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Editor’s note: The Amboy 
News will be publishing a 
series of articles on veterans 
who served during World 
War II. These heroes are part 
of Amboy’s history and it is 
our honor to publish these 
articles so you can learn 
about their service to our 
country. This article was 
researched by Jack Mead and 
Tom Dempsey, and written by 
Dempsey.

P.F.C. Berger O. 
Winterton

A Look Back At Amboy’s Heroes Who 
Served During World War II

“The Christmas season 
highlighted the closeness of 
the foes. Americans and Ger-
mans alike put up Christmas 
trees and used the debris 
of war — chaff, the tinfoil 
dropped by bombers to fool 
radar — to decorate them. 
Men who would never do 
such a thing at any other 
time prepared gifts for other 

men. On Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day the men on 
both sides of the line had an 
image of a manger in Beth-
lehem in their minds. They 
sang the same carols. The 
universal favorite was ‘Silent 
Night’. But they were there to 
kill each other. There was no 
stand down for Christmas.”

(From Citizen Soldiers by 
Stephen E. Ambrose)

The war in Europe was 
a cousins war. A high per-

centage of American GIs 
had grandparents or even 
parents who were born in 
Germany, now the land of 
the enemy. Even more GIs 
were descendants of recent 
immigrants from other Eu-
ropean countries, drawn to 
America by the promise of 
freedom and prosperity for 
future generations. By the 
end of this war, the rise of 
European authoritarianism 
would clash with the human 
desire for freedom leaving 
more than 421,000 Ameri-
cans to die in battle.

Berger Winterton was 
born near Lee, on May 21, 
1907 to Wick and Inger 
Winterton, both Norwegian 
immigrants. The Wintertons 
owned a 240 acre farm in Wil-
low Creek Township which 
their nine children helped 
to operate. Inger, Berger’s 
mother, was Wick’s second 
wife. After his father’s death 
in 1936 at age 88, Berger 
moved into partnership with 
his brother Einard on their 
own farm in Willow Creek. 
On June 18, 1941, Berger was 
drafted into the U.S. Army, 

later assigned to the 36th 
Armored Infantry Regiment, 
3rd Armored Division. 

During World War II, 
armored infantry soldiers 
served in combination with 
tanks and artillery units, 
often equipped with half-
track vehicles. These troops 
expanded the effectiveness 
of tanks by fighting house 
to house, in open fields or 
wooded areas to locate and 
attack enemy positions while 
providing coordinates for 
tank or artillery fire. 

See HERO page A3

From All Of Us At The Amboy News:
Brandon, George, Jamie, Jennifer, Kip and Tonja

BY TONJA GREENFIELD
Publisher
SUBLETTE — The residents of the Village 

of Sublette will see their water rates increase 
beginning in 2023.

The Village of Sublette board met during its 
regular monthly meeting on Monday, Dec. 12, 
in the Ellice Dinges Center. All members of the 
board were present.

In a previous meeting, the board had discussed 
raising the water rate from $4.80 per 1,000 gallons 
to $5.40 per 1,000 gallons. A motion was made for 
this increase. A question was raised on whether this 

increase was enough. Sublette Village President 
John Stenzel said if the board wanted to, they could 
do another increase next year, or even sometime 
again in 2023. All board members approved this 
increase, except for Sublette Village Trustee Larry 
Ellis, who voted no because he thought the rate 
should be higher. This change will be effective as 
of Jan. 1, 2023.

In other board news:
• The board approved to keep the tax levy at the 

same amount as last year, $15,363. It was mentioned 
that the levy amount has been the same for about 
the last 10 years. 

• The Sublette Antique Tractor and Farm Toy 
Show event has been set for March 18 and 19, 2023.

• Ellis asked the board to purchase a new stove 
for the Ellice Dinges Center. He said he found a 
stove for the amount of $599. Ellis made a motion 
to purchase the stove, but the motion failed due 
to a lack of a second to the motion. Other board 
members expressed that they would like to see this 
matter go to committee, and to get other prices to 
compare. 

Village of Sublette increases water rate, effective 2023

NELSON — On Oct. 16, 
at approximately 11:49 p.m., 
deputies from the Lee Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office responded 
to a residence in the 100 
block of East Bassett Street 
in Nelson for a report of an 
individual that had been shot 
in the throat. While respond-
ing to the area, information 
was received that the scene 
of the shooting took place at 
a residence in the 400 block 
of South Butler Street. 

The victim of the shooting 
was identified as 41-year-
old, Jake Verkruysse of Erie. 
He was transported to KSB 
Hospital with a life-threat-
ening gunshot wound. He 
was subsequently airlifted 
to a Rockford area hospital 
for stabilization and further 
treatment. After a thorough 
and intensive investigation, 
arrest warrants were ob-
tained on Dec. 15 against the 
following subjects.

Jake R. Verkruysse, 41, 
of Erie, was arrested on 
Dec. 15, for an arrest war-
rant charging the offenses 
of Home Invasion (a Class 

Three arrested after shooting in 
Nelson, one still wanted by police

Jake R. Verkruysse
X Felony), Mob Action 
(a Class 4 Felony), and 
Criminal Damage to Prop-
erty Under $500 (a Class 
A Misdemeanor). Bond on 
the warrant had been set at 
$150,000. Verkruysse was 
later released on the evening 
of Dec. 16, on a recognizance 
bond due to ongoing medical 
conditions. As a condition of 
his release, Verkruysse was 
fitted with a GPS monitoring 
device and was to be confined 
to his residence in Erie. He 
was only authorized to leave 
for court appearances or 
previously approved medical 
appointments. 

James L. Ballard, 45, 
of Dixon, was located and 
arrested on Dec. 16, by Lee 
County Sheriff’s Deputies 
on an arrest warrant charging 
the offenses of Mob Action 
(a Class 4 Felony), and 
Criminal Damage to Prop-
erty Under $500 (a Class 
A Misdemeanor). Bond on 
the warrant had been set at 
$20,000. Ballard is currently 
on mandatory supervised 
release from the Illinois 
Department of Corrections 
for Delivery of Metham-
phetamine and Possession of 
a Firearm by a Felon which 
stemmed from Whiteside 
County Case Number 2018 
CF 189. Ballard posted bond 
and was released on the eve-
ning of Dec. 16.  

Lisa R. Johnson, 41, of 
Dixon, turned herself in on 
Dec. 16, at the Lee County 
Sheriff’s Office on an arrest 
warrant charging the offenses 
of Mob Action (a Class 4 Fel-
ony), and Criminal Damage 
to Property Under $500 (a 
Class A Misdemeanor). 

Amboy school board approves 
vital tax levy funding

BY GEORGE HOWE
Amboy News Reporter
AMBOY — The Amboy School Board 

met in regular session for the final time this 
2022 calendar year on Thursday, Dec. 15. 

Under Action Items there was several 
motions all relating to the adoption and ap-
proval of the tax levy. Local funds represent 
81 percent of the district’s annual revenue 
with most of those dollars coming from the 
property tax levy. The Amboy CUSD board 
members passed the motion and directed the 
Board Secretary to file the Certificate of Tax 
Levy. The board also ratified an abatement 
of taxes and two transfers of funds.

Superintendent Joshua Nichols and re-
ported that the work on the new high school 

boiler is proceeding “very well” and they are 
hopeful that General Mechanical will have 
everything operational before next semester. 
The board approved contracts for demolition 
of the old junior high for removal of asbestos 
abatement, electrical, plumbing, and a general 
construction contractor. The asbestos abate-
ment should start in January and February 
with the demolition to start afterwards.  

The school district is extending the lease 
for two StarCraft activity buses and two 
41-passenger IC buses. The board also leased 
two 71-passenger IC buses and one 30- pas-
senger bus that has child seats built in that is 
primarily used for the pre-school children. 

See SCHOOL page A3

Lee County reporting high level of 
COVID-19 cases

CHICAGO – With the holiday season un-
derway and COVID-19 and other respiratory 
viruses continuing to rise across the state, the 
Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) 
is urging Illinoisans to take action to protect 
themselves and their loved ones during the 
festive season. IDPH Director Dr. Sameer 
Vohra is reminding the public that basic health 
precautions are especially important when it 
comes to protecting members of the family 
who are most vulnerable to severe outcome, 
including older family members and the very 
young. He strongly urges parents to take 
advantage of the newly authorized bivalent 
boosters for children six months and older.

According to the CDC, 86 counties in Illi-
nois rated at an elevated level for COVID-19 
by the CDC, up from 74 a week ago. Included 
in those at a high level is Lee County. Of 
those, the CDC reported 43 Illinois counties 
at a High Community Level for COVID-19, 
up from 29 a week ago; while 43 counties are 
at Medium Level, compared to 45 last week. 
IDPH is reporting 23,334 new confirmed and 

probable cases of COVID-19 in Illinois since 
December 9, and 82 deaths.

“Illinois continues to see a dramatic rise 
in communities at elevated risk levels for 
COVID-19, including 43 counties that are 
now at a high risk,” said IDPH Director Dr. Sa-
meer Vohra. “As we prepare for holiday gath-
erings with our loved ones, I want to remind 
Illinoisians that these elevated COVID-19 
community levels, along with rising flu levels, 
are leading to a surge of respiratory infections, 
increased hospitalizations and limited hospital 
beds. I strongly recommend all Illinoisians 
take preventative steps to protect themselves 
and their family and friends, especially those 
most vulnerable including young children and 
individuals over 65.

“These preventative measures start with 
being up-to-date with the COVID-19 bivalent 
booster that is now authorized for children 
as young as six months old. Getting your flu 
shot is very important too. 

See COVID page A4

Lee County Sheriff’s 
office announces 
holiday campaign

LEE COUNTY — With the holidays in full swing, the 
Lee County Sheriff’s Office is partnering with the Illinois 
Department of Transportation to remind motorists about the 
dangers of impaired driving. From Dec. 16 through Jan. 2, law 
enforcement across Illinois will step up enforcement efforts 
with a high visibility “Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over” and 
“Drive High. Get a DUI.” traffic safety campaign. 

“We want everyone in our communities to enjoy the 
holidays without worrying about the dangers of impaired 
drivers,” said Chief Deputy Derek Ranken. 
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Christmas 
Eve Mass

4:00 pm St. Patrick Church, 
Maytown

10:30 pm Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help, Sublette

Christmas 
Day Mass

8:00 am St. Mary of  
the Assumption, West Brooklyn

10:00 am Our Lady of  
Perpetual Help, Sublette

Love surprises us!  Love shocks us!  Love humbles us!  This God 
that we call “Love,” Itself, knocks us off our feet.  The pure gift 
and ultimate blessing that the birth of Jesus Christ, the Son of 

God, is to us, cannot be earned – we do not deserve this precious 
gift of a Savior.  We can only celebrate It.  We can only share 

It with each other.  May God surprise, shock, and humble you 
and your family; and when you come to Mass, allow yourself 

to be knocked off your feet as you passionately pray with your 
Church Community: “Lord, I am not worthy that You should 

enter under my roof, but only say the word and my soul shall be 
healed.”  May the Body and Blood of Christ keep you and your 

family safe for eternal life.  Merry Christmas!

O Night Divine
May the warm light of our Savior’s love illuminate May the warm light of our Savior’s love illuminate 
your path at the holiday and all year.your path at the holiday and all year.

Christmas Eve Service Christmas Eve Service 
Saturday, Dec. 24, at 5 p.m.Saturday, Dec. 24, at 5 p.m.

United First Church
East Main and Jefferson Streets, Amboy, IL 61310

Find us on Facebook • Pastor Mark Glenn 815-440-0745

12
21

20
22

Brian Florschuetz

344 US Rt. 52, Sublette, IL
815-849-9090

Email: sublettecollisioncenter@yahoo.com

Collision? Hail? 
Critters?

WE ARE THE BEST PART 
OF A BAD SITUATION

WE ARE THE BEST PART 
OF A BAD SITUATION

Professional auto body services 
at affordable prices

Quality. Convenience. Reliability.

Our goal is your satisfaction. 10262016

A.C.O. to host blood 
drive in January

AMBOY — During this last week before Christmas, 
please consider giving one more gift… the gift of life. Would 
you consider donating blood? What a wonderful gift to give.

Blood is urgently needed in our area. Therefore an appeal 
is going out to everyone 17 years of age and over in good 
health to give blood. 

Won’t you roll up your sleeve and answer the plea?  
Amboy A.C.O. members, in coordination with Amboy 

High School, are hosting a Red Cross Blood drive on Tuesday, 
Jan. 31, 2023, at the Amboy Community Building from noon 
to 6 p.m.  Please call Judy Brinkmeier at 815-238-8927 or 
sign up directly at redcrossblood.org.  for an appointment.

SVCC Winter Break 
Dec. 24-Jan. 3, 2023

DIXON — Sauk Valley Community College will close 
for winter break at the end of business day Friday, Dec. 23. 
Offices will reopen Tuesday, Jan. 3, 2023.

Rt. 251• Mendota
(815) 539-5985
Open 6 Days A Week
Sun-Wed. 11am-8pm
Friday & Sat. 11 am-9pm
Joe & Ana ArteagaReservations Accepted

We do catering for all occasions!
Call or stop by for all the details.

BANQUET ROOM AVAILABLE
Perfect for parties, weddings, birthdays 

or any gathering.

Sunday & Wednesday 
Special: 1/4 Fried  
Chicken with coleslaw 
and French fries

Monday & Wednesday: 
$5 margaritas!
Tuesday:
Taco Night!

$8

12192022
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NELSON continued from page A1

815-882-2111

Winter Weather 
is Here!

Call Grasser for your 
Furnace Check & Clean!

We specialize in 
KEEPING YOUR HOME 

COMFORTABLE 
year-round!

404 W. Main St., McNabb, IL • www.grassersplumbingheating.com
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582 US Rt. 52, Sublette $314,900 
An abundance of room inside and outside is what this property boasts of! Nestled 
in this 3+ acres is a lovely and updated 5 bedroom and 4 bathroom home. The 
loft offers endless possibilities. Also included is a large building for storing your 

bigger toys. Don’t let this one slip away-call for a showing today!

Any type of property 
- any time of year 

(815)849-5476

Mary Lovgren 
Realtor/Broker
815-994-1449

Merry Christmas & 
Happy Birthday 

“Bodine”
Jeff Bonnell
Dec. 26, 1958-March 27, 2000

Loved and Missed by 
Mom & Dad

Family and Friends

12232015

Sometimes they rode on 
the outside of a tank, with 
high exposure to snipers or 
machine gun attacks. 

The 3rd Armored Divi-
sion landed at Normandy 
on June 29, 1944 as part of 
the massive D-Day invasion 
known as “Operation Over-
lord.” They took part in fierce 
hedgerow fighting and it was 
here that P.F.C. Winterton 
earned a Bronze Star and 
his first Purple Heart when 
he was severely wounded 
in the knee. After spending 
part of July and August in the 
hospital, he was returned to 
duty for as General Patton’s 
army pushed across France 
toward the German border 

fast enough to outrun its own 
supply lines. For a time, the 
U.S. Army would stall due 
to shortages in fuel, food 
rations, and ammunition. 

On Dec. 16, Hitler, against 
the counsel of his top Gen-
erals, launched a massive 
counter-offensive which 
he believed would split the 
600 mile allied line in two, 
allowing the German Army to 
decimate the allied forces and 
push them back to the English 
Channel. Later known as the 
Battle of the Bulge, the blood-
iest of the European Theater, 
German forces took advan-
tage of the supply shortage to 
force American GIs to retreat 
while fighting defensively 

and with heavy losses. The 
allied line did bulge in the 
middle but did not break. On 
Christmas Day, 1944, P.F.C. 
Berger Winterton earned his 
second Purple Heart when 
he was wounded in the chest 
and killed in action as his ar-
mored regiment encountered 
heavy opposition at Hotton, 
Belgium. By mid January, 
the U.S. Army had defeated 
the German Army and the 
Battle of the Bulge came to 
an end at the cost of more 
than 75,000 U.S. casualties. 
German defeat was now just 
a matter of time.

On Jan. 23, 1945, the 
family of P.F.C. Winterton 
finally received official word 

of his death during the previ-
ous month. Nearly two years 
later, his body was returned 
home for a memorial service 
and burial at the First Lu-
theran Church Cemetery in 
Lee, Illinois where a modest 
headstone stands in memory 
of one of Lee County’s finest.

Citations:
Purple Heart (2)
Bronze Star (Normandy 

Breakout)
World War II Victory 

Medal
American Campaign 

Medal
Army Presidential Unit 

Citation
Army Good Conduct 

Medal

HERO continued from page A1

Aerobics
We will be having Aerobics on Tuesday and Thursday. 

Everyone is invited to gather at Teen Turf on Tuesday morn-
ings at 10 a.m. for group chair exercises and walking. They 
have a great time together.

Afterschool program
You must call 815-857-4800 to be put on. If you are not 

registered, please do not send your child without speaking 
with us.  

Christmas Walk Thank You’s
We had a jolly time last night during the Amboy Hometown 

Christmas Walk. So many smiling faces. We would like to 
thank the following people who made it happen: Michele 
Cheshier, Christine Cheshier, Candy Robinson, Gabby, 
Daniel, and Alexz Dowd, Mark Grossman, Evelyn, Addison 
and Shelli Bump, Larry Piper, Elijah Zimmerly, Sid, Maddy, 
Hayden, and Will Thomas, Kathy Gardner and Stephanie 
Gardner, Cindy Shaw for making bows, and Alice Dukes 
for making bows. Thank you to Jim and Jean Travi for bring 
dinner to us from Back Alley BBQ.  It was a yummy treat. 
Hope we didn’t miss anyone.

Thank You’s
We are always grateful for those that assist Teen Turf in 

it’s endeavor of helping people:  
Sue and Steve Floschuetz in honor of their Mom, Shirlene 

Lowe; Gary and Lori Wilhem for the case of paper plates; 
Tim and Maureen Oester for the monetary donation; Mark 
and Veronica Grossman for the monetary donation for the 
wreath; St. Patrick’s Women’s Organization for the treats; Don 
and Kathy Bonnell for the candy bags; Chris Herckert for the 
cards; Irene and Eileen Ramsdell for the meat, cheese, bread, 
napkins, and Christmas cupcakes; Nancy Hochstatter for the 
monetary donation;  Ryan Hall for the food; George and Barb 
Spataro for the tablecloths and items; Joe and Diane Stewart 
for the monetary donation in memory for Fran Kessel; Pastor 
Barb Otten; Brad and Pam Kessel for the monetary donation; 
Les and Betty Shaw for the monetary donation; Anonymous 
donation from a family for a family in need of Christmas joy; 
John and Meghan Schamberger for the monetary donation; 
Linda Gascoigne for the monetary donation; Leonard and 
Janet Methany for the monetary donation in memory of Fran 
Kessel; Joy Tsujimoto for the monetary donation in memory 
of Fran Kessel; Margaret and Jerry Shaw for the plates and 
Kleenex and Shannon and Josh Nichols for the clothes.  

Needs
Plastic shelving for our new garage to store items and 

clearance/gently used Christmas gift bags for next year.  
Final Word

God of Love, Your word declares that anyone who claims 
to be in the light but hates a brother or sister is still in the 
darkness. We pray for those who are in the darkness right 
now, for those who choose to hate over love and choose in-
timidation over respect. We pray for bullies right now, please 
touch their hearts. Lord, please let Your light shine upon 
them and eradicate the darkness that surrounds them, Amen.

REMINDER:  No grave 
blankets allowed in St. Pat-
rick’s cemetery in Amboy.  
They will be removed, if 
necessary.

DIXON-The Lee Coun-
ty Health Department will 

have Immunization Clinics 
for Children and Adults by 
appointment only. Call 815-
284-3371 to make an appoint-
ment or for information on 
other services available. You 
may also visit the website at 
www.lchd.com for a list of 

services available.

DIXON- The American 
Red Cross will hold a Blood 
Drive from 1 – 6 p.m., on 
Wednesday, Dec. 28, Dixon 
Hope Bible Fellowship, 732 
Brinton Ave., Dixon. Call the 

Red Cross at 800-733-2767 
or visit RedCrossBlood.org 
to make an appointment to 
donate. Download the Blood 
Donor App.

GREEN RIVER 
CHIROPRACTIC
Dr. Colin Baker, D.C. - CCSP®

Kids - Family - Athletes - Auto Accidents - Worker’s Comp

Keep your health flowing with chiropractic care!

• The board agreed to implement the fee for each video 
gaming machines in the village for 2023. When COVID hit, 
the board suspended the fee for the video gaming machines. 
The current fee is $25 per machine. Ellis expressed that he 
thought the fee should be raised. The fee is set in a village 
ordinance and the ordinance would have to be amended. Board 
members expressed keeping the fee the same for 2023, but 
looking at raising it for 2024. 

• Three seats on the village board will be up for election in 
2023. The petition filing dates were Dec 12-19. The seats up 
for election are currently held by Scott Hanson, Jeff Myers 
and MacKenzie Belan.

The next Sublette Village Board meeting will be held on 
Monday, Jan. 9, at 7 p.m., in the Ellice Dinges Center.

SUBLETTE 
continued from page A1

Bond on the warrant had been set at $20,000. Johnson 
is also currently on mandatory supervised release from the 
Illinois Department of Corrections for Residential Burglary 
from Lee County Case Number 2020 CF 136.  Johnson also 
posted bond and was released on the evening of Dec. 16.  

During the early morning hours of Dec. 17, Jake Verkruysse 
removed the GPS monitoring system that was a condition of 
his release. As a result of this, a new arrest warrant has been 
issued on charges of Escape (a Class 3 Felony) and Failure 
to Comply with a Condition of the Electronic Monitoring 
or Home Detention Program (a Class 3 Felony). Bond on 
the new charges has been set in the amount of $500,000. 
Investigators are actively pursuing leads to place Verkruysse 
back into custody.  

The Sheriff’s Office is requesting assistance from the public 
to locate Jake Verkruysse. Anyone with information is urged 
to contact the Lee County Sheriff’s Office at 284-6631 or 
Ogle-Lee Crimestoppers at 1-888-CAUGHT U (1-888-228-
4488). Callers do not have to leave their names and may be 
eligible for a reward of up to $1,000 that leads to an arrest.

The charges from this incident allege that the three in-

dividuals went to the residence in the 400 block of Butler 
Street, Nelson, without lawful authority, for the purpose of 
doing violence to the person or property. It is also alleged 
that they inflicted injury to the person or property. As a result 
of the unlawful assembly at the residence, the occupant took 
possession of a firearm to protect themselves. Verkruysse was 
shot after he entered the residence in a forceful manner.  The 
use of deadly force in this instance has been reviewed by the 
Lee County State’s Attorney’s Office and has been deemed 
as justified. Investigators believe that the incident appears 
to be drug related.

The Lee County Sheriff’s Office has been assisted through-
out this investigation by the Lee County State’s Attorney’s 
Office, the Illinois State Police, the Whiteside County Sher-
iff’s Office, the Dixon Police Department, the Erie Police 
Department, and the Rock Island County Sheriff’s Office. 

All charges are merely an allegation, and the defendants 
are presumed innocent until proven guilty.

“It’s very difficult to get some vehicles right now, partic-
ularly the activity buses so we are acting fast,” said Nichols. 

The district also held the annual ROE (Regional Office 
of Education) fire safety walk through for all buildings and 
Nichols said that it went “as well as can be expected.”

I asked Nichols to reflect on 2022 so far. 
“It has felt like an almost return to normal whatever that 

means anymore,” he said with a laugh. “I have been very 
grateful to be able to be in school and to host events like 
games, plays, concerts and other events. We hope that this 
continues into the new year.” 

SCHOOL 
continued from page A1

“During the campaign, you can expect to see extra safety 
patrols. We will show zero tolerance for alcohol- and drug-im-
paired driving to help ensure everyone makes it to and from 
their holiday festivities safely.”

According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Ad-
ministration’s Fatality Analysis Reporting System, in 2020, 
a total of 11,654 people were killed in motor vehicle crashes 
involving an alcohol-impaired driver. 

On average, more than 10,000 people were killed each 
year from 2016 to 2020, with one person killed in an alco-
hol-related crash every 45 minutes in 2020. 

Before the holiday fun begins, make a plan for a sober 
ride home and remember these tips.

• Designate a sober driver or make a plan to use public 
transportation or a ride-sharing service to get home safely. 

• If you see a impaired driver, contact you closest Law 
Enforcement office.

• Have a friend who is about to drive impaired? Take the 
keys away and make arrangements to get them home safely. 
They’ll thank you later.

• Always buckle up!

SHERIFF 
continued from page A1
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Jean M. Ritola

June 20, 1930 - Dec. 12, 2022
SUBLETTE — Jean M. 

Ritola, 92, of Woodhaven 
Lakes Sublette, formerly of 
Dolton, died suddenly Mon-
day, Dec. 12, 2022. 

Jean was born June 20, 
1930 in Chicago. She was 
the devoted daughter of 
John and Mary (Rakausky) 
Antanaitis, and step daughter 
of Marie (Sweeney) Anta-
naitis. Jean was a devoted 
wife, mother, grandmother, 
great grandmother, sister, 
aunt, and friend. Jean was 
an active church member. 
Pre-Covid, Jean volunteered 
in the church office where she 
“went to work” three days 
a week. 

Jean married the love of 
her life, the late Raymond 
Ritola, on Dec. 4, 1948, in 
Chicago following a 3-month 
courtship.  

Jean was preceded in 

death by her husband; her 
son, Michael; brothers, John 
and Philip Antanaitis.  

Jean is survived by her 
children, Philip (Cynthia) 
Ritola, of Cheshire, Conn., 
Carl (Gail) Ritola, of Rolling 
Prairie, Ind., Mary Lynn Val-
entin of Sublette, and Susan 
(Paul) Novosel, of Crete; 
grandchildren, Erin (An-
drew Averna) Ritola, Sara 
(William) Foley, Raymond 
Ritola, Matthew Novosel and 
Alexander (Brieanna) Ritola; 
and great-grandchildren, 
Auriana and Killian.  

Mass of Christian Burial 
will be held at 11 a.m., on 
Monday, Dec. 19, 2022, at 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Catholic Church in Sublette, 
Rev. Randy Fronek offici-
ating. Visitation is in the 
Church Monday from 9 a.m 
until time of service.  

Arrangements by the 
Wasmer Funeral Home in 
Mendota.  

Burial will be at a later 
date in Assumption Ceme-
tery in Glenwood.

In lieu of flowers, please 
consider a donation to the 
St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital: https://www.stju-
de.org as this charity Jean 
held dear to her heart.

The Following 
Community 
Businesses 

Sponsor Area 
Church News:

Sensient  Flavors,  LLC.
815-857-3691

First National Bank 
in Amboy

Member F.D.I.C.
815- 857-3625

Mihm-Jones Funeral 
Home

815-857-2611

Vaessen Brothers
 Chevrolet  

815-849-5232

KSB Medical Center 
815-857-3044

The Amboy News
815-857-2311

St. Patrick Church
Fr. John Gow

32 N Jones, Amboy 
815-857-2315 • www.stpatrickamboy.org

Masses: Tuesday – Friday Daily Mass 8 am
Saturday 4 pm • Sunday 7:30 am & 10 am

Confessions: Saturday, 3-3:45 pm
Wednesday, 5:30-6:15 pm

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: 
Friday, 8am-5 pm

St. Mary Church
Fr. John Gow

912 Walton Rd., Walton
815-857-2670

Mass: Saturday, 5:30 pm

St. Flannen Church
Fr. John Gow

213 S Second St., Harmon
815-857-2670

Mass: Sunday, 9 am

United First Church of Amboy
Pastor Mark Glenn

East Main & Jefferson
815-440-0745

Sunday Worship - 10:00 a.m.
Bible Study Wednesday 6:00 p.m.

 
 

First Congregational United Church of 
Christ of Lee Center

Pastor Jack M. Briggs
1140 Inlet Road, Lee Center
www.LeeCenter-UCC.org

Phone 815-732-7032 
Family Worship - 10:30 a.m.  

Grace Fellowship Church
Amboy-Sublette
Pastor Kyle Kelly

500 W. Main Street, Sublette
Sunday School 8:30 a.m.

Worship 10:30 a.m.
www.graceisforyou.com

East Grove Union Church
Pastor Richard Wulf, 815-440-5321

449 Reuter Road, Amboy
Phone 815-376-6661

1/2 Mile East of Route 26 on Union Rd.
Sun., 9:00 a.m. Morning Service
Youth Church, ages 3-Grade 4

10:15 a.m. Sunday School, Ages 3 - Adult
6:00 p.m. Evening Service

Wed., 6:00 p.m. Prayer & Bible Study
First Sunday night of each month, 6:00p.m. 

First Sunday Family Film Night
Fourth Saturday of each month, 6:00p.m.

“Fun & Fellowship Game Night 
for the Whole Family!”

Come as you are and join us on the journey!

 First Baptist Church
Pastor Rocky Fritz

24 N. Mason Avenue
Church Phone 857-2682

www.fbcamboy.com
Sunday School for all ages - 9:30 a.m.

Morning Service - 10:30 a.m.
Evening Service - 6 p.m.

Wed. prayer meeting & Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
King’s Kids program from 6:30-8 p.m. Friday 
Reformers Unanimous addictions program 

from 7-9 p.m.

St. James Evangelical 
Congregational Church
Robert Dunbar., Pastor

US Route 52 & Red Brick Rd.,Dixon
815-288-2447

Sunday 10:45 a.m. Worship 
9:45 a.m. Sunday School

Ladies Bible Study, Wed. 9 a.m.

 St. Mary’s Church – West Brooklyn
Rev. Randy Fronek

Mass - Tuesday & Thursday - 7:30 a.m.
Sunday – 8:45 a.m.

 St. Patrick Church - Maytown
Rev. Randy Fronek
Mass – Friday - 8 a.m.

Sunday - 7 a.m.

Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor Barb Otten
960 U.S. Route 52
Phone 857-2225

Sun. Worship - 9:00 a.m. Fellowship - 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday School - 9:40-10:15 a.m.

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church
Rev. Randy Fronek

Locust Street, Sublette
Phone 815-849-5412

Saturday Mass - 4:00 p.m.
Sunday Mass -10:30 a.m.

Wednesday - 8:00 a.m.
Thursday - 8:30 a.m.

Refuge Church
Pastor John Kalebaugh

Mendota Hills Campground • 642 Rt. 52
Amboy, IL 61310 • 815-849-5930

10 a.m. Sunday, potluck follows

Harmon United Methodist Church
Pastor Leanne Keate

202 N. Grove, Harmon
Phone 359-7302

Worship - 8:30 a.m.

Other important protec-
tive steps include COVID-19 
testing, especially if visiting 
someone at risk for severe 
disease; enhanced ventilation 
at gatherings; and good hand 
hygiene. And if you are sick, 
stay home and consult with 
your provider about whether 
you need one of the effective 
treatments that are available. 
A high-quality mask or res-
pirator is also recommended 
and will protect you from 
COVID-19, the flu and other 
respiratory viruses. Our hope 
is for Illinoisians across our 
state to have a happy and 
healthy holiday season.”

Dr. Vohra stressed that 
those who test positive for 
COVID-19 should immedi-
ately contact their healthcare 
provider to discuss whether 
they need treatment with one 
of the effective antiviral med-
ications, Paxlovid, Lagverio 
and Remdesivir. All of these 
have been found to work 
against the current strains of 
the virus.

Access to tests and treat-
ments can be found at the 
following test to treat site or 
by contacting your provider 
for treatment options, within 
5 days of feeling ill.

IDPH is helping Illinois-
ans prepare for the fall and 
winter surge of COVID-19 
cases by offering 1 million 
free COVID-19 rapid antigen 
tests to Illinois residents in all 

zip codes outside the City of 
Chicago through a partner-
ship with the Rockefeller 
Foundation’s public charity, 
RF Catalytic Capital and its 
Project ACT (Access COVID 
Tests) program.

On Dec.  9, the CDC ex-
panded its authorization for 
bivalent boosters to include 
children aged 6 months 
to 5 years. Children ages 
6 months through 5 years 
who previously completed 
a Moderna primary series 
can now receive a Moderna 
bivalent booster 2 months 
after their final primary series 
dose. Children ages 6 months 
through 4 years who are 
completing a Pfizer primary 
series will receive a Pfizer 
bivalent vaccine as their third 
primary dose.

A total of 1,712 individu-
als in Illinois were reported 
to be in the hospital with 
COVID-19. Of those, 211 
patients were in the ICU and 
63 patients with COVID-19 
were on ventilators. The pre-
liminary seven-day statewide 
case rate is 183 COVID-19 
cases per 100,000 Illinoisans.

The CDC recommends 
the following measures for 
people in areas that are rated 
at High Community Level 
for COVID-19 transmission:

• Wear a well-fitting mask 
indoors in public, regardless 
of vaccination status (includ-
ing in K-12 schools and other 

indoor community settings)
• If you are immunocom-

promised or high risk for 
severe disease

o Wear a mask or respi-
rator that provides you with 
greater protection

o Consider avoiding 
non-essential indoor activi-
ties in public where you could 
be exposed

o Talk to your healthcare 
provider about whether you 
need to take other precautions

o Have a plan for rapid 
testing if needed (e.g., hav-
ing home tests or access to 
testing)

o IF YOU TEST POSI-
TIVE: Talk to your healthcare 
provider about whether you 
are a candidate for treatments 
like oral antivirals, and mono-
clonal antibodies

• If you have household or 
social contact with someone 
at high risk for severe disease

o consider self-testing 
to detect infection before 
contact

o consider wearing a mask 
when indoors with them

• Stay up to date with 
COVID-19 vaccines and 
boosters

• Maintain improved ven-
tilation throughout indoor 
spaces when possible

Vaccination is the key to 
ending this pandemic. To 
find a COVID-19 vaccination 
location near you, go to www.
vaccines.gov.

COVID continued from page A1

BBB alert: 12 scams of Christmas
ROCKFORD – As we near the end of 

2022, scams targeting the public continue 
to cause trouble. Consumers should watch 
out for fraudulent schemes threatening their 
cash and stealing personal information. Better 
Business Bureau (BBB) has a naughty list 
with the top 12 scams of the Holidays that 
are most likely to catch consumers and do-
nors off guard during this season. “Many of 
the scams on this list are facilitated through 
emails and social media platforms; however, 
it is social media where people are the most 
vulnerable,” says Dennis Horton, director of 
the Rockford Regional Office of the BBB. 

Be mindful of these scams that could 
cut into your holiday cheer and our tips to 
avoid them:

1. Misleading social media ads: As you 
scroll through your social media feed, you 
often see items for sale from a business. 
Sometimes the business even claims to 
support a charity to get you to order, or 
they offer a free trial. BBB Scam Tracker 
receives reports of people paying for items 
they never receive, getting charged monthly 
for a free trial they never signed up for, or 
receiving an item that is counterfeit or much 
different from the one advertised. The 2022 
BBB Online Scams Report found that online 
purchase scams were the most common cons 
reported to Scam Tracker and the category 
with the most victims. 

2. Social media gift exchanges: This 
scheme pops back up each holiday season, 
and this year is no different. A newer version 
of this scam revolves around exchanging 
bottles of wine; another suggests purchasing 
$10 gifts online. Another twist asks you to 
submit your email to a list where partici-
pants get to pick a name and send money to 
strangers to “pay it forward.” There is even 
a twist about “Secret Santa Dog,” where you 
buy a $10 gift for your “secret dog.” In all 
of these versions, participants unwittingly 
share their personal information and those 
of their family members and friends. They 
are tricked into buying and shipping gifts or 
money to unknown individuals. And-- it’s an 
illegal pyramid scheme. 

3. Holiday apps: Apple’s App Store and 
Google Play list dozens of holiday-themed 
apps where children can video chat live with 
Santa, light the menorah, watch Santa feed 
live reindeer, track his sleigh on Christmas 
Eve, or relay their holiday wish lists. Review 
privacy policies to see what information will 
be collected. Be wary of free apps, as they 
can sometimes contain more advertising than 
apps that require a nominal fee. Free apps can 
also contain malware.

4. Alerts about compromised accounts: 
BBB has been receiving reports on Scam 
Tracker about a con claiming your Amazon, 
PayPal, Netflix, or bank account has been 
compromised. Victims receive an email, call, 
or text message explaining that there has been 
suspicious activity on one of their accounts. It 
further urges them to take immediate action 
to prevent the account from being compro-
mised. Be extra cautious about unsolicited 
calls, emails, and texts.

5. Free gift cards: Nothing brings good 
cheer like the word “FREE.” Scammers 
have been known to take advantage of this 
weakness by sending bulk phishing emails 
requesting personal information to receive 
free gift cards. In some of these emails, 
scammers impersonate legitimate companies 

like Starbucks and promise gift cards to loyal 
customers that have been supporting their 
business throughout the pandemic. Some 
pop-up ads or text messages say you were 
selected as the prize winner. If you have 
received an unsolicited email with gift card 
offers, do not open it. Instead, mark it as Spam 
or Junk. However, do not click on any links 
if you opened the email.

6. Temporary holiday jobs: Retailers 
typically hire seasonal workers to help meet 
the demands of holiday shoppers. These 
jobs are a great way to make extra money, 
sometimes with the possibility of turning 
into a long-term employment opportunity. 
However, job seekers need to be wary of 
employment scams aimed at stealing money 
and personal information from job applicants. 
Keep an eye out for opportunities that seem 
too good to be true.

7. Look-alike websites: The holiday 
season brings endless emails offering deals, 
sales, and bargains. Be wary of emails with 
links enclosed. Some may lead to look-alike 
websites created by scammers to trick people 
into downloading malware, making dead-end 
purchases, and sharing private information. 
If you are uncertain about the email, do not 
click any links.

8. Fake charities: Typically, 40% of all 
charitable donations are received during 
the last few weeks of the year. Donors are 
advised to look out for fraudulent charities 
and scammers pretending to be individuals 
in need. Avoid impromptu donation decisions 
to unfamiliar organizations. Responsible 
organizations will welcome a gift tomorrow 
as much as they do today. Verify a charity at 
BBB’s Give.org website. Where possible, 
please donate to the charity through their 
website and use a credit card. 

9. Fake shipping notifications: More 
consumers are making purchases online, 
and there is also an increase in the number 
of notifications about shipping details from 
retailers and carriers. Scammers are using 
this new surge to send phishing emails with 
links enclosed that may allow unwanted ac-
cess to your private information or download 
malware onto your device.

10. Pop-up holiday virtual events: This 
year, many local in-person events, such as 
pop-up holiday markets or craft fairs, have 
moved online. Scammers are creating fake 
event pages, social media posts, and emails, 
charging admission for what used to be a 
free event. The goal is to steal credit card 
information. Confirm with the organizer of 
the event if there is an admission fee.

11. Top holiday Wishlist items: Low or 
ridiculously-priced luxury goods, jewelry, 
designer clothing, and electronics are always 
cheap counterfeits and knockoffs. Be very 
cautious when considering purchasing these 
high-value items from individuals through 
social sites. 

12. Puppy scams: Many families, especial-
ly those with children, may be considering 
adding a furry friend to their household this 
year. However, you could fall victim to pet 
scams, which are on the rise this year. Re-
quest to see the pet in person before making 
a purchase.

For more information If you’ve spotted 
a scam (whether or not you’ve lost money), 
report it to BBB ScamTracker. 

Visit BBB.org or follow us @ChicagoBBB 
on social media. 



AMBOY NEWS • SEC A • PAGE 5WEDNESDAY, DEC. 21, 2022

SOCIAL NEWS
The Book Nook

By:
Tatjana Kazan

SCREWBALLS TO THE RESCUE

Don’t Miss 
An Issue!
Have you moved? 

Are you planning a move? 
Going someplace warm for 

the winter?

Don’t forget to call the Amboy 
News and let us know your 

new mailing address.

Call Tonja at 815-857-2311

245 E. Main Street 
PO BOX 162, Amboy IL 61310

815-857-2311

10042017Amboy Community Center
280 W. Wasson Road  • 1-815-963-1609, reservations

12
21

20
22

A United Way Agency

Senior Dining Menu
December 26-30

8 oz. of low-fat milk served with each meal

Monday – Closed
Tuesday – Polish sausage, sauerkraut, potato wedges, baked 
beans, applesauce and wgr hot do bun
Wednesday – Meatball sub on wgr roll, peas and carrots, seasoned 
potato wedges, diced peaches
Thursday – A). Turkey burger wgr wheat bun, sweet potato fries, 
broccoli, apple crisp B). Tuna salad/chicken rice
Friday – Hot ham and cheese wgr wheat bun, tator tots, baked 
beans, chilled applesauce

Reservations needed
10:00 am day before

Meals served
Mon.-Fri. at 11:00 am

Fully Guided Tours Since 1952

9 Day Tour. 
Includes All Meals,  
All Hotels, and All Activities.

Hike in jungle rainforests, view 
volcanoes, soak in hot springs, cruise 
biological reserves and relax on tropical 
ocean beaches. Join the smart shoppers 
and experienced travelers.

1-800-CARAVAN 
Caravan.com

Costa Rica 
$995

Choose a Guided Tour + tax, fees
Costa Rica 9 days $995
Panama 8 days $995
Guatemala 8 days $995
Mexico 
- Ancient Civ. 9 days $995
- Copper Canyon 8 days $1295
“ Brilliant,  
 Affordable Pricing ” 
 Arthur Frommer,  
 Travel Editor

Joe McConville, Designated Managing Broker
612 S. Main St., Mendota • 815-539-5673

E-mail: office@mcconvillerealty.com 
mcconvillerealtymendota@gmail.com
Website: www.mcconvillerealty.com

Mendota, IL Restaurant with  
Apartment Rental Income For Sale

 Great investment property in downtown Mendota, IL. 
Established and thriving restaurant/bar. Four apartments with 
$1,875.00 monthly income. Banquet room for private parties with 
restroom. Lots of updates. Great opportunity awaits. 

Call McConville Realty for all the amenities. 

815-539-5142
northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com

Authorized Contractor. NRCA • BBB

Leak-Proof...
Guaranteed!

705 Illinois Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

TF
N

In “Dead Lions” (2013) Mick Herron is not averse 
to borrowing the most famous hunt in spy thrillers 
from John le Carré’s “Tinker Tailor Soldier Spy” and 

putting his own stamp on it. It’s been over thirty years since 
the Soviet Union’s demise, but “it was always handy to have 
a supply of expendable Russians on the books. Apart from 
anything else, you never knew when the wheel would spin 
again, bringing the world back where it started. The Cold 
War was the natural state of affairs.”

In Herron’s comic version of the old game, the plot twists 
are clever enough to rarely meet our expectations. His spies are 
anything but stellar specimens of the UK’s Security Service 
(MI5). In fact, they are the slow horses, men and women who 
have committed career-ending mistakes and are consequently 
relegated to Slough House, a shabby purgatory of a place. 
Presiding over these misfits is coarse, quarrelsome Jackson 
Lamb, who nevertheless has the instincts and intelligence 
of le Carré’s George Smiley. One of the pleasures of “Dead 
Lions” is Herron’s gift for creating memorable characters. 

The plot is set in motion when retired, Soviet-era spook 
Dickie Bow is found dead on a bus far from home. Lamb is 
convinced Bow was murdered. When he finds Bow’s phone 
on the bus with the message “Cicada,” he sets the slow horses 
in motion. Cicadas, who appear aboveground every seven-
teen years, clearly suggest a Russian sleeper cell in England. 
Someone has decided to wake them, but to what end. Lamb 
sends River Cartwright, the golden boy of Slough House, to 
Upshott in the Cotswolds, to find out. Online the Cotswolds 
are described as being “famous for their typically English 
landscape of lovely green rolling hills, stone walls, woodland 
and charming little towns and villages.” Not a place to be 
awakened from. Cartwright finds out otherwise.

A parallel plotline has two spies, Luisa Guy and Nim 
Harper, babysit a visiting Russian oligarch. Luisa and Nim 
are lovers, and their story, especially Luisa’s, is the heart of 
the novel. When irascible Shirley Dander, a new slow horse, 
races to find the Russian goons protecting the oligarch, “she 
registered plenty of bald men, baldness being as much fashion 
statement as male tragedy these days.” All of the slow horses 
make mistakes, imperiling themselves and the mission, but 
Catherine Standish, Lamb’s right hand, manages to keep the 
balls in the air. Over peppermint tea she reflects “about life’s 
edges being planed away until you could see clear past them 
into whatever came next because whatever came next, it was 
best to assume the worst.”  [“Dead Lions,” unabridged, is 
available for free on YouTube.]

A.C.O. CHRISTMAS PARTY
Amboy Civic Organization members and their guests enjoyed their annual Christmas Party on Tuesday, Dec. 13, at the 

Long Branch Saloon. For those unfamiliar with the ACO, the group is an Amboy-based social club, open to women and 
men supporting community events and especially the Pankhurst Memorial Library.  

Courtesy photos

The Chocolate 
Rendezvous returns 
in February 2023

DIXON — Sauk Valley Community College will host The 
Chocolate Rendezvous on Saturday, Feb. 11, 2023, from 6 
to 9 p.m. on the SVCC Campus.

You are cordially invited to the Sauk Valley Community 
College’s Chocolate Rendezvous. This premiere, “red” tie 
event includes more than 100 decadent chocolates and des-
serts, liquor and wine tastings, gourmet appetizers and three 
forms of live entertainment. 

Chocolate Rendezvous tickets include all of this plus 
three top-shelf beverages, a complimentary shuttle service to 
the entrance of the Dillon Mall, and viewing of a fireworks 
show. Tickets are $95 per person and VIP tickets are $150 per 
person. The VIP tickets are limited and include early event 
access at 5 p.m., specialty cocktails, private buffet and bar, 
premier parking, seating and viewing, plus a complimentary 
small gift bottle of liquor from Kennay Farms Distilling.

All proceeds from The Chocolate Rendezvous benefit 
SVCC’s Impact Program. The SVCC Impact Program allows 
students in the college’s district to earn tuition for up to three 
years at Sauk Valley Community College.

For more information, or to buy your tickets for the Feb. 
11 Chocolate Rendezvous event, visit svcc.edu/chocolate or 
call 815-835-6329.  

RECYCLE!  RECYCLE! 
RECYCLE! 

SPRINGFIELD – With the holidays in full swing, Illinois 
Conservation Police officer are partnering with the Illinois 
Department of Transportation to remind motorists about the 
dangers of 

From Dec. 16 through Jan. 2, law enforcement across 
Illinois will step up enforcement efforts with a high-visibility 
“Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over” and “Drive High, Get a 
DUI” traffic safety campaign.

“We want everyone in our communities to enjoy the holi-
days without worrying about the dangers of impaired drivers,” 
said Illinois Conservation Police Lt. Curt Lewis. “During the 
campaign, you can expect to see extra safety patrols. We will 
show zero tolerance for alcohol- and drug-impaired driving 
to help ensure everyone makes it to and from their holiday 
festivities safely.”

According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Ad-
ministration’s (NHTSA) Fatality Analysis Reporting System, 
11,654 people were killed in motor vehicle crashes involving 
an alcohol-impaired driver in 2020. On average, more than 

10,000 people were killed each year from 2016to 2020, 
with one person killed in an alcohol-related crash every 45 
minutes in 2020.

Before the holiday fun begins, make a plan for a sober 
ride home and remember these tips.

Designate a sober driver or make a plan to use public 
transportation or a ride-sharing service to get home safely.

If available, use your community’s sober ride.
If you see an impaired driver on the road, pull over and 

contact 911.
Have a friend who is about to drive impaired? Take the 

keys away and make arrangements to get them home safely. 
They’ll thank you later.

Always buckle up!
The holiday enforcement campaign is administered by 

IDOT with federal highway safety funds managed by NHTSA.

Drive merry, bright and sober 
this holiday season

If the flag box at Veteran’s 
Park is full, please bring 

your flag to City Hall.
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Opinion Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or   
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of 
the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances ~ The First Amendment

By Scott Reeder

Guest Column

ON THIS DAY IN HISTORY

Something to Say?
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The Amboy News encourages responsible letters to the 
editor on subjects of interest to our readers. Editing may be 
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but 
ideas will not be altered.

The limit is 300 words. Letters exceeding this will either be 
edited to fit or not published. The deadline for letters is noon 
on Friday.

Letter writers may only have two letters published per month, 
and the letters will be published on non-consecutive weeks. 
Letters are printed on a space-available basis.

All letters must bear the handwritten signature of the writer 
and include address and phone number or e-mail address for 
verification purposes. Neither the street address nor phone 
number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly hand-
written, and no anonymous letters will be published. 

Any comments of public officials should be limited to issues 
related strictly to their position or actions made in office, as 
personal attacks will not be published. Letters involving private 
disputes between the writer and a business or individual will 
not be published.

Political endorsements will be published, however letters 
from candidates endorsing themselves will not be printed.

Letters may be dropped at the Amboy News office, 245 
E. Main Street, mailed to the Amboy News at PO Box 162, 
Amboy, IL 61310, or emailed to tgreenfield@amboynews.com

The Amboy News reserves the right to edit or reject any 
letter to the editor for any reason, and letters chosen for pub-
lication do not necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper, 
its management and or ownership.

advertiSing Policy
The Amboy News is in no way responsible for errors in 

copy furnished by the Customer. Adjustment or republica-
tion in the next available issue will be made for that amount 
of space involved in errors resulting from failure of the Am-
boy News to correct errors plainly noted on proof. Custom-
ers shall notify the Amboy News of errors in time for correc-
tion before the second insertion. 

The Amboy News shall not be liable to the Customer for 
any loss that results from the incorrect publication of its ad-
vertising. The Customer agrees to assume responsibility for 
all errors in copy proofread by Customer when the adver-
tisement printed corresponds to the returned proof.

OFFICE HOURS
8 a.m. - 4 p.m., 

Monday, Tuesday
8 a.m. - noon on Friday

.Closed Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday, 
Sunday and major holidays.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Lee, Bureau and LaSalle Counties
         1 year    manual pay   $46.00

            auto pay       $43.00
 10 weeks   manual pay      $10.50

               auto pay           $9.50
Non-local

  1 year       manual pay      $50.00                                    
auto pay      $47.00

 10 weeks   manual pay      $11.75
auto pay      $11.00

An ambulance arrived at a U.S. sen-
ator’s house recently and hauled 
his 14-year-old daughter away for 

self-inflicted stab wounds. 
When I read that news report earlier this 

month, I just cringed. 
That child didn’t choose to be a politician’s 

daughter. And her problems shouldn’t be ex-
hibited in the news media for all the world to 
discuss. Fortunately, the staff of the senator, 
who represents a southwestern state, said her 
wounds were not life threatening. 

Most every news report I’ve read identified 
the child and her father. 

I’m sorry, that’s a line I won’t cross. 
News organizations shouldn’t write about the 

travails of politicians’ children unless it would 
otherwise be newsworthy or the parent misuses 
their power to get the kid out of trouble. 

I have three daughters ages 12, 14 and 17. It’s never been 
easy to be a teenager and its especially hard when you have 
a parent who holds elective office. Your life is in a fishbowl. 

Don’t believe me? Well, during every election cycle, I 
receive phone calls from people telling me about the alleged 
transgressions of the children of politicians.

Yes, every election. 
Sometimes the folks who make these calls are political 

operatives. But often they are ordinary people wanting to feel 
better about their own screwed up family by pointing out the 
faults in someone else’s.

This year, I received a call from a member of a prominent 
Democratic family who reported that the son of two Repub-
lican officeholders was ticketed for underage drinking when 
he was a high school student. 

I looked up the case, found that the judicial system treated 

the young man like just about everyone else and 
declined to do a story. 

A few years ago, the son of a prominent 
Springfield politician was arrested on a minor 
drug charge. I was sitting at the kitchen table 
reading about the arrest in the city’s daily news-
paper when my sister in-law, who had taught 
the young man, began hollering, “You’d better 
not write a story about him. He’s a good kid!”

I replied that I didn’t consider it newsworthy. 
In fact, I believe the competing newspaper’s 
reporting to be gratuitously cruel. Still, my 
sister in-law eyed me with a bit of suspicion. 

When one news organization does some-
thing, often everyone in the industry gets painted 
with the same broad brush.

When I was a young reporter in Galveston, 
Texas, the son of a judge was arrested for stalking 
his ex-girlfriend. During the preliminary hear-

ing, the defendant’s father, who was sitting in the back of 
the courtroom, rose and addressed the presiding judge as a 
“friend of the court.” He asked for leniency for his son from 
a fellow member of the judiciary.

I reported the entire incident because it struck me that his 
father was misusing his influence to see that his son received 
preferential treatment.

In 1991, when I was reporter in Iowa, the 16-year-old son 
of Gov. Terry Branstadt was driving home from his part-time 
job when he was involved in a head-on collision that killed 
two people.

A two-person fatality would normally warrant a short 
story with the names of everyone involved. Ultimately, Eric 
Branstad was ticketed for improper lane usage and fined $15.

In the end, media reporting allowed voters to decide whether 
the prosecutor in the case handled the matter appropriately. 

When I was a legislative reporter, a state senator I covered 
adopted a troubled boy who had been a ward of the state. It 
can’t be easy to be raising a kid in an environment where 
everyone knows your family’s business.

For years, I would receive phone calls from the senator’s 
political adversaries about his boy’s latest transgressions. 
The malicious calls were an effort to hurt the senator by 
attacking his child.

I never printed any of the assertions. Why? Because the 
child isn’t the one holding public office and none of us get to 
choose our parents. Besides that, it’s got to be hell to be raised 
in an environment where everyone knows your mistakes.

In 2007, the son took his own life. I was glad I never re-
ported on any of his transgressions.  My conscience is clear.  

Ronald Reagan’s daughter Patti Davis once wrote in the 
Washington Post: “Unfortunately, for political sons and 
daughters, the fear of how you will be perceived as you 
go about your life, as you pursue your dreams and goals, 
underlies everything. It’s a toxic way to live. You have to 
constantly second-guess yourself, as in, ‘If I were anyone 
else, this would be a great opportunity, but it’s probably just 
being offered because of who my father is, and even if it 
isn’t, it could look that way.’”

No one should be forced to live that way.
Scott Reeder, a staff writer for Illinois Times, can be 

reached at sreeder@illinoistimes.com.

The alleged transgressions of the children of politicians

100 Years Ago
Dec. 15, 1922

Rev. B.A. Dickens of Mt. 
Morris died after an extended 
illness. He had been preach-
ing for more than 40 years in 
the Rock River Conference 
of the Methodist Church. Mr. 
Dickens was born and raised 
to early manhood in Amboy. 
He was a son of the late 
A.N. Dickens and nephew 
of Charles Dickens, famous 
novelist.

The grain elevator at the 
Walton Co-operative Com-
pany was destroyed by fire 
losing about 4,000 bushels 
of wheat, corn and oats. 

Now open for business 
– The American Restaurant 
– Hurd & Dull, Proprietors, 
first door north of Gridley’s 
Grocery on Jones Street. The 
best of steaks, chops, chop 
suey and oriental dishes. Fea-
turing a businessman’s lunch 
from 11-2 for 40 cents.  ¬ 

75 Years Ago
Dec. 18, 1947

Amboy’s volunteer fire-
men were called to Long-
man’s Garage when an 
automobile caught fire. The 
blaze did little damage and 
had been extinguished before 
the firemen arrived. 

Trial-buy a Schick Super 
electric shaver at Gambles. 
Try it for 10 days, if not 
satisfied, get every penny of 
your money back!

50 Years Ago

Dec. 21, 1972
Eureka College students 

have pledged Greek social 
organizations at the comple-
tion of Rush Week activities. 
Pledging Lambda Chi Alpha 
was Gary Jones, a freshman 
from Amboy.

Amboy High School var-
sity boys basketball will host 
its first Holiday Tournament 
December 27-29. Eight teams 
will compete. 

The Ben Franklin Store 
advertised live poinsettia 
plants for $2.99 each.

25 Years Ago
Dec. 18, 1997

City Clerk Darlene Hinkle 
was recently named Amboy’s 
Citizen of the Year for 1997. 
In making the presentation, 
Mayor Hank Gerdes noted 
Hinkle’s extensive involve-
ment in the community, 
including church, civic and 
other activities. Hinkle will 
have her name permanently 
engraved on a plaque that is 
displayed in City Hall.

Just in time for Christmas, 
gasoline prices in Illinois 
have dropped to their lowest 
levels in two years, according 
to the AAA-Chicago Motor 
Club’s December Fuel Gauge 
survey. These declining 
prices contrast with a period 
of rising costs one year ago. 
The average gallon of gas is 
selling for 17 cents lower than 
December 1996. A gallon of 
self-serve unleaded regular 
in Illinois outside of Cook 
County averages $1.17 per 
gallon.
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LOCAL NEWS

815-284-3371
Your Home for COVID-19 

Information, 
Resources & Response... 

And So Much More!
Grant funds were provided for this project by IDPH

As the year ends, we at Leffelman & Associates have a tradition of reflecting on the past year in our 
Christmas Card to you. Looking back at our reflections from past years, things have changed a lot! For 
example, on our 2019 card, we began it with this sentence, “As the US prepares to enter its 125th month 
of economic expansion – the longest in history – and the American stock markets remain near all-time 
highs, the Midwest is fighting the elements.”   Wow! Things look quite different than what they did 3 
years ago! Our farmers have had one of the best crop years ever, but our economy is not so good, to put 
it mildly. To quote Anne Murray’s song, “We sure could use a little good news today!”   As we’ve said 
before, we feel blessed to be in our little corner of the world where we all come together to support each 
other.  Please continue to support local businesses so we can keep our little corner of the world alive and 
flourishing. Our product is financial security, and we are here to protect our customers. So, this Christ-
mas Card goes out to you with heartfelt prayers from all of us, that you and your families will have a 
warm and wonderful Christmas and a new year filled with health and happiness.

May the Christmas Spirit be with you & your family today 
& throughout the New Year! 

Our Family Protecting Your FamilyOur Family Protecting Your Family

12
19

20
22

Front: Rose and Larry Leffelman
Back: Mary Reglin, Julie Burkardt, Lexi Willey, Chris  Klein,  

Riley Klein, Karli Althaus, Lisa Quest

Teen Turf  has been 
blessed with a check from 
Green River Community 
Fund. This money will 
help fund the building that 
will house much needed 
furniture for those in 
need. Fingers crossed, the 
building should be installed 
tomorrow.  Pictured above 
are some of our kids from 
Teen Turf along with Mrs. 
Piper, left, and Mrs. Burke, 
back right, who presented 
the check to Teen Turf.

Courtesy photos

NEW BUILDING

The Amboy Lions Club recently donated $500 to the Amboy Fire Department for their 
annual food drive. Pictured are Amboy Lion Jim Travi, Les Shaw, Betty Shaw, Amboy Lion 
Dave Kemp.  The Lions donation to the food drive is an annual event.

Courtesy photo

LIONS DONATE TO FOOD DRIVE
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Amboy Deli  HoursAmboy Deli  Hours
Mon-Sat 7  a.m. – 7  p.m.Mon-Sat 7  a.m. – 7  p.m.

Sun 8 a.m. – 6 p.m.Sun 8 a.m. – 6 p.m.

242 E. Main Street, Amboy IL. 61310

815-857-7020
Now Accepting EBT Link Now Accepting EBT Link 

Cards and WICCards and WIC

Grocery delivery for disabled & 
senior citizens - in town only.

Winter Hours
Monday-Saturday, 7am-9pm

Sunday, 8am-8pm

AMBOY FOOD & LIQUORAMBOY FOOD & LIQUORBLOCKS FRESH MARKETBLOCKS FRESH MARKET
199 Maple Place, Hampshire, IL, 60140

847-683-2531
Now Accepting EBT Now Accepting EBT 
Link Cards and WICLink Cards and WIC

Store Hours:
Monday-Saturday 

7 a.m. – 9 p.m.
Sunday 

8 a.m. – 7 p.m.

Meat Dept Hours:

Daily
8 a.m. – 7 p.m.

WEEKLY SPECIALS

HOT BUYS

Now Delivering For Seniors In Town!

Sale goes through Nov. 1, 2022  |  Misprints will not be honored

See Us for Your Special Meat Orders!
Sale Prices Valid Oct. 26-Nov. 1 – Limited Quantities – While Supplies Last

PRODUCE & WEEKLY SPECIALS

Sale goes through Dec.27, 2022

Sale Prices Valid Dec. 21-27 – Limited Quantities – While Supplies Last

AMBOY 
DELI

2/$4 $4.99/ea. $0.79/lb. $0.89/ea.

Southern 
Yams

$4.99/ea.

Halos Clementines 
3 lb. bag
 

$$669999 $$889999/lb./lb.
Reg. Price $15.99/lb.

Ham and  
Bacon Wrap

$249 ea.

Daisy Sour 
Cream 
16 oz 

Reg. Price $2.99 ea. $249 ea.

Stove Top Stuffing
4 oz Assorted

Reg. Price $2.99 ea.

$299 ea.
Reg. Price $4.59 ea. $349 ea.

Reddi Whipped 
Topping
6.5 oz. 

Reg. Price $3.99 ea. $499 ea.Reg. Price $6.49 ea.

$599 ea.

Hellman’s Mayo
30 oz 

Reg. Price $8.99 ea.

$449 ea. Reg. Price $4.99 ea.

$399 ea.

Marie Callendar’s 
Pie
14-15 oz

Reg. Price $4.49 ea.$399 ea.Reg. Price $4.99 ea.$249 ea. Reg. Price $3.09 ea.

Navel Oranges 
4 lb. bag

Jack’s Pizza 
Assorted

AMBOY 
DELI

Plain Chicken Plain Chicken 
Breast Breast 

Dean’s Dip 
16 oz 

U.S.D.A. New 
York Strip SteakAMBOY 

DELI

Fisher Chopped 
Walnuts
10 oz.

Kraft Dressing
14-16 oz Assorted

AMBOY 
DELI

$1.69/ea.

Pineapple 

$1.99/ea.

Whole or Sliced 
Mushrooms 
8 oz.

 

Celery Sleeve 

U.S.D.A. Beef U.S.D.A. Beef 
Angus Prime Rib Angus Prime Rib 
Must be Preordered - LAST WEEK!

Reg. Price $4.99/lb.

AMBOY 
DELI

$$119999/lb./lb.

Coffeemate 
Creamer
32 oz Assorted

Reg. Price $17.99/lb.

Lay’s Chips 
4-8 oz Excludes Party  
or Family Size 

$$12129999/lb./lb.

Idaho Potatoes 
3 lb. bag

 

Bananas

$1.99/ea.

$$229999/lb./lb.

$$339999/lb./lb. Bone-In BBQ  
Pork Chops

Bone-In Pork Bone-In Pork 
Chops - PlainChops - Plain

Reg. Price $4.99/lb.

OR
Reg. Price $3.99/lb.

$$339999/lb./lb.
Reg. Price $4.99/lb.

AMBOY 
DELI

Ground Beef Ground Beef 

$299 ea. Reg. Price $4.59 ea.
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SPORTS

Amboy Community Unit 
School District #272

Dec. 22 to Jan. 4 –  
No School

 
Tuesday, Dec. 27
AHS Girls Basketball (H) 
Holiday Tournament-TBA
AHS Varsity Boys 
Basketball @ Eastland 
Tournament-TBA
 
Wednesday, Dec. 28
AHS Girls Basketball (H) 
Holiday Tournament-TBA
AHS Varsity Boys 
Basketball @ Eastland 
Tournament-TBA

 
Thursday, Dec. 29
AHS Girls Basketball (H) 
Holiday Tournament-TBA
AHS Varsity Boys 
Basketball @ Eastland 
Tournament-TBA
 
Friday, Dec. 30
AHS Girls Basketball (H) 
Holiday Tournament-TBA

323 W Main St., Amboy $138,000
This ranch style home is ready for you to move into! Large back yard with concrete patio to entertain and relax 
by a fire. Features include 3 bedrooms, 1 bath, all appliances stay, central air and heat, family room in the 
basement and workshop area. Call today for a showing!

www.Erbes-Realty.com

LORI ERBES, GRI 
Designated Managing Broker

Over 30 years experience
 lorierbes@gmail.com

815-535-6295
12192022

REDUCED

Clipper Levi Near placed second at the Stillman Valley 
wrestling tournament on Saturday.

Photo courtesy of Elizabeth Bontz

SECOND PLACE FOURTH PLACE
Clipper Lucas Blanton placed fourth at the Stillman 

Valley wrestling tournament on Saturday.
Photo courtesy of Elizabeth Bontz

THIRD PLACE
Clipper Landon Blanton placed third at the Stillman 

Valley wrestling tournament on Saturday.
Photo courtesy of Elizabeth Bontz

STILLMAN VALLEY – Amboy’s wrestlers participat-
ed in the 13-team Stillman Valley Holiday Tournament on 
Dec. 17.

In varsity action, Levi Near finished second for the Clippers 
in the 132-pound weight class. He won two of three match-
es. Landon Blanton took third-place honors at 113 pounds, 
claiming three out of four matches. At 160 pounds, Lucas 
Blanton posted a 3-2 record and finished in fourth place.

Chase Montavon (120) and Josh McKendry (138) also 
competed for Amboy.

In the junior varsity tournament, Austin Heath represented 
the Clippers at 152 pounds.

Stillman Valley Holiday Tournament
(varsity)
113 pounds – Landon Blanton (A) dec. Smith (Wheaton 

Academy), 9-2; Rice (Dundee-Crown) pinned Blanton, 0:38; 
Blanton (A) dec. McNew (Genoa-Kingston), 5-4; Blanton 
(A) pinned Smith (Wheaton Academy), 5:46

120 pounds – Whitehead (Winnebago) pinned Chase 
Montavon (A), 1:52; Gibson (Princeton) pinned Montavon 
(A), 0:52

132 pounds – Levi Near (A) pinned Velazquez (Dundee-
Crown), 1:23; Near (A) dec. Jones (Wheaton Academy), 8-3; 
Christiansen (Princeton) dec. Near (A), 12-1

138 pounds – Josh McKendry (A) pinned Pittman (Stillman 
Valley), 1:35; Halverson (Oregon) pinned McKendry (A), 
0:36; McKendry (A) pinned Sawicki (Dundee-Crown), 3:55; 
Kazmierczak (Wheaton Academy) dec. McKendry (A), 16-0

160 – Gavina (Dundee-Crown) pinned Lucas Blanton 
(A), 3:43; Blanton (A) pinned Baker (Marengo), 3:22; 
Blanton (A) pinned Gochis (Kaneland), 1:49; Blanton (A) 

def. Carnes (Lisle), injury default; Gavina (Dundee-Crown) 
dec. Blanton (A), 10-4

(junior varsity)
152 pounds – Austin Heath (A) pinned Turner (Mendota, 

0:48; Heath (A) pinned Larson (Johnsburg), 0:54; Ridolfi 
(Kaneland) pinned Heath (A), 1:25; Jordan (Mendota) pinned 
Heath (A), 4:56

The Clippers are coached by Brent Monatvon,  Brian 
Appleman  and Trevor Janssen.

Amboy next meet was on Dec. 20 at Oregon. They will 
host a home meet on Dec. 21, against  Marquette, Riverdale, 
and Kewanee, starting at 5:30 p.m.

Clippers compete at Stillman Valley tourney

Email news items to 
tgreenfield@

amboynews.com

The Amboy News will have early The Amboy News will have early 
deadlines due to Christmas deadlines due to Christmas 

and New Year.and New Year.
The Amboy News will have early deadlines due The Amboy News will have early deadlines due 

to Christmas and New Year.to Christmas and New Year.
For the Dec. 28, 2022 edition, the advertising and For the Dec. 28, 2022 edition, the advertising and 

editorial deadline is Friday, Dec. 23, 2022, at 9 a.m.editorial deadline is Friday, Dec. 23, 2022, at 9 a.m.
For the Jan. 4, 2023 edition, the advertising and For the Jan. 4, 2023 edition, the advertising and 

editorial deadline is Friday, Dec. 30, 2022, at 9 a.m.editorial deadline is Friday, Dec. 30, 2022, at 9 a.m.

The Amboy News will be closed on Monday, The Amboy News will be closed on Monday, 
Dec. 26, 2022 and reopen at 8 a.m., on Tuesday, Dec. 26, 2022 and reopen at 8 a.m., on Tuesday, 
Dec. 27, 2022 in observance of Christmas.Dec. 27, 2022 in observance of Christmas.

The Amboy News will be close on Monday, The Amboy News will be close on Monday, 
Jan. 2, 2023 and reopen at 8 a.m., on Tuesday, Jan. 2, 2023 and reopen at 8 a.m., on Tuesday, 
Jan. 3, 2023, in observance of New Year.Jan. 3, 2023, in observance of New Year.

12142022

Santa Says:Santa Says:
“Subscribe and Save”“Subscribe and Save”

245 East Main Street | P.O. Box 162 | Amboy, Illinois 61310 | 815-857-2311

Special DeliverySpecial Delivery
New Subscribers Holiday 12-Month  New Subscribers Holiday 12-Month  

Subscription SpecialSubscription Special
$41.00 for Lee, Bureau and LaSalle Counties$41.00 for Lee, Bureau and LaSalle Counties

$45.00 for all other areas.$45.00 for all other areas.
Offer open to new customers or former  Offer open to new customers or former  

subscribers who have been expired for more  subscribers who have been expired for more  
than 90 days.than 90 days.

This special offer ends at noon on Dec. 30, 2022.This special offer ends at noon on Dec. 30, 2022.

Name: ______________________________________

Address: ____________________________________

City:  ______________  State:  _____ Zip:  __________

Telephone:  __________________________________

Email:  ______________________________________

11
30

20
22

The First National Bank in Amboy
Amboy • Dixon
Franklin Grove
Monroe Center
815-857-3625
www.fnbamboy.com

12
21

20
22

Girls Basketball  
Addison Pertell & Elly Jones

Boys Basketball
Wes Wilson

Wrestling
Levi Near & Landon Blanton
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LETTERS TO SANTA
First Grade at 
Central School

Dear Santa,
For Christmas this year, 

I would like a baby dog. How 
shiny is Rudolph’s nose? How 
many presents do the elves 
make in a day?

Duke

Dear Santa,
For Christmas this year, I 

would like a horse and an iPad. 
London

Dear Santa,
For Christmas this year, 

I would like a tiny ball and a 
drone? How do you deliver 
all the presents in one night?

Warren

Dear Santa,
For Christmas this year, I 

would like an electric scoot-
er. Are all of your reindeers, 
girls?

Cash

Dear Santa,
For Christmas this year, I 

would like a Nintendo Switch. 
I like your elves that make 
toys.

Destiny

Dear Santa,
For Christmas this year, I 

would like Mini bookbags and 
Mini bags.

Anne

Dear Santa,
For Christmas this year, 

I would like a ladybug doll 
and OMG-Candylicious. I like 
your hat.

Adaline

Dear Santa,
For Christmas this year, 

I would like slime. I wonder 
how the elves have magic?

Camille

Dear Santa,
For Christmas this year, 

I would like a drone. Santa, I 
love your reindeer. Is Rudolph 
real?

Leo Henkel

Dear Santa,
For Christmas this year, I 

would like Aphmau Cats. All 
of them. I like Santa’s hat.

Dahlia

Dear Santa,
For Christmas this year, I 

would like Unicorn Santa. You 
are the best, Santa.

Sera

Dear Santa, 
For Christmas this year, 

I would like snow and a LOL 
camper. Do your reindeer 
want reindeer food?

Isabel

Dear Santa,
For Christmas this year, 

I would like a Peppa Pig toy 
oven. I want a stuffed fox 
and a round ball that has LOL 
stuff in it. 

Zoey

Dear Santa,
For Christmas this year, 

I would like a Barbie. How do 
you get to the North Pole? I 
like the elves and Rudolph.

Kinsley

Mrs. Burke’s 
Third Grade 

Class

Dear Santa,
For Christmas this year, I 

want a 3D camera and purple 
roller skates. Can my mom 
and dad have something it it’s 
not to much trouble?

Emery Williams

Dear Santa,
For Christmas this year, 

I want a Play Station 5. Can 
you get my parents and 
my brother something for 
Christmas?

Brycen

Dear Santa,
For Christmas this year, I 

would like a Nintendo Switch, 
a Play Station 5, a laptop, and 
a VR headset. Thank you for 
the toys and games you get 
our family.

Jackson 

Dear Santa,
For Christmas this year, I 

would like a friendship neck-
lace for four people, slime, 
and fidgets. I’ve been very 
good this year, so can my 
mom and dad get something.

Evelyn

Dear Santa,
For Christmas this year, 

I want a hoverboard, games 
for my PS4 and Switch. Also, 
presents for my family. Oh, 
and V-bucks and Roblox.

Taiden

Dear Santa,
For Christmas this year, 

I would like a Lego set, BFF 
stuff, and Roblox. Make sure 
you give a present to my mom 
and dad.

Jazlynn

Dear Santa,
For Christmas this year, 

I want a Nintendo Switch. 
Can you give my parents 
and my little sister Christmas 
presents? 

Rudra

Dear Santa,
For Christmas this year, all 

I want is a wheel of Sharpies 
and for my family to get 
better.

Mina

Dear Santa,
For Christmas this year, I 

would like an X-Box. I would 
also like some Roblox and I 
Survived books. Could I stay 
in the third grade forever? 

Savannah

Dear Santa,
For Christmas this year, I 

want a punching bag, a desk 
for homework, and some 
chapter books. I want some 
books about sharks because 
I want to learn about sharks 
over the summer.

Eve

Dear Santa,
For Christmas this year, 

I want a Ninteno Switch, 
Oculus Guest and a LOL doll. 
I have been good this year.

Abigail

Dear Santa,
For Christmas this year, I 

would like a Pokemon stuffed 
animal and some coloring 
stuff. Can you get my mom 
something? 

Selena

Dear Santa,
For Christmas this year, 

I want a lock to lock my sis-
ters out of my room. Could 
you make it steel? Also, I 
want a truck like my dad’s 
Dodge Ram, but small like 
a remote-control car, and a 
new bike.

Oliver

Dear Santa,
For Christmas this year, 

can I please have LPS and a 
bow and arrow? Also, could 
you please get me a pink 
fox wall décor and astronaut 
toys? 

Caitlyn

Dear Santa,
For Christmas this year, I 

would like Roblox cards, I Sur-
vived books, a Vector action 
figure with a coin, and a pair 
of fuzzy socks for my mom.

Abel

Dear Santa,
For Christmas this year, 

I want a PC and a Nerf gun. 
Please have a good Christ-
mas.

Josh

Third Grade J 
Class at Central 

School

Dear Santa,
For Christmas this year, I 

want an iPad, a go-kart, and 
a remote-control car.

Jaie

Dear Santa,
For Christmas this year, I 

want a hoverboard, a makeup 
gooyle, a bubble gum ma-
chine, a headset, a sleeping 
mask, and a pony. 

Kayly Williams

Dear Santa,
For Christmas this year, I 

would like Nike white cleats, 
football cards and a football 
card case, a PS4 red con-
troller, new boots, a new 
compound bow, a new pock-
etknife, new muck boots, 

a canoe, a rap shot gun, 
shotgun pellets and arrows.

Everett

Dear Santa,
For Christmas this year, 

I want a RC car, bow and 
arrows, a baseball, a baseball 
glove, basketball, a basket-
ball hoop, a phone, and a PS5.

Liam Carter

Dear Santa,
For Christmas this year, 

I want Disney Doorables, 
Squishmallows, Mini Brands, 
Winnie the Pooh Doorables, 
and Magic Mixies. I also 
want a camera and lots of 
different slimes. I want some 
LED lights.

Ariyah Bellows

Dear Santa,
For Christmas this year, 

I want Nerf guns and Nerf 
darts, water balloons and 
water guns, new games for 
by X-Box, and a VR headset.

Aiden Meyers

Dear Santa,
For Christmas this year, 

I would like Squishmallows, 
Pokemon cards, cute paja-
mas, signs for my room, iPad, 
books to read in my room, 
Mean Girls book, Matilda 
book, Out of My Mind book, 
and slime.

Kennedi Jo Smothers

Dear Santa,
For Christmas this year, 

I want Disney Doorables, 
snow, Squishmallows, slime, 
candy, Magic Mixie, and Snow 
White Disney Doorables.

Harper Shoemaker

Dear Santa,
For Christmas this year, 

I’d like a new phone, a LOL, 
a Squishmallow, Dexter 
Squishmallow, an Apple pen-
cil, Kindle, butterly pea flower, 
and slime.

Aurora Mae Wilhite

Dear Santa,
For Christmas this year, 

I want my mom to be happy, 
dragon plushy, gingerbread 
house, a flying orb ball, kid’s 
robot toys, Kidzone DIY Race 
kid’s toy, electric ride on 
bumper vehicle, remote-con-
trol car, cotton candy, and 
slime.

Paisley Ann Kant

Dear Santa,
For Christmas this year, 

I would like a dirt bike, an 
X-Box, a new shotgun camo 
wrap, and an iPhone 14.

Tuc Bergfeld

Dear Santa,
For Christmas this year, I 

want a RC monster truck and 
a RC helicopter.

Eli Kaleel

Dear Santa,
For Christmas this year, I 

want for my mom to not have 
so much work to do and just 
to have a break.

William Muetze

Dear Santa,
For Christmas this year, 

I want an iPhone, a frog 
Squishmallow, a lot of Squish-
mallows like a mushroom 
squishy and a mystery 
squishy. I would also like 
pink drintice slime.

Aubrey Anne Kimball

Dear Santa,
For Christmas this year, I 

please want some Doorables 
like princesses. I want a 
Magic Mixie, a camera, a lot 
of Baby Yoda stuff, and some 
Airpods. 

Audree Schaefer

Dear Santa,
For Christmas this year, 

I would love if you got me 
some stuff for my baby dolls, 
please and thank you. And if 
you can get me a Squishmal-
low, that would be great.

Emmy

Third Grade R 
Class at Central 

School

Dear Santa, 
How are you? I don’t really 

want anything for Christmas. 
I just want my cousins for 
Christmas because I never 
get to see them. I want them 
to come earlier this year. 
Please let them come back.

Mila

Dear Santa,
How are you doing Santa. 

Thank you for sending gifts 
last year and everything you 
do. Can I get a doll house for 
Christmas, please?

Adisyn

Dear Santa,
Are you and Mrs. Claus 

going to have a baby soon? 
Can I please have a Hex Mad 
and Legos, please?

Griffin

Dear Santa,
Thank you for everything 

you do. I want ice skates 
or roller skates, some Play-
dough, and unicorn stuff. 

Evalyn

Dear Santa,
How are the reindeer and 

Mrs. Claus? Can you please 
bring me some Pokemon 
cards, crafts, and catcher’s 
gear for softball? I have really 
wanted to catch in softball 
for years. I will leave out 
cookies for you and carrots 
for the reindeer because I 
know they love.

Charlotte

Dear Santa,
How are you and Mrs. 

Claus doing? By the way, 
your village should be called 
Mrs. Clauses Village because 
she built it all. Every year it 
makes me so happy that I 
know someone is watching 
over me. I want a Twisty Petz 
and everything lion please.

Mana

Dear Santa,
How are things in the North 

Pole? This year, I’d really 
like to get a watch, a Play 
Station, new socks and new 
shirts. I will leave out milk and 
cookies.

TJ

Dear Santa,
I want a football and foot-

ball gloves, an American flag, 
a chain with a cross on it, and 
a pair of American flag dudes.

Roman

Dear Santa,
I really want football 

gloves and an actual football 
that the Bears play football 
with.

Tio

Dear Santa,
How many elves do you 

have? Do you want me to 
leave you carrots to give 
to the reindeer? How many 
cookies do you want and 
what kind? I really, really want 
an acoustic guitar, this Leo 
circuit thing my teacher has, 
and waterfalls.

Emy

Dear Santa,
We might give your rein-

deer food for Christmas. I 
want an iPhone. 

Kainan

Dear Santa,
How are Mrs. Claus and 

the reindeer? For Christmas, 
can I have a Lexington 3-tier 
rolling cart in pink or blue, six 
medium clear containers, and 
some more fidgets, please?

Summer

Dear Santa,
Are the reindeer doing 

good? I really want a guitar 
and Mario Kart 8 Deluxe for 
the Nintendo Switch. I will put 

cookies and milk on the table. 
Auggie

Dear Santa,
This year I had a wonder-

ful time. I hope you and Mrs. 
Claus did, too. This year I want 
a lot of Hatchimals. Can I also 
get a 3-tier cart by Simply 
Tidy? My teacher is really 
nice. Can you get her some 
games?

Annelise

Dear Santa,
I liked the presents from 

last yeasr. Santa, I would like 
a Fitbit, art stuff, Mini Brands, 
Squishmallow Cam the calico 
cat, a giant dog Squishy toy, 
and a gummy bear.

Evie

Dear Santa,
How’s it going with the 

reindeer? Can you please 
bring me a VR and some 
games for it? I will put some 
cookies and eggnog by the 
small village. 

Owen 

The 2023 From The Heart Cash Calendars 
are NOW AVAILABLE!!

The proceeds of the sale of the  calendars 
benefit our From The Heart recipients: 

Pegasus Special Riders, Rochelle Christian 
Food Pantry, HOPE, Focus House, Shining Star 

Children’s Advocacy 
Center, CASA, Rochelle Area 

Community Foundation, Hub City 
Senior Center & Rochelle Rotary.

OUR CHARITIES 
NEED OUR 
SUPPORT 

NOW MORE 
THAN EVER!

YES! Send me my 2023 From The Heart Cash Calendar!  
(Please Print) 

    NAME: ______________________________________________ 
   ADDRESS: ___________________________________________
   CITY, STATE, ZIP:  ____________________________________
   PHONE:  _____________________________________________
   NUMBER OF CALENDARS: _________________________
 Clip and mail this form along with $23 

($20 per calendar plus $3 per calendar postage) to: 
 Rotary Calendar, PO BOX 372, Rochelle, IL 61068

For Just $20 you have a chance to be one of
365 DAILY WINNERS TOTAL CASH PRIZES $18,250

PLUS Each Calendar Has VALUABLE LOCAL COUPONS

Here are 3 Ways to Purchase Your 
2023 From The Heart Cash Calendar!

• ONLINE: Go to http://fromtheheartrochelle.org and click on 
CASH CALENDARS. Once the calendar is purchased we will mail it out to 
you! Shipping and processing fees will be added to cost.

• IN PERSON: You can pick up a 2023 From The Heart Cash 
Calendar TODAY at the following locations:
     In Rochelle at: First State Bank, Stillman Bank, HOPE Chest, 
Dimond Bros. Insurance and Hub City Senior Center 
     In Oregon at: Merlin’s 
     In Dixon at: Shining Star 
    
• • BY MAIL: Fill out the form below and send it in to us and we will mail a 
2023 From The Heart Cash Calendar to you! 
Shipping fees are added to cost.
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SPORTS

INSURANCE

AVON

To Buy or Sell. 41 Years as an Avon Lady.

Avon
Independent Sales Reprsentative

576 N. 3859th Rd.
Rt. 2
Mendota, IL 61342
815.343.4750 
mezandmezzzie@
gmail.com

COMMUNITY CENTER

AMBOY 
COMMUNITY 

CENTER
Available For 

Receptions, Meetings, Fund-Raisers
280 W. Wasson Rd. • Amboy, IL 61310
(815) 440-5784 • (815) 857-2324

Julie DeArmitt - Manager

FUNERAL HOME

Mihm-Jones 
Funeral Home

Patrick Jones
303 E. Main Street • Amboy 
 815-857-2611

www.thejonesfh.com

REAL ESTATE

LLC

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI
Managing Broker

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI

Designated Managing Broker

ADVERTISING

Your Business in 
this space for only 
$30.00 per month. 

CALL 
The Amboy News 
at 815-857-2311.

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR

205 W. Main St. | Sublette, IL

815-849-5225
mainstreetrepair16@yahoo.com

•Stihl Outdoor Power Equipment
•Husqvarna Mowers 

• Dixon ZTR Parts

SALES & 
SERVICE

FINANCIAL

815-849-5476

HOME REMODELING

R N B 
17 years doing  

business in Amboy

Over 25 Years in 
Service!

Robert Moore
Owner

815-857-3246

Home Repair 
& Remodeling

ELECTRICAL 

For All Your Electrical Needs
Call 815-538-5598

INSURANCE

Heiting Insurance Agency
1409 E. Main • Mendota • (815)539-9265

 Still shopping your auto insurance to 
lower your premium? 1st Auto provides 
you with the security & expertise to 
provide you a competitive price for your 
personal & farm vehicles.
You’re 1st Rate  
So You Rate 1st!
Find out today how much you 
can save on your Personal 
Auto Insurance.

PRINTING SERVICES

ISV Realty

REAL ESTATE

Matt Willahan
106 S. Mason, Amboy

815-218-8858
www.ISVRealty.com

LAWN CARE

Larry Kosowski

815-582-2781

PO Box 296
Sublette, IL 61367

PRINTING SERVICES

AMBOY – The Amboy Lady Clippers will 
host the Amboy Girls’ Holiday Basketball 
Tournament to be held Dec. 27-30.

There are two pools of varsity teams. Men-
dota, Newman and Somonauk will comprise 
the Red Pool, while Amboy, Roanoke-Benson, 
Hall and Serena will be in the Black Pool. 
There will also be freshman-sophomore 
games with Amboy, Newman, Hall and Serena 
making up those teams.

Amboy will begin the tournament on 
Tuesday, Dec. 27 when it plays Hall at 6 p.m. 

The Lady Clippers will return to action on 
Wednesday, Dec. 28 when they battle Roa-
noke-Benson at 6 p.m., and they will conclude 
pool play at 6 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 29 against 
Serena. Depending on how Amboy does in 
its pool play games will determine when it 
plays on the final day of the tournament on 
Friday, Dec. 30.

Amboy Girls’ Holiday Tournament
Tuesday, Dec. 27
3:00 – Newman vs. Hall (FS) [old gym]
3:00 – Amboy vs. Serena (FS) [new gym]

4:30 – Mendota vs. Somonauk [old gym]
4:30 – Roanoke-Benson vs. Serena [new 

gym]
6:00 – Amboy vs. Hall [new gym]
Wednesday, Dec. 28
3:00 – Newman vs. Serena (FS) [old gym]
3:00 – Amboy vs. Hall (FS) [new gym]
4:30 – Mendota vs. Newman [old gym]
4:30 – Hall vs. Serena [new gym]
6:00 – Amboy vs. Roanoke-Benson [new 

gym]
Thursday, Dec. 29

3:00 – Amboy vs. Newman (FS) [new gym]
3:00 – Hall vs. Serena (FS) [old gym]
4:30 – Newman vs. Somonauk [new gym]
4:30 – Roanoke-Benson vs. Hall [old gym]
6:00 – Amboy vs. Serena [new gym]
Friday, Dec. 30
3:00 – Red #3 vs. Black #3 [new gym]
4:30 – Red #2 vs. Black #2 [new gym]
6:00 – Red #1 vs Black #1 [new gym]

Lady Clippers to host Holiday Basketball Tournament

Former Amboy News Publisher Kip Cheek named to IBCA Hall of Fame
BY BRANDON LACHANCE
Amboy News Reporter
MENDOTA — When Kip Cheek took a 

job with the Mendota Reporter in 1984 he 
didn’t know what it would bring.

Or what it would lead to.
Thirty-eight years have gone by and it 

has led to thousands - maybe millions - of 
fantastic stories, long-term friends, a family, 
and calling Mendota home.

His professional work ethic and journal-
istic ability escalated further when he was 
named to the Illinois Basketball Coaches 
Association Hall of Fame Class of 2023.

“I usually watch Hall of Fame ceremonies 
of professional sports, and quite often those 
being inducted refer to it as the pinnacle of 
their career. Well, now I know how they 
feel,” Cheek said. “It’s incredible to realize 
that all of the games attended, the athletes 
and coaches covered, the miles traveled and 
the long hours put in after the games have 
ended has resulted in being selected to the 
IBCA Hall of Fame.

“It definitely shows my age, but it’s 
mind-boggling to be covering athletes now, 
whose parents I covered when they were in 
high school. I’m sure longevity has some-
thing to do with my selection into the Hall 
of Fame, but I’d also like to think that I have 
provided our readers with the best possible 
coverage of their local athletes and teams 
all of these years.”

Kip has covered many beats for the Re-
porter and the Amboy News, but sports has 
always been his favorite as he is a Chicago 
Cubs and Los Angeles Rams fan.

He can tell you stories of the good and 

the bad, but he’s made a living on recalling 
the good.

“Thirty-eight plus years have gone by so 
quickly. I can still see Mark Cooper stealing a 
pass and going in for a would-be dunk at the 
Plano Christmas Classic in 1986. And then 
several months later seeing that same group 
become the first Mendota High School team 
to advance to the Sweet Sixteen in DeKalb 
was an incredible experience. I was also there 
for Mendota’s first trip to the Elite Eight in 
Champaign back in 1989,” Cheek said. “The 
Trojans followed that up with another Elite 
Eight appearance in 1993, and then of course 
the 1996 team, which was the first to play in 
Peoria when the tournament was moved there 
from Champaign. I still say to this day that 
Mendota and Shelbyville were the two best 
teams in the state that year. It’s unfortunate 
that they had to meet in the quarterfinals.

“Then on the girls’ side, back-to-back 
state tournament appearances by the Lady 
Trojans in 1998 and 1999 was amazing to 
witness, capped off by a fourth-place finish 
in ’99. And more recently, it was a joy to 
watch the Bromenschenkel twins (Abby and 
Alli) on their tremendous two-year run when 
they led Mendota to a 51-8 record over their 
junior and senior years.”

Throughout his career, he’s left a lasting 
impact on many people in the community.

Jeff Prusator, Mendota High School Su-
perintendent who is retiring after this school 
year, met Cheek at the very beginning of his 
career at MHS when he accepted the assistant 
principal role 27 years ago.

“When I came to Mendota 27 years 
ago, my first week at the school, Kip did a 

story because Bob Atherton was promoted 
from assistant principal to principal and I 
was coming in as the new assistance,” said 
Prusator. “That was the first time I met Kip. 
I still remember to this day, Bob Atherton 
saying, ‘Kip’s a good guy. He’s one of the 
good ones.’ Kip got off to a good start with 
that, but even back then, Bob had a lot of 
respect for the work that Kip did.”

“There is no question that the work that 
he does is hall of fame work. People do get 
in hall of fames because of longevity, but 
that only doesn’t do it. There are a lot of 
people who have worked for decades and are 
not in the hall of fame. It’s a combination 
of putting some time in, surviving, and the 
quality of people they are and the quality of 
work that they do.

“There is no question that Kip is a hall of 
famer and he very well deserves this honor.”

Getting back to Cheek recalling the good 
stories, his readers do, too.

Prusator said Cheek’s ability to focus on 
the good is one of the main reasons he was 
chosen for the IBCA Hall of Fame.

“What I appreciate about the articles Kip 
puts in the paper, for high school sports, 
they are 100 percent about the kids and the 
kids in a positive light. I’ve never read an 
article where he was negative toward an 
athletic event, a coach, or an athlete, which 
is awesome in a small town,” Prusator said. 
“Another thing I believe, but I hope I’m 
wrong, is the Kip Cheeks and the Kevin 
Heironymouses, these people who spend 
most of their career in small communities, 
is going to happen very often.

“I think Kip probably, unfortnately, is 

under appreciated by a lot of people about 
the work that he does and the quality of 
work that he does, and how he’s a promoter 
of Mendota High School. We appreciate it 
here at the high school, but I’m not sure if 
the community has a full appreciation for 
everything Kip has done throughout his 38 
years.”

Kevin Heironymous has appreciated 
Cheek for many decades.

Meeting in the first grade at Atlatna 
(Illinois) Grade School, being teammates 
through grade school, junior high, and high 
school, rooming together at Illinois State 
University, and being the best man at each 
other’s wedding, they got to know each 
other closely.

“It’s a very deserving honor for him. 
We’ve crossed paths many times while 
working Princeton and Mendota games,” said 
Heironymous, who has been employed by 
the Bureau County Republican since 1986. 
“We help each other out with photos, scores, 
and stats. It is pretty sweet to have him in 
the hall of fame. We grew up a half a block 
away from each other. We pursued the same 
path. To wind up in the Illinois Basketball 
Coaches Association Hall of Fame together 
is perfect.

“He’s been around a long time, but he’s 
done top notch work that people are looking 
for. From Year 1 until now, he’s given his 
readers a hall of fame product.”

When asking around, there was only one 
bad thing said about Kip Cheek.

It was from his buddy, Heironymous, a 
St. Louis Cardinals fan, “The only bad thing 
about Kip is that he’s a Chicago Cubs fan.” 
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ATTORNEY
Ehrmann Gehlbach Badger and Consinde 
114 E. Everett St., Suite 300 • Dixon • 815-288-4949 
www.egblc.com

AUTOMOBILE DEALERS
Vaessen Brothers Chevrolet, Inc. 
U.S. Hwy. 52 • Sublette• 815-849-5232 
www.vaessenbrothers.com

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

Becker Autobody
33 S East Ave. • Amboy  • 815-857-2632 
Family owned and operated by Joe and Jen Dewey

AUTO SALES/TOWING

Gerdes Auto & Truck Sales & Towing, Inc. 
U.S. Hwy. 52 • Amboy  • 815-857-3722 
www.gerdessales.com

BAKERY

Local Cup and Cake 
100 S. Front St • Sublette • 815-994-1044

CAFE

Revolution Wellness 
205 E Main St. • Amboy  • 815-857-7021 
Like us on Facebook!

DETAILING

Becker Detailing
204 N. Jefferson Ave., Suite A • Amboy  
• 815-823-7697 
Like us on Facebook @BeckerDetailing

DENTIST  

Amboy Dental Group  
Dr. Joel Hochstatter, D.M.D. and  
Dr. Brandon Klein, D.D.S. 
305 E. Joe Drive, Suite 120 • Amboy 
815-857-2015

ELECTRICIAN  

Hilliker Electric 
1417 Franklin Rd. • Franklin Grove • 815-456-7036 
hillikerelectricllc.com

FARM EQUIPMENT REPAIR  

Sublette Mechanical, Inc. 
2025 Sublette Rd. • Sublette • 815-849-5223

Vaessen Implement Repair  
542 US-52, Sublette, IL 61367 • 815-849-9010

FEED/LIVESTOCK EQUIP.

Sublette Farmers Elevator 
100 W. Main St. • Sublette  • 815-849-5222

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS

The First National Bank  in Amboy (FDIC) 
220 E. Main Street • Amboy  
Franklin Grove • Dixon • Monroe Center 
815-857-3625 • www.fnbamboy.com

MIHM-JONES 
FUNERAL 

HOME
303 E. Main Street • Amboy 

 815-857-2611
www.thejonesfh.com 

Patrick Jones Jr.  and Christopher Jones

First State Bank 
2514 Johnson St., West Brooklyn 

815-628-3121 
Firststatebank.biz 

Member FDIC

FUNERAL HOME

Mihm-Jones Funeral Home 
303 E. Main Street • Amboy • 815-857-2611 

www.thejonesfh.com

GAS/CONVENIENCE STORES

Shell Express Lane 
342 N. Mason • Amboy

Sublette BP Gas 
508 N. Pennsylvania St. • Sublette

GOLF COURSE
 

Shady Oaks Golf Club 
Highway 52 between Amboy & Sublette 

815-849-5424

GROCERY/LIQUOR

Amboy Food and Liquor 
242 E. Main Street • Amboy • 815-857-7020

HARDWARE/LUMBER

Jones-Berry Lumber Co. 
1 S. Commercial •  Amboy  • 815-857-2525

Sublette Farmers Elevator 
100 W. Main St. • Sublette • 815-849-5222

MEMORIAL GARDENS AND 
FUNERAL HOME

 

Chapel Hill Memorial Gardens and Funeral Home 
1121 N. Galena • Dixon • 815-284-3322 

Chapelhilldixon.com

 NEWSPAPERS/PRINTING  

The Amboy News 
245 E. Main Street  •  Amboy • 815-857-2311

REAL ESTATE

Erbes Realty, LLC 
1922 Tower Road • Sublette, IL 

815-535-6295  •  Lorierbes@gmail.com

River Country Properties 
Jori McRae, Broker/Owner 

815-973-1197 • www.rivercountryproperties.net

Woodhaven Lakes Realty, Inc. 
509 LaMoille Rd. • Sublette • (815) 849-5476 

www.woodhavenlakes.com

 VETERINARY CARE

Amboy Veterinary Clinic 
315 S. Mason • Amboy • 815-857-2215

Serving Amboy, Rock Falls, Sterling, 
Dixon, Walnut, Oregon, Sublette, 
Ashton, Rochelle, Paw Paw and 

ALL surrounding areas.

Residential/Commercial
Land/Farm/Industrial

815-973-1197
www.rivercountryproperties.net

Fax:815-857-7073
jori@rivercountryproperties.net

Jori McRae
Managing Broker

Hardware & Lumber  
Feed/Livestock Equipment

100 W. Main St. • Sublette
815-849-5222

SUBLETTE 
FARMERS 
ELEVATOR

542 US Rt. 42 • Sublette 

815-849-9010

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS

AMBOY — Amboy fell behind early and suffered a 69-
35 loss to Bureau Valley in varsity boys’ basketball action 
on Dec. 13 at the AHS gym.

The Clippers were down 14-5 after the opening stanza 
and then Bureau Valley went on a 29-8 scoring binge in the 
second period to take a 43-13 halftime lead.

Wes Wilson led Amboy in scoring with 14 points. He 
connected on four shots from three-point land. Troy Anderson 
added a pair of treys and finished with 10 tallies, while Gar-
rett Pertell (seven points) and Kyler McNinch (four points) 
finished out the scoring.

***
The Clippers couldn’t maintain a fourth-quarter lead and 

dropped a 57-42 decision at Somonauk on Dec. 16.
After trailing 32-19 at the half, Amboy staged a furious 

third-quarter rally when it outscored Somonauk, 20-6, to take 
a 39-38 lead after three periods. Wilson keyed the comeback 
with three three-pointers in the frame. But the roles were re-
versed in the fourth quarter as the Clippers went cold with just 
three points while the Bobcats burned the net for 19 points.

Wilson finished with a team-high 14 points, while McNinch 
(12) and Anderson (10) also hit double figures.

Clippers fall to Bureau 
Valley, Somonauk

Email news items to 
tgreenfield@

amboynews.com

OSFM stresses holiday decoration fire safety
SPRINGFIELD — Tis the sea-

son for decking the halls to celebrate 
the holiday season. According to the 
National Fire Protection Association 
(NFPA), more than two of every five 
home decoration fires occur due to 
decorations being placed too close to 
a heat source. More than one-third of 
home decoration fires are started by 
candles. The NFPA also reports U.S. fire 
departments responded to an average of 
160 home fires that started with Christ-
mas trees per year between 2016-2020, 
and an estimated average of 790 home 
structure fires per year that began with 
decorations, excluding Christmas trees.

More than half of home decoration 
fires in December are started by candles. 
Candle fires peak in December, followed 
closely by January. The top three days 
for home candle fires are Christmas 
Day, New Year’s Day, and New Year’s 
Eve. Before you head to bed or out for 
the evening, extinguish all lit candles.

“Decorations add joy and extra flair 
to our homes during the holiday season, 
but they can also increase our risk for an 
accidental fire,” said Acting Illinois State 
Fire Marshal Dale Simpson. “Following 
a few simple fire safety tips can help to 
reduce that risk and allow you and your 
family to enjoy the holiday season.”

The Office of the Illinois State Fire 

Marshal will once again be hosting the 
“Keep the Wreath Red” campaign at 
our offices in Springfield and Chicago, 
along with at the Quinn Fire Academy 
in Chicago and the Illinois Fire Service 
Institute in Champaign. This campaign 
raises awareness about the importance 
of fire safety during the holiday season 
(December 1st through January 2nd). 
Unfortunately, last year 16 lives were 
lost in fire related incidents during the 
holiday season in Illinois.

Keep the Wreath Red Campaign began 
in 1954 in Naperville to raise awareness 
about holiday fire safety. White light 
bulbs will replace the red bulbs when a 
fire related death is reported in the state.

These white lights are not just bulbs; 
they represent a person. This could be 
your mother, father, brother, sister, aunt, 
uncle, friend, or neighbor. The goal of the 
campaign each year is to raise awareness 
and help prevent fire deaths from occur-
ring. Unfortunately, as of Dec. 9, there 
has already been a fire related death in 
the state.

Below are some tips to keep in mind 
to stay fire-safe when decking the halls 
this holiday season:

• Be careful with holiday decorations. 
Make sure decorations are either flame 
retardant or flame resistant.

• Keep lit candles at least 12 inches 

away from decorations or anything that 
can catch fire.

• Keep children and pets away from 
lit candles.

• Extinguish all lit candles before 
going to bed or leaving the house.

• Check to make sure your lights are 
rated for indoor or outdoor use, or both.

• Replace any light strands that have 
worn or broken cords. Make sure to read 
the recommendation for number of light 
strings you can string together.

• Turn off all light strings and dec-
orations before leaving home or going 
to bed.

• If you have a real Christmas tree, 
make sure to check water levels daily! 
It is not unusual for a tree to drink two 
gallons of water the first day it is in 
the stand.

• Keep real Christmas trees away 
from a heat source. It can dry out the 
tree quickly.

After a busy cooking day on Thanks-
giving, before firing the oven back up 
preparing the next holiday meal, make 
sure to clean it. In case of an oven fire, 
turn off the oven and keep the door closed 
until it is cool. Clean cook tops as left-
over grease can catch fire. Thanksgiving 
is the peak day for home cooking fires, 
but Christmas and Christmas Eve follow 
closely behind.
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

AMBOY • SUBLETTE • WEST BROOKLYN • LEE CENTER • PAW PAW • LAMOILLE

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 15TH 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
LEE COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS
IN THE ESTATE OF  
)
)
SHIRLEY LEWALLEN, 
)
Deceased.  
No.  2022 PR 60
)

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the 
death of SHIRLEY LE-
WALLEN, of 205 West 
Bassett Street, Nelson, 
Illinois on October 29, 
2022. Letters of Office 
were issued on Decem-
ber 1, 2022, by the 15th
Judicial Circuit Court of 
Lee County to the repre-
sentatives and Indepen-
dent Executor, 
TERRI SCHRYVER, 
1505 Howard Street, 
Sterling, Illinois.
The attorney for the rep-
resentatives and Inde-
pendent Executor of the 
estate is Robert J. 
Thompson, 119 West 
First Street, Ste. 200, 
P.O. Box 1016, Dixon, 
Illinois 61021.  
Claims against the es-
tate may be filed in the 
office of the Clerk of the 
Circuit Court at the Lee 
County Services build-
ing, 309 South Gale-
na Avenue, Dixon, IL   
61021, or with the 
representative, TERRI 
SCHRYVER, 1505 How-
ard Street, Sterling, Illi-
nois   61081
within six (6) months 
from the first publication 
of this Claim Notice, or 
within three (3) months 
from the date of mailing 
or delivery of specific 
notice to known cred-
itors, whichever is lat-
er.     Any claim not filed 
within that time period is 
barred.  
Copies of claims filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to 
the estate legal repre-
sentative and/or to the 
attorney within ten (10) 
days after the claim has 
been filed. 
BY: TERRI SCHRYVER, 
Representative/Execu-
tor.
Robert J. Thompson
119 West First Street, 
Ste. 200

P.O. Box 1016
Dixon, IL 61021
(815) 284-7705 phone
(815) 284-7707 fac-
simile

b o b t h o m p s o n l a w @
gmail.com
No. 1204
(Dec. 7, 14, 21, 2022)

PUBLIC NOTICE
LEGAL NOTICE
State of Illinois
Department of 

Agriculture
Notice is hereby given 
that the Class l Grain 
Warehouse license of 
Mullins Grain Company, 
217 North Shabbona 
Road, Shabbona, IL 
60550, 2386 Suydam 
Road, Earlville, IL 60518 
and 121 E. K.irke Gate, 
Lee, IL 60530 has been 
voluntarily surrendered. 
Therefore, all depositors 
of grain who had stored 
grain under warehouse 
receipts or grain bank 
which has not been 
settled for or removed 
from storage as of 
October 4, 2022, should 
notify the Department 
of Agriculture in 
writing at the Bureau 
of Warehouses, State 
Fairgrounds, P.O. Box 
19281, Springfield, 
Illinois 62794-9281.
However, the above-
named company’s 
Grain Dealer license 
is still in effect, so the 
entity may still legally 
purchase grain from the 
producers.
Jerry Costello II
Director
Illinois Department of 
Agriculture
Legal No. 1207 (12/14, 
12/21, 12/28 2022)

101  101  
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.

105  105  
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 

investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.”

113  113  
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119  119  
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.”

121  121  
LOST AND FOUNDLOST AND FOUND

Lost. 7 Month Old, 
Female Cat. Gray with 
a Brown Belly & White 
Spots on Each Side. Last 
Seen Wearing a Pink 
Harness. Lost around 
Rochelle Gardens on 
Caron Road. Call 815-
503-3654. $100 Reward 

127  127  
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

Furman’s Lawn Care and 
Tree Work. Fall clean up, 
gutters and more. Fully 
insured. In business 
since 1999. Rochelle 
and surrounding areas. 
Call Jeremy Furman at 
815-761-9619. Please 
leave a message, will 
return call ASAP.

201  201  
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, unless 
licensed or holding a 
permit as a childcare 
facility, may cause 
to be published any 
advertisement soliciting 
a child care service. A 
childcare facility that is 
licensed or operating 
under a permit issued by 
the Illinois Department 
of Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
it’s care.

301  301  
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.com
ANTIQUES WANTED: I 
pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 
or email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307  307  
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

Brand new, still in box 
glass top coffee table 
and 2 end tabes. $150 
cash only. 815-761-
6576.

10” Bench Table Saw w/
Stand, Blade Guard, RIP 
Fence $120. Call 815-
915-6155. (12-28-22)

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
M o n d a y - F r i d a y 
815-562-4171(8AM-
NOON ONLY) Rochelle 
News Leader.  

309 Pets & Supplies
FREE KITTENS. Pure 
white, long hair, blue 
eyes. Call Gary 815-289-
9760. (12-28-22)

405  405  
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are 
available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

 

Ally Financing and 
GMF Financing or Leasing

* Plus Tax, title and license. Rebates applied. 
Subject to credit approval.

HIGHWAY 52 
SUBLETTE, IL 

www.vaessenbrothers.com

(815) 849-5232
1-800-227-5203

QUALITY USED CARS, TRUCKS, SUV’S & VANS

2019 Chevy 1500 Dbl Cab RST, 4WD, 
Z71, Gray.......................................$32,900
2019 Cadillac XT4 FWD, 60k Miles,  
Red .............................................. $29,000

2018 Chevy 1500  Crew Cab, LT, Z71, 
4X4, 120k Miles, Red .................. $26,900
2017 Chevy Suburban LT, 4x4, 89K Miles, 
Gray ............................................. $32,900

2022 Chevy K-1500 Crew, 4x4 Custom 
Rally, 14K Miles, Silver..................$40,900
2019 Chevy 1500 High Country Crew 
Cab, 24k Miles, Black ................. $52,900
2018 Chevy K-1500 Crew, 4x4 High Country, 
Loaded, 67K Miles, Black...................$41,900
2018 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab, LT, 4X4, 
E-Assist, 66K Miles, Gray....................$33,900

2018 Chevy Equinox AWD Premier, 72K  
miles, 1-owner, Loaded, Black ..$25,900 
2018 Chevy Equinox FWD Premier, 45K 
Miles, Tan ..................................$24,900
2017 Chevrolet 1500 Crew LT, 4x4, 67K 
Miles, Graphite ..........................$32,900

2019 Chevy 1500 High Country Crew Cab 4x4, GM Certified, 1-Owner, 
Local Trade, Leather Interior, Heated/Cooled Seats, Sunroof, Bedliner, 

24K Miles, Black and More!

2019 Chevy 1500 High Country  
Crew Cab 4x4

$52,900

601 601 
VEHICLES FOR SALEVEHICLES FOR SALE

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

Christopher May 
please contact 
your father for 

Christmas.

125 125 
PERSONALSPERSONALS

10x20 Inside 
Storage,

Outside and Inside 
Storage for semi-

trucks/trailers, 
boats, campers, etc.

02092022

511 511 
STORAGE UNITSSTORAGE UNITS



WEDNESDAY, DEC. 21, 2022PAGE 6 • SEC B • AMBOY NEWS

LOCAL NEWS

1. TELEVISION: What is the primary 
setting of the Netflix series “Bridger-
ton”?

2. GEOGRAPHY: Where is the Repub-
lic of Maldives located?

3. LITERATURE: What is the subject 
of Walt Whitman’s poem “O Captain! 
My Captain!”?

4. LANGUAGE: What is the third let-
ter of the Greek alphabet?

5. HISTORY: When was the last time 
the Liberty Bell rang in Philadelphia?

6. MOVIES: What was Henry Fonda’s 
jury number in “12 Angry Men”?

7. MATH: What is a heptahedron?
8. BUSINESS: In what year did 

McDonald’s introduce the Big Mac to all 
of its customers?

9. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Which pres-
ident tried to ban Christmas trees from 
the White House?

10. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What do 
bees collect from flowers and use to 
make honey?

© 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.

Answers
1. London, England.
2. Indian Ocean.
3. The death of President Abraham 

Lincoln.
4. Gamma.
5. 1846.
6. Juror No. 8.
7. A polyhedron with seven faces.
8. 1968.
9. Theodore Roosevelt.
10. Nectar.

Posting DateDecember 19, 2022

OLIVE
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