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ONE DOLLAR, 25 CENTS

MENDOTA – The Men-
dota Area Chamber of Com-
merce is hosting “A Mendota 
Christmas” on Saturday, 
Dec. 3. It is a holiday cele-
bration inviting everyone to 
come out and enjoy a day of 
holiday cheer and begin their 
Christmas shopping. Mendo-
ta shops will be decorated 
and ready for Christmas, 
featuring gifts for everyone 
on your list.

A Holiday Craft & Vendor 
show is set for 10 a.m.-3 
p.m. at the Mendota Elks 
Lodge featuring crafts and 
vendor items for all of your 
holiday gift-giving needs. 
OSF HealthCare Saint Paul 
Auxiliary Gift Shop will be 
open from 9 a.m.-noon to 
help you with holiday gift 
ideas for friends and family.

Horse Drawn Carriage 
Rides, departing from cor-
ner of Jefferson Street and 
Indiana Avenue, will be 
giving free rides around the 
downtown area from 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m.

From 11 a.m.-3 p.m., chil-
dren of all ages are invited to 
“Touch a Truck.”  Children 
can come and explore ve-
hicles from police cars, fire 
trucks, and tractors. 

There will be crafts for 
kids to make and take on Il-
linois Avenue from 11 a.m.-3 
p.m., and of course, the “man 
in red” – Santa accompanied 
by Mrs. Claus – will be com-
ing to town and will be lis-
tening to children’s wishes in 
his house on Illinois Avenue 
from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Parents 
are encouraged to bring a 
camera and take holiday 
photos of the children at the 

Santa and Mrs. Claus, along with this year’s Mendota Sweet Corn Festival mini-queen 
Nova Marez and mini-king Graham Phillips are anxious for the arrival of Saturday, 
Dec. 3 when “A Mendota Christmas” is held in downtown Mendota. Lots of holiday-re-
lated activities will take place during the day, including the return of Santa Claus to 
hear Christmas wishes from all of the children. (Reporter photo)

Fun-filled activities planned at
“A Mendota Christmas” Dec. 3
q A day of holiday cheer to include shopping, food, Santa and more

By KIP CHEEK
Staff writer

MENDOTA – The Mendota City Council 
took the necessary steps to for a new TIF 
District in the city during its Nov. 21 regular 
meeting.

The council approved three ordinances that 
forms the 2022 Mendota TIF – an ordinance 
for the redevelopment plan for 2022 TIF; an 
ordinance designating the redevelopment area 
of the 2022 TIF; and an ordinance adopting 
the 2022 Tax Increment Financing District. 
In a related ordinance, the council adopted an 
intergovernmental agreement with Mendota 
High School.

The Mendota 2022 TIF District was 
formed to stimulate commercial, industrial/
manufacturing and residential development 
within the city. The intent of the redevel-
opment plan is to promote and protect the 
health, safety, morals and welfare of the 
public, address blighted conditions in the 
proposed area and institute conservation mea-
sures so as to remove and alleviate adverse 
conditions, encourage private investment, 
develop business and real estate projects to 
increase employment and enhance the tax 

base of the taxing districts by undertaking 
public and private redevelopment projects 
within a designated area. 

The overall area consists of 515 vacant and 
improved properties, 90.5 percent of which 
qualify as a combination of “blighted” and 
“conservation” areas, as defined in the TIF 
Act. The redevelopment project area on the 
whole has not been subject to growth and 
development through investment by private 
enterprise and would not reasonably be an-
ticipated to be developed without the use of 
tax increment financing. 

The city intends to use the Mendota 2022 
TIF District to redevelop property that is 
currently underutilized for commercial space, 
commercial/ retail businesses, light man-
ufacturing/industrial purposes, residential 
development and tourism-related activities 
to increase population, improve employment 
opportunities, expand and diversify the 
local real estate tax base, manage growth 
and increase the overall quality of life for 
its residents. 

Chief Greg Kellen, left, congratulates Zachary Urbanski upon his promotion to the 
rank of sergeant with the Mendota Police Department. (Reporter photo)

Council OKs new TIF District
q Mendota Police Department promotes patrolman to sergeant

various events.
Free hot chocolate and hot 

dogs will be provided by the 
Mendota Lions Club from 
11 a.m.-2 p.m. Boy Scout 
Wreath Sales will take place 
from 11 a.m.-3 p.m. and the 
Northbrook Grade School 
band will be performing at 
10:30 a.m.

Also, Taco Guzman will 
be selling tacos from 11 a.m.-
3 p.m., Cows Coffee will be 
selling hot beverages from 
10:30 a.m.- 3 p.m. and Taco 
Madre will be selling food 
from 11 a.m.-3 p.m.

Local clubs and organi-
zations will be part of Mrs. 
Santa’s Cookie Sales and 

will be selling their holiday 
cookies, candies, breads, and 
pecans in the bank lobbies 
until noon.

Admission to all events 
is free, but the Chamber 
will be collecting free-will 

MENDOTA – The Mendota High School District 
280 Board of Education reviewed the 2022 proposed 
tax levy and evaluated statistics from the school’s State 
Report Card at its Nov. 21 regular meeting.

The district is asking for a levy of $6,082,480 
at a rate of $2.1963. Those figures are 10.97 per-
cent higher than the 2021 tax levy. According to 
Superintendent Jeff Prusator, the tax rate is staying 
the same, but the district’s extension is going up 
by more than $500,000 mostly because the district 
is capturing all of its tax money that previously 
went into the TIF I fund, which has expired. Pru-
sator added that he is estimating the levy will be 
$6,033,864 at a tax rate of $2.1998, a 10.08 percent 
increase from last year.

District 280 will hold a Truth in Taxation hearing 
at 6 p.m. Monday, Dec. 19. The hearing is required 
because the extension is more than 5 percent from the 
previous year.

In other items from the Superintendent’s Report, the 
board approved the health insurance renewal, which 
decreased by approximately 1 percent for the coming 
year. “We had the best renewal rate of any district that 
our broker represents,” stated Prusator.

Prusator said the FY22 audit went well, with all fund 
balances stable and the district in good financial shape.

The board unanimously approved an intergovern-
mental agreement with the city of Mendota for the new 
2022 Mendota TIF District.

“I appreciate the cooperation of the mayor and city 
council in working with Mendota High School to come 
up with an agreement that works for MHS while at the 
same time enabling the city to create opportunities for 
economic, commercial and industrial growth,” stated 
Prusator.

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Principal Denise Aughenbaugh shared the 2022 

Mendota High School Report Card issued each year 
by the State of Illinois. For the first time since 2019, 
the Illinois State Board of Education assigned the 
Annual Summative Designations to schools and 
districts. Mendota High School has been issued the 
rating of Commendable. There are for summative 
ratings: Exemplary, Commendable, Targeted and 
Comprehensive.

“The good news is that we are not required for any 
targeted assistance from the state or improvement re-
quirements,” said Aughenbaugh.

Dist. 280 Board reviews
proposed 2022 tax levy
q State report card shows good marks

See Dist. 280, Page A5
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*All participants who attend an estimated 60-90-minute in-home product consultation will receive a $50 VISA Gift Card. Retail value is $50.
Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer
is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete
presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this
offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home
consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted
except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class
United States Mail within 10 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer
not sponsored and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. Offer not available in the states of CA, IN, PA and MI. Expires 11/30/22.

*Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own
your home, or we will clean your gutters for free

LIFETIME NO-CLOG
WARRANTY

MADE ONSITE SPECIFICALLY
FOR YOUR HOME

THE ONLY ONE-PIECE
SEAMLESS DEBRIS
SHEDDING GUTTER SYSTEM.

SCRATCHGUARD®

PAINT FINISH

Call Today for Your
FREE Estimate!

SPECIAL
FINANCING
AVAILABLE

815-673-7216

$50 VISA
GIFT CARD

Upon completion of appointment

HOLIDAYSIDAYSDAYSSavings
HOME FOR

75%
OFFOFF
LABOR**Does not include cost of materials

FINANCING AVAILABLE 
WITH APPROVED CREDIT

   NORTH AMERICA’S 

#1 SellingWalk-In Tub
Featuring our Free Shower Package
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Now you can fi nally have all of the 
soothing benefi ts of a relaxing warm 
bath, or enjoy a convenient refreshing 
shower while seated or standing 
with Safe Step Walk-In Tub’s 
FREE Shower Package!

✓ First walk-in tub available with a
customizable shower

✓ Fixed rainfall shower head is adjustable
for your height and pivots to off er a
seated shower option

✓ High-quality tub complete with a
comprehensive lifetime warranty on
the entire tub

✓ Top-of-the-line installation and service,
all included at one low, aff ordable price

Now you can have the best 
of both worlds–there isn’t 
a better, more aff ordable 
walk-in tub!

all included at one low, aff ordable price

Now you can have the best 
of both worlds–there isn’t 
a better, more aff ordable 

*Subject to credit approval, with the purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub or Shower. Not applicable with any previous walk-in tub or shower purchase. Interest is billed during 
the promotional period but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. There is no minimum monthly payment required during 

the promotional period. Safe Step Walk-In Tub is neither a broker nor a lender. Financing is provided through third-party lenders unaffi liated with Safe Step Walk-In Tub, LLC under 
terms and conditions arranged directly between the customer and such lender. All subject to credit requirements and satisfactory completion of fi nance documents. Any fi nance terms 

advertised are estimates only. Offer available in select markets, not available in Canada. Participating dealers only. Other restrictions may apply.

www.YourSafeStep.com

815-267-0149

      NORTH AMERICA’S 

1 SellingWalk-In Tub

SPECIAL OFFER

15% OFF with No Payments for 18 Months!* 

plus a Free Shower Package

Blackstone Pizza Lunch
Blackstone School recently had its Principal’s Pizza Lunch. Attending the lunch, 
front row, left to right, are Cainan Sellers, Jayden Woods, Stella Rosales and Lainey 
Ramer. Back row, Jax Topolewski, Piper Spitz, Hannah Hackerson, Brielle Scud-
der-Taylor and Aria Knowlton. Not pictured: Greyson Rhine and Rebecca Hillaker. 
(Photo contributed)

CHICAGO – The Il-
linois Housing Develop-
ment Authority (IHDA) 
announced it is reopening 
a mortgage assistance 
program designed to assist 
homeowners financially 
impacted by the pandemic 
on Tuesday, Nov. 1, 2022. 
The Illinois Homeowner 
Assistance Fund (ILHAF) 
provides up to $30,000 in 
mortgage assistance to eli-
gible homeowners — paid 
directly to the servicer, tax-
ing body or other approved 
entity — while homeown-
ers work to regain their 
financial footing. Whether 
homeowners have a mort-
gage, a reverse mortgage, 
or are mortgage-free, the 
program can fund past due 
housing payments and up 
to three months of prospec-
tive mortgage payments. 

The program is free 
and funds do not need to 
be repaid. Application, 
program information and 
updates can be found 
at illinoishousinghelp.org. 
Applications will be ac-
cepted until 11:59 p.m. on 
Tuesday, Jan. 31, 2023. 

“No Illinoisan should 
have to choose between 
paying their mortgage 
and putting food on the 
table,” said Governor JB 
Pritzker. “That’s why we 
established the Illinois 
Homeowner Assistance 
Fund to provide some 
much-needed relief to our 
residents who struggled 
throughout the pandemic. 
Today, I am proud to an-
nounce that we are reopen-
ing that very program so 
that no Illinois family goes 
without a roof over their 
heads. I encourage every 
eligible household to apply 
for ILHAF funding starting 
November 1, and I thank 
the entire Illinois Housing 

Development Authority 
team for their leadership.”

“Having a roof over 
your head is one of the 
pillars of feeling safe and 
having a positive quali-
ty of life. The lingering 
economic impact of the 
pandemic is still being felt, 
especially when it comes 
to housing. That is why 
Illinois is so committed 
to helping residents stay 
in their homes,” said Lt. 
Governor Juliana Stratton. 
“This program does just 
that, and it will continue 
to be a resource because 
people who need housing 
assistance deserve to be 
seen and supported. Illinois 
sees them, and we will keep 
working to ensure no one 
has to experience the fear 
and stress of losing their 
home.”

To qualify for ILHAF 
assistance, Illinois home-
owners must have experi-
enced a financial hardship 
due to the COVID-19 
pandemic after Jan. 21, 
2020 (including a hardship 
that began before Jan. 21, 
2020, but continued after 
that date). They also must 
currently own and occupy 
their home in Illinois as 
their primary residence, be 
at least 30 days late on their 
monthly housing payments 
and have a household in-
come at or below 150% of 
the area median income.

“The state of Illinois 
is committed to ensuring 
that  homeowners who 
are struggling due to this 
terrible pandemic can stay 
in their home,” said IHDA 
Executive Director Kristin 
Faust. “We designed the 
ILHAF program to ensure 
the most vulnerable house-
holds are prioritized in or-
der to stave off foreclosure 
to ensure they are given 

the opportunity to become 
current on their monthly 
housing expenses.” 

Potential  applicants 
must demonstrate they 
have either communicated 
with their mortgage provid-
er about their inability to 
pay, or sought counseling 
with a HUD-approved 
counseling organization. 
Interested homeowners 
are strongly encouraged 
to attend an information 
session hosted by IHDA 
or one of our housing part-
ners. The session schedule 
is posted online at illi-
noishousinghelp.org, for 
those without access to a 
computer or the internet, 
please contact the ILHAF 
hotline at 1-866-IL-HELP 
(866-454-3571).

Homeowners who re-
ceived assistance in the 
previous round of ILHAF 
can apply for addition-
al assistance this round. 
Please note, however, the 
maximum assistance that 
can be provided in total 
to applicants across both 
rounds is $30,000. 

ILHAF is funded through 
an appropriation in the 
federal American Rescue 
Plan Act of 2021 (P.L. 
117-2), which was signed 
into law in March 2021. 
The $1.9 trillion economic 
stimulus relief designed 
to speed up recovery from 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
included $9.96 billion al-
located for state territories, 
tribes and the Department of 
Hawaiian Homelands. The 
state of Illinois was allocated 
$386.9 million, which was 
appropriated to IHDA by the 
Illinois General Assembly 
(P.A. 102-0017).

For more information 
and updates on the pro-
gram, please visit illi-
noishousinghelp.org.

Illinois opening mortgage relief 
program for eligible homeowners

LaSALLE – Stage 212 
will be getting into the 
holiday spirit when it hosts 
“Aurora & JJ’s Queens of 
Christmas,” an evening of 
drag, drinks and Yuletide 
mayhem sure to make spirits 
bright, on Friday, Dec. 9 at 
7:30 p.m. at the theater, 700 
First St., LaSalle. 

The show features home-

grown (Stage 212) drag 
queens, as well as drag talent 
from Chicago and Peoria – 
all of them campy, sassy and 
hilarious. Proceeds from the 
show will benefit Stage 212’s 
lighting upgrade project.

Tickets for “Aurora & 
JJ’s Queens of Christmas” 
are currently on sale to the 
general public for $25 each 

and may be purchased online 
only by visiting stage212.org. 
A limited number of tables of 
four will also be available on 
stage for a cost of $200 (which 
includes a complimentary 
bottle of wine). “Aurora & 
JJ’s Queens of Christmas” 
contains adult content and is 
not recommended for view-
ing by children.

“Queens of Christmas” brings holiday cheer to Stage 212
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Setchell  
Agency, Ltd.

Their commitment to education will send 
informative, interesting & educational 

newspapers to the Mendota School System 
throughout the school year!

A BIG THANK YOU to the 
2022-2023 NIE Sponsors

Member FDIC

E-mail jgriffith@mendotareporter.com 
or call 815-539-9396 for your password 
today. You can also register online by

visiting our website.

• Searchable, portable,
convenient

• Back issues available

• Identical in format to
paper edition– Flip each
page with a single click!

• News when you want it–
eEdition is available sooner
than home delivery!

The Mendota Reporter eEdition–
the same great content, easier to love.

www.mendotareporter.com

P.O. Box 300, 703 Illinois Ave., Mendota, IL 61342 
www.mendotareporter.com

Now FREE to 
all current 

subscribers!

SPRINGFIELD – Infla-
tion continues to be a burden 
on Illinois families and a 
major contributor to rising 
costs are energy prices.  

The Citizens Utility Board 
reports natural gas prices have 
nearly tripled in the past two 
years, and gas futures recently 
hit a 14-year high.

A 2013 law passed by the 
Illinois General Assembly 
allows major gas utilities to 
add a Qualified Infrastructure 
Plant, or QIP, fee to bills. It 
covers certain costs associat-
ed with replacing natural gas 
pipes and other work on the 
utilities’ gas delivery system. 
Under the law, the surcharge 
is slated to sunset on Dec. 
31, 2023.

Abe Scarr, Illinois director 
of the advocacy nonprofit 
Public Interest Research 
Group (PIRG), said Illinois-
ans are picking up the tab for 
wasteful spending by utility 
companies. 

“It is pretty evident that 
Nicor, Peoples Gas and 
Ameren Illinois have all been 
spending more than they 
need to and not to provide 
better service to customers 
but to jack up their profits,” 
Scarr said. 

Scarr notes that Nicor 
Gas has raised delivery rates 
by 77% in just four years, 
and the average Peoples Gas 
customer in Chicago is paying 
roughly $15 more per month 
as a result of the QI surcharge. 

Currently with the sur-
charge in place, a company 
can begin collecting costs 
before having to justify the 
rate increase to regulators. 

A Nicor spokesman said 
spending money on improve-
ments is necessary to prepare 
for times of need, such as an 
extended period of time of 
cold weather, like the Polar 
Vortex of 2019.

According to Illinois 
PIRG, another dark cloud 
on the horizon is that gas 
utilities have not put as much 
in storage as in typical years. 
Utilities in the Midwest have 
8% less gas in storage than 
they have on average over 
the past five years. Utilities 
usually purchase gas for 
storage when prices dip in the 
summer. Weather cools down 
in autumn, when they take out 
of storage in winter months 
when prices are the highest. 
If Illinois experiences a colder 
than normal winter, prices 
most likely will spike.

Energy prices 
continue to drive 
inflation in Illinois

LaSALLE – The La-
Salle Public Library will 
virtually host NASA So-
lar System Ambassador 
James Joel Knapper for 
a presentation about cel-
ebrating the holidays in 
outer space on Tuesday, 
Dec. 6 at 6 p.m.

Ever wonder what 
astronauts do during the 
holidays? While they may 
not have a turkey to carve, 
many of the holiday tradi-
tions exist. In this virtual 
program, Knapper will 
talk about how holidays 
are celebrated, and will 
explore the ways in which 
astronauts bring a little 
taste of home with them 
to enjoy in zero gravity.

Knapper has been 
hooked on NASA and 
space exploration since 
the seventh grade. He 
earned a Bachelor of Sci-
ence in English Education 
from Southern Illinois 
University in Carbondale. 
Through the years, he has 
never lost his interest in 
the space program and 
continues to learn more 
each day.  

This program is free, 
open to the public, and 
will be presented via 
Zoom. Registration is re-
quired. Register - https://
bit.ly/3tvM3y4. For more 
information, please con-
tact the LaSalle Public 
Library at 815-223-2341.

LaSALLE – The LaSalle 
Public Library invites fami-
lies to celebrate the holiday 
season with the Library’s 
“Gift of Reading – Holiday 
Gift Book Giveaway Event” 
on Saturday, Dec. 10 from 
10 a.m.-5 p.m.

Youth of all ages will 
receive a gift book, a 3D 
printed snowman ornament, 
and a pair of age-appro-
priate gloves, generously 
donated by Johnson Oil 
Company. Youth will also 
receive a laser-cut and 
engraved wood holiday 
ornament created on the 
Library’s Glowforge that 
can be left as is or decorated 
using markers. 

A professional photo 
backdrop will be available 
for families to capture 
wonderful photos. The Chil-
dren’s Room will remain 

open during the event for 
families to browse the Li-
brary’s extensive holiday 
collection. Staff will be read-
ing and sharing favorite hol-
iday stories at 2 p.m., 2:30 
p.m., 3 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. in 
the Children’s Room. Youth 
will have the opportunity to 
play “I Spy – Gingerbread 
Kids,” a just-for-fun activity 
during the event. 

The event is free and 
open to the public. Free 
masks are available at the 
desk, including youth sizes. 
All giveaway items are 
while supplies last. If you 
need more information or 
have questions, please call 
the Library at 815-223-
2341. The LaSalle Public 
Library is located at 305 
Marquette, LaSalle and is 
ADA compliant and wel-
coming.

LaSalle Public Library, NASA 
show you how to celebrate the 
holidays in outer space Dec. 6

“Gift of Reading – Holiday Gift Book 
Giveaway” taking place in LaSalle

EPA invites 5th & 6th grade students, high schoolers to 
compete in 2023 Illinois Poster, Poetry, and Prose contest

SPRINGFIELD — The I l l i -
nois Environmental  Protection 
Agency is inviting fifth and sixth 
grade writers and artists from 
around Il l inois to participate in 
this year ’s Poster,  Poetry,  and 
Prose Contest. The contest theme 
for the 2023 awards is  “Envi-
ronmenta l  Jus t ice :  A Heal thy 
Environment for All!” focusing 
on understanding environmen-
tal  justice and how it  relates to 
healthy communities.

In addition to the annual con-
test  for f if th and sixth grade stu-
dents,  I l l inois EPA has launched 
its first  ever High School Poster, 
Poetry,  and Essay Contest .  The 
theme for the 2023 high school 
p r o g r a m  i s  “ E n v i r o n m e n t a l 
Justice:  A Healthy Community 
for All  – Uplift ing Community 
Voices!” focusing on understand-
ing the need for environmental 
jus t i ce  and  why  vo ices  f rom 
overburdened communities are 
vital  to the development,  imple-

mentation, and enforcement of 
environmental laws, regulations, 
and policies.

“Illinois EPA has had tremen-
dous response to this program 
for the past 35 years, and we are 
excited to add a new contest for 
high school students,” said Illi-
nois EPA Director John Kim. “Ex-
panding the program seems like 
a natural fit as we see more and 
more high school students with a 
great interest in the environment 
and taking steps to protect it.  We 
look forward to seeing the great 
works that  wi l l  be  developed 
from the very important topic of 
Environmental Justice.”

Educators are encouraged to 
introduce Environmental Justice, 
what it is, how some communities 
are disproportionately impacted 
by pollution, and why it is import-
ant that their voices are heard. In-
formational resources have been 
shared by the Illinois EPA on the 
contest pages. Students are then 

asked to create posters or written 
works for the contests related to 
the theme’s focus. Teachers may 
then display the submissions for 
voting and submit final entries 
to the Illinois EPA for further 
judging.  Teachers may submit 
up to eight entries per school to 
the Illinois EPA by Feb. 1, 2023. 
Awards for both programs will be 
announced in April 2023. 

Addi t iona l  in fo rmat ion  fo r 
elementary students can be found 
a t :  h t tps : / /www2. i l l ino i s .gov/
e p a / t o p i c s / e d u c a t i o n / c o n t e s t /
elementary/Pages/default.aspx. 

I n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  t h e  H i g h 
School  Contes t  can  be  found 
a t :  h t tps : / /www2. i l l ino i s .gov/
e p a / t o p i c s / e d u c a t i o n / c o n t e s t /
high-school/Pages/default.aspx. 

Other questions can be directed 
to Kristi Morris, Environmental 
Education Coordinator for the 
Illinois EPA, at 217-558-7198, 
or by email at Kristi .Morris@
illinois.gov. 
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We take quality and 
workmanship very 

seriously. We’re not 
surprised when our 
customers do too. 
After all, when 

choosing the most 
permanent thing 

you’ll ever buy, it’s 
only natural to 

demand perfection. 
And when you deal 
with us, it’s only 

natural to receive it.

CHOOSING A
MEMORIAL IS
NO TIME TO 
SETTLE FOR 

IMPERFECTION

815-539-5142
northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com

Authorized Contractor. NRCA • BBB

Leak-Proof...
Guaranteed!

705 Illinois Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342
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NOTICE
The annual meeting of 

the St. Paul’s Evangelical 
Cemetery Association on 
Old Chicago Road will be 
held at Florence Buettner 

residence at 1665  
William Way in Mendota 

on Dec. 5, 2022, at  
1 p.m. All people  

interested in upkeep of 
cemetery are invited  

to attend.
Secretary,

David Costello 11
23

20
22

Digital Aids
Latest in technology

30 day FREE trial
Thursday, Dec. 1st & 
Thursday, Dec. 15th   

9:30 am - 1:00 pm
By Appointment Only
Free Hearing Test At

MENDOTA CIVIC CENTER
815-626-3220

Sterling Hearing Aid Center 11
28
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Claudette E. Magnoni
OGLESBY – Claudette E. (Pier-

son) Magnoni, 85, of Oglesby, passed 
away Wednesday, Nov. 16, 2022, at 
the Ottawa Pavilion.

Visitation will be held from 4-7 
p.m. Thursday, Dec. 1, 2022, at the 
Prey-Mueller Funeral Home, Ogles-
by followed by a memorial service 
at 7 p.m. at the funeral home with 
Rev. Paul Carlson, pastor of Holy 
Family Catholic Church, Oglesby 
officiating. Graveside services will 
be held at 10 a.m. Friday, Dec. 2, 2022, at Restland Ceme-
tery, Mendota.

Claudette was born Aug. 1, 1937, in Mendota to Claude 
and Marion (Binge) Pierson. Shortly after her graduation from 
Mendota High School, she married and raised three children.

Claudette is survived by her children, Ronald Magnoni Jr. 
of Oglesby, Mark (Lori) Magnoni of Des Plaines, and Julie 
(Michael) Falk of Shorewood, Minn.; grandchildren, Brittany 
(Jay) Silverness, Ryan (Caitlin) Magnoni, Joshua (Madison) 
Falk, Audrey Magnoni, Sarah Magnoni, and Tyler (Nicole) 
Falk; three great-grandchildren, Baylor Mae Falk, Breccan 
Falk, and Lucan Falk; and many dear friends.

She was preceded in death by her parents.
She spent 22 years at R. R. Donnelly (Wayside Press) 

as a customer service specialist/manager until taking early 
retirement in 1998. She was a devoted Chicago Cubs fan and 
loved watching every game on TV or in person when she 
could make the trip. She loved others more than herself; her 
laugh was infectious and you always knew when Claudette 
was having fun. The true joy of her recent years was the bar 
she purchased and ran in Oglesby, called “Claudette’s.” But 
what gave her more joy than the bar, were the people who 
walked in. She thanks all her customers and friends for the 
support and love they gave over the 22+ years of ownership. 
Cheers!

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be directed 
to Holy Family Catholic Church, Oglesby.

The online guestbook may be viewed and remembrances 
shared at www.MuellerFH.com.

James L. Sloan
MENDOTA – James L. Sloan, 86, 

of Mendota, passed away Tuesday, Nov. 
22, 2022 at Heritage Health, Mendota. 

Services will be Wednesday, Nov. 
30, 2022 at 11:30 a.m. at the Merritt 
Funeral Home, Mendota with Rev. 
Jeffrey Green officiating. Burial will 
be in Holy Cross Cemetery, Mendota 
with military honors by Mendota 
VFW Post 4079. Visitation will be 
Wednesday from 10-11:30 a.m. in 
the funeral home. 

Jim was born March 15, 1936 in Mendota, the oldest of 
three sons to Joseph Tod and Edith Edna (Becket) Sloan. He 
married Nancy Kratz, who preceded him in death in 1986. He 
married Marlene Knowlton Inness on Feb. 3, 1989. 

Jim is survived by his wife Marlene of Mendota; three 
sons, Jeff (Julie) Sloan of Peru, Larry (Wendy) Sloan of Grand 
Forks, Minn., and Steve (Sara) Sloan of Marathon, Fla.; 17 
grandchildren and 35 great-grandchildren. 

He was preceded in death by his parents, two brothers, Ro-
land Sloan and Ralph Sloan, and his granddaughter Candice. 

Jim was a 1954 graduate of Mendota High School. He 
joined the United States Army in 1954 serving in the Spe-
cial Weapons Division until December 1956. Jim began 
his electrical career in 1960 and was the owner-operator of 
Sloan Electric until his retirement in March of 2022. In his 
free time, he enjoyed piloting small planes after getting his 
license in 1979. He was also a member of Mendota Elks 
Lodge in the past.  

Memorials may be directed to the family. Online condo-
lences may be left at www.merrittfh.com.

Gary D. McLaughlin
OAK PARK HEIGHTS, Minn. – 

Gary Dee McLaughlin, 81, of Oak 
Park Heights, Minn., passed away on 
Nov. 20, 2022, in Oak Park Heights, 
surrounded by the love of his family.

Arrangements are being handled 
by Bradshaw Funeral & Cremation 
Services in Stillwater, MN. Interment 
will be private. 

He was born on Sept. 15, 1941, in 
Mendota, to Dee and Darlene (Etz-
bach) McLaughlin. He was raised 
in Paw Paw, as was his wife of 55 years, Jacqueline (Jacki) 
Wheeler. They were married on June 22, 1963 and spent 55 
years together until Jacki’s passing in 2019. They lived in 
Sycamore, where they raised their family until moving to 
Oak Park Heights, Minn., in 2018. 

He is survived by his three daughters and sons-in-law, 
Michelle and Jim Bohlig, of Lake Elmo, Minn., Gay Lynn 
and Tim Wons of Naperville, and Megan and Tom Petit, 
North Myrtle Beach, S.C.; eight grandchildren, McKenzie 
and Matthew Bohlig, Lauren, Lindsay, Ryan and Alex Wons, 
Baylie and Nate Petit. 

Gary managed Miller News Agency in DeKalb for many 
years where employees became like family. He also worked 
for the Illinois Toll Authority for 20 years. After his retire-
ment, he worked at American National Bank in Sycamore.

He enjoyed spending time with his family at the McCompound 
on Lake Camelot in Nekoosa, Wis., and a month during the 
winter with Jacki in Gulf Shores, Ala. He also enjoyed reading, 
walks with his dog Snickers and was a member of People’s 
Congregational Church in Bayport, Minn., where he served on 
the finance committee. His tough exterior could hide his soft 
inside, and if he gave you a hard time it meant he liked you. 

If you would like to donate in his memory, please consider 
Stillwater Minn. Library at stillwaterlibrary.org or Health Part-
ners Hospice of Bloomington, Minn., at healthpartners.com.

John G. Wenzel
KNOXVILLE – John G. Wenzel, 

67, of Knoxville, passed away Nov. 
20, 2022 at OSF St. Clare Medical 
Center, Princeton. 

Funeral services will be Tuesday, 
Nov. 29, 2022 at 11 a.m. at the Merritt 
Funeral Home, Mendota with Rev. 
Jeff  Schlesinger  officiating. Burial 
will be in Restland Cemetery, Men-
dota. Visitation will be Monday from 
5-7 p.m. in the funeral home and one 
hour prior to services. A Celebration 
of Life will be held at a later date in Knoxville. 

John was born Jan. 11, 1955 in Fort Ord, Calif., to Dale 
and Evelyn (Rochnowski) Wenzel. He married Wendy Swope 
on Dec. 27, 1975 at Immanuel Lutheran Church, Compton.

John is survived by his wife Wendy of Knoxville; his 
daughter Stacy Wenzel of Bloomington; his two sons, 
Matt (April) Wenzel of Washington and Paul Wenzel 
of Peoria; his parents, Dale and Evelyn Wenzel of Van 
Orin; his mother-in-law, Elaine Swope of Compton; three 
brothers, Guy (Sue) Wenzel of LaMoille, Dale Wenzel 
of Van Orin  and Nate  (Robyn) Wenzel  of Normal; five 
sisters, Lynn (Randy) Perkins of Wadsworth, Deb (Bruce) 
Bartels of Waynesville, Pam Hiller of Normal, Andrea 
(Paul) Couillard of Normal and Kim (Darin) Croegaert 
of Lindenhurst; and two grandchildren, Savannah Wenzel 
and Kaden Wenzel. 

He was preceded in death by his brother-in-law Gary 
Hiller and his father-in-law Elroy Swope.  

John was a 1973 graduate of LaMoille High School. 
He attended Illinois State University where he received 
a Bachelor of Science in Education in 1977 and then a 
Master of Science in Education. He was a science teacher 
at Knoxville Junior High and coached several different 
sports there and Knoxville High School. He also assisted 
in running the family farm after his retirement. He enjoyed 
golfing and was a member of the Sons of American Legion. 

Memorials may be directed to the OSF Children’s Hos-
pital of Illinois. Online condolences may be left at www.
merrittfh.com.

See 
more

obituaries
on Pages 
A5 & A8.

Donald E. Norton
CHICAGO – Donald E. Norton, 

91, of Chicago, a longtime Earlville 
resident, passed away Tuesday, Nov. 
22, 2022, at the Terraces skilled 
nursing facility in Chicago.

A funeral mass will be held at noon 
on Wednesday, Nov. 30, 2022, at St. 
Theresa of Avila Catholic Church, 
221 W. Union St, Earlville, with Fa-
ther Jeff Windy officiating. Visitation 
will also be at the church, preceding 
the funeral mass, from 10 a.m. to 
noon. Burial will follow the funeral mass at St. Theresa 
cemetery. A luncheon will then follow at the St. Theresa 
parish hall and all are invited to attend.  

Don was born on Dec. 9, 1930, on Stilson Street in Earlville, 
the eighth of George and Julia Norton’s 13 children. He grad-
uated from Earlville High School in 1948 and then attended 
Bradley University in Peoria for a semester, intending to 
major in Engineering. When he learned that math “wasn’t 
my thing”, he left college and went to work, driving trucks 
and working on road and construction crews.

He is survived by his wife (of over 60 years) Karen; his 
sons, George William and Matthew (Christine); his grandchil-
dren, Sophia, Charles, and Gabriel Norton; his sisters, Julie 
Burke and Barb Wishall, and over 40 nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his beloved son Michael, 
his parents, his sisters Cathryne Frame, Marjorie Brosnan, 
Mary Lou Cahill, and Dorothy Norton, and his brothers 
George (Bill), Leonard, John (Jack), James, Charles, and 
Richard Norton.  

Like all his brothers and brothers-in-law, he served his 
country in the U.S. Army from 1951 to 1953. Don often 
remarked how fortunate he was, during the Korean War, to 
be stationed with the Third Armored Division in Bamberg, 
Germany. There, he served as a tank mechanic (which he 
admitted he was not good at) and later company clerk (which 
he was good at).  

After his service, Don went back to college, this time 
in pursuit of a law degree at the University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign. Between G.I. bill benefits and his job 
as a waiter at the boarding house in which he lived, Don 
paid his way through his undergraduate studies and law 
school, graduating as President of his law school class in 
1958. From there, Don was off to Chicago, taking a staff 
attorney position with Chicago Title Insurance Company.  

While living in Chicago, he had the good sense to go on a 
blind date (set up by his sister Barb) with hospital secretary 
and part-time model Karen McCormick, another La Salle 
County “transplant” living in Chicago. Karen was the love 
of Don’s life. They moved back to LaSalle County and, 
on Oct. 6, 1962, were married at Karen’s home parish, St. 
Mary’s Church in Grand Ridge. In less than two years, Don 
went from a bachelor lawyer to a married father of three, 
as he and Karen welcomed their sons George (Bill) and 
twins Matthew and Michael.  Don was an Assistant State’s 
Attorney in LaSalle County and also opened his own law 
practice in his hometown of Earlville, becoming a trusted 
advisor to his many friends and clients. 

In 1980, Don was sworn in as an Associate Circuit Court 
Judge for the 13th Judicial Circuit, covering LaSalle, Bu-
reau, and Grundy counties. He was respected by his judicial 
colleagues, the courthouse bailiffs, and the attorneys who 
practiced before him as a thorough, fair, and disciplined 
judge.

Don retired in 1991 and he and Karen enjoyed their 
retirement, wintering in Longboat Key, Fla., and visiting 
their children and grandchildren. Don and Karen were 
inseparable and loved each other deeply. In 2014, over 50 
years after they met there, Don and Karen moved from 
Earlville back to Chicago to be closer to their children and 
grandchildren. Don was smart, witty, honest, hard-work-
ing, dapper, kind, generous, and humble. And more than 
anything, he loved to share with his family a long, great 
meal at a fabulous restaurant – and he always insisted on 
paying. He will be greatly missed.  

Don was a member of the Earlville Lions Club and the 
Mendota Elks Club and was a lector at St. Theresa of Avila 
Church for many years.

For more information or to sign the online guest book 
please go to www.EighnerFuneralHomes.com.
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Brought to you each week by:

1300 13th Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342 

Ph. 539-5656

Can you identify 

this photo?
THEN YOU CAN WIN!

The winner will receive:
$1000 MENDOTA BUCKS

To spend at any Mendota Chamber  
of Commerce member.

LAST WEEK’S ANSWER:
Greenhouse at Mendota High School

Winner - Carissa Doll

Where is it…

in Mendota?
HOW TO 
ENTER:

If you know where this 
scene is located in Mendota, 
write the answer briefly and 
concisely on a slip of paper 

and drop it off or mail it 
to The Mendota Reporter 
Office. All entries must be 

received no later than noon 
on Monday. One correct 

answer will be drawn each 
week. Prizes must be picked 
up at the Mendota Reporter 

Office. 
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714 Main St. 
Mendota 

 815-539-7011
Carry-out & curbside 

pick-up always 
available.

Visit our Website or Facebook for daily lunch & dinner specials.

www.mainstreetstationbar-grill.com
11282022

Friday, Dec. 2
Cod Oscar

Saturday, Dec. 3
BBQ Bacon Wrapped Shrimp

Full Menu Available 
Holiday Gift Cards Available

Wednesday Night
Family Style Chicken

Light or Dark with Spaghetti,  
Potato and Salad

Full Menu Available
Carry-Out, Dine-In and Curbside 

Pick-Up Always Available

Sunday, Dec. 4, 2022
4:30 - 7pm

St. John’s Lutheran Church
607 10th Ave., Mendota

Freewill offering at the door.
Dine-in Menu: Spaghetti w/ meat sauce, 
lettuce salad, breadstick, homemade desserts & 
beverage.

Sponsored by St. John’s Youth. All proceeds benefit the 2023 High School Mission Trip  
to Altoona, PA and other Youth events.

Carry-outs available EVERYONE IS WELCOME!

A Silent Auction of beautiful Quilts made by the talented St. 
John’s Quilting Ladies will also take place during the dinner!

Join us in the Sanctuary at 7 pm for a vocal performance  
by the MHS Madigrals. 11

16
20
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Call or email for a  
FREE ESTIMATE

Siding, Decks, Doors,  
Windows and Flooring

815-414-3058
levelupbuildingandcarpentry@gmail.com

CHECK OUT OUR WORK AND  
FOLLOW US ON

FACEBOOK
09052022

Roger A. Carr
TROY GROVE – Roger A. Carr, 

75, of Troy Grove, passed away 
Friday, Nov. 25, 2022, at Heritage 
Health, Mendota surrounded by his 
family. 

Funeral services will be Friday, 
Dec. 2 at noon at the Merritt Funeral 
Home, Mendota with Vicar Anthony 
Windau officiating. Cremation rites 
will be accorded after the funeral and 
private burial will be at Troy Grove 
Cemetery at a later date. Visitation 
will begin at 10 a.m. and continue until time of services. 

Roger was born Oct. 14, 1947, in Mendota to Kenneth and 
Helen (Piller) Carr. He married Joanne Underwood on Aug. 
24, 1969 at St. John’s Lutheran Church, Mendota. 

Roger is survived by his wife of 53 years Joanne Carr; 
three children, Julie (Frankie) Ponder, Jimmy (Michelle) Carr 
and Jodi (Bob) Arteaga; five grandchildren, Casey and Rylee 
Ponder, Bobby and Gabe Arteaga and and Raigan Carr; sister 
Carolyn Hartt; brother Ronnie (Marsha) Carr; his brothers-
in-law and sisters-in-law, David and Robin Underwood and 
Mike and Linda Fisher.  

He was preceded in death by his parents, his father and 
mother-in-law, Francis and Helen Rich, and his brothers-in-
law Alan Rich and John Hartt. 

Roger graduated from Mendota High School in 1966. 
He worked at Triumph CO-OP and then Moline Consumers 
for over 30 years. He was a volunteer for the Triumph Fire 
Department and past Fire Chief for several years. He was 
a Chicago Bears fan. He enjoyed hunting and gardening.

Memorials may be directed to the family for a memorial 
to be established. Online condolences may be left at www.
merrrittfh.com.

OBITUARIES

Cameron P. Given
MENDOTA – Cameron Patrick 

Given, 19, of Mendota, passed away 
Tuesday, Nov. 22, 2022. 

Memorial services will be held 
Friday, Dec. 2, 2022 at 11 a.m. at 
the Victory Baptist Church, Mendota 
with Rev. Jay Miller officiating. 
Burial will follow at Troy Grove 
Cemetery. Visitation will be from 
9:30 a.m. until time of services in 
the church. Merritt Funeral Home, 
Mendota is assisting the family.

Cameron was born July 29, 2003 in Spring Valley to Traci 
Given and Patrick Legoo. 

He is survived by his father Patrick Legoo of Mendota; his 
brother Dylan Given of Mendota; his sister Colleen (Kurtis) 
Glenzinksi of Morton; two aunts Candi Given and Trina Given 
of Troy Grove; and several aunts and uncles. 

He was preceded in death by his mother Traci Given on 
Oct. 2, 2021, his grandparents Ronald and Beverly (Warnock) 
Given and Lawrence Legoo and Judith Peterson, and his 
uncle Larry Legoo. 

Cameron attended Mendota High School and he loved 
to draw.  

Memorials may be directed to the family. Online condo-
lences may be left at www.merrittfh.com.

DEATH NOTICES 
The Mendota Reporter will print DEATH NOTICES 

(approximately 50 words including name, age, date of death, 
time/date of services) free of charge. OBITUARIES will be 
printed at a cost of $50 to be billed to the arranging funeral 
home or prepaid with cash, check or credit card. Please submit 
obituaries or death notices to editor@mendotareporter.com.

donations to benefit the Men-
dota Operation Elf Action 
program, which provides 
Christmas gifts to children 
ages 1 -13, whose families 
need assistance this Holiday 
season.

Chamber Ambassadors 
will be on hand in the Infor-
mation Booth for the kids 
to pick up their Reindeer to 
complete, selling 50/50 tick-
ets and ornaments. Mendota 
Gift Certificates will also be 
available. 

Shoppers are reminded 
that Mendota’s Shop Lo-
cal Promotion kicks off 
Saturday, Nov. 19 and will 
continue through Dec. 21 
at participating businesses. 
During this time, shoppers 
will receive a sticker for 
every $10 they spend in a 
participating merchant’s 
business. Customers can 
place the stickers on cards, 
obtained at the participating 
business or at the Chamber 
office. When your cards are 
full, and contain at least five 
participating businesses, you 
can turn them in to the Cham-
ber office for a chance to win 
valuable prizes. Don’t forget 
to pick up your free sticker 
at the Mendota Christmas 
downtown on Dec. 3.

In conjunction with “A 
Mendota Christmas,” shop-
pers will receive “double 
stickers” for every $10 they 
spend on that special day. 
You can pick up a free “shop 
local sticker” to help com-
plete your card at the booth 
located on Illinois Avenue.

Mendota Shop Local 
Promotion will be 12 days 
of giving and will start on 
Dec. 9 with prizes given 
away every day until Dec. 
21 with the Grand Prize 
being announced on Dec. 
22.  All cards will be put 
back in for the grand prize 
drawing, so you are encour-
aged to complete your cards 
early. Shoppers can turn in 
as many cards as they wish 
by the deadline, Dec. 21, 
at 4 p.m.

ALDERMANIC 
REPORTS

Alderman Kyle Kim 
turned the floor over to 
Police Chief Greg Kellen, 
who then introduced Zachary 
Urbanski, who took the oath 
of office as a new sergeant 
with the Mendota Police 
Department. Urbanski has 
been a patrolman with the 
department since 2019. He 
will be the lead officer during 
the midnight shift.

Alderman Jim Fitzpatrick 
issued a reminder to residents 
to unhook their garden hose 
from the outside faucet to 
prevent freezing of the water 
line.

OTHER ITEMS
Mayor David Boelk is-

sued a thank you to the 
Mendota Lions Club for the 
donation of several basket-
ball hoops to be installed at 
various parks.

Chief Kellen said there 
are two police applicants 
currently in testing.

Kellen also thanked Boelk 
Truck Lines for use of their 
equipment in transporting 
pallets of Christmas good-
ness on behalf of United Way 
to distribute to community 
members in need.

The next regular meeting 
of the Mendota City Council 
will be Monday, Dec. 5 at 
5:30 p.m.

Christmas
Continued from Page A1

Council
Continued from Page A1

Report Card summa-
ry: graduation rate-87%; 
student mobili ty-10%; 
FY22 Evidence-Based 
Funding-70% of adequacy; 
chronic absenteeism-22% 
(state avg. 29.8%); teach-
er retention-92%; average 
class size-18.8 (state avg. 
20); enrollment-503; low 
income-38%; individualized 
education program-17%; 
student attendance-93.4%; 
9th grade on track-83.6% 
(state avg. 86.6%).
(Illinois State Scholars)

Dist. 280
Continued from Page A1 Aughenbaugh announced 

that eight seniors received 
Illinois State Scholar honors 
based on their SAT score 
and GPA. They are William 
Bentley, Melaina Bierwirth, 
Isabelle Escatel, Alexis 
Finley, Abigail Kunz, Neal 
Linden, Carlos Olivas and 
Avery Pierce.
(DAR, SAR)

The principal also in-
formed the board that Es-
catel is the recipient of the 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution (DAR) award 
and Kunz is the recipient of 
the Sons of the American 

Revolution (SAR) award.
Aughenbaugh thanked 

the Honors American Lit-
erature and U.S. History 
students for researching and 
providing a Veterans Day 
program, and also the MHS 
Band for playing at the city’s 
Veterans Day program on 
Nov. 11.

Upcoming events and 
dates are as follows: Dec. 
10-11 Madrigal Dinner; Dec. 
12 band concert; Dec. 14-16 
final exams.

The next regular meeting 
of the District 280 Board will 
be Monday, Dec. 12 at 6 p.m.

OGLESBY – Illinois Valley Commu-
nity College’s Wind Ensemble will offer 
a free concert at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 
8 in the Dr. Mary Margaret Weeg Cultural 
Centre. 

The performance will include the music 
of Johann Sebastian Bach, John Cheetham, 
Antonin Dvorak, Joseph Willcox Jenkins, 
Alfred Reed, and Camille Saint-Saens. 

Selections include “Chorale Prelude on 

‘Sleepers, Wake’,” “A Christmas Greet-
ing,” “Slavonic Dance No. 4,” “American 
Overture for Band,” “Russian Christmas 
Music,” and “Bacchanale.” 

Under the direction of conductor Phil 
Whaley, the ensemble includes IVCC stu-
dents, local and regional music educators 
and community members dedicated to the 
promotion of quality wind and percussion 
music.

IVCC Wind Ensemble plans free concert

OGLESBY – La Salle na-
tive and author James Janko 
will discuss his most recent 
book, “What We Don’t Talk 
A b o u t , ” 
a t  n o o n 
We d n e s -
day, Dec. 7 
in CTC124-
125 at Illi-
nois Valley 
Community 
College.

The event in the Ralph 
Scriba Conference Center is 
free and open to the public. 

Janko is the author 
of two award-winning 
novels, “Buffalo Boy and 
Geronimo” and “The Club-
house Thief.” His short 
stories have been published 
in The Sun, Massachusetts 
Review, and Eureka Lit-
erary Magazine, among 
others.

His story, “Fallujah in a 
Mirror,” won the Jeff Sharlet 
Memorial Award and was 
published by The Iowa Re-
view. “What We Don’t Talk 
About” will be published in 

Area author to discuss book at IVCC

Janko

late November by the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin Press. 

The novel is set in fic-
tional Orville, Ill., a bucol-
ic, charming, and almost 
Norman Rockwellesque 
— if you’re white. But like 
many midwestern cities in 
the 1960s, it is a “sundown” 
town — a place where Black 
Americans are prohibited 
from entering or remaining 
after dark.

The town’s most ad-
venturous woman, Cassie 
Zeul, is an outcast because 
she has no husband and 
takes an occasional lover. 
Her son, Gus, guided by 
Sister Damien, aspires to 
be a priest, but he is in-
creasingly overwhelmed 
by his infatuation with Pat 
Lemkey — who is herself 
drawn to Jenny Biel, con-
sidered by many to be the 
most beautiful girl in town. 

Gus’s best friend, Fenza 
Ryzchik Jr., a somewhat 
notorious bully desperate for 
his father’s attention, hates 
“colored people,” doesn’t 

think he knows any, and 
is certain he can convince 
Jenny to marry him one 
day — without realizing 
that her devout mother has 
been passing for white her 
entire life. 

Events come to a head 
when a visiting nun from 
the South brings an African 
American friend with her to 
Midnight Mass one Christ-
mas Eve. 

The dreams and desires 
of these characters collide 
and intersect as they navigate 
life and coming of age in the 
rural Midwest. 

In Janko’s masterful 
hands, the darkness — of 
prejudice, privilege, and 
power — that they don’t 
even recognize threatens to 
overwhelm their lives and 
their plans for the future. 
The novel forces us, as well 
as its characters, to acknowl-
edge the cost of hiding our 
true selves, and of judging 
others based on the color of 
their skin or the longing of 
their hearts.

OGLESBY – Illinois 
Valley Community College 
will host a 
r ecep t ion 
for retired 
c o l l e g e 
English in-
structor Ed 
Krolak at 
noon Tues-
day, Dec. 
6 in Jacobs 
Library’s Active Learning 

Krolak

Space. 
Krolak will be donating 

copies of his book, “Lilies of 
the Valley,” a compilation of 
his newspaper columns and 
essays. The event will in-
clude IVCC English faculty 
reading portions of the book. 

Krolak’s 40-year teaching 
career included assignments 
at Lostant and LaSalle-Peru 
Township high schools, LPO 
Junior College and IVCC.

Reception set for IVCC instructor

MENDOTA – It is un-
lawful to burn any mate-
rials other than small and 
dried quantities of branches, 
leaves, weeds or grass at 
any time. The burning of 
any material such as rubber, 
tires, leather, tar paper, old 
batteries or any material that 
emits an offensive odor when 
burned is unlawful within the 
city limits of Mendota.

Limited amounts of 
yard waste material may be 
burned provided the material 
is dry and does not create an 
offensive odor, nuisance or 
fire hazard due to excessive 
high winds. Combustible 
yard waste material may be 
kindled from 10 a.m. through 
4 p.m. on Thursdays, Fridays 
and Saturdays only. All fires 
must be constantly tended 
by a competent person, 
until such fire is properly 
extinguished. The continued 
smoldering of slow-burning 
combustible yard waste after 
4 p.m. is a nuisance and any-
one kindling such a fire that 
will emit obnoxious odors 
after 4 p.m. will be consid-
ered performing an unlawful 
act. Burning on Sunday by 
commercial establishments 
shall be considered an un-
lawful act.

Burn
Ordinance
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(The following is from Jessica Nas-
hold’s Backtracks & Sidetracks column 
reprinted from Nov. 29, 2000.)
By Jessica Nashold

It was 10 years ago, on Nov. 21, 1990, 
that the first tank of fuel was pumped 
at Gromann’s I-39 Auto Truck Plaza. 
The new facility, open 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week, was creating 14 to 
16 new jobs. The only day it would be 
closed was Christmas day.

Buster’s Family Restaurant was 
scheduled to open in December. The 
payroll at Buster’s was expected to 
reach 75.

***
Ground was broken Nov. 17, 1990, 

for an 11-acre subdivision on the north 
edge of Mendota. Developers of the 
Brookside First Subdivision were 
John Lewis, Joe McConville and Brian 
Sprowls. Their LMS Properties had 
charge of Mendota’s fourth Tax Incre-
ment Financed district. The subdivision 
was expected to create 26 affordable 
building lots. Its street, Diana Drive, ran 
south from 22nd Street, curved east and 
connected with Pine Avenue.

***
A destructive thunderstorm hit Men-

dota on Nov. 22, 1990, just as school 
was letting out at 3 p.m. Over on I-39, 
a truck lost control and flipped on its 
side, a half mile north of U.S. 34. The 
largest tree in Blackstone Park blew 
down. There were power outages in 
several neighborhoods as tree limbs 
put lines out of commission. The wind 
was accompanied by heavy rain, which 
flooded the intersection of Main and 
Burlington streets.

***
Luckily, the storm did not hit until 

after Mendota’s Christmas Savings 
Days, Nov. 16-18, 1990. On Friday the 
16th, the high school madrigal singers, 
accompanied by the MHS brass ensem-
ble, presented a program of Christmas 
carols as the Tree of Hope was lighted 
in Veterans Park.

On Saturday the 17th, Santa and 
Mrs. Claus arrived in town in an open 
carriage, after which Santa listened to 
children’s wish lists at the Chamber of 
Commerce office. The Chamber office 
in 1990 was located at the corner of 
Main and Jefferson streets.

Free carriage rides were available in 

downtown Mendota between 1:30 and 
4:30 on Saturday.

Starting at noon on Sunday, the 
traditional Christmas Walk stepped off, 
during which 36 Mendota businesses 
offered treats ranging from spiced 
cider to ethnic Christmas cookies and 
specialties.

***
The city of Mendota was coping with 

a low balance in the General Fund. It 
had slipped from a customary $20,000-
$30,000 range to $2,387.80. Big item 
expenditures of $40,000 for right-of-
way to the new Plano Molding plant 
and $70,000 for a garbage compactor 
had drained the General Fund.

The Water & Sewer Fund would be 
drawn on to “bail it out.”

It will be paid back at a future 
date.

***
A storm sewer on division street 

from First Avenue to Fifth Avenue was 
under construction. John Pohar & Sons 
of LaSalle had the contract on its bid 
of $113,685.

***
A dinner recognizing Mendota Area 

Senior Services volunteers was held on 
Nov. 27, 1990. Vera Grinka was named 
top volunteer for the year with 174 ¼ 
hours of service. Grinka’s principal 
contributions were in meal preparation 
and cleanup, work at the Amtrak station 
and serving as guard at the Tri-County 
Fair. She also helped manage Sunday 
card games.

***
Gary Campbell was elected president 

of the grade school board of education 
at its organization meeting. Also at this 
meeting, Reed Rydberg, art instructor, 
gave a presentation of middle school 
artwork. Carrie Stewart, a middle school 
student, who had designed a mural 
depicting school spirit, received board 
permission to have it painted and hung 
on the wall at Northbrook.

***

The Chamber of Commerce installed 
14 trash receptacles in the business dis-
trict. It was planned to add four more 
and attach planters to all 18 receptacles 
in the coming year.

***
Four Mendota 4-H members attend-

ed the organization meeting of a Wildlife 
Habitat Evaluation team at the LaSalle 
County Extension office. They were 
Michelle Ramer, Melinda Ramer, Justin 
Ganschow and Alyssa Rod. Additional 
members would be welcomed.

***
Margo Stouffer, manager of the 

Mendota Hi-Rise, invited The Mendota 
Reporter to tour the facility prior to 
an open house scheduled for Dec. 3, 
1990. The six-story, 60-unit building 
for the elderly was now 18 years old 
and had been experiencing maintenance 
problems. Stouffer explained that 
maintenance decisions were made on 
a nationwide basis of “greatest need,” 
putting Mendota in competition with 
older facilities elsewhere. Nevertheless, 
she was quick to state –

“I am proud of the building, 
proud to be its manager.”

***
Work was going forward on the Plano 

Molding Co. plant, a 50,000-square foot 
building. Phalen Steel Construction 
Co., the builder, estimated completion 
by Jan. 31, 1991. Women’s cosmetic 
cases, called “Caboodles,” would be 
manufactured there.

***
The Optimist Club announced in 

November that it had secured a return 
concert by “Loenwolf” to be held Dec. 
29, 1990, at the Civic Center from 9 
p.m. to 1 a.m. In its 1989 appearance, 
“Loenwolf” had attracted 620 paid 
admissions. Proceeds would be de-
voted to youth projects sponsored by 
the Optimist Club. Tickets were $3 in 
advance or $4 at the door. There would 
be a cash bar.

Minimum age of 21 is required.
***

Members of the Graves Public Li-
brary District board were concentrating 
on a possible referendum to finance an 
addition on the April ballot since the 
November referendum had failed by a 
narrow margin. Deadline for the April 
ballot was Jan. 31, 1991.

Gromann’s at I-39 starts pumping – 1990
Backtracks

&
Sidetracks

By Rich Lowry  
Kevin McCarthy may now have the hardest job in Washington.
Assuming that he becomes speaker of the House, which 

will require the near-unanimous support of his caucus and 
isn’t necessarily a foregone conclusion, he’s signing up for 
the most miserable experience of any congressional leader 
since John Boehner barely controlled a Republican House 
majority in the Obama years.

Boehner presided over a caucus infused with new tea party 
members who expected to do great things, when the leverage 
a congressional majority has over a president of the opposite 
party is inherently limited.

The mismatch between their hopes and their power led to 
continual frustration, which was taken out on Boehner. By the 
time he resigned, the Ohio Republican could be forgiven for 
wondering if his dog was going to turn against him.

Now, House Republicans will have a microscopic majority 
in a Washington still arrayed against them. It will be hard 
enough to pass anything consequential or controversial out 
of the House before it runs into a brick wall in the Demo-
cratic-controlled Senate. House Republicans presumably 
won’t be able to get their handiwork within hailing distance 
of President Joe Biden’s veto pen.

In light of this, the first priority for House Republicans 
should be tempering expectations. Their most important 
achievement has already occurred -- namely ensuring that 
Nancy Pelosi will no longer be speaker with all that that 
entails for Biden’s agenda.

Making the most of their opportunity otherwise will require 
some realism, subtlety and creativity.

Deadline-driven fights loom over the debt limit and budget 
next year. Republicans will want to extract their pound of 
flesh but shouldn’t overestimate their influence. They aren’t 
going to reform entitlements or put the U.S. on a fundamen-
tally different fiscal path in a dramatic, down-to-the wire 
confrontation over the debt limit or a possible government 
shutdown. Usually, the aggressors in such fights lose, and it’ll 
be hard to maintain GOP unity with more cautious Republican 
senators hesitant to go down this path.

Republicans would be well-served to choose a few plau-
sible policy objectives at the outset of these fights -- say, 
revoking the new Biden IRS agents -- rather than coming up 
with large, superficially attractive demands that inevitably 
have to be abandoned. 

Then, there are the investigations. Here, Republicans don’t 
have to worry about the balancing act involved in getting to 
2018 votes. The House Oversight Committee can simply get 
busy. There are still pitfalls to avoid, though.

The Hunter Biden investigation obviously needs to focus 
on the public corruption and the question of the president’s 
involvement more than Hunter’s lurid personal life. Repub-
licans should steer clear of any counterprogramming on 
January 6, especially given what the midterms showed about 
the political costs of any association with “Stop the Steal.” 
And impeaching Biden without even a majority in the Senate 
would be an exercise in futility.

Otherwise, the field is wide open for probes that could be 
substantively important and politically useful, whether on the 
origins of COVID-19, how the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention and other government entities responded 
to the pandemic, the Afghan withdrawal, and government 
pressure on social media companies.

Finally, House Republicans should pass legislation, not 
in the hopes of getting any of it signed, but to show that the 
party has a solution-oriented agenda. This was an element of 
the party’s message that was woefully lacking in the run-up 
to the midterms. They should pass bills to address inflation, 
support families, control the border, move toward a more 
merit-based legal immigration system, push back against 
the “woke” education bureaucracy, reduce college costs, and 
point in a more sensible direction on crime.

The party should demonstrate that it’s pro-family and 
pro-law and order, while trying to sell itself to the middle 
again as serious and competent.

This will be no small task with a very narrow, fractious 
majority, but no one said Kevin McCarthy’s job would be easy.

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.
(c) 2022 by King Features Synd., Inc.

McCarthy’s task may be the hardest job in Washington

By BRENTON SMITH
Heartland Institute

I am not a constitutional lawyer, but I see nearly zero 
chance that funding Social Security out of the general 
fund would be allowed for any significant length of 
time. It is at best a fool’s errand to hold out hope that 
Congress will be able to float the program’s imbalances 
out of the general fund.

This thought comes to mind because of the 2022 
midterms and the inherent contradiction between the 
importance of Social Security and the weight that voters 
have placed on the program on Election Day despite 
two decades of continuous financial decline.

No group should be more interested in the prospects 
of the program than women who are over 50 years old. 
Yet, an AARP poll revealed that Social Security placed 
a distant fifth in voting priority in the 2022 midterm 
elections among people in this segment of the population.

At this point, a woman turning 77 today expects on 
average to outlive the system’s ability to pay scheduled 
benefits. If that voter doesn’t care, no one does.

The only explanation for the indifference to the pro-
gram’s ability to keep its promises that I can imagine is 
voters have reached the conclusion that Congress will 
simply never allow Social Security to fall into crisis.

Apparently, Americans have faith in politicians that 
would make the Pope covet.

To provide an example, one of my readers wrote to 
me, “And, as I pointed out, the general fund is already 
going to be on the hook for the SS shortfall, one way 
or the other.” The reader reasons that no matter what 
happens, he will get paid. Hence, he has nearly zero 
interest in the prospects of the system.

It is a misplaced faith. The general fund is not on 
the hook, and likely never will be. Funding Social Se-
curity from the general fund would likely be deemed 
unconstitutional in court.

Yes, Social Security was determined to be constitu-
tional in 1935 in Helvering v. Davis. That doesn’t mean 
that a legislative change in the way that the program is 
financed would be exempt from judicial review.

Just because the law is called the Social Security 
Act does not grant the pieces and parts of the law a 
special status.

The Supreme Court is not interested in the wisdom of 
how the power is exercised. Rather it deals with deciding 
whether that power is granted by the Constitution to 
Congress. In the Helvering case, the Supreme Court held 
that “Congress may spend money in aid of the ‘general 
welfare.’” Further, the Court held that the “concept of 
welfare is shaped by Congress, not the states.”

The Court added a caveat that earns your attention: 
“The (definition of welfare) belongs to Congress, unless 
the choice is clearly wrong, a display of arbitrary power 
is not an exercise of judgment.”

Here is the problem. Social Security is not universal 
nor equal. The highest payment goes to the man or 
woman who had the best job over the longest period. 
It is very difficult to explain taking money from the 
working poor to provide a stipend to the wealthy retiree 
particularly when many of our poorest seniors are not 
even eligible for benefits.

When the money for benefits comes from the general 
fund, someone is going to ask whether giving money to 
the idle rich is a sound way to aid the general welfare of 
the nation. The benefits formula works when the money 
comes from workers who are contributing to a plan that 
pays them a future benefit. It is very different when 
we take money that could be spent on other priorities.

Back in 1935, the Court indicated that it wasn’t terri-
bly interested in the wisdom of the benefits arrangement. 
According to the Court, the law was a well-researched 
solution to a well-established problem. In its decision, 
the Court cited congressional studies, presidential 
commissions, advisory councils, and extensive public 
hearings.

The Court ruled, “A great mass of evidence was 
brought together supporting the policy, which finds 
expression in the act. “

Imagine if this standard were applied to an annual 
subsidy from the general fund. Funding would require 
a similar exercise of judgment demonstrating that 
Congress thoughtfully valued this expense against 
every other expense that money might have served. 
That is every year, where the reasoning is we are 
spending the money today because the politicians 
of the past didn’t do their job. In the coming years, 
it would behoove voters of all ages to take this issue 
more seriously.

In 1935, the Supreme Court allowed Congress the 
power to provide a legislative solution to a well-doc-
umented problem that threatened a growing number 
of Americans. Today, the Court would be tasked with 
considering whether Congress should be given the 
power to deal with a very different problem: voters 
have not paid attention.

(Brenton Smith (think@heartland.org) is a policy 
advisor with The Heartland Institute.)

Social Security’s impending bankruptcy 
doesn’t resonate with voters, yet

LaSalle County Board
Curtis Faber, 1405 Lakeview Drive, Mendota .....538-2855
Joanne McNally, 905 Meadowview, Mendota .....538-7591
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LOCAL AND AREA

DEC. 1, 5, 8, 12, 15, 19, 22 & 29
EXERCISES

Sponsored by M.A.S.S.
8 AM

Feik Senior Parlor –  
Mendota Civic Center

For more info call  
(815) 539-7700

DEC. 1 & 15
HEARING CLINIC

Sponsored by Civic Center & 
M.A.S.S.

9:30 AM - 1 PM
Mendota Civic Center

For more info call  
(815) 539-7700

May call Kelly @ Sterling Hearing 
at 815-626-3220. Hearing aid 
batteries available at MASS 

office.

DEC. 1
LEGO CLUB

Sponsored by Graves-Hume  
Public Library

4 PM
1401 W Main St, Mendota

For more info call 
(815) 538-5142

Audience: 1-8th grade. 
Registration is encouraged.

DEC. 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29
POKENO

Sponsored by M.A.S.S.
12 PM

Feik Parlor -  
Mendota Civic Center

For more info call 
(815) 539-7700

DEC. 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29
QUILT & CRAFT CLUB
Sponsored by M.A.S.S.

1 PM
Feik Parlor - 

Mendota Civic Center
For more info call 
(815) 539-7700

Bring your craft items and  
join the others. 

DEC. 2, 5, 9, 12, 16, 19, 23 & 30
BINGOCIZE

Sponsored by M.A.S.S.
10 AM

Feik Senior Parlor –  
Mendota Civic Center

For more info call  
(815) 539-7700

New program which combines 
bingo & exercise. Our staff 

member Laurie trained to lead 
this activity.

DEC. 2
“BAKED POTATO BAR” IS BACK

Sponsored by M.A.S.S.
11 AM - 1 PM

Feik Senior Parlor –  
Mendota Civic Center

For more info call  
(815) 539-7700

Lunch Price $7.00 Includes,  
potato choice of toppings,  
dessert & drink. Tickets  
available  at the door.
No Advanced Tickets.

May dine in or carry out  
available without drink. Join  

us for 50/50 & Raffles.

DEC. 2, 9 & 16
BINGO

Sponsored by M.A.S.S.
1 PM

Feik Senior Parlor –  
Mendota Civic Center

For more info call  
(815) 539-7700 

DEC. 5, 12 & 19
DOMINOES

Sponsored by M.A.S.S.
1 PM

Feik Senior Parlor – Mendota  
Civic Center

For more info call 
(815) 539-7700

DEC. 5
COMMUNITY BINGO

Sponsored by M.A.S.S.
2 PM

Feik Senior Parlor – 
Mendota Civic Center

For more info call 
(815) 539-7700

DEC. 6, 13, 20 & 27
WII BOWLING

Sponsored by M.A.S.S.
10:30 AM

Feik Senior Parlor –  
Mendota Civic Center

For more info call 
(815) 539-7700

DEC. 6
HOLIDAY CARDS

Sponsored by Graves-Hume  
Public Library
1 PM & 6 PM

1401 W Main St, Mendota
For more info call 
(815) 538-5142

Create holiday cards for your 
friends and family! All of the 

supplies will be provided. Bring 
your creativity! Must Register.

DEC. 6
MICHIGAN RUMMY

Sponsored by M.A.S.S.
1 PM

Feik Senior Parlor –  
Mendota Civic Center

For more info call  
(815) 539-7700

DEC. 6, 13, 20 & 27
EUCHRE

Sponsored by M.A.S.S.
12 PM

Feik Senior Parlor – 
Mendota Civic Center

Pay $3 at beginning of play. Cash 
prizes paid out at end of play.

For more info call 
(815) 539-7700

DEC. 7
SHAKE RATTLE & READ  

“SNOWMAN” 
Sponsored by Graves-Hume  

Public Library
11 AM

1401 W Main St, Mendota
For more info call 
(815) 538-5142

Audience: Birth - 2 yrs old  
(siblings welcome). Registration is 

encouraged.

DEC. 7, 14, 21 & 28
STRENGTH & FITNESS  

WITH DENNIS
Sponsored by M.A.S.S.

11 AM
Feik Senior Parlor –  

Mendota Civic Center
For more info call  
(815) 539-7700

New program - Dennis is a 
fitness & strengthening instructor 

- very knowledgable & 
helpful, come join us.  

DEC. 7
SMALL FRIES “SNOW!”

Sponsored by Graves-Hume  
Public Library

4 PM
1401 W Main St, Mendota

For more info call 
(815) 538-5142

Ages 3 years to kindergarten. 
Registration is encouraged.

DEC. 13
“PLAYERS CHOICE”  

BOARD GAME
Sponsored by M.A.S.S.

1 PM
Feik Senior Parlor –  

Mendota Civic Center
For more info call  
(815) 539-7700

DEC. 15
SHAKE RATTLE & READ  

“SNOWMAN” 
(Repeat of December 7th) 

Sponsored by Graves-Hume  
Public Library

6 PM
1401 W Main St, Mendota

For more info call 
(815) 538-5142

Audience: Birth - 2 yrs old  
(siblings welcome). Registration is 

encouraged.

DEC. 17
“MRS. SANTA” BAKE SALE

Sponsored by M.A.S.S.
9 AM - 12 PM

First State Bank Washington St.
For more info call  
(815) 539-7700 

Anyone wishing to donate baked 
goods for this event are welcome 

& may call M.A.S.S. office. 
Thank you - stop by bank & get 

Christmas cookies etc.

DEC. 19
CHRISTMAS AT THE LIBRARY

Sponsored by Graves-Hume  
Public Library

6 PM
1401 W Main St, Mendota

For more info call 
(815) 538-5142

All ages welcome. Join us for a 
read-a-loud, craft and snack as 

we celebrate CHRISTMAS!

DEC. 20 & 27
BLOOD PRESSURE & BLOOD 

SUGAR CHECKS
Sponsored by M.A.S.S.

11 AM - 12 PM
Feik Senior Parlor –  

Mendota Civic Center
For more info call  
(815) 539-7700

DEC. 20
LEFT, RIGHT, CENTER
Sponsored by M.A.S.S.

1 PM
Feik Parlor -  

Mendota Civic Center
For more info call  
(815) 539-7700

DEC. 20
CHRISTMAS DINNER POTLUCK

Sponsored by M.A.S.S.
5:30 PM

Feik Senior Parlor –  
Mendota Civic Center

For more info call  
(815) 539-7700 

M.A.S.S. will provide meat & 
potatoes. Please bring dish to 

pass. Holiday entertainment will 
be provided.

DEC. 20
3RD TUESDAY BOOK CLUB
Sponsored by Graves-Hume  

Public Library
1 PM & 6 PM

1401 W Main St, Mendota
For more info call 
(815) 538-5142

Reading: “The Uncommon 
Reader” by Alan Bennett.

DEC. 21
SHAKE RATTLE & READ  

“COOKIES” 
Sponsored by Graves-Hume  

Public Library
11 AM

1401 W Main St, Mendota
For more info call 
(815) 538-5142

Ages birth - 2 (siblings welcome). 
Registration is encouraged.

DEC. 21
4H AT THE LIBRARY WITH 
UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS 

EXTENSION “POPSICLE STICK 
ORNAMENT”

Sponsored by Graves-Hume  
Public Library
4 PM - 5 PM

1401 W Main St, Mendota
For more info call 
(815) 538-5142

Ages 8-18.  
Registration is required.

DEC. 27
AFTERNOON MOVIE: “ELF” PG

Sponsored by Graves-Hume  
Public Library

1 PM
1401 W Main St ,Mendota

For more info call 
(815) 538-5142

All ages are invited; children 6 
and under are required to  

have an adult present. 

DEC. 27
YAHTZEE

Sponsored by M.A.S.S.
1 PM

Feik Senior Parlor – Mendota  
Civic Center

For more info call 
(815) 539-7700

DEC. 28
WINTER BREAK LEGO CLUB
Sponsored by Graves-Hume  

Public Library
1 PM

1401 W Main St, Mendota
For more info call 
(815) 538-5142

Grades 1-8th. Registration is 
encouraged. 

DEC. 28
MOVIE: “THE SHOP AROUND 

THE CORNER”
Sponsored by Graves-Hume  

Public Library  & M.A.S.S.
3 PM

1401 W Main St, Mendota
For more info call 

(815) 538-5142 or (815) 539-7700 
Snacks provided by M.A.S.S. 

DEC. 29
SHAKE RATTLE & READ  

“COOKIES” 
(Repeat of December 21st)

Sponsored by Graves-Hume  
Public Library

6 PM
1401 W Main St, Mendota

For more info call 
(815) 538-5142

Ages birth - 2 (siblings welcome). 
Registration is encouraged.

DEC. 30
IMPACTLIFE BLOOD DONATION

Sponsored by Graves-Hume  
Public Library
11 AM - 2 PM

1401 W Main St ,Mendota
For more info call 
(815) 538-5142

Giving blood takes about an 
hour, and the difference it makes 

can last a lifetime! Schedule 
your appointment today: www.

bloodcenter.org/impactlife

DECEMBER 2022

The Community Calendar Is 
Brought To You By  

Mendota Area Chamber of 
Commerce & The Mendota 
Reporter. These are some 

of the local businesses who 
belong to your Chamber of 

Commerce:

Painting Parties and Crafts with 
Lucy

Parkway Family Restaurant
Paulies Snack Shack
Phalen Steel Construction 
Company

Pizzas by Marchelloni
Plano Molding
Pohl’s Office Supply
Power Care Rehabilitation
Prairie Land Millwright, Inc

11
28

20
22

FARM RETIREMENT 
AUCTION

11N751 Burlington Rd., Hampshire, IL 60140
Due to retiring from farming, the following farm equipment 
will be sold at Public Auction. Directions: 2 miles East of 

Burlington, IL. on Burlington Rd. Watch for signs.
Saturday, December 10, 2022

9:00 AM  Lunch Available
*** Live & Online internet bidding beginning at 10:00 AM ***

 Tractors-Combine-Heads
2004 Case-IH MX285, MFWD, 3748 hrs.PS, w/LHR; 1997 Case-IH 
8940, MFWD, 3911 hrs., 18/4 PS trans; 1989 Case-IH 7110, 2WD, 6633 
hrs. CAH, 18/4 PS trans; 1978 IH 1086, 2WD, 7126 hrs., CAH; 1967 IH 
706, 2 WD., German diesel, 8606 hrs., open station.1998 Case-IH 2366 
Combine, 2WD, sep. 3032, eng. 4419. Case-IH 1063 Corn Head, 6R-30”. 
Case-IH 1020 Grain Platform, 20’.

Equipment
Case-IH 955 Cyclo Air Planter, 12R-30”, front fold. Case-IH 3900 Disk, 
26’, 7 ½” spacin. Case-IH 4300 Field Cultivator, 25’. DMI Ecolo-Tiger 530 
Disk Ripper, 5 shank.; Brent 678 Grain Cart. Brent 670 Grain Cart; JD 
400 Rotary Hoe, 30’; DMI 125 CFDF Crumbler, 28’; MC 180 SB Stalk 
Chopper, 15’; Top Air 1000 gal. sprayer, 60’ booms; Glencoe 12R-30” 
Cultivator, hyd. fold; IH 720, 6-18” Plow; Lindsay 42’ Drag Cart; Lindsay 
26’ Drag Cart; Harvest International H1062 auger, 10”x62’ swing away 
hopper, pto; Farm King 8”x51’ Auger, 3 phase, 10hp motor; Hutichinson 
10”x61’ Auger, pto; Hutichinson 8”x28’ Auger, 3 phase 5hp motor; Meyer 
18”x41’ Elevator, pto, or electric motor; 150 gal Sprayer, 30’ booms, 
3pt. pto pump, hand wand; Blaster F&F Inc. fly sprayer, 3pt., pto; 1650 
gal. poly water tank; JD end gate seeder;  (1) set of 1000 lbs. weights, 
fits Case-IH MX285;rear wheel wts.; suitcase wts;  bin sweep augers- 
9’,11’,14’; Livestock gates – 8’, 10’, 16’; auger hoppers; (7) IH split wts.; 
Livestock water tanks; Broyhill water tank heater; cement mixer; Hero 
New No. 2 fanning mill; 

Trucks
1979 IH S1800 Grain Truck, MV-404, gas, 5 & 2 sp., 16’ steel box w/hoist, 
roll tarp, 76,680 miles; 1975 IH Loadstar 1700 Grain Truck, MV-404, gas, 
5 & 2 sp., 16’ steel box w/dual hoist, 77,044 miles.  

Glenn & Lorraine Lenschow: Owners

847-683-3716 or 847-507-3716
Auctioneers Note: Glenn & Lorraine took great care of their equipment. It has been 
well maintained and always stored inside. Please be prompt, 1 hayrack of misc. Loader 
available
Terms: Cash, check, Visa/MC, 4% convenience fee for credit card use. Number system 
will be used. Have proper ID. Not responsible for accidents or merchandise after sold. 
Statements made on sale day by auctioneers or owners take precedence over all printed 
matter. All items are sold as is where is.

 Auctioneers:  Mike Espe  (630)-669-2667
Chris Wegener (815) 451-2820 

Joel Prestegaard (815) 761-7426
Elburn, IL 60119 • 630.365.9838

www.espeauctions.com

Online Only Auction
The Marion Hill Living Estate Online Auction

Soft Closing starts at 7:00pm on Wednesday, December 7, 2022
Pick up will be at: 1826 N 41st Rd, Leland, IL 60531

On Saturday December 10 from 9:00 am - 2:00 pm CST
Auctioneers note: This is a lifelong collection of Mr. & Mrs. Hill 
of Leland Illinois. Please check this auction out it has something 
for everyone.
Items in auction: This is a huge auction which is just in time for 
Christmas. This auction has Muscle Trucks, Vintage 1971 Trillium 
Camper Trailer, 1981 CJ7N Jeep, Tools, Auto Parts, Vintage 
Glassware, Galaxy Glassware, Vintage and Antique Furniture, 
Fiesta Ware, Vintage Items, Pocket Knives and many more items.

Visit our website https://advancedauction.com for more 
information and to be able to register and bid on this auction. A 
15% Buyers Premium will be charged. All buyers must provide 
their own packing materials and someone to help carry and 
load their items. Titles will be held for the vehicles until payment 
is received. Inspection will be on Tuesday December 6 by 
appointment only. Please call O.D. at 815-218-0705 to set up 
your appointment.
Any questions or private showing please contact O.D. Holley at 
Advanced Auction & Appraisal at 815-218-0705.

Surprisingly 
great rates 
that fit any 
budget. 

Get great rates and a good 
neighbor. Call me today. 
 
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

Individual premiums and budgets will vary  
by customer. All applicants subject to  
State Farm® underwriting requirements.

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2101554

Kurt Bruno, Agent
1103 Main Street
Mendota, IL  61342
Bus: 815-539-3878
kurt.bruno.gtoz@statefarm.com
Se habla Español

MENDOTA – The Men-
dota Police Department is 
investigating the report of an 
armed robbery that occurred 
at approximately 9:54 p.m. 
Nov. 22.

The reporting subject stat-
ed that while walking in the 
vicinity of Wisconsin Avenue 
and Chicago Street, a motor 
vehicle pulled up alongside 
him and the driver of the 
vehicle presented a handgun 
and demanded money from 
the subject. Upon the victim 
giving the gunman his mon-
ey, the driver drove off.

The Mendota Police De-
partment is continuing its 
investigation. Anyone with 
information regarding this 
incident is asked to call the 
Mendota Police Department 
at 815-539-9331.

Mendota PD
investigating
armed robbery

MENDOTA – Two Men-
dota men were found dead 
inside a residence on Nov. 
22 after authorities received 
a report of two unresponsive 
males. 

Mendota Police and Fire 
personnel were dispatched 
to the residence at 302 Ninth 
Ave. at approximately 12:28 
p.m., at which time they 
found Austin P. Sessler, 24, 
302 Ninth Ave., and Camer-
on P. Given, 19, 620 ½ Main 
St., deceased.

The Mendota Police De-
partment is investigating the 
incident with the collabora-
tive assistance of multiple 
criminal investigative ser-
vices, including the LaSalle 
County Coroner’s Office, 
the LaSalle County State’s 
Attorney’s Office and the 
Illinois State Police Crime 
Scene Services unit.

Men found
deceased in
residence

SUBLETTE – The 
Village of Sublette will 
ring in the holidays 
during its annual Christ-
mas Walk, “Christmas 
in the Village,” from 
3 - 6 p.m., on Sunday, 
Dec. 4.

A craft and vendor 
show will be held at 6 
p.m. at the Ellice Dinges 
Center. There will be a 
large variety of vendors 
that can fulfill your 
holiday shopping needs. 

New this year will be 
the Lighted Christmas 
Parade at 5:30 p.m. 
Cars, trucks, ATVs and 
tractors are welcome. 
Line-up is at Centennial 
Park. 

Following the light-
ed parade, the official 
lighting of the village 
Christmas tree will be 
done by Santa Claus at 
6 p.m.

Downtown Sublette 
businesses will be open 
for all your shopping 
and refreshment needs. 

“Christmas in the 
Village” is always the 
highlight of the Christ-
mas season in Sublette. 
Families are invited to 
come and enjoy a fes-
tive day.
Christmas Decorating

Contest Planned
Area residents are 

invited to deck their 
home with the most 
TREEmendous deco-
rations for the Sublette 
Christmas Decorating 
Contest. Sign up by 
Dec. 10 for a chance 
to win a prize. Judging 
will be Dec. 17. Sign-up 
sheets are available at 
Sublette General Store, 
Pioneer State Bank and 
the Post Office. Every-
one is urged to light up 
the town for the Christ-
mas season.

Sublette plans
‘Christmas in
the Village’ on
December 4;
holiday contest
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SOCIAL NEWS/OBITUARIES

LaMOILLE – The LaM-
oille High School graduating 
classes of 1957 and 1958 
celebrated their 65th and 
64th reunion on Friday, Oct. 
14 in the Fellowship Hall of 
the Van Orin Gospel Church.

There were seven mem-
bers from the class of 1957 
and 10 members from the 
class of 1958 in attendance.

After a delicious meal, the 
classmates and their guests 
spent the afternoon visiting 
and reminiscing. A great time 
was had by all.

Reuniting from the LaMoille High School class of 1957 
on Oct. 14 were, front row, left to right, Richard Haas, 
James (Ron) Johnson and Ronald Moore. Back row, 
Jeanette (Fischer) Brandau, Janis (Thone) Sweitek, 
Suzi (Drummer) Gott and Mary Jane (Nothnagel) Dolk. 
(Photo contributed)

Reuniting from the LaMoille High School class of 1958 on Oct. 14 were, front row, 
left to right, Audrey (Schultz) Barlow, Avis (Jackson) Bird, Audrey (Happ) Bonnell, 
Avalon (Marcum) Gibson and Joyce (Scriba) Sondgeroth. Back row, Sue (Browder) 
DeLong, Carol (Barkman) Haas, Donald Schultz, Donna (Billhorn) Zinke and Rosella 
(Bonnell) Leffelman. (Photo contributed)

LaMoille
classes of
‘57 & ‘58
gather for
a reunion

MAYTOWN – The sew-
ing group from St. Patrick’s 
Parish, Maytown, recently 
gathered with Debbie Ward, 
a representative from Sa-
maritans Purse, “Operation 
Christmas Child,” who had 
requested donations of dress-
es and shorts for her church’s 
Christmas boxes.

These boxes, from Christ 
Community Church in Princ-
eton, are sent all over the 
world to children in need. 
Maytown’s sewing group 
donated 71 dresses and 55 
pairs of shorts this year.

The sewing group meets 
weekly in St. Patrick’s Par-
ish Hall from April through 
November for sewing and 
fellowship. 

The sewing group “Little 
Dresses for Africa” began 
sewing in 2011. So far, the 
group has made, with the 
help of others, almost 6,000 
dresses and hundreds of 
shorts. Fabric and sewing 
notions have been donated 
and appreciated.

For more information 
about the project, contact 
Marilyn Weeks at 815-638-
2202 or Marilyn Blaine at 
815-712-5641.

The sewing group from St. Patrick Parish, Maytown, 
donated dresses and shorts for children in need. Left to 
right, are Debbie Ward, a representative from Samaritans 
Purse, “Operation Christmas Child,” and sewing group 
members Marilyn Weeks, LaVerne Klein and Marilyn 
Blaine. Not pictured: Kathy McLaughlin, Karen Henkel 
and Nancy Mattheiu. (Photo contributed)

Sewing group donates dresses & shorts

AMBOY – Johnny’s  Journey,  a 
fund-raising event for John Marks, will 
be held on Saturday, Dec. 10 from 4-8 
p.m. at Amboy Community Center, 280 
W. Wasson Road, Amboy. Dinner will be 
served from 5:30-6:30 p.m. The cost is 
$20 per person.

Marks was born and raised in the Paw Paw/
Earlville area and how lives in Rock Falls 
with his wife, Tennille, and sons Braxten, 16, 
and Brody, 12. He also has a daughter, Alex, 
27, and a new son-in-law, Alex.

Marks was diagnosed with stage IV neu-
roendocrine carcinoid cancer in December 
2021, Because of his hormone treatment, he 
is now a diabetic. He will be having surgery 
to remove a portion of his colon and will 
have a permanent colostomy. 

He has exhausted his sick days and con-
tinues to work when he can. The cancer is 

treatable, but not curable. He will continue 
the therapy he receives now and will soon 
start chemotherapy that will continue the 
rest of his life.

The fund-raiser will include a bake sale, 
50/50 raffle, silent auction, live auction and 
cash bar. T-shirts are also available and can 
be ordered through kaleels.com.

All money raised will help the family with 
medical bills and expenses. Donations are 
accepted through Venom @John-Marks904, 
contact a committee member, or mail or drop 
off contributions to Sauk Valley Bank, 904 
First Ave., Rock Falls, IL 61071. Checks 
should be made payable to John C. Marks 
or Tennille Marks.

Committee members are Patsy Marks, 
815-910-9243; Anita Hopkins, 815-751-
1837; Kathy Lamb, 815-499-7740; and Dawn 
Nicholson, 815-973-1063.

Fundraiser set Dec. 10 for J. Marks

Austin P.L. Sessler
MENDOTA – 

Austin P.L. Sessler, 
24, of Mendota, left 
this world Nov. 22, 
2022.

Visitation will 
be Friday, Dec. 2 
from 5 to 7 p.m. 
at Wasmer Funeral 
Home. Burial will be 
private. Wasmer Fu-
neral Home is privi-
leged to assist the family.

He was born March 20, 1998, in Mendota, 
on a beautiful spring day, to Elizabeth (Liz) 
Hertz and Justin P.L. Sessler.

He is survived by his loving parents, 
Elizabeth M. Hertz and Justin P.L. Sessler; 
maternal grandmother, Lavern Hertz; paternal 
grandparents, Gary and Pat Baird Sessler; his 
treasured little brother, Finn Sessler; maternal 
uncles, Doug and Dave Hertz; and paternal 
aunt, Amber D. Sessler.

He was preceded in death by his paternal 
grandfather, Joe Hertz; aunt, Staci Sessler 
and her daughter, Skye; and great uncle John 
Verklan Jr. 

Austin was a reserved young man, with a 
generous, giving heart, and a kind soul. He 

loved animals, especially his cat, Libby; his 
family, and the world around him. Always 
willing to help a friend, and readily turning 
strangers into friends, he was generous with 
his time, friendship and love, always looking 
out for others, willing to help in any way, 
which prompted him three years ago to join 
the EV Wizard Warriors Six Flags Coaster 
Challenge Team with his Grandpa Gary, Aunt 
Amber, ‘Aunt’ Barb, and brother, Finn, to 
raise funds for Special Olympics, to honor 
his cousin, Storm Hannen. 

He will be so grievously missed by 
his family and create a huge void in the life 
of his personal joy—his little brother, Finn, 
on whom he doted. Austin was his most ar-
dent fan through baseball and soccer games 
and Taekwon do. They could often be seen 
around town together, doing yardwork to help 
others, and enjoying Austin’s latest passion, 
skateboarding, which he was teaching Finn. 
They made an awesome online team playing 
video games together. Austin enjoyed movies, 
anime, off-beat TV shows, and also had a love 
of music, being an avid drummer. He was a 
member of the MHS Class of 2016. 

Memorials may be directed to the family. 
A GoFundMe page has been established to 
help with expenses. Condolences may be left 
at wasmerfuneralhome.com.

Barbara L. Morehead
H A R M O N  – 

Barbara Lynette 
Morehead  (nee 
Truckenbrod), 70 
years young, passed 
away peacefully sur-
rounded by family 
on Nov. 22, 2022 
at OSF St. Fran-
cis Medical Center, 
Peoria. 

Funeral services 
will be held Thursday, Dec. 1, 2022 at 11 
a.m. at Zion Lutheran Church of Clarion with 
Rev. Ian Griffith officiating. Cremation rites 
will be accorded after the funeral and private 
burial will be at a later date. Visitation will 
be Wednesday from 4-6 p.m. at the Merritt 
Funeral Home, Mendota.   

Barbara was born on July 7, 1952 in 
Mendota to the late Paul and Marjorie 

(Meyer) Truckenbrod. She married the love 
of her life, Jeffrey Morehead, on Sept. 11, 
1976 at Zion Lutheran Church and they had 
three children. 

Barbara is survived by her husband, Jef-
frey Morehead of Harmon; her sons, Joshua 
(Katie) Morehead and Jacob Morehead; 
daughter, Molly Thomson; grandchildren, 
Brady, Chandler (Crystal), Abby, Addason, 
and Jane; great-granddaughter, Madalyn; 
brother, Paul (Patricia) Truckenbrod; and 
many nephews and nieces. 

Barbara worked as a dietary manager at 
KSB Hospital for over 20 years and was 
treasurer for the Village of Harmon. She 
was an avid crafter, singer, cook, and loving 
grandmother. She was a member of Sweet 
Adelines singing group and worked with 
Primitive Frills in Sterling.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made 
to the family. Online condolences may be left 
at www.merrittfh.com.

OBITUARIES

MENDOTA – On the longest day of the 
year, everyone is invited to remember those 
for whom this year’s Christmas might not be a 
celebration at an Ecumenical Blue Christmas 
Worship on Wednesday, Dec. 21 at 6:30 p.m. 
at First United Methodist Church in Mendota.

Whether it’s because of a death or 

a broken relationship or a disease that 
threatens to turn a family’s life upside 
down, not every Christmas is always as 
joy-filled as it could be. If you have friends 
or relatives for whom this special service 
will hold comfort, feel free to invite them. 
The doors are open to all.

Blue Christmas Worship set for Dec. 21

Mary A. Meyers
MENDOTA – 

Mary Alice (Thom-
as) Meyers, 86, of 
Mendota, passed 
away unexpected-
ly Thursday, Nov. 
24, 2022, at OSF 
Saint Paul Medical 
Center, Mendota, 
surrounded by her 
loving family. 

At her request, 
no services will be held and cremation rites 
have been accorded. Merritt Funeral Home, 
Mendota, is assisting the family. 

Mary was born Aug. 26, 1936, to Ed and 
Lula Thomas in Romine Township. She 

married Rick Meyers on Nov. 1, 1974. 
She is survived by her husband Rick 

Meyers of Mendota; five sons, Ed (Es-
telle) of Mt. Morris, Steve (Kim) of 
Compton, Walt (Linda) and Bill (Renee), 
both of Mendota, and Jason (Kay) of 
Oglesby; numerous grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren; and many nieces 
and nephews. 

She was preceded in death by her parents 
and two brothers, Eugene and Estel. 

Mary retired from Del Monte Corp. after 
25 years of service. She was a member and 
attended the Kingdom Hall in Mendota and 
Peru. 

Memorials may be directed to the family. 
Online condolences may be left at www.
merritth.com.

OBITUARIES
Wayne L. Schultz

MENDOTA – 
Wayne L. Schultz, 
87, of Mendota, 
passed away Nov. 
23, 2022 in his home 
with his family by 
his side.

Visitation will be 
Thursday, Dec. 1, 
2022, from 5-7 p.m. 
at Wasmer Funeral 
Home, Mendota. 
Cremation rites have been accorded. Burial 
will be private.

Wayne was born April 3, 1935 in Peru to 
Vincent “Packy” and Marian (Stuart) Schul-
tz. He graduated LaSalle-Peru High School 
in 1953. Wayne married Virginia Smith 
on March 30, 1962 at St. John’s Lutheran 
Church in Peru.

Wayne will be dearly missed by his seven 
sons, Jeffrey (Linda) Wobrock of Peru, Wil-
liam (Kathy) Wobrock of Wenona Lake, Ind., 
Kevin Wobrock of West Chicago, Patrick 
(Janet) Schultz of Madison, Ga., Michael 
Schultz of Independence, Mo., Christopher 

(Pam) Schultz of Oakland, Tenn., Timothy 
(Rhonda) Schultz of DeKalb; 20 grandchil-
dren; 19 great-grandchildren; sister Kay 
(Arthur) Giese of Peru; and companion Karol 
Hetrick of Mendota.

He is preceded in death by his parents; wife 
Virginia on Dec. 16, 2012; great-grandchild 
Alex Heagy; brother Keith in infancy; and 
sister Gwen Kubera.

Wayne joined the United States Marine 
Corps in 1960 until 1965 leaving as an E5 
sergeant. He graduated from the University 
of Illinois in 1960. He worked at Westclox 
for 17 years from 1953 to 1975. In 1975, he 
started the Wayne Schultz Insurance agency 
and sold the business in 2000 to the First 
State Bank of Mendota. For several years he 
worked with First State Insurance. 

Wayne was very active in the community, 
belonging to the Mendota Elks Lodge #1212, 
the Mendota Golf Club and with the Mendota 
Lions Club for 30 plus years, serving on many 
committees and as Past President.

Memorials may be directed to the Mendota 
Golf Club or Mendota Lions Club. Condo-
lences may be left at wasmerfuneralhome.
com.
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Looking for a truly 
“Mendota” gift?

Mendota Area Chamber Gift Certificates!
Mendota Shops offer a large and varied array of gift giving ideas for everyone on 

your Christmas List. Puzzled? Wondering what to get those hard to buy for relatives, 
friends and fellow employees? How about Mendota Area Chamber Gift Certificates! 

They can be made for any denomination and they are always the right size and 
color! The Certificates may be purchased at the Chamber office.

Mendota Area Chamber of Commerce
Gift Certificate
No Expiration Date

Mrs. Jane Doe
Fifteen and 00/100..................Dollars
Presented by The Johnson Family

Date, Dec. 1, 2022
$15.00

Signature:_____________________
MGG2022

AvAilAble StArting 
november 19th

PICK A NAME OFF 
THE TREE!

After shopping for that special child, the gift may 
be taken to Eureka Savings Bank by 4 p.m., on 

Friday, Dec. 9 You may call ahead or go through 
the drive-up to let them know you are dropping 

off a gift. Financial support is also being accept-
ed and may be dropped off at the  

Chamber office in December. For more  
information, call the Mendota Chamber of  

Commerce at 815-539-6507.

“Christmas Elves” with names and ages 
of needy children will be available start-
ing Nov. 19th, at Eureka Savings Bank, 
First State Bank, Financial Plus Credit 
Union, First Federal Savings Bank, and 
First State Bank Plaza North.

11
14

20
22

What ’s On Your Wishlist ?

HIGHWAY 52 
SUBLETTE, IL

(815) 849-5232 • 1-800-227-5203
www.vaessenbrothers.com

Stop By Our Dealership To See Our Selection  
of New and Used Chevrolets!

G
G

10
31

20
22

Great Holiday Gifts!
Gift Cards To Your Favorite 

Retailers & Restaurants

1102 Meriden St., Mendota

815-539-9341

M
G

G
20

17

SPORTs N -STUFF
43RD ANNIVERSARY SALE

Nov. 30 - Dec. 3
43% OFF  
1 Single Item  

Hours: 8 am - 4 pm,  
Dec. 3rd - 8 am - 1 pm

804 WASHINGTON ST - (815)539-6354

11
28

20
22 Follow us on Facebook for updates  -  Free Admission

Contact Amanda Lambert at  815-526-2755 for information

Come and shop Leland’s annual vendor event  

Christmas In The Village 
Dece. 10th 
9am-5pm at 

Leland School

Over 25 
vendors!

804 WASHINGTON ST - (815)539-6354

December 5th - 16th
1/2 Price

In Stock Adult & Youth

Plain Crewneck &  
Hooded Sweatshirts

11
30

20
22

Free Gift Wrapping with Purchase!

SPORTS- N -STUFF
Hours: 8am to 4pm M-F

Old Fashioned
English Toffee

20% off sale on all retail 
including Matrix, Hempz 
and all tanning products! 

J.C.’s
HEADQUARTERS

810 Washington • Mendota 

 815-538-5171

M
G
G
20
22

We welcome our new stylist  
Martha Delao! She will be available 

for appointments or walk ins 
starting Saturday, December 3rd.

Now Available @
J.C.’s Headquarters!

(Sale applies Nov. 30th - Dec. 10th)
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THE BACK PAGE

Don’t miss an issue. 
Subscribe today.

Call 815-539-9396 or
stop by 703 Illinois Ave.

11162022

Shop  
Local & WIN!

Nov. 21 is the kickoff date for the Mendota Chamber’s 2022 12 Days of Giving Christmas Shop Local Promotion. The 12 Days of Giving will 
begin on Nov. 21 at participating businesses.
For every $10 spent in a participating business, you will receive one sticker. In order to qualify for the 12 Days of Giving prizes, you must turn in 
a full card and each card must have stickers from at least FIVE OF THE PARTICIPATING BUSINESSES.
Double Stickers will be handed out during the Mendota Christmas event on Saturday, Dec. 3. Be sure to stop by the Mendota Chamber 
information booth downtown during the event for a special Mendota Chamber Shop Local Sticker.
Bring in your full cards to the Mendota Chamber Office at 800 Washington St., starting Nov. 21. You may also drop off your full card in the city’s 
drop box on Illinois Avenue.
The 12 Days of Giving drawings will begin on Dec. 9 and be held every day, except Sundays, through Dec. 22. There will be 1 winner each day. 
The daily prizes will include merchandise and gift cards from our participating businesses.
On Dec. 22, the Chamber will draw for the grand prize. All daily winners will be added back into the Dec. 22 drawing. The Grand Prize will 
include merchandise and gift cards from our participating businesses.

4M Graphix
Advanced Auto Parts
Anderson Mosshart
ARS Auto Repair Specialists
August Hill Winery  & Illinois Sparkling Co.
Beck’s BP Rt. 251
Casey’s General Store
Cindy’s on 34
CVS/pharmacy
De La O’s
Dirty Dawgs
Ekana Nursury 

El Zarape
Expressions
Floralcrest Inc.
JC’s Headquarters
Lakeside Liquors
Little Jo’s
Lube Cube Plus
Main Street Station
Maxie Salon
McDonalds
Mauch Carpentry
Mendota Area Y
Mendota Elks Lodge
Mendota Moose Family Center
Mendota Pet Salon
Mendota Shell

Mendota Sport Shop
Moore Tires
Nightengales 
OSF Gift Shop
Painting Party with Lucy
Parkway Restaurant
Pizza’s by Marchelloni
Pohl’s Office Supply
Purpose Nutrition
Quest
Road Ranger
Rosati’s Pizza Pub
Smooth Smoke and Vapor
Specialty Body & Paint
Walter Bros. Plumbing, Heating, & Cooling
Sports-N-Stuff

Stephenitch Do It Best Hardware
Studio 5100
Subway
Sullivan Ace Hardward
Sullivan’s Foods
Taco Madre
Tacos Guzman
The Chalet Sports Bar 
The Mendota Reporter
Triple Service Plumbing, Heating, & Cooling
Uncle Joes Gaming
Walter Bros. Plumbing, Heating, & Cooling
Ziggie’s Family Restaurant

12 Days 
of Giving

WANTED!
CLASSIC CARS .... TOP $$$$

Mercedes, Porsche, Jaguar, Corvettes, Vintage Cars, 
Foreign & Domestic, Restored & Unrestored,  

Hot Rods, Mopars & Vintage Motorcycles

Call Jim at 630-201-8122 01
19

20
22

Riley Klein

Our Family Protecting Your Family

LET ME HELP YOU  
PROTECT YOUR FUTURE.

Rt. 251• Mendota
(815) 539-5985
Open 6 Days A Week
Sun-Wed. 11am-8pm
Friday & Sat. 11 am-9pm
Joe & Ana ArteagaReservations Accepted

We do catering for all occasions!
Call or stop by for all the details.

BANQUET ROOM AVAILABLE
Perfect for parties, weddings, birthdays 

or any gathering.

Sunday & Wednesday 
Special: 1/4 Fried  
Chicken with coleslaw 
and French fries

Monday & Wednesday: 
$5 margaritas!

$8

OPENING SOON
Paleteria y Neveria
La esquinita de Oro

“Ice Cream Shop”

1206 6th Avenue, Mendota

Homemade
Lots of Flavors
Open Year-Round
Carry Out Only

11
14

20
22

SPRINGFIELD - The Office of the 
State Fire Marshal warns residents 
across the state to pay special attention 
to the distinct signals sent by carbon 
monoxide alarms when their life has 
expired. Frequently, people may be-
lieve that a beep coming out of their 
CO means it’s 
time for a bat-
tery change, 
when in fact it 
means that the 
device needs 
to be replaced.

“It is ex-
tremely im-
portant to pay attention to the different 
beeps that come out of a dead CO 
alarm. We want to ensure that our 
residents understand the difference 
in order to take immediate action and 
prevent a tragedy,” said a spokes-
person from the Illinois State Fire 
Marshal’s office. “Carbon monoxide 
is known as the silent killer. The re-
placement of dead carbon monoxide 
detectors is also a life saver.”

Since January 2007, it has been 
an Illinois law to have a properly 
functioning CO alarm in all dwell-
ing units. The law requires that 
detectors must have battery power 
as the primary or secondary power 
supply. They cannot be solely elec-
tric powered. Many carbon monox-
ide detectors now in service were 
made prior to the incorporation of 
the new requirements and may not 
have an end-of-life signal.

Carbon monoxide is the number 
one cause of poisoning deaths in 
the nation, claiming approximately 
300 lives a year, according to the 
National Fire Protection Associ-
ation (NFPA). Because CO is an 
odorless, colorless, tasteless gas, it 
can kill people before they realize 
its presence. It can be produced 
by gas or oil appliances such as 
furnaces, clothes dryers, water 
heaters, ovens, space heaters or, 
in some cases, by fireplaces and 
wood-burning stoves.

OSFM advises consumers that if 
their CO alarms were manufactured 
before August 2009, prior to the incor-
poration of the new requirements, they 
may not have the end-of-life feature. 
In addition, residents who have a car-
bon monoxide detector installed for 
more than three years should look for 
the manufacturing date, which may 
be found on the outside back of the 
alarm or visit the company’s website 
for further information. If none can be 
found, the device should be replaced 
without any hesitation.

Carbon monoxide alarms should 
be tested every month by pushing 
the test button. If the alarm goes off, 
follow the basic steps:

• If your CO detector activates, 
evacuate everyone from your home 
immediately leaving the door open 
for ventilation on your way out and 
then call 911.

• Do not re-enter until experts have 
investigated the problem and declared 

it safe to return.
Other important tips:
• Ensure that household appliances 

are installed and running correctly. 
Have a professional technician check 
fuel-burning appliances, furnaces, 
chimneys and vents at least annually 
for blockages, corrosion, debris and 
faulty connections.

• Check appliances in the home that 
use natural gas, oil, wood and kero-
sene such as water heaters, clothes 
dryers, ranges, ovens, gas-powered 
refrigerators and pilot lights.

• Never operate unvented fu-
el-burning appliances in a room with 
closed doors or windows or in rooms 
where people are sleeping.

• Check venting systems to the 
outside for cracks and blockages such 
as flues, chimneys and fireplaces.

• Make sure space heaters are 
vented properly.

• Never operate generators indoors.
• Never burn charcoal inside a 

home, garage, vehicle or tent.
• Never use gasoline-powered 

tools and engines indoors.
• Never use gas-powered applianc-

es such as an oven or clothes dryer 
for heating a home.

• Never leave a car running in an 
attached garage, even if the garage 
door is open.

For additional information about 
carbon monoxide poisoning, visit the 
OSFM webpage at www.sfm.illinois.
gov or the National Fire Protection 
Association.

Make sure CO detectors are in working order
TWO-VEHICLE

ACCIDENT
A two-vehicle accident 

occurred at the intersection 
of 13th Avenue and U.S. 52 
at 6:51 p.m. Nov. 25. 

The Mendota Police De-
partment investigated the 
crash and determined that 
the at-fault driver has been 
identified as Gary A. Ten 
Hoven, 62, of Romeoville. 
He and his front-seat pas-
senger sustained serious but 
non-life-threatening injuries. 
Ten Hoven was transferred 
to Rockford Memorial Hos-
pital.

Michael P. Stumreiter, 44, 
of 223 Wheeler St., Paw Paw, 
was the driver of the second 
vehicle. Sheri M. Stumreiter, 
42, of 223 Wheeler St., Paw 
Paw, was a front-seat pas-
senger and a female juvenile 
was sitting in the back seat. 
All three occupants were 
evaluated for injuries at OSF 
Saint Paul Medical Center in 
Mendota. Sheri Stumreiter 
was later transferred to OSF 
Saint Francis Medical Center 
in Peoria.

Enforcement action is 
pending until the conclusion 
of the investigation.

POLICE BLOTTER
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NAME:                

AGE:                

ADDRESS:               

PHONE:              

All children 10 years old & younger are invited to color 
the Christmas scene shown here & submit to The Mendota 

Reporter for a chance to win fabulous prizes. 

Entries must be received at our office, 703 Illinois Ave., 
Mendota. Entries must be received by Dec. 15, 2022. 

Winners will be notified.

Prizes awarded for: 
1st Place 
2nd Place 
3rd Place

Must be 10 or younger to enter.

Thanks to these fine sponsors for making this  
Coloring Contest possible. Happy Holidays!

Mendota Area YMCA
1811 S. 13th Ave • Mendota •  815-539-9346

Financial Plus Credit Union
1905 13th Ave. • Mendota • 815-539-3444

Member NCUA-ESI

Vaessen Bros. Chevrolet, Inc.
Hwy 52 • Sublette

815-849-5232 or 800-227-5203

Specialty Body & Paint
1503 W. Washington St. • Mendota

815-539-7801

Sullivans Foods
1102 Meriden St. • Mendota • 815-539-9341

McDonald’s
2701 12th St. • 1503 13th Ave. • Mendota

Pohl’s Office Supply
809 Washington St. • Mendota • 815-538-5741

City of Mendota
800 Washington St. • Mendota • 815-539-7459

Mendota Elks Lodge #1212
707 Indiana Ave. • Mendota • 815-538-3557

First Federal Savings Bank
1205 Washington St. • Mendota • 815-539-6757

Member FDIC

Triple Service Plumbing, 
Heating, Cooling & Electric

801 Monroe St. • Mendota • 815-539-3828

First State Bank  
of Van Orin

200 N Main St. • 815-638-2111
Member FDIC

Malden Banking Center
302 W. Main St. • 815-643-2121

Member FDIC

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 6th St. • Mendota • 815-539-9311

Homestead Realty
1316 Lakewood Dr. • Mendota • 815-539-3811

Meyers Furniture
1901 S St. Hwy. 251 •  Mendota • 815-539-6263

Carriage House Electric 
105 12th St.  • Mendota • 815-538-5598

Mendota Area  
Senior Services

1901 Tom Merwin Drive • Mendota
815-539-7700

First State Bank
706 Washington St. and  

1403 13th Ave. • Mendota • 800.362.9623
Member FDIC

Mendota Child  
Development Center

1304 Division St. • Mendota
815-538-3333
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MARQUETTE 53, MENDOTA 23
Mendota (23)

 FG FT Reb TP
Jenner 5 1-2 2 13
Zinke 0 1-2 3 1
Sondgeroth 0 0-0 2 0
Schultz 0 1-2 1 1
Wasmer 0 0-0 6 0
Gonzalez 2 0-0 4 5
Garcia 1 1-2 7 3
Totals 8 4-8 25 23

Ottawa Marquette (53)
 FG FT Fls TP
Craig 8 1-2 1 17
McCallum 3 0-0 1 6
Backos 5 0-0 0 10
Dursaw 4 1-1 2 9
Larson 2 0-2 1 4
M. Nelson 1 0-0 1 2
K. Nelson 1 0-0 5 3
Cucitra 0 0-0 1 0
K. Rick 0 2-2 2 2
Totals 24 4-7 14 53

SCORE BY QUARTERS
Mendota 0 11 21 23
Marquette 13 30 51 53
Three-point goals: Mendota - Jenner 
2, Gonzalez 1; Marquette - K. Nelson 1

HALL 52, MENDOTA 46
Mendota (46)

 FG FT Fls TP
C. Strouss 2 0-1 4 6
Guzman 3 0-1 2 7
Romero 5 2-6 5 12
Nanez 4 7-7 1 16
R. Strouss 1 2-2 3 5
Tillman 0 0-2 0 0
Totals 15 11-19 15 46

Hall (52)
 FG FT Fls TP
Resetich 8 9-11 1 25
Pecher 4 0-0 1 12
Bryant 0 1-2 3 1
Meagher 0 0-0 1 0
Dye 2 2-3 2 7
Plym 0 0-0 1 0
Curran 2 0-0 3 5
Smith 1 0-0 2 2
Galetti 0 0-0 3 0
Totals 17 12-16 17 52

SCORE BY QUARTERS
Mendota 17 25 38 46
Hall 10 19 31 52
Three-point goals: Mendota - C. Strouss 
2, Guzman 1, Nanez 1, R, Strouss 1; 
Hall - Pecher 4, Curran 1, Dye 1

MENDOTA 66, SOMONAUK 65
Mendota (66)

 FG FT Fls TP
C. Strouss 5 0-0 1 15
Guzman 2 1-4 3 6
Romero 6 1-4 5 13
Nanez 6 0-1 2 14
R. Strouss 1 0-0 3 2
Stamberger 0 0-0 1 0
Aughenbaugh 8 0-1 2 16
Dewey 0 0-0 1 0
Totals 28 2-10 18 66

Somonauk (65)
 FG FT Fls TP
Bahrey 6 4-5 2 19
Sexton 2 0-0 1 5
Haag 2 0-0 0 6
Hannibal 1 0-0 2 2
Eade 6 7-8 5 20
Wilkinson 0 0-0 2 0
Resendez 3 1-2 1 9
Johnson 1 1-2 1 4
Totals 21 13-17 14 65

SCORE BY QUARTERS
Mendota 12 23 49 66
Somonauk 15 25 44 65
Three-point goals: Mendota - C. 
Strouss 5, Guzman 1, Nanez 2; So-
monauk - Bahrey 3, Sexton 1, Haag 
2, Resendez 2, Johnson 1, Eade 1

SENECA 70, MENDOTA 42
Mendota (42)

 FG FT Fls TP
C. Strouss 1 0-2 3 2
Guzman 0 0-1 0 0
Romero 1 1-3 2 3
Nanez 7 0-0 2 21
R. Strouss 2 1-2 2 5
Stamberger 0 0-0 1 0
Baird 1 0-0 0 3
Aughenbaugh 3 0-0 4 8
Totals 15 2-8 14 42

Seneca (70)
 FG FT Fls TP
Daggett 2 0-0 1 4
Degrash 0 0-2 1 0
Klinker 1 1-4 3 3
Ellis 3 0-0 2 7
Gertz 9 7-9 0 28
Maierhofer 7 0-0 4 14
Provance 5 3-6 2 13
Siegel 0 1-2 0 1
Lucas 0 0-0 1 0
Totals 27 12-23 14 70

SCORE BY QUARTERS
Mendota 10 18 37 42
Seneca 25 37 55 70
Three-point goals: Mendota - Nanez 
7, Aughenbaugh 2, Baird 1; Seneca 
- Ellis 1, Gertz 3

MENDOTA 48, HERSCHER 36
Mendota (48)

 FG FT Fls TP
C. Strouss 3 0-0 1 8
Guzman 3 2-3 2 10
Romero 8 0-2 0 16
Nanez 3 0-1 1 7
R. Strouss 2 1-1 4 5
Aughenbaugh 1 0-0 0 2
Totals 20 3-7 8 48

Herscher (36)
 FG FT Fls TP
Wenzelman 3 1-2 2 8
Holt 0 0-0 4 0
Ritsema 2 1-2 4 6
Coutant 1 0-0 1 3
Fowler 2 0-0 1 4
Jones 6 0-0 0 15
Totals 14 2-4 14 36

SCORE BY QUARTERS
Mendota 18 27 37 48
Herscher 7 16 27 36
Three-point goals: Mendota - C. 
Strouss 2, Guzman 2, Nanez 1; 
Herscher - Wenzelman 1, Ritsema 
1, Coutant 1, Jones 3

BUREAU V. 43, MENDOTA 37
Bureau Valley (43)

 FG FT Fls TP
Maynard 1 0-0 1 2
Neuhalfen 1 0-0 2 2
Salisbury 7 2-4 0 16
Stolter 4 7-11 3 17
Wasilewski 1 1-4 3 3
Cady 1 1-1 4 3
Birkey 0 0-0 1 0
Totals 15 11-20 14 43

Mendota (37)
 FG FT Reb TP
Jenner 4 4-9 2 12
Zinke 0 0-0 1 0
Wasmer 1 0-1 2 2
Brant 1 2-10 8 4
Gonzalez 4 0-0 10 8
Garcia 5 1-2 7 11
Totals 15 7-22 30 37

SCORE BY QUARTERS
Bureau Valley 11 22 32 43
Mendota 8 18 26 37
Three-point goals: Bureau Valley 
- Stolter 2

SENECA – Mendota’s sophomore boys’ 
basketball team won three straight games to 
capture first place in the Seneca Tournament 
held Nov. 25-26.

The Trojans opened with a 48-24 triumph 
over Newark. Alex Beetz led the scoring with 
13 points, followed by Domenic Richey with 
10 and Dane Doyle with eight.

Mendota rolled over Seneca, 51-27 in 

game two. Aden Tillman pumped in seven 
three-pointers on his way to a 24-point ex-
plosion. He hit five of his treys in the first 
period. Doyle chipped in with 11 markers.

Hall and Mendota met for the champi-
onship with the Trojans coming out on top, 
40-34. Cam Kelly pumped in 15 points with 
four three-pointers, while Tillman also hit four 
treys and finished with 14 tallies.

Mendota’s sophomore boys’ basketball team took first place in the Seneca Tournament. 
Front row, left to right, are Cam Escatel, Domenic Richey, Logan Martin, Alex Beetz 
and Evan McPheeters. Back row, head coach Evan Carroll, Dane Hiner, David Casas, 
Dane Doyle, Cam Kelly, Braiden Freeman, Aden Tillman and assistant coach Drake 
O’Donnell. (Photo contributed)

Trojan sophomores win 3 straight
to claim Seneca Tourney crown

SENECA – Mendota 
won two of four games and 
finished in fifth place in the 
Seneca Thanksgiving Tour-
nament.

The Trojans started with a 
52-46 loss to Hall on Nov. 22.

Mendota led 25-19 at the 
half and 38-31 after three 
quarters, but Hall came back 
to outscore the Trojans, 21-8, 
in the fourth frame to pull 
out the win.

Izaiah Nanez (16) and Ra-
fael Romero (12) hit double 
digits in scoring for Mendota.

***
Mendota held off So-

monauk in round two, 66-65, 
on Nov. 23.

The Trojans trailed 25-23 
at intermission, but poured 
in 26 third-quarter points to 
grab a 49-44 lead heading to 
the final frame.

Mendota had a balanced 
scoring attack, led by Owen 
Aughenbaugh with 16 
points. Cale Strouss fired 
in five three-pointers for 15 
points, while Nanez had 14 
and Romero added 13.

***
Seneca cruised past the 

Trojans, 70-42, on Nov. 25.
The host school sprinted 

out to a 25-10 advantage after 
the opening stanza and led 
37-18 at the break.

Nanez paced Mendota 
with 21 points, hitting seven 
shots from three-point range. 
Aughenbaugh dropped in 
eight points.

***
Mendota won the fifth-

place game over Herscher, 
48-36, on Nov. 26.

The Trojans were in 

Trojans take 5th in Seneca Tourney

control from the opening tip, 
taking an 18-7 lead after one 
period and owning a 27-16 
margin at intermission.

Romero led the way with 
16 points, followed by Isaac 

Guzman with 10 and Cale 
Strouss with eight.

Mendota could never re-
cover from a slow start and 
dropped a 53-23 decision to 
Ottawa Marquette in varsity 
girls’ basketball action on 
Nov. 22 at Ottawa.

Marquette outscored the 
Lady Trojans, 13-0, in the 
first quarter and then 17-11 
in the second period to take 
a 30-11 halftime lead.

Katie Jenner scored 13 of 
Mendota’s 23 points, while 
Cassie Gonzalez chipped 
in with five markers and 
three steals. Naitzy Garcia 
topped the team with seven 
rebounds.

The Lady Trojans played 
without two starters, Reanna 
Brant and Karly Reel.

“Another game that I truly 
believe having those two 
girls (Brant and Reel) makes 
this a much different out-
come,” said Mendota coach 
John Hansen. “I’m proud of 
the way we competed in the 
second half.”

***
Mendota and Bureau 

Valley battled in the Three 
Rivers Conference opener 
and the Storm came out on 

MHS girls fall in conference opener
top, 43-37, on Nov. 28 at the 
MHS gym.

The Lady Trojans fell be-
hind 11-8 after the first frame 
and trailed 22-18 at the break. 
Bureau Valley outscored 
Mendota by a deuce in the 
second half.

“It was a disappointing 
loss because of why we lost,” 
said Hansen. “We played our 
butts off and did a lot of great 
things at both ends, but let 
ourselves down by missing 

free throws and giving up 
rebounds.”

Mendota (1-5, 0-1) con-
verted on just seven of 22 
free throws.

Jenner topped the Lady 
Trojans with 12 points, five 
steals and three assists. Gar-
cia dropped in 11 points and 
had seven rebounds, while 
Gonzalez scored eight points 
and snared 10 boards.

Nov. 19 @ Rockford Guilford Survivor Tournament
(varsity boys)
Mendota 8th out of 22 teams.
Mendota scores: Landon Bauer 247, 225, 235, 247, 248 – 
1202; Alex Holland 192, 202, 192, 167, 208 – 961; Paxton 
Bauer 201, 191, 215, 171, 140 – 918; Kooper Novak 142, 
130, 182, 173, 153 – 780; Clay Buffington 178, 152, 137, 
192, 197 – 856
Landon Bauer 6th place overall. Team MVP.
(junior varsity boys)
Mendota 11th out of 18 teams.
Mendota scores: Caeleb Ensor 145, 110, 138, 146, 141 – 680; 
Logan Wujek 73, 156, 128, 137 – 494; Trekker Klema 109, 
115, 132, 198 – 554; Josh Sondgeroth 156, 120, 119, 113, 
90 – 598; Wyatt Sondgeroth 115, 115, 127, 122, 93 – 572; 
Luis Nunez 97; Landon Lee 126
Ensor Team MVP.

Nov. 22 vs. Rochelle
(varsity boys)
Mendota 3414, Rochelle 3083
Mendota scores: Landon Bauer 232, 220, 268 – 720; Aiden 
Kent Tucker 200, 150, 191 – 541; Paxton Bauer 141, 206, 
183 – 530; Alex Holland 169, 237, 160 – 566; Kooper Novak 
174, 138, 172 – 482; Clay Buffington 210, 168, 197 – 575
(junior varsity boys)
Mendota 2337, Rochelle 2087
Mendota scores: BJ Bresley 133, 122, 144 – 399; Nick Sheridan 
125, 166, 146 – 437; Caeleb Ensor 122, 142, 105 – 369; Logan 
Wujek 115, 174, 156 – 445; Trekker Klema 128, 115, 105 – 
348; Wyatt Sondgeroth 95, 120 – 215; Josh Sondgeroth 124

Nov. 26 @ Oregon Quad
(varsity boys)
Mendota 2765, Abingdon 2336
Mendota 2641, West Central 1969
Landon Bauer 1239 series; Aiden Kent Tucker 1132 series
(varsity girls)
Abingdon 2155, Mendota 1764
West Central 1989, Mendota 1961
Karli Miars 897 series; Lauren Holland 805 series

Nov. 28 @ Streator
(varsity boys)
Mendota 2987, Streator 2553
Mendota scores: Kooper Novak 102, 194, 127 – 423; Alex 
Holland 163, 191, 180 – 534; Paxton Bauer 163, 168, 192 – 
523; BJ Bresley 135, 169, 173 – 477; Aiden Kent Tucker 192, 
176, 180 – 548; Clay Buffington 118, 190, 172 – 480

AMBOY – Mendo-
ta’s wrestlers opened 
the season by splitting a 
triangular meet at Amboy 
on Nov. 22.

The Trojans scored a 
42-35 victory over the 
host Clippers. There 
were only three actuals 
matches wrestled, with 
Mendota’s Jose Her-
mosillo picking up a 
pin win at 145 pounds. 
Forfeit wins for the Tro-
jans went to Cadance 
Thornton, Lea Turner, 
Julian Jordan, Payton 
Gagliardo, Reese Lane 
and Albert Harris.

St. Bede downed the 
Trojans, 45-24. Hermosil-
lo got another pin win for 
Mendota, as did Corbin 
Furar at 138 pounds. 
Forfeits went to Thornton 
and Gavin Evans.
Nov. 22 @ Amboy
Mendota 42, Amboy 35

106 – double forfeit; 
113 – Cadance Thornton 
(M) won forfeit; 120 – 
Blanton (A) won forfeit; 
126 – Montavon (A) won 
forfeit; 132 – Near (A) 
dec. Gavin Evans (M), 
14-0; 138 – McKendry (A) 
pinned Corbin Furar (M); 
145 – Jose Hermosillo 
(M) pinned Doege (A); 
152 – Lea Turner (M) 
won forfeit; 160 – Julian 
Jordan (M) won forfeit; 
170 – Blanton (A) won 
forfeit; 182 – Payton 
Gagliardo (M) won for-
feit; 195 – Reese Lane 
(M) won forfeit; 220 – 
Beckham (A) won forfeit; 
285 – Albert Harris (M) 
won forfeit
St. Bede 45, Mendota 24

106 – double forfeit; 
113 – Thornton (M) won 
forfeit; 120 – double 
forfeit; 126 – Savage (SB) 
won forfeit; 132 – Evans 
(M) won forfeit; 138 – 
Furar (M) pinned Boggio 
(SB); 145 – Hermosillo 
(M) pinned Englehaupt 
(SB); 152 – Pineda (SB) 
pinned Ozzy Arteaga (M); 
160 – Maschman (SB) 
won forfeit; 170 – Gillan 
(SB) won forfeit; 182 – 
Connelly (SB) pinned 
Wyatt Ossman (M); 195 
– J. Migliorini (SB) pinned 
Lane (M); 220 – R. Mi-
gliorini (SB) won forfeit; 
285 – Shaw (SB) dec. 
Gabe Vallejo (M), 5-3.

Wrestlers
go 1-1 in
triangular

Mendota High School bowling

SPRINGFIELD – The second weekend of 
the 2022 firearm/muzzleloader deer hunting 
season in Illinois is approaching. The second 
firearm season is set for Dec. 1-4. A muzzle-
loader-only season will be Dec. 9-11.

Hunting hours are one-half hour before 
sunrise to one-half hour after sunset. Persons 
hunting deer must have their gun unloaded 
during hours when deer hunting is unlawful.

Recipients of deer firearm and muzzleload-
er permits shall record their signature on the 
permit prior to hunting and must carry it on 
their person while hunting. In addition to a 
permit, hunters must have a valid Illinois hunt-
ing, sportsmen, youth or apprentice license 
unless they are a person who is disabled and 
able to show proof of disability, an Illinois 
resident on active duty and on leave from the 
U.S. Armed Forces, or a landowner or tenant 
on farm lands, or the children, parents, broth-
ers and sisters permanently residing on such 
lands, and hunting only the lands resided on. 

Landowners/tenants are required to obtain a 
habitat stamp, unless exempt.

Successful deer hunters must register 
(report) their harvest by 10 p.m. on the same 
calendar day the deer was taken by calling 
the toll-free telephone check-in system at 
1-866-452-4325 or by accessing the online 
check-in system at www.exploremoreil.com/
wildlife/harvest.

For more information, visit www.dnr.
illinois.gov and refer to the Illinois Digest 
of Hunting & Trapping Regulations.

Nov. 21 @ Sandwich
(6th Grade)
“A” game
Sandwich 32, Northbrook 15
Scoring: Pryar Christmann 4
“B” game
Northbrook 15, Sandwich 7

Ashton-Franklin Center
Tournament
Nov. 21
LaMoille 56, West Carroll 46
Stats: Eli Keighin 19 points, 
14 rebounds; Brayden Klein 
11 points; Tyler Billhorn 10 
points
Nov. 22
AFC 70, LaMoille 48
Stats: Logan Dober 13 points; 
Billhorn 12 points
Nov. 25
LaMoille 49, Leland 23
Stats: Dober 14 points; 
Billhorn 13 points; Keighin 
10 points
Nov. 26
Polo 55, LaMoille 36
Stats: Dober 12 points; 
Keighin 12 points

LaMoille H.S.
boys’ hoops

Second firearm deer hunting season
in Illinois planned for December 1-4

SPRINGFIELD – 
Hunters in Illinois har-
vested a preliminary total 
of 52,354 deer during the 
first weekend of the Illi-
nois firearm deer season 
Nov. 18-20.

Comparatively, hunt-
ers took 48,964 deer 
during the first firearm 
weekend in 2021.

Illinois’ seven-day fire-
arm deer season will con-
clude Dec. 1-4. Other deer 
hunting opportunities in 
the weeks ahead include:

• Muzzleloader-only 
deer season Dec. 9-11

• Late-winter antler-
less-only and Chronic 
Wasting Disease deer 
seasons (in select counties 

only) Dec. 29-Jan. 1 and 
Jan.13-15

• Archery deer season 
continues through Jan. 15. 
(Note: archery deer hunt-
ing is closed Dec. 1-4 in 
counties open for firearm 
deer season.)

For more details about 
deer hunting, open coun-
ties and other informa-
tion, visit https://www2.
illinois.gov/dnr/hunting/
Pages/DeerHunting.aspx.

Deer harvest totals 
during the first weekend 
of the season for area 
counties are as follows:

Bureau – 609; DeKalb 
– 73; LaSalle – 427; Lee – 
314; Ogle – 356; Putnam 
– 228; Whiteside – 335.

Scoring: Conner Bloomfield 8
Nov. 28 vs. Oglesby Wash-
ington
(6th Grade)
Oglesby 36, Northbrook 20
Scoring: Illian Garcia 6, Se-
bastian Arteaga 6

Northbrook boys’ basketball

Deer harvest totals given
for first firearm season
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INSURANCE - ALL LINES

815-539-5651
Fax: 815-538-2614

715 Washington St.
P.O. Box 497

Mendota, IL 61342
email: fsi@mtco.com

Brad Piller
Loan Officer

NMLS#477895

706 Washington St.
Mendota, IL 61342

815.539.3834
Fax: 815.539.5426
firststatebank.biz

Cory Biers
Sr. Vice President

NMLS#477892

706 Washington St.• 1403 13th Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

815.539.3834
firststatebank.biz

FURAR’S 
BODY SHOP
P.O. Box 272
306 Plaza Drive
Mendota, IL 61342
Phone (815)539-6075

DAVID FURAR, Owner

1300 13th Avenue • Mendota, IL 61342
(815) 539-5656

www.eurekasavings.com
MEMBER
FDIC

HWY 251 SOUTH • MENDOTA • 815-539-6263

417 US-34 • Mendota  

(815)538-4800
Mon-Fri 8-4 • Sat 9-4 • Sun 11-3

Garden Center  
& Custom  

Landscape Design

1102 Meriden St., Mendota •  815-539-9341

815-539-3828
866-539-3828

Mendota • www.tripleserviceinc.com • IL Lic. #055-041123 www.MendotaMutual.com

See our 
webpage for 
a list of our 
agents in 

your area!

2112 W. Main St. • Mendota • 815-539-8500

BUSINESS CARD BULLETIN BOARD

• Tree Trimming
• Tree Removal

• Gutter Cleaning 
• Bush & Shrub Trimming

• Stump Grinding

• Fully insured •

815-503-9273
Snow Removal 

Driveways Only  — Commercial & Residential
09052022

TONY’S TREE SERVICE

Tobacco and More
We carry loose tobacco and flavored tobacco 
for hookahs, cigarettes, cigars, water pipes, 

e-cigs, vaporizers and e-juices.

1001 Main St. Mendota 
815-539-3499

Mon. - Sat. 8AM-8PM, Sun. 9AM-7PM

Smooth Smokes 
Vape Shop

12
27

20
21

WARNING: THIS PRODUCT CONTAINS NICOTINE. 
NICOTINE IS AN ADDICTIVE CHEMICAL.

BOWLING
Tuesday Night
Men’s League

Standings as of Nov. 15 
– 1. Black Bros. 27-17; 2. 
JJ&L Carpentry 22-22; 3. 
Team 2 21-23; 4. Age Old 
Organics 18-26

High team game (scratch) 
– JJ&L Carpentry 1043, 
Black Bros. 991, Team 2 975

High team game (hdcp) 
– JJ&L Carpentry 1183, 
Black Bros. 1131, Age Old 
Organics 1040

High team series (scratch) 
– JJ&L Carpentry 2950, 
Black Bros. 2867, Team 2 
2783

High team series (hdcp) 
– JJ&L Carpentry 3370, 
Black Bros. 3287, Age Old 
Organics 3072

High individual game 
(scratch) – Luke Ross 278, 
Randy Weathers 269, Kirk 
Ross 268

High individual series 
(scratch) – Luke Ross 717, 
Kirk Ross 689, Randy 
Weathers 676

Wednesday Night
Men’s League

Standings as of Nov. 16 
– 1. First State Bank 26.5-
17.5; 2. Boelk Truck Lines 
23.5-20.5; 3. O’Donnell Ex-
cavating 21-23; 4. Mendota 
Monument 17-27

High team game (scratch) 
– First State Bank 1012, 
Mendota Monument 984, 
O’Donnell Excavating 907

High team game (hdcp) 
– First State Bank 1121, 
O’Donnell  Excavating 
1096, Boelk Truck Lines 
1046

H i g h  t e a m  s e r i e s 
(scratch) – First State Bank 
2915, Mendota Monument 
2892, Boelk Truck Lines 
2643

High team series (hdcp) 
– First State Bank 3242, 
O’Donnell  Excavating 
3153, Boelk Truck Lines 
3096

High individual game 
(scratch) – Erik Schmitt 
268, Drake O’Donnell 258, 

Adam Martin 249
High individual series 

(scratch) – Erik Schmitt 
755, Drake O’Donnell 707, 
Tyler Schmitt 662

Elks 4
Youth League

Standings as of Nov. 17 
– 1. Team 2 13-3; 2. Team 
5 11-5; 3. Team 4 8-8; 4. 
Team 3 5-11; 5. Team 1 3-13

High team game (scratch) 
– Team 3 269, Team 5 235, 
Team 2 186

High team game (hdcp) 
– Team 3 632, Team 5 629, 
Team 2 599

H i g h  t e a m  s e r i e s 
(scratch) – Team 3 764, 
Team 5 677, Team 2 511

High team series (hdcp) 
– Team 5 1859, Team 3 
1853, Team 2 1750

B o y s ’ h i g h  g a m e 
(scratch) – Parker Ramer 
102, Kaden Young 86, Jaxen 
Daley 85

Boys’ high game (hdcp) 
– Aaron Manion 220, Bent-
ley Bejster 219, Kade 
Young 218

B o y s ’ h i g h  s e r i e s 
(scratch) – Parker Ramer 
293, Kaden Young 237, 
Bentley Bejster 215

Boys’ high series (hdcp) 
– Bentley Bejster 635, 
Kaden Young 633, Billy 
Bromenschenkel 627

Girls’ high game (scratch) 
– Brooklyn Mauch 62

Girls’ high game (hdcp) 
– Brooklyn Mauch 217

G i r l s ’ h i g h  s e r i e s 
(scratch) – Brooklyn Mauch 
169

Girls’ high series (hdcp) 
– Brooklyn Mauch 634

Elks 6
Youth League

Standings as of Nov. 17 
– 1. Team 1 6-10; 2. Team 2 
4-12; 3. Team 3 4-12

Boys’ high game (scratch) 
– Oliver Turner 147

Boys’ high game (hdcp) 
– Oliver Turner 235

B o y s ’ h i g h  s e r i e s 
(scratch) – Oliver Turner 

405
Boys’ high series (hdcp) 

– Oliver Turner 669
Girls’ high game (scratch) 

– Ashlynn Martin 97
Girls’ high game (hdcp) 

– Ashlynn Martin 217
Girls’ high series (scratch) 

– Ashlynn Martin 206
Girls’ high series (hdcp) 

– Ashlynn Martin 566

Monday Night
Mixed League

Standings as of Nov. 21 
– 1. Split Happens 37-13; 2. 
CM Farm 29-21; 3. Sports-
N-Stuff 25-25; 4. Bad Kats 
24-26; 5. Leagal Beagles 
18-32; 6. Ramer Inc. 17-33

High team game (scratch) 
– Split Happens 736, Sports-
N-Stuff 632, Leagal Beagles 
614

High team game (hdcp) 
– Split Happens 971, CM 
Farm 949, Sports-N-Stuff 
918

H i g h  t e a m  s e r i e s 
(scratch) – Split Happens 
2107, Sports-N-Stuff 1868, 
Leagal Beagle 1813

High team series (hdcp) 
– Split Happens 2812, CM 

Farm 2743, Sports-N-Stuff 
2726

M e n ’s  h i g h  g a m e 
(scratch) – Matt Ramer 248, 
Tyler Schmitt 246, Mike 
Smith 206

Men’s high game (hdcp) 
– Matt Ramer 274, Tyler 
Schmitt 272, Brendan Ra-
mer 264

Men’s  h igh  se r i e s 
(scratch) – Matt Ramer 
707, Tyler Schmitt 668, Ron 
Westphal 568

Men’s high series (hdcp) 
– Matt Ramer 785, Tyler 
Schmitt 746, Brendan Ra-
mer 717

Women’s high game 
(scratch) – Jessica Robin-
son 214, Gail Sessler 179, 
Hannah Westphal 172

Women’s high game 
(hdcp) – Jessica Robinson 
278, Hannah Westphal 261, 
Gail Sessler 245

Women’s high series 
(scratch) – Jessica Robin-
son 626, Gail Sessler 494, 
Hannah Westphal 452

Women’s high series 
(hdcp) – Jessica Robinson 
818, Hannah Westphal 719, 
Brenda Westphal 700

SPRINGFIELD – The 
Illinois Department of Nat-
ural Resources (IDNR) is 
reminding deer hunters 
about locations where deer 
can be tested for chronic 
wasting disease (CWD) free 
of charge.

CWD is a fatal disease of 
the central nervous system 
in deer. Biologists track the 
distribution and intensity of 
CWD primarily through test-
ing of hunter-harvested deer.

Since 2002 when the first 
deer was diagnosed with 
CWD in Illinois, 150,970 
wild deer have been sampled 
statewide, and 1,383 individ-
ual deer have been found to 
be infected with CWD. The 
disease is predominantly 
found in the northern third 
of Illinois. 

Hunters can visit partic-
ipating vendors, including 
taxidermists and meat pro-
cessors, or drop deer heads 
at self-serve drop-off sites. 
A list of locations is avail-
able online at https://bit.ly/
ILCWDdropoff.

Locations also can be 
found on the Hunt Illinois 
app at https://huntillinois.

IDNR gives ‘22 chronic wasting disease 
sampling locations for deer hunters 

org/cwd-sampling or through 
an interactive map at https://
bit.ly/CWDdropoffmap.

Hunters in CWD counties 
are strongly encouraged 
to have their deer tested. 
Hunters who plan to have 
their deer mounted can have 
a cooperating taxidermist 
collect the sample; testing 
procedures will not damage 
the deer skull. Hunters not 
using a cooperating taxider-
mist can bring the caped-out 
head to an IDNR sample 
drop-off barrel location 
where available.

Firearm deer hunters 
in CWD counties can get a 
voluntary sample taken by 
a biologist when they bring 
harvested deer to mandato-
ry physical check stations 
during the firearm seasons. 
Hunters in non-CWD coun-
ties can use sample drop-off 
barrels or sampling vendors 
to have samples taken.

Hunters can view the 
results of their CWD tests 
by visiting https://bit.ly/
CWDtestresults. Hunters 
will be contacted by an IDNR 
wildlife biologist if their deer 
tests positive for CWD.
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ENTERTAINMENT

Bring In A Photo With A
Poem, Verse Or Message–or

just a verse or message
(No extra charge for photo)

You can run any size ad $650 
per column inch for Reporter 

OR Money Saver
$850 per column inch in BOTH

(See examples)
Call 815-539-9396 for 

more information

Happy 21st 
Birthday 
Michelle!

We love you!
Mom, Dad, 

Billie & Susie

CONGRATULATIONS!
on passing your State Exams

Carol Ann Smith, RN
Love, Joey

FUN 
ADS!

Put A Little Fun 
In Someone’s Life!

2 Column x 2”
$26 in Reporter
Or Money Saver

$34 To 
Run In Both

1 Column x 4”
$26 in Reporter Or  

Money Saver
$34 To Run In Both

Celebrity Extra
By Dana Jackson 

Q: Whatever happened to 
the actor who played “Napo-
leon Dynamite”? I haven’t 
seen him in years. -- U.R.

A: Jon Heder will prob-
ably always be linked to his 
cult-comedy character Na-
poleon Dynamite. The indie 
comedy has endured as a cult 
classic, inspiring Halloween 
costumes for almost two de-
cades since its premiere, but 
Heder has remained under 
the radar. After that success, 
he starred in silly comedy 
films “Blades of Glory” and 
“The Benchwarmers.” In 
recent years, Heder starred 
in the Thanksgiving film 
“Funny Thing About Love” 
and voiced the character of 
Tybalt in the new animated 
film “Pinocchio: A True 
Story.”

***
Q:  Is Will Smith’s career 

over after he lost his temper 
and hit Chris Rock at the 
Oscars? I know he’s been 
banned from the awards 
ceremony, but will anyone 
hire him as an actor again? 
-- B.W.

A: Academy-Award-win-
ning actor Will Smith has 
been banned from attending 
the Oscars for 10 years, but 
he can still be nominated 
for an award. He actually 

has several projects in the 
works, but we’ll see if movie 
audiences still accept him as 
these projects are rolled out. 
First up is “Emancipation,” 
which is based on a true story 
about a slave who escapes 
captivity during the Civil 
War. It will be available to 
watch on AppleTV+ start-
ing Dec. 9, a week after its 
theatrical release.

Smith will also team up 
with Martin Lawrence in 
“Bad Boys 4.” Just to give 
you an indication of how high 
the bar is for this one to be 
a hit, the third “Bad Boys” 
film, “Bad Boys for Life,” 
generated more than $400 
million at the box office in 
2020. Sony producer Tom 
Rothman said that despite 
Smith’s violent outburst 
earlier this year, the movie is 
still on track to begin filming 
in the near future.

***
Q: Whatever happened to 

Troy Landry from “Swamp 
People” and Duane and Beth 
Chapman from “Dog the 
Bounty Hunter”? -- S.W.

A: According to the His-
tory Channel’s biography 
on him, Troy Landry, other-
wise known as “King of the 
Swamp,” is one of the most 
“fearless alligator hunters 
in the bayou.” Along with 

his sons, Jacob and Chase, 
“the Landry gang runs an 
armada of boats each season 
to help control the gator 
population.”

Jacob recently addressed 
the status of his father’s 
whereabouts in a Facebook 
Live video, saying that Troy 
was on the road to recovery 
after having his prostate 
removed due to cancer, but 
that there would be a 14th 
season of “Swamp People” 
at some point.

As for Duane and Beth 
Chapman from “Dog the 
Bounty Hunter,” Duane was 
widowed after Beth passed 
away in 2019 from throat 
and lung cancer. The series 
ran from 2002 to 2012. He’s 
now married for the sixth 
time to widow Francie Frane, 
but he doesn’t currently have 
a reality show. The couple 
has been focusing on their 
charity group, The D.O.G. 
Foundation, which provides 
housing, counseling and life-
skills training to trafficking 
victims.

Send me your questions at 
NewCelebrityExtra@gmail.
com, or write me at KFWS, 
628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, 
FL 32803.

(c) 2022 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

• Trivia Test • Strange
But True

1. GEOGRAPHY: Which 
country is the most forested in 
the world?

2. HISTORY: When were 
tanks first introduced in war?

3. TELEVISION: What is 
the name of the Netflix sequel 
to the “Karate Kid” movies?

4. MUSIC: Which music 
prodigy was signed to a record 
deal at age 11?

5. ASTRONOMY: In which 
year will Halley’s Comet re-
appear?

6. LAW: Which justice 
served on the Supreme Court 
for the longest?

7. ANIMAL KINGDOM: 
What kind of dogs did President 
Obama’s family have in the 
White House?

8. FOOD & DRINK: Where 
did the first White Castle restau-
rant open?

9. ANATOMY: What is the 
rarest human blood type?

10. LITERATURE: What 
is Harry Potter’s middle name?

Answers
1. Russia.
2. 1916, Battle of the Somme.
3. “Cobra Kai.”
4. Stevie Wonder.
5. 2061.
6. William O. Douglas (36 

years).
7. Portuguese water dogs. 
8. Wichita, Kansas.
9. AB negative.
10. James.
(c) 2022 King Features 

Synd., Inc.

By Lucie Winborne 
* In the early 1990s, cy-

clists who doped at the Tour 
De France used so much 
erythropoietin that they had 
to exercise throughout the 
night to avoid having heart 
attacks in their sleep. 

* Pringles once tried to 
evade a hefty tax payment 
by claiming their product 
wasn’t potato chips.

* Do bears appreciate 
beauty like us humans? Some 
wildlife experts think so, as 
there have been many sight-
ings of the animals sitting at 
scenic points and staring out 
at vistas of mountains, rivers, 
etc. They appear to have no 
other purpose there than 
enjoying the view! 

* Humans are more likely 
to die at around 11 a.m. than 
any other time of day.

* Who needs Harry Pot-
ter? Not the city of Christ-
church in New Zealand. 
Until 2021, the city paid 
Ian Brackenbury Channell 
$16,000 a year to act as a 
state-appointed wizard. His 
duties? To perform “acts 
of wizardry and other wiz-
ard-like services” for two 
decades.

* In the first few centu-
ries of the Christian Era, 
controversy over whether 
or not Jesus was divine at 
birth created political and 
social unrest that frequently 
resulted in full-scale warfare.

* Some DVD copies of 
“Monty Python and the Holy 
Grail” include a subtitle track 
called “Subtitles for People 
Who Don’t Like the Film,” 
comprised of lines from 
Shakespeare’s “Henry IV 
Part 2” that vaguely match 
what the actors are saying.

***
Thought for the Day: 

“Few people know how to 
take a walk. The qualifica-
tions are endurance, plain 
clothes, old shoes, an eye 
for nature, good humor, 
vast curiosity, good speech, 
good silence and nothing 
too much.” -- Ralph Waldo 
Emerson

(c) 2022 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Hollywood
By Tony Rizzo

HOLLYWOOD -- Eric 
Roberts, Julia Roberts’ 
brother, was once an up-
and-coming 
lead actor. 
He received 
Oscar and 
G o l d e n 
Globe nom-
inations in 
1985  fo r 
“Runaway 
Train,” as 
well as Golden Globe nom-
inations for “King of the 
Gypsies” (1978) and “Star 
80” (1983). But he became a 
working actor, having acted 
in more than 515 films. Last 
year alone, he did 33 films 
and has 60 projects in the 
works for next year. But now, 
at 66, he’s landed a plum role 
playing Margot Robbie’s 
father in Oscar-winning “La 
La Land” director Damien 
Chazelle’s film, “Babylon,” 
which also stars Brad Pitt, 
arriving Dec. 23. We’d call 
it a comeback, but after 515 
films, Eric Roberts never 
went away! 

***
Warren Beatty now has a 

lawsuit brought upon him by 
a woman claiming he coerced 
her to have sex when she was 

14 and he was 35. The suit 
names “an actor nominated 
for an Academy Award in 
1967 for playing Clyde in 
‘Bonnie And Clyde.’” The 
woman alleges they met on 
the set, and he gave her his 
phone number instructing 
her to call. She maintains 
that they had sex on multiple 
occasions. A 2019 California 
law opened a three-year win-
dow to file claims of child 
abuse otherwise barred by the 
statute of limitations. She’s 
charging Beatty with sexual 
battery, sexual assault and 
sex with a minor.

***
On a happier note ... 

Godzilla turned 68 on Nov. 
3, which Toho Studios 
proclaimed globally as 
“Godzilla Day.” The first 
“Godzilla” was released in 
1954, and to widen its appeal 
for American audiences, 
Toho added Raymond Burr 
to the sequel “Godzilla, King 
of the Monsters!” in 1956 
as an on-camera reporter 
narrating the proceedings. 
A year later, Burr became 
Perry Mason for a decade. 

Thirty-one more Godzil-
la films followed this sequel. 
Toho is now preparing a 
33rd Godzilla film, and 

AppleTV+ is creating a 
Godzilla series.

***
Is Steven Spielberg 

changing his mind about 
making films for streaming 
platforms? He recently 
admitted, “The pandemic 
created an opportunity for 
streaming platforms to raise 
their subscription levels and 
also throw some of my film-
maker friends under the bus. 
... They were paid off, and 
their films were suddenly 
relegated to, in this case, 
HBO Max. ... And then ev-
erything started to change.” 
He claims that audiences 
who end up making the trek 
to theaters tend to feel the 
trip was worthwhile.

However, he used his 
film “The Post” (2017), 
which starred Tom Hanks 
and Meryl Streep and earned 
six Oscar nominations, as an 
example of a film that could 
have benefited from being 
a streaming-only release: 
“The film had something to 
say to millions of people, 
and we were never going 
to get those millions into 
enough theaters to make a 
difference.”

(c) 2022 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Roberts

Couch Theater
“Wednesday” (TV-14) -- 

Out now is the new spinoff 
series based off “The Addams 
Family.” Having generated 
buzz online for some time, 
the spinoff mainly focuses on 
the Addams’ gothic daughter, 
Wednesday, and her coming 
of age. Jenna Ortega (“You” 
and “Jane the Virgin”) plays 
Wednesday as she enrolls in 
the boarding school Never-
more Academy, placing her 
extremely out of her comfort 
zone. Little does Wednesday 
know that the adventures and 
sights she’s bound to see in 
this academy make her the 
most pivotal person to attend 
it. Viewers will recognize 
Catherine Zeta-Jones, Luis 
Guzman and Fred Armisen as 
other kooky Addams family 
members. (Netflix)

“Limitless with Chris 
Hemsworth” (TV-14) -- After 
learning that he has a greater 
chance of developing Alz-
heimer’s disease later in life, 
Chris Hemsworth (Thor in 
the “Thor” franchise) decided 
to embark on a physical and 
mental journey in order to 

learn how to live a better life 
for longer. In this six-episode 
series, he pushes his body 
to its limit by attempting 
extreme tasks, like walking 
on a crane 900 feet above 
the ground and going four 
days without food. You’ve 
never seen the actor more 
vulnerable than this, and his 
determination to increase his 
life’s longevity is inspiration-
al. Out now. (Disney+)

“The People We Hate at 
the Wedding” (R) -- When 
two American siblings, Alice 
and Paul, receive invitations 
to their half-sister’s (Elo-
ise’s) wedding in London, 
they are reluctant to attend, 
mostly due to their great es-
trangement. Once there, their 
stark differences from Elo-
ise, in combination with all 
three siblings’ out-of-touch 
mother, couldn’t be more un-
comfortable. This catapults 
them into a series of events 
that establish Alice, Paul and 
their mother as those family 
members everyone can’t help 
but loathe. This comedy film, 
out now, stars Kristen Bell, 

Ben Platt and Allison Janney. 
(Prime Video)

“Alone Together” (R) 
-- Written and directed by 
-- as well as starring -- Katie 
Holmes, this quaint romantic 
drama takes place in upstate 
New York during the begin-
ning of the COVID-19 lock-
downs. Two strangers, June 
and Charlie, accidentally 
end up at the same Airbnb, 
finding out that it was double 
booked. But, they make the 
most out of the coincidental 
situation and agree to spend 
the quarantine in the rental 
together. June and Charlie 
appear to be much different 
than each other but quickly 
begin to bond in ways they 
couldn’t within their other 
relationships. Out now, 
“Alone Together” is the per-
fect date night, or late night, 
watch. And fun fact: Holmes’ 
16-year-old daughter, Suri 
Cruise, sings a rendition of 
“Blue Moon” by Richard 
Rogers and Lorenz Hart for 
the film. (Hulu)

(c) 2022 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Brought to you each week by



The Mendota Reporter • B5Wednesday, Nov. 30, 2022

NIE FUN PAGE

NEWSPAPERS IN EDUCATION SPONSORS
COUPON

FREE MCCHICKEN
with purchase of a McChicken.

501 Ninth Ave., Mendota
815-539-7451

With locations in:
Mendota • 539-5651
Earlville • 246-8261

The Newspapers In 
Education (NIE) program is 
designed as an educational 
tool to enhance our local 
students’ understanding of 

the world around them. The 
Mendota Reporter wishes 
to recognize these 2022-
2023 sponsors and their 

commitment to education!

703 Illinois Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

815-539-9396
www.mendotareporter.com

Setchell 
Agency, Ltd.

618 6th Street 
Mendota, IL

 815-539-9311
www.setchellagency.com

706 Washington St. and 1403 13th Ave., Mendota
815.538.2265 • firststatebank.biz

EXPIRES 6/30/23. REDEEMABLE ONLY AT MCDONALD’S IN MENDOTA.  COUPON 
REQUIRED. ONE COUPON PER PERSON PER VISIT. NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER 
OFFER, DISCOUNT, COUPON OR COMBO MEAL. CASH VALUE OF 1/20TH OF 1 CENT. 
COUPON MAY NOT BE TRANSFERRED, AUCTIONED, SOLD, COPIED, OR DUPLICATED 
IN ANY WAY OR TRANSMITTED VIA ELECTRONIC MEDIA. VALID WHEN PRODUCT IS 
SERVED. MAY NOT BE VALID FOR ALL ORDERS.

NOW 
HIRING -

EOE
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LOCAL AND AREA

Fully Guided Tours Since 1952

9 Day Tour. 
Includes All Meals,  
All Hotels, and All Activities.

Hike in jungle rainforests, view 
volcanoes, soak in hot springs, cruise 
biological reserves and relax on tropical 
ocean beaches. Join the smart shoppers 
and experienced travelers.

1-800-CARAVAN 
Caravan.com

Costa Rica 
$995

Choose a Guided Tour + tax, fees
Costa Rica 9 days $995
Panama 8 days $995
Guatemala 8 days $995
Mexico 
- Ancient Civ. 9 days $995
- Copper Canyon 8 days $1295
“ Brilliant,  
 Affordable Pricing ” 
 Arthur Frommer,  
 Travel Editor

Your Advertising Message
Can Reach The

ENTIRE STATE OF ILLINOIS
For A Surprisingly Low Cost!

Call Us Today For Details
539-9396

The 2023 From The Heart Cash Calendars 
are NOW AVAILABLE!!

The proceeds of the sale of the  calendars 
benefit our From The Heart recipients: 

Pegasus Special Riders, Rochelle Christian 
Food Pantry, HOPE, Focus House, Shining Star 

Children’s Advocacy 
Center, CASA, Rochelle Area 

Community Foundation, Hub City 
Senior Center & Rochelle Rotary.

OUR CHARITIES 
NEED OUR 
SUPPORT 

NOW MORE 
THAN EVER!

YES! Send me my 2023 From The Heart Cash Calendar!  
(Please Print) 

    NAME: ______________________________________________ 
   ADDRESS: ___________________________________________
   CITY, STATE, ZIP:  ____________________________________
   PHONE:  _____________________________________________
   NUMBER OF CALENDARS: _________________________
 Clip and mail this form along with $23 

($20 per calendar plus $3 per calendar postage) to: 
 Rotary Calendar, PO BOX 372, Rochelle, IL 61068

For Just $20 you have a chance to be one of
365 DAILY WINNERS TOTAL CASH PRIZES $18,250

PLUS Each Calendar Has VALUABLE LOCAL COUPONS

Here are 3 Ways to Purchase Your 
2023 From The Heart Cash Calendar!

• ONLINE: Go to http://fromtheheartrochelle.org and click on 
CASH CALENDARS. Once the calendar is purchased we will mail it out to 
you! Shipping and processing fees will be added to cost.

• IN PERSON: You can pick up a 2023 From The Heart Cash 
Calendar TODAY at the following locations:
     In Rochelle at: First State Bank, Stillman Bank, HOPE Chest, 
Dimond Bros. Insurance and Hub City Senior Center 
     In Oregon at: Merlin’s 
     In Dixon at: Shining Star 
    
• BY MAIL: Fill out the form below and send it in to us and we will mail a 
2023 From The Heart Cash Calendar to you! 
Shipping fees are added to cost.

?

God is good. And He 
has a good plan for each 
of our lives. No matter 
what may be going on 
right now, God’s plan is 
unfolding. In the mean-
time, Romans 12:12 tells 
us to “be joyful in hope, 
patient in affliction, faith-
ful in prayer” (NIV). 

I think that’s good 
advice, especially in 
times when it feels like 
we’ve been waiting and 
waiting…and waiting for 
something to happen in 
our lives. Hope is vital 
in times like these and 
it will keep us looking 
ahead, anticipating, ex-
pecting whatever it is 
we’re hoping for. 

Over the years I’ve 
learned how to lock 

Becoming a prisoner of hope
myself up in a prison 
of hope, knowing that 
God has nothing but His 
best planned for me. 
He promised me things 
concerning my ministry 
and my life. And hope is 
what helped me hold on 
in those early years when 
it got hard.

Anticipation 
I remember when it 

was just three weeks 
into my marriage to 
Dave and he asked me 
one day, “What’s wrong 
with you? You have such 
a negative attitude!” And 
I said, “Well, if you don’t 
expect anything good to 
happen, then you won’t 
be disappointed when it 
doesn’t.” That was how 
I felt based on past ex-

periences. I had a very 
negative outlook on life, 
so I spoke negatively 
about it. 

This is the way I used 
to live…before I became 
a prisoner of hope. As I 
grew in my relationship 
with God, I learned how 
to trust Him, how to be-
lieve His Word, and how 
to stand my ground in 
prayer when it got tough. 
Today my outlook on life 
is completely different 
from what it was many 
years ago. Now I enjoy 
my life and I encourage 
others to enjoy theirs as 
well. 

Jesus died for us to live 
an abundant, fulfilling 
life (John 10:10). And 
hope is the confident, 
favorable expectation 
of the life we can have 
in Him.

Double for 
Your Trouble 

Now, I do realize there 
are many things that can 
happen to us that aren’t 
so enjoyable. And that 
can make it difficult to 
grasp the idea of enjoy-
ing life. So, think of it 
this way: What are you 
hoping for? What are you 
expecting in life? What 
are you looking forward 
to? Focus on that.

My negative outlook 
was due to my attitude 
about all the bad things 
that had happened to me. 
I was stuck in the pain 
of my past, so I didn’t 
believe anything good 
would happen in my 
future. Because of all of 
the negative things that 
had happened, I was pro-
grammed to believe that 
negative things would 

always happen, and I 
lost hope. 

Well, God knew all 
about my past and how it 
had affected me. And He 
kept loving me and deal-
ing with me, promising 
me what Isaiah 61:7 says: 
“Instead of your shame 
you will receive a double 
portion, and instead of 
disgrace you will rejoice 
in your inheritance. And 
so you will inherit a dou-
ble portion in your land, 
and everlasting joy will 
be yours” (NIV). 

That’s an amazing 
promise for us all – a 
promise of double for 
your trouble! Double 
the blessing…double the 
joy…double the peace! 
Now doesn’t that inspire 
hope in your heart? 

Of course, this dou-
ble-blessing promise 
isn’t for the double-mind-
ed. When you walk it out 
in everyday life, there 
will be times when doubt, 
fear, unbelief and wea-
riness will come against 
you. It’s in these times 
you will need to fight a 
good fight of faith. You 
will need to guard your 
mind against negativity 
about your situation. I 
encourage you to find 
out what God says about 
it and then stand on the 
promises in His Word. 

The Bible tells of 
many times when people 
encountered Jesus and 
He touched their lives, 
and how they wanted to 
stay with Him and follow 
Him. But He sent them 
home—back to everyday 
life—to live out and share 
with others what He’d 
done for them. 

They had to hold on 
to what He had done for 
them. And in the same 
way, we must hold on to 
whatever He promises us 
and be confident that He 
is working in our situa-
tion. Hope releases the 
power of the Holy Spirit 
in our lives during these 
times.

Hope 
I want to encourage 

you to make a decision 
to cultivate an attitude of 
hope in your life. Speak 
positive things about 
your future and refuse 
to be negative. You may 
not always feel hopeful 
but don’t give in to your 
feelings. Catering to 
bad feelings feeds and 
empowers them. But 
standing our ground and 
not giving in to negative 
feelings starves them and 
causes them to lose their 
power over us.

Just ask the Holy Spirit 
to lead you. Line your 
will up with His and get 

excited about serving 
God. You could become a 
person who inspires oth-
ers to become prisoners 
of hope!

***
For more on this 

topic, order Joyce’s 
three-teaching resource 
Filled with Hope. You 
can also contact us to re-
ceive our free magazine, 
Enjoying Everyday Life, 
by calling (800) 727-
9673 or visiting www.
joycemeyer.org. 

Joyce Meyer is a New 
York Times bestselling 
author and founder of 
Joyce Meyer Ministries, 
Inc. She has authored 
more than 140 books, 
including BATTLE-
FIELD OF THE MIND 
and LOVING PEOPLE 
WHO ARE HARD TO 
LOVE (FaithWords). 
She hosts the Enjoying 
Everyday Life radio and 
TV programs, which air 
on hundreds of stations 
worldwide. For more 
information, visit www.
joycemeyer.org.

Please note:  The 
views and opinions 
expressed throughout 
this publication and/
or website are those of 
the respective authors 
and do not necessarily 
reflect those of Joyce 
Meyer Ministries.
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The Merchants 
on this page urge 

you to attend a 
house of worship 

this week.

CROSS BODY SHOP
1213 Meriden, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-7010

EUREKA SAVINGS BANK
1300 13th Ave., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5656

FIRST STATE BANK
706 Washington St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 538-2265

MENDOTA MONUMENT CO.
606 Main St, Mendota, Ill. 

Phone (815) 539-7276

MERRITT FUNERAL HOME
800 Monroe St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-7211

SPORTS-N-STUFF, INC.
804 Washington, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-6354

STEPHENITCH  DO IT BEST HARDWARE 
1204 13th Ave., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-9394

TRIPLE SERVICE, INC.
801 Monroe, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-3828

WASMER FUNERAL HOME
2112 W. Main St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-8500

ZIGGIE’S RESTAURANT
Rte. 34 East, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5060

MENDOTA
 ROMAN CATHOLIC MASS

Rev. Peter A. Pilon,  Pastor
Ray Fischer,  Jose Lopez,  

and Hector Diaz,  Deacons

HOLY CROSS, MENDOTA
Weekday Mass 
Weekend Mass 

Confession 

STS. PETER AND PAUL, 
PETERSTOWN

Weekend Mass  
Confession 

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST  CHURCH

100 E. Sixth St.
(815) 538-5587

Rev. Mary Bohall, Pastor
SUNDAY SCHEDULE:

9 a.m. Sunday School & Fellowship
9:30 a.m. Worship  

In-person & on Facebook at: 
Mendota First United

Methodist Church  

Dec. 1 - 10 a.m. Pastor Mary leads 
Heritage worship; 6 p.m. Choir

Dec. 4 - Second Sunday of Advent - 
Peace; 9 a.m. Sunday School; 

9:30 a.m. Worship
Dec. 5 - 6:30 p.m. Finance Team meets

ZION UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

 808 Jefferson St. 

Pastor Jeff Brace
jbrace8459@gmail.com

Church office  (815) 538-2186
    

Facebook: Mendota Zion United 
Methodist Church      

 SUNDAY SCHEDULE:
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.

 Sunday School for Preschool - 6th grade 
in fellowship hall during worship service

(Parking lot worship available on 90.9 FM 
during Sunday services) 

TUESDAY - Prayer group 6 p.m.
FRIDAY - Youth group 6 p.m.

UNITED PENTECOSTAL 
CHURCH

Route 251 North         
(815) 539-6861

Rev. Charles Yeakel, Pastor
E-mail: mendotaupc@yahoo.com

www.mendotaupc.org
 SUNDAY: Christian Education 

Sunday Worship

WEDNESDAY

VICTORY  BAPTIST  
CHURCH

“Faithful & Effective”
505 W. 7th Ave. 
(815) 539-9081

 Pastor Steve Breedlove
SUNDAY

Sunday school  
Worship 

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Service

NEW COVENANT 
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Rt. 251 at Lake Mendota  

P.O. Box  54
Phone  (815) 539-7107 (church)   

 (815) 871-5702 (pastor)

Larry Sheaves, Pastor
www.newcovenantmendota.org

www.facebook.com/NCAOG

“Preaching the blood, book and 
blessed hope.”
Sunday School

Worship 

MENDOTA BIBLE 
CHURCH

Rt. 251,  1/2 mile south of 
Mendota 

(815) 538-6876

Brian Kelly, Pastor
www.mendotabiblechurch.org

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
Sunday School  

Worship  
Evening Service  

 
ST.  JOHN’S  LUTHERAN  

CHURCH
607 Tenth Ave. 
(815) 539-5626

Rev. Ken Gibson, Pastor
E-mail: office@stjohnsmendota.org 

Website: 
www.stjohnsmendota.org

Schedule:
9 a.m. Sunday Worship in person 

and online via Facebook and Zoom
Find us on Facebook

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH
1003 5th St.

(815) 538-5603

Website: fpcmendota.com
Accessible      

Sunday Worship 10 a.m. 

Dec. 4 - 10 a.m. Worship;  
11 a.m. Fellowship

 

 
Facebook page 

www.facebook.com/fpcmendota 
Wednesday Evening Gathering:

Live Zoom at 7 p.m. 
https://us02web.zoom.

us/j/86402369150
To call in for audio only, dial 
(312) 626-6799 - use meeting 

ID: 864 0236 9150 
No passwords required; links & 
phone numbers stay the same.

CHRIST’S CHURCH
“He is the Head of the Body, the 
Church . . . That in everything He 

might have the supremacy.” Col. 1:18

1107 Main St. 
(815) 993-2462

          

Dave Manion      Jim McDowell
Wayne Shuman

Please join us for . . .  
Sunday Bible Study (all ages) 9:30 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Church Builders 12:30 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer 6 p.m.
Men’s Ministry

Ladies & Mens Bible Study 
Thursday 6 p.m. 

Non-denominational
Please call for more information

COMPTON
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH
398 Church Road, Compton   

Pastor Jeffrey Schlesinger
(815) 539-6567       

Wheelchair accessible    

Website: www.ilccompton.org
E-mail: immanuellutheran 

compton@live.com 
“Living in God’s Grace as a 

Neighbor to the World”

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE  
8:30 a.m. Worship at Immanuel

(Sunday School begins Dec. 4, 9:30)
10:30 a.m. Worship at First

Online “devotional service” videos 
continue every Sunday at 

facebook.com/ilccompton and 
YouTube. Check our website and 

Facebook page for more information.

ZION EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

LaMoille (Clarion)
4 miles west of Mendota on Rt. 34     

Pastor Ian Griffith
(815) 539-7820

Sunday  Worship 9 a.m.
Sunday  School 10:15 a.m.

Accessible

COMMUNITY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

La Moille           
(815) 638-2348

Pastor David Jungnickel
E-mail: lamoillecumc@gmail.com 

  
SUNDAY WORSHIP 
SUNDAY SCHOOL   

Nursery available

TROY GROVE
FAITH BIBLE 
FELLOWSHIP
208 W. South St.,  

Troy Grove 
Pastor Brian Hamiel  

Website:  www.faithbiblefellowship.info
E-mail:  fbfchurch20817@gmail.com 

“At Faith Bible Fellowship, we exist 
to glorify God through the equipping 
of His saints, teaching of His Word 

and raising of His name.
We would love to have you join us 

to worship and learn about 
our risen Savior.”

SUNDAY SCHOOL - 9 a.m. 
SUNDAY SERVICE - 10 a.m.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT - 6:30 p.m. 

LA MOILLE

♦

(c) 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.

BIBLE TRIVIA  by Wilson Casey

NOTE: Please contact your 
individual church regarding 
online services or for other 
church-related information.

If I Can
By William Arthur Ward

If I can write one verse of truth today
Or give my fellow man a song to sing;
If I can push one needless cloud away

And help men live as children 
of the King:

If I can lend someone a helping hand
Or warm a place where friendship 

needs to be;
If I can build a bridge where 

fences stand
And light a lamp that other men 

might see;
If I can open doors of hope this day

By letting someone know that 
others care;

If I can speak in words that seem
 to say:

I know the heavy burdens that 
you bear.

If I can guide a pilgrim on his way
Or pause to bid him stay for food 

and rest;
If I can do these, Father, this I pray:

“O let me do them with my very best.”

1. Is the book of Issachar in the Old 
or New Testament or neither?
2. What bread component did 
Jesus compare with the kingdom 
of heaven? Yeast, Crust, Gluten, 
Wheat
3. Which of the 12 tribes of Israel 
wasn’t allotted any land? Simeon, 
Dan, Asher, Levi
4. Who removed a thorn from 
the lion’s foot? Benjamin, Job, 
Naphtali, Androcles
5. How many books of the Bible 
(KJV) are credited to Moses? 3, 4, 
5, 6
6. What was first to be released 
from Noah’s Ark? Gull, Dove, 
Raven, Serpent
ANSWERS: 1) Neither, 2) Yeast, 3) 
Levi, 4) Androcles, 5) Five, 6) Raven
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Classified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

MENDOTA • EARLVILLE • LAMOILLE • TRIUMPH • TROY GROVE • SUBLETTE • COMPTON • WEST BROOKLYN • PAW PAW•LELAND•OHIO

OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE

Exceptional 
performance and value. 

EPA certified Central 
Boiler Classic Edge 

Titanium HDX OUTDOOR 
WOOD FURNACE.  

26% Tax Credit on 
furnace and installation.

Call Pete Central Wood Boilers
815-509-7805

08312022

601 601 
VEHICLES FOR SALEVEHICLES FOR SALE

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE 

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT: 
MENDOTA 

1 & 2 Bedrooms, 
Appliances, A/C. 
779-201-0532
815-498-2262.

MENDOTA STORAGE UNITS
210 N 4099th Rd., Mendota, Il. 61342

Available:
30 X 40  1 left  $ 320.00
10 X 10  2 left  $ 100.00

CALL 07
25

20
22

ADAM   815-830-4422 
Janko Realty 

 

TRACY   815-791-4582 
Advantage Property Mgmt      

Reserve online at www.apm4rent.com

Mendota
MULTIPLE 

Garages for Rent
815-539-3747

NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby 
given that on Novem-
ber 4, 2022 a certificate 
was filed in the Office 
of the County Clerk 
of LaSalle County, Illi-
nois, setting forth the 
names and post-office 
addresses of all per-
sons owning, conduct-
ing and transacting 
the business known as 
Sterling Car Service 
located at 2807 Fourth 
Street, Peru,  IL. 61354.
Dated: November 4, 
2022. John P. Langham 
Applicant.
No. 1108
(Nov. 16, 23, 30, 2022)

307  307  
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
M o n d a y - F r i d a y 
815-562-4171(8AM-
NOON ONLY) Rochelle 
News Leader.  

SPLIT firewood for sale. 
Contact 779-251-0254. 
(12-17-22)

405  405  
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity 
basis.

501  501  
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

R O C H E L L E : 
Large North Side 
2-BEDROOM. Free 
heat and water. No 
Pets. 815-919-9015. 
(12-04-22)

101  101  
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially 
those asking for money 
in advance.

105  105  
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially 
those asking for money 
in advance.”

113  113  
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119  119  
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 

fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.”

127  127  
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

Furman’s Lawn Care and 
Tree Work. Fall clean up, 
gutters and more. Fully 
insured. In business 
since 1999. Rochelle 
and surrounding areas. 
Call Jeremy Furman at 
815-761-9619. Please 
leave a message, will 
return call ASAP.

201  201  
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child 
in it’s care.

301  301  
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and 
Wood Signs, Milk 
Bottles & Local 
Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail .
com
ANTIQUES WANTED: I 
pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 
or email dickharms@
hotmail.com

515 515 
GARAGES FOR RENTGARAGES FOR RENT

511 511 
STORAGE UNITSSTORAGE UNITS

 

Ally Financing and 
GMF Financing or Leasing

* Plus Tax, title and license. Rebates applied. 
Subject to credit approval.

HIGHWAY 52 
SUBLETTE, IL 

www.vaessenbrothers.com

(815) 849-5232
1-800-227-5203

QUALITY USED CARS, TRUCKS, SUV’S & VANS

2019 Chevy 1500 Dbl Cab RST, 4WD, 
Z71, Gray.......................................$32,900

2019 Cadillac XT4 FWD, 60k Miles,  
Red .............................................. $29,000

2022 Chevy K-1500 Crew, 4x4 Custom 
Rally, 14K Miles, Silver..................$40,900
2019 Chevy 1500 High Country Crew 
Cab, 24k Miles, Black ................. $52,900
2018 Chevy K-1500 Crew, 4x4 High Country, 
Loaded, 67K Miles, Black...................$41,900

2018 Chevy 1500 LT, 4x4, Double Cab, 
Leather, 52K Miles, Silver....................$33,900
2018 Chevy Equinox AWD Premier, 72K  
miles, 1-owner, Loaded, Black ..$25,900 
2018 Chevy Equinox FWD Premier, 45K 
Miles, Tan ..................................$24,900

2018 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab High Country 4x4, Black, 67K Miles,  
GM-Certified, 1-owner, local trade, Tonneau cover, Leather Interior, 

Heated/cooled Seats, Running Boards and more! 

2018 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab High 
Country 4x4

$41,900



The Mendota Reporter • B9Wednesday, Nov. 30, 2022

BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

SENIOR LIVING

Senior Living Redefined
1700 Burlington St.

Mendota, IL

815-538-5300

CARPENTRY

• New Homes
• Remodeling
• Kitchens
• Baths
• Additions
• Garages
• Drywall
• Ceramic Tile

(815) 539-7867 Dial “KEY-STOP”
License #104005528

REAL ESTATE

LLC

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI
Managing Broker

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI

Designated Managing Broker

MOVERS

Meyers will 
move for you!
Quick, clean, courteous 

and careful...
Give us a call to move your 

household!

HWY 251 S. • MENDOTA 
 815-539-6263

INSURANCE COMPANY

Mendota’s ONLY insurance company! 
www.MendotaMutual.com

POST FRAME BUILDINGS

N L Morton Buildings, Ltd.
Mendota, IL 61342

Jim Stremlau
Commercial- Ag- Residential
New Construction & Repair

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

1300 13th Ave. • Mendota, IL 61342
(815) 539-5656 • www.eurekasavings.com

For all your home
loan needs, see
Jesse Arellano
NMLS #1815886

INSURANCE

Mendota • Earlville
815-539-5651

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

Chris Holdenrid
VP, Mortgage Lending

NMLS#461073

Cory Biers
Sr. Vice President

NMLS#477892

706 Washington St. and 1403 13th Ave., Mendota 
815.539.3834

firststatebank.biz

LEAKPROOF ROOFING

GUARANTEED LEAKPROOF ROOFING

Industrial • Commercial • Residential
For low pitched flat roofs
Featuring Duro-Last®

705 Illinois Ave. • 815-539-5142
License #104005528

www.northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com

GROCERY STORE

Open 6am-10pm • 7 days a week

AUTO REPAIR

COMPLETE 
AUTO REPAIR 

SPECIALIZING IN: 
Auto Transmission & 
Computer Diagnostics

307 Plaza Dr. • 815-538-2412

PLUMBING • HEATING • COOLING • ELECTRIC

IL Lic. #055-041123

PLUMBING HEATING COOLING ELECTRIC
INDOOR AIR QUALITY WATER CONDITIONING

DUCT CLEANING + SEALING
24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICES

TRIPLESERVICEINC.COM 815-539-3828
SM-LA1817740

Gabe and Michelle Wade
3rd Generation owners

LANDSCAPING

Garden Center & Custom 
Landscape Design

417 US-34 • Mendota (815)538-4800

Mon-Sat 9-4  
Closed Sunday

Garden Center & Custom 
Landscape Design

417 US-34 • Mendota 
(815)538-4800

 

Mon -Friday 8-4
Saturday 9-4

AUTO SALES

JP
Carole Eich
Sales & Leasing Consultant

JP Chevrolet
Nissan - Mercedes-Benz

3675 Frontage Rd.
Peru, IL 61354

815-223-7000 • Fax: 815-224-4288 • www.jpchevy.com

BANKING • LOANS • MORTGAGES

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR

205 W. Main St. | Sublette, IL

815-849-5225
mainstreetrepair16@yahoo.com

•Stihl Outdoor Power Equipment
•Husqvarna Mowers 

• Dixon ZTR Parts

SALES & 
SERVICE

815-884-9040
Earlville, Illinois

Authorized Generac 
Dealer and Services

ELECTRIC

• Agricultural
• Commercial
• Residential

Greg Mathesius

FUNERAL HOME

2112 W. Main St.
Mendota

815-539-8500

TRANSPORTATION

1901 Tom Merwin Drive, Mendota, IL
815-539-7700 • mendotaseniors1978@yahoo.com

Mendota 
Area Senior 

Services
Programs & Services:

• Transportation Services
• Caregiver Support & Services
• Options Counseling
• Lending Closet
• Senior Health Insurance 

Program

• Educational Opportunities 
(Computer Lab & Resource 
Center)

• Advocacy
• Information & Assistance
• Congregate Meal Site
• Senior Center

INSURANCE

Heiting Insurance Agency
1409 E. Main • Mendota • (815)539-9265

 Still shopping your auto insurance to 
lower your premium? 1st Auto provides 
you with the security & expertise to 
provide you a competitive price for your 
personal & farm vehicles.
You’re 1st Rate  
So You Rate 1st!
Find out today how much you 
can save on your Personal 
Auto Insurance.

TREE SERVICE

AUTO DETAILING

HC Detailing
HAND WASH • FULL DETAIL 

CERAMIC COATING

Mon-Fri: 8:30am-5:30pm • Sat: 9am - 2pm

1204 6th Ave. Rt. 34 • Mendota, IL

(815) 252-9518 • (815) 539-9575

HOME SERVICES

Quality First Inspections, LLC
QFINOW.COM

Mark F Stelmack
Owner/Licensed Home Inspector

Mark.Stelmack@qfinow.com

Facebook - Quality First Inspections
Instagram - Quality First InspectionsPhone

815-503-1696

MOVING

815-993-8673
Junk Removal

Estate Cleanouts
Furniture & Appliance Removal

Garage & Basement Cleanout
Light Demolition

& More

HighsmithHaulAway.com

FREE ESTIMATES!

MENTION THIS AD AND GET 10% OFF!

HEATING/COOLING • PLUMBING PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

Kirch Property Management and Sales currently 
has 1, 2, 3 BEDROOM and studio units  

available for rent in MENDOTA. 
Units also available in SHABBONA, PLANO, 

SANDWICH and OTTAWA.   
Please check out our available rentals and 

applications online at kirchpropertymanagement.
com or call our office at 630-897-5800.
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REAL ESTATE SHOWCASE
FEATURE HOME

Rebecca McPheeters, 
Designated Managing Broker

607 Sixth St.
Mendota

(815) 539-6635

www.tcrealtysales.net

Evening Phone Numbers
Becky McPheeters, Designated 
Managing Broker 708-220-3338

Rita Lilja 815-539-92555
Jami Bauer 815-993-7751
Lori Munson 815-228-4852

Joe McConville, Designated Managing Broker
612 S. Main St., Mendota, IL

815-539-5673
E-mail: office@mcconvillerealty.com 

mcconvillerealtymendota@gmail.com
Website: www.mcconvillerealty.com

Call one of our Agents to set up your private showing.
Joe McConville, Designated Managing Broker 

815-910-5673 
Marty McConville, Broker 815-200-2233

Richard McConville, Broker 815-539-5673
Sharon Kimrey, Broker 815-343-3600 
Melody Nanzer, Broker 815-228-2842

1316 Lakewood Plaza 
Rte. 251 N. • Mendota

Gloria Cogdal, Designated Managing Broker

Sally Corrigan, Broker - 815-830-8101

815-539-3811

334 S. Chicago Ave., Ladd, IL 

$225,000
MLS# 11658951

Nice 3 bedroom brick ranch home on corner lot.  1 1/2 bath, 2 car attached garage.  
Situated on 4 Lots.  Family room in basement. Edge of town. Small town living at its 
best. 

McConville Realty & Auctioneering
612 S. Main St., Mendota

815-539-5673

303 North St., Earlville, IL   $154,000
MLS#11487258 

Lovely 3 bedroom 2 bath ranch (split design) open concept. 
Spacious light and airy. This well cared for home leaves 
nothing for you to do but move in.  Large oversized 2 + car  
garage with a mud room and utility room. Sitting on a large 
corner lot.  Can close quickly.  Call. 

 

520 Grant St., Earlville, IL  
$209,900

Beautiful 2 story home with 4 bedrooms, full bath on 2nd 
level and 1/2 bath on main with a full basement.  Natural 
woodwork with a fabulous open staircase, hardwood 
floors and gas fireplace, could be wood.  Kitchen has new 
cabinets and custom countertops.  Insulated 2 car garage.  
Home is in process of being painted inside. Home is in 
a lovely well established neighborhood with lots of trees. 
Water heater just installed recently and roof put on Nov 
2021. Call for all the amenities.REStaurants, shopping, and 
the train! Let’s take a look! 

1204 WASHINGTON STREET,

MENDOTA 

3-4 BDR, 1.25 BA, remodeled kitchen 

and bath!!! main floor laundry!! AND 

GREAT GARAGE SPACE!!!!

REDUCED

507 11th Ave., Mendota, IL  
$82,000 

MLS#11675674
Looking for a fixer upper. Here is a 4 bedroom home with 
lots of character and potential. Living room, dining room 
and den on first floor. 4 bedrooms up. Front and back 
interior staircases.  Large wrap around front porch. 4 car 
garage on alley. Call for an appointment.  McConville 
Realty at 815 539-5673.

1307 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, 

MENDOTA 

3 BDR, 2 BA, HUGE KITCHEN!!! main 

floor laundry, sunroom!!

BUILDING LOTS
 

CORNER LOT!!!  
408 5TH AVENUE MENDOTA

 

SUBDIVISION LOT!!!  
15 ABBALLEE WAY MENDOTA

 

BEAUTIFUL CORNER LOT!!!   
100 N. PERU TROY GROVE

CONTINGENT

NEW LISTING!
WELCOME TO THIS WONDERFUL OPPORTUNITY! USE THIS 2 
UNIT AS AN INVESTMENT PROPERTY ~OR~ CONVERT BACK TO 
A SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENCE. 1ST FLOOR UNIT HAS BASEMENT 
ACCESS AND INCLUDES A WASHER & DRYER. ENJOY OUTDOOR 
PATIO SPACE OR THE ENCLOSED BACK PORCH WITH VENTS/
ELECTRICITY. EVERYTHING YOU NEED IN THIS LARGE EAT IN 
KITCHEN! LOTS OF CUSTOM BUILT CABINETS WITH PULL OUTS/
STAINLESS STEEL DOUBLE SINK/STOVE/REFRIGERATOR. UNIT 2 
IS UPSTAIRS WITH ITS OWN ENTRANCE/ENCLOSED PORCH. LOTS 
OF STORAGE AREAS ALONG WITH LARGE SIZE ROOMS. KITCHEN 
ALSO HAS CUSTOM BUILT CABINETRY AND DOUBLE SS SINK 
WITH NEW REFRIGERATOR (2022) AND STOVE (2022). NEWER 
BATHROOM WITH TUB/SHOWER UNIT AND LARGE VANITY. 1 CAR 
GARAGE ON ALLEY. BACK ROOF (FACING EAST) HAS NEWER 
SEAMLESS ROOF.

NEW LISTING!
LARGE RANCH, PLENTY OF ROOM FOR EVERYONE OR 
EVERYTHING. TWO BONUS ROOMS THAT CAN BE EXTRA 
BEDROOMS, OFFICE, GAME ROOM, TOY ROOM, WORKOUT 
ROOM, OR ANYTHING YOU NEED MORE SPACE FOR. THREE 
ROOMS HAVE NEW CARPET. TWO FULL BATHROOMS. ONE HAS A 
WALK IN SHOWER. NEWER ROOF, FURNACE & WATER HEATER, 
3 YEARS OLD. MASTER BEDROOM HAS AN EPOXY FLOOR. 
CERAMIC FLOORS IN THE ENTRY WAY, BATHROOM & HALLWAY. 
KITCHEN HAS LOTS OF CABINETS, AN ISLAND FOR BAR STOOLS 
& A DINNING ROOM FOR TABLE SEATING. LAUNDRY ROOM 
HAS A BEAUTIFUL GLASS DOOR, CABINETS & A COUNTERTOP. 
ATTACHED HEATED ONE CAR GARAGE OFF AN ASPHALT ALLEY.

Thankful for the 
opportunity to 
serve your  
real estate 

needs!

JAMI BAUER
815-993-7751

JAMI@ 
TCREALTYSALES.NET

LORI MUNSON
815-228-4852

LORI@
TCREALTYSALES.NET
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