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ROCHELLE — At its 
monthly meeting Tuesday, 
the Rochelle Elementary 
School District Board of 
Education unanimously 
approved a $751,700 bid 
from Sterling Commercial 
Roofing for repairs to the 
Central School roof.

A bid opening was held 
Dec. 1 and yielded two 
bids. The other bid was for 
$865,000 from a company 
out of Rockford. 

“We know that we’ve 
had some leaking and 
some other issues with that 
roof over recent years and 
it’s time to shore things 
up,” Superintendent Ja-
son Harper said. “We’ve 
historically used Sterling 
Commercial for ongoing 
maintenance across the 
district. Their bid was the 
lowest. That project work 
is set to take place in the 
summer of 2023. Our 
architects reviewed and 
approved this.”

Bus bids
The board unanimously 

approved a bid from Cen-
tral States Bus Sales for 
$237,420, after trade-in, 
to purchase two 2024 or 
newer 77-passenger buses 

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

HILLCREST — At its 
monthly meeting Wednes-
day, the Hillcrest Village 
Board unanimously ap-
proved an engineering 
agreement with Baxter 
& Woodman for services 
during construction of its 
priority 1A water main 
project.

Last month, the board 
voted unanimously to ap-
prove a $2.54 million loan 
application to the Illinois 
Environmental Protection 
Agency for the project.

Baxter & Woodman, the 
village’s engineering firm, 
is aiming for $1.25 million 
in principal forgiveness on 
the loan. The village would 
have to pay back $1.29 
million at an interest rate 
of .93 percent. Hillcrest 
recently raised its service 
fees each month from $5 
to $10 for the application 
and that and the work will 
require a future increase in 
water rates.

See HILLCREST pg 2

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — On 
Tuesday, City of Rochelle 
Board of Police & Fire 
Commission Member 
Mitch Montgomery was 
recognized at his final 
meeting ahead of retiring 
from the board after 13 
years of service.

Rochelle Mayor pre-
sented Montgomery with 
a plaque and thanked him 
for his years of service. 

“We’ve been friends for 
a long, long time,” Bear-
rows said. “Mitch has been 
not only a good friend, but 
a very important part of 
the police and fire board. 
You folks have some very 
unique details and duties 
that you carry out on this 
board. I couldn’t be any 
more proud of our police 
force and our boards and 
management that keep 
things running smoothly.”

In retirement, Mont-
gomery plans to move 
north with his wife, Kim. 

“It’s been a real honor, 
privilege and pleasure 
to serve the city on this 
board,” Montgomery said. 
“I’ve really enjoyed it. 
Former Mayor Chet Olson 

Central School roofing bid approved
Bus purchases approved at Tuesday meeting

At its monthly meeting Tuesday, the Rochelle Elementary School District Board 
of Education unanimously approved a $751,700 bid from Sterling Commercial 
Roofing for repairs to the Central School roof.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

to be received in July 2023.
District Business Man-

ager Kevin Dale said all of 
the district’s current large 
buses came from Central 
State and the cost of them 
has gone up at least 20-25 
percent since the last time 
the district was at this point 
in its bus replacement 
cycle. 

“We have a rotation we 
typically do every three 
years where we do a ma-
jor overhaul one year and 

upgrade our fleet,” Harper 
said. “In the two off years 
we do minor purchasing 
and leasing. We are again 
at that process. We’re 
doing bus bid approvals 
sooner due to supply chain 
issues. This was the low 
bid.”

Tax levy
The board unanimous-

ly approved its tax levy 
for 2023. The levy was 
presented at last month’s 

meeting. 
The district’s equalized 

assessed value has seen an 
increase from $330 million 
to $351 million since this 
time last year. The amount 
the district will receive 
is “near exactly” what it 
received last year. 

“Right now with this 
recommendation, our pro-
jected tax rate is 3.2035,” 
Harper said last month. 

See BOARD page 5

Engineering 
agreement 
approved

Montgomery honored for local service
Rochelle man retiring after 13 years on police and fire commission

MSRP $46,390

NEW 2022 SILVERADO 1500 4X4 CREW CAB

                815-562-8787                      JEFFPERRYAUTOS.COM

Sale Price 

$43615* 

Stock #G0221
* Plus tax, title, license and doc fee. 

MSRP $48,115

Jeff Perry discount $3000  Rebate $1500
Chevy Loyalty- Save an additional $2500

appointed me in 2009. The 
professionalism of our po-
lice force and fire depart-
ment has impressed me 
and makes me very proud 
to have been involved.”

Bear rows  wished 
Montgomery the best in 
retirement and said the 
community can be proud 
of the effort put forth to 
make things happen and 

keep the community safe. 
“I want to thank you for 

your service and you’ve 
been a great asset to our 
community,” Bearrows 
said. “You’ve served on 

the senior center board and 
have been active on a lot of 
different things. It’s very 
commendable. It’s great to 
see people take an active 
part in their community.”

On Tuesday, City of Rochelle Board of Police & Fire Commission Member Mitch Montgomery was recognized at 
his final meeting ahead of retiring from the board after 13 years of service.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
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The first 1,000 gallons 
used would go from $4.41 
per gallon to $5.70 per 
gallon in 2023 and $6.98 
in 2024. A Baxter & Wood-
man representative said the 
average water bill would 
need to go from $31 per 
month to $38 in 2023 and 
$45 in 2024.

The village still has the 
opportunity to back out of 
the venture if it desires. 
Baxter & Woodman ex-
pects to get and approve 
bids for the project in 
March or April 2023 and 
begin construction in July 
or August and complete it 
by December 2023.

Solar
Village Building Inspec-

tor Casper Manheim pre-
sented the village with in-
formation on fee structures 
for future commercial and 
residential solar permits in 
the village. Manheim works 
with other municipalities in 
the region and gave trustees 
and the village attorney 
ordinances to work off of.

“In a year or two we’ll 
be getting the large solar 
farm that’s planned for the 
village,” Manheim said. 

“We have really nothing 
in place as far as fees or 
limits or anything. Right 
now I can only charge for 
fencing and a few minor 
things. Right now, maybe 
I could charge them $600 
for a permit. What I’ve 
given you today breaks it 
down by kilowatts. If we 
get this in place, now we 
have something to collect 
fees from them.”

Maintenance
After meeting in exec-

utive session, the board 
voted unanimously to hire 
Ronald Belmonte-Lopez 
as its new maintenance 
employee. The village had 
previously been without a 
maintenance employee for 
a number of weeks.

Belmonte-Lopez has 
been working for the village 
since earlier this month and 
has already undertaken a 
number of projects, Trustee 
Rick Rhoads said.

Water
Village Trustee Dan 

Potter discussed ongoing 
water projects in the village 
during the meeting.

Potter said the village 
recently got an estimate for 
boring work to add another 

water line for the Rochelle 
Church of Christ in Hill-
crest due to the fact that 
it shares a water line with 
another building and entity. 

The board resolved to 
purchase three fire hydrants 
for a total of $9,000 from 
Elliott Wood. The hydrants 
are slightly used and are half 
the price of new hydrants. 
The village is currently in 
need of two hydrants.

The village will have 
its water tower looked at 
on Dec. 20 to assess its 
problems and needs.

Chip seal
The board unanimously 

approved a resolution for its 
2023 chip seal program in 
the village.

The village chip seals 
one fifth of the streets in 
Hillcrest each year.

IPRF
Rhoads said the village 

is a recipient of the Illinois 
Public Risk Fund grant 
program and recently re-
ceived $995. Over the 
last five years, the village 
has received $4,364 from 
the program. The money 
goes to clothing and safe-
ty equipment for village 
maintenance.

At its monthly meeting Wednesday, the Hillcrest Village Board unanimously 
approved an engineering agreement with Baxter & Woodman for services during 
construction of its priority 1A water main project.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

HILLCREST: Village receives IPRF grant

On Thursday, a retirement party was held at City Hall for K9 Axel of the Rochelle 
Police Department. Axel retired recently due to age and his handler, now-Sgt. 
Ryan Beery, being promoted within the department.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — On 
Thursday, a retirement 
party was held at City Hall 
for K9 Axel of the Ro-
chelle Police Department. 

Axel retired recently 
due to age and his handler, 
now-Sgt. Ryan Beery, 
being promoted within 
the department. RPD 
employees and members 
of the community had the 
chance Thursday to wish 
the K9 officer well in 
retirement. Axel will live 
with Beery and his family 
going forward. 

“It’s been emotional,” 
Beery said. “It was harder 
than I thought it was going 
to be. Leaving for work 
every day and him staying 
home has been strange. 
He’s still getting adjusted 
to that. It’s going to be a 
good thing. I’m happy 
with where I’m at and 
what I’m doing. All good 
things have to come to an 

end. It’s been a good run.”
Axel was with the de-

partment and Beery for 
seven years. RPD Chief 
Eric Higby said it was 
nice to see Axel into his 
retirement. 

“A lot of departments 
aren’t afforded that op-
portunity because the 
dog gets ill or something 
happens,” Higby said. 
“He had a good long ser-
vice life and was a good 
dog for us. It’s nice to see 
him have the opportunity 
to retire and be with the 
Beery family.”

Beery and Axel had 
many opportunities over 
the years to interact with 
the community including 
trips to schools, com-
munity events and local 
businesses. 

“Those connections 
and relationships made 
with Axel are things that 
I’ll always remember and 
they’ve grown and will 
continue to be friendships 
in the future,” Beery said. 

“Those will last a lifetime. 
I’ll always remember 
them and they’ll remem-
ber me and when we see 
each other on the street 
we always say hello. It’s 
been great.”

RPD is currently in the 
process of raising money 
for the purchase and train-
ing of its next K9, which 
will be handled by Officer 
Trevor Owen. Beery said 
so far the efforts have 
seen “an outpouring of 
support.” 

Higby said that K9s 
are multi-faceted, and 
on top of being able to 
find drugs, they can be 
used for article searches, 
finding missing people 
and building relationships 
with the community. 

Beery said Thursday he 
was thankful for his time 
as Axel’s handler. 

“It’s been a great ex-
perience throughout my 
career and I’m excited 
for something different,” 
Beery said.

Retirement party held 
for Rochelle PD K9 Axel
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• Secure Entry System
• Community room with kitchen
• Activities
• On-site coin operated laundry
• On-site management office
• Dependable 24/7 maintenance service
• On-site parking for residents

For more information, please call 815-562-1404
Full time Social Service Coordinator is available to assist residents

615 N. Lincoln Hwy.
Rochelle, IL 61068
TTY 847-390-1460

Rent based
on 30% of a 

Resident’s Adjusted 
Gross Income

M A N A G E D  B Y:
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Owned and operated by Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI) offering 
apartment living for older adults in Rochelle and the surrounding communities.
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Lincoln ManorAPARTMENT AVAILABLE

“Improving Your Family’s Health
& Wellness With Chiropratic Care”

Dr. Chad Piller
ROCHELLE CHIROPRACTIC CLINIC

Your Spine...
The Backbone of

Good Health

227 East Rte. 38, Rochelle • 815-562-8706
www.rochellechiropractic.com

• Neck, Shoulder & Arm Pain • Joint Pain
• Lower Back, Hip & Leg Pain • Headaches
• Tingling or Numbness • Dizziness
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OREGON — Dr. Pa-
mela Plachno was recently 
promoted to clinic manag-
er of Athletico’s Rochelle 
location. Dr. Chad Brink-
mann, clinic manager 
of Oregon’s Athletico 
clinic, originally hired Dr. 

Plachno as a rehabilitation 
aide in 2017 when she 
moved back to the United 
States after completing her 
coursework in physical 
therapy in the Philippines. 
Dr. Plachno then pursued 
her doctorate in physical 

therapy, which she com-
pleted earlier this year.

“It has been a privilege 
to be able to watch Pam 
grow in her profession. 
I’m excited for her to have 
this opportunity to lead 
and continue to serve pa-

tients in the Rochelle com-
munity where she lives,” 
Dr. Brinkmann said.

In addition, Dr. Brit-
tany Hudson has joined 
Athletico’s Oregon clin-
ical team, allowing us 
to expand our normal 

business hours, creating 
more access for patient 
care. The hiring of Dr. 
Hudson also enables us to 
offer additional services to 
our patients, including dry 
needling and vestibular 
rehabilitation.

Athletico Oregon’s 
new expanded hours are 
Mondays and Wednesdays 
from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m., 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. and 
Fridays from 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m. 

Athletico recently promoted Pamela Plachno, PT, DPT, to clinic manager of its Rochelle location and hired Brittany Hudson, PT,DPT, for its Oregon clinical team. 
(COURTESY PHOTOS)

Athletico announces promotion and new hire

BY VICKI SNYDER-CHURA
SPECIAL TO THE NEWS-LEADER 

ROCHELLE — The 
2022 Illinois Leadership 
Council for Agricultur-
al Education recognized 
Rochelle Township High 
School Superintendent 
Jason Harper for his ad-
vocacy, efforts, dedication 
and support for quality 
education programs in and 
about agriculture.

“It was a high honor to 
be recognized on behalf of 
the school district’s efforts 
to emphasize agriculture 
education,” Harper said. 
“The school board and our 
community has a long his-
tory of supporting our agri-
culture and FFA programs 
at RTHS, not to mention 
the phenomenal work that 
Mrs. Donna Page and Mrs. 
Deanna Jacobs do as our 
ag leaders in the building.”

At RTHS students can 
choose from 18 agriculture, 

horticulture and technolo-
gy-related courses as well 
as four ag-related career 
track courses through the 
Kishwaukee Education 
Consortium. The Ag/Hort 
Programming also uti-
lizes a 3,600 square foot 
greenhouse for hands-on 
experiences in horticulture, 
hydroponics and aquacul-
ture. Elementary school 
students are treated to a visit 
to the greenhouse annually 
during RTHS Ag Day. 

In recent years, Page 
has been recognized as the 
Illinois Agriculture Teacher 
of the Year and the FFA 
program has had several 
students win state and na-
tional recognitions for their 
extracurricular efforts. 

“As Superintendent 
Harper said, in recent years 
our Ag educators and FFA 
teams have been recog-
nized on state and national 
levels,” Board of Education 
President Tom Huddleston 

said. “Our FFA Charter is 
more than nine decades 
old. Agriculture has and 
will always be a vital part 
of our school as well as our 
local economy.” 

Harper and RTHS staff 
are in the midst of RTHS 
making substantial im-
provements to its educa-
tional Science Technology 
Engineering Mathematics 
(STEM) programming.

Elementary, secondary 
and post-secondary per-
sonnel responsible for the 
administration of agricul-
ture education programs 
which includes Ag in the 
Classroom, K-8 schools, 
high schools, community 
colleges, universities and 
other related agriculture 
education programs can be 
nominated including school 
superintendents, principals, 
school board members, 
advisory council members, 
farm bureau managers and 
extension leaders.

RTHS superintendent Harper earns education advocacy award

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Rochelle Schools Superintendent Jason Harper accepts an Agriculture Education 
Advocacy award. 

ROCHELLE – The 
Rochelle City Council 
voted unanimously to ex-
tend the Rochelle Munic-
ipal Utilities Assistance 
Program to help the city’s 
low-income families 
with energy costs. 

The RMU Residential 
Utility Assistance Pro-
gram provides monetary 
assistance for qualifying 
RMU residential utility 
customers in the amount 
of $500/household each 
calendar year. The fi-

nancial assistance is 
based on income. The 
combined gross income 
for all adults permanently 
living at the residence 
must be at or below 200 
percent of the federal 
poverty guidelines for 
the previous 30 days. 
Customers do not need 
to apply for LIHEAP to 
be eligible for the RMU 
program.

For further informa-
tion and/or an applica-
tion, please call (815-

562-4155) or stop by the 
RMU Customer Service 
Office located at 333 
Lincoln Highway. Appli-
cations are also available 
online at www.rmu.net.

RMU extends energy 
assistance program
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Apartment Rental Income For Sale

 Great investment property in downtown Mendota, IL. 
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$1,875.00 monthly income. Banquet room for private parties with 
restroom. Lots of updates. Great opportunity awaits. 

Call McConville Realty for all the amenities. 

Obituaries

ROCHELLE — Roy 
“Tony” Anthony Cupp, Jr., 
58, passed away Tuesday, 
Dec. 13 at Forest City Re-
hab in Rockford. 

Tony was born on July 
15, 1964 to Roy A. and 
Janice (Hatfield) Cupp in 
Rochelle.On June 24, 1995, 
he married Kylene Mobeck 
in Jonesville, Virginia.

Tony is survived by his 
wife of 27 years, Kylene 
of Rochelle; four children: 
Kevin (Krystal) Cupp of 
Malta, LeAnna (Matt) 
McMeekan of Creston, 

Austin Cupp and Amanda 
Cupp both of Rochelle; 
his mother, Janice Cupp of 
Rochelle; brother, Jeffery 
Cupp of Rochelle and 
four grandchildren: Jaxon, 
Braydon, Mackenzie and 
Sawyer.

He was preceded in 
death by his father, Roy A. 
Cupp, Sr., on June 18, 1998. 
The visitation will be from 
2-4 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 
18 and the Unger-Horner 
Funeral Home, 400 N. 6th 
St., Rochelle. 

A private family buri-

al will be at Lawnridge 
Cemetery in Rochelle. Me-
morials may be directed to 
the family to help with the 
funeral costs. Visit www.
ungerhorner.com to sign the 
online guest book. 

Roy ‘Tony’ Anthony 
Cupp, Jr.

WEST PLAINS, Mo. 
— Kathryn Faye Provow, 
83, West Plains, Missouri, 
passed away at 8:54 a.m., 

Wednesday, Dec. 14 at 
Mercy Hospital, Spring-
field, Missouri. Arrange-
ments under the direction 

of Robertson-Drago Fu-
neral Home. A full obitu-
ary can be found at www.
robertsondrago.com

DEKALB — Martha 
L. Arwood, 89, of DeKalb, 
passed away Tuesday, Dec. 
13 in the comfort of her 
home. She was a loving 
wife, mother, grandmother, 
sister and aunt. She was 
born Nov. 10, 1933, in Pow-
ell, Tennessee, the daughter 
of Ether and Grace (Jory) 
Hunter.

Martha married the love 
of her life, Vernon H. Ar-
wood, on Nov. 27, 1950, 
in Knoxville, Tennessee. 
They moved their family 
to Rochelle in 1956. Martha 
loved and respected her 
Lord and Savior. She was 
a member of Faith Baptist 
Church in DeKalb. She 
was a missionary, Sunday 
school teacher and a com-
passionate nurse. She loved 

nothing more than spending 
time with her family and 
friends. She also enjoyed 
word search puzzles.

She is survived by her 
daughter, Cynthia Shaw; 
sons, Steve Arwood and 
Richard (Kris) Arwood; 
12 grandchildren; 16 great 
grandchildren, three great 
great grandchildren; many 
nieces and nephews. She 
was preceded in death 
by her parents Ether and 
Grace Hunter; her husband, 
Vernon; daughter, Vickie 
Swimline; brothers, Wal-
ter, David, James, Charles, 
Leonard Hunter, sister, 
Ruth Arwood and son-in-
law Kenneth Shaw. She 
will be deeply missed by all.

Pallbearers will include 
Matthew Arwood, Kyle 

Arwood, Nathan Howe, 
Jevin Doke, Dylan Hogan 
and Derek Hogan.

The funeral service will 
be held at noon Wednes-
day, Dec. 21 at Anderson 
Funeral Home in DeKalb. 
Burial will follow at Trin-
ity Memorial Gardens in 
Rochelle. Visitation will 
be from 10 a.m. to noon 
Wednesday, Dec. 21 at 
Anderson Funeral Home 
in DeKalb.

In lieu of flowers, me-
morials can be made to 
the Arwood Family in 
care of Anderson Funeral 
Home, P.O. Box 605, 2011 
S. Fourth St., DeKalb, IL 
60115. For information, 
visit www.AndersonFu-
neralHomeLtd.com or call 
815-756-1022.

Martha L. Arwood

Kathryn Faye Provow

ROCHELLE — On 
Dec. 13 at 11:15 a.m. 
Joseph Stallone, 61, of 
Rochelle was arrested for 
theft of lost or mislaid 
property. He was released 
on an I-Bond and given 
a Jan. 27 Rochelle court 
date.

On Dec. 13 at 11:42 
a.m. Scott Raphael, 38, of 
Rochelle was arrested for 

two counts of driving un-
der the influence. He was 
released on an I-Bond and 
given a Jan. 27 Rochelle 
court date.

On Dec. 15 at 11:53 a.m. 
Matthew M. Miller, 18, of 
Rochelle was arrested on 
a Kendall County war-
rant. He paid $575 and 
was released with a Jan. 9 
Kendall County court date.

On Dec. 15 at 1:59 p.m. 
Anne Hoag, 54, of Comp-
ton was arrested for driving 
under the influence and 
cited for failure to reduce 
speed to avoid an accident. 
She was released on an 
I-Bond and given a Jan. 27 
Rochelle court date.

All individuals are con-
sidered innocent until 
proven guilty. 

OREGON — On Dec. 
13 at 11:37 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop 
on Illinois Route 38 at 
the DeKalb County line. 
After a brief investigation, 
deputies arrested George 
Ogundipe of DeKalb for 
driving while his license 
was suspended. Ogundipe 
was released on a $2,500 
individual bond. Ogundipe 
was also issued an equip-
ment citation. 

On Dec. 13 at about 
11:45 p.m. deputies re-
sponded to the 4,000 block 

of North Illinois Route 2 for 
a vehicle in the river. After 
a short investigation, it 
was determined that Dylan 
Hensley, 25, of Leaf River, 
was traveling north on 
Illinois Route 2 when he 
failed to navigate a curve, 
left the roadway, and en-
tered the river. Hensley 
was uninjured and received 
citations for leaving the 
scene, failure to reduce 
speed, no insurance and 
improper lane use.  Hens-
ley will appear in court at 
a later date. Deputies were 

assisted by Oregon Police 
and Fire.   

On Dec. 15 at approxi-
mately 8:15 a.m. deputies 
responded to the 300 block 
of West Meadows Street 
in Polo in response to a 
domestic disturbance. After 
an investigation, Brian A 
Lopez, 18, of Polo, was 
arrested for domestic bat-
tery. Lopez was transported 
to the Ogle County Jail 
pending an appearance 
before a judge.

All individuals are in-
nocent until proven guilty. 

Ogle County Sheriff’s Report

Deputies respond to vehicle in river

Rochelle Police Report

Officers make several arrests

ROCHELLE — Ro-
chelle Community Hospital 
welcomed Kyle Auman as 
its chief ancillary officer 
on Dec. 1. Auman most 
recently served as the 
administrator of the Ogle 
County Health Department 
and has been an integral 

partner to RCH during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

He earned his bachelors 
of science degree from 
Southern Illinois Univer-
sity and has spent the past 
12 years in public health 
administration, with the 
last six years as the Ogle 

County public health ad-
ministrator. In addition, 
Auman has earned several 
certifications in areas of 
emergency management, 
infection control and food 
and nutrition management.

“I am excited to join 
the Rochelle Community 
Hospital team and look for-
ward to meeting everyone 
and developing a strong 
relationship to improve 
healthcare delivery for 

the Rochelle community,” 
Auman said. 

The Auman family re-
sides in Rockford.

RCH welcomes Auman as chief ancillary officer

OREGON — With 
the holidays in full swing, 
the Ogle County Sheriff’s 
Office is partnering with 
the Illinois Department of 
Transportation to remind 
motorists about the dangers 
of impaired driving. From 
Dec. 16 through Jan. 2, law 
enforcement across Illinois 
will step up enforcement 
efforts with a high visibility 
“Drive Sober or Get Pulled 
Over” and “Drive High. 
Get a DUI.” traffic safety 
campaign.

“We want everyone in 
our communities to enjoy 
the holidays without wor-
rying about the dangers of 
impaired drivers,” Sher-
iff Brian VanVickle said. 
“During the campaign, 
you can expect to see extra 
safety patrols. We will show 
zero tolerance for alcohol 
and drug-impaired driving 
to help ensure everyone 
makes it to and from their 
holiday festivities safely.”

According to the Na-
tional Highway Traffic 

Safety Administration’s 
Fatality Analysis Reporting 
System, in 2020, a total of 
11,654 people were killed 
in motor vehicle crashes 
involving an alcohol-im-
paired driver. On average, 
more than 10,000 people 
were killed each year from 
2016 to 2020, with one 
person killed in an alco-
hol-related crash every 45 
minutes in 2020.

Before the holiday fun 
begins, make a plan for a 
sober ride home and re-
member these tips.

Designate a sober driv-
er or make a plan to use 
public transportation or a 
ride-sharing service to get 
home safely.

If you see an impaired 
driver on the road, pull over 
and contact The Sheriff’s 
Office.

Have a friend who is 
about to drive impaired? 
Take the keys away and 
make arrangements to get 
them home safely. They’ll 
thank you later.

Ogle County Sheriff’s Office 
kicks off holiday campaign

Truman W. Kester
ROCHELLE — Tru-

man W. Kester, 86, passed 
away peacefully Friday, 
Dec. 16 at Serenity Hos-
pice and Home in Oregon 
surrounded by his loving 
family. 

Truman was born on 
Jan. 20, 1936 in Fried-
heim, Missouri to William 
and Ada (Moeller) Kes-
ter. On March 28, 1959, 
he married Diane L. Mod-
loff of DeKalb in Fried-
heim Lutheran Church.   
Truman Served in the 
U.S. Army from 1958-
1961, stationed in Ger-
many, 1959-1960, with 
Diane. Following his time 
in the service, Truman 
worked at Swift-Eckrich 
in Rochelle and then later 
in St. Charles for a total of 
36 years, until his retire-
ment in 1998.

He was a member of St. 
Paul Lutheran Church in 
Rochelle since 1962. He 
was also a member of 
the Rochelle Garden 
Club. Truman spent seven 
years coaching Rochelle 
Little League baseball. 
After retiring, Truman 

enjoyed many hobbies 
including woodworking, 
gardening, fishing and 
spending time in his “man 
cave” with his friends. He 
was the ultimate handy-
man. There wasn’t a proj-
ect he wouldn’t attempt or 
anything he wouldn’t fix. 

Truman was an avid 
outdoorsman and espe-
cially enjoyed his annual 
fishing trip to Michigan 
with his friend, Vic. He 
was a man of faith and 
devoted to his family.

Truman is survived by 
his wife of 63 years, Diane, 
of Rochelle; two sons: 
Brian (Nancy) Kester of 
Byron, Darrin (Penny) 
Kester of Sterling; daugh-
ter, Deanne (Doug) Mit-
tlesteadt of Montgomery, 
Texas; six grandchildren: 
Amanda (Clifford V) Bolt, 
Danny (Melanie) Kester, 
Steven (Shawna) Kester, 
Stephanie (Brett) Chap-
pell, and Sarah and Erik 
Mittlesteadt; four great 
grandchildren: Aleena and 
Jameson Kester, and Clif-
ford VI and Evangeline 
Bolt; his sister, Charlotte 

Davenport and many niec-
es and nephews.

In addition to his par-
ents, Truman was pre-
ceded in death by eight 
brothers and sisters. 
The visitation will be from 
4-6 p.m. Monday, Dec. 
19 at the Unger-Horner 
Funeral Home, 400 N. 6th 
St., Rochelle. The funeral 
service will be held at 11 
a.m. Tuesday, Dec. 20 at 
the funeral home with Pas-
tor Hoffman officiating.  

Burial will follow at 
the Lawnridge Cemetery 
in Rochelle. Memorials 
may be made in Truman’s 
memory to St. Paul Lu-
theran Church or Seren-
ity Hospice and Home.  
Visit www.ungerhorner.
com to sign the online 
guest book.
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Ashton Bible Church, corner of Main and Paddock 
in Ashton. Pastor Farrel Stauffer, church phone is 
(815)453-2190, church website www.ashtonbible.
org0. Sunday School for all ages 9:00-10:00am, 
Morning Worship 10:15am, Wednesday Prayer 
Meeting/Bible Study 6:30-8:00pm.

The Bridge Church, Pastor Greg Duncan, 11038 
E. IL Route 38, Rochelle, IL 61068. Phone: 815-
562-7750. Sunday School: 9:00 am; Sunday Service: 
10:00 am; Nursery & Children’s ministry during 
am service; Bible Study Tuesday 10:00 am and 
Wednesday 7:00 pm.  Web: thebridgechurchrochelle.
com Email: thebridgechurchrochelle@gmail.com

Calvary Lighthouse Church, Assemblies of 
God, Senior Pastor, Dr. James Horvath. 14409 
Hemstock Rd., Rochelle. Sunday Morning: 
Sunday Worship & Children’s Church 10:00 A.M., 
Wednesday Evening  7:00 P.M. – Adult Teaching, 
Missionettes & Royal Rangers Childrens Classes, 
Nursery available for all services. HE-Brews Cafe 
is open before and after services. For further 
information, please call the CLC office at 815-562-
7701, or email us at staff@calvarylighthouse.com

Calvary Lutheran Church, LCMC -  “To Know 
Christ and to Proclaim Christ in Word and Deed” 
-19 Perry Road, Lee, IL 60530 (the intersection of 
Perry Road and W. County Line Road). Rev. Martha 
Uecker Nelson, Pastor. Coffee Hour starts at 9:00 
a.m., Sunday School, Confirmation, and Adult 
Bible Study are at 9:15 a.m. Worship is at 10:30 
a.m. and is broadcast live on Facebook. Go to our 
website is at www.Calvarychurchlee.org and click 
on the link there. A Grief Support Group meets 
the third Tuesday of each month at 10:00 a.m. Call 
or text (815) 824-2825 or email CalvaryLeeIL@
gmail.com with questions or for more information. 
Also check us out at www.facebook.com/Calvary-
Lutheran-Church.

Rochelle Church of Christ, Keeping Christ at 
the center in the Hub City. We meet Sundays at 
9:00am for Bible Study and 10:00am for worship. 
We also have a Wednesday Bible Study at 7:00pm. 
206 Erickson Rd, Rochelle, IL 61068. You can 
call us at (815) 562-6572 or visit us on the web at 
rochellechurch.com. We also have a radio program 
Sundays just after 8am on WRHL 1060AM. 
Minister Dominic Venuso.

Creston United Methodist Church and Steward 
United Methodist Church - Rev. Ilhan You, 
Creston: 126 West South Street, P.O. Box 209, 
Creston, Illinois 60113. Sunday morning worship 
9:00am. Coffee fellowship at 10:15am. Steward: 
507 Main Street, P.O. Box 80, Steward, IL 60553. 
Adult Sunday School, 10:00am. Sunday morning 
worship and Children’s Sunday School 11:00am. 
Contact the church office at 847-730-4370 for 
more information. facebook.comcrestonumcil 
faccebook.com/stewardilumc

Elim Reformed Church, 140 S. Church Road, 
Kings, IL 61068. Phone: 815-562-6811. Email 
goelimchurch@gmail.com Website www.
goelimchurch.org Sunday Morning Worship 10:00 
Rev. Marv Jacobs

Faith Lutheran Church –  (14206 E. Flagg Rd.) – 
“Making Christ Known Through Lives of Faith.” In-
person worship is available each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. 
or online at “Faith Lutheran Social” on YouTube. 
Worship resources are also available on our Facebook 
page - ‘Faith Lutheran Church ELCA.’ You may also 
e-mail Pastor Joy Alsop at Pastor@faithlcrochelle.org 
for more information. All are welcome to join us!

First Baptist Church of Rochelle, First Baptist 
Church of Rochelle invites you to experience 
our practical Bible services which have nurseries 
provided in every service along with a wide range 
of children’s and teen ministries.  Sunday School 
is at 9:30 am with regular church services at 10:30 
am and 6:00 pm.  Wednesday Family Night starts 
at 6:30 pm with AWANA for the 5 yr. olds thru 
6th grade.  The Omega Teen Ministry also starts at 
6:30 pm for 7th – 12th grades and the Adult Bible 
Study at 7:00 pm.  First Baptist Church is located 6 
blocks west of Hwy 251 at the corner of Woolf Ct. 
and 8th Ave. in Rochelle.  Call 562-4168 for more 
information .  Listen at 11:00 am Sunday mornings 
on WRHL 1060 AM for the Sunday morning “Bible 
Message.” www.firstbaptistrochelle.org

First General Baptist Church, 500 S. 12th 
St, Rochelle.   Phone: 815-562-5221. Email: 
fgbcrochelle@gmail.com.Website: www.
fgbcrochelle.org. Facebook: www.facebook.com/
fgbcrochelle.Pastor:   Rev. Angelo Bonacquisti. 
Sunday worship services: 8:30 am, 11:15 am 
and 6:00 pm.  Sunday school:  10:00 am. We’d be 
honored to have you join us as we worship JESUS 
and continue to grow in truth and love for God 
and each other.  A nursery, children’s church, youth 
group and small groups are available.  If you need 
a ride please contact our church bus driver, John, 
at (815) 262-4275 by 8:30 am on Sunday. “For if 
you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and 
believe in your heart that God raised him from the 
dead, you will be saved.” Romans 10:9

First Presbyterian Church – An Amazing Place 
for Amazing Grace- Rev. Doug Forsberg, Senior 
Pastor. 1100 Calvin Road, Rochelle.  Email: info@
placeforgrace.com.  Sunday morning worship 
9:00am & 11:00am. In person or streamed 
online. On our Website and Facebook Live.  
www.placeforgrace.com / www.facebook.com/
placeforgrace

Grace Fellowship Church  — Pastor Jeff Ardissone, 
2128 Il Route 38, Ashton, 815-453-7464. Sunday 
School 8:30 a.m. Sunday Worship Service 9:45 a.m. 
www.graceisforyou.com

Harvest Baptist Church 241 Scott Ave. (Hillcrest). 
Rev. Duane Boehm, pastor. Email duane712@
hotmail.com, cell 815-757-3427. Visit us on 
Facebook! Service times: Sunday morning worship 
with Children’s Church at 10 am. Wednesday night 
worship at 7 pm. 

Immanuel Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 
16060 E. Lindenwood Road, Lindenwood, IL 61049. 
Rev. Dr. Matthew Rosebrock. Church Phone 393-
4500. Church Worship 9:00 a.m. Sunday School 
Christian Education Hour at 10:30   a.m.

Living Water Community Church  405 N. Main St, 
Downtown Rochelle. Phone 815-561-6249, Website: 
www.lwccr.com, Like us on Facebook. We are Non-
Denominational, Christ Centered, Casual dress, Christ 
Centered Live Band Worship. Chris Bender- Teaching 
Pastor, Brent Braski- Administrative Pastor, Adrian 
Daugherty- Lead Worshipper, Joe Mortimer- Youth 
Director, Amanda Barnes- Office Manager. Sunday 
Worship Service- 10:00am. Nursery/Toddlers Ages 
0-5 available during the service in the Splash building. 
Swim- Grades 1st-5th worship with the adults then 
break out for age appropriate teaching. Youth groups, 
Small groups, Life Groups and Workshops meet 
throughout the year for Bible teaching. 7C’s Mission- 
serves the community physically & spiritually each 
month from 1135 Lincoln Hwy, providing lightly used 
clothing, Hygiene items, a light lunch and Elder Prayer 
open the second Saturday from 10am-2pm and the 4th 
Thursday from 4pm to 7:00pm and by appointment..  

  

New Hope Fellowship (Church of God - 
Anderson, IN), 1501 10th Ave., Rochelle, IL 61068. 
Service: Sunday at 9 a.m. 10:30 a.m., (815)561-
8400, www.NHFchurch.net Pastor: Dan Sergeant 
and Pastor Nick Tornabene.  (Classes for children 
through age fifth grade during service.)

Primitive Baptist Church, services 3’d Sunday 
each month, at 10:30 a.m. and I p.m., in the meeting 
room of the Holiday Inn Express, 1240 N. Dement 
Road, Rochelle, Ill. Elder Robbie Webb, and other 
ministers preaching. Lunch and fellowship time 
between services. Contact Elder Rob Webb, 312-
809-0871, or Elder Robert Webb, 217-357-3723, 
or email bwebb9@juno.com for more information. 
Services sponsored by the Carthage Primitive 
Baptist Church for convenience of members 
and friends in northern Illinois and southern 
Wisconsin. Visitors are welcome. 

Rochelle United Methodist Church, Rochelle 
United Methodist Church invites everyone to 
come and look for the angels with us this Advent 
and Christmas season. There are angels among us 
that may not meet the eye; There are messages of 
hope coming from a choir on high; But don’t just 
look up; for the way God works is to plant more 
[hope] right here on earth just like it was with 
Jesus birth. There are angels among us… (Chuck 
Bell). You are invited to come and hear with us the 
messages of advent that so often come with the 
words of angels saying, “Do not be afraid.”  Sunday 
worship is at 9:00 am with Sunday School for 
children after the Children’s Message.  Recorded 
services are available on our YouTube channel 
and our website at www.rochelleumc.com.  Our 
services are on the radio (93.5 FM) on Sunday 
mornings at 9:00 am.  Our Facebook page is www.
facebook.com/rochelleumc.  Our Wednesday Bible 
Study is studying, “The Angels of Christmas,” by 
Susan Robb beginning on Wednesday, November 
30 at 6:00 pm. As always here, everyone is welcome!  
Rev. Dr. Katherine Thomas Paisley, Pastor. 709 
Fourth Ave. (815) 562-2164. admin@rochelleumc.
com. Everyone is welcome and loved!

St. Patrick Catholic Church Rev. Jesus Dominguez; 
Deacon Fermin Garcia; Deacon George Schramm; 
244 Kelley Dr. (Corner of Kelley & Caron Rd.), PO 
Box 329, Rochelle, IL 61068. Office Hours: 9:00 AM- 
4PM Monday-Thursday, Phone: 815-562-2370. 
Mass times: 8:00 AM Monday-Thursday, Saturday 
Vigil Mass 5:00 PM English, 7PM Spanish, Sunday 
Mass 7:30 AM, 9:00 AM in English and 11:00 AM in 
Spanish. Confessions: Monday 8:30AM & 6:30PM, 
Tuesday 8:30AM, Saturday 8:30am & 4:00-4:45 PM 
Or by appointment. Religious Education: Deacon 
George Schramm, Director of Religious Education. 
903 Caron Road, Rochelle, IL 61068, 815-561-0079 
Website: stpatricksrochelle.com 
Email: stpatrick-rochelle@rockforddiocese.org 
Facebook.com/StPatrickRochelle

St. Paul Lutheran Church “Building Relationships 
in Christ, Now and Forever!” Pastor-Rev. Greg 
Hoffmann, Steven Hall, Principal, Parish Nurse-
Marcia Schnorr. 1415 Tenth Ave., Rochelle. 
Church Office-562-2744. Worship times: 6:00 p.m. 
Saturday, 9:00 a.m. Sunday. Our service is broadcast 
over WRHL 1060AM at 10:00 a.m. Sunday. Sunday 
School 10:15-11:15 a.m.  Call 562-6323 for more 
information about the school.

CHURCH DIRECTORY
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“At this same time last 
year, our projected tax 
rate was 3.2583. That’s 
just for District 231 and 
that’s a decrease of 5.48 
cents. Further along in the 
process our rates combine 
with the Rochelle Town-
ship High School rate and 
that is projected to be an 
even larger savings for our 
taxpayers.”

Central School
Central School Prin-

cipal Justin Adolph pre-
sented an update on recent 
happenings at his elemen-
tary school. 

Adolph moved into the 
principal position at Cen-
tral before this year after 
holding the same position 
at Lincoln School. He said 

Central is in the begin-
ning stages of a school 
improvement plan and 
hopes to get two or three 
targeted goals to start at 
the end of the year or the 
beginning of next year.

“We have a lot of 
kids, especially at our 
third grade level, that 
have missed a lot of in-
struction,” Adolph said 
of pandemic impacts. 
“We’re trying to accom-
modate some kids that are 
pretty far behind. That’s 
a big part of what we’re 
trying to do. We’ve made 
some adjustments to our 
literacy block to try to ac-
commodate that without 
holding everybody back.”

Adolph said student 
behaviors recently have 
improved “a lot.”

“You can tell kids have 

been in school now,” 
Adolph said. “It’s an inter-
esting case study watch-
ing the second graders 
play at recess compared 
to the third graders. You 
can tell they’ve had more 
of that. We’re working 
through a lot of that, but 
things are improving on 
that front.”

Harper said that Adolph 
and the Central School 
staff deserve credit for 
their work on reshaping 
behaviors and expecta-
tions with students that 
missed early years of their 
education process due to 
COVID-19. 

Pay increase
The board unanimous-

ly approved a mid-year 
tiered hourly rate pay 
increase for non-certi-

fied staff members of the 
district. 

Harper said minimum 
wage increases of a dollar 
per year have recently 
led to rapidly increasing 
hourly rates for least 
senior non-certified staff 
members. Those jumps 
in pay have dispropor-
tionately increased for 
the district’s newest em-
ployees and the district 
sought to remedy that by 
implementing an hourly 
rate increase based on 
years of experience. 

“We understand that 
our typical raise in hourly 
rates in the summer is the 
same for everyone across 
the board,” Harper said. 
“We’ve also noted that 
the rising minimum wage 
every year has eclipsed 
our standard raises that 

some of our more experi-
enced staff are getting. At 
the end of the day with a 
tight labor market and the 
rising minimum wage, in-
flationary pressure and the 
fact that many of our staff 
are going to see increases 
anyways in the two years 
to come, we thought it 
was an opportune time 
to do something based on 
experience to compensate 
those who have been with 
the district longer.”

HUB Program
The board approved 

contracts with three of its 
HUB Program site coor-
dinators: Breynn Baiocco, 
Roxanna Contreras and 
Phoebe Hughes. The 
contracts reflect the spring 
semester. 

The district recently 

received a state grant 
to continue funding the 
HUB Program in coming 
years after uncertainty 
about the program’s status 
for next semester. 

“The board decided 
to run the program in the 
fall before we knew we’d 
have funding,” Harper 
said. “Because of the 
timing, we did half-year 
contracts with our coordi-
nators. These individuals 
have been with the pro-
gram for multiple years 
and we just need to make 
sure they have a contract 
for the second semester.”

The board also ap-
proved a contract with 
its HUB Program evalu-
ator, Jodee Craven. The 
position of evaluator is 
required as part of the 
program’s grant funding. 

BOARD: Elementary district approve HUB Program contracts
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Guest column

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages responsible letters to 
the editor on subjects of interest to our readers. Editing may be 
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas 
will not be altered. All letters must bear the handwritten signature 
of the writer and include address and phone number or e-mail 
address for verification purposes. Neither the street address nor 
phone number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly 

handwritten, and no anonymous letters will be published. Any 
letters from boards or organizations must include at least one 
name of an individual. Any criticism of public officials should 
be limited to issues related strictly to their position or actions 
made in office, as personal attacks will not be published. Letters 
involving private disputes between the writer and a business 
will not be published. Political endorsements will be published, 

however letters  rom candidates endorsing themselves will not be 
printed. Letters may be dropped at the News-Leader office (211 IL 
Route 38 East), mailed to the News-Leader (P.O. Box 46, Rochelle, 
IL 61068) or e-mailed (news@rochellenews-leader.com.) The 
News-Leader reserves the right to edit or reject any letter to the 
editor for any reason, and letters chosen for publication do not 
necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

IL Sen. Brian Stewart
M104A State House
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0180

U.S. Con. Adam 
Kinzinger
1218 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-3635

* Denotes Chairman/President

IL Rep. Tom Demmer
314 Capitol
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

John
Bearrows

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes  bhayes@rochelleil.us
Rosaelia Arteaga  rarteaga@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                       dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
John Gruben  jgruben@rochelleil.us

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Dave Casey  dcillini94@gmail.com
Steve Builta  sbuilta@gmail.com
Ashley Jackson                      ajackson@d231.rochelle.net
Stephanie White                        swhite@d231.rochelle.net
Eric Van Hise  eric.vanhise@gmail.com
Trisha Vaughn                                      jrvtlv02@msn.com
Javier Zepeda  jzepeda@rthsd212.org

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Carol Hayenga  carol.hayenga@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas  bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Jacky Aguilera jacky.aguilera@rths212.org
Jeff Tilton  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Bobby Chadwick bobby.chadwick@rthsd212.org
Brian VanVickle                  brian.vanvickle@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board

Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodie Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Lloyd Droege  ldroege@oglecounty.org
Dan Miller  dmiller@oglecounty.org
Greg Sparrow  gsparrow@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Bruce McKinney bmckinney@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney  skenney@oglecounty.org
David Williams  dwilliams@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
Wayne Williams jwdw13@yahoo.com
Jennifer Payton  
*Tom Byro  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Steve Katzman  skatzman@essex1.com
Mike Kerns  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Mark Hibshman  
Curt Ward  caward92@comcast.net

Hillcrest Village Board
*Randy Salsbury  rsalsbury@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pittman  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Dan Potter dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Richard Rhoads  rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball  tball@hillcrestil.us
Renee Kerwin  rkerwin@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
*Bob Withrow  flaggtwp@rochelle.net
Joanna Patrick  flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
Susan Rothenberger assessor@rochelle.net
Scott Seebach  scottseebach@gmail.com
Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle  noggle62@gmail.com
Eric Gruben  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hagar  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
*Jaqueline Dickow dickow@comcast.net
Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net
Michael Scanlan scanlan@comcast.net
Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip          doobs12@comcast.net

Question: 

“Are you a Christmas music listener? If so, what is your favorite song?”

VOICE ON THE STREET

AS I write, it 
is beginning to 
look and feel 

like Christmas. Decembers 
are filled with a variety of 
year-end responsibilities 
and festivities. I want to 
thank Tricia Herrera, her 
staff, the Rochelle Cham-
ber of Commerce board 
and city staff who helped 
with our annual Christmas 
Walk and Light Up Lincoln 
Parade, followed by the 
annual City Hall Christmas 
Tree Lighting on Dec. 2. 

This year, the recipient 
of the Rochelle Gratitude 
Award was Santa, known 
to locals as Steve Strang. 
For many years, Steve has 
worked diligently putting 
smiles on the faces of 
children throughout our 

community because in his 
own words, “I love doing 
it.” Thank you, Steve, for 
all you do for Rochelle. 
The evening proved to 
be magnificent and very 
well-attended. It takes 
many hands to make this 
holiday celebration suc-
cessful. I believe in Team 
Rochelle and the dedicated 
people who work together 
to provide family events.

The Rochelle City 
Council recently passed 
a budget for 2023 and 
I could not be happier 
with our overall financial 
position. The books have 
improved over the past 
four years. The expenses 
for 2023 show an increase 
because of planned capital 
improvements that will be 

made in 2023 that we are 
paying cash for rather than 
using borrowed funds. Ap-
preciation to City Manager 
Jeff Fiegenschuh for his 
proven guidance and lead-
ership, department heads 
and staff who work 
to provide a very 
responsible budget, 
and the Rochelle 
City Council, the 
elected officials 
who complete the 
process by being 
excellent stewards 
of the resources 
entrusted to the city.

Recently, Ro-
chelle Township High 
School (RTHS) Super-
intendent Jason Harper 
reached out to Peggy Fri-
day, city industrial devel-

opment manager, asking if 
the city would collaborate 
with RTHS, Kishwaukee 
College and the Rochelle 
Chamber of Commerce 
to provide another Hiring 
Expo in early March 2023. 

The high school and 
the college have 
proven to be great 
partners in the past. 
The previous expo 
proved to be a great 
benefit to partici-
pating companies 
looking for diver-
sity of employee 
types. We appreci-
ate the generosity of 

Rochelle Foods (Hormel) 
who will sponsor a portion 
of the event. Partnering 
with RTHS gives junior 
and senior students access 

to our industries and com-
mercial/retail businesses if 
they’re interested in finding 
internships, seasonal and 
after-school employment.

The City Industrial Rail-
road (CIR) is expanding 
with the construction of 
new Intermodal/Transload 
Center that will bring new 
customers to the CIR and 
increased revenue to the 
city for infrastructure de-
velopment and essential 
city services. The regional 
response from businesses 
and industries who will 
benefit from the cost sav-
ings of using the facility 
has been overwhelming. 
The goal is to open the 
Rochelle Intermodal Trans-
load Center in the summer 
of 2023. We appreciate 

the assistance provided by 
State Rep. Tom Demmer, 
who secured a $1 million 
grant for the project. His 
constituents wish Rep. 
Demmer the best in the 
future. Thank you, Tom, 
for your dedicated service 
to Rochelle.

Finally, I wish everyone 
a safe and happy holiday 
season. However, you 
choose to celebrate, may 
your days be filled with 
blessings and good times 
with family and friends.

A great quote I want to 
share:

“Act as if what you 
do makes a difference, 
because it does.” -William 
James

John Bearrows is the 
mayor of Rochelle. 

THE average price 
of diesel is $5.32 
per gallon, more 

than $1.50 above the same 
time last year. While prices 
are below the $5.81 peak in 
June, the high cost of fuel is 
hitting farmers hard as they 
navigate the fall harvest 
season. 

A ban on U.S. imports 
of petroleum from Russia, 
lower domestic production 
capacity, and seasonal de-
mand are all contributing 
to higher costs. Russia 
provided 20 percent of the 
petroleum imported into 
the U.S. in 2021, but that 
was halted after Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine. Be-
yond the impact of Russia, 
since 2019, domestic diesel 
production capacity has 
dropped by 180,000 bar-
rels per day. Several plants 
closed during the corona-

virus pandemic and are not 
yet back online. National 
diesel prices are expected 
to average $4.86 per gallon 
through the end of the year, 
according to government 
projections, and $4.29 
per gallon in 2023. The 
price difference between 
diesel and gas has many 
scratching their heads. On 
Oct. 31, the average diesel 
price was $5.32 per gallon, 
while the average gas price 
was $3.86.

On the supply side, back 
in March, the U.S. banned 
imports of Russian oil and 
Russian petroleum prod-
ucts. While we only get 
three percent of our oil from 
Russia, we get 20 percent 
of our petroleum products 
from that country. And a lot 
of those petroleum products 
that we were importing are 
used to make diesel fuel. 

We’ve also seen some 
downturn in production as 
refiners have been taking 
their plants down for main-
tenance.

Gasoline tends to peak 
in the summertime when 
Americans are out hitting 
the open road on vacation, 
whereas diesel de-
mand tends to in-
crease in the fall and 
the winter with in-
creased trucking as 
retailers are stock-
ing their shelves 
for the holidays. Of 
course, farmers are 
using more diesel 
during harvest. And 
as folks are using 
a lot more heating oil as 
the temperatures drop. So, 
it’s a combined supply and 
demand issue really going 
on here with diesel that is 
separating it from gasoline 

prices.
Nationwide we’re down 

about 17 percent relative to 
the same time last year, but 
on the East Coast, they’re 
down 37 percent; the Mid-
west is down 15 percent, 
the West Coast and Rocky 
Mountain regions are down 

11 and nine percent, 
respectively. So, 
certainly feeling a 
pinch in multiple 
regions across the 
United States, but 
the East Coast far 
and away having 
the biggest supply 
constraint, followed 
by the Midwest.

Feeding Minds 
Press, the publishing arm 
of the American Farm 
Bureau Foundation for 
Agriculture offers a range 
of holiday ideas for the 
bookworm in your life. 

Holiday shoppers can find 
agriculture-focused chil-
dren books this gift-giving 
season from Feeding Minds 
Press. 

Feeding Minds Press has 
a couple of things to offer 
to shoppers, especially in 
the holiday season. One of 
their books called ‘Barn at 
Night’ has got a wonderful 
winter and holiday vibe. 
And that book just won the 
Silver Moonbeam Award in 
the picture book category 
for 4-year-olds to 8-year 
olds. And also, they have 
another book that just won 
an award called ‘I LOVE 
Strawberries’. It won Good 
Housekeeping’s Best Kids 
Book Award.

Feeding Minds Press 
was really started to cre-
ate engaging books about 
modern agriculture. They 
really want to show young 

readers what farms look like 
today. Agriculture is a really 
exciting career field, and 
they want to make sure that 
students see it as something 
fun and exciting and fresh. 

You can find them on 
Amazon, on Barnes and 
Noble, you can find them in 
the FB store where they also 
sell educator guides and ag 
mags to accompany them 
if you’re looking to create 
a nice educator bundle 
package for a teacher gift, 
and you can also order them 
through Bookshop, which 
will help you find a local 
independent bookstore near 
you as well.

“I once wanted to be-
come an atheist, but I gave 
up - they have no holidays.” 
-Henny Youngman

Ron Kern is the manager 
of the Ogle County Farm 
Bureau.

Christmas in the City of Rochelle

Ron
Kern

Fuel prices hitting farmers

“Oh yes! Pandora’s Traditional 
Christmas. Bing Crosby, Do you hear 
what I hear” So many more.”

Madrene Adams

“Silent Night sung by candlelight in 
church during the Christmas sermon. 
It is so emotional. It reminds me of my 
mom as it was her favorite too.”

Tracy Busching Leininger

“Angels Among Us by Alabama, 
Let it be Christmas by Alan Jackson, 
Mary Did You Know by Kenny Rogers 
and a Soldier’s Gift by Josh Turner.”

Sally Hall Butler

“O Holy Night by Johnny Mathis.”
Cindy Foster Knight

“Andy Williams’ It’s the Most 
Wonderful Time of the Year.”

Mary Gustafson

“Yes very much so. Pentatonix 
music is so good. The best one is 

What Christmas Means to Me.”
Debbie Gruben Hunley

“A mix of both regular songs and 
Christmas songs.”

Margo Bussell

“I’ll be Home for Christmas and The 
Christmas Song by the Chipmunks.”

Janet Bausch

“O Holy Night.”
Julie Reineck

“Run Run Rudolph.”
Katie Paulsen

“Ronnie Janes Dio and Tony 
Iommi’s version of God Rest Ye 

Merry Gentlemen.”
Scott Vrhel

“Carol of the Bells.”
Kimberly Diane Ekes
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COMMUNITY

Coffee Break

Nov. 22 - Colby Capes, Chicago, $25

Nov. 23 - From the Heart, Rochelle, $25

Nov. 24 - Adam Heal, Rochelle, $500

Nov. 25 - Rochelle Rescue Mission, $25

Nov. 26 - Sharlene Meadows, Rochelle, $25

Nov. 27 - From the Heart, Rochelle, $50

Nov. 28 - Fran Robertson, Sycamore, $25

Nov. 29 - Debra R. Mayer, Rochelle, $25

Nov. 30 - Rochelle Foods, Rochelle, $25

Dec. 1 - Glenda Vivian, Amboy, $25

Dec. 2 - Morgan Baker, Rochelle, $25

Dec. 3 - Ren Alde, Rochelle, $25

Dec. 4 - Jonathan Shippert, Oregon, $25

Dec. 5 - Matt Hayes, Steward, $25

Dec. 6 - James Peterson, Rockford, $25

Dec. 7 - Sherry Good, Rochelle, $25

Dec. 8 - HOPE of Ogle County, $25

Dec. 9 - Ethan Koch, Rochelle, $25

Dec. 10 - From the Heart, Rochelle, $25

Dec. 11 - Kathy Spears, Shabbona, $50

Dec. 12 - Aubrey Meinen, Davis Junction, $25

Dec. 13 - Joe Thompson, Rochelle, $25

Dec. 14 - Evan Meyers, Rochelle, $25

Dec. 15 - Sharon Gardner, Rochelle, $25

Dec. 16 - From the Heart, Rochelle, $25
 
Dec. 17 - Nancy Reed, Rochelle, $25

Dec. 18 - Brook Kaysaw Abi Cruse, Rockford, $50

Birthdays & Anniversaries

Call 815-561-2151 to submit names for birthdays and anniversaries

THE KITCHEN TABLE MENU

Dec. 20
Amanda Avila
Emilyn Voight

 
Dec. 21

Jacob King
Bill Patrick

Angie Mitchell
 

Dec. 22
Deb Wooten

 

Dec. 23
Tristen McGuire
Bailey Dolister

Dec. 24
Luke Gilliam

 Dec. 25
Maribel Ortiz

 Dec. 26
Annette Sulser

 

Dec. 28
Chris Prosser

 
Dec. 29

Kelsey Rogers
 

Dec. 31
Jamey & Nicole King 

(anniversary)
Ruth Allen

Hayleigh Jones

December 18 - (Friday) - NO FRIDAY NIGHT DINNER DUE TO 
CHRISTMAS
December 20 - (Tuesday) - CHRISTMAS DINNER - Sliced 
Turkey Breast or Ham, Stuffing, Green Beans, Corn,
Mashed Potatoes, Gravy, Dinner Rolls
December 22 - (Thursday) - CHRISTMAS DINNER - SERVED 
BY ROTARY CLUB - Ribeye Steaks, Twice Baked

Potatoes, Roasted Cauliflower and Broccoli, Dinner Rolls,
December 27 - (Tuesday) - CLOSED for CHRISTMAS
December 29 - (Thursday) - CLOSED for CHRISTMAS
January 1 - (Sunday Brunch) - CLOSED FOR NEW YEARS
**All menus are subject to change. If you would like to check 
before coming out, please call us at 815-561-9074
www.KitchenTableRochelle.org

On Dec. 13, the Christmas for Vets detail composed of American Legion and VFW members assisted in giving 
out Christmas cards, candy and presents to the attendees at the Rochelle Gardens Care Center. The activity 
was enjoyed by all. From left to right: John Tuttle, Rich Griffen, Dave Norris, Joe Drought, Steve Korth and 

Chuck Roberts.

Christmas for Vets visits Rochelle Gardens
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Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Service

Saturday, Dec. 24th  
 5:00 p.m.

Christmas Day  
Lessons & Carols

Sunday, Dec. 25th  
9:00 a.m.

14206 E. Flagg Rd. • Rochelle, IL 61068 • 815-562-7575

Reverend Joy L. S. Alsop, Pastor

Please join us as  
we celebrate the birth  

of Christ!

12072022

St. Paul 
Lutheran Church

1415 10th Ave. • Rochelle, IL • 815-562-2744

Embrace the Spirit this 
holiday season as you 

celebrate the miracle of His 
birth with us!

Sunday, Dec. 11 
4:00 p.m. School Christmas Program

 
Wednesday, Dec. 14 

7:00 p.m. “Mid-Week Advent Worship”
 

Saturday, Dec. 24
4:00 p.m. “Family Christmas Worship”

7:00 p.m. “Candlelight Worship”
 

Sunday, Dec. 25 
9:00 a.m. “Christmas Day Worship”

 
Saturday, Dec. 31

NO CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP
 

Sunday, Jan. 1
9:00 a.m. “New Year’s Day Worship

12
07

20
22

Kelley Drive & Caron Road, Rochelle • 815.562.2370

St. Patrick Catholic Church
Welcomes you and your family

Rev. Jesus Dominguez - Pastor
Please join
us weekly

Saturday Vigil: 
5pm - English
7pm - Spanish

Sunday Mass: 
7:30am, 9am  - English; 

11am - Spanish

Please join us in 
celebrating the 
miracle of our 
Savior’s birth!
Christmas Eve: 
5pm  - English  
7pm  - Spanish

12 Midnight - English 
Christmas Day: 
9am - English 

12072022
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Celebrate Christmas 2022 with your local Celebrate Christmas 2022 with your local 
United Methodist Churches!United Methodist Churches!

Whether you plan to celebrate Christmas online, in-person, on the radio, on Youtube or Facebook, the 10 Hub Cluster United Methodist Churches welcome you and your family to Whether you plan to celebrate Christmas online, in-person, on the radio, on Youtube or Facebook, the 10 Hub Cluster United Methodist Churches welcome you and your family to 
join us for Christmas Services. Check out www.UMCHub.org/Christmas or the listed webpage or Facebook page listed for the most up-to-date info for service or streaming options.join us for Christmas Services. Check out www.UMCHub.org/Christmas or the listed webpage or Facebook page listed for the most up-to-date info for service or streaming options.

Ashton United Methodist Church
Facebook search Ashton UMC, Ashton, IL

Chana United Methodist Church
www.ChanaChurch.org

Creston United Methodist Church
www.facebook.com/CrestonUMCIL

Esmond United Methodist Church
Facebook search Esmond United  
Methodist Church, Esmond, IL

Franklin Grove United Methodist Church
Facebook search Franklin Grove UMC,  
Franklin Grove, IL

Lighthouse United Methodist Church
www.facebook.com/LighthouseUMCIL

Malta United Methodist Church
Facebook search Malta United Methodist Church, 
Malta, IL

Reynolds United Methodist Church
www.ReynoldsUMC.net

Rochelle United Methodist Church
www.RochelleUMC.com

Steward United Methodist Church
www.facebook.com/StewardILUMC

www.facebook.com/NICHUBCluster • YouTub search HUB Clusterwww.facebook.com/NICHUBCluster • YouTub search HUB Cluster

Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors.
The people of The United Methodist Church®

www.UMCHub.org/Christmas

  A

ngels Among Us

calvarylighthouse.com   |   14409 Hemstock Rd., Rochelle   |   815-562-7701

Hope for the Holidays
sunday, December 25 at 10:00 a.m.  

Candlelight Service and 

Family Christmas  
TALENT Night

Sunday, December 18 at 6:00 p.m.
Music, Dance, Poetry & Skits. following 

performance will be a cookie walk.

12072022

calvarylighthouse.com   |   14409 Hemstock Rd., Rochelle   |   815-562-7701



SUNDAY, DEC. 18, 2022SECTION 1 • PAGE 10 • ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER

LocalLocal
Eat • Drink • Shop • Live

815-384-3620815-384-3620
headons2go.comheadons2go.com
103 N. Main Street | Creston103 N. Main Street | Creston

LIKE AND FOLLOW US ON

FACEBOOK

2022
VOTED

OGLE CO UNTY

BEST OF
11212022

• • BeerBeer
• • WineWine
• • SeasoningsSeasonings
• • Prime Rib RoastsPrime Rib Roasts

Catering & Party Trays 

Tues-Fri - 9a-5:30p
Sat - 9a-4p

Gift Certificates 
Gift Certificates AvailableAvailable

• • TurkeyTurkey
• • HamHam
• • Holiday FavoritesHoliday Favorites

502 Franklin St., Oregon, IL
Mon-Fri 10AM to 5PM • Saturday 9AM to 2PM • Sunday Closed

HOME 
DÉCOR 
GIFTS

ELITE DIXIE BELLE 
PAINT RETAILER

Red Light  
Therapy Bed

Versa Spray Tan
High Quality CBD

 

Four Levels of  
UV Tanning  

Cocoon Wellness Pod 
Unique Boutique for 

great Christmas Gifts!

Monday-Thursday 8-8 • Friday 8-7 • Saturday 8-4

Don’t miss out on your chance to be added to this page!  
The Shop Local page will run every Sunday in the Rochelle News-Leader  

and every Monday in the Ogle County Life up until Christmas!
Contact your sales representative today to be included!

There’s No Place Like HomeThere’s No Place Like Home 
for the Holidaysfor the Holidays

209 Powers Rd  Rochelle, IL    •    (815)562-8792
Hours: 

M-F 9-5, Sat 10-5, Closed Sunday

2022
VOTED

OGLE COUNTYBEST OF

We welcome you to  
Diamond G Western Store.  

 
We are celebrating our 50th year in business. 

 
We have a large selection of 

western hats, boots, clothes, 
belts, and buckles, horse 
care products, tac and 

much more!

G

815-562-4050
4564 S. Knoll Rd

Rochelle IL

134 MAY MART DR
ROCHELLE 

815-561-0001

View the menu:
Dog-Hub.com

ONLINE ORDERING  
NOW AVAILABLE!

DINE-IN
PICK-UP
DELIVERY

Monday-Saturday  10:30AM–9PM
Sunday  Closed

Tuesday through Friday 9-4 Saturday 9-1 Sunday - Monday Closed

429-433 Lincoln Hwy, Rochelle, Illinois
815-562-8765 | hubcityfurniture.com

HUB CITY FURNITUREHUB CITY FURNITURE

11232022

$10 ANY Haircut 

“Spice up your holidays at your local Salon & Spa!”

*Please present this coupon at check-out. Feel free to check-in online, walk-in or call

Delicious, Quality Raw Milk
Fresh at the farm!

Monday - Saturday 6:30 - 8:00 am  
& 4:30 - 6 pm

Sunday 6:30 -8:00 am & 5 - 6:30 pm

(Please bring your own containers. 24 hours Notice Required.)

387 S. Malta Rd., Rochelle, IL 61068
815-762-6867 • PreciousPastures.com
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RTHS Boys Basketball

Hubs overwhelm G-K
Luxton, Aguirre each score 25 points as Rochelle cruises over Cogs 92-75

SPORTS KIDS GRAPPLE IN DIXON 
 
The Rochelle Wrestling Club competed at 
the John Nagy Throwdown on Sunday. 
 
See page 2 for more details

ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER • SECTION 2 • PAGE 1SUNDAY, DEC. 18, 2022

621 First Ave., Rochelle, IL • 815-562-8784

Happy Holidays!
From all of us at:

11
30

20
17

ADVERTISE YOUR 
BUSINESS HERE!
Great Rate - Great Spot!

Call Mike @ 815-561-2124 or email 
mfeltes@oglecountylife.com

01252021

RTHS Boys Bowling

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

R O C H E L L E  — 
Looking for its second 
straight win, the Rochelle 
Hub varsity basketball 
team utilized its full-court 
pressure on defense and 
its fast-paced ball move-
ment on offense to wear 
down the Genoa-Kingston 
Cogs during Wednesday 
evening’s nonconference 
matchup. 

Leading 41-40 after 
the first half, Rochelle 
elevated its intensity on 
the defensive end, using 
full-court pressure while 
playing aggressive man-
to-man defense and jump-
ing into passing lanes to 
force several second-half 
turnovers from the Cogs. 
The Hubs outscored Ge-
noa-Kingston 25-9 in the 
third quarter, allowing the 
purple and white to build a 
healthy double-digit lead 
for the remainder of the 
game and cruise to a 92-75 
victory at home.

Junior Eli Luxton and 
senior Raul Aguirre each 
scored 25 points to lead the 
Hubs (4-4, 1-2 Interstate 
8) in the win. Juniors Jack 
Tracey and Jack Lodico 
each finished with 12 
points, while sophomores 
Elijah Harley and Cayden 

Moore combined for 10 
points. Rochelle will host 
an Interstate 8 Conference 
matchup against the Mor-
ris Redskins on Friday 
night at 7 p.m.

“We were able to tire 
them out during the second 
half and we capitalized on 
the offensive end,” senior 
David Gerber said. “Raul 
and Eli are great scorers 
and when we can tire the 
defense out, they’re able 
to score a lot easier. We’re 
a good second-half team 
because we’re able to wear 
other teams down. We’re 
building on each game 
and we’re getting better 
and better. We struggled 
during our first few games, 
but we’ve played much 
better over our last two 
games.”

Both teams played with 
tremendous pace on of-
fense, using long passes 
and quick ball movement 
to push the ball up the 
court quickly and create 
open shots. With Aguirre 
using his 6-foot-5 frame to 
draw double teams down 
low, Luxton took advan-
tage of one-on-one match-
ups, hitting two 3-pointers 
and capitalizing on of-
fensive rebounds for two 
more baskets around the 
rim. Luxton and Aguirre 
combined for 18 points 

to put the Hubs up 27-16 
after the first quarter.

“We had a lot of players 
step up and do what they 
needed to do,” Luxton 

said. “My teammates were 
passing the ball well and 
I was aggressive on the 
boards, which led to sec-
ond-chance opportunities. 

We practice with a lot of 
pace and that’s how coach 
[Tim] Thompson wants us 
to play. It makes us feel 
more like a team when 

we have so many players 
who are contributing to 
the team.”

See HUBS page 3

Junior Eli Luxton soars over two Genoa-Kingston defenders for a shot during the Rochelle Hub varsity 
basketball game against the Cogs on Wednesday. Luxton scored 25 points in a 92-75 victory for the Hubs.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

Rochelle scores nonconference win over Streator
Odle rolls team-leading 607 series as Hubs take down Bulldogs 3,239-3,037

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Four 
of the six starters on the 
Rochelle Hub varsity 
bowling team recorded at 
least one score over 200 
during Thursday evening’s 
nonconference match 
against Streator. Senior 
left-hander Evin Odle 
led the Hubs with a 607 
series over three games, 
overcoming an injured 
wrist and leading Rochelle 
(6-6, 3-3 Interstate 8) over 
the Bulldogs 3,239-3,037. 

Freshman Andrew 
Powell fired a 588 series 
for the Hubs, while sopho-
more Logan Frye followed 
with a 568 series against 
the Bulldogs. Brady 
Grabowski recorded a 
644 series and Anthony 
Dominic totaled a 575 
series to lead the Streator 
side on Thursday. Rochelle 
opened the match with a 
1,069-962 win in the first 
game, where Odle threw a 
211 and Frye added a 205.

“The kids are playing 
really well right now,” 
head coach Jim Lyles said. 
“Evin’s throwing the ball 
really well and our fresh-
men are coming along 
nicely. Evin’s worked a 
lot on improving his hand 
position and even though 
he injured his wrist this 
evening, he finished the 

match really well.”
The Hubs surged ahead 

in the team series with 
a 1,165-1,038 victory in 
the second game, where 
Odle rolled a match-best 
220 and freshman Owen 
Tooley fired a series-best 
214. Junior Jonathan Ala-
nis added a match-best 189 
for the purple and white, 
while Grabowski and 
Dominic led the Bulldogs 
with scores of 224 and 200. 
Streator avoided the shut-
out with a 1,137-1,005 win 
in the third game, where 
Grabowski shot a 248 and 
Dominic added a 217.

“I think our kids are 
hitting their targets a lot 
better than they were at the 
start of the season,” Lyles 
said. “They’re throwing a 
lot more strikes as a result. 
We’re still missing too 
many spares, but we’ve 
been able to make up for 
that with more strikes. 
Making our spares will 
be the biggest key for the 
kids moving forward and 
that’s what will allow them 
to find those big games.”

Powell’s series-high 
221 and Frye’s 180 were 
the high scores for the 
Hubs in the third game. 
Rochelle’s next meet will 
be the Freeport Sport Shot 
Invitational on Saturday 
afternoon.

See BOWL page 5
Junior Jonathan Alanis fires a shot during the Rochelle Hub varsity bowling match against Streator on 
Thursday. The Hubs defeated the Bulldogs 3,239-3,037 to reach 6-6 overall this season.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)
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The businesses featured on this page are 

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”
I’m looking forward to serving your needs for insurance and 
� nancial services.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
CALL ME TODAY.

Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc 
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL 61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Diana Alanis, MDCaring for your 
family’s health from 

infant to adults.
For appointment, please call

815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct, Rochelle, IL 61068

Most Insurance Accepted

Accepting 
New Patients

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

815 561 4035!

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto  Home Improvement   Vacation

Jami Hackman & Kristen Stover

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle

H
S
2
0
1
6

Jami Hackman

Se Habla
Español

BUY HERE – PAY HERE
You Work - You Drive

1400 N 7th St
Corner of Flagg Rd & Hwy 251 N

227 E. Rt 38 • Rochelle, IL

815-562-8706
www.rochellechiropractic.com
Now Accepting New Patients!

Licensed and Insured
24 Hour Emergency Service

815-562-4937
500 Cleveland Avenue

Berg-Johnson
Electric

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

FREE ESTIMATES

“Proudly Serving The Rochelle Area Since 1945”

H
S
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Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

#4061/#83-3198

Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

101 Maple Ave • Rochelle, IL 61068
815.562.7057 •  hub-remsen.com

GO HUBS!GO HUBS!

• Collision Repair • New/Preowned Vehicles
• 24 Hour Towing • Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

We are Ogle Countyʼs
only GM Dealer!

Come visit us!

815-562-8787 • www.jeffperrychevrolet.com
CHEVROLET • BUICK • CADILLAC • JEEP • CHRYSLER

We are 
Ogle 

County’s 
only 

GM Dealer!
• Collision Repair
• 24 Hour Towing

• New/Preowned Vehicles

• Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes  

and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181

www.rochellehospital.com
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209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8792

www.meyersfurniture.com

Residential & Commercial Roofing

815-561-0099
Licensed & Insured

• Shingled Roofs
• Flat Roofs
• Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities
• Custom Built Homes
• Additions

Residential, Concrete
Driveways, Flatwork

and Foundations

HSF2015

• Large menu of foods
• Rochelle’s famous chicken

by the dinner or bucket
• Hand dipped ice cream

(16 flavors)
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251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039
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SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

200 Steward Road

800.262.1680
www.johnsontractor.com

Dine In • Carry Out •  
• Home Delivery • Pizza • Pastas • 

• Sandwiches • Salads •  
• and Lots More!

Serving Illinois & the Surrounding Area

Specializing in Walk-In Tubs 
& Acrylic Showers

Additions ~ Bathrooms ~ Kitchens 
Accessibility Remodeling

Batavia Builders & 
Remodelers, LLC

Debbie Foster,  
Owner
(815) 501-8946
www.bataviabuilders.com

ANDERSON
Plumbing & Heating, Inc.
Plumbing, Heating, Air Conditioning, 

Drinking water systems, Water Heaters, 
Softeners, Iron Filters & More.

One less thing to worry about

621 First Ave., Rochelle
815-562-8784

Like us on 
Facebook

Lic# 055-013999
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OGLE COUNTYBEST OF
2020

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OF
2021

Vince’s Pizza Family and staff are 
always ready to serve you, 55 years and 
counting! Without compromise we will 

continue to serve the Best Pizza and 
Italian dishes with only the highest 

quality ingredients from start to finish!  
 

We are proud to support Rochelle Hubs!

815.562.7300 
Delivery & Curbside Pick Up 
1071 N 7th St, Rochelle, IL
vincespizzainrochelle.com

HUB SPOTLIGHT
RWC grapples at 2022 
John Nagy Throwdown

Garrett Miller was one of three Rochelle 
Wrestling Club athletes to take home 
a first-place finish from the John Nagy 
Throwdown in Dixon on Sunday.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

DIXON — The Rochelle Wrestling 
Club sent 18 athletes to the 2022 John 
Nagy Throwdown at Dixon High School 
on Sunday, Dec. 11. Three Junior Hub 
wrestlers earned first-place finishes.

Noah Hayden finished first in the Inter-
mediate 62-65 Division with a 3-0 record. 
Hayden earned a fall over TJ Trained’s 
Luke Jones in the first round before scor-
ing consecutive major decisions against 
Dixon’s Briggs Van Oosten (9-1) and 
Hononegah’s Wade Walters (13-5) for 
the title.

Dominic Escatel finished first in the 
Intermediate 70-76 Division with a 3-0 
record. Escatel cruised over Tiger Town’s 
Anastasia Rucinski with a 16-0 technical 
fall before edging Oregon’s Owen Martin 
for a 7-1 decision. Escatel won by fall over 
Dixon’s Elliott Kahn for the title.

Garrett Miller finished first in the In-
termediate 111-115 Division with a 4-0 
record, opening the tournament with a fall 
victory over Sycamore’s John Gehrig and 
an 11-4 decision against Sandwich’s Knox 
Smith. Miller clinched the title over the fi-
nal two rounds, notching back-to-back fall 
victories against Dixon’s Austin Shomaker 
and LaSalle-Peru’s Paxton Saephon. 

Julia Herring took second in the Tots 
46-49 Division with a 2-1 record. Herring 
earned consecutive 15-7 major decisions 
against Polo’s Brett Walls and Dixon’s Jax 
Rhodes before facing Stillman Valley’s 
Owen Provancher for the title, where Her-
ring conceded a 12-6 decision.

Wells Millard took second in the Bantam 
47-50 Division with a 2-1 record. Millard 
held off Belvidere’s James Ambelang for 
a 9-7 decision before winning by fall over 
Sauk Valley’s Annabelle Hoffman. Millard 
conceded a 5-0 decision to TJ Trained’s 
Tagg Hefner in the finals.

Chase Marruffo took second in the 
Bantam 70-75 Division with a 2-1 record. 
Marruffo lost by 6-2 decision against TJ 
Trained’s Brett Merrick in the opening 
round, but bounced back with consecutive 
fall victories against Dixon’s Avery Smith 
and Marengo’s Jaxson Ostler.

Colt Hensley took second in the Bantam 
85-92 Division with a 2-1 record. Hensley 
lost by fall against Hononegah’s Cyrus 
Houser in the first round, but recovered 
with a fall over Dixon’s Fletcher Linden-
meyer and a 11-0 major decision over Sauk 
Valley’s Raleigh Holloway.

Teddy Millard took second in the 
Intermediate 66-68 Division with a 2-1 
record. Millard recorded a fall over Xtreme 
Wrestling’s Boe Bastian before conced-
ing a 2-0 decision to Dixon’s Hunter 
Pankhurst. Millard closed the day with a 
11-2 major decision over Stillman Valley’s 
Izayah Marx.

Gavin Smith finished third in the In-
termediate 70-76 B Division with a 1-2 

record, earning a forfeit over Dixon’s 
Zachary Wolford. Axel Alsop finished 
third in the Novice 111-119 Division with 
a 1-2 record, defeating Dakota’s Carson 
Fritz with a fall. Benjamin Morris finished 
third in the Novice 125-136 Division with 
a 1-2 record, notching a fall over Clipper 
Wrestling’s Eli Lewis.

Joshua Lassiter finished third in the 
Senior 122-123 Division with a 1-2 record, 
earning a first-round fall over Oregon’s 
Jayden Berry. Brandin Kirk finished third 
in the Senior 142-145 Division with a 
1-2 record, notching a second-round fall 
against Sauk Valley’s Ayden Gutierrez. 

Rochelle wrestlers who took fourth 
in the tournament include Tate Bigelow 
(Bantam 61-62 Division), Xander Gon-
zales (Bantam 93-99 Division), Vaughn 
Manning (Novice 78-83 Division), Quen-
tin Ansteth (Novice 83-85 B Division) 
and Joshua Hernandez (Novice 95-103 
Division). 
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What Service
Do You Offer?

Advertise Here

Commercial & Residential Roofing

Residential 
Concrete

Driveways, Flatwork
and Foundations

•Shingled Roofs  •Flat Roofs 
•Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities 
•Custom Built Homes  •Additions

561-0099
www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE
ESTIMATES

Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Heating & Air Conditioning

 Lic.#058-087891

Serving Rochelle For Over 40 Years

Quality Service • Free Estimates
 Residential & Commercial

815-562-8784

Plumbing/Heating/CoolingGutters

COMMUNITY BOARD
Need to get the word out about a product Need to get the word out about a product 

or service you offer? or service you offer? 
Give us a call at 815-562-4171. Give us a call at 815-562-4171. 

We can reach over 9,000 homes!We can reach over 9,000 homes!

SPORTS

RTHS Girls Basketball

Lady Hubs fall at Ottawa

RTHS Girls Bowling

Rochelle splits road matches 
against Kaneland, Sterling
BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

DEKALB — The Ro-
chelle Lady Hub varsity 
bowling team took all three 
games for an Interstate 8 
Conference sweep against 
Kaneland at Mardi Gras 
Lanes on Tuesday. Sopho-
more Cassidy Vincent rolled 
a team-high 583 series score 
as the Lady Hubs cruised 
over the Knights 2,621-
2,345. Freshman Kylie 
McCullough added a 476 
series score for Rochelle 
(4-2, 3-2 Interstate 8).

The Lady Hubs held a 
commanding series lead 
after the first game, where 
Rochelle defeated Kaneland 
853-723 behind 192 from 
Vincent. Juniors Makenzie 
Liezert and Anahi Alanis 
fired respective scores of 
156 and 153, while Emma 
Pernice threw a team-high 
201 for the Knights.

Rochelle claimed the 
second game 945-827, with 
Vincent shooting a series-
best 236 and McCullough 
adding a series-best 173. 
Junior Faith Adams added 
a series-best 151 for the 
Lady Hubs, while Preslee 
Sutherland rolled a team-
best 202 for Kaneland in 
the second game.

The Lady Hubs edged 
the Knights 823-805 in the 
third game to complete the 
conference sweep. Mc-
Cullough led Rochelle with 

a 170 and Vincent followed 
with a 155 in the third game, 
while Sutherland’s 175 
was the high score for the 
Kaneland side. 

Sterling
The Rochelle Lady Hub 

varsity bowling team played 
a close nonconference 
match against Sterling on 
Wednesday, with freshman 
Kylie McCullough shooting 
a 518 series and sophomore 
Cassidy Vincent rolling 
a 513 series as the purple 
and white fell just short in 
a 2,599-2,518 loss. Rochelle 
(4-3, 3-2 Interstate 8) will 
host Ottawa on Tuesday, 
Jan. 3, 2023 at 4 p.m.

Sterling claimed the first 
game 847-791 behind 173 
from Olivia Barton and 154 
from Hailey Conderman. 
Vincent scored a series-best 
187 for the Lady Hubs in 

the first game, while Mc-
Cullough followed with 
a 167. Rochelle took the 
second game 829-794, with 
McCullough rolling another 
167 and Vincent bowling a 
162. Junior Anahi Alanis 
fired a series-best 170 in the 
second game for Rochelle.

The Golden Warriors 
held a 21-pin advantage 
entering the third game, 
where Sterling defeated 
Rochelle 968-898 to take 
the series and the match. 
Barton rolled a 188 to finish 
with a 503 series and Han-
nah Conderman shot a 184 
for the Golden Warriors. 
McCullough’s 184 was the 
high score for Rochelle in 
the third game, with Vincent 
adding a 164 and junior 
Faith Adams recording 
a series-best 163. Alanis 
added a 152 to finish with 
a 444 series.

HUBS: Four Rochelle players 
reach double figures in win

Senior Raul Aguirre scored 25 points during the Rochelle Hub varsity basketball 
team’s home win against Genoa-Kingston on Wednesday.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

From page 1

Genoa-Kingston bat-
tled back during the second 
quarter, where senior guard 
Josh Bunting sank three 
triples and sophomore 
forward Hayden Hodgson 
added four made field 
goals including a 3-pointer 
to bring the Cogs within 
one point at halftime. 
Bunting and Hodgson each 
finished with 21 points for 
Genoa-Kingston, who saw 
both players go without a 
field goal during the third 

quarter, where Rochelle’s 
defensive pressure helped 
the Hubs break the game 
wide open. 

“We talk to each other 
about running the floor as 
fast as we can and scoring 
as many points as we can,” 
Gerber said. “We want to 
press on defense as much 
as possible, but we also 
want to push the ball up the 
floor as much as possible. 
When we do those things 
and we get the ball to Raul, 
Eli or any of our shooters, 
we’re able to knock down 

a lot of shots like we did 
tonight.”

Lodico converted a pair 
of 3-pointers in the second 
half, while Aguirre domi-
nated the low post during 
the third quarter, sinking 
two field goals and draw-
ing three fouls that led to 
free-throw attempts. Ro-
chelle led the Cogs 66-49 
entering the fourth quarter, 
where three triples from 
Genoa-Kingston senior 
Amir Mullens weren’t 
enough to overcome the 
large third-quarter hole.

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

OTTAWA — The Ro-
chelle Lady Hub varsity 
basketball team faced Ot-
tawa on the road Tuesday 
evening, falling 63-33 in 
Interstate 8 Conference 
action. Junior Alivia Hen-
kel scored 12 points while 
adding five steals and two 
rebounds for the Lady Hubs 
(2-11, 1-3 Interstate).

Junior Kara Martinez 
finished with six points, 
two assists and a team-

high nine rebounds in the 
loss against Ottawa. Junior 
Megan Seebach and sopho-
more Abby Metzger each 
recorded four points, with 
Seebach totaling two steals 
and Metzger notching two 
rebounds. Junior Sydney 
Tabor compiled two points, 
two rebounds, three assists 
and two steals.

The Pirates led 29-14 
at halftime and 45-24 after 
three quarters, forcing 38 
Rochelle turnovers along 
the way. Junior Loretta 
Atkinson and sophomore 

Kendyl Darby rounded out 
the Lady Hub scorers with 
three points and two points, 
respectively, with Darby 
adding three rebounds. 
Senior Torrin Nantz did 
not play due to an illness.
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE • HILLCREST • CRESTON • STEWARD • KINGS • ASHTON

INFORMATION
Office Hours:  
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Monday-
Friday)
Phone: 
815-562-4171
Fax: 
815-562-2161
Email: 
classifieds@rochellenews-
leader.com
Address:
211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle
Mail: 
P.O. Box 46
Rochelle, IL 61068

DEADLINES:
Sunday News-Leader: 
Thursday, 2 p.m.

Tuesday Shopping News: 
Friday, 10 a.m.
Wednesday  News-
Leader: Monday, 4 p.m.
(Deadlines subject to change 
during holiday times)

All classified marketplace 
line ads will appear in 
the following 7 print 
publications and on 5 high-
traffic newspaper websites:
• Rochelle News-Leader • 
Ogle County Life • Rochelle 
Shopping News • Ashton 
Gazette • Amboy News 
• Mendota Reporter • 
Mendota Money Saver

Call for pricing that starts 
at $32.99 for private 
party ads and $44.60 for 
commercial business ads 
and $19.99 for garage 
sale ads.

DISCLAIMER:
If your advertisement 
appears incorrectly, notify 
us immediately. We will not 
be responsible for more than 
one incorrect insertion, and 
will only credit customer for 
one insertion.

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALEMISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-874-2257

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW, USED  
SCRATCH & DENT

• Refrigerators • Freezers 
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

11222020

OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE

Exceptional 
performance and value. 

EPA certified Central 
Boiler Classic Edge 

Titanium HDX OUTDOOR 
WOOD FURNACE.  

26% Tax Credit on 
furnace and installation.

Call Pete Central Wood Boilers
815-509-7805

08312022

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 

OF THE
FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT
OGLE COUNTY, ILLINOIS

IN THE )
MATTER )No.
OF THE )2022
ESTATE )PR 69
OF )
MARTIN )
ERDAHL, )
Deceased.)

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of 
the death of MARTIN 
ERDAHL, of Rochelle, 
Illinois. Letters of 
Office were issued on 
December 8, 2022, to 
LINDA LUDWIG, whose 
address is 4250 E. Flagg 
Road, Ashton, IL 61006, 
and whose attorneys are 
Fearer, Nye & Chadwick, 
420 4th Avenue, PO Box 
117, Rochelle, IL 61068.
Claims against the Estate 
may be filed in the office 
of the Circuit Clerk of the 
Court at Ogle County 
Courthouse, Oregon, 
IL 61061, or with the 
representative, or both, 
no later than June 15, 
2023, and any claim not 
filed within that period is 
barred. Copies of a claim 
filed with the Clerk must 
be mailed or delivered to 
the representative and 
to the attorney within 
10 days after it has been 
filed.
FEARER, NYE & 
CHADWICK, Attorneys 
for LINDAD LUDWIG, 
Executor of the Estate of 
Martin Erdahl, deceased
No. 1221 (Dec. 11, 18, 25, 
2022)

101  101  
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105  105  
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113  113  
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone can’t 
ask you to pay for credit 
before you get it. For 
more information, call 
toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119  119  
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 

Legal No. 1222 (Dec. 18, 2022)

fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

121  121  
LOST AND FOUNDLOST AND FOUND

Lost. 7 Month Old, 
Female Cat. Gray with 
a Brown Belly & White 
Spots on Each Side. Last 
Seen Wearing a Pink 
Harness. Lost around 
Rochelle Gardens on 
Caron Road. Call 815-
503-3654. $100 Reward 

127  127  
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

Furman’s Lawn Care and 
Tree Work. Fall clean up, 
gutters and more. Fully 
insured. In business 
since 1999. Rochelle 
and surrounding areas. 
Call Jeremy Furman at 
815-761-9619. Please 
leave a message, will 
return call ASAP.

201  201  
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian 
to verify the validity 
of the license of any 
facility before placing a 
child in it’s care.

301  301  
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and 
Wood Signs, Milk 
Bottles & Local 
Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 815-
562-2928 or email 
d i c k h a r m s @ h o t m a i l .
com

ANTIQUES WANTED: I 
pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin 
& iron toys, sterling 
silver, decoys. If it’s 
antique, I’m interested 
in looking! Call 815-
562-2928 or email 
d i c k h a r m s @ h o t m a i l .
com

307  307  
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

Brand new, still in box 
glass top coffee table 
and 2 end tabes. $150 
cash only. 815-761-
6576.

BUNDLED Newspaper 

-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
M o n d a y - F r i d a y 
8 1 5 - 5 6 2 - 4 1 7 1 ( 8 A M -
NOON ONLY) Rochelle 
News Leader.  

405  405  
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein 
is subject to the 
Federal Fair Housing 
Act, which makes it 
illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity 
basis.
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SPORTS

H O M E  S E R V I C E S

H O M E  S E R V I C E S
P L U M B I N G  P L U M B I N G  ••  S E W E RS E W E R  
H V A C  H V A C  ••  E L E C T R I C A LE L E C T R I C A L

815-562-4440

$6900
$6900

Furnace
Tune-UpFurnace
Tune-Up

$99 Value!
$99 Value!

H O M E  S E R V I C E S

$30

$20 Instant Savings
 $10 First Time Customer Discount+

Added Savings!

815-562-4440 • servicenowhomeservices.com

The 2023 From The Heart Cash Calendars 
are NOW AVAILABLE!!

The proceeds of the sale of the  calendars 
benefit our From The Heart recipients: 

Pegasus Special Riders, Rochelle Christian 
Food Pantry, HOPE, Focus House, Shining Star 

Children’s Advocacy 
Center, CASA, Rochelle Area 

Community Foundation, Hub City 
Senior Center & Rochelle Rotary.

OUR CHARITIES 
NEED OUR 
SUPPORT 

NOW MORE 
THAN EVER!

YES! Send me my 2023 From The Heart Cash Calendar!  
(Please Print) 

    NAME: ______________________________________________ 
   ADDRESS: ___________________________________________
   CITY, STATE, ZIP:  ____________________________________
   PHONE:  _____________________________________________
   NUMBER OF CALENDARS: _________________________
 Clip and mail this form along with $23 

($20 per calendar plus $3 per calendar postage) to: 
 Rotary Calendar, PO BOX 372, Rochelle, IL 61068

For Just $20 you have a chance to be one of
365 DAILY WINNERS TOTAL CASH PRIZES $18,250

PLUS Each Calendar Has VALUABLE LOCAL COUPONS

Here are 3 Ways to Purchase Your 
2023 From The Heart Cash Calendar!

• ONLINE: Go to http://fromtheheartrochelle.org and click on 
CASH CALENDARS. Once the calendar is purchased we will mail it out to 
you! Shipping and processing fees will be added to cost.

• IN PERSON: You can pick up a 2023 From The Heart Cash 
Calendar TODAY at the following locations:
     In Rochelle at: First State Bank, Stillman Bank, HOPE Chest, 
Dimond Bros. Insurance and Hub City Senior Center 
     In Oregon at: Merlin’s 
     In Dixon at: Shining Star 
    
• • BY MAIL: Fill out the form below and send it in to us and we will mail a 
2023 From The Heart Cash Calendar to you! 
Shipping fees are added to cost.

McKinney earns T-Byrds Youth 
Bowler of the Week honor

T-Byrd Lanes recently recognized Noah McKinney as 
the Youth League’s Bowler of the Week for Week 8.

T-Byrd Lanes (COURTESY PHOTO)RTHS Wrestling

Hubs defeat Kaneland, LaSalle-Peru
Rochelle reaches 13-0 after Thursday win at Ottawa

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

MAPLE PARK — 
The Rochelle Hub varsity 
wrestling team continued 
its dominance with two In-
terstate 8 Conference road 
wins over Kaneland and 
LaSalle-Peru on Wednes-
day. Rochelle (12-0, 3-0 
Interstate 8) crushed the 
Knights 62-4 while down-
ing the Cavaliers 76-6. The 
Hubs conceded only two 
bout losses in the confer-
ence triangular meet.

Kaneland
Rochelle’s only loss 

during the dual match with 
the Knights came during 
the 126-pound bout, where 
Kaneland’s Alex Gochis 
recorded a 13-5 major 
decision over freshman 
Frank Nasca. Sophomore 
Joseph Nadig and senior 
Weldon Nay gave the 
Hubs a 6-4 lead in the dual 
with consecutive decisions 
during the 132-pound and 
138-pound bouts, where 
Nadig outlasted Caden 
Grabowski 8-6 and Nay 
earned three near falls to 
fend off Kyle Rogers 6-4. 

Rochelle won the next 
four bouts by fall to surge 
ahead 30-4. Freshmen 
Brenden Voight and Ro-
man Villalobos recorded 
first-period falls over Max 
Woodward and Apollo Go-
chis to claim the 145-pound 
and 170-pound bouts, 
while sophomores Grant 
Gensler and Erich Metzger 
earned fall victories against 
Christian Duffing and Nate 
Harper in the 152-pound 
and 160-pound bouts. 

Junior Brock Metzger 
notched three takedowns 
and one reversal in a 9-0 
major decision over No-
lan Hosking to win the 
182-pound bout. Senior 
Jorge Driggs and sopho-
more Kaiden Morris fol-
lowed with victories in the 
195-pound and 220-pound 
bouts, with Driggs holding 
off Max Pietak for a 5-3 de-
cision and Morris scoring a 
11-2 major decision against 
Nate Diaz. Senior Jaden 
Cook recorded a first-

period fall over JR Warfel 
to take the 285-pound bout 
for Rochelle.

Freshmen Keagan Al-
bers and Anthony Milburn 
received forfeits for the 
106-pound and 113-pound 
bouts to give the Hubs 
a 59-4 lead in the dual. 
Sophomore Xavier Villalo-
bos scored six third-period 
points to beat Kamron 
Scholl by 6-3 decision in 
the 120-pound bout.

LaSalle-Peru
Xavier  Vi l la lobos 

kicked off the match 
against the Cavaliers with 
a first-period fall over 
Zach Znaniecki in the 
120-pound bout. Frank 
Nasca added five points 
to the team score for 
Rochelle, compiling two 
takedowns and four near 
falls in a 17-0 technical 
fall over Griffin Hummers 
in the 126-pound bout. 
Joseph Nadig and Weldon 
Nay extended the Hub lead 
with back-to-back falls 
over Kaleb Vela and Zach 
Pocivasek to claim the 
132-pound and 138-pound 
bouts.

Junior Abel Huerta took 
a forfeit for the 145-pound 
bout, making the score 
29-0 before Rochelle ral-
lied off five consecu-
tive fall victories. Grant 
Gensler and Erich Metzger 
recorded first-period falls 
over Josh Bickford and 
Walter Haage to win the 
152-pound and 160-pound 
bouts, while Roman Vil-
lalobos and Brock Metzger 
followed with first-period 
falls against Ethan Pohar 
and Jace Wallgren in the 
170-pound and 182-pound 
bouts. Jorge Driggs added 
a first-period fall over 
Reid Currier to take the 
195-pound bout and give 
Rochelle a 59-0 lead in 
the match.

LaSalle-Peru’s lone win 
came during the 220-pound 
bout, where Connor Lor-
den held a 9-6 lead over 
Kaiden Morris before se-
curing a third-period fall. 
Jaden Cook fired back for 
the Hubs, taking a 7-1 lead 
over Gunnar Wright before 

finishing with a first-period 
fall to win the 285-pound 
bout. Keagan Albers and 
Anthony Milburn won 
the final two matchups, 
with Albers earning a first-
period fall over Sylvester 
St. Peter in the 106-pound 
bout and Milburn totaling 
four near falls and two take-
downs in a 16-0 technical 
fall over Franc Knap in the 
113-pound bout.

Ottawa
The Rochelle Hub var-

sity wrestling team re-
mained undefeated on 
Thursday, earning a 51-28 
road win against Ottawa 
after sweeping an Interstate 
8 Conference meet with 
Kaneland and LaSalle-Pe-
ru on Wednesday. Rochelle 
(13-0, 4-0 Interstate 8) will 
compete at the Oak Forest 
Mega Duals this weekend.

The Pirates claimed 
the first match of the con-
ference dual, with Nico 
Stanfill surging ahead 13-4 
before recording a third-
period fall over sopho-
more Weylin Nay in the 
132-pound bout. Rochelle 
tied the score after senior 
Weldon Nay fired back 
with third-period fall over 
Malachi Snyder to take the 
138-pound bout. Fresh-
man Brenden Voight gave 
the Hubs a 12-6 lead after 
earning a second-period 
fall over Marek Duffy in 
the 145-pound bout.

Rochelle continued 
to extend its lead over 
the next several matches. 
Sophomore Grant Gensler 
overcame a 5-3 deficit to 
score a second-period fall 
over Sebastian Cabrera in 
the 152-pound bout before 
sophomore Erich Metzger 
held on for an 8-7 decision 
against Wyatt Reding in the 
160-pound bout. Freshman 
Parker Campos took a for-
feit for the 170-pound bout 
to put the Hubs ahead 27-6.

Junior Brock Metzger 
followed with a first-period 
fall over Tate Spicer to 
claim the 182-pound bout. 
Ottawa won the next two 
matches, with Ryan Wilson 
recording a first-period fall 
over senior Jorge Driggs in 

the 195-pound bout and 
Charles Medrow notch-
ing a 17-7 major decision 
over sophomore Kaiden 
Morris in the 220-pound 
bout. Senior Jaden Cook 
controlled the 285-pound 
bout against Alex Perez, 
taking a 5-0 lead before 
earning a fall in the first 
period.

Ivan Munoz and Dallas 
Harmon each recorded 
falls over Rochelle fresh-
men Freddie Hernandez 
and Keagan Albers to 
claim the 106-pound and 
113-pound bouts. The 
Hubs received two straight 
forfeits to conclude the 
dual, with freshmen An-
thony Milburn and Frank 
Nasca taking wins for the 
120-pound and 126-pound 
bouts.

BOWL: Rochelle falls at LaSalle-Peru
From page 1

Tooley finished the 
match with a 501 series, 
while Alanis recorded a 
492 series and junior Sam 
Tracey added 473 series 
to round out the varsity 
lineup for the Hubs.

LaSalle-Peru
The Rochelle Hub 

varsity bowling team took 
on LaSalle-Peru in Inter-
state 8 Conference action 
Monday evening, falling 
3,535-3,197 despite a 
team-leading 606 series 
from senior Evin Odle. 

Junior Jonathan Alanis 
recorded a 553 series 
score, while freshman 
Andrew Powell rolled a 
529 series and sophomore 
Logan Frye added a 519 
series for the Hubs (5-6, 
3-3 Interstate 8).

LaSalle-Peru surged 
ahead in the first game, 
winning 1,228-997 with 
four players including 
Chance Hank (234), Pey-
ton Baker (222), Ethan 
Picco (215) and Jake 
Quick (214) eclipsing the 
200-pin threshold. 

The Cavaliers claimed 
the second game 1,234-
1,085, with Picco shoot-
ing a 249 while Quick 
fired a 235 and Hank 
followed with a 207. A 
210 from Frye and a 209 
from Alanis were the high 
scores for Rochelle in the 

second game.
Although LaSalle-Peru 

took the overall series, 
Rochelle knocked off the 
Cavaliers 1,115-1,073 in 
the third game to score two 
conference points for the 
season total. Odle's 233 
and Powell's 200 were 

among the high scores 
for the Hubs in the third 
game, while Baker rolled 
a 224 to finish with a 
team-high 640 series for 
LaSalle-Peru. 

Quick and Hank re-
corded series scores of 
635 and 632, respectively.
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BY JEFF HELFRICH

MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The 

Rochelle City Council 

approved a consultant ser-

vices agreement with Han-

son Professional Services 

Inc. for work on the acqui-

sition of property adjoining 

the Rochelle Municipal 

Airport/Koritz Field. 

The property in ques-

tion is currently owned by 

Large Car Rebuilders Inc., 

and the city is on the third 

step of a 20-step process 

to acquire it. The lengthy 

process is due to state and 

federal requirements that 

deal with airport real estate 

acquisition.
The federal government 

will pay for $23,400 of the 

work by Hanson Profes-

sional Services, the state 

will pay for $1,300 and the 

city’s portion is $1,300. 

See AIRPORT pg 5

BY JEFF HELFRICH

MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — No 

injuries or charges re-

sulted from a two-hour 

police standoff situation 

on Saturday evening in 

Rochelle at a home in 

the 200 block of School 

Avenue, Rochelle Police 

Chief Eric Higby said. 

Police were called to 

the home around 5:30 p.m. 

“A couple at this resi-

dence had a nonphysical 

argument,” Higby said. 

“The male, who has a valid 

FOID card, started walk-

ing around at one point 

with a handgun. Some of 

the other family members 

there and the female left. 

The male was left with a 

child. The female called us 

and that’s how we got in-

volved. Our officers made 

contact with the male. He 

said nothing was going 

on and we could see via 

FaceTime that the child 

was OK.”
Higby said the male 

refused to come out of the 

home to talk with police 

and “out of an abundance 

of caution” the area tac-

tical team was activated 

and a large response was 

No injuries or charges after police standoff

Large response from Rochelle PD, Sheriff’s Office and state police

seen from RPD, the Ogle 

County Sheriff’s Office, 

Illinois State Police and 

Rochelle Fire Department. 

After talking with the 

Ogle County Sheriff’s 

Office negotiator, the male 

subject eventually came 

out of the home and was 

taken into custody and 

transported to Rochelle 

Community Hospital for 

an evaluation. The child 

in the home was reunited 

with their mother. 

“He didn’t make any 

threats or threaten to hurt 

anyone,” Higby said. “It 

was a man in his own 

home with a FOID card 

carrying a weapon, which 

isn’t illegal. We couldn’t 

identify a criminal act. 

There are no charges filed 

at this time. We had a lot of 

response. But when there’s 

a child involved, we use 

an abundance of caution.” 

No injuries or charges resulted from a two-hour police standoff situation on Saturday evening in Rochelle at a 

home in the 200 block of School Avenue, Rochelle Police Chief Eric Higby said. 

(COURTESY PHOTO)

City working 

to acquire 
property
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BY JEFF HELFRICH

MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — At its 

meeting Monday, the Ro-

chelle City Council heard 

a presentation on its 2022 

tax levy by City Manager 

Jeff Fiegenschuh. 

The state requires cities 

like Rochelle to annually 

adopt and file a property 

tax levy ordinance on or 

before the last Tuesday in 

December. 
Last year, the city’s 

e q u a l i z e d  a s s e s s e d 

valuation (EAV) was 

$268,100,764 and its 

property tax rate was 

1.043070 per $100 of 

EAV. The city collect-

ed $2,796,479 in prop-

erty taxes. For 2022, 

Ogle County has esti-

mated the city’s EAV at 

$281,938,536 which is 

an increase of over $13 

million.
During the meeting, 

Fiegenschuh suggested 

the city adopt an in-

crease of two percent 

($2,849,772 total collect-

ed in property taxes) for 

the upcoming year, which 

is below the maximum 

increase it’s allowed of 

three percent. Based on 

the estimated EAV, the 

Council discusses tax levy
Contract for Route 38 street lights approved

tax rate would decrease 

.032292 per $100 EAV 

for the two percent option.

Nobody on the council 

objected to moving for-

ward with the two percent 

option. 
“I appreciate that we’re 

not constantly going to the 

maximum if there isn’t a 

need for it,” Councilwom-

an Kate Shaw-Dickey 

said. “I think it’s nice for 

people to hear that we’re 

trying to be responsible 

with the dollars and not 

doing the maximum just 

because we can. I appre-

ciate that we’re only levy-

ing for what we need.”

Fiegenschuh said the 

city has seen a steady 

increase in EAV since 

2014. Sales tax collec-

tions have been up “pretty 

significantly” for the city 

lately and Rochelle is “not 

as reliant” on property 

taxes as a lot of other 

communities are, he said. 

With the two percent 

increase, a Rochelle home 

with a market value of 

$100,000 will see a de-

crease in city property 

taxes from $347.69 in 

2021 to $336.93. 

“The city does a fantas-

tic job of where we levy,” 

Fiegenschuh said. “We 

don’t levy the maximum 

amount. We really try to 

keep room in case there’s 

ever an emergency. We’ll 

actually have a decrease 

in the city’s overall levy 

and the amount people 

pay towards the city 

property tax. I think we’re 

about 13 percent of the 

overall property tax that 

people pay in Rochelle.” 

See CITY page 5

At its meeting Monday, the Rochelle City Council heard a presentation on its 2022 

tax levy by City Manager Jeff Fiegenschuh. 
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