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ONE DOLLAR, 25 CENTS

From all of us at
The Mendota Reporter!

By KIP CHEEK
Staff writer

MENDOTA – The Men-
dota City Council approved 
the new tax levy at its Dec. 
19 regular meeting.

Alderman John Holland 
presented information on the 
2022 tax levy, which is in the 
amount of $2,167,136. That 
is compared to the 2021 levy 
amount of $2,064,729. Hol-
land said the slight increase 
will have just a plus 0.2% 

impact on residents’ tax bill.
Alderman Jim Fitzpat-

rick’s report included an 
intergovernmental agree-
ment between the city and 
LaSalle County for the cape 
seal street program. The 
measure was approved by the 
council. Fitzpatrick said the 
agreement with the county 
aids the city in getting a better 
price for the work.

Petitions for the April 
2023 election were due on 

Dec. 19. Petitions were 
turned in by current aldermen 
John Hessenberger from the 
First Ward, John Holland 
from the Second Ward, Jay 
Miller from the Third Ward 
and Mark Peasley from the 
Fourth Ward. No one else 
submitted a petition. The 
treasurer’s position is also up 
for election in April. Current 
treasurer Heath Davis, who 
was appointed to the posi-
tion, did not turn in a petition.

Mayor David Boelk wished 
everyone a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year.

The next regular meeting 
of the Mendota City Council 
is Tuesday, Jan. 3 at 5:30 p.m. 

The meeting schedule for 
2023 is as follows: Jan. 3 & 
16; Feb. 6 & 21; March 6 & 
20; April 3 & 17; May 1 & 
15; June 5 & 19; July 3 & 
17; Aug. 7 & 21; Sept. 5 & 
18; Oct. 2 & 16; Nov. 6 & 
20; Dec. 4 & 18.

COVID-19 levels are
on the rise in Illinois
q 86 counties at elevated community level

As of Dec. 15, 
Lee and DeKalb 
counties were 
at High Level 
and Bureau and 
LaSalle coun-
ties were at Low 
Level.

City Council approves 2022 tax levy

By PETER HANCOCK
Capitol News Illinois

SPRINGFIELD – By now, almost ev-
eryone in Illinois has heard that Jan. 1 will 
mark the beginning of a significant change 
in the state’s criminal justice system – the 
elimination of cash bail.

It’s an issue that dominated the 2022 
campaigns and has been both praised and 
criticized on editorial pages in newspapers 
across the state. It essentially means that 
starting Jan. 1, the decision as to whether a 
criminal suspect should be held in jail while 
awaiting trial will be based on public safety 
and the likelihood the suspect will flee rather 
than their financial ability to post bond.

And while that criminal justice reform 
has received widespread attention, it is by 
no means the only new law that will take 
effect when the calendar turns over to 2023.

For most people who work a minimum 
wage job, the new year will bring a pay raise 
to $13 per hour, a $1 increase over the current 
wage. That’s the result of a law Gov. JB Pritz-
ker signed in 2019, his first major legislative 

victory after being sworn into office a month 
earlier. The law will eventually raise the wage 
to $15 an hour on Jan. 1, 2025.

The new $13 hourly rate does not apply 
to all minimum wage earners. People who 
receive tips at work will see their base wage 
rise to $7.80 an hour. 
And people younger 
than 18 who work 
fewer than 650 hours 
per year will see their 
wage go up to $10.50 
an hour.

The higher wage 
will probably come 
as welcome news for 
those who drive a car to and from work. 
That’s because the new year will also bring 
higher motor fuel taxes.

The same year Pritzker signed the mini-
mum wage bill, he also signed a multi-year, 
$45 billion transportation and capital im-
provements bill known as “Rebuild Illinois,” 
which is funded in part with higher motor 
fuel taxes that are scheduled to increase with 

inflation each year.
The adjustment in the tax rate is supposed 

to take effect on July 1 of each year, the first 
day of the state’s fiscal year. But last spring, 
in the face of rising inflation and healthy state 
revenues, lawmakers authorized a six-month 
delay in the scheduled increase, putting it off 
until Jan. 1.

As a result, starting Jan. 1, the motor fuel 
tax people pay at the pump will go up 3.1 
cents per gallon, and then it will increase 
again when the next regular adjustment date 
comes around on July 1, 2023.

Criminal law
Several new criminal laws will go into 

effect Jan. 1, including three that deal with 
sex offenses.

One of those prevents people who solicit 
sex from a minor or a person with a severe 
or profound intellectual disability from 
asserting a defense that they simply did not 
know the person was underage or intellectu-
ally disabled. House Bill 4593, signed into 
law May 27, puts the burden of proof on the 
defendant that they did not know the age or 

disability status of the other person, rather 
than the other way around.

Another new law changes the definition 
of when a person is “unable to give knowing 
consent.” Under current law, a person cannot 
give knowing consent when the accused 
person “administers any intoxicating or anes-
thetic substance or any controlled substance” 
that causes the victim to lose consciousness 
of the nature of the act.

House Bill 5441, signed June 16, broadens 
that definition to include when the victim has 
taken any intoxicating or controlled substance 
causing them to lose consciousness of the 
nature of the act, even if the substances were 
administered by someone else.

Another bill expands certain employment 
restrictions that apply to convicted child sex 
offenders. Currently, they are prohibited from 
being employed by, or even being present 
at, child day care centers, schools that pro-
vide before- and after-school programs for 

CHICAGO – With the 
holiday season underway 
and COVID-19 and other 
respiratory viruses continuing 
to rise across the state, the 
Illinois Department of Pub-
lic Health (IDPH) is urging 
Illinoisans to take action to 
protect themselves and their 
loved ones during the festive 
season. IDPH Director Dr. 
Sameer Vohra is reminding 
the public that basic health 
precautions are especially 
important when it comes to 
protecting members of the 
family who are most vulnera-
ble to severe outcome, includ-
ing older family members and 
the very young. He strongly 
urges parents to take advan-
tage of the newly authorized 
bivalent boosters for children 
six months and older.

According to the CDC, 86 
counties in Illinois rated at an 
elevated level for COVID-19 
by the CDC, up from 74 a 
week ago. Of those, the CDC 
reported 43 Illinois counties 
at a High Community Level 
for COVID-19, up from 29 a 
week ago; while 43 counties 
are at Medium Level, com-
pared to 45 last week. 

As of Dec. 15, Lee and 
DeKalb counties were at 
High Level and Bureau and 
LaSalle counties were at 
Low Level.

“Illinois continues to see 
a dramatic rise in commu-
nities at elevated risk levels 
for COVID-19, including 
43 counties that are now 
at a high risk,” said IDPH 
Director Dr. Sameer Vohra. 
“As we prepare for holiday 
gatherings with our loved 
ones, I want to remind Il-
linoisians that these elevat-
ed COVID-19 community 
levels, along with rising flu 
levels, are leading to a surge 

of respiratory infections, 
increased hospitalizations 
and limited hospital beds. 
I strongly recommend all 
Illinoisians take preventative 
steps to protect themselves 
and their family and friends, 
especially those most vulner-
able including young chil-
dren and individuals over 65.

“These preventative mea-
sures start with being up-
to-date with the COVID-19 
bivalent booster that is now 
authorized for children as 
young as six months old. 
Getting your flu shot is 
very important too. Other 
important protective steps 
include COVID-19 testing, 
especially if visiting some-
one at risk for severe disease; 
enhanced ventilation at 
gatherings; and good hand 
hygiene. And if you are sick, 
stay home and consult with 
your provider about whether 
you need one of the effective 
treatments that are available. 
A high-quality mask or res-
pirator is also recommended 
and will protect you from 
COVID-19, the flu and other 
respiratory viruses. Our hope 
is for Illinoisians across our 
state to have a happy and 
healthy holiday season.”

Vaccination is the key to 
ending this pandemic. To find 
a COVID-19 vaccination lo-
cation near you, go to www.
vaccines.gov.

New year to bring new laws in Illinois
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As the year ends, we at Leffelman & Associates have a tradition of reflecting on the past year in our 
Christmas Card to you. Looking back at our reflections from past years, things have changed a lot! For 
example, on our 2019 card, we began it with this sentence, “As the US prepares to enter its 125th month 
of economic expansion – the longest in history – and the American stock markets remain near all-time 
highs, the Midwest is fighting the elements.”   Wow! Things look quite different than what they did 3 
years ago! Our farmers have had one of the best crop years ever, but our economy is not so good, to put 
it mildly. To quote Anne Murray’s song, “We sure could use a little good news today!”   As we’ve said 
before, we feel blessed to be in our little corner of the world where we all come together to support each 
other.  Please continue to support local businesses so we can keep our little corner of the world alive and 
flourishing. Our product is financial security, and we are here to protect our customers. So, this Christ-
mas Card goes out to you with heartfelt prayers from all of us, that you and your families will have a 
warm and wonderful Christmas and a new year filled with health and happiness.

May the Christmas Spirit be with you & your family today 
& throughout the New Year! 

Our Family Protecting Your Family

12
19

20
22

Front: Rose and Larry Leffelman
Back: Mary Reglin, Julie Burkardt, Lexi Willey, Chris  Klein,  

Riley Klein, Karli Althaus, Lisa Quest

Ernesto A Villalobos,  
DDS, MS, LLC

1318 Meriden Street,  
Mendota, IL 61342

Phone: 815-539-3000
mendotadentalcenter@gmail.com

12122022

1500 Knollcrest Drive

Happy Holidays to my valued clients and 
thank you for your continued support!

You can also visit studio1500hair.com to book,  
purchase retail or gift cards! 12

05
20

22

I have  
gift cards  

available for that  
perfect gift for  

Christmas!

Call 815-538-6362  
or visit my 

@studio1500hair 
to book an  

appointment 

Reporter Coloring Contest

1st place: Daniel Ramirez, Age 8, Mendota

2nd place: Colton Mikulik, Age 10, Mendota

3rd place: Mia Rose Orozco, Age 9, Peru

MENDOTA – L.E.A.S.E. 
will be holding free pre-
school screenings at First 
United Methodist Church, 
100 E. Sixth St., Mendota, 
on Tuesday, Jan. 3, 2023, in 
the morning.

An appointment can be 
made by calling Jean at 815-
433-6433. The screenings 
are for children who are 3 or 
4 years old. L.E.A.S.E.  will 
screen key developmental 
areas such as motor devel-
opment, speech, language, 
vision, hearing and general 
readiness.

It is asked that only one 
parent/caregiver bring the 
child.

L.E.A.S.E. 
holding 
preschool 
screenings 
on Jan. 3

TRIUMPH – The public is invited to join Pastor Sandy Smith and the congregation of 
the Triumph United Methodist Church for a traditional Christmas Eve candlelight service 
at 3 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 24.

‘Lessons and Carols’ is the theme for this year’s program. This music-filled service will 
blend many familiar carols with scripture texts that relate to that particular carol.

The program is being held in the afternoon to benefit those persons that do not drive or 
have to travel to be with family later in the evening.

A free-will offering will be taken and all proceeds will benefit the Mendota Christian 
Food Pantry. Everyone is welcome to attend.

Pastor Sandy Smith, Triumph United 
Methodist Church invites you to 
Christmas Eve candlelight service

MENDOTA – As part of 
the National Rural Health Day 
celebration, OSF HealthCare 
Saint Paul Medical Center has 
been recognized with a 2022 
Performance Leadership 
Award for excellence in Pa-
tient Perspective. Compiled 
by The Chartis Center for Ru-
ral Health, the Performance 
Leadership Awards honor 
top quartile performance, that 
is, in the 75th percentile or 
above among rural hospitals 
in Quality, Outcomes and 
Patient Perspective. 

“We are extremely hon-
ored to receive this leadership 
award on behalf of our entire 
team,” said Dawn Trompeter, 
president of OSF HealthCare 
Saint Paul Medical Center. 
“We know how important ex-
cellent care is to patients from 
our rural communities, and 
this recognition is the result 
of the dedication, compassion 
and love displayed every day 
by our Mission Partners at 
OSF Saint Paul.” 

The Performance Leader-
ship Awards are based on the 
results of the Chartis Rural 
Hospital Performance IN-
DEX™, the industry’s most 
comprehensive and objective 
assessment of rural hospital 
performance. INDEX data 
is trusted and relied upon 
by rural hospitals, health 
systems with rural footprints, 
hospital associations and state 
offices of rural health across 
the country to measure and 
monitor performance across 
several areas impacting hos-
pital operations and finance. 

“Although the last two 
years have placed unprece-
dented pressure on the rural 
health safety net, the dedica-
tion to serving the community 
that we’re so accustomed to 
seeing from rural hospitals 
across the country hasn’t wa-
vered,” said Michael Topchik, 
National Leader, The Chartis 
Center for Rural Health. 
“Let us celebrate the power 
of rural on National Rural 
Health Day and honor the 
facilities working tirelessly to 
provide access to high quality 
healthcare services to their 
communities.”  

OSF HealthCare is an 
integrated health system 
owned and operated by The 
Sisters of the Third Order 
of St. Francis, headquar-
tered in Peoria, Illinois. OSF 
HealthCare employs nearly 
24,000 Mission Partners in 
150 locations, including 15 
hospitals – ten acute care, five 
critical access – with 2,089 
licensed beds, and two col-
leges of nursing throughout 
Illinois and Michigan. The 
OSF HealthCare physician 
network employs more than 
1,500 primary care, specialist 
and advanced practice provid-
ers. OSF HealthCare, through 
OSF Home Care Services, 
operates an extensive network 
of home health and hospice 
services. It also owns Point-
core, Inc., comprised of health 
care-related businesses; OSF 
HealthCare Foundation, the 
philanthropic arm for the 
organization.

OSF receives 
award from 
Chartis Center



The Mendota Reporter • A3Wednesday, Dec. 21, 2022

LOCAL AND AREA

Midland States Bank
Member FDIC 

(815) 539-9346

Financial Plus Credit Union
Member NCUA - ESI 

(815) 539-3444

Eureka Savings Bank
Member FDIC 

(815) 539-5656

First State Bank
Member FDIC 

(815) 538-2265

THE FOLLOWING  
FINANCIAL  

INSTITUTIONS
WILL BE CLOSED  

ON  
MONDAY, DEC. 26, 2022 

Lincoln REACH award - November
Lincoln School’s November REACH award recipients have been named. Front row, left 
to right, are Robert Bailey, Liam Christman, Maggie Bloomfield, Grace Piskie, and Jes-
sica Rivera. Middle row, Aiden Moreno, Nikki Figueroa, Noah Kennicott-Klomp, Jersie 
Carr, and Miguel Valencia. Back row, Michelle Montes, Eliza Celis, Jaxson Villegas, Cruz 
Arteaga, Olivia Jomant, and Isabella Silva. (Photo contributed)

Blackstone School Report
Stacy Kelly, Principal

The Blackstone mu-
sic program was held on 
Dec. 12 at Northbrook 
School. Mrs. Kieffer, Miss 
Fairchild (student teacher) 
and our students did a 
fantastic job preparing for 
this program. Thank you to 
all of the students, parents 
and families that came to 
watch. We had a packed 
house! The students did a 
beautiful job singing and we 
appreciate all Mrs. Kieffer, 
Miss Fairchild and the 
teachers did to put on this 
show. Thank you also to 
the parent volunteers who 
helped and to Northbrook 
School for allowing us to use 
their gym and to their staff 
and students that helped with 
set up and take down.

qqq
We enjoyed some holi-

day fun on our last couple 
of days before winter 
break. Students enjoyed 
fun holiday games and ac-
tivities in their classrooms 
along with a movie/pop-

corn party. It was pajama 
day so that was fun for the 
students too. For lunch, the 
whole school enjoyed Ro-
sati’s pizza and they frosted 
cookies for dessert. It was 
definitely a fun way to 
celebrate the holidays and 
kick off winter break.

qqq
The students nominated 

for the principal award this 
past week were Ja’Nahla 
Moss, Ailani Pedro, Clara 
Sanchez, Micheal Lemus, 
Quincy Ryan, Jaxson Don-
nelly, Lane Brewer and 
Tanya Munoz. The winners 
were Bella Holley, Jonah 
Carreon, Ximena Salinas 
and Cian Gaspar.  Congrat-
ulations to all of you!

qqq
Mrs. Quintana and Mrs. 

Tillman’s students recently 
spread kindness to oth-
ers. Their students made 
cards and placemats for 
the residents at the nurs-
ing home. In addition, 
they donated crossword 

puzzles, pens and some 
snacks. Thank you for 
your kind donations to the 
nursing home. We are sure 
they will put a smile on the 
faces of the residents.

qqq
The December KIND 

KIDS were recognized 
before winter break. The 
students chosen this month 
were Leila Wallace, Mad-
dux Becker, Cameron 
Brown, Sofia Ascensio, 
Maggie Larson, Abby 
Ocampo, Damien Arteaga, 
Lylah Cervantes-Escatel, 
Delaila Casas, Kingston 
Escatel, Mateo Gonzalez 
and Shandi Matura. We 
are so proud of the ex-
traordinary kindness these 
students have shown.

qqq
Winter break will be 

Dec. 19–Jan. 3. Teachers 
will return on Tuesday, Jan. 
3 for a teacher institute. 
Students will return on 
Wednesday, Jan. 4. Happy 
Holidays!

MALTA – The Kishwaukee 
College Continuing Education 
department is offering seven 
short-term training programs 
during the Spring 2023 semes-
ter. Short-term programs at Kish 
are designed to provide students 
with the skills and training 
needed to meet local workforce 
demands. The programs range 
from 11 to 20 weeks and allow 
students to immediately start a 
career or build upon their skills 
with additional training.

Spring 2023 classes will 
be offered in online, in-person 
and hybrid formats. Participants 
will need access to a computer 
and the internet to participate 
in programs with an online 
component. Some programs 
include an externship/clinical.

The short-term training 

programs offered in Spring 
2023 are:

• Dental Assistant: January 
15-April 15 (Online Lecture/
In-Person Practice)

Dental assistants are skilled 
health care professionals who 
work closely with dentists 
and dental hygienists to pro-
vide quality preventive and 
corrective dental care and ad-
ministrative support in dental 
offices. In-person practice will 
be conducted from 6-9 pm on 
Tuesdays in a local dental office.

• Pharmacy Technician: 
January 15-April 29 (Online)

Pharmacy technicians assist 
pharmacists with dispensing 
prescription medication while 
performing various other du-
ties in a pharmacy setting. 
Workforce Innovation and 

Opportunity Act (WIOA) and 
Pipeline for the Advancement 
of the Health Care Workforce 
Program (PATH) grant funding 
is available to those who qualify.

• Phlebotomy Technician: 
(In-Person)

January 23-April 14 (morn-
ing session)

March 27-June 16 (night 
session)

Phlebotomists are skilled 
health care professionals trained 
to collect, transport, handle 
and process blood and other 
specimens for laboratory anal-
ysis using venipuncture and 
micro-collection techniques. In-
struction and in-person practice 
will be conducted on Mondays, 
Tuesdays and Thursdays (9:30 
am-noon or 6-8:30 pm) at 
Kishwaukee College. PATH 

grant funding is available to 
those who qualify.

• Real Estate Broker Pre-Li-
cense: January 24-April 6 

Real estate brokers perform 
many duties in real estate trans-
actions, including marketing 
homes, establishing escrow 
accounts, and working to ensure 
transactions are fair and legal. 
Online instruction will be pro-
vided from 6-9 pm on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays.

• Recovery Support Special-
ist: January 24-May 23 (Online 
Lecture/In-Person Practice)

Recovery Support Special-
ists use their lived experience in 
mental health or substance-use 
recovery to help others achieve 
life and recovery goals. This 
class will fulfill the education 
requirement for Illinois’ Cer-

tified Recovery Support Spe-
cialist (CRSS) or Certified Peer 
Recovery Specialist (CPRS) 
certification exams. In-person 
lecture will be held from 6-9 
pm on Tuesdays at Kishwaukee 
College, and online lecture will 
be held from 6-9 pm on Fridays.

• Sterile Processing Tech-
nician: January 15-April 22 
(Online)

Sterile processing techni-
cians provide support to all 
patient care services in a health 
care facility. They are respon-
sible for decontaminating, 
cleaning, processing, assem-
bling, sterilizing, storing and 
distributing the medical devices 
and supplies needed in patient 
care, especially during surgery. 

• Veterinary Assistant: Janu-
ary 15-June 10 (Online Lecture/

In-Person Practice)
Veterinary assistants are 

critical members of a veterinary 
staff trained to assist veterinar-
ians and veterinary technicians 
with medical procedures on sick 
and injured animals. In-person 
lecture/practice will be conduct-
ed from 5-8 pm on Wednesdays 
at Ashton Animal Clinic in 
Kaneville and from 4:30-7:30 
pm on Fridays at Ashton Animal 
Clinic in Ashton.

Registration for the Spring 
2023 session opened in Novem-
ber. Contact Melissa Gallagher 
at mgallagher1@kish.edu to 
schedule a phone meeting to 
discuss your program of interest 
and possible funding options. 
For more information on short-
term training at Kish, visit kish.
edu/shortterm.

Kishwaukee College offering seven short-term training programs in Spring 2023
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We take quality and 
workmanship very 

seriously. We’re not 
surprised when our 
customers do too. 
After all, when 

choosing the most 
permanent thing 

you’ll ever buy, it’s 
only natural to 

demand perfection. 
And when you deal 
with us, it’s only 

natural to receive it.

CHOOSING A
MEMORIAL IS
NO TIME TO 
SETTLE FOR 

IMPERFECTION

Robert E. Galloway
KEOSAUQUA, Iowa – Robert 

“Bob” Edward Galloway, 94, of 
Keosauqua, Iowa, died on Sunday, 
Dec. 11, 2022 at his home with his 
wife of nearly 34 years by his side. 

Visitation was at 2 p.m. on 
Thursday, Dec. 15, 2022, at Pedrick 
Funeral Home, Keosauqua, with 
family present from 5-7 p.m. Funeral 
services were at 11 a.m. Friday, Dec. 
16, 2022, at Pedrick Funeral Home in 
Keosauqua with Rev. Chris Brauns 
and Pastor Mark Caston officiating. Burial was in Forbes 
Cemetery North of Keosauqua with military honors by 
Beer-Barker Post No. 113 American Legion.

Bob was born in Mendota on July 25, 1928, to Carl and 
Marie Biers Galloway. Bob married Jacqueline Foushee on 
Jan. 3, 1959 and with her raised three children. They later 
divorced. He married Sharon McElhinney Brauns on Jan. 
6, 1989.

He is survived by his wife, Sharon; his sister, Marge 
of Grayslake; his children, Stanley (Magaly) Bouslog of 
Friendswood, Texas, Angela Galloway Ketteman of Quincy, 
and Gregory (Gina Maolucci) Galloway of West Cornwall, 
Conn.; his grandchildren, Miguel Herrera, Trevor Ketteman, 
Yosi, Jared, and Zachary Bouslog; is step-children, Shelley 
(Mark) Carter, Chris (Jamie) Brauns, MaryDawn (Richard 
Kotite) Schuck, Danny (Angie) Brauns, Rusty Brauns, and 
Erin (Chad) Foerch; 19 step-grandchildren and eight step-great 
grandchildren; and many nieces, nephews, and numerous 
friends from coast to coast.

He was preceded in death by an infant daughter, Rebecca 
Marie, his parents, and six brothers, Francis, Jim, Paul, Kenny, 
Jack, and Carl Jr.

He attended Holy Cross Elementary School and Mendota 
Township High School before leaving to join the US Navy 
Reserves at 17 years of age, serving in the final months of 
World War II. After the war, he returned to Mendota to finish 
his high school education, graduating in 1946. He went on 
to attend Western Illinois University in Macomb, lettering 
in football his freshman year. Bob was drafted back into 
military service in 1951, serving an additional 30 months 
on a troop transport ship during the Korean War. He was 
honorably discharged in 1953.

As a young man, Bob held many different jobs including 
working on a railroad gang, at a cement factory, inspecting 
peas for Del Monte, washing dishes at a sorority house, and 
tending bar. Bob worked for 26 years as a probation officer 
in southeast Iowa, organizing the first juvenile probation 
department in Lee County in 1965. He was appointed chief 
probation officer for Lee, Henry, Louisa, and Des Moines 
counties in 1969. After the state took over all county offices 
in 1985, he was appointed Juvenile Court Services Officer 
III. He established the first group home for delinquent boys 
in Lee County at Ft. Madison in 1972, later known as the 
Nancy Hunt Memorial Home for Boys. Five years later, he 
was instrumental in forming a group home for delinquent 
girls in Keokuk, the Helen Ellis Home. The job he loved 
most was teaching. He taught in Tiskalwa, Burlington, Iowa, 
the prison in Ft. Madison, Iowa, Culver-Stockton College in 
Canton, Mo., and finished his teaching career at the age of 87 
at Van Buren County High School in Keosauqua, Iowa. He 
continued to substitute teach until he was 90 years old. His 
passion for helping children outweighed all other aspects of 
his life. His impact on his students was so great that many 
maintained contact with him throughout the years, often re-
minding him that he had changed their lives. He taught them 
the importance of words, told them that they were smart, and 
believed in them. Recently a student from over 60 years ago, 
dedicated his forthcoming memoir to his mentor and friend, 
Bob Galloway.

Bob enjoyed bass and trout fishing, was an avid reader, 
writer, and lifelong learner, continuing to take classes long 
after completing his master’s degree in British Literature 
from WIU.

Bob was elected to and served on several boards and 
organizations, including the Keokuk City Council, Keokuk 
Public Library Board, Limited Resources Council, Keokuk 
Fine Arts Council, Keokuk Area Chamber of Commerce, 
Keokuk Rotary Club, Lee County Youth Services, Learning 
Disabilities Association of Iowa (LDA-I), and Van Buren 
Historical Society,

Bob was baptized and brought up in the Catholic Church. 
As an adult, he received believer’s baptism at First Baptist 
Church in Keokuk, Iowa, and most recently attended services 
at the Bonaparte Baptist Church. Although he had placed his 
faith in his savior Jesus Christ at the time of his baptism, he 
grew steadily and his faith deepened for the remainder of his 
life. Because of this, he faced death without fear. (Hebrews 
2:14-16)

Bob felt strongly that flowers were unnecessary and only 
wished for contributions to benefit children. In lieu of flowers, 
memorial contributions may be made to the Bob Galloway 
Memorial Scholarship Fund to benefit students at Van Buren 
County High School, Culver-Stockton College or St. Jude 
Children’s Hospital in Bob’s name may be sent to the home 
at 16677 Hwy 1, Keosauqua, IA 52565.

Jean M. Ritola
SUBLETTE – Jean M. Ritola, 

92, of Woodhaven Lakes Sublette, 
formerly of Dolton, died suddenly 
Monday, Dec. 12, 2022.

Mass of Christian Burial was 
Monday, Dec. 19, 2022 at 11 a.m. at 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Catho-
lic Church in Sublette, Rev. Randy 
Fronek officiating. Visitation was at 
the Church on Monday from 9 a.m. 
until time of service.  Arrangements 
by the Wasmer Funeral Home in 
Mendota. Burial will be at a later date in Assumption Cem-
etery in Glenwood.

Jean was born June 20, 1930, in Chicago. She was the 
devoted daughter of John and Mary (Rakausky) Antanaitis, 
and step-daughter of Marie (Sweeney) Antanaitis. Jean 
married the love of her life, the late Raymond Ritola, on 
Dec. 4, 1948, in Chicago following a three-month courtship. 

Jean is survived by her children, Philip (Cynthia) Ritola 
of Cheshire, Conn., Carl (Gail) Ritola of Rolling Prairie, 
Ind., Mary Lynn Valentin of Sublette, Susan (Paul) Novo-
sel of Crete; grandchildren Erin (Andrew Averna) Ritola, 
Sara (William) Foley, Raymond Ritola, Matthew Novosel 
and Alexander (Brieanna) Ritola; great-grandchildren; 
Auriana and Killian.

Jean was preceded in death by her husband, her son 
Michael, brothers John and Philip Antanaitis.  

Jean was a devoted wife, mother, grandmother, 
great-grandmother, sister, aunt, and friend. Jean was an 
active church member. Pre-Covid, Jean volunteered in the 
church office where she “went to work” three days a week. 

In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation to the St. 
Jude Children’s Research Hospital: https://www.stjude.org 
as this charity Jean held dear to her heart.

Halcyon M. Faber
LaMOILLE – Halcyon “Sue” Ma-

ria (DeVore) Faber, 96, of LaMoille, 
passed away Monday, Dec. 12, 2022 
at Heritage Health, Walnut.

Private family only services were 
on Monday, Dec. 19, 2022 at 11 
a.m. at Community United Meth-
odist Church, LaMoille with Rev. 
David Jungnickel officiating. Burial 
followed in Greenfield Cemetery, 
LaMoille. Merritt Funeral Home, 
Mendota, handled arrangements. 

Sue was born June 14, 1926 in Princeton to James and 
Emma (Veverka) DeVore. She married Glade R. Faber on 
September 22, 1946 in Princeton. 

She is survived by her two daughters, Beverly Faber 
of Princeton and Ellen (Bill) Stouffer of LaMoille; two 
sons, Dr. Martin (Linda) Faber and Dr. Arnold (Anne) 
Faber, both of Princeton; 17 grandchildren and several 
great-grandchildren. 

She was preceded in death by her parents, her husband 
in 1977, two sons. James Faber and Stuart Faber, and two 
brothers, Robert DeVore and Lawrence DeVore. 

She graduated from Princeton High School and attended 
the University of Illinois. She was a member of Commu-
nity United Methodist Church and Home Extension. She 
raised her family on the farm and she enjoyed gardening, 
flowers, baking, sewing, cross stitch, traveling, her pets 
and spending time with her grandchildren. 

Memorials may be directed to the Community United 
Methodist Church. Online condolences may be left at www.
merrittfh.com.
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OGLESBY – Illinois Valley Community 
College’s nursing department will host a 
site visit for continuing accreditation of its 
Associate Degree Nursing (ADN) program by 
the Accreditation Commission for Education 
in Nursing (ACEN).

The public is invited to meet with the site 
visit team and share comments about IVCC’s 
ADN program in-person at 1:30 p.m. Wednes-
day, Feb. 8, in Room C316 at the college at 

815 N. Orlando Smith Road, Oglesby.
Written comments are also welcome and 

should be submitted to: Dr. Marsal Stoll, 
Chief Executive Officer, Accreditation 
Commission for Education in Nursing, 
3390 Peachtree Road Northeast, Suite 1400, 
Atlanta, GA 30326. Or email comments 
to Dr. Stoll at mstoll@acenursing.org. All 
comments should be received by the ACEN 
by Jan. 24.

IVCC seeks public input on nursing program

MENDOTA – For those 
individuals who are operat-
ing snowmobiles throughout 
the city of Mendota, please 
obey all traffic laws and 
show respect for private and 
public property. Remember, 
routes are in the curb edge 
of the roadway only, not the 
shoulder, through yards or 
on sidewalks. Those found 
in violation will be subject to 
any and all applicable fines, 
including restitution for any 
damage done.

Designated snowmobile 
routes are as follows:

• Cherry Street from First 
Avenue west to Seventh 
Avenue

• Seventh Avenue from 
Cherry Street north to Fifth 
Street

• Fifth Street from Sev-
enth Avenue east to alley 
between Seventh and Sixth 
avenues

• Alley between Seventh 
and Sixth avenues north to 
Seventh Street

• Seventh Street to Front 
Street

• Front Street north from 
Seventh to Eighth streets

• Eighth Street west cross-
ing BNSF railroad tracks

• 15th  Street from First 
Avenue west to Lincoln 
Avenue

• Lincoln Avenue from 
15th  Street south to 12th  
Street

• 12th  Street from Lincoln 
Avenue west to E. Main 
Street

• E. Main Street from 
12th  Street north to Illinois 
Route 251

• Third Street from W. 
Seventh Avenue west to 12th  
Avenue

• 12th  Avenue from Third 
Street south to Second Street

• Second Street from 12th  
Avenue west to 14th  Avenue

• 14th  Avenue from Second 
Street south to Division Street

• Division Street from 
14th  Avenue west to west 
city limits

Mendota snowmobile routes

By Mike Weitl
PERU – Approximate-

ly 70 million Americans 
will see an 8.7% increase 
in their Social Security 
benefits and Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI) 
payments in 2023. On 
average, Social Security 
benefits will increase by 
more than $140 per month 
starting in January.

Federal benefit rates 
increase when the cost-
of-living rises, as mea-
sured by the Department 
of Labor’s Consumer 
Price Index (CPI-W). The 
CPI-W rises when infla-
tion increases, leading to 
a higher cost-of-living. 
This change means prices 
for goods and services, on 
average, are higher. The 
cost-of-living adjustment 
(COLA) helps to offset 
these costs.

We will mail COLA 
notices throughout the 
month of December to 
retirement, survivors, 
and disability beneficia-
ries, SSI recipients, and 
representative payees. 
But if you want to know 
your new benefit amount 
sooner, you can securely 
obtain your Social Securi-
ty COLA notice online us-
ing the Message Center in 
your personal my Social 
Security account. You can 
access this information 
in early December, prior 
to receiving the mailed 
notice. Since you will 
receive the COLA notice 
online or in the mail, you 
don’t need to contact us 
to get your new benefit 
amount.

If you prefer to ac-
cess your COLA notice 
online and not receive 
the mailed notice, you 
can log in to your per-
sonal my Social Security 
account to opt out by 
changing your Prefer-
ences in the Message 
Center. You can update 
your preferences to opt 
out of the mailed COLA 
notice, and any other 

notices that are available 
online. Did you know 
you can receive a text or 
email alert when there is 
a new message waiting 
for you? That way, you 
always know when we 
have something import-
ant for you – like your 
COLA notice.

“Medicare premiums 
are going down and Social 
Security benefits are go-
ing up in 2023, which will 
give seniors more peace 
of mind and breathing 
room. This year’s sub-
stantial Social Security 
cost-of-living adjustment 
is the first time in over 
a decade that Medicare 
premiums are not rising 
and shows that we can 
provide more support 
to older Americans who 
count on the benefits 
they have earned,” Acting 
Commissioner Kilolo 
Kijakazi said.

January 2023 marks 
when other changes will 
happen based on the 
increase in the national 
average wage index. For 
example, the maximum 
amount of earnings sub-
ject to Social Security 
payroll tax in 2023 will 
be higher. The retirement 
earnings test exempt 
amount will also change 
in 2023.

Be among the first to 
know. Sign up for or log 
in to your personal my 
Social Security account 
today. Choose email or 
text under “Message 
Center Preferences” to 
receive courtesy notifi-
cations.   

(Weitl is the Social Se-
curity District Manager 
in Peru.)

Social Security benefits 
will increase in 2023 
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children or any facility that 
provides programs or ser-
vices exclusively for people 
under age 18.

Senate Bill 3019, signed 
May 27, expands that to 
prohibit convicted child sex 
offenders from working at 
carnivals, amusement enter-
prises, county fairs and the 
State Fair when people under 
age 18 are present.

Another new law expands 
the list of professionals 
who are required to report 
suspicions of child abuse or 
neglect. Starting Jan. 1, under 
Senate Bill 3833, signed May 
13, occupational therapists 
and assistants, physical 
therapists and assistants, and 
athletic trainers will be added 
to that list.

Carjacking
Three new laws taking 

effect Jan. 1 are intended to 
address a spike in carjackings 
around the state. All were 
signed on May 26.

House Bill 601 expands 
the crime of possession of 
burglary tools to include pos-
session, with the intention to 
enter and steal a vehicle, of 
devices to unlock or start a 
vehicle without the key to 
that vehicle, or devices that 
capture or duplicate a signal 
from a key fob to unlock or 
start the vehicle.

House Bill 3699 expands 
an existing state council 
charged with providing 
grants and financial support 
to law enforcement agencies 
to aid in identifying, appre-
hending and prosecuting 
carjackers and recover stolen 
vehicles. 

And House Bill 3772 
ensures that victims of car-
jackings are not liable for 
costs and fines associated 
with impounding a vehicle 
that was stolen or hijacked, 
provided the owner files 
a police report in a timely 
manner.

Education
To address a shortage of 

substitute teachers through-
out the state, House Bill 
4798, signed April 27, allows 
students enrolled in approved 
teacher training programs 
who have earned at least 
90 credit hours to obtain a 
substitute teaching license. 
Before, applicants had to 
hold a bachelor’s degree or 
higher from an accredited in-
stitution of higher education.

House Bill 4716, signed 
May 27, calls on the Illinois 
State Board of Education 
to adopt “rigorous learning 
standards” for classroom and 
laboratory phases of driver 
education programs for 
novice teen drivers. Those 
will include, at a minimum, 
the Novice Teen Driver 
Education and Training 
Administrative Standards 
developed by the Association 
of National Stakeholders in 
Traffic Safety Education in 
association with the National 
Highway Transportation 

Safety Administration.
Higher education

In an effort to get more 
people to pursue careers 
in human services, Senate 
Bill 3925, signed June 10, 
establishes a student loan 
repayment program. Sub-
ject to appropriations, the 
Illinois Student Assistance 
Commission will award 
loan repayment grants to 
qualified individuals with 
an associate degree or higher 
who works for a human ser-
vices agency that contracts 
with or is grant-funded by 
a state agency that provides 
“direct or indirect services 
that ensure that individuals 
have essential elements to 
build and maintain physical, 
emotional, and economic 
well-being at every phase 
of life.”

Awards can be made for 
a maximum of four years. 
Maximum amounts are 
$3,000 per year for someone 
with an associate degree, 
$15,000 per year for a person 
with a bachelor’s degree and 
$25,000 per year for a person 
with a master’s degree or 
higher, with a $5,000 per-
year add-on if the applicant 
holds certain professional 
licenses.

Meanwhile, students 
currently enrolled in any 
program at a public univer-
sity or community college 
will have access to trained 

individuals who can help 
them apply for federal, state 
or local assistance based on 
their financial need. House 
Bill 4201, signed June 7, 
requires those institutions 
to designate a “benefits 
navigator” to help students 
identify and determine their 
eligibility for various benefit 
programs.

Alzheimer’s care
Senate Bill 3707, signed 

May 27, requires all employ-
ees and people who work for 
agencies that contract with 
the Illinois Department on 
Aging who provide direct 
services to individuals par-
ticipating in its Community 
Care Program to receive at 
least two hours of training 
in Alzheimer’s disease and 
dementia, as well as safety 
risks, communication and 
behavior associated with the 
disease.

Hunting
Starting Jan. 1, deer hunt-

ers in Illinois will have a new 
option for the type of firearm 
they use. House Bill 4386, 
signed May 27, authorizes 
the use of single-shot cen-
terfire rifles – guns that can 
fire only a single round of 
ammunition that contains 
primer in the center of the 
cartridge and not in the rim 
of the cartridge. Before, only 
shotguns, handguns and 
muzzleloading rifles were 
allowed.

Laws
Continued from Page A1 State symbols

Illinois will have two 
new official state symbols 
effective Jan. 1. House Bill 
4821 establishes the eastern 
milksnake as the official state 
snake. That was an initiative 
of Gentry Heiple, a snake 
enthusiast and Carterville 
Junior High School seventh 
grader. And House Bill 4261 
establishes dolostone as the 
official state rock. That was 
an initiative of a group of 
students from Pleasantdale 
Middle School and Maple-
brook Elementary School.

Vehicles
People who own vehicles 

that were manufactured in 
Illinois will be able to apply 
for a slight break on their 
registration fees starting Jan. 
1. Senate Bill 3609 allows 
those drivers to apply for a 
one-time $25 rebate, “if the 
vehicle is manufactured in 
this state and the application 
for title is made no more than 
one year after the month in 
which the vehicle was man-
ufactured.”

(Capitol News Illinois 
is a nonprofit, nonpartisan 
news service covering state 
government. It is distributed 
to more than 400 newspa-
pers statewide, as well as 
hundreds of radio and TV 
stations. It is funded pri-
marily by the Illinois Press 
Foundation and the Robert 
R. McCormick Foundation.)

SPRINGFIELD – With 
the holidays in full swing, 
Illinois Conservation Police 
officers are partnering with 
the Illinois Department of 
Transportation to remind 
motorists about the dangers 
of impaired driving.

From Dec. 16 through 
Jan. 2, law enforcement 
across Illinois will step up 
enforcement efforts with a 
high-visibility “Drive Sober 
or Get Pulled Over” and 
“Drive High, Get a DUI” 
traffic safety campaign.

“We want everyone in 
our communities to enjoy 
the holidays without wor-
rying about the dangers 
of impaired drivers,” said 
Illinois Conservation Police 
Lt. Curt Lewis. “During the 
campaign, you can expect to 
see extra safety patrols. We 
will show zero tolerance for 
alcohol- and drug-impaired 
driving to help ensure every-
one makes it to and from their 
holiday festivities safely.”

According to the National 
Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration’s (NHTSA) 
Fatality Analysis Report-
ing System, 11,654 people 

were killed in motor ve-
hicle crashes involving an 
alcohol-impaired driver in 
2020. On average, more than 
10,000 people were killed 
each year from 2016 to 2020, 
with one person killed in an 
alcohol-related crash every 
45 minutes in 2020. 

Before the holiday fun 
begins, make a plan for a so-
ber ride home and remember 
these tips.

• Designate a sober driv-
er or make a plan to use 
public transportation or a 
ride-sharing service to get 
home safely. 

• If available, use your 
community’s sober ride.

• If you see an impaired 
driver on the road, pull over 
and contact 911.

• Have a friend who is 
about to drive impaired? 
Take the keys away and make 
arrangements to get them 
home safely. They’ll thank 
you later.

• Always buckle up!
The holiday enforcement 

campaign is administered by 
IDOT with federal highway 
safety funds managed by 
NHTSA.

Drive merry, bright and 
sober this holiday season

WASHINGTON, D.C. 
– Visitors to SSA.gov will 
experience a fresh home-
page and a new design to 
help them find what they 
need more easily. 

“SSA.gov is visited by 
over 180 million people 
per year and it is one of 
our most important tools 
for providing efficient and 
equitable access to service,” 
said Kilolo Kijakazi, Acting 
Commissioner of the Social 
Security Administration. 
“Whether providing ser-
vice in person or online, 
our goal is to help people 
understand what they may 
qualify for and seamlessly 
transition them to an appli-
cation process.”  Improved 
self-service capability al-
lows people to skip calling 
or visiting an office, which 
helps Social Security staff 
focus on those visitors who 
need in-person assistance.

Part of ongoing efforts to 
improve how the public can 
do business with the agency, 
the redesign is intended to 
provide a clear path to the 
tasks customers need to 
accomplish. Many of the 
most visited sections of 
SSA.gov are now live with 
a more user-friendly and 
task-based approach. New 
pages and improvements 
based on public feedback 
will continue to be unveiled 
in the coming months.

Visitors to SSA.gov can 
use interactive tools to: 

• Check eligibility for 
benefits

The new benefit eligibil-
ity screener is a convenient 
and simple way for people 
to learn if they might be 
eligible for benefits.

• Save time on Social 
Security Number (SSN) and 
card online services

If a person loses their 
SSN card, they may not 
need a replacement.  In 
most cases, simply know-
ing their SSN is enough.  
If a person does need a 
replacement card, they may 
be able to request it online 
by visiting www.ssa.gov/
ssnumber. Individuals can 
also start an application for 
an updated card or request 
an SSN for the first time. 
People may never need to 
visit an office and, if they 
do need to visit an office to 
complete the application, 
they will save a lot of time 
by starting online.

• Start an application 
for Supplemental Security 
Income (SSI)

People can start the ap-
plication process online and 
request an appointment to 
apply for SSI benefits by an-
swering a few questions at 
www.ssa.gov/benefits/ssi/.   

• Apply for Social Se-

curity benefits and other 
online services

For most benefits, people 
can apply online or start an 
application online. In many 
cases, there are no forms 
to sign. The agency will 
review the application and 
reach out with questions 
or for more information. 
Visit www.ssa.gov/onli-
neservices to apply for 
retirement, disability, or 
Medicare.

Many Social Security 
services do not require the 
public to take time to visit 
an office. Using a my So-
cial Security account, a 
personalized online service, 
people can start or change 
direct deposit, or request a 
replacement SSA-1099. For 
individuals already receiv-
ing Social Security benefits, 
they can print or download a 
current Benefit Verification 
Letter if they need proof of 
their benefits.  

People not yet receiv-
ing benefits can use their 
online account to get a per-
sonalized Social Security 
Statement, which provides 
their earnings information 
as well as estimates of their 
future benefits.  The portal 
also includes a retirement 
calculator and links to infor-
mation about other online 
services. The agency en-
courages people without a 
my Social Security account 
to create one today at www.
ssa.gov/myaccount/.

Social Security Admin.
launches redesigned 
website at SSA.gov
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(The following is from Jessica Nas-
hold’s Backtracks & Sidetracks column 
reprinted from Dec. 23, 1992.)
By Jessica Nashold

At three o’clock in the afternoon, on 
Dec. 22, 1932, seven autos swept into 
Mendota, carrying Federal prohibition 
officers.

The men scattered here and there 
in the business and residential 
district and their system was 
such that before the owners were 
aware of what was going on they 
were arrested and liquor was 
being emptied.
This was a Thursday, and The Men-

dota Reporter for Dec. 22 was already 
in circulation. But with a few hours, 
information on the raids had been col-
lected and a rare Extra edition appeared 
Friday morning with a banner head:

FEDERAL AGENTS RAID 
MENDOTA
A number of small news items on the 

front page of the regular edition were 
removed to make room for a double 
column account of the raids.

It was learned that two agents had 
been in Mendota on Dec. 7 and had 
made “buys” at that time, then obtained 
warrants to conduct the raids.

The fellows had crowbars with 
them so they were able to force 
their way through a door if re-
fused entrance.
It was alleged that Mendota had 

“80 or more” soft drink parlors, many 
of them equipped to serve something 
stronger. Only five raids were completed 
that afternoon.

At Earl Houk’s, Elmer Becket was 
“minding the store,” as Mr. Houk had 
not yet returned from lunch. When the 
officers arrived, he telephoned to Houk, 
who hurried down. Both were taken to 
Ottawa, but since Becket was not an 
employee, he was not held. 

At the Harold Schartlein residence 
in the third ward, 1,800 bottles of beer 
were destroyed. The large supply was on 
hand in anticipation of Christmas trade.

There was no drain in the base-
ment and the beer remained 
there, being several inches deep, 

possibly more.
On South Main Street, Minor Pry 

thought the agents were hold-up men 
and “showed fight.”

He was struck in the jaw by one 
of the officers, who then showed 
a gun and gave out the informa-
tion it was a raid and they were 
Federal men.
At Pry’s establishment, the officers 

uncapped a thousand bottles of beer, but 
did not empty them. “The uncapping 
allowed the gas to escape and thus ruin 
the beer.”

Liquor was found at the Herbert 
Brothers place of business and at the 
Francis Lunch Room.

The officers prodded holes in 
cans containing alcohol. The 
smell of alcohol permeated the 
atmosphere so that in adjoin-
ing stores the odor was very 
noticeable.
By this time, several places had been 

warned and the agents did not find “any 
evidence” at Art Boisdorf’s or Michael 
Smith’s lunch rooms.

The Reporter learned that bonds of 
$1,000 or $500 had been put up by the 
men taken into custody.

At the time of these raids, Franklin 
D. Roosevelt was president-elect and by 
December 1933, a year later, the Eigh-
teenth Amendment had been repealed.

***
The Colonial Inn at the southeast 

corner of Washington Street and 13th 
Avenue was the target for an unusual 
robbery. Proprietor Kenneth Tidd, 
Minnie Meisel, a waitress, and J.A. 
Eckert a customer, were preparing to 
leave the premises at 11 p.m. when two 
men entered and ordered them to “stay 
where they were.”

One had a large black revolver. 
They did not wear masks and 

were young men, probably 25 
or 30 years of age. The revolver 
was pointed at the floor.
One man carried out a small slot 

machine, then another, and placed them 
in the rear if a Ford Tudor sedan, after 
which they drove away. Mr. Tidd said 
there would not be much money in the 
machines, which were later found along 
the road south of the fairgrounds.

An unusual aspect of the incident 
was the fact that two well-lighted oil 
stations were open for business with 
people around, but the robbery was 
not observed.

***
The athletic department at MHS 

sponsored a performance of “Cotton 
Blossom Land,” a musical directed by 
Todd Watson and Dave Reese. Leading 
roles were played by Margaret Riegel, 
Edward Meyers and Paul Kerns. High 
school girls manned the chorus lines. 
There were 20 musical numbers and 
the chorus for “Underneath a Harlem 
Moon” responded to five encores.

***
The Reporter collected food for de-

livery to needy families. Ray Possley, 
manager of the Mendota Milk Products 
Co., which had opened six months pre-
viously, contributed a 30-pound cheese. 
Rev. Father Wissing donated several 
sacks of oranges.

Farmers can assist by bringing 
in potatoes, apples, jelly, canned 
goods or possibly a chicken or 
piece of pork.
The food was stored in The Reporter 

basement where 37 baskets were filled 
and delivered on Christmas Eve.

Delivering the baskets was not 
an easy task in the mud and 
misty rain.
One of the men making deliveries 

said he had not realized that such dire 
need existed. He had seen homes with 
little children sitting around a stove with 
nothing to eat in sight. The Reporter 
especially appreciated help in delivering 
by Frank W. Schmitt.

If he had not done so, the work 
would not have been completed 
that night.

Federal raids rate Extra – 1932
Backtracks

&
Sidetracks

By Rich Lowry 
Elon Musk, who has never called himself a conservative, 

is now the nation’s foremost culture warrior.
That he’s achieved this status without espousing anything 

remotely like social conservatism illustrates how important 
a set of hothouse progressive pieties have become to the 
nation’s political debate.

We’ve come a long way from the days of Pat Buchanan 
or Pat Robertson.

Simply by refusing to play by the rules that so many in 
corporate America accept without hesitation, Musk has made 
himself Public Enemy No. 1, a figure of fear and loathing 
that his critics desperately want to fail and the more humil-
iatingly so, the better.

Not that Musk is shy. He has taken over Donald Trump’s 
championship belt as the troll who most dominates the con-
sciousness of the country’s journalistic elite. His puckish 
tweet the other day tweaked both the fashionable practice of 
declaring your pronouns and the secular saint Dr. Anthony 
Fauci: “My pronouns are Prosecute/Fauci.”

This little 5-word haiku of provocation predictably created 
a storm of “How could he?” outrage.

The Atlantic responded with a piece arguing, as the headline 
put it, “Elon Musk Is a Far-Right Activist.” The only thing 
the article lacked was a shred of evidence that Musk is either 
“far-right,” or an “activist.”

Yes, Musk said before the midterms that he’d vote Re-
publican, but that doesn’t make him far-right any more than 
voting for Democrats necessarily makes someone far-left. 
News flash: About half the country votes for Republicans.

And he’s obviously doing everything he can to garner 
attention for Twitter as he tries to make it a sustainable 
business. That’s marketing and showmanship, though, not 
political activism.

In releasing what he calls “The Twitter Files,” exposing 
the decision-making of the company’s prior management, 
Musk hasn’t been working with conservatives. One of the 
writers, Matt Taibbi, is a progressive, while the other, Bari 
Weiss, is right of center, but by no means a right-winger.

What Taibbi and Weiss share, along with Musk, is an 
unwillingness to swallow the orthodoxies of the elite media 
and progressive establishment.

It is this posture that makes Musk an intolerable dissenter. 
Far right now means saying things that you aren’t supposed 
to say -- not racist things or extreme things -- but things that 
have been deemed unsayable only recently. Several years ago, 
no one would have thought it was terrible offense to refuse to 
adopt the weird obsession with pronouns gaining traction at 
some liberal-arts colleges; now, it’s practically a hate crime. 

Musk is also a traitor to his class. The tech elite was sup-
posed to be libertarian but in a left-aligned way, maintaining 
a belief in the profit motive but otherwise moving along in 
the slipstream of progressive culture. 

Musk has refused to do it and is highlighting what is 
ultimately a clash of values. It’s independent-thinking v. the 
herd mentality; free speech over and above an ideology of 
“safety”; a tough-minded focus on work and the bottom line 
in opposition to the priorities of an entitled woke workforce.

This is all playing out in the battle for the soul of Twitter, 
assuming it has one. The platform had become a progressive 
playpen. Woke writers and activists expected it to be run 
according to their worldview and by rules favorable to their 
interests -- for good reason.

Not anymore. The fearless, shoot-from-the-hip Musk is, 
like Trump before him, a barbarian at the gate and a heretic. 
His takeover of Twitter is like the Vikings sacking the famous 
English monastery of Wearmouth-Jarrow in the 8th century. 
Questioning Fauci is like the Albigensians challenging mono-
theism in the 13th century. Mocking pronouns is like questioning 
divine-right kingship in the age of absolute monarchies.

This is why the fight over Twitter, which is itself not that 
important---- “Twitter is not real life,” as the cliche has it -- is 
so heated and bitter. It’s ultimately over whether progressive 
ideology will maintain its default status in elite precincts of 
America, and whether a high-profile dissenter can survive 
and thrive.

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.
(c) 2022 by King Features Synd., Inc.

Elon Musk is the nation’s foremost culture warrior

By Scott Reeder
When I read the Christmas story, I always wonder: How 

was it that Mary came to give birth in a barn?
The Gospels say simply: “There was no room in the inn.”
But could it be that the real reason was there wasn’t enough 

room in people’s hearts?
Ever since I was a boy participating in church Christmas 

pageants, I’ve wondered why didn’t someone just say, “Hey, 
Mary and Joseph, just stay at our house?”

After all, what kind of person would refuse to help a 
woman in labor?

I found out the answer to that question when I was a young 
man working in Iowa. 

I had just taken a job with a newspaper and the staff was 
excited to soon be moving into a new building. One cold De-
cember night, a desperate woman called the newsroom. She 
was in labor, and in that era before cell phones, she couldn’t 
get ahold of her husband who was working construction in 
the building we were moving into.

It was past midnight and she wanted to know if we could 
reach him. I told my boss that I was caught up with my work 
and could drive the three blocks to the construction site to 
get him.

The night city editor gave me a look of complete con-
tempt. He ordered me to tell her we couldn’t help. She was 
on her own. 

At that point in my career, I’d worked at that newspaper 
for all of six weeks. No sooner had I taken the job than I was 
frightened that I would lose it. 

I must have given him a look of dismay because he re-
sponded by shouting, “It’s not our problem!” 

My millennial friends like to talk about “trigger words” 
that resurrect past traumas. I’ll be honest, I’ve long thought 
that was New Age nonsense. But whenever I hear the words, 
“It’s not our problem,” I’m triggered with indignation.

I wish I’d had the moral courage to stand up to that editor. 
But to my shame, I didn’t.

I knew what the right thing to do was. I should have 
helped. I should have defied my boss and walked out of the 
newsroom and told that husband that his wife needed him. 

Instead, I picked up the phone and told the woman I just 
couldn’t help her. 

Thirty-three years have passed since I made that statement. 
I’m still ashamed. 

That night, I sat at my desk until 1 a.m. knowing I had 
betrayed not only my own values, but those in which I had 
been reared. I grew up in a home where I never heard the 
phrase, “It’s not our problem.”

The most offensive part of that statement is “our.” It identi-
fies a person with a group, a clan, a race, an employer — that 
sets itself apart from others. The inference in the statement 
is if the person was part of “our” group, they’d deserve help. 
But otherwise, “It’s not ‘our’ problem.”

The Bible story about the Good Samaritan isn’t just about 
helping others, it’s about reaching across racial, cultural and 
economic boundaries to aid those from groups other than 
our own.

Today, I carry two gallons of gasoline, a jack and a host of 
tools in the back of my pickup to assist stranded motorists.

Sometimes I’m able to help change a tire or give someone 
enough gas to make it to a service station. One time, I just 
sat with a young man while his car was engulfed in flames 
alongside Interstate 55. I couldn’t help him much, but at 
least he knew someone cared.

When I think back 33 years to that woman whom I didn’t 
help, I’m haunted by my inaction. A sin of omission is as 
bad as one of commission.

Early on, my parents taught my siblings and me that we 
are our brother and sister’s keeper.

I remember when I was a teenager, my dad was driving 
through a rough neighborhood in my hometown of Gales-
burg. He saw an older woman lying on a sidewalk. Cars 
were buzzing by her prone form. He stopped and found she 
had fallen and broken her hip.

He took five pairs of clean coveralls from his truck and 
created pillows for her to be comfortable and had someone 
call an ambulance. He stayed with her until the paramedics 
carried her — and the coveralls — away.

Helping others means making sacrifices and getting 
your hands dirty. 

It would be easy for me to just shrug and say, “I was 
just following orders.” That’s the banality of evil. Hitler’s 
henchmen pled that at Nuremberg. King Herod’s soldiers 
could have made such a claim as they killed the male babies 
of Bethlehem. 

Martin Luther King, Jr., once said, “It’s never the wrong 
time to do the right thing.” He was right of course. And he 
certainly paid a price for doing the right thing. 

While we may disagree on how best to help someone, 
we should never delude ourselves that we don’t have such 
an obligation.

Sometimes we have to say “No” to those in authority 
and pay the price. I should have done that decades ago, 
but I didn’t.

How did things end for that woman in labor? I have no 
idea. That’s what happens when you look away. You don’t 
see how the story ends. As for the editor who said, “It’s 
not our problem,” he was out of journalism within a year.

So why do I mention this today? Those who don’t learn 
from their past are condemned to repeat it. I don’t want 
my children to grow up to ever hear me say, “It’s not ‘our’ 
problem.”

(Scott Reeder, a staff writer for Illinois Times, can be 
reached at sreeder@illinoistimes.com.)

It’s never the wrong time
to do the right thing
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HWY 251 S. • MENDOTA 
 815-539-6263

Auto Body Specialists
Weather Tech dealer

Window Tinting
Car/Truck/SUV 

Detailing

And many other truck 
accessories available!

Marten Portable 
Buildings

325 N. 25th Rd.
Rt. 251 S., Peru

224-1506

YOUR HOME TOWN 
INSURANCE COMPANY.

We offer:
• Equipment Breakdown

• Buried utility line 
coverage

• Sump Pump Back Up
• Home/Auto Discount

Find a list of our agents 
for your property 

insurance needs at  
www.mendotamutual.com

Advertise
Your 

Business
Here

In The
Area 

Business
Spotlight

539-9396

1207 22nd St.
(815)539-9306

Cash  
& Carry

$900

Double It For

$1500

1102 Meriden St., Mendota
815-539-9341

Open 6am-10pm 
 7 days a week

• Bakery
• Deli
• Meats
• Liquor
• Produce
• Floral

Across from 
First State Bank, Mendota

Call 
(815) 539-5651

See 
Jackie Near 

for all your 
Insurance Needs!

2112 W. Main St.
Mendota

815-539-8500

• Plumbing
• Heating
• Cooling
•Electric

Mendota • 815-539-3828
TRIPLESERVICEINC.COM

IL Lic. #055-041123

AREA BUSINESS 
SPOTLIGHT

www.eurekasavings.com

Buying a car 
just got easier.
Find out how by 

calling...

Se habla español

ANNA 
ARTEAGA

NMLS #461075

1300 13th Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

Ph. 539-5656

LaSalle
Peru

Oglesby
Wenona

Other Locations:

Garden 
Center & 
Custom 

Landscape 
Design

417 US-34 • Mendota 

(815)538-4800
 

Mon -Friday 8-4

Saturday 9-4

706 Washington St. 
and 1403 13th Ave., 

Mendota

815-539-5142
northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com

Authorized Contractor. NRCA • BBB

Leak-Proof...
Guaranteed!

705 Illinois Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

TF
N

Check out the 
“Help Wanted” 

ads in the 
Marketplace of 
The Mendota 
Reporter and 
Money Saver 

every week!

Tobacco and More
We carry loose tobacco and flavored tobacco 
for hookahs, cigarettes, cigars, water pipes, 

e-cigs, vaporizers and e-juices.

1001 Main St. Mendota 
815-539-3499

Mon. - Sat. 8AM-8PM, Sun. 9AM-7PM

Smooth Smokes 
Vape Shop

12
27

20
21

WARNING: THIS PRODUCT CONTAINS NICOTINE. 
NICOTINE IS AN ADDICTIVE CHEMICAL.

By TONJA GREENFIELD
Publisher

SUBLETTE — The residents of the 
Village of Sublette will see their water 
rates increase beginning in 2023.

The Village of Sublette board met 
during its regular monthly meeting on 
Monday, Dec. 12, at the Ellice Dinges 
Center. All members of the board were 
present.

In a previous meeting, the board 
had discussed raising the water rate 
from $4.80 per 1,000 gallons to $5.40 
per 1,000 gallons. A motion was made 
for this increase. A question was raised 
on whether this increase was enough. 
Sublette Village President John Stenzel 
said if the board wanted to, they could 
do another increase next year, or even 
sometime again in 2023. All board 
members approved this increase, except 
for Sublette Village Trustee Larry Ellis, 

who voted no because he thought the 
rate should be higher. This change will 
be effective as of Jan. 1, 2023.

In other board news:
• The board approved to keep the tax 

levy at the same amount as last year, 
$15,363. It was mentioned that the levy 
amount has been the same for about the 
last 10 years. 

• The Sublette Antique Tractor and 
Farm Toy Show event has been set for 
March 18-19, 2023.

• Ellis asked the board to purchase 
a new stove for the Ellice Dinges Cen-
ter. He said he found a stove for the 
amount of $599. Ellis made a motion 
to purchase the stove, but the motion 
failed due to a lack of a second to the 
motion. Other board members expressed 
that they would like to see this matter 
go to committee, and to get other prices 
to compare. 

• The board agreed to implement 
the fee for each video gaming machine 
in the village for 2023. When COVID 
hit, the board suspended the fee for the 
video gaming machines. The current fee 
is $25 per machine. Ellis expressed that 
he thought the fee should be raised. The 
fee is set in a village ordinance and the 
ordinance would have to be amended. 
Board members expressed keeping the 
fee the same for 2023, but looking at 
raising it for 2024. 

• Three seats on the village board 
will be up for election in 2023. The 
petition filing dates were Dec 12-19. 
The seats up for election are currently 
held by Scott Hanson, Jeff Myers and 
MacKenzie Belan.

The next Sublette Village Board 
meeting will be held on Monday, 
Jan. 9, at 7 p.m., at the Ellice Dinges 
Center.

PRINCETON – Lois Buettner Faber will be celebrat-
ing her 90th birthday on Thursday, Dec. 29.

Those wanting to wish her a happy birthday may 
send cards to Lois Buettner Faber, Aperion Care, 515 
S. Sixth St., Princeton, IL 61356.

Card shower planned for
L. Faber’s 90th birthday

Sublette residents to see water rate increase

MENDOTA – The Mendota Police 
Department would like to remind all snow-
mobile drivers to stay on the designated 
routes when traveling through the city.

The snowmobile routes are all 
clearly marked and are provided for 
riders to have a safe course of travel. 
Snowmobiles are prohibited in city 

parks, especially near the lakes and 
dam area. Riding on private property 
is also prohibited unless permission is 
given by the property owner.

MPD: Snowmobilers must stay on designated routes

MENDOTA – Public notice from Mendota High School: 
Snowmobiles and all-terrain vehicles are not allowed on any 
District 280 school property. Violators will be prosecuted.

Snowmobiles, all-terrain vehicles
are not allowed on MHS property
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Merry Christmas 
and 

Happy New Year

From all of us at
Mauch Carpentry Inc. &

Northern Illinois 
Seamless Roofing
705 Illinois Ave., Mendota

539-7867 or 539-5142

12192022

As we gear up for another Christmas, we’re happy and 
grateful to be celebrating it here with the customers and 

friends who have made our year so special. We 
appreciate your trust in us, and we’re proud to serve this 

community.

We hope the spirit of the season lifts you up and fills your heart with 
joy. Best wishes for a very merry Christmas and a happy new year!

307 Plaza Dr. • 815-538-2412
arsautorepairmendota.com 

Merry Christmas
& 

Happy New Year
from all of us at

BECKER AUCTION 
SERVICE

Thank you for the past year’s 
business and attending our auctions.

LaMoille
(815) 638-2686

12172018

• Tree Trimming
• Tree Removal

• Gutter Cleaning 
• Bush & Shrub Trimming

• Stump Grinding

• Fully insured •

815-503-9273

Snow Removal 
Driveways Only  — Commercial & Residential

12052022

TONY’S TREE SERVICE

Wishing Everyone a Merry Christmas

Call or email for a  
FREE ESTIMATE

Siding, Decks, Doors,  
Windows and Flooring

815-414-3058
levelupbuildingandcarpentry@gmail.com

CHECK OUT OUR WORK AND  
FOLLOW US ON

FACEBOOK
09052022 S

M
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FREE ESTIMATES!

815-882-2111
404 W. Main St., McNabb, IL • www.grassersplumbingheating.com

Are you ready for the 
Holidays?

Get your furnace checked & cleaned or replace that old
unit with a new high efficiency Goodman unit.

Northbrook Students of the Month - October

Northbrook School 8th grade students of the month 
for October, left to right, are Rashaad Mayfield, Javier 
Hernandez, Benoni Hernandez, Karson Sundberg, Karla 
Ascensio.

Northbrook School 5th grade students of the month 
for October, left to right, are Carson Walzer, Hunter 
Piller, Albana Imeri. Not pictured: Isayanna Arreola, 
Jose Chavez.

Northbrook School 6th grade students of the month for 
October, left to right, are Christopher Salazar-Loera, 
Romeo Sanchez, Mallory Beck. Not pictured: Sergio 
Correa, Samantha Stremlau.

Northbrook School 7th grade students of the month for 
October, left to right, are Tomas Corrigan, Olivia Cor-
rigan, Trinitie Thompson, Dalton Gallagher.

SPRINGFIELD – With 
cold weather settling in and 
the first major winter storm 
of the season potentially on 
its way, the Illinois Depart-
ment of Transportation is 
reminding the public to visit 
and bookmark GettingAroun-
dIllinois.com for continually 
updated information on road 
conditions. Weather can 
change quickly in Illinois, so 
whether you’re driving a short 
distance or taking a longer 
trip, GettingAroundIllinois.
com is an essential resource 
to keep you updated 24/7/365 
on road conditions throughout 
the state all winter long. 

“Our No. 1 priority is 
making sure roads are safe for 
the motoring public, but you 
should always prepare yourself 
before taking any trips,” said Il-
linois Transportation Secretary 
Omer Osman. “Completely 
clearing roads during and after 
a weather event can take some 
time and depends on a variety 
of factors. We will get the job 
done, but ask the public to 
please remain patient during 
winter weather and always 
check GettingAroundIllinois.
com before driving anywhere 
for the most updated road 
conditions.”

Illinois has website
for statewide road 
conditions this winter
q Bookmark GettingAroundIllinois.com

GettingAroundIllinois.
com is available on your 
computer and optimized for 
smartphones. The site in-
cludes the ability to identify 
and zoom in on a location, 
travel route or destination on 
a state map. Road conditions 
are recorded by plow drivers 
out in the field and relayed 
to GettingAroundIllinois.
com through a cloud-based 
system to provide a general 
overview on IDOT-main-
tained highways. 

The road conditions map 
averages more than 2.5 mil-
lion pageviews during snow-
and-ice season, featuring a 
color scheme of pinks and 
blues to differentiate from 
the red, yellow and green of 
traffic congestion reporting, 
as well as to increase accessi-
bility for those who have dif-
ficulty distinguishing colors. 

Like others in the trans-
portation industry, IDOT 
has seen the demand grow 
for workers with commercial 
driver’s licenses. The depart-
ment has positions open for 
temporary and permanent 
highway maintainers for 
snow removal this winter. 
For more information, visit 
idot.illinois.gov.

Lincoln REACH 
award - December
Lincoln School’s December 
REACH award recipients have 
been named. Front row, left to 
right, are Katrina Hilt, Brayden 
Wickstrom, Ajla Bugiyne, Cason 
Jordan, Daniel Ramirez and Lay-
la Martinez. Middle row, Gabriel-
la Diaz, Krew Knaff, Lillian Woo-
draska, Miles Gilkerson and Dana 
Falcon Santoyo. Back row, Alex 
Rivera, Daniela Arteaga, Naomi 
Arteaga, Madison Diaz and Khiel 
Ford. (Photo contributed)

OTTAWA – LaSalle 
County continues to take 
part in FEMA’s Com-
munity Rating System 
(CRS). CRS is a voluntary 
incentive program that 
recognizes and encourag-
es community floodplain 
management practices that 
exceed the minimum re-
quirements of the National 
Flood Insurance Program. 

LaSalle County cur-
rently has a rating of a 
class 8.  With this class 
rating, homeowners with 
flood insurance in unin-
corporated LaSalle Coun-

ty save approximately 
10% on their flood insur-
ance policy’s annually.

To receive credit for 
one of the activities in 
the program, LaSalle 
County must review its 
flood mitigation strategies 
annually. This review 
was completed on Dec. 
7, 2022, and the updated 
2022 strategies, and other 
flood mitigation resourc-
es, are available for review 
at the following link: 
https://lasallecountyil.
gov/lasalle-county-flood-
plain-information/ 

LaSalle County participating in 
FEMA Community Rating System
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And suddenly
there was a
multitude of
the heavenly
hosts with the

angels,
praising God
and saying:

“Glory to God
in the highest
and on earth
peace to those
on whom His
favor rests.”

Holy Cross Catholic Church
1010 Jefferson St. • Mendota

Fr. Peter Pilon, Pastor 
Fr. Jeff Windy, Parochial Vicar 

Phone (815) 538-6151

2022 Christmas and  
Holy Day Mass Schedule

A Light will shine on us this 
day, the Lord is born for us.

Saturday, December 24
4:00 pm St. Theresa
4:00 pm Holy Cross
5:30 pm Sts. Peter & Paul
5:45 pm Holy Cross
12:00 midnight  Holy Cross

Sunday, December 25,
Christmas Day
6:30 am Holy Cross
8:00 am St. Theresa
9:00 am Sts. Peter & Paul
11:00 am Holy Cross - Spanish

Saturday, December 31
5:00 pm St. Theresa
4:00 pm Holy Cross

Sunday, January 1
6:30 am Holy Cross
8:00 am St. Theresa
9:00 am Sts. Peter & Paul
10:30 am Holy Cross 
12:00 pm Holy Cross - Spanish

12142022

Blue Christmas Service  
on Thursday, Dec. 22 at 6:30pm

December 24
Christmas Eve Services

4:30pm Live Nativity
Children’s Pageant and Praise Band

7:30pm Candlelight Worship

Christmas Hymn Sing  
on Christmas Day at 9am

www.ilcompton.org

Immanuel 
Lutheran 

Church

Immanuel 
Lutheran 

Church
398 Church Road
Compton, Illinois
815-539-6567

Pastor
Jeff Schlesinger

In Celebration of 
Our Saviors’ Birth  

& New Year
Christmas Eve

Saturday, December 24
7:00 p.m. at Immanuel
9:00 p.m. at First, Lee

Candlelight Service with Holy Communion

Christmas Day
Sunday, December 25

10:00 a.m. at Immanuel
Worship with Holy Communion

(no worship at First, Lee)

12142022

Looking for 
a Church home 
this Christmas? 
Come home to

808 Jefferson St., Downtown Mendota

815-538-2186
Family Friendly Services 
Candlelight Communion 

Christmas Eve Service at 
3 p.m. 

Christmas Day 9:00 a.m.
www.zionchurchumc.com

Light refreshments will be provided
Pastor Jim McDowell 815-993-2462

Christ’s Church
1107 Main St., Mendota

Friday, 
Dec. 23  
6 p.m.

12142022

A Night at the 
Nativity

Join us for a free 
movie night at

Early Christmas Eve Service at Triumph Church

The public is invited to join Pastor Sandy Smith and the 
congregation of the Triumph United Methodist Church for 

a traditional Christmas Eve candlelight service on

Saturday, December 24 at 3 p.m.

This music filled service is held in the afternoon to benefit those persons that 
do not drive after dark or have to travel to be with family later in the evening.

A free will offering will be taken, and all proceeds will benefit the 
Mendota Christian Food Pantry. Everyone is welcome.

12142022
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Shop  
Local & WIN!

Nov. 21 is the kickoff date for the Mendota Chamber’s 2022 12 Days of Giving Christmas Shop Local Promotion. The 12 Days of Giving will 
begin on Nov. 21 at participating businesses.
For every $10 spent in a participating business, you will receive one sticker. In order to qualify for the 12 Days of Giving prizes, you must turn in 
a full card and each card must have stickers from at least FIVE OF THE PARTICIPATING BUSINESSES.
Double Stickers will be handed out during the Mendota Christmas event on Saturday, Dec. 3. Be sure to stop by the Mendota Chamber 
information booth downtown during the event for a special Mendota Chamber Shop Local Sticker.
Bring in your full cards to the Mendota Chamber Office at 800 Washington St., starting Nov. 21. You may also drop off your full card in the city’s 
drop box on Illinois Avenue.
The 12 Days of Giving drawings will begin on Dec. 9 and be held every day, except Sundays, through Dec. 22. There will be 1 winner each day. 
The daily prizes will include merchandise and gift cards from our participating businesses.
On Dec. 22, the Chamber will draw for the grand prize. All daily winners will be added back into the Dec. 22 drawing. The Grand Prize will 
include merchandise and gift cards from our participating businesses.

4M Graphix
Advanced Auto Parts
Anderson Mosshart
ARS Auto Repair Specialists
August Hill Winery  & Illinois Sparkling Co.
Beck’s BP Rt. 251
Casey’s General Store
Cindy’s on 34
CVS/pharmacy
De La O’s
Dirty Dawgs
Ekana Nursury 

El Zarape
Expressions
Floralcrest Inc.
JC’s Headquarters
Lakeside Liquors
Little Jo’s
Lube Cube Plus
Main Street Station
Maxie Salon
McDonalds
Mauch Carpentry
Mendota Area Y
Mendota Elks Lodge
Mendota Moose Family Center
Mendota Pet Salon
Mendota Shell

Mendota Sport Shop
Moore Tires
Nightengales 
OSF Gift Shop
Painting Party with Lucy
Parkway Restaurant
Pizza’s by Marchelloni
Pohl’s Office Supply
Purpose Nutrition
Quest
Road Ranger
Rosati’s Pizza Pub
Smooth Smoke and Vapor
Specialty Body & Paint
Walter Bros. Plumbing, Heating, & Cooling
Sports-N-Stuff

Stephenitch Do It Best Hardware
Studio 1500
Subway
Sullivan Ace Hardware
Sullivan’s Foods
Taco Madre
Tacos Guzman
The Chalet Sports Bar 
The Mendota Reporter
Triple Service Plumbing, Heating, & Cooling 
Uncle Joes Gaming
Walter Bros. Plumbing, Heating, & Cooling 
Ziggie’s Family Restaurant

12 Days 
of Giving

What ’s On Your Wishlist ?

HIGHWAY 52 
SUBLETTE, IL

(815) 849-5232 • 1-800-227-5203
www.vaessenbrothers.com

Stop By Our Dealership To See Our Selection  
of New and Used Chevrolets!

G
G

10
31
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22

Great Holiday Gifts!
Large Variety of 

Gift Baskets

1102 Meriden St., Mendota
815-539-9341

M
G

G
20
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Looking for a truly 
“Mendota” gift?

Mendota Area Chamber Gift Certificates!
Mendota Shops offer a large and varied array of gift giving ideas for everyone on 

your Christmas List. Puzzled? Wondering what to get those hard to buy for relatives, 
friends and fellow employees? How about Mendota Area Chamber Gift Certificates! 

They can be made for any denomination and they are always the right size and 
color! The Certificates may be purchased at the Chamber office.

Mendota Area Chamber of Commerce
Gift Certificate
No Expiration Date

Mrs. Jane Doe
Fifteen and 00/100..................Dollars
Presented by The Johnson Family

Date, Dec. 1, 2022
$15.00

Signature:_____________________
MGG2022

Thanks to all who joined 
in my birthday celebration 
and/or remembered me with 

MENDOTA – During 
winter weather conditions, 
the Mendota Police Depart-
ment reminds residents to 
obey the following ordi-
nances:

• Ordinance 41.38 – Park-
ing After Snowfall

It shall be unlawful to park 
any vehicle on any public 
street in the city at any time 
after a snowfall of two inches 
or more has occurred, unless 
the snow has ceased and has 
been plowed off or otherwise 
removed from the street.

Any person, firm, part-
nership, corporation or as-
sociation found violating the 
provisions of this ordinance 
shall be subject to a fine of 
$25 for each violation of this 
ordinance and may be subject 
to towing said vehicle away. 
The cost of said towing shall 
be the obligation and expense 

of those violating this Section.
• Ordinance 6.21 – Depos-

iting Snow in Streets
No person within the 

city shall remove any snow 
from his private property 
or from offstreet parking 
lots or right of way parking 
into any of the city streets 
or alleys. This Section does 
not apply to removal of snow 
from sidewalks. This Section 
is specifically directed to, 
but not limited to gasoline 
stations, medical and dental 
clinics, or any other business 
or corporation which has pri-
vate parking on the property 
or in those areas where the 
berm of the city has been 
dedicated or given over for 
parking facilities.

The above ordinances are 
in place to assist the city of 
Mendota with snow removal 
from the city streets.

Winter Weather Ordinances

THEFT
Melony S. Carver, 67, 

of 1207 Pennsylvania Ave., 
Mendota, was charged with 
theft after police officers 
were dispatched to Subway 
at 1602 13th Ave., Mendota, 
at 12:14 p.m. Dec. 12. The 
subject was released with a 
LaSalle County court date.

TWO CHARGES
Bethany R. Youssi, 22, 

of 500 Sixth Ave., Mendota, 
was charged with criminal 
trespass to a safe school 
zone and resisting arrest 
after police officers were 

dispatched to a disturbance 
call in the 1300 block of 
Washington Street at 3:19 
p.m. Dec. 14. The subject 
was released with a LaSalle 
County court date.

WARRANT ARREST
Jenna V. Clark, 27, of 

DeKalb, was arrested at 
10:15 a.m. Dec. 16 on a valid 
DeKalb County warrant 
for failure to appear/traffic 
offense after a traffic stop 
at U.S. 34 and East Fourth 
Road. The subject posted 
bond and was released with 
a DeKalb County court date.

cards and greetings. God 
bless you all.

Mel Harth

CARDS OF THANKS

POLICE BLOTTER
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SPORTS

MENDOTA 47, EARLVILLE 31
Earlville (31)

 FG FT Fls TP
Miller 0 0-0 1 0
Jacobs 0 0-0 2 0
Olson 4 1-2 1 10
Hall 0 0-0 3 0
Campbell 1 0-0 1 3
Sansone 7 2-6 3 18
Totals 12 3-8 11 31

Mendota (47)
 FG FT Reb TP
Jenner 7 3-5 0 19
Zinke 1 0-0 2 2
Wasmer 3 0-0 5 6
Brant 3 3-4 14 9
Gonzalez 3 5-6 15 11
Schultz 0 0-0 1 0
Totals 17 11-15 37 47

SCORE BY QUARTERS
Earlville 6 9 23 31
Mendota 13 24 39 47
Three-point goals: Mendota - Jenner 
2; Earlville - Olson 1, Campbell 1, 
Sansone 2

MENDOTA 56, BUREAU V. 41
Mendota (56)

 FG FT Fls TP
C. Strouss 6 2-2 4 17
Guzman 3 0-0 2 8
Romero 10 3-6 3 23
Nanez 2 0-1 0 4
R. Strouss 1 0-0 2 2
Stamberger 0 0-0 1 0
Aughenbaugh 1 0-1 2 2
Dewey 0 0-0 3 0
Totals 23 5-10 17 56

Bureau Valley (41)
 FG FT Fls TP
Balensiefen 4 4-8 3 13
Hulsing 2 0-2 0 4
Wright 0 0-0 1 0
Chhim 1 0-0 2 3
I. Attig 3 0-1 3 8
Dybek 3 0-1 3 6
Endress 2 0-0 3 5
Wagner 1 0-0 0 2
Totals 16 4-12 15 41

SCORE BY QUARTERS
Mendota 17 34 50 56
Bureau Valley 21 29 31 41
Three-point goals: Mendota - C. 
Strouss 3, Guzman 2; Bureau Valley 
- Balensiefen 1, Chim 1, I. Attig 2, 
Endress 1 

EARLVILLE 51, MENDOTA 41
Earlville (51)

 FG FT Fls TP
Vazquez 5 3-3 2 14
Ga. Cook 2 4-5 3 8
Waite 4 1-2 2 9
T. Fruit 1 0-0 0 2
Gr. Cook 3 3-4 2 11
Browder 3 0-2 3 7
Totals 18 11-16 12 51

Mendota (41)
 FG FT Fls TP
C. Strouss 5 0-1 4 13
Guzman 3 0-0 2 6
Romero 3 0-0 5 6
Nanez 4 0-0 3 8
R. Strouss 3 0-0 0 6
Stamberger 1 0-0 2 2
Aughenbaugh 0 0-0 1 0
Dewey 0 0-0 1 0
Totals 19 0-1 18 41

SCORE BY QUARTERS
Earlville 8 18 36 51
Mendota 8 14 27 41
Three-point goals: Mendota - C. 
Strouss 3; Earlville - Vazquez 1, Gr. 
Cook 2, Browder 1

PLANO – The Mendota Trojans will participate in 
the 59th annual Plano Varsity Christmas Classic on 
Dec. 27-30. 

There are 16 teams in the tournament with seeds 
awarded to the top eight teams. Unseeded Mendota will 
begin tournament action against No. 3 seed Kaneland 
on Tuesday, Dec. 27 at 9 a.m. If the Trojans win their 
first-round game, they will advance to the winner’s 
bracket to play either Yorkville Christian or Sandwich 
at 3:30 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 28. A first-round loss will 
bump Mendota to the loser’s bracket for a 10:30 a.m. 
contest on Dec. 28. 

The tournament will continue with eight games on 
Dec. 29 and the finals on Dec. 30.

Burlington Central is the top seed in the tournament, 
followed by Aurora Marmion, Kaneland, Peoria Notre 
Dame, Northridge Prep, Yorkville Christian, Ottawa 
and Streator.

Plano Varsity Christmas Classic
Tuesday, Dec. 27

1 - #3 Kaneland vs. Mendota – 9 a.m.
2 - #6 Yorkville Christian vs. Sandwich – 10:30 a.m.
3 - #7 Ottawa vs. Lisle – 12:30 p.m.
4 - #2 Aurora Marmion vs. Morris – 2 p.m.
5 - #5 Northridge Prep vs. Newark – 3:30 p.m.
6 - #8 Streator vs. Hinckley-Big Rock – 5:30 p.m.
7 - #4 Peoria Notre Dame vs. Plano – 7 p.m.
8 - #1 Burlington Central vs. Coal City – 8:30 p.m.

Wednesday, Dec. 28
9 – Loser 3 vs. Loser 4 – 9 a.m.
10 – Loser 1 vs. Loser 2 – 10:30 a.m.
11 – Loser 5 vs. Loser 7 – 12:30 p.m.
12 – Loser 6 vs. Loser 8 – 2 p.m.
13 – Winner 1 vs. Winner 2 – 3:30 p.m.
14 – Winner 3 vs. Winner 4 – 5:30 p.m.
15 – Winner 5 vs. Winner 7 – 7 p.m.
16 – Winner 6 vs. Winner 8 – 8:30 p.m.

Thursday, Dec. 29
17 – Loser 11 vs. Loser 12 – 9 a.m.
18 – Loser 9 vs. Loser 10 – 10:30 a.m.
19 – Winner 9 vs. Winner 10 – 12:30 p.m.
20 – Winner 11 vs. Winner 12 – 2 p.m.
21 – Loser 13 vs. Loser 14 – 3:30 p.m.
22 – Loser 15 vs. Loser 16 – 5:30 p.m.
23 – Winner 13 vs. Winner 14 – 7 p.m.
24 – Winner 15 vs. Winner 16 – 8:30 p.m.

Friday, Dec. 30
25 – Loser 17 vs. Loser 18 – 9 a.m. (15th place)
26 – Winner 17 vs. Winner 18 – 10:30 a.m. (13th place)
27 – Loser 19 vs. Loser 20 – 12:15 p.m. (11th place)
28 – Loser 21 vs. Loser 22 – 1:45 p.m. (7th place)
29 – Winner 19 vs. Winner 20 – 3:15 p.m. (9th, cons.)
30 – Winner 21 vs. Winner 22 – 5 p.m. (5th place)
31 – Loser 23 vs. Loser 24 – 6:30 p.m. (3rd place)
32 – Winner 23 vs. Winner 24 – 8 p.m. (1st place)

Mendota opened its 
Three Rivers Conference 
slate with a 56-41 triumph 
over Bureau Valley on Dec. 
16 at Manlius.

The Trojans fell behind 
21-17 after the opening stan-
za, but they turned things 
around in the second quarter 
to take a 34-29 halftime lead. 
Rafael Romero triggered the 
comeback with 13 points in 
the period. Mendota took 
command in the third frame 
when it outscored the Storm, 
16-2.

Romero ended with 23 
points to lead all scorers. 
Cale Strouss dropped in 
three three-pointers on his 
way to a 17-point outburst, 
while Isaac Guzman provid-
ed eight markers.

***
A strong second half 

lifted Earlville to a 51-41 
victory over Mendota in a 
nonconference contest on 
Dec. 17 at the MHS gym.

The Trojans were down 
18-14 at the half and re-
mained within striking 
distance for much of the 
third period before the Red 
Raiders scored the final 
five points of the quarter to 

Mendota’s Cale Strouss has his shot contested by Diego Vazquez of Earlville on Dec. 
17 at the MHS gym. (Reporter photo)

take a 36-27 lead into the 
fourth. Earlville’s Diego 
Vazquez scored seven points 
in the frame, including a 
three-pointer to put his team 
up by nine.

Earlville took its first 
double-digit lead of the 
game with 2:08 left on 
a three-pointer by Ryan 
Browder.

Romero was saddled 
with foul trouble much of 
the game, sitting almost the 

entire third quarter with four 
fouls before finally fouling 
out in the fourth.

Cale Strouss paced Men-
dota (5-6) with 13 points, 
while Izaiah Nanez con-
nected for eight markers. 
Vazquez led a balanced 
Earlville attack with 14 
points, followed by Griffin 
Cook with 11 and Adam 
Waite with nine.

Trojans handle BV in TRAC
opener; beaten by Earlville

Mendota’s sophomore 
boys’ basketball team added 
two more wins to its total 
with victories over Bureau 
Valley and Earlville.

The Trojans took down 
Bureau Valley, 47-37, in a 
Three Rivers Conference 
contest on Dec. 16 at Man-
lius. Mendota had strong 
second and fourth quarters 
to get past the Storm.

Dane Doyle pumped in 
12 points to lead the attack, 
while Aden Tillman connect-
ed for 11 points and Braiden 
Freeman added nine tallies.

***
After a slow start, the 

Trojans took off in the sec-
ond quarter and rolled over 
Earlville, 52-17, on Dec. 17 
at the MHS gym.

Mendota only led by a 
bucket (7-5) after one period, 
but a 19-3 second-quarter 
propelled the Trojans to a 
26-8 halftime margin.

Doyle and Freeman 
dropped in 12 points apiece 
and Tillman supplied eight 
markers.

PLANO – The Mendota 
Trojans will participate in 
the 12th annual Plano Soph-
omore Christmas Classic to 
be held Dec. 27-30.

There are 16 teams in the 
sophomore tournament with 
seeds awarded to the top eight 
teams. Fourth-seeded Men-
dota will begin tournament 
action against LaSalle-Peru 
on Tuesday, Dec. 27 at 10:15 
a.m. If the Trojans win their 
first-round game, they will 
advance to the winner’s 
bracket to play either Morris 
or Lisle at 2:15 p.m. Wednes-
day, Dec. 28. A first-round 
loss will send Mendota to the 
loser’s bracket for a 10:15 
a.m. game on Dec. 28.

The tournament will con-
tinue with eight games on 
Thursday, Dec. 29 and the 
finals on Friday, Dec. 30.

Ottawa landed the tour-
nament’s top seed.

MHS to face Kaneland
in Plano Classic opener
q Teams to kick off tourney on Dec. 27

Soph boys post
two more wins

Sophs seeded
fourth at Plano

STILLMAN VALLEY – The Mendota 
wrestlers competed in the Stillman Valley 
Holiday Tournament on Dec. 17. There 
were 13 teams in the tournament.

In junior varsity competition, Mendo-
ta’s Julian Jordan wrestled five matches 
and finished in fourth place. He opened the 
tournament with a loss by pin to Deegan 
Turner of Johnsburg at 1:30. Jordan then 
picked up three straight pin wins to make 
it to the third-place match. He defeated 
Breck Pearson of Genoa-Kingston (2:27), 
Noah Camiola of Wheaton Academy 

(3:38) and Austin Heath of Amboy (4:56). 
In the third-place match, Ryan Larson of 
Johnsburg pinned Jordan at the 1:52 mark.

In varsity action, Rhett Watson of Men-
dota finished in fifth place in the 145-pound 
division. He opened up with a pin loss 
to Princeton’s Augie Christiansen in 51 
seconds before pinned Max Woodward 
of Kaneland in 2:27. After a 10-2 loss to 
Nathan Dalton of Genoa-Kingston, Watson 
claimed the fifth-place bout with a 11-4 
triumph over Will Anliker of Wheaton 
Academy.

2 wrestlers place in Stillman Valley Tourney

MENDOTA – Mendota 
was in control from start 
to finish in posting a 47-
31 win over Earlville in a 
varsity girls’ nonconference 
match-up on Dec. 17 at the 
MHS gym.

The Lady Trojans grabbed 
a 13-6 lead after the first quar-
ter and then opened things up 
by outscoring the visitors, 
11-3, in the second period 
to take a 24-9 advantage to 
the locker room.

“Our offense showed 
up a little better and our 
defense was awesome,” 
said Mendota coach John 
Hansen. “It was a solid all-
around game.”

Katie Jenner led the 
charge with 19 points, hitting 
on a pair of shots from three-
point range. Cassie Gonzalez 
was next with 11 points and 
a team-leading 15 rebounds, 
while Reanna Brant had nine 
points, 14 rebounds and 

Mendota’s Katie Jenner drives to the basket against 
Mady Olson of Earlville on Dec. 17 at the MHS gym. 
(Reporter photo)

four blocked shots. Jenner 
and Gonzalez collected five 
steals apiece. Nevaeh San-
sone paced Earlville with 
18 points and Mady Olson 
added 10.

Mendota upped its record 
to 4-9 on the season.

Girls top Earlville, 47-31

AMBOY – The Mendota Lady Trojans will compete 
in the Amboy Girls’ Holiday Basketball Tournament 
will be held Dec. 27-30.

There are two pools of varsity teams. Mendota, New-
man and Somonauk will comprise the Red Pool, while 
Amboy, Roanoke-Benson, Hall and Serena will be in 
the Black Pool. There will also be freshman-sophomore 
games with Amboy, Newman, Hall and Serena making 
up those teams.

Mendota will begin the tournament on Tuesday, 
Dec. 27 when it plays Somonauk at 4:30 p.m. The Lady 
Trojans will return to action 24 hours later when they 
battle Newman to conclude pool play. Depending on 
how Mendota does in its first two games will determine 
when it plays on the final day of the tournament on 
Friday, Dec. 30.

Amboy Girls’ Holiday Tournament
Tuesday, Dec. 27

3:00 – Newman vs. Hall (FS) [old gym]
3:00 – Amboy vs. Serena (FS) [new gym]
4:30 – Mendota vs. Somonauk [old gym]
4:30 – Roanoke-Benson vs. Serena [new gym]
6:00 – Amboy vs. Hall [new gym]

Wednesday, Dec. 28
3:00 – Newman vs. Serena (FS) [old gym]
3:00 – Amboy vs. Hall (FS) [new gym]
4:30 – Mendota vs. Newman [old gym]
4:30 – Hall vs. Serena [new gym]
6:00 – Amboy vs. Roanoke-Benson [new gym]

Thursday, Dec. 29
3:00 – Amboy vs. Newman (FS) [new gym]
3:00 – Hall vs. Serena (FS) [old gym]
4:30 – Newman vs. Somonauk [new gym]
4:30 – Roanoke-Benson vs. Hall [old gym]
6:00 – Amboy vs. Serena [new gym]

Friday, Dec. 30
3:00 – Red #3 vs. Black #3 [new gym]
4:30 – Red #2 vs. Black #2 [new gym]
6:00 – Red #1 vs Black #1 [new gym]

Lady Trojans entered in
Amboy Holiday Tourney
q MHS opens action vs. Somonauk

SPRINGFIELD – Hunt-
ers in Illinois took a pre-
liminary total of 76,854 
deer during the seven-day 
2022 Illinois Firearm Deer 
Season that concluded Dec. 
4, according to the Illinois 
Department of Natural Re-
sources (IDNR).

Comparatively, hunters 
harvested a final total of 
70,411 deer during the fire-
arm season in 2021.

The preliminary harvest 

2022 Illinois firearm deer season preliminary harvest totals 76,854
for the second segment of 
the 2022 firearm season Dec. 
1-4 was 24,500, compared 
with 21,477 during the 
second season in 2021. The 
preliminary harvest for the 
first segment of this year’s 
firearm season Nov. 18-20 
was 52,354 deer.

Remaining 2022-23 deer 
season hunting opportunities 
in Illinois include:

• Late-winter antler-
less-only deer season and 

Chronic Wasting Disease 
(CWD) deer season, in 
designated counties only, 
Dec. 29, 2022, through 
Jan. 1, 2023, and Jan. 13-
15, 2023.

• Archery deer season 
continues through Jan. 15, 
2023.

Details on the late-winter 
season are available at https://
bit.ly/20222023LWH.

Details on the CWD sea-
son are available at https://

bit.ly/20222023CWDSea-
son.

A map showing the coun-
ties open to the late-win-
ter and CWD seasons can 
be found at https://bit.ly/
LateWinterCWDMap.

Second-season (Dec. 1-4) 
harvest totals for area coun-
ties are:

Bureau – 295; DeKalb – 
41; LaSalle – 227; Lee – 177; 
Ogle – 182; Putnam – 99; 
Whiteside – 238.
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SPORTS

WANTED!
CLASSIC CARS .... TOP $$$$

Mercedes, Porsche, Jaguar, Corvettes, Vintage Cars, 
Foreign & Domestic, Restored & Unrestored,  

Hot Rods, Mopars & Vintage Motorcycles

Call Jim at 630-201-8122 01
19

20
22

with charm!
LOADED

#11679058 
$130,000

Nice 4 bedroom, 1.5 bath 
home features lovely natural 
woodwork, sunny window 
seats, built-in china cabinet, 
and leaded glass window. 
Large heated front porch, 1+ 
car garage and more! Home 
warranty included. Home is 
priced below appraised value.

Call Bonnie Lester @ 815-228-7565

Rt. 251• Mendota
(815) 539-5985
Open 6 Days A Week
Sun-Wed. 11am-8pm
Friday & Sat. 11 am-9pm
Joe & Ana ArteagaReservations Accepted

We do catering for all occasions!
Call or stop by for all the details.

BANQUET ROOM AVAILABLE
Perfect for parties, weddings, birthdays 

or any gathering.

Sunday & Wednesday 
Special: 1/4 Fried  
Chicken with coleslaw 
and French fries

Monday & Wednesday: 
$5 margaritas!
Tuesday:
Taco Night!

$8

12192022

Compton, IL • 815-343-8047
• 24/7 Light/Medium Duty Towing & Recovery

• Mobile Auto Truck Repair
• Emergency Roadside Assistance

• Jump Starts
• Fuel Delivery

• Flat Tire Changes
• Lock Out Service

• Secure Impound Yard

12
19

20
22

Tuesday Night
Men’s League

Standings as of Dec. 
6 – 1. Black Bros. 38-18; 
2. Team 2 27-29; 3. JJ&L 
Carpentry 24-32; 4. Age 
Old Organics 23-33

High team game (scratch) 
– Team 2 1128, JJ&L Car-
pentry 1062, Black Bros. 
1059

High team game (hdcp) 
– Team 2 1195, Black Bros. 
1189, JJ&L Carpentry 1150

High  t eam se r i e s 
(scratch) – Team 2 3154, 
Black Bros. 2964, JJ&L 
Carpentry 2952

High team series (hdcp) 
– Team 2 3355, Black Bros 
3354, JJ&L Carpentry 3216

High individual game 
(scratch) – Nate Bradford 
279, Todd Smith 258, John 
Hessenberger 257

High individual series 
(scratch) – Nate Bradford 
719, Luke Ross 687, Randy 
Weathers 674

Wednesday Night
Men’s League

Standings as of Dec. 7 
– 1. First State Bank 32.5-
23.5; 2. Boelk Truck Lines 
26.5-29.5; 3. O’Donnell Ex-
cavating 25-31; 4. Mendota 
Monument 20-36

High team game (scratch) 
– Mendota Monument 
1104, First State Bank 1006, 
Boelk Truck Lines 987

High team game (hdcp) – 
Mendota Monument 1122, 
First State Bank 1114, Boelk 
Truck Lines 1106

High  t eam se r i e s 
(scratch) – Mendota Mon-
ument 3115, First State 
Bank 3014, Boelk Truck 
Lines 2643

High team series (hdcp) 
– First State Bank 3338, 
Mendota Monument 3169, 
O’Donnell Excavating 3012

High individual game 
(scratch) – Barry Sutton 
300, Tyler Schmitt 246, Joe 
Kennedy 243

High individual series 

(scratch) – Barry Sutton 
665, Joe Kennedy 646, Nate 
Bradford 637

Monday Night
Mixed League

Standings as of Dec. 12 
– 1. Split Happens 45-20; 2. 
CM Farm 37-28; 3. Sports-
N-Stuff 36-29; 4. Bad Kats 
33-32; 5. Ramer Inc. 24-41; 
6. Leagal Beagles 20-45

H i g h  t e a m  g a m e 
(scratch) – Split Happens 
726, Sports-N-Stuff 697, 
Leagal Beagles 662

High team game (hdcp) 
– Split Happens 974, Ramer 
Inc. 970, Sports-N-Stuff 
967

High  t eam se r i e s 
(scratch) – Split Happens 
2025, Sports-N-Stuff 2001, 
Ramer Inc. 1868

High team series (hdcp) 
– Ramer Inc. 2819, Sports-
N-Stuff 2811, Split Hap-
pens 2769

Men’s  h igh  game 
(scratch) – Matt Ramer 
225, Ron Westphal 223, 
Mike Smith 208

Men’s high game (hdcp) 
– Raul Diaz Jr. 276, Ed 
Roulston 254, Ron West-
phal 252

Men’s  high ser ies 
(scratch) – Matt Ramer 615, 
Ron Westphal 614, Ed Rou-
lston & Bob Thomas 514

Men’s high series (hdcp) 
– Ed Roulston 727, Carl 
Reistad 712, Raul Diaz 
Jr. 711

Women’s high game 
(scratch) – Dria Kuntz 214, 
Hannah Westphal 188, Gail 
Sessler 186

Women’s high game 
(hdcp) – Dria Kuntz 289, 
Hannah Westphal 270, Kim 
Smith 256

Women’s high series 
(scratch) – Gail Sessler 551, 
Dria Kuntz 544, Hannah 
Westphal 531

Women’s high series 
(hdcp) – Hannah Westphal 
777, Dria Kuntz 769, Gail 
Sessler 737

BOWLING

Dec. 14 vs. Ottawa
(varsity boys)

Mendota 3478, Ottawa 
2750

Mendota scores: Pax-
ton Bauer 189, 168, 171 
– 528; Aiden Kent Tucker 
223, 170, 245 – 638; 
Landon Bauer 245, 219, 
277 – 741; Kooper Novak 
161, 162, 192 – 515; Clay 
Buffington 177, 200, 142 
– 519; Alex Holland 176, 
200, 161 – 537
(junior varsity boys)

Mendota 1598, Ottawa 
1403

Mendota scores: BJ 
Bresley 114, 137, 117 – 
368; Nick Sheridan 181, 
153, 155 – 489; Caeleb 
Ensor 120; Trekker Klema 
127, 111 – 238; Josh Sond-
geroth 126; Wyatt Sond-
geroth 78; Landon Lee 143, 
137 – 280; Luis Nunez 71; 
Zach Giberson 91

Dec. 13 vs. Streator Woodland
Woodland 60, LaMoille 

32
Stats: Logan Dober 10 

points; Eli Keighin 8 points, 
6 rebounds, 4 assists; Tyler 
Billhorn 7 points; Ian Sund-

LaMoille H.S. boys’ basketball

berg 7 rebounds

Dec. 16 vs. Hinckley-Big Rock
Hinckley-Big Rock 57, 

LaMoille 30
Stats: Keighin 16 points; 

Billhorn 7 rebounds

Mendota
H.S. bowling

Mendota’s Grace Wasmer drives to the basket around the defense of Earlville’s Lexie 
Campbell, left, and Jessie Miller on Dec. 17 at the MHS gym. (Reporter photo)
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ACCURATE TITLE & LICENSE  
Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 6th St. • Mendota 
815-539-9311

ASSISTED & INDEPENDENT LIVING
Stonecroft Village
1700 Burlington St. 
815-538-5300
stonecroftvillage.com

AUCTIONEERS  
McConville Realty & Auctioneering
612 Main St. 
815-539-5673

AUTO BODY REPAIR 
The Fender Menders
325 N. 25th Rd., Route 251 S., Peru
815-224-1506 

Furar’s Body Shop
306 Plaza Dr.
815-539-6075 

Specialty Body & Paint
1503 W. Washington St.
815-539-7801  
Se Habla Español

ASSISTED LIVING 
Home Insted (In Home Non-Medical 
Care)
815-223-7970 
www.homeinstead.com/53b

ATTORNEY 
The Cantlin Law Firm
815-433-4712 
www.cantlinlaw.com

AUTOMOBILE DEALERS 
Mendota Ford
Rt. 251 S. 
815-539-9314  
www.mendotaford.com

Schimmer, Inc. Buick • Chevy
Rt. 251 S.
815-539-9343
www.schimmergm.com

Vaessen Bros. Chevrolet
505 N. Pennsylvania Ave., Sublette
815-849-5232
www.vaessenbrothers.com

BOOKKEEPING/TAX SERVICE  
Baker’s Computer & Office Services
4119 N. State Hwy. 251 • Mendota 
Ph. 815-538-6290 • Fax 815-538-7032  
bakerscomputerservices@frontier.com

CARPENTRY 
Jones Home Improvement
Anthony J. Jones 
815-539-6175

CARPET & FLOORING
Meyers Furniture & Carpet
1901 S. 13th Ave. 
815-539-6263

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE  
Mendota Area Chamber of Commerce
800 Washington  St. 
815-539-6507

CONTRACTORS - GENERAL   
Mauch Carpentry
705 Illinois Ave. 
815-539-7867 
License #104005528

DENTISTS  
Krenz Dental, Ltd.
Robert Krenz, D.D.S. • Jon Krenz, D.M.D.
704 Indiana Ave. • 815-538-5316

ELECTRICAL 
Triple Service 
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St.
815-539-3828
IL Lic. #055-041123

ELECTRICAL/CONTRACTING  
Carriage House Electric
105 12th St. 
815-538-5598

 
Hilliker Electric, LLC
1417 Franklin Grove
815-456-7036
Emergency Number 815-441-8207

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS  
Eureka Savings Bank
1300 13th Ave. 
815-539-5656
Member FDIC

Financial Plus Credit Union
1905 13th Ave.  
815-539-3444
Member NCUA-ESI

First Federal Savings Bank
1205 Washington St. 
815-539-6757
Member FDIC

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS  
First State Bank
706 Washington St. • Main 
1403 13th Ave. • Plaza
815-538-2265 
firststatebank.biz 
Member FDIC

FIREPLACES
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742

FLORISTS  
Floralcrest Florist & Greenhouse
1207 22nd St. 
815-539-9306

FUNERAL HOMES  
Wasmer Funeral Home
2112 W. Main St. 
815-539-8500

FURNITURE   
Meyers Furniture & Carpet
1901 S. 13th Ave. 
815-539-6263

GROCERY STORES  
Sullivan’s Foods
1102 Meriden St. 
815-539-9341

GYM  
YMCA
Route 251 South • Mendota 
815-539-9343

HARDWARE STORES  
Stephenitch Do It Best Hardware 
Rt. 251 North 
815-539-9394

HEALTH CARE CLINIC  
Davis Family Health, LLC 
1201 Meriden St.
815-538-1800

HEATING & COOLING  
CONTRACTORS  

Campbell Plumbing & Heating 
Heating • Cooling • Plumbing
1211 Chicago St. 
815-539-5083 
In Business 38 Years • IL Lic. #058-097742

Malley Plumbing & Heating
123 South Ottawa Street, Earlville
815-246-6011 
IL License #055-009898

Triple Service 
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St. 
815-539-3828  
IL Lic. #055-041123

Walter Bros. 
Plumbing-Heating-Cooling
909 Washington St. 
815-538-6516 
 IL Lic. #058-102682

INSURANCE  
First State Insurance
715 Washington St. • 815-539-5651

Kurt Bruno State Farm
1103 Main St. • 815-539-3878

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 Sixth St. • 815-539-9311

KITCHEN & BATH
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742

Someone’s In the Kitchen
1619 N. Main St. • Princeton
815-879-0604
www.somekitchen.com

LIBRARY
Graves-Hume Public Library
1401 W. Main St.
815-538-5142
www.graveshume.org

MATTRESSES  
Meyers Furniture & Carpet
1901 S. 13th Ave. 
815-539-6263

OFFICE SUPPLY  
Pohl’s Office Supply & Equipment
809 Washington St. 
815-538-5741

OPTOMETRIST  
Dr. Tara Van de Wyngaerde
700 14th Ave.
815-539-6291

PET GROOMING  
Dirty Dawgs
918 Main St., Ste 2 
815-538-2550

 
 
PLUMBING CONTRACTORS   

PLUMBING CONTRACTORS 
Campbell Plumbing & Heating 
Heating • Cooling • Plumbing
1211 Chicago St. 
815-539-5083 
In Business 38 Years • IL Lic. #058-097742

Malley Plumbing & Heating
123 South Ottawa Street, Earlville
815-246-6011 
IL License #055-009898

Triple Service  
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, 
Electric
801 Monroe St.
815-539-3828
IL Lic. #055-041123

Walter Bros.  
Plumbing-Heating-Cooling
909 Washington St. 
815-538-6516 
IL Lic. #058-102682

POST FRAME BUILDERS  
N.L. Morton Buildings, Ltd.
203 N. 4099th Road
815-539-9325
New construction & repair

REALTORS  
Erbes Realty, LLC
1922 Tower Road • Sublette
815-535-6295 • Lorierbes@gmail.com

Homestead Realty
1316 Lakewood Plaza, #5 
815-539-3811

McConville Realty & 
Auctioneering
612 Main St. 
815-539-5673

Town & Country Realty
607 Sixth St. 
(815) 539-6635

RESTAURANTS  
Cindy’s on 34
1300 Raymond Drive 
815-539-9000

Main St. Station Bar & Grill
714 Main St. 
815-539-7011
www.mainstreetstationbar-grill.com

McDonald’s in Mendota
2 locations
Stop in and see us today!!
NOW HIRING - EOE- Locally Owned and 
Operated by Paul and Mary Breznay

SEAMLESS ROOFING   
DuroLast Roofing
705 Illinois Ave. 
815-539-5142 
License #104005528

SPORTING GOODS/CLOTHING  
Sports-N-Stuff
804 Washington St. 
815-539-6354

TAX PREPARATION  
H&R Block
1313 Meriden St. 
815-539-7610
hrblock.com

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 Sixth St. 
815-539-9311

THRIFT STORES  
Nightengales Thrift Shop
708 Jefferson St. • 815-539-6100
Supports Trinity Health Care Clinic  • 815-910-0200

TRANSPORTATION
Mendota Area Senior Services 
1901 Tom Merwin Drive
815-539-7700
mendotaseniors1978@yahoo.com

TOWING  
Gibson Towing
230 E. Lincoln Ave., Leland
815-651-9436

TOWING  
Ramer Automotive & Towing
Paul, Matt & Brendan Ramer
4266 E. 4th Road  
815-539-5321

ETERINARIANS  

VETERINARIANS
Ancare Veterinary Clinic
Stephen J. Dullard, DVM ABVP
1205 Sixth Ave. 
815-539-3844
www.ancarevet.com

 
Mendota Companion Animal Centre
Cathy J. Wolf, DVM
Rt. 251 N. 
815-539-6601
www.mendotavet.com

WINDOWS & DECKING
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742

800 Washington Street
815-539-7459

www.mendota.il.us

City of 
Mendota

715 
Washington Street

815-539-5651

706 Washington St. and 
1304 13th Ave., Mendota

815.538.2265

Free cheeseburger when you 
purchase a cheeseburger!

One coupon per customer per visit. Not valid with any other 
offer. Only redeemable at McDonald’s in Mendota.

Now Hiring. EOE

2 locations 
Mendota 

*Locally owned and operated 
by Paul & Mary Breznay

Expires 11/30/2022
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ENTERTAINMENT

Bring In A Photo With A
Poem, Verse Or Message–or

just a verse or message
(No extra charge for photo)

You can run any size ad $650 
per column inch for Reporter 

OR Money Saver
$850 per column inch in BOTH

(See examples)
Call 815-539-9396 for 

more information

Happy 21st 
Birthday 
Michelle!

We love you!
Mom, Dad, 

Billie & Susie

CONGRATULATIONS!
on passing your State Exams

Carol Ann Smith, RN
Love, Joey

FUN 
ADS!

Put A Little Fun 
In Someone’s Life!

2 Column x 2”
$26 in Reporter
Or Money Saver

$34 To 
Run In Both

1 Column x 4”
$26 in Reporter Or  

Money Saver
$34 To Run In Both

Celebrity Extra
By Dana Jackson

Q: What is Kit Harington 
doing now that “Game of 
Thrones” is over? I also 
thought he 
was hilar-
ious in the 
Andy Sam-
berg film 
where he 
p l ayed  a 
tennis pro. 
Will he do 
any more comedies like that? 
-- E.E.

A: Back in 2018, when 
asked if he would want to 
continue playing the character 
of Jon Snow after 10 years 
on “Game of Thrones,” Kit 
Harington answered, “Not 
on your life.” Apparently, 
since then, he’s had some 
time to reflect and approached 
“Thrones” creator George 
R.R. Martin with an idea for a 
sequel, and “Snow” was born.

Whenever it comes to 
fruition, “Snow” (the working 
title) is sure to be a hit. The 
“Thrones” prequel series 
“House of the Dragon” pre-
miered on HBO in August 
and has averaged 29 million 
viewers per episode. Accord-
ing to EW.com, other spin-offs 
awaiting the green light in-
clude “’Ten Thousand Ships,’ 
about Princess Nymeria of the 
Rhoynar, and ‘The Sea Snake,’ 
about a young Corlys Velary-

Harrington

on,” among others.
I don’t see any comedy 

films or shows in his list of 
upcoming projects, but one 
standout is “Mary’s Mon-
ster,” which is about author 
Mary Shelley and the writ-
ing behind her masterpiece 
“Frankenstein.” Harington 
will play the monster.

***
Q: Did they ever decide 

who the next James Bond 
will be, since Daniel Craig’s 
portrayal has concluded? The 
last I heard, Idris Elba was a 
possibility. -- F.T.

A: According to an arti-
cle on TimeOut.com, “No 
Time to Die” producers 
Barbara Broccoli and Mi-
chael G. Wilson said it will 
be another two years before 
filming could even begin on 
another Bond film. This rules 
out 50-year-old Idris Elba 
(“Beast”), because they’re 
looking for an actor who will 
inhabit the role for the next 
decade. Even Elba has taken 
himself out of the running, 
according to what he told 
the Wall Street Journal in an 
interview earlier this year: “I 
look forward to whoever gets 
it. When I look in the mirror, 
I don’t see James Bond.”

Other actors rumored to 
be the next pick include Tom 
Hardy (“Venom”), Regé-
Jean Page (“Bridgerton”) and 

Henry Golding (“Crazy Rich 
Asians”). However, the latest 
buzz surrounds 32-year-old 
British actor Aaron Tay-
lor-Johnson (“Bullet Train”). 
He first made headlines for 
romancing his future wife, 
director Sam Taylor-Wood, 
who is 23 years his senior.

The couple eventually 
wed and have two children 
together, and Taylor-Johnson 
has gone on to establish an 
impressive acting career be-
yond gossip headlines.

***
Q:  Is the new “Perry 

Mason” series returning to 
HBO anytime soon? I really 
enjoyed it. Matthew Rhys is 
always fabulous. -- L.B.

A: It’s been two and a 
half years since season one 
of “Perry Mason” concluded, 
leaving fans wondering if it 
had been canceled. Matthew 
Rhys, who plays the title char-
acter, will once again don his 
fedora beginning March 6 on 
HBO and HBO Max.

A new mystery is centered 
around the murder of a “scion 
of a powerful oil family.” 
Rhys gained a large follow-
ing with his Emmy-winning 
role, Philip Jennings, on “The 
Americans” from 2013 to 
2018. He was also recognized 
with a Best Actor Emmy nom-
ination during his first season 
of “Perry Mason.”

Strange
But True

• Trivia Test •
1. TELEVISION: What is the 

primary setting of the Netflix series 
“Bridgerton”?

2. GEOGRAPHY: Where is 
the Republic of Maldives located?

3. LITERATURE: What is the 
subject of Walt Whitman’s poem 
“O Captain! My Captain!”?

4. LANGUAGE: What is the 
third letter of the Greek alphabet?

5. HISTORY: When was the 
last time the Liberty Bell rang in 
Philadelphia?

6. MOVIES: What was Henry 
Fonda’s jury number in “12 Angry 
Men”?

7. MATH: What is a hepta-
hedron?

8. BUSINESS: In what year did 
McDonald’s introduce the Big Mac 
to all of its customers?

9. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Which 
president tried to ban Christmas 
trees from the White House?

10. ANIMAL KINGDOM: 
What do bees collect from flowers 
and use to make honey?

Answers
1. London, England.
2. Indian Ocean.
3. The death of President Abra-

ham Lincoln.
4. Gamma.
5. 1846.
6. Juror No. 8.
7. A polyhedron with seven 

faces.
8. 1968.
9. Theodore Roosevelt.
10. Nectar.
(c) 2022 King Features Synd., 

Inc.

By Lucie Winborne  
* When Ivan the Terrible’s 

young son Dmitry died, a 
bell was rung to mark the 
occasion. The bell was later 
lashed, tried for treason, 
found guilty and exiled to 
Siberia. Why? Local legend 
had it that the bell rang of 
its own accord, which was 
considered an evil omen.

* Each team must provide 
the referee with 24 footballs 
for each NFL game.

* A neuroscientist suf-
fered a series of strokes that 
left him with an irresistible 
urge to rhyme and rap. He 
made the most of this un-
usual side effect by going on 
to pursue freestyle rap and 
improvisation as a hobby.

* Almost every New York 
City alley scene in the movies 
is shot at the same location.

* Nigel Richards won 
a French Scrabble World 
Championship without actu-
ally knowing how to speak 
the language. He just mem-
orized words from a French 
dictionary. 

* We hate to disillusion 
you, but pumpkin spice and 
pumpkin pie spice contain no 
pumpkin whatsoever.

* There is an asteroid 
named after Kurt Vonnegut.

* The world’s oldest 
known rose bush, which 
grows up the side of 
Hildesheim Cathedral in 
Germany, was planted more 
than 1,000 years ago and 
even survived a World War 
II bombing.

* In some cities, road 
crews use pickle juice or 
beet juice to combat winter’s 
icy streets.

* Got a mouse problem 
at your house? Your grocery 
store might provide a quick 
and easy answer in the form 
of bananas. Male mice are 
scared of their scent -- es-
pecially virgin male mice.

* American radio broad-
caster Art Bell stayed on air 
for a world-record-setting 
116 hours and 15 minutes as 
part of a fundraiser to bring 
130 Vietnamese orphans to 
the U.S. for adoption.

(c) 2022 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Hollywood
By Tony Rizzo

HOLLYWOOD -- Jessica 
Lange has played some of the 
greatest roles in classic liter-
ature, such 
as Maggie 
i n  “ C a t 
on a Hot 
Tin Roof” 
( 1 9 8 4 ) , 
B l a n c h e 
DuBois in 
“A Streetcar 
Named Desire” (multiple 
productions on stage and 
screen), Joan Crawford in 
“Feud: Bette and Joan” 
(2017), Cora in “The Post-
man Always Rings Twice” 
(1981), and Patsy Cline in 
“Sweet Dreams” (1985). 
Now, she’ll add Mary Tyrone 
to the list, in Eugene O’Neill’s 
1956 Pulitzer-Prize-winning 
play “Long Day’s Journey 
Into Night,” set in 1912 
Connecticut.

Katharine Hepburn re-
ceived an Oscar nomination 
for the 1962 film version, 
co-starring Sir Ralph Rich-
ardson, Jason Robards and 
Dean Stockwell. In 1982, a 
made-for-TV movie featured 
an all-Black cast, starring 
Ruby Dee. In 1987, Kevin 
Spacey, Jack Lemmon, Peter 
Gallagher and Bethel Leslie 

Lange

(as Mary Tyrone) were in 
another made-for-TV film.

Lange has already won 
a Tony Award for the 2016 
Broadway production, 
co-starring Gabriel Byrne 
and Michael Shannon. She’s 
currently represented on 
big screens in “Marlowe,” 
opposite Liam Neeson and 
Alan Cumming (releasing 
Feb. 2023). Filming of “Long 
Day’s Journey” was recently 
completed in County Wick-
low, Ireland, doubling as 
Connecticut. It’s not due until 
Feb. 20, so she’ll be the one to 
beat at the Oscars next year.

***
Luke Macfarlane gambled 

when he quit making Hall-
mark movies to star in the first 
gay rom-com from a major 
studio, “Bros,” which, despite 
good reviews, recouped only 
$14 million of its $40 million 
investment. His last Hallmark 
film, “A Magical Christmas 
Village,” also starred “That 
Girl” Marlo Thomas.

Luckily, before “Bros” 
opened, he portrayed a 
bouncer in the impending 
big-screen film “Lone Star 
Bull,” as well as starred 
in AppleTV+’s upcoming 
10-episode comedy series 
“Platonic,” with Rose Byrne 

and Seth Rogen.
In 2018, Macfarlane be-

came an American citizen, 
so he’s definitely here to 
stay. That was also the year 
he was rumored to have split 
from his longtime boyfriend, 
“Prison Break” star Went-
worth Miller, but that rumor 
may have been just to take the 
heat off their personal lives 
for a while.

After 22 Hallmark mov-
ies, you’d think he’d know 
how to find a happy ending!

***
Austin Butler’s not waiting 

for an Oscar nomination to 
bolster his career. Right after 
“Once Upon a Time in Holly-
wood,” he hit Broadway with 
Denzel Washington in Eu-
gene O’Neill’s “The Iceman 
Cometh” and then immersed 
himself for two years in ev-
erything Elvis Presley for Baz 
Luhrmann’s “Elvis.”

Right after the press tour 
for “Elvis,” Butler took on 
“Dune: Part Two.” He then 
jumped right into “The Biker-
iders,” with Tom Hardy and 
“Killing Eve” star Jodie Com-
er, and started filming the Ap-
pleTV+ American war-drama 
miniseries “Masters of the 
Air,” with “Fantastic Beasts” 
star Callum Turner.

Couch Theater
“Glass Onion: A Knives 

Out Mystery” (PG-13) -- 
The success garnered by 
the 2019 mystery “Knives 
Out” led Netflix to acquire 
two standalone sequels, the 
first of which releases on the 
streaming platform on Dec. 
23. Daniel Craig reprises his 
role as detective Benoit Blanc 
in “Glass Onion,” as Blanc 
is mysteriously requested to 
visit billionaire Miles Bron’s 
(Edward Norton) Greek es-
tate. Miles, who is hosting a 
group of his friends, conducts 
a murder mystery party, but 
Blanc shortly discovers an 
actual dead body and dives into 
a full-fledged investigation. 
Some other faces you might 
recognize in the film are Janelle 
Monae, Kathyrn Hahn, Leslie 
Odom Jr., Dave Bautista and 
Kate Hudson. (Netflix)

“Top Gun: Maverick” 
(PG-13) -- The sequel to 
“Top Gun” (1986) will soon 
be released on Paramount’s 
streaming service for those 
who haven’t yet seen the 
highest-grossing film of 2022 
(or for those who just like 
to enjoy the nostalgia). Re-

leasing Dec. 22, “Maverick” 
stars the one and only Tom 
Cruise, along with Miles 
Teller, Jennifer Connelly 
and Val Kilmer. Cruise plays 
Pete “Maverick” Mitchell 
training the latest Top Gun 
graduates on an elite mis-
sion. The extensive and 
impressive action sequences 
in this film no doubt played 
a part in its great reception 
across the U.S. ... Plus, Miles 
Teller’s mustache? 10/10. 
(Paramount+)

“The Best Man: The Final 
Chapters” (NR) -- The 1999 
film “The Best Man,” star-
ring Morris Chestnut, Taye 
Diggs and Nia Long, is one 
of my favorite ‘90s films. 
A splash of comedy here, 
a splash of romantic drama 
there, and a final dancing 
scene of everyone doing the 
electric slide -- what more 
can you ask for? A Christ-
mas sequel to the film was 
released in 2013, but fans 
like me who’ve grown to 
love these flawed, relatable 
characters wanted more! 
So, Peacock is set to release 
an eight-episode miniseries 

Dec. 22 based on the fran-
chise. The characters, who 
are now in their middle-age 
stages of life, tackle new 
challenges as professionals, 
husbands, wives and parents 
-- and, ultimately, friends. 
(Peacock)

“Mack & Rita” (PG-13) 
-- If you ever wondered what 
the opposite of a movie like 
“17 Again” would look like, 
look no further than this new 
comedy starring Diane Kea-
ton and Elizabeth Lail. Mack 
Martin (Lail) always grew up 
feeling as if she was an older 
woman trapped in a young 
woman’s body, a feeling 
that gets accentuated when 
she goes to Palm Springs for 
her best friend’s bachelorette 
party. On a whim, Mack 
decides to try a past life re-
gression and wakes up as the 
70-year-old version of her-
self (portrayed by Keaton). 
At first frightened in her new 
body, Mack realizes she feels 
much more at home at this 
age, even renaming herself 
“Rita,” and connects with 
her true, inner self like never 
before. Out Dec. 23. (Hulu)

Brought to you each week by
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BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

SENIOR LIVING

Senior Living Redefined
1700 Burlington St.

Mendota, IL

815-538-5300

CARPENTRY

• New Homes
• Remodeling
• Kitchens
• Baths
• Additions
• Garages
• Drywall
• Ceramic Tile

(815) 539-7867 Dial “KEY-STOP”
License #104005528

REAL ESTATE

LLC

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI
Managing Broker

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI

Designated Managing Broker

MOVERS

Meyers will 
move for you!
Quick, clean, courteous 

and careful...
Give us a call to move your 

household!

HWY 251 S. • MENDOTA 
 815-539-6263

INSURANCE COMPANY

Mendota’s ONLY insurance company! 
www.MendotaMutual.com

POST FRAME BUILDINGS

N L Morton Buildings, Ltd.
Mendota, IL 61342

Jim Stremlau
Commercial- Ag- Residential
New Construction & Repair

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

1300 13th Ave. • Mendota, IL 61342
(815) 539-5656 • www.eurekasavings.com

For all your home
loan needs, see
Jesse Arellano
NMLS #1815886

INSURANCE

Mendota • Earlville
815-539-5651

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

Chris Holdenrid
VP, Mortgage Lending

NMLS#461073

Cory Biers
Sr. Vice President

NMLS#477892

706 Washington St. and 1403 13th Ave., Mendota 
815.539.3834

firststatebank.biz

LEAKPROOF ROOFING

GUARANTEED LEAKPROOF ROOFING

Industrial • Commercial • Residential
For low pitched flat roofs
Featuring Duro-Last®

705 Illinois Ave. • 815-539-5142
License #104005528

www.northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com

GROCERY STORE

Open 6am-10pm • 7 days a week

AUTO REPAIR

COMPLETE 
AUTO REPAIR 

SPECIALIZING IN: 
Auto Transmission & 
Computer Diagnostics

307 Plaza Dr. • 815-538-2412

PLUMBING • HEATING • COOLING • ELECTRIC

IL Lic. #055-041123

PLUMBING HEATING COOLING ELECTRIC
INDOOR AIR QUALITY WATER CONDITIONING

DUCT CLEANING + SEALING
24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICES

TRIPLESERVICEINC.COM 815-539-3828
SM-LA1817740

Gabe and Michelle Wade
3rd Generation owners

LANDSCAPING

Garden Center & Custom 
Landscape Design

417 US-34 • Mendota (815)538-4800

Mon-Sat 9-4  
Closed Sunday

Garden Center & Custom 
Landscape Design

417 US-34 • Mendota 
(815)538-4800

 

By Appointment 
Only

AUTO SALES

JP
Carole Eich

Sales & Leasing Consultant

JP Chevrolet
Nissan - Mercedes-Benz

3675 Frontage Rd.
Peru, IL 61354

815-223-7000 • Fax: 815-224-4288 • www.jpchevy.com

BANKING • LOANS • MORTGAGES

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR

205 W. Main St. | Sublette, IL | 815-849-5225
mainstreetrepair16@yahoo.com

SALES & SERVICE | SNOWBLOWER REPAIR

815-884-9040
Earlville, Illinois

Authorized Generac 
Dealer and Services

ELECTRIC

• Agricultural
• Commercial
• Residential

Greg Mathesius

FUNERAL HOME

2112 W. Main St.
Mendota

815-539-8500

TRANSPORTATION

1901 Tom Merwin Drive, Mendota, IL
815-539-7700 • mendotaseniors1978@yahoo.com

Mendota 
Area Senior 

Services
Programs & Services:

• Transportation Services
• Caregiver Support & Services
• Options Counseling
• Lending Closet
• Senior Health Insurance 

Program

• Educational Opportunities 
(Computer Lab & Resource 
Center)

• Advocacy
• Information & Assistance
• Congregate Meal Site
• Senior Center

TREE SERVICE

AUTO DETAILING

HC Detailing
HAND WASH • FULL DETAIL 

CERAMIC COATING

Mon-Fri: 8:30am-5:30pm • Sat: 9am - 2pm

1204 6th Ave. Rt. 34 • Mendota, IL

(815) 252-9518 • (815) 539-9575

INSURANCE

Heiting Insurance Agency
Serving the Mendota &

surrounding area for 25+ years!

Auto/Home/Business/Farm

Dick Heiting • Suzanne Heiting

1409 E.
Main

Mendota(815)539-9265

HOME SERVICES

Quality First Inspections, LLC
QFINOW.COM

Mark F Stelmack
Owner/Licensed Home Inspector

Mark.Stelmack@qfinow.com

Facebook - Quality First Inspections
Instagram - Quality First InspectionsPhone

815-503-1696

MOVING

815-993-8673
Junk Removal

Estate Cleanouts
Furniture & Appliance Removal

Garage & Basement Cleanout
Light Demolition

& More

HighsmithHaulAway.com

FREE ESTIMATES!

MENTION THIS AD AND GET 10% OFF!

HEATING/COOLING • PLUMBING PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

Kirch Property Management and Sales currently 
has 1, 2, 3 BEDROOM and studio units  

available for rent in MENDOTA. 
Units also available in SHABBONA, PLANO, 

SANDWICH and OTTAWA.   
Please check out our available rentals and 

applications online at kirchpropertymanagement.
com or call our office at 630-897-5800.
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LOCAL AND AREA

The 2023 From The Heart Cash Calendars 
are NOW AVAILABLE!!

The proceeds of the sale of the  calendars 
benefit our From The Heart recipients: 

Pegasus Special Riders, Rochelle Christian 
Food Pantry, HOPE, Focus House, Shining Star 

Children’s Advocacy 
Center, CASA, Rochelle Area 

Community Foundation, Hub City 
Senior Center & Rochelle Rotary.

OUR CHARITIES 
NEED OUR 
SUPPORT 

NOW MORE 
THAN EVER!

YES! Send me my 2023 From The Heart Cash Calendar!  
(Please Print) 

    NAME: ______________________________________________ 
   ADDRESS: ___________________________________________
   CITY, STATE, ZIP:  ____________________________________
   PHONE:  _____________________________________________
   NUMBER OF CALENDARS: _________________________
 Clip and mail this form along with $23 

($20 per calendar plus $3 per calendar postage) to: 
 Rotary Calendar, PO BOX 372, Rochelle, IL 61068

For Just $20 you have a chance to be one of
365 DAILY WINNERS TOTAL CASH PRIZES $18,250

PLUS Each Calendar Has VALUABLE LOCAL COUPONS

Here are 3 Ways to Purchase Your 
2023 From The Heart Cash Calendar!

• ONLINE: Go to http://fromtheheartrochelle.org and click on 
CASH CALENDARS. Once the calendar is purchased we will mail it out to 
you! Shipping and processing fees will be added to cost.

• IN PERSON: You can pick up a 2023 From The Heart Cash 
Calendar TODAY at the following locations:
     In Rochelle at: First State Bank, Stillman Bank, HOPE Chest, 
Dimond Bros. Insurance and Hub City Senior Center 
     In Oregon at: Merlin’s 
     In Dixon at: Shining Star 
    
• BY MAIL: Fill out the form below and send it in to us and we will mail a 
2023 From The Heart Cash Calendar to you! 
Shipping fees are added to cost.

The Mendota Reporter and Mendota Money Saver will 
have early deadlines due to Christmas and New Year.

The Mendota Reporter and Mendota Money Saver will 
have early deadlines due to Christmas and New Year.

For the Dec. 26th edition of the Money Saver, the ad-
vertising deadline is Wednesday, Dec. 21 at 4 p.m.

For the Dec. 28th edition of the Reporter, the advertis-
ing and editorial deadline is Thursday, Dec. 22 at 3 p.m.

For the Jan. 2th edition of the Money Saver, the adver-
tising deadline is Wednesday, Dec. 28 at noon.

For the Jan. 4th edition of the Reporter, the advertising 
and editorial deadline is Wednesday, Dec. 28 at noon.

The Mendota Reporter will be closed on Monday, Dec. 
26, and reopen at 8 a.m., on Tuesday, Dec. 27, in obser-
vance of Christmas.

The Mendota Reporter will be closed on Monday, Jan. 
2, and reopen at 8 a.m., on Tuesday, Jan. 3, in obser-
vance of New Year.

12142022

Fully Guided Tours Since 1952

9 Day Tour. 
Includes All Meals,  
All Hotels, and All Activities.

Hike in jungle rainforests, view 
volcanoes, soak in hot springs, cruise 
biological reserves and relax on tropical 
ocean beaches. Join the smart shoppers 
and experienced travelers.

1-800-CARAVAN 
Caravan.com

Costa Rica 
$995

Choose a Guided Tour + tax, fees
Costa Rica 9 days $995
Panama 8 days $995
Guatemala 8 days $995
Mexico 
- Ancient Civ. 9 days $995
- Copper Canyon 8 days $1295
“ Brilliant,  
 Affordable Pricing ” 
 Arthur Frommer,  
 Travel Editor

Your Advertising Message
Can Reach The

ENTIRE STATE OF ILLINOIS
For A Surprisingly Low Cost!

Call Us Today For Details
539-9396

I think one of the great-
est lies we can believe is, 
“It’s too late!” At some 
point in our lives, we all 
feel like we’ve missed 
our chance or messed up 
an important opportunity. 
We can even be tempted 
to believe that we’ve dis-
qualified ourselves from 
having a great future...
that our best days are 
behind us.

If this is you—if you 
feel like you’ve missed 
your chance or like your 
opportunity to have a great 
life has passed you by—I 
want you to know some-
thing today: With God 
on your side, it’s never 
too late. 

While God Himself 
never changes, He is a God 
of change—He is always 

It’s never too late!
doing a new thing and 
working behind the scenes 
in our lives to bring about 
new beginnings. Where 
we see failure, God sees 
potential for something 
new. The minute we stum-
ble and come apart, God 
is already planning our 
comeback. When we mess 
up “Plan A,” we don’t 
have to worry—God has 
a “Plan B”!

I love Isaiah 43:19 
(AMP). In this verse, God 
says, “Listen carefully, I 
am about to do a new thing, 
now it will spring forth; 
will you not be aware of 
it? I will even put a road 
in the wilderness, rivers in 
the desert.”

Take a moment to really 
let those words sink in 
and think about this: If it 

really wasn’t “too late,” 
what are some things you 
would do? Would you go 
back to school to earn your 
degree? Would you rec-
oncile with an old friend 
or attempt to make up for 
past mistakes? Would you 
follow your passion in 
life—something you’re 
naturally gifted at doing—
and try to fulfill your goals 
and dreams? 

Whatever it may be, 
God wants you to know 
that it’s never too late to 
begin again and have a 
great life. He is on your 
side and, if need be, He 
can even “put a road in 
the wilderness, rivers in 
the desert.” 

Determination 
Is a Must

One of the greatest 

things we can do to co-
operate with God’s plan 
for our lives is stay deter-
mined. I’ve learned that 
when you feel discour-
aged, when others doubt 
or criticize you, and when 
your dreams seem like 
they’re just never going 
to happen, that’s when 
you need to keep moving 
forward.

I’ll never forget, many 
years ago, when I first 
started talking about the 
call of God on my life. 
Some of my friends felt 
that I must be mistaken, 
and they actually told me, 
“Joyce, we really don’t 
think you have the right 
kind of personality to do 
this kind of ministry.” 
It was not very encour-
aging!

But I knew what God 
had spoken to my heart, 
and I knew that I had a gift 
and a passion to teach His 
Word. So I kept moving 
forward. As a result, I 
lost some friends and was 
eventually asked to leave 
my church. Even some 
of my family members 
turned their backs on me. 

Sure, it was difficult in 
the moment, but I cringe 
to think where I would 
be now if I had given up 
when I felt that rejection. I 
know I certainly wouldn’t 
be fulfilling God’s call on 
my life now...and I would 
be miserable because I 

wouldn’t be following my 
passion.

I can distinctly remem-
ber a particular season 
during those early years 
when the Lord continued 
to encourage me not to 
quit. There was one Scrip-
ture in particular that He 
kept putting in front of me, 
and it continues to speak 
to me today:

“Let us not become 
weary in doing good, for 
at the proper time we will 
reap a harvest if we do 
not give up” (Galatians 
6:9 NIV).

Our enemy, Satan, 
wants us to quit and give 
up. The Bible says he is the 
“father of lies” (see John 
8:44). He continually lies 
to us and tells us things 
like, “Who do you think 
you are? That’s never 
going to happen! Do you 
really believe that God 
spoke to you? Do you real-
ly think you can do that?”

I believe we’re actually 
most tempted to quit when 
our breakthrough is right 
around the corner. But if 
we’ll just keep moving 
forward—if we’ll remain 
steadfast and refuse to 
give up—we will reach 
our goal and walk in God’s 
promises.    

I’m not sure where you 
are today. I don’t know 
what disappointments or 
setbacks you’ve endured. 
But I do know this: It’s 

not over. God loves you, 
He sees you, and He has 
a plan to help you begin 
again. Because with God, 
it’s never too late. He’s 
the God of fresh starts, 
do-overs, new beginnings, 
and great finishes. 

And with God on your 
side, it’s never too late!

***
For more on this topic, 

order Joyce’s four-teach-
ing resource It’s Never 
Too Late. You can also 
contact us to receive our 
free magazine, Enjoying 
Everyday Life, by calling 
(800) 727-9673 or visiting 
www.joycemeyer.org. 

Joyce Meyer is a New 
York Times bestselling au-
thor and founder of Joyce 
Meyer Ministries, Inc. 
She has authored more 
than 140 books, including 
BATTLEFIELD OF THE 
MIND and LOVING 
PEOPLE WHO ARE 
HARD TO LOVE (Faith-
Words). She hosts the 
Enjoying Everyday Life 
radio and TV programs, 
which air on hundreds of 
stations worldwide. For 
more information, visit 
www.joycemeyer.org.

Please note: The views 
and opinions expressed 
throughout this publica-
tion and/or website are 
those of the respective 
authors and do not nec-
essarily reflect those of 
Joyce Meyer Ministries.
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The Merchants 
on this page urge 

you to attend a 
house of worship 

this week.

EUREKA SAVINGS BANK
1300 13th Ave., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5656

FIRST STATE BANK
706 Washington St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 538-2265

MENDOTA MONUMENT CO.
606 Main St, Mendota, Ill. 

Phone (815) 539-7276

MERRITT FUNERAL HOME
800 Monroe St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-7211

SPORTS-N-STUFF, INC.
804 Washington, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-6354

STEPHENITCH  DO IT BEST HARDWARE 
1204 13th Ave., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-9394

TRIPLE SERVICE, INC.
801 Monroe, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-3828

WASMER FUNERAL HOME
2112 W. Main St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-8500

ZIGGIE’S RESTAURANT
Rte. 34 East, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5060

MENDOTA
 ROMAN CATHOLIC MASS

Rev. Peter A. Pilon,  Pastor
Ray Fischer,  Jose Lopez,  

and Hector Diaz,  Deacons

HOLY CROSS, MENDOTA
Weekday Mass 
Weekend Mass 

Confession 

STS. PETER AND PAUL, 
PETERSTOWN

Weekend Mass  
Confession 

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST  CHURCH

100 E. Sixth St.
(815) 538-5587

Rev. Mary Bohall, Pastor
SUNDAY SCHEDULE:

9 a.m. Sunday School & Fellowship
9:30 a.m. Worship  

In-person & on Facebook at: 
Mendota First United

Methodist Church  

Dec. 24 - 4 p.m. & 10 p.m. Christmas 
Eve candlelight service

Dec. 25 - 9 a.m. Sunday School; 
9:30 a.m. Worship

Dec. 26 - Newsletter deadline
Dec. 28 - 10 a.m. Pastor Mary leads 

Stonecroft worship

ZION UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

 808 Jefferson St. 

Pastor Jeff Brace
jbrace8459@gmail.com

Church office  (815) 538-2186
    

Facebook: Mendota Zion United 
Methodist Church      

 SUNDAY SCHEDULE:
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.

 Sunday School for Preschool - 6th grade 
in fellowship hall during worship service

(Parking lot worship available on 90.9 FM 
during Sunday services) 

TUESDAY - Prayer group 6 p.m.
FRIDAY - Youth group 6 p.m.

UNITED PENTECOSTAL 
CHURCH

Route 251 North         
(815) 539-6861

Rev. Charles Yeakel, Pastor
E-mail: mendotaupc@yahoo.com

www.mendotaupc.org
 SUNDAY: Christian Education 

Sunday Worship

WEDNESDAY

VICTORY  BAPTIST  
CHURCH

“Faithful & Effective”
505 W. 7th Ave. 
(815) 539-9081

 Pastor Steve Breedlove
SUNDAY

Sunday school  
Worship 

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Service

NEW COVENANT 
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Rt. 251 at Lake Mendota  

P.O. Box  54
Phone  (815) 539-7107 (church)   

 (815) 871-5702 (pastor)

Larry Sheaves, Pastor
www.newcovenantmendota.org

www.facebook.com/NCAOG

“Preaching the blood, book and 
blessed hope.”
Sunday School

Worship 

MENDOTA BIBLE 
CHURCH

Rt. 251,  1/2 mile south of 
Mendota 

(815) 538-6876

Brian Kelly, Pastor
www.mendotabiblechurch.org

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
Sunday School  

Worship  
Evening Service  

 
ST.  JOHN’S  LUTHERAN  

CHURCH
607 Tenth Ave. 
(815) 539-5626

Rev. Ken Gibson, Pastor
E-mail: office@stjohnsmendota.org 

Website: 
www.stjohnsmendota.org

Schedule:
9 a.m. Sunday Worship in person 

and online via Facebook and Zoom
Find us on Facebook

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH
1003 5th St.

(815) 538-5603

Website: fpcmendota.com
Accessible      

Sunday Worship 10 a.m. 

Dec. 22 - 6:30 p.m. Webelos
Dec. 23 - Newsletter deadline

Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve
Dec. 25 - 10 a.m. Worship; 11 a.m. 

Fellowship
 

 
Facebook page 

www.facebook.com/fpcmendota 
Wednesday Evening Gathering:

Live Zoom at 7 p.m. 
https://us02web.zoom.

us/j/86402369150
To call in for audio only, dial 
(312) 626-6799 - use meeting 

ID: 864 0236 9150 
No passwords required; links & 
phone numbers stay the same.

CHRIST’S CHURCH
“He is the Head of the Body, the 
Church . . . That in everything He 

might have the supremacy.” Col. 1:18

1107 Main St. 
(815) 993-2462

          

Dave Manion      Jim McDowell
Wayne Shuman

Please join us for . . .  
Sunday Bible Study (all ages) 9:30 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Church Builders 12:30 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer 6 p.m.
Men’s Ministry

Ladies & Mens Bible Study 
Thursday 6 p.m. 

Non-denominational
Please call for more information

Dec. 23 - Free Movie Night, 6 p.m.

COMPTON
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH
398 Church Road, Compton   

Pastor Jeffrey Schlesinger
(815) 539-6567       

Wheelchair accessible    

Website: www.ilccompton.org
E-mail: immanuellutheran 

compton@live.com 
“Living in God’s Grace as a 

Neighbor to the World”

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE  
8:30 a.m. Worship at Immanuel

(Sunday School begins Dec. 4, 9:30)
10:30 a.m. Worship at First

Dec. 24 - 7 p.m. Christmas Eve service 
at Immanuel; 9 p.m. Christmas Eve service 

at First, Lee
Dec. 25 - 10 a.m. Christmas Day service 

at Immanuel
Online “devotional service” videos continue 

every Sunday at 
facebook.com/ilccompton and 

YouTube. Check our website and Facebook 
page for more information.

ZION EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

LaMoille (Clarion)
4 miles west of Mendota on Rt. 34     

Pastor Ian Griffith
(815) 539-7820

Sunday  Worship 9 a.m.
Sunday  School 10:15 a.m.

Accessible

COMMUNITY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

La Moille           
(815) 638-2348

Pastor David Jungnickel
E-mail: lamoillecumc@gmail.com 

  
SUNDAY WORSHIP 
SUNDAY SCHOOL   

Nursery available

TROY GROVE
FAITH BIBLE 
FELLOWSHIP
208 W. South St.,  

Troy Grove 
Pastor Brian Hamiel  

Website:  www.faithbiblefellowship.info
E-mail:  fbfchurch20817@gmail.com 

“At Faith Bible Fellowship, we exist 
to glorify God through the equipping 
of His saints, teaching of His Word 

and raising of His name.
We would love to have you join us 

to worship and learn about 
our risen Savior.”

SUNDAY SCHOOL - 9 a.m. 
SUNDAY SERVICE - 10 a.m.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT - 6:30 p.m. 

LA MOILLE

(c) 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.

BIBLE TRIVIA  by Wilson Casey

NOTE: Please contact your 
individual church regarding 
online services or for other 
church-related information.

If I Can
By William Arthur Ward

If I can write one verse of truth today
Or give my fellow man a song to sing;
If I can push one needless cloud away

And help men live as children 
of the King:

If I can lend someone a helping hand
Or warm a place where friendship 

needs to be;
If I can build a bridge where 

fences stand
And light a lamp that other men 

might see;
If I can open doors of hope this day

By letting someone know that 
others care;

If I can speak in words that seem
 to say:

I know the heavy burdens that 
you bear.

If I can guide a pilgrim on his way
Or pause to bid him stay for food 

and rest;
If I can do these, Father, this I pray:

“O let me do them with my very best.”

1. The main Christmas story is 
paraphrased from which two New 
Testament books? Mark/John, Acts/
Romans, Matthew/Luke, Jude/
Revelation 
2. Who visited Jesus on the night of 
His birth and found Mary, Joseph and 
the babe lying in a manger? Innkeeper, 
Shepherds, Herod, Magi
3. Where was the young child when 
the Magi came to visit Him to present 
gifts? Manger, Under the stars, House, 
Temple
4. How many times does the word 
“Christmas” appear in the Bible (KJV)? 
0, 1, 2, 7
5. Who was King of Judea at the birth 
of Jesus in Bethlehem? Solomon, 
Herod, Balak, Belshazzar
6. Which animals were present at 
Jesus’ birth? Lions and bears, Sheep 
and goats, Cows and donkeys, No 
mention of animals
ANSWERS: 1) Matthew/Luke, 2) 
Shepherds, 3) House, 4) Zero, 5) Herod, 
6) No mention of animals
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Classified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

MENDOTA • EARLVILLE • LAMOILLE • TRIUMPH • TROY GROVE • SUBLETTE • COMPTON • WEST BROOKLYN • PAW PAW•LELAND•OHIO

INFORMATION
Office Hours:  
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Monday-
Friday)
Phone: 
815-539-9396
Fax: 
815-539-7862
Email: 
jgriffith@mendotareporter.
com
Address:
 703 Illinois Ave., Mendota
Mail: 
P.O. Box 300
Mendota IL 61342-0300

DEADLINES:
• Mondays at 10 a.m. to 
start in Wednesday Mendota 
Reporter
• Thursdays at 5 p.m. to start 
in Monday Money Saver

All classified marketplace 
line ads will appear in 
the following 7 print 
publications and on 5 high-
traffic newspaper websites:
• Rochelle News-Leader • 
Ogle County Life • Rochelle 
Shopping News • Ashton 
Gazette • Amboy News 
• Mendota Reporter • 
Mendota Money Saver

Call for pricing that starts 
at $32.99 for private 
party ads and $44.60 for 
commercial business ads 
and $15.99 for garage 
sale ads.

DISCLAIMER:
If your advertisement 
appears incorrectly, notify 
us immediately. We will not 
be responsible for more than 
one incorrect insertion, and 
will only credit customer for 
one insertion.

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 
THIRTEENTH 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
LASALLE COUNTY, 
OTTAWA, ILLINOIS

IN THE ESTATE OF  
)
)
HECTOR M. LEMUS, 
)
Deceased.  
No.  2022 PR 153
)

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the 
death of Hector M. 
Lemus of Mendota, Il-
linois.
Letters of Office were 
issued on October 5, 
2022 to MANUEL LE-
MUS of 1811 Stroble 
Ave., Mendota, IL 
61342 as Indepen-
dent Administrator and 
Representative, whose 
Attorney is David M. 
Kaleel, 806 Jefferson 
Street, Mendota, Illi-
nois 61342.
Claims against the es-
tate may be e-filed in 
the Office of the Cir-
cuit Clerk, Probate Di-
vision, in the LaSalle 
County Courthouse, 
119 W. Madison Street, 
Ottawa, IL 61350, or 
with the Independent 
Executor, or both, with-
in 6 months from the 
date of the first publi-
cation of this Notice, or 
if mailing or delivery of 
a Claim Notice from the 
Independent Adminis-
trator is required, the 
date stated in that No-
tice. Any claim not filed 
on or before the above 
stated dates is barred.
E-filing is now manda-
tory for documents in 
civil cases with limited 
exemptions. To e-file, 
you must first create an 
account with an e-fil-
ing service provider. 
Visit http://efile.illinois-
cour ts .gov/serv ice-
providers.htm to learn 
more and to select a 
service provider. If you 
need additional; help 
or have trouble e-filing, 
visit http://www.illinois-
courts.gov/FAQ/geth-
elp.asp. 
Copies of a claim 
e-filed with the Clerk 
must be mailed or de-
livered to the Indepen-
dent Administrator and 
to the Attorney within 
ten (10) days after it 
has been e-filed with 
the Clerk of the Court.
GREG VACCARO, 
CIRCUIT CLERK -  
LASALLE COUNTY, 
LASALLE COUN-
TY COURT HOUSE, 
119 WEST MADISON 
STREET, OTTAWA, IL 
61350
David M. Kaleel, Attor-
ney at Law, 806 Jeffer-
son St., Mendota, IL 
61342, (815) 539-5616, 
kaleel5@frontier.com
No. 1201
(Dec. 7, 14, 21, 2022)

NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby 
given that on Decem-
ber 7, 2022 a certifi-
cate was filed in the Of-
fice of the County Clerk 
of LaSalle County, Illi-
nois, setting forth the 
names and post-office 
addresses of all per-
sons owning, conduct-
ing and transacting 
the business known as 
Burkart Support Ser-
vices located at 1209 
23rd Street, Peru,  IL. 
61354.
Dated: December 7, 
2022. Brenda Burkart 
Applicant.
No. 1202
(Dec. 14, 21 and 28, 
2022)

101  101  
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially 
those asking for money 
in advance.

105  105  
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially 
those asking for money 
in advance.”

113  113  
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119  119  
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially 
those asking for money 
in advance.”

121  121  
LOST AND FOUNDLOST AND FOUND

Lost. 7 Month Old, 
Female Cat. Gray with 
a Brown Belly & White 
Spots on Each Side. 
Last Seen Wearing 
a Pink Harness. Lost 
around Rochelle 
Gardens on Caron 
Road. Call 815-503-
3654. $100 Reward 

127  127  
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

Furman’s Lawn Care 
and Tree Work. Fall 
clean up, gutters and 
more. Fully insured. 
In business since 
1999. Rochelle and 
surrounding areas. 
Call Jeremy Furman at 
815-761-9619. Please 
leave a message, will 
return call ASAP.

201  201  
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child 
in it’s care.

301  301  
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail .
com
ANTIQUES WANTED: I 
pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 
or email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307  307  
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

Brand new, still in box 
glass top coffee table 
and 2 end tabes. $150 
cash only. 815-761-
6576.

10” Bench Table Saw 
w/Stand, Blade Guard, 
RIP Fence $120. Call 
815-915-6155. (12-28-
22)

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
M o n d a y - F r i d a y 
815-562-4171(8AM-
NOON ONLY) Rochelle 
News Leader.  

309 Pets & Supplies
FREE KITTENS. Pure 
white, long hair, blue 
eyes. Call Gary 815-
289-9760. (12-28-22)

405  405  
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

601 601 
VEHICLES FOR SALEVEHICLES FOR SALE

 

Ally Financing and 
GMF Financing or Leasing

* Plus Tax, title and license. Rebates applied. 
Subject to credit approval.

HIGHWAY 52 
SUBLETTE, IL 

www.vaessenbrothers.com

(815) 849-5232
1-800-227-5203

QUALITY USED CARS, TRUCKS, SUV’S & VANS

2019 Chevy 1500 Dbl Cab RST, 4WD, 
Z71, Gray.......................................$32,900
2019 Cadillac XT4 FWD, 60k Miles,  
Red .............................................. $29,000

2018 Chevy 1500  Crew Cab, LT, Z71, 
4X4, 120k Miles, Red .................. $26,900
2017 Chevy Suburban LT, 4x4, 89K Miles, 
Gray ............................................. $32,900

2022 Chevy K-1500 Crew, 4x4 Custom 
Rally, 14K Miles, Silver..................$40,900
2019 Chevy 1500 High Country Crew 
Cab, 24k Miles, Black ................. $52,900
2018 Chevy K-1500 Crew, 4x4 High Country, 
Loaded, 67K Miles, Black...................$41,900
2018 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab, LT, 4X4, 
E-Assist, 66K Miles, Gray....................$33,900

2018 Chevy Equinox AWD Premier, 72K  
miles, 1-owner, Loaded, Black ..$25,900 
2018 Chevy Equinox FWD Premier, 45K 
Miles, Tan ..................................$24,900
2017 Chevrolet 1500 Crew LT, 4x4, 67K 
Miles, Graphite ..........................$32,900

2019 Chevy 1500 High Country Crew Cab 4x4, GM Certified, 1-Owner, 
Local Trade, Leather Interior, Heated/Cooled Seats, Sunroof, Bedliner, 

24K Miles, Black and More!

2019 Chevy 1500 High Country  
Crew Cab 4x4

$52,900

Now Hiring!
Part Time Bar  
Manager &

Part Time Bowling  
Attendant

Stop in from  
3pm-6pm

at the Mendota Elks
707 Indiana 

Avenue

APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT: 
MENDOTA 

1 & 2 Bedrooms, 
Appliances, A/C. 
779-201-0532
815-498-2262.

Large recently  
remodeled 2  

bedroom.
Stove, Refrigerator, 

Water, Sewer &  
Garbage included.

$600.00/Month
Deposit & Reference 

Required.

815-539-6629

IN 
COMPTON

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

511 511 
STORAGE UNITSSTORAGE UNITS

MENDOTA STORAGE UNITS
210 N 4099th Rd., Mendota, Il. 61342

Available:
30 X 40  1 left  $ 320.00
10 X 10  2 left  $ 100.00

CALL 07
25

20
22

ADAM   815-830-4422 
Janko Realty 

 

TRACY   815-791-4582 
Advantage Property Mgmt      

Reserve online at www.apm4rent.com

515 515 
GARAGES FOR GARAGES FOR 
RENTRENT

Mendota
MULTIPLE 

Garages for Rent
815-539-3747

Looking for Class 
A CDL FULL-

TIME and PART-
TIME TRUCK 

DRIVER to haul 
farm commodities.

Call Roger 
Jameson at  

815-252-8576.
04222020
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Your gift destination 
for all the brands you love!

Shop your favorite products from 
anywhere and pick up at Drive Thru 

or quickly find them in our store.

For faster holiday 
shopping, download 

our app!

Visit farmandfleet.com 
and choose pick up at Drive Thru. 
Or, order before noon and have it 

delivered to your doorstep that day 
when you choose same day local 
delivery! See website for details.

Need an item fast?

Gift cards always 
make the perfect gift!

Don’t know the right 
size or color?
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REAL ESTATE SHOWCASE
FEATURED

NEW LISTING  - GREAT 
BUILDING with good parking 
& space! Easy access with 

overhead door. Duralast  roof 
with 30 yr. warranty. 

   Close to Rte. 251 and not far 

Call one 
of our 

Realtors 
for all your 
Real Estate 
questions!

Joe McConville
 Designated Managing Broker

612 S. Main St., Mendota, IL

815-539-5673
E-mail: office@mcconvillerealty.com 

mcconvillerealtymendota@gmail.com
Website: www.mcconvillerealty.com
Call one of our Agents to set up your  

private showing.
Joe McConville, Designated Managing Broker  

815-910-5673 
Marty McConville, Broker 815-200-2233

Richard McConville, Broker 815-539-5673
Sharon Kimrey, Broker 815-343-3600 
Melody Nanzer, Broker 815-228-2842

Rebecca McPheeters, 
Designated Managing Broker.

607 Sixth St.
Mendota

(815) 539-6635
www.tcrealtysales.net

Evening  Phone Numbers
Becky McPheeters, Designated 
Managing Broker 708-220-3338

Rita Lilja 815-712-7346 
Jami Bauer 815-993-7751

Lori Munson 815-228-4852

“Come Settle With Us”

1316 Lakewood Plaza • Rte. 251 N. • Mendota

Gloria Cogdal,   
Designated Managing Broker

Sally Corrigan, Broker 
815-830-8101

Helping people find homes since 1983. 

815-539-3811

507 11th Ave., Mendota, IL  
$73,000

MLS#11675674
Looking for a fixer upper. Here is a 4 bedroom home with lots of character and potential. 
Living room, dining room and den on first floor. 4 bedrooms up. Front and back interior 
staircases.  Large wrap around front porch. 4 car garage on alley. Call for an appointment.  
McConville Realty at 815 539-5673.

wishes you and yours  
a Happy Holiday

McConville Realty & Auctioneering
612 S. Main St., Mendota

815-539-5673

RE
DE

UC
ED

Happy 
Holidays

from all of us at 

Joe McConville

Marty McConville
Richard McConville

Sharon Kimrey
Melody Nanzer

Christmas
MERRY


	men12-21-22pageA1
	men12-21-22pageA2
	men12-21-22pageA3
	men12-21-22pageA4
	men12-21-22pageA5
	men12-21-22pageA6
	men12-21-22pageA7
	men12-21-22pageA8
	men12-21-22pageA9
	men12-21-22pageA10
	men12-21-22pageB1
	men12-21-22pageB2
	men12-21-22pageB3
	men12-21-22pageB4
	men12-21-22pageB5
	men12-21-22pageB6
	men12-21-22pageB7
	men12-21-22pageB8
	men12-21-22pageB9
	men12-21-22pageB10

