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Editor’s note: The Amboy 
News will be publishing a 
series of articles on veterans 
who served during World 
War II. These heroes are part 
of Amboy’s history and it is 
our honor to publish these 
articles so you can learn 
about their service to our 
country. This article was 
researched by Jack Mead and 
Tom Dempsey, and written by 
Dempsey.

QM1 Everett 
Eugen Burns

A Look Back At Amboy’s Heroes Who 
Served During World War II

On Aug. 30, 1912, 
Everett Eugene 
was born the only 

son to John and Ann Healy 
Burns of Amboy. Mr. Burns 
was employed at the Colson 
Clothing Company which 
had opened in Amboy in 
1911. By January of 1925, 

John Burns had purchased 
the business which he re-
named John T. Burns & Son 
Clothier Outfitter for Men, 
perhaps with the intention 
that Everett would grow up 
to operate the store in years 
to follow. 

Indeed Everett did follow 
that path. After completing 

his education at Amboy High 
School, Everett attended and 
graduated from Dr. Scholl’s 
Training School of Master 
Shoe Fitting in 1940 while 
working in the store alongside 
his parents. 

In the autumn of that same 
year Everett stopped by the 
First National Bank in Am-
boy to register for the military 
draft, now that it was required 
even during peacetime. If life 
seemed to be steady and on-
course for the Burns Family, 
theirs and the lives of most 
Americans would take an un-

expected turn after the events 
at Pearl Harbor in December 
of 1941. During June of 1942, 
Everett enlisted in the U.S. 
Naval Reserve as a Seaman 
First Class, and on Feb. 15, 
1943 he boarded the LST-460 
bound for duty in the South 
Pacific. By November of 
1944, Everett was promoted 
to Quartermaster 1st Class 
with duties critical to the 
ship’s navigation.

The LST-460 was a newly 
commissioned tank landing 
ship, critical for landing tanks 
ashore and transporting jeeps 

and other heavy equipment 
as well as stores of gasoline. 
Petty Officer 1st Class Ev-
erett Burns and the LST-460 
participated in operations in 
the Solomon Islands during 
June, 1943, the New Georgia 
Island Campaign in August, 
1943, Hollandia in April of 
1944, and the New Guinea 
and Leyte operations later 
that same year.

See BURNS page A3

GIVING PUMP
Amboy Shell hosted Giving 

pumps on #3 and #4. During 
the months of September and 
October, they donated 1 cent 
per gallon pumped. Amboy 
Education Foundation was 
chosen as the charity the 
money was donated to - to 
help out our kiddos. A total of 
$760.99 was donated. Pictured 
above is Mark Becker from the 
Amboy Education Foundation 
and  Tab i tha  Berogan , 
manager of Amboy Shell. 
Tabitha said, their customers 
are truly amazing and they 
would wait for those pumps 
to be available to use just so 
their gallons pumped counted 
towards a good cause. Thank 
you from the staff at Shell 
in Amboy and Johnson Oil 
Company.

Courtesy photo

It was a busy night for the Village of Sublette on Sunday, as the village rang in the 
holidays during its annual Christmas Walk. The event kicked off with Starlight Dancer 
performing in the Ellice Dinges Center to a packed crowd. Children got to sit and visit 
with Santa. Vendors had displays in the classrooms at the Ellice Dinges Center. Sublette’s 
downtown businesses were open and hosted events. The lighted Christmas parade was 
led by Santa riding on the Sublette fire truck. The parade ended downtown where Santa 
then lit the village Christmas tree. 

Photos by Tonja Greenfield

CHRISTMAS IN THE VILLAGE

Larry and Rose Leffelman participated in the Lighted Christmas Parade in Sublette 
on Sunday evening. They displayed a lighted goose for Leffelman and Associates.

Photos by Tonja Greenfield

BY GEORGE HOWE
Amboy News Reporter
AMBOY — Quite often 

we get caught up with the 
everyday responsibilities of 
life. The Christmas season 
gives us an opportunity to 
briefly pause to give thanks 
and reach out to assist those 
who are less fortunate. 
For the parishioners of St. 
Patrick’s Church here in 
Amboy, the giving is year-
round. Barb Harrison and her 
reliable staff of volunteers 
at the food pantry housed in 
the basement of the church 
since 1998, provide essen-
tials to over 70 individuals 
throughout the community 
on the third Wednesday of 
every month. 

Harrison, a successful 
business owner in town, 
first got involved five years 
ago when she saw a posting 
in the church guide looking 
for someone to run the pantry 
and didn’t hesitate. 

“I enjoy helping people 
and giving back,” she shared. 

“It’s part of my catholic up-
bringing.”  Harrison’s duties 
include procuring the entire 
products that is distributed as 
well as heading to the Sauk 

Valley Food Bank in Sterling 
several times a month, and 
coordinating with pantry 
bookkeeper Carol Prunty. 

A Time of Extra Giving

Be sure to enter this year’s Amboy 
Christmas Lights Contest

BY BRANDON LACHANCE
Amboy News Reporter
AMBOY — We see lights everyday. In 

our homes. Outside of our homes. In and out 
of businesses. In schools. On our vehicles. 
Signs. Games. Phones. Computers. The list 
could keep going, going, going, and going.

But none of the other lights compare to 
Christmas lights.

“I was on the Amboy Chamber of Com-
merce for years when I first bought The Main 
Flower Shop in 2003,” said Cindy Shaw, who 
owns the flower shop with her husband, Jeff. 
“The town doesn’t have a chamber anymore 

and we used to always do a light contest 
through the chamber. It was always fun for 
the community. I just decided to bring it 
back, especially after the pandemic to make 
people happy.

“Everyone likes Christmas lights, they 
make us happy. I just wanted to bring some-
thing back to make people happy over the 
holidays,” Shaw said.

The light contest started Dec. 1 and will 
run through Dec. 14.
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815-284-3371
Your Home for COVID-19 

Information, 
Resources & Response... 

And So Much More!
Grant funds were provided for this project by IDPH

Blue Mass

12072022

The Knights of ColumbusThe Knights of Columbus  from Council 
#8277 are sponsoring a  Blue MassBlue Mass  for all for all 
the living and deceased members of our the living and deceased members of our 
Local Fire DepartmentsLocal Fire Departments  andand  Local Police Local Police 
OfficersOfficers..    
The MassThe Mass  will be atwill be at  Our Lady of Our Lady of 

Perpetual Help ChurchPerpetual Help Church  in Sublettein Sublette  at at 
11:00 am on Saturday, December 10th11:00 am on Saturday, December 10th
Come and help us say,Come and help us say,  “thank You”“thank You”  to to 

God for gifting us with theirGod for gifting us with their  protectionprotection  
as we celebrateas we celebrate  the Eucharistthe Eucharist  at thisat this  Blue Blue 
MassMass..

Brian Florschuetz

344 US Rt. 52, Sublette, IL
815-849-9090

Email: sublettecollisioncenter@yahoo.com

Collision? Hail? 
Critters?

WE ARE THE BEST PART 
OF A BAD SITUATION

WE ARE THE BEST PART 
OF A BAD SITUATION

Professional auto body services 
at affordable prices

Quality. Convenience. Reliability.

Our goal is your satisfaction. 10262016

Anticipating the Quadruple Coming of Christ
The Forty Hours Devotion will be the highlight of this year’s Advent Retreat:                    
Anticipating the Quadruple Coming of Christ.  All three of our Churches will sponsor 
hours of Adoration as we express our gratitude to God the Father for sending His Son, our 
Lord,  Jesus Christ, to break the gates of Hell, walk for 40 hours through an enormously 
large city, and steal the good souls for His Father’s Kingdom.  The hours of Adoration will 
be:

Forty Hours Devotion
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church

Wednesday, December 14th 9:00am to 9:00pm
Thursday, December 15th 9:00am to 9:00pm

St. Patrick Church 
Friday, December 16th 8:30am to 6:30pm

St. Mary of the Assumption Church
 Saturday, December 17th 9:00am to 3:00pm

A retreat talk will be given during the first hour of Adoration on the 14th, 16th, and 
17th; and this talk will be repeated the last hour of Adoration on the same evenings. 
On Thursday, we will have our Communal Penance Service at 6:30pm in Sublette.  
There will be several priests available to hear our Advent Confession, so that we may 
prepare our hearts for Christmas!

WWW.OLPHMARYSTPATRICK.COM 

AMBOY — Ryan Dick-
inson, son of Laura Dickin-
son and Dan Dickinson, has 
been named the Amboy High 
School Student of the Month 
for December.

GPA: 3.2 
Memberships and In-

volvement: “I am a 4 year 
member of the cross country 
team and baseball team.”                       

Awards and Honors: “I’ve 
been on the honor roll every 
year of high school. I also 
received varsity letters in 
baseball and cross country.” 

Best Memories of AHS: 
“I think my most memora-
ble moment was making it 
to state in cross country my 
junior year. It was an amaz-
ing experience to be a part 
of such a successful team.” 

Future Plans: “I plan on 
attending Augustana Col-
lege. I am currently undecid-
ed on what I want to study.”

Dickinson 
named 
AHS 
December 
Student of 
the Month

Ryan Dickinson

RECYCLE! 
RECYCLE!
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815-882-2111

Winter Weather 
is Here!

Call Grasser for your 
Furnace Check & Clean!

We specialize in 
KEEPING YOUR HOME 

COMFORTABLE 
year-round!

404 W. Main St., McNabb, IL • www.grassersplumbingheating.com
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Mary Lovgren 
Realtor/Broker
815-994-1449

1002 8th Ave., Rock Falls $65,999  
A large corner lot is what this listing boasts of! This 3 bedroom home 
includes a main floor full bathroom and laundry room. A sunporch to 
enjoy a morning cup of coffee. Beautiful woodwork in the living room 
which features a lovely wooden staircase. Call for a showing today.

Any type of property 
- any time of year 

(815)849-5476

GREEN RIVER 
CHIROPRACTIC
Dr. Colin Baker, D.C. - CCSP®

Kids - Family - Athletes - Auto Accidents - Worker’s Comp

Keep your health flowing with chiropractic care!

“Trust in Tomorrow.” and “Grinnell Mutual” are registered trademarks of Grinnell Mutual 
Reinsurance Company. © Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance Company, 2020.

A BRIGHT TOMORROW IS A GIFT
We wish you and all you hold dear a Merry Christmas. We couldn’t 
ask for a better gift than your trust. Trust in Tomorrow.®

We wish you and all you hold dear a 
Merry Christmas. We couldn’t ask for a 
better gift than your trust.

Trust in Tomorrow.®
“Trust in Tomorrow.” and “Grinnell Mutual” are 
 registered trademarks of Grinnell Mutual 
Reinsurance Company. © Grinnell Mutual 
Reinsurance Company, 2020.

Our Family Protecting Your FamilyOur Family Protecting Your Family

12072020

Chris Klein

Chris 
Says...

A BRIGHT TOMORROW 
IS A GIFT

Aerobics
We will be having Aerobics on Tuesday and Thursday. 

Everyone is invited to gather at Teen Turf on Tuesday morn-
ings at 10 a.m. for group chair exercises and walking. They 
have a great time together.

Afterschool program
You must call 815-857-4800 to be put on. If you are not 

registered, please do not send your child without speaking 
with us.  

Christmas Walk
Come see us Saturday, Dec. 10, from 4-7 p.m. where you 

can make a wreath and do some economical shopping. Hope 
to see you there.

Thank You’s
We are always grateful for those that assist Teen Turf in 

it’s endeavor of helping people: Carol Ely for the Kleenex 
and paper plates and bedding; Martha Henley; Shady Oaks 
Golf for the drinks and chips and Kristine Koch Welker for 
delivering them; Sandy Draper for the monetary donation; 
Nathan and Dezarae Haley family for the meat; Terry and 
Jane Garland for the trees and Pac-Play, and Sid Thomas for 
the stickers and cake.  

Needs
Paper plates 

Final Word
This prayer is for Fran Kessel, who was instrumental in 

helping Teen Turf be successful for so many years. May she 
help us serve our community from up above:

God of all comfort, please be near us today. Let your 
strong presence be felt now and in the coming days. The 
grief of losing our loved one is so heavy on our heart and 
mind. We pray that you would come and comfort us. Wrap us 
up in your tender love. It pains us to lose someone so close 
to our hearts. We struggle to understand, but we know that 
you’ve seen all this in times past. And in your wisdom, you 
have chosen to take our beloved friend at this time and in 
this way. Embrace us, O God, and speak words of assurance 
and comfort by the Holy Spirit. Amen.

REMINDER:  No grave 
blankets allowed in St. Pat-
rick’s cemetery in Amboy.  
They will be removed, if 
necessary.

DIXON-The Lee Coun-
ty Health Department will 
have Immunization Clinics 
for Children and Adults by 
appointment only. Call 815-
284-3371 to make an appoint-
ment or for information on 
other services available. You 
may also visit the website at 
www.lchd.com for a list of 
services available.

LEE CENTER TWP-
The Lee Center Township 
meeting will be held at 8 
p.m. on Thursday, Dec. 8, at 
the Township Building, 2202 
Shaw Rd., Amboy.

S U B L E T T E -  T h e 
Knights of Columbus from 
Council #8277 are sponsor-
ing a Blue Mass for all the liv-
ing and deceased members of 
our Local Fire Departments 
and Local Police Offificers. 
The Mass will be at Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help Church 
in Sublette at 11 a.m., on 
Saturday, Dec. 10. Come and 
help us say, “thank You” to 
God for gifting us with their 
protection as we celebrate the 
Eucharist at this Blue Mass.

AMBOY- The 2022 Am-
boy Christmas Walk will be 
bringing back the Holiday 
Trolley, Santa’s Village, 
horse and wagon rides, mu-
sical entertainment and much 
more. This year’s event will 
be held from 4-7 p.m., on 
Saturday, Dec. 10, through-
out Amboy.

DIXON- The American 
Red Cross will hold a Blood 
Drive from 1  - 6 p.m., on 
Monday, Dec. 12, at Amer-
ican Legion, 1120 W. First 
St., Dixon. Call the Red 
Cross at 800-733-2767 or 
visit RedCrossBlood.org 
to make an appointment to 
donate. Download the Blood 
Donor App.

AMBOY-The Amboy Li-
ons Club will meet at 6 p.m. at 
the Community Center, 280 
W. Wasson Rd., on Monday, 
Dec. 12. Anyone interested 
in joining or wants more in-
formation on the Lions Club 
is invited to attend.

SUBLETTE-The Sub-
lette Village Board will meet 
at 7  p.m. on Monday, Dec. 12, 
at the Ellice Dinges Center, 
202 S. West St., Sublette.

SUBLETTE- The Amer-
ican Red Cross will hold 
a Blood Drive from 1  - 6 
p.m., on Tuesday, Dec. 13, at 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Parish, 202 South Locust 
St., Sublette. Call the Red 
Cross at 800-733-2767 or 
visit RedCrossBlood.org 
to make an appointment to 
donate. Download the Blood 
Donor App.

EAST GROVE TWP-
The East Grove Township 
Board will meet at 7:30 p.m. 
on Tuesday, Dec. 13, at the 
East Grove Township Hall.

SUBLETTE- For ty 
Hours Devotion will be the 
highlight of this year’s Ad-
vent Retreat: Anticipating the 

Quadruple Coming of Christ. 
All three of the Churches will 
sponsor hours of Adoration as 
we express our gratitude to 
God the Father for sending 
His Son, our Lord, Jesus 
Christ, to break the gates 
of Hell, walk for 40 hours 
through an enormously large 
city, and steal the good souls 
for His Father’s Kingdom.  
The hours of Adoration will 
be Wednesday, Dec. 14, at 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. and 
Thursday, Dec. 15, at Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help from 
9 a.m. to 9 p.m. A retreat 
talk will be given during the 
first hour of Adoration on 
the 14th; and this talk will 
be repeated the last hour of 
Adoration on the same eve-
nings. On Thursday, we will 
have our Communal Penance 
Service at 6:30 p.m. in Sub-
lette. There will be several 
priests available to hear our 
Advent Confession, so that 
we may prepare our hearts 
for Christmas.

AMBOY-The Amboy 
Township meeting will be 
held at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, 
Dec. 14, at the township 
building, 106 S. Prospect. 

MAY TWP-The May 
Township meeting will be 
held at 6:30 p.m. on Wednes-
day, Dec. 14, at the township 
maintenance building.

AMBOY- The Amboy 
CUSD School Board will 
meet at 7 p.m., Thursday, 
Dec. 15, at Amboy Junior 
High School.

WEST BROOKLYN- 
Forty Hours Devotion will 
be the highlight of this year’s 
Advent Retreat: Anticipat-
ing the Quadruple Coming 
of Christ. All three of the 
Churches will sponsor hours 
of Adoration as we express 
our gratitude to God the Fa-
ther for sending His Son, our 
Lord, Jesus Christ, to break 
the gates of Hell, walk for 40 
hours through an enormously 
large city, and steal the good 
souls for His Father’s King-
dom. The hours of Adoration 
will be Friday, Dec. 16 at St. 
Patrick Church from 8:30 
a.m. to 6:30 p.m. A retreat 
talk will be given during the 
first hour of Adoration on 
the 16th; and this talk will 
be repeated the last hour of 
Adoration on the same eve-
nings. There will be several 
priests available to hear our 
Advent Confession, so that 
we may prepare our hearts 
for Christmas.

MAYTOWN-  For ty 
Hours Devotion will be the 
highlight of this year’s Ad-
vent Retreat: Anticipating the 
Quadruple Coming of Christ. 
All three of the Churches will 
sponsor hours of Adoration as 
we express our gratitude to 
God the Father for sending 
His Son, our Lord, Jesus 
Christ, to break the gates 
of Hell, walk for 40 hours 
through an enormously large 
city, and steal the good souls 
for His Father’s Kingdom. 
The hours of Adoration will 
be F Saturday, Dec. 17 at 
St. Mary of the Assumption 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. A retreat 
talk will be given during the 
first hour of Adoration on 
the 17th; and this talk will 

be repeated the last hour of 
Adoration on the same eve-
nings. There will be several 
priests available to hear our 
Advent Confession, so that 
we may prepare our hearts 
for Christmas.

AMBOY-The Amboy 
American Legion will meet 

Monday, Dec. 19, at 6 p.m., 
at the Old NAPA Building, 
399 N Metcalf, Amboy.

AMBOY-The City of 
Amboy Council will meet at 
6 p.m. on Monday, Dec 19, at 
the Community Center, 280 
W. Wasson Rd.

Email calendar items to 
tgreenfield@

amboynews.com

On the evening of Dec. 19, 1944, the LST-460 left Leyte 
Gulf as part of a mission to resupply U.S. forces on Mindoro 
Island, also in the Philippines. On Dec. 21, air attacks com-
menced while the group of Navy ships was in the Sulu Sea. 
At 1700, PO1 Burns’ LST ship picked up enemy planes on 
radar bearing 350 degrees, 36 miles away. As these planes 
reached the convoy, three ships were hit by kamikaze attacks. 
The LST-460 was struck in the center and was soon burning 
from end to end with large explosions on deck and below. 
Some crew members were blown into the water while others 
managed to abandoned ship before it sank. In all, 27 crew 
were later reported missing and were never recovered.

During early January 1945, John and Ann Burns received 
official word that their only son Everett was reported missing 
in action near Mindoro Island on the previous Dec. 21. As 
per custom, Petty Officer Burns was officially declared dead 
one year after his loss at sea. Today, along with 36,286 fel-
low soldiers and sailors, the name of Everett Eugene Burns 
is listed on the Tablets of the Missing at Manila American 
Cemetery in the Philippines.

Posted in the Dixon Evening Telegraph by Everett’s par-
ents two years after his death, this memoriam pays tribute 
to his heroism:

“We have only your memory, dear son
To remember our whole life through.
But the sweetness will last forever,
As we treasure the memory of you.”
Citations:
Purple Heart
Combat Action Ribbon
World War II Victory Medal
American Campaign Medal
Navy Presidential Unit Citation
Navy Good Conduct Medal
Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal
Navy Expeditionary Medal

Federal REAL ID 
Deadline Extended to 
May 7, 2025

SPRINGFIELD — Illinois Secretary of State Jesse White 
announced that the U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
(DHS) has extended the federal REAL ID deadline an addi-
tional two years, from May 3, 2023, to May 7, 2025. With 
this extension, current standard Illinois driver’s licenses or 
ID cards will continue to be accepted at airports for domestic 
air travel until May 7, 2025. 

Illinoisans interested in applying for a REAL ID are en-
couraged to visit REALID.ilsos.gov and use the interactive 
document checklist. This checklist is designed to help ensure 
REAL ID applicants gather all the documents required by 
the federal government to obtain a REAL ID before visiting 
a Driver Services facility. First-time REAL ID applicants are 
required by DHS to visit a Driver Services facility in person.

As of Dec. 1, 2022, the Illinois Secretary of State’s office 
has issued more than 3 million REAL IDs.
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Frances M. Kessel
April 6, 1941 - Dec. 2, 2022

The Following 
Community 
Businesses 

Sponsor Area 
Church News:

Sensient  Flavors,  LLC.
815-857-3691

First National Bank 
in Amboy

Member F.D.I.C.
815- 857-3625

Mihm-Jones Funeral 
Home

815-857-2611

Vaessen Brothers
 Chevrolet  

815-849-5232

KSB Medical Center 
815-857-3044

The Amboy News
815-857-2311

St. Patrick Church
Fr. John Gow

32 N Jones, Amboy 
815-857-2315 • www.stpatrickamboy.org

Masses: Tuesday – Friday Daily Mass 8 am
Saturday 4 pm • Sunday 7:30 am & 10 am

Confessions: Saturday, 3-3:45 pm
Wednesday, 5:30-6:15 pm

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: 
Friday, 8am-5 pm

St. Mary Church
Fr. John Gow

912 Walton Rd., Walton
815-857-2670

Mass: Saturday, 5:30 pm

St. Flannen Church
Fr. John Gow

213 S Second St., Harmon
815-857-2670

Mass: Sunday, 9 am

United First Church of Amboy
Pastor Mark Glenn

East Main & Jefferson
815-440-0745

Sunday Worship - 10:00 a.m.
Bible Study Wednesday 6:00 p.m.

 
 

First Congregational United Church of 
Christ of Lee Center

Pastor Jack M. Briggs
1140 Inlet Road, Lee Center
www.LeeCenter-UCC.org

Phone 815-732-7032 
Family Worship - 10:30 a.m.  

Grace Fellowship Church
Amboy-Sublette
Pastor Kyle Kelly

500 W. Main Street, Sublette
Sunday School 8:30 a.m.

Worship 10:30 a.m.
www.graceisforyou.com

East Grove Union Church
Pastor Richard Wulf, 815-440-5321

449 Reuter Road, Amboy
Phone 815-376-6661

1/2 Mile East of Route 26 on Union Rd.
Sun., 9:00 a.m. Morning Service
Youth Church, ages 3-Grade 4

10:15 a.m. Sunday School, Ages 3 - Adult
6:00 p.m. Evening Service

Wed., 6:00 p.m. Prayer & Bible Study
First Sunday night of each month, 6:00p.m. 

First Sunday Family Film Night
Fourth Saturday of each month, 6:00p.m.

“Fun & Fellowship Game Night 
for the Whole Family!”

Come as you are and join us on the journey!

 First Baptist Church
Pastor Rocky Fritz

24 N. Mason Avenue
Church Phone 857-2682

www.fbcamboy.com
Sunday School for all ages - 9:30 a.m.

Morning Service - 10:30 a.m.
Evening Service - 6 p.m.

Wed. prayer meeting & Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
King’s Kids program from 6:30-8 p.m. Friday 
Reformers Unanimous addictions program 

from 7-9 p.m.

St. James Evangelical 
Congregational Church
Robert Dunbar., Pastor

US Route 52 & Red Brick Rd.,Dixon
815-288-2447

Sunday 10:45 a.m. Worship 
9:45 a.m. Sunday School

Ladies Bible Study, Wed. 9 a.m.

 St. Mary’s Church – West Brooklyn
Rev. Randy Fronek

Mass - Tuesday & Thursday - 7:30 a.m.
Sunday – 8:45 a.m.

 St. Patrick Church - Maytown
Rev. Randy Fronek
Mass – Friday - 8 a.m.

Sunday - 7 a.m.

Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor Barb Otten
960 U.S. Route 52
Phone 857-2225

Sun. Worship - 9:00 a.m. Fellowship - 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday School - 9:40-10:15 a.m.

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church
Rev. Randy Fronek

Locust Street, Sublette
Phone 815-849-5412

Saturday Mass - 4:00 p.m.
Sunday Mass -10:30 a.m.

Wednesday - 8:00 a.m.
Thursday - 8:30 a.m.

Refuge Church
Pastor John Kalebaugh

Mendota Hills Campground • 642 Rt. 52
Amboy, IL 61310 • 815-849-5930

10 a.m. Sunday, potluck follows

Harmon United Methodist Church
Pastor Leanne Keate

202 N. Grove, Harmon
Phone 359-7302

Worship - 8:30 a.m.

815-539-5142
northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com

Authorized Contractor. NRCA • BBB

Leak-Proof...
Guaranteed!

705 Illinois Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

TF
N

Mae O. Anders
May 30, 1941 - Dec. 2, 2022

AMBOY — Frances M. 
Kessel, 81, of Amboy, died on 
Friday, Dec. 2, 2022 at Mercy 
Health Javon Bea Hospital in 
Rockford. 

She was born on April 6, 
1941 in Amboy, the daughter 
of Philip and Lois (Keelin) 
Haley. Frances worked for 
Beggs Certified Foods from 
1974 to 2002 prior to her 
retirement. She was a life 
long member at St. Patrick 
Catholic Church in Amboy, 
where she taught CCD for 16 
years and faithfully sang and 
played the guitar in the choir. 
She also served on the Teen 
Turf Board as Treasurer for 
11 years and remained as a 
member since 2016, and was 
a member of the “Chicks 
from the Sticks.” 

Frances married Bernard 
C. Kessel on March 26, 
1960 at St. Patrick Catholic 
Church in Amboy. He pre-
ceded her in death on Feb. 
15, 2015. 

She is preceded in death 
by her parents; step father 
Harold Hike; granddaughter 
Amanda Jo; brother John Ha-
ley; sons in law Jack O’Cal-

laghan, Brian Cheshier; and 
brother in law Ronald Laws. 

Frances is survived by 
her children, Angela O’Cal-
laghan, of Bartlett, Amy 
(Jeff) Reed, of Amboy, 
Michele Cheshier, of Rock 
Falls, Michael A. (Patti) 
Kessel, of Littleton, and 
Danette (David) Trupp, of 
Bloomington; 12 grand-
children, Ashley (Jeffrey) 
Bryant, Abigail (Colin) 
Shields, Michael (Michaela) 
Reed, Haley Cheshier, Cath-
erine Cheshier, Christine 
Cheshier, Alyssa (Willy) 
Bender, Joshua (Tiffany) 
Kessel, Levi Kessel, Alex-
andra Kessel, Kaetlin (Cal) 
Urycki, Jared Trupp; seven 
great-grandchildren Everly 
Bryant, Emelia Bryant, Bro-
dy Bryant, Logan Shields, 
Parker Shields, Brentlee 
Kessel, Elsie Mae Urycki; 
one sister, Sharonne Laws 
of Belvidere; one brother, 
Jim Haley of Amboy; and 
many wonderful nieces and 
nephews. 

Funeral service will be 
held at 10:30 a.m., on Friday, 
Dec. 9, 2022, at St. Patrick 

Catholic Church in Amboy. 
Burial will follow at St. 
Patrick Cemetery in Amboy. 
Visitation will be from 4 – 8 
p.m.,. on Thursday, Dec. 8, 
2022, with a saying of the 
Rosary at 7:30 p.m., at the 
Mihm-Jones Funeral Home 
in Amboy and then again 
on Friday, Dec. 9 from 9:30 
to 10:15 a.m., at St. Patrick 
Catholic Church in Amboy. 

A Memorial has been 
established to Teen Turf in 
Amboy. 

Arrangements by the 
Mihm-Jones funeral Home 
in Amboy.

PRINCETON — Mae O. Anders, 81, of 
Princeton, passed away on Friday, Dec. 2, 
2022, in Henry Rehabilitation and Nursing 
Center. 

Interment will be held 12:30 p.m. Wednes-
day in the Abraham Lincoln National Ceme-
tery, Elwood. Arrangements are through the 
Fiocchi-Jensen Funeral Home, Princeton. 
Private online condolences may be left for her 
family at www.FiocchiFuneralHomes.com

Mae was born on May 30, 1941, in Chica-
go, to Maurice and Ruth (Cox) Luxton. She 
worked at Green River Oaks Camping Resort 

in Amboy. She married Richard Anders
She is survived by her children, Greg 

(Andrea) Anders, of Mesa, Ariz., Bonnie 
Anders, of Princeton, Rick (Sonja) Anders, 
of Addison, and Steve (Dale) Anders, of 
Hanover Park; two grandsons, Trever and 
Cooper Anders; and her significant other, 
Bernie Friel, of Amboy.

She is preceded by her husband, Richard; 
and a sister, Ruth Kannenberg.

In lieu of flowers memorials may be di-
rected to The Friends of Strays, Princeton, or 
2nd Hand Ranch and Rescue.

Amboy Community Center
280 W. Wasson Road  • 1-815-963-1609, reservations
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A United Way Agency

Senior Dining Menu
December 7-16

8 oz. of low-fat milk served with each meal
Wednesday – Polish Sausage, sauerkraut, potato wedges, baked beans, chilled applesauce, wgr hot 
dog bun
Thursday – Beefaroni, green beans, corn muffin, apricots
Friday – A). Pepper steak, mashed potatos/gravy, glazed carrots, wgr wheat bread-1, mandarin 
oranges B). Turkey/vegetable
Monday – Hamburger patty, wgr wheat bun, mac and cheese, California blend veggies, diced peaches
Tuesday – BBQ chicken breast, augratin potatoes, seasoned green beans, wgr dinner roll, fruit 
cocktail
Wednesday – Salisbury steak, mashed potato/gravy, brussel sprouts, wgr wheat bread-1, apricots.
Thursday – Sweet and sour meatballs, fluffy rice, blended veggies, wgr dinner roll, diced pears
Friday – A). Tuna noodle casserole, broccoli/carrots, pineapple tidbits, wgr dinner roll B). Chicken 
salad/tomato

Reservations needed
10:00 am day before

Meals served
Mon.-Fri. at 11:00 am

“I communicate with Barb 
to let her know what’s been 
donated and if we have extra 
money to spend,” Prunty 
explained. 

The Archdiocese of Rock-
ford has a yearly grant 
program called the “Rice 
Bowl” that provides funding. 
According to Pastor John 
Gow, the best source of do-
nations are the parishioners 

themselves. 
“It’s such a good feeling 

to see the outpouring of help 
that is provided through the 
fellowship of the church,” 
he said. “When Barb makes 
us aware that we might be 
running short on something, 
we make it known and in a 
very short period of time there 
are shopping bags and boxes 
of goods by our doors. It’s 

great that so many step up.”   
During the holidays, 

turkeys are given away at 
Thanksgiving and a ham 
at Christmas. There is also 
always something a little 
extra in the shopping bags 
that are given out. 

“We try to give a treat or 
something that they wouldn’t 
normally have the money to 
go out and buy,” Harrison 
said.

 The food pantry also pro-
vides learning experiences 
for youngsters to get a sense 
of volunteering. 

“During this time of the 
year I will get calls from par-
ents that want to have their 
children appreciate what they 

have and to learn at an early 
age what it is like to give 
back,” Harrison continued.  

The monthly experience 
for the recipients is all of ten 
minutes but the appreciation 
isn’t lost on Harrison and 
her staff. 

“The look of gratitude on 
their faces is heartwarming 
and fulfilling for all of us. 
It makes it all worthwhile,” 
Harrison said. 

One of the stops on the 
trolley during the Christmas 
Walk on Dec. 10, will be at 
the parish hall where they 
will be selling cookies by 
the pound. Make sure to 
come on in and help with the 
fundraising efforts.

PANTRY continued from page A1

Monetary prizes will be awarded to first place ($100), 
second place ($75), and third place ($50). There will be 
many different areas to judge such as creativity, use of lights, 
color, and more.

Registering for the contest is as easy as a phone call to 
The Main Flower Shop at 815-857-3545.

“You just have to call and give a name, phone number, 
and address. The contest started Dec. 1 and it will run until 
Dec. 14,” Cindy Shaw said. “We will drive to their home and 
judge the lights before Dec. 14. It won’t just be me, there 
will be three or four judges.”

LIGHTS 
continued from page A1

LEE CENTER — A 
gathering of those interested 
in the history of Lee Center 
and the surrounding area will 
be held at Mike Jahn’s Shop 
in Lee Center at 1119 Inlet 
Rd., on Dec. 11, at 1 p.m.

This meeting is open to 
anyone who would like to 
attend. There will be old-time 
Lee Center items on display 
with various books, atlases, 
etc., for viewing, along with 
many pictures from 1890s to 
the 1920s era. There will be 
an hour of socializing and 
discussion. 

At 2 p.m., we will have a 

projector show and program 
on the “Draining of the Inlet 
Swamp,” with some new 
found local photos. They are 
inviting people with knowl-
edge, information or artifacts 
about the swamp project to 
join us. 

Some of the main focus 

will be the dredging of the 
“Rock Dam” which ran from 
Binghamton all the way to 
Inlet. 

There will also be photo 
shows and discussions on 
other Lee Center interests. 
Snacks and drinks will be 
provided. Come join us.

Lee Center history meeting planned

OSF HealthCare 
welcomes new provider

MENDOTA – OSF HealthCare is pleased to add a new 
family medicine physician to its staff to better serve the 
community of Mendota and surrounding areas.

The addition of Marcela “Marci” Lemus, APRN, will 
ensure increased access for patients in need of a primary 
care provider at the OSF Medical Group – Primary Care at 
1405 E. 12th Street, Ste. 600, in Mendota.

Lemus joins the care team in Mendota and offers a number 
of primary care services. New or existing patient appointments 
with Lemus or a member of her care team can be made by 
calling 815-538-7200.
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SOCIAL NEWS
The Book Nook

By:
Tatjana Kazan

A PLANT’S -EYE VIEW OF THE WORLD

The 
Pastor’s 
Pen

I CONTINUE TO TRUST GOD THROUGH IT ALL

NOTICE OF PROPOSED  
PROPERTY TAX INCREASE 

FOR AMBOY COMMUNITY UNIT 
SCHOOL DISTRICT #272

I. A public hearing to approve a pro-
posed property tax levy for Amboy 
Community Unit School District #272 
for 2021, will be held Thursday, De-
cember 15, 2022, at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Amboy Junior High Cafeteria.
Any person desiring to appear at the 
public hearing and present testimony 
to the taxing district may contact Josh-
ua Nichols, Superintendent, Amboy 
Community Unit School District #272, 
11 E. Hawley Street, Amboy, IL  61310, 
Telephone (815) 857-2164.
II. The corporate and special purpose 
property taxes extended or abated for 
2021 were $7,921,314.90.
The proposed corporate and special 
purpose property taxes to be levied 
for 2022 are $8,396,977.00. This rep-
resents a 6.00% increase over the pre-
vious year.
III. The property taxes extend-
ed for debt service for 2021 were 
$1,312,638.75.
The estimated property taxes to be 
levied for debt service for 2022 are 
$1,305,633.00 
IV. The total property taxes extended or 
abated for 2021 were $9,245,796.23.
The estimated total property taxes to 
be levied for 2022 are $9,702,610.00.  
This represents a 5.08% increase over 
the previous year.
Elsa Payne:  Board Secretary

799 Searls Rd., Amboy $209,999
Charming country property! This ranch style home sits on 6.69 ac and features 3 bedroom, 2 bath’s, 
open living room, dining and kitchen area, heat sensor detectors, GFA/central air. Relax by the gas 
fireplace! 2.5 car garage, full basement, metal roof 2016, all appliances stay except microwave. 
Fence around back of property. Machine shed with electric and a few outbuildings, Call today for 
a showing!

www.Erbes-Realty.com

LORI ERBES, GRI 
Designated Managing Broker

Over 30 years experience
 lorierbes@gmail.com

815-535-6295
12052022

REDUCED

Michael Pollan’s “The Botany of Desire: A Plant’s-
Eye View of the World” (2001) is an imaginative, 
elegantly argued group of four essays on how 

four plants induced certain desires in us. The four desires 
he explores are “sweetness, broadly defined, in the story of 
the apple; beauty in the tulip’s; intoxication in the story of 
cannabis; and control in the story of the potato.” Pollan’s 
view of the complexity of nature is expansive: “Design in 
nature is but a concatenation of accidents, culled by natural 
selection until the result is so beautiful or effective as to seem 
a miracle of purpose.”

In the essay on beauty, embodied by the tulip, Pollan 
outlines a brief history of the rise of angiosperms, which are 
plants that form flowers and then encased seeds. In a world of 
ferns and mosses, reptiles ruled. But “with flowers came fruit 
and seeds, and these, too, remade life on Earth. By producing 
sugars and proteins to entice animals to disperse their seed, 
angiosperms multiplied the world’s supply of food energy, 
making possible the rise of large warm-blooded mammals. 
Without flowers, the reptiles, which had gotten along fine in 
a leafy, fruitless world, would probably still rule. Without 
flowers, we would not be.”

Pollan’s essay on Marijuana is a fascinating, perceptive 
account of what will happen two decades later with legal-
ization. The essay on control of nature is about the folly of 
monoculture as exemplified by the Irish potato famine, where 
a million people died of starvation. Since monocultures come 
from cloning, not seeds, pests can take down all crops because 
they are all the same.

The essay on sweetness, as exemplified by the apple, is a 
delightful mini-biography of John Chapman, the legendary 
Johnny Appleseed. The apple, which originated in central 
Asia in thousands of varieties, was so bitter as to be nearly 
inedible. Chapman, often in rags and barefoot, picked places 
in the wilderness where he thought the settlers would put 
down roots. He’d plant an orchard so that by the time they 
came, “he’d have two- to three-year-old trees ready for sale 
at six and a half cents apiece.”

But apples do not “come true” from seeds, that is, “an 
apple tree grown from a seed will be a wildling bearing little 
resemblance to its parent.” Edible apples come from grafted 
trees, for seedling apples are “sour enough,” to quote Thoreau, 
“to set a squirrel’s teeth on edge and make a jay scream.” 
But they are good enough to make applejack. That is what 
Johnny Appleseed brought to the frontier. American grapes 
were not sweet enough to be successfully fermented, so the 
apple served as the American grape, cider the American wine. 
Hard cider was the only alcohol for many years, and from 
pauper to president, Americans drank hard cider.

BY PASTOR RICK WULF,
The East Grove Union Church of Rural Amboy

Hello, Friends,
Well, it’s six weeks post operation and I con-

tinue to learn lessons from God. This was my 
first major surgery in my life, and I was totally unprepared 
for the days and now weeks to follow.  Here is another area 
of life in which I have become more empathetic with those 
who have gone through major surgery. I would have never 
before my surgery, imagine what level of pain that it was 
like. Now, I do know better. 

Again, from Andrae Crouch’s song, “Through It All,” The 
last verse says, “I thank God for the mountains, And I thank 
Him for the valleys, I thank Him for the storms, (surgery) 
He brought me through; For if I’d never had a problem, I 
wouldn’t know that He could solve them, I’d never know 
faith in God could do.” God is faithful and true, and He has 
proven Himself over and over again to me. 

From my personal experience, I would encourage you who 
are reading this, if you don’t know Jesus as your personal 
Lord and Savior, call out to Him, seek Him with all your heart. 
He will not let you down. With all the trouble in the world 
around us, He is the only source of real security, and help. 
Again, He is faithful and true. He will never let you down. 

As we continue in celebrating this Advent Season, I would 
encourage you to look beyond the hustle and bustle, the 
glitz and the glamour to the One who really is the “reason 
for the season.” 

As Christians we really do hold the “key” to the truth of 
this earthly existence. You and I are a very special creation of 
God. We are not some “cosmic mistake.” God has designed 
each person living on Planet Earth for a very special purpose. 
Someone once said, life is God’s gift to us, what we make 
of that life is our gift back to Him. Now the beautiful thing 

of this gift of life, is that it is still a work in progress. Only 
when God, the Creator, says “Amen,” should the process be 
over. Our faith in God should help us trust Him, to do our 
part in life and to then leave the results in His hands. Again, 
please don’t let this Christmas season pass if you don’t have 
a personal relationship with the Messiah of the world, Jesus.  

I was released last week from the home healthcare that 
I had been under since I came home from the hospital and 
permitted to return to work. I returned to subbing at Central 
School on Dec. 1 for the first time in the six weeks. It was 
good to be back working with the kids again. It was a great 
day.  I was able to go back to preaching again on Dec. 4. I 
was really looking forward to doing that. 

Now with less than three weeks until Christmas, things are 
really ramping up. I trust that as that special day approaches 
that you will truly seek, with all your heart, the One who 
this season is really for. Please don’t get all caught up in it.

I believe that music is also another one of God’s gift to 
mankind. Yes, music is very subjective.  Everyone has their 
own tastes in style. One of my personal positions that I take, 
especially concerning music, if I can’t understand the message, 
whether the tune is too loud or fast or the words are indis-
tinguishable to me, or are not just uplifting for me, the song 
has little value to me, so I just let it go. There is an up, and 
coming singer on the Contemporary Christian music scene 
by the name of Katy Nichole, that I would highly recommend 
to you. Just Google her name, Katy Nichole. You will find 
many sites. The song, “God Is in This Story” is especially 
powerful and God has, through her songs, helped both Rose 
and myself through these past difficult times. I believe that 
He can do the same for you as well.  

It has been a blessing to share my experiences over these 
past few months with you. I trust that you will have a Blessed 
Christmas celebration and an even more Blessed New Year.  
2023 will be a very special year coming, where it will start 
out on a Sunday and actually will have 53 Sundays on the 
calendar. How about that, an extra day to formally worship 
God. Have a great New Year.  

May God continue to bless and sustain you.

RECYCLE! 
RECYCLE! 
RECYCLE! 

EMAIL NEWS ITEMS 
TO TGREENFIELD@
AMBOYNEWS.COM
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Opinion Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or   
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of 
the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances ~ The First Amendment

Guest Column

By Lee Hamilton

ON THIS DAY IN HISTORY

Something to say?
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The Amboy News encourages responsible letters to the 
editor on subjects of interest to our readers. Editing may be 
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but 
ideas will not be altered.

The limit is 300 words. Letters exceeding this will either be 
edited to fit or not published. The deadline for letters is noon 
on Friday.

Letter writers may only have two letters published per month, 
and the letters will be published on non-consecutive weeks. 
Letters are printed on a space-available basis.

All letters must bear the handwritten signature of the writer 
and include address and phone number or e-mail address for 
verification purposes. Neither the street address nor phone 
number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly hand-
written, and no anonymous letters will be published. 

Any comments of public officials should be limited to issues 
related strictly to their position or actions made in office, as 
personal attacks will not be published. Letters involving private 
disputes between the writer and a business or individual will 
not be published.

Political endorsements will be published, however letters 
from candidates endorsing themselves will not be printed.

Letters may be dropped at the Amboy News office, 245 
E. Main Street, mailed to the Amboy News at PO Box 162, 
Amboy, IL 61310, or emailed to tgreenfield@amboynews.com

The Amboy News reserves the right to edit or reject any 
letter to the editor for any reason, and letters chosen for pub-
lication do not necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper, 
its management and or ownership.

Advertising Policy
The Amboy News is in no way responsible for errors in 

copy furnished by the Customer. Adjustment or republica-
tion in the next available issue will be made for that amount 
of space involved in errors resulting from failure of the Am-
boy News to correct errors plainly noted on proof. Custom-
ers shall notify the Amboy News of errors in time for correc-
tion before the second insertion. 

The Amboy News shall not be liable to the Customer for 
any loss that results from the incorrect publication of its ad-
vertising. The Customer agrees to assume responsibility for 
all errors in copy proofread by Customer when the adver-
tisement printed corresponds to the returned proof.

OFFICE HOURS
8 a.m. - 4 p.m., 

Monday, Tuesday
8 a.m. - noon on Friday

.Closed Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday, 
Sunday and major holidays.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Lee, Bureau and LaSalle Counties
         1 year   	 manual pay   $46.00

            auto pay       $43.00
 10 weeks   manual pay      $10.50

               auto pay           $9.50
Non-local

  1 year       manual pay      $50.00                                    
auto pay      $47.00

 10 weeks   manual pay      $11.75
auto pay      $11.00

Right now, all across the country, 
politicians who just got elected to 
Congress or their state legislature for 

the first time are reveling in their victories. It’s 
an intoxicating time—and I can tell you, when 
you win an election it feels like the world’s at 
your fingertips. People are calling and texting 
and emailing, you’re in great demand, and 
nothing seems impossible.

But as exciting as it is, I’m also reminded 
after every election of a letter John Adams wrote 
to his wife, Abigail, back in 1774, when the 
Continental Congress was meeting in Philadel-
phia. “The business of the Congress is tedious 
beyond expression,” he wrote. “This assembly 
is like no other that ever existed. Every man in 
it is a great man, an orator, a critic, a statesman; 
and therefore, every man, upon every question, must show 
his oratory, his criticism and his political abilities.”

Allowing for the passage of time and a changed Congress, 
Adams still captured something essential: for all the rewards 
of serving in office, the job carries with it a lot of frustrations. 
The challenge for any newly elected official is to learn to 
accept them.

For one thing, progress in any legislative body—from 
Congress to a town council—comes slowly; it’s a matter of 
inches over months or years, not miles over days. Debates 
drag on and political posturing is annoying and endless. (If 
Adams thought it was bad in the 1770s, he couldn’t possibly 

imagine what the age of TV cameras and social 
media has wrought.) Sometimes it feels as if 
a given initiative spends more time getting 
sidetracked than resolved.

Moreover, as anyone who has served in 
elected office can tell you, the hours can be 
brutal. Days begin early, finish late, and it al-
most never feels as if there are enough hours to 
get everything done. This is especially true for 
those quiet legislators who do get the actual hard 
work done, which can be tedious: It demands 
mastering the subject at hand, negotiating with 
colleagues and interest groups, and then going 
over legislation as carefully as possible, often 
line by line and word by word. Moreover, if 
you’re interested in substantive policy-making, 
then the legislative process, with its endless 

duplication of votes and constant inconsequential resolutions 
that were drafted to please some minor constituency, can 
drive you to distraction.

For all these reasons, other parts of a legislator’s life can 
take a back seat: family events, baptisms, ballgames, even 
vacations. It’s hard to plan ahead when every day can bring a 
new crisis or development that requires attention, and I well 
remember times in Congress when some late-breaking event 
required staying in session past the start of the summer recess 
and having no choice but to shake my head as we gave up 
some lakeside cabin we’d reserved. 

And then, of course, there are a legislator’s colleagues. 

It’s not unusual to watch aghast as one or another postures 
for the cameras or grabs credit for work that—almost al-
ways—required a collective effort. On the whole, it often 
feels as though the maneuvering for political advantage in 
Congress and many legislatures has grown more aggressive 
than it used to be, both in terms of hardball partisan tactics 
and members’ own elbow-throwing efforts to garner attention. 
That doesn’t bring out the best in people, and it can make it 
tougher to make meaningful progress on addressing national 
and state challenges.

By now, I’d guess you’re wondering why on earth anyone 
would want the job. The answer, of course, is simple: Because 
if you believe in representative government and in helping 
to make your community or state or nation better, there’s 
no better place to be than in the thick of things. For all the 
frustrations and setbacks, there are also heady moments when 
some long-sought goal suddenly comes into view. There’s the 
pleasure of meeting as broad a cross-section of America as 
you could hope to find. And above all, there’s the satisfaction 
of knowing that, even if it’s just in a small way, you played a 
role in improving the lives of your fellow citizens.

Lee Hamilton is a Senior Advisor for the Indiana Univer-
sity Center on Representative Government; a Distinguished 
Scholar at the IU Hamilton Lugar School of Global and 
International Studies; and a Professor of Practice at the IU 
O’Neill School of Public and Environmental Affairs. He was 
a member of the U.S. House of Representatives for 34 years.

After the election comes reality

100 Years Ago
Dec. 1, 1922

Prophetstown has been suffering 
from an epidemic of smallpox and 
scarlet fever, but it is now thought to 
be under control.

A petition signed by 34 farmers in 
the areas southwest of Amboy warned 
hunters and trappers that trespassing 
would not be tolerated, and violators 
would be prosecuted. 

75 Years Ago
Dec. 4, 1947

B.F. Hinrichs, local John Deere 
dealer, welcomed more than 550 to his 
John Deere Day Program at St. Patrick’s 
Hall. Speaker was Herb Johnson of the 
John Deere Plow Company in Moline. 

Give the gift of time with a watch 

from Amboy Jewelry. Garland men’s 
and women’s watches start at $27.50 
and up. A Hamilton ladies white gold 
watch sells for $52.25. Many other gift 
items to choose from.

50 Years Ago
Dec. 7, 1972

Amboy High School had 19 students 
on the 5.0 (all A’s) Honor Roll.

James E. Donnelly died following a 
short illness. He was an officer on the 
Amboy Police Force for 30 years and 
was chief of police for a number of years 
prior to his retirement. 

Five new directors were named to 
Amboy Chamber of Commerce Board 
of Directors: Hank Gerdes, Dale Har-
dy, Larry Morrissey, Terry Kelly and 
Richard Lohse. 

25 Years Ago
Dec. 4, 1997

Over the Thanksgiving weekend 
The Amboy Motel, owned by Roger 
and Kathy Powell, was the scene of 
a movie in the making. A crew from 
Columbia College in Chicago chose the 
Amboy area as the perfect spot for their 
30-minute film, “Unscheduled Stops.”

Students from the area are included in 
the 31st Annual Edition of Who’s Who 
Among American High School Students, 
1996-97. Who’s Who, published by Ed-
ucational Communications, Inc., Lake 
Forrest, Illinois, is the largest high school 
recognition publication in the country. 
Students are nominated by high school 
principals and guidance counselors, 
national youth groups, churches and 
educational organizations.
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INSURANCE

AVON

To Buy or Sell. 41 Years as an Avon Lady.

Avon
Independent Sales Reprsentative

576 N. 3859th Rd.
Rt. 2
Mendota, IL 61342
815.343.4750 
mezandmezzzie@
gmail.com

COMMUNITY CENTER

AMBOY 
COMMUNITY 

CENTER
Available For 

Receptions, Meetings, Fund-Raisers
280 W. Wasson Rd. • Amboy, IL 61310
(815) 440-5784 • (815) 857-2324

Julie DeArmitt - Manager

FUNERAL HOME

Mihm-Jones 
Funeral Home

Patrick Jones
303 E. Main Street • Amboy 
 815-857-2611

www.thejonesfh.com

REAL ESTATE

LLC

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI
Managing Broker

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI

Designated Managing Broker

ADVERTISING

Your Business in 
this space for only 
$30.00 per month. 

CALL 
The Amboy News 
at 815-857-2311.

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR

205 W. Main St. | Sublette, IL

815-849-5225
mainstreetrepair16@yahoo.com

•Stihl Outdoor Power Equipment
•Husqvarna Mowers 

• Dixon ZTR Parts

SALES & 
SERVICE

FINANCIAL

815-849-5476

HOME REMODELING

R N B 
17 years doing  

business in Amboy

Over 25 Years in 
Service!

Robert Moore
Owner

815-857-3246

Home Repair 
& Remodeling

ELECTRICAL 

For All Your Electrical Needs
Call 815-538-5598

INSURANCE

Heiting Insurance Agency
1409 E. Main • Mendota • (815)539-9265

 Still shopping your auto insurance to 
lower your premium? 1st Auto provides 
you with the security & expertise to 
provide you a competitive price for your 
personal & farm vehicles.
You’re 1st Rate  
So You Rate 1st!
Find out today how much you 
can save on your Personal 
Auto Insurance.

PRINTING SERVICES

ISV Realty

REAL ESTATE

Matt Willahan
106 S. Mason, Amboy

815-218-8858
www.ISVRealty.com

LAWN CARE

Larry Kosowski

815-582-2781

PO Box 296
Sublette, IL 61367

PRINTING SERVICES

Fully Guided Tours Since 1952

9 Day Tour. 
Includes All Meals,  
All Hotels, and All Activities.

Hike in jungle rainforests, view 
volcanoes, soak in hot springs, cruise 
biological reserves and relax on tropical 
ocean beaches. Join the smart shoppers 
and experienced travelers.

1-800-CARAVAN 
Caravan.com

Costa Rica 
$995

Choose a Guided Tour + tax, fees
Costa Rica 9 days $995
Panama 8 days $995
Guatemala 8 days $995
Mexico 
- Ancient Civ. 9 days $995
- Copper Canyon 8 days $1295
“ Brilliant,  
 Affordable Pricing ” 
 Arthur Frommer,  
 Travel Editor

You can still protect much, and maybe all,
of their assets for the family.

Call Joe Oettel, MCEP, CFP®  217-726-0176
Estate & Retirement Planning

Worried about losing their 
life savings?

You can still protect much, and maybe all, 
of their assets for the family.

Call for Free Consultation 800-726-4125
Protecting Families from the DEVASTATING 

Cost of Nursing Homes for 28 Years!
www.Lighthouse-Financial.com

Worried about losing 
their life savings?

You can still protect much, and maybe all, 
of their assets for the family.

Call for Free Consultation 217-726-0176
Protecting Families from the DEVASTATING 

Cost of Nursing Homes for 30 Years!
www.Lighthouse-Financial.com

The Village of Sublette welcomes its newest business Shear Elegance Salon. Jordan and 
Chris Tidmore opened the new salon located at 103 W. Main St., in Sublette, with an opening 
day of Dec. 1. Presenting an American flag is Sublette Village President John Stenzel, left, 
pictured with Jordan Tidmore. The salon offers all things for hair, for both men and women, 
cuts, color, waxing, facials, basic nail services, manicures and pedicures. Hours are available 
for appointment. For more information, find the salon on Facebook under Shear Elegance 
Salon, or email tidmore.shearelegance@gmail.com

Courtesy photo

SHEAR ELEGANCE SALON OPENS IN SUBLETTE

Amboy Shell hosted a 
Thanksgiving Dinner in 
November, that raised 
money for the Lee County 
Sheriff’s Department’s Shop 
With A Sheriff Program. 
This year, Amboy Shell 
donated $4,767.04 to the 
program. The total comes 
from dinners sold and 
customers rounding up their 
price from Nov. 7-16. The 
store sold 258 dinners this 
year. Last year, the store sold 
160 dinners. Pictured left is 
Tabitha Berogan, manager 
of Amboy Shell, donating 
the check to the sheriff’s 
department. 

Courtesy photo

SHOP WITH A 
SHERIFF 

DONATION

FROM THE HEART 
CASH CALENDAR WINNERS

November 2022 From 
The Heart Cash Calendar 

winners
Nov. 1 - Josh Williams, 

Rochelle, $25
Nov. 2 - Rochelle Rescue 

Mission, $25
Nov. 3 - Matt Gerard, 

Rochelle, $25
Nov. 4 - Foundation for 

Focus House, $25
Nov. 5 - From the Heart, 

Rochelle, $25

Nov. 6 - Rochelle Area 
Community Foundation, $50

Nov. 7 - Jacob Meyers, 
Rochelle, $25

Nov. 8 - Sharon Watkins, 
DeKalb, $25

Nov. 9 - Rachel Huff, 
Rochelle, $25

Nov. 10 - Pastor Greg & 
Tina Hoffman, Rochelle, $25

Nov. 11 - Foundation for 
Focus House, Rochelle, $250

Nov. 12 - Nancy Pfab, 
Lindenwood, $25

Nov. 13 - Rochelle Area 
Community Foundation, $50

Nov. 14 - Michael Shu-
mack, Amboy, $25

Nov. 15 - From the Heart, 
Rochelle, $25

Nov. 16 - Rochelle Area 
Community Foundation, $25

Nov. 17 - Patty Rudolphi, 
Dixon, $25

Nov. 18 - Justin Hutchin-
son, Sterling, $25

Nov. 19 - Adam Heal, 
Rochelle, $25

Nov. 20 - Dale Galland, 
Rochelle, $50

Nov. 21 - Gary and Sharon 
Olszewski, Rochelle, $25

Nov. 22 - Colby Capes, 
Chicago, $25

Nov. 23 - From the Heart, 
Rochelle, $25

Nov. 24 - Adam Heal, 
Rochelle, $500

Nov. 25 - Rochelle Rescue 
Mission, $25

Nov. 26 - Sharlene Mead-
ows, Rochelle, $25

Nov. 27 - From the Heart, 
Rochelle, $50

Nov. 28 - Fran Robertson, 
Sycamore, $25

Nov. 29 - Debra R. Mayer, 
Rochelle, $25

Nov. 30 - Rochelle Foods, 
Rochelle, $25

Checks to winners will be 
mailed out each month.
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Classified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

AMBOY • SUBLETTE • WEST BROOKLYN • LEE CENTER • PAW PAW • LAMOILLE

 

Ally Financing and 
GMF Financing or Leasing

* Plus Tax, title and license. Rebates applied. 
Subject to credit approval.

HIGHWAY 52 
SUBLETTE, IL 

www.vaessenbrothers.com

(815) 849-5232
1-800-227-5203

QUALITY USED CARS, TRUCKS, SUV’S & VANS

2019 Chevy 1500 Dbl Cab RST, 4WD, 
Z71, Gray.......................................$32,900

2019 Cadillac XT4 FWD, 60k Miles,  
Red .............................................. $29,000

2018 Chevy 1500  Crew Cab, LT, Z71, 
4X4, 120k Miles, Red .................. $26,900

2022 Chevy K-1500 Crew, 4x4 Custom 
Rally, 14K Miles, Silver..................$40,900

2021 Chevy 3500 Crew Cab, LTZ, 4x4, 
Duramax Diesel, 39k Miles, Blue. $66,900

2019 Chevy 1500 High Country Crew 
Cab, 24k Miles, Black ................. $52,900

2018 Chevy K-1500 Crew, 4x4 High Country, 
Loaded, 67K Miles, Black...................$41,900

2018 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab, LT, 4X4, 
E-Assist, 66K Miles, Gray....................$33,900

2018 Chevy Equinox AWD Premier, 72K  
miles, 1-owner, Loaded, Black ..$25,900 

2018 Chevy Equinox FWD Premier, 45K 
Miles, Tan ..................................$24,900

2021 Chevy 3500 Crew Cab LTZ, 4X4, Duramax Diesel, Blue, 39K 
Miles, GM-Certified, 1-owner, local trade, Leather, Heated/cooled Seats, 

Bedliner and more! 

2021 Chevy 3500 Crew Cab LTZ 4X4 
Duramax Diesel

$66,900

10x20 Inside 
Storage,

Outside and Inside 
Storage for semi-

trucks/trailers, 
boats, campers, etc.

02092022

601 601 
VEHICLES FOR SALEVEHICLES FOR SALE

OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE

Exceptional 
performance and value. 

EPA certified Central 
Boiler Classic Edge 

Titanium HDX OUTDOOR 
WOOD FURNACE.  

26% Tax Credit on 
furnace and installation.

Call Pete Central Wood Boilers
815-509-7805

08312022

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUSMISCELLANEOUS

511 511 
STORAGE UNITSSTORAGE UNITS

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICESLEGAL NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE
DATE:			 
December 1, 2022
PROJECT:	
Track Replacement 
Project for 
Amboy Junior/Senior 
High School for
Amboy CUSD #272
LOCATION:	
Amboy Junior/Senior 
High School
11 East Hawley Street
Amboy, Illinois 61310
OWNER:			 
Amboy CUSD #272
11 East Hawley Street
Amboy, Illinois 61310
ARCHITECT:		
Richard L. Johnson 
Associates, Inc.
4703 Charles Street
Rockford, Illinois  61108
(815) 398-1231
(815) 398-1280  FAX
SCOPE:	 Bids shall be 
submitted for a single 
contract for all Track 
Replacement Work.
DATE DUE:		
Sealed bids will be 
received until 2:00pm, 
Thursday, January 5, 
2023 at the office of 
Amboy CUSD #272 and 
will be publicly opened 
and read aloud at that 
time.
PRE-BID WALK THRU:	
All prospective 
Contractors are 
required to schedule 
a pre-bid walk thru 
with Joshua Nichols at 
jnichols@amboy.net.
MANDITORY	
PRE-BID SITE 
VISIT:	 Contractors 
are required to make 
a mandatory survey of 
the existing conditions 
prior to bidding.
ACCESS TO BIDDING 
DOCUMENTS	
Bidding Documents 
may be secured from 
the School District.
BID FORM:	
Bids shall be submitted 
in duplicate on forms 
issued by the School 
District.
P E R F O R M A N C E 
BOND:	 A 
performance and 
payment bond for 
the full amount of the 
Contract will be required 
of the successful bidder.  
All costs associated 
with the bond shall 
be included in the bid 
amount.

BID SECURITY:	 Bids 
shall be accompanied 
by a Bid Security of at 
least 5% of the total 
amount of the base bid 
and all additive alternate 
bids.  This may be in 
the form of a certified 
check, cashier’s check, 
bank draft, or bid bond, 
payable to the Owner 
as a guarantee that 
the bidder will enter 
into a contract with the 
Owner and will furnish 
the proper performance 
and payment bond 
within the time limited 
by the Owner.  If the 
successful bidder 
so files the contract 
and performance and 
payment bond, upon 
the execution of the 
contract by the Owner, 
the Bid Security will 
be returned to all 
bidders.  If he/she fails 
to file such contract 
and performance 
and payment bond 
the amount of the 
Bid Security will be 
forfeited to the Owner 
as liquidated damages.
WAGE RULES:	
The general prevailing 
rate of wages in the 
locality in which the 
work is to be performed 
for each craft or type 
of worker or mechanic 
needed to execute the 
contract will adhere to 
all Federal Laws and 
Laws of the State, and 
to all local ordinances 
and regulations 
applicable to the work 
hereunder, and having 
force of law.
RIGHTS RESERVED
BY OWNER:	
The Owner reserves 
the right to waive any 
irregularities and/or 
reject any or all bids 
when, in the opinion of 
the Owner, such action 
will serve the best 
interests of the Owner.
WITHDRAWAL OF 
BIDS: 	 No bid may 
be withdrawn for a 
period of sixty (60) days 
after		  the 
opening of bids without 
written consent of the 
Owner.
By order of the Board 
of Education for Amboy 
CUSD #272.
Legal No. 1202 (12/7 
2022) 

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF 

AVAILABILITY OF THE 
ANNUAL FINANCIAL 
REPORT OF EAST 

GROVE
         TOWNSHIP	
East Grove Township 
hereby provides public 
notice that the FY 2022 
Annual Financial Report 
has been completed by 
Wipfli LLP in Sterling, 
Illinois and submitted to 
the Office of the State 
Comptroller and filed 
with the Lee County 
Clerk.  The full financial 
report, covering the 
period of April 1, 2021 
through March 31, 2022, 
will be available for 
public inspection after 
December 13, 2022 by 
contacting Township 
Supervisor Brian Blaine 
at 815-376-7017. It 
can also be viewed at 
illinoiscomptroller.gov 
under Financial Reports 
& Data.
Legal No. 1203 (12/7 
2022)

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 15TH 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
LEE COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS
IN THE ESTATE OF		
)
)
SHIRLEY LEWALLEN,	
)
Deceased.		
No.  2022 PR 60
)

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the 
death of SHIRLEY LE-
WALLEN, of 205 West 
Bassett Street, Nelson, 
Illinois on October 29, 
2022. Letters of Office 
were issued on Decem-
ber 1, 2022, by the 15th
Judicial Circuit Court of 
Lee County to the rep-
resentatives and Inde-
pendent Executor, 
TERRI SCHRYVER, 
1505 Howard Street, 
Sterling, Illinois.
The attorney for the 
representatives and In-
dependent Executor of 
the estate is Robert J. 
Thompson, 119 West 
First Street, Ste. 200, 
P.O. Box 1016, Dixon, 
Illinois 61021.  
Claims against the es-
tate may be filed in the 

office of the Clerk of the 
Circuit Court at the Lee 
County Services build-
ing, 309 South Gale-
na Avenue, Dixon, IL   
61021, or with the 
representative, TER-
RI SCHRYVER, 1505 
Howard Street, Sterling, 
Illinois   61081
within six (6) months 
from the first publication 
of this Claim Notice, or 
within three (3) months 
from the date of mailing 
or delivery of specific 
notice to known cred-
itors, whichever is lat-
er.     Any claim not filed 
within that time period is 
barred.  
Copies of claims filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to 
the estate legal repre-
sentative and/or to the 
attorney within ten (10) 
days after the claim has 
been filed. 
BY: TERRI 
SCHRYVER, Repre-
sentative/Executor.
Robert J. Thompson
119 West First Street, 
Ste. 200
P.O. Box 1016
Dixon, IL 61021
(815) 284-7705 phone
(815) 284-7707 facsim-
ile
b o b t h o m p s o n l a w @
gmail.com
No. 1204
(Dec. 7, 14, 21, 2022)

Gardens on Caron 
Road. Call 815-503-
3654. $100 Reward 
127  Services and 
Repairs

Furman’s Lawn Care 
and Tree Work. Fall 
clean up, gutters and 
more. Fully insured. 
In business since 
1999. Rochelle and 
surrounding areas. Call 
Jeremy Furman at 815-
761-9619. Please leave 
a message, will return 
call ASAP.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
it’s care.

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com
ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
M o n d a y - F r i d a y 
815-562-4171(8AM-
NOON ONLY) Rochelle 
News Leader.  

SPLIT firewood for sale. 
Contact 779-251-0254. 
(12-17-22)

309 309 
PETS AND SUPPLIESPETS AND SUPPLIES

Free Kittens to good 
and loving homes. Call 
815-503-1881. (12-12-
22)

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

501  Apartments for 
Rent

101   101   
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 105 
  BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113 113 
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119 119 
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

121 121 
LOST AND FOUNDLOST AND FOUND

Lost. 7 Month Old, 
Female Cat. Gray with 
a Brown Belly & White 
Spots on Each Side. 
Last Seen Wearing 
a Pink Harness. Lost 
around Rochelle 
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1. MOVIES: What does Susan Walker 
want as a gift from Santa in the movie 
“Miracle on 34th Street”?

2. MUSIC: Which famous rock band 
once called itself The New Yardbirds?

3. GEOGRAPHY: Where is the Thar 
Desert located?

4. TELEVISION: Which TV sitcom’s 
theme song was “Thank You for Being 
a Friend”?

5. FOOD & DRINK: When was frozen 
food invented?

6. MOVIES: Which Disney princess is 
modeled after a real person?

7. ANATOMY: What is the only human 
organ capable of natural regeneration?

8. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What are 
male and female swans called?

9. U.S. STATES: Which state’s motto 
is “Excelsior!”?

10. HISTORY: How many people 
signed the U.S. Declaration of Indepen-
dence?

© 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.

Answers
1. A house.
2. Led Zeppelin.
3. India and Pakistan.
4. "The Golden Girls."
5. 1924. Clarence Birdseye invented 

the quick freezing process.
6. Pocahontas.
7. The liver.
8. Cobs and pens.
9. New York ("Ever upward!").
10. 56

Posting DateDecember 5, 2022

OLIVE
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SPORTS

ATTORNEY
Ehrmann Gehlbach Badger and Consinde 
114 E. Everett St., Suite 300 • Dixon • 815-288-4949 
www.egblc.com

AUTOMOBILE DEALERS
Vaessen Brothers Chevrolet, Inc. 
U.S. Hwy. 52 • Sublette• 815-849-5232 
www.vaessenbrothers.com

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

Becker Autobody
33 S East Ave. • Amboy  • 815-857-2632 
Family owned and operated by Joe and Jen Dewey

AUTO SALES/TOWING

Gerdes Auto & Truck Sales & Towing, Inc. 
U.S. Hwy. 52 • Amboy  • 815-857-3722 
www.gerdessales.com

BAKERY

Local Cup and Cake 
100 S. Front St • Sublette • 815-994-1044

CAFE

Revolution Wellness 
205 E Main St. • Amboy  • 815-857-7021 
Like us on Facebook!

DETAILING

Becker Detailing
204 N. Jefferson Ave., Suite A • Amboy  
• 815-823-7697 
Like us on Facebook @BeckerDetailing

DENTIST  

Amboy Dental Group  
Dr. Joel Hochstatter, D.M.D. and  
Dr. Brandon Klein, D.D.S. 
305 E. Joe Drive, Suite 120 • Amboy 
815-857-2015

ELECTRICIAN  

Hilliker Electric 
1417 Franklin Rd. • Franklin Grove • 815-456-7036 
hillikerelectricllc.com

FARM EQUIPMENT REPAIR  

Sublette Mechanical, Inc. 
2025 Sublette Rd. • Sublette • 815-849-5223

Vaessen Implement Repair  
542 US-52, Sublette, IL 61367 • 815-849-9010

FEED/LIVESTOCK EQUIP.

Sublette Farmers Elevator 
100 W. Main St. • Sublette  • 815-849-5222

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS

The First National Bank  in Amboy (FDIC) 
220 E. Main Street • Amboy  
Franklin Grove • Dixon • Monroe Center 
815-857-3625 • www.fnbamboy.com

www.fnbamboy.com

Amboy • Dixon 
Franklin Grove
Monroe Center

815-857-

The First National The First National 
Bank in AmboyBank in Amboy

JOHNSON OIL
Shell Express Lane 

342 N. Mason • Amboy

Sublette BP Gas 
508 N. Pennsylvania St. • Sublette

815-535-6295
1922 Tower Rd. • PO Box92

Sublette, IL 61367

Lori Erbes,
Designated Managing 

Broker

First State Bank 
2514 Johnson St., West Brooklyn 

815-628-3121 
Firststatebank.biz 

Member FDIC

FUNERAL HOME

Mihm-Jones Funeral Home 
303 E. Main Street • Amboy • 815-857-2611 

www.thejonesfh.com

GAS/CONVENIENCE STORES

Shell Express Lane 
342 N. Mason • Amboy

Sublette BP Gas 
508 N. Pennsylvania St. • Sublette

GOLF COURSE
 

Shady Oaks Golf Club 
Highway 52 between Amboy & Sublette 

815-849-5424

GROCERY/LIQUOR

Amboy Food and Liquor 
242 E. Main Street • Amboy • 815-857-7020

HARDWARE/LUMBER

Jones-Berry Lumber Co. 
1 S. Commercial •  Amboy  • 815-857-2525

Sublette Farmers Elevator 
100 W. Main St. • Sublette • 815-849-5222

MEMORIAL GARDENS AND 
FUNERAL HOME

 

Chapel Hill Memorial Gardens and Funeral Home 
1121 N. Galena • Dixon • 815-284-3322 

Chapelhilldixon.com

 NEWSPAPERS/PRINTING  

The Amboy News 
245 E. Main Street  •  Amboy • 815-857-2311

REAL ESTATE

Erbes Realty, LLC 
1922 Tower Road • Sublette, IL 

815-535-6295  •  Lorierbes@gmail.com

River Country Properties 
Jori McRae, Broker/Owner 

815-973-1197 • www.rivercountryproperties.net

Woodhaven Lakes Realty, Inc. 
509 LaMoille Rd. • Sublette • (815) 849-5476 

www.woodhavenlakes.com

 VETERINARY CARE

Amboy Veterinary Clinic 
315 S. Mason • Amboy • 815-857-2215

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS

1121 N. Galena, Dixon, IL 61021 
815-284-3322 

Chapelhilldixon.com 

Serving Dixon and 
the Surrounding Area

AMBOY – The Amboy Lady Clippers 
added two more victories to the win column as 
they downed Pearl City and Sterling Newman 
on the AHS court.

Amboy came out on fire against Pearl City 
on Nov. 28 at it nailed seven three-pointers in 
the first half on the way to a 46-20 triumph. 
AHS held a comfortable 32-9 halftime lead.

Addison Pertell got her sixth three-point-
er in the third quarter and led Amboy with 
18 points. She also provided two assists. 
Courtney Ortgiesen supplied 11 points, three 

rebounds and two steals, followed by Maeve 
Larson with eight points, six rebounds and 
three steals. Also contributing to the victory 
were Elly Jones (five points, seven assists, two 
steals), Ellie McLaughlin (two points), Jillian 
Anderson (two points) and Tyrah Vaessen 
(five assists.)

***
The Amboy girls’ basketball program 

hosted the Clipper Shootout on Dec. 3. Am-
boy battled Sterling Newman in the final of 
five games and the Lady Clippers emerged 

a 42-16 winner.
Despite cold shooting in the first half, 

Amboy led 15-4, with Larson providing 10 of 
those points. Larson added 10 more points in 
the third period as AHS pulled away. Larson 
also contributed six boards and four steals. 
Ortgiesen controlled the glass with 13 car-
oms while scoring nine points. Emily Sachs 
dropped in four markers and had a pair of 
rebounds, while Vaessen (five assists, nine 
rebounds, three steals), Jones (two points, 
four assists, five steals), Pertell (two points) 

and McLaughlin (two points) helped guide 
the Lady Clippers to victory.

The coaching staff and players would like 
to thank all of the Clipper Shootout sponsors 
for their enormous help in making this day 
very successful. The coaches would also like 
to thank the parents for their help. A special 
thanks to Garrett Pertell and Wes Wilson for 
their help all day. The last person to thank 
is Kathy Ortgiesen. She worked all day 
(approximately 12 hours) and organized the 
concessions and hospitality room.

Lady Clippers add two more victories to the win column

AMBOY – Serena jumped out to a big 
first-quarter lead and cruised past Amboy, 
58-20, in varsity boys’ basketball action on 
Nov. 29 at the AHS gym.

Serena owned a 17-4 lead after the first 
eight minutes and built on the margin in 
the second period as Amboy scored only 
one point. The Huskers took a 38-5 lead to 
intermission, while the count was 47-12 after 
three quarters.

Troy Anderson and Isaiah Drew had six 
points apiece for the Clippers.

***
Indian Creek posted a 58-36 win over 

Amboy on Nov. 30 at the AHS gym.
An extremely slow start proved costly 

for the Clippers as they managed only eight 
first-half points and trailed 27-8 at the half. 
Amboy heated up with 20 points in the third 
quarter, but it wasn’t enough to catch up.

Wes Wilson topped the Clipper scoring 
chart with 11 points, while Anderson and 
Eddie Jones supplied nine points apiece.

Clippers lose to both Serena, 
Indian Creek at home

OSF HealthCare partnering for new 
outpatient imaging center in Rock Falls

ROCK FALLS — Illinois-based OSF 
HealthCare and Imaging Centers of Illinois, 
LLC., have formed a partnership to open a 
modern retail imaging center that will serve 
Sterling-Rock Falls and the surrounding 
communities. 

The center will offer low-cost imaging 
services that are easy to access in a modern, 
streamlined environment.

The OnCall Imaging Center will be 7,800 
square feet and located in an existing building 
at 1609 1st Avenue. It will provide convenient 
parking and easy access from Highway 30 
and state Route 40. 

The free-standing OnCall Imaging Center 

will be a joint venture between the two orga-
nizations that offers non-invasive advanced 
imaging MRI, CT scans, ultrasounds, DEXA 
scans for bone density, and mammography. 

OnCall Imaging will offer convenient 
self-scheduling, same day access, walk-in 
appointments and a truly patient centered 
experience.

The partnership brings together clinical 
excellence, extensive imaging experience 
and freestanding imaging center operations 
experience.  

The new center is scheduled to open in 
the spring of 2023.
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SPORTS

Santa Says:Santa Says:
“Subscribe and Save”“Subscribe and Save”

245 East Main Street | P.O. Box 162 | Amboy, Illinois 61310 | 815-857-2311

Special DeliverySpecial Delivery
New Subscribers Holiday 12-Month  New Subscribers Holiday 12-Month  

Subscription SpecialSubscription Special
$41.00 for Lee, Bureau and LaSalle Counties$41.00 for Lee, Bureau and LaSalle Counties

$45.00 for all other areas.$45.00 for all other areas.
Offer open to new customers or former  Offer open to new customers or former  

subscribers who have been expired for more  subscribers who have been expired for more  
than 90 days.than 90 days.

This special offer ends at noon on Dec. 30, 2022.This special offer ends at noon on Dec. 30, 2022.

Name: ______________________________________

Address: ____________________________________

City:  ______________  State:  _____ Zip:  __________

Telephone:  __________________________________

Email:  ______________________________________

11
30

20
22

50# SafeStep Salt............................................................................$15.69
20# SafeStep Salt...............................................................................$8.29
25# Safe-Walk Salt...........................................................................$11.85

Windshield De-Icer, Gas Line Antifreeze, Anti-Gel, RV 
Antifreeze, Scrapers, Gloves & more winter supplies!

12
07

20
22

Rt. 251• Mendota
(815) 539-5985
Open 6 Days A Week
Sun-Wed. 11am-8pm
Friday & Sat. 11 am-9pm
Joe & Ana ArteagaReservations Accepted

We do catering for all occasions!
Call or stop by for all the details.

BANQUET ROOM AVAILABLE
Perfect for parties, weddings, birthdays 

or any gathering.

Sunday & Wednesday 
Special: 1/4 Fried  
Chicken with coleslaw 
and French fries

Monday & Wednesday: 
$5 margaritas!

$8

Freshman Chase Montavon competes in the 126 pound 
class against Newman in a home dual meet.

Photo courtesy of Elizabeth Bontz

T h e  A m b o y / A s h t o n -
Franklin Center wrestling 
team competed at the Seneca 
Invitational on Saturday.  Left 
to right, Landon Blanton 
finished third at the 120-pound 
weight class, Josh McKendry 
was fourth at 138, Levi Near 
was the 132-pound champ, 
and Lucas Blanton secured 
third at 170.
Photo courtesy of Elizabeth Bontz

AMBOY – Amboy High 
School’s wrestling team split 
a triangular meet on Dec. 1 
at the AHS gym.

The Clippers downed 
Hall-Putnam County, 36-18. 
Lucas Blanton pinned his op-
ponent at 170 pounds, while 
the other Amboy wins went 
to Landon Blanton, Chase 
Montavon, Levi Near, Josh 
McKendry and Austin Heath 
all by forfeit.

Newman edged Amboy, 
30-29. Lucas Blanton posted 
his second pin of the night 
and Landon Blanton scored a 
17-0 win, while Near pinned 
his foe at 132 pounds. For-
feits went to Montavon and 
Kole Beckham.

Dec. 1 @ Amboy
Amboy 36, Hall-Putnam 

County 18
106 – double forfeit; 

113 – HPC won forfeit; 
120 – Landon Blanton (A) 
won forfeit; 126 – Chase 
Montavon (A) won forfeit; 
132 – Levi Near (A) won 
forfeit; 138 – Josh McKendry 
(A) won forfeit; 145 – double 
forfeit; 152 – Austin Heath 
(A) won forfeit; 160 – double 
forfeit; 170 – Lucas Blanton 
(A) pinned Herr (HPC), 5:03; 
182 – double forfeit; 195 – 
double forfeit; 220 – Leota 
(HPC) pinned Kole Beckham 
(A), 2:27; 285 – HPC won 
forfeit

Newman 30, Amboy 29

106 – double forfeit; 113 – 
double forfeit; 120 – Landon 
Blanton (A) dec. Hanson 
(N), 17-0; 126 – Montavon 
(A) won forfeit; 132 – Near 
(A) pinned Messer (N), 1:50; 
138 – Carter (N) pinned 
McKendry (A), 1:58; 145 – 

double forfeit; 152 – Kelly 
(N) pinned Heath (A), 1:13; 
160 – N won forfeit; 170 – 
Lucan Blanton (A) pinned 
Francis (N), 1:53; 182 – N 
won forfeit; 195 – N won for-
feit; 220 – Beckham (A) won 
forfeit; 285 – double forfeit

Amboy wrestlers split triangular 
meet Dec. 1 at home

RECYCLE! 
RECYCLE! 
RECYCLE! 

The First National Bank in Amboy
Amboy • Dixon
Franklin Grove
Monroe Center
815-857-3625
www.fnbamboy.com

12
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Girls Basketball  
Courtney Ortgiesen

Boys Basketball
Kyler McNinch

Wrestling
Levi Near & Landon Blanton

Amboy Community Unit 
School District #272

Monday, Dec. 12
AJHS 5th/6th Boys Basketball (H) RRVC Tournament-TBA

Tuesday, Dec. 13
AJHS 5th/6th Boys Basketball (H) RRVC Tournament-TBA
AHS Boys Basketball (H) Bureau Valley-5:30 pm
AJHS Art Club-Art Room-3:15-4 pm

Wednesday, Dec. 14
AJHS 7th/8th Boys Basketball (H) RRVC Tournament-TBA
AHS Art Club-Room 210-3:30-4:30 pm
Central School Winter Concert-AHS Gym-6:30 pm

Thursday, Dec. 15
AJHS 7th/8th Boys Basketball (H) RRVC Tournament-TBA
Central School Drawing Club-Art Room-3:20-4 pm
School Board Meeting-AJHS-6:30 pm

Friday, Dec. 16
AHS Boys Basketball @ Somonauk-5:30 pm

Saturday, Dec. 17
AHS Wrestling @ Stillman Valley Tournament-9 am
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Amboy Deli  HoursAmboy Deli  Hours
Mon-Sat 7  a.m. – 7  p.m.Mon-Sat 7  a.m. – 7  p.m.

Sun 8 a.m. – 6 p.m.Sun 8 a.m. – 6 p.m.

242 E. Main Street, Amboy IL. 61310

815-857-7020
Now Accepting EBT Link Now Accepting EBT Link 

Cards and WICCards and WIC

Grocery delivery for disabled & 
senior citizens - in town only.

Winter Hours
Monday-Saturday, 7am-9pm

Sunday, 8am-8pm

242 E. Main Street, Amboy IL. 61310Grocery delivery for disabled & 

AMBOY FOOD & LIQUORAMBOY FOOD & LIQUORBLOCKS FRESH MARKETBLOCKS FRESH MARKET
199 Maple Place, Hampshire, IL, 60140

847-683-2531
Now Accepting EBT Now Accepting EBT 
Link Cards and WICLink Cards and WIC

Store Hours:
Monday-Saturday 

7 a.m. – 9 p.m.
Sunday 

8 a.m. – 7 p.m.

Meat Dept Hours:

Daily
8 a.m. – 7 p.m.

WEEKLY SPECIALS

HOT BUYS

Now Delivering For Seniors In Town!

Sale goes through Nov. 1, 2022  |  Misprints will not be honored

See Us for Your Special Meat Orders!
Sale Prices Valid Oct. 26-Nov. 1 – Limited Quantities – While Supplies Last

PRODUCE & WEEKLY SPECIALS

Sale goes through Dec.13, 2022

Sale Prices Valid Dec. 7-Dec. 13 – Limited Quantities – While Supplies Last

AMBOY 
DELI

California 
Naval Oranges
4 lb. bag

$0.79/ea. $349/ea.

Large 
Cantaloupe

Jumbo Red
Onions

$249/ea.

Baby Bella 
Mushrooms 
Whole or Sliced
8 oz.

$189/ea.

$$669999/lb./lb.
Reg. Price $8.99/lb.

$$779999/lb./lb.
Reg. Price $15.99/lb.

$$334949/lb./lb. $$339999/ea./ea.
Reg. Price $5.59/ea.

Beef Sirloin 
Steaks

$499 ea.

Blue Bunny Ice 
Cream
48 oz. Assorted

Reg. Price $6.99 ea. $499 ea.

Tombstone Pizza
Assorted

Reg. Price $5.99 ea.

$799 ea.
Reg. Price $9.29 ea. $179 ea.

Food Club Cream 
Cheese
8 oz.

Reg. Price $2.19 ea. $599 ea.Reg. Price $6.99 ea.

$299 ea.

Reames Egg 
Noodles 
12 oz

Reg. Price $3.99 ea.

$399 ea.Reg. Price $5.39 ea.

$199 ea.

Food Club 
Apple Juice 
or Cider
64 oz. 

Reg. Price $2.99 ea.$179 ea.

Green Giant 
Vegetables
Assorted 10 oz

Reg. Price $2.29 ea.$299 ea. Reg. Price $4.99 ea.$349 ea.

Tostito’s Chips
Assorted 10-12 oz
Excludes Party or Family 
Sizes 

Reg. Price $4.99 ea.

/ea.

Whole or Sliced

Halos 
Clementines
3 lb. bag

Glacier Clear
Drinking Water
24 pack bottles

AMBOY 
DELI

Plain Chicken Plain Chicken 
BreastBreast

Cheez-It 
Crackers
12 oz.

$499/ea.

Beef New York 
Strip SteaksAMBOY 

DELI

$0.99/ea.

Sugardale 
Bacon
Assorted 16 oz

Gorton’s Fish 
Sandwiches
9-19 oz

AMBOY 
DELI

$499/ea.

Green Cabbage

Lemons

Bolthouse 
Whole Carrots
2 lb. bag

U.S.D.A. Choice U.S.D.A. Choice 
Angus T-Bone Angus T-Bone 
SteaksSteaks

Reg. Price $4.99/lb.

AMBOY 
DELI

$$224949/lb./lb.

Bob Evan’s 
Sausage Links 
or Patties
12-16 oz

BBQ Bone-In 
Pork Chop

$0.79/lb.

$$889999/lb./lb.
Reg. Price $18.99/lb.

Reg. Price $4.99/lb.
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AMBOY CHRISTMAS WALKAMBOY CHRISTMAS WALK
SATURDAY, DEC. 10 - 4-7 SATURDAY, DEC. 10 - 4-7 P.M.P.M.

HOLIDAY NEWS

Stop By During Our 
Christmas Walk

Main Flower Shop • 232 E Main St. • 815-857-3545

Sign up to win a $40 
gift certificate with 

any purchase!
Check out our fresh  

arrangements, center pieces,  
roping, wreaths and candles

Amboy Volunteer Firemen 

OPEN HOUSE
4 - 7 PM at the Fire Station 

25 N. East Avenue
Visit with Minnie & Mickey!

11302022

We will also have a balloon We will also have a balloon 
artist, face painting, fire artist, face painting, fire 
prevention materials and prevention materials and 

treats!treats! 25 EAST MAIN • AMBOY, IL • 815-857-3691

Warmest wishes to 
you & your family!

Tips to prepare to host holiday guests
They’re back! Family, friends and acquaintances are 

once again taking up residence on cots and fold-out 
sofas across the country as loved ones gather to cel-

ebrate the holiday season. That’s welcome news nearly three 
years after a pandemic first restricted such gatherings. But 
hosts must ask themselves: Am I ready to host house guests?

Travel is a big component of the holiday season. According 
to a 2021 survey by The Vacationer, a travel tip and vacation 
guide, nearly 63 percent of Americans age 18 or older planned 
to travel for at least one holiday in 2021, with most traveling 
in December. That marked a 37 percent increase in travel from 
a year prior. Holiday travel for 2022 may be even higher as 
families adapt to life during the pandemic.

As individuals get ready to host holiday guests, here are 
some strategies to maximize space and make guests feel 
comfortable.

· Discuss plans in advance. Every traveler is different. Some 
people thrive on making lists and following itineraries. Others 
fly by the seat of their pants. It’s reasonable to ask potential 
house guests how they envision their visit, including if they 
plan to stay long and if it will include sleeping over. This way 
you can make accommodations accordingly, particularly if 
guests request to borrow a vehicle or want to see the sights.

· Create some extra privacy. While some homes are 
equipped to handle guests comfortably, smaller homes may 
not be equipped with such luxuries. Folding screens can be 
used to create a barrier and add some privacy in open spaces 
where guests will be staying.

· Stash away travel samples. Travel-sized soaps, shampoos 
and lotions can make guests feel more welcome. Stock up 
at the grocery store or pharmacy and leave them in the room 
where guests will be staying.

· Stock up on new linens. Treat guests to fresh fluffy towels 
and new bed linens, especially if it’s been awhile since you 
have restocked these items.

· Ask about food preferences. Your guests may not want 
to munch on kale chips and tofu hot dogs apart from the 
holiday meal. Don’t push your food restrictions on others. 
Ask guests what they typically eat and then fill the pantry 
and refrigerator with some of the items they mention. When 
guests need snacks, they’ll have familiar foods on hand.

· Be mindful of bedtimes. Consider guests’ preferences 
about bedtimes. While you may be a night owl, some guests 
may hit the hay much earlier, particularly older relatives or 
those with young children. If need be, make an effort to be 
quiet when kids or early birds are staying over.

Hosting for the holidays requires a little creativity and 
flexibility. All that effort is well worth it when loved ones 
have a good time while staying over.
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HOLIDAY NEWS

AMBOY CHRISTMAS WALKAMBOY CHRISTMAS WALK
SATURDAY, DEC. 10 - 4-7 SATURDAY, DEC. 10 - 4-7 P.M.P.M.

This Holiday season, Get Back the Savings 
at the Pump by joining our Fuel Rewards© 

Program. Get rewarded for everyday activities 
like shopping, dining and traveling.

Let Us Help You Lower the  
Cost of Everyday Life.

Fuel Rewards© members with Gold Status 
save 5¢ a gallon on every fill-up at Shell.

Amboy Shell Express Lane
342 N Mason Ave., Amboy

Stop in and see us during the Amboy Hometown 
Christmas Walk or anytime!

12042019

Visit The First National Bank in Amboy during the 
Franklin Grove’s Christmas In The Grove on Friday, 
Dec. 9, and during Amboy’s Hometown Christmas 

Walk on Saturday, Dec. 10. 
In Franklin Grove, the lobby will be open starting at 5 p.m., at 108 N. Elm St., Franklin 

Grove. Join us for Cream Puffs and register for raffle drawings.
 

In Amboy, the lobby of the Main Branch will be open from 4-7 p.m. Enjoy the hot chocolate bar 
and fill up your cup with all the goodies. 

There will also be a craft area for kids to pick up an ornament kit.

11
30

20
22

The First National Bank in Amboy
Amboy • Dixon
Franklin Grove
Monroe Center
815-857-3625
www.fnbamboy.com

Fire safety protocols to keep in mind when holiday decorating
Decorating the interior and exterior 

of a home is a beloved holiday 
season tradition in millions of 

households. Such decor makes it easy to dive 
into the festive nature of the season.

Many people could not imagine a holiday 
season without decorating their homes, and 
it’s vital that celebrants do so safely. Fire safety 
is especially important during a time of year 
when string lights and potentially dried out 
trees feature so prominently. These fire safety 
tips can ensure this holiday season is safe.

· Buy the safest lights. It might be tempting 
to buy the most inexpensive lights, especially 
given all the extra costs already associated 
with the holiday season. However, safety 
should be the utmost priority when buying 
new lights. Testing laboratories such as CSA, 
Intertek and UL certify products to ensure 
they’re safe for use. Products that aren’t 
certified should be avoided.

· Use lights and cords where they’re in-
tended to be used. The packaging on lights 
will indicate if the product is intended to be 
used indoors or outdoors. It’s vital that indi-
viduals decorating their homes with lights pay 
attention to these labels. Never decorate the 
exterior of a home with interior lights, and vice 
versa. Extension cords made for indoors also 
should not be used outdoors and vice versa.

· Be especially careful with candles. 
Candles should only be burned when adults 
are in the room and should always be extin-
guished before leaving the room or going to 
bed. When burning candles, place them on 
heat-resistant surfaces that are beyond the 
reach of curious kids and pets. Never place 
candles within arm’s length of Christmas 
trees or houseplants, including poinsettias.

· Ask an electrician to inspect your exte-
rior outlets and circuits. Ground fault circuit 
interruptor (GFCI) outlets are designed to 
prevent electric shocks and reduce the risk 
of electrical fires. Most areas now require 
new homes be built exclusively with GFCIs, 
which are recognizable because they feature 
two buttons between the outlets. But older 
homes may not be equipped with GFCIs, 
particularly with exterior outlets. GFCI in-
stallation is not an especially expensive job, 
so homeowners should ask an electrician to 
inspect their interior and exterior outlets and 
replace non-GFCIs with GFCIs.

· Do not pinch light cords. Stringing lights 
can be a hassle, but cords should never be 
pinched in doors or windows or beneath inte-
rior and exterior furniture. Doing so increases 
the risk of damage to the cord, which in turn 
increases the likelihood of fire.

· Avoid overloading circuits. Overloaded 

circuits pose a significant fire hazard. When 
plugging in lights, choose outlets that aren’t 
already occupied by devices and other elec-
tronics. If need be, unplug appliances like 
televisions and devices while lights are on 

and plugged in.
When decorating this holiday season, 

celebrants are urged to do everything they 
can to reduce the risk of fire in their homes.
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AMBOY CHRISTMAS WALKAMBOY CHRISTMAS WALK
SATURDAY, DEC. 10 - 4-7 SATURDAY, DEC. 10 - 4-7 P.M.P.M.

43 S. East Ave.
Amboy

Barb Harrison - owner

CHRISTMAS WALK CHRISTMAS WALK 
SATURDAY SIP AND SHOPSATURDAY SIP AND SHOP

Saturday, Dec. 10th, 4-7pm

Drink Specials and 
Barb’s bows available!

11
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20
22

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!

Meal Replacement Shakes
Protein Coffee

Clean Energy Drinks

now serving you at two locations

Bake up a sweet holiday treat
Everyone should have a go-to dessert 

to bring along to a holiday party or 
to offer guests when hosting their 

own fêtes. Cookies are a standard due to their 
versatility and portability.

Festive “Sour Cream Cookies” provide all 
of the holiday feels and can be customized 
in color to reflect celebrations of Christmas, 
Chanukah, Kwanzaa, or New Year’s. Bake up 
a batch, courtesy of “Live Well Bake Cookies” 
(Rock Point) by Danielle Rye.

Sour Cream Cookies
Makes 22 cookies
1 1/2 cups all-purpose flour, spooned and 

leveled
1 teaspoon baking powder
1/4 teaspoon salt
1/2 cup (1 stick) unsalted butter, softened
3/4 cup granulated sugar

1 large egg, at room temperature
1 1/2 teaspoons pure vanilla extract
1/2 cup sour cream, at room temperature

Vanilla Buttercream Frosting
1/2 cup (1 stick) unsalted butter, softened
1 1/2 cups powdered sugar
1 tablespoon heavy whipping cream or 

milk
1 teaspoon pure vanilla extract
Gel food coloring (optional)
1. To make the cookies: Preheat the oven 

to 350 F. Line two large baking sheets with 
parchment paper or silicone baking mats and 
set aside.

2. In a large mixing bowl, whisk together 
the flour, baking powder and salt until well 
combined. Set aside.

3. In the bowl of a stand mixer fitted with the 

paddle attachment or in a large mixing bowl 
using a handheld mixer, beat the butter and 
granulated sugar together for 1 to 2 minutes, 
or until well combined.

4. Mix in the egg and vanilla extract until 
fully combined, making sure to stop and 
scrape down the sides of the bowl as needed.

5. Mix in the dry ingredients in two addi-
tions, alternating with the sour cream. Make 
sure to mix in each addition until just com-
bined, and be careful not to overmix the batter.

6. Using a 11/2-tablespoon cookie scoop, 
scoop the cookie dough onto the prepared 
baking sheets, making sure to leave a little 
room between each one.

7. Bake for 14 to 16 minutes, or until the 
tops of the cookies are set and spring back 
when touched lightly. Remove from the oven, 
and allow to cool on the baking sheets for 10 

minutes, then carefully transfer the cookies 
to a wire rack to cool completely.

8. To make the vanilla buttercream frost-
ing: In the bowl of a stand mixer fitted with 
the whisk attachment or in a large mixing 
bowl using a handheld mixer, beat the butter 
for 1 to 2 minutes, or until smooth. Add the 
powdered sugar, 1/2 cup at a time, mixing in 
each addition until well combined.

9. Add the heavy whipping cream, vanilla 
extract, and gel food coloring (if using), and 
continue mixing until fully combined.

10. Once the cookies have cooled com-
pletely, spread the frosting on top of the 
cookies.

11. Store the cookies in an airtight container 
at room temperature or in the refrigerator for 
up to 4 days.
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AMBOY CHRISTMAS WALKAMBOY CHRISTMAS WALK
SATURDAY, DEC. 10 - 4-7 SATURDAY, DEC. 10 - 4-7 P.M.P.M.

Be sure to stop in during the  
2022 Amboy Hometown Christmas Walk

Saturday, Dec. 10 from 4-7 p.m.

AMBOY FOOD & LIQUORAMBOY FOOD & LIQUOR

242 E. Main St., Amboy IL

815-857-7020

11
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Happy Holidays from...

             Api        Sanjay     Tommy   Bhavi    Ken     Api        Sanjay     Tommy   Bhavi    Ken

And all of our StaffAnd all of our Staff

• Wine and Liquor Tasting 
• Indian Cultural Food 

• And Many More Events Planned!

NEW LOCATION THIS YEAR!
 

The Amboy News will be collecting Letters To Santa at  
Amboy Food and Liquor during the Amboy Christmas Walk 

from 4 -7 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 10.
 

Be sure to stop by and write Santa a Letter and drop it  
off in our Santa Mailbox!

 
All letters written during the Christmas Walk will appear  

in our special section on Dec. 21, 2022.
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