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OGLE COUNTY — Ogle County Farm Bureau 
Manager Ron Kern said Thursday, Nov. 17 that soy-
bean harvest is wrapped up and around 10 percent 
of corn remains in fields for the 2022 harvest in the 
county.

Kern said that despite recent snow flurries, the 
winter weather has not yet been enough to impact 
farmers substantially. The promise of temperatures in 
the 40s and dry weather during Thanksgiving week 
should help farmers to end the season. The colder 
weather helps to firm up ground for equipment to 
drive on, he said. 

Most Ogle County farmers circle Thanksgiving Day 
on their calendars as a goal to have harvest finished 
by, Kern said. After crops are harvested, farmers 
attempt to service fields before next year.

See HARVEST page 2

STILLMAN VAL-
LEY – Following the 
review of a record-setting 
number of nominations for 
the Senior Illinoisan Hall 
of Fame, the Illinois De-
partment on Aging (IDoA) 
announced today that Phil 
Bratta, 79, of Davis Junc-
tion is the 2022 honoree in 
the education category. 

Bratta is a retired high 
school biology teacher, 
chess coach and master gar-
dener with the University of 
Illinois Extension serving 
Ogle County. Long after his 
retirement from Stillman 
Valley High School, Bratta 
has remained committed 
to the lives of the school’s 
students and staff, serving 
as a much-needed substitute 
teacher most weeks and 
attending many extracurric-
ular and athletic events. He 
continues to coach IHSA 
chess, having guided his 
chess program to three 1A 
state championships over a 
more than 40-year coaching 
career. 

Bratta has also volun-
teered more than 1,500 
hours to the Ogle County 
community through the 

Davis Junction educator to join 
Senior Illinoisan Hall of Fame

Bratta is retired SVHS biology teacher

University of Illinois Ex-
tension office’s master 
gardener and master nat-
uralist programs, which 

require ongoing training to 
maintain certification. As 
a master gardener, Bratta 
frequently volunteers to 

give presentations to scout 
troops and at local libraries, 
engaging attendees with 
hands-on projects that 
showcase his knowledge of 
horticulture and gardening.

“Mr. Bratta is much 
more than a dedicated 
educator; he is a beloved 
figure in the Ogle County 
community and a prime 
example of what it means 
to volunteer and give 
back,” said IDoA Direc-
tor Paula Basta. “From 
students, to colleagues, to 
community members, Mr. 
Bratta has touched count-
less lives over the years, 
and he is truly deserving of 
joining the Senior Illinois-
an Hall of Fame.” 

The Senior Illinoisan 
Hall of Fame was estab-
lished by the General As-
sembly in 1994 to honor 
older adults’ accomplish-
ments and contributions 
to their communities. 
Each year, IDoA presents 
Senior Illinoisan Hall of 
Fame awards to older 
adults who excel in the 
categories of community 
service, education, per-
formance and/or graphic 

arts, and the labor force. 
This year, tied scores in 
the community service 
category resulted in a total 
of five older adults joining 
the Hall of Fame, one 
more than the traditional 
four annual inductees. 

IDoA Director Paula 
Basta presented Bratta 
with a Senior Illinoisan 
Hall of Fame award on 
Tuesday. Nov. 15 at 8 
a.m. during an all-school 
assembly at Stillman Val-
ley High School.

IDoA serves and ad-
vocates for older Illinois-
ans and their caregivers 
by administering quality 
and culturally appropriate 
programs that promote 
partnerships and encour-
age independence, dig-
nity and quality of life. 
For information about the 
department’s programs 
and services for older 
adults and persons with 
disabilities, visit https://
www2.illinois.gov/aging/
programs or contact the 
Senior HelpLine toll-free at 
1-800-252-8966, Monday 
through Friday between 
8:30 a.m. and 5 p.m. 

Illinois Department of Aging Director Paula Basta 
presented retired teacher Phil Bratta with a Senior 
Illinoisan Hall of Fame award on Tuesday. Nov. 15 at 8 

Ogle County farmers wrapping up 2022 harvest
‘We probably will have the best yields in the state in Northern Illinois’

Ogle County Farm Bureau Manager Ron Kern said Thursday, Nov. 17 that soybean 
harvest is wrapped up and around 10 percent of corn remains in fields for the 
2022 harvest in the county.

Forreston season 
comes to end at state 

semifinals
Section B
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“Some farmers will have a window to 
get anhydrous ammonia on,” Kern said. 
“Depending on the ground freezing, you’ll 
see fall tillage. We haven’t had much of 
that done so far. Getting fall tillage done 
helps get the soil uncompacted and helps 
get moisture in over the winter. Anything 
you can get done during the fall gets you 
ahead for the spring.”

Some farmers use gas-powered dryers 
to bring moisture levels of harvested crops 
down. Kern said a late start in the spring 
caused moisture levels to be higher in 
harvest time. Farmers started to see No-
vember and winter weather coming and 
dryers started running recently after many 
left crops in fields as long as they could to 
avoid using a lot of currently high-priced 
gas on dryers.

Kern said yields on corn and beans in 
Ogle County have been “excellent.”

“I think farmers are very happy,” Kern 
said. “With what I know about the rest of 
the state, we probably will have the best 
yields in the state in Northern Illinois.”

After a late start in the spring and pric-
es of inputs like fertilizer and anhydrous 
ammonia being “through the roof” and 
sometimes double and triple what they were 
the year before, Ogle County farmers were 
wondering whether or not the year would be 
profitable. Kern said crop prices rebounded 
well since and good yields should make 
most farmers profitable this year.

Input prices still remain high for farmers 
as they prepare for 2023.

“With the past year and high input 
prices and transportation issues, farmers I 
think are really going to be sharpening the 
pencil with booking fuel, fertilizer, seed 
and everything,” Kern said. “It will be an 
interesting dance this winter.”

Ongoing drought issues with the Missis-
sippi River could have a negative impact on 
area farmers. Grain is shipped to the river 
and barges are currently backed up due to 
the low water levels. In recent months, Kern 
called the river “a lifeline for agriculture” 
and said other farming inputs are moved 
up and down it.

“They’re still having a hard time get-
ting barges up and down the Mississippi 
River,” Kern said. “Soon there will be ice 
on the river and that always slows down 
shipping. If the potential rail strike comes to 
pass, that could be an issue for agriculture 
as well. Having ethanol plants locally can 
help. Transportation issues getting solved 
will be critical. We’re past the rainy season, 
so I don’t think there will be much help 
filling that river.”

The Ogle County Farm Bureau manager 
reflected on a year that saw a friendly moth-
er nature, but unfriendly economic issues.

“What do we call normal anymore?” 
Kerns said. “Nothing seems to be normal in 
the past few years. The war in Ukraine and 
COVID-19 have affected markets. I think 
it’s all just been a perfect storm the past 
two years. It’s all coming back to roost.”

Ogle County Farm Bureau Manager Ron Kern said Thursday, Nov. 17 that yields 
on corn and beans in Ogle County have been “excellent” and he believes the best 
yields in the state will be in Northern Illinois.

HARVEST: Input prices 
remain high for farmers
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STILLMAN VAL-
LEY — Dr. PJ Caposey, 
superintendent of Me-
ridian CUSD #223, has 
been named the 2023 Il-
linois Superintendent of 
the Year by the Illinois 
Association of School 
Administrators.

The award was pre-
sented Nov. 19 during 
the Joint Annual Con-
fe rence  in  Chicago 
co-sponsored by the 
Illinois Association of 
School Boards (IASB), 
the Illinois Association 
of  School  Business 
Officials (IASBO) and 
IASA. Nominees are 
judged on the follow-
ing criteria: academic 
achievement, preparing 
students for the fu-
ture, social-emotional 
support, teaching and 
instruction and lead-
ership.

“Af ter  learn ing  I 
would receive this hon-
or, I immediately called 
my wife.  When she 
picked up the phone, 
I suddenly could not 
speak to tell her the 
news as I was flooded 
wi th  emot ion ,”  Ca-
posey, who has been 
superintendent of Me-
ridian CUSD #223 for 
10 years and an educator 
for 19 years, said. “The 
emotion was borne out 
of the immense grat-
itude I have for the 
Meridian 223 commu-
nity, particularly our 
board of education and 
leadership team, and a 
deep recognition of the 
journey that we have 
been on together. I am 
unabashedly proud of 
the work we have done, 
and the turnaround we 
have created for the 
kids and community 
that we serve. I am 
acutely aware that I 
have the privilege of 
receiving this award 
based on the incredibly 
hard work of everyone 
in,  and around,  our 
wonderful district. Said 
simply, thank you to my 
wonderfully support-
ive and understanding 
family, the outstanding 
MCUSD team and to 
IASA for this once-in-

a-lifetime honor.”

Turnaround
An independent pan-

el selected Caposey for 
Illinois Superintendent 
of the Year based on the 
significant turnaround 
he facilitated in Me-
ridian CUSD #223, a 
district of about 1,400 
students in Ogle Coun-
ty. When he was hired in 
2013, the rural district 
was in a financial crisis, 
had extremely limited 
technology, a high staff 
turnover rate and out-
dated curriculum and 
teaching strategies. 

After making signifi-
cant budget cuts, Dr. Ca-
posey led a successful 
referendum campaign 
(the first of two success-
ful referendums) that 
put the district on solid 
financial footing and 
paved the way for the 
implementation of nu-
merous improvements. 
His accomplishments 
include:

Six consecutive years 
of being recognized by 
US News and World 
Report as a Top Achiev-
ing High School. Never 
recognized previously.

Over 85 percent of 
graduates earned col-
lege credit in the 2021-
22 school year. Over 
one-third of students 
earned over a full se-
mester of college cred-
its.

Changed the district’s 
foundational approach 
at the K-5 level in both 
English Language Arts 
and math. As a result 
of changes, students in 
Meridian CUSD #223 
have not experienced 
learning loss throughout 
the pandemic.

Recognized as  an 
EduJedi School, Dis-
t r ic t  Adminis t ra t ion 
District of Distinction 
and ISTE Making IT 
Happen winner as a 
result of the district’s 
technology transforma-
tion. Meridian CUSD 
#223 is 1:1 with ubiq-
uitous Wi-Fi, even in 
student homes, after not 
having working email 
before Caposey arrived.

Caposey Named 2023 Illinois Superintendent of the Year
‘I am unabashedly proud of the work we have done’

Increased participa-
tion and performance 
in AP courses, earning 
the recognition as a 
School of Opportuni-
ty. Increased access to 
algebra in eighth grade 
and extended advanced 
coursework down into 
fifth grade.

Implemented a men-
tor ing program that 
has led to a 20 percent 
increase in ninth grade 
students on track to 
graduate.

Added the position 
of college and career 
coordinator, which has 
helped prepare students 
for the future and estab-
lish partnerships with 
companies and organi-
zations in the region.

I m p r o v e d  s o -
cial-emotional supports 
for students by adopting 
the Leader in Me pro-
gram, expanding the 
distr ict’s counseling 
department and imple-
menting policies and 
procedures focused on 
diversity, equity and 
inclusion.

Developed an  in-
structional  coaching 
program, invested in 

professional develop-
ment and adopted inter-
nal culture metrics.

Reduced the annual 
turnover rate of staff 
from over 10 percent to 
having multiple years 
in the last five with 
zero voluntary turnover 
among teacher staff. 

“Every once and a 
while you get to be a part 
of something special,” 
John Smith, board presi-
dent of Meridian CUSD 
#223, said. “What we 
have been able to ac-
complish in Meridian 
over the past decade, 
and the relationships we 
have been able to build, 
is something unlike I 
had ever experienced 
before. I am extremely 
thankful that Dr. Ca-
posey was our superin-
tendent during this time, 
and I am confident that 
we would not be where 
we are today without 
his leadership. We have 
grown as colleagues and 
friends, and I personally 
am very thankful that 
I have gotten to know 
him. He has made each 
of us better as well as our 
district. I could not think 

of a more deserving 
person for this honor.” 

National 
speaker,  

presenter and 
author

In addition to leading 
Meridian CUSD #223, 
Caposey is a nation-
al ly-known speaker, 
presenter and author. 
In the past few years, 
he has led over 100 
workshop sessions in 
over 15 states reaching 
an estimated 10,000 ed-
ucators. He has authored 
eight books, published 
more than 50 blogs/arti-
cles and has served as the 
keynote speaker at large 
conferences, including a 
TEDx Talk. Furthermore, 
Dr. Caposey teaches at 
two universities, leads 
the Illinois Principals 
Association Building 
Leaders Cohort and aver-
ages 10 coaching clients 
per year. Throughout the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
he emerged as a thought 
leader, appearing on 
NPR, CBS and The 

Washington Post.
Dr. Brent Clark, exec-

utive director of IASA, 
described Caposey as 
a dynamic leader and 
passionate educator who 
cares deeply about im-
proving the lives of 
students in Meridian 
CUSD #223 and ele-
vating public education 
nationwide.

“The turnaround PJ 
has facilitated in Me-
ridian 223 is a shining 
example of why strong 
leadership matters,” 
Clark said. “The changes 
he’s made, the programs 
he’s implemented and 
the culture he’s built has 
drastically improved the 
lives of students. Ac-
complishing those feats 
takes a uniquely talented 
person, and PJ is unques-
tionably one of the most 
expressive leaders and 
gifted communicators 
I have ever met.”

The Illinois Asso-
ciation of School Ad-
ministrators (IASA) 
is the state’s premier 
advocacy organization 
for school administra-
tors with about 1,750 
members.

Dr. PJ Caposey, superintendent of Meridian CUSD #223, pictured at left, 
has been named the 2023 Illinois Superintendent of the Year by the 
Illinois Association of School Administrators.

“After learning I 
would receive this 
honor, I immediately 
called my wife. 
When she picked 
up the phone, I 
suddenly could 
not speak to tell 
her the news as I 
was flooded with 
emotion. The 
emotion was borne 
out of the immense 
gratitude I have for 
the Meridian 223 
community....”

Dr. PJ Caposey
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OREGON – Charles N. “Nevin” 
McPherson, 97, made the transition on 
Friday, Nov. 19 after a short 
illness. 

He was born March 23, 1925 
in Polo the son of Charles and 
Edna Rucker McPherson.  He 
attend Polo Schools prior to 
entering the U. S. Navy where he 
served four years during World 
War II in the Asiatic Pacific 
aboard the USS Austin. He was 
honorably discharged in 1945. 

He married Shirley M. Spoor 
on May 4, 1968 in Polo. He was 
employed by Sun Chemical for 32 years 
retiring in 1987. 

Charles was predeceased by his parents 
and his two brothers Orville and Robert. 

He is survived by his wife 
Shirley of Mt. Morris, two 
stepsons, Scott (Barb) Spoor of 
Mendota, and Jon (Patti) Spoor 
of Oregon, two step grandsons 
James and Austin Spoor, and 
nephew Patrick McPherson. 

A private service will be held 
at the Farrell-Holland-Gale Fu-
neral Home in Oregon. Burial 
will take place at the Riverview 
Cemetery. 

Visit www.farrellholland-
gale.com to leave a condolence or memory 
of Charles.

MT. MORRIS — George “Greely” 
Myers, 83, passed away on Saturday, Nov. 
19 in Swedish American Hospital 
surrounded by his family. Greely 
was born on May 25, 1939 in 
Freeport; the son of Frank C. & 
Blanche O. (Wacaster) Myers. 
He lived in Leaf River until 
age nine and then moved to Mt. 
Morris. He graduated from Mt. 
Morris High School class of 
1957. Greely married Susan L. 
Corrigan on July 23, 1977.  To-
gether they spent 20 years living 
in Vernon Hills, Illinois and the 
last 24 years here in Mt. Morris. 

In Greely’s younger years he worked as 
an off-set pressman for Kable Printing. He 
worked as a meat cutter and bartender. Gree-
ly was proud to say he was an Eagle Scout 
and was a member of Order of the Arrow 
honor society for scouts. Greely loved golf, 
fishing, bowling, playing cards, trivia and 
had a knack for telling jokes and making 
people smile, but most of all he loved watch-

ing Casey and Kyle play sports.  
Golfing, he had three hole-in-one’s, one 

in Vernon Hills and two at Sunset; 
and in bowling threw three perfect 
300 games. He enjoyed the “over 
50” men’s travel golf outings on 
Mondays at various courses. He 
loved to sing karaoke and gamble 
with “scratch off” tickets!

He is survived by his wife: 
Sue and four children:  Jeff, 
Danny, Kim and Nicki. Grand-
children: Corey, Julianne, Casey 
and Kyle. He is predeceased by 
his parents and a sister Doris Jean. 

Visitation/celebration of life services 
for Greely were held on Wednesday, Nov. 
23 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. in Finch Funeral 
Home, 405 East Hitt, Mt. Morris. At 1 p.m., 
Greely’s longtime friend Frank spoke to 
honor the life of “Greely.”  

 Following the visitation, there was a 
luncheon at the Mt. Morris Moose Lodge. 

 In lieu of flowers, memorials to the family 
and Sunset Golf Club. 

FORRESTON — Eldon Stukenberg, 
83, of Forreston, passed away Sunday, 
Nov. 20 at Serenity Home in 
Oregon. He was born March 8, 
1939 in Forreston to George 
and Elene (Kilker) Stuken-
berg. 

On Nov. 4, 1961, he mar-
ried Rosalie Frickson. For 
several years he farmed with 
his wife until she passed 
away Jan. 17, 2000. He also 
drove truck for Vet-Way Feed 
Company for several years. 
His employment also included 
Kutz Quarry and Stukenberg Farms.

He enjoyed spending time with his 
grandchildren and great-granddaughter. 

He was at all their school functions and 
after they graduated from school he still 

enjoyed all the ball games.
Surviving are his daugh-

ter, Pam White of Forreston. 
Three grandchildren Amber 
White of Forreston, Ben 
White of Forreston and Ashley 
White of Sterling. One great 
granddaughter Aubri Nares 
of Sterling.

Preceding him in death 
were his parents and wife.

There will be a private 
family service at a later date. 

In lieu of flowers a memorial has been 
established for the Serenity Home in 
Oregon.

MT. MORRIS — Margaret Ann 
(Mueller) Sweeney, 81, of Mt. Morris, 
peacefully passed away at Serenity 
Hospice and Home in Oregon on Nov. 
19 after a brief illness.

Margaret was born on Jan. 
22, 1941, at home in Paynes 
Point, the youngest daughter of 
Henry and Jeanetta (Bolthouse) 
Mueller.

Margaret grew up in the 
Paynes Point area and graduat-
ed from Stillman Valley High 
School in 1959.

On June 19, 1965, Margaret 
married Richard (Dick) Swee-
ney in Paynes Point. They had one son, 
Joel. They moved to Mt. Morris, where 
Margaret was employed in the bindery 
at Kable Printing/Quebecor for 38 years.

Throughout her life, Margaret spent 
much of her time helping others. She 
enjoyed visits with her extended fam-
ily and friends, watching game shows 
on television and attending plays and 
entertainment shows with her brother 

and nieces.
Margaret is survived by her son: Joel 

(Stephanie) Sweeney, Paynes Point; two 
grandchildren: Mackenzie and Carson 

Sweeney; two great-grandchil-
dren: Luna and Oliver; special 
step-grandchildren: Travis and 
Candace Hanlin; brother: Ray-
mond Mueller as well as many 
cousins, nieces and nephews, 
whom she adored.

Margaret is preceded in 
death by her husband Richard, 
parents Henry and Jeanetta, 
and her sister, Irma (Mueller) 
Deporter.

The family wishes to thank the staff 
at Pinecrest Manor and Serenity Hospice 
& Home for their kindness, compassion 
and outstanding care during her brief stay 
at their facilities.

Cremation rites have been accorded 
with Finch Funeral Home, 405 E. Hitt 
St., Mt. Morris.

A private graveside service will be 
held at a later date.

Dennis R. Davis

Charles N. ‘Nevin’ 
McPherson

George ‘Greely’ Myers

Eldon Stukenberg

Margaret Ann (Mueller) 
Sweeney

STILLMAN VALLEY — Dennis 
R. Davis, 77, of Stillman Valley, passed 
away with his family surrounding him on 
Saturday, November 19, 2022.  
Born May 24, 1945, in Vallejo, 
CA, the son of Ancell and Aline 
(Pratt) Davis.  Attended East 
High School and Nazarene Bi-
ble College, Colorado Springs, 
Co receiving his Associates in 
Biblical Studies. Dennis married 
the love of his life Caroline 
Becker on February 21, 1965 
in Rockford.  He owned Acme 
Plumbing for 29 years.  Dennis 
built a few homes under Heartland Build-
ers and when he retired, he worked for 
Todd Transit and always loved his jobs 
and all those he worked with.

Dennis loved the Lord with all his heart 
and enjoyed reading his Bible.  Whenever 
he had the opportunity, he loved to share 
his testimony to whomever would listen.  
He lived by his motto: Holiness unto the 
Lord now and forever.  Dennis loved his 
family with all of his heart.  His boys 
Darren and Troy were his pride and joy.

Survived by his wife, Caroline; chil-
dren, Darren (Sara) Davis of Byron and 

Troy (Sonja) Davis of Rockford; grand-
children, Alex, Tyler, Katie, Kendra, 
and Shayla Davis; great-grandchildren, 

Maliyah and Troy Davis and his 
mother, Ashley Harper; sister, 
Barbara (Cliff) Emmons of 
Donavan, MO; and many nieces 
and nephews; special friend, 
Gordon Gary Eggers.  He was 
always there for Dennis taking 
him many times to Madison 
for his treatment.  Dennis loved 
him like a brother.  Predeceased 
by his parents; brother, Doyle; 
nephews, Wayne and Bobby 

Emmons; and niece, Mary Ellen.
Funeral Services will be held at 1:00 

pm on Monday, November 28, 2022 at 
Fred C. Olson Chapel, 1001 Second Ave., 
Rockford with Reverend Richard Warner 
officiating.  Visitation will be from 11:30 
a.m. to 12:45 p.m. prior to the service.  
Burial in Kishwaukee Cemetery, Stillman 
Valley, IL.  In lieu of flowers, memorials 
may be made to Rock House Kids, 1325 
7th St., Rockford, IL 61104 or Rockford 
Rescue Mission, 715 W. State St., Rock-
ford, IL 61102.  To send a condolence or 
share a memory, please visit olsonfh.com.

STILLMAN VAL-
LEY — Cardinal Christ-
mas will be on Sunday, 
Dec. 4 from 4-7 p.m. 
in downtown Stillman 
Valley. Santa will arrive 
by fire truck to Ladders 
of Learning at 4 p.m.  
You can get your picture 
taken with Santa inside 
or leave him a letter. 
Many activities will be 
going on throughout 
town.  Royal Blue and 
Fritz’s Wooden Nickel 
will have food and drink 
specials.   Shear Mad-
ness will have treats and 
photo cutouts. Walter’s 
Accounting will be open 
with goodies.    

An  in format iona l 
booth will be located 
outside the Royal Blue 
with a map to let you 
know what is happening 
around town.  Commit-
tee members will have 
special red and black 
stocking caps if you have 
questions.  Horse drawn 
carriage and wagon rides 
will be available.   

A craft show will be 
going on from 2-7 p.m. 
at the junior high. Stop 
by and shop while your 
child meets their favor-
ite princess or super 
hero. Food trucks will 
also be parked nearby.

There will be carolers 
along with hot cider, 
coffee and cider donuts 
at the Brick Center. Drop 
in and warm up, while 
you listen to Christmas 
music. Outside, across 
from the junior high will 
be a live nativity scene.  

Donations will be 

Stillman’s Cardinal 
Community Christmas 
to take place Dec. 4

accepted for Bread of 
Life at White Tail Prop-
erties trailer located 
downtown  in the vacant 
lot between Ladders of 
Learning and Tease. 
Items needed by Bread of 
Life are Progresso soups, 
canned fruit, paper prod-
ucts like Kleenex, toilet 
paper and paper towels; 
also, personal hygiene 
products. Gently-used or 
new coats, hats, gloves, 
mit tens and scarves 
will also be collected. 
All sizes are welcome, 
with children’s items 
being given to Meridian 
Schools and adults sizes 
donated to a local shel-
ter or Rockford Rescue 
Mission. There will be 
s’mores and a bon fire 
at the lot. Meridian PTO 
will be selling spirit 
wear.  

There will be a draw-
ing for Ice Hog tickets 
and a four pack of Disney 
on Ice tickets. Obtain a 
card and visit area es-
tablishments to get your 

sticker. Once your card 
is full it will be entered 
into the drawing. Cards 
can be picked up at the 
informational booth or 
participating businesses.  
Winners will be drawn 
at 7 p.m. The Coyote 
102.3 will be broadcast-
ing from downtown on 
Sunday and will draw the 
prize-winning tickets. 

A tree decorat ing 
contest will take place 
at the Stillman Bank. 
There will be a bonfire 
along with cookies and 
hot cocoa in the garage 
near the bank. Donation 
jars will be inside garage 
to vote for your favorite 
tree. Proceeds will go to 
Bread of Life. The tree 
lighting ceremony will 
take place once again 
this year.  

Residents can get 
sand and bags starting 
Thursday, Nov. 30 at 
parking lot by park for 
their luminaries. Let’s 
light up the Valley on 
Dec. 4!  



OGLE COUNTY LIFE/ROCK VALLEY SHOPPER • SECTION A • PAGE 5MONDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 2022

LOCAL NEWS

Bar and Kitchen Open at 4PM
Carry out and kitchen are open:  

Monday 4pm-7pm, Wednesday 4pm-8pm & Friday 4pm-8pm

Fish, chicken and shrimp  
carry out on Fridays! 
BINGO Wednesday 5:30pm

Karaoke 3rd Friday 7:00-11:00pm
Watch for Live Entertainment!

SLOTS ARE WAITING!

VFW Post #8739
1310 W. Washington St., Oregon, IL

815-732-6851

08
22

20
22

Game machines open Monday,  
Wednesday and Friday 4-Close

3546 W. SUMNER ROAD, LEAF RIVER3546 W. SUMNER ROAD, LEAF RIVER

Opening the weekendOpening the weekend
of Thanksgiving until Christmasof Thanksgiving until Christmas

Saturdays & Sundays 10am-5pmSaturdays & Sundays 10am-5pm

• Fresh-cut Christmas Trees • Wreaths• Fresh-cut Christmas Trees • Wreaths
• Garland • Fresh Centerpieces• Garland • Fresh Centerpieces

• Home Decor & Gifts• Home Decor & Gifts

Call & Place Your Order  Call & Place Your Order  
815-703-9122815-703-9122

ROSE HILL GARDEN

11
22

20
21

     Annual Holiday  
        Rummage Sale
           & Bake Sale

           Saturday, Dec. 3rd
                8:00 to 1:00

Come see  
our bargain-priced  

treasures and delicious 
baked goods!

St. Bride’s Episcopal Church
1000 Route 64 West
Oregon, IL  61061

05162022

O R E G O N  —  O n 
Nov. 11 at approximate-
ly 10:49 p.m. deputies 
were dispatched to the 
8,000 block of North 
Perryvil le  Road for 
the report of a suspi-
cious vehicle.  After 
further investigation, 
deputies arrested James 
Charles, 59, of Rock-
ford, for driving under 
the influence of alcohol. 
Charles was also issued 
citations for failure to 
reduce speed to avoid 
an accident, failure to 
report an accident, im-
proper lane usage and 
expired registration. 
Charles was transported 
to the Ogle County Jail, 
where he was held in 
lieu of bond.

On Nov. 11 at approx-
imately 2:34 p.m. depu-
ties conducted a traffic 
stop at the intersection 
of Illinois Route 64 and 
Meridian Road. After 
investigation deputies 
placed Malik Tiger, 
26, of Chicago, under 
arrest for driving while 
license suspended and 
an active Rockford PD 
warrant for a criminal 
damage to property 
charge. Tiger was addi-
tionally issued citations 
for improper lane us-
age, speeding, failure to 
signal and operating an 
uninsured vehicle. Ti-
ger was transported to 
the Ogle County Jail 
where he was held in 
lieu of bond.

On Nov. 12 at ap-
proximately 8:34 p.m. 
deputies conducted a 
traffic stop in the 20,000 
block of East Illinois 
Route 38.  After in-
vestigation, deputies 
arrested Juan Alvarado 
Jr., 33, of Rochelle, 
for  possession of  a 
controlled substance 
(crack/cocaine) and no 
valid driver’s license. 
Alvarado was also is-
sued citations for oper-
ating an uninsured mo-
tor vehicle and illegal 
window tint. Alvarado 
was transported to the 
Ogle County Jail, where 
he was held in lieu of 
bond.

On Nov. 13 at ap-
proximately 1:07 a.m. 
deputies conducted a 
traffic stop in the 2,000 
block of North Illinois 
Route 251. After in-
vestigation, deputies 
arrested Jeremy Brack, 
32, of Rochelle, for 
driving while license 
revoked and an active 
Boone County warrant. 
Brack was also issued 
citations for suspend-
ed registration and an 
equipment violation. 
Brack was transported 
to the Ogle County Jail, 
where he was held in 
lieu of bond.

On Nov. 13 at 5:37 
p.m. deputies conduct-
ed a traffic stop in 
the 100 block of West 
Washington Street in 
Oregon. As a result, 
Charles V. Alba, 36, of 
Forreston was arrested 
for driving while li-
cense suspended. Alba 
was additionally issued 
a citation for operate 
vehicle with suspended 
registration. Alba was 
transported to the Ogle 
County Jail.

On Nov. 13 at 10:31 
p.m. deputies conduct-

ed a traffic stop in the 
12,000 block of East 
Illinois Route 64. As 
a result, Adam J. Ste-
phen, 43, of Elk Grove 
Village, Illinois was 
arrested for driving 
while license suspend-
ed and an Ogle County 
warrant. Additionally, 
Stephen was issued 
citations for operate 
vehicle with suspended 
registration and operate 
an uninsured motor 
vehicle. Stephen was 
transported to the Ogle 
County Jail.

On Nov. 14 at 7:43 
p.m. deputies conducted 
a traffic stop near the 
intersection of Ranger 
Road and South Dement 
Road. After a brief in-
vestigation, Douglas 
Lawson of Harriman, 
Tennessee, was arrested 
for driving while license 
suspended. Lawson was 
also issued citations for 
failure to use turn signal 
and use of electronic 
communication device. 
Lawson was released on 
a $2,500 individual bond 
with a return court date. 

On Nov. 18 at ap-
proximately 7:19 p.m. 
deputies conducted a 
traffic stop at Illinois 
Route 26 and Lanark 
Road. After a brief inves-
tigation, Denzel Stokes, 
24, of Freeport, was 
arrested for unlawful 
possession of cannabis. 
Stokes was also cited 
for illegal window tint, 
expired registration and 
illegal transportation 
of alcohol. Stokes was 
released on scene with 
a return court date. 

On Nov. 19 at 5:49 
p.m. deputies, the Ro-
chelle Police Depart-
ment, and Rochelle Fire 
Department responded 
to a multi-vehicle ac-
cident at South Illinois 
Route 251 and Twombly 
Road.  After  a  brief 
investigation,  depu-
ties cited Kylie Hall 
of Davis Junction for 
failure to reduce speed 
to avoid an accident. 
Hall struck a Chevro-
let Yukon driven by 
Priscilla Hernandez of 
Rockford. Hernandez’s 
Yukon then struck Jeff 
Dilling’s Chevrolet Tra-
verse. Hernandez was 
transported to Rochelle 
Community Hospital 
with suspected injuries. 

On Nov. 19 at 12:15 
a.m. deputies conduct-
ed a traffic stop at the 
intersect ion of  I l l i -
nois Route 251 and 
Illinois Route 64. After 
a brief investigation, 
Juan Mendez-Marti-
nez of Rockford, was 
arrested for driving 
without a valid license. 
Mendez-Martinez was 
also issued citations 
for speeding and failure 
to stop at a stop sign. 
Mendez-Martinez was 
released on a $2,500 
individual bond with a 
return court date. 

On Nov. 19 at ap-
proximately 7:45 p.m. 
deput ies  ini t ia ted a 
traffic stop on Inter-
state 39 southbound 
at  mile marker 106 
for window tint. Upon 
further investigation, 
deputies arrested Vin-
cent Sanders, 44, of 
Rockford, for driving 
while his license was 

Ogle County Sheriff

revoked. Sanders was 
transported to the Ogle 
County Jail in lieu of 
bond. 

On Nov. 20 at ap-
proximately 12:17 a.m. 
deputies responded to a 
single-vehicle accident 
in the 900 block of North 
River Road. Upon ar-
rival, deputies locat-
ed a blue Chevrolet 
Cruze in the east ditch 
facing northwest with 
minor damage. After 
investigation, deputies 
determined the Chev-
rolet, being operated by 
26-year-old Aaron T. 
Woods of Rockford, was 
traveling southbound 
on River Road. Woods 
left the roadway on the 
southbound shoulder be-
fore over-correcting and 
entering back into the 
roadway. Woods crossed 
over the center-dashed 
yellow line and into the 
northbound lane before 
losing control and enter-
ing the east ditch. The 
Chevrolet struck a ditch/
embankment causing 
minor damage to the 
vehicle.  

After further investi-
gation, Woods was taken 
into custody for driving 
under the influence of 
alcohol and unlawful 
possession of cannabis/
improper container-driv-
er. Woods was taken into 
custody without inci-
dent and transported to 
the Ogle County Jail, 
where he was held in 
lieu of bond. Woods was 
additionally cited for 
improper traffic lane us-
age, operating uninsured 
motor vehicle and failure 
to reduce speed to avoid 
an accident. 

All individuals are 
considered innocent 
until proven guilty.

Rockford man arrested 
for driving under the 
influence of alcohol OREGON — On Tues-

day 11/22/2022 at 1206 
the Ogle County Sheriff’s 
Office was advised of a ve-
hicle pursuit southbound 
on IL Rt. 26 from Freeport.  

The pursuit involved 
the Stephenson Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office and 
a white Mazda MX5. 
The pursuit continued 
south on IL Rt. 26 and 
then continued south 
on Freeport Rd.  In the 
area of Freeport Rd. 
and Milledgeville Rd. 
an Ogle County Deputy 
deployed stops stick in 
an effort to flatten the 
fleeing vehicle’s tires 
and end the pursuit.  As 
the driver of the fleeing 

Man being charged 
with attempted murder 
following police chase

vehicle approached the 
Deputy he veered left in 
an attempt to strike the 
Deputy, who was on the 
shoulder of the opposite 
lane of traffic. The Deputy 
was able to move out of the 
way of the fleeing vehicle.

A collision between the 
fleeing vehicle and a Ste-
phenson County Sheriff’s 
Office occurred after the 
fleeing vehicle entered 
the roadway.

The driver of the flee-
ing vehicle, Brian Taylor, 
49, of Massillon, Ohio, 
was taken into custody 
by the Ogle County Sher-
iff’s Office. Taylor was 
charged with Attempted 
First Degree Murder and 
is currently being held 
at the Ogle County Jail. 

The Ogle County 
Sheriff’s Office complet-
ed the crash investigation 
and additional charges are 
pending in both Ogle and 
Stephenson County.  

Brian Taylor

OREGON — The Ogle County De-
partment of Health (OCDH) reports an 
increase in gastrointestinal (GI) illness 
outbreaks and encourages people to take 
action to prevent the spread of the virus, 
a Nov. 21 press release said.

GI illnesses can be highly contagious, 
spreads quickly from person to person 
and cannot be treated with antibiotics. 
Symptoms of GI illnesses include diar-
rhea, vomiting, nausea and stomach pain 
that usually last between 24 hours and 48 
hours. Anyone with GI illness should stay 
home when sick and for 24 hours after 
experiencing vomiting or diarrhea.

Good hygiene practices are important 
for everyone to prevent the spread of 
illness. OCDH recommends people take 
the following steps recommended by 
the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) 
and Illinois Department of Public Health 
(IDPH) to assist in the prevention and 
spread of GI viruses:

Frequently wash your hands, especially 
after using the toilet or changing diapers, 
before eating and preparing food or before 
taking or giving someone medicine.

Using hand sanitizers in addition to 
handwashing can be beneficial but using 
hand sanitizers should not replace hand 
washing. Handwashing with soap and wa-

ter is always preferred over hand sanitizers.
To help make sure that food is safe 

from viruses, routinely clean and sanitize 
kitchen utensils, counters and surfaces 
before preparing food. Additional steps 
to reduce the spread include:

Rinse fruits and vegetables before 
eating.

Cook oysters and other shellfish thor-
oughly before eating them.

Avoid preparing food for others when 
sick and for at least two days after symp-
toms stop.

If you are caring for someone with a 
GI illness, always thoroughly clean and 
disinfect an area immediately after an 
episode of vomiting or diarrhea. Wear 
rubber or disposable gloves and wipe the 
entire area with paper towels. Use a bleach-
based household cleaner to disinfect the 
area. If using liquid household bleach to 
disinfect, use a chlorine bleach and water 
solution. Leave the bleach disinfectant on 
the affected area for at least five minutes, 
then clean the entire area again with soap 
and hot water. Finish by cleaning any soiled 
laundry, taking out the trash and washing 
your hands.

Please contact Ogle County Health 
Department with additional questions or 
concerns at 815-562-6976.

Health department reports 
increase in GI illness outbreaks
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The 2023 From The Heart Cash Calendars 
are NOW AVAILABLE!!

The proceeds of the sale of the  calendars 
benefit our From The Heart recipients: 

Pegasus Special Riders, Rochelle Christian 
Food Pantry, HOPE, Focus House, Shining Star 

Children’s Advocacy 
Center, CASA, Rochelle Area 

Community Foundation, Hub City 
Senior Center & Rochelle Rotary.

OUR CHARITIES 
NEED OUR 
SUPPORT 

NOW MORE 
THAN EVER!

YES! Send me my 2023 From The Heart Cash Calendar!  
(Please Print) 

    NAME: ______________________________________________ 
   ADDRESS: ___________________________________________
   CITY, STATE, ZIP:  ____________________________________
   PHONE:  _____________________________________________
   NUMBER OF CALENDARS: _________________________
 Clip and mail this form along with $23 

($20 per calendar plus $3 per calendar postage) to: 
 Rotary Calendar, PO BOX 372, Rochelle, IL 61068

For Just $20 you have a chance to be one of
365 DAILY WINNERS TOTAL CASH PRIZES $18,250

PLUS Each Calendar Has VALUABLE LOCAL COUPONS

Here are 3 Ways to Purchase Your 
2023 From The Heart Cash Calendar!

• ONLINE: Go to http://fromtheheartrochelle.org and click on 
CASH CALENDARS. Once the calendar is purchased we will mail it out to 
you! Shipping and processing fees will be added to cost.

• IN PERSON: You can pick up a 2023 From The Heart Cash 
Calendar TODAY at the following locations:
     In Rochelle at: First State Bank, Stillman Bank, HOPE Chest, 
Dimond Bros. Insurance and Hub City Senior Center 
     In Oregon at: Merlin’s 
     In Dixon at: Shining Star 
    
• • BY MAIL: Fill out the form below and send it in to us and we will mail a 
2023 From The Heart Cash Calendar to you! 
Shipping fees are added to cost.

DIRECTORY OF AREA 
HUMAN SERVICES

Alcohol Abuse Counseling & Recovery
A.A. Hotline  800-452-7990
Sinnissippi Centers, Inc.
Oregon 732-3157
Rochelle  562-3801

Domestic Abuse Agency and  
24-Hour Shelter and Helpline
HOPE of Ogle County 562-8890 or 732-7796
Counseling Services, Court Advocacy, Latina Advocacy, and 
Shelter programs

Education
University of Illinois Extension-Ogle County
421 W Pines Rd, Oregon 61061 732-2191

Low Income Housing
Ogle County Housing Authority
200 W Washington, Oregon 732-1301

Habitat for Humanity of Ogle County
P.) Box 628
Oregon, IL 61061 732-6855  
 

Mental Health
Family Counseling Services 962-5585
Sinnissippi Centers, Inc. 
Oregon 732-3157
Rochelle 562-3801
The Serenity Shed Grief Services 732-2499

Senior Citizens Services
Hub City Senior Center 562-5050
Mt Morris Senior Center 734-6335
Polo Senior Center 946-3818
Rock River Center 732-3252
Oregon, IL 800-541-5479

Sexual Assault/Abuse
Rockford Sexual Assault Counseling
24-hour hotline 636-9811
412 W Washington, Oregon 732-0000

Therapeutic 
Pegasus Special Riders 973-3177

Veterans’ Services
Rock River Center 732-3252
Serenity Hospice and Home 732-2499
Medical Transportation 677-6515

Wellness Services
Ogle County Health Dept
907 Pines Rd, Oregon 562-6976
510 Lincoln Hwy, Rochelle 562-6976
Serenity Hospice and Home 732-2499

November 9
At 11:20 p.m., Oregon Police is-

sued Kaden A. Wendt, age 19, Oregon, 
a citation for speeding, 55mph in a 
40mph zone. This violation occurred 
in the 200 block of E. Washington 
Street.

November 10
At 9:30 a.m., Oregon Police arrest-

ed Jason A. Skinner, age 44, Oregon, 
for being a registered sex offender 
in a prohibited zone. Skinner was 
transported to the Ogle County jail. 
This violation occurred in the 1100 
block of Jefferson Street.

At 3:30 p.m., Oregon Police took 
one 12-year-old female, Oregon, 
into limited custody for the offense 
of theft less than $500. The juvenile 
was released into a guardian’s custody 
with referral to juvenile probation for 
juvenile delinquency. This violation 
occurred in the 500 block of S. 3rd 
Street.

November 11
At 2:30 p.m., Oregon Police issued 

one 15-year-old male juvenile, Mt. 
Morris, a city citation for violating 
the tobacco products and alternative 
nicotine products as a juvenile or-
dinance. This violation occurred at 
Oregon High School, 210 S. 10th 
Street.

At 6:47 p.m., Oregon Police issued 
Chad A. Veitch, age 31, Oregon, a 
city citation for violating the city 
ordinance for allowing grass to be 

more than six inches. This violation 
occurred in the 200 block of Jeffer-
son Street.

At 11:41 p.m., Oregon Police is-
sued Alejandro DeLaCruz, age 44, of 
Pearl City, IL, a citation for operating 
an uninsured motor vehicle. This 
violation occurred in the 100 block 
of E. Washington Street.

November 12
At 12:53 a.m., Oregon Police 

issued Brittany D. Meiter, age 30, 
Byron, a citation for operating an 
uninsured motor vehicle. This vio-
lation occurred in the 100 block of 
N. River Road.

November 13
At 7:26 p.m., Oregon Police is-

sued Broderick M. Kothe, age 29, of 
Colorado Springs, CO, a citation for 
speeding, 42mph in a 30mph zone. 
This violation occurred in the 300 
block of N. 4th Street.

At 7:57 p.m., Oregon Police arrest-
ed Steven D. Murphy, age 47, Dixon, 
for driving while license revoked. 
Murphy also had a Winnebago County 
warrant for failure to appear and a 
Rockford Police Department warrant 
for failure to appear; Murphy was 
issued citations for operation of a 
vehicle with a suspended registration 
and operating an uninsured motor 
vehicle; Murphy was also charged 
with improper container as a driver. 
Murphy was transported to the Ogle 
County jail. These violations occurred 

Oregon Police Department

Oregon officers arrest man for violating sex offender registration conditions
in the 100 block of S. 4th Street. 

Officers issued one parking cita-
tion and eight verbal warnings issued 
during the week of Nov. 7 through 
Nov. 13.

November 14
At 4:19 a.m., Oregon Police is-

sued James T. McKenzie, age 55, 
Oregon, a citation for disobeying a 
traffic control device. This violation 
occurred at the intersection of 3rd 
and Jefferson Streets.

At 6:36 a.m., Oregon Police issued 
Jaime C. Frye, age 45, Dixon, a cita-
tion for speeding, 43mph in a 30mph 
zone. This violation occurred in the 
200 block of N. Daysville Road.

7:45 p.m., Oregon Police issued 
Robert Thompson, age 54, Mt. 
Morris, a citation for operating an 
uninsured motor vehicle. This vio-
lation occurred in the 100 block of 
W. Washington Street.

November 15
At 1:33 p.m., Oregon Police took 

one 14-year-old female juvenile, Mt. 
Morris, into limited custody for the 
offense of battery. The juvenile was 
released into her parent’s custody 
with a referral to the State’s At-
torney’s Office/Juvenile Probation 
for diversion or informal services 
requested, if found to be appropriate. 
This violation occurred at Oregon 
High School, 210 S. 10th Street.

At 2:59 a.m., Oregon Police ar-
rested Jovannie Elizondo, age 23, of 
Indianapolis, IN, for a driving while 
license suspended and an outstanding 
Marion County, IN, warrant for fail-
ure to remain at the scene of an acci-
dent with injury. Elizondo was also 
issued citations for speeding, 40mph 
in a 30mph zone and operating an 
uninsured motor vehicle. Elizondo 
was transported to the Ogle County 
jail. These violations occurred in the 
600 block of Gale Street.

November 16
At 12:59 p.m., Oregon Police 

issued Stephanie A. Lopez, age 35, 
Oregon, a citation for operating a 
vehicle with an expired registra-
tion. This violation occurred near 
the intersection of 4th Street and 

Pines Road.
November 17
At 11:56 a.m., Oregon Police 

investigated a two-vehicle traffic 
crash at the intersection of N. 6th 
and Monroe Streets involving a 
2011 Mazda driven by Monique 
N. Lindell, 42, Oregon, and a 2011 
Jeep driven by Grace Reimer, age 
75, Oregon. Lindell was issued a 
citation for failure to yield at a yield 
intersection. 

At 3:20 p.m., the Oregon Police 
took one 13-year-old female juve-
nile, Mt. Morris, into limited cus-
tody for the offense of battery and 
one 13-year-old male juvenile, Mt. 
Morris, into limited custody for the 
offense of battery. Both juveniles 
were referred to the State’s Attor-
ney’s Office/Juvenile Probation 
for diversion or informal services 
requested, if found to be appropriate. 
These violations occurred at Oregon 
High School, 210 S. 10th Street.

November 19
At 9:49 p.m., Oregon Police is-

sued Dominique I. Perez, age 35, 
Rockford, a citation for operating a 
vehicle with an expired registration. 
This violation occurred in the 100 
block of S. 4th Street.

November 20
At 2:08 a.m., Oregon Police issued 

Jimmy L. Ollie, Jr., age 36, Chicago, 
a citation for disobeying a stop sign. 
This violation occurred at the inter-
section of S. 7th and Gale Streets.

At 3:43 a.m., Oregon Police is-
sued Wilmer G. Vasquez-Ramos, 
age 33, Rockford, citations for 
speeding, 47mph in a 30mph zone, 
and operating an uninsured motor 
vehicle. These violations occurred 
in the 500 block of N. 4th Street.

At 9:37 p.m., Oregon Police 
issued Skylar P. Carlson, age 23, 
Oregon, a citation for disobeying a 
stop sign. This violation occurred at 
the N. Jones Terrace and E. Wash-
ington Street intersection.

Officers issued 14 parking cita-
tions and 13 verbal warnings issued 
during the week of Nov. 14 through 
Nov. 20.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Brought to you by these sponsors:

C
C

20
17

208 N Walnut St  
Stillman Valley, IL 61084 

815-645-9828

Friday
5pm-9pm

Serving the Community for 31 years!
Locally owned and operated

Full Menu Served:
Wed, Fri, Sat | 5pm - 9pm

09262016

120 W. South St., Franklin Grove, IL

815-456-2334

712 N Division St. 
Polo, IL

815-946-2886
Thursday - Saturday 5PM to 1AM

10102016

(815) 288-4648
Fax: (815) 288-1599

heartland1254@gmail.com

Matthew 
Hermes
Managing Broker

www.heartlandrealtyonline.com

Rochelle • New Milford • Creston • Byron
815-562-3838

www.holcomb.bank

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle

Loans For All Your Needs
* Auto * Home Improvement * Vacations

Give Us A Call - 815   561   4035!

Jami Hackman, Mgr. Nikki Lynch

A little bit 
of everything 

for 
EVERYONE!

4449 W. IL Route 64
Mount Morris, IL 61054 (815) 734-0995

08282017

Wed.-Sat. 10-5

By The Tracks
12554 E. Rte 64, Kings, IL

ADVERTISE YOUR 
BUSINESS HERE

OREGON — The Serenity Shed at 113 N. 3rd St., 
Oregon, is offering a holiday décor wood cutout paint-
ing class. Join us Friday, Dec. 2 between 4-8 p.m. or 
Saturday, Dec. 3 between 9 a.m. and noon. Options to 
choose from include Christmas trees, adorable snowmen 
and more. Prices vary depending on the cutout selected 
ranging from $30-55. People can call Cathy or Denise 
at 815-732-2499 to register. 

As always, all proceeds benefit the impactful mission 
of Serenity Hospice and Home, an organization that 
provides high quality, compassionate end-of-life care 
as well as free, ongoing bereavement services that are 
open to the public.

Tis the season for 
holiday crafts at 
The Serenity Shed

OREGON  — The 
First Fridays Open Mic 
presents its monthly 
show at the Oregon VFW 
this Dec. 2. The event at-
tracts many talented per-
formers, but musicians 
and singers of all skill 
levels find acceptance 
from its supportive au-
dience. Each performer 
is allowed 15 minutes, 
and everyone can also 
join in on a jam session 
at the end of the show. 

The VFW is located 
at 1310 W. Washington 
St. in Oregon. It provides 
ample parking, along 
with the availability of a 
restaurant and bar within 
the building. A fish fry 
runs from 4-8 p.m.

Jim Heing (center) is a new performer at First Fridays. He’s accompanied in this 
photo by Perry Paliga on guitar and Eddie Paneque on the box drum.

First Fridays Open Mic is Dec. 2

The show starts at 
7 p.m. Admission is 
free, although a jar is 

available for donations. 
Sign-up for performers 
is at 6:45 p.m. Interested 

parties who have ques-
tions can contact Jerry 
Tice, at 815-449-2660.

OREGON — Once again at Christmas time, Or-
egon VFW Post 8739 will be making and delivering 
Christmas food baskets to families and individuals 
who are in need in the Oregon area.  

We are still going through tough times. Everyone 
is experiencing setbacks from COVID-19 which led 
to lost jobs and sick families. We are asking those 
who can donate for this purpose please be generous 
again this year. Donations can be sent to Oregon 
VFW Post 8739 at 1310 W. Washington St., Oregon 
IL, 61061.  We normally do 120+ baskets. We feel 
the number will be much larger this year. We want to 
send a heartfelt thanks to those who donate. It truly 
makes people happy.

Any family or individual who is in need must call 
the VFW Monday or Wednesday from 4 p.m. until 7 

p.m. (815-732-6851).  Please do not call on Fridays as 
our phone and people are busy with other work. The 
post is closed Tuesday and Thursday. We will start 
taking calls Nov. 14.  In order to order food we will 
stop taking calls Dec. 1. Each individual or family 
must call for themselves.  Even if you have called 
in the past you need to call this year to update your 
information and make sure you are on the list. We will 
only ask for address, phone number and number living 
in your household. Baskets may be a little different 
due to shortages in food supplies.

An adult must be home Dec. 17 to receive the bas-
ket. Deliveries will start around 8:30 a.m. and should 
be finished by noon.   

We will start taking phone calls Nov. 14. We ask 
you to please be patient we know this is important.

Oregon VFW making and delivering food baskets

Friday, Dec. 2
The First Fridays Open Mic will 

be held at the Oregon VFW. The 
show starts at 7 pm and admission 
is free. Along with the open mic 
music, a fish fry is available from 
4 to 8 pm. Musicians  and singers 
of all skill levels are invited to 
perform - each given 15 minutes 
on stage.

Friday, Dec. 2 and Saturday, 
Dec. 3

The Serenity Shed will host a 
holiday decor wood cutout paint-
ing class. The Friday event will 
be held from 4-8 pm and Satur-
day will be from 9 am to noon. 
Options include Christmas trees, 
snowmen and more. Prices vary 
depending on the cutout selected 
ranging from $30 to $55. Call 

Cathy or Denise at 815-732-2499 
to register.

Saturday, Dec. 3
St. Mary Church will host its 

Christmas Bazaar from 9 am to 2 
pm at the St. Mary Parish Center 
in Oregon. There will be lunch, 
vendor fair, craft and bake sale 
and a rummage sale. 
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VIEWPOINT
The Ogle County Life is a division of 

News Media Corporation.
"Congress shall make no law. . .

abridging the freedom of speech or of the press"

Published every Monday
Mike Feltes, General Manager
Jeff Helfrich, Managing Editor

Preparing for winter and farm bill priorities

LIFE letters' policy
Concise letters are most likely to be chosen for publication, but the use of any material is at the discretion of management. All letters must 

be signed or they will not be considered for publication.
During election times, no letters written by the candidates endorsing themselves will be considered for publication.
Editing may be necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas will not be altered. Writers are urged to use discretion 

and refrain from sarcasm or personal attacks. 
Criticism of individuals or organizations that is not broached tactfully will jeopardize the publication of a letter. Letters will be published 

in the order that they are received, unless there is a time factor involved, space permitting.

JUST about have everything at the ranch 
buttoned up for winter. Seems like each year 
that passes there’s more to do; that or I’m just 

getting slower in my old age. I’m betting the latter 
applies.

Still a week or two left for a fall campfire and 
some hot drinks. I know one thing the stars 
seem to be more plentiful and shine brighter 
this time of year. Sure makes for a relaxing 
evening.

Farm bill
A new federal farm bill will be written in 

2023. Here are the priorities established by 
Farm Bureau in writing the Farm Bill.

Protecting current farm bill program 
spending.

Maintain a unified farm bill which keeps nutrition 
programs and farm programs together.

Any changes to current farm legislation must be 
an amendment to the Agricultural Adjustment Act of 
1938 or the Agricultural Act of 1949. 

Prioritize risk management tools and funding for 
both federal crop insurance and commodity pro-
grams. 

Ensure adequate USDA staffing capacity and 
technical assistance. 

Title IL We support: 
The continuation of a counter-cyclical program 

like the Price Loss Coverage (PLC) program and a 
revenue program like the Agriculture Risk Coverage 
(ARC) program, including using Risk Management 
Agency (RMA) data as the primary source to deter-
mine a more accurate county yield as long as RMA 
data at the farm level data is protected from FOIA. 
If ARCCounty is continued, we support changes 
to make the program more effective and fair to all 
farmers. If existing programs continue, the opportu-
nity for farmers to re-elect and/or re-enroll annually. 

Basing Title 1 payments on historic, rather than 
planted, acres; 

A reference price increase for all Title 1 commod-
ities.

Unassigned, former generic base acres being 
redistributed to update crop base on the same farm.

Increased commodity loan rates.
Restoring ARC/PLC payment base on the 20 per-

cent of seed cotton base acres that were designated 
as unassigned and unpaid in the 2018 farm bill; and 

keeping provisions that Loan Deficiency Payments 
and Marketing Loan Gains do not count against per 
person payment limits. 

Title II: We support: 
Maintaining funding for federal conservation pro-

grams which maintain environmental benefits; 
Working lands conservation programs over 

retirement lands programs; and streamlining 
the NRCS conservation practice approval 
process. 

Conservation Reserve Program (CRP): 
Capping acreage enrollment to keep land in 
production;

Capping rental rates to a percentage of 
average county rental rates; 

Making common sense updates to emergen-
cy haying and grazing rules, especially adjustments 
to the turn-in dates surrounding the “primary nesting 
season,” bale removal, etc.; 

Encouraging prime farmland to come back into 
production, but retain the program for marginal 
acres, land that is highly erodible or non-productive; 

Adjusting the 25 percent limitation. Extend the 25 
percent limitation to a per farm basis, not just county 
wide; 

Prioritizing water quality and soil health benefits 
of CRP over wildlife protection and manage require-
ments of the program accordingly (such as mowing 
and maintenance, species mixes, and implementa-
tion of buffer/filter strips); and limiting the size of 
pollinator tracts with an emphasis on smaller parcels 
and capping pollinator rates. 

Maintaining the current prioritization of the 
Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) 
funding being targeted to livestock producers; 

Maintaining an air quality program that assists 
producers with air quality compliance; and 

Allowing for flexibility in addressing local and 
regional resource challenges, including groundwa-
ter sustainability and drought relief, resilience, and 
preparedness. Conservation Stewardship Program 
(CSP) We support funding for the Conservation 
Stewardship Program (CSP) with greater accessibil-
ity to farmers.  Agricultural Conservation Easement 
Program (ACEP) 

Increasing Agricultural Conservation Easement 
Program (ACEP) funding; and increasing the ceiling 
on the eligible federal share for ACEP conservation 
easement to 80 percent of the easement value. 

Title XI: We support: 
A robust crop insurance program, with no re-

ductions in premium cost share. We oppose means 
testing, income limits, or add in’s, such as required 
production practices, that might limit the availability 
or adversely impact risk pools; 

Expansion of insured commodities including 
specialty crops. Given limitations of process in 
adding new commodities, examine ways in which to 
encourage swifter adoption of policies; and 

Develop and maintain adequate risk management 
tools for livestock producers including contract 
growers. 

We support increased funding for the Foreign 
Market Development (FMD) program and Market 
Assistance Program (MAP). 

Streamlining loan programs and ensuring loan 
amounts keep pace with farm-level expenses; and 

Minimizing application requirements for young 
and beginning farmer guarantee programs so they 
are more aligned with agricultural lenders. 

 A consistent, long-term, market-oriented farm 
policy that is transparent and efficient prioritizing 
projects with the greatest economic potential for 
rural communities. 

Programs should focus on the 
following: 

Efforts to encourage processing and marketing 
opportunities for direct-to-market producers. Infra-
structure, workforce development and local pro-
cessing capacity need to be expanded as this market 
demand has increased exponentially; 

Broadband programs prioritizing resources for 
rural communities most in need of connectivity; and 
increased access and incentives to provide safe and 
adequate childcare in rural communities. impact of 
producer losses due to foreign imports, resulting in 
an upside-down market. 

There’s plenty on the line for agriculture in the 
next farm bill and with many long-time legislators 
retiring this one could be crucial to agriculture sus-
tainability.

“Drink and be thankful to the host! What seems 
insignificant when you have it, is important when 
you need it.” -Franz Grillparzer

Ron Kern is the manager of the Ogle County 
Farm Bureau.

DEMOCRACY is dying in 
this nation and it’s be-
ing killed by entrenched 

interests in both political parties.
I can’t say it any more bluntly 

than that. 
There are some things that I 

found encouraging in the recent 
midterm election: Trump Repub-
licans in hotly-contested congres-
sional races took a shellacking. 
If I were to point to a singular 
character that epitomizes the rot 
within our political system it 
would be The Donald. 

He’s made unsubstantiated al-
legations of election fraud, shown 
contempt for the peaceful tran-
sition of power and inspired an 
insurrection.

And he has fellow Republi-
cans quivering in their wingtips, 
fearful that he can torpedo their 
political careers.

Regular readers of this column 
know that I’m conservative on 
economic issues and moderate to 
liberal on most other matters. And 
when I vote I almost always split 
my ticket between both parties. 

When I first entered journal-
ism, the conventional wisdom 
was for reporters to hide their 
political leanings. Readers aren’t 
so naïve as to believe journalists 
don’t have their own political 
convictions. I’ve embraced trans-
parency. That said, I strive to be 
fair in all my news stories. 

Sometimes, I’m delighted by a 
particular race.

For example, I really enjoyed 

covering the contest for the 
13th Congressional District be-
tween Nikki Budzinski and Regan 
Deering. Both women are bright, 
articulate and have entered 
the realm of public affairs 
for the right reasons. After 
interviewing each of them, 
I found myself genuinely 
liking both. 

They had distinct philos-
ophies, giving voters a 
clear choice. That’s the 
way democracy is sup-
posed to work. Unfortu-
nately, in this nation it seldom 
does.

In fact, in any given election 
less than 10 percent of races for 
the U.S. House are in play. In the 
other 90 percent, the candidate is 
either uncontested or facing only 
nominal opposition. 

For example, I live in the 
15th Congressional District. MA-
GA-loving Mary Miller will be 
my representative in Washington. 
She had only nominal opposition 
from a Quincy Democrat, who no 
one believed could win.

For state senator, I’ll be repre-
sented by Steve McClure. He’s a 
good guy but he ran unopposed. 
In the old Soviet Union, they had 
elections where all of the can-
didates were unopposed. That 
wasn’t and isn’t democracy. 

My current state Rep. Tim 
Butler, R-Springfield, also is a 
good guy who ran unopposed. But 
within a week of being reelected 
he announced that he was resign-

ing to become a lobbyist for the 
Illinois Railroad Association.

So why run for a job that 
you’re going to quit?

Well, being a popular 
incumbent, his presence on 
the ballot dissuaded any 
Democrat from seeking the 
office. And now that he is 
leaving office, the Repub-
lican Party bosses – rather 
than the voters – get to pick 
his replacement.

It’s business as usual in 
Springfield. Both parties do 

it, but democracy is about having 
voters decide, not political insid-
ers. 

The reason so few congressio-
nal and legislative districts are 
competitive is because instead of 
voters choosing their politicians, 
politicians are choosing their 
voters.

Almost every state – Illi-
nois included – is so effectively 
gerrymandered that for the vast 
majority of races the outcome is 
preordained.

But it gets worse; we now have 
a situation where politicians are 
not only picking their voters –  
but their opponents.

We saw that this year in the 
governor’s race. Gov. J.B. Pritz-
ker spent $30 million in the 
Republican primary to ensure that 
their nominee – his opponent – 
was the weakest in the field.  

Republican Darren Bailey rep-
resents the far right of the party. 
He’s a Trump acolyte far out-of-

step with most Illinois voters. 
Once the GOP nominated Bailey, 
Pritzker spent $110 million of his 
personal fortune to defeat him.

It is worth noting that despite 
Pritzker essentially picking his 
opponent, having the advantage 
of incumbency and outspending 
him 11 to 1, he captured only 54 
percent of the vote.

A win is a win. But with those 
advantages, one would expect a 
better performance. 

Upon winning the election, our 
governor had this to say: 

“To the fake patriots and their 
enablers: You don’t love the Unit-
ed States if you’re not willing 
to defend it against a man who 
would destroy it. Donald Trump 
is the modern embodiment of tyr-
anny that our founders feared the 
most. So don’t lecture us about 
norms or typical political practic-
es. Against a party that nominates 
and endorses antisemites and rac-
ists and anti-immigrant zealots, 
appeasement and complacency do 
not work.”

While I don’t entirely disagree 
with the statement, it wasn’t one 
for Pritzker to make. 

After all, he spent $30 million 
to ensure a MAGA-loving, “fake 
patriot” was the Republican nom-
inee. 

It doesn’t get any more cynical 
than that. 

Scott Reeder, a staff writer 
for Illinois Times, can be reached 
at sreeder@illinoistimes.com.

Scott Reeder

Ron Kern

Democracy is dying
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LocalLocal
Eat • Drink • Shop • Live

815-384-3620815-384-3620
headons2go.comheadons2go.com
103 N. Main Street | Creston103 N. Main Street | Creston

LIKE AND FOLLOW US ON

FACEBOOK

2022
VOTED

OGLE CO UNTY

BEST OF
11212022

• • BeerBeer
• • WineWine
• • SeasoningsSeasonings
• • Prime Rib RoastsPrime Rib Roasts

Catering & Party Trays 

Tues-Fri - 9a-5:30p
Sat - 9a-4p

Gift Certificates 
Gift Certificates AvailableAvailable

• • TurkeyTurkey
• • HamHam
• • Holiday FavoritesHoliday Favorites

502 Franklin St., Oregon, IL
Mon-Fri 10AM to 5PM • Saturday 9AM to 2PM • Sunday Closed

HOME 
DÉCOR 
GIFTS

ELITE DIXIE BELLE 
PAINT RETAILER

Red Light  
Therapy Bed

Versa Spray Tan
High Quality CBD

 

Four Levels of  
UV Tanning  

Cocoon Wellness Pod 
Unique Boutique for 

great Christmas Gifts!

Monday-Thursday 8-8 • Friday 8-7 • Saturday 8-4

Don’t miss out on your chance to be added to this page!  
The Shop Local page will run every Sunday in the Rochelle News-Leader  

and every Monday in the Ogle County Life up until Christmas!
Contact your sales representative today to be included!

There’s No Place Like HomeThere’s No Place Like Home 
for the Holidaysfor the Holidays

209 Powers Rd  Rochelle, IL    •    (815)562-8792
Hours: 

M-F 9-5, Sat 10-5, Closed Sunday

2022
VOTED

OGLE COUNTYBEST OF

We welcome you to  
Diamond G Western Store.  

 
We are celebrating our 50th year in business. 

 
We have a large selection of 

western hats, boots, clothes, 
belts, and buckles, horse 
care products, tac and 

much more!

G

815-562-4050
4564 S. Knoll Rd

Rochelle IL

134 MAY MART DR
ROCHELLE 

815-561-0001

View the menu:
Dog-Hub.com

ONLINE ORDERING  
NOW AVAILABLE!

DINE-IN
PICK-UP
DELIVERY

Monday-Saturday  10:30AM–9PM
Sunday  Closed

Tuesday through Friday 9-4 Saturday 9-1 Sunday - Monday Closed

429-433 Lincoln Hwy, Rochelle, Illinois
815-562-8765 | hubcityfurniture.com

HUB CITY FURNITUREHUB CITY FURNITURE

11232022

$10 ANY Haircut 

“Spice up your holidays at your local Salon & Spa!”

*Please present this coupon at check-out. Feel free to check-in online, walk-in or call

Delicious, Quality Raw Milk
Fresh at the farm!

Monday - Saturday 6:30 - 8:00 am  
& 4:30 - 6 pm

Sunday 6:30 -8:00 am & 5 - 6:30 pm

(Please bring your own containers. 24 hours Notice Required.)

387 S. Malta Rd., Rochelle, IL 61068
815-762-6867 • PreciousPastures.com
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SERVICE CALL SPECIAL
$2995 ANY 

BRAND
We Service All Makes & Models. Test & check.

Over 30 Years Experience.
AFFORDABLE WATER

815-625-3426
Toll Free: 877-353-7638

LOCAL NEWS

Patel helps with Polo Lions grocery delivery

On Wednesday, Nov. 16 Tushar Patel (the owner of Polo Fresh Food Market) 
helped Randy and Nancy Ocken put groceries into the car to be delivered. 
The grocery delivery is done by the Polo Lions Club on Wednesdays. (Photo 
by Randy Ocken).

OREGON — It’s time for your family 
to go on the big hunt. The hunt for the 
perfect Christmas tree! On the Friday 
after Thanksgiving (Nov. 25), the Prairie 
Preservation Society of Ogle County 
(PPSOC), a nonprofit organization, will 
begin sales of trees at 10 a.m. Sales will 
continue through Dec. 3 from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. on Saturdays and Sundays at the 
Cut-It-Yourself Sand Ridge Tree Farm 
on 2879 S. Daysville Rpad. Tree prices 
are: Fir: $65; 12 feet and over: $80; White 
pine and spruce: $50.

Families come with the expectation of 
hunting something less dangerous than 
big game, but just as satisfying. Find the 
perfect tree for your family’s holiday 
celebrations and leave Sand Ridge with 
the sense of satisfaction that only a suc-
cessful hunt can create.

Trees, left by the former Sinnissippi 
Tree Farm purchased by the PPSOC, 
trimmed to beautiful shapes, will be sold 

to pay for restoration and maintenance of 
the site which contains the highest quality 
prairie remnants in this part of Illinois. 

PPSOC has donated trees to the 
Oregon Chamber of Commerce for the 
courthouse and to the Oregon Park Dis-
trict for years.

Sand Ridge is a great place to visit even 
without the bonus of the Christmas trees. 
With hills of waving prairie grasses and 
forbs (wild flowers), stands of spruce, fir 
and pine, it provides a quiet beauty and 
sense of peace to those fortunate enough 
to stop there. The sound of the breezes 
in the evergreens and their invigorating 
scent provide a moment transported to 
the north woods.

Surrounded by towering white pines 
which block the sight of cornfields and 
houses, it is a place set apart – a peaceful 
sanctuary from the everyday.

Visit, enjoy, and take the feeling with 
you.

PPSOC begins Christmas 
tree sales

STILLMAN VAL-
LEY — The Stillman 
Valley Lions Club is 
sponsoring a Christ-
mas tree l ights and 
home decorating con-
test. The judging date 
is Dec. 16.

Residences in the 
Vil lage of  St i l lman 
will automatically be 
recognized and judged.

If interested and live 
outside the village of 
Stillman Valley please 
call Carol Dotzel at 
815-645-2571 or Nina 
Mueller at 815-275-
6384 with your address 
for judges to be able to 
look at your Christmas 
lights. 

Prizes will be $75 
for first place, $50 for 
second place and $25 
for third place.

Lions Club is a ser-
vice organization and 
recycling is a part of 
the clubs activities.

Below are a list of 
items that are recy-
clable.

Keys, key fobs, wire, 
brass,  desk top ink 
cartridges, eyeglasses 
but no eye glass cases, 
sunglasses, pop tabs, 
c e l l  p h o n e s ,  s m a r t 
phones, iPhones and 
hearing aids.

Col l ec t i on  boxes 
are located in the post 
o ff ices  of  S t i l lman 
Valley, Davis Junction 
and Monroe Center.

Lighting 
Contest in the 
Valley is Dec. 16

OREGON — St. Mary 
Church is having its annu-
al Christmas Bazaar this 
year on Saturday, Dec. 3 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the 
St. Mary Parish Center in 
Oregon. We will be host-
ing a lunch, vendor fair, 
craft and bake sale and a 
rummage sale. 

Lunch will be available 
to purchase for $10 from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. This 
consists of a jumbo loaded 
baked potato bar, a cup of 
homemade chili or soup, 
a dessert of your choice 
and beverage. 

There will be sever-
al raffles available this 
year. Raffle items include 
a handmade Christmas 
quilt made and donated 
by Patty Head and Fran 
Kaminski, a set of Ad-
irondack Chairs made and 
donated by Mark Kramer, 
a cooking lesson donated 
by Susana Guzman-Hol-
land, a Native American 

St. Mary Church Christmas 
Bazaar is Dec. 3

drum and flute donated 
by Mary Ley, and a 50/50 
raffle. There will be many 
basket raffles as well. 
These tickets go for $1 a 
piece or six for $5. Tickets 
can be purchased the day 
of the Bazaar or ahead of 
time at the Parish office.

We have several ven-
dors attending the Bazaar 
this year including repre-

sentatives from Norwex, 
Mary Kay, Paparazzi, 
Color Street, Pampered 
Chef and Tupperware. We 
will also have several craft 
booths, including Bear 
Moon, The Crafty Lady, 
Mary’s Paper Crafts, 
Make Joy Felt, and This N 
That by Joyce. The whole 
community is welcome. 
We hope to see you there!

FREEPORT — Take 
part in an event fashioned 
off the flea market TV 
show Dec. 3 at the Ste-
phenson County Farm 
Bureau from 11 a.m. to 
2 p.m. 

Enjoy a dinner of 
pulled pork or sloppy joe 
sandwich, chips, drinks 
and cole slaw for $6. 
Watch the judging of the 
flip items with the win-
ners being announced at 
noon. Items will be auc-
tioned off at 1 p.m. Book-

What the flip event is Dec. 3
lets with the flip items’ 
before and after pictures 
will be on sale at the door 
for $6 or on Eventbrite. 

Food tickets are sold 
separately. Doors open 
at 11 a.m. 

Come join the fun. 
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FREEPORT — In the words of Forreston coach 
Keynon Janicke, “The game couldn’t have started 
better for us.” 

On Lena-Winslow’s third play of the game, Kaleb 
Sanders tackled Gunar Lobdell for a loss of three yards 
and the Panthers had to punt.

Taking over on its own 9-yard line, Forreston racked 
up big chunks of yardage, prompting L-W Coach Ric 
Arand to take a timeout.

“I called them out,” Arand said.
The tongue lashing seemed to have an effect, as 

the Panther defense stiffened up and Forreston was 
forced to punt after lineman Henry Engel tackled 
hard-running fullback Johnny Kobler for a loss. 
Besides the disappointment of a promising drive 
stalling out, the ensuing punt attempt by Sanders 
was blocked, as Maisen Smith pushed the upback 
into the ball.

“It was a spark. It lit a fire under our kids,” Arand 
said.

Did it ever, as L-W (13-0) scored 38 unanswered 
points on its way to a 38-16 semifinal win to advance 
to the 1A state title game against Camp Point Central.

Taking over at the 19-yard line after the blocked 
punt, Gage Dunker scored two plays later to give L-W 
an 8-0 lead. Dunker then made his presence felt on 
defense with a sack of Forreston quarterback Brock 
Smith to force another punt.

With the wind swirling about, Sanders could only 
manage a boot of 12 yards and the Panthers had good 
field position again. On the first play of the second 
quarter, Lobdell rode a huge hole on the right side into 
the end zone for an 11-yard touchdown.

“We controlled the line of scrimmage,” said Jake 
Tippett, a two-way lineman.

It was a different situation than in week nine, when 
Arand said Forreston beat his team up front, though 
L-W won 28-14.

“It was not a convincing win,” Arand said. “Forreston 
is a different animal. They are tough on both sides.”

Behind Kobler carrying the load, the Cardinals drove 
50 yards before stalling out at the 21-yard line on a 
pass break-up by Jake Zeal.

“Once they started throwing, we knew we had it,” 
Tippett said.

On the very next play, it was Dunker going 49 
yards through another gaping hole. Two plays later, 
he tacked another 21 of his game-high 178 yards for 
a score and 22-0 advantage.

“Le-Win is definitely physical,” Janicke said. “They 
bring it and don’t stop bringing it.”

They showed that on Forreston’s next possession, 
with another third-and-out.

“Our offensive line is where everything starts,” 
Janicke said. “When they start pushing us backwards, 
we’ve got problems.”

With three minutes left in the first half, the Panthers 
had a touchdown called back for holding. The real 
killer on the drive, though, was the officials losing 
track of the downs and Forreston inexplicably given 
the ball after a L-W third down play.

Understandably, Arand vehemently protested the 
mistake, but the officials stuck to the call and the 
Panthers were cheated out of two downs. Later, they 
admitted it was a mistake.

L-W continued to do it on offense and defense in 
the second half. A three-and-out gave them the ball 
back near midfield. 

Lobdell, the transfer from Orangeville, gained 28 

yards after three would-be tacklers had a shot at him 
at the line of scrimmage and then capped the drive off 
with a 23-yard touchdown for a 30-0 lead.

Forreston was able to put a 14-play drive into gear, 
but Sanders was thrown for a three-yard loss on fourth 
down at the 26-yard line.

“We were in good spots, but couldn’t finish plays,” 
Janicke said.

Dunker took a quick hitter up the middle for a 30-
yard score and the 38-0 lead prompted Arand to finish 
the game with substitutes.

A Sanders 27-yard run set up a 20-yard touchdown for 
Kobler. Just as importantly, it was Kobler’s 24th score 
of the year, breaking Jeremy DeForge’s school record.

“Being on the line the last three years, I hadn’t 
thought about records,” Kobler said. “That was one 
of our golden lights today.”

Kobler recovered the ensuing kickoff and Smith ran 
39 yards for the final score.

Forreston finishes with an 8-5 record after being in 
danger of missing the playoffs earlier in the year with 
a 4-3 record.

“We had turned our backs on each other momentar-
ily and had a team meeting after (losing to) Dakota,” 
Janicke said. “We weren’t supposed to be in this spot 
(semifinalist). It was a tall task to get here after being 
4-3.”

Forreston, which finished the season with 4,393 yards 
rushing, had 214 yards against Le-Win, with Kobler 
at 99 and Sanders with 55. The pair were also team 
leaders in rushing for the year with 1,488 for Kobler 
and 938 for Sanders. L-W had 321 yards rushing and 
neither team completed a pass.

The game was moved from Lena to Freeport due to 
L-W’s field being unsafe to play on because of frozen 
conditions.

Forreston falls to Lena-Winslow 38-16 in state semifinals
‘We were in good spots, but couldn’t finish plays’

Jenn Goley
630-732-6858

Carla Benesh
815-985-6235

Mark True
815-631-1699

Lori Peterson
815-973-2180

JD Gieson
815-677-1873

Stephanie Wendt
815-985-2055

Merri Cruz
815-988-7947

Rebecca Hazzard
Designated Managing Broker/Owner

815-509-8432

Carrie Rowland
815-677-8656

Erin Spence
815-262-5555

Boone Lockard
815-970-3506

Ashley Patterson
815-291-6308

Jenny Kirchner
815-440-2145

Josie Kuss
815-994-1079

Taylor Miller
815-751-8943

Casey Cline
217-840-8855

Jamie Pendergrass
815-243-4310

Becky Adams
815-509-5837

Kierra Moore 
815-238-3902

RockValleyProperties.com
Each office is independently owned & operated.

FOR RENT!

303 S. 5th Street, Oregon $1,100 Call Mark
Beautiful 2 story, 3 bed, 2 bath home for RENT in Oregon, IL! Everything has been beautifully 
updated and is ready for your family to move right in! 1st floor has kitchen, dining room, living 
room, den & full bathroom. The kitchen has furnished electric stove, refrigerator, microwave with 
a double stainless sink & large pantry area. This home is light, bright and has a ton of vintage 
charm! 3 bedrooms upstairs have plenty of space & are completely redone. Primary bedroom 
has gorgeous new Ensuite bathroom with adorable sliding barn door and its own private covered 
porch for relaxing! Home has a total of 4 porches, beautiful new light fixtures, new carpeting in 
two bedrooms, new interior & exterior paint & new cedar siding. GFA heat & central air. Washer/
dryer is furnished. Beautiful mature landscaping. No garage but spacious outbuilding on the 
property. Located right across the street from Nash Recreation Center! $1,100.00 a month Rent 
plus $1,100.00 Security Deposit. Tenant will be responsible for cost of background check & credit 
report. No pets, no exceptions.

606 E Washington St., Oregon, IL

815-732-9100

6067 W. West Grove Rd., Mt. Morris 
$189,000 Call Lori

Solid home with great floor plan and large front porch 
with countryside views. This house has so many 
charming features to make living in this home a dream. 
Picture windows and pocket doors between the living 
room and dining room. Pellet burning stove in dining 
room. Wood floors in the living room and dining room. 
The first floor has an enormous full bathroom with 
laundry hook ups and plenty of space for storage. The 
kitchen has an island, modern cabinets and appealing, 
functional wall of original cabinetry. The second floor 
has 3bedrooms with exceptional closet space and 
wood floors. Full bathroom with jetted tub upstairs. Walk 
in storage closet. Pull down stairs to very usable attic 
storage. The basement has a den with a closet, a large 
recreation room and 2 utility rooms. On demand water 
heater in place on the wall waiting for you to hook it up. 
Regular water heater as well. Detached garage has 
electric opener. The yard is a great size, not too much 
to mow but plenty of individual gardens for whatever 
you would like to grow. Oregon school district.

422 E. Hitt St., Mt. Morris 
$125,900 Call Carrie

GREAT NEW PRICE!!!! Motivated Seller for this 
Charming 3-4 bedroom 2 bath 1 1/2 story home in 
great location! Living room & spacious master suite 
addition with double closets (1 walk-in) & double 
vanity added in 1989. Eat-in kitchen with appliances 
that stay, new electric stove & built in microwave in 
2021. Inviting front porch for entertaining with laminate 
flooring & wall of windows leading to an office or den. 
Another main floor bedroom & full bath complete 
the main floor. Upstairs you will find the opportunity 
for additional living space with cedar lined closets. 
Partially finished lower level with rec room, storage 
room, laundry & utility room.Welcoming back yard 
perfect for entertaining with concrete patio & garden 
shed for additional storage. Detached 1 car garage 
with opener & attached, enclosed car port, concrete 
drive. Vinyl siding & newer roof complete this move in 
ready home! Home warranty plan offered.

1621 Riverside Circle, Dixon 
$182,000 Call Stephanie

River View Townhome with maintenance free exterior! 
This 2 Story townhome offers 2 bedrooms and 2 
bathrooms. You will love the granite countertops, 
breakfast bar, spacious dining space and large master 
bedroom. The home also offers 2 deck areas, a 2 
car garage and boat dock slip offered by HOA. HOA 
handles all lawn care and snow removal.

8439 N. Kishwaukee Rd., 
Stillman Valley $259,000 

Call Rebecca
ACREAGE FOR SALE! A perfect mix of woods 
and pasture, this 21.8 acre parcel is located in the 
Meridian School District. Property has many great 
building sites that would offer the possibility for an 
exposed lower level. Great location with quick access 
to Rockford. Electric is to the lot line. Zoned AG.

1243 E. Montague Rd., 
Winnebago $299,900 Call 

Jenn 
BYRON SCHOOLS, ZONED AG! Beautiful property 
with an updated upstairs . You will love this farmhouse 
style. Walk right in and feel at home. Main floor featuring 
spacious living room and family room ( could also be used 
as a dining room) with beautiful original wood work and 
large windows overlooking the beautiful property. Also on 
the main floor is an updated 4th bedroom currently being 
used as an office. The updates include refinished floors 
and new white trim. Upstairs has been fully updated with 
new carpet, fresh paint, new white trim and spacious 
closets. MBR has 2 closets one being a walk in. The 
updated bathroom includes new tile, new trim, new vanity 
and new shower and tub. Included in the bathroom is a 
washer and dryer for easy laundry access. The roof, siding 
and gutters are all new as 2015. The huge back yard has 
apple and pear trees along with a very well maintained 
garden that grows pumpkins, corn, green beans and 
potatoes. There is also a small shed and a 3.5 car garage.

2446 N. River Road, Oregon 
$459,900 Call JD 

WOODED ACREAGE WITH RIVER ACCESS... 
charming 5 bedroom 2 bath cape cod with tons of 
great features & full of potential. This property is 
nestled on over 11 acres of land with a flag shaped 
parcel that approaches the very popular Rock River. 
The home itself features a perfect mix of class & 
functionality: A galley kitchen with oak cabinets, gas 
stove, & a brand new high-tech refrigerator; mud room 
with main floor laundry; dining & living rooms, each 
featuring hardwood floors and fireplaces respectively 
& a beautiful sun-room overlooking the brick paved 
patio. There are 3 bedrooms on the main floor, with 
one full bath, and an additional bath with 2 larger 
bedrooms upstairs. This home is complimented by 
a detached 3+ car garage that is partially heated & 
insulated, a 42x36 outbuilding with electrical service, 
whole home generator, and newer propane furnace 
& water heater. Make this home yours today before 
it is too late!

000 S. Andrew Dr., Oregon 
$45,000 Call Jenny

This beautiful 1.5 acre lot is the perfect building 
site for your new home! It has a country feel, yet 
is conveniently located just outside of Oregon 
off Daysville and Lowden. The Sinnissippi Point 
Subdivision has large lots providing ample distance 
from neighbors. The covenants allow for swimming 
pools, fences, and out buildings. Get your house plans 
ready and build your new home this next spring!

505 Jefferson St., Oregon 
$250,000 Call Josie

An absolute beautiful, well maintained, 5 bedroom and 
2 full bath two story home in the heart of Oregon! This 
home offers a new roof and gutters, new windows and 
carpet throughout, and new outside doors. Granite 
countertop kitchen that leads to the formal dining 
room, one bedroom on the first floor, a large family 
room and living area for plenty of entertaining space, 
four large freshly painted bedrooms with closets on 
the second floor, and two completely updated full 
baths. This home has so much space inside and so 
much to offer outside. You can enjoy the backyard on 
the patio with a new gas fire pit or take a quick walk 
downtown to the local restaurants and shops, the 
park district, or school. There isn’t anything this home 
doesn’t have! It is move in ready! Come see it today!

1409 N. Jefferson Ave., Dixon NOW 
$165,000 Call Mark

Beautiful Bi-Level, 3 bedroom, 2 bath home for sale in Dixon! Extensive 
remodel in 2020 makes this property a real gem! Kitchen has brand new every 
thing that has not yet been used. Kitchen has granite countertops, stylish tiled 
backsplash, stainless steel appliances, eat-in dining area and door leading 
out to expansive cedar deck for entertaining! Lower level has gorgeous knotty 
pine family room with stone gas fireplace for relaxing plus another large bonus 
rec room! The spacious dedicated laundry room has upper & lower cabinets, 
newer washer/dryer that will stay and utility sink. Home has new windows, 
flooring, water heater, water softener and more! You will love the 6 panel doors 
throughout, 2.5 car detached garage with cement driveway, and gutter leaf 
guards! Great home in a great neighborhood!

4358 W. Ill Rte. 64, Mt. Morris NOW 
$160,000 Call Mark

Many NEW updates in this 1.5 story, 3 bed, 2 bath home on the east side 
of Mt. Morris! Endless possibilities on this beautiful 5.5 ACRE property with 
wooded and open field areas! Walnut, oak and cherry trees and an abundance 
of wildlife. Brand new “Window World” windows in 2022, new vinyl siding and 
new metal roof with 45 year color warranty. Kitchen has double stainless sink, 
nice countertops, gas stove, refrigerator & microwave. Oak floors throughout 
need refinishing. Mud room/laundry room has nice washer & dryer. Appliances 
will stay. Bright & airy upper level w/ great view of back property is newly 
painted w/full bath and will need flooring & some finishing. 2 car detached 
garage included. Radiant heat and central air. Selling this home “As Is”.

414 W. Pershing St., Stillman Valley 

NOW $199,900 Call Carla
New Listing in Stillman Valley! You’ll FALL in love with this lovely all BRICK 
ranch in the heart of Stillman Valley. This distinctive home is sitting on a double 
corner lot with 3 bedrooms, 1.5 bathrooms, Hardwood flooring throughout! 
Nice kitchen with breakfast bar and separate eating area, Huge Family room 
with floor to ceiling fireplace. Finished lower level with ingress/egress access. 
Loads of opportunity for an in-home business or just additional space for 
gatherings. The family room has vaulted ceiling and two sets of French doors 
to the covered back deck which is ideal for outdoor entertaining. The backyard 
is totally fenced in with towering trees and a nice garden shed. Heated 
garage. Don’t miss out on this one, indulge yourself! Close to schools and the 
downtown area.

NEW PRICE NEW PRICE NEW PRICE NEW PRICE NEW PRICE 

NEW PRICE NEW PRICE NEW PRICE NEW PRICE NEW PRICE 

NEW PRICE NEW PRICE NEW PRICE NEW PRICE NEW PRICE 

ADVERTISE YOUR 
BUSINESS HERE!
Great Rate - Great Spot!

Call Mike @ 815-561-2124 or email 
mfeltes@oglecountylife.com

01252021
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MIRACLE ON 2ND STREET

B}'!"Oll 
Forest Preserve 

District 

Enjoy these free activities: 
Explore 4,000 square feet of new and 
interactive exhibits 
Play with hands-on learning opportun
ities suited for visitors of all ages 
Enjoy showings in our immersive 
indoor theater designed to educate 
visitors on prairie ecology 
Design your own farm at our plow exhibit 
Take in the season at our prairie 
overlook area 
Customer appreciation lunch 

Jarrett Prairie 
Center Museum

7993 North River Road
Byron, IL

Come visit our table at 
Miracle on 2nd Street!

12022019

 120 W 2nd St, Byron, IL • (815) 406-8060
We will be closed  

Dec 24th – Dec 26th, Dec 31st, and Jan 1st

Happy Holidays!Happy Holidays!

11292021

Open 

10am-8pm 

Dec. 3

Floral Design, Floral Design, 
Boutique Clothing, Boutique Clothing, 

Unique Gifts & More!Unique Gifts & More!

115 W 2nd St, Byron IL 
@velvetpoppyfloral 
815-543-6864

Come see us during  
Miracle on 2nd Street!

Miracle on 2nd St.
Friday, Dec. 2, 2022

A few events happening during Miracle on 2nd St.
Tess, Crull Arnquist is doing Letters to Santa in  

Community Room at City Hall

Stillman Bank hosting visits with Santa in  

the Community Room at City Hall

Ornament Decorating at McDonalds  

Frosty Land & Face Painting at Uptown Lanes 

Coloring Contest with UW Health at Uptown Lanes

Crafts throughout the night and story time at 6:30 & 7:15  

at Eats + Speaks

Christmas Selfie Stations at Chelsea Marie Photography 

Hay Rides

Play Bingo with Local Businesses for Cash Prizes

Christmas Minion Passing out Glow Sticks

Live Nativity with Sheep

Area Vendors

Multiple Business Open Houses along Second Street  

Giving Out Sweet Treats

Free Event for 
the  

Entire Family!

6 PM6 PM
toto

8:30 PM8:30 PM

Live Nativity

The Live Nativity with sheep is always a 
crowd-pleaser during the annual Miracle on 
Second Street in Byron. This year’s event will 
be held Friday, Dec. 2 from 6 to 8:30 p.m.

(Ogle County Life file photo)

BYRON  — This 
year’s Miracle on 2nd 
Street will be held Friday, 
Dec. 2 from 6 pm to 8:30 
p.m. in downtown Byron. 

The free family event 
includes a variety of 
activities throughout the 
evening.

• Tess, Crull & Arn-
quist is doing Letters to 
Santa in the Community 
Room at City Hall

•  Stillman Bank will 
be hosting visits with 
Santa in the Community 
Room at City Hall

• Enjoy ornament Dec-
orating at McDonalds

• Frosty Land & Face 
Painting will be at Up-
town Lanes

• Coloring Contest 
with UW Health at Up-
town Lanes

• There will be crafts 
throughout the night and 
Story Time at 6:30 & 7:15 
p.m. at Eats + Speaks

•  Take family pictures 
at the Christmas Selfie 
Stations at Chelsea Marie 
Photography

• Enjoy a hay ride
• Play Bingo with local 

businesses for cash prizes
• The Christmas Min-

ion passing out glow 
sticks

• Stop by the live Na-
tivity with sheep

• Be sure to check out 
the various area vendors 
on hand

• and check out the 
multiple business open 
houses along Second 
Street giving out sweet 
treats.

Event 
set for 
Dec. 2
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LOCAL NEWS
ROCK RIVER CENTER ACTIVITIES

Rock River Center is a resource center located at 
810 S. 10th St., Oregon. Do you need help with Benefit 
Access Application for a license plate discount, Medi-
care, housing, homemaker service, heating assistance 
or other things? Our Information & Assistance Special-
ists are available at various locations throughout Ogle 
County.  Our activities and trips are open to all ages.  
Call our office at 815-732-3252 with any questions.   
Visit us on the web at www.rockrivercenter.org and 
like us on Facebook.

Registration is requested if you plan to attend a 
scheduled program or class.  Just give us call 815-
732-3252.  Thank you for your support in this matter.
OHS Madrigals Christmas Program

The Oregon High School Madrigals will perform 
at Rock River Center on Monday, December 5, 2022 
from 10:30 – 11:30 a.m.

Advance registration requested to accommodate 
seating.  Christmas cookies will be served.

Contact Rock River Center at 815-732-3252 to 
sign up.
Christmas Cookies and Cell Phone 
Assistance

Come to Rock River Center on Wednesday, De-
cember 7, 2022 from 9:30 – 10:30 a.m.

Shepherd Premier Senior Living will be available 
assist anyone with questions about their cell phones.

Bring your cell phone and your questions.  Christ-
mas Cookies will be served.

Advance registration requested.  Contact Rock 
River Center at 815-732-3252 to sign up.
Denny Diamond Christmas

Monday, December 12, 2022. Program Begins at 
1:00 p.m. Denny Svehla, aka: Denny Diamond, is a 
vocalist who for the past 20+ years has traveled the 
country performing the music of Neil Diamond.

This performance will include be a mix of your 
favorite Christmas songs along with variety of songs 
made famous by such artists as Johnny Cash, Jim 
Croce, Dean Martin and always Neil Diamond.  Join 
us for his fun and interactive show of storytelling 
and music.

Cost: $5 suggested donation. Reservation Informa-
tion: Requested reservation deadline:  Thursday, Dec. 
8, 2022, so we can be prepared. For reservations or 
information contact Rock River Center, 810 S 10th St, 
Oregon, 815-732-3252. Refreshments will be served.
Benefit Access Program

The Benefit Access Program allows you to get a 
discount on your license plate sticker.  The cost of 
your sticker could be as low as $24.00.

To qualify, you must meet income guidelines as 
follows: You must be 65 years of age or older by 
December 31 of the current year; or you must be 
16 years of age or older and totally disabled before 
January 1 of this year.

Your 2021 annual income must be less than: $33,562 
for a 1 person household, $44,533 for a 2 person 
household and $55,500 for a 3 person household

You must live in Illinois at the time you file your 
application.
Property Tax Assessment Freeze

This exemption “freezes” your assessed value at a 
certain level and base year, depending on what year 
you originally applied.  Your future real estate tax 
bills are calculated at this “frozen” assessed value, 
thereby slowing the increase of your property taxes.  
You must re-apply for this exemption every year.

Although your assessed value is frozen under 
this exemption, tax bills can continue to increase if 
spending by any of the local units of government 
(like schools, cities, parks, etc.) goes up.  Also, please 
be aware that you may, later in the year, receive a 
“change of assessment notice” if the township assessor 
has re-evaluated your property.  This will in no way 
affect your status under this senior assessment freeze 
exemption.  Real estate taxes are calculated on your 
“frozen” assessed value.

To qualify, you must meet guidelines as follows: 
You must be 65 or older, own and use the property as 
your principle residence. Your total income, and the 
income of any other individuals using the property as 
their principle residence, must be less than $65,000.
Support groups

Cancer support group meets the fourth Wednesday 
of March, June, Sept. and November from 2-3 p.m., 

Caregiver support group meets the first and third 
Tuesday of each month from 10-11:30 a.m.

Diabetic support group is the first Wednesday of 
each month from 11 a.m. to noon.

Low vision group is the second and fourth Tuesday 
of the month from noon to 1:30 p.m. 

For more information on any of our support groups, 
call Rock River Center at 815-732-3252 or 1-800-
541-5479.

Mt. Morris PAG rehearses for Christmas show

Hannah Sheely (filling in for Zander VandeSand), Karen Urish, Connie Augsburger and Morgan McConnell 
rehearse for the Mt. Morris Performing Arts Guild production of Every Christmas Story Ever Told (And Then 
Some) which will be held Dec. 9-11 at the Pinecrest Grove Theatre. For ticket information, please call (815) 
734-2103 or order tickets online at performingartsguild.com and click on tickets. 

OREGON — The City of Oregon has kicked 
off a planning effort to guide land use decisions 
over the next several years by updating the existing 
comprehensive plan. 

“Much has changed since the 2016 plan was pre-
pared,” said Darin DeHaan, city administrator. “The 
city has been investigating housing needs, riverfront 
development, walkability and other potential proj-
ects. Updating the comprehensive land use plan now 
makes sense. With the changes in the area and our 
local economy, this is a great time to look ahead in 
a big picture way.” 

Northern Illinois University’s Center for Gov-
ernmental Studies will assist the city in preparing 

the plan, but much of the input will come from the 
community. 

“We need your help, our community will have 
several ways to get involved in the process,” ex-
plained Mayor Ken Williams. “We have a project 
website with updates, links to surveys and a place 
for comments to be left on a map. We are asking both 
residents and businesses to participate in surveys over 
the next several months. This is your opportunity to 
help chart the future of your community.” 

For more information about the project contact 
DeHaan at 815-732-6321 or via email at ddehaan@
cityoforegon.org. The project website can be found at: 

https://egretandox.mysocialpinpoint.com/oregon

MT. MORRIS — This winter 
the Performing Arts Guild of Mt. 
Morris will present, Every Christ-
mas Story Ever Told (And Then 
Some). This hilarious comedy will 
be held on Friday through Sunday, 
Dec. 9-11 at the Pinecrest Grove 
Theater, 500 Evergreen Lane, 
Mt. Morris. Friday and Saturday 
shows are at 7 p.m. and the Sunday 
matinee is at 2 p.m. Tickets are 
$16 with students receiving a $2 
discount. Included in the price are 
refreshments which will be served 

at intermission. Reservations are 
encouraged. For information or to 
order tickets call 815-734-2103 or 
order online at www.performing-
artsguild.com and click on tickets. 
Tickets will go on sale Nov. 11.

Instead of performing Charles 
Dickens’ beloved holiday classic 
for the umpteenth time, three 
actors decide to perform every 
Christmas story ever told — plus 
Christmas traditions from around 
the world, seasonal icons from 
ancient times to topical pop-cul-

ture, and every carol ever sung. A 
madcap romp through the holiday 
season! 

Cast members chosen to enter-
tain you are Connie Augsburger, 
Morgan McConnell and Zander 
VandeSand. Mary Mead Cantrell 
will be playing your favorite 
Christmas carols during Inter-
mission. 

The play will be directed by Da-
vid Sheely with Mary Cheatwood 
as assistant director. Producers are 
Jennifer Bakener and Pam Ballard.

City of Oregon planning underway, 
future land use to be addressed

PAG’s Every Christmas Story Ever 
Told (and Then Some) is Dec. 9-11

DIXON — Sauk Valley 
Community College host-
ed Leadership Training 
School (LTS) for Section 2 
FFA Chapters on Nov. 16.

FFA students from 
across the Sauk Val-
ley gathered to hone 
their leadership skills 
through LTS. FFA Sec-
tion 2 schools include 
the following: Oregon, 
Byron, Morrison, Am-
boy, Rochelle, La Moille, 
Challand Middle School, 
Chadwick-Milledgeville, 
Prophetstown, Stillman 
Valley, Sterling, Ash-
ton-Franklin Center and 
Polo.

“We are honored to 
be the host site for this 
outstanding training and 
educational opportunity 
for the Section 2 FFA 
Chapters. The local lead-

SVCC Hosts Section 2 FFA LTS

ership has been great to 
work with and we hope 
this is the beginning of 
many more partnerships,” 

Dr. Jon Mandrell, vice 
president of academics 
and student services at 
SVCC, said.

For more information, 
please contact Dallas 
Knack, dallas.n.knack@
svcc.edu

DAVENPORT, Iowa — Maxwell Barkalow of 
Forreston graduated with a Doctor of Chiropractic 
degree from Palmer College of Chiropractic’s Main 
Campus in Davenport, Iowa on Oct. 21.

Palmer College of Chiropractic, the first and largest 
college in the chiropractic profession, has campuses 
in Davenport, Iowa; San Jose, California; and Port 
Orange, Florida.

Barkalow awarded 
degree from Palmer 
College of Chiropractic

Check us out online at 
www.oglecountylife.com
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Whatever you’re looking for, 
these local businesses ask 
you to consider them first.

Accounting

Jeanette Heesaker, CPA
Masters in Business Administration 

and Finance
Certified Managerial Accountant

Accounting and Tax Services
For Business/Individual/Partnership

132 W. Second St., Suite 1 . Byron, IL 61010 

(815) 234-8100

Air Conditioning

Randy Gaul
815-946-2386

604 N. Division
Polo, Illinois 61046

HEATING AIR CONDITIONING

Gaul’s Climate Control
815-734-7314

Auto

Hank's Repair
Hank Kaiser-Owner

ASE Certified
P.O. Box 31

54 Stephenson St.
German Valley, IL 61039

Bus. ph. 815-362-3451 Cell ph. 815-238-5144
Fax ph. 815-362-2316

AUTOS

NO RUST
SOUTHERN CARS & TRUCKSSOUTHERN CARS & TRUCKS

New & Used
NO MONEY DOWN!

Call or E-mail
Brad Minard @ 770-294-3144 or ibuyfrombrad@gmail.com

Auto Repair Bathtub Refinishing

CABINETS CARPET CLEANING
3-D Carpet & 

Upholstery Cleaning

900 W. Washington St.
Oregon, IL 61061

Heather Ruchti
Ph: (815) 762-5307

Concrete

CONCRETE Construction

Mark Miller Construction
For All Your Building Needs!

Commercial/Residential Work
SERVING OGLE COUNTY FOR OVER 30 YEARS

• New Construction • Roofing • Windows • Additions

• Complete Remodeling • Siding • Painting • Interior/Exterior

• Drywall  • Flooring • Decks

Free Estimates • Lead Certified

815-761-1626

Construction

NAVARRO & SONS
Construction Company

********
Ceramic Tile • Wood Floors • Painting • Siding-
Basements • Room Additions  • Baths • Kitchens
Over 25 yrs. exp.       Custom touch      No job too big or too small
FRANK NAVARRO • OREGON / BYRON

PHONE: 815-234-7588 FAX: 815-234-7568

Free 
Estimates

Sr. Citizen 
Discount

FIVE  ALARMFIVE  ALARM

EVENTS & ENTERTAINMENT

FIREWORKS CO.FIREWORKS CO.
PYROTECHNIC DISPLAYSPYROTECHNIC DISPLAYS
PHIL GIUFFRE 773-415-4277 OREGON, ILLINOIS  

WWW.5ALARMFIREWORKS.COM 
FESTIVALS, CONCERTS, WEDDING HOMECOMINGS, CORPORATE EVENTS

FENCING

Dixon, IL

815-677-1402
Agircultural - Residential - Commercial

- Hi-tensile electric
- Woven wire
- Board rail
- Horse fence

- Vinyl fencing
- Chain link
- Split rail
- Privacy

FREE 
ESTIMATES!

Firewood

AT’s
Firewood
815-751-2255

All Hardwoods, Seasoned, 
Delivered, Stacked

Gutters

HAIR CARE HANDYMAN

C.J. HOME MAINTENANCE 
and REPAIR

We fix almost anything in and around the home!
20 Plus Years Experience

Regular and Emergency Service 24 Hours A Day
7 Days A Week

Phone 1-815-234-4511
Cell 1-815-222-6239

Byron, Oregon,
Mt. Morris Areas

Mike Hurst, Owner/Operator

815-757-4383
MONROE CENTER, IL

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALL

HEATING & COOLING

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Insured FREE 

ESTIMATES

New Construction • Complete Remodels • Additions • Windows
Doors • Sunrooms • Kitchens • Basements • Baths • Garages

Dan Houston 815.871.5748 • Craig Kosch 815.566.7424

www.integrityhomeimp.com

LAWNCARE PAINTING

WALLPAPER PAINTING STAINING

K & J
DECORATING, INC.

Specializing in painting or staining kitchen 
cabinets or woodwork.

Insured         Over 40 Years Experience

Ken Kline Cell (815) 353-5754
Stillman Valley, IL

PAINTING PET GROOMING
by

Dun Wright Grooming

• Pets Groomed at Your Home
• Less Stress on Yourself and Your Pet
• No More “Separation” Anxiety
• No More Day-Long Waits for Pets

• Cut of Your Choice
    (depends on coat condition)
• Specialty/Flea Baths Available
• Bath/Hand Blow-Drying/Toe Nails Clipped

Contact person: 815-440-4779 Pam Wright

MOBILE 
GROOMING

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

“Your Trees 
Deserve a 
Certified 
Arborist!”Serving Ogle County Since 1996

• Trimming & Removals • Climbing Specialists • Insect & Disease Control
• Planting Service • Arborist Consulting

Fully Licensed & Insured

732-4710

TREE CARE TREE SERVICE TREE REMOVAL

Floral Design & Boutique | 115 W. 2nd St., Byron
815-543-6864 | www.velvetpoppyfloral.com

FLORAL DESIGNER/BOUTIQUE

Merlin Fox - 815-440-9827
merlin@illinoisdoormasters.com

SERVICING AND INSTALLING GARAGE DOORSSERVICING AND INSTALLING GARAGE DOORS

Oregon, IL

GARAGE DOORS
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Whatever you’re looking for, 
these local businesses ask 
you to consider them first.

Wouldn’t you like your 
business card seen by 

28,500 people?
 CALL 815-732-2156

SERVICE CALL SPECIAL
$2995 ANY 

BRAND
We Service All Makes & Models. Test & check.

Over 30 Years Experience.
AFFORDABLE WATER

815-625-3426
Toll Free: 877-353-7638

Offer Expires 4/30/20

12212020

WATER SOFTENER

BY GEORGE HOWE
CORRESPONDENT

NOT all 
stories have 
a happy 

ending. In sports there 
is a winner and loser. 
For the Forreston High 
School varsity football 
team, it was a tale of 
two seasons. Head 
Coach Keynon Janicke 
who took over the team 
last June after years 
of being an assistant 
would be the first to 
tell you that the up 
and down season was 
a result of careless 
mistakes like balls on 
the ground and false 
starts early on. “In 
our losses it was more 
about ways we found 
to lose as opposed to 
our opponent beating 
us,” he said. “We hit 
a rough spot where 
not everyone was on 
the same page and as 
a result our record 
reflected that.”

Going into the 
homecoming game 
in week five, the 
Cardinals were 2-2 
and many pre-season 
predictions had them 
closer to an unblem-
ished record.   Accord-
ing to senior quar-
terback Brock Smith 
the ‘switch’ went on 
against Galena enroute 
to a 46-14 victory.  
“At homecoming, 
that’s when we fi-
nally realized as a 
group that we actually 
believed in our ability 
and what the coaches 
have taught us,” he 
shared. Janicke saw 
the change. “We had 
a total buy in of what 
we were trying to do 
and the team ran with 
it.” 

That momentum 
was evident against 
their first round play-
off opponent St. Bede, 
as they cruised to a 46-
22 win. The Cardinals 
handled Chicago Hope 

A Tale of Two Seasons

Quarterback Brock Smith hands off to Runningback Johnny Kobler in the state 
semi-final game at Freeport H.S.  

in round two, coming 
out on top 44-16 behind 
the physical nature 
of their defense and 
the strong running of 
senior Johnny Kobler. 
“Johnny has carried 
the load for us and we 

know that we can rely 
on him to make plays,” 
said Janicke. Round 
three gave Forreston an 
opportunity to avenge 
an earlier loss to Dako-
ta. This time, they had 
little trouble cruising 

to a 20-8 victory that 
propelled them to the 
semi-final round against 
number one seed and 
defending state champ 
Lena Winslow. Back in 
week nine, the Cardi-
nals used a 22 play, 89 

yard drive and scored 
with no time left on 
the clock to knock off 
the Panthers 22-20. 
The two NUIC rivals 
have met in the 1A 
playoffs five times, 
and each time the win-
ner has gone on to win 
a state championship. 

On a very cold and 
blustery Saturday No-
vember 19 at Freeport 
High School field, 
Winslow got their 
revenge with a 38-16 
triumph ending an 
impressive post-season 
run for the Cardinals 
who finished up 8-5 
overall.  “No team 
with a 5-4 record has 
ever advanced this far 
in our school’s football 
history,” said Jan-
icke. “To come in as 
a number 10 seed and 
beat some good foot-
ball teams and to see 
how far we came, it 
was a tremendous year 
and I couldn’t be more 
proud of my guys.”

DREAMS of state titles 
for Ogle County are 
over with losses by By-

ron and Forreston in the 
IHSA football semifinals.

Before we talk about 
those games, let’s revisit 
eight-man ball. I finally 
had a chance to see a 
replay of the final few 
minutes and post-game 
footage of the Polo-West 
Central game from the 
previous week.

What’s significant about the 
post-game, you ask?

Because of the sportsmanship 
demonstrated by both teams. 
Immediately after Kaiden Droste 
of WC scored to give Polo a 
heart-breaking loss, you could see 
West Central players going over 
to console Marcos. During the 
hand shake line, as Polo players 
approached the WC side, it even 
looked like the visiting fans were 
applauding the Marcos.

This was a stark contrast to 
last year’s semifinal game against 
Milford when tempers flared up 
on the visitors side by players, 
coaches and fans. It got ugly for a 
while.

Though Polo lost, I sense they 
appreciated the class and dignity 
shown by West Central. An exam-
ple is a leader like Droste.

I listened to him on the post-
game interview and he sounded 
quite articulate for a teenager. I 
didn’t know whom it was at first 
and thought it was a coach, be-
cause of the maturity exhibited.

In fact, he sounded better than 
many coaches do.

Getting back to his game 
winner, besides being hemmed 
in at the sideline, there were four 
Marco defenders that had a shot at 
him. I did not realize how impres-
sive the escape was until seeing it 
online.

Droste and his teammates 
went on to beat Amboy in a close 
championship game on a very 

cold Friday evening at 
Monmouth and it looked 
like a big crowd for both 
sides.

I see no reason why 
eight-man would want to be 
included in the IHSA play-
offs. They have intimate 
atmosphere at Monmouth 
College and are usually the 

only game football game going 
that night.

John Lalor, the father of 
eight-man in Illinois, said things 
have solidified, with 30-35 teams 
expected in 2023. It was more 
competitive this season and will 
continue to get better, as more 
kids from these schools choose to 
participate.

The community pride in places 
like Polo, Amboy and Biggs-
vile (West Central) wouldn’t be 
possible without the eight-man 
alternative. 

Unlike the IHSA that requires 
a paid membership to watch their 
games online, the eight-man 
organization puts their product 
on for free. Watching the eight-
man championship with 3,000 
other viewers from at least 20 
states made me feel like I was in 
Monmouth.

A live chat that was going on 
during the videocast, with alumni 
from both schools connecting 
with old friends and the announc-
ers also joining in the conversa-
tion, along with Polo folk rooting 
for WC. Yes, call me old-fash-
ioned, but the internet still amazes 
me.

Saturday was a road trip to 
Freeport, site of the Forreston-Le-
na-Winslow game. The first order 
of business was investigate a ru-
mor that Le-Win, perhaps smart-
ing a bit from losing on its home 

field to Forreston after a 2018 
snowfall, moved the game to 
Freeport’s artificial turf because it 
favored their style of play better.

After asking questions of 
several sources, I could not find 
any evidence to substantiate this 
claim. Case closed.

Ice-crusted grass field or Astro-
turf – it wouldn’t have made any 
difference. Le-Win’s offensive 
line was creating huge, gaping 
holes for their three 1,000-yard 
running backs to run at will over 
Forreston’s defense.

It wouldn’t have made any 
difference in the final outcome 
if Forreston was 100 percent 
healthy.

Le-Win is too physical for 
anyone in 1A. They would also 
be considered the favorite in 2A 
against either Downs Tri Valley 
or Decatur St. Teresa. Remem-
ber when AJ Christensen and the 
Cardinals took it to St. Teresa in 
the 1A finals.

How deep is Elmhurst Immac-
ulate Conception, a 35-0 winner 
over Byron? Joey Gliatta ran for 
192 yards and four touchdowns. 
The kid was a third-string running 
back until week 12.

Credit to Byron for a 16-min-
ute, 22-play drive to nearly to 
tie things up at 7-7. But, a fourth 
down pass was intercepted and 
three other fourth down attempts 
were denied against the over-
whelming 3A favorite against 
Williamsville.

It also gives credence to how 
good Princeton was by taking 
Elmhurst into overtime the week 
before. Byron, Reed Custer and 
Stillman Valley were all worthy of 
being 3A championship timber.

Andy Colbert is a longtime 
Ogle County resident with years 
of experience covering sports and 
more for multiple area publica-
tions. 

Andy Colbert

Football comes to a 
close in Ogle County

Oregon bowling defeats Rockford 
Christian

The Oregon Boys bowling team raised its season 
record to 3-1 with a 3,294-3,020 victory over Rock-
ford Christian Nov. 17 at Town & Country Lanes 
in Mt. Morris. In their initial match of the Northern 
Illinois Bowling Conference season, Oregon won 
all five standings points by winning each game of 
the match.  It was once again a balanced team effort 
with Oregon being led by Brandon Rowe with a 604 
series (200, 205, 199). He was followed by Gavvin 
Surmo’s 585 series, Stylar Klapp’s 580 series, Cod-
ey Dunbar’s 533 series, Brady Davis’s 532 series, 
Roberto Hernandez’s 332 series (two games) and 
Matthew Stahl with a 128 game. The JV moved 
to 4-0 with a forfeit win and was led by Sebastian 
Alford with a 493 series.
Oregon girls basketball falls to  
Pecatonica

On Thursday, Nov. 17 in the Oregon Girls Tipoff 
Tournament, the Oregon Hawks varsity girls basket-
ball team fell to Pecatonica 50-39. Hadley Lutz led 
the Hawks in scoring with 18 points including two 
3-pointers. Ella Dannhorn scored 10 points for Oregon. 
Oregon girls basketball defeats  
Mendota

On Saturday, Nov. 19 in the Oregon Girls Tipoff 
Tournament, the Oregon Hawks varsity girls basket-
ball team defeated Mendota 42-21. Hadley Lutz led 
the Hawks in scoring with 22 points including three 
3-pointers. 
Oregon girls basketball finishes 
sixth at tournament

On Saturday, Nov. 19 in the Oregon Girls Tipoff 
Tournament, the Oregon Hawks varsity girls basket-
ball team fell to Amboy 39-23 in the fifth place game. 
Hadley Lutz led the Hawks in scoring with 10 points.
Byron football falls 35-0 in state 
semifinals

On Saturday, Nov. 19, Byron varsity football fell 
35-0 to IC Catholic in the IHSA 3A state football 
playoff semifinals. The Tigers gained 218 yards on 
the ground in the loss and were led by Caden Con-
sidine’s 120 yards. Byron finished the season with 
an 11-2 record.
Scores

Girls varsity basketball
Nov. 17: Stillman Valley 65, Forreston 27, Forreston 

Thanksgiving tournament
Girls varsity basketball
Nov. 18: Stillman Valley 44, Stockton 12, Forreston 

Thanksgiving tournament
Girls varsity basketball
Nov. 19: Stillman Valley 53, Winnebago 48, For-

reston Thanksgiving tournament
Girls varsity basketball
Nov. 21: Stillman Valley 44, Eastland 36
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AREA CHURCH  DIRECTORY
   

211 Hwy. 38 E.
Rochelle, IL 61068
Ph: 815-732-2156
Fax: 815-562-2161ROCK VALLEY SHOPPER

Masses: Sun 10:30am, Tuesday Mass 8 a.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation: First Sunday of each month after 
10:30 mass
OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday-Friday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
www.stmarypolo.org 

CHURCH OF THE OPEN BIBLE
302 S. Franklin Ave., Polo, Illinois • 815-946-2848 • Luke N. Schier, Pastor       
Sunday Worship: 9:30am We include our children in our Sunday Worship 
Experience. “”THE GRAND Kids Class”  Ages 3-10 are then dismissed right 
after Praise & Worship. Blended Services. “Passion for God” “Compassion for 
People” Visit our website: PoloOpenBible.org

CROSSROADS COMMUNITY CHURCH ~ 
POLO CAMPUS

Meeting Sundays @ 10AM Service
205 N. Jefferson Avenue, Polo ~ 815.837.5255
polo@crossroadscn.com 
We offer contemporary worship and relevant Bible teaching through 
engaging messages and powerful video. Join us after services for coffee, 
snacks & fellowship. Kidzlink Children’s Ministry (nursery-5th grade) ~ 
during 10AM service
Crave Youth Group (6th-12th grade) ~Wed. 6:30PM - June 1st .
Visit our website: www.crossroadscn.com

FAITH DISCOVERY CHURCH
801 W. Oregon St., Polo • 815-946-3588 • Jeremy Heller, Pastor
 Sunday School 9:00 a.m., Worship Service 10:00 a.m., Nursery Available, 
Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 p.m. We Are an independent non-
denominational Christian church. Visitors are always welcome.

FAITH UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
702 E. Dixon Street, Polo, IL  61064 •  Tel:815-946-3212 
Sunday School for all ages 9am followed by Worship at 10am
Pastor Brian LeBaron
Website: www.faithumcpolo.com • facebook.com/Faithumcpolo

STILLMAN VALLEY
RED BRICK CHURCH OF STILLMAN VALLEY
(CONGREGATIONAL CHRISTIAN CHURCH)

Pastor Rev. Dr. Chris Brauns  |  Associate Pastor David Bogner
207 W Roosevelt Road (Rte 72), Stillman Valley. 
815-645-2526  |  www.theredbrickchurch.org
Sunday:  Worship at 9:00 and 10:30 am. Sunday School at 9:00 am.
Wednesday:  AWANA (Sept – April) from 6:00 to 7:15 pm.
Men, women, youth Bible Studies throughout the year.
See website for all activities or contact the church office.

KISHWAUKEE COMMUNITY 
EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

8195 Kishwaukee Road, Stillman Valley, IL 61084 / 815-965-1940
Rev. Nick Garner, Pastor
www.kishchurch.org
Sunday Schedule: Discipleship Hour 9:00 AM, Coffee Fellowship 11:15 AM
Gathered Worship 10:00 AM
For complete ministry schedule check out our website or call the church 
office.

VALLEY EVANGELICAL COVENANT CHURCH
Interim Pastor Lisa Orris
103 S Maple St, Stillman Valley, IL 
815-645-8872 | www.valleycov.org
Sunday Morning 9am ‘Gather’ for learning & conversation, 10:15am Worship 
both onsite and online at facebook.com/VECCfSV
Home of Valley Covenant Preschool 815-645-8882 Director Jill Huber
Bible Studies, Youth Group, Bread of Life Food Pantry
Please visit website for more information or contact the church office M-F 
9am-2pm

GRACE FELLOWSHIP CHURCH 
DAVIS JUNCTION

Pastor Brad Pittman           www.graceisforyou.com
10479 E. High Rd., Stillman Valley, IL 61084• 815-973-1369  
Worship Service:  Saturday at 5pm

WINNEBAGO
MIDDLE CREEK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

12473 Montague Road, Winnebago, IL 61088
Located West of Tower Road on Montague Rd.
Sunday: Worship Service at 9:30 am. 
Office Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs. & Friday 9am-2pm.
Phone: 815-335-2609. Email: middlecreekchurch@gmail.com

MT. MORRIS CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
409 W. Brayton Road, Mt. Morris, IL 61045 Phone 734-4573
Pastor-Rodney Caldwell. Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m. Worship service available 
online, call for details. Other activities currently suspended due to pandemic. 

Email: mtmcob@frontier.com 

MT. MORRIS TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
308 E. Brayton Rd. Mt. Morris, IL Phone: 734-6354   Rev. Josh Ehrler    

Worship Services: Saturday 5:30 PM; Worship Sunday 9:30 AM . 
Sunday Church School - follows Worship Service (Sept.-May) Chime Choir 

Wednesday 6:00 PM; 

LITTLE PRAIRIE MENNONITE CHURCH
409 W Brayton Rd. Mt Morris, IL 61054 (Church of the Brethren Basement 
Entrance) Worship Services: 10:00 AM Sunday Morning, 7:00 PM 1st & 3rd 
Sunday Evening, 7:30 PM 2nd & 4th Wednesday Evenings of the Month.
Pastor:  Norman Reinford 779-861-3700

OREGON

EAST OREGON CHAPEL CHURCH OF GOD
East Oregon Chapel Church of God
The Sharing is Caring Church.
107 N Daysville Rd. Oregon, IL  Phone: 815-732-2960. 
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Monday Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Breakfast is served the Fifth Sunday of the Month beginning at 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday activities: Adults & Children meet weekly beginning at 6:30pm. 
In the event that Oregon Schools are not in session we do not meet on 
Wednesdays. 

EBENEZER REFORMED CHURCH
2997 N. German Church Rd., 815-732-6313
3 miles east of Oregon on Rt. #64 then 2 miles north on German Church Rd. 
• Rev. Josiah Youngquist
www.EBENEZERREFORMED.com • Sunday school 9:00 a.m.  Worship 10:00 
a.m.

LIGHTHOUSE UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Matthew J. Smith 4962 S. Daysville Rd., Oregon, IL 61061 815-732-7683
Worship at 9:00 a.m. Holy Communion celebrated the first Sunday of each of 
month. Lighthouse will lite up your life!

OREGON CHURCH OF GOD
860 W. Oregon Trail Road Oregon, IL      Phone: 732-6847 or 732-2604  Pastor 
Michael Hoffman; Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.; Morning worship, 10:30 a.m.; 
Wednesday activities: Adult, Children, and Youth Groups 7 p.m. At the church. 

OREGON FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
505 Hill St.  Oregon, IL 61061  Phone: 732-2642
Pastor: David Snow “A Christ-centered, Bible-believing, family-oriented 
ministry.” Sunday School 9:30 a.m.; Sunday Morning Service 10:30 a.m.; 
Sunday Evening Service 6:00 p.m.; Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

OREGON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
200 S. 4th St, Oregon, IL 61061 • 815/732-2994
www.oregonumc.org •Pastor Rev. Megan Smick
9:00am Fellowship/Sunday School; 10:00am Worship with music, meditation 
& Fellowship; 10:15am Announcements begin.

RIVERSTONE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
609 S. 10th Street , Oregon, IL 61061
Pastor Craig Arnold ~ 812-236-1213
Sunday Service @ 10:45 AM ~ contemporary style worship with coffee and 
doughnuts in our cafe! Online worship is also available via Facebook.
We believe in sharing Communion every Sunday as an act of worship. 
RiverKids Service @ 10:45 AM for nursery-6th grade ~ provides a safe and 
fun environment where kids can learn about who God is and who they are 
because of Him.
Encounter Youth Ministry for kids in 7th-12th grade meets on Sunday 
afternoons. Please see our Facebook page for scheduled dates and times. 
For complete ministry info and events, visit us online at Riverstonecc.com or on 
Facebook at facebook.com/RiverStoneChristianChurch

ST. BRIDE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
1000 Highway 64, West (Hwy 64 W & Mongan Drive on Liberty Hill), Oregon 
• 732-7211 – Office  Rev. Eldred George   
Webpage: saintbrides.org • E-mail:saint.bride.church@gmail.com • 
Worship Services: Sunday 10 am Holy Communion with Hymns
Christian Education Available

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH, NALC
114 S. 5th St. Oregon, IL  Phone: (815) 732-2367
Website: stpaulnalcoregonil.weebly.com   
10:15 a.m. Fellowship/Education hours
11:30 a.m. Worship 

POLO
ST. MARY CHURCH

Rectory/Office: 211 North Franklin Ave., Polo, IL 61064
PHONE: 815-946-2535 • Rev. Joseph P. Naill

FORRESTON
 FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH

402 2nd Avenue, Forreston, IL 61030, Phone 815-938-3203Pastor Scott 
Ralston 
Sunday Worship 9:00 am; Sunday School 10:00 am

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
402 First Ave., Forreston, IL   Phone: 815-938-2380
Pastor Sung-Eun Kim
OPEN HEARTS, OPEN MINDS, OPEN DOORS
Worship at 9:00 a.m. (childcare provided) with coffee and fellowship 
immediately following. Sunday School Age 3-Adult, 10:15 am.
AA meets Mondays, 8:00 AM. Monthly United Methodist Women’s meetings. 

God is Good, All the Time, All the Time, God is Good!

ST. JAMES  LUTHERAN CHURCH
Pastor Karen Tews 
West Grove Rd. At Columbine Rd.
Worship Service 10:30 am. Communion is served every Sunday.
“Singing the Song of Christian Faith in Worship, Service, Learning, Outreach 
and Welcome” in a beautiful rural setting.

Everyone is cordially invited to be with us.

LEAF RIVER
 ADELINE ZION EVANGELICAL CHURCH

9106 Cedar St. in Adeline, Leaf River, IL 61047 • Ph:815-541-4863  Sunday 
Services: Sunday School 9:00 am, Worship Service 10:15 am

VISITORS WELCOME

LEAF RIVER BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Billy Hardy
Live Sermon Streaming: Sundays at 10:00 AM at www.facebook.com/
LEAFRIVERBC/
Archived Sermons on our YouTube channel: Leaf River Baptist Church (Until 
further notice)
9:30 Church Service. Nursery available, 11:00 Sunday school for all ages. 
Nursery available
6941 N Mt Morris Rd, Leaf River, IL  61047
815-738-2205  leafriverbc@gmail.com

LINDENWOOD

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH – LCMS
immanuel-lindenwood.org (for sermons, events, etc.)
16060 E. Lindenwood Road, Lindenwood, IL 61049
815-393-4500 • office@immanuel-lindenwood.org
Sunday Mornings: Divine Service @ 9am; Food & Fellowship @ 
10am; Sunday School and Adult Bible Study @ 10:30am
Food Bank: 1st and 3rd Saturdays, 9am-12pm
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Matthew Rosebrock
pastor@immanuel-lindenwood.org

LINDENWOOD UNION CHURCH
101 N Galena st, P.O box 67
Lindenwood IL 
815-393-4658
Worship- 10:00 am 
Coffee Fellowship following service

KINGS 
ELIM REFORMED CHURCH

140 S. Church Road, Kings, IL 61068  • Pastor Marv Jacobs 
Phone 815-562-6811 E-mail: goelimchurch@gmail.com
Website:  www.goelimchurch.org
Sunday morning worship 10:00 am

MOUNT MORRIS 
DISCIPLES UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

“By God’s grace in Christ, we LIVE, LOVE, and SERVE”
All are welcome here! 
9:30 am - Sunday Worship with Communion open to all
10:45 am - Sunday School (Sep - May)
www.disciplesumc.org 
(815) 734-4853 
102 N Maple Ave., Mt. Morris, IL 61054
Rev. Julie Bunt, Pastor

EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH OF MT. MORRIS
102 S. Seminary Ave., Mt. Morris, IL  61054   815-734-4942  www.efcmm.org 
Senior Pastor:  Bruce McKanna.  Sunday Schedule: 8:30 a.m.  Sunday School 
for all ages. 9:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship. 10:00 a.m.  Morning Worship with 
Childcare and Children’s Church.

BYRON
ALL SAINTS LUTHERAN CHURCH

624 Luther Drive, Byron IL 61010 815-234-5277
Pastor:  Janet Wold
Sunday Worship Service held at 9:00 am.  A recording of each Sunday’s 
worship service is available on our Facebook page and our website later in 
the day.  Communion is served every Sunday.   Sunday School for ages 3 
through Adult  is held at 10:00 am September through May. Confirmation 
studies for 7th and 8th grade students are held each Sunday morning at 
10:00 am.  Monday afternoon Bible Study is held at 1:30 pm via Zoom.  In 
person Bible Studies are held Tuesday evening at 7:00 pm and Wednesday 
afternoon at 1:30 pm.  Book Club and The GATHERING meet monthly; 
quilters meet twice monthly.  Visit our website http://www.AllSaintsByron.
org or call the church office for further information.

CORNERSTONE FAMILY CHURCH
205 N. Peru St., Byron 815-234-8737 cornerstonefam ily.church
Sr. Pastor: Erik Ness, NextGen/ Family Pastor: Collin Nicholls
Children’s Ministry Director : Lori Martin
Worship Service on Sundays at 10am with Children ‘s Worship Service and 
Nursery Available
Sr High Youth Min istry Sundays at 6:00pm, Jr High Youth Ministry 
Wednesdays at 6:30pm
Numerous Small Groups Available for All Ages throughout the week .
Please call our Church Office or visit our website for more details .
Office Hours: 8:00am -4:30pm Mondays-Thursdays 

BYRON ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH
226 E. Second St, Byron, IL 61010 - Phone 815-234-7431 – Fr. Richard 
Rosinski. Weekday Masses:  Tuesday – Friday 7:30am,  Weekend Masses: 
May – August   Sat. 5:00 pm, Sun. 8:00 am and 10:00 am, September – 
April  Sat. 5:00 pm, Sun. 8:00 am and 10:45 am, Reconciliation:  Fri. 8:00 
am – 8:30 am; Sat. 3:30 pm – 4:30 pm or by appointment

SHEPHERD EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH
NEW LOCATION! Jarrett Prairie Center 7993 N. River Rd., Byron Phone 963-
5216 Rev. Michael Axmark, Pastor.Discover Time 9:30 a.m., Fellowship 10:15 
a.m., Worship 10:30 a.m.
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 838, Byron, IL 61010

UNITED CHURCH OF BYRON
A Member of the United Church of Christ 
701 W. Second Street; PO Box 927, Byron IL 61010, 815-234-8777 
Email: ucb@comcast.net 
Website: unitedchurchofbyron.org 
Pastor: Rev. Tyler Spellious 
Youth Ministry Coordinator: Richard Simpson 
Sunday Schedule & Worship opportunities: 
Service of Meditation & Prayer: 8:15am- 8:45am 
Adult Sunday School Hour: 9am 
Kids Sunday School: (for ages 3 thru 5th grade) 9:30 -10:15am 
Coffee & fellowship time: 9:30am - 10:30am
Main Worship: 10:30am 
Spark Youth Group (for ages 6th grade thru 12th grade) - Sundays, 5pm-7pm 
For complete ministry schedule and other activities, please check our website or 
Facebook page or contact the church office. 
Whoever you are or wherever you are on your journey, you are welcome here! 

BEACON HILL ASSEMBLY OF GOD
“Building Faith for Life”
6467 N. German Church Rd., Byron, IL - Ph. (815) 234-8032 - 
beaconhillbyron.org
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 448, Byron, IL 61010
Pastor: Gary Cortese
Service Times: Sundays at 10AM; Wednesday night Faith-Lift at 6:30PM
Find us on Facebook/Beacon Hill Assembly of God

CHANA
CHANA UNITED METHODIST

Pastor Josh Brown, 606 Main Street, Chana, IL 61015. Church office 815-732-
7683. (E-mail address: chanaumc@gmail.com Adult & Children’s Education 
9:00 a.m. Worship Service 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion celebrated the first 
Sunday of each month. At Chana Church you will find Open Hearts-Open 
Minds-Open Doors.

DAVIS JUNCTION 

DAVIS JUNCTION 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Open Minds, Open Hearts, Open Doors • “God’s Heart in Our Community” 
Located in town on Rt. 72 • Our Pastor is Rev. Keith Kelsey-Powell  Sunday 
Services:  Worship 10:30am, Childrens time during Worship Service. 
Fellowship following the Worship Service each Sunday. Communion the first 
Sunday of the month. Potluck luncheon following Worship every  4th Sunday, 
except in the summer months of  June, July and August. Various small groups 
meet throughout the month. For more information about the small groups 
please call 298-2310. AA meets Wednesdays at 5:30pm and Saturdays at 9am. 
For more information please visit our website WWW.DJUMC.ORG 

Mitten Tree
Mittens to wear; Hats for their hair; Scarves for their 

neck; Gloves too?  Our annual Mitten Tree is now on 
display through the end of December.   Please help dec-
orate our Mitten Tree with thick, warm mittens, gloves, 
hats, and scarves for all ages.  Items will be distributed 
through New Life Community Center in January.  
YOUTH PROGRAMS:

Story Time
Thursdays @ 10:00 AM. Stop in with your Toddlers 

and Pre-K littles for Story Time each Thursday with 
Miss Jana.  She will have a couple stories and an activity 
for the kids.

Big Kids, Big Art
Tuesday, January 17th , 4:30 PM. Calling all 1st 

through 5th Graders!  Miss Jana has a great beginner 
art program just for you.  Each month will focus on a 
different element of art.  Join her on the 3rd Tuesday of 
each month!

LEGO® Club
1st Monday of the month, 5:00 PM. Create with us 

on the 1st Monday of each month.  We will have the 
LEGO® bricks waiting for you!
ADULT PROGRAMS:

Adult Book of the Month
Look for the next title in January!

Craft Kits for Adults:
Stop by the circulation desk to pick up November’s 

make and take craft. Celebrate Thanksgiving by making 
an ear of corn. 

Create-a-Card
Will Return in March 2023!
Drop Box 
Our drop box is closed until further notice due to water 

leaks.  Please return library materials during business 
hours.  You may also return materials to other local li-
braries, and they will send them to us via our interlibrary 
loan system.  We apologize for the inconvenience.

Plastic Recycling
We ask that you make sure plastic is clean with no 

debris in the donation.  Also please remove any zip-
loc-type seals and paper/sticker labels.  Thank you for 
your cooperation.
NEW RELEASES 

Adult Books
The House in the Orchard by Elizabeth Brooks
Oath of Loyalty by Vince Flynn (Large Print)
The Lindbergh Nanny by Mariah Fredericks
Do Nice Guys Run For Congress by Donald Man-

zullo (NF)
The Choice by Nora Roberts
The Whittiers by Danielle Steel
Picture Books
Melody Lifts Her Voice: An American Girl book
River by Sarah Dellow (Boardbook)
I Am Thankful by Sheri Wall

BERTOLET MEMORIAL LIBRARY

Curbside Delivery
The library is open for browsing, but patrons can 

still use our curbside service! Place your holds online 
at byronlibrary.org or call us at 815-234-5107. Not sure 
what you want? Call us for help!  We will call or email 
you with a confirmation when your holds are ready to 
be picked up. Call us when you arrive at the library, and 
we will bring your items out to you, already checked 
out. A receipt with your due dates will be included with 
your items.  
Did you know?

That the Byron Public Library is a fine-free library? 
All materials checked out from the Byron Library still 
have due dates, but the library no longer charges fees for 
items that are returned or renewed late. Materials that 
are overdue by 21 days or longer will be billed to your 
account.  Read more and worry less at the Byron Library!

Did you know?
That the Byron Public Library offers free notary 

services? Several of our staff members are registered 
notaries, and can notarize documents during most library 
hours. Please call the library at 815-234-5107 for notary 
availability or to set up an appointment. 
DIY Clothespin Ornaments

Thursday, Dec. 8. 6-7 p.m. Need a few extra handmade 
ornaments for the Christmas Tree? Come and join Miss 
Christine as she walks you through how to create a toy 
soldier and snowman ornament using a clothespin and 
a few other items! Please register by visiting Byron.
evanced.info/signup or calling 815-234-5107.  
Chocolate Peppermint Popcorn

Thursday, Dec. 15. 6-7 p.m. Need a last minute gift? 
Maybe something for your co-workers or neighbors? 

Join Beth as she walks you through the steps to make 
chocolate peppermint popcorn. Super easy, yummy snack 
gift! Please call 815-234-5107 or visit Byron.evanced.
info/signup to register.
Mindfulness Monday – Havening and 
Holidays

Monday, Dec. 19. 6-7 p.m. Come enjoy an aah moment. 
Beth will walk you through the havening technique to 
relax. We will continue with hot chocolate or hot cider 
with Christmas cookies and a special Christmas story.  
Please call 815-234-5107 or visit Byron.evanced.info/
signup to register.

Visit the Byron Library Facebook page to keep up 
to date on library news and virtual programs!  Be sure 
to also check out the Byron Library and Byron Library 
Teen Instagram pages!

BYRON PUBLIC LIBRARY
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WINTER SURVIVAL

Blake Automotive
3678 IL 64, Mt. Morris  

815-734-7228

Full-Service
Auto  Repair
&Maintenance

From factory-
schedule 
maintenance 
to emergency 
repairs and 
towing, we offer 
trusted service 
and great rates for 
unbeatable value.

01202020

DAN’S  AUTO REPAIRDAN’S  AUTO REPAIR
Complete Auto & Truck Services

Locally Owned & Operated for 28 Years
Time to get your vehicles ready for Fall & Winter!

• Minor to Major • Brakes 
• Oil Change • Complete Diagnostics

• Engine/Transmission
• Domestic & Most Foreign Cars

815-734-6267815-734-6267
4377 E. Rt. 64
Mt. Morris, IL

Dan Raney
Owner/Operator 11

15
20

21

SUMMER and 
fall can stake 
their claim as 

road trip season, and 
even devoted drivers 
may admit that winter is 
generally a less desir-
able time to take to the 
open road. The elements 
factor heavily into that 
reputation, as fewer 
hours of daylight, snow 
and ice are just some of 
the variables that can 
make it less enjoyable, 
and potentially more 
dangerous, to drive in 
winter.

In anticipation of ad-
verse driving conditions, 
vehicle owners can take 
various steps to prepare 
their cars and trucks for 
winter.

• Upgrade your wiper 
blades. Perhaps nothing 
is compromised more 
than visibility when 
driving in winter com-
pared to other times of 
year. Snow makes it hard 
to see when driving, but 
fewer hours of daylight 
also can affect visibility. 

In fact, the Insurance 
Institute for Highway 
Safety reports that 
approximately half of all 
fatal crashes occur be-
tween 6 p.m. and 6 a.m., 
even though the number 
of drivers on the road 
during those hours is 
considerably lower than 
it is during the daytime. 
The difficulty of driving 
at night is even more 
significant when wiper 
blades are not up to the 
task of keeping rain and 
snow off drivers’ wind-
shields. Prior to winter, 
inspect wiper blades and 
upgrade them, if neces-
sary. Streaks left on a 
windshield are a telltale 
sign that blades need to 
be replaced.

• Purchase winter 
tires. Winter tires may 
not be necessary in 
regions with relatively 
mild winters. Howev-
er, drivers accustomed 
to winters marked by 
heavy snowfall and/or 
icy roads should con-
sider replacing their 

existing tires with winter 
tires. Many newer vehi-
cles are now equipped 
with all-season tires, 
which the tire experts at 
Bridgestone note pro-
vide great performance 
but are not designed to 
handle extreme winter 
conditions like snow and 
ice. Winter tires are spe-
cially designed to handle 
such conditions, making 
them a worthy invest-
ment for drivers who 
live in regions where it’s 
not unusual to encounter 
snow and ice throughout 
the winter.

• Study up on your 
engine oil. Some vehicle 
manufacturers recom-
mend different grades 
of oil depending on the 
range of temperatures 
a car or truck will be 
driven in. The owner’s 
manual will likely indi-
cate if the manufacturer 
recommends using a 
different type of engine 
oil in especially cold 
temperatures. Even if the 
manual does not include 

How to prepare your car for winter

such a suggestion, driv-
ers can seek the advice 
of a local mechanic.

• Schedule a pre-win-
ter tuneup. Even if a 
vehicle is not due for a 
tuneup, it can be wise 
to have it looked over 
by a local mechanic 
before the arrival of 

harsh winter weather. A 
mechanic can check the 
radiator, hoses and other 
components that could 
be affected by especial-
ly cold weather in the 
months to come. If any 
issues are found, ad-
dress them immediately. 
After all, it’s better to 

be proactive than leave 
yourself vulnerable to 
breakdowns or other 
issues once the mercury 
drops.

As fall gives way to 
winter, drivers can take 
steps to keep their cars 
running strong and safe 
in the months ahead.  

COLD weather 
contributes to 
many differ-

ent conditions that can 
affect homes.When 
winds are blowing 
fiercely, homeowners 
may soon discover 
deficits in insulation 
or in caulking around 
windows and doors. Icy 
conditions can cause 
walkways and stairs to 
become slick. 

One winter condition 
can cause extensive 
headaches and damage 
and could be a mystery 
to many homeowners. 
Ice dams occur when 
warm air in the attic 
heats up the roof and 
melts accumulated 
snow. Water from this 
melt runs down the roof 
and refreezes when 
it reaches the colder 
roof edge. A mound of 
ice forms at the lower 
edge of the roofline as a 
result.

Ice dams may help 
create a picturesque 
winter vista, with icicles 
hanging and glinting in 
the sunlight, but they 
can cause significant 
damage. According 
to experts, ice dams 
can weigh hundreds of 
pounds if they get large 
enough, potentially 
affecting the structural 
integrity of roof eaves. 
In addition, ice dams 
can cause melted runoff 
to back up under roof 
shingles. This water 
can eventually make 
its way inside, ruining 
ceilings and walls. The 
roof, gutters, insulation, 
interior drywall, and 
other home surfaces can 
be damaged if ice dams 
are left unchecked.

The following are 
some conditions that 
make a home vulnerable 
to ice dam formation:

1. The presence of 

A homeowners’ guide to ice dams
snow on the roof.

2. An average outdoor 
temperature that is 32 F 
or lower.

3. A roof surface 
temperature above 32 F 
at its higher points and 
below 32 F at the lower 
end. 

4. Indoor heat making 
its way to the underside 
of the roof.

Homeowners should 
take a few steps to ad-
dress ice dams. The first 
is preventing future ice 
dams from forming. Ac-
cording to First Ameri-
can Roofing and Siding, 
LLC, improving insula-
tion in the ceiling below 
the attic and addressing 
any inefficiencies in 
the home is necessary. 
A professional can do a 
blower door test, which 
works by depressurizing 
the home and using a 
thermal camera to find 
areas where insulation 
is poor. In addition, ad-
equate ventilation under 
the roof deck is nec-
essary so cold air can 
circulate and prevent 
the attic from getting so 

warm that it will melt 
the snow on the roof.

The next step is to 
remove excess snow 
from the roof with a 
roof rake and keeping 
gutters clear. If ice dams 
have already formed, 
hire a professional to 
remove them, as it can 
be dangerous to do it 
oneself.

Snow-covered roofs 
and landscapes can be 
beautiful, but also dan-
gerous if conditions that 
cause ice dams to form 
are not addressed.  

Winter has its share of 
safety hazards, and extra 
effort may be required to pro-
tect one’s health and well-be-
ing when the chill creeps 
in. In recognition of that, 
the National Safety Council 
and the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention offer 
these winter safety tips.

1. Winterize your home 
to keep interior temperatures 
comfortable and prevent 
weather-related damage. 
Winterizing includes insulat-
ing water lines that run along 
exterior walls, cleaning out 
gutters, installing weather 
stripping, and replenishing 
insulation.

2. Exercise in cold tem-
peratures can put many people 
at risk of heart attack - espe-
cially those who are typically 
inactive. If you must exercise 
in cold weather, remember 
to stretch beforehand. Take 
breaks when shoveling or 
ask for help.

3. Check carbon monox-
ide alarms to see if they are 
working properly. Every year 
in the United States, more 
than 400 people die from 

Tips for winter safety
and 50,000 are treated for 
carbon monoxide poisoning. 
Exhaust from improperly 
vented heating appliances 
can contribute to carbon 
monoxide sickness.

4. Prepare a winter emer-
gency kit and keep it in your 
car in case you are stranded 
in inclement weather. The 
kit can include food, water, 
blankets, first-aid supplies, 
flares, and booster cables, 
among other items.

5. Wear appropriate cloth-
ing for the temperature and 

precipitation. Layers can be 
added or removed as needed.

6. Sprinkle sand or cat 
litter on icy patches of walk-
ways to improve traction. 
Sand or cat litter is easier on 
the environment than some 
chemical ice melt products.

7. Consider a whole-
house generator as an emer-
gency backup if the power 
goes out in winter. Gen-
erators can keep the heat 
running and the refrigerator 
humming along until power 
is restored.

Stan’s 
Performance

409 E. Hitt St • Mt. Morris

815-734-4272

–Emergency–
815-734-4838

FULL SERVICE GARAGE

Computer Diagnostic
Brakes • Tires • Oil Change

Transmission Care

We Do It All – Give Us A Try!

Stan’s Performance
FULL SERVICE GARAGE

• Computer Diagnostice 
• Brakes • Tires

• Oil Change • Transmission Care
• Air Conditioning 

• Tune Up & Repair

0430201810
14

20
19
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LOCAL NEWS

Weekly Brain Busters

6th Grade Competitive Girls  
Basketball

This competitive league elevates the expectation of 
both the players and the coaches.  Games are sched-
uled by Oregon School District and will replicate the 
7th and 8th grade schedule.  All home games will be 
played at Nash.  Transportation to all away games will 
be provided by OCUSD. Roster size is limited on this 
team and try-outs may be required. Practices sched-
uled to begin the week of January 2nd.  A volunteer 
coach is needed for this league, please email lesley@
oregonpark.org if interested. Deadline for participation 
is December 15th and the fee is $75/ NR$90
Flannels, Flapjacks and Santa!

Who doesn’t love flannels and flapjacks?!? Join 
us in your flannel pj’s or your holiday best to dine 
with Santa at Lorado Taft Dining Hall. Enjoy visiting 
Santa and taking photos in front of the historic stone 
fireplace, make a holiday ornament and enjoy an all 
you can eat buffet including flapjacks, fruit salad, 
sausage, bacon, biscuits, gravy, scrambled eggs, oat-
meal, assorted cereal, milk, orange juice and coffee! 
After breakfast feel free to explore the beautiful Taft 
campus and enjoy a hike or photos in front of the trees. 
Saturday December 17th and deadline is December 
8th.  Fee 10 and under $11/ NR $13 and 11 years and 
up $16/NR$19
Letters to Santa

Do you have a wish list or story to tell Santa Claus?  
Write a letter to Jolly Old St. Nicholas and tell him 
about yourself and if you have been naughty or nice.  
Santa’s elves will be installing a mailbox at Nash for 

your letter to be mailed.  Be sure to enclose a postage 
stamp and your return address!  Letters can be mailed 
beginning November 15 through December 14.
Kids Yoga

Yoga is back at Nash!  Join Kara Schabacker, owner 
of Happy Body, Healthy Mind for our new classes. 
Kids Yoga - Ages 5-9 and 10-14 - Kids yoga encom-
passes the many different aspects of a conscious and 
healthy lifestyle, within a framework that makes sense 
for a child’s developmental stage. With a foundation 
in movement, mindfulness and an emphasis on fun, 
kids can expect to exercise their body, express their 
creativity, learn how to master big emotions and 
manage stress. 

Ages 5-9 $27 per 3 week session 3:30-4:20 p.m. 
December 1, 8, 15. 

Ages 10-14 $27 per 3 week session 4:30-5:20 p.m. 
December 1, 8, 15

December classes deadline is November 28
Adult Yin/Restorative Yoga- Ages 18+

Kara Schabacker, owner of Happy Body, Healthy 
Mind is This class combines the slow, deep stretch 
poses of yin yoga with the relaxing, meditative poses 
of restorative yoga. We will use props such as bolsters 
and blocks etc. to aid and support us as we calm our 
nervous systems, relax our minds and refresh our 
bodies. All levels welcome. 

6:30-7:45 p.m. $30 per 3 week session December 
1, 8, 15.December classes deadline is November 28
Cookies and Cocktails Holiday  
Pairing

Cork & Tap is pairing holiday cookies with sig-

nature cocktails on Friday December 9th from 6:30-
8pm. Join us for a fun event to sample four delicious 
cookies from local bakers paired with four selected 
hand-crafted cocktails. Cork & Tap is located at 305 
W. Washington Street in Oregon. Grab your friends 
or family and enjoy an evening out at Cork & Tap. 
Spots are limited so register early! Cost $25/NR$30 
and deadline is December 2nd.
Holiday Pickleball Tournament

Come and play in our Holiday Pickleball Tourna-
ment! This tournament will be a round robin style. 
Teams will be made up of male, female, or co-ed, 
and you will have a new partner each round. Players 
need not sign up as a team, and this round robin 
style is designed to even the playing field for all! 
Nash does have a limited number of paddles that 
are available to play with. 

Registration Deadline: 12/18/22
Fee: $10/person $12/NR/person

Rock River Blood Center Blood 
Drive

Give back this year by joining us in donating 
blood on with the Rock River Blood Center in 
the River Room at Nash on December 19th from 
11:30am-5:30pm.   Your donation can save up to 
3 lives and you’re sure to get that amazing feeling 
of accomplishment and satisfaction for helping. 
Guidelines for donating blood change frequently, 
so if you have questions about whether you qualify 
to donate, please talk to a donor care specialist by 
calling (815)-965-8751 or check out www.rrvbc.org.
To schedule an appointment please contact Tina at 
(815)732-3101 or tina@oregonpark.org.

OREGON PARK DISTRICT WEEKLY HAPPENINGS
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)
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LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby 
given that on November 
7, 2022, a certificate was 
filed in the Ogle Coun-
ty Clerk’s Office setting 
forth the names and post 
office address of all of the 
persons owning, con-
ducting and transacting 
the business known as: 
Happily Handmade
312 W Washington St., 
Suite A
Oregon, IL 61061
Dated Nov. 7, 2022, Lau-
ra J. Cook, Ogle County 
Clerk
No. 1114
(Nov. 14, 21 and 28 2022)

PUBLIC NOTICE
RESOLUTION NO. 

2022-10 
RESOLUTION TO SELL 
THREE VACANT LOTS 
OWNED BY THE VILLAGE 
OF STILMAN VALLEY COM-
MONLY KNOWN AS “216 
NORTH WALNUT STREET, 
STILLMAN VALLEY, PINS 
10-01-304-014 AND 10-
01-304-005”, AND 212 
NORTH WALNUT STREET, 
STILLMAN VALLEY, PIN-
IO-01-304-006”, PURUSANT 
TO 65 ILCS 
5/1 1-76-4.2 
WHEREAS, the Village of 
Stillman Valley (“Village”) 
is the owner of record of 
three vacant parcels, cur-
rently used as “municipal 
green space, and com-
monly known as “PINS 
10-01-304-014 and 10-01-
304-004 (216 North Walnut 
Street, Stillman Valley) and 
PIN 
10-01-304-006 (212 North 
Walnut Street, Stillman 
Valley) (“Parcels”); and
WHEREAS, the legal de-
scription for “216 North 
Walnut Street”, PINS 10-
01-304005 and 10-01-304-
014 is as follows:
Part of Lot One (1) in Block 
Three (3) of the Village of 
Stillman Valley, particularly 
described as follows: Com-
mencing at a point 147 % 
feet North of the South-
east corner of said Block 
Three (3), running thence 
West 66 feet, thence North 
25 feet, thence East 66 
feet, thence South 25 feet 
to the place of beginning; 
situated in the Township 
of Marion, County of Ogle 
and the State of Illinois. 
Part of Block Three (3) of 
the Village of Stillman Val-
ley, described as follows: 
Commencing at a point 
101. 75 feet North of the 
Southeast corner of said 
Block Three (3), which point 
would be the Southeast 
corner of the North 22 feet 
of Lot Twelve {120 in Block 
Three (3), thence Wester-
ly parallel with the North 
line of said Block Three (3), 
a distance of 182.5 feet to 
a point, thence Northerly, 
parallel with the East line of 
Block Three (3) a distance 
of 70.75 feet to a point, 
thence Easterly parallel 
with the North line of said 
Block Three (3) a distance 
of 50.5 feet, to a point, 
which point shall be the 
place of beginning, thence 
easterly parallel with the 
North line of Block Three 
(3), a distance of 66 feet to 
a point, thence Southerly 
parallel with the East line of 
Block Three (3), 25 feet to a 
point, thence Westerly, par-
allel with the North line of 
Block Three (3), a distance 
of 66 feet to a point, thence 
Northerly parallel with the 
East line of Block Three (3), 
a ditance of 25 feet to the
[place of beginning; situat-
ed in the Township of Mar-
ion, County of Ogle and 
State of Illinois.
WHEREAS, the legal de-
scription for “212 North 
Walnut Street”, PIN 10-01-
304006 is as
follows
Part of Block Three (3) of 
the Village of Stillman Val-
ley, described as follows: 
Commencing at a point 
101 .75 feet North of the 
Southeast corner of Block 
Three (3), which point 
would be the Southeast 
corner of the North 22 feet 
of Lot 12 in said Block 3, 
thence Northerly along he 
Easterly line of Block Three 
(3) a distance of 45.5 feet 
more or less to the South-
east corner of the property 
owned by Donald Arn and 

Roberta Arn, thence West-
erly, parallel with the South 
line of Block Three 
(3) a distance of 132 feet to 
a point, thence Southerly, 
parallel with the Easterly 
line of Block Three (3) a dis-
tance of 45.5 feet to a point, 
thence Easterly a distance 
of 132 feet to the place of 
beginning:
ALSO INCLUDING a right-
of-way for ingress and 
egress, described as fol-
lows: Commencing at the 
Northwest corner of the 
above described tract, 
which point is 1 16.75 feet 
South of the Northerly line 
of Block Three (3), thence 
Easterly a distance of 20 
feet to a point, thence 
Northerly , parallel with the 
East Line of Block Three(3) 
a distance of 1 16.75 feet 
to the North line of Block 
Three (3), thence Wester-
ly along the North line of 
Block Three (3), a distance 
of 20 feet to a point, which 
point is the Northwest cor-
ner of Lot Two (2) in said 
Block Three (3), thence 
Southerly, parallel with the 
East line of Block Three (3) 
along the West line of Lot 2, 
a distance of 1 16. 75 feet to 
the place of beginning, all 
situated int the Township 
of Marion, County of Ogle 
and State of Illinois.
WHEREAS, said Parcels 
are all zoned 8-1, “Gener-
al Business District”, and 
subject to the special and/
or permitted uses for said 
zoning district; and
WHEREAS, Parcel 10-01-
304-06 (“212 North Walnut 
Street”) is 45.5 feet x 122 
feet more or less in size; 
WHEREAS, Parcel 10-01-
304-005 is 25 feet x 66 feet 
more or less in size and PIN 
10-01-
304-014 (collectively ‘216 
North Walnut Street”) is 25 
feet x 66 feet more or less 
in size; and
WHEREAS, the Village has 
a population of less than 
20,000 residents; and 
WHEREAS, the Village is 
wholly located in a county 
that has had an unemploy-
ment rate, as determined 
by the Illinois Department 
of Employment Security, 
that is higher than the 
national unemployment 
average, as determined 
by the US Department of 
Labor, for at least one (1) 
month during the last six 
(6) months preceding; and
WHEREAS, pursuant to 65 
ILCS 5/1 1-76-2, the Village 
previously adopted an 
ordinance (Number 970) 
deeming said Parcels as 
“surplus” and advertising 
said Parcels for bids, but 
after having advertised 
said Parcels for purchase by 
bid, the Village received no 
bids; and 
WHEREAS, the Village now 
wants so sell said Parcels 
through staff as provided 
for by 65 ILCS 5/11-76-4.2 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Vil-
lage President and Board 
of Trustees that the vacant 
surplus parcels owned by 
the Village and commonly 
known as “216 North Wal-
nut Street, Stillman valley 
PINs 10-01-304-014 and 
10-01-304-005”, and 11212 
North Walnut Street, Still-
man Valley, PIN 10-01-304-
006”, shall be sold by staff of 
the Village as authorized by
Section S/1 l-76-4.2(c)(1); 
and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
that said Parcels shall be 
sold “AS IS”, subject to all 
covenants, restrictions, and 
reservations of record; and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
that the corporate authori-
ties shall retain the right to 
accept or reject any and all 
offers; and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
that the Village Clerk shall 
cause this resolution to be 
published in weekly or dai-
ly newspaper published in 
Ogle County, Illinois, once 
a week for three successive 
weeks; and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, 
that no sale of said Parcels 
shall take place until not 
less than 30 days after the 
first publication of this res-
olution. 
ADOPTED by the Village 
Board of Trustees on this 
12th day of September, 
2022.
APPROVED by the Village 
President on this 12th day 
of September, 2022.
BY: MARTIN TYPER, Villa e 
President Village of Still-

man Valley, Illinois
ATTEST: YVONNE DEWEY, 
Village Clerk Village of Still-
man Valley, Illinois
No. 1116
(Nov. 14, 21 and 28, 2022)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Sealed bids will be re-
ceived by the Ogle Coun-
ty Highway Department, 
Oregon, Illinois until 2:00 
P.M., December 9, 2022, 
for the purchase of the 
following new equip-
ment with trade-in: 
1) Motor Grader
Specifications for the 
new equipment are avail-
able at the Ogle County 
Highway Department, 
1989 South IL Rt. 2, Or-
egon, IL between the 
hours of 7:00 A.M. and 
3:30 P.M. Monday - Fri-
day. The Road and Bridge 
Committee reserves the 
right to accept or reject 
any or all bids.
No. 1119
(Nov. 21 & 28, 2022

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby 
given that on Nov. 15, 
2022 a certificate was 
filed in the Ogle Coun-
ty Clerk’s Office setting 
forth the names and post 
office address of all of the 
persons owning, con-
ducting and transacting 
the business known as: 
S&S Antiques & Collect-
ibles
201 N 3rd St, Suite 236
Oregon, IL 61061
Dated Nov. 15, 2022
Laura J. Cook, Ogle Coun-
ty Clerk
No. 1122
(Nov. 21, 28 and Dec. 5, 
2022)

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Village of Stillman 
Valley will hold a Public 
Hearing before the Plan-
ning and Zoning Com-
mission on Thursday, De-
cember 22, 2022 at 6:00 
pm at the Stillman Valley 
Village Hall located at 120 
N Walnut Street, Stillman 
Valley, IL.  The purpose of 
the public hearing is to 
hear the proposed revi-
sions to Title 5B, “Zoning 
Regulations”, Chapter 1, 
“General Zoning Provi-
sions, Sections 5B-1-3, 
“Definitions”; 5B-1-7, Ac-
cessory uses”; 5B-6-2(b), 
“Special uses in Agricul-
tural Districts; and 5B-8-
6, “Off Street Parking and 
Loading in Agricultural 
Districts”.  That the said 
requests are as follows:
A proposed revision to 
Ordinance 1001 adopted 
on September 12, 2022 
has been proposed by 
the Board of Trustees.  
The proposed amend-
ment to Ordinance 1001 
deletes certain defini-
tions of Section 5B-1-3; 
an accessory use for 
solar farms in districts 
zoned for Agriculture in 
Section 5B-1-7; various 
special uses in districts 
zoned Agriculture in 
Section 5B-6-2(d); and 
various off-street parking 
and loading for various 
special uses in districts 
zoned Agriculture in Sec-
tion 5B-8-6.  
Dated this 23rd day of 
November, 2022
Submitted by Yvonne 
Dewey, Village Clerk
Village of Stillman Valley 
No 1130
(Nov. 28, 2022)

BINA Notice
The Mayor and the City 
Council of the City of 
Byron, Ogle County, Il-
linois will hold a public 
hearing on December  7, 
2022 at 6:25 p.m.  The 
hearing will be held in 
Byron City Hall, 232 West 
Second Street, Byron, Illi-
nois. The purpose of the 
hearing will be to receive 
public comments on the 
proposal to sell general 
obligation bonds in the 
amount of not to exceed 
$395,000 for the purpose 
of financing certain cap-
ital expenditures in and 
for the City (the “Project”) 
and paying certain costs 
of issuance of the bonds, 
all for the benefit of the 
inhabitants of the City.
By:  /s/ Caryn Huber           
Title:  City Clerk
No. 1131
(Nov. 28, 2022)

LEGAL NOTICE FOR FORECLOSURE SALE 
PUBLIC AUCTION OF REAL ESTATE 

December 16, 2022 – 10:00 A.M. 
Ogle County Sheriff’s Department 

202 S. 1st Street, Oregon, Illinois 61061 

(commonly known as 204 W. 2nd St., Leaf River, IL 61047)
On December 16, 2022, at 10:00 a.m., at the Ogle County Sheriff’s Department, 
202 S. 1st Street, Oregon, Illinois, the Ogle County Sheriff, or his authorized 
deputy, having been designated by the Circuit Court of the Fifteenth Judicial 
Circuit, Ogle County, Illinois as Sale Officer in the case entitled Sterling Federal 
Bank, F.S.B. f/k/a Mt. Morris Savings & Loan Association, Plaintiff, v. Jestin Shane 
Akins and Village of Leaf River, an Illinois Municipal Corporation, Case No. 2015 
CH 59, will sell the following described property at public auction 
to the highest qualified bidder.  LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  Lot 9 in Block 5 in 
the Village of Leaf River, according to the Plat thereof recorded in Book B of 
Plats, page 2, in the Recorder’s Office in Ogle County, Illinois; situated in the 
County of Ogle and State of Illinois. Commonly known as 204 W. 2nd St., Leaf 
River, IL 61047 DESCRIPTION: (Based on Appraisal) 1 story
ranch with partial basement, 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, 1392 sq. ft., deck, porch and 
fence  INSPECTION:  Contact Brad Kolb at Sterling Federal Bank, F.S.B., 110 E. 
4th Street, Sterling, IL 61081, 815.622.3361 to determine if property is available 
for inspection.  TERMS OF SALE:  20% down day of sale, balance due the 
Monday following the sale.  All funds shall be CERTIFIED CHECK payable to 
and delivered to the Ogle County Sheriff.  Sale is subject to taxes for 2022 and 
all subsequent years.  TAXES WILL NOT BE PRORATED.  SALE IS 
“AS IS” If the sale is set aside for any reason, the Purchaser shall be entitled 
to a return of the deposit paid.  The purchaser shall have no rights against the 
Mortgagor, the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.  Any sale is subject to 
court approval.  Any specific restrictions on property or title will be announced 
day of sale.  Announcements day of sale take precedence over any printed 
material. 

ATTORNEYS:  WARD, MURRAY, PACE & JOHNSON, P.C. 
226 W. River Street, P.O. Box 404, Dixon, Illinois 61021

No. 1121
(Nov. 21, 28 and Dec. 5, 2022)

No. 1129 (Nov. 28, 2022)

Not sure
why business 

is slow?

is not just
a saying 

in business.

Advertise today
and let your 

business be in sight 
and in the minds of 

your customers.

ADVERTISER
Please Check 

Your Ads
This newspaper 

shall not be liable 
for failure to 

publish an Action 
Classified
ad or for a 

typographical 
error(s) in 

publication except 
to the extent of the 
cost of the ad for 
the first 2 days’ 

insertions.
So please check 

your advertisement 
each time it 

appears and notify 
our classified 
department 

promptly in case of 
error.

Phone 
562-4171

Read and 
Recycle
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

OGLE COUNTY • OGLE COUNTY • OGLE COUNTY • OGLE COUNTY

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALEMISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

Hack’s Auction & Realty
Service, Inc.

Auctions – Real Estate 
Appraisals

Online Auctions 
Now Available 
Pecatonica, IL
815-239-1436

Hacksauction.com
A&T Auction Services, LLC

Travis Cunningham 
(815) 297-4595

Located in Forreston, IL

Lenny Bryson
Sales Of All Kinds

815-946-4120 

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-874-2257

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW, USED  
SCRATCH & DENT

• Refrigerators • Freezers 
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

11222020

Studio Apt 
in Byron. 

$430+deposit. 
Call 

815-985-7136

101  101  
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.

105  105  
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.”

113  113  
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119  119  
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.”

127  127  
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

Furman’s Lawn Care and 
Tree Work. Fall clean up, 
gutters and more. Fully 
insured. In business 
since 1999. Rochelle and 
surrounding areas. Call 
Jeremy Furman at 815-
761-9619. Please leave a 
message, will return call 
ASAP.

201  201  
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, unless 
licensed or holding a 
permit as a childcare facility, 
may cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed or 
operating under a permit 
issued by the Illinois 
Department of Children 
and Family Services may 
publish advertisements 
of the services for which 
it is specifically licensed 
or issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any parent 
or guardian to verify the 
validity of the license of any 
facility before placing a 
child in it’s care.

301  301  
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.com

ANTIQUES WANTED: I 
pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, I’m 
interested in looking! Call 
815-562-2928 or email 
d i c k h a r m s @ h o t m a i l .
com

307  307  
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
M o n d a y - F r i d a y 
8 1 5 - 5 6 2 - 4 1 7 1 ( 8 A M -
NOON ONLY) Rochelle 
News Leader.  

SPLIT firewood for sale. 
Contact 779-251-0254. 
(12-17-22)

405  405  
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein 
is subject to the 
Federal Fair Housing 
Act, which makes it 
illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are 
available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

501  501  
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

ROCHELLE: Large North 
Side 2-BEDROOM. Free 
heat and water. No Pets. 
815-919-9015. (12-04-
22)

Class-A CDL
Drivers Wanted

$500 Sign on bonus
Earn up to

$33/per hour
Local Trucking 

Company seeking 
full time,

year- round driver to 
haul grain.

815-938-3644
Please

leave message.
09052022

203  203  
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

CAROL’S 
SELF 

STORAGE IN 
OREGON

Reasonable 
Rates

Sizes 10’x24’ & 
6’x10

Call 732-2466

511  511  
STORAGE UNITSSTORAGE UNITS

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALEMISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

SPLIT firewood for sale. 
Contact 779-251-0254. 

Read and 
Recycle

Fully Guided Tours Since 1952

9 Day Tour. 
Includes All Meals,  
All Hotels, and All Activities.

Hike in jungle rainforests, view 
volcanoes, soak in hot springs, cruise 
biological reserves and relax on tropical 
ocean beaches. Join the smart shoppers 
and experienced travelers.

1-800-CARAVAN 
Caravan.com

Costa Rica 
$995

Choose a Guided Tour + tax, fees
Costa Rica 9 days $995
Panama 8 days $995
Guatemala 8 days $995
Mexico 
- Ancient Civ. 9 days $995
- Copper Canyon 8 days $1295
“ Brilliant,  
 Affordable Pricing ” 
 Arthur Frommer,  
 Travel Editor
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dickersonnieman.comhomeshomes Ogle County’s Real Estate Market Leader! 

BYRON
220 W. 3rd St.

OREGON
113 S. 4th St.

(815)234-5133 (815)732-3365

MAYDELL LESSEN
DESIGNATED MANAGING BROKER

(815) 622-4619

BRAD AUKER
(815) 978-0018

DOROTHY BOWERS
(815) 985-3264

SHARON BOWERS
(815) 757-7462

LYRAH AUSTIN-BUSHNELL
(815) 218-0059

TIFFANY CRAVATTA
(815) 988-4388

RANDY CRIDDLE
(815) 871-4004

TERRY CRIDDLE
(815) 871-2006

DANA DAUB
(815) 440-2835

KAYLA HESLOP
(815) 222-9771

SEAN HOSSEINI 
(815) 200-8490

MIKE LONG
(815) 761-4741

CHRIS SNYDER
(815) 494-7857

S. Red Oak Lane, Chana

$18,500 dickersonnieman.com/202004886
STILL TIME TO BUILD YOUR HOME! Large lot with lots of 
trees in Oregon School District. Well and Septic required. No 
restrictions on size of home

SHARON BOWERS
(815) 757-7462

305 S. Seward Street, Winnebago

$128,500 dickersonnieman.com/202205442
CHARMING 2 STORY! In the heart of Winnebago! Beautiful 
hardwood floors, 3 to 4 bedroom, 1.5 bath! Main floor laundry 
room off kitchen could make a great kitchen addition, workshop, or 
whatever you could imagine! New roof & siding within the last year! 
Don’t wait! This one won’t last long!

KAYLA HESLOP
(815) 222-9771

1804 W. Fairview Road, Freeport

$164,900 dickersonnieman.com/202207417
HOME SWEET HOME! 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath home. Updated eat-
in kitchen (2013). Hardwood floors throughout (refinished 2004). 
Both baths have been updated with a jetted tub/shower in 2006. 
Craft Room downstairs. Family Room with beautiful fireplace, patio 
doors lead out to the screened in porch. Park like backyard! Beautiful 
mature pond. This property is a TRUE MUST SEE!

KAYLA HESLOP
(815) 222-9771

LOCAL NEWS
The Giving 
Pump

Throughout the last 3 
months our local Shell 
station has generously 
provided ‘The Giving 
Pump’. This program 
gives a portion of the 
proceeds from pumps 1 
and 2 toward children’s 
programing at the Mount 
Morris Public Library. 
This week our library di-
rector, Mary Cheatwood, 
was gifted a check for 
$442.92 from the Shell 
Station manager, Dawn 
Stevens. We would like 
to express our appreci-
ation to Shell, Dawn, 
and the community for 
supporting  children 
programing at the local 
library! THANK YOU!
Story Time!

Oh Christmas Tree, 
Oh Christmas Tree… 
Bring your little ones 
by for a wonderful story 
time all about CHRIST-
MAS TREES! There will 
be books and crafts this 
Wednesday, 11/30. Story 
time is every Wednesday 
@11:15, bring your little 
ones to enjoy stories 
and a craft at the Mount 
Morris Library! 
Cookbook Club!

Join us as we explore 
The Cookbook Club! 
This delicious club will 
be using two books this 
month! Choose a recipe 
from Taste of Home 
30-Minute Meals or The 
Christmas Cookie Book 
by Judy Knipe and Bar-
bara Marks. Wonderful 
recipes combined with 
friendship creates some-
thing both beautiful and 
delicious! Stop by to 
choose your recipe, then 
bring the dish to pass at 
our next meeting! Join us 
on Tuesday, December 
6th @6pm at The Senior 
Center for another excit-
ing meal!
Christmas  
Decoration  
Exchange

It’s beginning to look 
a lot like the holidays! 
Mt. Morris Library will 
be opening our doors 
and tables to the annual 
exchange of Christmas 
decorations! Donations 
of trinkets, baubles, 
ornaments, tchotchkes, 

knickknacks, etc. will be 
accepted or exchanged 
for new homes. Dona-
tions should be in good 
shape and working order. 
The exchange will start 
on Monday, November 
14 through Monday, 
December 5th.
Card Making at 
the Library

Join us in December 
to make some love-
ly home-made cards 
to send to family and 
friends. We will be of-
fering a card-making 
class from local crafter, 
Liz Gullett. Liz has 
already been working 
with the Oregon Public 
Library and her classes 
are quite the success! 
We want to offer her 
lovely workshops to the 
Mount Morris patrons 
also. She will be here 
on Thursday, December 
8th from 5-7! You will 
get all the materials to 
make two beautiful cards 
to take home. Stop by 
to see the samples, fees 
are by donation. Regis-
tration is limited so call 
the library or stop by to 
save your spot.
Lego Club!

Our next Lego night 
is this Thursday, De-
cember 15th, from 6:00 
– 6:45pm. Bring a friend 
and build some fun with 
Lego bricks! All children 
and parents are invited. 
Children under 8 need to 
bring a parent with them.
Adult Book Club

The November book 
is “Beautiful Ruins, a 
Novel” by Jess Walter.  
Everyone is welcome 
to join this book club 
group! Copies of the 
book are available at 
the library.   This group 
will meet in-person on 
Monday, November 28th 
at the library.  
Display Case 
Showings

Stop in to see our new 
display for November! 
Kim Francis Rose has 
graciously filled our dis-
play cases with a beau-
tiful and diverse doll 
collection. The dolls are 
sure to make you smile 
and bring joy into your 
heart. Stop by to admire 
this treasured collection! 
We are always looking 

for collectors or artists 
who are willing to share 
their treasures in our 
display cases.  If you are 
interested, please call, 
815-734-4927. 
Newspaper 
Available!

We will now be re-
ceiving the Dixon Tele-
graph daily! We receive 
the Ogle County Life, 
Sauk Valley, and Mt. 
Morris Times. If you 
want to keep up with the 
local news-stop on by!
Explore More Il-
linois Welcomes 
The Bistro Verde

Explore More Illinois, 
RAILS’ online cultural 
and recreational pass 
program for Illinois 
libraries, welcomes its 
newest attraction, Bistro 
Verde in Springfield! 
Bistro Verde is the dining 
room and kitchen lab 
space that serves as an 
active classroom for a 
student-run restaurant, 
which is open to the 
public on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Thurs-
days from 11 a.m. to 
1 p.m. during the fall 

and spring semesters. 
Please visit our web-
site or on Facebook for 
up to date menus and 
specials.

Bistro Verde is of-
fering Free Dessert. 
Explore More Illinois 
users can access and 
reserve passes from any 
of our attractions on their 
participating library’s 
website.

Explore More Illi-
nois is easy to use with 
your library card.  Visit 
the library’s website to 
browse attractions.  You 
can find the information 
on our website, www.
mtmorris-il.org under the 
resources page.
Rock River  
Center 

***Update: There will 
be no representative 
at the library for the 
months of October and 
November. Please call 
the Rock River center at 
815-732-3252 to make an 
appointment during this 
time. Thank You. ***

The Rock River Cen-
ter has a representative 
in our library the sec-
ond Thursday of every 

month. Services pro-
vided by Rock River 
Center are designed to 
enable older and dis-
abled persons to remain 
independent, thereby 
avoiding costly long-
term care. No appoint-
ment necessary but, if 
you want to make an 
appointment with the 
Rock River Center you 
may call 815-732-3252.
Adult  
Programming

We are trying to get 
back into the swing of 
offering monthly pro-
grams for adults.  We 
would love to hear from 
you.  Do evenings or 
weekends work better?  
Do you have any program 
ideas?  Do you have a 
program you would like 
to share?  Contact Mary 
Cheatwood at the library 
through email at mmlib@
mtmorris-il.org or call 
815-734-4927.
Curbside Service 
is available!

We want to remind 
everyone that you still 
have the option of having 
your materials delivered 

to your vehicle.  If you 
have holds waiting for 
you, call us to tell us you 
are on your way, and we 
will bring them out to 
your vehicle when you 
arrive.  Call us if you 
need more information.
Additional  
Services Offered

We make  cop ies 
($0.25 per black and 
white page). We fax ($2 
for the first page and 
$0.50 each additional 
page). We can scan a 
document and send it to 
email ($2 per document). 
You can use a computer 
without a library card for 
$1.00. Resume software 
is available on our com-
puters.  Come visit us 
and let us help you!

Monthly board meet-
ings are the third Wednes-
day of the month at 7pm 
at the library unless oth-
erwise noted.  The public 
is welcome to attend.

The Mount Morris 
Public Library is located 
at 105 S. McKendrie Ave. 
Mt. Morris IL 61054 –

 815-734-4927 Fax-
815-734-6035 www.
mtmorris-il.org.

MT. MORRIS PUBLIC LIBRARY

The Mount Morris Public Library held an open house on Sunday, Nov. 20.
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