rotary Calendar, PO BOX 372, Rochelle, IL 61068
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