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ROCHELLE — Den-
nis Swinton of Rochelle 
and Kiwanis Golden K 
has spent the past three 
years heading up a plastic 
bottle cap recycling pro-
gram with youth clubs and 
donors in the community. 
The project has yielded 
six benches.

The endeavor started 
when Swinton was work-
ing with the Rochelle 
Township High School 
Key Club on a service 
project as a surprise for 
its advisor, Danae White. 

“She was going to re-
tire,” Swinton said. “We 
decided to do a service 
project, and I saw online 
where you could collect 
bottle caps and get a 
bench. The kids said, 
‘Hey, let’s make it for 
her.’ She didn’t know we 
were all collecting them. 
The bench is out behind 
the high school on the bike 
path. It’s got a plaque on 
it for her. That’s how we 
got started. And then it 
grew from there.”

The program requires 
200 pounds of donated 
bottle caps to build a 
bench and a cost of $275 
plus about $100 for trans-

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ENGLEWOOD, Fla. 
— A childhood friend 
is fundraising to help a 
Florida newspaper edi-
tor and former Rochelle 
resident recover from the 
devastating damage of 
Hurricane Ian.  

“I’ve known Marcy 
Russell Shortuse most 
of my life,” Amy Chura 
Mosher said. “We grew 
up together in Rochelle, 
both eventually relocat-
ing to Florida. We need 
to support Marcy’s fam-
ily as they repair/rebuild 
their home in Englewood, 
Florida. These funds will 
be used for repair and re-
build and replacing items 
lost in the storm as well 
as anything they might 
need in the meantime like 
groceries, bills, temporary 
housing, etc.”

Marcy, her husband, 
Jason, and their four 
kids who live at home 
– Keagan, Rory, Eirinn 
and Piper – experienced 
severe damage to their 
home and lost most of their 
belongings in Hurricane 
Ian (Sept. 28). 

Their neighborhood 
on the outskirts of En-

Swinton leads bottle caps to benches program
Kiwanis Club works with RTHS Key Club and Builders Clubs

Dennis Swinton of Rochelle and Kiwanis Golden K has spent the past three years heading up a plastic bottle 
cap recycling program with youth clubs and donors in the community. The project has yielded six benches.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

portation costs and more.
Kiwanis sponsors the 

Builders Clubs at Ro-
chelle Middle School and 
at elementary schools in 
Kings and Creston. Swin-
ton decided to ask them if 
they wanted to participate 
in collecting bottle caps 
in exchange for a bench 

at their school. They did, 
and benches followed.

Swinton and company 
then collected caps for 
benches marked in honor 
of the Rochelle Police 
Department and Rochelle 
Fire Department that have 
been installed at Railfan 
Park. 

“Now we’re thinking 
about collecting them to 
get picnic tables made,” 
Swinton said. “I’ll let 
the kids decide and I’ll 
go around and make a 
presentation to each of 
them and ask what they 
want to do. I found out 
yesterday that the middle 

school already has 90 
pounds of caps. We have 
a lot that need to be sorted 
here in our shop. If I get 
90 pounds and what I 
have here, I probably have 
enough for another bench. 
It’s amazing.”

See CAPS page 5

Former resident recovering from hurricane
‘We could see our neighbors’ roof shingles flying off’

Marcy Russell Shortuse, her husband, Jason, and their four kids who live at home – Keagan, Rory, Eirinn and 
Piper – experienced severe damage to their home and lost most of their belongings in Hurricane Ian (Sept. 
28). 

(COURTESY PHOTO)

glewood experienced not 
only hurricane force winds 
of between 150-190 miles 
per hour for almost 12 
hours, but many tornadoes 
as well. 

They are currently liv-
ing in a borrowed RV and a 

travel trailer on their prop-
erty, awaiting word from 
their insurance company 
as to how to proceed. 

It has been five weeks 
since the storm. It is es-
timated that once repairs 
begin, it will be 8-12 

months. In the interim 
they must make mortgage 
and utility payments, it is 
feasible they may have to 
tear down and start over.

On Marcy’s immediate 
to-do list is to find a small 
apartment or house to rent. 

So many homes were 
damaged, rentals don’t 
stay on the market. Mar-
cy also needs to replace 
household necessities, 
clothes, etc.

See IAN page 8
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ROCHELLE — Cur-
rently on display at the 
Flagg-Rochelle Public 
Library is a Native Amer-
ican artifact collection 
owned by Steve O’Con-
nor of Rochelle.

The display will be up 
at the library for the rest 
of November, which is 
National Native Amer-
ican Heritage Month. It 
features artifacts found 
around the region includ-
ing in Wisconsin and the 
suburbs of Illinois. 

O’Connor came to own 
the collection after his late 
father owned it. His father 
was a member of the Fox 
Valley Rocks & Minerals 
Society and received the 
artifacts from lifelong 
collector August Mier. 

“My son and I frequent 
the library and represen-
tatives from the library 
mentioned that it was 
Native American Heritage 
Month,” O’Connor said. 

“I told them about what I 
had. I’m also on the board 
of the Flagg Township 
Museum and they have a 
display of their own there. 
Most people are not aware 
of August Mier and how 
rare this stuff is.”

O’Connor believes it’s 
important for residents, 
especially students, to 
see historical artifacts 
like his. Most of the areas 
they originated from have 
been developed and are 
now cities like Naperville, 
Batavia and St. Charles. 

“Here’s a chance to see 
something,” O’Connor 
said. “These are from 
areas that are long gone. 
Almost all of the farmland 
that a lot of this came from 
is gone.”

A lot can be learned 
from viewing and learn-
ing information about the 
artifacts, O’Connor said. 
He thinks the collection 
speaks to the intelligence 
of the earlier civilization.

“They found out which 
plants were medicinally 

Native American artifact on display at library
O’Connor: ‘There’s always stuff about our local history that I really enjoy’

Currently on display at the Flagg-Rochelle Public Library is a Native American artifact collection owned by Steve O’Connor of Rochelle.The display will be up for the 
rest of November, which is National Native American Heritage Month. It features artifacts found around the region including in Wisconsin and the suburbs of Illinois. 

(PHOTOS BY JEFF HELFRICH)

good and which were dan-
gerous,” O’Connor said. 
“It must’ve been centuries 
of trial and error and they 
handed that information 

down. They were trading a 
lot. Things from the upper 
peninsula have been found 
throughout the Midwest. 
They understood safety 

and survival. They’d stay 
on the east side of rivers 
and bodies of water. That 
was because of prairie 
fires. They wanted to get 

a natural barrier between 
them and the fire. They 
followed the buffalo”. 

See LIBRARY page 9
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• Secure Entry System
• Community room with kitchen
• Activities
• On-site coin operated laundry
• On-site management office
• Dependable 24/7 maintenance service
• On-site parking for residents

For more information, please call 815-562-1404
Full time Social Service Coordinator is available to assist residents

615 N. Lincoln Hwy.
Rochelle, IL 61068
TTY 847-390-1460

Rent based
on 30% of a 

Resident’s Adjusted 
Gross Income

M A N A G E D  B Y:

w w w. L S S I . o r g

Owned and operated by Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI) offering 
apartment living for older adults in Rochelle and the surrounding communities.

0101201701132019

Lincoln ManorAPARTMENT AVAILABLE

The 2023 From The Heart Cash Calendars 
are NOW AVAILABLE!!

The proceeds of the sale of the  calendars 
benefit our From The Heart recipients: 

Pegasus Special Riders, Rochelle Christian 
Food Pantry, HOPE, Focus House, Shining Star 

Children’s Advocacy 
Center, CASA, Rochelle Area 

Community Foundation, Hub City 
Senior Center & Rochelle Rotary.

OUR CHARITIES 
NEED OUR 
SUPPORT 

NOW MORE 
THAN EVER!

YES! Send me my 2023 From The Heart Cash Calendar!  
(Please Print) 

    NAME: ______________________________________________ 
   ADDRESS: ___________________________________________
   CITY, STATE, ZIP:  ____________________________________
   PHONE:  _____________________________________________
   NUMBER OF CALENDARS: _________________________
 Clip and mail this form along with $23 

($20 per calendar plus $3 per calendar postage) to: 
 Rotary Calendar, PO BOX 372, Rochelle, IL 61068

For Just $20 you have a chance to be one of
365 DAILY WINNERS TOTAL CASH PRIZES $18,250

PLUS Each Calendar Has VALUABLE LOCAL COUPONS

Here are 3 Ways to Purchase Your 
2023 From The Heart Cash Calendar!

• ONLINE: Go to http://fromtheheartrochelle.org and click on 
CASH CALENDARS. Once the calendar is purchased we will mail it out to 
you! Shipping and processing fees will be added to cost.

• IN PERSON: You can pick up a 2023 From The Heart Cash 
Calendar TODAY at the following locations:
     In Rochelle at: First State Bank, Stillman Bank, HOPE Chest, 
Dimond Bros. Insurance and Hub City Senior Center 
     In Oregon at: Merlin’s 
     In Dixon at: Shining Star 
    
• • BY MAIL: Fill out the form below and send it in to us and we will mail a 
2023 From The Heart Cash Calendar to you! 
Shipping fees are added to cost.

ROCHELLE – The 
Rochelle Area Commu-
nity Foundation (RACF) 
has partnered with Li-
quor ‘n’ Wine, located at 
1140 N. 7th St., on a new 
and creative way to give 
back to the community. 

Customers can round 
their change up to the 
next dollar in support of 
the RACF Endowment 
Fund. The process is 
simple. Shop at Liquor 
‘n’ Wine and when you 
check out, just tell the 
cashier you would like 
to round up to the next 
dollar in support of the 
Rochelle Area Commu-
nity Foundation. Your 
change will go into a 
fund that is tallied every 
month and donated to 

RACF. So far almost 
$300 has been collected! 

Manish Patel, owner 
of Liquor ‘n’ Wine, said 
“I appreciate the Ro-
chelle community and we 
are always looking for a 
way to show our gratitude 
and support. The Ro-
chelle Area Community 
Foundation Endowment 
gives back to many lo-
cal nonprofits through 
their Community Need 
Grants. This made for 
a natural collaboration 
between us.” 

Emily Anaya, RACF 
executive director, stat-
ed, “We are privileged 
to work with businesses 
such as Liquor ‘n’ Wine. 
They see the need in our 
community and offer 

unique ways for people to 
give. It’s an opportunity 
for all of us to support the 
community in a way that 
is simple and easy just by 
rounding up your change. 
Every donation is signif-
icant, no matter how big 
or small. When put all 
together small change 
can have a huge impact. 
I hope many of you will 
shop at Liquor ‘n’ Wine 
for your upcoming holi-
day gatherings and make 
sure you round up!” 

If you or your business 
are interested in finding 
unique ways of support-
ing RACF, similar to 
that of Liquor ‘n’ Wine, 
please call 815-561-3600 
or email at director@
rochellefoundation.org.

Round up to support the 
RACF at Liquor ‘n’ Wine

The Rochelle Area Community Foundation has partnered with Liquor ‘n’ Wine, 
located at 1140 N. 7th St., on a creative way to give back to the community. 

(COURTESY PHOTO)

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Ro-
chelle Police Department 
Dispatcher Candice Jack-
son has been with the 
department for one year 
and works overnight shifts.

Jackson’s responsibili-
ties in her position include 
answering non-emergency 
calls and 911 calls and 
dispatching the proper 
responders from RPD, the 
Rochelle Fire Department 
and the Ogle-Lee Fire Pro-
tection District. She has a 
bachelor’s degree in law 
enforcement and justice 
administration from West-
ern Illinois University.

“I got into the profession 
because I’ve always had a 
passion for helping oth-
ers,” Jackson said. “What 
I enjoy most is that I get to 
help others at a time when 
it matters the most.”

When she’s not at work, 
Jackson enjoys spending 

Jackson entering second year 
with Rochelle Police Department

Rochelle Police Department Dispatcher Candice 
Jackson has been with the department for one year 
and works overnight shifts.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

her free time with friends, 
family, her dog and going 
to sporting events and 
concerts.

Jackson sang the praises 
of her coworkers when 
asked about what she’d like 

the community to know 
about the department.

“Everyone at RPD goes 
above and beyond to help 
our community members 
in their time of need,” 
Jackson said. 

MALTA — Kishwau-
kee College was awarded 
the Certificate of Achieve-
ment for Excellence in 
Financial Reporting by 
the Government Finance 
Officers Association of the 
United States and Canada 
(GFOA) for the college’s 
comprehensive financial 
report for the fiscal year 
2021.

The achievement is the 
highest form of recognition 
in the area of governmental 
accounting and financial 
reporting, and its attainment 
represents a significant 
accomplishment by Kish-
waukee College and its 
management, according 
to GFOA. Jill Hansen, 
Kishwaukee College chief 
financial officer, and the 
Kishwaukee College Busi-

ness Office were cited for 
their work compiling the 
Annual Comprehensive 
Financial Report (ACFR). 
Each year, Kish submits its 
ACFR to GFOA for review 
and evaluation by an impar-
tial panel to meet the high 
standards of the program, 
which includes demonstrat-
ing a constructive “spirit of 
full disclosure” to clearly 
communicate Kish’s fi-
nancial story and motivate 
potential users and user 
groups to read the report.

“The ACFR allows the 
public to assess the eco-
nomic condition of Kish-
waukee College with full 
transparency because the 
report goes well beyond 
minimum financial report-
ing requirements,” Hansen 
said.

Kish has earned the 
Certificate of Achievement 
for Excellence in Financial 
Reporting every year since 
first submitting an ACFR 
in 2012.

“This recognition show-
cases the fiscal stability and 
transparency Kishwaukee 
College offers to the com-
munity it serves,” said 
Bob Johnson, Kishwaukee 
College Board chair. “The 
efforts of Jill Hansen and 
our business office are ex-
ceptional and greatly appre-
ciated by college leadership 
and our constituents.”

GFOA provides best 
practices, professional 
development, resources 
and practical research for 
more than 21,000 members 
working in federal, state and 
local finances.

Kishwaukee College recognized for 
excellence in financial reporting

MALTA — The Kish-
waukee College Board of 
Trustees voted to certify 
the college’s 2022 tax levy 
at its November meeting 
at a level that will continue 
a 10-year trend of lower 
Kishwaukee College real 
estate tax rates for residents 
and businesses within the 
Kishwaukee College dis-
trict, which encompasses 
parts of DeKalb, Ogle, Lee, 
Boone, Kane, Winnebago 
and La Salle counties. 
Kish’s share of a typical 
district real estate tax bill 
is approximately 7 percent, 
depending on the tax rates 
of other local taxing bodies.

“As stewards of Kish-

waukee College, the board 
and college leadership 
will always look to make 
responsible financial deci-
sions to benefit our students 
and our constituents,” Bob 
Johnson, board chair, said. 
“This year’s tax levy is an-
other example of the strong 
health of our institution.”

Several factors benefit-
ted this year’s levy decision, 
including higher student 
enrollment, federal Higher 
Education Emergency Re-
lief Fund (HEERF) dollars, 
which assisted the college 
in keeping costs affordable 
for students through a 
challenging period deal-
ing with the COVID-19 

pandemic, and a growing 
district equalized assessed 
valuation (EAV) as a result 
of increased construction, 
particularly on the south 
side of DeKalb. For the first 
time in 11 years, Kishwau-
kee College saw an increase 
in enrollment for the fall 
2022 semester.

The Kish board contin-
ues to seek opportunities to 
improve the financial health 
of the College while ben-
efitting both students and 
taxpayers. The college has 
not increased tuition rates in 
three years and helped save 
taxpayers approximately 
$14 million in bond refi-
nancing in 2020.

Economic growth leads to reduced 
tax levy for Kishwaukee College
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Diana Alanis, MD Melissa Inman
Nurse Practitioner
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Rochelle IL
We Accept Most Insurances 

and
Patients Without Insurance

 Monday 7:30-6:00pm,  Tuesday 1:30-7:30, Wednesday 7:30-6:00, Thursday 8:00-7:30,  
Friday 7:30-4:00, and some Saturdays 8:00-12:00

CARING FOR  
YOUR FAMILY’S HEALTH

Medical Care For Your 
Whole Family
• Infants to Adults 
• Acute Care Visits

• Chronic Disease Management
• Wellness Visits

Accepting 

New  
Patients!

Starting 

date of 

May 4th...

Obituaries

Leon (Lee) Elliot 
Molway Jr.

PAW PAW — Chris-
tian Robert Mittan, 50, 
of Mendota, passed away 
Tuesday, Nov. 22, 2022, 
at his home. He was born 
Jan. 25, 1972, in Monroe, 
Wisconsin, the son of 
Robert and Nancy (Voss) 
Mittan.

Christian was a 1990 
graduate of Rochelle 
Township High School. 
He worked for Starved 
Rock Wood Products in 
Mendota.

Christian is survived 
by his mother, Nancy 
Mittan of Steward; a son, 

Chaz Evans of Tennes-
see; his spiritual wife, 
Carrie Beck, of Mendota 
and her children, Ariel, 
Dylan, Brent, and Jesse 
along with several of her 
grandchildren.

Christian is preceded 
in death by his father, 
Robert Mittan.

Visitation will be from 
9-10 a.m. Saturday, Nov. 
26, 2022, at the Torman 
Funeral Home, 510 Flagg 
St., Paw Paw. A graveside 
service will follow the 
visitation at Wyoming 
Township Cemetery in 

Paw Paw with Pastor Ken 
Foster officiating. Memo-
rials may be directed to 
the Adoption Center of 
Illinois. 

Please visit www.Tor-
manFuneralHome.com 
to sign the online guest 
book.

W O O D S T O C K , 
G.A. — Leon (Lee) El-
liot Molway, Jr., 73, died 
at home on Nov. 9 after a 
short battle with cancer. 

He was born on Sept. 
25, 1949 in Boston, 
Massachusetts as the 
oldest of five children 
of Leon Elliot Molway, 
Sr. and Juanita (Gilbert) 
Molway. A resident of 
Woodstock, Georgia, 
he retired from a career 
in IT at Baxter Health-
care in 2008. He grew 
up in Palatine, Illinois 
and previously lived in 
Rochelle, Lake Zurich, 
and Fox Lake, Illinois 
prior to moving to Wood-
stock. He was very active 
in the Cherokee Senior 

Softball Association as 
a player, coach, manager, 
and board member. 

Survivors include his 
wife of 50 years, Joella 
(Doyle) Molway, his sons 
Scott and Angela (Olsen) 
and James and Meghan 
(Devlin) Molway. He is 
also survived by seven 
grandchildren Elliot, 
Evin, Ethan, Hunter, 
Blake, Emmy and Ca-
leb Molway, and three 
sisters, Sheryl Holden, 
Bebe Molway and Carol 
Seaman, and many nieces 
and nephews. He was pre-
deceased by his parents, 
daughter, Jennifer Leigh 
Molway, and his brother, 
William Molway.   

Services were held at 

Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church in Woodstock, 
Georgia 30189 on Nov. 
15. He was cremated. In 
lieu of flowers, memorial 
contributions may be 
made to the Cherokee 
Senior Softball Asso-
ciation at 3950 Cobb 
Parkway NW Acworth, 
GA 30101 or Good Shep-
herd Lutheran Church at 
1208 Rose Creek Drive, 
Woodstock, GA 30189.

ROCHELLE — Eliza-
beth Pauley, 34 of Pinellas 
Park Florida, passed away 
peacefully at Northside 
Hospital in Pinellas Park 
on Thursday, Nov. 17, the 
Catholic feast of St. Eliz-
abeth with her close friend 
Alan Brooks by her side. 
She lost her battle with 
substance abuse. 

Elizabeth was born 
Sept. 19, 1988, in Aurora, 
to Ann and William Pau-
ley. She attended Our Lady 
of Good Council school, 
Aurora Central Catholic, 
and West Aurora High 
School.   

In addition to her Mother 
and Father. She is survived 

by her son Preston Borris, 
her sister Emily Pauley 
(Tim Miller), Brothers 
Andrew and Adam Pauley, 
God parents Peter Bertrang 
and Jane Johnson,  Many 
aunts,  uncles,  cousins, 
and friends including close 
friend Alan Brooks who 
was able to be with her 
during her final hours.  

She is preceded in death 
by her maternal grandpar-
ents’ Raymond and Marion 
Bertrang,  paternal grand-
parents Faye and William 
Pauley.  

No services will be held 
in Florida, A celebration 
of  Elizabeth’s life will be 
held In her honor in 2023 

in Illinois.
In lieu of flowers, in her 

memory, an educational 
fund for her son Preston  
has been established at the 
Stillman Bank P.O. Box 
300 Rochelle, IL 61068)  
Attention Preston Borris. 

We will always love her 
and cherish the memories 
we have of her, May she 
rest in eternal peace.  

Elizabeth Pauley

Christian Robert Mittan

Ogle County Sheriff’s Report

Deputies respond to accidents
OGLE COUNTY 

— On Nov. 21 at 5:18 
p.m., Ogle County Sher-
iff’s Deputies along with 
Oregon EMS responded to 
the area of 4000 East Pine 
Rock Road for the report 
of a one vehicle crash with 
injuries. After an investi-
gation, it was determined 
that a Chevrolet Silverado, 
driven by a 16-year-old 
male juvenile of Chana, 
lost control traveling south 
around the curve in the 
4000 block of East Pine 
Rock Road. 

The Chevrolet entered 
the east ditch, and rolled 
back onto the roadway. 
The 16-year-old male ju-
venile driver was checked 
by Oregon EMS, and 
refused treatment with 
a parent present. A 14-
year old-male juvenile 
passenger, also of Chana, 
was transported to KSB 
Hospital by Oregon EMS 
for non-life threatening in-
juries. The crash remains 
under investigation.

On Nov 21 at approxi-
mately 9 a.m., Ogle Coun-
ty Deputies conducted a 
traffic stop in the 6600 
block of North Route 2.  
After an investigation, 
Christian Bejna, age 30 of 
Oregon was arrested for 
driving with a suspended 
license. Bejna was given 
an I-bond for driving on a 
suspended license, and a 
verbal warning for oper-
ating an electronic device. 

The vehicle was removed 
from the location by Niel-
son towing. All parties are 
presumed innocent until 
proven guilty.

On Nov. 22 at 5:21 
a.m., Deputies responded 
to the 20,000 block of 
East Illinois Route 38 in 
reference to two separate 
accidents.  Upon arrival, 
Deputies learned a black 
Infinity G35, driven by 
Giovanni Serrano, age 21 
of Rochelle, was traveling 
westbound on Route 38 
when he began to spin out 
of control before traveling 
off the north side of the 
roadway.  The vehicle then 
overturned several times 
before coming to rest 
on its side in a cornfield.  
Serrano was transported 
to Rochelle Community 
Hospital by Rochelle 
EMS and later flown to 
St. Anthony’s Hospital for 
serious injuries.  

Serrano was issued a 
citation for Improper Lane 
Usage.  This accident re-
mains under investigation.  
Deputies also learned of 
a second accident, which 
had occurred at the same 
location.  A gray Subaru 
SUV, driven by Damien 
Blake, age 30 of Rockford, 
was traveling westbound 
on Route 38 when it struck 
debris in the roadway from 
Serrano’s vehicle.  

Blake then lost control 
of the vehicle and traveled 
off the south side of the 
roadway before coming 
to rest in a cornfield.  A 
passenger in the vehicle, 
Anton Baker, age 36 of 
Rockford, sustained mi-
nor injuries and was later 
transported to Rochelle 
Community Hospital by 
Rochelle EMS.  Creston 
Fire/EMS also assisted 
with both accidents.       

On Nov. 22 at approx-
imately 2:15 p.m., Depu-
ties responded to Illinois 
Route 251 and Big Mound 
Road in reference to a two 
vehicle accident with in-
juries.  After investigation 
Deputies  learned learned 
that a maroon Hyundai 
passenger car, driven by 
19-year-old Tyree Sim-
mons of Rochelle, was 
traveling northbound on 
Route 251 and had stopped 

at the Big Mound inter-
section and was waiting 
to turn.  A white Chrysler 
passenger car, driven by 
Jeremiah Gerard, age 25 of 
Rockford, was also travel-
ing northbound on Route 
251 and struck the rear 
of the Hyundai.  Gerard 
was issued a citation for 
failure to reduce speed to 
avoid an accident.  Gerard 
was transported to Mercy 
Hospital by New Mulford 
Ambulance for a minor 
injury.  A minor in the 
Hyundai was transported 
to Rochelle Hospital for 
minor injuries by Lynn 
Scott Rock ambulance. 

On Nov. 22 at 12:06 
p.m. the Ogle County 
Sheriff’s Office was ad-
vised of a vehicle pursuit 
southbound on Illinois 
Route 26 from Freeport. 
The pursuit involved the 
Stephenson County Sher-
iff’s Office and a white 
Mazda MX5. The pursuit 
continued south on Route 
26 and then continued 
south on Freeport Road.  In 
the area of Freeport Road 
and Milledgeville Road 
an Ogle County Deputy 
deployed stops stick in an 
effort to flatten the fleeing 
vehicle’s tires and end the 
pursuit.  

As the driver of the flee-
ing vehicle approached 
the Deputy he veered left 
in an attempt to strike the 
Deputy, who was on the 
shoulder of the opposite 
lane of traffic.  The Deputy 
was able to move out of the 
way of the fleeing vehicle.  

A collision between 
the fleeing vehicle and a 
Stephenson County Sher-
iff’s Office occurred after 
the fleeing vehicle entered 
the roadway. The driver of 
the fleeing vehicle, Brian 
Taylor 49 of Massillon, 
Ohio was taken into cus-
tody by the Ogle County 
Sheriff’s Office. 

Taylor was charged 
with Attempted First De-
gree Murder and is cur-
rently being held at the 
Ogle County Jail. The 
Ogle County Sheriff’s 
Office completed the 
crash investigation and 
additional charges are 
pending in both Ogle and 
Stephenson County. 

Rochelle Police Report

Officers issue citations
ROCHELLE — On 

Nov. 21, Rochelle Police 
cited Brayan Orozco-Ra-
mos, 21, Rochelle, for 
improper lane usage. 
Orozco-Ramos posted an 
promise to comply and a 
court date is set for Jan. 
27, 2023.

On Nov. 21, Rochelle 
Police cited Edlaus L. 
New, 52, New York, for 
operating an uninsured 
motor vehicle. New post-
ed an I-bond and a court 
date is set for Jan. 27, 
2023.

On Nov. 22, Rochelle 
Police cited Jamarionna B. 
Bryant, 18, Rochelle, for 
no valid driver’s license. 
Bryant posted a promise to 
comply and a court date is 
set for Jan. 27, 2023.

On Nov. 23, Rochelle 
Police cited Terry D. 
Smith, 48, Ashton, for 
failed to reduce speed/
accident. Smith posted a 
promise to comply and a 
court date is set for Jan. 
27, 2023.

On Nov. 24, Rochelle 
Police cited Ramo Rue-
das-Hernandez, 51, Ro-
chelle, for disregarding 
traffic control device. 
Ruedas-Hernandez posted 
a promise to comply and 
a court date is set for Jan. 
27, 2023.

On Nov. 24, Rochelle 
Police cited Michael J. 
Schiller Jr., 26, South 
Beloit, for speeding and 
possession of adult can-
nabis. Schiller posted an 
I-bond and a court date is 

set for Jan. 27, 2023.
On Nov. 24, Rochelle 

Police cited Natasha M. 
Locklin, 27, Crystal Lake, 
for possession of adult 
cannabis. Locklin posted 
an I-bond and a court date 
is set for Jan. 27, 2023.

On Nov. 24, Rochelle 
Police cited Cole A. Bur-
khart, 29, Steward, for 
failure to report accident 
to police. Burkhart posted 
an I-bond and a court date 
is set for Jan. 27, 2023.
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Ashton Bible Church, corner of Main and Paddock 
in Ashton. Pastor Farrel Stauffer, church phone is 
(815)453-2190, church website www.ashtonbible.
org0. Sunday School for all ages 9:00-10:00am, 
Morning Worship 10:15am, Wednesday Prayer 
Meeting/Bible Study 6:30-8:00pm.

The Bridge Church, Pastor Greg Duncan, 11038 
E. IL Route 38, Rochelle, IL 61068. Phone: 815-
562-7750. Sunday School: 9:00 am; Sunday Service: 
10:00 am; Nursery & Children’s ministry during 
am service; Bible Study Tuesday 10:00 am and 
Wednesday 7:00 pm.  Web: thebridgechurchrochelle.
com Email: thebridgechurchrochelle@gmail.com

Calvary Lighthouse Church, Assemblies of 
God, Senior Pastor, Dr. James Horvath. 14409 
Hemstock Rd., Rochelle. Sunday Morning: 
Sunday Worship & Children’s Church 10:00 A.M., 
Wednesday Evening  7:00 P.M. – Adult Teaching, 
Missionettes & Royal Rangers Childrens Classes, 
Nursery available for all services. HE-Brews Cafe 
is open before and after services. For further 
information, please call the CLC office at 815-562-
7701, or email us at staff@calvarylighthouse.com

Calvary Lutheran Church, LCMC -  “To Know 
Christ and to Proclaim Christ in Word and Deed” 
-19 Perry Road, Lee, IL 60530 (the intersection of 
Perry Road and W. County Line Road). Rev. Martha 
Uecker Nelson, Pastor. Coffee Hour starts at 9:00 
a.m., Sunday School, Confirmation, and Adult 
Bible Study are at 9:15 a.m. Worship is at 10:30 
a.m. and is broadcast live on Facebook. Go to our 
website is at www.Calvarychurchlee.org and click 
on the link there. A Grief Support Group meets 
the third Tuesday of each month at 10:00 a.m. Call 
or text (815) 824-2825 or email CalvaryLeeIL@
gmail.com with questions or for more information. 
Also check us out at www.facebook.com/Calvary-
Lutheran-Church.

Rochelle Church of Christ, Keeping Christ at 
the center in the Hub City. We meet Sundays at 
9:00am for Bible Study and 10:00am for worship. 
We also have a Wednesday Bible Study at 7:00pm. 
206 Erickson Rd, Rochelle, IL 61068. You can 
call us at (815) 562-6572 or visit us on the web at 
rochellechurch.com. We also have a radio program 
Sundays just after 8am on WRHL 1060AM. 
Minister Dominic Venuso.

Creston United Methodist Church and Steward 
United Methodist Church - Rev. Ilhan You, 
Creston: 126 West South Street, P.O. Box 209, 
Creston, Illinois 60113. Sunday morning worship 
9:00am. Coffee fellowship at 10:15am. Steward: 
507 Main Street, P.O. Box 80, Steward, IL 60553. 
Adult Sunday School, 10:00am. Sunday morning 
worship and Children’s Sunday School 11:00am. 
Contact the church office at 847-730-4370 for 
more information. facebook.comcrestonumcil 
faccebook.com/stewardilumc

Elim Reformed Church, 140 S. Church Road, 
Kings, IL 61068. Phone: 815-562-6811. Email 
goelimchurch@gmail.com Website www.
goelimchurch.org Sunday Morning Worship 10:00 
Rev. Marv Jacobs

Faith Lutheran Church –  (14206 E. Flagg Rd.) – 
“Making Christ Known Through Lives of Faith.” In-
person worship is available each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. 
or online at “Faith Lutheran Social” on YouTube. 
Worship resources are also available on our Facebook 
page - ‘Faith Lutheran Church ELCA.’ You may also 
e-mail Pastor Joy Alsop at Pastor@faithlcrochelle.org 
for more information. All are welcome to join us!

First Baptist Church of Rochelle, First Baptist 
Church of Rochelle invites you to experience 
our practical Bible services which have nurseries 
provided in every service along with a wide range 
of children’s and teen ministries.  Sunday School 
is at 9:30 am with regular church services at 10:30 
am and 6:00 pm.  Wednesday Family Night starts 
at 6:30 pm with AWANA for the 5 yr. olds thru 
6th grade.  The Omega Teen Ministry also starts at 
6:30 pm for 7th – 12th grades and the Adult Bible 
Study at 7:00 pm.  First Baptist Church is located 6 
blocks west of Hwy 251 at the corner of Woolf Ct. 
and 8th Ave. in Rochelle.  Call 562-4168 for more 
information .  Listen at 11:00 am Sunday mornings 
on WRHL 1060 AM for the Sunday morning “Bible 
Message.” www.firstbaptistrochelle.org

First General Baptist Church, 500 S. 12th 
St, Rochelle.   Phone: 815-562-5221. Email: 
fgbcrochelle@gmail.com.Website: www.
fgbcrochelle.org. Facebook: www.facebook.com/
fgbcrochelle.Pastor:   Rev. Angelo Bonacquisti. 
Sunday worship services: 8:30 am, 11:15 am 
and 6:00 pm.  Sunday school:  10:00 am. We’d be 
honored to have you join us as we worship JESUS 
and continue to grow in truth and love for God 
and each other.  A nursery, children’s church, youth 
group and small groups are available.  If you need 
a ride please contact our church bus driver, John, 
at (815) 262-4275 by 8:30 am on Sunday. “For if 
you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and 
believe in your heart that God raised him from the 
dead, you will be saved.” Romans 10:9

First Presbyterian Church – An Amazing Place 
for Amazing Grace- Rev. Doug Forsberg, Senior 
Pastor. 1100 Calvin Road, Rochelle.  Email: info@
placeforgrace.com.  Sunday morning worship 
9:00am & 11:00am. In person or streamed 
online. On our Website and Facebook Live.  
www.placeforgrace.com / www.facebook.com/
placeforgrace

Grace Fellowship Church  — Pastor Jeff Ardissone, 
2128 Il Route 38, Ashton, 815-453-7464. Sunday 
School 8:30 a.m. Sunday Worship Service 9:45 a.m. 
www.graceisforyou.com

Harvest Baptist Church 241 Scott Ave. (Hillcrest). 
Rev. Duane Boehm, pastor. Email duane712@
hotmail.com, cell 815-757-3427. Visit us on 
Facebook! Service times: Sunday morning worship 
with Children’s Church at 10 am. Wednesday night 
worship at 7 pm. 

Immanuel Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 
16060 E. Lindenwood Road, Lindenwood, IL 61049. 
Rev. Dr. Matthew Rosebrock. Church Phone 393-
4500. Church Worship 9:00 a.m. Sunday School 
Christian Education Hour at 10:30   a.m.

Living Water Community Church  405 N. Main St, 
Downtown Rochelle. Phone 815-561-6249, Website: 
www.lwccr.com, Like us on Facebook. We are Non-
Denominational, Christ Centered, Casual dress, Christ 
Centered Live Band Worship. Chris Bender- Teaching 
Pastor, Brent Braski- Administrative Pastor, Adrian 
Daugherty- Lead Worshipper, Joe Mortimer- Youth 
Director, Amanda Barnes- Office Manager. Sunday 
Worship Service- 10:00am. Nursery/Toddlers Ages 
0-5 available during the service in the Splash building. 
Swim- Grades 1st-5th worship with the adults then 
break out for age appropriate teaching. Youth groups, 
Small groups, Life Groups and Workshops meet 
throughout the year for Bible teaching. 7C’s Mission- 
serves the community physically & spiritually each 
month from 1135 Lincoln Hwy, providing lightly used 
clothing, Hygiene items, a light lunch and Elder Prayer 
open the second Saturday from 10am-2pm and the 4th 
Thursday from 4pm to 7:00pm and by appointment..  

  

New Hope Fellowship (Church of God - 
Anderson, IN), 1501 10th Ave., Rochelle, IL 61068. 
Service: Sunday at 9 a.m. 10:30 a.m., (815)561-
8400, www.NHFchurch.net Pastor: Dan Sergeant 
and Pastor Nick Tornabene.  (Classes for children 
through age fifth grade during service.)

Primitive Baptist Church, services 3’d Sunday 
each month, at 10:30 a.m. and I p.m., in the meeting 
room of the Holiday Inn Express, 1240 N. Dement 
Road, Rochelle, Ill. Elder Robbie Webb, and other 
ministers preaching. Lunch and fellowship time 
between services. Contact Elder Rob Webb, 312-
809-0871, or Elder Robert Webb, 217-357-3723, 
or email bwebb9@juno.com for more information. 
Services sponsored by the Carthage Primitive 
Baptist Church for convenience of members 
and friends in northern Illinois and southern 
Wisconsin. Visitors are welcome. 

Rochelle United Methodist Church, Rochelle 
United Methodist Church invites everyone to 
come and look for the angels with us this Advent 
and Christmas season. There are angels among us 
that may not meet the eye; There are messages of 
hope coming from a choir on high; But don’t just 
look up; for the way God works is to plant more 
[hope] right here on earth just like it was with 
Jesus birth. There are angels among us… (Chuck 
Bell). You are invited to come and hear with us the 
messages of advent that so often come with the 
words of angels saying, “Do not be afraid.”  Sunday 
worship is at 9:00 am with Sunday School for 
children after the Children’s Message.  Recorded 
services are available on our YouTube channel 
and our website at www.rochelleumc.com.  Our 
services are on the radio (93.5 FM) on Sunday 
mornings at 9:00 am.  Our Facebook page is www.
facebook.com/rochelleumc.  Our Wednesday Bible 
Study is studying, “The Angels of Christmas,” by 
Susan Robb beginning on Wednesday, November 
30 at 6:00 pm. As always here, everyone is welcome!  
Rev. Dr. Katherine Thomas Paisley, Pastor. 709 
Fourth Ave. (815) 562-2164. admin@rochelleumc.
com. Everyone is welcome and loved!

St. Patrick Catholic Church Rev. Jesus Dominguez; 
Deacon Fermin Garcia; Deacon George Schramm; 
244 Kelley Dr. (Corner of Kelley & Caron Rd.), PO 
Box 329, Rochelle, IL 61068. Office Hours: 9:00 AM- 
4PM Monday-Thursday, Phone: 815-562-2370. 
Mass times: 8:00 AM Monday-Thursday, Saturday 
Vigil Mass 5:00 PM English, 7PM Spanish, Sunday 
Mass 7:30 AM, 9:00 AM in English and 11:00 AM in 
Spanish. Confessions: Monday 8:30AM & 6:30PM, 
Tuesday 8:30AM, Saturday 8:30am & 4:00-4:45 PM 
Or by appointment. Religious Education: Deacon 
George Schramm, Director of Religious Education. 
903 Caron Road, Rochelle, IL 61068, 815-561-0079 
Website: stpatricksrochelle.com 
Email: stpatrick-rochelle@rockforddiocese.org 
Facebook.com/StPatrickRochelle

St. Paul Lutheran Church “Building Relationships 
in Christ, Now and Forever!” Pastor-Rev. Greg 
Hoffmann, Steven Hall, Principal, Parish Nurse-
Marcia Schnorr. 1415 Tenth Ave., Rochelle. 
Church Office-562-2744. Worship times: 6:00 p.m. 
Saturday, 9:00 a.m. Sunday. Our service is broadcast 
over WRHL 1060AM at 10:00 a.m. Sunday. Sunday 
School 10:15-11:15 a.m.  Call 562-6323 for more 
information about the school.

CHURCH DIRECTORY

From page 1

Swinton said the project 
had grown into more than 
what he originally expect-
ed. At his home on School 
Avenue, he leaves a place 
outside for residents to 
donate bottle caps.

“A little old lady comes 
by at least once a week 
and drops a bag off in my 
driveway,” Swinton said. 
“A couple of our Kiwanis 
members are at Liberty 
Village and they take buck-
ets out there and collect 
throughout the facility. 
People all over help out. 
It’s unbelievable.”

Swinton called seeing 
the community’s support 
of the project “awesome.” 
When money was needed 

to pay for the cash portion 
of the benches, he went 
to Mayor John Bearrows 
to ask if he knew anyone 
who may be interested in 
helping. That same day, 
Bearrows secured a $1,500 
donation from Rochelle 
Disposal’s employees 
and the city matched that 
amount.

“That paid for the six 
benches we’ve done,” 
Swinton said. “It’s been 
awesome.”

Students at the grade 
schools collect the caps and 
bring them in bags. And 
then members of the RTHS 
Key Club sort them and fill 
a bag and weigh them and 
tag it and get it ready. 

So far, 1,200 pounds of 
bottle caps have been made 

into benches. The sorting 
process can be very time 
consuming, Swinton said.

Swinton believes the 
“well-built” benches will 
last forever. He can see the 
one that was placed at RMS 
from his home. 

“People actually use it,” 
Swinton said. “I look over 
there once every while and 
there’s a couple kids sitting 
there waiting for their par-
ents to pick them up on that 
corner. It’s a good feeling 
to say, ‘Hey, look. They’re 
using it.’ It’s not just sitting 
there doing nothing. The 
ones at the rail park get a lot 
of use. I saw a guy there sit-
ting on one of them playing 
music. They’re being used. 
And for good things. It’s a 
neat deal.”

CAPS: Swinton details history of Kiwanis Club program

Dennis Swinton said the project had grown into more than what he originally 
expected. At his home on School Avenue, he leaves a place outside for residents 
to donate bottle caps.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
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Guest column

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages responsible letters to 
the editor on subjects of interest to our readers. Editing may be 
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas 
will not be altered. All letters must bear the handwritten signature 
of the writer and include address and phone number or e-mail 
address for verification purposes. Neither the street address nor 
phone number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly 

handwritten, and no anonymous letters will be published. Any 
letters from boards or organizations must include at least one 
name of an individual. Any criticism of public officials should 
be limited to issues related strictly to their position or actions 
made in office, as personal attacks will not be published. Letters 
involving private disputes between the writer and a business 
will not be published. Political endorsements will be published, 

however letters  rom candidates endorsing themselves will not be 
printed. Letters may be dropped at the News-Leader office (211 IL 
Route 38 East), mailed to the News-Leader (P.O. Box 46, Rochelle, 
IL 61068) or e-mailed (news@rochellenews-leader.com.) The 
News-Leader reserves the right to edit or reject any letter to the 
editor for any reason, and letters chosen for publication do not 
necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

IL Sen. Brian Stewart
M104A State House
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0180

U.S. Con. Adam 
Kinzinger
1218 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-3635

* Denotes Chairman/President

IL Rep. Tom Demmer
314 Capitol
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

Ron
Kern

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes  bhayes@rochelleil.us
Rosaelia Arteaga  rarteaga@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                       dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
John Gruben  jgruben@rochelleil.us

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Dave Casey  dcillini94@gmail.com
Steve Builta  sbuilta@gmail.com
Ashley Jackson                      ajackson@d231.rochelle.net
Stephanie White                        swhite@d231.rochelle.net
Eric Van Hise  eric.vanhise@gmail.com
Trisha Vaughn                                      jrvtlv02@msn.com
Javier Zepeda  jzepeda@rthsd212.org

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Carol Hayenga  carol.hayenga@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas  bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Jacky Aguilera jacky.aguilera@rths212.org
Jeff Tilton  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Bobby Chadwick bobby.chadwick@rthsd212.org
Brian VanVickle                  brian.vanvickle@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board

Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodie Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Lloyd Droege  ldroege@oglecounty.org
Dan Miller  dmiller@oglecounty.org
Greg Sparrow  gsparrow@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Bruce McKinney bmckinney@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney  skenney@oglecounty.org
David Williams  dwilliams@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
Wayne Williams jwdw13@yahoo.com
Jennifer Payton  
*Tom Byro  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Steve Katzman  skatzman@essex1.com
Mike Kerns  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Mark Hibshman  
Curt Ward  caward92@comcast.net

Hillcrest Village Board
*Randy Salsbury  rsalsbury@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pittman  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Dan Potter dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Richard Rhoads  rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball  tball@hillcrestil.us
Renee Kerwin  rkerwin@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
*Bob Withrow  flaggtwp@rochelle.net
Joanna Patrick  flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
Susan Rothenberger assessor@rochelle.net
Scott Seebach  scottseebach@gmail.com
Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle  noggle62@gmail.com
Eric Gruben  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hagar  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
*Jaqueline Dickow dickow@comcast.net
Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net
Michael Scanlan scanlan@comcast.net
Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip          doobs12@comcast.net

Question: 
“What source do you use to check the 

weather and get updates?”

VOICE ON THE STREET

THERE is  no 
place more mis-
erable to be on 

Thanksgiving Day than 
in a buffet line in a Las 
Vegas casino.

Trust me. I've been 
there.

Back when I was single 
and a reporter for the Las 
Vegas Sun, I found myself 
new in town and alone on 
the holiday in the middle 
of Sin City. So, I spent an 
hour-and-a-half standing 
in line at the Texas Sta-
tion Casino waiting for 
a helping of turkey and 
dressing.

 I found myself talking 

to the others in line. We 
were each in the same 
gravy boat, newcomers 
to town who were din-
ing alone. We regaled 
each other with stories 
of happier Thanksgiv-
ings that didn't have slot 
machines ringing in the 
background.

For me, those hap-
pier times were on a 
farm south of Galesburg 
munching on turkey and 
pumpkin pie and quizzing 
my mother about why we 
couldn't have ham instead 
of turkey. She would pa-
tiently explain that turkey 
was what was served on 

the holiday.
And I in my adolescent 

angst would say, "But, 
Mom, we're hog farm-
ers. Shouldn't we have 
loyalty?"

At this point 
she'd put a dollop 
of mashed pota-
toes on my plate 
in hopes of filling 
my mouth with 
spuds rather than 
questions. 

Thanksgiving 
is about family.

We lost  my 
mother nine years ago 
to breast cancer. And we 
miss her.

But oddly enough, it 
was Thanksgiving and 
cancer that opened a door 
in my life that I never 
expected.

Back in 2001, 
my mother was 
scheduled for a 
partial mastecto-
my the week after 
Thanksgiving. I 
was afraid. A bit 
lost. I didn't want 
to lose her. And 
I didn't feel like 
I had much to be 
thankful for.

 A friend, seeing that I 
was down in the dumps, 
set me up on a blind 

date – three days before 
Thanksgiving.

 I didn't know what to 
expect, but life was raw 
back then. We arranged to 
meet at a local restaurant 
– Chili's. I wasn't trying 
to impress.

 The woman, who 
had just graduated from 
veterinary school, had 
kind brown eyes and an 
easy smile. Her mom had 
breast cancer, too.

The conversation didn't 
revolve around the usual 
first date superficial small 
talk. We talked about 
what is really important: 
Family.

Five hours later, the 
restaurant manager asked 
us to leave – it was closing 
time. Five weeks later, 
we were engaged to be 
married. We now have 
three daughters.

Sometimes love just 
sneaks up on you. It was 
the last thing I expected, 
21 years ago this week.

 But one thing I learned 
that week of Thanks-
giving: There is always 
something to be thankful 
for.

Scott Reeder, a staff 
writer for Illinois Times, 
can be reached at sreed-
er@illinoistimes.com.

Scott
Reeder

Thanksgiving in a Las Vegas casino

Addressing nutrient loss issues
IN 2015 the Illi-

nois Farm Bureau 
worked with vari-

ous government agencies, 
environmental groups and 
agricultural organizations 
to develop the Illinois 
Nutrient Loss Reduction 
Strategy. The document 
outlines various initiatives 
farmers can incorporate 
on their lands to address 
nutrient loss issues.

The Illinois Nutrient 
Loss Reduction Strate-
gy (NLRS) guides state 
efforts to improve water 
quality by reducing nu-
trient levels in Illinois 
lakes, streams and rivers. 
The NLRS lays out a 
plan to leverage existing 
programs to optimize nu-
trient loss reduction across 
the state while promoting 
collaboration, research, 
and innovation across 
various sectors, including 
agriculture. The strategy 
outlines a comprehensive 
suite of best management 
practices (BMPs) for 

reducing nutrient loads 
from wastewater treat-
ment plants and urban 
and agricultural runoff, as 
well as targeting the state’s 
most critical watersheds.

The strategy was devel-
oped by a policy working 
group led by the Illinois 
Water Resource Center-Il-
linois Indiana Sea Grant, 
the Illinois Environmen-
tal Protection Agency 
(IEPA), and the Illinois 
Department of Agriculture 
(IDOA). Group members 
included representatives 
from state and federal 
agencies, agriculture, and 
non-profit organizations 
as well as scientists and 
wastewater treatment pro-
fessionals. The NLRS has 
produced Biennial Re-
ports since 2015, with the 
most recent report being 
released in 2021.

Since NLRS’s devel-
opment in 2015, IFB has 
served as an active partic-
ipant in working groups 
and other collaboration 

opportunities in an effort 
to strategize and monitor 
progress in the agriculture 
sector. IFB has expanded 
its work on the NLRS in 
four priority areas: educa-
tion and outreach to farm-
ers, landowners and the 
general public; supporting 
research of best manage-
ment practices to reduce 
nutrient loss from 
agricultural fields; 
supporting farmer 
implementation 
efforts across the 
state; and demon-
strating progress 
toward the long-
term goals of the 
NLRS.

IFB voluntarily 
provides the IDOA 
and the IEPA with activity 
reports on our organiza-
tion’s efforts to implement 
the NLRS. This informa-
tion is then incorporated 
into the larger NLRS 
Biennial Reports. Activity 
reports from 2015 through 
2021 are available for 

those who are interested in 
our organizational metrics 
toward meeting the goals 
of the NLRS. In addition, 
we also have created a 
summary document that 
showcases our work on 
the NLRS from 2015 
to present. IFB also has 
produced the 2021-2022 
Environmental Report 

that you can use 
to showcase this 
work to your stake-
holders at the local 
level.

Thanks to the 
many individuals 
– both staff and 
farmer leaders – 
who continue to 
make the issue 
of water quality a 

priority. It is because of 
the work of all of us, and 
the tracking of our efforts 
that we have a great story 
to tell on behalf of Illinois 
farmers.

Through leadership 
and participation from our 
farmer members across 

the state, IFB has been 
able to make meaningful 
contributions toward wa-
ter quality improvements 
in Illinois. From 2016 to 
present, IFB has commit-
ted nearly $2.4 million of 
its own funding to build 
and maintain its steward-
ship programs. 

The NLRS is a sci-
ence-based framework for 
using research, technology 
and industry experience to 
assess and reduce nutrient 
loss to Illinois waters and 
to the Gulf of Mexico. 
The NLRS sets forth a 
plan to leverage existing 
programs to optimize nu-
trient loss reduction while 
promoting collaboration, 
research, and innovation 
among the private sector, 
academia, non-profits, 
wastewater treatment 
agencies, the agricultural 
sector, and state and local 
government. 

The primary goals in-
clude reducing nitrate-ni-
trogen losses by 15 per-

cent and reducing total 
phosphorus losses by 25 
percent by the year 2025 
from established baseline 
conditions. The NLRS 
was released in July of 
2015 after multiple years 
of stakeholder discussions 
in which IFB participated. 

In 2015, building off 
its existing water quality 
efforts, IFB created new 
programs to support farm-
er implementation of best 
management practices 
(BMPs) to help Illinois 
meet the goals of the 
NLRS. For the past several 
years, IFB has made it an 
organizational priority to 
lead on environmental 
issues, most notably, the 
NLRS. 

“There are three stages 
of man: he believes in 
Santa Claus; he does not 
believe in Santa Claus; 
he is Santa Claus.” -Bob 
Phillips

Ron Kern is the man-
ager of the Ogle County 
Farm Bureau.

“Weather Channel app and WIFR weather app.”
Katie Paulsen

“AccuWeather app.”
Cathy Haas
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COMMUNITY

Coffee Break

Nov. 27
Makayla Ludwig

 Nov. 29
Sam South

Birthdays & Anniversaries

Call 815-561-2151 to submit names for birthdays and anniversaries

Nov. 29 – (Tuesday) – Chicken Wraps with Lettuce, Tomato, 
Cheese, Ranch
Dec. 4 – (Sunday Brunch) – Sausage Gravy and Biscuits, 
Oatmeal, Meat Skillets over Diced Potatoes

KIDS MENU: Chicken Nuggets w/Fries
**All menus are subject to change. If you would like to check 
before coming out, please call us at 815-561-9074
www.KitchenTableRochelle.org

THE KITCHEN TABLE MENU

Nov. 1 - Josh Williams, Rochelle, $25

Nov. 2 - Rochelle Rescue Mission, $25

Nov. 3 - Matt Gerard, Rochelle, $25

Nov. 4 - Foundation for Focus House, $25

Nov. 5 - From the Heart, Rochelle, $25

Nov. 6 - Rochelle Area Community Foundation, $50

Nov. 7 - Jacob Meyers, Rochelle, $25

Nov. 8 - Sharon Watkins, DeKalb, $25

Nov. 9 - Rachel Huff, Rochelle, $25

Nov. 10 - Pastor Greg & Tina Hoffman, Rochelle, $25

Nov. 11 - Foundation for Focus House, Rochelle, $250

Nov. 12 - Nancy Pfab, Lindenwood, $25

Nov. 13 - Rochelle Area Community Foundation, $50

Nov. 14 - Michael Shumack, Amboy, $25

Nov. 15 - From the Heart, Rochelle, $25

Nov. 16 - Rochelle Area Community Foundation, $25

Nov. 17 - Patty Rudolphi, Dixon, $25

Nov. 18 - Justin Hutchinson, Sterling, $25

Nov. 19 - Adam Heal, Rochelle, $25

Nov. 20 - Dale Galland, Rochelle, $50

Nov. 21 - Gary and Sharon Olszewski, Rochelle, $25
 
Nov. 22 - Colby Capes, Chicago, $25

Nov. 23 - From the Heart, Rochelle, $25

Nov. 24 - Adam Heal, Rochelle, $500

Nov. 25 - Rochelle Rescue Mission, $25

Nov. 26 - Sharlene Meadows, Rochelle, $25

Nov. 27 - From the Heart, Rochelle, $50

ROCHELLE — The 
Rochelle Township High 
School Speech team 
opened its competitive 
season at home Saturday 
with the Rochelle Novice 
Tournament and finished 
first in the team standings. 

Individuals earning 
finalist honors were as 
follows: 

First place: Vi Hull 
(prose reading), Lucas 
Smardo (radio speaking) 
and Z Brizuela (oratorical 
declamation). 

Taking second place: 
Bobbi Henning (humor-

ous interpretation), Kar-
ma Lidren (humorous in-
terpretation) and Pigeon 
Burgholzer and Brooklyn 
Hull (humorous duet 
acting).

Taking third place: 
Khalil Winston (im-
promptu speaking), Liam 
Wise (impromptu speak-
ing), Khalil Winston 
(original comedy) and 
Ashes Glover (poetry 
reading).

Taking fourth place:
Hailey Bunger and 

Alayna Smardo (humor-
ous duet acting), Matilda 

Gonser (special occasion 
speaking), Kyrie Cragin 
(radio speaking), Z Brizu-
ela (dramatic interpreta-
tion), Faith Adams (infor-
mative speaking), Bobbi 
Henning (original come-
dy) and Sienna Seebach 
(original comedy).

Taking fourth place: 
Liam Wise (informa-
tive speaking), Pigeon 
Burgholzer and Mae 
Owen (dramatic duet act-
ing) and Sienna Seebach 
(humorous interpreta-
tion).

Taking sixth place: 

Alayna Smardo (oratori-
cal declamation), Cassan-
dra Aguilera (oratory) and

Ashes Glover and Kar-
ma Lidren (dramatic duet 
acting).

Speaker of the week is 
Z Brizuela.

Rochelle Township High School FFA members attended the national convention in Indianapolis recently. 
Attending were: Left to right: Makayla Ludwig, Megan Seebach, Lauren Basilio Henry, Cambrey Rodeghero, 
Emily Lovett, Veronica Vaughn, Meredith Bruns, Paloma Arrez, Samantha Overton, Ricardo Rodriguez and 

Sebastian Arroyo.

RTHS FFA members attend national convention in Indianapolis

RTHS speech team wins season opener
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FINANCING AVAILABLE 
WITH APPROVED CREDIT

   NORTH AMERICA’S 

#1 SellingWalk-In Tub
Featuring our Free Shower Package
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Now you can fi nally have all of the 
soothing benefi ts of a relaxing warm 
bath, or enjoy a convenient refreshing 
shower while seated or standing 
with Safe Step Walk-In Tub’s 
FREE Shower Package!

✓ First walk-in tub available with a
customizable shower

✓ Fixed rainfall shower head is adjustable
for your height and pivots to off er a
seated shower option

✓ High-quality tub complete with a
comprehensive lifetime warranty on
the entire tub

✓ Top-of-the-line installation and service,
all included at one low, aff ordable price

Now you can have the best 
of both worlds–there isn’t 
a better, more aff ordable 
walk-in tub!

all included at one low, aff ordable price

Now you can have the best 
of both worlds–there isn’t 
a better, more aff ordable 

*Subject to credit approval, with the purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub or Shower. Not applicable with any previous walk-in tub or shower purchase. Interest is billed during 
the promotional period but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. There is no minimum monthly payment required during 

the promotional period. Safe Step Walk-In Tub is neither a broker nor a lender. Financing is provided through third-party lenders unaffi liated with Safe Step Walk-In Tub, LLC under 
terms and conditions arranged directly between the customer and such lender. All subject to credit requirements and satisfactory completion of fi nance documents. Any fi nance terms 

advertised are estimates only. Offer available in select markets, not available in Canada. Participating dealers only. Other restrictions may apply.

www.YourSafeStep.com

815-660-0041

      NORTH AMERICA’S 

1 SellingWalk-In Tub

SPECIAL OFFER

15% OFF with No Payments for 18 Months!* 

plus a Free Shower Package

*All participants who attend an estimated 60-90-minute in-home product consultation will receive a $50 VISA Gift Card. Retail value is $50. Offer sponsored
by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over
18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have
a photo ID and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or
entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former
Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it
necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class United States Mail within 10 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction
with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. Offer not available in the
states of CA, IN, PA and MI. Expires 11/30/22. LeafGuard operates as LeafGuard of DC in Maryland under registration number MHIC License #116693

*Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own
your home, or we will clean your gutters for free

LIFETIME NO-CLOG
WARRANTY

MADE ONSITE SPECIFICALLY
FOR YOUR HOME

THE ONLY ONE-PIECE
SEAMLESS DEBRIS
SHEDDING GUTTER SYSTEM.

SCRATCHGUARD®

PAINT FINISH SPECIAL
FINANCING
AVAILABLE

Call Today for Your
FREE Estimate!

815-673-7532

$$50 VISA50 VISA
GIFT CARDGIFT CARD

Upon completion of appointment

HHOOLLIIDDAAYYSSIDAYSDAYSSavingsSavings
HOME FORHOME FOR

75%75%
OFFOFFOFF
LABORLABOR***Does not include cost of materials

From page 1

Complicating matters 
is this: the insurance 
company declared it was 
insolvent the day before 
the storm. Neither it not 
responding and FEMA 
has denied their claims.  
Marcy said she knows 
many who are in the same 
boat. 

Here is how Marcy 
explained what happened: 
“The day before the storm 
I was at work in Boca 
Grande, on Gasparilla 
Island, when I saw Uni-
versity of Florida Storm 
Researcher trucks lined up 
in front of our library (car-
rying) multiple towers on 
trailers. The guy I spoke 
with said they were there 
to place the towers, then 
leave.  He said by noon the 
next day no one should be 
anywhere near there, as 
‘hurricane force’ winds 
were going to occur.” 

“When (the Weather 
Channel’s) Jim Cantore 
showed up in a hotel in 
Punta Gorda in the late 
morning hours, we knew 
there was going to be 
trouble. Meteorologists 
were still talking about 
the storm hitting Tampa.” 

“The next day the 

weather started at about 
11:30 a.m., experiencing 
Category one or two 
winds. Forecasters were 
calling for the eye to pass 
over Cayo Costa, which 
is a half mile from Gas-
parilla Island, and right 
down the road from our 
house. By 3 p.m. the wind 
was a sustained category 
three range and the little 
arched window above 
the big window over our 
front door started raining 
down, little bits at a time, 
even with metal shutters 
covering it.”

“We could see our 
neighbors’ roof shingles 
flying off. My youngest 
first thought they were 
black birds in the sky. Still, 
the kids played cards and 
joked about having (win-
dow) glass in their hair. By 
5:30 p.m. the wind made 
it impossible to even try 
to crack the door and look 
outside. I would say it was 
a mid-range category four 
(136-150 miles per hour) 
by that time. The wind was 
just screaming. The trap 
door to the crawl space 
was starting to bang.”

“Maybe an hour after 
that my ears started pop-
ping so badly, it hurt. My 
girls were holding their 

ears, so I knew they felt 
it, too. No more than 15 
minutes later, the first 
window on the second 
floor (north-facing) blew 
out. Almost immediately 
after that the ceiling over 
that room caved in.”

“We have a loft house, 
so everything on the sec-
ond floor is open to the 
first floor. The ceiling 
started coming down ev-
erywhere. The first round 
of it fell on one of my 
daughters, but it was so 
waterlogged, the drywall 
easily broke over her 
head and shoulder (still 
not a sight I will forget 
for a very long time). A 
short time later the winds 
increased.”

“In the front entryway 
(first floor) and in the 
great room (second floor) 
there was a huge collapse 
of the ceiling. Everything 
was covered in blown-in 
cellulose insulation and 
drywall. It was almost up 
to my knees in the foyer. 
I had to keep walking 
back and forth through it 
to take our supplies from 
the study to the back of the 
house, where we still had 
a ceiling. It was pouring 
rain inside and the wind 
noise was so loud, we 

IAN: Former Rochelle resident impacted by hurricane

Marcy Russell Shortuse’s neighborhood on the outskirts of Englewood 
experienced not only hurricane force winds of between 150-190 miles per hour 
for almost 12 hours, but many tornadoes as well.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

couldn’t hear each other 
speak from a foot away. 
The words were taken 
away by the wind.”

“A couple of times 
during the worst of it I 
had to go upstairs to re-
trieve things. Pushing the 
thought out of my head 
that plywood was the only 
thing between myself and 
the hurricane was not easy. 
The second time I went 
up, the other north-facing 
windows upstairs blew in. 

It was uncool. 
“It went on for hours. 

We never got the eye. We 
were consistently in the 
eyewall as it rolled around 
us and sat on top of us. 
We sat there in the dark, 
waiting for the entire roof 
to just sail away. It didn’t. 
I think it was about 11:30 
p.m. or so that we thought 
we noticed a decrease in 
the wind. By 12:30 a.m. it 
was noticeable. I think it 
was around 2 a.m. when 

I laid down in a wet bed, 
in wet clothes. Just before 
falling asleep I recognized 
it was soundless outside.”

Marcy added, “I will 
continue to love storms, 
as I always have, but I will 
never forget the look on 
my kids’ faces or hearing 
their screams during the 
worst of it.”

You can help Marcy & 
family online at  https://
bit.ly/22HelpMarcyShor-
tuse

DEKALB —This past 
spring, Dr. Levi Harrison, 
an orthopedic surgeon 
known as “the esports 
doctor,” announced that 
he would award a $1,000 
scholarship to one North-
ern Illinois University 
student for the 2022-23 
school year. However, 
the best-laid plans can 
go awry, and after the 
scholarship committee 
had narrowed down the 
field, Dr. Harrison found 

himself faced with two 
applications so excep-
tional that he couldn’t 
choose between them. 
His solution? Award two 
scholarships: to NIU stu-
dents Angelica Navarrete 
and James Westlund.

Navarrete and West-
lund are both exception-
al students and gamers 
with very different back-
grounds, academic pur-
suits and approaches to 
video gaming. Together, 

they represent one of the 
ideals that motivated Dr. 
Harrison to create the 
scholarship: an inclusive 
gaming community that 
embraces and supports 
people of all backgrounds. 
In their own way, each 
also demonstrates Dr. 
Harrison’s other moti-
vating ideal: support for 
healthy gaming practices.

“This scholarship is 
about raising awareness 
of the power of the es-

ports community,” says 
Dr. Harrison. “The ap-
plication was open to any 
NIU student because I 
want to spread the word 
about the positive aspects 
of healthy video gaming. 
It can minimize your 
stress. I also believe it can 
maximize your academic 
achievement. It can also 
help you to build commu-
nity wherever you are, so 
that you know you’re not 
alone.”

NIU announces Fierce Gamer Scholarship winners

Angelica Navarrete and James Westlund
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LOCAL NEWS
MALTA — John and 

Jenny Hall were awarded 
the 2022 Distinguished 
Alumni Award at the Kish-
waukee College Foun-
dation Annual Gala on 
Saturday, Nov. 5. The award 
honors established alumni 
who have demonstrated 
service or outstanding con-
tributions within the Kish 
community.

“It is a wonderful honor 
to be recognized for this 
award. Our time at Kish 
provided a platform to learn 
and grow as young adults 
and certainly inspired our 
pride in our community, 
which has carried over 
to our work with DeKalb 
County United Soccer 
Club,” John said. “Kish-
waukee College creates 
impactful opportunities for 
students, and we are proud 
to be members of the Kish 
family.”

John Hall graduated 
from DeKalb High School 
in 1999 and chose Kish 
for the next chapter in his 
educational journey. John 
describes his time at Kish 
as influential because it 
allowed him to grow and 
determine what he wanted 
to do with his life while 
continuing to play colle-
giate-level soccer.  It was 
also the romantic setting 
where he met his wife Jen-
ny, a 1999 Sycamore High 
School graduate.

Jenny started her high-
er education journey at a 
private college, where she 
was a student-athlete on 
the women’s soccer team, 
which Kish did not have at 
the time. After a year, Jenny 
transferred to Kish to move 
closer to home and save 
money. After Kish, John 
joined Area Erectors, where 
he has been involved with 
many facets of the business 
and currently works in sales 

Kish Foundation awards husband-wife 
duo with Distinguished Alumni Award

Pictured (left to right) are Kish alumni Dr. Kayte 
Hamel, executive director of the Kishwaukee College 
Foundation; John Hall, Distinguished Alumni Award 
recipient; Jenny Hall, Distinguished Alumni Award 
recipient; and Nicole Williams, Kishwaukee College 
Foundation Board immediate past president. 

and project management. 
John later returned to Kish 
as the Assistant Coach for 
the men’s soccer team from 
2011-2013.

Following his time as a 
coach at Kish, John became 
involved with regional 
soccer programs, where 
he witnessed numerous 
athletes being recruited to 
play on semi-pro teams 
located outside of the area. 
Seeing an opportunity to 
build a club in their home 
community, John sought 
the input of Jenny, who 
simply said, “Do it!”

In 2016, they worked 
with area partners to create 
a semi-pro team that would 
bring the local community 
together through the game 
of soccer, and in 2017, 
DeKalb County United 
(DKCU) was launched.

In 2022, the two leading 
area youth soccer clubs 
joined forces with DeKalb 
County United to create the 
DKCU Academy. The new 
youth academy provides 
a comprehensive player 
development pathway from 
ages under eight youth soc-

cer to college, semi-pro, and 
more, all under the DKCU 
umbrella. The academy 
utilizes the support of the 
DKCU adult club structure 
while maintaining a local 
focus that meets the needs 
of all youth players in the 
community.

In addition to their day-
to-day careers, each serves 
as a member of the club 
board, with John as the 
president and Jenny as the 
secretary. John and Jenny’s 
leadership and contribu-
tions have made a wide-
spread impact in DeKalb 
County with their soccer 
club and youth initiatives.

Built on uniting the 
communities through the 
love of soccer, they are 
paying it forward for future 
generations. “Their selfless 
dedication to the residents 
of our district, youth in 
our community, and the 
support of Kish makes them 
great representatives of the 
2022 Distinguished Alumni 
Award,” said Dr. Kayte 
Hamel, executive director 
of the Kishwaukee College 
Foundation.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

NOV 25 - DEC 18
OPEN WEDNESDAY - SUNDAY

FROM 9AM - SUNSET

Hand Tied Wreaths, Garland, Porch Pots,  
Greens, Gift Certificates & More

Enjoy Hot Cocoa, Coffee & S’mores by the fire pit
Follow Facebook or Call for info on Santa visits!

From page 2

“They’d stay where 
there was a solid river bed 
where the buffalo would 
cross. There was some of 
that in the Rockford area.”

In the future, O’Connor 
would like to find some-
one to take the collection 
that will take care of it. 
He’s getting older and 
doesn’t want to risk it 
getting broken up and 

spread out. He was also 
handed down Mier’s rare 
field notes. 

“This stuff should not 
be in my house,” O’Con-
nor said. “It should be in 
a museum.”

O’Connor’s preserva-
tion of the collection is an 
attempt to honor not only 
his father, but Mier as well. 

“It’s about their fore-
sight to realize this stuff 
is irreplaceable and has 

value,” O’Connor said. 
“My dad saw value in 
history and the knowledge 
that goes with it. These 
have probably no value 
to anybody other than a 
person that appreciates it. 
There’s always stuff about 
our local history that I re-
ally enjoy. It’s just hard to 
get the kids interested. You 
don’t know where you’re 
going if you don’t know 
where you’ve been.”

LIBRARY: Native American 
artifact currently on display

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

Rochelle resident Steve O’Connor came to own the collection after his late father 
owned it. His father was a member of the Fox Valley Rocks & Minerals Society and 
received the artifacts from lifelong collector August Mier. 

DIXON  — High 
school seniors looking 
for ways to help finance 
their college engineering 
education can apply for a 
scholarship available from 
the Rock River Chapter 
of the Illinois Society of 
Professional Engineers. 
Applications are available 
now until the application 
deadline of Jan. 20, 2023. 
Applications are available 
from high school guidance 
counselors of all public 

and private high schools 
in the Rock River Chapter 
area which includes Bu-
reau, Carroll, Lee, Ogle 
and Whiteside counties 
in northwestern Illinois. 
Applications for scholar-
ships are judged from na-
tional standard test scores, 
essays, transcripts and 
extracurricular activities. 
Scholarships are available 
only for students attending 
an accredited engineering 
program. 

In our 2022-2023 
scholarship cycle, the 
Rock River Chapter will 
award at least one schol-
arship of $1,000. Last year 
the chapter awarded three 
new scholarships. Local 
scholarships are made 
possible by the Rock River 
Chapter through its annual 
scholarship fund raisers. 

For more information 
contact Rock River Schol-
arship Chairman, Erik 
Larson, at 815-284-3381.

Engineering scholarships 
available for local students
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Eat • Drink • Shop • Live

815-384-3620815-384-3620
headons2go.comheadons2go.com
103 N. Main Street | Creston103 N. Main Street | Creston

LIKE AND FOLLOW US ON

FACEBOOK

2022
VOTED

OGLE CO UNTY

BEST OF
11212022

• • BeerBeer
• • WineWine
• • SeasoningsSeasonings
• • Prime Rib RoastsPrime Rib Roasts

Catering & Party Trays 

Tues-Fri - 9a-5:30p
Sat - 9a-4p

Gift Certificates 
Gift Certificates AvailableAvailable

• • TurkeyTurkey
• • HamHam
• • Holiday FavoritesHoliday Favorites

502 Franklin St., Oregon, IL
Mon-Fri 10AM to 5PM • Saturday 9AM to 2PM • Sunday Closed

HOME 
DÉCOR 
GIFTS

ELITE DIXIE BELLE 
PAINT RETAILER

Red Light  
Therapy Bed

Versa Spray Tan
High Quality CBD

 

Four Levels of  
UV Tanning  

Cocoon Wellness Pod 
Unique Boutique for 

great Christmas Gifts!

Monday-Thursday 8-8 • Friday 8-7 • Saturday 8-4

Don’t miss out on your chance to be added to this page!  
The Shop Local page will run every Sunday in the Rochelle News-Leader  

and every Monday in the Ogle County Life up until Christmas!
Contact your sales representative today to be included!

There’s No Place Like HomeThere’s No Place Like Home 
for the Holidaysfor the Holidays

209 Powers Rd  Rochelle, IL    •    (815)562-8792
Hours: 

M-F 9-5, Sat 10-5, Closed Sunday

2022
VOTED

OGLE COUNTYBEST OF

We welcome you to  
Diamond G Western Store.  

 
We are celebrating our 50th year in business. 

 
We have a large selection of 

western hats, boots, clothes, 
belts, and buckles, horse 
care products, tac and 

much more!

G

815-562-4050
4564 S. Knoll Rd

Rochelle IL

134 MAY MART DR
ROCHELLE 

815-561-0001

View the menu:
Dog-Hub.com

ONLINE ORDERING  
NOW AVAILABLE!

DINE-IN
PICK-UP
DELIVERY

Monday-Saturday  10:30AM–9PM
Sunday  Closed

Tuesday through Friday 9-4 Saturday 9-1 Sunday - Monday Closed

429-433 Lincoln Hwy, Rochelle, Illinois
815-562-8765 | hubcityfurniture.com

HUB CITY FURNITUREHUB CITY FURNITURE

11232022

$10 ANY Haircut 

“Spice up your holidays at your local Salon & Spa!”

*Please present this coupon at check-out. Feel free to check-in online, walk-in or call

Delicious, Quality Raw Milk
Fresh at the farm!

Monday - Saturday 6:30 - 8:00 am  
& 4:30 - 6 pm

Sunday 6:30 -8:00 am & 5 - 6:30 pm

(Please bring your own containers. 24 hours Notice Required.)

387 S. Malta Rd., Rochelle, IL 61068
815-762-6867 • PreciousPastures.com
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RTHS Wrestling

Hubs knock off Dukes
Rochelle defeats state-ranked Dixon during meet with Burlington Central

SPORTS MEET THE FRESHMEN
 
Q&As with freshman members of the 
Rochelle Hub wrestling program. 
 
See page 2 for more details
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RTHS Boys Basketball

Hubs fall in Strombom Tournament opener

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — A bat-
tle of state-ranked teams 
capped off an exciting 
evening of wrestling at 
Rochelle Township High 
School on Tuesday, when 
the Hubs hosted their 
season-opening varsity 
triangular meet with the 
Burlington Central Rock-
ets and Dixon Dukes. 

Currently ranked No. 
10 in Class 2A, Rochelle 
recorded five falls in its 
first dual match of the 
evening, cruising over 
Burlington Central 65-9 
before squaring off against 
Dixon, who begins the 
season ranked No. 7 in 
Class 1A. Both teams 
traded blows throughout 
the match, but a full lineup 
allowed the Hubs to score 
five forfeits and knock off 
the Dukes 51-25. Rochelle 
(2-0, 0-0 Interstate 8) will 
host Rock Falls and Erie-
Prophetstown on Wednes-
day, Nov. 30 at 5:30 p.m.

Central
Freshman Tony Mil-

burn wrestled the first 
match of the season for the 
Hubs, erasing a 5-2 deficit 
with a first-period reversal 
and fall with seven seconds 
remaining on the clock to 

beat Henry Deering in the 
113-pound bout. Sopho-
more Xavier Villalobos 
extended Rochelle’s lead 
in the 120-pound bout, 
recording two takedowns 
and a near fall for a 7-0 
decision over Austin Lee.

“I think this team has a 
chance to go really far this 
season,” Villalobos said. 
“Our dream will be to win 
the state championship and 
we’re excited to start the 
season with a 2-0 record. 
We’re young and a lot of 
these guys have known 
each other for a long time. 
We have a strong bond and 
we’re a really tight group. 
We know when to be seri-
ous and we always push 
each other.”

Sophomore Joseph Na-
dig and senior Wesley 
Brown received forfeits 
in the 126-pound and 
138-pound bouts Tues-
day. Sophomore Weylin 
Nay earned a hard-fought 
fall over Cole McGuire 
in the second period, 
coming back from a 2-0 
deficit with a takedown-
to-fall combination. After 
freshman Brenden Voight 
took a forfeit for the 
145-pound bout, sopho-
more Grant Gensler hit a 
reversal-to-fall combo in 
the second period to take 
the 152-pound bout over 

Zayn Afeef.
Trailing 39-0, Burling-

ton Central avoided the 
shutout in the 160-pound 
bout, where Jonah Chavez 
won by fall over junior 
Leo Stoffel. Freshman 
Roman Villalobos brought 
the Hubs right back in the 
170-pound bout, totaling 
two takedowns before 

snatching a second-period 
fall over Alan Perez. Junior 
Brock Metzger continued 
Rochelle’s scoring stretch 
in the 182-pound bout, 
compiling three near falls 
and two takedowns in a 
17-0 technical fall over 
Brandon Mancera.

Senior Jorge Driggs 
outlasted Christian Wa-

likonis in the 195-pound 
bout, rallying for an 11-10 
decision that saw multiple 
third-period lead changes. 
Sophomore Kaiden Morris 
made quick work of the 
220-pound bout, taking 
down Sammy Winstrom 
and earning a 44-second 
fall. The dual concluded 
with senior Jaden Cook 

receiving a forfeit for the 
285-pound bout and fresh-
man Freddie Hernandez 
coming just short in a 
10-8 overtime loss against 
David Wyruchowski.

“We really wanted to 
come in here and wrestle 
well,” Morris said. 

See HUBS page 3

Senior Jaden Cook turns over Dixon’s Sean Devries during the Rochelle Hub varsity wrestling match against 
the Dukes on Tuesday. Cook won the 285-pound bout by fall as the Hubs took down the Dukes 51-25.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

621 First Ave., Rochelle, IL • 815-562-8784

Happy Thanksgiving!
From all of us at:

11
06

20
17

ADVERTISE YOUR 
BUSINESS HERE!
Great Rate - Great Spot!

Call Mike @ 815-561-2124 or email 
mfeltes@oglecountylife.com

01252021

Three Sterling players reach double figures as Rochelle suffers 75-37 defeat
BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

SYCAMORE — Sev-
eral members of the Ro-
chelle Hub basketball 
team earned their first 
taste of varsity experi-
ence during Wednesday’s 
Strombom Tournament 
opener against Sterling. It 
was a rude awakening for 
the Hubs, who fell behind 
early and were run out of 
the gym as the Golden 
Warriors saw three start-
ers reach double figures 
in scoring during a 75-37 
victory over Rochelle.

Sterling started the 
game on a 14-3 run, forc-
ing several turnovers with 
solid ball pressure and 
scoring on multiple transi-
tion layups at the basket. 
The Hubs were limited 
to only two field goals 
in the first quarter, with 
senior Raul Aguirre hit-
ting a low-post shot and 
junior Eli Luxton sinking 
a 3-pointer. Rochelle (0-1, 
0-0 Interstate 8) trailed the 
Golden Warriors 20-7 after 
the first quarter.

“Sterling has a really 
good team and they have 
a lot of players back from 
last season,” head coach 
Tim Thompson said. “I 
was really disappointed 
with our effort. I can ac-
cept a loss against a better 

team, but I can’t accept a 
loss when we’re jogging 
around and we’re getting 
manhandled physically. 
We talked before the sea-
son about some of our non-
negotiables like diving for 
loose balls and grabbing 
offensive rebounds. We 
failed on a lot of those 
things today.”

The Hubs struggled 
to move the ball beyond 
the half-court line during 
the second quarter, as the 
Golden Warriors contin-
ued to take advantage 
of poor passing and ball 
handling from Rochelle. 
Despite a series of short-
range makes from Luxton, 
who led the Hubs with nine 
points on Wednesday, Ro-
chelle’s 23 first-half turn-
overs and overall shooting 
woes allowed Sterling to 
dominate the early portion 
of the game and enter the 
locker room with a 53-16 
halftime lead.

“Sterling has solid 
athletes who are really 
physical and they can play 
good one-on-one defense,” 
Thompson said. “We were 
having difficulties getting 
the ball up the floor and we 
went several possessions 
without a shot. There aren’t 
many ways to win games 
that way and we have to 
figure out how we can get 
the ball out and how we can 

push the ball up the floor.”
The Hubs found some 

offensive rhythm in the 
third quarter, where better 

dribble penetration and ball 
movement around the pe-
rimeter led to more quality 
shot attempts. The Golden 

Warriors held a 69-28 lead 
entering the fourth quarter, 
where junior Chandler 
Cunningham converted 

back-to-back 3-pointers 
and a putback at the rim 
to end the evening with 
eight points.

Senior Colton O’Rorke drives to the hoop during the Rochelle Hub varsity basketball game against Sterling on 
Wednesday. The Hubs lost 75-37 in the opening round of the Strombom Thanksgiving Tournament.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)
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The businesses featured on this page are 

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”
I’m looking forward to serving your needs for insurance and 
� nancial services.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
CALL ME TODAY.

Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc 
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL 61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Diana Alanis, MDCaring for your 
family’s health from 

infant to adults.
For appointment, please call

815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct, Rochelle, IL 61068

Most Insurance Accepted

Accepting 
New Patients

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

815 561 4035!

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto  Home Improvement   Vacation

Jami Hackman & Kristen Stover

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle

H
S
2
0
1
6

Jami Hackman

Se Habla
Español

BUY HERE – PAY HERE
You Work - You Drive

1400 N 7th St
Corner of Flagg Rd & Hwy 251 N

227 E. Rt 38 • Rochelle, IL

815-562-8706
www.rochellechiropractic.com
Now Accepting New Patients!

Licensed and Insured
24 Hour Emergency Service

815-562-4937
500 Cleveland Avenue

Berg-Johnson
Electric

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

FREE ESTIMATES

“Proudly Serving The Rochelle Area Since 1945”
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Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

#4061/#83-3198

Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

101 Maple Ave • Rochelle, IL 61068
815.562.7057 •  hub-remsen.com

GO HUBS!GO HUBS!

• Collision Repair • New/Preowned Vehicles
• 24 Hour Towing • Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

We are Ogle Countyʼs
only GM Dealer!

Come visit us!

815-562-8787 • www.jeffperrychevrolet.com
CHEVROLET • BUICK • CADILLAC • JEEP • CHRYSLER

We are 
Ogle 

County’s 
only 

GM Dealer!
• Collision Repair
• 24 Hour Towing

• New/Preowned Vehicles

• Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes  

and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181

www.rochellehospital.com
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209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8792

www.meyersfurniture.com

Residential & Commercial Roofing

815-561-0099
Licensed & Insured

• Shingled Roofs
• Flat Roofs
• Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities
• Custom Built Homes
• Additions

Residential, Concrete
Driveways, Flatwork

and Foundations

HSF2015

• Large menu of foods
• Rochelle’s famous chicken

by the dinner or bucket
• Hand dipped ice cream

(16 flavors)

H
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251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039

H
S
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SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

200 Steward Road

800.262.1680
www.johnsontractor.com

Dine In • Carry Out •  
• Home Delivery • Pizza • Pastas • 

• Sandwiches • Salads •  
• and Lots More!

Serving Illinois & the Surrounding Area

Specializing in Walk-In Tubs 
& Acrylic Showers

Additions ~ Bathrooms ~ Kitchens 
Accessibility Remodeling

Batavia Builders & 
Remodelers, LLC

Debbie Foster,  
Owner
(815) 501-8946
www.bataviabuilders.com

ANDERSON
Plumbing & Heating, Inc.
Plumbing, Heating, Air Conditioning, 

Drinking water systems, Water Heaters, 
Softeners, Iron Filters & More.

One less thing to worry about

621 First Ave., Rochelle
815-562-8784

Like us on 
Facebook

Lic# 055-013999
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OGLE COUNTYBEST OF
2020

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OF
2021

Vince’s Pizza Family and staff are 
always ready to serve you, 55 years and 
counting! Without compromise we will 

continue to serve the Best Pizza and 
Italian dishes with only the highest 

quality ingredients from start to finish!  
 

We are proud to support Rochelle Hubs!

815.562.7300 
Delivery & Curbside Pick Up 
1071 N 7th St, Rochelle, IL
vincespizzainrochelle.com

HUB SPOTLIGHT
Freddie

Hernandez

Year: Freshman

Sport: Wrestling

Brenden

Voight

Year: Freshman

Sport: Wrestling

Q: How many years have you 
been playing this sport?

A: Five years.
Q: What do you enjoy most 

about this sport?
A: Winning and the competition.
Q: What is your favorite school 

subject and why?
A: Math.

Q: Who is your favorite 
athlete and why?

A: Jordan Burroughs.
Q: Who is your biggest role 

model and why?
A: My mom and dad.

Q: How many years have you 
been playing this sport?

A: Two years.

Q: What do you enjoy most 
about this sport?

A: The competition.
Q: What is your favorite school 

subject and why?
A: P.E. because I’m able 

to stay active.
Q: Who is your favorite 

athlete and why?
A: Nick Suriano because 

he inspires me.
Q: Who is your biggest role 

model and why?
A: My mom and dad because they 

push me to be better.
Q: What is your favorite thing 

about being a student-athlete at 
RTHS?

A: The school spirit as well as my 
friends, teachers and coaches.
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From page 1

“We have a strong 
brotherhood and we all 
want to win. We love each 
other and we’re going to 
work hard for each other 
and earn as many bonus 
points as we can. Coach 
[Alphonso] Vruno and 
coach [Nelson] Baker 
talked with us about mak-
ing it to the dual state meet 
and that’s something that 
has been in my head since 
the season started. Being 
there would be an amazing 
experience.”

Dixon
Rochelle claimed the 

first two matches against 
the Dukes, with fresh-
man Deegan Schabacker 
receiving a forfeit for the 
126-pound bout before 
Joseph Nadig edged James 
Simpson for an 8-3 deci-
sion in the 132-pound bout. 
Dixon ended a 9-0 Hub 
run in the 138-pound bout, 
where Cade Hey scored a 
15-0 technical fall over se-
nior Wesley Brown. Fresh-
man Brenden Voight beat 
the buzzer and brought 

Rochelle right back during 
the 145-pound bout, hold-
ing a 2-0 over Austin Hey 
entering the second period, 
where Voight earned the 
fall with five seconds left 
on the clock.

“It’s a major confidence 
boost to win over Dixon 
and I think it should make 
our guys really happy,” 
Villalobos said. “We’re 
proud of this win but we’re 
going to continue to work.”

Grant Gensler gave the 
Hubs a 21-5 lead in the 
152-pound bout, scoring 
a takedown and a first-
period fall over Konner 
Kohler. The Dukes won the 
next three matches, how-
ever, with Jayce Kastner 
earning a 16-1 technical 
fall over Leo Stoffel before 
Steven Kitzman and Ro-
man Villalobos fought to 
the finish in the 170-pound 
bout, where a takedown 
near the end of the over-
time period allowed the 
Duke wrestler to emerge 
with a 3-1 sudden victory. 
Owen Brooks won by fall 
over Brock Metzger during 
the second period to claim 
the 182-pound bout.

What Service
Do You Offer?

Advertise Here

Commercial & Residential Roofing

Residential 
Concrete

Driveways, Flatwork
and Foundations

•Shingled Roofs  •Flat Roofs 
•Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities 
•Custom Built Homes  •Additions

561-0099
www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE
ESTIMATES

Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Heating & Air Conditioning

 Lic.#058-087891

Serving Rochelle For Over 40 Years

Quality Service • Free Estimates
 Residential & Commercial

815-562-8784

Plumbing/Heating/CoolingGutters

COMMUNITY BOARD
Need to get the word out about a product Need to get the word out about a product 

or service you offer? or service you offer? 
Give us a call at 815-562-4171. Give us a call at 815-562-4171. 

We can reach over 9,000 homes!We can reach over 9,000 homes!

SPORTS
HUBS: Rochelle wrestlers start season with 2-0 record

Junior Brock Metzger cradles Burlington Central’s Brandon Mancera during the varsity wrestling match 
against the Rockets on Tuesday. Metzger won by technical fall as the Hubs took down Burlington Central 65-9.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

Dixon took its first 
lead of the match in the 
195-pound bout, where 
Ethan Mick won by fall 
over Jorge Driggs to make 
the score 27-25 in favor of 
the Dukes. After Kaiden 
Morris took a forfeit for 
the 220-pound bout, how-

ever, Jaden Cook stepped 
into the ring and bull-
rushed Sean Devries in the 
285-pound bout, scoring a 
takedown and first-period 
fall to put Rochelle back 
on top.

“We lost against Dixon 
last season and we didn’t 

wrestle really well,” Mor-
ris said. “We were really 
motivated to beat Dixon 
tonight. I thought we beat 
them by a good margin 
tonight and that gives us 
some confidence as we 
prepare to wrestle other 
teams. I think we have a 

good team.”
The dual ended with 

three consecutive forfeits, 
as Freddie Hernandez, 
Tony Milburn and Xavier 
Villalobos earned free-
bies in the 106-pound, 
113-pound and 120-pound 
bouts for the Hubs.

RTHS Boys Bowling

Rochelle splits matches with Kaneland, Mendota
Powell, Odle lead Hubs to 12th place finish at Guilford Survivor Tournament

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

DEKALB — The Ro-
chelle Hub varsity bowling 
team earned its first Inter-
state 8 Conference win of 
the season Monday eve-
ning, defeating Kaneland 
3,196-2,512 at Mardi Gras 
Lanes. Freshman Andrew 
Powell rolled a team-high 
648 series for the Hubs 
(2-3, 1-2 Interstate 8), who 
will continue their sched-
ule with a nonconference 
meet against Mendota on 
Tuesday.

Rochelle cruised over 

the Knights 961-874 in 
the first game to take a 
commanding series lead. 
The Hubs dominated the 
second game against Kane-
land, winning 1,041-779 
behind 246 from Powell 
and 217 from senior Evin 
Odle, who fired a 570 series 
score on Monday. Junior 
Jonathan Alanis rolled a 
180 and freshman Owen 
Tooley added a 182 in the 
second game.

Rochelle clinched the 
three-game conference 
sweep with a 1,094-859 
victory in the third game. 
Powell fired a 236 to close 

out the match, while Ala-
nis threw a 212 to end the 
evening with a 562 series 
score. Odle carded a 184 
and sophomore Logan 
Frye added a 178 in the 
third game.

Mendota
The Rochelle Hub var-

sity bowling team faced 
Mendota on the road 
Tuesday evening, falling 
3,416-3,083 in noncon-
ference action. Freshman 
Andrew Powell rolled a 
team-high 562 series score 
for the Hubs (2-4, 1-2 
Interstate 8), while junior 

Sam Tracey added a 540 
series score and junior 
Christian Thorne followed 
with a 512 series score in 
the meet.

Mendota took the early 
lead in the match, winning 
the first game 1,126-1,077 
behind 232 from Landen 
Bauer and 210 from Clay 
Buffington. Tracey fired 
a 203 to lead the Hubs in 
the first game, while junior 
Jonathan Alanis threw a 
183 and Thorne finished 
with a 180.

The Trojans took the 
second game 1,119-1,032 
to extend their lead in the 

series. Alex Holland rolled 
a 237 and Bauer followed 
with a 220 on the Mendota 
side, while Powell threw 
a 184, Thorne fired a 186 
and Tracey bowled a 178 
for the Hubs during the 
second game.

Mendota clinched the 
sweep with a 1,171-974 
victory in the third game. 
Bauer scored a 268 to end 
the evening with a match-
best 720 series and Powell 
rolled a 200 to cap off his 
series score for Rochelle. 
Buffington threw a 197 in 
the third game to finish 
with a 575 series for the 

Trojans.

Guilford
The Rochelle Hub var-

sity bowling team compet-
ed in the Guilford Survivor 
Invitational at Don Carter 
Lanes on Saturday, finish-
ing 11th out of 22 schools 
after the four-game quali-
fying round and ending the 
tournament in 12th place 
overall. Rochelle rolled 
a 3,491 series total, with 
senior Evin Odle rolling a 
751 (187.8 average) while 
freshman Andrew Powell 
fired with a 733 (183.3 
average).
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE • HILLCREST • CRESTON • STEWARD • KINGS • ASHTON

INFORMATION
Office Hours:  
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Monday-
Friday)
Phone: 
815-562-4171
Fax: 
815-562-2161
Email: 
classifieds@rochellenews-
leader.com
Address:
211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle
Mail: 
P.O. Box 46
Rochelle, IL 61068

DEADLINES:
Sunday News-Leader: 
Thursday, 2 p.m.

Tuesday Shopping News: 
Friday, 10 a.m.
Wednesday  News-
Leader: Monday, 4 p.m.
(Deadlines subject to change 
during holiday times)

All classified marketplace 
line ads will appear in 
the following 7 print 
publications and on 5 high-
traffic newspaper websites:
• Rochelle News-Leader • 
Ogle County Life • Rochelle 
Shopping News • Ashton 
Gazette • Amboy News 
• Mendota Reporter • 
Mendota Money Saver

Call for pricing that starts 
at $32.99 for private 
party ads and $44.60 for 
commercial business ads 
and $19.99 for garage 
sale ads.

DISCLAIMER:
If your advertisement 
appears incorrectly, notify 
us immediately. We will not 
be responsible for more than 
one incorrect insertion, and 
will only credit customer for 
one insertion.

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALEMISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-874-2257

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW, USED  
SCRATCH & DENT

• Refrigerators • Freezers 
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

11222020No. 1128  (Nov. 27, 2022)

ANTIQUES WANTED: I 
pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, I’m 
interested in looking! Call 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.com

307  307  
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper -$3 
per Bundle. End Roll- Cost 
Depends on Weight of 
Roll. Available Monday-
Friday 815-562-4171(8AM-
NOON ONLY) Rochelle 
News Leader.  

SPLIT firewood for sale. 
Contact 779-251-0254. 
(12-17-22)

405  405  
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation or 
discrimination. We will 
not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of 
the law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

501  501  
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

ROCHELLE: Large North 
Side 2-BEDROOM. Free 
heat and water. No Pets. 
815-919-9015. (12-04-22)

101  101  
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking for 
money in advance.

105  105  
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking for 
money in advance.”

113  113  
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone can’t 
ask you to pay for credit 
before you get it. For more 
information, call toll-free 
1-877-FTC-HELP. A public 
service message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119  119  
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking for 
money in advance.”

127  127  
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

Furman’s Lawn Care and 
Tree Work. Fall clean up, 
gutters and more. Fully 
insured. In business 
since 1999. Rochelle and 
surrounding areas. Call 
Jeremy Furman at 815-
761-9619. Please leave a 
message, will return call 
ASAP.

201  201  
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, unless 
licensed or holding a 
permit as a childcare 
facility, may cause 
to be published any 
advertisement soliciting 
a child care service. A 
childcare facility that is 
licensed or operating 
under a permit issued by 
the Illinois Department 
of Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any parent 
or guardian to verify the 
validity of the license of 
any facility before placing 
a child in it’s care.

301  301  
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & Local 
Advertising, Oak Icebox, 
Iron Door Stop and 
Antique Lighting… Call 
Dick Harms at 815-562-
2928 or email dickharms@
hotmail.com

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE
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You can’t beat this  

holiday gift deal!

* Offer expires December 31, 2022

211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle, IL 61068 211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle, IL 61068 
815.562.4171 | www.rochellenews-leader.com815.562.4171 | www.rochellenews-leader.com

Start or Renew a 52-Week 
News-Leader 

Subscription for just 

$139*
and receive a Rotary 

Cash Calendar 

FREE!
(a $159  total value!)

GET TWO GREAT GIFTS 

IN ONE BUY!

WEDNESDAY

55 33
HIGH

KNOW IT 

TODAY

Rochelle VFW 

gets donations

The Rochelle VFW Post 

3878 received donations 

from the Rotary Club and 

the RACF. Page 7

WEATHER

LOW

• RONALD ‘SOD’ WILLIAM 

DAVIDSON
• DAISY A. RUSSELL

• JAMES ‘JIM’ SHEEHY 

 
                         

See page 4

OBITUARIES

• ALDI
• FARM & FLEET 
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Hub football 

team celebrates 

Senior Night 

                   SEE SPORTS

Down Range 

receives city 

facade grant 
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THURSDAY

57 32
HIGH LOW

FRIDAY

60 36
HIGH LOW

SATURDAY

63 34
HIGH LOW

Today’s RNL issue

sponsored by 

Community 

Unity
member:

Vol. 103 • No. 52
900 N. 2nd St.

815-562-2181

 LOCAL NEWS...  LOCAL VIEWS                   
        WEDNESDAY, OCT. 26, 2022                              $

1.25

Today’s RNL issue

sponsored by 

Community 

Unity
member:

227 E. Illinois Route 38

815-562-8706

BY JEFF HELFRICH

MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The 

Rochelle City Council 

approved a consultant ser-

vices agreement with Han-

son Professional Services 

Inc. for work on the acqui-

sition of property adjoining 

the Rochelle Municipal 

Airport/Koritz Field. 

The property in ques-

tion is currently owned by 

Large Car Rebuilders Inc., 

and the city is on the third 

step of a 20-step process 

to acquire it. The lengthy 

process is due to state and 

federal requirements that 

deal with airport real estate 

acquisition.
The federal government 

will pay for $23,400 of the 

work by Hanson Profes-

sional Services, the state 

will pay for $1,300 and the 

city’s portion is $1,300. 

See AIRPORT pg 5

BY JEFF HELFRICH

MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — No 

injuries or charges re-

sulted from a two-hour 

police standoff situation 

on Saturday evening in 

Rochelle at a home in 

the 200 block of School 

Avenue, Rochelle Police 

Chief Eric Higby said. 

Police were called to 

the home around 5:30 p.m. 

“A couple at this resi-

dence had a nonphysical 

argument,” Higby said. 

“The male, who has a valid 

FOID card, started walk-

ing around at one point 

with a handgun. Some of 

the other family members 

there and the female left. 

The male was left with a 

child. The female called us 

and that’s how we got in-

volved. Our officers made 

contact with the male. He 

said nothing was going 

on and we could see via 

FaceTime that the child 

was OK.”
Higby said the male 

refused to come out of the 

home to talk with police 

and “out of an abundance 

of caution” the area tac-

tical team was activated 

and a large response was 

No injuries or charges after police standoff

Large response from Rochelle PD, Sheriff’s Office and state police

seen from RPD, the Ogle 

County Sheriff’s Office, 

Illinois State Police and 

Rochelle Fire Department. 

After talking with the 

Ogle County Sheriff’s 

Office negotiator, the male 

subject eventually came 

out of the home and was 

taken into custody and 

transported to Rochelle 

Community Hospital for 

an evaluation. The child 

in the home was reunited 

with their mother. 

“He didn’t make any 

threats or threaten to hurt 

anyone,” Higby said. “It 

was a man in his own 

home with a FOID card 

carrying a weapon, which 

isn’t illegal. We couldn’t 

identify a criminal act. 

There are no charges filed 

at this time. We had a lot of 

response. But when there’s 

a child involved, we use 

an abundance of caution.” 

No injuries or charges resulted from a two-hour police standoff situation on Saturday evening in Rochelle at a 

home in the 200 block of School Avenue, Rochelle Police Chief Eric Higby said. 

(COURTESY PHOTO)

City working 

to acquire 
property

COME SEE YOUR FR  ENDS

Brent Ohlinger

Community President

NMLS#454385

David Eckhardt

Vice President/Loan Officer

NMLS#454387

304 EAST HIGHWAY 38

ROCHELLE 

firststatebank.biz l 815.562.2200 

Best Local Bank

Best Lender

Best Financial Planner

We are proud to be voted Ogle County’s 

BY JEFF HELFRICH

MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — At its 

meeting Monday, the Ro-

chelle City Council heard 

a presentation on its 2022 

tax levy by City Manager 

Jeff Fiegenschuh. 

The state requires cities 

like Rochelle to annually 

adopt and file a property 

tax levy ordinance on or 

before the last Tuesday in 

December. 
Last year, the city’s 

e q u a l i z e d  a s s e s s e d 

valuation (EAV) was 

$268,100,764 and its 

property tax rate was 

1.043070 per $100 of 

EAV. The city collect-

ed $2,796,479 in prop-

erty taxes. For 2022, 

Ogle County has esti-

mated the city’s EAV at 

$281,938,536 which is 

an increase of over $13 

million.
During the meeting, 

Fiegenschuh suggested 

the city adopt an in-

crease of two percent 

($2,849,772 total collect-

ed in property taxes) for 

the upcoming year, which 

is below the maximum 

increase it’s allowed of 

three percent. Based on 

the estimated EAV, the 

Council discusses tax levy
Contract for Route 38 street lights approved

tax rate would decrease 

.032292 per $100 EAV 

for the two percent option.

Nobody on the council 

objected to moving for-

ward with the two percent 

option. 
“I appreciate that we’re 

not constantly going to the 

maximum if there isn’t a 

need for it,” Councilwom-

an Kate Shaw-Dickey 

said. “I think it’s nice for 

people to hear that we’re 

trying to be responsible 

with the dollars and not 

doing the maximum just 

because we can. I appre-

ciate that we’re only levy-

ing for what we need.”

Fiegenschuh said the 

city has seen a steady 

increase in EAV since 

2014. Sales tax collec-

tions have been up “pretty 

significantly” for the city 

lately and Rochelle is “not 

as reliant” on property 

taxes as a lot of other 

communities are, he said. 

With the two percent 

increase, a Rochelle home 

with a market value of 

$100,000 will see a de-

crease in city property 

taxes from $347.69 in 

2021 to $336.93. 

“The city does a fantas-

tic job of where we levy,” 

Fiegenschuh said. “We 

don’t levy the maximum 

amount. We really try to 

keep room in case there’s 

ever an emergency. We’ll 

actually have a decrease 

in the city’s overall levy 

and the amount people 

pay towards the city 

property tax. I think we’re 

about 13 percent of the 

overall property tax that 

people pay in Rochelle.” 

See CITY page 5

At its meeting Monday, the Rochelle City Council heard a presentation on its 2022 

tax levy by City Manager Jeff Fiegenschuh. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
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WINTER SURVIVAL

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2209503

Get a quote today
What if help was around the corner?

Schaefer Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Terri Schaefer, Agent
603 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7063
Mon-Friday 8:30am to 5:00pm
Evening and Saturday
by appointment.

SUMMER and fall 
can stake their 
claim as road trip 

season, and even devoted 
drivers may admit that 
winter is generally a less 
desirable time to take to the 
open road. The elements 
factor heavily into that 
reputation, as fewer hours 
of daylight, snow and ice 
are just some of the vari-
ables that can make it less 
enjoyable, and potentially 
more dangerous, to drive 
in winter.

In anticipation of ad-
verse driving conditions, 
vehicle owners can take 
various steps to prepare 
their cars and trucks for 
winter.

Upgrade your wiper 
blades. Perhaps nothing 
is compromised more than 
visibility when driving in 
winter compared to other 
times of year. Snow makes 
it hard to see when driving, 
but fewer hours of daylight 
also can affect visibility. In 
fact, the Insurance Insti-
tute for Highway Safety 
reports that approximately 
half of all fatal crashes 
occur between 6 p.m. and 
6 a.m., even though the 
number of drivers on the 
road during those hours is 
considerably lower than 
it is during the daytime. 

The difficulty of driving 
at night is even more sig-
nificant when wiper blades 
are not up to the task of 
keeping rain and snow off 
drivers’ windshields. Prior 
to winter, inspect wiper 
blades and upgrade them, 
if necessary. Streaks left on 
a windshield are a telltale 
sign that blades need to be 
replaced.

Purchase winter tires. 
Winter tires may not be 
necessary in regions with 
relatively mild winters. 
However, drivers accus-
tomed to winters marked 
by heavy snowfall and/or 
icy roads should consider 
replacing their existing 
tires with winter tires. 
Many newer vehicles 
are now equipped with 
all-season tires, which 
the tire experts at Bridge-
stone note provide great 
performance but are not 
designed to handle ex-
treme winter conditions 
like snow and ice. Winter 
tires are specially designed 
to handle such conditions, 
making them a worthy in-
vestment for drivers who 
live in regions where it’s 
not unusual to encounter 
snow and ice throughout 
the winter.

Study up on your en-
gine oil. Some vehicle 

How to prepare your car for the winter

manufacturers recom-
mend different grades 
of oil depending on the 
range of temperatures a 
car or truck will be driven 
in. The owner’s manual 
will likely indicate if the 
manufacturer recommends 
using a different type of en-
gine oil in especially cold 

temperatures. Even if the 
manual does not include 
such a suggestion, drivers 
can seek the advice of a 
local mechanic.

Schedule a pre-winter 
tuneup. Even if a vehicle 
is not due for a tuneup, 
it can be wise to have it 
looked over by a local 

mechanic before the arrival 
of harsh winter weather. A 
mechanic can check the 
radiator, hoses and other 
components that could be 
affected by especially cold 
weather in the months to 
come. If any issues are 
found, address them im-
mediately. After all, it’s 

better to be proactive than 
leave yourself vulnerable 
to breakdowns or other 
issues once the mercury 
drops.

As fall gives way to 
winter, drivers can take 
steps to keep their cars 
running strong and safe in 
the months ahead.

MANY chang-
es are to be 
expected as 

fall gives way to winter. 
Temperatures drop for 
much of the country, and 
depending on where one 
lives, snow, wind and ice 
are to be expected. 

As beautiful as snow-
covered landscapes can 
be, winter presents unique 
hazards, notably slippery 
roads and surfaces. Chilly 
temperatures also can 
put people at risk if they 
spend prolonged periods 
outdoors unprotected. 

According to the insur-
ance company Carsur-
ance, more than 156,000 
crashes occur annually 
due to icy roads. Roughly 
17 percent of all vehicle 
crashes happen in winter 
conditions. Winter haz-
ards are not exclusive to 
driving, however. That 
means winter safety in-
volves a consideration of 
a host of factors.

While slippery surfaces 
may contribute to some 
accidents, visibility can 
quickly change with win-
ter weather. Blowing snow 
can contribute to whiteout 
conditions. In addition, 
fog can be hazardous 
to drivers, aviators and 
mariners and contributes 
to thousands of travel ac-

Four factors to consider to maintain winter safety
cidents every year, advises 
the National Weather Ser-
vice. It’s important to slow 
down, leave plenty of dis-
tance, use your low-beam 
headlights, and recognize 
when it may be safest to 
pull over, such as when 
visibility is significantly 
compromised.

Shoveling snow or us-
ing a snowblower are com-
mon wintertime activities. 
Yet strenuous levels of ac-
tivity in cold temperatures 
could put people at risk of 
heart attack, particularly if 
they are not acclimated to 
physical activity. Always 
warm up prior to shoveling 
snow to prepare the body 
for exercise. Go slowly 
and take frequent breaks. 
Avoid twisting and tossing 
snow over your shoulder, 
which can contribute to 

back injuries.
Winter weather means 

turning up the heat or do-
ing more indoor cooking. 
Carbon monoxide is pro-
duced through the burning 
of fuel in various forms, 
including stoves, engines, 
gas ranges, portable gen-
erators, and grills. The 
National Safety Council 
says carbon monoxide is 
an odorless, colorless gas 
that can go undetected as 
it builds up in enclosed 
spaces. Never warm up the 
car inside of a contained 
garage. Do not use portable 
flameless chemical heaters 
indoors, and have furnac-
es, water heaters and other 
fuel-burning appliances 
checked and serviced by 
a qualified technician an-
nually. Be sure that carbon 
monoxide alarms are on 

every floor of the home, 
and take it seriously if the 
alarm goes off.

Black ice is a common 
winter foe. Black ice forms 
when temperatures rise 
above freezing during the 
day, melting any snow 
on the ground and caus-
ing surfaces to become 
wet. If the temperature 
drops once more while 
the ground is wet, a thin, 
transparent sheet of ice can 
form. Black ice also may 
occur if moisture in the 
air condenses and forms 
dew or fog, and then the 
temperature drops below 
freezing, says the National 
Weather Service. Black 
ice gets its name because 
it looks black on asphalt 
roads. However, it also 
can form on sidewalks 
and overpasses, or spots 

shaded by trees or other 
objects. Slowing down 
and exercising extreme 
caution are essential.

Winter is a beautiful 
season. But it can be just 
as hazardous as it is awe-
inspiring.

Jacob
Schneider
Owner-Operator
ASE Certified

Christie Gabriel
Service Advisor
Office Manager

424 1/2 E. Lincoln Hwy. • DeKalb

(815)756-6246
11282022

Your NAPA Auto Care Center

Dana Doty
Retired

James E. Supancic Insurance

516 Lincoln Ave., Rochelle
815-562-7552

www.spudinsurance.com

Hours
Mon.-Fri. 9am-5pm
Sat. 9am-12 Noon

Call “Spud” for all your insurance needs...James E. “Spud” Supancic

We carry a wide variety of insurance providers  
including Mexico Insurance
Auto • Home • Life • Health 
License, Title and Stickers

James E. “Spud”
Supancic

JAMES E.
“SPUD” SUPANCIC

SUPANCIC INSURANCE

33 Years

All lines of insurance: Commercial, 
Home, Auto, Life, Health

License and Title Service
License Renewal Stickers

Open Monday-Friday 9am-5pm
Saturday 9am-12 noon

516 Lincoln Hwy.
Rochelle

815-562-7552

www.spudinsurance.org

04
11

20
17

11
28

20
22

219 N 7th Street, DeKalb

815-756-5722
Hours: Monday - Friday 8-5, Saturday 8-12, Sunday Closed

Check for both winter and holiday hours.
11162020

New 
snowblowers 
available at...

TORO.com


