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Christmas
Through the Eyes

of a Child

The Mendota Reporter, Wednesday, Nov. 30, 2022

7-year old Lainey Ramer, daughter of Matt and Stephanie Ramer of 
Mendota, and 4-year old Landon Fancher, son of Beau and Abby

Fancher of Mendota, are counting down the days until Christmas. They 
invite you to get a glimpse of Christmas through the eyes of a child.

Join Lainey and Landon as they 
experience wonder-filled excitement 

for the holiday
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COMMUNITY MATTERS
Live Here • Buy Here • Thrive Here

Live Here • Buy Here • Thrive Here

In collaboration with 
local businesses, the 

COMMUNITY MATTERS
campaign encourages 
residents to shop locally 
& support the Mendota 

area economy.

Christmas Wishes
Landon and Lainey dream up Christmas wishes as they stand in the gigantic vault at First State Bank in Mendota.

Christmas carols can be heard far and wide 
from Thanksgiving weekend through Christmas 
Day. “The 12 Days of Christmas” is one of the 
most recognizable carols, and for good reason, as 
the popular song can trace its history back several 
centuries. Researchers have traced the earliest 
printed version of the poem on which the song 
is based all the way back to 1780. That’s three 
years before the signing of the Treaty of Paris, 

which officially ended the American Revolu-
tionary War. The song has long been suspected 
to have been a way for Catholics in Britain to 
teach their children the catechism, as the 1700s 
was a controversial period for Catholicism in 
the country. However, no documentary evidence 
exists in support of that theory, and many histo-
rians feel it is inaccurate. Others indicate that, 
while 1780 is likely the first time the poem was 

printed, the poem is likely much older than that, 
with origins potentially in France or Scotland. 
What is known is that the version many people 
recognize today, namely in song form, can be 
traced to the early twentieth century, when 
English singer and composer Frederic Austin 
first popularized the melody for the song. Austin 
performed that version of the song beginning in 
1905, and it was first published in 1909.

The origins of “The 12 Days of Christmas”

The instantly recogniz-
able “Jingle Bells” has 
become a wildly popular 
Christmas carol despite not 
mentioning Christmas or 
any other holiday. Written 
by New England native 
James Lord Pierpont, “Jingle 
Bells” is commemorated 
with plaques in two differ-
ent cities, each of which 
claims to be the place where 
Pierpont wrote the song in 
the 1850s. One plaque is in 
Medford, Massachusetts, 
where Pierpont is said to 
have written the song from 
a tavern while watching 
sleigh races taking place 
outside. The other plaque is 
in Savannah, Georgia, where 
locals believe Pierpont wrote 
the lyrics prior to leading a 
sing-along of the song at a 
local church in 1857.

“Jingle Bells”
(Extended version)
Dashing through the snow
In a one-horse open sleigh
O’er the fields we go
Laughing all the way

Bells on bobtail ring
Making spirits bright
What fun it is to ride and 
sing
A sleighing song tonight! 
Oh,

Jingle bells, jingle bells
Jingle all the way,
Oh what fun it is to ride
In a one-horse open sleigh. 
Hey!

Jingle bells, jingle bells
Jingle all the way,
Oh what fun it is to ride
In a one-horse open sleigh.

A day or two ago
I thought I’d take a ride
And soon, Miss Fanny 
Bright
Was seated by my side,
The horse was lean and lank
Misfortune seemed his lot
He got into a drifted bank
And then we got upsot.

Jingle bells, jingle bells
Jingle all the way,
Oh what fun it is to ride
In a one-horse open sleigh. 
Hey!

Jingle bells, jingle bells
Jingle all the way,
Oh what fun it is to ride
In a one-horse open sleigh.

A day or two ago,
The story I must tell
I went out on the snow,
And on my back I fell;
A gent was riding by
In a one-horse open sleigh,
He laughed as there I 
sprawling lie,
But quickly drove away.

Jingle bells, jingle bells
Jingle all the way,
Oh what fun it is to ride
In a one-horse open sleigh.

Jingle bells, jingle bells
Jingle all the way,
Oh what fun it is to ride
In a one-horse open sleigh.

Now the ground is white
Go it while you’re young,
Take the girls tonight
and sing this sleighing song;
Just get a bobtailed
Two forty as his speed
Hitch him to an open sleigh
And crack! you’ll take the 
lead.

Jingle bells, jingle bells
Jingle all the way,
Oh what fun it is to ride
In a one-horse open sleigh.

Jingle bells, jingle bells
Jingle all the way,
Oh what fun it is to ride
In a one-horse open sleigh.

Lyrics written by James 
Lord Pierpont
Lyrics courtesy of Digital 
Music News

Jingle Bells

11
30

20
22

706 Washington St. 
and 1403 13th Ave.

Mendota
800.362.9623

firststatebank.biz 

Merry 
Christmas

From your 
friends at  

First State 
Bank
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Wishing You  
and Yours A Very Safe 
and Happy Holidays!

SETCHELL
AGENCY LTD.

618 6th Street • Mendota, Illinois 61342 
www.setchellagency.com 

Office: (815) 539-9311 • Residence: (815) 539-5321

A Christmas Story
Landon and Lainey each find a great Christmas story from the shelves of Graves-Hume Public Library in Mendota.

Puppy Love
Landon and Lainey know they can usually find beautiful and cuddly puppies at Setchell Agency in Mendota.

Dining In
Landon and Lainey are eager to sink their teeth into some delicious food from Main Street Station in Mendota.

Christmas Eve is viewed 
differently by different peo-
ple, even those who live 
under the same Santa-ready 
roof. Adults may see Christ-
mas Eve as crunch time when 
they must prepare food for 
the next day or set up presents 
for their children to open in 
the morning. Children, on 
the other hand, are focused 
on Santa’s visit and little else.

Parents naturally want to 
make Christmastime as spe-
cial as possible for their chil-
dren, and that may involve 
ensuring that Christmas 
Eve is just as memorable as 
Christmas Day. The follow-
ing are some ways to impart 
more magic into Christmas 
Eve celebrations.
Attend Mass at midnight

Practicing Christians 
celebrate the birth of Jesus 
Christ on Christmas. On 
Christmas Eve, churches 
often hold celebrations that 
may include late-evening or 
midnight masses that cele-
brate the birth of Christ when 
the calendar switches over to 
December 25. While it does 
make for a late night, it can 
be thought-provoking for 
kids and a unique experience 
unlike any other.

Bake fresh cookies
Children like to leave out 

a plate of cookies and a glass 
of milk for Santa. That makes 
Christmas Eve a perfect time 
to whip up a fresh batch of 
cookies. Explore different 

recipes to come up with a 
unique offering each year.

Read a Christmas story
Watching television or 

looking at a tablet or mobile 
phone before bed can be too 
stimulating when it’s time for 
children to wind down for 
bed. Choose a holiday tale 
or tales that can be read as a 
Christmas Eve bedtime story. 
Reciting the poem “A Visit 
from St. Nicholas (‘Twas the 
Night Before Christmas)” is 
a great way to set the Christ-
mas Eve mood.

Make a batch 
of ‘reindeer dust’

Why should Santa’s rein-
deer be left out when it 
comes to receiving treats? 
Reindeer dust, made from a 
combination of oatmeal, rice 
cereal, dried fruits, and glitter 
(if desired), is purported to 
attract Santa’s reindeer and 
provide them a nibble at the 
same time. Plus, it’s gener-
ally safe for other animals in 
the yard to eat. 

Go caroling
Caroling may not be the 

norm, but some families may 
want to revive it. Close-knit 
communities can organize 
family-centric caroling op-
portunities and roam the 
cul-de-sacs and other pedes-
trian-friendly areas singing 
popular songs.

Christmas Eve is a great 
time to embrace various 
traditions that help to make 
the season even more special.

How to make Christmas 
Eve special for kids

1401 W Main St., Mendota, IL 
815-538-5142

graveshume.org

Follow us on FB for information about our 
Children’s Programs this holiday season. 

Call or stop in to sign up for our movie night!
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ACCURATE TITLE & LICENSE  
Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 6th St. • Mendota 
815-539-9311

ASSISTED & INDEPENDENT LIVING
Stonecroft Village
1700 Burlington St. 
815-538-5300
stonecroftvillage.com

AUCTIONEERS  
McConville Realty & Auctioneering
612 Main St. 
815-539-5673

AUTO BODY REPAIR 
The Fender Menders
325 N. 25th Rd., Route 251 S., Peru
815-224-1506 

Furar’s Body Shop
306 Plaza Dr.
815-539-6075 

Specialty Body & Paint
1503 W. Washington St.
815-539-7801  
Se Habla Español

ASSISTED LIVING 
Home Insted (In Home Non-Medical 
Care)
815-223-7970 
www.homeinstead.com/53b

ATTORNEY 
The Cantlin Law Firm
815-433-4712 
www.cantlinlaw.com

AUTOMOBILE DEALERS 
Mendota Ford
Rt. 251 S. 
815-539-9314  
www.mendotaford.com

Schimmer, Inc. Buick • Chevy
Rt. 251 S.
815-539-9343
www.schimmergm.com

Vaessen Bros. Chevrolet
505 N. Pennsylvania Ave., Sublette
815-849-5232
www.vaessenbrothers.com

BOOKKEEPING/TAX SERVICE  
Baker’s Computer & Office Services
4119 N. State Hwy. 251 • Mendota 
Ph. 815-538-6290 • Fax 815-538-7032  
bakerscomputerservices@frontier.com

CARPENTRY 
Jones Home Improvement
Anthony J. Jones 
815-539-6175

CARPET & FLOORING
Meyers Furniture & Carpet
1901 S. 13th Ave. 
815-539-6263

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE  
Mendota Area Chamber of Commerce
800 Washington  St. 
815-539-6507

CONTRACTORS - GENERAL   
Mauch Carpentry
705 Illinois Ave. 
815-539-7867 
License #104005528

DENTISTS  
Krenz Dental, Ltd.
Robert Krenz, D.D.S. • Jon Krenz, D.M.D.
704 Indiana Ave. • 815-538-5316

ELECTRICAL 
Triple Service 
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St.
815-539-3828
IL Lic. #055-041123

ELECTRICAL/CONTRACTING  
Carriage House Electric
105 12th St. 
815-538-5598

 
Hilliker Electric, LLC
1417 Franklin Grove
815-456-7036
Emergency Number 815-441-8207

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS  
Eureka Savings Bank
1300 13th Ave. 
815-539-5656
Member FDIC

Financial Plus Credit Union
1905 13th Ave.  
815-539-3444
Member NCUA-ESI

First Federal Savings Bank
1205 Washington St. 
815-539-6757
Member FDIC

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS  
First State Bank
706 Washington St. • Main 
1403 13th Ave. • Plaza
815-538-2265 
firststatebank.biz 
Member FDIC

FIREPLACES
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742

FLORISTS  
Floralcrest Florist & Greenhouse
1207 22nd St. 
815-539-9306

FUNERAL HOMES  
Wasmer Funeral Home
2112 W. Main St. 
815-539-8500

FURNITURE   
Meyers Furniture & Carpet
1901 S. 13th Ave. 
815-539-6263

GROCERY STORES  
Sullivan’s Foods
1102 Meriden St. 
815-539-9341

GYM  
YMCA
Route 251 South • Mendota 
815-539-9343

HARDWARE STORES  
Stephenitch Do It Best Hardware 
Rt. 251 North 
815-539-9394

HEALTH CARE CLINIC  
Davis Family Health, LLC 
1201 Meriden St.
815-538-1800

HEATING & COOLING  
CONTRACTORS  

Campbell Plumbing & Heating 
Heating • Cooling • Plumbing
1211 Chicago St. 
815-539-5083 
In Business 38 Years • IL Lic. #058-097742

Malley Plumbing & Heating
123 South Ottawa Street, Earlville
815-246-6011 
IL License #055-009898

Triple Service 
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St. 
815-539-3828  
IL Lic. #055-041123

Walter Bros. 
Plumbing-Heating-Cooling
909 Washington St. 
815-538-6516 
 IL Lic. #058-102682

INSURANCE  
First State Insurance
715 Washington St. • 815-539-5651

Kurt Bruno State Farm
1103 Main St. • 815-539-3878

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 Sixth St. • 815-539-9311

KITCHEN & BATH
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742

Someone’s In the Kitchen
1619 N. Main St. • Princeton
815-879-0604
www.somekitchen.com

LIBRARY
Graves-Hume Public Library
1401 W. Main St.
815-538-5142
www.graveshume.org

MATTRESSES  
Meyers Furniture & Carpet
1901 S. 13th Ave. 
815-539-6263

OFFICE SUPPLY  
Pohl’s Office Supply & Equipment
809 Washington St. 
815-538-5741

OPTOMETRIST  
Dr. Tara Van de Wyngaerde
700 14th Ave.
815-539-6291

PET GROOMING  
Dirty Dawgs
918 Main St., Ste 2 
815-538-2550

 
 
PLUMBING CONTRACTORS   

PLUMBING CONTRACTORS 
Campbell Plumbing & Heating 
Heating • Cooling • Plumbing
1211 Chicago St. 
815-539-5083 
In Business 38 Years • IL Lic. #058-097742

Malley Plumbing & Heating
123 South Ottawa Street, Earlville
815-246-6011 
IL License #055-009898

Triple Service  
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, 
Electric
801 Monroe St.
815-539-3828
IL Lic. #055-041123

Walter Bros.  
Plumbing-Heating-Cooling
909 Washington St. 
815-538-6516 
IL Lic. #058-102682

POST FRAME BUILDERS  
N.L. Morton Buildings, Ltd.
203 N. 4099th Road
815-539-9325
New construction & repair

REALTORS  
Erbes Realty, LLC
1922 Tower Road • Sublette
815-535-6295 • Lorierbes@gmail.com

Homestead Realty
1316 Lakewood Plaza, #5 
815-539-3811

McConville Realty & 
Auctioneering
612 Main St. 
815-539-5673

Town & Country Realty
607 Sixth St. 
(815) 539-6635

RESTAURANTS  
Cindy’s on 34
1300 Raymond Drive 
815-539-9000

Main St. Station Bar & Grill
714 Main St. 
815-539-7011
www.mainstreetstationbar-grill.com

McDonald’s in Mendota
2 locations
Stop in and see us today!!
NOW HIRING - EOE- Locally Owned and 
Operated by Paul and Mary Breznay

SEAMLESS ROOFING   
DuroLast Roofing
705 Illinois Ave. 
815-539-5142 
License #104005528

SPORTING GOODS/CLOTHING  
Sports-N-Stuff
804 Washington St. 
815-539-6354

TAX PREPARATION  
H&R Block
1313 Meriden St. 
815-539-7610
hrblock.com

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 Sixth St. 
815-539-9311

THRIFT STORES  
Nightengales Thrift Shop
708 Jefferson St. • 815-539-6100
Supports Trinity Health Care Clinic  • 815-910-0200

TRANSPORTATION
Mendota Area Senior Services 
1901 Tom Merwin Drive
815-539-7700
mendotaseniors1978@yahoo.com

TOWING  
Gibson Towing
230 E. Lincoln Ave., Leland
815-651-9436

TOWING  
Ramer Automotive & Towing
Paul, Matt & Brendan Ramer
4266 E. 4th Road  
815-539-5321

ETERINARIANS  

VETERINARIANS
Ancare Veterinary Clinic
Stephen J. Dullard, DVM ABVP
1205 Sixth Ave. 
815-539-3844
www.ancarevet.com

 
Mendota Companion Animal Centre
Cathy J. Wolf, DVM
Rt. 251 N. 
815-539-6601
www.mendotavet.com

WINDOWS & DECKING
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742

800 Washington Street
815-539-7459

www.mendota.il.us

City of 
Mendota

715 
Washington Street

815-539-5651

706 Washington St. and 
1304 13th Ave., Mendota

815.538.2265

Free cheeseburger when you 
purchase a cheeseburger!

One coupon per customer per visit. Not valid with any other 
offer. Only redeemable at McDonald’s in Mendota.

Now Hiring. EOE

2 locations 
Mendota 

*Locally owned and operated 
by Paul & Mary Breznay

Expires 11/30/2022
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815-503-3853 
1108 Meriden St., Mendota 

LIKE AND FOLLOW US  
for specials and updates!

Hours: M-F 7AM-5PM | Sat. 7AM-12

Toys Galore
Landon and Lainey manage to find the toy section at Nightengales Thrift Shop in 
Mendota and are amazed by how many children’s items there are to choose from.

Yummy Drinks
Landon and Lainey crave the delight of some delicious and healthy beverages, and 
find what they’re looking for at Purpose Nutrition in Mendota.

Comfy Couch
Landon and Lainey relax on one of the large selection of comfortable couches that 
are available at Meyers Furniture in Mendota.

Various traditions take 
center stage during the holi-
day season. One of those tra-
ditions may be sitting down 
and enjoying any of a number 
of timeless Christmas movies 
or even newer holiday films 
that are quickly becoming 
favorites. 

Film fans have their own 
ideas about the best films to 
watch during the holidays, 
but the following movies 
are some kids and adults can 
enjoy together.

• “The Polar Express” 
(2004): A young boy enjoys 
a magical adventure to the 
North Pole aboard the Polar 
Express train. He learns 
about the true spirit of the 
holidays and the value of 
bravery and friendship along 
the way.

• “The Muppet Christ-
mas Carol” (1992): Charles 
Dickens’ classic story about 
a bitter miser might be a 
little frightening for young 
children to enjoy in its 
more theatrical offerings. 
However, when the Muppet 
characters tell their version 
of the classic tale, the story 
becomes much more fami-
ly-friendly.

• “A Boy Called Christ-
mas” (2021): Based on the 
book by Matt Haig, this 
movie is a reimagined take on 
Father Christmas. It focuses 
on Nikolas as he goes on an 
adventure to find a magical 
town called Elfhelm.

• “Jack Frost” (1998): 
When a father dies in a car 
accident, he comes back to 
life as a snowman in his son’s 
front yard. Jack learns to keep 
his promises and make things 
right with his son — things 
he wasn’t capable of doing 
as a human.

• “Christmas with the 
Kranks” (2004): The Kranks 
decide to forgo thir annual 
Christmas party and plan a 
vacation since their daughter 
will be out of town. But when 
said daughter decides to come 
home after all, chaos sets in as 
the couple tries to figure out 
how to put together an ex-
travaganza at the last minute.

• “Beauty and the Beast: 
The Enchanted Christmas” 
(1997): The Beast does not 
favor the holiday season, so 
Belle must change his mind 
on the matter in this animated 
Disney offering.

• “Elf” (2003): As a 
youngster, Buddy was mag-
ically transported to the 

Movies that are perfect for 
families this holiday season

North Pole and raised by 
Santa’s elves. As an adult, 
he’s determined to find his 
real dad in New York City 
and uncover a way to fit in.

• “Santa Hunters” (2014): 
A young boy teams up with 
his sibling and cousins to try 
to capture new footage of 
Santa in action and prove that 
the man in red truly exists.

• “The Nutcracker and the 

Four Realms” (2018): This is 
a newer take on the classic 
Nutcracker tale. This adven-
ture sees Clara defending the 
Land of Sweets from the evil 
Mother Ginger.

Holiday films enhance 
the celebratory nature of the 
season. Certain movies are 
tailor-made for families to 
watch together during this 
special time of year.

Nightengale’s  
Thrift Shop
Hours:  Mon, Wed. - Sat.  

12- 3:30 p.m.
(Closed Tuesdays)

1st and 3rd Saturday 
1/2 PRICE!

Check out our 
childrens toys 
and clothes for 
the holidays!

708 Jefferson St., Mendota

11302022

Route 251 South, 
Mendota

815-539-6263
www.meyersfurniture.com

Mon & Fri 9-6 • Tue & Wed 9-5
Thurs 9-1 • Sat 10-5 • Sun Noon-4

Holiday Savings
START NOW!

All Recliners on Sale!
Special Extra $50 OFF In Stock Recliners*

Best - Homestretch - Flexsteel

Over 7 Sectionals In Stock!
Take Them Home Today For Holiday 

Entertaining!
Special In Stock - 

                  Take an Extra $100 OFF Sale Price*

Gift Certificates 
available!

11
28

20
22

24 Month 0% 

Financing 

Available

See Store for 

Details

*Must be paid for in full at time of sale for extra savings
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Christmas may be just around the 
corner, but it’s not too early to start 

thinking about Christmas 2023!

With a Christmas Club account 
from Eureka Savings Bank, you’ll 

have peace of mind next  
shopping season. 

www.eurekasavings.com

1300 13th Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

Ph. 539-5656

250 Marquette St.
LaSalle, IL 61301

Ph. 223-0700

101 N. Columbia Ave.
Oglesby, IL 61348

Ph. 883-3354

2959 Peoria St.
Peru, IL 61354
Ph. 223-9400

105 W. 1st South St.
Wenona, IL 61377

Ph: 853-4333

Merry and Bright
Coloring PageO’ Christmas Tree

Landon and Lainey love the beautiful Christmas tree at Eureka Savings Bank in Mendota and are counting down 
the days until the arrival of Santa Claus.

Craft an entire day 
around tree shopping

Holiday lights are now 
everywhere come the holi-
day season. Private home-
owners tend to hang the 
holiday lights outside their 
homes around Thanksgiv-
ing weekend and keep them 
up through New Year’s Day. 

Though it might seem 
like a tradition without a 
deep history, decorating a 
Christmas tree with electric 
lights can be traced all the 
way back to the nineteenth 
century. In 1882, Edward 
Johnson, who was a friend 
and colleague of the man 
who invented light bulbs, 
Thomas Edison, replaced 
candles, which had tradi-
tionally been used to briefly 
light Christmas trees, with 
light bulbs. 

But at the time of John-
son’s innovation, the high 
cost and relative infancy 
of light bulbs ensured 
the idea did not catch on. 
And though United States 
President Grover Cleve-
land used electric lights 
to illuminate a Christmas 
tree in the White House in 
1895, it would be another 
eight years before General 
Electric would begin selling 
Christmas light kits. Those 
kits cost $12 in 1903, which 
equates to several hundred 
dollars today. 

The first outdoor Christ-
mas light shows started 
to become popular in the 
1920s, and this is the same 
time when commercial 
sales of Christmas lights 
picked up. In the 1960s, 
GE’s decision to begin 
manufacturing Christmas 
lights overseas helped re-
duce the price of outdoor 
lights even further, thus 
paving the way for the tra-
dition of decorating home 
exteriors with string lights 
during the holiday season to 
take a firm hold. And that 
tradition remains wildly 
popular today.

Though retailers may 
begin playing holiday tunes 
shortly after Halloween, for 
many people, no date on the 
calendar marks the beginning 
of the holiday season better 
than the day they pick up 
their Christmas tree.

There are many different 
ways to acquire a Christmas 
tree. Some people prefer arti-
ficial Christmas trees that can 
be stored and taken out each 
year. Others make a yearly 
expedition to a tree lot or a 
Christmas tree farm to find 
the perfect fir or spruce. His-
torians believe a man named 
W.V. McGallard planted 
25,000 Norway spruce seed-
lings at his Mercer County, 
New Jersey farm in 1901, 
essentially establishing the 
first commercial Christmas 
tree farm. By 1908, custom-
ers could visit the farm and 
choose trees for $1 each. 
McGallard helped create an 
entirely new industry that 
now accounts for 350 million 
trees being grown and sold in 
the United States every year.

Selecting a Christmas 
tree may not take more than 
an hour or two, but there are 
ways for families and other 
tree shoppers to maximize 
their time spent looking for 
a tree.

• Bring refreshments. 
Couple Christmas tree shop-
ping with picnicking if the 
weather is amenable. Pack 

some foldable chairs into the 
vehicle (sitting on the ground 
on a blanket may be too cold) 
and bring along thermoses of 
coffee or hot cocoa. Snacks 
like granola bars, Christmas 
cookies or other filling treats 
can keep everyone satisfied 
and energized while they 
shop for a tree.

• Pair tree shopping with 
a trip to see lighting displays. 
Find the tree lot or tree farm 
and then scope out potential-
ly scenic spots to view holi-
day lighting displays nearby. 
Neighborhood Facebook or 
other social media groups 
often tout homes that put up 
eye-catching displays. Ask 
around for addresses and plan 
your own tours.

• Plan a night out. Ev-
eryone may be tired and 
hungry after a long day of 
Christmas tree hunting. Plus, 
it’s typically a good idea to 
wait some time for boughs 

to open before decorating. 
Use this opportunity to dine 
out and return home ready to 
decorate. Make it a regular 
occurrence that Christmas 
tree shopping is followed by 
a family meal at a favorite 
restaurant.

• Watch a classic film. 
Many different holiday 
movies are broadcast this 
time of year and each en-
hances the Christmas spirit. 
While putting up the tree, 
play a favorite film in the 
background. What better 
way to enjoy decorating 
your own tree than by watch-
ing Charlie Brown adorn 
his meager evergreen at the 
same time?

Make a day of selecting 
and putting up the Christmas 
tree each year. Doing so can 
enhance the holidays and 
make for an entertaining way 
to spend time together as a 
couple or family.

Though it might seem 
like a tradition without 
a deep history, holiday 
decorating with electric 
lights can be traced all 
the way back to the nine-
teenth century.

When did 
Christmas lights 

become so popular?
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