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News of 2022
A Review of Some of the Local Stories from the Past Year

January
County clerk Dana Smith and 

county treasurer Gloria Wills each 
announced they would not seek 
reelection in 2022.  Smith and Wills 
notified in letters county Republican 
chairman Dustin Peterson of their 
decisions.

The county reported five county 
inmates tested positive for 
COVID-19.  Some inmates began 
complaining of sore throats and 
other cold symptoms. Rapid COVID 
tests were later administered, and 
the inmates tested positive for the 
virus.  The sheriff’s office worked 
with Warner Hospital and the health 
department in regard to testing and 
treatment.  During the same period, 
schools superintendent Curt Nettles 
released new COVID guidelines 
from the CDC and IDPH for the 
isolation and quarantine of students 
testing positive.

Vespasian Warner Public Library 
was among 13 nonprofit organization 
to share more than $57,000 in grants 

from the Illinois Prairie Community 
Foundation.  The library received 
$1,500 for “Access for All: 
Enhancing Inclusive Collection.”  
The program offered a collection of 
books, movies and digital content 
featuring diverse authors, characters 
and settings.

The school board authorized 
litigation against the Illinois State 
Board of Education and the state 
superintendent of education to 
prevent the “loss of recognition 
status of the school district.”  The 
board was affirming its plan to use 
the school district’s own return-to-
school protocol in regard to COVID 
mitigation rather than the ISBE 
mandated plan.

February
Boaters who use the Clinton Lake 

marina visited the county board to 
express their dissatisfaction with 
a plan to increase the price of slip 
rentals.  Slip renters who attended 
the county board meeting said 
they felt the marina did not offer 

sufficient amenities to justify the 
rental increase.  The board approved 
the increase, but members were 
divided on how to plan the marina’s 
future.

A Clinton resident addressed 
the city council to question a 
commissioner’s use of city-owned 
gas pumps for his personal use.  
He produced records provided 
by the city through a Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA) request he 
said showed the commissioner did 
not properly record his use of the 
pumps.

A judge in Sangamon County ruled 
in favor of the 145 Illinois school 
districts that wanted to use its own 
return-to-school COVID protocol 
rather than a plan mandated by the 
Illinois State Board of Education.  
Clinton schools superintendent Curt 
Nettles said the ruling appeared to 
give the school district the authority 
to use its own plan.

                                See 2022 / A2

Gordon Woods / Journal
The Clinton Chamber of Commerce and Tourism Bureau helpers greet 
guests March 24 to the Chamber’s Business Expo, held in the Clinton High 
School gymnasium.

Courtesy of Clinton Police Department
Officer Patrick Cook and Officer 
Derek Flaugher recently joined the 
Clinton Police Department.  

Gordon Woods / Journal
City workers were busy clearing the piles of snow from  Mr. Lincoln’s 
Square.  DeWitt County received from 8-12 inches of snow during a Janu-
ary storm, according to the National Weather Service.

Courtesy of DeWitt County Sheriff’s Office
Sheriff Mike Walker introduced two 
new DeWitt County deputies, Kristina 
Lashbrook and David Larsen.  The 
two deputies graduated from the 
Macon County Law Enforcement 
Training Center.

Council clarifies 
position regarding
short-term rentals
Gordon Woods
gwoods@theclintonjournal.com

CLINTON — 
Commissioners offered 
Tuesday clarification on 
their recent discussion of 
short-term rental units.  

City attorney John 
Hoblit, at a previous 
meeting, said residents 
who opened short-term 
rentals in residential areas 
were possibly in violation 
of city ordinance.  He 
based this on the fact that 
the city code does not 
address the topic.

Hoblit said if the code 
did not provide for the 
specific activity, it was not 
allowed.

Clinton resident and 
property owner Curt 
Ware addressed the 
council during its Tuesday 
meeting.  He said he had 
a problem with some of 
the language used during 
the council’s discussion of 
short-term rentals.

Ware owns a home which 
is currently empty and he 
would like to operate as 
a rental on a temporary 
basis.

“It’s a home I would like 
to come back to when my 
wife retires,” Ware said.

The home formerly 
belonged to Ware’s 
parents.

“There’s nothing in 
zoning that says what you 
can or cannot do,” Ware 
said.

Hoblit said in the 
previous council meeting 
that codes were written 
primarily to address 
what was allowed, not 
to address what was not 
allowed.

Ware said he did not 
know if he would use the 
Airbnb booking platform 
to rent his house.  But, he 
said it was no different 
than using other methods 
for renting a house for 
a week on vacation or 
renting a house in the city 
of Clinton.

“If we went through the 
city of Clinton and looked 
at how many houses are 
rented, I don’t think the 
city knows how long the 
term is on the rent or how 

long a person stays in a 
house in Clinton,” Ware 
said.  

He said he assumed it 
wasn’t public knowledge, 
“yet, the city wants to 
step in and tell a person 
how long they can rent 
their property because 
they’re using a source like 
Airbnb.”

Ware said he wanted 
to rent his house out for 
longer terms but wanted 
the right to rent to a family 
that might need it for a 
shorter length of time.  
He said he felt it was 
discriminatory to restrict a 
property being rented for a 
short term that was in the 
same neighborhood as a 
house being rented long 
term.

Ware said operating short 
term rental properties 
protects the landowners 
against tenants who won’t 
pay and refuse to leave.

“As a short-term lease 
or rental, they’re going to 
take care of that property 
because you’re going to 
get a review,” he said.  

C o m m i s s i o n e r s 
said their intention in 
addressing short-term 
rentals as part of the city 
code was not intended to 
prohibit the type of rental 
but to regulate them.

“We need to look 
at how we make 
that classification,” 
commissioner John Wise 
said.  “We do not have it 
on our books.”

Wise said Hoblit was 
correct in saying the 
ones that were operating 
currently were doing so 
without any zoning in 
place that would allow 
their operation.  Some 
of those rentals would 
be required to pay hotel/
motel tax to the city.

“We want to look at 
how we have that in 
our code and have that 
classification,” Wise said.

Wise said he did not 
oppose Airbnb-types of 
rentals but that the city 
needed language in the 
code covering the activity 
to create a “level playing 
field.”
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Hey, Parents 
and Grandparents!

Baby 
Bragger

Photos of 
babies born in 
2022 will run  
on Friday, 
January 27, 2023 Photos can be picked up after January 27, or we will return by mail if you provide 

a self-addressed, stamped envelope. Please write all information legibly and put 
the name of the baby on the back of the photo. 

Photos and information can be emailed to kpyne@theclintonjournal.com and 
payment made by credit card by calling 217-935-3171.

Deadline:
Friday, 
January 20

$10prepaid

2023 Baby Bragger
BABY’S NAME

BABY’S BIRTHDAY

PARENTS

GRANDPARENTS

111 S Monroe St, Clinton, IL 61727

Send a photo and payment ($10) 
along with this completed form to:

Name

Address

Phone                         EMAIL (optional)

Person Submitting Photo:

, 2022

NEWS OF 2022

Gordon Woods / Journal
Denis Hambucken, Joey Long, John Warner and Edith Brady-Lunny in a staging area for the Prairie Flyers exhibit, 
chronicling DeWitt County aviation history, which opened in June at the C.H. Moore Homestead & DeWitt County 
Museum.

Gordon Woods / 
Journal
Dean and 
Becky Adams 
raise Highland 
cattle and 
received the 
highest award 
presented by 
the Heartland 
Highland Cat-
tle Association.
Their story 
also was fea-
tured in Clinton 
Journal’s 
Today’s Farm 
magazine.

Courtesy of NSDAR DeWitt Clinton Chapter
At a meeting of the NSDAR DeWitt Clinton Chapter, the group honored its 2022 Good Citizens, Luis Mendoza (Clinton), Sarah 
Whitehouse (Blue Ridge), and Owen Corbly (Heyworth, not pictured). The DAR Good Citizens Award recognizes and rewards stu-
dents who possess the qualities of dependability, service, leadership, and patriotism in their homes, schools, and communities. Left 
to right: Rosemary Parker, chapter regent ; Elizabeth Torres, Luis’s mother ; Luis Mendoza ; Sarah Whitehouse ; Leslie Hieronymus, 
Sarah’s mother ; and Carole Wylder, chair of the Good Citizen committee.

Gordon Woods / Journal
Harry Brand, right, with Dave and Sandy Maxwell, 
owners of Walker Tire & Exhaust, Clinton.  Harry retired 
from Walker’s after 35 years.

Warner Hospital CEO 
Paul Skowron reported 
the hospital was gradually 
returning to normal as 
statewide COVID cases 
continued to decline.  
In spite of much lower 
COVID and Omicron 
variant numbers, Skowron 
reminded residents it was 
still flu season and urged 
caution.

Police officers were out 
reminding residents about 
the rules concerning the 
city’s snow routes.  Chief 
of Police Ben Lowers said 
the city hadn’t vigorously 
enforced the rules for a 
while and there would 
be a return to more 
compliance enforcement.  
A list of designated snow 
routes in on the City of 
Clinton website under 
“Government,” then 
click “City Code Book.”  
Residents living along 
snow route streets must 
remove their vehicles 
prior to a forecast winter 
storm.

March
The DeWitt County 

Board voted to sell 75 
acres it owned at Clinton 
Lake marina.  The plan 
included use restrictions 
requested by Exelon/
Constellation, owner of 
Clinton Power Station.

John Warner, Joey 
Long, Edith Brady-Lunny 
and Denis Hambucken 
announced a special 
exhibit on DeWitt County 
aviation to be hosted 
by the DeWitt County 
Museum.  The exhibited 
included items used by 
a selection of DeWitt 
County aviators as well as 
a book that included the 
stories of the flyers.

Candidates for office 
filed for the 2022 
DeWitt County Primary 

Election scheduled for 
June.  County board 
members Terry Ferguson 
and Melonie Tilley filed 
for reelection, while 
candidates Tom Farris, 
Kristina Deerwester 
and Joe Witte also filed.  
Incumbent sheriff Mike 
Walker filed for reelection, 
Kari Harris filed for 
county clerk, and Sara 
Jade Russel and Codilee 
Snow filed for county 
treasurer.

The county board’s land 
use committee announced 
a major review of the 
county’s zoning code.  
The intent was to remove 
or revise parts of the code 
that may no longer be 
relevant and expand or 
modify portions to address 
emerging issues, such 
as solar energy projects 
and short-term rental 
properties.

April
Three businesses and 

a nonprofit organization 
were awarded during the 
annual Clinton Chamber 
Business Expo.  The 
Clinton Journal received 
the award as small 
business of the year; the 
medium-sized business 
of the year award went to 
Calvert Funeral Homes 
and the large business of 
the year award went to 
the First National Bank 
& Trust Company.  The 
Vault was awarded as the 
nonprofit organization of 
the year.

The city council voted 
to extend operating hours 
for golf cart use to 10 
p.m.  The extension was 
prompted by a request by 
golf cart users.

                See 2022 / A3
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Courtesy of DCMA
The DeWitt County Museum Association added new members to the Board of Directors in 2022.  The nonprofit organiza-
tion’s mission statement is “to preserve and promote the history and heritage of DeWitt County.”  The DCMA is responsible 
for the maintenance and operation of the C.H. Moore Homestead DeWitt County Museum, planning and organization of the 
annual Apple ‘n Pork Festival, caring for the museum’s extensive collection, offering educational programs to both students 
and adults, and more.  Front Row (L-R) Maureen Collins-Kolb, Secretary; B.A. Nelson; Camille Redman; Wonnie Morris, 
Parliamentarian. Middle Row (L-R) Katherine Ferguson, Corresponding Secretary; Karen Steward; Kim Toohill, new Board 
Member; Alaina Russell, new Board Member.  Back Row (L-R)  Kelbey McMath, President; Chet Walters, Vice-President; 
Terry Ferguson, Second Vice-President; Steve Perring; Jim Morris; Barbara McMath, Co-Treasurer; Jane Tedrick,  Co-Trea-
surer.  Not Pictured, New Board Members Nathan Lippert, Kiersten Goff and Parker Toohill as well as Logan Redman and 
Leon Owens.

Courtesy of Clinton Tree Commission

Arbor Day 2022 in Clinton
Arbor Day was celebrated on April 30 with a tree planting at one of Clinton’s arboretums on East Washington Street 
following a ceremony to remember Edgar and Rheba Turner, parents of Clinton Tree Commission member Marilyn 
Black at Douglas Elementary School. Three generations of the family provided written remarks in honor of the Turn-
ers and many attended the event, along with Tree Commission members and Clinton Mayor Roger Cyrulik. 

Gordon Woods / Journal
Clinton city clerk Cheryl Van Valey administers the oath of office to new city attorney John Hoblit in 2022.  Hoblit 
replaced long-time city attorney Steve Myers who retired as the city legal council.

As cases of COVID-19 
continued to decline, the 
new budget for Warner 
Hospital & Health 
Services reflected the 
change, assuming it was 
unlikely the city would 
see a major resurgence in 
the virus.

The county board 
approved a revised 
ordinance placing 
restrictions of commercial 
solar power projects.  The 
change confines solar 
development to areas 
designated as “industrial” 
zones.

May
Meta, Facebook’s parent 

company, announced 
it would draw power 
from DeWitt County’s 
Alta Farms II wind 
energy project.  The 
announcement designated 
Alta Farms II as a source 
of power for Meta’s 
data center expansion in 
DeKalb.

Clinton resident Robert 
Kreitler questioned the 
city council about what 
he felt was an improper 
and dangerous method of 
supplying electricity to a 
hospital out-building.  

After spirited debate, the 
county board extended 
for one year its contract 
with 1125 Property 
Management to manage 
the Clinton Lake marina.  
Some board members 
felt the county’s contract 
with 1125 favored the 
management firm too 
much financially.  Other 
members pointed out the 
management firm already 
had committed to upgrades 
to the marina that already 
were under way.

June
The Clinton Memorial 

Day observance was 
moved to Mr. Lincoln’s 
Square in 2022.  Local 
police officer and schools 
resource office Mike 
Bennett addressed the 
crowd about the sacrifices 
made by the members 
serving in the U.S. Armed 
Forces.

The school board banned 
student cell phones at 
Clinton Junior High.  The 
administration concluded 
the phones created a 
distraction for students 
during school hours.

The city responded 
to allegations the fire 
department’s training 
facility was not up 
to proper codes.  A 
representative from the 
fire department said the 
department was making 
every effort to comply 
with the NFPA 1402 
Standards on Facilities 
for Fire Training and 
Associated Props.  

Farnsworth Group 
engineers worked 
toward getting the street 
completed in the city’s new 
subdivision, located along 
Illini Drive.  The work 
had been delayed because 
of winter weather and 
also because soil samples 
showed additional work 
was necessary on the road 
bed before concrete could 
be poured.

July
The school district’s 

lawsuit against the Illinois 
State Board of Education 
was declared moot.  The 
district had sought to 
implement its own return-
to-school COVID policy 
rather than the mandated 
plan by ISBE.  While 
declaring the suit moot, the 
judge nevertheless wrote 
he doubted the ISBE acted 
properly, opening the door 
for school districts to 
follow their COVID own 
plans.

Cummins’ engineers 
reported to the county 
board that work was under 
way installing foundations 
for the Aircraft Detection 
Lighting System at the 
Alta Farms II wind energy 
project.  The county hired 
Cummins to monitor 
progress on the project.  

                 See 2022 / A7

Courtesy of the Write Stuff for Kids
The Write Stuff for Kids, Inc. celebrated its 20th anniver-
sary in 2022.  Write Stuff for Kids Inc. board members 
and student volunteers: front row, Tina Baxter; student 
volunteer Amerie Hemphill; Sharon Ijams and Tere 
Tedrick. Back row: student volunteer Briauna Hemphill; 
Lauri Torbert, Helen Michelassi and Edith Brady-Lunny. 
Not pictured, board member Kathleen Frick.
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NEWS
KENNEY — Mark 

Randall Seppi, 55, of 
Kenney, passed away 1:15 
PM December 26, 2022 at 
his home in Kenney.

No services are planned 
at this time. The family 
entrusted Calvert Funeral 
Home, Clinton, with 
cremation rites.

Memorials may be 
directed to Clinton 
Assembly of God Church.

Mark was born on May 
19, 1967, in Joliet, Ill., the 
son of Rudolph “Rudy” 
and Judith A. “Judy” 
(Tallman) Seppi.

Survivors include his 
father, Rudolph “Rudy” 
Seppi, Kenney; siblings, 
Jamie (Herman) Jolly, 
Plainfield, Ill., and Danny 
(Mariya) Seppi, Symerton, 

Ill.; two nieces, Elizabeth 
(Donny) Furbee, Newark, 
Ill. and Donna Dobson, 
Clinton; two nephews, 
Stephen Michael Jolly, 
Plainfield Ill., and Daniel 
Rudolph Seppi, Peotone, 
Ill; one great-niece, 
Finleigh Judith Rose 
Furbee, Newark, Ill., and 
one great-nephew on the 
way, Alexander David 
Scott Furbee.

He was preceded in death 
by his mother, Judith A. 
“Judy,” and two brothers, 
David Joseph and Scott 
Matthew Seppi.

Mark was very musically 
inclined, enjoying playing 
the piano and keyboard.

Online condolences 
may be made at www.
calvertmemorial.com

Mark Randall Seppi

ST. CHARLES, Mo. — 
Shirley Ann Thorp (nee 
Daniels), aged 95, of St. 
Charles, Mo., passed on 
Tuesday, December 13, 
2022.  

Shirley, a former 
resident of Clinton and 
Jacksonville, Ill., was a 
1945 graduate of Clinton 
Community High School.  

Shirley is survived by 
her children, George Mark 
(Jill) Thorp, Richard Eric 
(Andrea) Thorp, Brian 
Edward Thorp, and Janice 
Elaine Thorp, treasured 
grandmother of George 
Jonathan Eric (Kristina) 
Thorp, Kristina Lynn 
(Anthony White) Thorp, 
Richard Christopher 
(Megan) Thorp, and 
Stephanie Daniel Thorp, 
great-grandmother of 
George Jacob Gene, 
Hannah Nicole, Parker 
Rae, Richard Jackson, 
Grace Louise, Lucas 
William August, and 
Henry Church.  

Shirley was preceded 
in death by her husband, 
George Thorp, and by her 
mother, Lucille Dolberts 
(nee Spainhour), and her 
step-father Fred Waryer 
Wright.  She was also 
preceded in death by her 
brothers Robert Meade 
Daniels, Thornton Earl 
Daniels, and John Gilbert 
Daniels.

Visitation will be 
held on January 13 
from 10a.m.-noon, 
followed immediately 
by the funeral services at 
Hutchens-Stygar Funeral 
and Cremation Center, 
5987 Mid Rivers Mall Dr. 
St. Charles, MO 63304.  

Interment will be at noon 
on January 14 with a short 
graveside service at Oak 
Park Cemetery, Clinton.  

In lieu of flowers, the 
family asks that donations 
be made to the Shirley 
Thorp memorial fund 
for St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital.

Shirley Ann Thorp

0315201902072020

The Bounce Back Team 
believes rehabilitation 
must be a partnership. 
Together, we can get you 
started on the road to 
recovery. Let us show you 
how to bounce back!

Liberty Village of Clinton
1 Park Lane West

217-935-8500 • www.libertyvillageofclinton.com
A Not-For-Profit Provider

SPECIALIZING IN
Physical, Occupational & Speech Therapy 
Stroke Rehab | Massage Therapy
Joint Replacement Rehab | Outpatient

201 S. Center Street
Clinton, IL • 217-935-3166
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Doris Marie ‘Rie’ Burkett

Courtesy of Clinton Rotary

Clinton Rotary donates to FCA
Judy Reeves receives a donation from Steve Wilson, 
on behalf of Clinton Rotary.  Reeves is the local facili-
tator for Clinton High School’s Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes.

Clinton Police 
Department

Citations 01/02/23
Gabrielle R. Gude 

31, Clinton Operating 
Uninsured Motor Vehicle, 
Driving While License 
Suspended, Suspended 
Registration. Notice to 
Appear in court

On 12/30/22 Clinton 
Police arrested Tabatha 
A. Lane 33, Decatur for 
Driving While License 
Suspended and Cierra C. 
Zbinden 32, Clinton on a 
Macon County Warrant. 
Both subjects were 
transported to the DeWitt 
County Jail and released 
to Corrections.

On 12/30/22 Clinton 
Police arrested Jacob M. 
Fatheree 38, Clinton for 
Violation of Order of 
Protection. Fatheree was 
transported to the DeWitt 
County Jail and released 
to Corrections.

On 12/30/22 Clinton 
Police arrested Tracy L. 
Warden Jr. 45, Clinton 
for Disorderly Conduct. 
Warden was transported to 
the DeWitt County Jail and 
released to Corrections.

On 01/01/23 Clinton 
Police arrested Stephen 
F. Castro 42, Decatur for 
Possession of Cannabis 
by Driver, Driving 
While License Revoked, 
Operating Uninsured 
Motor Vehicle, Driving 
Under the Influence of 
Alcohol and 2 Macon 
County Warrants. Castro 
was transported to the 
DeWitt County Jail and 

CLINTON — Doris 
Marie “Rie” Burkett, 70, 
of Clinton, passed away 
at 7:38 p.m. on December 
31, 2022, at Farmer City 
Rehab, Farmer City.

Services will be 
conducted at 11 a.m. on 
Tuesday,  January 10, 2023, 
at the Clinton Assembly 
of God Church with 
Pastor Nick Blacklidge 
officiating. Burial will 
follow at 2 p.m. at Camp 
Butler National Cemetery, 
Springfield. Visitation will 
be held from 5–7 p.m. on 
Monday, January 9, 2023, 
at the church. Calvert 
Funeral Home, Clinton, is 
in charge of arrangements.

Memorials may be 
directed to Clinton 
Assembly of God Church.

Rie was born on 
September 13, 1952, in 
Clinton, the daughter of 
James D. and Doris Jean 
(Evans) McKee. She 
married W.C. Burkett on 
September 25, 1971, in 
Keokuk, Iowa.  He passed 
away on December 24, 
2016.

Survivors include her 
children, Wendy (Gordon) 
Woods, Clinton; Lisa 
Burkett, Clinton; Jason 
Burkett, Clinton; Bobbi 
(Sam) Perryman, Clinton; 
six grandchildren, 
Marcus Woods, Evan 
Woods, Sabrina Burkett, 
Emily Burkett, Xavier 
Perryman and Rose 
Perryman, all of Clinton; 
siblings Beverly (George) 

Mullins, Decatur; David 
M. (Charlotte) McKee, 
Sullivan; and Thomas A. 
McKee, Montreal, Mo.; 
and sister-in-law, Sherrie 
McKee, Farmer City

She was preceded in 
death by her parents and 
one brother, Bob McKee.

Rie was a member of the 
Clinton Assembly of God 
Church, where she was 
active in the children’s 
ministries.  She was the 
YMCA day camp director 
from 1977-1982.  Rie 
was a caregiver to many 
people through the years.  
She loved to travel and 
work on various puzzles.

Online condolences 
may be made at www.
calvertmemorial.com

released to Corrections.

DeWitt County 
Sheriff’s Office

Dec. 23-30

Tahya Houston, 24, 
Clinton, was issued a 
Citation for Failure to 
Reduce Speed/Accident.  
Houston was given a 
Notice to Appear and was 
released.

Gage Huston, 22, 
Clinton, was issued a 
Citation for Operating 
Uninsured Vehicle.  
Huston was given a 
Notice to Appear and was 
released.

Thomas Hurtt, 63, 
Clinton, was arrested and 
charged with Domestic 
Battery.  Hurtt being 
unable to post the 
necessary bond remains 
lodged in the DeWitt 
County Jail.

Estella Mason, 57, 
Clinton, was arrested and 
charged with Domestic 
Battery.  Mason being 
unable to post the 
necessary bond remains 
lodged in the DeWitt 
County Jail.

Perry Petrzelka, 
Ellsworth, was issued 
a Citation for Driving 
While License Revoked.  
Petrzelka was given a 
Notice to Appear and was 
released.

All suspects are 
presumed innocent until 
proven guilty in a court of 
law.

Law Enforcement

GOOD 
ADVERTISING 

DOESN’T COST 
MONEY.

IT MAKES 
MONEY.

An advertising expert said to 
make ads that work, make them, 
“… simple, memorable, inviting 

to look at and fun to read.”

We’ve been helping 
businesses do that  

for 115 years.  
We can help yours, too. 

Call the Advertising Department.

217-935-3171

CJFILL

Jack Myers
Social Security public 
affairs specialist

Social Security programs 
touch the lives of more 
than 70 million people. 
We work hard to ensure 
critical benefits and other 
services are accessible 
to you.  Consider the 
start of the new year as 
an opportunity for you 
to engage with Social 
Security online. This 
begins with creating your 
free and secure personal 
my Social Security 
account at www.ssa.gov/
myaccount. Once you 
create an account, you 
can:

•	 Apply for 
retirement, spouses, or 
disability benefits.

•	 Apply for 
Medicare.

•	 Check your 
application status. 

•	 Request a 
replacement Social 
Security number card.

If you do not receive 
Social Security benefits, 
you can use your personal 
my Social Security 
account to:

•	 Get personalized 
retirement benefit 
estimates. 

•	 Get your Social 
Security Statement.

•	 Get estimates for 
spouse’s benefits.

•	 Get instant proof 
that you do not receive 
benefits.

If you receive benefits, 
you can use your personal 

my Social Security 
account to:

•	 Change your 
address (Social Security 
benefits only).

•	 Set up or change 
your direct deposit 
information (Social 
Security benefits only).

•	 Instantly get 
proof of benefits.

•	 Print your SSA-
1099.

Your personal my Social 
Security account has a 
secure Message Center. 
You can choose to receive 
the annual cost-of-living 
adjustments and the 
income-related monthly 
adjustment amount online. 
Unless you opt-out of 
receiving notices by mail 
that are available online, 
you will receive both 
mailed and online notices. 

Your personal my Social 
Security account offers 
easy access to features 
that save you time 
when you do business 
with us online. Check 
out our other resources 
available at www.ssa.gov/
onlineservices for your 
convenience. 

Please share this 
information with your 
friends and loved ones 
who may need it. 

New year, learn about 
Social Security online
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OPINION
ELECTED
OFFICIALS

HISTORY
ALMANAC

The Clinton Journal accepts responsibly written 
letters covering topics of interest to our readers.  

Letters must be the original works of their senders.
The Journal accepts letters endorsing political 

candidates up to the Tuesday before a Friday edition 
prior to election day.  The Journal will not publish 
letters from candidates endorsing themselves.

All other letters will be published at the discretion of 
The Journal, space permitting, in the next available 
edition.  The Journal does not publish anonymous 
letters.  Letters submitted for publication must 
include the name of the author, address and 
telephone number.  Addresses and telephone 

numbers will not be published.
The editor and manager reserve the right to edit 

letters for length and/or content and to publish letters 
using any Journal platform, i.e. print newspaper, 
Web site or other electronic delivery method.

Readers should keep in mind that letters published 
are the opinions of their authors, are not news 
reports and do not necessarily reflect the opinions 
of this newspaper its staff or its advertisers.

The Journal does not certify information used in 
letters but will remove any passages it considers 
potentially libelous.

Clinton Journal letter policy

CLINTON CITY COUNCIL
Mayor - Roger Cyrulik
Dan Ballenger
935-2394
Kenny Buchanan
935-9438
Tom Edmunds
935-6861
John Wise
(217) 412-0501

DEWITT COUNTY 
BOARD
Dist. A
Claro Carter - 935-3892
Joe Witte
Jamison Prestegaard - 
309-660-6551

Dist. B
Terry Ferguson, vice 
chairman - 519-0016
John Werts
Patrick Ryan

Dist. C
Megan Myers - 309-212-
9077
Thomas Farris
Kristina Deerwester

Dist. D
Dan Matthews, chairman
 - (217) 306-6576
Melonie Tilley - 935-6538
Brian Riddle

U.S. GOVERNMENT
Executive
President Joseph Biden
The White House
1600 Pennsylvannia Ave.
Washington, D.C. 20500
(202) 456-1414

Legislature
Sen. Dick Durbin
364 Russell Senate Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20510
(202) 224-2152
or
525 S. Eighth St.
Springfield, IL. 62703
(217) 492-4062

Sen. Tammy Duckworth
524 Hart Senate Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20510
(202) 224-2854
(202) 228-0618 FAX

Rep. Rodney Davis
1740 Longworth House 
Office Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20515-
1313
(202) 225-2371
(202) 226-0791 FAX
or
2004 Fox Drive
Champaign, IL. 61720
(217) 403-4690
(217) 403-4691 FAX

ILLINOIS GOVERNMENT
Gov. J.B. Pritzker
207 Statehouse
Springfield, IL. 62706
(217) 782-6830

101st District State Rep.
Dan Caulkins
Springfield Office:
205 A-N Stratton Office 
Building
Springfield, IL   62706
(217) 782-8163
District Office:
715 West Imboden Drive
Decatur, IL  62521
(217) 876-1968
(217) 876-1973 FAX

51st District State Sen.
Chapin Rose
510 S. Staley Road, Suite 
D
Champaign, IL. 61822
(217) 607-1853
(217) 607-5471 FAX
or
1030 State Capital Bldg.
Springfield, IL. 62706
(217) 558-1006

1900 - In India, it was 
reported that millions of 
people were dying from 
starvation.

1900 - Off of South Africa, 
the British seized the 
German steamer Herzog. 
The boat was released on 
January 22, 1900.

1912 - New Mexico be-
came the 47th U.S. state.

1930 - The first diesel-en-
gine automobile trip was 
completed after a run of 
792 miles from Indianap-
olis, IN, to New York City, 
NY.

1931 - Thomas Edison 
executed his last patent 
application.

1941 - Richard Wid-
mark made his debut on 
radio in “The Home of the 
Brave.”

1941 - Alice Marble made 
her professional tennis 
debut when she defeated 
Ruth Hardwick of Great 
Britain at Madison Square 
Garden in New York City.

1942 - The first commer-
cial around-the-world air-
line flight took place. Pan 
American Airlines was 
the company that made 
history with the feat.

1942 - The National 
Collegiate Football Rules 
Committee abolished the 
Y formation.

1945 - The Battle of the 
Bulge ended with 130,000 
German and 77,000 Allied 
casualties.

1950 - Britain recognized 
the Communist govern-
ment of China.

1952 - “Peanuts” debuted 
in Sunday papers across 
the United States.

1963 - “Wild Kingdom” 
premiered on NBC.

1967 - U.S. and South 
Vietnamese forces 
launched a major offen-
sive, known as Operation 
“Deckhouse V”, in the 
Mekong River delta.

1974 - CBS radio debuted 
“Radio Mystery Theatre.”

1975 - ABC-TV debuted 
“A.M. America.”

1982 - William G. Bonin 
was convicted in Los 
Angeles, CA, of being the 
“freeway killer” who had 
murdered 14 young men 
and boys.

1987 - After a 29-year 
lapse, the Ford Thunder-
bird was presented with 
the Motor Trend Car of 
the Year Award. It was the 
first occurrence of a re-
peat winner of the award.

1994 - Figure skater 
Nancy Kerrigan was 
clubbed on the right leg 
by an assailant at Cobo 
Arena in Detroit, MI. Four 
men were later sentenced 
to prison for the attack, 
including Tonya Harding’s 
ex-husband.

1998 - The spacecraft 
Lunar Prospect was 
launched into orbit around 
the moon. The craft was 
crashed into the moon, 
in an effort to find water 
under the lunar surface, 
on July 31, 1999.

1999 - The 106th U.S. 
Congress opened. The 
first item on the agenda 
was the impeachment 
proceedings of U.S. Pres-
ident Bill Clinton. The trial 
was set to begin January 
7, 1999.

1999 - Bob Newhart 
received a star on the 
Hollywood Walk of Fame.

The U. S. House of 
Representatives votes for 
its Speaker on Tuesday 
of this week. That will 
tell us much about how 
Washington politics will 
proceed. I would also 
note this article is written 
before that vote will be 
cast. 

It takes 218 votes to 
be elected Speaker. The 
Republicans have 222 
seats, which should make 
the election of Kevin 
McCarthy a shoe in. The 
problem is the Republican 
Freedom Caucus of the 
House is essentially 
opposed to McCarthy. 

If at least five of those 
members hold fast in their 
opposition to McCarthy, 
he doesn’t have the votes. 
Agree on disagree with 
Democratic Speaker, 
Nancy Pelosi, you have to 
give her credit for getting 
her ducks in a row before 
her election to Speaker. 

The Democrats have 
their centrist base and then 
some radical leftists led 
by AOC. But the key is 
that Pelosi reigned in the 
opposition or effectuated a 
deal to pass the Democratic 
legislation. Nancy Pelosi 
was a brilliant Speaker in 

getting her party’s agenda 
moved forward to passage. 

Former Republican 
Speaker John Boehner 
and Paul Ryan were both 
at odds with the Freedom 
Caucus and were severely 
hampered in their tenure 
as Speaker. 

Even if McCarthy is 
successful in obtaining the 
Speakership, the question 
will be how much power 
will the Freedom Caucus 
have in the next two 
years. There appears to 
be too much chaos in the 
Republican-dominated 
House for the Republicans 
to be effective by 
themselves as a party. 

If both parties choose to 
operate on strictly partisan 
agendas then chaos  will 
be the result. However, if 
some true leaders in both 
parties actually sit down 
and debate the issues we 
may see the return of a true 
bi-partisan House. That 
would truly be interesting. 
Both political parties have 
put themselves in front of 
the nation’s needs. Perhaps 
there is some hope that a 
change is occurring.

State wide the Pritzker 
administration suffered a 
setback when a judge in 

Kankakee County ruled 
against the new no bond 
laws. Sixty-five State’s 
Attorneys opposed the 
new law and filed a lawsuit 
against the legislation on 
constitutional grounds. 
Somebody in Springfield 
needs to take note of 
the factor that 2/3 of 
the elected attorneys 
in Illinois opposed a 
Chicago generated piece 
of legislation. The lawsuit 
was consolidated and 
held in Kankakee. Two 
things are of note. First 
the Kankakee State’s 
Attorney who opposed the 
legislation is a Democrat. 

Second it is the urban 
counties, or those with 
large college aged 
voters, who support the 
new legislation. This 
legislation again shows 
the real divide in Illinois 
is between rural and urban 
constituencies. 

When legislation gets 
local one can see that 

rural votes are greatly 
outnumbered and Chicago 
will probably get its way. 
It’s a new year, but this 
divide is long standing 
and appears to be getting 
wider.  

On the world scene it 
appears that peace is still 
illusive. Russia is led by a 
dictator who has grandiose 
ideas of a greater Russia. 
Those dreams have been 
thwarted by Ukraine 
which simply wanted to 
be left alone. 

North Korea is test 
firing missiles and voicing 
aggression against both 
South Korea and the 
US. Dictators who fear 
losing power can be very 
dangerous and we should 
be concerned. 

Communist China is 
making moves to get its 
forces into a position to 
attack Taiwan at some 
time. China took back 
Hong Kong with false 
comments about allowing 
individual freedoms to 
continue. Now they are 
looking at this major 
island of Taiwan and 
flexing their muscles. 

The world is in a 
precarious state. 

The new year

If you’ve ever had 
anything stolen out of your 
mailbox, or if a check has 
just failed to show up, you 
know the angst, trouble 
and problems that follow 
because of that missing 
money.

The Department of 
Veterans Affairs has a way 
to safeguard the benefit 
money that comes to you. 
The Veterans Benefits 
Banking Program, for 
veterans and beneficiaries, 
will do a direct deposit 
into your account. 

According to the VA, if 
receiving a paper check, 
you’re 16 times more 
likely to have it lost or 

stolen. You’re 22 times 
more likely to have it go 
missing altogether and 
need to file a claim for 
it, which of course takes 
time. They say that since 
many veterans are using 
direct deposit, fraud has 
gone down by 93 percent.

And with direct deposit, 
you’ll get your money 
faster. It suddenly just 
appears in your account, 
on time, every time, not 
making its way through 
the postal system.

Through the banking 
program, there are 43 
banking institutions that 
have signed up to provide 
low or no-cost checking 

and savings accounts. You 
can find those banks here: 
veteransbenefitsbanking.
org/financial-institutions. 
(Don’t miss the FAQ. 
A lot of questions are 
answered.) Scroll down to 
the list of banks. (I’m a fan 
of USAA.) If you already 
have a bank account (or 
credit union) and you 
like them, you can set up 
a direct deposit right into 
your account. Call the VA 
at 800-827-1000 and find 

more information at www.
va.gov/change-direct-
deposit.

It can take a little while 
to think about this kind 
of change if you’ve never 
had direct deposit. But it 
can be rather disconcerting 
to have a neighbor from 
a block away show up at 
your door with a check 
that was mistakenly 
delivered to them. 

You can eliminate a 
big source of worry and 
potential problems if you 
consider signing up for 
direct deposit for your 
benefit payment.

(c) 2023 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Get your money faster with direct deposit



FRIDAY, JAN. 6, 2023PAGE 6 / SEC A • CLINTON JOURNAL

NEWS

Area Churches Directory
Calvary United 

Pentecostal 
Church

412 S. Monroe 
Street, Clinton
(217) 935-8627
3 p.m.-Sunday wor-
ship
7 p.m.-Mondays 
family prayer
7 p.m.-Wednesday 
Bible study

Christ Lutheran 
Church 

& preschool
701 S. Mulberry 
Street, Clinton
Office (217) 935-
5808
Preschool office 
(217) 935-4675
8:15 a.m.-Sunday 
worship
9:30 a.m.-Sunday 
school
Preschool Tues., 
Wed. and Thurs. 
morning and after-
noon sessions.

Clinton Church 
of Christ

Bus. Rt. 51 south, 
Clinton
(217) 935-5058
Stephen R. Bradd, 
Gospel preacher
AudioEvangelism.
com
Clinton CofC.com
9 a.m.-Sunday 
morning Bible study
10 a.m.-Sunday 
morning worship
1 p.m.-Sunday wor-
ship
7 p.m.-Wednesday 
evening Bible study

Clinton Church 
of God

720 E. Woodlawn 
Street, Clinton
clintoncog.org
Mark Cooper, pastor
9:30 a.m.-Sunday 
school
10:30 a.m.-Sunday 
morning worship
6 p.m.-Sunday night 
service
7 p.m.-Wednesday 
service

Clinton 
Presbyterian 

Church
402 N. Center Street
Office hours: 8:30 
a.m.-12:30 p.m., 
Mon.-Fri.
Tel. (217) 935-6178
Fax (217) 935-6128
Pastor-Paul Stroup
clintonpresbyterian.
org
9:15 a.m.-Sunday 
school
10:30 a.m.-Sunday 
worship with nursery 
available
Senior high youth 
group meets twice a 
month.

PC - A Place to 
Belong - Believe – 
Become

Clinton United 
Methodist Church

308 E. Main Street
Rev. Darrell Howard
(217) 935-5869
clintonumcil.org
9 a.m. Sunday Wor-
ship
10:30 a.m. Sunday 
School Children & 
Adult
5 p.m. Saturday 

Evening Worship in 
chapel
3:30 p.m. Thursday 
JC Stars After School 
Children’s program 
(pickup is available)
3rd Sunday S.W.A.G 
Sr & Jr High Youth
6 p.m. Extended 
Table 2nd and 4th 
Mondays
12:30 p.m. Wednes-
day Backpack Minis-
try

First Baptist 
Church

220 Illini Drive, Clin-
ton
(217) 935-2032
firstbaptistchurch3@
frontier.com
John Roberson, 
pastor
9:30 a.m.-Sunday 
school
10:30 a.m.-Sunday 
worship
5 p.m.-Sunday eve-
ning worship
7 p.m.-Wednesday 
mid-week prayer 
meeting

First Christian 
Church

100 N. Jackson 
Street, Clinton (W. 
Main & N. Jackson)
clintonfcc.com
Adult Bible School 8 
a.m.
Worship Services: 9 
a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
First Kids Worship for 
3-yr -olds - 5th grade 
is available at 9 a.m. 
& 10:30 a.m.
Nursery available at 
each morning ser-
vice.

First Church 
of the Nazarene

Rt. 51 and Klee-
mann Drive, Clinton
Michael A. Taylor, 
pastor
8:30 a.m.-Sunday 
prayer around the 
altar
8:45 a.m.-continental 
breakfast
9:30 a.m.-Sunday 
school / Bible study
10:30 a.m.-morning 
worship
7 p.m.-Wednesday 
mid-week service

Kenney Christian 
Church

213 W. Benjamin 
Street, Kenney
(217) 944-2275
Ernie Harvey, min-
ister
9:30 a.m.-Bible 
study
10:30 a.m.-Sunday 
worship

Lane Christian 
Church

(217) 935-2557
www.lanechurch.org
Jim Kilson, preach-
ing and teaching 
minister
Marcus McCollom, 
youth and family 
minister
9 a.m.-Sunday 
school
10 a.m.-worship
5:30 p.m.-youth 
group
“We’re ordinary 
people helping each 
other become faithful 
followers of Jesus.”

Lifebridges Church
200 S. Alexander 
Street, Clinton
(217) 570-0105
www. lifebridges-
church.com
Pastors-Jonathan 
and Dana Taylor 
10 a.m.-Sunday cel-
ebration
10 a.m.- AMPED 
Kids for ages (1-5 
grades)
10 a.m.-AMPED Jr. 
(birth-K)
7 p.m.-AfterShock 
teen church, 6th-12 
grades
6 p.m.-Wednesday, 
Strategic Disciple
6:30 p.m.-Thursday, 
DIVE teen Bible 
study
7 p.m.- Thursdays, 
1st & 3rd, Empow-
ered Women / 2nd & 
4th, Frontline Men

St. John 
the Baptist 

Catholic Church
502 N. Monroe 
Street, Clinton
(217) 935-3727
Rev. James 
Owusu-Yeboah, 
pastor
4 p.m.-Saturday 
mass
8:30 a.m.-Sunday 
mass

St. Patrick 
Catholic Church

308 S. Locust Street, 
Wapella
(217) 935-8510
Office hours: 9 a.m.-
5 p.m., Thurs.
Father Geoff Horton, 
administrator
9 a.m.-Sunday mass

Texas Christian 
Church

8301 Texas Church 
Road, Clinton
(217) 454-6846
www. Texaschristian-
church.org
Scott Marsh, minis-
ter
9 a.m.-Sunday 
school
10 a.m.-Sunday 
worship
6 p.m.-Sunday eve-
ning worship
6 p.m.-Wednesday 
prayer meeting

The Blessed Hope 
Seventh-Day 

Adventist Church
112 N. Monroe St., 
Clinton
(217) 731-4005
9:30 a.m.-Saturday, 
Sabbath school
11 a.m.- worship 
with 
pot luck afterwards
6 p.m.-Wednesday, 
prophecy meetings

Wapella 
Christian Church

101 N. Poplar
(217) 731-4404
Josh Gorrie, minister
Wapellacc.com
9 a.m.-Sunday 
school
10 a.m.-worship
“Celebrating our 
150th year”

The
Culinary
Corner
By Chef
Roger Joss

Welcome to my little 
corner of culinary delights.

I am often asked what 
my favorite food or 
dish is.  To me, culinary 
pleasure entails much 
not allowing for a simple 
answer.  my answer is 
in three parts.  First will 
be the answer that I can 
accept as expressing 
my true feelings.  The 
second will answer what 
is generally understood.  
The last part is to explain 
in what manner must be 
taken for me to enjoy any 
food.

My favorite food is that 
in which I have not yet 
discovered.  The whole 
adventure in culinary is 
to discover.  The whole 
essence in enjoying cuisine 
is to enjoy new adventures 
never experienced.  I favor 
discovering foods I had 
never tried.  As a result, 
the next food discovered 
becomes my favorite for 
that moment.

If I am therefore 
cornered to state which is 
my favorite of what I have 
already enjoyed, I must 
change my perspectives.  
I will give a comparative 
example first.  For anyone 
asking me which is my 
favorite child, it would 
depend.  Who can really 
answer arbitrarily?  My 
answer is that it depends 
upon the subject.  I might 
favor one child for his 
or her ability to love and 
care for others.  I might 
favor another for their 
ability to succeed for the 
good of others.  I might 
also favor another for 
their ability in sports and 
determination.  Therefore, 
it is not dependent upon a 
single exactitude.  It is all 
relative as Albert Einstein 
would have said.  Now 
let me explain it in food 
choices.

While watching Charles 
Dicken’s “Christmas 
Carol” on Christmas 

eve, I greatly favor bread 
pudding made according 
to my recipe.  It is best 
fresh out of the oven 
with a tall glass of cold 
milk.  However, I enjoy 
my recipe for fried and 
seasoned ham sliders 
while visiting with friends.  
If I wish to show-off for 
special occasions, I enjoy 
the French classic coq-
ah-vin.  It Is all relative 
according to the occasion.  
In other words, the food 
needs to fit the occasion.  
Specifically, I cannot 
say any one food is my 
favorite outside of the one 
I have yet to discover.

My final explanation has 
to do with how the food 
is prepared.  For this, I 
shall give an anecdote.  I 
had a special friend with 
whom we exchanged 
biblical views.  He was the 
pastor of the Methodist 
faith.  He loved split pea 
soup.  He reminisced over 
what he enjoyed from a 
small establishment in 
Chicago.  However, he 
exclaimed that what he 
sampled from pre-mixes 
from the grocery store 
was no better than eating 
the box in which it came.  
I therefore made split pea 
soup for him.  He very 
much enjoyed it.

This is the same with me.  
If I say I enjoy scrambled 
eggs for breakfast, this 
does not necessarily mean 
I enjoy how anyone else 
makes them.  I trust in my 
recipes and my methods.  
To enjoy a favorite food 
necessitates it to be made 
well.

Until next time, peace to 
all.

Culinary favorites

BIBLE TRIVIA 
By Wilson Casey  
---
1. Is the book of 3 

Corinthians (KJV) in the 
Old or New Testament or 
neither?

2. Who received the 
command from God, 
“Take off your sandals”? 
Abraham, Joshua, Aaron, 
Moses

3. From John 21, how 
many times did Jesus ask 
Peter, “Do you love me”? 
2, 3, 7, 10

4. What Jewish maiden 
became the wife of King 
Ahasuerus? Keturah, 
Tamar, Puah, Esther

5. Who’s the only 
Egyptian queen mentioned 
in the Bible (KJV)? Sarah, 
Tahpenes, Ruth, Tamar

6. What city did David 
establish as capital of 
his kingdom? Antioch, 
Tarsus, Jerusalem, Gaza

Sharpen your 
understanding of scripture 
with Wilson’s Casey’s 
latest book, “Test Your 
Bible Knowledge,” 
available in bookstores 
and online.

(c) 2023 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

ANSWERS: 1) Neither, 
2) Moses, 3) 3, 4) Esther, 
5) Tahpenes, 6) Jerusalem 
(1003 BCE)

935-3171

The Clinton

Journal

ADVERTISING
IS AN 

INVESTMENT!

Plan your 
advertising dollars 

wisely. 
Be sure to target 

your specific market 
to increase your 

sales.

We can help.
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FNB 
celebrates 
150 years
Staff and executives of 
First National Bank & 
Trust held a ribbon cutting 
on July 29 as part of the 
bank’s 150th anniversary 
celebration.  Customers 
and residents were invited 
in for food, conversation 
and an opporunity to see 
some bank artifacts from 
past decades.

Courtesy of Edvydas Cicenas

Submitted photo

Weldon family holds 100th reunion
The 100th Gray family reunion held in Weldon Park was declared a success by family. Thirty-three reunion members, two guests, and one dog attended the reunion The oldest 
reunion member present was Wanda McDaniel, of Champaign, one of the three living grandchildren of founders Emmet and Alice Gray. The youngest reunion member present 
was Aaron Moen, whose grandmother Emily Edgecombe, of Argenta, is one of Emmett and Alice Gray’s great-grandchildren.  Family enjoyed a meal, played yard games, held 
their business meeting, shared the highlights of their year, handed out prizes, had poetry readings and finished the day with a watermelon seed-spitting contest, which was won 
by Ryan Moen, who spat one 37 feet.  Pictured are some of the blood descendants of Emmett and Alice Gray who attended the 100th reunion. Wanda McDaniel is seated in 
the chair; her 88-year-old brother Phares O’Daffer, of Bloomington, is pictured to her left in the photo.

Gordon Woods / Journal
Residents attending the Founders’ Day event gathered on the lawn of the C.H. Moore Homestead & DeWitt County 
Museum to watch a brief, sometimes humorous, conversation between three important Clinton historical figures.  

The county began 
exploring the use of online 
permit applications. The 
U.S.-based company 
Cloudpermit was 
examined to provide 
software to the county 
making it possible for 
applicants to submit their 
paperwork online.  The 
system also could notify 
the building inspector 
when a structure was 

ready for inspection.  The 
county also was looking 
a revamping its building 
permit fee structure.

The Clinton AmVets post 
received the statewide 
Commander’s Award for 
its community service 
and service to military 
veterans.

Authorities were 

investigating the discovery 
of a deceased dog found 
inside a suitcase.  The 
case was discovered by 
a resident along a rural 
roadway.

Local veterans Charlie 
Carter and Larry Clark 
were welcomed back to 
Clinton from their Honor 
Flight trip by the largest 
reception crowd for a 

local group so far.  More 
than 100 people showed 
up to welcome the two 
home from their day-long 
trip to Washington, D.C.

August
Clinton approved 

an ordinance making 
chickens legal within the 
city limits.  The ordinance 
allows the raising of 
poultry and bans certain 

types of other farm 
animals within the city.

The city council 
discussed plans under way 
for work at the intersection 
of Center and Washington 
streets.  The work planned 
would help correct some 
safety and drainage issues 
for some of the downtown 
buildings located in that 
area.

The second annual 
combined 4H Fair, 
which included DeWitt, 
Macon and Piatt counties, 
featured more than 1,200 
projects by 4H members.  
One hundred ninety-seven 
4H members exhibited 
1,230 projects during 
the fair, which included 
shooting sports, the horse 
show, general projects and 
livestock show.

Clinton Police reported 
they were looking for a 
local woman apparently 
last seen on Aug. 21.

Celebrate Clinton 
organized a Founders’ 
Day event, which began 
on Mr. Lincoln’s Square 
and then shifted focus to 
the C.H. Moore mansion.  
Abraham Lincoln, Jesse 
Fell and C.H. Moore 
engaged in an imaginary 
conversation between the 
three historical figures, 
who also happened to be 

friends.  They discussed 
the accomplishments 
of each man and their 
importance to the founding 
of Clinton.

September
Clinton Police said the 

woman reported missing 
in late August apparently 
left on her own, and 
they were closing the 
investigation into any 
criminal wrongdoing.

The Write Stuff for 
Kids celebrated its 
20th anniversary.  The 
organization collects 
school and other supplies 
for students-in-need to 
area schools prior to 
each school year.  The 
organization also works to 
keep that supply available 
during the school year as 
well.

Police Chief Ben Lowers 
reported his department 
was able to contact the 
earlier missing person 
to verify her safety and 
wellbeing.

             See 2022 / A8
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NEWS OF 2022
Your Forecast

Information from the National Weather Service

Weather History

Sunday
Cloudy
High 39

Saturday
Cloudy
High 40

Monday
Sunny

High 42

Tuesday
Partly sunny

High 46

Wednesday
Cloudy
High 49

Thursday
Partly sunny

High 45

11022022

Please welcome Dr. 
Natasha Minnaert, 
DO, to our Family 
Medicine clinic. She 
is Board Certified 
in Family Medicine 
seeing patients from 
newborn to geriatric. 
She brings strong 
experience in rural 
Family Medicine 
from both Iowa and 
Wisconsin. 

Dr. Minnaert enjoys 
spending time with her family, camping, and going to 
concerts. 

If you would like to schedule an appointment,  
please call us at 217-937-5284.

422 W White St., Clinton
www.warnerhospital.org

Welcome, 
 Dr. Natasha Minnaert, DO

Gordon Woods / Journal
The former Farmers & Merchants Bank building received a new lease on life as a local family moved forward on 
renovations.  A group gathered for a ribbon cutting ceremony.

The city council 
discussed the variety of 
trees that are discouraged 
in Clinton.  Considered 
invasive species, the city 
works closely with the 
local Tree Commission to 
keep a list of the offending 
trees.  The discussion was 
prompted by comments 
from a resident made 
during a council meeting.

The Clinton school 
district approved an 
e-learning plan for 
schools.  The plan makes 
it possible for students 
to do schoolwork online 
during days considered 
emergencies, such as 
snow days or other 
weather-related events.  
This way, students would 
be counted as being in 
attendance rather than the 
district adding on make-
up days at the end of the 
school year.

The county announced 
it would update its 
hazard mitigation plan.  
The mitigation plan 
ensures funding for 
large mitigation projects 
and anything after a 
disaster.  The plan is paid 
for through a Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) grant.

The Clinton Journal 
was named an Illinois 
Centennial Business by 
the Illinois State Historical 
Society (ISHS).  The 
award recognizes Illinois 
corporations or nonprofit 
organizations that have 
done continuous business 
in the state for 100 years 
or more.

October
The CO2 issue looked 

as though it were headed 
to the forefront of the 
county’s controversies as 
county board members 
discussed a proposal to 
sequester CO2 in the 
county.  The plan would 
involve a pipeline that 
would carry liquid carbon 
dioxide emissions from 
ethanol plants in Iowa to 
DeWitt County.  Special 
wells would pump to CO2 
about a mile down into 
designated geological 
structures.  CO2 
sequestration is estimated 
to remove massive 
amounts of carbon dioxide 
from the atmosphere as 
one way of alleviating 
climate change.

Warner Hospital & 
Health Services CEO 
Paul Skowron announced 
the facility would ease its 
masking rules for COVID 
per the Center for Disease 
Control & Prevention 
(CDC).  Barring a 
resurgence of COVID in 
the area, visitors no longer 
are required to wear masks 
in non-patient care areas 
of the hospital.

The county reported it 
was tracking penalties 
racked up by the 
construction company as 
completion of the Alta 
Farms II wind project 
neared completion.  
Penalties accumulated 
by the construction 
firm for misuse of some 
roadways during work on 
the project will result in 
the company’s paying to 
upgrade those roads.

Gordon Woods / Journal
Several surrounding fire departments attended a fire training 
session hosted by Clinton Fire Department.  Area resident Wes 
Graves donated an old house on property he owns southeast 
of Clinton for the exercise.  Instructors from the University of 
Illinois Fire Institute helped with training.                  See 2022 / B1

Marc Rogers / Journal
Shown is one of the many displays in the Wapella 
Festival of Trees.  Tree decorated and donated by 
Lawrence P. Toohill.

Each office is locally owned and operated.

205 East Side Square 
Clinton, IL 61727

Office 217.935.8525
618 N. Chicago

Lincoln, IL 62656 
The217HomeTeam.com

Camill Tedrick, Designated Managing Broker 01
06

20
23

301 N Madison, Clinton

2 Bdrm. Bungalow
$58,000

CLIN
TO

N

112 Warner Ct., Clinton, IL

CLIN
TO

N

Charming Upscale Bar & gaming Parlor $185,000

Middle Creek Rd., Clinton

CLIN
TO

N

18.75 Acres, Creek Twsp.
$249,000

613 N. Grant, Clinton

Cottage-2 Bdrms, Fixer Upper

CLIN
TO

N

$43,900

4676 Lane St., Lane, IL
LANE

2 Bedroom,1 bath Home
$58,000

709 E. Washington, Clinton

3 Bedroom - 1 1/2 Stry $65,900

CLIN
TO

N

SALE PENDING

January 7
1979: The southern half of Illinois was affected by a 
winter storm, with the heaviest snow across far south-
ern parts of the state. 8 inches or more of snow were 
found west of Carbondale. Further north, up to 5 inch-
es of snow fell near Vandalia. Illinois Weather Trivia for 
January National Weather Service, Lincoln, IL Page 3

1989: Several out-of-season tornadoes occurred 
across southern Illinois. The strongest tornado,
ranked as a “4” on a scale of 0 to 5, affected the town 
of Allendale, in Wabash County. Most of the town was 
destroyed, including 10 businesses and 47 homes. 
Although 50 people were injured, no one was killed.
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News

Gordon Woods / Journal
The Clinton Fire Department marked National Fire Prevention Week and Month in October.  The department hosted its annual fire truck parade and conducted fire prevention 
activities, including fire prevention education in local schools.  Fire personnel are pictured here with a department vehicle which was about to be retired.

Katy O’Grady-Pyne / Journal
Some of the folks at Heartland Bank & Trust put on their Snow White and the Seven 
Dwarves personalities for the annual “Trick or Treat” on the Square Halloween activi-
ties.  

Gordon Woods / Journal
Ladies of the Clinton American Legion Auxiliary Unit 103 were busy preparing greet-
ing and gift cards to go out to veterans this Veterans Day.  The cards are a way of 
thanking vets for their service.  Clockwise, auxiliary members Mary Lou Bennett, Judy 
Hight, Joy Shofner, Linda Charlett, Sally Toohill, Sharon Dunakey and Cleo Leggett.

The DeWitt County Board conducted its reorganzation in December following the 
November election.  Newly-elected county clerk Kari Harris administers the oath to 
Dan Matthews and Melonie Tilley for District D.  Matthews also was elected board 
chairman.

Clinton Elementary 
School assistant princi-
pal Ben Mooney was rec-
ognized by Clinton Chief 
of Police Ben Lowers for 
his help with a missing 
person case.  Mooney 
helped police review 
outdoor security footage 
from the school.

The county announced 
Constellation, owner of 
Clinton Power Station, 
would replace its warn-
ing siren system with 
an emergency message 
system that would sent 
emergency and test alerts 
to land line phones, 
and electronic devices, 
such as cellphones.  The 
plan would save about 
$80,000 in maintenance 
to the sirens.  Anyone 
in the county or simply 
traveling through the 
county would receive the 
alerts on their phones.

The supervisor of as-
sessments office an-
nounced the updated 
multi-township assess-
ment districts to begin 
in 2025.  Every 10 years 
following a census, new 
multi-township assess-
ment districts must be 
formed based on increas-
es or decreases in indi-
vidual townships’ popu-
lations.

November
Clinton Power Sta-

tion parent company 
Constellation officials 
announced they would 
apply for a 20-year ex-
tension of the plant’s op-
erating license.  Thanks 
to funds made available 
through the Federal In-
flation Reduction Act, 
Constellation said the 
plant could remain op-
eration past its planned 
closure in 2026.  The 
credit provided by the 
FIRA applies to power 
generated by existing 
nuclear plants through 
December 31, 2032.  The 
provision of the FIRA 
making the credit possi-
ble is the “zero emission 
nuclear power produc-
tion credit.”  It is another 
method aimed at curbing 
CO2 emissions.

Mayor Roger Cyrulik 
told the Journal the city 
was continuing a more 

focused approach to hir-
ing a new city adminis-
trator.  Two recent failed 
attempts to retain new 
city administrators move 
the city to take a broader 
approach to hiring.  The 
city also recently hired a 
firm to develop a classifi-
cation and compensation 
plan for city positions.

DeWitt County voters 
selected Republicans 
across the board in the 
November mid-term 
election.  Most local can-
didates ran unopposed.  
All state-level Demo-
crats were reelected to 
office.

Some local veterans 
spoke on Veterans Day 
about their experiences 
in the military.  The De-
Witt Clinton Chapter of 
the NSDAR presented 
the program hosted by 
the Clinton American 
Legion and Clinton AM-
VETS.

Because of a city staff 
shortage, business own-
ers around the square 
were asked to resume 
their own snow removal.

December
The outgoing DeWitt 

County Board held its 
final meeting following 
the November election.  
Board members, as well 
as the county clerk Dana 
Evans and county trea-
surer Gloria Wills, who 
were retiring, were rec-
ognized for their service.

A Weldon man, Kodie 
Embry-Frank, 31, was 
held on attempted murder 
charges.  Frank allegedly 
stabbed his step-father 
in the neck, threatened a 
woman with a knife and 
attacked a county deputy 
responding to the scene.

The Clinton School 
Board voted to name the 
high school basketball 
court in honor of for-
mer player Gene Vance.  
Vance was a member of 
the famed “Whiz Kids” 
University of Illinois 
basketball team in the 
early 1940s. Vance later 
played five seasons in 
the National Basketball 
Association (NBA) and 
was U of I athletic direc-

tor from 1967-1972.

City treasurer Clint 
Lichtenwalter reported 
the city tax levy for the 
new fiscal year would 
be 3.66 percent lower, in 
addition to other good fi-
nancial news for the city.

The county board re-
organized after the No-
vember election.  New 
county clerk Kari Harris 
administered the oath of 
office to new and return-
ing board members.  Dan 
Matthews was elected 
new board chairman.  
Former chairman Terry 
Ferguson was elected 
vice chairman.

Energy Harbor won 
the auction this year to 
supply electricity to resi-
dents of the county living 
in unincorporated areas 
served by Ameren.  The 
winning bid resulted in 
a fixed rate of $0.1210 
cents for a 22-month 
term beginning in Feb-
ruary.

The city began evalu-
ating the proliferation of 
short-term rental units, 
commonly referred to as 
Airbnbs, in residential 
areas as potentially in vi-
olation of city code.  City 
attorney John Hoblit said 
there didn’t appear to be 
any mention of short-
term rentals, or Airbnbs, 
in the city’s code book, 
which would make them 
essentially illegal. 

Junior High social 
studies teacher Kelby 
McMath received the 
Illinois State NSDAR 
“Outstanding Teacher 
of American History” 
award.  McMath began 
a project for students to 
clean grave stones in the 
Civil War section of the 
cemetery and research 
the names on some of the 
stones.

City commissioners 
received the results of 
a job classification and 
compensation study con-
ducted by GovHR.  The 
study resulted in detailed 
descriptions of job cate-
gories and corresponding 
salary ranges.

News of 2022 A Review of Some of the Local Stories 
from the Past Year
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BRIDGE BITES               
 
 
PLAYING THE PERCENTAGES     
 
 

  Both Vulnerable 
  South   West     North    East 
                                      1♣        Pass 
            1♥         Pass     2♥       Pass 
            6♥         Pass     Pass   Pass 
 
West leads the ♦J and when Dummy 
goes down you can count only 11 
tricks: six trumps in hand, two 
Diamonds and a ruff in Dummy, and 
two Spades (regardless of who holds 
the ♠K).  Where’s the 12th trick? 
 

To make your contract, you will need to score a third Spade trick.  After the ♠Q 
has been successfully finessed on the first round, how do you play to the second 
round of Spades?  You are doomed to failure if the missing Spades are 5-1 … 
and destined for success if the suit is 3-3 … so what’s the play that gives you the 
best chance when the Spades are 4-2?  The two choices are: 

- Either, cash the ♠A, hoping that West started with a doubleton King. 
- Or, lead the ♠J from hand (which West will cover with the King).  This 

caters for East holding the doubleton Ten or doubleton Nine, allowing 
Declarer’s mighty ♠7 to provide the 12th trick! 

 
That should be an easy decision!  Kx with West is one winning chance … Tx or 
9x with East is two winning chances.  It doesn’t need a mathematician to figure 
out which play is more likely to succeed.  After the percentage play brings home 
the slam, Declarer will avoid saying “My 6♥ was a bit optimistic, but of course I 
wouldn’t have bid it without the Spade Seven”.  Unless, that is, he wants to 
infuriate the opponents. 
 
 
 
For bridge games, classes, or seminars, contact Mike Tomlianovich by phone: 309-825-5823 or 
b
y
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 ♠ AQ8 
♥ 643 
♦ K2 
♣ QJ765 

 

♠ K963 
♥ 9 
♦ JT9 
♣ AT432 

         North 
 
West            East  
   
      Declarer 

♠ T4 
♥ 875 
♦ Q8643 
♣ K98 

 ♠ J752 
♥ AKQJT2 
♦ A75 
♣  
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Classified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $100 or less. 

 (15 words - 2 publications - price must be listed)

CLINTON • WAPELLA • WAYNESVILLE • KENNEY • DEWITT • LANE • WELDON

TO CONTACT US ABOUT 
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

PHONE: 217-935-3171 • FAX: 217-935-8086

EMAIL: EANGEL@THECLINTONJOURNAL.COM

INFORMATION
Office Hours: 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
(Monday-Friday)
Address: 111 S. Monroe St., Clinton
Mail:  P.O. Box 615
 Clinton, IL 61727

CJ DEADLINES:
• Tuesdays at 5 p.m.

(Deadlines subject to change during holiday times)

All classified marketplace line ads will 
appear in the following print publications 
and on our newspaper website:
• Clinton Journal • Saturday Advertiser  
• www.theclintonjournal.com

Call for pricing that starts at  
$19.00 for private party ads and  

$30 for commercial business ads and 
$15 for garage sale ads.

DISCLAIMER: If your advertisement appears incorrectly, notify us immediately. We will not 
be responsible for more than one incorrect insertion, and will only credit customer for one 
insertion.

Mondays
$17

Closed Wednesdays

111 S. Monroe St., Clinton, IL 61727 
P: (217) 935-3171 • F: (217) 935-6086 

www.theclintonjournal.com

Interested applicants must be able to make cold calls, 
have a valid driver’s license, have current car insurance, 
be neat and clean in appearance, work in a responsible, 

timely manner, and be able to meet deadlines. 
 

Approximately 15-20 hours/week. 
 

This position would be perfect for a mature adult/retiree.  
Express your interest with an email to:  

kpyne@theclintonjournal.com.

Clinton Journal is 
in search of a part-

time advertising 
sales  

representative.

100 Acres+/- Farmland - Montgomery County
January 31st 11am  -  510 E Sparks St., Raymond, IL 

 

 

IN
PERSON

&
ONLINE

Call Justin Wheeler,
Auctioneer

 at 217-855-8358

Hayley Daniels, Broker
Decatur, 217-361-4436

Email:
hdaniels@firstmid.com

37.78 Acres +/- Farmland - Livingston County

TIMED
ONLINE

ONLY
AUCTION

 

 David Klein,
Auctioneer 

800-532-5263

 Phillip Rich, Broker
Bloomington
309-665-0957

prich@firstmid.com
Attorney: Steven Mann

1/6/23
PLEASE READ 
YOUR Classified ad 
or display ad on the 
first day of publi-
cation.  If there are 
mistakes notify us 
immediately.  We 
will make chang-
es for errors and 
adjust your bill but 
only if we receive 
notice on the first 
day the ad is pub-
lished.  We limit our 
liability to you in this 
way and we do not 
accept liability for 
any other damages, 
which may result 
from an error or 
omission in an ad.  
All ad copy must 
be approved by the 
newspaper, which, 
reserves the right 
to request changes, 
reject or properly 
classify an ad.  The 
advertiser and not 
the newspaper is 
responsible for the 
truthful content of 
the ad.  Advertising 
is also subject to 
credit approval. 

ALL REAL 
ESTATE  
advertised herein is 
subject to the Fed-
eral Fair Housing 
Act, which makes it 
illegal to advertise 
any preference, 
limitation or discrim-
ination based on 
race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, 
familial status or 
national origin or 
intention to make 
any such prefer­
ences, limitation 
or discrimination. 
We will not know-
ingly accept any 
advertising for real 
estate, which is in 
violation of the law. 
All persons are 
hereby informed 
that all dwellings 
advertised are 
available on an 
equal opportunity 
basis. (TFN)

119 ANNOUNCEMENTS

FAX RECEIVING 
AND 
SENDING SER-
VICE 
The Clinton Jour-
nal will facsimile 
documents to other 
fax machines for 
private parties and 
business. RATES: 
(Receiving) $2 
- First page, $1 
each page after, 
(sending in US) 
$3 - First page. $1 
each page after. 
Get your important 
documents where 
they need to be 
instantly by taking 
advantage of our 
facsimile machine. 
Reproduce com­
plete documents 
and/or pictures by 
telephone in just 
a couple minutes! 
Just stop by the 
Clinton Journal, 111 
S Monroe, Clin-
ton - no appoint-
ment necessary. 
(119TFN)

NEW TO TOWN? 
Stop by our office 
for your Free 2021–
2022 Community 
Guide. This guide 
will tell everything 
you need to know 
about settling into 
Clinton and making 
it home. 
Clinton Journal           
111 S Monroe, 
Clinton

201 DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARE 

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as 
a childcare facil-
ity, may cause to 
be published any 
advertisement solic-
iting a child care 
service. *A child-
care facility that is 

licensed or operat-
ing under a permit 
issued by the Illi-
nois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may pub-
lish advertisements 
of the services for 
which it is specif-
ically licensed or 
issued a permit. 
The Clinton Journal 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian 
to verify the validity 
of the license of 
any facility before 
placing a child in its 
care. 
*Family homes 
that care for no 
more than three 
(3) children under 
the age of twelve 
or which receive 
only children from 
a single household, 
for less than 24 
hours per day, are 
exempt from licen-
sure as day care 
homes. The three 
children to whom 
this exemption 
applies includes 
the family’s natural 
or adopted chil-
dren and any other 
persons under the 
age of 12 whether 
related or unrelated 
to the operator of 
the day care home. 
(DCFS Rule, Part 
377.3 (c)) 

203 HELP WANTED

THE CLINTON 
JOURNAL is 
seeking a substi-
tute delivery driver.  
Responsibilities 
include picking up 
paper bundles from 
the Journal office 
and delivering them 
to designated busi-
nesses in a timely 
manner.  MUST 
have a valid driver’s 
license, reliable 
transportation and 
valid insurance.  
Apply at the Clinton 
Journal office, 111 
S. Monroe St., Clin-
ton. (203TFN)

305 GARAGE/
RUMMAGE SALES

PLACE A RUM-
MAGE SALE AD 
IN THE CLINTON 
JOURNAL. Dead-
line for ads are: 
Monday, 5:00 PM 
for the following Fri-
day edition.  Rate: 1 
publication and up 
to one week online, 
Up to 20 words for 
$17.00, additional 
words are 25¢ a 
word.  OUR RAIN 
GUARANTEE: If it 
rains on your sale 
day, we’ll rerun the 
same ad (only date 
& time changes) 
for free. Must run 
within 2 weeks.

LEGAL

STATE OF IL-
LINOIS IN THE 
CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE SIXTH JU-
DICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF DE-
WITT

Estate of:
James M. Ober-
meyer
Deceased.
CASE NO. 2022-
PR-37

NOTICE BY PUBLI-
CATION OF CLAIM 
DATE

Notice is given to 
the creditors of the 
death of James M. 
Obermeyer, of 510 
N. Walnut St., Clin-
ton, Illinois 61727.
Letters of Office 
were issued on De-
cember 20, 2022, 
to Brant J. Ober-
meyer, Independent 
Executor, 505 N. 
Walnut St., Clin-
ton, Illinois 61727, 

whose attorney is 
Kevin Hammer, 
219 E. Main Street, 
Clinton, Illinois 
61727.  The estate 
will be administered 
without court super-
vision unless under 
Section 28-4 of the 
Probate Act (755 
ILCS 5/28-4) any 
interested person 
terminates indepen-
dent administration 
at any time by mail-
ing or delivering a 
petition to terminate 
to the clerk. 
Claims against the 
Estate must be 
filed in the office of 
the Clerk of DeWitt 
County Circuit 
Court, DeWitt 
County Courthouse, 
201 W. Washing-
ton, Clinton, Illinois 
61727, or with the 
representative, or 
both, on or before 
June 30, 2023, or, if 
mailing or delivery 
of a Notice from the 
representative is 
required by Section 
18-3 of the Probate 
Act, the date stated 
in the Notice.  Any 
claim not filed on 
or before that date 
is barred.  Copies 
of a claim filed with 
the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered 
by the claimant to 
the representative 
and to the repre-
sentative’s attorney 
within ten days after 
it has been filed.

Dated this 21st day 
of December, 2022.

Kevin Hammer
Attorney for the 
Estate of James M. 
Obermeyer
219 East Main 
Street
Clinton, IL 61727
217/935-7063

Legal 19658
December 30, 2022
January 6 & 13, 
2023

LEGAL

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 
6TH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT
DEWITT COUNTY 
201 WEST WASH-
INGTON STREET, 
CLINTON, ILLI-
NOIS 61727
ESTATE OF Edith 
Hartsock, DE-
CEASED.
22 PR 38
Notice is given to 
creditors of the 
death of the above 
named decedent. 
Letters of office 
were issued to 
Kim Hartsock, 249 
Fairview School 
Road, Piney Flats, 
Tennessee 37686, 
as Independent 
Executor, whose 
attorney of record is 
Terrence E. Davey. 
Malman Law, 205 
West Randolph 
Street, Suite 1700, 
Chicago, Illinois 
60606.
The estate will be 
administered with-
out court supervi-
sion, unless under 
section 5/28-4 of 
the Probate Act 
(Ill. Compiled Stat. 
1992, Ch. 755, 
par. 5/28-4) any 
interested person 
terminates indepen-
dent administration 
at any time by mail-
ing or delivering a 
petition to terminate 
to the clerk.
Claims against 
the estate may 
be filed with the 
clerk or with the 
representative, or 
both, on or before 
June 30, 2023, or, if 
mailing or delivery 
of a notice from 
the representa-
tive is required by 
section 5/18-3 of 
the Probate Act, 
the date stated in 

that notice. Any 
claim not filed on 
or before that date 
is barred. Copies 
of a claim filed with 
the clerk must be 
mailed or delivered 
by the claimant to 
the representative 
and to the attorney 
within 10 days after 
it has been filed.
E-filing is now man-
datory for docu-
ments in civil cases 
with limited exemp-
tions. To e-file, you 
must first create 
an account with 
an e-filing service 
provider. Visit http://
efile.illinoiscourts.
gov/service-pro-
viders.htm to learn 
more and to select 
a service provider. 
If you need addi-
tional help or have 
trouble e-filing, visit 
http://www.illinois-
courts.gov/FAQ/
gethelp.asp.
Terrence E. Davey
Malman Law
205 West Randolph 
Street, Suite 1700
Chicago, Illinois 
60606
(312) 629-0099
I3210350

Legal 19660
December 30, 2022
January 6 and 13, 
2023

111 S. Monroe • Clinton
217-935-3171

got it?

wanna
sell it?

Call 
us!

935-3171

The Clinton

Journal

ADVERTISING
IS AN 

INVESTMENT!

Plan your 
advertising dollars 

wisely. 
Be sure to target 

your specific market 
to increase your 

sales.

We can help.
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(NAPSI)—If you’re like many 
people, you make New Year’s 
resolutions. Whether you love or 
hate the tradition, studies show 
that one of the most popular res-
olutions is healthier living—fol-
lowed closely by setting financial 
goals. 

These two resolutions are also 
interdependent, as 72% of people 
report experiencing money-re-
lated stress at least some of the 
time. That means financial well-
ness is proving to be more vital to 
overall health and happiness than 
ever. 

It’s also a fact that only a small 
percentage of people who make 
resolutions actually keep them.

Luckily, Chylon Pappas, vice 
president of marketing at First 
Tech Federal Credit Union, has 
tips and savings tricks to get you 
started on the path to improving 
your overall financial health in 
2023 and beyond. 

1.Make a Plan: Mapping out 
your financial goals is the first 
step. This will serve as a guide 
you can reference and fine-tune. 

Investing, saving for retirement, 
and reviewing spending habits 
regularly can seem daunting, but 
there are a few ways to make the 
process less overwhelming:

 • Conduct research and educate 
yourself to make more informed 
decisions 

 • When it comes to investing, 
start small

• Exhaust all available em-
ployer options, such as an em-
ployer-sponsored retirement 
plan, Flexible Spending Account 
(FSA), Health Savings Account 
(HSA), etc.

“Financial priorities tend to 
shift and change in different life 
stages—whether it’s sending 
your child to school or planning 
your retirement. The key is set-
ting long-term goals and not 
letting yourself get discouraged 
by short-term changes along the 
way,” explains Pappas.

To help you get started and take 
the mystique (and intimidation) 

out of financial planning, First 
Tech offers a primer .

2.Become a SMART Shopper: 
Another tip for reducing spend-
ing is to stick to a budget.

Pappas recommends setting 
specific, measurable, achiev-
able, relevant, and time-bound 
(SMART) goals—which leads to 
better budgeting and allows you 
to adjust it as needed. 

For example, eating at home 
and being mindful of “entertain-
ment” expenses, such as dining 
out or tickets to sporting events, 
can help eliminate unnecessary 
spending. Being a savvy shopper 
also makes all the difference. This 
means planning, writing down, 
and avoiding tempting impulse 
in-store or online purchases.

For more inspiration, you can 
check out First Tech’s bud-
get-friendly meal ideas for under 
$10 . It’s incredible how quickly 
grocery savings can build over 
time.

Whether it’s spending less on 
groceries, entertainment, or cut-
ting costs associated with other 

household needs, the key to suc-
cess is holding yourself account-
able to your specific goal. One 
way to do this is to work with a 
friend or family member, so they 
can help keep you focused and on 
track to turn your goals into re-
ality. 

3.Flex Your Savings Muscles: 
Planning and budgeting may au-
tomatically strengthen savings, 
but you don’t have to cut off all 
your spending to save. There are 
ways you can boost savings, and 
still have room to “treat your-
self,” all while keeping a cushion 
for those rainy days. Pappas sug-
gests:

 • Gradually increasing your 
savings by 1 percent each year

  • Following the 50/30/20 rule 
by allocating 50 percent of your 
monthly income towards bills 
and non-negotiables, and 30 per-
cent towards savings, leaving 20 
percent to fulfill wants 

  • Utilizing multiple savings ac-

counts to support specific needs 
using the 50/30/20 rule

  • Using a credit card that de-
posits cash back

Another option is a share certif-
icate —a long-term solution that 
enables you to steadily increase 
savings over time, offering a 
higher yield than alternative sav-
ings accounts. 

Becoming a (Financially) 
Healthier You: Many people are 
reluctant to talk about money, but 
real change only happens when 
you take a close look and rethink 
your current habits. 

Get a running start by making a 
plan, and you may soon be well 
on your way to improving your fi-
nancial wellness and reaping the 
rewards of your efforts. 

Learn More 
For additional financial well-

ness tips and resources, visit 
firsttechfed.com/learn. 

Ringing in the new year with financial wellness

(METRO) — What constitutes 
a perfect retirement is different 
for everyone. Some people may 
imagine spending their golden 
years fishing their days away, 
while others may aspire to finally 
embrace their inner globetrotter. 
Though individuals’ retirement 
dreams differ, every retiree will 
need money, which only under-
scores the importance of a wise 
and disciplined approach to mon-
ey management.

Average life expectancies have 
risen considerably over the last 
several decades. According to es-
timates from the United Nations 
Population Division, the average 
life expectancy in Canada for 
both sexes is just under 83 years, 
while it’s slightly more than 79 
in the United States. Those fig-
ures are a welcome sign, but they 
may inspire a little fear among 
seniors who are concerned that 

they might outlive their money. 
No one knows how long they will 
live, but everyone can embrace a 
handful of money management 
strategies to increase the chanc-
es that they won’t feel a financial 
pinch in retirement.

• Study up on the tax implica-
tions of withdrawing from your 
retirement accounts. Every retire-
ment investment vehicle, whether 
it’s an IRA or a 401(k), has tax 
implications. Money withdrawn 
too early may incur tax penalties, 
and even money withdrawn long 
past retirement age could elevate 
retirees into a new tax bracket that 
could prove costly. A financial ad-
visor can help retirees determine 
the tax implications of withdraw-
ing money from their retirement 
accounts and may even develop a 
detailed guideline of when with-
drawals should be made and how 
much should be withdrawn in a 

given year in order to minimize 
tax liabilities.

• Prioritize your own needs. 
Though retirees, particularly 
those with children and grand-
children, may feel an obligation 
to help their families in difficult 
financial times, generosity can 
be very costly for adults who 
have stopped working. Retirees 
may or may not have opportuni-
ties to generate new income, and 
even those who do likely won’t 
make enough to meet their daily 
financial needs. Given that real-
ity, retirees must prioritize their 
own financial needs, including 
their immediate needs and those 
they will have for the rest of their 
lives. Though it might be difficult 
to turn down loved ones’ requests 
for financial help, retirees must 
make sure they can pay their bills 
and maintain a quality of life that 
won’t jeopardize their long-term 

health.
• Examine your housing situa-

tion. Equity in a home is a feath-
er in the cap of many retirees. 
Retirees who own their homes 
and live in locations with high 
property taxes might be able to 
cash in on their equity by selling 
their homes and downsizing to a 
smaller home with lower property 
taxes. If moving is not a consider-
ation, discuss a reverse mortgage 
with a financial advisor. A trust-
ed financial advisor can highlight 
the advantages and disadvantages 
of reverse mortgages, which are 
a great option for some people to 
improve their financial well-be-
ing in retirement.

• Stick to a budget during re-
tirement. The U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services 
reports that roughly 70 percent 
of individuals who turn 65 will 
need long-term care in their life-

times. That’s just one expense 
retirees must budget for, and it’s 
more sizable than some people 
may recognize. In fact, the Fi-
delity Retiree Health Care Cost 
Estimate found that the average 
retired couple age 65 in 2022 will 
need roughly $315,000 to cover 
health care expenses in retire-
ment. And health care costs are 
just one of many expenses retir-
ees can expect to have. Budgeting 
and avoiding overspending can 
ensure retirees have the money 
they need when they need it.

No one wants to outlive their 
money in retirement. Various 
strategies can help retirees ef-
fectively manage their money so 
they can enjoy their golden years 
without having to worry about 
their finances.  

Money management tips for retirees

MAKE MONEY! WHY NOT YOU?
What’s better than getting rid of what you don’t want and 

getting paid for it?

CALL 935-3171
Before Tuesday Noon to
 Place a Garage Sale Ad

Folks who ADVERTISE their

GARAGE SALE
In The

CJFILL

WILL 
THIS BE 

YOU?
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J K E Heating Cooling Plumbing LLC
ID#058-113283  ID#055-013072

Bill and Janis Ellis, Owners

P.O. Box 267
100 S. Locust Street
Wapella, IL 61777-0267

1-217-935-6463
Out of Area: 1-800-861-6333

E-Mail: jke61777@frontier.com

Clinton, IL
217-519-4024 Kyle Koons,
Fully Licensed & Insured Owner 

Construction,
Concrete & Roofing

K & K 

S
D

1
1

2
4

2
0

1
5

Clinton Area 
Chamber of Commerce 

&Tourism Bureau

Contact Us At:
100 S. Center Street, Suite 101

Clinton, IL  61727
217-935-3364

www.clintonilchamber.com SD
11

24
20

15

Residential • Commercial • Property Management • Farm

Ryan Dalton
Broker/Realtor

Cell: (309) 275-5046

www.utterbackrealestate.com
Email:rdaltonsells@gmail.com

211 W. Van Buren
Clinton, IL 61727

Office: (217)935-8182
Fax: (217) 935-4481

Affordable Tree Service 
We do what we say we will do!

309-826-4981
Bonded & Insured

Serving DeWitt and 
surrounding counties

Contact Katy to  
advertise your business here.

217-935-3171

“Our business in Clinton and 
DeWitt County continues to 
grow, and I certainly think 
regular advertising in the 
Clinton Journal and on its 
website, has a lot to do with 
that.”

Advertising 
Works!

HOME FURNITURE

Brad Martin  
Owner, Martin Home Furniture

Bloomington, IL

501 Chancellor Dr, Bloomington, IL 61704
(309) 662-7733
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Our checking accounts come with a free 
debit card, digital and person-to-person 
payments. 

For all the ways you need to pay,
Pay the Easy Way

888-897-2276   |   hbtbank.com

Options for your life

It’s  
Time to 
Celebrate  
Love, Life 
& Happiness
Share your engagement, wedding, anniversary or milestone 
birthdays FREE OF CHARGE in the Clinton Journal!
Include a photo and the details you want to share with your 
community! The Clinton Journal will publish your news at NO 
CHARGE in an upcoming edition!
Send your life event to: Gordon Woods at  
gwoods@theclintonjournal.com.
Let’s celebrate together in your community newspaper!

111 S. Monroe St., Clinton, IL 61727
PHONE: (217) 935-3171 • FAX: (217) 935-6086

03
12

20
21
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