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First Responders
honored

Oregon Elementary
School held a First
Responders Appreciation
Lunch Dec. 16 to thank
them for all they do. B1
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Oregon Theater building renovations
coming along for brewery owners

Plans for production, distribution and storefront use by early summer

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

OREGON — Renova-
tions to the Oregon Theater
building by the owners of
the nearby Ogle County
Brewery are planned to be
completed late spring or
early summer, Owner Brian
Wynn said Dec. 19.

The longtime vacant
theater building was pur-
chased by OCB owners
Wynn, Joshua Skinner and
Mike Blasciak earlier this
year. Plans for it include
distribution and production
facilities for the brewery
along with storefront space
for retail business that’s to
be determined. Renova-
tionsareongoing. The Ogle
County Brewery opened in
February2021 and operates
as a bar and restaurant
along with its beer brewing
operations.

The OCB owners had
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The longtime vacant Oregon Theater building was purchased by Ogle County Brewery owners Brian Wynn,
Joshua Skinner and Mike Blasciak earlier this year. Plans for it include distribution and production facilities
for the brewery along with storefront space for retail business that'’s to be determined. (Photo by Jeff Helfrich)

distribution of beerand had
seen requests for distribu-
tion opportunities. They

the theater.
“We had looked at it be-
fore and it just didn’t seem

came up with the building
and we were able to ne-
gotiate with the city and

to utilize a building that’s
really been vacant for over
10 years and revitalize the

been looking for an op- looked at multiple build- like a good opportunity it became a better deal for ~ downtownareaofOregon.”
portunity to expand into ings and Oregon Mayor at the time,” Wynn said. usto be able to do that. We
doingmoreproductionand Ken Williams suggested “Some different things liked the idea of being able See PLANS page 2

Byron park board commissioner recognized

BYRON — On Dec.
20, the Byron Park District
Board of Commissioners
and Executive Director Paul
Zepezauer recognized Board
Commissioner Judd Grif-
fith for 10 years of service.
Commissioner Griffith began
his tenure with the district in
2012. Over the past 10 years,
the district has continued to
expand services within the
community and implemented
new recreational program-
ming for its residents.

“Commissioner Griffith’s
dedication to the Byron
community and parks and
recreation contributes to the
ongoing success of the dis-
trict,” Board President Jeff
Wilmarth said. “The Byron
Park District is proud to rec-
ognize Commissioner Griffith
and thankful for his service.”

Pictured are Byron Park District Executive Director Paul Zepezauer, Board Secretary Judd Griffith and
Board President Jeff Wilmarth.
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Wynn said the theater’s
proximity to the brewery
made a lot of sense. The
eventual storefront space
of the theater building
will either be filled by a
retail business venture
developed by the OCB
owners or offered up for
lease.

“We’ve had some peo-
ple contact us that are
interested in leasing it, but
we haven’t decided yet,”
Wynn said. “We could use
it ourselves for some sort
of secondary business.”

Wynn said that reno-
vations have gone well
so far and the “skeleton
of the building” is in
good shape. A new roof
was recently put on the
building. Renovations
have taken time due to
what Wynn called “a lot
of years of mistreatment”
of the building.

Upcoming work will
be done when possible
due to winter weather and
supply chain difficulties.

“We’re just trying to
make sure we can get
things done in a good
amount of time,” Wynn
said. “Hopefully we’ll be
open and be able to utilize
the space in late spring
or early summer. We’ll
see. The supply chain is
still a problem for a lot
of people. If the economy
continues to decline like
it has, that’s a problem
for us and others in small
business. It’s hard. And it

Renovatlons contlnue on former theater

Running the Ogle County Brewery has been “a learning curve” for owners Brian
Wynn, Joshua Skinner and Mike Blasciak due to the fact that they're new to the in-

dustry. The brewing portion has gone “really well” and the beers have been well-re-

ceived by customers, Wynn said. (Photo by Jeff Helfrich)

gets harder every day.”

The OCB owners had
renderings drawn for the
front and back facades
of the former theater and
have posted them in its
front window. The facade
work is planned to be
completed on the same
timeframe as the rest of
the work. They’ve fielded
a lot of requests to save
the theater’s marquee,
but that won’t be possi-
ble due to its condition,
Wynn said.

“It’s poorly-built and
inbad shape,” Wynn said.

Bird Realt

ond year with the ex-
pansion into the theater
building.

“We’ve had so many
requests and there are
somereally good opportu-
nities out there for us with
some local businesses that
really want to work with
us onsome things,” Wynn
said. “It’s exciting to have
those opportunities be
presented. That’s them
coming to us, which is re-
ally nice because it means
they like our product and
what we do. Being able
to partner with some of
these other resources and
businesses is really a pos-
itive thing for us and the
community. There’s some
pretty big opportunities
and we’re really looking
forward to them.”

Wynn said working
with the City of Oregon
has made forapositivere-

lationship. He praised the
other small businesses in
town and said he believes
that Oregon is becoming
a destination, which he
and his co-owners hoped
when they opened the
brewery.

“[The theater build-
ing] is kind of the last
storefront on that street
that really needs to be
taken care of,” Wynn
said. “For us to step in
and be able to do that, I
think largely the people in
the community are very
appreciative ofit. And we
appreciate the fact that
they’re supporting us as
abusiness, sowe’dlike to
continue to invest in this
town as well. We’ve had
a great experience here
and wanted to continue
that and be able to offer
a little bit more to this

“There’s just no saving
that. We can save some
parts of itthat we’re going
to try to incorporate. It
does have to come down
and it’s not something we
can save. But we want to
do something that gives
a little bit of a highlight
to a marquee setting so
people remember that it
was a theater. We want
to respect that part of it.”

Running the Ogle
County Brewery has
been “a learning curve”
for Wynn, Skinner and
Blasciak due to the fact

that they’re new to the
industry. The brewing
portion has gone “really
well” and the beers have
been well-received by
customers, Wynn said.
OCB has strived to be a
family-friendly business
and has recently added
free table games and ar-
cade games.

When the Ogle County
Brewery first opened, its
owners thought they’d
move into the production/
distribution side around
year five. They’re ahead
of schedule in their sec-

VFW Post #8739

1310 W. Washington St., Oregon, IL

815-732-6851

Renovations to the Oregon Theater building by
the owners of the nearby Ogle County Brewery are

planned to be completed late spring or early summer,
Owner Brian Wynn said Dec. 19. (Photo by Jeff Helfrich)
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MOVE IN READY! 3 bedroom, 2 bath home W|th 1.5 car attached
?arage on nice corner lot. New kitchen and appliances, wood burning
ireplace in family room, some new windows and other updates.

MAYDELL LESSEN & DANA DAUB
(815) 622-4619 & (815) 440-2835
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1804 W. Fairview Road, Freeport

$164,900 dickersonnieman.com/202207417

HOME SWEET HOME! 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath home. Updated eat-
in kitchen (2013). Hardwood floors throughout (refinished 2004).
Both baths have been updated with a jetted tub/shower in 2006.
Craft Room downstairs. Family Room with beautiful fireplace, patio
doors lead out to the screened in porch. Park like backyard! Beautiful
mature pond. This property is a TRUE MUST SEE!
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www. OregonChiropracticClinic.com
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S. Red Oak Lane, Chana
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STILL TIME TO BUILD YOUR HOME! Large lot with lots of
trees in Oregon School District. Well and Septic required. No
restrictions on size of home
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BRAD AUKER
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BMS students complete community service project

Students in Mrs. Bukoski’s seventh grade exploratory classes at Byron Middle School recently completed a community service project. Students chose tie-blanket
kits in a variety of designs and made the blankets cooperatively with their classmates. The students then chose where to donate the blankets to and six different
organizations were chosen including Remedies, Miss Carly’s, Friends Forever Animal Shelter, Ronald McDonald House in Madison, Generations at Neighbors and
the OSF OBGYN team. Great job, Tigers!

New project to boost youth
health data literacy skills

Ogle County resident chosen for inaugural team

OGLE COUNTY — A project to
increase the health data literacy of
youth has received funding through
the University of [llinois Extension’s
Collaboration Grant Program. As-
sistant Professor
Rachel M. Magee
will lead the proj-
ect, “Health Data
Literacy Ambas-
sadors,” with As-
sociate Professors
Catherine Blake
and Jana Diesner serving as co-in-
vestigators. Funded through the Of-
fice of the Provost’s Investment for
Growth Program and University of
Illinois Extension, the grant supports
research and partnerships that address
critical issues in five key areas: food,
economy, environment, community
and health.

In the two-year project, iSchool
researchers and extension staff will
build on existing 4-H Ambassadors
and Advocate models to create a
Health Data Literacy Ambassadors
program.

“Our interdisciplinary collabo-
ration connects researchers with
expertise in health informatics, data
analytics, youth services, and youth
community engagement with exten-
sion experts deeply experienced with
positive youth development, health,
nutrition, and wellness,” Magee said.

Fifteen teens from across the state
of Illinois will participate as program
ambassadors. They will conduct
needs assessments of health topics
in their communities, develop and
conduct data analytics projects to

Teils

Humane Society

Extension

I ILLINOIS

PET OF
THE WEEK

815.758.2457

address issues that arise from their
assessments, and present their find-
ings to university and local audiences.
University of Illinois students and
faculty will serve as mentors and sup-
port the teens in

their projects.
The 4-H youth
chosen for the
_ inaugural team
include Taylor
Woodring, Jersey
County; Brayden
Wilson, LaSalle County; Lydia Sher-
burne, Ogle County; Pritika Jakka,
McLean County; Sofie Heidrich,
Kendall County; Taj Dipenshah,
Cook County; Elizabeth Martinez,
Cook County and Carlos Martinez,

Cook County.

“This collaboration has the po-
tential to build a sustainable model
for other data literacy ambassador
programs for Illinois 4-H, furthering
efforts to address critical issue areas
across Illinois through the lens of
data analytics, continuing to empower
youth as change agents, highlight-
ing career pathways, and building
connections and new partnerships
between local communities and the
University,” Magee said.

Informed by her background as a
public librarian, Magee is a youth
advocate who teaches about and
researches youth technology and
information practices. She holds a
PhD in information studies from
Drexel University and a master’s
degree in information resources and
library science from the University
of Arizona.

Dr. Lynn Deets

www.tailshumanesociety.org

Hello, 'm Jayde! 'm a 5 year old lady

looking for a family to be a part of. My favorite treats are

chicken, ice cream and peanut butter! I've lived with kids before and | was great with
them! [ would do best in a home with an experienced dog owner. 'm a smart girl and

I need my human counterpart to be able to keep up with me! | hope you'll come meet

me soon and decide to take me home.
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Farm bureau scholarship
applications available

OREGON — The
Ogle County Farm Bu-
reau is pleased to an-
nounce that applications
fortheir 2023 Scholarship
Program will be avail-
able beginning January
4 to graduating high
school seniors, or those
enrolled at an accredited
university. Farm Bureau
members may pick up or
have applications mailed.
Applications can also
be downloaded from
the Ogle County Farm
Bureau website at www.
oglefb.org

The Don Bybee Me-
morial Scholarship is
jointly funded by the By-
bee family and the Ogle
County Farm Bureau. Mr.
Bybee served for many
years as a director on the
Ogle County Farm Bu-
reau Board and offering
this $1000 scholarship
recognizes his passion
for offering opportunities
for Ogle County youth to
advance their education.

Also available is a
$1000 scholarship fund-
ed jointly by the Ogle
County Pork Producers
Association and the Farm
Bureau. The Mark Detig
Memorial Scholarship
will be awarded annually.
Mr. Detig served as past
president and director on
the pork producers asso-
ciation board of directors

and was involved in 4-H

Compassionate, quality care
for your companion.

Dr. Nicole Marquardt

+» Gas Anesthetic

+ On-site Laboratory
+ Geriatric Care

« Dentistry

www.rochellevet.com
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youth activities in Ogle
County.

These scholarships are
in addition to the $1500
Del Flessner Memorial
Scholarship, honoring
the former manager of
the Ogle County Farm
Bureau; and two $1000
General Farm Bureau
Scholarships.

George R LeFevre
Memorial Scholarship
is a $1000 scholarship
funded by the Jeff and
Joyce Tremble Family
and the Farm Bureau. It
recognizes Mr. LeFevre
for his lifetime of service
to agriculture and youth
education in Ogle Coun-
ty. It will be awarded to
a recipient studying in a
field of agriculture.

Mary R LeFevre Me-
morial Scholarship is a
$1000 scholarship funded
by the Jeff and Joyce
Tremble Family and the
Farm Bureau. It recog-
nizes Mrs. LeFevre for
her dedicated service in
the healthcare profession
and involvement with
youth education. It will
be awarded to a recipient
studying in a healthcare
related field.

Finally an Ag Technol-
ogy Scholarship will be
awarded in an amount of
$1000. It will be awarded
to students studying in an
ag technology field sim-
ilar to diesel mechanics,

crop technician or similar
fields of study.

Eligible applicants
must meet the following
criteria: must be a high
school graduate; must
be an Ogle County Farm
Bureau member or depen-
dent of amember; mustbe
accepted at an accredited
university or college and
pursue an agricultural or
agricultural-related field
of study; must be a resi-
dent of Illinois; and must
demonstrate a financial
need.

Applicants can be
graduating high school
seniors or students cur-
rently enrolled in an
accredited college or uni-
versity.

Applicants successfully
completed and submitted
will be judged on criteria
including: academic per-
formance, demonstrated
interest in agriculture, fi-
nancial need and character/
personality.

Those interested in
receiving a scholarship
application should contact
the Ogle County Farm
Bureau at 732-2231; or
stop by their office at 421
W Pines Rd, in Oregon, I1.
Applications can also be
downloaded by visiting our
website at www.oglefb.org

All applications and
accompanying materials
must be received no later
than April 1, 2023.

gmaming

Trust with a Groomer is
important - our Groomer has
over 10 years experience &

Please call for appointments

dach3|es to DANES

Boarding And Grooming

815-453-2843
1381 N. 7th St., Rochelle | 1751 Melugins Grove Rd Steward, IL 60553

expertise.

or

Call:

Andrew Heiserman 815-561-2123
Christel Ackland 815-561-2153

Chris Grimm 815-561-2125

to advertise on the Pet of
the Week Page!
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Obituaries

James Barnes Jr.

OREGON - James L. “Jim” Barnes,
Jr.,age 75, died Wednesday, December 21,
2022 at his home in Oregon, IL.

He was born November 16,

niece Amanda Heimstead, and his beloved

dog Dee Dee.
Jim is survived by his two children:
Lisa (Adam) Albee of Dixon

1947 in Decatur, IL the son of
James L. and Barbara J. (Taft)
Barnes, Sr. He graduated from
Oregon High School in 1966. He
then served his country in the U.S.
Army from 1967 — 19609.

Jim married Diane M. Tobey

and Timothy (Melissa) Barnes
of Forreston; four grandchildren:
Cainen Lucas, Alexander Albee,
Lucas Albee, and Charlie Barnes,

of Oregon and Penny (William)
Stoughton of Butlar, PA.

& k sisters Virginia (Robert) Pearson
!

on April 29, 1972. She preceded
him in 2007.

Jimworkedover40years forE.D. Etnyre
and Company in Oregon, IL. He loved
spending time with his grandchildren. He
was an active member of the Oregon VFW
Post 8739. Jim loved sports, especially
enjoying bowling and playing softball. He
also was a softball umpire for many years.

Jim was predeceased by his parents Jim
and Barb Barnes, his wife Diane Barnes,
his brother Allen Scott Barnes, his nephews
James Pearson and Sean Rodriquez, his

Funeral service with military
honors was held 11:00 am,
Wednesday, December 28, 2022 at the
Farrell-Holland-Gale Funeral Home, 110 S.
7th Street, Oregon, IL with the Pastor David
Rogula officiating. Visitation was Tuesday
evening from 5-7 pm at the funeral home.
Burial will be in the St. Mary’s Cemetery
near Oregon.

A memorial fund is established for the
Oregon VFW Post 8739.

Visit www.farrellhollandgale.com to
leave a condolence or memory of Jim.

Lt. Col. Richard F. Bird IV

OREGON — Lt. Col. Richard F. Bird
IV,U.S.Army Ret., 77, of Oregon, I11., died
Friday, Dec. 23, 2022.

“Dick”wasbornOct. 20, 1945, in Ever-
green Park, I11., the son of James Patrick and
Margaret (Lanphear) Bird. Dick
graduated from Mendel Catholic
High School in Chicago, Class of
1964. He earned his bachelor’s
andmaster’s degrees from DePaul
University, thenserved his country
for 20 years as a military police
officerinthe U.S. Army and Army
Reserves. Dick married the love
ofhislife, Bernadette Nagorka, on
Oct.23,1971.Heworked asaspecial agent
inthe criminal investigation division of the
Internal Revenue Service for more than 30
years, a job in which he took great pride.

Dick had a lifelong love of toy trains
and was known as “The Train Guy,” with
memberships in the Stateline “S” Gauge
Club and Blackhawk Model Railroad
Club. He took great pleasure in sharing his
enthusiasmwith others, especially younger
generations.

Dick was a devout Catholic, a member
of St. Mary Oratory and a 3rd Degree

member of the Knights of Columbus. Dick
also served his community with the St.
Vincent DePaul Society and Lion’s Club
International.

Dick is survived by his wife, Berna-
dette; his son, Richard (Hillary)
Bird V; grandchildren, Eleanor
and Amelia; brothers-in-law
Mark (Karen) Nagorka and Mi-
chael (Sue) Gerberi; numerous
nieces, nephews and friends.
Dick was preceded in death by
his parents; brother, Michael
(Rita) Bird; and sister-in-law,
Kathleen Gerberi.

Mass of Christian Burial will be cele-
brated at 11 a.m. on Wednesday, Jan. 4,
2023, at St. Mary Oratory, 517 Elm St.,
Rockford, IL61102. Visitation will begin
at 10 a.m. at the church. Dick will be bur-
ied at 11 a.m., Thursday, Jan. 5, 2023, with
full military honors, at Abraham Lincoln
National Cemetery, 20953 W. Hoff Road,
Elwood, IL 60421.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be
made to St. Mary Oratory or American
Legion Post 97, PO Box 597, Oregon, IL
61061.

William Dach

ROCKFORD - William C. “Bill”
Dach, age 78, passed away at home sur-
rounded by his loving family on
December 25, 2022.

He was born on October 2,
1944 the son of Carl and Ethel
(Gann) Dach. He spent his life in
the Byron area graduating from
Byron High School.

Bill learned the fencing trade
from his father and branched out
to start his own business, Dach
Fence Co. in 1966.

He married Patricia Stukenberg on
August 27, 1965. Bill loved motorcycles
and had his own motorcycle shop in the
1980’s selling parts and building custom
bikes. He also loved traveling to Daytona
Bike Week and taking many trips with his
wife. He was someone who liked to stay
busy and he could frequently be found
working in his garage or reaching for one
of his many pairs of reading glasses.

Hewasamemberofthe Masonic Lodge
which was very important to him. But, the
most important thing in Bill’s life was his
family. He loved taking the family out to
eat and spending time with them as much
as he could. His favorite thing was being

an involved father and grandfather.

He is preceded in death by his parents,
grandson Joel, great-grandson
Javian, and brothers, Jerry and
Ronnie.

He is survived and missed
by his wife, Patricia Dach of
Rockford; sons, Chris Dach of
Rockford and Adam (Aimee)
Dach of Byron; siblings, Elena
BeeofLincoln, IL, Dolores Mills
of Davis, IL, and Andy (Marsha)
Dach of Rockford; grandchildren, Megan
(Robert) Dach, Mariah (Tyler) Dach, Am-
ber (Jake Ross) Dach, Kyle Dach, Autumn
Dach, Darian Payton, Dalton Payton, and
Joie Payton; and great grandchildren, Jaela,
Dylan, Rylie, and Kinsley.

Funeral services were held at All Saints
Lutheran Church in Byronat 11:00 AM on
Saturday, December 31, 2022 with Pastor
Janet Wold of the church officiating. Visi-
tation will be held at Farrell Holland Gale
Funeral Home in Byron from 4:00 — 7:00
PM on Friday December 30, 2022. Burial
will be at Byron Cemetery.

Memorials are established for Shriner
Hospitals. To leave an online condolence
please visit www.farrellhollandgale.com
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Linda “Carr” Greenhow

BYRON —Linda Doreen “Carr”
Greenhow, 68, of Byron, passed away
peacefully on Sunday, Dec. 18, 2022, at
SwedishAmerican Hospital in Rockford,
surrounded by her loving fam-
ily. She was born on Sept. 26,
1954, in Rochelle, the daughter
of Richard and Patricia (Jones)
Carr.

She was raised in Oregon,
and graduated from Oregon
High School in 1973. She then
moved to Loves Park, with her
former husband, where they
raised their daughters Jessica
and Jennifer. She married her loving
husband, Cliff, in 1995.In 1999 they both
retired, took off in their tiny camper, and
traveled the country. They soon traded in
the tiny camper for a beautiful fifth wheel.

In 2001 she had her first heart attack,
and they reluctantly had to give up trav-
eling. They were so happy to find their
dream home in Byron, which was just
a foundation and frame that had been
empty for many years. They set up camp
in the driveway, and CIliff turned that
dilapidated old house into their forever
home. She loved her home so much, and
you could usually find her sitting in her
kitchen playing solitaire on her I[pad with
a smile on her face. She loved cooking
and baking for her family anytime she
could. She absolutely loved spoiling her
grandchildren and having them there for
many sleepovers.

In 2012 our mom was given the won-
derful gift of a heart transplant that gave
us another 10.5 years with her. Over the
years, she battled several healthissues, too
many hospital stays and surgeries even
to count, and not once did our warrior
complain. Her doctors described her as

a “medical miracle.” She fought so hard
until her last breath, and we are beyond
proud of her strength through every battle
she faced.

We have peace knowing
she is with her loved ones who
have already passed and our
Heavenly Father for eternity.
She will be greatly missed by
her daughter Jessica (Tom)
Fraser and their children
Gavin, Carly, Brody, Taylor,
and great-grandson Aurelio;
daughter Jennifer (Brandon)
Watts and their children, Maia,
Camden, Danae, Chiron, Persephone,
Damien, Heleana, and Dino; sister Lori
(Tim) Benesh; brothers Steve, Stan and
Doug Carr; many loving nieces and
nephews; stepchildren, Butch (Jackie)
Greenhow, Ron (Teresa) Greenhow, Beth
(Mark) Bostrom, and many step grand and
great-grandchildren; and her ex-husband
and father of her children, Greg Jensen
and his wife, Teresa.

She was predeceased by her loving
husband, Clifford “Cliff” Greenhow, her
parents, and her sister Vicki Young.

A Celebration of Life will be held on
Sunday, Jan. 8 at 1 p.m. at Oregon VFW
Post 8739 1310 W. Washington St., Or-
egon. Her final resting place will be in
Daysville Cemetary, Oregon. Internment
of her remains will be held at a later date.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be
made for the family.

Special thank you to all of her doc-
tors at Aurora, St. Lukes’s hospital in
Milwaukee, Wis., especially her nurse
Kristen Dwyer, Davita Dialysis, Swed-
ishAmerican Hospital Critical Care Unit,
and nurse Kayla who made her last day
so comfortable and special for our family.

Leonard “Tobe” Hagemann

LEAF RIVER — Leonard “Tobe”
Hagemann, age 90, passed away on
December 23, 2022 in Serenity Hospice
& Home in Oregon, IL with his family
by his side. Tobe was born
on March 16, 1932 in Leaf
River, IL on family farm; son
of August & Dorothy (Green)
Hagemann. He married Donna
Stanley on April 5, 1953 and
they had three daughters.

The outdoors and land were
always his passion and call-
ing. He was a lifelong farmer;
Sunset Acres Trucking busi-
ness, and in later years he was a bus driver
for Byron School District, where he loved
spending time and joking with the kids, he
was also a lawn supervisor for Forreston
School. HewasalsoaLeafRiver Township
supervisor and trustee for 40 years. Tobe
was instrumental in placing a marker on
Myrtle Road where Leaf River Township
was formed. He was a member of the Leaf
River riding club and loved horses, riding
in his childhood saddle on August o 2022.
He was a member of the Grange and Leaf
River Lions.

His greatest joy in life was his family
and going to the lake house with kids and
grandchildren. Tobe always said kindness
is love.

He loved Oliver Tractors large and
small, collecting and restoring them, and

Wilma

OREGON — Wilma E. Logan, age
97, passed away on December 26, 2022
at Oregon Living and Rehab
Center. She was born on Oc-
tober 25, 1925 in Centralia,
IL the daughter of Walter and
Cleona (Boatright) Hazlip.

She worked as a cook at
various area restaurant until
she met and married the love
of her life, Ira Logan on July
28, 1973 at the Christian

going on tractor “trail rides.”

Tobe is survived by his wife, Don-
na; daughters, Julie Edwin, Chana, IL,
Christy (Jim) Bachman, Leaf River, IL,
and Shari (Randy) Martin,
Forreston, IL; grandchildren,
Tara (Brad) Johnson, Chicago,
IL, Breann (Tom) Sublewski,
Byron, IL, Tobi (Doug) John-
son, Winnebago, IL, Cody
Hoting, Freeport, IL, Michelle
Spooden (Ken), Belvidere, IL,
and Jim Edwin, Rockford, IL;
great-grandchildren, Walter,
Levi, and Amelia Grace John-
son; step grandchildren, Alyssa and Bry-
anna Morris; step great-grandchildren,
Ryder and Journi; sisters, Gussie Grove,
LeafRiver, ILand Janie McNames, Byron,
IL; and sister-in-law, Kathleen Walker,
Belvidere, IL.

He is preceded in death by his parents;
brother, Tom (Bernice) Hagemann; broth-
er-in-laws, John Grove, Don Walker, and
JimMcNames; and son-in-law, Ray Edwin.

Graveside services will be held in
Lightsville Cemetery, Leaf River, IL for
immediate family.

Memorials may be made to Serenity
Hospice & Home.

“Yea my Daddy is a farmer... and |
guess he’ll never stop till he lays his tired
old body down... he’ll be making one
“Last Crop.”

Logan

Riley, Phyllis Irvin, Gary Riley, and Sam
Logan, Brothers Kenneth Hazlip, Eugene
Hazlip, Charles Hazlip, sisters
Joyce Hazlip, and Patricia
Wikoff.

She is survived by her both-
ers Clifford , Leland Hazlip,
and Glenn Hazlip, sister Sue
Buisker, grandchildren Corey
Irvin, Derrick Irvin, Robin
Lamadue, Tana Renolyds, Tim

Church in Polo, Illinois. Then
she focused on working on the family
farm.

She was someone who always needed
to stay busy and would take time to can
things from her expansive garden, work
in her upholstery shop she set up in the
basementand always kepta clean house.
She was an avid quilter and great cook
and even made wedding cakes for many
couples. But, more than anything Wilma
loved her family and always made sure
to take time for them. She was someone
you could count on to love you and be
there for you no matter what.

Sheis predeceased by her parents, her
children Trice Clyde Riley, Jr., Richard

Riley, Jamie Fager, Ricky Ri-
ley, Karyn Riley, Robert Riley,
BrianRiley, Billy Riley, CoraRiley, Tye,
Krisy, Shannon, Darrel, Robbie, great
grandchildren David, Michael, Kenzie,
Charli, Robert, Autumn, Mona, DJ, Kate,
Zach, Shyler, James, Abbigal, Josh, Ja-
cob, Allysa, great great grandchildren
Zander, Adley, Asher, Ayden, Glisa,
Marlowe, Addy, Opi, Oakley, McKenna,
Akari, Penny Evie, and Blair.

A memorial service will be held at 12
pm on Monday, Jan. 2, 2023 at Farrell
Holland Gale Funeral Home in Oregon.
Visitation will be held from 10 am — 12
pm prior to the service.

Memorials are established in her
name.
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Richard “Duck” Sweitzer has performed at First
Fridays, as well as other open mikes far and near, for

many years. He's accompanied on bass in this photo
by Mike Bratt.

First Fridays
show set for
Jan. 6

OREGON — The First Fridays Open Mic presents
its monthly show atthe Oregon VFW this January 6. The
event attracts many talented performers, but musicians
and singers of all skill levels find acceptance from its
supportive audience.

The VFW is located at 1310 West Washington Street
in Oregon. It provides ample parking, along with the
availability of a restaurant and bar within the building.
A fish fry runs from 4 to 8 PM.

The show starts at 7 P.M. Admission s free, although
a jar is available for donations. Performers can sign
up for time slots on a first come first serve basis this
month, starting at 6:30 P.M. Interested parties who
have questions can contact Jerry Tice, at §15-449-2660.

Officers issue speeding citations

BYRON — On Dec. 7, Cynthia
M. Benson, 52, of Aurorawas issued
a citation for speeding.

On Dec. 7, Kamelshkamar P.
Patel, 43, of Mount Prospect was
issued a citation for speeding.

On Dec. 7, Alexandria J. Gray,
24, of Commerce City, Colorado
was issued a citation for speeding.

On Dec. 7, Charlotte G. Brinker,
20, of Roscoe was issued a citation
for speeding.

On Dec. 8, Janet R. Peth, 75,
of Byron was issued a citation for
speeding.

OnDec. 8, ColleenA. Considine,
60, of Byron was issued a citation
for speeding.

OnDec. 8, Dallas J. Henrichs 28,
of Rock Falls was issued a citation
for speeding.

On Dec. 8, Dean M. Sunderman,
37,ofRockford wasissued a citation

for speeding.

On Dec. 8, Logan J. Lindahl, 24,
of Byron was issued a citation for
operating a vehicle with no valid
registration.

On Dec. 8, Thomas G. Rienstra,
83, of Stillman Valley was issued
a citation for failure to yield at a
private road.

On Dec. 11, Karianne A. Mc-
Carty, 38, of Byron was issued a
citation for speeding.

On Dec. 12, Miranda C. Moen,
28, of Zealing, lowa was issued a
citation for speeding.

On Dec. 12, Nichole S. Rains,
33, of Rockford was issued cita-
tions for operating an uninsured
vehicle and for operating a vehicle
with suspended registration.

OnDec. 13, Joseph L. Cook, 45,
of Rockford was issued a citation
for operating an uninsured vehicle.

On Dec. 13, Emmy K. Gardner,
24, of Vermilion, Ohio was issued
a citation for speeding.

On Dec. 13, Jordan Croegart,
18, 0f Oregon was issued a citation
for speeding.

On Dec. 14, Todd M. Spink,
60, of Oregon was arrested on
an outstanding warrant in Ogle
County. Spink was transferred to
Ogle County Jail and held in lieu
of bond.

On Dec. 16, Roger W. Lemke,
76, of Byron was issued citations
for speeding and driving with a
expired license.

On Dec. 17, Mikayla S. Cox, 28,
of Sterling was issued a citation for
speeding.

Any arrests listed below are mere-
ly accusations and the defendant is
presumed innocent unless proven
guilty in a court of law.

OGLE COUNTY SHERIFF

Man arrested on domestic battery charges

OREGON — Dec. 21 at approximately 12:51 a.m.
deputies responded to an address in the 4,000 block
of East Illinois Route 72 in reference to a domestic
disturbance. After further investigation William Upton,
50, of Byron, was placed under arrest for aggravated
domestic battery and domestic battery. Also arrested

POLO POLICE DEPARTMENT

was Amber Dodson, 29, of Stillman Valley, for domestic
battery. Both Upton and Dodson were transported to
the Ogle County Jail where they were held pending an
appearance before a judge.

Allindividuals are considered innocent until proven
guilty.

General calls for service, citation reported

POLO — The Polo Police
Department has reported the
following general calls for ser-
vice for Dec. 12 through Dec. 25.

Citizen Complaints/Assist
- 18

Animal - 1

Alarm - 1

Disturbance/Domestic - 1
Fire/Medical Assist - 8

911 Hang Up - 1
Traffic Stops — 3

On Dec. 25 at 10:20 p.m.,
Polo Police cited Evelyn
Stokes, 56, Polo, for speeding
48 MPH in a 30 MPH speed
zone. Stokes was released on
an [-Bond.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

January 3

Young Widows Group will meet from
5:00-6:00 p.m. at the Serenity Home,
1658 SILRT 2, Oregon, IL. This group
1s for ages 55 and under.

To register please call 815-732-4111
by noon if you plan to attend.

January 27

The Ogle County Solid Waste Man-
agement Department (OCSWMD) will
be hosting a residential electronics re-
cycling event on January 27,2023 from
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 909 Pines Road in
Oregon.

Brought to you by these sponsors:

This event is for Ogle County resi-
dents only and a free permit is required
in advance of the event. To obtain a
free permit call 815-732-4020 or email
solidwaste@oglecountyil.gov by 4:00
p.m. on Thursday, January 26th.

Accepted items include all televisions
and computer monitors, computers,
computer hardware and cables, laptops,
tablets, cell phones, printers, FAX ma-
chines, scanners, shredders (no tubs),
copiers, video gaming equipment,
DVD/VCR’s, cable/satellite boxes,
stereo equipment, radios, digital clocks,
cameras, calculators, phone systems,

holiday light strands, extension cords,
rechargeable batteries, printer ink car-
tridges, CD/DVD’s, and CFL bulbs.
Microwave ovens accepted for $5 per
unit. Cash or check accepted.

Limit seven (7) large or bulky items
per permit and one permit per county
household per month. Business or
institutional electronic materials not
accepted at these events.

For more information about this re-
cycling event call the OCSWMD at the
number above, visit www.oglecounty.
org, or on Facebook at Ogle County
Solid Waste Management Dept.

STEVE BENESH & SONS

3923 N River Rd Oregon IL 61061
815-732-2384

stevebeneshandsons.com

A Furry AffHair-Primp Your Pet

Grooming Salon

815-677-3356

Arlette Howerton, Owner
Like us on Facebook 029, 3926 W. IL Rt. 64
Afurryafthair@gmail.com ‘ Mt. Morris, Illinois 61054

Your Independently Owned
Community Bank Since 1882

Stillmgﬂ

Byron Oregon Rochelle Rockford Roscoe/Rockton  Stillman Valley
815-234-5626 815-732-7956 815-562-7071 815-332-8100  815-623-1800 815-645-2266

A Member
] www.stillmanbank.com FDIC

09282015

COMPLETE
FEED &
RUSTIC

\\ o' '. ” ) .
Leaf 7(iver, I III RELICS
700 IL Route 72 E  Leaf River ¢ 815-973-2432
Hours: Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday, 9am-5pm

SPEC2018

7993 N. River Road
Byron, 1L
By'ron (815) 234-8535 Ext. 200
Forest Preserve
District

Visit our website:
www.byronforestpreserve.com

09282015

" Prouiding necwanding careers for over 180 yeans”

1333 5 Dayavilla Rd. Dregon, IL G106 &  Apply 81 wwiw,atny™e, com/canrears

HlLLIKER ELE[ZTRIE

LICENSED, BONDED, & INSURED

&3 @HILLIKERELECTRIC

RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL WIRING
Call 815-441-8207 for a free quote
or to schedule service today!
HILLIKER. ELECTRIC@GMAIL.COM « FRANKLIN GROVE, IL

GENERAC

Scott Stephens, Agent
500 Gale St

Oregon, IL61061

Bus: 815-732-6690
www.scottlstephens.com

oo StateFarm-

For All Your Insurance Needs.

09262016

Are You
Buying a home?
Relocating? A
Refinancing? THE HARVARD STATE BANK su
# HARVARD ¢ HEBRON ¢ OREGON ¢ ROCKFORD
Call Us Today! Yourn Fuiends in Banking

510 W. Washington St. ¢ Oregon, IL 61061
815.732.3111 » www.webhsb.com
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* On Jan. 16, 1547, Ivan IV Vasilyevich (aka
“Ivan the Terrible”) crowned himself the first czar of
Moscow. But was that nickname really deserved? Yes
and no: “Terrible” more accurately meant “strong,”
“menacing” and “impressive” in his day, but there’s
no denying the ruler had a pretty fierce, and on oc-
casion murderous, temper as well.

* On Jan. 22, 1930, excavation began for the
Empire State Building. Completed just a little more
than a year after construction started, at 102 stories
it held the record for world’s tallest building until
1972, when it was succeeded by the city’s World
Trade Center.

* On Jan. 17, 1949, the first Volkswagen Type
1, or Beetle, in the U.S. arrived from Germany. It
was designed by Ferdinand Porsche at the request
of Adolf Hitler and sold well because it was not just
well built, but reasonably priced, soon becoming
“America’s budget car.”

* On Jan. 19, 1977, citizens of Miami received
a jaw-droppingly unexpected gift from the sky -- a
dusting of snow for the first time in the city’s history.
To date, it was also the last occurrence. Well, maybe
next year ...

* On Jan. 18, 1996, Lisa Marie Presley filed for
divorce from Michael Jackson. Speculation as to the
cause of the split ran as rampant as the questioning
of the rather bizarre coupling in the first place, but
Presley herself laid the blame simply on “irrecon-
cilable differences.”

*OnlJan. 20,2010, the Chinese government banned
the movie “Avatar,” claiming its plot mirrored the
nation’s forced land evictions. Officials feared the
fictional indigenous Na’virace’s revolt could prompt
a similar uprising among real-life citizens.

*OnlJan. 21,2014, activist Kanstantsin Zhukouski
nominated his pet parrot in a local council election in
Belarus. Unfortunately, he never found out whether
the parrot could have actually won, as he soon with-
drew its candidacy, probably to avoid a penalty after
proving his aimed-for point on the uselessness of his
country’s politics.

(c) 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.

Tired, but thankful

S Iwriteit’s the day after
Christmas. The wrap-
ping paper and boxes are

almost finished smoldering in the
firepit. The fridge is full of leftovers.
Christmas cookies cover
every counter space in the
kitchen. And this old dog is
tired, but thankful.

As I muse in front of the
fire with a cocktail my mind
starts drifting back to earlier
days. Funny how when you
finally relax and put your
worries on pause how much
you can remember and how
warm it makes you feel.

At the ripe age of 66, I've got
plenty to look back on. I’ve probably
seen things I never thought I’d ever
see, and I know I’ve seen things |
wish I’d never see, but as an old
friend told me once, “believe all of
what you see and half of what you
hear.” Words of wisdom that have
come in as handy as a pocket knife
over the years.

This year we put out a jar and
set a bag of dried beans next to
it. Each time someone thought of
something they were thankful for
they dropped a bean in the jar then
proudly proclaimed their thanks.
I know, sounds a little corny, but
you know what, [t made you think.
It also made you glad to hear the
things that those you love give
thanks for; especially if your name
comes up.

I can’t recall all the beans I
pitched into the jar, but [ know each
one had a name attached. You see
I’ve been around people my whole
life. Although as I grow older I've
turned into a hermit, it never used
to be that way. From the time [ was
a snot-nosed five year-old sitting
at the farm equipment dealership

Ron Kern

shooting the breeze with whoever
came through the door, to today
trying to find answers to questions
I had no idea existed, I’ve always
had personal interaction.

Andsoitreasons that the
things in my life that I am
thankful for have nothing
to do with monetary value,
sentimental value, riches
or fame, trinkets and toys;
but to the treasures I’ve ac-
cumulated through friends
and family. As someone
much wiser than me, the
Dali Lama said, “Give the
ones you love the wings to fly,
roots to come back and reasons to
stay.” Good advice.

Of course at my advanced age
I also recall the words of Ernest
Hemingway, “Never delay kissing
a pretty woman or opening a bottle
of whiskey.” Also good advice.

So as I sit here watching the
embers glow, with a New Year fast
approaching, I think that this year
I’ll pass on making all the New Year
resolutions I know I’1l never keep.
Instead I think I’lluse the New Year
to remember all those folks that
touched my life, but have passed
on, but take the lessons they taught
and pass those on. The measure of
the man is not what he had in life,
but what he gave away.

Soto start the New Year off with
a chuckle, here’s few corny ones
for all you dads out there...Enjoy.

Youth is when you’re allowed
to stay up for New Year’s. Middle
age is when you’re forced to.

What is a New Year’s resolu-
tion? Something that goes in one
year and out the other.

What’s the worst part of jogging
onNew Year’s Eve? Theice falling
out of your drink!

My New Year’s resolution was
to drop my bad habits, but no one
likes a quitter.

What was the Amityville
Priest’s resolution? To exorcise
more.

What was Dr. Frankenstein’s
new year’s resolution? To make
new friends.

A man asks his buddy fora cig-
arette. His friend quips, “I thought
youmade a New Year’s resolution
and that you don’t smoke.” The
man replied, “I’m in phase one
of quitting.” Confused, his friend
asked, “Phase one?” The man
laughed, “Yes. I’ve quit buying.”

A woman took an afternoon
nap on New Year’s Eve. When she
woke up, she told her husband, “I
just dreamed that you gave me a
diamond ring for a New Year’s
present. What do you think it all
means?” He replied, “Aha, you’ll
know tonight!” At midnight, her
husband handed her a small gift-
wrapped present. Excited, she
opened it quickly, but was even
more surprised: In it was a book
titled The Meaning of Dreams.

An optimist stays up until
midnight to see the New Year in.
A pessimist stays up to make sure
the old year leaves.

A man who had too much to
drink decides to walk home on New
Year’s Eve. A policeman stopped
the man and asked where he was
going. “I’monmy way to a lecture,”
the man replied. The cop scoffed,
“Who gives lectures on New Year’s
Eve?” The man answered: “My
wife.”

What do you call always having
a date for New Year’s Eve? Social
Security.

Ron Kern is the manager of the
Ogle County Farm Bureau.

That's a line | won't cross

N ambulance arrived at a U.S.

A senator’s house recently and hauled

his 14-year-old daughter away for
self-inflicted stab wounds.

When I read that news report earlier this
month, I just cringed.

That child didn’t choose to be a politi-
cian’s daughter. And her problems shouldn’t
be exhibited in the news media for all
the world to discuss. Fortunately, the
staff of the senator, who represents a
southwestern state, said her wounds
were not life threatening.

Most every news report I’ve read
identified the child and her father.

I’m sorry, that’s a line I won’t
Cross.

News organizations shouldn’t write
about the travails of politicians’ chil-
dren unless it would otherwise be newswor-
thy or the parent misuses their power to get
the kid out of trouble.

I have three daughters ages 12, 14 and 17.
It’s never been easy to be a teenager and its
especially hard when you have a parent who
holds elective office. Your life is in a fish-
bowl.

Don’t believe me? Well, during every elec-
tion cycle, I receive phone calls from people
telling me about the alleged transgressions of
the children of politicians.

Yes, every election.

Sometimes the folks who make these calls
are political operatives. But often they are
ordinary people wanting to feel better about
their own screwed up family by pointing out
the faults in someone else’s.

This year, I received a call from a member
of a prominent Democratic family who re-
ported that the son of two Republican office-
holders was ticketed for underage drinking

Scott eeder

when he was a high school student.

I looked up the case, found that the judi-
cial system treated the young man like just
about everyone else and declined to do a

story.

A few years ago, the son of a prominent
Springfield politician was arrested on a mi-
nor drug charge. I was sitting at the kitchen
table reading about the arrest in the
city’s daily newspaper when my sister
in-law, who had taught the young man,
began hollering, “You’d better not write
a story about him. He’s a good kid!”

I replied that I didn’t consider it
newsworthy. In fact, I believe the com-
peting newspaper’s reporting to be gra-
tuitously cruel. Still, my sister in-law
eyed me with a bit of suspicion.

When one news organization does

Ultimately, Eric Branstad was ticketed for
improper lane usage and fined $15.

In the end, media reporting allowed voters
to decide whether the prosecutor in the case

handled the matter appropriately.

When I was a legislative reporter, a state
senator | covered adopted a troubled boy who
had been a ward of the state. It can’t be easy
to be raising a kid in an environment where
everyone knows your family’s business.

For years, [ would receive phone calls
from the senator’s political adversaries about
his boy’s latest transgressions. The malicious
calls were an effort to hurt the senator by
attacking his child.

I never printed any of the assertions. Why?
Because the child isn’t the one holding pub-
lic office and none of us get to choose our
parents. Besides that, it’s got to be hell to

something, often everyone in the industry
gets painted with the same broad brush.

When I was a young reporter in Galveston,
Texas, the son of a judge was arrested for
stalking his ex-girlfriend. During the prelimi-
nary hearing, the defendant’s father, who was
sitting in the back of the courtroom, rose and
addressed the presiding judge as a “friend of
the court.” He asked for leniency for his son
from a fellow member of the judiciary.

I reported the entire incident because it
struck me that his father was misusing his
influence to see that his son received prefer-
ential treatment.

In 1991, when I was reporter in lowa, the
16-year-old son of Gov. Terry Branstadt was
driving home from his part-time job when
he was involved in a head-on collision that
killed two people.

A two-person fatality would normally war-
rant a short story with the names of everyone
involved.

LIFE letters' policy

be raised in an environment where everyone
knows your mistakes.

In 2007, the son took his own life. I was
glad I never reported on any of his transgres-
sions. My conscience is clear.

Ronald Reagan’s daughter Patti Davis once
wrote in the Washington Post: “Unfortunate-
ly, for political sons and daughters, the fear
of how you will be perceived as you go about
your life, as you pursue your dreams and
goals, underlies everything. It’s a toxic way
to live. You have to constantly second-guess
yourself, as in, ‘If [ were anyone else, this
would be a great opportunity, but it’s prob-
ably just being offered because of who my
father is, and even if it isn’t, it could look
that way.””

No one should be forced to live that way.

Scott Reeder, a staff writer for Illinois
Times, can be reached at sreeder@illinois-
times.com.

Concise letters are most likely to be chosen for publication, but the use of any material is at the discretion of management. All letters must
be signed or they will not be considered for publication.

During election times, no letters written by the candidates endorsing themselves will be considered for publication.

Editing may be necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas will not be altered. Writers are urged to use discretion

and refrain from sarcasm or personal attacks.

Criticism of individuals or organizations that is not broached tactfully will jeopardize the publication of a letter. Letters will be published
in the order that they are received, unless there is a time factor involved, space permitting.
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ESL class begins Jan.
17 in Mt. Morris

MT. MORRIS — Adults who want to improve
their English-speaking skills can join the spring
session of the Sauk Valley Community College
English as a Second Language (ESL) beginning
Tuesday, Jan. 17 hosted by the Evangelical Free
Church of Mt. Morris.

Classes will meet on Tuesdays and Wednesdays
from 9 to 11 a.m. through May 10.

The fall session, also held at the church,
wrapped up Dec. 14.

Since mid-September, 15 people from Mt.
Morris and surrounding communities attended
the twice-weekly classes.

This was the first time the Adult Education
office at SVCC has offered the free classes in Mt.
Morris, and it was one of the largest they have
had. Sessions are also held in Dixon and Sterling.

To enroll in ESL classes, adult learners must
be 17 years of age or older and not currently
. : : enrolled in high school.

SVHS December Students of the Month named Adults who are interested in registering for
ESL classes may call the SVCC Adult Education
office at 8§15-835-6310 for more information. To

Congratulations to the Stillman Valley High School Students of the Month for December. Pic-

tured from left to right are: SVHS Vice Principal Jeff Voltz, Cale Kleinschmidt (ninth grade), Michael %ﬁ?ggg %;TIH member in Spanish, call Laura at

The Evangelical Free Church is located at 102
S. Seminary Ave., Mt. Morris.

Pannarelle (10th grade), Braxton Jennings (11th grade), Randy Manos (12th grade) and Stillman Bank
Executive Vice President & COO David Mecklenburg. Each of the students received a gift card for their
achievement.

Polo Lions club hosts new
teachers and staff

On Tuesday, Dec. 6, the Polo Lions Club
hosted new teachers and staff of the Polo
Community School District and their plus
one to show appreciation. Those that
attended are: Kathy Sheats, Robert and
Ingrid Wolfley, Shawn and Cindy Duguid,
Natalie and Kyle Blum, Katrina Stohr,
Meredith Gelander, Austin Wolber, Paul
Mcloud, Jordann and Ashley Fishman.
Ted Alston was the special speaker at the
meeting. Thank you all for all you do for
the kids.

Start your New Year’s
" resolution by scheduling an
appointment in 2023 with a
wellness check up!

-'.t%x

v ‘“

Our team at Deforest Dental is excited to announce our newest
team member...the iTero Element 5D scanner! Your health is our
wmdbwu“uWa

606 W. Washington St. ¢ Oregon IL 61061
815.732.3225 « www.deforestdental.com

@ Monday-Friday 8-5pm ‘:’ invisalign-

.J.l
L4 W
I:l:ﬁl 'EIIIIII.Iﬁ rl: IN |] Fi I-_H'||'.'.'|_ HlL'iL The Clear Alternative to Braces
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OES December Students of the Month named

Oregon Elementary School recently named its December Students of the Month. One student from each
OES homeroom was recognized for displaying outstanding leadership and helping make the school a
positive place for all. “We are proud of their efforts to lead by example and excel in the classroom,” A
Facebook post said. Honorees were celebrated with a monthly Leader Lunch.

Members clockwise are Jackson Willis, Skyler Holmes, Ali
Danekas, Courtney Bushman, Mylo Willis, James Runte,
Logan Burmeister, and Kayden Barndt. Submitted by Club
Reported Mylo Willis.

Pine Creek Valley 4-H Club

attends awards ceremony

POLO — The Pine Creek Valley 4-H Club had the oppor-
tunity to go to the county-wide 4-H Achievement Day awards
ceremony heldin Byron onNov. 13. Ourmembers were honored
with Outstanding President: Ali Danekas, Outstanding Vice Pres-
ident: Courtney Bushman, Honors Club recognition, Window
Display contest recognition, and Project Honor awards went to
Katelyn Rockwood, Laura Rockwood and Ali Danekas. Record
book recognition also went to Katelyn, Laura, Ali and Courtney.

The club was eager to set up a booth to promote 4-H at the
annual Polo Town Christmas Festival on Dec. 4 at the Polo
Library. Approximately 75 children visited our booth to play
Plinko and win 4-H swag.

We are currently conducting our annual garbage bag and
cookie dough fundraiser. If you would like to place an order
with a club member, or to join us for a visit during a meeting,
please call the extension office at 815-732-2191 for details.

; r..ll.-l...ﬂ..l #1'
k -—

-

Submitted by Club Reporter Mylo Willis.
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flO

815-732-3101 | www.oregonpark.org
Find us on Facebook!

¥ OREGON
Park District

Creating fun for a lifetime!



GLE COUNTY

1IFE

Rock VALLEY SHOPPER

pa allop o

OcLE CouNnTy
LIFE

Rock VALLEY SHOPPER

L

MONDAY, JANUARY 2, 2023 - SECTION B « PAGE 1

OES hosts First Responders Appreciation Lunch

Oregon Elementary School held a First Responders Appreciation Lunch Dec. 16 to thank them for all they do. The students enjoyed the opportunity to interact
with those who protect and serve and form positive connections with all. Thank you to representatives from the following organizations for coming to spend time
with our students: Oregon Police Department, Mount Morris Police Department, Ogle County Sheriff’s Office, Oregon Fire Department and EMS and lllinois State
Police.

of Rock Valley

302 Sunset Lane, Mount Morris $159,900 Call Carla

Adjoining the Mt Morris Golf course!! This brick/siding stately home offers over 1800 sq ft of
living space. A beautiful opportunity for anyone. You'll fall in love with this charming cozy home!

2 bedrooms, 2 baths, 2 levels finished with 2nd story above the 3 car garage that offers loads of
opportunity! Super cute kitchen with formal dining area open to large living room with fireplace
with hardwood flooring under the carpeting. Covered front porch with its own porch swing! 2 large
bedrooms with hardwood flooring under the carpeting! This home has been lovingly maintained
with an excellent schedule! Heated garage, Gutter guards recently installed, superior insulation
throughout, 2 renewable high end pellet stoves in basement and garage approximately 10K in
value! Central vac for easy maintenance. See the difference between Ho-Hum and Wow!! Call

3747 W lIl Route 64 #163, Mount Morris
$20,000 Call Mark

3 bedroom, 1 full bath, 2005 “Hauck Homes” mobile home for
sale in Mt. Morris Estates. New roof, new furnace & A/C, new
porch and new laminate floor all in 2021-2022! Appliances
included are electric stove, washer/dryer, microwave and small
freezer. A couple other furniture items will be included with the
property. Nice garden shed for storage. Wheelchair accessible
ramp. Close walking distance to Dollar General store makes
for convenient shopping! Buyer must be approved by the park
office.

2072 IIl Route 26, Dixon $289,900 Call JD

Wanting that ‘new’ home feel? Tired of all those tedious home makeover projects? Look no further.
This property is practically all brand new and move-in ready. No expense was spared. Nestled

on just under 1.5 acres, this rural ranch home just north of Dixon features 4 bedrooms and 2
bathrooms, including a master suite with walk-in closet; main floor laundry, full finished basement,
new deck, insulated garage, and so much more. Updates include- but are not limited to- roof,
siding, exterior doors and windows, furnace, A/C, water heater, electrical, plumbing, new front
porch, flooring and paint throughout, interior doors, fully remodeled/reengineered bathrooms, as
well as a brand-new kitchen with new cabinets, stone countertops, and stainless-steel appliances.
There is so much to love, and you can move right in.

610 W Chinquapin Dr., Oregon $525,000 Call Rebecca
CUSTOM RANCH WITH STUNNING RIVER VIEWS! This stunning estate sits high overlooking the Rock
River and offers the ultimate location for wooded privacy. Situated on 3+ acres, zoned AG with a private
driveway, this custom-buift ranch home has a great deal to offer over 4,500 square feet of living space, 4+
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, finished lower level, attached 4 car garage and detached 24x30 garage. A true

chef’s kitchen with granite counter tops, gourmet appliances, Garland Range, Allure hoods, granite counter
tops, island seating, eat in area and loads of cabinet space! Master bedroom features a grand closet, en suite
bathroom and patio doors to the courtyard with views of the Rock River. The additional bedrooms are all terrific
size with larger closets. Custom floor plan also features a formal dining room with oversized wood burning
fireplace, large den, eat in kitchen area and formal dining space off of the kitchen. Much of the wood used for
the trim and doors was milled from trees on the property. Many added bonuses including granite floors, granite
windowsills, central vac, backup generator & dog run area. A truly serene and must-see property!

today for your showing!
% 1
78

o

225 N Jefferson Ave., Amboy $189,000 Call Jenny
WOW! The UPDATES on this HOME are fantastic! Fresh paint and new flooring make all the
difference in this 3 bedroom, 1 1/2 bath home. It has a desirable open floor plan with 1st floor
laundry and 1st floor master with walk in closet. There is an office and 2 additional bedrooms
upstairs. The property, currently zoned commercial, is perfect for an investor or an owner-occupied
buyer. It features a nice single-family home, 46X100 foot shop/storage building, and a large lot with
many potential uses for growth. The building serves as a garage for the home and could be used
for a business or separated into storage for multiple renters. The building has 12’ overhead doors- a
14’ door could be installed on the end of the cold storage. The shop side is insulated, has shelving,
and new LED lights. Uses for the vacant lot are endless, as there is a gravel base under the grass
in the lot. Call today to tour this great property in Amboy!

r——
=

503 S Second Street, Oregon $119,00 Call Ashley
Savor the modest river views from this 4 bed 2 bath home with a large back yard!!! This home has
plenty of space waiting for you to fill. Upon entry, the high ceilings and new beautiful gray toned
flooring delight. The main level includes 2 bedrooms, while the lower level includes 2 bedrooms,

a fireplace, and plenty of space to use for an office, entertaining, or a playroom. Both levels have
the option for laundry so choose whatever fits your needs or utilize both! A unique feature about
this property is kitchens on both levels making this an ideal situation for an in-law suite or guests.
You can access this property by street, driveway, or paved alley. Some newer flooring throughout
the home and the roof is approximately 7 years old. All appliances stay. Come take a tour of this
property waiting for you to call it HOME!!!

508 N 6th Street, Oregon $240,000 Call Lori

Grand, family friendly home. Here is your opportunity to live in a neighborhood with many grand
homes. This house on .60 acres is a mix of old world charm and huge modern family room.
Features include 9 foot ceilings, 2 wood burning fireplaces, built in hutch and cabinetry, living room
with historic tin ceiling, light fixtures from the original period. Outside you will have a beautiful lot,
great views, wood deck, huge 3 season porch with vaulted ceiling. The garage is 28 x 48 feet plus
a 6 foot overhang on the north side. The 2 overhead doors are 8.75’ x 8.75’,s0 bring your bigger
vehicles. So many people looking for oversized garages!! Don’t miss out on this gem.

110 N McKendrie, Mount Morris $79,000 Call Mark
1.5 story, 3 bedroom, 2 bath home with large fenced yard is now available! 2 bedrooms and bath
upstairs and 1 bedroom w/bath downstairs. Large dining and kitchen area. Dishwasher will stay.
Other appliances are negotiable. Original oak hardwood flooring. Bonus room on main level,
currently being used as a salon, could be 4th bedroom or family room. 2nd floor laundry. Close to
downtown shopping & banking. GFA heat. Central air needs Freon to be functional. This property
is being sold “As Is”.

7 & = e @ '
i I - - g g -

26972 Pilgrim Rd., Sterling $529,000 Call Rebecca
39 ACRE PARADISE! You better move quickly for your chance to own this highly desirable property located
in Chadwick-Milledgeville School District, YOURS! This property boasts a stunning farmhouse, several
outbuildings, CRP contracts and over 800 walnut trees. With a stunning wrap around porch that has features
composite decking, the house has 5 bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms and over 3,000 square feet of living space.
Kitchen is open to the oversized dining room and also includes an eat in area with views of the backyard.
Spacious living room with wood burning fireplace. Main floor master with en suite full bathroom. Bonus space
on the main floor includes a family room with gas fireplace, office/craft area, laundry room and second kitchen.
The owners of this property have maintained and planted many, many trees over the years making this your
ideal wooded escape. A hunter’s dream, they have also harvested many large deer off of this property. There
are trails that meander through the entire 39 acres and open prairie sites allow you easy access to all that this
property has to offer. The new owner will also enjoy additional income from the CRP acreage. Attached 3.5 car
garage and the outbuildings offer endless storage and possibilities. Properties with as much to offer as this do
not come for sale every day- move quickly to call this one yours!

Rebecca Hazzard

Designated M ner

Lori Peterson
815-973-2180

Mark True
815-631-1699

Carla Benesh
8159856235
815-509-8432

;‘?‘!‘“"a‘?“

JD Gieson
815-677-1873

RE/MAX OF ROCK VALLEY
100

on IL 61061

606 E Washington St., Oregon, IL

Carrie Rowland
815-677-8656

Boone Lockard
815-970-3506

Josie Kuss
815-994-1079

Jenny Kirchner
815-440-2145

[ s |

g {0

Jamie Pendergrass
815-243-4310

) RockValleyProperties.com

Kierra Moore
815-238-3902

Becky Adams

815-509-5837

Stephanie Wendt
815-985-2055

Ashley Patterson
815-201-6308

Taylor Miller
815-751-8943

Erin Spence
815-262-5555

Casey Cline
217-840-8855

Merri Cruz
815-988.7947
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SPORTS BRIEFS

Stillman girls defeat Freeport

STILLMAN VALLEY — The Stillman Valley varsity girls basket-
ball team tipped off the KSB Holiday Classic in Dixon on Tuesday,
defeating Freeport 51-27 in the opening round before scoring a 50-26
win against United Township during the second round later in the day.

Boys net victory over Marengo

STILLMAN VALLEY — The Stillman Valley varsity boys basket-
ball team began the E.C. Nichols Holiday Classic in Marengo with a
67-51 victory over Marengo on Tuesday. The Cardinals moved into the
second round later in the day, where the team conceded a 66-42 loss
against Fenton to move into the consolation bracket. Stillman Valley
fell 74-58 against Harvest Christian and defeated Marengo 61-46 over
the final two consolation rounds on Wednesday.

Oregon girls defeat Polo at Polo tournament

OREGON — On Dec. 21, the Oregon varsity girls basketball team
picked up a 46-31 victory over Polo in the Polo tournament. Hadley
Lutz and Liz Mois each scored 15 points for the Hawks. Courtney and
Carlee Grobe scored seven points each to lead the Marcos.

1

3 SERVICE CALL SPECIAL,

2995 aﬁun:

We Service All Makes & Models. Test & check.
Over 30 Years Experience. |

AFFORDABLE WATER
815-625-3426

Anderson
Plumbing & Heating Inc.

LENNOX

Serving Rochelle For More Than 25 Years
Quality Service Free Estimates
Residential & Commercial

| | 562-8784

Lic.#058-087891

Toll Free: 877-353-7638

DIREGTORY OF AREA
HUMAN SERVIGES

Alcohol A

A.A. Hotline

Sinnissippi Centers, Inc.
Oregon

Rochelle

nselin R r
800-452-7990

732-3157
562-3801

Domestic A Agency an

24-Hour Shelter and Helplin

HOPE of Ogle County 562-8890 or 732-7796
Counseling Services, Court Advocacy, Latina Advocacy, and
Shelter programs

Education
University of Illinois Extension-Ogle County

421 W Pines Rd, Oregon 61061 732-2191

Low Income Housing
Ogle County Housing Authority

200 W Washington, Oregon 732-1301

Habitat for Humanity of Ogle County

P.) Box 628

Oregon, IL 61061 732-6855

Mental Health

Family Counseling Services
Sinnissippi Centers, Inc.

Oregon

Rochelle

The Serenity Shed Grief Services

962-5585

732-3157
562-3801
732-2499

Senior Citizens Services
Hub City Senior Center

Mt Morris Senior Center

Polo Senior Center

Rock River Center

Oregon, IL

562-5050
734-6335
946-3818
732-3252
800-541-5479

Sexual Assault/Abuse
Rockford Sexual Assault Counseling
24-hour hotline

412 W Washington, Oregon

636-9811
732-0000

Therapeutic

Pegasus Special Riders

973-3177

Veterans’ Services
Rock River Center

Serenity Hospice and Home
Medical Transportation

732-3252
732-2499
677-6515

Wellness Services
Ogle County Health Dept
907 Pines Rd, Oregon

510 Lincoln Hwy, Rochelle
Serenity Hospice and Home

562-6976
562-6976
732-2499

Strength in girls basketball

OR the third
year in a row,
it was no

Forreston Basketball
Tournament for me.
The Thursday/Fri-
day portion I
planned to see
was wiped out
by weather
and Monday’s
reschedule
found me out
of state. May-
be next year
for the 62nd
annual edition.

Actually, I should
probably being paying
closer attention to girls
basketball, as that is
where the area strength
is. In the 2A rankings,
Stillman Valley, Byron
and Winnebago were in
the top 10 of the A.P.
state poll.

Not only that, but
Dixon (3A) started the
year at 12-0, Rockford
Christian is vastly im-
proved and Rockford
Lutheran and Rock
Falls are perennial
mainstays, making the
Big Northern confer-
ence absolutely brutal
to navigate.

In the 1A girls poll,
Galena from the NUIC
is No. 1. With so many
good female athletes
opting out of basket-
ball for club volley-
ball, it is refreshing to
see a volleyball power
like Galena have girls
that participate in both
sports.

Orangeville, with an
enrollment of 107, is
No. 10 and has a core
group of younger kids.
In the last four state
tourneys, the NUIC has
had a team make the
Final Four downstate.

Speaking of small
schools, the ‘feel good’
story of last year,
Scales Mound and its
state third-place finish,
is back in the boys 1A
poll with a new cast
of players. Though
they graduated a once
in a lifetime senior
class, this school of 70
apparently has enough
talent to make another
post-season run.

Boys basketball is
the only stand-alone
sport at the school. An
equally successful girls
program coops with
River Ridge.

When basketball
has lone billing, that
is what all the boys in
town grow up wanting
to excel in. And, the

Andy Colbert

community of 436 (up
16 percent from 2010)
offers up big time
support.

Scales Mound is off
the beaten path, but
may merit a win-
ter road trip to see
a game and check
the “scene” out.
At the time I am
writing this, its
only loss has been
to Pecatonica,
who continue to
rise in hardcourt
prominence.

Overall, there isn’t
one dominant boys
team in the NUIC like
there is for the girls in
Galena.

In the BNC boys
race, it’s all about two
Rockford schools, Lu-
theran and Christian.
Lutheran’s record is
deceiving in that they
play 3A/4A non-con-
ference foes.

Lutheran lost its best
prospect a couple years
ago, a young man who
is at his third school
in as many years. Still,
the Crusaders have to
be considered a con-
tender in 2A for a state
trophy.

Let’s not forget
about Byron either,
who won its first
Forreston basketball
championship since
2011.

On to wrestling.

After four state plac-
ers in 2019, Oregon
has been in a rebuild-
ing phase. Winning
the Stillman Valley
tourney a couple weeks
ago shows that prog-
ress is being made.

Tied 150-apiece with
Stillman going into the
final round, the Hawks
surged ahead to win by
a 179-172 margin, with
285-pounder Evan Fla-
herty closing the meet
out with a 15-second
pin to clinch the title.

The next day, former
coach Mark Gale told
me the match that im-
pressed him most was
for 5th place at 113
pounds. That it where
Jackson Messenger
overcame a 14-1 defi-
cit to pin his opponent
and give his team an
emotional boost.

“You could see it in
his eyes,” Gale said.
“He wasn’t going to
quit.

Perhaps that stirred
up memories of the
glory days of Hawk
wrestling where win-

ning matches like that
were commonplace, as
Oregon seemed to have
a mental advantage
over other teams.

One disadvantage
Oregon does have
is competing in the
toughest 1A regional
in the state, with the
likes of Dakota, Dix-
on, Lena-Winslow and
Stillman.

In a testament to
this, Oregon failed to
advance anyone out
of the 2020 regional,
something considered
unfathomable. Last
year, Oregon got back
on track and even sent
a couple wrestlers
downstate.

For those wanting to
see a mini state meet
without traveling to
Champaign, swing by
Polo on February 4 to
see individuals from
these strong mat pro-
grams go at each other
in the 1A regional.

Top returning state
placer in the county is
Jack Seacrist of Still-
man, who took second
at 152. Can Seacrist
make it state champ
No. 23 for the Cardi-
nals?

In 2A, Rochelle also
brings back a runner up
in Xavier Villalobos, a
5-4, 120-pound soph-
omore who also had
three interceptions in
the Hubs’ overtime
playoff win over Dixon.
Villalobos is a part of
strong nucleus of young
wrestlers for the state-
ranked Hubs.

A misnomer is that
one must be big to
play football. Mental
toughness and desire to
hit people are the only
prerequisites.

Good wrestlers usu-
ally make good football
players. Good basket-
ball players not neces-
sarily so.

The IHSA announced
that Illinois State
University got the bid
to host the football
championships. That’s
the right decision.

The atmosphere
there will be much bet-
ter than the cavernous
Memorial Stadium at U
of I and also at Huskie
Stadium in DeKalb.
Besides, ISU is where
the playoffs began in
the 1970s and always
had a good reputation
for hosting them before
Champaign and DeKalb
did it.

Mt. Morris tree decorating contest winners named

Winners of the Mt. Morris tree decorating contest were recently named.
From left to right are first place Dezeray Hayes accepting for Amanda Wolfe,
second place Chapter CUPEO accepting is Kim Macklin, third place Mt. Morris
Senior Center accepting Mellisa Rojas. Back row representing Village of Mt.
Morris is Ed Higley and representing Rockford Bell Credit Union is John Han-

sen.




MONDAY, JAN. 2, 2023

OGLE COUNTY LIFE/ROCKVALLEY SHOPPER « SECTION B - PAGE 3

LOCAL NEWS

BYRON PUBLIC LIBRARY
Curbside Delivery

The library is open for brows-
ing, but patrons can still use our
curbside service! Place your
holds online at byronlibrary.org
or call us at 815-234-5107. Not
sure what you want? Call us for
help! We will call or email you
with a confirmation when your
holds are ready to be picked up.
Call us when you arrive at the
library, and we will bring your
items out to you, already checked
out. Areceipt with your due dates
will be included with your items.

Crockpot Time

Tuesday, Jan. 3. 6 — 7:00 pm.
Looking for a warm and cozy
crockpot dinner. Join Beth as
she mixes up a tasty homemade
beef stew. Perfect dinner for a
cold winter night. Enjoy a small
sample of this gluten-free beef
stew and go home with the reci-
pe. Please call 815-234-5107 or
visit Byron.evanced.info/signup
to register.

Cable Options & Re-

ducing Robocalls
Monday, Jan. 16. 6 — 7:00 pm.
Are you looking to reduce your
cable costs? Tired of all those
robocalls? This program is for

you as a representative from
CUB (Citizens Utility Board)
shares the different choices in
the TV market, ways to cut your
cable costs, streaming services
available to consumers, how to
avoid common robocall scams,
call-blocking services and what
they mean for your pocket and new
federal legislation passed helping
toreduce robocalls. You can either
participate through Zoom at home
or come to the library and watch
there. Please indicate if you are
watching from home or at the li-
brary. Please call §15-234-5107 or
visit Byron.evanced.info/signup
to register.

Wheel of Fortune!

Friday, Jan. 27. 1 — 2:00 pm.
Time to get out and spin the wheel.
Join Beth as she leads everyone in
an entertaining game of Wheel of
Fortune. Sip on ahotchocolate and
see if you can solve the puzzles.
Prizes for the winner(s)!!! Please
call 815-234-5107 or visit Byron.
evanced.info/signup to register.

Visit the Byron Library Face-
book page to keep up to date on
library news and virtual pro-
grams! Be sure to also check
out the Byron Library and Byron
Library Teen Instagram pages!

MT. MORRIS LIBRARY

Library Closings

Holidays are coming and
we will be closed for a few
days to allow our staff time
to spend with their families.
For New Year’s we will be
closed Saturday, Decem-
ber 31st through Monday,
January 2nd. The library
will resume regular hours
on Tuesday, January 3rd.
Happy Holidays!

Story Time!

Bring your little ones by
for a wintery story time! We
will be reading books and
then children will be making
crafts this Wednesday, 1/4.
Story time is every Wednes-
day @11:15, bringyour little
ones to enjoy stories and a
craft at the Mount Morris
Library!

School’s Out!

Stop by the library daily
foractivities for the kids! We
will have a variety of differ-
ent craft projects, activities,
and coloring sheets. Not to
mention our assortment of
games and toys that can keep
them occupied! Let us help
find an interesting book or

movie to take home, too!

Adult Book Club

The January book is
“Have You Seen Luis
Valez?” by Cathrine Ryan
Hyde. Everyoneiswelcome
tojoin this book club group!
Copies ofthebook are avail-
able at the library.  This
group will meet in-person
on Monday, January 30th
at the library.

Cookbook Club!

Joinus as we explore The
Cookbook Club! Wonder-
ful recipes combined with
friendship creates some-
thing both beautiful and
delicious! Stop by to choose
your recipe from our book,
Fast & Easy: All-Natural
Recipes in 30 Minutes or
Less’, then bring the dish
to pass at our next meeting!
Join us on Tuesday, January
3rd @6pm at The Senior
Center for another exciting
meal!

Ink with a Friend:
Card Making at the
Library

JoinusinJanuary to make

some lovely home-made
cards to send to family
and friends. We will be
offering a card-making
class from local crafter,
Liz Gullett. Lizhas already
been working with the
Oregon Public Library and
her classes are quite the
success! We want to offer
her lovely workshops to
our Mount Morris patrons
also. She will be here on
Thursday, January 12th
from 5-7! You will get
all the materials to make
two beautiful cards to
take home. Stop by to see
the samples, fees are by
donation. Registration is
limited so call the library
or stop by to save your spot
before January 6th.

Lego Club!

Our next Lego night is
Thursday, January 19th,
from 6:00—6:45pm. Bring
a friend and build some
fun with Lego bricks! All
children and parents are
invited. Children under
8 need to bring a parent
with them.

4, HITT ST, MT MORRIS, IL.

RATWORXUSA.COM
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Here s

Jeanette Heesaker, CPA

Masters in Business Administration
and Finance

Certified Managerial Accountant
Accounting and Tax Services
For Business/Individual/Partnership
132 W. Second St., Suite 1 . Byron, IL 61010
(815) 234-8100

ar Qa

Air Conditioning
AIR CONDITIONING

<

turn to the expertsy

HEATING

GAUL’S CLIMATE CONTROL

815-734-7314

604 N. Division
Polo, Illinois 61046

Randy Gaul
815-946-2386

Whatever you’re looking for,
these local businesses ask
you to consider them first.

Hank's Repair

Hank Kaiser-Owner
ASE Certified

P.O. Box 31
54 Stephenson St.
German Valley, IL 61039

Cell ph. 815-238-5144
Fax ph. 815-362-2316

Bus. ph. 815-362-3451

rLINOIS AUTO REPAIR & TiRE

Sell New & Used Tires/Rims
All Makes & Models
Cars/Truck Service

Lowest Price Around

Tony Kurzac

107 E. Washington St.
Route 64
Oregon, IL 61061

815-312-7089
illinoisautorepairtire@yahoo.com

Bathtub Refinishing

PORCELAIN'SPEGHIALISTS
PORCELAIN & FIBERGLASS REFINISHING AND REPAIR

TUB TILE SINKS SHOWER ENCLOSERS FLOOR
REPLACEMENT

KOHLER AUTHORIZED REPAIR

BILL CHANCE

ATUB ABOVE THE REST 815-247-8686

Contact Eric

B15.973 6951

Vatteycragt [

Cust%g})i“eh[ 815.900.2090

Handerafted quality to ast a lifofime

Come visit our showroom
2477 E. iL Hwy 64
Oregon, IL 61061

Appointments Appreciated

{ Kitchen - Bath- Laundry - Office - and more!
& Fully Custom, From Design to Installation

0 Free Estimates, Friendly Local Service

Concrete
Neil Wills

President / Owner

e gt e oSt e

Flatwork / Foundations

CONCRETE INC. 815.978.6073

741 Oaks Lane
Byron,IL 61010

Free Estimates
Fully Insured

NAVARRO & SONS

Construction Company

Free Sr. Citizen
Estimates Discount

Ceramic Tile e Wood Floors e Painting e Siding-
Basements ¢ Room Additions e Baths e Kitchens
Over 25yrs.exp.  Customtouch  No job too big or too small
FRANK NAVARRO - OREGON 7 BYRON
PHONE: 815-234-7588 FAX: 815-234-7568

*kkkhkkkk

CONCRETE

) e Concrete
Driveways
Walkways
Floors
Dixon, IL Patios

Jerold Yoder Resealing

815.202.8787

Free Estimates!

For All Your Building Needs!

Commercial/Residential Work
SERVING OGLE COUNTY FOR OVER 30 YEARS

¢ New Construction * Roofing ¢ Windows e Additions
e Complete Remodeling e Siding e Painting e Interior/Exterior
e Drywall ¢ Flooring ¢ Decks

Free Estimates ¢ Lead Certified

815-761-1626

EVENTS & ENTERTAINMENT

PHIL GIUFFRE 773-415-4277 OREGON, ILLINOIS

WWW.S5ALARMFIREWORKS.COM
FESTIVALS, CONCERTS, WEDDING HOMECOMINGS, CORPORATE EVENTS

PRAIRIE FENCE

Dixon, IL

815-677-1402

Agircultural - Residential - Commercial
- Hi-tensile electric - Vinyl fencing

- Woven wire - Chain link FREE
- Board rail - Split rail ESTIMATES!
- Horse fence - Privacy

Firewod B
AT’S )
FIREWOOD
815-751-2255

ALL HARDWOODS, SEASONED,
DELIVERED, STACKED T

Illinois

DOORMASTERS uc

Oregon, IL
Merlin Fox - 815-440-9827

merlin@illinoisdoormasters.com

SERVICING AND INSTALLING GARAGE DOORS

Gutters

= ' CALL FOR
-+ QM W FHEESES;“g",\TES
karvices Seamless Gutters

815.406.8172

arservicesis@vahoo.com 2

GUTTER GUARDS & GUTTER CLEANING

¢ 122 Main Street <Leaf River Il

>

Men, Women, Kids
HAIR CUTS 815-738-6122

HANDYMAN

C.J. HOME MAINTENANCE
and REPAIR

We fix almost anything in and around the home!
20 Plus Years Experience
Regular and Emergency Service 24 Hours A Day
7 Days A Week
Phone 1-815-234-4511
Cell 1-815-222-6239

Byron, Oregon,
Mt. Morris Areas

HEATING & COOLING

Mike Hurst, Owner/Operator

HURST

‘ HEATING & COOLING

815-757-4383

MONROE CENTER, IL
SALES - SERVICE - INSTALL

/‘: N
INTEGRITY

HOME IMPROVEMENT & RENOVATION, LL¢

New Construction - Complete Remodels - Additions - Windows
Doors - Sunrooms - Kitchens - Basements - Baths - Garages

Dan Houston 815.871.5748 - Craig Kosch 815.566.7424
www.integrityhomeimp.com

FREE
ESTIMATES

Insured

WALLPAPER PAINTING STAINING
DECORATING, INC.

Specializing in painting or staining kitchen

cabinets or woodwork.
Insured Over 40 Years Experience

Ken Kline Cell (815) 353-5754

Stillman Valley, IL

LAWNCARE

"Your prescription for a healthy yard!"

OF ILLINOIS | Fully Licensed

Lawn Treatments

Tree & Ornamental Care
General Pest Control
Mosquito Suppression
Over 15 Years Experience

Toby Behmer
Owner/Applicator
Stillman Valley, IL
815-393-6471
toby@turfrxil.com

Tennison Painting

Specializing in:

New Construction
Commercial & Residential
Interior & Exterior - Painting & Staining
Wall & Ceiling Repair - Texturing Walls
& Ceilings - Insured

Ph: (815) 501-2893
Email: jimtennison@gmail.com
www.TennisonPainting.com

PET GROOMING
b;

y
Dun Wright Grooming

MOBILE 20
GROOMING R

o Cut of Your Choice
(depends on coat condition)
o Specialty /Flea Baths Available
o Bath/Hand Blow-Drying/Toe Nails Clipped

© Pets Groomed at Your Home

© Less Stress on Yourself and Your Pet
© No More “Separation” Anxiety

© No More Day-Long Waits for Pets

Contact person: 815-440-4779 Pam Wright

Storage Sheds

e
Y (a0 o ?"'n Deliye,
B e 2 oy, “Ury
Sa\éf\g“’“‘ = d g¢c it
Structures

‘We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds

« Stock & Custom Design « Competitive Pricing
« Many Options Available « Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

“Your Trees

,O OVE Deserve a
It icecdteee, Certified
Arborist!”

Serving Ogle County Since 1996

CERTIFIED

 Trimming & Removals ® Climbing Specialists ® Insect & Disease Control | BNEEHER

 Planting Service ® Arborist Consulting
Fully Licensed & Insured

732-4710

ISR

SERVICE CALL SPECIAL

2 9 Offer Expires 4/30/20

We Service All Makes & Models. Test & check.
Over 30 Years Experience.

AFFORDABLE WATER
815-625-3426

Toll Free: 877-353-7638

TREE SERVICE

High Top Tree
Service LLC

Tree Removal/Trimming*Storm Damage
Stump Grinding*Climbing Specialist
Fully Licensed and Insured

Tyler Smith
815.980.0678
tyler@hightoptreeservice.com

hightoptreeservice.com
5509 E. Woodburn Rd.
Byron, IL 61010

Tree Trimming
Removal
Stump Grinding
Storm Clean Up

Gabriel Mack
P: 779-251-0254
F:815-946-4372

Wouldmn't vou like vour
business card seemn by

28.900 people?=?
CALL 8195-732-2196
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OREGON LIBRARY

Holiday Hours
The Library will be closed January 2.

Book Clubs

The 2WBC Book Club meets January 11 at 12:30 pmto
discuss Gilead: ANovel by Marilynne Robinson . Cocktails
& Crimes will meet Sunday, January 15 at 4 pm (grab a
book to find out where). The Afternoon Book Club meets
Wednesday, January 18, 16 at 1:00 pm to discuss the Four
Winds by Kristin Hannah. New- s This Just Fantasy? Book
Club meets Tuesday, January 24 at 6pm at the Library to
discuss A River Enchanted by RebeccaRoss. Books on Tap
meets Thursday, January 26 at 6 pm to discuss Remarkably
Bright Creatures by Shelby Van Pelt.

Virtual Author Visit Watch Party- Satur-
day, February 11, 3-4 pm

Love the graphic novel series Real Friends? Joinus fora
virtual author visit with writer, Shannon Hale and illustrator,
LeUyen Pham! they will talk about their books, answer
yourquestions,and sharean engaging activity. Registration
begins now and can be done by going online or calling
815-732-2724. For more info, call the Library.

Winter Blues Bundle- January
10th through February 10th

Register for a winter blues bundle beginning January
2nd. Not sure what to read, do, or need something to
keep you busy during these cold winter months? Winter
Blues Bundle! Each bundle will have a hand-picked book,
magazine, DVD and some fun activities. Complete the
registration formonline at www.oregonpubliclibrary.comor
stop in the library to complete one.

Preschool Story Time (18 months- 5

years)

We’re ready for 2023! Join us at the Library for stories
and crafts on Mondays at 10 am, beginning January 9.
Registration is required. Go online or call to register.

YOGA
New Day —Wednesday’s at 9:30am beginning January

4th.

Functional Yin-Yasa - This class is a hybrid of yang (ac-
tiveyoga) withyin (passive yoga). We willuse fundamental
yoga postures combined with functional movements to
build strength and warmth followed by passive, long held
poses to help with flexibility and mobility of the joints and
soft tissues. A yoga mat and blocks will be useful props for
this class! All levels welcome.” Oregon Library Patrons
only. Registration required, this class fills quickly. Please
call(815)732-2724 orvisitwww.oregonpubliclibrary.com.

Try It Tuesday

Tuesday, January 17th at 1:00pm and 5:30pm (Choose
your time slot)

Melted Crayon Art Jewelry. This is NOT a Take and
Make. All supplies are provided. This is an adult class,
teens are welcome. Registration required, please call (815)
732-2724 orvisitwww.oregonpubliclibrary.com. Registra-
tion deadline January 13th.

AKillerAmong Us (Part2): Killers, Stalkers & Creeps of
Chicago’s Modern Era- Wednesday, January 18that6:30pm

After an apparent breather during Chicago’s Beer Wars
of the Roaring Twenties, the Serial Killer is back for our
Modern Era...and they are more insatiable than before.
Gone are poison and insurance claims - only to be replaced
by bloodshed and lust. If you’re not too frightened (yet)
please join Clarence Goodman for “A Killer Among Us
(Part 2): Killers, Stalkers & Creeps of Chicago’s Modern
Era.” Registration required, call (815) 732-2724 or vis-
it www.oregonpubliclibrary.com.

Craft Swap — Saturday, January 21st from 10am-3pm

What is a craft swap? “It’s when you gather up all the
craft supplies, materials, tools, and accessories that have
been hanging out in your craft room collecting dust for a
whileand givethem away to someone whowill actuallyuse
them. Youknow that phrase “one person’s trashis another’s
treasure?” That definitely applies to crafting. Youmay have
been hanging onto the same scrapbook paper and ribbons
for three years, but someone might be able to use it this
weekend.” — organized-ish. So collect your items, bring
them to the library January 20th and come back and “shop”’

the swap on Saturday from 10am-3pm. Ifyou’d like any
items back after the swap that were not taken, please label
with your name and phone number.

Puzzle Library
The library has a free puzzle library. Take a puzzle,
leave a puzzle. This is open to anyone in the community.

Oregon Public Library StoryWalk® @

Oregon Park West

StoryWalk® was created by Anne Ferguson of Montpe-
lier, VT in 2007, and developed in collaboration with the
Vermont Bicycle & Pedestrian Coalition and the Kellogg
Hubbard Library. Current story is OwlMoonby Jane Yolen.

Oregon Writers Group

2nd Tuesday each month at 10:00 am

The OWG is a gathering of writers or writer-wannabes
who meet to support each other and further their own writ-
ing. The purpose of the group is to help and encourage
you in your writing. If you need brainstorming ideas, we
can help suggest ideas or aid with the creative process.

Passport Services

The Oregon Public Library offers Passport Application
Processing. Patrons seeking Passport Services should call
the Library prior to their visit to ensure that an official
processor is available at that time and for a checklist of
items, you will need for the appointment.

New Releases

Effortless Eggless Baking by Mimi Council 641.5631
COu

Cinema Speculation by Quentin Tarantino 791.43 TAR

The Philosophy of Modern Song by Bob Dylan 782.42
DYL

Radio’s Greatest of All Time by Rush Limbaugh
791.44092 LIM

Forgive: Why Should I and How Can I? by Timothy
Keller 234.5 KEL

Butts: A Backstory by Heather Radke 306.4 RAD

Welcome to Dragon Talk by Shelly Mazzanoble 793.93
MAZ

AREA CHURCH DIRECTORY

BYRON

ALL SAINTS LUTHERAN CHURCH
624 Luther Drive, Byron IL 61010 815-234-5277
Pastor: Janet Wold
Sunday Worship Service held at 9:00 am. A recording of each Sunday’s
worship service is available on our Facebook page and our website later in
the day. Communion is served every Sunday. Sunday School for ages 3
through Adult is held at 10:00 am September through May. Confirmation
studies for 7th and 8th grade students are held each Sunday morning at
10:00 am. Monday afternoon Bible Study is held at 1:30 pm via Zoom. In
person Bible Studies are held Tuesday evening at 7:00 pm and Wednesday
afternoon af 1:30 pm. Book Club and The GATHERING meet monthly;
quilters meet twice monthly. Visit our website http://www.AllSaintsByron.
org or call the church office for further information.

CORNERSTONE FAMILY CHURCH
205 N. Peru St., Byron 815-234-8737 cornerstonefam ily.church
Sr. Pastor: Erik Ness, NextGen,/ Family Pastor: Collin Nicholls
Children’s Ministry Director : Lori Martin
Worship Service on Sundays at 10am with Children ‘s Worship Service and
Nursery Available
Sr High Youth Min istry Sundays at 6:00pm, Jr High Youth Ministry
Wednesdays at 6:30pm
Numerous Small Groups Available for All Ages throughout the week .
Please call our Church Office or visit our website for more details .
Office Hours: 8:00am -4:30pm Mondays-Thursdays

BYRON ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH
226 E. Second St, Byron, IL 61010 - Phone 815-234-7431 - Fr. Richard
Rosinski. Weekday Masses: Tuesday - Friday 7:30am, Weekend Masses:
May - August Sat. 5:00 pm, Sun. 8:00 am and 10:00 am, September -
April Sat. 5:00 pm, Sun. 8:00 am and 10:45 am, Reconciliation: Fri. 8:00
am - 8:30 am; Sat. 3:30 pm - 4:30 pm or by appointment

SHEPHERD EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH
NEW LOCATION! Jarrett Prairie Center 7993 N. River Rd., Byron Phone 963-
5216 Rev. Michael Axmark, Pastor.Discover Time 9:30 a.m., Fellowship 10:15
a.m., Worship 10:30 a.m.
Mailing Address: P.0. Box 838, Byron, IL 61010

UNITED CHURCH OF BYRON
A Member of the United Church of Christ
701 W. Second Street; PO Box 927, Byron IL 61010, 815-234-8777
Email: uch@comeast.net
Website: unitedchurchofbyron.org
Pastor: Rev. Tyler Spellious
Youth Ministry Coordinator: Richard Simpson
Sunday Schedule & Worship opportunities:
Service of Meditation & Prayer: 8:15am- 8:45am
Adult Sunday School Hour: 9am
Kids Sunday School: (for ages 3 thru 5th grade) 9:30-10:15am
Coffee & fellowship time: 9:30am - 10:30am
Main Worship: 10:30am
Spark Youth Group (for ages 6th grade thru 12th grade) - Sundays, Spm-7pm
For complete ministry schedule and other acivities, please check our website or
Facebook page or contact the church office.
Whoever you are or wherever you are on your journey, you are welcome here!

BEACON HILL ASSEMBLY OF GOD
“Building Faith for Life”
6467 N. German Church Rd., Byron, IL- Ph. (815) 234-8032 -
beaconhillbyron.org
Mailing Address: P.0. Box 448, Byron, IL 61010
Pastor: Gary Corfese
Service Times: Sundays af 10AM; Wednesday night Faith-Lift at 6:30PM
Find us on Facebook/Beacon Hill Assembly of God

CHANA

CHANA UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Josh Brown, 606 Main Street, Chana, IL 61015. Church office 815-732-
7683. (E-mail address: chanaumc@gmail.com Adult & Children’s Education
9:00 a.m. Worship Service 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion celebrated the first
Sunday of each month. At Chana Church you will find Open Hearts-Open
Minds-Open Doors.

DAVIS JUNCTION

DAVIS JUNCTION
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Open Minds, Open Hearts, Open Doors * “God's Heart in Our Community”
Located in town on Rt. 72  Our Pastor is Rev. Keith Kelsey-Powell Sunday
Services: Worship 10:30am, Childrens time during Worship Service.
Fellowship following the Worship Service each Sunday. Communion the first
Sunday of the month. Potluck luncheon following Worship every 4th Sunday,
except in the summer months of June, July and August. Various small groups
meef throughout the month. For more information about the small groups
please call 298-2310. AA meets Wednesdays at 5:30pm and Saturdays at 9am.
For more information please visit our website WWW.DJUMC.ORG

FORRESTON

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
402 2nd Avenue, Forreston, IL 61030, Phone 815-938-3203Pastor Scott
Ralston
Sunday Worship 9:00 am; Sunday School 10:00 am

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
402 First Ave., Forreston, IL Phone: 815-938-2380
Pastor Sung-Eun Kim
OPEN HEARTS, OPEN MINDS, OPEN DOORS
Worship at 9:00 a.m. (childcare provided) with coffee and fellowship
immediately following. Sunday School Age 3-Adulf, 10:15 am.
AA meets Mondays, 8:00 AM. Monthly United Methodist Women's meefings.
God is Good, All the Time, All the Time, God is Good!

ST.JAMES LUTHERAN CHURCH
Pastor Karen Tews
West Grove Rd. At Columbine Rd.
Worship Service 10:30 am. Communion is served every Sunday.
“Singing the Song of Christian Faith in Worship, Service, Learning, Outreach
and Welcome” in a beautiful rural seffing.
Everyone is cordially invited to be with us.

LEAF RIVER

ADELINE ZION EVANGELICAL CHURCH
9106 Cedar St. in Adeline, Leaf River, IL 61047 « Ph:815-541-4863 Sunday
Services: Sunday School 9:00 am, Worship Service 10:15 am
VISITORS WELCOME

LEAF RIVER BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Billy Hardy
Live Sermon Streaming: Sundays at 10:00 AM at www.facebook.com/
LEAFRIVERBC/
Archived Sermons on our YouTube channel: Leaf River Baptist Church (Until
further notice)
9:30 Church Service. Nursery available, 11:00 Sunday school for all ages.
Nursery available
6941 N Mt Morris Rd, Leaf River, IL 61047
815-738-2205 leafriverbc@gmail.com

LINDENWOOD

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH - LCMS
immanuel-lindenwood.org (for sermons, events, efc.)
16060 E. Lindenwood Road, Lindenwood, IL 61049
815-393-4500  office@immanuel-indenwood.org
Sunday Mornings: Divine Service @ 9am; Food & Fellowship @
10am; Sunday School and Adult Bible Study @ 10:30am
Food Bank: 1st and 3rd Saturdays, 9am-12pm
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Matthew Rosebrock
pastor@immanuel-lindenwood.org

LINDENWOOD UNION CHURCH
101 N Galena st, P.0 hox 67

Lindenwood IL

815-393-4658

Worship- 10:00 am

Coffee Fellowship following service

ELIM REFORMED CHURCH
140'S. Church Road, Kings, IL 61068 * Pastor Marv Jucobs
Phone 815-562-6811 E-mail: goelimchurch@gmail.com
Website: www.goelimchurch.org
Sunday morning worship 10:00 am

MOUNT MORRIS

DISCIPLES UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
“By God's grace in Christ, we LIVE, LOVE, and SERVE"
All are welcome here!
9:30 am - Sunday Worship with Communion open fo all
10:45 am - Sunday School (Sep - May)
www.disciplesume.org
(815) 7344853
102 N Maple Ave., Mt. Morris, IL 61054
Rev. Julie Bunt, Pastor

EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH OF MT. MORRIS
102 S. Seminary Ave., M. Morris, IL 61054 815-734-4942 www.efcmm.org
Senior Pastor: Bruce McKanna. Sunday Schedule: 8:30 a.m. Sunday School
for all ages. 9:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship. 10:00 a.m. Morning Worship with
Childeare and Children’s Church.

MT. MORRIS CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
409 W. Brayton Road, Mt. Morris, IL 61045 Phone 734-4573
Pastor-Rodney Caldwell. Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m. Worship service available
online, call for details. Other activities currently suspended due fo pandemic.
Email: mtmcob@frontier.com

MT. MORRIS TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
308 E. Brayton Rd. Mt. Morris, IL Phone: 734-6354 Rev. Josh Ehrler
Worship Services: Suiurday 5:30 PM; Worship Sunday 9:30 AM .
Sunday Church School - follows Worship Service (Sept.-May) Chime Choir
Wednesday 6:00 PM;

LITTLE PRAIRIE MENNONITE CHURCH
409 W Brayton Rd. Mt Morris, IL 61054 (Church of the Brethren Basement
Entrance) Worship Services: 10:00 AM Sunday Morning, 7:00 PM 1st & 3rd
Sunday Evening, 7:30 PM 2nd & 4th Wednesday Evenings of the Month.

Pastor: Norman Reinford 779-861-3700

EAST OREGON CHAPEL CHURCH OF GOD
East Oregon Chapel Church of God
The Sharing is Caring Church.
107 N Daysville Rd. Oregon, IL Phone: 815-732-2960.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Monday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Breakfust is served the Fifth Sunday of the Month beginning at 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday activities: Adulis & Children meet weekly beginning af 6:30pm.
In the event that Oregon Schools are not in session we do not meet on
Wednesdays.

EBENEZER REFORMED CHURCH
2997 N. German Church Rd., 8157326313
3 miles east of Oregon on Rt. #64 then 2 miles north on German Church Rd.
* Rev. Josiah Youngquist
www.EBENEZERREFORMED.com * Sunday school 9:00 a.m. Worship 10:00
am.

LIGHTHOUSE UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Matthew J. Smith 4962 S. Daysville Rd., Oregon, IL 61061 815-732-7683
Worship at 9:00 a.m. Holy Communion celebrated the first Sunday of each of
month. Lighthouse will lite up your life!

OREGON CHURCH OF GOD
860 W. Oregon Trail Road Oregon, L Phone: 732-6847 or 732-2604 Pastor
Michael Hoffman; Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.; Morning worship, 10:30 a.m.;
Wednesday activities: Adult, Children, and Youth Groups 7 p.m. At the church.

OREGON FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
505 Hill St. Oregon, IL 61061 Phone: 732-2642
Pastor: David Snow “A Christ-centered, Bible-believing, family-oriented
ministry.” Sunday School 9:30 a.m.; Sunday Morning Service 10:30 a.m.;
Sunday Evening Service 6:00 p.m.; Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

OREGON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
200 S. 4th St, Oregon, IL 61061 * 815/732-2994
www.oregonumc.org  Pastor Rev. Megan Smick
9:00am Fellowship/Sunday School; 10:00am Worship with music, meditation
& Fellowship; 10:15am Announcements begin.

RIVERSTONE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
609 S. 10th Street , Oregon, IL 61061
Pastor Craig Amold ™ 812-236-1213
Sunday Service @ 10:45 AM ™ contemporary style worship with coffee and
doughnuts in our cafe! Online worship s also available via Facebook.
We believe in sharing Communion every Sunday as an act of worship.
RiverKids Service @ 10:45 AM for nursery-6th grade ™ provides a safe and
fun environment where kids can learn about who God is and who they are
because of Him.
Encounter Youth Minisiry for kids in 7th-12th grade meets on Sunday
afternoons. Please see our Facebook page for scheduled dates and times.
For complefe minisiry info and events, visit us online at Riverstonecc.com or on
Facebook at facebook.com/RiverStoneChristianChurch

ST. BRIDE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
1000 Highway 64, West (Hwy 64 W & Mongan Drive on Liberty Hill), Oregon
* 7327211 - Office Rev. Eldred George
Webpage: saintbrides.org  E-mail:saint.bride.church@gmail.com ©
Worship Services: Sunday 10 am Holy Communion with Hymns
Christian Education Available

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH, NALC
114S. 5th St. Oregon, IL Phone: (815) 732-2367
Website: stpaulnalcoregonil.weebly.com
10:15 a.m. Fellowship/Education hours
11:30 .m. Worship

POLO

ST. MARY CHURCH
Rectory/Office: 211 North Franklin Ave., Polo, IL 61064
PHONE: 815-946-2535  Rev. Joseph P. Naill

Masses: Sun 10:30am, Tuesday Mass 8 o.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation: First Sunday of each month after
10:30 mass

OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday-Friday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
www.simarypolo.org

CHURCH OF THE OPEN BIBLE
302 . Franklin Ave., Polo, Illinois  815-946-2848 « Luke N. Schier, Pastor
Sunday Worship: 9:30am We include our children in our Sunday Worship
Experience. “"THE GRAND Kids Class” Ages 3-10 are then dismissed right
after Praise & Worship. Blended Services. “Passion for God” “Compassion for
People” Visit our website: PoloOpenBible.org

CROSSROADS COMMUNITY CHURCH ~

POLO CAMPUS
Meeting Sundays @ 10AM Service
205 N. Jefferson Avenue, Polo ™ 815.837.5255
polo@crossroadsen.com
We offer contemporary worship and relevant Bible teaching through
engaging messages and powerful video. Join us after services for coffee,
snacks & fellowship. Kidzlink Children’s Ministry (nursery-5th grade) ~
during 10AM service
Crave Youth Group (6th-12th grade) ~Wed. 6:30PM - June 1st .
Visit our website: www.crossroadscn.com

FAITH DISCOVERY CHURCH
801 W. Oregon St., Polo * 815-946-3588 « Jeremy Heller, Pastor
Sunday School 9:00 a.m., Worship Service 10:00 a.m., Nursery Available,
Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 p.m. We Are an independent non-
denominational Christian church. Visitors are always welcome.

STILLMAN VALLEY

RED BRICK CHURCH OF STILLMAN VALLEY
(CONGREGATIONAL CHRISTIAN CHURCH)

Pastor Rev. Dr. Chris Brauns | Associate Pastor David Bogner

207 W Roosevelt Road (Rte 72), Stillman Valley.

8156452526 | www.theredbrickchurch.org

Sunday: Worship at 9:00 and 10:30 am. Sunday School at 9:00 am.
Wednesday: AWANA (Sept - April) from 6:00 to 7:15 pm.

Men, women, youth Bible Studies throughout the year.

See website for all acfivities or contact the church office.

KISHWAUKEE COMMUNITY

EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
8195 Kishwaukee Road, Stillman Valley, IL 61084 / 815-965-1940
Rev. Nick Garner, Pastor
www.kishchurch.org
Sunday Schedule: Discipleship Hour 9:00 AM, Coffee Fellowship 11:15 AM
Gathered Worship 10:00 AM
For complete ministry schedule check out our website or call the church
office.

VALLEY EVANGELICAL COVENANT CHURCH
Inferim Pastor Lisa Orris
103 S Maple St, Stillman Valley, IL
815-645-8872 | www.valleycov.org
Sunday Morning 9am ‘Gather’ for learning & conversation, 10:15am Worship
both onsite and online at facebook.com/VECCFSV
Home of Valley Covenant Preschool 815-645-8882 Director Jill Huber
Bible Studies, Youth Group, Bread of Life Food Pantry
Please visit website for more information or contact the church office M-F
9am-2pm

GRACE FELLOWSHIP CHURCH
DAVIS JUNCTION

Pastor Brad Pittman www.graceisforyou.com
10479 E. High Rd., Stillman Valley, IL 61084 « 815-973-1369
Worship Service: Saturday at 5pm

WINNEBAGO

MIDDLE CREEK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
12473 Montague Road, Winnebago, IL 61088
Located West of Tower Road on Montague Rd.
Sunday: Worship Service at 9:30 am.
Office Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs. & Friday 9am-2pm.
Phone: 815-335-2609. Email: middlecreekchurch@gmail.com

eIwW

BANK

Byron Oregon Rochelle

Stillman Local Community Be’mk

Rockford

815.234.5626 815.732.7956 815.562.7071 815.332.8100 815.623.1800
www.stillmanbank.com

Your Independent

Since 1882

Roscoe/Rockton Stillman Valley
815.645.2266

GLE COUNTY
LiFE

211 Hwy. 38 E.
Rochelle, IL 61068
Ph: 815-732-2156

Rock VALLEY SHOPPER =—F———=

Fax: 815-562-2161
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JULIA HULL LIBRARY
Storytime at the Library!

Join us at the library for songs, stories and
crafts! Ages 2-5. Wednesdays at 10 a.m. Space is
limited: call the library to register: 815-645-8611.

Winter Reading Challenge

Our answer to the question, “Aprés Ski?” Read!
“Apres ski” is 1950s French lingo describing all
of the fun social activities that follow a day of
shredding it on the slopes: libations, snacks...
stories. After a day of work, what could be more
celebratory than a night of reading? Join us on
Beanstack or if you’re a traditionalist, via pen &
paper method. Registration opens in Beanstack
starting Monday, December 5. Pen & Paper par-
ticipants may register in person starting Friday,
December 30. Adults only. The challenge runs
January 1-February 28. Pick up a program flier
for all the details.
Adult Book Club: “The Lonely Sto-
ries”

Pick up abook, then join us on Monday, January
9 at 6:30 p.m. for a lively discussion of Natalie
Eve Garrett’s absorbing collection of essays, “The
Lonely Stories: 22 Celebrated Writers on the Joys
& Struggles of Being Alone.” Adults only. Copies
of the reading available on loan. Email Joanna at
jkluever@mail.meridian223.org with questions,
or to register for a link to the program.

Cricut Lab: Meet Your Cricut

“Help! Santa Brought me a Cricut, but haven’t
even taken it out of the box!” Never fear, your
Crafty Librarians are here. This class will introduce
you to the very basics of using a Cricut: how to

set it up, how to use Cricut Design Space, how
to install a blade and must have vs. nice to have
accessories and materials. Thursday, January 12
at 6:00 p.m. BYO Cricut Explore Air or Maker,
cutting mats, blade and device with Cricut Design
Space app installed. Adults only. Registration
required: 8§15-645-8611.

Fun Day Monday: Do You Want to

Build a Snowman?

School’s out for the day! Join us at the library
for some creative play. We’ll use science to whip
up our very own indoor snow, then a variety of
craft supplies to build aunique snowman. Monday,
January 16 at 1:00 p.m. Ages 5-9. Registration
required: 815-645-8611.

Teens: Hot Cocoa Buffet

Stop by the library after school for a warm cozy
treat: hot cocoa! You’ll create your own with all
the best mix-ins: marshmallows, candy canes and
whip cream! Friday, January 20 at 3:00 p.m. Ages
13-18. Registration required: 815-645-8611.

Introduction to Ancestry: Geneal-

ogy Basics & Census Records

Explore Census records using Ancestry Library
Edition! This class will cover the basics of ge-
nealogy. Then, we’ll practice how to search for
and read census information. Tuesday, January 24
at 6:00 p.m. Adults only. Registration required:
815-645-8611.

Holiday Closings
December 31- January 2 for the New Year’s
holidays. No materials will be due during this time.

FORRESTON LIBRARY

Toddler/Preschool StoryTime

Tuesdays at 10:00 am

Storytime is on break for the holidays and will re-
sume on Tuesday, January 10th. Have fun celebrating
with your little ones!

New Materials
New adult fiction includes: Blue Moon Haven by
Janet Dailey and Triple Cross by James Patterson.

Community Room

Looking for a place to hold your event? Our com-
munity room (with a small kitchenette) is available for
meetings, parties, showers, family reunions, and more.
Please call the library at (815)938-2624 for additional
information.

Plastic Recycling

Weare collecting film-type plastic forrecycling. This
includes plastic bags, zipper type baggies (with the zip
portion removed), cereal/snack bags, bubble wrap, and
other soft plastic . Please make sure bags are free from
debris and remove all paper/sticker labels. We cannot
accept hard plastic, such as water bottles, milk cartons,
etc., for this program. Thank you!

Read and
Recycle

Weekly Brain Busters

[]
g Crossword macic Maze @ PERENNIAL
ACROSS T e HERBS
1 Dallas cager,
for short 12 13 BVSQNCKTIFDAXYVTAQ
4 Reindeer
15
herder
8 Persian leader OMJHFCI AAYWCURP
12 Hit CBS series
12 Roof over- BE N L JHFDBLZYUXVTR
hang
15 Like some
calad dress- QOMK I HU FRRE GNTIG
ings
17 Frat ltters DBZ(HORSERADTI S HO
19 Sikhs' head- -
wear YWMYV EPDYSMGTRNQ
21 Enjoy, as fine i
food 58
24 Luau bowlful ONITI F I NPLKEVETIAHF
25 Guitar's kin 61
26 Yule quaff
28 Desert flora 58 Here, to Henri 9 "Funny!" often FENNELDCMSVGAZX
32 Simple 59 BPOE mem- 10 Bard'sriver 35 Sports bar
34 Drench bers 11 Big name in sets
36 Lunch hour 60 Beloved oil 38 Asian lan- WVTVAUSYPOETIAR Q
37 Pesto herb 61 Fanatic 16 Farm female guage
39 Super Bowl 20 Sinbad's bird 40 Wan quality A A M H K R I H H
VIP DOWN 21 — luck (acci- 43 Screen Actors O N N O J S
41 P followers 1 Roman 1105 dental suc- —
42 Joke 2 "— was say- cess) 45 Compete CLTV FETHWORIRAYTZ CD
44 Learned one ing ..." 22 Furniture 46 Existed
46 Sans 3 Wine produc- brand 47 Slanted type Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all
50 Lucy of ers 23 At once (Abbr) directions forward, backward, up, down and diagonally
"Elementary" 4 Snorkeling site 27 Jewel 48 Chore Unlisted clue hint: USED TO FLLAVOR BEER
51 Coupd' — 5 Altar constel- 29 French chick- 49 Sloth's home .
52 "Deathtrap” lation en dish 53 Khan title Catnip Ferula Lavender Sage
playwright 6 Impudent 30 Undecided 54 Post-op area Chives Garlic Mint Thyme
56 Impetuous 7 Settle adebt 31 "Me_et Me — 55 Little louse Curry plant Ginger Oregano Yarrow
57 Toy block 8 Belgrade Louis™ Fennel Horseradish Rosemary
name native 33 Pizza slices,
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101

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE

IN THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF THE 15TH
JUDCICIAL CIRCUIT

OGLE COUNTY,

ILLINOIS
In the matter of the Es-
tate of:)
)
Gregory C. Chambers,
deceased.
) NO. 2022-PR-76
CLAIM NOTICE

NOTICE IS GIVEN of the
death of GREGORY C.
CHAMBERS of Polo, II-
linois. Letters of office
were issued on Decem-
ber 21, 2022, to JULIE R.
STAFFORD of Oregon, II-
linois, whose attorney is
David A. Smith, of Smith,
Birkholz & Morrow, P.C.
at 129 South Fourth
Street, P.O. Box 10, Ore-
gon, Illinois, 61061-0010.
CLAIMS against the es-
tate may be filed in the
office of the Clerk at the
Court of Ogle County Ju-
dicial Center, 106 South
5th Street, Oregon, llli-
nois, 61061, or with the
representative, or both,
within 6 months from
the first publication
of this Notice, or with-
in three months from
the date of mailing or
delivery of Notice to
creditors, if mailing or
delivery is required by
Section 18-3 of the llli-
nois Probate Act, 1975,
as amended, whichever
date is later. Any claim
not filed within that pe-
riod is barred.
Copies of claims filed
with the Clerk must be
mailed or delivered to
the estate legal repre-
sentative and to the
attorney within 10 days
after the claim has been
filed.
JULIE R. STAFFORD
Independent  Adminis-
trator
No. 0101
(Jan.2,9and 16, 2023)

PUBLIC NOTICE
ZONING BOARD OF
APPEALS

STATE OF ILLINOIS

)

) SS

COUNTY OF OGLE)
Public Notice is hereby
given to all persons in
Lincoln Township that
a Public Hearing will be
held Thursday, January
26, 2023 at 6:00 PM. at
the Old Ogle County
Courthouse, Third Floor
County Board Room
#317, 105 S. Fifth St.,
Oregon, IL, to consider
the request filed Novem-
ber 15, 2022 of John G.
& Mary J. Pieper, 7376
E. Cedarville Rd., Rock
City, IL for a Special Use
Permit to allow a Sin-
gle-Family Dwelling on
less than 40 acres in
the AG-1 Agricultural
District on the proper-
ty described as follows
and owned by the peti-
tioner(s):

Part of the Southwest
Quarter  (SW1/4)  of
the Northeast Quarter
(NE1/4) of Section 24
Lincoln Township 24
North, Range 8 East of
the 4th P.M., Ogle Coun-
ty, IL, 13.28 acres more or
less of a

Property Identification
Number: Part of 07-24-

200-001

Common Location: 9448
W. Haldane Rd.

All persons in atten-

dance at the hearing
shall have an opportu-
nity to be heard. Any
person who also wishes
to appear as an interest-
ed party with the right
to cross-examine oth-
ers at the hearing must
complete and file an
appearance form with
the Ogle County Plan-
ning & Zoning Depart-
ment no later than five
(5) business days before
the date of the hearing.
The application for this
special use is on file with
detailed description and
available for examina-
tion at the Planning &
Zoning Department, 911
Pines Rd., Oregon, llli-
nois or at the following
URL:

http://www.oglecounty.
org/departments/plan-

ning_and_zoning/zon-
ing_board_of_appeals.
php.

ZONING BOARD OF AP-
PEALS RANDY OCKEN,
Chairman

Dated at Oregon, Illinois
this 15th day of Novem-
ber 2022

#010-22SU

No. 0102

(Jan. 2, 2023)

101
LEGAL NOTICE

This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers are
cautioned to thoroughly
investigate  all  ads,
especially those asking
for money in advance.

105
BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers are
cautioned to thoroughly
investigate  all  ads,
especially those asking
for money in advance”

Be Your Own Boss!
Health &  Wellness
Industry. No Experience
Necessary. Flexible
Hours. Start Your Future
Today! Call Now! Rick
630-965-1470 (01-25-23)

113
FINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee
Loans or Credit Offers
Companies that do
business by  phone
can't ask you to pay for
credit before you get it.
For more information,
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service
message from  your
hometown newspaper
and the Federal Trade
Commission.

119
ANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers are
cautioned to thoroughly
investigate  all  ads,
especially those asking
for money in advance

121
LOST AND FOUND

Lost. 7 Month Old,
Female Cat. Gray with
a Brown Belly & White
Spots on Each Side. Last
Seen Wearing a Pink
Harness. Lost around
Rochelle Gardens on
Caron Road. Call 815-
503-3654. $100 Reward

127
SERVICES AND
REPAIRS

Furman’s Lawn Care and
Tree Work. Fall clean up,
gutters and more. Fully
insured. In  business
since 1999. Rochelle and
surrounding areas. Call
Jeremy Furman at 815-
761-9619. Please leave a
message, will return call
ASAP.

201
DOMESTIC/CHILD
CARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, unless
licensed or holding a
permit as a childcare
facility, ~—may cause
to be published any
advertisement soliciting
a child care service. A
childcare facility that is
licensed or operating
under a permit issued by
the lllinois Department
of Children and Family
Services may publish
advertisements of the
services for which it is
specifically licensed or
issued a permit. Your
Hometown Newspaper
strongly  urges any
parent or guardian to
verify the validity of the
license of any facility

OGLE COUNTY

before placing a child in
its care.

301
ANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY:

Vintage Metal and Wood
Signs, Milk Bottles &
Local Advertising, Oak
Icebox, Iron Door Stop
and Antique Lighting...
Call Dick Harms at
815-562-2928 or email
dickharms@hotmail.com

ANTIQUES WANTED: |
pay cash for antiques;
furniture, glassware,
pottery & crocks, tin &
iron atoys, sterling silver,
decoys. If it's antique, I'm

interested in looking!
Call 815-562-2928 or
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307
MISCELLANEOUS
FOR SALE

Brand new, still in box
glass top coffee table
and 2 end tabes. $150
cash only. 815-761-6576.

BUNDLED  Newspaper
-$3 per Bundle. End
Roll- Cost Depends
on Weight of Roll.
Available Monday-Friday
815-562-4171(8AM-
NOON ONLY) Rochelle
News Leader.

SPLIT firewood for sale.

Contact 779-251-0254.
(02-13-23)

HOUSES FOR SALE
ALL REAL ESTATE
advertised herein
is subject to the
Federal Fair Housing
Act, which makes it

illegal to advertise any
preference,  limitation
or discrimination based
on race, color, religion,
sex, handicap, familial
status, or national

Lenny Bryson
Sales Of All Kinds
815-946-4120

Sell your household items for free.
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words j
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed) 5

origin, or intention is in violation of the
to make any such law. All persons are
preferences, limitation hereby informed that all

or
will
accept any advertising

fo

discrimination. We
not  knowingly

dwellings advertised are
available on an equal
opportunity basis.

r real estate which

1
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CARDS OF THANKS

e

Bl

THANKYOU

The family and loved ones of William
"Bill" Kereven would like to thank the
residents of Oregon and Mt Morris,
businesses, community organizations,
and first responders for showing such
kindness, love, and expressions of
sympathy following his passing.

Your outpouring of support at this
difficult time was very much appreciated
and is a testament to how truly great it is
to be raised here and live amongst you.

Arlette Howerton and the families of Emily

203

HELP WANTED

3
£
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Southard (Kereven), Nicholas Kereven
Byron CUSD
#226 has

& Wesley Kereven
openings for
Bus Drivers
SIGN-ON BONUS
Available
: Contact Barb Rundle
( at 815-234-5491 )

For more
information

(- 10112021 ,)

' 1

Hack’s Auction

OGLE COUNTY

e OGLE COUNTY

203

HELP WANTED

“Farm Help
Needed”

Grain Farm
needs help
with miscel-
laneous jobs.
$18.00/hr.,
Approx 10hrs./
week. Some
lifting required.
Do not send
texts.
Rochelle
Area

(815) 751-9076

12122022

Class-A CDL
Drivers Wanted
$500 Sign on bonus
Earn up to
$33/per hour
Local Trucking
Company seeking
full time,
year- round driver to
haul grain.

815-938-3644
Please

leave message.
09052022

501
APARTMENTS FOR
RENT

H.OPE

Wanted:
Mapiigg Wl | For Free Help
driver for Byron or
Area. 2-4 hours Information

a day, interest

Call
815-562-8890
24 Hours

and ability to
work with farm

animals is a plus.
Call

(815) 262-6860.

Al Calls Are

203 (O JRC
e WANTED Confidential,

(RoScocooo: Support,
( K&P SELF Advocacy, Referral

| STORAGE Services,
1363 Hyor D Byon 40 | Shelter for victims

' of domestic
violence and their

S]toragg Unit ,Sizes:, (h“drem

§x100 10'x10 HOPE

(RSSO00000SK
OREGON/

MT. MORRIS
Newer 1,2 &3 BR
APTS. Water, sewer,
garbage inc. w/most
units. HOUSES some
w/garages, all in
like new condition.
Starting at $295/mo.
815-734-4348 or
815-590-2302

DO/

o o o S o o S o T

10'x 15" 10'x 20" 10’30’
TSN of Ogle County

CAROL’S
SELF
STORAGE IN
OREGON
Reasonable
Rates
Sizes 10°x24° &
6°'x10
Call 732-2466

P.O. Box 131
Rochelle, IL 61068
Public Service
Announcement

501

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

AN
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& Realty

Service, Inc.
Auctions — Real Estate

Appraisals

Online Auctions

Now Available

Pecatonica, IL

815-239-1436
Hacksauction.com
A&T Auction Services, LLC

Travis Cunningham

(815) 297-4595

Located in Forreston, IL

VIRTUAL ONLINE

LASALLE COUNTY, ILLINOIS

» LAND AUCTION
| WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 25, 2023 AT 10:00 AW _|

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 25, 2023 AT 10:00 AM®

_%ﬁ»{
T e R S S R T AR R

The Gunderson

farm i

s located approximately 12 miles northeast of
Ottawa, lllinois or 23 miles northwest of Morris, lllincis and is further
described as being located in Section 5, T34N-R5E, Miller Township,
LaSalle County, lllinois. The property contains a total of 230 acres (subject
to survey), will be sold in 2 tracts and represents a combination of
productive tillable cropland, timber, and grassland providing excellent
outdoor recreational opportunities.
Farmers and outdoor enthusiast, be sure to
check out this LaSalle County, lllinois property.

GUNDERSON FARM ACCOUNT

Representing Attorney: John L. Cantlin
The Cantlin Law Firm | (815) 433-4712
760 E Etna Rd. | Ottawa IL 61530

Auction Manager: Kevin Haas (309) 264-7767

SULLIVAN
AUCTIONEERS

aBiglroncompany

(844) 847-2161

www.SullivanAuctioneers.com
License #444000107

NOW LEASING
North Prairie Apartments
1015 Carrie Ave, Rochelle IL 61068
815-562-6451
1, 2, &3 br. units available
Interested parties please contact us
for an application
Applications available anytime in
1015 building
Amenities :Water, sewer and
trash incl.

Range, refrigerator, a/c,
and off-street parking

North Prairie Apartments are
professionally managed by CMS an

Equal Housing Provider 5,0,

307

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

ADVERTISE

NEW MILFORD
REFRIGERATION

NEW, USED
SCRATCH & DENT
e Refrigerators ¢ Freezers

e Washers/Dryers ¢ Stoves

We also carry a
large selection
of refurbished
appliances with a
warranty.

/‘
6331 11th Street, Rockford

815-874-2257 .......

WITH U3
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e Retains and Creates Jobs

e Supports the Businesses That Support Our
Community

e Helps Build Local Relationships

« Saves Money and Time!

e Fosters Community Vitality

e You Matter More to Local Businesses
e Encourages Community Growth

e Helps Fund City Services & Economy

e Allows for personal service



