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R O C H E L L E  — 
On Friday, Rochelle’s 
Walmart held a ribbon 
cutting and “re-grand 
opening” event for its 
recent renovations to the 
store at 311 E. Illinois 
Route 38.

Store improvements 
made in recent months 
include online grocery 
pickup moving to a more 
convenient location for 
increased daily order 
capacity, expansion in 
departments of groceries, 
health and beauty aids, 
over the counter pharma-
cy and sporting goods, 
doubling the number of 
self-checkout lanes, new 
grab and go deli/lunch 
items, new signage and 
fixtures, and new paint and 
polished concrete floors.

“The improvements 
will be a game changer 
for our customers,” Jim 
Haager, Walmart store 
manager, said. “The in-
creased capacity of online 
grocery pickup is just one 
way we’re innovating to 
create a more convenient 
experience for our cus-
tomers.”

Walmart hosts ribbon cutting ceremony
Haager: ‘It’s really to set us up for the future. A long future’

The Friday event saw 
attendance from Walmart 
employees and represen-
tatives from the City of 
Rochelle, Rochelle Cham-
ber of Commerce and 
the community. Haager 
thanked everyone that 
attended to celebrate the 
store’s transformation. 

The Walmart store 
manager said the proj-
ect was one the biggest 
he’s been involved in 
other than when Walmart 
moved locations from its 
previous, smaller location 
in Rochelle. He thanked 
employees for their work 
during the recent reno-

vation. 
“You all did a great 

job and stepped up and 
did a lot of things that 
you haven’t done before,” 
Haager said. “You made 
this happen.”

Haager said there’s 
“very little” in the store 
that hasn’t moved and 
the goal of the renova-
tions was to improve the 
shopping experience and 
set up the Walmart to 
serve customers far into 
the future.

“I think we’ve accom-
plished that,” Haager 
said. “We did our best to 
rearrange things to make 

it better. It’s really to set 
us up for the future. A long 
future.”

Rochelle City Council-
woman Kate Shaw-Dick-
ey attended the event on 
behalf of the city. 

“We’re so excited to 
be here,” Shaw-Dickey 
said. “Usually when we’re 
doing a ribbon cutting, it’s 
for a new business. This is 
for a renovation and we’re 
just as proud of this proj-
ect as we are of any new 
business. Jim, you and 
your staff did a phenom-
enal job and thank you for 
your investment and to 
Walmart for reinvesting 

in our community.”
Chamber of Commerce 

Executive Director Tricia 
Herrera said the event 
was a celebration of more 
than just the recent reno-
vations.

“We want to celebrate 
with you, not only for the 
renovation, but the added 
services and benefits to 
our citizens,” Herrera 
said. “I want to personally 
thank all of you for your 
hard work during the pan-
demic. Walmart was an 
anchor and this was what 
helped get our community 
through that. We want to 
celebrate that, too.”

On Friday, Rochelle’s Walmart held a ribbon cutting and “re-grand opening” event for its recent renovations 
to the store at 311 E. Illinois Route 38.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — On 
Sept. 6, Rochelle resident 
and Vietnam-era Navy 
veteran Steve Strang went 
on an honor flight trip to 
Washington DC. 

The trip was organized 
out of Peoria and the or-
ganization sends veterans 
to Washington DC on a 
one-day trip to see mon-
uments and sights free of 
charge. 75 veterans were 
on Strang’s trip. 

Strang mostly served 
in Guantanamo, Cuba 
during his service, along 
with stints in Chicago and 
California.  He was part of 
the United States Naval 
Construction Battalions, 
better known as the Navy 
Seabees, that form the U.S. 
Naval Construction Force.

Strang took his daugh-
ter, Wendy, to accompany 
him on the trip and to help 
him along. Strang suffers 
from ALS that inhibits 
the use of his arms and 
gives him trouble getting 
up and down. The honor 
flight experience started 
with dinner in Peoria the 
night before for all of 
the participating veterans 
before departing early the 
next morning. 

Strang’s experience 

Rochelle veteran goes on honor flight
Strang: ‘To go with that group... was amazing’

On Sept. 6, Rochelle resident and Vietnam-era Navy veteran Steve Strang went on 
an honor flight trip to Washington DC. 

included seeing Arlington 
National Cemetery and 
the changing of the guard 
ceremony, the Vietnam 
monument, the World 
War II monument, the 
Abraham Lincoln monu-
ment, the Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt and more. 

“I think the trip was 
wonderful,” Strang said. 
“I’d been to DC before 
a few times. To go with 
that group and how they 
treated you was amazing. 

Our plane was late and 
they held off the changing 
of the guard ceremony at 
Arlington National Cem-
etery until we got there. I 
didn’t think they changed 
the time for anybody. But 
they did for us. It was a 
wonderful thing to do.”

On the way back home 
during honor flights, vet-
erans are given letters 
written by family, friends, 
members of their local 
community and more 

thanking them for their 
service. And then after the 
plane landed, the veterans 
were met with hundreds of 
people including friends 
and family welcoming 
them home.

“It was unbelievable 
how many people showed 
up in Peoria when we got 
back to say thank you 
and honor the veterans,” 
Strang said. 

See STRANG page 5

(COURTESY PHOTO)

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

R O C H E L L E  — 
During a special meet-
ing of the Rochelle City 
Council on Monday, City 
Manager Jeff Fiegenschuh 
made a presentation on the 
city’s 2023 budget. 

The total 2023 city 
budget amount is $106.6 
million, which Fiegen-
schuh said increased due 
to planned capital im-
provements and projected 
increased power costs for 
Rochelle Municipal Util-
ities. The budget aligns 
with the city’s strategic 
priorities of economic and 
business development, 
financial management & 
stability, community in-
clusivity and engagement, 
infrastructure effective-
ness & improvement, 
core service delivery, and 
quality of life.

See CITY page 3

2023 budget 
presentation 
made Monday
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Flowers & The Other  Flowers & The Other  
Side BoutiqueSide BoutiqueMerlin’sMerlin’s

300 Mix Street • Oregon, IL 61061 • 815-732-2969
Check out our Facebook page for all the latest details

invites you to their

Christmas Open House
November November 10th10th from  from 3PM to 7PM*3PM to 7PM*  
*Store closed until 3pm*Store closed until 3pm

November November 11th11th from  from 9AM to 5PM9AM to 5PM
November November 12th12th from  from 9AM to 4PM9AM to 4PM

Get in the Christmas Spirit with:Get in the Christmas Spirit with:
Store-wide Discounts  •  Gourmet Food TastingsStore-wide Discounts  •  Gourmet Food Tastings
Seasonal Accessories  •  Latest in Winter FashionsSeasonal Accessories  •  Latest in Winter Fashions

~ 3 Days of Shopping ~~ 3 Days of Shopping ~

ROCHELLE — In 
recognition of Veteran’s 
Day and to honor our vet-
erans of military service, 
Rochelle Community Hos-
pital will offer a free lunch 
to any veteran on Veteran’s 
Day this Friday, Nov. 11 
from 11:30 a.m. to 1:15 
p.m. in the RCH cafeteria. 

Rochelle Community 
Hospital would also like 
to thank their employees 
who are veterans and 
express our appreciation 

for their service to our 
country. They include: 
Alyssa Artola – Marines, 
phlebotomist, laboratory; 
Frank Bemis – Marines, 
network administrator, in-
formation services; Heide 
Bliss – Navy/Army Na-
tional Guard; RN, house 
supervisor; Dana Cama-
cho – Navy, maintenance; 
Delilah Carey – Army, RN, 
emergency; Jim Miller – 
Army, surgery technician; 
Tim Morgan – Army, 

RN, emergency; Daniel 
Pineda – Army, systems 
administrator, informa-
tion services; Mark Price 
– Army, ultra sound tech-
nologist, imaging; Ross 
Pullom – Navy/Army 
National Guard, food & 
nutrition manager; David 
Wagner – Air Force/Army, 
coder, health information 
management and Dr. An-
drew Zwolski – Navy/
Marines, emergency room 
physician.

RCH offering free lunch 
for veterans on Friday

ROCHELLE — At a 
grand reopening ceremony 
for its recent renovations 
on Friday, Walmart of Ro-
chelle presented donations 
to Northern Illinois Food 
Bank and the Community 
Action Network.

The donation to NIFB 
was for $2,000. NIFB 
Retail Coordinator Simon 
Seibert said his organiza-
tion operates in 13 counties 
in northern Illinois and has 
provided over 81 million 
meals to local food pantries 
in local communities. 

“Without teams like 
this, we wouldn’t even 
be here,” Seibert said. 
“Just this year, this store 
has donated more than 
87,000 pounds of food to 
Rochelle Christian Food 
Pantry. That’s huge. That 
creates almost 73,000 
meals. Those meals would 
feed a family a four on 
three meals a day for 203 
months. That’s 17 years. 
All of the food that’s been 
donated by this wonderful 
team stays in this commu-
nity. It’s really amazing.”

The donation to CAN 
was for $3,500. Walmart 
Store Manager Jim Haager 
said the store has worked 
with CAN over decades. 

“Each year we part-
ner with Walmart to do 
the children’s shopping 
trip for needy families in 
Rochelle,” Mike Dale of 
CAN said. “It started long 
before I got here. We’ve 
just carried the torch on 
and Walmart’s always 
been a great partner for us. 
We really appreciate that 
partnership.”

Walmart presents donations 
to NIFB and Rochelle CAN

At a grand reopening ceremony for its recent renovations on Friday, Walmart of 
Rochelle presented donations to Northern Illinois Food Bank and the Community 
Action Network.

(PHOTOS BY JEFF HELFRICH)

In recognition of Veteran’s Day and to honor our veterans of military service, 
Rochelle Community Hospital will offer a free lunch to any veteran on Veteran’s 
Day this Friday, Nov. 11 from 11:30 a.m. to 1:15 p.m. in the RCH cafeteria. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

OREGON — Illi-
nois Epilepsy Support 
and Resources provides 
supports to people with 
epilepsy in Central and 
Northwest Illinois. These 
include but are not limited 
to: peer support, caregiver 
support, support in access-
ing benefits, navigating 
insurance, identification 

and linkage to medical 
professionals, access to 
counseling and help co-
ordinating transportation. 
An introductory meeting 
will be held on Friday, 
Nov. 11 at 9:30 a.m. at 
The Village Bakery, 101 
N. 3rd St., Oregon.

For more informa-
tion visit its Facebook 

page: Illinois Epilepsy 
Support and Resources, 
www.streatorunlimited.
org/epilepsy or contact 
Stephanie Harcharik at 
815.673.5574.  Streator 
Unlimited, Inc. admin-
isters this project under 
a grant from the Illinois 
Department of Human 
Services.

Epilepsy Support Group to 
be held at The Village Bakery

ROCHELLE – Cele-
brate Veterans Day at the 
Flagg Township Muse-
um on Sunday, Nov. 13 
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

A special program 
– Rochelle’s Soldiers – 
will be presented at 1 p.m. 
The program includes 
information about Civil 
War soldiers in Company 
A from Rochelle and sto-
ries about soldiers who 
were from Rochelle and 
served in other conflicts. 
Light refreshments will be 
available.

Special items on ex-
hibit include letters and 
artifacts recently received 
from the descendants of 
James Dawson, Civil War 
veteran from Rochelle. 
In addition, the Salute to 
“Butch” Halsne poster 
made by the late Tyler 
Smith that is on loan to 

the museum will be on 
display. Comprehensive 
lists of veterans buried in 
St. Patrick’s Cemetery and 
Trinity Memory Gardens, 
compiled by Lydia Rob-
erts of the Rochelle DAR, 
will also be available. 
Veterans and families of 
veterans are encouraged 
to attend to share their sto-
ries. Biographical forms 
and suggested questions 
used by the Veterans His-
tory Project are available 
for sharing memories.

The mission of the 
Flagg Township Histori-
cal Society and Museum 
is to stimulate interest 
in Flagg Township his-
tory through education, 
research, collection and 
preservation of informa-
tion for the benefit of the 
public of today and in the 
future.

Veterans Day event 
at Flagg Township 
Museum Nov. 13

Celebrate Veterans Day at the Flagg Township 
Museum on Sunday, Nov. 13 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

(COURTESY PHOTO)
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Open Daily at 9AM

Hwy 251 N. Rochelle • 815-562-6039

Serving Rochelle’s Favorite Chicken
   for over 40 years!
By the Snack–Dinner–Bucket!
Enjoy 16 flavors of ice 

cream, soft serve, 
splits, sundaes, cones, 

malts & shakes

See us on Facebook for daily specials!

Hamburgers, Fries,  Hot Dogs, Gyros, 
Italian Beef, Seafood, Sandwiches, 
Sausages, Shrimp, Homemade Soups

Breakfast: Sausage Gravy With Biscuits
and Tater Tots

OUR MENU
     INCLUDES:

Call for our
catering menu! 08

30
20

15

The 2023 From The Heart Cash Calendars 
are NOW AVAILABLE!!

The proceeds of the sale of the  calendars 
benefit our From The Heart recipients: 

Pegasus Special Riders, Rochelle Christian 
Food Pantry, HOPE, Focus House, Shining Star 

Children’s Advocacy 
Center, CASA, Rochelle Area 

Community Foundation, Hub City 
Senior Center & Rochelle Rotary.

OUR CHARITIES 
NEED OUR 
SUPPORT 

NOW MORE 
THAN EVER!

YES! Send me my 2023 From The Heart Cash Calendar!  
(Please Print) 

    NAME: ______________________________________________ 
   ADDRESS: ___________________________________________
   CITY, STATE, ZIP:  ____________________________________
   PHONE:  _____________________________________________
   NUMBER OF CALENDARS: _________________________
 Clip and mail this form along with $23 

($20 per calendar plus $3 per calendar postage) to: 
 Rotary Calendar, PO BOX 372, Rochelle, IL 61068

For Just $20 you have a chance to be one of
365 DAILY WINNERS TOTAL CASH PRIZES $18,250

PLUS Each Calendar Has VALUABLE LOCAL COUPONS

Here are 3 Ways to Purchase Your 
2023 From The Heart Cash Calendar!

• ONLINE: Go to http://fromtheheartrochelle.org and click on 
CASH CALENDARS. Once the calendar is purchased we will mail it out to 
you! Shipping and processing fees will be added to cost.

• IN PERSON: You can pick up a 2023 From The Heart Cash 
Calendar TODAY at the following locations:
     In Rochelle at: First State Bank, Stillman Bank, HOPE Chest, 
Dimond Bros. Insurance and Hub City Senior Center 
     In Oregon at: Merlin’s 
     In Dixon at: Shining Star 
    
• • BY MAIL: Fill out the form below and send it in to us and we will mail a 
2023 From The Heart Cash Calendar to you! 
Shipping fees are added to cost.

From page 1

“I feel passionately about 
this budget and I think it’s 
a great one,” Fiegenschuh 
said. “Our revenues remain 
very strong and our general 
fund specifically is in very 
good shape. Major funds 
with the exception of wa-
ter are all above approved 
council policies.”

Fiegenschuh outlined 
2022-2023 accomplish-
ments and priorities that 
included the demolition of 
Hickory Grove, energizing 
a new electrical substation 
on Ritchie Road, imple-
mentation of new ERP and 
asset management systems 
and continued redevelop-
ment efforts for all corri-
dors. The 2023 general fund 
budget projects revenues of 
$13,405,888 and expendi-
tures of $14,702,934. 

The city’s general fund 
expenditure breakdown 
includes 37 percent going 
to contractual expenses, 
which is largely made up of 
power purchase for RMU. 
Capital outlay makes up 
27 percent and personnel 
makes up 16 percent of 
expenditures. Most of the 
city’s expenses by depart-
ment breakdown is made up 
of the police department (32 
percent), municipal build-
ing (23 percent) and fire 
department (21 percent). 
The city has 132 full-time 
employees.

Capital improvement 
plan items for the future 
include a new ambulance, 
body cameras for the po-
lice department, a bridge 
replacement on Seventh 
Avenue and phase two of 
electrical system distribu-
tion upgrades.

“Our current financial 
position and the progress 
that’s been made in this 
community in the past 2-5 

CITY: Bearrows issues Veterans Day proclamation

Rochelle Mayor John Bearrows read a proclamation in honor of Veterans Day on Nov. 11. The proclamation was accepted by 
representatives from multiple area veterans organizations.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

years is a great barometer as 
to the quality of leadership 
we have in the city manager 
and department heads,” 
Mayor John Bearrows said. 
“And the city council has 
been extremely supportive 
of projects that come before 
us. I thank everybody for 
the work they did to make 
this budget work out.”

Debt
The council unanimous-

ly passed a resolution 
authorizing Fiegenschuh 
to accelerate payment on 
a promissory note it used 
to pay for land it previ-
ously purchased from the 

Greater Rochelle Economic 
Development Corpora-
tion (GREDCO) in the 
amount of three payments 
of $164,937.50 for a total 
of $494,812.50.

The city and GREDCO 
are collaborating on the 
development of a container 
yard as an extension of the 
Rochelle Transload Center. 
GREDCO has requested 
that the city deposit the 
remaining payments into 
an escrow account for the 
construction of the new 
container yard in lieu of 
making future payments on 
the promissory note. The 
accelerated payment will 

allow construction to begin 
this fall and for the new 
intermodal service to begin 
early next year. The new 
container yard along with 
the improvements to the 
Rochelle Transload Center 
will add more rail services 
to the city-owned railroad, 
which the city believes will 
bring more revenue.

Alley
The council held a public 

hearing for and unanimous-
ly approved the vacation of 
an alley located at 507 W. 
2nd Ave in Rochelle. 

The property is in the 
process of being sold and it 

was discovered there is an 
alley platted in the middle 
of an existing structure on 
that property. City staff 
conducted an “exhaustive 
search” of the public record, 
but could not locate any 
recorded documents, which 
reflect that the alley was 
previously vacated. 

City staff believe that 
based upon the location of 
the existing building at the 
aforementioned address, 
the alley was or should’ve 
been vacated when the 
existing building was con-
structed. The alley is cur-
rently and has, for many 
decades, has been treated 

as part of 507 W. 2nd Ave. 
and as a result, staff believed 
that vacating the alley was 
a formality to document a 
prior vacation.

Proclamation
Bearrows read a proc-

lamation in honor of Vet-
erans Day on Nov. 11. The 
proclamation was accepted 
by multiple area veterans 
organizations.

“On behalf of all the vet-
erans, we graciously accept 
this proclamation,” Chuck 
Roberts of the American 
Legion said. “We appreci-
ate the city for recognizing 
veterans on Veterans Day.”
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Rochelle IL
We Accept Most 
Insurances and
Patients Without 

Insurance

Mon: 7:30 - 6pm, Wed: 7:30 - 6pm, Thurs: 8 - 1pm, Fri: 7:30 - 4pm
Some Saturday appointments available

11
04

20
20

We are now offering
LIPO MINO MIX injections

Introductory price $25 
Call for an Appointment! 
This lipotropic combination of B12 and 

methionine, an essential amino acid and 
other B vitamins can promote: 

Increase Fat metabolism 
Boost  Energy Level

Reduce appetite 

BUSINESSBUSINESS
SPOTLIGHTSPOTLIGHT

ANDERSON
Plumbing & Heating, Inc.

Like on on Facebook
Lic# 055-013999

621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784

Plumbing, Heating, Air 
Conditioning, Drinking water 

systems, Water Heaters, 
Softeners, Iron Filters & More.

One Less Thing To Worry About
Since 1976

@unityhospice

CALL UNITY:
(815) 561-8866

915 N. Caron Rd.
Rochelle, IL

• Care provided by the entire hospice 
team: physician, nurse, social worker, 
certified nursing assistant, chaplain, 
dietitian, pharmacist, and volunteers.

• Care is individualized and based on 
the patient’s and family’s goals of 
comfort and quality of life.

• Supplies, equipment and medications.
• Service where the patient resides.
• Specialize in pain & symptom 

management.
• Spiritual enrichment and bereavement 

counseling.
• Ancillary Therapies: Music, Physical/

Occupational, Speech, Massage, Pet, 
etc.

• Ability to provide education to 
caregivers and family members.

• On-call nurse available 24/7.
• Volunteers providing special attention 

and stimulation.
• Assistance with advance directives 

and community support.
• Provide Education to those we  

care for

WHO IS  
UNITY HOSPICE?

07012020

(Esther) Colleen John-
son, 79, formerly of Malta, 
ran into the arms of Jesus on 
Nov. 5 after a long illness. 
She was born in Southeast 
Missouri on Sept. 16, 1943, 
to Luther and Dell Swiney 
Brown. 

Her love affair with 
Jesus began April 23, 
1962, when she accepted 
Him as her personal Sav-
ior and continues today.  
In 1962 she met Bobby 
Johnson and fell in love 
with him for his kind spirit 
and the way he treated 
her like a princess. They 
married on Sept. 23, 1963 
and were married for 50 
beautiful years. Together 
they had two children, Kim 
and Scott, who they adored.  
In 1986 she discovered 
the love of being a Nana 
and went on to have five 
wonderful grandchildren. 
Kim and Jeff had three boys 
Jacob, Chris, and Tyler. 
Scott and Terri had one boy 
Chad, and one girl, Sarah. 

She loved all of them 
so very much and enriched 
their lives beyond measure. 
Because she was her only 
granddaughter, she doted 
on Sarah and loved every 
moment spent with her.  
The entire neighborhood 
loved her as she babysat, 

not only her own grand-
children, but many of the 
neighborhood children as 
well. She and Bob owned 
their own janitorial ser-
vice and for many years 
cleaned the Malta Post 
Office, Resource Bank and 
Bethany Animal Hospital.  
Colleen loved family time 
and was known to be the 
biggest kid of all. 

She was determined to 
never grow up and become 
‘old’ to her grandchil-
dren. This was evidenced 
when her grandson had 
a chocolate syrup slip 
and slide for his high 
school graduation party 
where she proudly took 
her place down the slide 
covered in chocolate syrup 
and laughing hysterically.  
She loved children and 
taught children’s church 
and Sunday school at the 
First Baptist Church of 
Creston for many years, 
touching young lives and 
changing them forever. 

She leaves behind one 
daughter, Kimberly (Jeff) 
Smith of Port Saint Luc-
ie, Florida and one son, 
Gregory Scott (Terri) John-
son of Kingston, Illinois, 
five grandchildren, Jacob, 
Christopher, Tyler Smith 
of Port Saint Lucie, Florida, 

Chad (Lindsay) Batorski 
of Lodi, Wisconsin, Sarah 
Johnson of DeKalb and one 
great grandchild, Raelin 
Batorski of Lodi, Wiscon-
sin and many nieces and 
nephews. 

She is also survived by 
one sister, Shirley (Ken-
neth) Montavon of DeKalb. 
She is preceded in death by 
her parents, her husband, 
Bobby Johnson, five sisters, 
Jean, Lezona, Suetta, Mary, 
Fleta Jo, and one brother 
Calvin. 

A celebration of life will 
be held Tuesday, Nov. 8 
at Unger-Horner Funeral 
Home, 400 N. 6th St. in 
Rochelle. Public visitation 
begins at 9 a.m. with a 
funeral service at 10:30 
a.m. with Reverend Steve 
Johnson officiating. 

Burial will follow at 
Trinity Memory Gardens. 
Please visit www.ung-
erhorner.comto sign the 
online guest book.

JONESBORO, Ark. 
— Sandra K. Meadows, 
72, of Jonesboro, Arkan-
sas, passed from this life 
Thursday, Nov. 3 at the St. 
Bernards Medical Center 
in Jonesboro. 

Born in Manila, she was 
the daughter of the late Leo 
and Alleta Butler Priest 
and was a 1968 graduate 
of Manila High School. 
Following high school, 
Sandra received a bachelor 
of science in education with 
an endorsement for special 
education from Arkansas 
State University in 1972. 
Later that year, she married 
her husband, Richard, on 
Dec. 26, 1972. 

Sandra taught in the Ma-
nila Public School System 
before she and Richard 
moved to northern Illinois 

where they lived for over 
30 years. She had been a 
Jonesboro resident for the 
past 16 years. Sandra was 
an avid reader, homemaker, 
beloved mother and grand-
mother and devoted wife. In 
addition to her parents, San-
dra was preceded in death 
by her daughter, Shawna 
Meadows. She was of the 
Presbyterian faith. 

Survivors include her 
husband of 49 years, Rich-
ard Meadows of Jonesboro, 
Arkansas; one daughter and 
son-in-law, Lori and Heath 
Hendren of Springfield, 
Illinois and two grand-
daughters: Harper Hendren 
and Haddie Hendren.

Funeral service will be 
2 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 
9 in the Howard Funeral 
Service Chapel at Leach-

ville, Arkansas with Rev. 
Jason Sutfin officiating. The 
family will receive visitors 
from 12:30 p.m. until ser-
vice time at the Howard 
Funeral Service Chapel at 
Leachville. 

Burial will be 2 p.m. 
Thursday, Nov. 10 at the 
Lawnridge Cemetery in 
Rochelle with Pastor Doug 
Forsberg officiating. 

Visit www.ungerhorner.
com to sign the online guest 
book.

Obituaries

(Esther) Colleen Johnson

Sandra K. Meadows

Ogle County Sheriff’s Department

ROCHELLE — On 
Nov. 1 at 1:52 p.m. Tara D. 
Johnson, 34, of Rochelle 
was arrested for retail 
theft. She was released on 
an I-Bond and given a Dec. 
2 Ogle County court date.

On Nov. 1 at 7:32 
p.m. Jason Davis, 20, of 
Rochelle was arrested 
for domestic battery and 
transferred.

On Nov. 1 at 10:11 p.m. 
Logan C. Cottrell, 33, of 
Rochelle was arrested for 
criminal trespass to land 
and transferred.

On Nov. 2 at 10:06 p.m. 
Tamara Velazquez, 21, of 
Rochelle was arrested for 
no valid driver’s license. 
She was released on an 
I-Bond and given a Dec. 
16 Rochelle court date.

On Nov. 3 at 6:21 p.m. 
Deion Commack, 26, of 
Rochelle was arrested for 
criminal trespass to land 

and resisting/obstructing 
a peace officer. He was 
released on an I-Bond 
and given a Dec. 9 Ogle 
County court date.

On Nov. 5 at 8:43 p.m. 
Brandon McPherson, 24, 
of Rochelle was arrested 
for domestic battery and 
transferred.

On Nov. 5 at 2:33 p.m. 
Thomas M. Robertson, 23, 
of Janesville was cited for 
no valid registration. He 
signed a promise to com-
ply and was given a Dec. 
16 Rochelle court date.

On Nov. 6 at 1:07 p.m. 
Blanca E. Silva, 53, of 
Rochelle was cited for 
operating a vehicle with 
expired registration. She 
signed a promise to com-
ply and was given a Dec. 
16 Rochelle court date.

On Nov. 6 a 10:42 
p.m. Daniel Garcia, 33, 
of Rochelle was cited for 

operating an uninsured ve-
hicle. He signed a promise 
to comply and was given 
a Dec. 16 Rochelle court 
date.

On Nov. 7 at 11:10 a.m. 
Jason L. Guzman, 29 of 
Rochelle was arrested for 
domestic battery, fleeing 
to elude and cited for dis-
obeying a traffic control 
device and transferred. A 
12:34 p.m. incident the 
same day also lists that 
Guzman was arrested on 
two outstanding Racine 
County (Wisconsin) war-
rants and transferred.

On Nov. 8 at 12:08 a.m. 
Deion Commack, 26, of 
Rochelle was arrested on 
two counts of retail theft 
and an Ogle County fail-
ure to appear warrant for 
resisting. 

All individuals are 
considered innocent until 
proven guilty. 

OREGON — On Nov. 
2 at approximately 11:43 
p.m. deputies conducted 
a traffic stop on East Il-
linois Route 38 near the 
intersection of Interstate 
39. After investigation, 
deputies arrested Anton 
Baker, 36, of Rockford, 
for driving while license 
suspended. Baker was 
also issued citations for 
suspended registration, 
operating an uninsured 
motor vehicle and speed-
ing 21-25 over the speed 
limit. Baker was given an 
I-Bond with a return court 
date later next month and 
released on scene.

On Nov. 2 at approx-
imately 11:40 a.m. dep-
uties conducted a traffic 
stop in the 3,000 block 
of South Daysville Road.  
After investigation, dep-
uties placed Geoffrey 
Connell, 70, of Byron, 
under arrest for aggravat-
ed driving while license 
revoked (class four fel-
ony) and driving while 
llcense revoked. Connell 
was additionally issued 
a citation for improper 

lane usage. Connell was 
transported to the Ogle 
County Jail where he was 
held pending a court ap-
pearance in the presence 
of a judge.

On Nov. 2 at approxi-
mately 8:15 a.m. deputies 
and Oregon Fire/EMS 
were dispatched to the in-
tersection of Illinois Route 
64 and Meridian Road in 
reference to a personal 
injury accident involving 
a semi and a truck. Upon 
arrival deputies learned a 
black Chevrolet S10 pick-
up, driven by a 16-year-
old female juvenile, was 
traveling eastbound on 
Illinois Route 64 when it 
began to turn northbound 
at the intersection directly 
in front of a white Mack 
semi truck driven by 
Heenan Thier, 47, of Am-
boy, which was traveling 
westbound on Illinois 
Route 64. The semi truck 
then struck the Chevrolet 
on the front passenger 
side, causing the Chevro-
let to travel into the south 
side ditch before coming 
to rest. The semi truck 
also sustained disabling 
front end damage in the 
crash. The juvenile was 
transported to Javon Bea 
Hospital in Rockford and 
was later transported to 
Lurie Children’s Hospital 
in Chicago for serious 
injuries. The accident re-
mains under investigation.         

On Nov. 2 at approxi-
mately 7:53 p.m. deputies 
responded to a motorcycle 
accident in the 3,000 block 
of North River Road. An 

investigation revealed 
that a northbound mo-
torcycle, being driven 
by Jacob Violet, 40, of 
Byron, traveled off the 
west edge of the road-
way. The motorcycle then 
struck several mailboxes 
and a garbage can before 
coming to a rest. Violet 
received serious injuries 
in the accident and was 
transported to Mercy 
Riverside Hospital. Violet 
was cited for driving under 
the influence of alcohol, 
improper lane usage and 
operating an uninsured 
motor vehicle. Deputies 
were assisted at the scene 
by Oregon Fire/EMS. The 
accident remains under 
investigation. 

On Nov. 3 at approxi-
mately 11:52 a.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop at 
Illinois Route 38 and De-
ment Road. After an inves-
tigation, deputies placed 
Timothy Jefferson, 20, 
of Chicago, under arrest 
for driving while license 
suspended and suspended 
registration. Jefferson was 
released on I-bond for 
his citations and given a 
future court date.  

All individuals are 
considered innocent until 
proven guilty.

Officers make several arrests
Rochelle Police Department

Deputies respond to personal 
injury two-vehicle accident
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“It was interesting to 
read the letters and see what 
different people wrote. It 
was very moving to read 
what some people said. For 
people who didn’t person-
ally know me to do that, it 
was really touching. It took 
us an hour and a half to read 
them. And when we got off 
the plane it took an hour to 
walk through the line with 
all the people there waiting 
for us. I would say that was 
the best part.”

When Strang came back 
from his service during 
the Vietnam era, service 
members weren’t allowed 
to wear their uniforms at 
airports due to negative 
feelings towards the war. 
He never saw any issues 
with that, but does recall 
being in Long Beach, Cal-
ifornia after returning and 
being taken by boat back 
to base because the streets 
weren’t safe to walk. 

The response upon re-
turning from the honor 
flight was a far cry from 
that.

“It was very moving, 

especially when you re-
turned,” Strang said. “You 
weren’t expecting to have 
a couple thousand people 
there. It was just unbeliev-
able. The whole thing was 
wonderful to see and do.”

Wendy remarked at the 
21-hour trip that honor 
flights consist of. She be-
lieves every veteran should 
take the trip if given the 
chance. She enjoyed being 
able to share the experience 
with her father.

“The biggest thing to me 
was what happened when 
they came home,” Wendy 
said. “It was very over-
whelming for all of them 
I think. There’s all these 
people there to welcome 
them and thank them and 
they bring signs. It was a 
couple thousand people. 
The veterans were crying 
and they were emotional. 
It was just a big thing in 
general for me, being able 
to go with my dad.”

Strang was greeted by 
his wife, Sally Sawicki, 
and sister, Christine Haw-
kins, upon his return to 
Peoria. They made a sign 
commemorating Strang’s 

STRANG: Navy veteran reflects on honor flight in D.C.

The trip was organized out of Peoria and the organization sends veterans to Washington DC on a one-day trip 
to see monuments and sights free of charge. 75 veterans were on Strang’s trip. Strang mostly served in 
Guantanamo, Cuba during his service, along with stints in Chicago and California. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

service, along with his fa-
ther’s and son’s, to welcome 
him with. 

The next day, the family 

sat down and read the letters 
Strang received. 

“They have people write 
cards and letters to the veter-

ans and give them to them,” 
Sawicki said. “Family and 
friends write them and so 
do people from around 

town and people that they 
don’t even know. School 
kids wrote letters. It was 
tremendously moving.”

On Friday, the Community Action Network Pork Chop Drive Thru took place at 
the Rochelle Firefighters’ Hall. Proceeds from the event will benefit CAN’s annual 

Christmas shopping trip. The Rochelle Fire Department and Rochelle Golden K 
were partners in the event.

CAN Pork Chop Drive Thru took place Friday

ROCHELLE — Trea-
surer Lydia Roberts and 
President Chuck Roberts of 
the Rochelle Veterans War 
Memorial Association re-
cently worked with Jeremy 
James from Moore Mon-
uments to layout locations 
for bricks to be engraved at 
the Rochelle Veterans War 
Memorial in Lawnridge 
Cemetery this fall. 

Each year, in the spring 
and fall, the brick engraver 
is called out to engrave 
bricks that had been ordered 
prior to the cut-off date. The 
brick locations are selected 
randomly to form a uniform 
distribution of the engraved 
bricks. In some instances an 
engraved brick is requested 
to be next to another brick 
and this is accommodated, 
when practical. 

The brick installation 
process is as follows: The 
Rochelle Veterans War Me-
morial Association receives 
a check for $75 and an order 
form with the name of the 
veteran, rank and time of 
service. The order informa-
tion is transcribed to a .pdf 
and sent to the engraver for 

War memorial bricks to 
be engraved for fall 2022

making stencils. The stencil 
layouts are reviewed and ap-
proved by the War Memorial 
Association. The engraver 
places the stencils on various 
bricks at the memorial and 
sandblasts the verbiage for 
each brick in place. The en-
graver then applies the paint 
to highlight the engraved 
letters. There are 871 bricks 
currently engraved out of 
the 5,000 placed at the me-
morial. If a brick order was 
received prior to the cut-off 
date of Sept. 15, it is being 

installed at this time. An 
updated alphabetical list of 
engraved bricks and their 
locations is posted at the 
directory sign at the north 
side of the memorial. 

Brick order forms 
are available on the City 
of Rochelle website at 
https://www.cityofrochelle.
net/community-docu-
ments/3219-rochelle-veter-
ans-war-memorial-rev007/
file.html and also may be 
picked up at the Rochelle 
VFW.

Lydia and Chuck Roberts of the Rochelle Veterans 
War Memorial Association recently worked with 
Jeremy James from Moore Monuments to layout 
locations for bricks to be engraved at the Rochelle 
Veterans War Memorial in Lawnridge Cemetery.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Belvidere Collectible Coins

880 Belvidere Road • Belvidere, IL

www.goldsilverjewelrycoin.com

We Pay Highest Prices For Gold, Silver, Platinum, 
Jewelry, Coins, Flatware, Dental & Bullion

10% More For Jewelry
With This Ad!

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9:30am-5:00pm • Sat. 10:30am-2pm

~ Call For Directions ~  (815) 547-7111

SYCAMORE ANTIQUES
JAMES AND ANN TUCKER,

PROPRIETORS

321 WEST STATE STREET
SYCAMORE, ILLINOIS

OPEN
WEDNESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY

10:00 AM TO 5:30 PM, 7:00 PM FRIDAY

815-895-4720
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Guest column

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages responsible letters to 
the editor on subjects of interest to our readers. Editing may be 
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas 
will not be altered. All letters must bear the handwritten signature 
of the writer and include address and phone number or e-mail 
address for verification purposes. Neither the street address nor 
phone number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly 

handwritten, and no anonymous letters will be published. Any 
letters from boards or organizations must include at least one 
name of an individual. Any criticism of public officials should 
be limited to issues related strictly to their position or actions 
made in office, as personal attacks will not be published. Letters 
involving private disputes between the writer and a business 
will not be published. Political endorsements will be published, 

however letters  rom candidates endorsing themselves will not be 
printed. Letters may be dropped at the News-Leader office (211 IL 
Route 38 East), mailed to the News-Leader (P.O. Box 46, Rochelle, 
IL 61068) or e-mailed (news@rochellenews-leader.com.) The 
News-Leader reserves the right to edit or reject any letter to the 
editor for any reason, and letters chosen for publication do not 
necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

IL Sen. Brian Stewart
M104A State House
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0180

U.S. Con. Adam 
Kinzinger
1218 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-3635

* Denotes Chairman/President

IL Rep. Tom Demmer
314 Capitol
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

Ron
Kern

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes  bhayes@rochelleil.us
Rosaelia Arteaga  rarteaga@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                       dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
John Gruben  jgruben@rochelleil.us

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Dave Casey  dcillini94@gmail.com
Steve Builta  sbuilta@gmail.com
Ashley Jackson                      ajackson@d231.rochelle.net
Stephanie White                        swhite@d231.rochelle.net
Eric Van Hise  eric.vanhise@gmail.com
Trisha Vaughn                                      jrvtlv02@msn.com
Javier Zepeda  jzepeda@rthsd212.org

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Carol Hayenga  carol.hayenga@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas  bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Jacky Aguilera jacky.aguilera@rths212.org
Jeff Tilton  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Bobby Chadwick bobby.chadwick@rthsd212.org
Brian VanVickle                  brian.vanvickle@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board

Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodie Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Lloyd Droege  ldroege@oglecounty.org
Dan Miller  dmiller@oglecounty.org
Greg Sparrow  gsparrow@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Bruce McKinney bmckinney@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney  skenney@oglecounty.org
David Williams  dwilliams@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
Wayne Williams jwdw13@yahoo.com
Jennifer Payton  
*Tom Byro  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Steve Katzman  skatzman@essex1.com
Mike Kerns  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Mark Hibshman  
Curt Ward  caward92@comcast.net

Hillcrest Village Board
*Randy Salsbury  rsalsbury@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pittman  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Dan Potter dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Richard Rhoads  rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball  tball@hillcrestil.us
Renee Kerwin  rkerwin@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
*Bob Withrow  flaggtwp@rochelle.net
Joanna Patrick  flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
Susan Rothenberger assessor@rochelle.net
Scott Seebach  scottseebach@gmail.com
Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle  noggle62@gmail.com
Eric Gruben  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hagar  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
*Jaqueline Dickow dickow@comcast.net
Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net
Michael Scanlan scanlan@comcast.net
Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip          doobs12@comcast.net

DEAR editor,
T h e  R o -

chelle Lions 
Club would like to thank 
everyone who participat-
ed in our annual Candy 
Day. 

A special thanks to the 

following businesses that 
so generously contrib-
uted to our cause: Ro-
chelle Foods, Holcomb 
State Bank, First State 
Bank, Stillman Bank, Dr. 
Abe Anderson – Malta 
Family Dentistry, C&S 

Flooring, Gardner Prod-
ucts, Berg-Jonson 
Electric, Dr. Chad 
Pillar – Rochelle 
Chiropractic Clin-
ic,  Broome’s Bar-
ber Shop, Fear-
er, Nye & Chadwick, 

Anderson Plumbing & 
Heating, T Byrd 
Lanes, Schaefer 
Insurance Agen-
cy, Diamond G 
Ranch, Edward 
Jones (Brad Stojan 

office) Unger-Horner 

Funeral Home, Graber 
Insurance, Wal-Mart, 
Ace Hardware, R&P and 
the City of Rochelle.

Funds received from 
our campaign are utilized 
to help Rochelle area 
residents, especially stu-

dents, receive much need 
vision and hearing ser-
vices to improve quality 
of life. Thank you again 
for your support.

Kevin K. Zilm
Rochelle Lions Club

THE Lee, Carroll, 
Ogle and Wh-
iteside County 

Farm Bureaus along with 
COUNTRY Financial 
will host a crop marketing 
outlook on the evening of 
Nov. 16 at the Days Inn in 
Rock Falls. “Managing 
2023 Crop Margins” is a 
two hour seminar designed 
specifically for producers 
to help them manage risk 
associated with the current 
commodity markets and 
identify market conditions 
to capture profit margins 
through this year into next.

Dr. Steve Johnson, 
Iowa State University Ex-
tension farm management 
specialist, will facilitate 
the program. Steve has 
served as the farm & ag 
business management 
specialist in Central Iowa 
for Iowa State University 
Extension and Outreach 
since 1999.  

He specializes in topics 
related to government 
farm programs, crop in-
surance, crop marketing, 
grain contracts, farmland 
leasing and other crop risk 
management strategies. 
In the past year, he has 
conducted more than 120 
meetings, workshops, 
seminars and conferences 
across the Corn Belt with 
nearly 15,000 in atten-
dance.

Steve uses web sites 
such as ISU Ag Deci-
sion Maker and Polk 
County Extension Farm 
Management along with 
various print and elec-
tronic media. Annually he 
reaches more than 200,000 
producers, landowners 
and other agribusiness 
professionals. 

During the two hour 
program producers will 
examine the following 
topics: Supply demand 

and crop price outlook, 
estimating crop costs, 
using your own budgets 
to derive breakeven and 
utilizing risk management 
tools.

This presentation will 
assist producers in de-
signing and implement-
ing a marketing 
plan that is spe-
cific to their own 
operation. It will 
present produc-
ers with various 
options they can 
effectively utilize 
to capture market 
profits, manage 
market risks in 
this volatile market, min-
imize cost increases and 
make informed decisions 
on input pricing, storage 
options and position their 
marketing plan for profit 
protection. Market, glob-
al and recent economic 
factors will be examined 

and producers will learn 
to identify where profit op-
portunities and pitfalls lie 
for their farm operations.                                                                                   
Pre-registration is re-
quired. To register for the 
program call 815-732-
2231 or email cfb@ogle.
comcastbiz.net

Program begins 
at 7 p.m. on Nov. 
16.

IAA
Farm bureau 

members across 
Illinois now have 

access to a new 
way of promoting 
agriculture and 
ag education. The 

IAA Credit Union, an 
Illinois Farm Bureau af-
filiate, has introduced the 
new Illinois Farm Bureau 
Visa card.

Members can now ap-
ply for the new Illinois 
Farm Bureau Visa card and 

show their support for ag 
education. Programs like 
the Ag In The Classroom 
will receive a direct sup-
port payment through the 
IAA Foundation each time 
you use your new Illinois 
Farm Bureau Visa card.

The card offers mem-
bers no annual fee and no 
minimum finance charge. 
The new card offers com-
petitive rates based upon 
credit approval and low 
transaction fees on cash 
advances.

Members should con-
tact the Ogle County Farm 
Bureau for IAA Credit 
Union application for the 
new Illinois Farm Bu-
reau Visa card or contact 
the IAA Credit Union at 
1-800-676-2541.

Travel
We are excited to an-

nounce a new partnership 
and member discount 

program with TravelSher-
lock. 

TravelSherlock allows 
members to compare ho-
tel options around their 
chosen destination. The 
site also offers a group 
travel option, so keep that 
in mind and utilize that 
service for group needs 
you may have. Coming 
soon TravelSherlock will 
be adding cruises to their 
site, so stay tuned for up-
dates on this fun addition!

Go to www.ILFB.
TRAVELSHERLOCK.
com and enter the code 
MEMBER.

Then start saving on 
your hotel travel needs.

“My cooking is so 
bad my kids thought 
Thanksgiving was to com-
memorate Pearl Harbor.” 
-Phyllis Diller

Ron Kern is the man-
ager of the Ogle County 
Farm Bureau. 

MOST Amer-
icans have a 
strong con-

nection to our country, but 
our most tangible, visceral, 
and enduring attachments 
are to the communities 
in which we live. These 
are the places that we call 
home and that shape us 
from our earliest days to 
our final years.

Community Founda-
tions strengthen the social 
and economic fabric of 
our communities, blending 
the best features of skilled 
intelligence agencies and 
shrewd investment banks. 
They identify and respond 
to social and economic 
needs in our communities 
and marshal resources 
to address them. They 
make communities safer, 
more vibrant, and more 
productive.

Community Founda-
tions are public charities 
that are funded by scores 
of donors and governed by 
boards that reflect the com-

munities they serve. Ac-
cording to “Inside Philan-
thropy,” a news service 
that studies philanthropy, 
there are more than 800 
Community Foundations 
in the United States. They 
vary substantially in size 
and scope, with some over-
seeing assets in the low 
six figures while others, 
such as the Silicon Valley 
Community Foundation, 
hold billions.

Illinois has nearly three 
dozen Community Foun-
dations sprinkled up and 
down the Prairie State. 
They can be found in 
Aurora, Bloomington, 
Centralia, Champaign, 
Charleston, Decatur, Dix-
on, Downers Grove, Ed-
wardsville, Effingham, 
Galesburg, Joliet, Kanka-
kee, Marion, Moline, Mor-
ton, Oak Park, Ottawa, 
Paris, Peoria, Rochelle, 
Springfield, Sycamore 
and other communities. 
Community Foundations 
are funded by individu-

als, families, businesses, 
and government grants. 
They accept contributions 
of cash, stocks, bonds, 
and real property such as 
farmland. 

“Community Founda-
tions are important vehi-
cles for philanthropy,” says 
Joshua Gibb, president 
of the Galesburg 
Community Foun-
dation. “Illinois is 
fortunate to have 
a  Communi ty 
Foundation that 
serves every coun-
ty and citizen in the 
state.”

Amanda Stan-
derfer, executive 
director of the Al-
liance of Illinois Com-
munity Foundations, says 
community foundations 
“serve an important role 
in helping donors live out 
their philanthropic inter-
ests in a community. Ev-
eryone has the capacity to 
be philanthropic –whether 
that’s $10 or $100,000.  

Every dollar makes a dif-
ference and community 
foundations are the trust-
ed organization in every 
community in Illinois that 
ensures those donations 
support the causes donors 
care about.”

Standerfer says com-
munity foundations often 

manage endow-
ments for edu-
cational scholar-
ships, causes such 
as arts programs or 
social issues, and 
specific organiza-
tions such as the 
public library.

“The commu-
nity foundations 
throughout Illinois 

are the best organization to 
connect donors and causes 
that will make a difference. 
Community foundations 
compound the impact by 
pooling donor resources 
and directing it to address 
community needs,” she 
says. 

Byram Fager, president 

of the Southern Illinois 
Community Foundation, 
argues that community 
foundations advocate, ed-
ucate, and invest.

“Community founda-
tions play an important role 
as a community champion 
and an independent voice 
that can speak to the needs 
of the community. As a 
community foundation 
leader, I often spend as 
much time speaking about 
community needs and 
all of the nonprofits that 
are working to provide 
services, as I do speaking 
about the services of the 
community foundation,” 
he says. 

Last year, Illinois’ 
community foundations 
teamed up with Forefront, a 
statewide advocacy group 
for the social impact sector, 
to commission a “Transfer 
of Wealth” study. The study 
shows that the current 
household net worth in Illi-
nois is valued at more than 
$3.5 trillion and that about 

$435 billion will transfer 
from one generation to the 
next by 2030.

Community founda-
tions want to direct some 
of this wealth to transform 
their communities.

“The Transfer of Wealth 
Study shows that there are 
considerable resources in 
our state. There is signifi-
cant wealth – and opportu-
nities for philanthropy – in 
all parts of Illinois,” says 
Gibb of the Galesburg 
Community Foundation. 

John T. Shaw is the 
director of the Paul Simon 
Public Policy Institute at 
Southern Illinois Univer-
sity Carbondale. Shaw’s 
monthly column explores 
how Illinois can work 
toward better politics and 
smarter government. Ed-
itor’s Note: This op-ed 
was distributed by Capitol 
News Illinois on behalf of 
the Paul Simon Public Pol-
icy Institute. The opinions 
expressed in this article are 
the author’s own.

Crop marketing outlook event is Nov. 16

Community foundations play crucial role in Prairie State

John T.
Shaw

Thankful for local support on Candy Day
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COMMUNITY

Coffee Break

Oct. 14 - Rochelle Area Community Foundation, $25

Oct. 15 - Jason Plumb, Oregon, $25

Oct. 16 - BeKah Lewis, Amboy, $50

Oct. 17 - Kersta Baker, Rochelle, $25

Oct. 18 - Kalynn Norris, Rochelle, $25

Oct. 19 - Rochelle Rescue Mission, $25

Oct. 20 - Mikaela Comstock, Milton, $25

Oct. 21 - Larry Truckenbrod, Sublette, $25

Oct. 22 - Edna M. Miller, Rochelle, $25

Oct. 23 - Lance Charnock, Rochelle, $50

Oct. 24 - Rochelle Area Community Foundation, $25

Oct. 25 - Juan Martinez, Rochelle, $25

Oct. 26 - Janelle Stein, Rochelle, $25

Oct. 27 - From the Heart, Rochelle, $25

Oct. 28 - Laurie Haub, Rochelle, $25

Oct. 29 - Nancy Adams, Rochelle, $25

Oct. 30 - Village of Progress, $50

Oct. 31 - Rochelle Rescue Mission, $250

Nov. 1 - Josh Williams, Rochelle, $25

Nov. 2 - Rochelle Rescue Mission, $25

Nov. 3 - Matt Gerard, Rochelle, $25

Nov. 4 - Foundation for Focus House, $25

Nov. 5 - From the Heart, Rochelle, $25

Nov. 6 - Rochelle Area Community Foundation, $50

Nov. 7 - Jacob Meyers, Rochelle, $25

Nov. 8 - Sharon Watkins, DeKalb, $25

Nov. 9 - Rachel Huff, Rochelle, $25

 Nov. 9
Jon Bieck
 Nov. 10

Oliviah Powell
 Nov. 11

Steven Huffstatler
Laiklyn South

Makayla Dodrill
 Nov. 12

Bo Sexton
 Nov. 13

Jacob & Marissa Seldal 
(anniversary)

 Nov. 14
Jaelyn Sullivan

Emma Slack
 Nov. 17

Tim South
Michael Ramsey

 Nov. 18
Ethan Huff

Jenna Jackson
 Nov. 20
Tony Fry
 Nov. 22

Tim Dougherty
 

Nov. 23
Seth House

Kevin & Katie Sherburne 
(anniversary)
Carolyn Bieck

 Nov. 24
Brenda Jones

 Nov. 27
Makayla Ludwig

 Nov. 29
Sam South

 
 

Birthdays & Anniversaries

Call 815-561-2151 to submit names for birthdays and anniversaries

November 6 – (Sunday Brunch) – Serving Time Changed to 9 
to 12 – Country Ham (brought back from Tennessee), or Fried 
Bologna, Sausage Gravy and Biscuits, Eggs (Scrambled or 
Fried), Fried Apples, Grits
November 1 – (Tuesday) – Pork Chops (Boneless), Peas, Corn, 
Rice Pilaf
November 3 – (Thursday) – Beef Stroganoff, Peas, Dinner Rolls
November 8 – (Tuesday) – Chicken Alfredo with Broccoli, 
Salad, Garlic Bread
November 10 – (Thursday) – Spaghetti and Meatballs, Salad 
and Garlic Bread
November 15 – (Tuesday) – Thanksgiving Dinner – Sliced 
Turkey or Ham, Sausage Stuffing, Mashed Potatoes, Gravy, 
Corn Casserole, Green Beans, Cranberry Sauce, Pea Salad, 
Dinner Rolls

November 17 – (Thursday) – Thanksgiving Dinner - Pork Roast 
or Ham, Roasted Potatoes, Carrots, Stuffing, Corn, Roasted 
Cauliflower and Broccoli, Dinner Rolls, Pea Salad
November 18 – (Friday) – NO FRIDAY NIGHT DINNER DUE TO 
THANKSGIVING
November 22 – (Tuesday) – CLOSED FOR THANKSGIVING
November 24 – (Thursday) – CLOSED FOR THANKSGIVINGS
November 29 – (Tuesday) – Chicken Wraps with Lettuce, 
Tomato, Cheese, Ranch
December 4 – (Sunday Brunch) – Sausage Gravy and Biscuits, 
Oatmeal, Meat Skillets over Diced Potatoes
KIDS MENU: Chicken Nuggets w/Fries
**All menus are subject to change. If you would like to check 
before coming out, please call us at 815-561-9074
www.KitchenTableRochelle.org

THE KITCHEN TABLE MENU

At its meeting Tuesday, the Rochelle Rotary Club inducted Executive Director for the Foundation for Focus 
House Jeni Hardin as its newest member.

Rochelle Rotary Club inducts Hardin
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James E. Supancic Insurance
Call “Spud” for all your insurance needs...

Auto • Home • Life • Health

516 Lincoln Ave., Rochelle 
815-562-7552

www.spudinsurance.com

License & Title Service
Notary

License Renewal Stickers

Salutes Our
Veterans

1001 S. Main Street, Rochelle 
815-562-4141 • rochellefoodsjobs.com

Hwy 251 S., Rochelle
636 S. 7th Street

815-562-4747

Highway 251 North, 
Rochelle

815-562-8792
11082018

Banquets • Weddings • Private Parties
Floyd J. Tilton

V.F.W. Post #3878
318 Fourth Avenue, Rochelle, IL • (815) 562-3878

Interested in 
becoming a member?
Call or stop by and we will

gladly discuss the possibilities!
(meals delivered FREE to your 

home upon request)

Those who may be alone this Holiday 
are invited to stop by for

Route 38 East, Rochelle

Open 24 Hours
7 Days a Week

Salutes Our 
Veterans

Rochelle 
Elementary

School
District 231

For further 
information, contact:

Sam Graber 
 or John Vandre
815-562-7139

Karen Bauer
“Family Hair Care”

929 N. Main St., Rochelle
562-7868

Broome’s
Barber Shop

Rochelle Township
High School
1401 Flagg Rd

Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-4161

401 Cherry Ave., Rochelle
815-562-5050

1080 S. 7th Street
Rochelle, IL 61068

815-888-3134

Remember  Them... Thank  Them...

815 561 4035!

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto  Home Improvement  Vacation

CENTRAL 
ILLINOIS 
LOAN

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle, IL 61068

See Jami, Donna & Kristen

M A N A G E D  B Y:

w w w. L S S I . o r g

615 N. Lincoln Hwy. Rochelle, IL 61068
TTY 847-390-1460

Apartment Living for Older Adults
Now Accepting 

Applications

Travis Brown, Mgr.

TIRE
SERVICE

Avoid Down Times

On Veterans Day, we salute the brave men and women of our Armed Forces for their past and continued 
service to our country. Their courage, dedication and patriotism make us proud to be Americans. Thanks, 

veterans, for defending our freedom and our ideals.

Banquets • Weddings • Private Parties

Floyd J. Tilton

V.F.W. Post #3878
318 Fourth Avenue, Rochelle, IL • (815) 562-3878

Interested in 
becoming a member?
Call or stop by and we will

gladly discuss the possibilities!
(meals delivered FREE to your 

home upon request)

Those who may be alone this Holiday 
are invited to stop by for

Route 38 East, Rochelle

Open 24 Hours
7 Days a Week

Salutes Our 
Veterans

Rochelle 
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School
District 231

For further 
information, contact:

Sam Graber 
 or John Vandre
815-562-7139

Karen Bauer
“Family Hair Care”

929 N. Main St., Rochelle
562-7868

Broome’s
Barber Shop

Rochelle Township
High School
1401 Flagg Rd

Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-4161

401 Cherry Ave., Rochelle
815-562-5050

1080 S. 7th Street
Rochelle, IL 61068

815-888-3134

Remember  Them... Thank  Them...

815 561 4035!

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto  Home Improvement  Vacation

CENTRAL 
ILLINOIS 
LOAN

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle, IL 61068

See Jami, Donna & Kristen

M A N A G E D  B Y:

w w w. L S S I . o r g

615 N. Lincoln Hwy. Rochelle, IL 61068
TTY 847-390-1460

Apartment Living for Older Adults

Now Accepting 
Applications

Travis Brown, Mgr.

TIRE
SERVICE

Avoid Down Times

On Veterans Day, we salute the brave men and women of our Armed Forces for their past and continued 
service to our country. Their courage, dedication and patriotism make us proud to be Americans. Thanks, 

veterans, for defending our freedom and our ideals.

Hub City Senior Center

Thank You,  
Veterans!

Banquets • Weddings • Private Parties

Floyd J. Tilton

V.F.W. Post #3878
318 Fourth Avenue, Rochelle, IL • (815) 562-3878
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Call or stop by and we will

gladly discuss the possibilities!
(meals delivered FREE to your 

home upon request)

Those who may be alone this Holiday 
are invited to stop by for

Route 38 East, Rochelle

Open 24 Hours
7 Days a Week

Salutes Our 
Veterans

Rochelle 
Elementary

School
District 231

For further 
information, contact:

Sam Graber 
 or John Vandre
815-562-7139

Karen Bauer
“Family Hair Care”

929 N. Main St., Rochelle
562-7868

Broome’s
Barber Shop

Rochelle Township
High School
1401 Flagg Rd

Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-4161

401 Cherry Ave., Rochelle
815-562-5050

1080 S. 7th Street
Rochelle, IL 61068

815-888-3134

Remember  Them... Thank  Them...

815 561 4035!

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto  Home Improvement  Vacation

CENTRAL 
ILLINOIS 
LOAN

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle, IL 61068

See Jami, Donna & Kristen

M A N A G E D  B Y:

w w w. L S S I . o r g

615 N. Lincoln Hwy. Rochelle, IL 61068
TTY 847-390-1460

Apartment Living for Older Adults

Now Accepting 
Applications

Travis Brown, Mgr.

TIRE
SERVICE

Avoid Down Times

On Veterans Day, we salute the brave men and women of our Armed Forces for their past and continued 
service to our country. Their courage, dedication and patriotism make us proud to be Americans. Thanks, 

veterans, for defending our freedom and our ideals.

Broome’sBroome’s
Barber Barber 

ShopShop

929 N. Main at 10 Ave.   929 N. Main at 10 Ave.   

(815) 562-7868(815) 562-7868

Shoppe Hours:Shoppe Hours:
Wed.-Fri. 8am-5:30pmWed.-Fri. 8am-5:30pm

Sat. 8am-12pmSat. 8am-12pm

HEWITT
- AND - 

WAGNER
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

THE ATTORNEY YOU CHOOSE
DOES MAKE A DIFFERENCE

1124 Lincoln Highway, Rochelle
815-562-2704

www.hewitt-wagner.com

Providing excellence, experience, care and attention 
to YOUR needs for over 30 years.

Serving Rochelle for six generations

Unger-Horner Funeral Home 
& Cremation Service

www.ungerhorner.com
400 N. 6th St. Rochelle

(815) 562-4534

Now In Our

38th Year!

Complete
body repair on domestic

and foreign cars and trucks
Your Local Rhino Linings® Dealer

Rt. 251 S., Rochelle • 562-5133 • zipsautobody.com
ATEG

11092022

900 N. 2nd St., Rochelle
www.rochellehospital.com

Veterans are family at RTHS
62 Rochelle Hubs have identified 

relatives who served
RTHS Annual Veterans  

Day Breakfast
7:30am Friday, November 11

Area Veterans park in the West 
lot, use Door 17

Our thanks to all who have served! 1115 Turkington Terrace, Rochelle • 815-562-3312

Taste the Difference...

• Dine In • Carry Out 
• Home Delivery

Pizza • Pastas • Sandwiches

11
09

20
22

Beverage-Lyons
Family Funeral HomeSS 
& Cremation Services 

704 N. 6th Street, Rochelle
815-562-6872

704 N. 6th St., Rochelle • 815-562-6872
601 Richardson Ave., Ashton • 815-453-2441

ANDERSON
Plumbing & Heating, Inc. 

Plumbing, Heating, 
Air Conditioning

Commercial  & Residential 
• New Construction - Maintenance 

Repairs
621 First Ave., Rochelle

(815) 562-8784

Thank You, Veterans!

Boise Cascade
Salutes &  

Celebrates
Our Great  
Veterans

Rochelle, IL

Banquets • Weddings • Private Parties

Floyd J. Tilton
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Veterans

Rochelle
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For further 
information, contact:

Sam Graber 
 or John Vandre
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Karen Bauer
“Family Hair Care”

929 N. Main St., Rochelle
562-7868

Broome’s
Barber Shop

Rochelle Township
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1401 Flagg Rd

Rochelle, IL 61068
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401 Cherry Ave., Rochelle
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Rochelle, IL 61068
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Loans For All Your Needs
Auto  Home Improvement  Vacation 
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615 N. Lincoln Hwy. Rochelle, IL 61068
TTY 847-390-1460

Apartment Living for Older Adults

Now Accepting 
Applications

Travis Brown, Mgr.

TIRE
SERVICE

Avoid Down Times

On Veterans Day, we salute the brave men and women of our Armed Forces for their past and continued 
service to our country. Their courage, dedication and patriotism make us proud to be Americans. Thanks, 

veterans, for defending our freedom and our ideals.

Where the Community Meets its VeteransBanquets • Weddings • Private Parties

Floyd J. Tilton
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gladly discuss the possibilities!
(meals delivered FREE to your 

home upon request)

Those who may be alone this Holiday 
are invited to stop by for

Route 38 East, Rochelle

Open 24 Hours
7 Days a Week

Salutes Our 
Veterans

Rochelle
Elementary

School
District 231

For further 
information, contact:

Sam Graber 
 or John Vandre
815-562-7139

Karen Bauer
“Family Hair Care”

929 N. Main St., Rochelle
562-7868

Broome’s
Barber Shop

Rochelle Township
High School
1401 Flagg Rd

Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-4161

401 Cherry Ave., Rochelle
815-562-5050

1080 S. 7th Street
Rochelle, IL 61068

815-888-3134

Remember  Them... Thank  Them...

815 561 4035!

CENTRAL
ILLINOIS
LOAN

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto  Home Improvement  Vacation 

See Jami & Kristen

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle, IL 61068

M A N A G E D  B Y:

w w w. L S S I . o r g

615 N. Lincoln Hwy. Rochelle, IL 61068
TTY 847-390-1460

Apartment Living for Older Adults

Now Accepting 
Applications

Travis Brown, Mgr.

TIRE
SERVICE

Avoid Down Times

On Veterans Day, we salute the brave men and women of our Armed Forces for their past and continued 
service to our country. Their courage, dedication and patriotism make us proud to be Americans. Thanks, 

veterans, for defending our freedom and our ideals.

All are welcome

Serving from
11am - 1 pm

(meals delivered FREE to 
your home upon request)

Thanksgiving Dinner,
Thurs., Nov. 24th

Interested in becoming 
a member?

Contact  
Post Commander 

Joe Drought at  
815-562-3878 to  
discuss eligibility

No one does more for Veterans

815-561-0099
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

TO ALL VETERANS: 
Thanks for stepping up and  
doing what was required to  

keep the country free.
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A Tribute To

John Edward Ramsey
US Army-Germany - Korean War Era 

 
His widow, Deborah Ramsey & Family

A Tribute To

Ronald Korth
US Army-Vietnam War 

 
Mary Korth

A Tribute To

Hillary M. Martinez, First LT
US Air Force - Currently Serving 
Nuclear Missile Operation Officer  

Mom, Aunts and Uncles, Brothers and Sisters 
Love You & Miss You

A Tribute To

Gus Roman
US Marine Corps - Vietnam 

 
Neil & Marianne Swanson

A Tribute To

Bill Gaston
US Air Corps - World War II 

 
His Wife, Helen Gaston

A Tribute To

Donald J. Vogeler
US Air Force - Korea 

 
His Loving Wife, Tootie

A Tribute To

Larry “Two Dogs” Ebker
US Air Force-Viet Nam 68-69 Phu Cat 

My Hero - Love Toni

A Tribute To

William (Snork) C. Weeks II
US Navy SSBN610 

Miss You - Toni Weeks

A Tribute To

Paul Jenkins
US Army 
1966-1968 

 Debbie Jenkins Ingram

A Tribute To

Darrell Roger Jones
US Army - World War II 

From his sister, Anita Koch &  
the rest of his family

A Tribute To

Dr. William Donald Jones
US Marines - World War II 

1943-1944 
From his sister, Anita Koch &  

the rest of his family
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You can’t beat this  

holiday gift deal!

* Offer expires December 31, 2022

211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle, IL 61068 211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle, IL 61068 
815.562.4171 | www.rochellenews-leader.com815.562.4171 | www.rochellenews-leader.com

Start or Renew a 52-Week 
News-Leader 

Subscription for just 

$139*
and receive a Rotary 

Cash Calendar 

FREE!
(a $159  total value!)

GET TWO GREAT GIFTS 

IN ONE BUY!

WEDNESDAY

55 33
HIGH

KNOW IT 

TODAY

Rochelle VFW 

gets donations

The Rochelle VFW Post 

3878 received donations 

from the Rotary Club and 

the RACF. Page 7

WEATHER

LOW

• RONALD ‘SOD’ WILLIAM 

DAVIDSON
• DAISY A. RUSSELL

• JAMES ‘JIM’ SHEEHY 

 
                         

See page 4

OBITUARIES

• ALDI
• FARM & FLEET 

 

INSERTS

Ashton News........2, 3, 5, 8

Local News.............2, 3, 5, 8

Obituaries.........................
...4

Opinion.........................
.......6

INSIDE

MIDWEEK EDITION |  WWW.ROCHELLENEWS-LEADER.COM

Hub football 

team celebrates 

Senior Night 

                   SEE SPORTS

Down Range 

receives city 

facade grant 

                      PAGE 3

THURSDAY

57 32
HIGH LOW

FRIDAY

60 36
HIGH LOW

SATURDAY

63 34
HIGH LOW

Today’s RNL issue

sponsored by 

Community 

Unity
member:

Vol. 103 • No. 52
900 N. 2nd St.

815-562-2181

 LOCAL NEWS...  LOCAL VIEWS                   
        WEDNESDAY, OCT. 26, 2022                              $

1.25

Today’s RNL issue

sponsored by 

Community 

Unity
member:

227 E. Illinois Route 38

815-562-8706

BY JEFF HELFRICH

MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The 

Rochelle City Council 

approved a consultant ser-

vices agreement with Han-

son Professional Services 

Inc. for work on the acqui-

sition of property adjoining 

the Rochelle Municipal 

Airport/Koritz Field. 

The property in ques-

tion is currently owned by 

Large Car Rebuilders Inc., 

and the city is on the third 

step of a 20-step process 

to acquire it. The lengthy 

process is due to state and 

federal requirements that 

deal with airport real estate 

acquisition.
The federal government 

will pay for $23,400 of the 

work by Hanson Profes-

sional Services, the state 

will pay for $1,300 and the 

city’s portion is $1,300. 

See AIRPORT pg 5

BY JEFF HELFRICH

MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — No 

injuries or charges re-

sulted from a two-hour 

police standoff situation 

on Saturday evening in 

Rochelle at a home in 

the 200 block of School 

Avenue, Rochelle Police 

Chief Eric Higby said. 

Police were called to 

the home around 5:30 p.m. 

“A couple at this resi-

dence had a nonphysical 

argument,” Higby said. 

“The male, who has a valid 

FOID card, started walk-

ing around at one point 

with a handgun. Some of 

the other family members 

there and the female left. 

The male was left with a 

child. The female called us 

and that’s how we got in-

volved. Our officers made 

contact with the male. He 

said nothing was going 

on and we could see via 

FaceTime that the child 

was OK.”
Higby said the male 

refused to come out of the 

home to talk with police 

and “out of an abundance 

of caution” the area tac-

tical team was activated 

and a large response was 

No injuries or charges after police standoff

Large response from Rochelle PD, Sheriff’s Office and state police

seen from RPD, the Ogle 

County Sheriff’s Office, 

Illinois State Police and 

Rochelle Fire Department. 

After talking with the 

Ogle County Sheriff’s 

Office negotiator, the male 

subject eventually came 

out of the home and was 

taken into custody and 

transported to Rochelle 

Community Hospital for 

an evaluation. The child 

in the home was reunited 

with their mother. 

“He didn’t make any 

threats or threaten to hurt 

anyone,” Higby said. “It 

was a man in his own 

home with a FOID card 

carrying a weapon, which 

isn’t illegal. We couldn’t 

identify a criminal act. 

There are no charges filed 

at this time. We had a lot of 

response. But when there’s 

a child involved, we use 

an abundance of caution.” 

No injuries or charges resulted from a two-hour police standoff situation on Saturday evening in Rochelle at a 

home in the 200 block of School Avenue, Rochelle Police Chief Eric Higby said. 

(COURTESY PHOTO)

City working 

to acquire 
property

COME SEE YOUR FR  ENDS

Brent Ohlinger

Community President

NMLS#454385

David Eckhardt

Vice President/Loan Officer

NMLS#454387

304 EAST HIGHWAY 38

ROCHELLE 

firststatebank.biz l 815.562.2200 

Best Local Bank

Best Lender

Best Financial Planner

We are proud to be voted Ogle County’s 

BY JEFF HELFRICH

MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — At its 

meeting Monday, the Ro-

chelle City Council heard 

a presentation on its 2022 

tax levy by City Manager 

Jeff Fiegenschuh. 

The state requires cities 

like Rochelle to annually 

adopt and file a property 

tax levy ordinance on or 

before the last Tuesday in 

December. 
Last year, the city’s 

e q u a l i z e d  a s s e s s e d 

valuation (EAV) was 

$268,100,764 and its 

property tax rate was 

1.043070 per $100 of 

EAV. The city collect-

ed $2,796,479 in prop-

erty taxes. For 2022, 

Ogle County has esti-

mated the city’s EAV at 

$281,938,536 which is 

an increase of over $13 

million.
During the meeting, 

Fiegenschuh suggested 

the city adopt an in-

crease of two percent 

($2,849,772 total collect-

ed in property taxes) for 

the upcoming year, which 

is below the maximum 

increase it’s allowed of 

three percent. Based on 

the estimated EAV, the 

Council discusses tax levy
Contract for Route 38 street lights approved

tax rate would decrease 

.032292 per $100 EAV 

for the two percent option.

Nobody on the council 

objected to moving for-

ward with the two percent 

option. 
“I appreciate that we’re 

not constantly going to the 

maximum if there isn’t a 

need for it,” Councilwom-

an Kate Shaw-Dickey 

said. “I think it’s nice for 

people to hear that we’re 

trying to be responsible 

with the dollars and not 

doing the maximum just 

because we can. I appre-

ciate that we’re only levy-

ing for what we need.”

Fiegenschuh said the 

city has seen a steady 

increase in EAV since 

2014. Sales tax collec-

tions have been up “pretty 

significantly” for the city 

lately and Rochelle is “not 

as reliant” on property 

taxes as a lot of other 

communities are, he said. 

With the two percent 

increase, a Rochelle home 

with a market value of 

$100,000 will see a de-

crease in city property 

taxes from $347.69 in 

2021 to $336.93. 

“The city does a fantas-

tic job of where we levy,” 

Fiegenschuh said. “We 

don’t levy the maximum 

amount. We really try to 

keep room in case there’s 

ever an emergency. We’ll 

actually have a decrease 

in the city’s overall levy 

and the amount people 

pay towards the city 

property tax. I think we’re 

about 13 percent of the 

overall property tax that 

people pay in Rochelle.” 

See CITY page 5

At its meeting Monday, the Rochelle City Council heard a presentation on its 2022 

tax levy by City Manager Jeff Fiegenschuh. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
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SPORTS WRESTLING BEGINS 
 
The Rochelle Hub wrestling team held its 
first practice of the 2022-23 season. 
 
See page 3 for more details
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RTHS Football

Hubs roll into third round
Rochelle clinches 4A quarterfinal berth with 34-22 road win over Johnsburg

Junior Brock Metzger (middle) and senior Aidan Rodriguez (above) combine for a defensive stop during the 
Rochelle Hub varsity football game against Johnsburg on Friday. Rochelle won 34-22 over the Skyhawks to 
advance to the quarterfinal round of the IHSA 4A Playoffs.

BY ANDY TAVEGIA
SPECIAL TO THE NEWS-LEADER

JOHNSBURG – It 
may be easy to predict, 
but it’s incredibly difficult 
to stop Rochelle. Just ask 
Johnsburg.

The Skyhawks had 
two opportunities against 
the Hubs this season and 
couldn’t slow down Ro-
chelle in either one, the 
second being a 34-22 Ro-
chelle victory Friday in the 
second round of the Class 
4A playoffs.

Unlike the first meeting – 
a 60-35 Hubs thumper back 
in Week 3 – 15th-seeded 
Johnsburg protected against 
the big play and managed 
to hang within one posses-
sion most of the game. Still, 
Rochelle found a different 
poison, this one being a 
slow barrage of third-down 
conversions to bleed the 
Skyhawks dry and put Ro-
chelle into the quarterfinals. 
Rochelle (9-2, 4-1 Interstate 
8/Kishwaukee River Blue) 
totaled 342 total yards of 
offense, all on the ground, 
and were an impressive 10-
for-11 on third down while 
never punting.

“That’s just the deal. If 
we are able to execute and 
clean things up and staying 
on or ahead of schedule, 

then it’s a tough offense to 
stop,” said Rochelle coach 
Kyle Kissack. “We can sit 
on the ball and like in the 
first quarter eat up eight 
minutes. But that only 
happens if you are staying 
ahead of schedule.”

The Hubs served notice 
of that very quickly. They 
took the opening posses-
sion 79 yards on 13 plays, 
the last being an 11-yard 
touchdown run by Erich 
Metzger. The drive ate up 
nearly seven minutes of 
clock time and made it 8-0. 
Metzger was the driving 
force to the ground attack 
on the night, amassing 158 
yards on 25 carries.

However, a Johnsburg 
team that made a strong 
late-season push to reach 
the playoffs, showed it was 
a different team from that 
first meeting and answered 
each early Rochelle punch. 
Facing fourth and 14 on his 
first possession, Johnsburg 
quarterback A.J. Bravieri 
dropped a dime to Jake 
Metze just over the hands 
of a defender for a 35-yard 
touchdown, tying the score 
with 3:51 to go in the first 
period.

Bravieri would do the 
same thing again in the 
second quarter, connect-
ing with Braden Olson for 

a 20-yard score to actually 
give the Skyhawks (6-5, 
2-3 Interstate 8/Kishwau-
kee River Blue) a 16-14 
advantage with 3:51 to go 
in the half.

“They played with heart 
tonight,” said Johnsburg 
coach Sam Lesniak. “They 
battled to the last snap, and 
you could see it in their 
eyes. There was a mentality 

going into the game. They 
wanted to make sure they 
did everything they could to 
give themselves a chance. 
That was a physical game 
there.”

Metzger led that attack 
with 158 yards rushing 
while Garrett Gensler had 
95 yards and two scores. 

See HUBS page 8

(PHOTO BY MARCY DELILLE)

Tuesday through Friday 9-4 Saturday 9-1 Sunday through Monday Closed.

429-433 Lincoln Hwy.
Rochelle, Illinois
815-562-8765

hubcityfurniture.com 10
05

20
22HUB CITY FURNITUREHUB CITY FURNITURE

Fall is in the air...
Be ready for the holidays 
with a new dining room or 

kitchen table. We have buffets, 
hutches & servers, too!

RTHS Boys Basketball

Rochelle returns key members of regional title roster
Aguirre, Gerber headline varsity players back for upcoming winter season

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Head 
coach Tim Thompson will 
be looking for returning 
players on the Rochelle 
Hub varsity basketball 
team to step up as the 
purple and white prepare 
to defend their Interstate 8 
Conference and IHSA 3A 
Regional Championship 
titles during the upcoming 
2022-23 season.

Rochelle tipped off 
the season with its first 
practice on Monday, with 
returning players and 
newcomers taking the 
floor in preparation for 
the annual Strombom 
Thanksgiving Tournament 
at Sycamore, which begins 
on Wednesday, Nov. 23. 
The Hubs finished with a 
22-11 overall record last 
season, winning their first 
conference title since 2012 
and their first regional 
since 2009.

“We had such a nice 
season last year,” Thomp-
son said. “It’s a historic 
season that our program 
can remember forever, 
but we’re trying to build 
a new team this season 
and everything’s going to 
be different. We struggled 
during the summer against 
teams that were really 
athletic, but we’re going to 
play fast and we’re going 
to press on defense. We 
have some football play-

ers who will be coming in 
late and I think it’s going 
to take a while to see what 
we’ll look like.”

Seniors Raul Aguirre 
and David Gerber as 
well as junior Eli Luxton 
headline notable players 
returning to the varsity 
roster this season. The 
Hubs are seeking to re-
place a talented class 
that included First-Team 
All-Conference honorees 
Ryan Simmons and Adam 
Kemp as well as Honor-
able Mention All-Con-
ference recipients Tanner 
Lager and Noah Brown. 
Seniors Landon DeLille 
and Colton O’Rorke are 
two more athletes return-
ing to the varsity team this 
winter.

“We haven’t talked 
much about wins and loss-
es,” Thompson said. “We 
had a more ready-made 
team last season and we 
had different goals that in-
cluded winning 20 games 
as well as conference and 
regional championships. It 
took us a while to get going 
last season and I think it 
could take us a while this 
season. We want to start 
winning games by the end 
of the season, but it could 
be tough at the beginning 
because we don’t have a 
lot of varsity-level expe-
rience.”

Juniors Jack Lodico 
and Jack Tracey as well as 
sophomore Carson Lewis 

are three varsity newcom-
ers who could earn minutes 
for the Hubs this season. 
Thompson said that more 
sophomores could work 

their way into the mix as 
Rochelle looks to build for 
the future.

“We have three kids in 
Raul, David and Eli who 

gave us quality minutes 
at the varsity level last 
season,” Thompson said. 
“We’ll have to lean on 
them quite a bit and we’ll 

need to see what we can 
get out of our returning 
seniors as well as how our 
sophomores and juniors fit 
into the mix.”

Senior Raul Aguirre is one of few returning players for the Rochelle Hub varsity basketball team this season. 
Rochelle will begin its season at the Strombom Thanksgiving Tournament on Wednesday, Nov. 23.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

Good Luck Good Luck 
Hubs!Hubs!  

Beat Wheaton Beat Wheaton 
St. FrancisSt. Francis

2pm Gametime 2pm Gametime 
 Saturday, Nov. 12 at home Saturday, Nov. 12 at home
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The businesses featured on this page are 

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”
I’m looking forward to serving your needs for insurance and 
� nancial services.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
CALL ME TODAY.

Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc 
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL 61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Diana Alanis, MDCaring for your 
family’s health from 

infant to adults.
For appointment, please call

815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct, Rochelle, IL 61068

Most Insurance Accepted

Accepting 
New Patients

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

815 561 4035!

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto  Home Improvement   Vacation

Jami Hackman & Kristen Stover

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle

H
S
2
0
1
6

Jami Hackman

Se Habla
Español

BUY HERE – PAY HERE
You Work - You Drive

1400 N 7th St
Corner of Flagg Rd & Hwy 251 N

227 E. Rt 38 • Rochelle, IL

815-562-8706
www.rochellechiropractic.com
Now Accepting New Patients!

Licensed and Insured
24 Hour Emergency Service

815-562-4937
500 Cleveland Avenue

Berg-Johnson
Electric

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

FREE ESTIMATES

“Proudly Serving The Rochelle Area Since 1945”

H
S

F
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Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

#4061/#83-3198

Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

101 Maple Ave • Rochelle, IL 61068
815.562.7057 •  hub-remsen.com

GO HUBS!GO HUBS!

• Collision Repair • New/Preowned Vehicles
• 24 Hour Towing • Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

We are Ogle Countyʼs
only GM Dealer!

Come visit us!

815-562-8787 • www.jeffperrychevrolet.com
CHEVROLET • BUICK • CADILLAC • JEEP • CHRYSLER

We are 
Ogle 

County’s 
only 

GM Dealer!
• Collision Repair
• 24 Hour Towing

• New/Preowned Vehicles

• Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes  

and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181

www.rochellehospital.com
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209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8792

www.meyersfurniture.com

Residential & Commercial Roofing

815-561-0099
Licensed & Insured

• Shingled Roofs
• Flat Roofs
• Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities
• Custom Built Homes
• Additions

Residential, Concrete
Driveways, Flatwork

and Foundations

HSF2015

• Large menu of foods
• Rochelle’s famous chicken

by the dinner or bucket
• Hand dipped ice cream

(16 flavors)

H
S
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251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039

H
S
F2
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2

SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

200 Steward Road

800.262.1680
www.johnsontractor.com

Dine In • Carry Out •  
• Home Delivery • Pizza • Pastas • 

• Sandwiches • Salads •  
• and Lots More!

Serving Illinois & the Surrounding Area

Specializing in Walk-In Tubs 
& Acrylic Showers

Additions ~ Bathrooms ~ Kitchens 
Accessibility Remodeling

Batavia Builders & 
Remodelers, LLC

Debbie Foster,  
Owner
(815) 501-8946
www.bataviabuilders.com

ANDERSON
Plumbing & Heating, Inc.
Plumbing, Heating, Air Conditioning, 

Drinking water systems, Water Heaters, 
Softeners, Iron Filters & More.

One less thing to worry about

621 First Ave., Rochelle
815-562-8784

Like us on 
Facebook

Lic# 055-013999
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OGLE COUNTYBEST OF
2020

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OF
2021

Vince’s Pizza Family and staff are 
always ready to serve you, 55 years and 
counting! Without compromise we will 

continue to serve the Best Pizza and 
Italian dishes with only the highest 

quality ingredients from start to finish!  
 

We are proud to support Rochelle Hubs!

815.562.7300 
Delivery & Curbside Pick Up 
1071 N 7th St, Rochelle, IL
vincespizzainrochelle.com

HUB SPOTLIGHT

Carmela

Bright

Year: Freshman

Sport: Basketball

Abby

Bozinovich

Year: Freshman

Sport: Basketball

Q: How many years have you 
been playing this sport?

A: Six years.
Q: What do you enjoy most 

about this sport?
A: I enjoy meeting people and 

being able to help new players.
Q: What is your favorite 

school subject and why?
A: English because it comes 

easier to me and I enjoy reading.
Q: Who is your biggest role 

model and why?
A: My sister Haley because 
she helps me when I need it 
and she shows me how to 

be a good player.
Q: What is your dream job 

and why?
A: I really want to work with 

children because I have always 
enjoyed working with them.
Q: Where would your dream 

vacation be and why?
A: Europe because there are a 

lot of cool things there.
Q: What is your favorite thing 

about being a student-athlete at 
RTHS?

A: I like all of the people here 
and how helpful they are, 
especially for the freshmen.

Q: How many years have you 
been playing this sport?

A: Six years.
Q: What do you enjoy most 

about this sport?
A: I enjoy how the team 

eventually becomes a family 
through bonding.

Q: What is your favorite school 
subject and why?

A: English because I know I’ll use 
it all of my life.

Q: Who is your favorite 
athlete and why?

A: My dad because he still plays 
and he’s 44 years old. He also 

teaches me about the game.
Q: Who is your biggest role 

model and why?
A: My parents because they work 

so hard to provide everything.
Q: What is your dream job 

and why?
A: To be an aerospace engineer 
because I love math and science.
Q: What is your favorite thing 

about being a student-athlete at 
RTHS?

A: The community and the 
teachers. The teachers and most 

students treat others with 
kindness and respect.



ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER • SECTION 2 • PAGE 3WEDNESDAY, NOV. 9, 2022

SPORTS

What Service
Do You Offer?

Advertise Here

Commercial & Residential Roofing

Residential 
Concrete

Driveways, Flatwork
and Foundations

•Shingled Roofs  •Flat Roofs 
•Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities 
•Custom Built Homes  •Additions

561-0099
www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE
ESTIMATES

Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Heating & Air Conditioning

 Lic.#058-087891

Serving Rochelle For Over 40 Years

Quality Service • Free Estimates
 Residential & Commercial

815-562-8784

Plumbing/Heating/CoolingGutters

COMMUNITY BOARD
Need to get the word out about a product Need to get the word out about a product 

or service you offer? or service you offer? 
Give us a call at 815-562-4171. Give us a call at 815-562-4171. 

We can reach over 9,000 homes!We can reach over 9,000 homes!

RTHS Wrestling

Talented underclassmen headline returning athletes
Rochelle opens season with triangular meet against Dixon, Burlington Central

Sophomore Joseph Nadig is one of several underclassmen with varsity experience returning for the Rochelle 
Hub wrestling team this season. Rochelle faces Dixon and Burlington Central at home on Tuesday, Nov. 22.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — “Iron 
sharpens iron” was the 
theme head coach Alphonso 
Vruno highlighted as the 
Rochelle Hub varsity wres-
tling team held its first prac-
tice of the 2022-23 season 
on Monday.

Rochelle will return 
several varsity starters from 
last season, when the Hubs 
finished with a 19-7 overall 
record and a 6-1 dual-meet 
record in the Interstate 8 
Conference. With over 50 
student-athletes on the ros-
ter this season, Rochelle will 
look to blend its returning 
athletes with a large group 
of newcomers as the Hubs 
gear up for their season 
opener on Tuesday. Nov. 
22. Rochelle will host a 
nonconference triangular 
meet against Dixon and 
Burlington Central.

“Seeing our numbers 
right now is really exciting 
as a head coach,” Vruno 
said. “The biggest challenge 
over the last few years has 
been getting kids into the 
room and getting them 

excited about the sport. I 
think we’re going to have a 
lot of competition for varsity 
weight classes and we’re 
going to have kids com-
peting against each other 
every day. I think that will 
help our kids stay focused 
and get better. I think we’re 
capable of bringing home a 
state trophy this season.”

Among Rochelle’s re-
turning varsity wrestlers 
this winter are sophomore 
and IHSA state runner-up 
Xavier Villalobos as well as 
sophomore and state quali-
fier Grant Gensler. IHSA 
sectional qualifiers includ-
ing juniors Tommy Tourdot 
and Brock Metzger as well 
as sophomores Kaiden 
Morris and Joseph Nadig 
are also returning to the 
varsity program this season. 
Notable newcomers include 
freshmen and IKWF state 
medalists Roman Villalo-
bos and Brenden Voight.

“I think Tommy’s going 
to have a breakout season,” 
Vruno said. “He put in a lot 
of work during the spring 
freestyle and greco-roman 
wrestling season. Xavier’s 
a state finalist and we’re 

excited to see how he grows 
into his weight class and 
Joseph worked really hard 
during the spring season as 
well. Grant, Brock and Kai-
den are going to take steps to 
reach that next level.”

Sophomores Weylin Nay 
and Erich Metzger are 
two more wrestlers who 
could earn varsity roles 
this season. Rochelle will 
begin its conference slate 
with a home match against 

Kaneland on Thursday, Dec. 
1 before traveling for the 
Rockford East Invitational 
on Saturday, Dec. 3. 

“We talked to our kids 
about being the best version 
of themselves when the 

regional tournament comes 
around in February,” Vruno 
said. “Our best chance to 
make a postseason run is 
to win the regional and then 
wrestle well at the team 
sectional meet.”

NIU Football

DEKALB – After falling 
behind by three touchdowns 
in the first half, the Northern 
Illinois University Huskies 
rallied to within six in the 
fourth quarter, only to fall, 
35-22, to Central Michigan 
on Wednesday night (Nov. 
2) at Huskie Stadium.

Harrison Waylee (John-
ston, Iowa/Urbandale) 
rushed for 136 yards on 
20 carries while true fresh-
man Nevan Cremascoli 
(Winnetka, Ill./New Trier), 
making his collegiate de-
but, completed 13 passes 
for 158 yards and two 
touchdowns. The Huskie 
defense forced four turn-
overs in the contest, three 
fumbles and an interception 
by Jordan White (Havre de 
Grace, Md./Havre de Grace/
Youngstown State).

“It’s just not a good 
enough performance,” said 

NIU head coach Thomas 
Hammock. “We have to be 
able to find some offense. 
We have to execute. We 
have to give ourselves a 
chance and we didn’t give 
ourselves a chance. We have 
to go back and figure out 
what we can do offensively.

Trailing 21-0, the Hus-
kies (2-7, 1-4 MAC) scored 
on their first drive of the 
second half. Cremascoli 
connected with Liam Sor-
aghan (Dearborn, Mich./
Divine Child) for an 11-
yard touchdown pass to cut 
the Central Michigan lead 
to two scores. NIU went 
80 yards in 11 plays with 
Cremascoli going 3-of-4 
passing on the drive.

“Obviously that’s a true 
freshman out there for the 
first time,” said Hammock 
of Cremascoli. “There are 
a lot of things to clean up 

and that was a good front 
that was coming after him. 
He will grow from this 
performance.”

Central Michigan (3-6, 
2-3 MAC) answered with a 
touchdown late in the third 
quarter to regain its three-
touchdown advantage. NIU 
appeared to have held the 
Chippewas to a long field 
goal attempt, but CMU 
faked the kick with Luke 
Elzinga finding Bryant Kieft 
for 20 yards and a first down. 
Two plays later, Jase Bauer 
scored from seven yards out 
to give the Chippewas a 28-7 
lead with 36 seconds left in 
the third. Bauer scored a pair 
of touchdowns in the contest 
while rushing for 109 yards 
on 14 carries.

NIU needed just four 
plays to answer as Cremas-
coli found Tristen Tewes 
(Pleasant Plains, Ill./Pleas-

ant Plains) for a 34-yard 
touchdown pass. The Hus-
kies went for two and con-
verted as Shemar Thornton 
(Miami, Fla./Hallandale/
FIU) got the ball on an 
end around and threw to 
Cremascoli for the two 
points, cutting the CMU 
lead to 13. Tewes had three 
catches for a game-high 70 
yards in the contest, Thorn-
ton made a game-high five 
catches for 49 yards.

On its next possession, 
NIU’s Demond Taylor 
(East St. Louis, Ill./East 
St. Louis) forced a fumble 
by CMU’s Lew Nichols 
and defensive end Izayah 
Green-May (Bolingbrook, 
Ill./Bolingbrook/Wiscon-
sin) scooped it up at the 
Huskie 43 and took it the 
distance down the sideline 
for a Huskie touchdown as 
NIU trimmed the Central 

Michigan advantage to 28-
22 with 11:31 to go.

After a defensive stop 
by the Huskies, NIU was 
pinned back on its own 
1-yard line by the Cen-
tral Michigan punt. Three 
plays later, Thomas Incoom 
stripped Cremascoli in the 
end zone and Kyle Moretti 
fell on the football for the 
score to give the Chippe-
was a 35-22 lead midway 
through the fourth quarter.

Daniel Richardson was 
13-of-22 passing for 150 
yards and two touchdowns 
for Central Michigan; Nich-
ols rushed for 92 yards on 
28 carries. Jaden Dolphin 
(Des Plaines, Ill./Maine 
West) recorded a game-high 
15 tackles for the Huskies, 
C.J. Brown (Canton, Mich./
Walled Lake Western) add-
ed 11 tackles, including five 
solo, and a forced fumble.

Central Michigan opened 
the scoring on its first drive 
of the contest. The Chippe-
was took over with a short 
field on the NIU 43 and, six 
plays later, Bauer scored 
from six yards out to give 
the visitors the early lead. 
CMU scored again on its 
second drive of the game, 
going 67 yards in seven 
plays, capped by a 23-yard 
touchdown pass from Rich-
ardson to Joel Wilson to give 
the Chippewas a 14-0 lead 
with under five minutes to 
play in the opening quarter.

The Chippewas added a 
third score midway through 
the second quarter. After 
taking over on downs at their 
own 41, Central Michigan 
needed just five plays to 
go 59 yards as Richardson 
connected with Tyson Davis 
for the 15-yard score as the 
visitors took a 21-0 lead.

Second-half rally falls short against Central Michigan
Huskies force four turnovers despite 35-22 loss to Chippewas on Wednesday
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Beverage-Lyons
Family Funeral Home & 

Cremation Services
604 Richardson Ave., Ashton

815-453-2441
www.beveragelyonsfamilyfh.com

ASHSIGS

 
120 W. South St., 

Franklin Grove
815-456-2334

ASHSIGS

Mills & Petrie
Memorial Library
704 N. 1st St., Ashton

453-2213
ASHSIGS

DINNER HOURS 
WEDNESDAY, FRIDAY & SATURDAY

5 - 8 P.M.

SERVING LUNCHES 
11 A.M. - 2 P.M.

MONDAY - FRIDAY 

CATERING AVAILABLE 
 FOR SPECIAL EVENTS!

02
23

20
22

Serving and supporting Ashton and the surrounding area for 20 Years!

ROSS CONSTRUCTION
DON ROSS JR., Owner

Over 40 years experience General Contractor

815-677-3744 Cell
P.O. Box 96, 704 Richardson Ave.

Ashton, IL 61006 02232022

Shear Delight 
Hair & Gifts

Patty Boehle - Owner & Stylist
1873 Ashton Road

Ashton, IL
815-453-2331
814-440-5252 ASHSIGS

VILLAGE OF 
ASHTON

ASHSIGS

810 Main Street • 815-453-2241

“Support our local community”

VILLAGE OF 
FRANKLIN GROVE
Home of the Whitney  

#20 Siberian Crab Apple 
and so much more! ASHSIGS

Veterans Day
  Celebration

DON’T MISS THIS!

Join us in honoring and showing 
appreciation for our nation’s 
dedicated veterans!

Friday, November 11
                                                                        ASHTON VETERANS DAY PROGRAM IS NOV. 11

                                                                   ASHTON — The Ashton American Legion Post 345 will host its annual Veterans Day 
                                                                   service. The program will be held at the Mills Petrie building on Nov. 11 at 10:15 a.m. 

                                                                   This year’s speaker will be Harrell Wiggins from Freeport. He is a member of the 
                                                                   American Legion in Forreston, Post 308. He is a past commander of the Forreston post 
and current commander of the Sons of the American Legion Squadron. Harrell served in the Army during the Vietnam War 
(1971-1973) and was stationed in Korea for 13 months. He achieved the rank of E4 as a specialist with the Charerel Missile 
Unit. He is a retired electrician. 
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ASHTON NEWS

BAR
GRILL&

1/2
OFF! BO!

GO!

BAR/RESTAURANT  .................
Ralphie and Lulu’s
812 Main St., Ashton
815-453-2103

Huddle Cafe
802 Main Street, Ashton
815-453-2677

COMMUNITY BUILDING  ........
Mills and Petrie Memorial Building
Hourly, daily rentals for your event
815-973-8397

CONSTRUCTION  ....................
Don Ross Jr. Construction
PO 96, Ashton
815-677-3774

GROCERY/GAMING  ...............
Mimini’s General Store
602 Brown Street, Ashton
815-453-7500

FUNERAL HOME  ....................
Beverage Lyons Funeral Home
604 Richardson Ave., Ashton 815-453-2441 

HAIR SALON ..........................
Shear Delight
1873 Ashton Road, Ashton
815-453-2331

INSURANCE  ...........................
Bradford Victor-Adams Mutual Insurance 
Company
120 W. South St., Franklin Grove
815-456-2334

MUNCIPALITIES ......................
Village of Franklin Grove
105 E. S. South Street, Franklin Grove
815-456-2131

NEWSPAPERS/PRINTING  .......
Ashton Gazette
815-453-2551

PLUMBING  ............................
Richter Plumbing and More
402 Western Ave., Ashton
815-453-2361

PUBLIC LIBRARY  ....................
Franklin Grove Library
112 S. Elm Street
815-456-2823

Mills and Petrie Memorial Library
704 First Street
815-453-2213

Shear 
Delight 
Hair & 
Gifts

Patty Boehle - Owner & 
Stylist

1873 Ashton Road • Ashton, IL
Call for appointment

815-453-2331 or 815-440-5252
Open Wednesday - Friday

Huddle 
Café

802 Main St., Ashton
815-453-2677

Thirteen members of the AFC FFA Chapter traveled to Indianapolis for the 95th National FFA Convention this past week. Members enjoyed sessions, workshops, tours, 
the rodeo and time together with chapter members.

13 members of AFC FFA travel to Indianapolis

AMBOY — The Lee 
County Farm Bureau Foun-
dation is excited to announce 
that they are once again 
giving away Books by the 
Bushel grants to organiza-
tions in the county that can 
benefit from a bushel basket 
of agricultural-themed chil-
dren’s books. The books 

are geared for children on 
a variety of ag topics which 
include: The Hundred Year 
Barn, Farmer George Plants 
a Nation, On the Farm, at the 
Market, and more.

Applications to apply for 
“Books by the Bushel” are 
available one the Lee County 
Farm Bureau Foundation 

website, www.lcfbfounda-
tion.org. Applications are 
open to all organizations in 
Lee County. 

For questions, contact the 
Lee County Farm Bureau, 
(815) 857-3531 or leecfb@
comcast.net.  Completed 
applications are due by Feb. 
1, 2023.

DIXON — The Lee 
County Historical and 
Genealogical Society is 
hosting a program on 
the railroad history in 
our area and the Cherry 
Mine disaster on Monday, 
Nov. 14. The program by 
Mike McBride will start at 
7 p.m. at the LCHGS of-
fice at 113 S. Hennepin 
Ave. in Dixon.

The LaSalle and Bu-
reau County Railroad 
was one of the last of the 
steam-era short lines in 
the area before paved 

roads. A short line was 
a railroad of a few miles 
in length that connected 
a town with the outside 
world via an interchange 
with a mainline railroad. 

The LS&BC RR was 
built in the 1870s to con-
nect a zinc mill in LaSalle 
with nearby mainline 
railroads. LaSalle, at that 
time, was the largest zinc 
mill in the country! The 
railroad survived after 
the mill closed by serving 
a few on-line industries 
via a bizarre series of 

interchanges with five 
other railroads into the 
1970s. 

Prior to the Great De-
pression, some of the 
interchange traffic was 
from area mines. The 
program will look at the 
Cherry Mine.

There is no fee to attend 
and the public is welcome. 
There is ample parking 
nearby and the office is 
handicapped accessible. 
Please come join us. For 
further information, call 
815-284-1134.

AFC student-athletes earn 
NUIC and I8FA honors

ASHTON — Ashton-
Franklin Center High 
School saw several stu-
dent-athletes in the fall 
season earn Northwest 
Upstate Illini Conference 
and Illinois 8-Man Foot-
ball Association honors.

Taylor Jahn was named 
to the NUIC South Divi-
sion Honorable Mention 
All-Conference list. AFC 
also received the NUIC 
Sportsmanship Award 
this season.

Multiple AFC foot-
ball players received 
All-Association North 
Division 1 honors includ-
ing Carson Rueff (First 
Team - QB), Auden Polk 
(Second Team - RB), 
Logan Mershon (Honor-
able Mention - RB), Lane 
Koning (First Team - WR 
and Honorable Mention 
- DB), Zane Murphy 
(Second Team - WR and 
Second Team - DB) and 
Jordan Harris (Second 
Team - ILB and Second 
Team - K).

Carson Rueff was also 
named to the I8FA All-
State Team and will be 

recognized during the 
I8FA State Championship  
game later this month. 

Carson Rueff

Lee County Historical and Genealogical 
Society hosting Nov. 14 program

Books By the Bushel grant 
applications available
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101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

Legal No. 1106 (Nov. 9, 2022)

ADVERTISEMENT 
FOR BIDS

The City of Rochelle Illi-
nois will receive sealed 
bids for a project entitled 
Rochelle Railroad Park 
Gift Shop Improvements 
Project until 3:00 o’clock 
P.M. local time on the 9th 
day of December 2022, 
at the Rochelle City Hall 
located at 420 North 6th 
Street, Rochelle, Illinois 
61068.  Immediately fol-
lowing said time all bids 
will be publicly opened 
and read aloud at the 
same address.   
The proposed work for 
which the City of Ro-
chelle is soliciting bids 

consists of, but is not 
limited to, the fol-lowing: 
the removal of existing 
siding, soffits, gutters 
and downspouts the 
installation of new sid-
ing, sof-fits, gutters and 
downspouts, new doors, 
new windows, new toilet 
room finishes, and a new 
ramp along with other 
associated work. 
The Bid and Contract 
Documents, including 
Drawings, Specifications, 
Project Requirements 
and form of contract, are 
on file at the office of the 
Project Engineer, Willett, 
Hofmann & Associates, 
Inc., 809 East 2nd Street, 

Dixon, Illinois 61021 and 
at the Rochelle City Hall, 
420 North 6th Street, Ro-
chelle, Illinois 61068. 
Bid and Contract Docu-
ments may be obtained 
after November 11, 
2022.   Copies of the Bid-
ding Documents shall be 
obtained electronically 
in PDF format from the 
Willett, Hofmann & As-
sociates, Inc. website at 
www.WillettHofmann.
com.  Bidders shall click 
on “Bid Login” on the 
homepage of the web-
site and follow instruc-
tions.  The eBidDoc# 
(project number) is 
8334357 for this project.  

Contract Documents can 
be down-loaded in PDF 
format from the website 
by depositing Fifteen 
Dollars ($15.00) by credit 
card. 
A bid security in an 
amount equal to not less 
than five percent (5%) of 
the total base bid shall 
be submitted with each 
bid.  Bids may be held by 
the City of Rochelle for 
a period not to exceed 
sixty (60) days from the 
date of the opening of 
bids for the purpose of 
reviewing the bids and 
investigating the qual-
ifications of bid-ders, 
prior to awarding the 

Contract. 
A Non-Mandatory Pre-
Bid Conference has been 
set for November 17, 
2022 at 3:00 PM at the 
Project Site lo-cated at 
124 North 9th Street, Ro-
chelle, Illinois 61068. 
Attention is called to the 
fact that not less than 
the minimum salaries 
and wages as set forth 
in the Contract Doc-
uments must be paid 
on this project, and all 
Contractors must insure 
employees and appli-
cants for em-ployment 
are not discriminated 
against because of their 
race, color, religion, sex 

or national origin. The 
City of Rochelle, Illinois 
is an equal opportunity 
employer and does not 
discriminate on the ba-
sis of handi-capped sta-
tus in the admission or 
access to, or treatment 
or employment in, its 
programs or activities. 
The City of Rochelle, 
Illinois reserves the 
right to reject any or 
all bids or to waive any 
informalities in the bid-
ding and also reserves 
the right to reject any 
non-responsive bid 
and/or non-responsible 
bid. 
BY ORDER OF THE CITY 

OF ROCHELLE, ILLINOIS
No. 1107
(Nov. 9, 2022)

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Commissioners of 
the KYTE RIVER DRAIN-
AGE DISTRICT NO. 2 OF 
OGLE COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
will meet on Monday, No-
vember 21, 2021, at 4:00 
p.m. at the offices of Fear-
er, Nye & Chadwick, 420 
Fourth Avenue, Rochelle, 
Illinois, for the purpose 
of assessing the work to 
be done in the District for 
2023 and to establish the 
amounts necessary to 
perform such work. 
No. 1108
(Nov. 9, 2022)
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103 103 
AUCTIONSAUCTIONS

Virtual liVe Online auctiOn 
the charles & Geraldine 

FaiVre Farms
mgw.us.com/faivre 

Tuesday, November 29, 2022 at 1 p.m. CT

■  A large offering of excellent quality farmland
■  High percentage of tillable acres
■  Future development potential
■  Offered in 8 tracts
■  Well-located farmstead with extensive bin site

deKalb & OGle cOunties, il

760± ACRE LAND AUCTION

www.mgw.us.com  •  (815) 756-3606
Call or visit our website for a detailed color brochure.

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALEMISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-874-2257

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW, USED  
SCRATCH & DENT

• Refrigerators • Freezers 
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

11222020

WINNEBAGO COUNTY, ILLINOIS

LAND AUCTION
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2022 AT 2:00 PMCST

79.32 TAXABLE ACRES± • 1 TRACT

The Johnson farm is located approximately 2 miles west of Rockford, IL. and is further 
described as being located in Section 30, T44N•R1E, Rockford Township, Winnebago 
County, IL. Located at the interchange of Meridian road and US Highway 20.

The farm contains a total of 79.32 taxable acres, will be sold in 1 tract and 
represents productive, tillable crop land, wooded areas, and potential home 

building sites.

JOHNSON FAMILY FARM
NANCY J. JOHNSON, TINA A. JOHNSON & BRUCE A. JOHNSON

Representing Attorneys: Gerald B. Shelton, Jr.  |  Attorney at Law
124 N. Water St. STE. 208, Rockford, IL 61107  |  (815) 968-5761 

James Stoddard  |  Klein, Stoddard, Buck & Lewis, LLC
2045 Aberdeen Ct # A, Sycamore, IL 60178  |  (815) 748-0380

Auction Manager: Dale Jones (309) 299-6400

VIRTUAL ONLINE

101   101   
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.

105  105  
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.”

113   113   
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119   119   
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.”

127  127  
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

Furman’s Lawn Care and 
Tree Work. Fall clean up, 
gutters and more. Fully 
insured. In business 
since 1999. Rochelle and 
surrounding areas. Call 
Jeremy Furman at 815-
761-9619. Please leave a 
message, will return call 
ASAP.

201  201  
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, unless 
licensed or holding a 
permit as a childcare 
facility, may cause 
to be published any 
advertisement soliciting 
a child care service. A 
childcare facility that is 
licensed or operating 
under a permit issued by 
the Illinois Department 
of Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any parent 
or guardian to verify the 
validity of the license of 
any facility before placing 
a child in it’s care.

301  301  
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.com

ANTIQUES WANTED: I 
pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, I’m 
interested in looking! Call 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.com

307  307  
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends 
on Weight of Roll. 
Available Monday-Friday 
8 1 5 - 5 6 2 - 4 1 7 1 ( 8 A M -
NOON ONLY) Rochelle 
News Leader.  

FREE FIREWOOD, well 
aged ash. Burns great. 
You cut, you have. 815-
562-7826. (11-13-22)

309  309  
PETS AND SUPPLIESPETS AND SUPPLIES

FREE KITTENS and cats to 
good and loving homes. 
Call 815-503-1881. (11-
20-22)

311  311  
FARM EQUIPMENT FARM EQUIPMENT 

LOOKING to buy Farm 
Machinery, Cars, Trucks, 
and Old Tractors. Call 
815-761-2803 (11-16-22)

405  405  
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein 
is subject to the 
Federal Fair Housing 
Act, which makes it 
illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation or 
discrimination. We will 
not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of 
the law. All persons are 
hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are 
available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

501  501  
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

ROCHELLE: Large North 
Side 2-BEDROOM. Free 
heat and water. No Pets. 
815-919-9015. (12-04-22)
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*All participants who attend an estimated 60-90-minute in-home product consultation will receive a $50 VISA Gift Card. Retail value is $50. Offer sponsored
by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over
18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have
a photo ID and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or
entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former
Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it
necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class United States Mail within 10 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction
with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. Offer not available in the
states of CA, IN, PA and MI. Expires 11/30/22. LeafGuard operates as LeafGuard of DC in Maryland under registration number MHIC License #116693

*Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own
your home, or we will clean your gutters for free

LIFETIME NO-CLOG
WARRANTY

MADE ONSITE SPECIFICALLY
FOR YOUR HOME

THE ONLY ONE-PIECE
SEAMLESS DEBRIS
SHEDDING GUTTER SYSTEM.

SCRATCHGUARD®

PAINT FINISH SPECIAL
FINANCING
AVAILABLE

Call Today for Your
FREE Estimate!

815-673-7532

$$50 VISA50 VISA
GIFT CARDGIFT CARD

Upon completion of appointment

HHOOLLIIDDAAYYSSIDAYSDAYSSavingsSavings
HOME FORHOME FOR

75%75%
OFFOFFOFF
LABORLABOR***Does not include cost of materials

FINANCING AVAILABLE 
WITH APPROVED CREDIT

   NORTH AMERICA’S 

#1 SellingWalk-In Tub
Featuring our Free Shower Package
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Now you can fi nally have all of the 
soothing benefi ts of a relaxing warm 
bath, or enjoy a convenient refreshing 
shower while seated or standing 
with Safe Step Walk-In Tub’s 
FREE Shower Package!

✓ First walk-in tub available with a
customizable shower

✓ Fixed rainfall shower head is adjustable
for your height and pivots to off er a
seated shower option

✓ High-quality tub complete with a
comprehensive lifetime warranty on
the entire tub

✓ Top-of-the-line installation and service,
all included at one low, aff ordable price

Now you can have the best 
of both worlds–there isn’t 
a better, more aff ordable 
walk-in tub!

all included at one low, aff ordable price

Now you can have the best 
of both worlds–there isn’t 
a better, more aff ordable 

*Subject to credit approval, with the purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub or Shower. Not applicable with any previous walk-in tub or shower purchase. Interest is billed during 
the promotional period but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. There is no minimum monthly payment required during 

the promotional period. Safe Step Walk-In Tub is neither a broker nor a lender. Financing is provided through third-party lenders unaffi liated with Safe Step Walk-In Tub, LLC under 
terms and conditions arranged directly between the customer and such lender. All subject to credit requirements and satisfactory completion of fi nance documents. Any fi nance terms 

advertised are estimates only. Offer available in select markets, not available in Canada. Participating dealers only. Other restrictions may apply.

www.YourSafeStep.com

815-660-0041

      NORTH AMERICA’S 

1 SellingWalk-In Tub

SPECIAL OFFER

15% OFF with No Payments for 18 Months!* 

plus a Free Shower Package

SPORTS

From page 1

Rochelle answered 
right before the half with 
a big 35-yard chunk play 
from Metzger before its 
defense added a huge 
fourth-down stop in the 
third period. The offense 
then went back to work, 
going 64 yards in 10 plays. 
A 12-yard scoring run by 
Trey Taft (12 carries, 89 
yards) made it 28-16 with 

2:51 to go in the third 
quarter.

Still, Johnsburg made 
one final push early in 
the fourth as a four-yard 
touchdown run by Jake 
Metze pulled the Sky-
hawks within 28-22 with 
6:52 to play. However, 
the ensuing onside kick 
failed, and Rochelle scored 
eight plays later on Garrett 
Gensler’s second touch-
down of the day to all but 

lock up the contest.
Johnsburg’s Bravieri 

was highly limited in the 
second half and finished 
only 16-of-27 for 180 
yards after passing for 141 
yards in the first half. Aid-
an Rodriguez and Tommy 
Tourdot each picked off 
passes for the Hubs while 
Brock Metzger had 12 
tackles. Xavier Villalobos 
had two tackles for loss.

With the win, Rochelle 

guaranteed this season will 
feature the most wins by a 
Hubs team in a single sea-
son since the 2004 squad 
won nine games. But as 
Kissack said, it’s not about 
matching history, it’s about 
making history.

“We have talked a lot 
to the kids this year about 
being history-makers, not 
history-takers,” he said. 
“The history of Rochelle 
football and the tradition 

of Rochelle football, it’s 
long. There’s a lot there. 
We’ve talked to the kids 
about don’t take from past 
groups success. Make your 
own. It’s been a focus of 
ours really since about 
Week four or five. And the 
kids have really leaned into 
the idea.”

Quarterfinals
The Rochelle Hub var-

sity football team will host 

No. 3 seed Wheaton (St. 
Francis) in the quarter-
final round of the IHSA 
4A Playoffs. The game 
will take place on Satur-
day, Nov. 12 at 2 p.m. at 
Rochelle Township High 
School. 

Wheaton (St. Francis) 
defeated No. 6 seed Ever-
green Park 42-0 to reach 
the quarterfinal round. The 
Spartans shut out No. 14 
seed Marengo 63-0.

HUBS: Rochelle clinches first nine-win season since 2004
Head coach Kyle Kissack receives a Gatorade ice water bath from members of the Rochelle Hub varsity football team after Friday evening’s 34-22 win over Johnsburg in 
the second round of the IHSA 4A Playoffs. Rochelle will host Wheaton St. Francis in the quarterfinal round on Saturday, Nov. 12 at 2 p.m. at RTHS.

(PHOTO BY MARCY DELILLE)


