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By KIP CHEEK
Staff writer

MENDOTA – A small group mainly 
comprised of members of the Imagine Men-
dota organization were in attendance at the 
Mendota City Council meeting on Jan. 16 to 
hear the latest information on the status of 
the buildings on Illinois Avenue that were 
severely damaged during the Dec. 29 fire.

During a Public Property Committee 
meeting after the regular council meeting, 
city clerk Emily McConville gave an update 
on the aftermath of the fire. She stated that 
the city buildings to the south end of the 700 
block of Illinois Avenue were not damaged. 
The brick building that once housed The 
Mendota Reporter had some smoke damage 
and there is water in the basement, but the 
building should be salvageable. She also said 
the old Meyers Furniture building, which was 
opened up in order to halt the progression 
of the fire, may also be saved and a façade 
put back on.

McConville said the buildings after the 
old furniture store all the way to Delao’s 
Restaurant will have to be demolished. One 
of the buildings that is targeted for demolition 
was not insured, however, McConville stated 

that the owner indicated he has the funding 
to pay for demolition. As for Delao’s, an 
engineer will look at the building to see if it 
can be saved. The restaurant sustained smoke 
and water damage.

McConville said an investigation into the 
point of origin of the fire is still ongoing. After 
the investigation is completed, McConville 
said a plan will be put in place and demolition 
can begin.

“There are so many pieces of the puzzle 
that have to be put together,” said Mayor 
David Boelk. “It comes down to the property 
owner about how they want to work with us. 
There are a lot of people involved.”

Prior to the regular meeting, a public hear-
ing was held to discuss and hear testimony in 
regard to the authorization of a pre-annexation 
agreement with Kurt and Mary Bruno, 40 N. 
42nd Road, Mendota. There was no public 
comment.

During the regular meeting, the council 
approved an ordinance authorizing a pre-an-
nexation agreement with Kurt and Mary 
Bruno at 40 N. 42nd Road.

The next regular meeting of the Mendota 
City Council will be held on Monday, Feb. 
6 at 5:30 p.m.

MENDOTA – Mendota 
High School has announced 
the winners of the 2022-23 
DAR and SAR Good Citi-
zens program, sponsored by 
the Illini Chapter of NSDAR. 
Isabelle Escatel was chosen 
to receive the DAR award 
and Abigail Kunz was the 
recipient of the SAR award. 

These awards are open to 
all seniors. The recipients are 
nominated by fellow senior 
classmates and the faculty at 
MHS. Criteria for the DAR 
and SAR awards include 
dependability, cooperation, 
leadership and patriotism. 

Escatel is the daughter 
of Isidro and Carrie Escatel. 
While in high school, her ex-
tra-curricular activities and 
achievements have included 
volleyball, tennis, bowling, 
Spanish Club, student coun-
cil, class officer, National 
Honor Society, Spanish Hon-
or Society, Yearbook Club, 
Prom committee, Homecom-
ing committee, math team, 
Scholastic Bowl, principal’s 
office worker, Academic 
Challenge, Interact Club 
(Rotary), student handbook 
committee, beautification 
committee and Girls State.

She has also been in-
volved as an active member 
of Mendota Area Senior 
Services, science lab tech, 
election judge, Red Cross 
blood drive volunteer and 
other services through Inter-
act Club and MASS.

After high school, Escatel 
plans to attend IVCC for two 
years with a double major in 
business management and ac-
counting, and then she plans to 
transfer to a four-year college. 
Afterwards, she would like to 
open her own small business.

In her free time, Escatel 
enjoys being with friends 

Isabelle Escatel, left, is this year’s DAR award winner 
and Abigail Kunz is this year’s SAR award winner at 
Mendota High School. (Photo contributed)

DAR, SAR recipients named at MHS
q Escatel, Kunz earn awards from Good Citizens program

and family, listening to 
music, attending concerts, 
expressing her creativity 
through art, fashion, painting 
and ceramics. She also loves 
spending time outdoors.

Kunz is the daughter of 
Matt and Stephanie Kunz. 
Among her extra-curricular 
activities and achievements 
in high school are cheerlead-
ing, track, marching band, 
concert band, Madrigal 
dinner, jazz band, musicals, 
choir, Drama Club, Scho-
lastic Bowl, math team, 
Academic Challenge, In-
teract Club (Rotary), ESSA 
curriculum committee, lab 
tech worker, National Honor 
Society, Spanish Honor Soci-

ety and Illinois State Scholar.
She has also been in-

volved in tutoring, church 
volunteer, working at her 
dad’s company and working 
at Woodhaven.

After high school, Kunz 
plans to attend IVCC or 
Augustana College, but is 
undecided on her career path. 
She has interest in the med-
ical and engineering fields, 
and she trusts that God will 
direct her in the ways He 
wants her to go.

In her spare time, Kunz 
enjoys doing Bible stud-
ies with friends, going to 
Starbucks, snowmobiling, 
organizing, scrapbooking 
and knitting.

City gives report on status of
Illinois Ave. buildings after fire
q Investigation still ongoing into cause of the blaze

City clerk Emily McConville, left, gives a report on the Illinois Avenue fire and the 
status of the buildings at the Jan. 16 city council meeting. (Reporter photo)

By BRANDON LaCHANCE
Staff writer

MENDOTA – June Prentice has 
lived in Mendota, Compton, Paw Paw, 
and other local communities during her 
entire 81 years.

She attended the original Blackstone 
School and Mendota High School 
buildings and watched the building of 
the ones that are used today.

Through this time, through the years, 
Prentice has seen a lot of changes. But 
for her, she had one normal, one constant 
she always relied on: quilting.

“My dad’s mother, Grandma Wil-
helmina “Mini” Zimmerman, I don’t 
know how she learned how to quilt, but 
she was a very good quilter and she taught 
her daughters,” said Prentice, who grad-
uated from MHS in 1959. “My mother 
(Rose Zimmerman) learned from her. In 
the 1970s, there used to be home quilt 
parties, like a Tupperware party, and you 
bought blocks of cloth and you painted 
them. I made my first quilt in 1976. My 
blocks were about 1776 because it was 
for the United States Bicentennial. 

“I didn’t learn how to quilt from my 
grandmother because she died when I 
was in the eighth grade. I got started 
through my mother. Another lady (San-
dy Barsky) and I started a quilt guild. I 
thought I knew a lot about quilting, ha, 
boy did I learn a lot more once I joined 
the guild and got together with a bunch 
of ladies who could quilt.”

The Nine Patch Quilt Guild, started 
in 1988 by Prentice and Barsky, is still 
going strong today. 

What started as a group of four 
women at the first meeting, now has 28 
quilters who show up at the Dickinson 
House in Oglesby the second Tuesday 
of every month.

The guild gave Prentice a place to 
learn different techniques and now she 
is able to share her experiences and 
skills with others.

“I used to quilt a queen quilt in 4-5 
weeks. That’s just hand quilting it, that’s 
not piecing it together or anything,” said 
Prentice, who used to buy every quilt 
book that was published to find new 
designs and new types of quilts. “I’m 

not that speedy anymore and I have 
other things I want to do.

“I give most of my quilts away, but I 
said, ‘My bedroom is in blue, I love this 
one, and I’m keeping this one.’ Now, 
it’s usually on my bed. At Christmas 
time, I switch the quilt on my bed to a 
Christmas quilt. While I’m finishing a 
quilt, I’m already thinking of ideas for 
the next quilt. My mother (Rose Zim-
merman) used to ask, ‘Well, which one 
are you going to put up next?’ I would 
always answer, ‘I got about four or five 
I could come up with.’”

Since 1976, Prentice estimates she 
has made more than 500 quilts.

The quilter has photo books with 
a photo and a description of her first 
330 quilts she has made for people or 
submitted to Mendota’s Tri-County Fair 
or to the Sandwich Fair. 

However, once her camera broke and 
she purchased a replacement, the quilt 
documentation stopped. 

June Prentice of Mendota usually gives quilts to her 
family and friends, or enters them into a fair. But this 
quilt is either on her bed, couch, or waiting in a tote for 
the Christmas quilt to retire from the holiday season. 
(Reporter photo by Brandon LaChance)

‘I still don’t want to quit’
q J. Prentice has been quilting since 1976, and doesn’t plan to stop
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When you need health care that’s easy, 
you need OSF OnCall Urgent Care.
Walk-in for care at:
2911 Columbus St., Ottawa

Tackling never-ending laundry … 
NOT EASY! 
You know what is easy? OSF OnCall Urgent Care. 

• A� ordable, quick, convenient care 
• Treatment for minor illnesses and injuries
• Walk in 8 a.m.-8 p.m. every day for in-person care
• Open holidays
• Walk out with prescriptions as part of your treatment

And with virtual visits available 24/7/365, we’re always open! 

12:0765° 85%

NOT EASY EASY

Scan the QR code or go to osfoncall.org/urgentcare 
to make a reservation or to start a virtual visit.

As we enter 2023, we’d like to share our thanks and best wishes to all of our current
and new subscribers. We’ve really enjoyed being your trusted source for local community 

news,and look forward to the next 12 months and bringing you countless reasons to celebrate!
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TRIUMPH – Two local 
sisters, Bella and Mae Ha-
genbuch, and their teammates 
battled in Fargo, N.D., recently 
for a bid to USA Curling’s U21 
Junior National Championship 
at Broomstones Curling Club 
near Boston, Mass., in April 
2023. The Hagenbuch sis-
ters (Waltham Curling Club, 
Triumph) paired up with 
their teammates, Rilee Kraft 
(Capital Curling Club, Bis-
marck, N.D.) and Lauren Hein 
(Pardeeville Curling Club, 
Pardeeville, Wis.) to qualify for 
the national event. Addition-
ally, the team won the bronze 
medal for the qualifier with an 
overall record of 4-1. The girls 
are coached by Jed Brundidge 
(St. Paul, Minn.).  

USA Curling opened qual-
ifying events to eight wom-
en’s and eight men’s teams 
in the U21 Junior National 
Championship bracket. The 
Hagenbuch team is currently 
ranked fourth in the US for 
women’s U21 teams. The 
winning teams at the 2023 
USA Curling Junior National 
Championships advance to 
represent the United States at 
the 2024 World Junior Curling 
Championships.  

The Hagenbuch team also 
qualified as the Midwest 

Women’s representative for 
USA Curling’s U18 Nationals, 
which were held Jan. 12-15 at 
Rock Creek Curling Club in 
LaFayette, Colo.

The Hagenbuch girls attri-
bute their success to having 
nearby accessibility to curl-
ing. Bella stated, “While we 
have to travel for competitions, 
having practice ice only a short 
10-minute drive away offers 
me many opportunities to 
improve my skills.”

Mae Hagenbuch also sees 
the importance of history and 
heritage. “I’m a fourth-gen-
eration curler from Waltham 

Curling Club. It’s really neat 
to be able to curl in the same 
place my great grandfather did 
so many years ago.”  

Waltham Curling Club is the 
oldest curling club in Illinois and 
is situated in Triumph, just a 
short drive from Ottawa, LaSal-
le-Peru, and Mendota. Waltham 
Curling Club offers a variety of 
levels of curling from leagues 
and open houses to bonspiels 
(curling tournaments) and pri-
vate events. Waltham Curling 
Club information can be found 
online at www.walthamcurling.
org or on Facebook at Waltham 
Curling Club.

The Hagenbuch sisters paired up with two other girls to 
qualify for a national curling event to be held in April. 
Left to right, are Bella Hagenbuch, Rilee Kraft, Mae 
Hagenbuch and Lauren Hein. (Photo contributed)

Hagenbuch 
sisters qualify 
for curling 
Junior  
National 
Championship

Maxie’s Salon
Maxie’s Salon recently opened for business and was welcomed by the Mendota Area 
Chamber of Commerce with a grand opening and ribbon-cutting ceremony on Jan. 13. 
Seated, left to right, are Maxie’s Salon employees Abby Motter, Caitlyn Aguilar and 
Paityn Barkman, and incoming Chamber president/CEO Sam Setchell. Joining in the 
event are Chamber officials, left to right, Lee Stocking, Steve Donnell, Luke O’Brien, 
Matt Meyer, Dessa Collings, Evan Wixom, Brenda Stallings, Kelly Becker, Michelle 
Barkman, outgoing president/CEO Shelby Weide and Christin Atherton. Maxie’s Salon 
is located at 2104 Main St., Suite E, Mendota. Hairstylists are Barkman, who can be 
reached at 815-878-9056, and Aguilar, who can be reached at 815-488-5877. Motter 
specializes in facials and waxing, and can be contacted at 815-830-0709. (Reporter photo)

Mural Painting
WestClox Studios out of La 
Salle is painting the mural 
on the side of Triple Service 
Inc. in Mendota. Emily 
Maze, above, was joined by 
artist Madeline Anke and 
WestClox Studios owner 
Ray Paseka. (Reporter 
photo/BrandonLaChance)

MENDOTA – The next 
Human Services Trans-
portation Plan (HSTP) 
Reg iona l  Transpor t a -
tion Committee Meeting 
for Region 3 (Bureau, 
DeKalb, Grundy, Kendall, 
LaSalle, Lee, Ogle, and 
Putnam counties) will be 
held on Friday, Jan. 27, 
at 10 a.m. at the Mendota 
Moose Lodge, 211 E. 12th 
St., Mendota.

Human service organi-
zations with an interest in 
public transportation are 
strongly encouraged to 
attend as well as anyone 
that is interested in public 
transit. If you would like 
further information, please 
contact via email: hstp@
ncicg.org or call us at (815) 
433-5830. 

There will be reserved 

time slots available for 
public comment for any-
one not able to attend 
the meeting in person via 
Zoom between 10:15-
10:30 a.m. If you would 
like to participate in public 
comment during that time 
frame, call (815) 433-5830 
to reserve your time slot. 

HSTP identifies trans-
portation needs and devel-
ops solutions to improve 
transportation services 
for the general public. 
An emphasis is placed on 
seniors, people with dis-
abilities, individuals with 
lower incomes, and veter-
ans. For more information 
about NCICG, HSTP, or if 
special accommodations 
are needed, contact Tim 
Hammers at (815) 433-
5830. 

Transportation committee 
meeting planned in Mendota

LaSALLE – The LaSalle 
Public Library will virtually 
host Professional Educator 
and Master Gardener Natalie 
Martin when she presents 
“Bagged Lunches Aren’t 
Just for Kids Anymore!” on 
Tuesday, Jan. 31 at 6 p.m.

Packing lunch doesn’t 
have to be complicated, and 

it doesn’t have to be boring. 
In this program, Martin will 
suggest some easy-to-make 
and tasty lunch ideas and 
show how to prep them. 
Ideas will be demonstrated 
for those with access to a 
microwave and those with-
out access. Save money, eat 
better, and enjoy lunch with 

this program.  
This program is free, 

open to the public, and 
will be presented virtually 
via Zoom. Registration 
required. Register - https://
bit.ly/3XdLpTe. For more 
information, contact Rachael 
Blomquist, Digital Content 
Librarian, at 815-223-2341.

“Bagged Lunches Aren’t Just for Kids Anymore!”
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Setchell  
Agency, Ltd.

Their commitment to education will send 
informative, interesting & educational 

newspapers to the Mendota School System 
throughout the school year!

A BIG THANK YOU to the 
2022-2023 NIE Sponsors

Member FDIC

MENDOTA – Mendota Area Chamber of 
Commerce is accepting entries for the 2023 
Valentine Baby Contest. 

Baby girls and boys between the ages of 
newborn to 36 months will be eligible. Submit 
a 5x7 photo of your baby and include the 
baby’s full name, sex, age, parents’ names, 
address and phone number. Photos will be 
available for pickup after the contest. 

Deadline for all entries is Thursday, Jan. 
19. Send photos to Mendota Area Chamber 
of Commerce, 800 Washington St. P.O. Box 
620, Mendota or email to bbiers@mendota-
chamber.com. Voting will take place Jan. 24 
through Feb. 14 at noon.

Categories are: 0-18 month girls at Eure-

ka Savings Bank; 0-18 month boys at First 
State Bank; and 19-36 month boys and girls 
at Financial Plus Credit Union. There will 
also be online voting. Voting is as follows: 
for example, one penny equals one vote, one 
quarter equals 25 votes, and a dollar equals 
100 votes. The boys and girls in each category 
with the most votes will be named the winners. 

First- and second-place prize winners will 
be announced on the Mendota Area Chamber 
of Commerce Facebook page on the after-
noon of Valentine’s Day, Feb. 14. First and 
second place in each category will win an 
assortment of fun prizes. All proceeds from 
this fundraiser will go to the Mendota Area 
Chamber of Commerce.

Enter your child in the 
Valentine Baby Contest LaSALLE – The LaSalle 

Public Library will virtually 
host author and former 
photojournalist, Kathleen 
Geraghty, when she shares 
how her book, “Thanks to 
Her: Finding Power and 
Inspiration in Your Family 
Photos,” came to be. The 
program is scheduled for 6 
p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 24.

In this unique program, 
Geraghty will tell the story 
that began with a humble 
garage sale and morphed 
into a multifaceted research 
project. More than a recap 

of American history, from 
1900 to 1950s, “Thanks 
to Her,” is a metaphorical 
snapshot of women’s lives 
during those decades.

Geraghty was raised in 
Chicago. She studied pho-
tojournalism at Northern 
Illinois University and at 
the University of Missouri 
– Columbia. After complet-
ing a four-month documen-
tary photo project in a max-
imum-security women’s 
prison, she received the O.O 
McIntyre Writing Fellow-
ship. Geraghty has worked 

as a photojournalist for 
newspapers in New Jersey, 
Missouri, Michigan, North 
Dakota and Illinois, and has 
spent the last four years re-
searching women’s history 
and vintage photography.

This program is free, 
open to the public, and 
will be presented virtually 
via Zoom. Registration 
required.  Register – https://
bit.ly/3I9f4Z5. For more 
information, please call 
Rachael Blomquist, Digital 
Content Librarian, at 815-
223-2341.

Kathleen Geraghty shares the making of her book 
with LaSalle Public Library virtually on Zoom

LaSALLE - Director Larry 
Kelsey has announced auditions 
for Stage 212’s Spring 2023 pro-
duction, “Barefoot in the Park,” 
Neil Simon’s perennially engaging 
hit romantic comedy, will be held 
Friday, Jan. 27 at 7 p.m. and Satur-
day, Jan. 28 at 2 p.m. at the theater, 
700 First St., La Salle. 

Paul and Corie Bratter are 
newlyweds in every sense of the 
word. He’s a reserved, straight-
laced lawyer and she’s a sponta-
neous free spirit who wishes he 
would just lighten up. Their new 
apartment is too expensive with 
little room, no heat, and a broken 
skylight – and it’s six flights up. 

When they get a surprise visit from 
Corie’s conservative mother, Corie 
decides to play matchmaker during 
dinner with their cultured, eccentric 
neighbor-in-the-attic, Velasco, and 
everything that can go wrong does.

 Kelsey will be casting one man 
and one woman able to play mid 
20s – 30, one woman able to play 

late 40s – early 50s, one man able 
to play mid – late 50s, one man able 
to play mid 30s – mid 50s and one 
male non-speaking role for a man 
50 or older. Auditions will consist 
of cold readings from the script. 

No preparation is needed, and 
familiarity with the script is not 
required, but perusal scripts are 

available by visiting the box office 
during regular hours, Monday 4-6 
p.m. and Saturday 9 a.m.-noon. All 
are encouraged to audition, regard-
less of prior theatrical experience. 
For more information, visit www.
stage212.org.

“Barefoot in the Park” will be 
presented April 21–30.

Stage 212 is holding auditions for Neil Simon’s romantic comedy “Barefoot in the Park” Jan. 27-28

MENDOTA – OSF HealthCare Saint Paul Medical 
Center will host a community blood drive with Impact-
Life, the provider of blood components for local hospi-
tals. The event will be held from noon to 5 p.m. Friday, 
Jan. 20 at 1401 E. 12th St., inside Conference Room C.

To donate, contact Katie Gott at 815-539-1422 or 
visit www.bloodcenter.org and use code 3572 to locate 
the drive.

Potential donors must be at least 17 years old (16 
with parental permission form available through www.
bloodcenter.org) and weigh more than 110 pounds. A 
photo ID is required to donate. For questions about 
eligibility, call ImpactLife at 1-800-747-5401. Donors 
who last gave blood on or before Nov. 25, 2022, are 
eligible to give at this drive.

Blood donation is a safe, simple procedure that takes 
about 45 minutes to an hour. Individuals with diabetes 
or controlled high blood pressure may be accepted as 
eligible donors.

ImpactLife is the provider of blood and blood com-
ponents to more than 125 hospitals in Illinois, Iowa, 
Missouri and Wisconsin.

OSF HealthCare is hosting a 
blood drive Jan. 20

MENDOTA – Do you 
want to express to some-
one how much you love 
them? Come join in the 
fun at Graves-Hume Pub-
lic Library to make some 
hand-crafted Valentine’s 
Day cards. 

Graves-Hume Public 
Library is pleased to an-
nounce that the University 
of Illinois Extension 4-H 
will once again be at the 
library doing another fun 
activity. Come craft at the 
library.

Registration is required. 
This program is open to 
youths 8-18 years old. Call 
the library at 815-538-5142 
to register.

Make Valentine’s 
Day cards at 
Graves-Hume 
Public Library

PERU – Saint Bede 
Academy Principal, Nick 
McLaughlin, is pleased to 
announce that five Academy 
students have been recog-
nized as “2022-23 Illinois 
State Scholars.

The honored students 
include: Kylie Cofoid (Peru 
Parkside) of LaSalle, Kristal 
De La Torre (Trinity Cath-
olic Academy) of Ogles-
by, Gianna Grivetti (Peru 
Catholic) of Ladd, Madelyn 
Torrance (Putnam County 
Junior High) of Granville, 
and Isabella Villalobos 
(Holy Cross School, Men-
dota) of Princeton.

The prestigious award 
is given annually by the 
Illinois Student Assistance 
Commission (ISAC), which 
recognizes high school 
students from across the 

state. Illinois State Scholar 
winners rank in the top 10 
percent of high school se-
niors from 749 high schools 
across Illinois. Selection is 
based on SAT, ACT and/or 
Prairie State Achievement 
Exam scores, and/or class 
rank at the end of the junior 
year. High school guidance 
counselors work in conjunc-
tion with ISAC to determine 
the winners.

According to McLaugh-
lin, “These students have 
challenged themselves with 
our most rigorous curricu-
lum. Their efforts and hard 
work exemplify the stan-
dards set forth by the Illinois 
State Scholar program. We 
continue to be delighted by 
the prestige of this honor and 
the ability of our students to 
meet the requirements set 

forth by the Commission.”
The recognition does not 

include a monetary award, 
but recipients are encour-
aged to cite the honor on 
college admission forms, 
applications and scholarship 
applications.

St. Bede Academy Illinois State Scholars recognized

Isabella Villalobos
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Jane E. Dilbeck
MENDOTA – Jane E. Dilbeck, 

78, of Mendota, passed away Sun-
day, Jan. 8, 2023 at Heritage Health, 
Mendota surrounded by her family. 

Funeral services were Friday, Jan. 
13, 2023 at 10:30 a.m. at Community 
United Methodist Church, LaMoille 
with Rev. David Jungnickel officiat-
ing. Burial was at Wisner Cemetery. 
Visitation was Thursday from 5-7 
p.m. at the Merritt Funeral Home, 
Mendota.

Jane was born Aug. 27, 1944 in Mendota to Melvin and 
Doris (Alshouse) Feik. She married Roger Cogdal and together 
they had two daughters Denise Cogdal and Cynthia Cogdal. 
He preceded in 2018. She married David Dilbeck on April 
29, 1979 in LaMoille. He preceded in 2011.

She is survived by her daughters Denise (Roger) Wal-
zer of LaMoille, Cynthia (Rodney) Rod of Arlington; her 
step-daughters Denise (Mike) Iwanicki of Batavia, Deborah 
(Don) Hill of Mesa, Ariz., Dawn Boucher of Miami Beach, 
Fla.; eight grandchildren and four great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by her parents and her brother 
Richard “Duke” Feik in 2004.

Jane was a 1962 alumni of LaMoille High School. She 
was a member of Community United Methodist Church 
where she taught Sunday School and was the church organ-
ist for over 25 years. While raising her daughter’s she was 
actively involved with the local youth as a 4-H leader and a 
bus driver for LaMoille Schools. She was a member of the 
Wisner Cemetery Board and the Waltham Curling Club. She 
was past owner of Dilly’s Bar and Driving Range and she 
worked in retail business for many years including 12 years 
as manager of Family Dollar in Mendota.

Memorials may be directed to the Community United 
Methodist Church or Mendota Ambulance Department. 
Online condolences may be left at www.merrittfh.com.

Joan M. Winstead
MENDOTA – Joan Marie (Klein) Winstead, 89, passed 

away Jan. 10, 2023 at LaSalle County Nursing Home where 
she had lived a short time. 

Cremation rites will be accorded. A memorial Mass will 
be said May 2, 2023 at 7 a.m. at Holy Cross Catholic Church 
Mendota. Wasmer Funeral Home is privileged to assist the 
family. 

Joan was born March 10, 1933 in Harris Hospital the 
daughter of Harry and Helen (Moyer) Klein of Peterstown. 
She attended St. Peter and Paul Catholic School and Mendota 
High School.

Joan will be deeply missed by her sons Mark Winstead of 
Dallas, Texas, and Kevin (Karen) Winstead of Arnold, Md.; 
grandsons Bryan and Nicholas; nine nieces and nephews, 
and 11 great nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by her parents, her husband 
of 54 years, Finley on July 13, 2006, son Thomas in 1958, 
daughter Cheryl in 1956, a sister Delores in infancy, sister 
Chris Bankes, and brothers John Klein and David Klein. 

She moved to the Nation’s Capital and worked as a 
secretary for the Navy’s Judge Advocate General. Joan met 
her future husband Finley G. Winstead, and they married 
on Aug. 30, 1952 at St. Matthews Cathedral in Washington 
D.C. While Finley was in the Navy they lived in Karachi, 
Pakistan, Norfolk, Va., Yokosuka, Japan, and New Orleans. 
While in Japan she worked as a Red Cross volunteer, and 
taught English to Japanese college students. When her husband 
retired from the Navy they moved back to Mendota where they 
both worked at Conco in the engineering department. After 
their sons graduated, Joan and Finley moved to Minnesota, 
Lakeland, Fla., and back to Mendota to help her ailing father, 
and eventually her mother. 

The Winsteads managed the Westridge Apartments while 
in Mendota. They moved back to Florida, began traveling 
a lot, became Park Rangers in Alaska for a time, and lived 
in Los Angeles, San Antonio, Corpus Christi, Dallas and Ft. 
Lauderdale. After the death of her husband Joan returned 
home to Mendota a final time.

Memorials may be directed to the United States Service 
Branch of choice. Condolences may be left at wasmerfu-
neralhome.com.

DEATH NOTICES 
The Mendota Reporter will print DEATH NOTICES 

(approximately 50 words including name, age, date of 
death, time/date of services) free of charge. OBITUAR-
IES will be printed at a cost of $50 to be billed to the 
arranging funeral home or prepaid with cash, check or 
credit card. Please submit obituaries or death notices 
to editor@mendotareporter.com.

Don’t miss
an issue.
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today. Call

815-539-9396
or stop by
our office.

www.eurekasavings.com
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Can you identify 

this photo?
THEN YOU CAN WIN!

The winner will receive:
$1000 MENDOTA BUCKS

To spend at any Mendota Chamber  
of Commerce member.

LAST WEEK’S ANSWER:
Sign at Mendota Moose LodgeWinner - Julie Schmidt

Where is it…

in Mendota?
HOW TO 
ENTER:

If you know where this 
scene is located in Mendota, 
write the answer briefly and 
concisely on a slip of paper 

and drop it off or mail it 
to The Mendota Reporter 
Office. All entries must be 

received no later than noon 
on Monday. One correct 

answer will be drawn each 
week. Prizes must be picked 
up at the Mendota Reporter 

Office. 

Burton H. Wolf
LaMOILLE – Burton H. Wolf, 

92, of LaMoille, passed away Satur-
day, Jan. 14, 2023 at Aperion Care, 
Princeton. 

Funeral services will be Saturday, 
Jan. 21, 2023 at 12:30 p.m. at St. 
John Evangelical Lutheran Church 
(Church on the Hill), Princeton 
with Rev. Wayne Derber officiating. 
Burial will be in the church cemetery 
with military honors by the Ladd 
American Legion. Visitation will be 
held from 10 a.m. until noon Saturday at the church. Merritt 
Funeral Home, Mendota is assisting the family. 

Burton was born Feb. 17, 1930 in Spring Valley to Emil 
and Ella (Hassler) Wolf. He married Elaine Bell on Aug. 12, 
1956 at Hollowayville United Church of Christ. 

He is survived by his wife Elaine of LaMoille; his seven 
children, Kevin Wolf, Jeff (Leslie) Wolf, Todd (Kris) Wolf, 
Terrill Wolf, Rhonda (Greg) Gott, Tim (Katie) Wolf and An-
gela (Lee) Hewitt; 10 grandchildren, Josh Wolf, Jason Wolf, 
Tyler Wolf, Wyatt Gott, Madeline Hewitt, Teagan Hewitt, 
Jack Killin, Grace Killin, Alex Killin and Charlotte Wolf; 
and his sister Ione (Carl) Holm. 

He was preceded in death by his parents. 
Burton was a 1947 graduate of Spring Valley High School. 

He served in the United States Army Airborne, 11th Division 
from 1953-1955. He was a member of St. John Evangelical 
Lutheran Church and a life member of the NRA. He was 
a retired caretaker of the Bache Memorial Chapel in Van 
Orin. Burton was an avid outdoorsman and especially liked 
squirrel hunting. 

Memorials may be directed to the donor’s choice. Online 
condolences may be left at www.merrittfh.com.

Mendota students on Olivet Dean’s List
BOURBONNAIS – Olivet Nazarene University in Bour-

bonnais has announced its Fall 2022 Dean’s List. Among the 
students making the Dean’s List are Francine Brandt and 
Noah DeLong, both of Mendota.

To qualify for inclusion on the Dean’s List, a student must 
have been enrolled as a full-time undergraduate student and 
must have attained a semester grade point average of 3.50 
or higher on a 4.00 grading scale.

Olivet Nazarene University is an accredited Christian, 
liberal arts university offering more than 140 areas of un-
dergraduate and graduate study, including the Doctor of 
Education in ethical leadership.

WIU names Fall Dean’s List students
MACOMB/MOLINE – A total of 1,103 undergraduate 

students enrolled at Western Illinois University were named 
to the Fall 2022 Dean’s List. The total includes 98 students 
at the WIU-Quad Cities Campus.

Among the students earning the achievement are Wyatt A. 
Cole, Isabella M. Harp and Robert J. McCoy, all of Earlville; 
Elizabeth Bresley of Mendota; and Leah Metcalf and Elizabeth 
A. Orwig, both of Ohio.

To receive this award, an undergraduate student must earn 
at least a 3.6 grade point average on a scale of 4.0, which 
equals an A in a minimum of 12 credit hours of graded cours-
es; pass-fail hours are not counted (e.g., student teaching, 
internships).

Local students make Bradley Dean’s List
PEORIA – More than 1,800 students were named to 

Bradley University’s Fall 2022 Dean’s List. To be eligible 
for the Dean’s List, a student must achieve a minimum 3.5 
grade point average for the semester on a 4.0 scale.

Among those students achieving the honor were Meghann 
Harness of Earlville, majoring in Social Work; Caleb Sarff of 
LaMoille, majoring in Industrial Engineering Supply Chain 
Analytics; and Samuel Lawrence of Mendota, majoring in 
Civil Engineering

Bradley University is a top-ranked, private university in 
Peoria, offering nearly 6,000 undergraduate and graduate 
students opportunities, choices, and resources to build their 
futures.

Mendotans on Marquette U. Dean’s List
MILWAUKEE, Wis. – Marquette University in Milwau-

kee, Wis., has announced its Dean’s List for the fall 2022 
semester.

Among the students achieving the honor are Brooke 
Carroll of Mendota, pursuing a Master’s degree in Physician 
Assistant Studies, and Elly Buettner of Mendota, pursuing a 
Bachelor of Science in Business Administration.

To make the Dean’s List, students must have earned at 
least 12 credits for the fall 2022 semester and have no dis-
qualifying grades. The GPA threshold varies by college – for 
the College of Education and the Klingler College of Arts 
and Sciences, undergraduate students must have at least a 
3.7 to be named to the Dean’s List.

The undergraduate GPA requirement is 3.5 for the follow-
ing colleges: the Diederich College of Communication, the 
College of Business Administration, the College of Health 
Sciences, the Opus College of Engineering and the College 
of Nursing. All other programs have a 3.75 GPA minimum.

Marquette University is a Catholic, Jesuit university that 
draws over 7,500 undergraduate and 3,500 graduate and 
professional students from nearly all states and more than 
60 countries.

Area students named to NIU Dean’s List
DeKALB – Northern Illinois University announces its fall 

2022 Dean’s List students. To earn this distinction, students 
must meet a minimum semester grade point average of 3.5 
on a 4.0 scale in the College of Engineering and Engineering 
Technology or a minimum of 3.75 on a 4.0 scale in the col-
leges of Business, Education, Health and Human Sciences, 
Liberal Arts and Sciences, and Visual and Performing Arts.

Area students who achieved this honor include:
Earlville – Nelson Greer, Pre-Computer Science; Landon 

Larkin, Finance; Harrison Vallaro, Manufacturing Engineer-
ing Tech.

Leland – Courtney Cameron, ELED-Reading Teacher
Mendota – Hannah Ambler, Psychology; Katee Johnson, 

Environmental Studies; Kevin Lewis Jr, Mechatronics En-
gineering; Elizabeth Medina, Early Childhood Education; 
Evan Stielow, Biomedical Engineering; Katherine Wohrley, 
Mathematics Education.

Northern Illinois University is a student-centered, nation-
ally recognized public research university, with expertise 
that benefits its region and spans the globe in a wide variety 
of fields, including the sciences, humanities, arts, business, 
engineering, education, health and law.

Mendotans earn degrees from NIU
DeKALB – Over 1,100 students received their degrees 

from Northern Illinois University in December.
Among the graduates are Tasha Arteaga, Master of Science, 

Family Nurse Practitioner, and Lillian Rodrigues, Bachelor 
of Science, Nursing, both from Mendota.

EDUCATION BRIEFS

MENDOTA – The 
American Red Cross held 
a blood drive on Tuesday, 
Jan. 10 at the Mendota 
Moose Family Center. 
There were 64 good units 
collected. There were 48 
whole blood and 16 double 
red cell donations. Your 
time and donation are 
greatly appreciated.

Volunteers for the day 
were Paddy Schwem-
lein, Margy Frey, Sandy 
Schroeder, Lori Simonton, 
Peg Mathesius-Cerveny, 
Kathi Stamberger and 
Kathy Pierce. Mendota 
Subway once again do-

nated sandwiches for the 
luncheon and Black Bros. 
Co. also sponsored egg 
salad sandwiches, BBQ, 
and chips for the drive.  
Desserts were furnished 
by Paddy Schwemlein, 
Margy Frey, Kathi Stam-
berger, Marlene Simon-
ton, Leann O’Brien and 
Lori Simonton.

The next bloodmobile 
will be held on Tuesday, 
March 7 at the Mendota 
Moose Family Center. If 
you would like to make 
an appointment or have 
questions, please call Lori 
at 815-866-3582

Red Cross blood drive
held Jan. 10 at Moose

The latest Obituaries are at
www.mendotareporter.com
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TONY’S TREE SERVICE

Wishing Everyone a Happy New Year!

Check out the 
“Help Wanted” 

ads in the 
Marketplace of 
The Mendota 
Reporter and 
Money Saver 

every week!

MENDOTA – Richard 
and Lois (Henkel) Schwem-
lein of Mendota will be 
celebrating their Diamond 
Anniversary on Jan. 19, 
2023. They were married 
Jan. 19, 1963, at Holy Cross 
Church in Mendota.

They are the parents of 
Rodney Schwemlein, Lisa 
(Ron) Clauson, Duane (Na-
talie) Schwemlein, and Steven 

(Tracy) Schwemlein. Their 
children, grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren, and other 
family members and friends 
wish them a very happy anni-
versary and many more.

Anyone wanting to wish 
the Schwemleins a happy 
anniversary may send cards 
to Richard and Lois Schwem-
lein, 4371 E. 250th Road, 
Mendota IL 61342.

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Schwemlein

Schwemleins to mark their
60th wedding anniversary

“I made quilts for all four 
of my children, my grand-
children, my great-grand-
children, and now I’m work-
ing on my great-great-grand-
children,” Prentice said. “I 
already have a yellow quilt 
picked out and started for 
my newest great-great grand-
child. There is one little guy 
that doesn’t have his yet, but 
he’ll get it, I’m just piecing 
it together.

“It was just a bug and it bit 
me. I just had to keep doing 
another one after I finished 
a quilt. I had an idea already 
ready to go and I wanted to 
try it for the next quilt. You 
can call it an obsession, but 
you get started and you come 
up with different ideas. 

“Once I got started, I 
didn’t want to quit quilting. 
I still don’t want to quit.”

With 47 years of quilting 

OGLESBY – Illinois Valley Community College’s choir 
is looking for singers from the community to join its group 
on Monday evenings. 

Choir director Jenilyn Roether said the group meets 6 to 
7:40 p.m. Mondays in Room D223. They will accept new 
members through Jan. 23. There are no rehearsals Feb. 20 
and March 6.

“Anyone 16 and older may join,” said Roether. “No 
experience is necessary, but a love of singing is.”

Spring semester will culminate with a concert at 7 p.m. 
Monday, May 1. For information, email jenilyn_roether@
ivcc.edu or call (815) 224-0223 and leave a message.

IVCC looking for choir singers

MENDOTA – Holy Cross 
School in Mendota has 
named its Second Quarter 
Honor Roll students for the 
2022-23 school year.

8th Grade 
High Honor Roll – Emily 

Diaz, Nolan Hagenbuch, 
Elaina Koch, Kara Miars, 
Alexandrew Tillman

Honor Roll – James Whit-
more

7th Grade
High Honor Roll – 

Komen Denault, Corbin 
Doll, Karson Doyle, Bear 
Fitzpatrick, Leah Henkel, 
Kaylee MacDonald, Abby 
Magallanes, Gaby Martinez, 
Kamilah Preciado, Maddox 
Rosales, Leah Schwem-
lein, Elsie Soliman, Ross 
Sondgeroth, Cole Tillman, 
Charley Wilson

Honor Roll – Mei Booth, 
Charlee Dankenbring, Hay-
ley Diaz, Giselle Gonza-
lez, Shea Kreiser, Ashlynn 
Rickels

6th Grade
High Honor Roll – Rae-

gan Atherton, Eva Beetz, 
Joseph Cackley, Damien 
DIssell, Cal Doyle, Quinn 
Eddy, Liam Jones, Catherine 
Moench, Kyla Muhlstadt, 
Yulissia Quintana

Honor Roll – Rafael 
Arteaga, Claire Atherton, 
Will Aughenbaugh, Abby 
Delao, Elesea Denk, Nora 
Rhynedance

5th Grade
High Honor Roll – Emme 

Beetz, Leo Engels, Cale Full, 
Linda MacDonald, Lillee 
Monterastelli, Camden Paw-
lowski, Ellye Reppin, Molly 
Wilson

Honor Roll – Blake Cy-
rocki, Sophia Figueroa

B.U.G. Roll – Sophia 
Figueroa

4th Grade
B.U.G. Roll – Mason 

Atherton, Brady Aughen-
baugh, Nicole Cervantes, 
Samantha Escatel, Scout 
Fitzpatrick, Henry Happ, 
Nolan Henkel, Paul Hoch-
statter, MingXi Huang, Sofia 
Lemus, George Rhynedance, 
Brooklyn Shakespeare, Jax-
son Zimmerlein

3rd Grade
B.U.G. Roll – Rose Beetz, 

Bridget Cackley, Carissa 
Doll, Isabel Lemus, Addison 
Mathesius, Noah Mathesius, 
Juliana Ortiz, Eliana Regan, 
Ellyn Schmidt

2nd Grade
B.U.G. Roll – McKenna 

Faber, Shayne Full, Morgan 
Happ, Alexia Lerma, Cecilia 
Oritz

1st Grade
B.U.G. Roll – Sydney 

Beetz, Rory Eich, Zaden 
Greer, Emmersen Piller, 
Jason Rhynedance

Kindergarten
B.U.G. Roll – Savannah 

Colburn, Arya Gann, Linnea 
Hornung, Liam Stewart

comes memories.
Prentice has formed mem-

ories tied to each of her 
family members including 
her children, their children, 
her husband James Prentice, 
who passed away from lung 
cancer in 2005, her mother 
Rosemary, and her grand-
mother Mini.

“My mother and I both 
used to enter quilts in the 
Mendota Tri-County Fair,” 
Prentice said. “It was fun to 
compete against my mother. 
It was interesting. Some-
times I would get a blue 
ribbon and sometimes she 
won the blue ribbon.”

Now, Prentice is hoping 
the traditions will pass on.

Building memories of 
your loved ones, being 
excited about new ideas, 
and creating bonds through 
quilting whether those bonds 
are with a school, a fair, or a 
loved one.

“I feel like it’s a family 
tradition. When I made my 
first quilt, I thought, ‘I’m 
going to do a quilt just to 
carry it on for one more 
generation.’ I was hoping 
either my daughters or my 
granddaughters or someone 
would pick it up,” Prentice 
said. “It hasn’t happened 
yet, and I have a feeling that 
it’s not going to be passed 
on because everyone is so 
busy with their jobs and 
everything they do.

“They also have small 
kids. When I started quilting, 
my twin boys (Brad, passed 
away in 2021 and Tim) 
were 15, I had a 13-year-old 
daughter (Kim) and 9-year-
old daughter (Kelly). I began 
in my early 40s. 

“I’m 81, so I want to get 
everyone a quilt before I 
leave this world. Hopefully, 
I get to show someone else 
how to quilt.”

Quilt
Continued from Page A1

HONOR
ROLL

Holy Cross School

OGLESBY – More than a dozen agribusi-
ness employers are expected to participate in 
Illinois Valley Community College’s Agricul-
ture Job and Internship Fair from 9 a.m. to 
noon, Thursday, Jan. 26 in the Ralph Scriba 
Conference Center, CTC124-125.

IVCC students begin the fair at 9 a.m. 
before it opens to the public at 10 a.m. Partici-
pants will learn about immediate employment 
and internship opportunities.

Non-ag students seeking employment and 
careers in natural science, research, engineer-
ing, finance, business, trucking, welding, 

conservation and more are welcome.
“Modern agriculture offers numerous non-

farm careers,” said IVCC Dean of Natural 
Sciences and Business Ron Groleau. 

For information, contact IVCC ag co-co-
ordinators Willard Mott at willard_mott@
ivcc.edu or (815) 224-0413 or Dr. Jennifer 
Timmers at jennifer_timmers@ivcc.edu or 
(815) 224-0495.

Ag-related businesses are still welcome 
to participate by contacting Lisa Witalka 
at Lisa_Witalka@ivcc.edu or (815) 224-
0502.

AgView FS manager David Horras, left, with IVCC’s Jolene Bobinski, ag student; 
Willard Mott, ag program coordinator; and Jerry Corcoran, IVCC president. Bobins-
ki is interning at AgView through an ‘earn and learn’ program. (Photo contributed)

Agribusinesses to participate in
IVCC Ag Job and Internship Fair

Animals-Pet Waste 
Ordinance

• The purpose of this 
section is to establish re-
quirements for the proper 
disposal of pet solid waste 
in the City of Mendota so 
as to protect public health, 
safety and welfare, and to 
prescribe penalties for failure 
to comply.

• Requirement for dispos-
al. All pet owners and keepers 
are required to immediately 
and properly dispose of their 
pet’s solid waste deposited on 
any property, public or pri-
vate, not owned or possessed 
by that person.

• Exemptions. Any owner 
or keeper who requires the 
use of a disability assistance 
animal shall be exempt from 
the provisions of this section 
while such animal is being 
used for that purpose.

• Violations and penal-
ties. Any person(s) who is 
found to have violated the 
provisions of this section 
shall be subject to a fine of 
no less than $25 and no more 
than $75.

City
Ordinance
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By Scott Reeder
Instead of a coronation we ended up with an election.
How is that a bad thing in a democracy? 
It took 15 roll call votes to elect Kevin McCarthy 

speaker of the House. The political chattering class 
is calling it a national “embarrassment” and labeled 
each prolonged vote a “humiliation” for McCarthy.

Well, maybe. 
By its nature, democracy is supposed to be messy. 

It’s often about building coalitions and holding them. 
In democracies such as France, Italy, Germany and 

Israel, multiple roll calls and succession fights are 
routine. The U.S. is really the outlier in that regard.

Do I identify with that small group of Republicans 
who held out? Nope. But they effectively used what 
votes they had to maximize their power. That’s how 
politics works. 

When I covered the Illinois General Assembly, I 
saw this strategy time and time again. Then-House 
Speaker Mike Madigan would negotiate a budget with 
the governor and the other legislative leaders and a 
faction of his caucus would threaten to withhold their 
coalition’s votes – unless they received funding for a 
particular program or support on a desired initiative.

Other lawmakers would complain about the entire 
legislature being “held hostage” but inevitably com-
promise was reached and lawmakers would head home 
happy. They were engaging in smart politics – using 
their solidarity to magnify their power.

The same thing was happening with the Freedom 
Caucus in Washington. With Republicans holding a 
razor thin majority, they were able to gain an out-sized 
voice in policymaking. 

Here is what U.S. Rep. Mary Miller, R-Oakland, 
said the Freedom Caucus gained: 

The power to block an omnibus spending bill from 
the Senate.

The power to eliminate waste by making direct 
budget cuts to the federal bureaucracy and spending 
caps to cut spending.

A balanced federal budget over the next 10 years.
A committee to investigate the “weaponization of 

the federal government,” including the Department 
of Justice.

A Southern border security plan.
The end of COVID mandates and funding for them. 
Requiring 72 hours to read a bill before the vote.
The power for one member to call a vote for a new 

speaker.
Some of the concessions made to the caucus may 

prove to be positive such as a 72-hour waiting period 
before bills can be voted on within the House. Such a 
measure may improve transparency and debate.

Other concessions will likely prove problematic. 
For example, allowing just one disgruntled member 
of Congress to call for a new vote for speaker has the 
potential to throw the entire chamber into a state of 
perpetual chaos. 

Then again, such disruptive efforts could easily be 
thwarted if Republicans and Democrats join to knock 
them down. That’s a big “if,” but the Freedom Caucus’ 
gains have the potential to cause more mainstream 
Republicans and Democrats to work together.

One need only look back in Illinois history to see 
how that could work. In 1975, state Rep. Bill Redmond 
was elected speaker of the Illinois House – after 93 
rollcalls.

Democrats held the majority but were divided. 
Chicago Mayor Richard Daley and Gov. Dan Walker 
were at loggerheads over who to support. 

Much as the Republicans in Congress fought it out 
this month, Democrats in that era of bell-bottom jeans 
and disco music were unable to reach consensus.

My friend Mike Lawrence, a statehouse reporter 
at the time, said it came down to a contest between 
Democrats Clyde Choate, from Anna, and Redmond, 
from Bensonville. Republicans viewed the matter as 
a Democratic squabble and steered clear. 

But after 93 votes and no winner, a freshman 
Republican named Lee Daniels stepped forward and 
voted for Redmond. 

“When Daniels said, ‘I vote Redmond,’ the place 
went up for grabs and my recollection is that the 
rollcall stopped. I believe the House recessed. … I 
ran out on the floor right for Daniel’s desk and there 
were Republicans all around Daniel’s, just giving him 
the devil and telling him he was all through in the 
Republican Party.”

Daniels, of course, eventually became leader of the 
GOP caucus and later served a term as speaker of the 
House in the 1990s.

As I watched Republicans in Washington this month 
struggle within a divided caucus to elect a speaker, 
I kept waiting for a similar act from one of the 212 
Democrats. It would have just taken one to step forward 
and vote to break the impasse.

It would have been an act of bipartisan statesman-
ship. But it didn’t happen. But it is not too late. The 
far-right Freedom Caucus will try to bring McCarthy 
and the chamber to their knees.

Either members of both parties will reach across the 
aisle and work in a bipartisan manner or we inherit chaos.

The question for members of Congress is: “Do you 
love your party more than your nation?”

(Scott Reeder, a staff writer for Illinois Times, can 
be reached at: sreeder@illinoistimes.com.)

Bad thing for democracy

(The following is from Jessica Nas-
hold’s Backtracks & Sidetracks column 
reprinted from Jan. 22, 1997.)
By Jessica Nashold

Fifty years ago, Mendota American 
Legion Post 540 had cause for rejoicing. 
On Jan. 16, 1947, the Post was awarded 
the American Legion Hall of Fame 
trophy for 1946. This was a state award 
given to the Post, which had engaged 
in activities of most direct benefit to its 
community during the year.

There were 1,053 American Legion 
Posts in Illinois. This was only the sec-
ond time a post in a small community 
had received the honor.

The Mendota Post had sponsored a 
Boy Scout Troop for 18 years and in 
1946 it earned the Fred A. Sauer Memo-
rial Trophy as outstanding troop in the 
north section of the Starved Rock area.

The Mendota Post had also spon-
sored a junior baseball team, which 
won the Illinois Valley championship 
in 1946 and advanced to the national 
tournament in Dayton, Ohio. Although 
defeated in the second round there, the 
Mendota team was bested by a Califor-
nia team that went on to win the national 
championship.

The trophy presented to Post 540 
was a bronze plaque, 18 inches square, 
suitable for either outdoor or indoor 
installation. The lettering – 

1946 to Mendota Post No. 540, 
the American Legion, Mendota, 
Illinois. In recognition of un-
selfish Community Service for 
well-rounded Civic program of 
activities.
The names of local and department 

commanders and adjutants were listed 
on the plaque.

***
On Jan. 25, 1947, a religious census 

was taken in Mendota. Workers met at 
Lutheran parish hall, then fanned out 
to visit every household in town during 
the afternoon. They recorded the church 
affiliation or church preference of each 
individual. Mendotans were urged to 
‘be home” that Sunday afternoon and 
to give the information “courteously 
and completely.”

A central committee comprised of 
one layman from each church compiled 

a master list and forwarded to pastors 
the names of those who had expressed 
a preference for their denomination.

***
The Board of Education for MHS 

received a letter signed by the teaching 
staff and maintenance employees ex-
pressing appreciation for cost of living 
increases, which had become effective 
Jan. 1, 1947. The board also voted to 
increase the wages of part-time school 
bus drivers by 50 cents.

The new rate is $4.50 per day.
***

A fifth school bus, which had been on 
order with Prescott Brothers since April 
1946, was delivered in January 1947. 
Post-war shortages were responsible 
for the lengthy delay. The new bus had 
40-passenger capacity and was being 
held in reserve. The four regular buses 
traveled 1,700 miles per week.

Supt. M.E. Steele had been in charge 
of routing and directing the school bus 
service, but he now delegated these du-
ties to Owen Madden, who also taught 
history and industrial arts at MHS.

***
Mendota High received war surplus 

metal working equipment from the War 
Assets Administration. The value to 
shop and automotive courses to date 
had been about $6,000.

The only cost to the school was 
for cost of shipping.

***
A freak storm on Jan. 29, 1947, 

caused extended power outages as 
sleet-covered branches fell on lines 
and broke them. The Mendota Reporter 
was unable to operate presses in timely 
fashion. The linotype machines were 
also inoperative for a time.

This delayed The Reporter as 
metal had to be remelted, which 
took an hour.

***
The Chamber of Commerce held 

a farewell party at the Elks on Jan. 
23, 1947, for Walter T. Woodcock, its 
executive secretary. Woodcock had 
served since the Mendota Chamber was 
organized in 1945. He received a gold 
cigarette lighter as a going away gift 
and a scroll naming him a permanent 
honorary citizen of Mendota.

It was during Woodcock’s tenure 
that Mendota was tagged “The 
World’s Greatest Little City.”

***
On Jan. 24, 1947, a Burlington bus 

skidded into the southwest corner of 
the Illinois Central freight house about 
3:45 a.m. Dr. Edgar Cook, physician for 
the Burlington, examined passengers 
for injuries, none proving serious. The 
freight house had bricks knocked out and 
the state highway sign was damaged.

The bus was able to proceed on 
its own power.

***
The H.D. Hume Co., which had 

produced 5,000 bat and tine reels in 
1946, planned to increase production 
of this harvesting equipment to 10,000-
12,000 in 1947.

***
Work resumed in dredging out the 

Mendota creek as it passed through the 
business district. A Dixon contractor 
was in charge and was trying to get spe-
cial equipment to work under the bridge 
and buildings on Washington Street.

Mayor Momeny is determined to 
do everything possible to avert 
future floods.
***
Ruth Doenier’s journalism class ben-

efited from three field trips to Wayside 
Press. The students were conducted on 
tours through every department at the 
press by Bob Moss, Paul Jacob, Rich 
McCray, Wes Yenerich and Ken Butler.

***
On Jan. 18, 1947, an auction of 

eight rooms of furniture was held at 
the H.W. Loy home on North Guiles 
Avenue. An aerial view, published in 
The Reporter, showed 250-300 cars 
parked in that vicinity during the sale. 
Frank Stephens was auctioneer and Roy 
McInturf was clerk.

They obtained the highest prices 
ever paid for similar items.

Mendota Post 540 makes Hall of Fame – 1947
Backtracks

&
Sidetracks

By Rich Lowry
The same people who pride themselves on rigorously in-

sisting on the facts -- ideally, explained in the dulcet tones of 
an NPR anchor -- are happy to embrace conspiracy theories 
supportive of their own worldview.

This is why the idea that Russian disinformation on 
social media influenced or even decided the 2016 election 
has gained such purchase, even though a new study finds, 
unsurprisingly, no evidence for it.

The overwhelming focus on the Russian influence opera-
tion in the wake of 2016 was classic conspiratorial thinking 
-- an unusual or unwelcome event, namely Trump’s shocking 
victory, was attributed to the machinations of a small, shadowy 
group of malefactors. 

This fevered notion fueled Democratic 2016 election 
denialism; catalyzed a federal investigation into Trump that 
was senseless and disruptive; created a cottage industry of 
supposed disinformation experts; pushed social media com-
panies into exercising rank political censorship in the name 
of fact-based content moderation; led to the suppression of 
the Hunter Biden laptop story; and distorted the work of 
the FBI, which made itself an adjunct of the progressive 
crusade against such supposedly pervasive and incredibly 
consequential disinformation.

The effects of all of this are still with us today. The panic 
over disinformation is the backdrop to many of the “Twitter 
Files” releases, which will be followed up with hearings by 
House Republicans. 

It always seemed unlikely that a challenge beyond the grasp 
of American politicos with endless resources and extensive 
knowledge of our political system -- namely, swaying an 
election based on some random, not-very-good social media 
posts -- would be easily within reach of clueless Russians 
wielding a bunch of bots.

The new report published by Nature Communications 
(affiliated with the famous journal Nature) is the product of 
a yearslong research project led by New York University’s 
Center for Social Media and Politics. For technical reasons, 
the study focuses on Twitter, although surely its findings are 
more generally applicable. 

It found that even though the scale of the Russian efforts 

sounds vast (an estimated 32 million Twitter users exposed to 
Russia-sponsored posts -- egads!), its reach and measurable 
effect were negligible. 

The report relied on a detailed survey of a subset of Twitter 
users, finding 1% of people on Twitter accounted for 70% of 
exposure to Russian tweets, and 10% for 98% of exposure.

In other words, this was not a widespread phenomenon. 
Indeed, the median exposure to Russian accounts the last 
month of the election was zero because overall exposure 
was so tiny. 

As one might expect, the Russian accounts were “over-
shadowed -- by at least an order of magnitude -- by content 
from ordinary domestic political news media and U.S. po-
litical candidates.”

Was the Russian disinformation carefully targeted for 
political effect? No. It turns out that the Internet Research 
Agency, the outfit in charge of the bots, didn’t know how 
to target American swing voters (maybe they are better at 
this when trying to influence by-elections in Vladivostok).

The Russian accounts were disproportionately seen by 
strong Republicans. These weren’t people sitting on the 
fence, who then saw some crude anti-Hillary meme on social 
media and thought, “That clinches it -- now I can’t vote for 
the Democrat I’ve disdained literally for decades.” 

The study found, naturally, “The relationship between the 
number of posts from Russian foreign influence accounts that 
users are exposed to and voting for Donald Trump is near 
zero.” Nor did Russian posts influence attitudes toward the 
issues or drive increased polarization.

It turns out that random drivel produced by foreigners and 
thrown into the enormous, all-consuming maw of American 
social media doesn’t have much effect.

If the report’s findings were more politically convenient, 
they would by spread far and wide by traditional media out-
lets urging everyone to accept its conclusions as “science.”

In the end, it turns out, the biggest success of the Russian 
operation was driving a segment of American political opinion 
completely mad.

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.

(c) 2023 by King Features Synd., Inc.

Not all conspiracy theories are equal
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ENTERTAINMENT

Bring In A Photo With A
Poem, Verse Or Message–or

just a verse or message
(No extra charge for photo)

You can run any size ad $650 
per column inch for Reporter 

OR Money Saver
$850 per column inch in BOTH

(See examples)
Call 815-539-9396 for 

more information

Happy 21st 
Birthday 
Michelle!

We love you!
Mom, Dad, 

Billie & Susie

CONGRATULATIONS!
on passing your State Exams

Carol Ann Smith, RN
Love, Joey

FUN 
ADS!

Put A Little Fun 
In Someone’s Life!

2 Column x 2”
$26 in Reporter
Or Money Saver

$34 To 
Run In Both

1 Column x 4”
$26 in Reporter Or  

Money Saver
$34 To Run In Both

Celebrity Extra
By Dana Jackson

Q: Who is the actor star-
ring in the new detective 
series “Will Trent”? Also, 
who plays 
Angie on 
the show? 
She looks 
so familiar. 
-- E.M.

A: “Will 
Trent” is a 
police pro-
cedural series on ABC based 
on a series of novels written 
by Karin Slaughter. It stars 
Ramon Rodriguez, who 
played Renaldo on the criti-
cally acclaimed HBO series 
“The Wire,” Bosley on the 
short-lived “Charlie’s An-
gels” TV series a decade ago, 
and most recently Benjamin 
Cruz on the HBO series “The 
Affair.” He’s one of those 
recognizable faces with a 
solid resume, but never was 
the headliner until now.

“Will Trent” also stars 
Erika Christensen as Angie 
Polaski (who is best known 
for her role as Julia on the hit 
series “Parenthood”), Jen-
nifer Morrison (“House”), 
and Mark-Paul Gosselaar 
(“Saved by the Bell”).

***
Q: I really enjoyed Paul 

Reiser in the comedy series 
“Reboot.” It made me won-
der whatever happened to 
Helen Hunt? The last time 

Rodriguez

I saw her was in a Tom 
Hanks film about 20 years 
ago. -- H.A.

A: The daughter of re-
spected acting coach Gordon 
Hunt, Helen Hunt was a child 
actress who guest-starred 
on numerous television 
productions in the ‘70s and 
‘80s, including “The Bionic 
Woman,” “The Mary Tyler 
Moore Show” and “The 
Facts of Life.” She became 
a household name because of 
the hit sitcom “Mad About 
You,” opposite Paul Reiser, 
which was part of the Thurs-
day night NBC lineup before 
“Friends” took its spot. 
Speaking of reboots, “Mad 
About You” returned for a 
limited run in 2019 as part 
of the Spectrum Originals 
subscription service.

Hunt won four consec-
utive Emmy Awards for 
“Mad About You” before 
moving on to a successful 
movie career. She starred 
in blockbuster hits like 
“Twister” as well as critically 
acclaimed indie films like 
“The Sessions,” the latter of 
which earned her an Oscar 
nomination. The highlight 
of her career was winning 
an Academy Award for the 
film “As Good as It Gets.”

She co-starred with Tom 
Hanks in “Cast Away,” in 
2000, and while her roles 
haven’t been as high-profile 

since, she’s been acting on 
camera and doing voiceover 
work steadily for the past 
decade. She recently narrated 
the Lifetime true crime series 
“Meet, Marry, Murder” and 
was a regular on the Starz 
series “Blindspotting.”

“Twisters,” a sequel to 
“Twister,” is coming to the-
aters in the summer of 2024, 
but whether or not Hunt is 
attached to that project has 
yet to be confirmed.

***
Q:I missed the first epi-

sode of “Chicago Fire” when 
it returned in the beginning 
of January. What happened to 
Stella? I’m glad she survived, 
but I don’t know the details. 
-- H.A.

A: When NBC’s hit show 
“Chicago Fire” went on hi-
atus for the holidays, it did 
so with a cliffhanger that 
left fans worried about the 
fate of characters Stella and 
Carver as they rushed into 
a burning building to save 
Pryma. Fortunately, all three 
made it to January when new 
episodes resumed.

However, Carver (Jake 
Lockett) was left feeling 
guilty because Stella (Miran-
da Rae Mayo) was seriously 
injured after jumping in front 
of him during an explosion. 
Pryma (Troy Winbush) also 
survived, but suffered a 
broken leg.

• Trivia Test •
1. GEOGRAPHY: What is 

the second-longest river in North 
America?

2. MOVIES: Which 1973 movie 
advertised itself as a place “where 
nothing can possibly go wrong”?

3. GAMES: Which party game 
claims that it can “tie you up in 
knots”?

4. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Which 
president was the first to appoint an 
African American as a member of 
his Cabinet?

5. HISTORY: When was the 
Warsaw Pact between the Soviet 
Union and seven Eastern Bloc 
countries signed?

6. TELEVISION: Which TV 
game show often uses the phrase 
“Survey says ...”?

7. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What 

is a female peacock called?
8. FOOD & DRINK: How 

many meals do Hobbits eat in a day, 
according to the movies?

9. ADVERTISING: Which 
product used a manicurist named 
Madge in its advertisements? 

10. MEDICAL: What is a com-
mon name for the condition called 
septicemia?

Answers
1. The Mississippi.
2. “Westworld.”
3. Twister.
4. Lyndon Johnson.
5. 1955.
6. “Family Feud.”
7. A peahen.
8. Seven.
9. Palmolive dishwashing liquid.
10. Blood poisoning.

Strange
But True

By Lucie Winborne
* Research has shown 

that girls and women who 
watched the TV series “The 
X-Files” were more likely to 
believe in the importance of 
STEM (science, technology, 
engineering and math) and to 
encourage their own daugh-
ters and granddaughters to 
pursue careers in those fields 
-- something called “The 
Scully Effect” after the se-
ries’ female main character, 
Dana Scully.

* Pentheraphobia is the 
fear of your mother-in-law. 
There, folks, you now have 
an official name for it.

* In 2006, actor William 
Shatner, beloved by “Star 
Trek” fans as Captain James 
Tiberius Kirk, sold his kid-
ney stone, complete with 
stent and string, to a casino 
for $25,000. While Shatner 
retained “visitation rights,” 
the complete proceeds were 
donated to Habitat for Hu-
manity.

* Whack, zoom, out of 
the way! A table tennis ball 
can travel off the paddle at a 
speed of 105.6 mph.

* All of the world’s pandas 
are technically owned by 
China. The country leases 
them to zoos in an act called 
panda diplomacy.

* Ever dreamed of being 
a swashbuckling buccaneer? 
Try attending MIT, where 
after completing courses 
in pistol shooting, fencing, 
archery and sailing, under-
graduates can earn a bona 
fide Pirate Certificate. (Note: 
For entertainment purposes 
only!)

* On Dec. 19, 1881, Sir 
William Payne Gallwey, a re-
tired conservative member of 
the British Parliament, died 
while out shooting on his 
estate, Thirkleby Park -- but 
not from a gunshot. Instead, 
Gallwey suffered a fall and 
landed on a turnip, sustaining 
serious internal injuries to 
which he succumbed a few 
days later.

* Bananas get their curves 
by turning skyward as they 
grow, to absorb sunlight.

Hollywood
By Tony Rizzo

HOLLYWOOD -- Will 
Harrison Ford ever slow 
down? The 80-year-old 
superstar has completed 
“Indiana Jones and the Dial 
of Destiny,” due June 30. 
Then he steps in for the late 
William Hurt as Thaddeus 
Ross in “Captain America: 
New World Order,” due May 
3, 2024. July 2024 brings 
“Thunderbolts,” where Ford 
will reprise the role of Thad-
deus Ross. His Paramount+ 
Western series “1923’ pre-
miered Dec. 18, 2022, and 
will run for two seasons, 
eight episodes each. You’d 
think Ford would take time 
to spend his $300 million 
enjoying time with his wife, 
Calista Flockhart, and his 
children!

But his 77-year-old co-
star, Oscar winner Helen 
Mirren, is no slouch either. 
Both “Golda” (as in Golda 
Meir) and “Shazam! Fury 
of the Gods,” with Zachary 
Levi, hit screens this March, 
followed by “Fast X” and 
“White Bird: A Wonder 
Story” this May.

***

In 1968, while shooting 
celebrities during a press 
screening of Steve Mc-
Queen’s film “Bullitt,” I 
got into an altercation with 
Elliott Gould, then married 
to Barbra Streisand. We four 
photographers had to walk 
backward as they rushed 
out, and when Streisand saw 
us, she went crazy and kept 
covering her face with her 
hands, saying “You have 
enough, don’t you?” I an-
swered her with: “If you’d 
been polite and stopped for 
us, we wouldn’t have to 
bother you now!”

An infuriated Gould 
lunged at me, grabbed my 
heavy Nikon Camera chain, 
and lifted me off the ground. 
He threw me into the street, 
pummeling me against 
a parked car. Doctors at 
UCLA Medical Center said 
I had a dislocated shoulder 
as well as other injuries. It 
took three years to get to 
court, at which time I won 
all three charges for battery 
against him. I was awarded 
four figures, but I told Gould 
that at the time, it wasn’t 
about money. It was about 

principal and precedent. 
Everytime I encountered 
him after that, he was civil, 
saying, “They told me to 
be nice to you.” Once, at a 
charity event, he offered me 
a marijuana joint as a peace 
offering, but I declined.

A few weeks ago, I went 
into a local Smart & Final 
store, and when I reached 
the glass cleaner aisle, 
I was astounded to see 
Elliot Gould there. I said 
to him, “Do you recognize 
me?” He said, “You look 
familiar.” I replied, “Does 
the  name Tony Rizzo 
mean anything?” “Oh,” 
he said, “You’re that guy 
who won a lawsuit against 
me.” I said, “I hope you 
know I  never  b lamed 
you. You, Ryan O’Neal, 
Don Johnson and Jon Pe-
ters all acted as Barbra’s 
protectors when she saw 
photographers and flipped 
out.” I asked him why he 
was there, and he just said, 
“My maid sent me to get 
Windex.” Such is the price 
of fame and fortune!

(c) 2023 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Couch Theater
“That ‘90s Show” (TV-14) 

-- Seventeen years after the 
series finale of “That ‘70s 
Show,” fans can now travel 
back to the Forman home 
in Point Place, Wisconsin 
-- but this time, during the 
summer of 1995. Leia, the 
daughter of Eric and Donna 
from the original series, 
spends her summer vacation 
in her grandparents’ home and 
befriends a few of the other 
teenagers in the neighbor-
hood. As she builds her own 
tightknit group of friends, the 
kids start wreaking good ol’ 
teenage havoc in the Forman 
basement, just as the original 
‘70s gang did before them. 
Debra Jo Rupp and Kurtwood 
Smith reprise their respective 
roles as the bubbly Kitty and 
the irritable Red, and some 
of the original cast (Topher 
Grace, Mila Kunis and Ash-
ton Kutcher) make special 
appearances throughout the 
season. Out Jan. 19! (Netflix) 

“The Sex Lives of College 
Girls” (TV-MA) -- A diverse 
group of four 18-year-old 
freshmen girls, Kimberly, 
Bela, Leighton and Whitney, 
get assigned to room together 
at Essex College in Vermont. 

Even though they all come 
from different backgrounds, 
the girls find themselves at 
a level playing field as they 
make their first ventures 
out into the “real world.” 
Without parental supervision 
and with more freedom than 
they’ve ever had before, 
they attempt to navigate 
adulthood in the only way 
18-year-olds know how: the 
occasional crash and burn. 
Created by Mindy Kaling and 
Justin Noble, this comedy 
series is full of great laughs 
and heartwarming moments, 
beautifully encapsulating the 
beginning years of adult-
hood. The first two seasons 
are out now! (HBO Max)

“Vengeance” (R) -- B.J. 
Novak stars as Ben Mana-
lowitz, a journalist from New 
York who receives a call from 
Ty Shaw (Boyd Holbrook), 
the brother of one of his for-
mer hookups, Abby. Under 
the impression that Abby 
was Ben’s girlfriend, Ty 
announces that Abby passed 
away due to a drug overdose 
and asks Ben to come to her 
funeral in Texas. After Ben 
arrives in Texas, Ty reveals 
that he firmly believes Abby 

was murdered. Receiving 
approval to write a story 
about Abby’s death on his 
podcast, Ben attempts to fig-
ure out the true cause behind 
Abby’s death, dealing with 
her wildly eccentric family 
each step of the way. This 
comedy thriller releases Jan. 
17. (Prime Video)

“One Way” (R) -- Freddy 
Sullivan, son of crime boss 
Fred Sullivan Sr., gets him-
self into a sticky situation 
when he decides to swipe a 
bag full of cash and drugs 
from another crime boss. 
He plans to bring the money 
home to his daughter, but 
as he tries to escape, he’s 
wounded by a gunshot to the 
stomach. Freddy manages 
to drag himself onto a bus 
heading from Los Angeles to 
the desert, hoping to hang on 
long enough to reach his des-
tination and get the money 
to his family. Colson Baker, 
also known as Machine Gun 
Kelly, stars as Freddy in this 
high stakes thriller; Kevin 
Bacon, Drea de Matteo and 
Storm Reid co-star. Pre-
mieres Jan. 20. (Hulu) 

(c) 2023 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Brought to you each week by
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Your Tax Specialists
Trust your taxes to our experienced professionals & 

make sure you are receiving all of the deductions you’re 
entitled to by the latest tax law changes.
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Cell: 815-735-3028
We are ready to help you with 

your taxes!

Call Today For An Appointment!
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Quickbooks Accounting!
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SETCHELL AGENCY LTD.
618 6th Street • Mendota, IL
PH: 815-539-9311

We are ready and waiting to help you 
get that REFUND back FAST.

 Walk-Ins Welcome Or 
Phone For Appointment

Tax Prep For ALL!
Retirees • Families

Individuals • Businesses

WASHINGTON, D.C. 
– The Internal Revenue 
Service announced Monday, 
Jan. 23, 2023, as the begin-
ning of the nation’s 2023 tax 
season when the agency will 
begin accepting and process-
ing 2022 tax year returns.

More than 168 million 
individual tax returns are 
expected to be filed, with 
the vast majority of those 
coming before the April 18 
tax deadline. People have 
three extra days to file this 
year due to the calendar.

With the three previous 
tax seasons dramatically 
impacted by the pandemic, 
the IRS has taken additional 
steps for 2023 to improve 
service for taxpayers. As 
part of the August passage 
of the Inflation Reduction 
Act, the IRS has hired more 
than 5,000 new telephone 
assistors and added more 
in-person staff to help sup-
port taxpayers.

“This filing season is the 
first to benefit the IRS and 
our nation’s tax system from 
multi-year funding in the 
Inflation Reduction Act,” 
said Acting IRS Commis-
sioner Doug O’Donnell.  
“With these new additional 
resources, taxpayers and 
tax professionals will see 
improvements in many ar-
eas of the agency this year. 
We’ve trained thousands of 
new employees to answer 
phones and help people. 
While much work remains 
after several difficult years, 
we expect people to experi-
ence improvements this tax 
season. That’s just the start 
as we work to add new long-
term transformation efforts 
that will make things even 
smoother in future years. We 
are very excited to begin to 
deliver what taxpayers want 
and our employees know we 
could do with this funding.”

These steps took place as 
the IRS worked for months 
to prepare for the 2023 tax 
season. The Jan. 23 start 
date for individual tax return 
filers allows the IRS time to 
perform annual updates and 
readiness work that are crit-
ical to ensuring IRS systems 
run smoothly. This is the date 
IRS systems officially begin 
accepting tax returns. Many 
software providers and tax 
professionals are already 
accepting tax returns; they 
will transmit those returns 

IRS sets Jan. 23 as official start to 2023 tax filing 
season; more help available for taxpayers this year

to the IRS when the agency 
begins accepting tax returns 
on Jan. 23.

The IRS urges people 
to have all the information 
they need before they file a 
tax return. Filing a complete 
and accurate tax return can 
avoid extensive processing 
and refund delays as well 
as avoid the possibility of 
needing to file an amended 
tax return.

In addition, the IRS en-
courages people to carefully 
review their tax situation to 
make sure they don’t over-
look important tax credits 
they may be eligible for, 
like the Earned Income Tax 
Credit (EITC). The IRS has 
set a special day on Jan. 
27 to encourage people to 
make sure they understand 
the important benefits of the 
EITC, a credit that can help 
low- and moderate-income 
workers and families.

The IRS has a variety of 
free services available to help 
people. The IRS’s Volunteer 
Income Tax Assistance and 
Tax Counseling for the El-
derly programs also offer free 
basic tax return preparation 
to qualified individuals. 
People can also get help 
from trusted tax profession-
als, commercially available 
tax software as well as IRS 
Free File, which provides 
free electronic filing of tax 
returns.

April 18 tax filing 
deadline in 2023

The filing deadline to 
submit 2022 tax returns or an 
extension to file and pay tax 
owed is Tuesday, April 18, 
2023, for most taxpayers. By 
law, Washington, D.C., hol-
idays impact tax deadlines 
for everyone in the same 
way as federal holidays. The 
due date is April 18, instead 
of April 15, because of the 
weekend and the District of 
Columbia’s Emancipation 
Day holiday, which falls on 
Monday, April 17.

Taxpayers requesting an 
extension will have until 

Monday, Oct. 16, 2023, to 
file.

Tips to help people with 
the 2023 tax season

The IRS recommends 
several things for people to 
keep in mind for a smooth 
filing experience this year.

Have the right informa-
tion before filing. The IRS 
encourages individuals to 
have all the information they 
need before filing a complete 
and accurate return. Organize 
and gather 2022 tax records 
including Social Security 
numbers, Individual Tax-
payer Identification Num-
bers, Adoption Taxpayer 
Identification Numbers and 
this year’s Identity Protec-
tion Personal Identification 
Numbers valid for calendar 
year 2023.

Filing an accurate tax 
return can help taxpayers 
avoid delays or later IRS 
notices. Sometimes this 
means waiting to make sure 
individuals have accounted 
for all their income and the 
related documents. This is 
especially important for peo-
ple who may receive one of 
the various Forms 1099 from 
banks or other payers report-
ing unemployment compen-
sation, dividends, pension, 
annuity or retirement plan 
distributions.

People should also re-
member that most income 
is taxable, including unem-
ployment income, interest 
received or money earned 
from the gig economy or 
digital assets. Individuals 
should make sure they report 
the correct amount on their 
tax return to avoid processing 
delays.

Visit IRS.gov first for 
questions. The IRS reminds 
people to visit IRS.gov first 
for common questions and 
also to check on the status 
of their refunds. IRS.gov has 
much of the same informa-
tion that IRS phone assistors 
have.

The IRS anticipates mak-
ing significant improvements 
to phone service this year for 
taxpayers and tax profession-
als as more training for new 
phone assistors is completed 
in the weeks ahead. Howev-
er, the IRS emphasizes it’s 
important to note that call 
volumes remain at historical-
ly high levels. The IRS urges 
people to visit IRS.gov for 
the information they need.

“Our phone volumes 
remain at very high levels,” 
O’Donnell said. “For faster 
access to information, we 
urge people to start with IRS.
gov. From there, taxpayers 
can quickly access the variety 
of free resources available to 
help taxpayers anytime, day 
or night.”

Speed refunds by filing 
electronically and choosing 
direct deposit. There are 
important steps people can 
take to help ensure their 
tax return and refund are 
processed without delays. 
The most important is to file 
electronically with direct de-
posit. This is still the fastest 
and easiest way to file and 
receive a refund. To avoid 
delays in processing, people 
should avoid filing paper 
returns wherever possible.

To speed refunds, the 
IRS urges people to file 
electronically with direct 
deposit information as soon 
as they have everything 
needed to file an accurate 
return. Individuals can use 
a bank account, prepaid 
debit card or mobile app 
to use direct deposit and 
will need to provide rout-
ing and account numbers 
with their return. Learn 
how to open an account at 
an FDIC-insured bank or 
through the National Credit 
Union Locator Tool.

It’s never too early to 
get ready for the tax-filing 
season. For more tips and 
resources, check out the Get 
Ready page on IRS.gov.

“With new additional resources, taxpayers 
and tax professionals will see improve-
ments in many areas of the agency this year. 
We’ve trained thousands of new employees 
to answer phones and help people. While 
much work remains after several difficult 
years, we expect people to experience 
improvements this tax season. That’s just 
the start as we work to add new long-term 
transformation efforts that will make things 
even smoother in future years. We are very 
excited to begin to deliver what taxpayers 
want and our employees know we could 
do with this funding.”

–Doug O’Donnell, 
Acting IRS Commissioner

WASHINGTON, D.C. 
— National Taxpayer 
Advocate Erin M. Collins 
released her 2022 Annual 
Report to Congress, say-
ing taxpayers and tax pro-
fessionals “experienced 
more misery in 2022” 
due to paper processing 
delays and poor customer 
service. But the report 
also says the Internal 
Revenue Service made 
considerable progress in 
reducing the volume of 
unprocessed tax returns 
and correspondence and 
is poised to start the 2023 
filing season in a stronger 
position.

The Advocate’s report 
assesses taxpayer service 
during 2022, identifies the 
10 most serious problems 
taxpayers are experienc-
ing in their dealings with 
the IRS, and makes admin-
istrative and legislative 
recommendations to ad-
dress those problems. This 
year’s report recommends 
specific initiatives that 
Collins is urging the IRS to 
include in its plan showing 
how the additional fund-
ing it received in the In-
flation Reduction Act will 
be spent. It also contains 
two research studies – one 
on ways to restructure the 
Earned Income Tax Credit 
to increase participation 
among eligible taxpayers 
while reducing improper 
payments, and the other 
designed to help the IRS 
improve its online op-
erations by studying the 
functionality of online 
operations offered by 
over 40 states and several 
foreign countries.

Taxpayer service 
challenges

• Return processing 
and refund delays. For 
most taxpayers, the most 
important function the IRS 
performs each year is issu-
ing timely tax refunds. In 
2022, about two-thirds of 
individual taxpayers were 
entitled to refunds, and the 
average refund amount 
was nearly $3,200. The 
report says the IRS failed 
to meet its responsibility 
to pay timely refunds to 
millions of taxpayers for 
the third year in a row. 
About 13 million individ-
ual taxpayers filed paper 
returns. Because of paper 
processing delays, refunds 
for these taxpayers were 
delayed, generally by six 
months or longer. Mil-
lions of e-filed individual 
returns were “suspended” 
because they tripped IRS 
processing filters and 
required manual review 
by IRS employees before 
refunds could be released. 
Hundreds of thousands of 
business returns claiming 
the Employee Retention 
Tax Credit were delayed.

However, the report 
says the IRS will be start-
ing the 2023 filing season 
in much better shape than 
the last two years. The 
IRS began 2022 with an 
unprocessed paper back-
log of 4.7 million original 
individual returns (Forms 
1040), 3.2 million original 

business returns, and 3.6 
million amended returns 
(individual and business 
combined). When the 
Advocate’s report went 
to press in mid-December 
2022, the IRS had reduced 
those backlogs to 1 million 
original individual re-
turns, 1.5 million original 
business returns, and 1.5 
million amended returns. 
By Dec. 23, the IRS had 
further reduced its unpro-
cessed paper backlog of 
original individual returns 
to about 400,000 and 
original business returns 
to about 1 million. This 
significant reduction in the 
paper return inventory will 
enable the IRS to begin 
processing paper-filed tax 
year 2022 returns during 
the upcoming filing sea-
son. That contrasts with 
the previous two years, 
when the IRS was not able 
to process current-year re-
turns until months after the 
filing season had ended.

The number of returns 
suspended during process-
ing is the only significant 
return category in which 
inventories increased. The 
IRS entered 2022 with an 
inventory of 4.2 million 
suspended returns. The 
inventory grew to 5.9 
million suspended returns 
by mid-December.

Cases involving sus-
pected identity theft ac-
count for about half the 
inventory of suspended 
returns. In mid-Decem-
ber, the IRS reported 2.9 
million identity theft cases 
in its inventory. While 
some will turn out to be 
fraudulent claims, the IRS 
website as of Jan. 9 states: 
“[D]ue to extenuating 
circumstances caused by 
the pandemic, our identi-
ty theft inventories have 
increased and on average 
it is taking about 360 days 
to resolve identity theft 
cases.” The report calls 
a year-long delay “unac-
ceptable” and urges the 
IRS to assign additional 
employees to process 
these cases.

• Delays in processing 
taxpayer correspondence 
and other cases in the 
Accounts Management 
function. The IRS sent 
millions of notices to tax-
payers during 2022. These 
included 17 million math 
error notices, Automated 
Underreporter notices 
(where an amount report-
ed on a tax return did not 
match the corresponding 
amount reported to the 
IRS on a Form 1099 or 
other information report-
ing document), notices 
requesting a taxpayer au-
thenticate identity where 
IRS filters flagged a return 
as potentially fraudulent, 
correspondence exam-
ination notices, and some 
collection notices. Notic-
es often require written 
taxpayer responses. If 
the IRS did not process 
a taxpayer response, it 
may have taken adverse 

National Taxpayer Advocate 
report focuses on taxpayer impact 
of processing and refund delays

See Report, Page A9

Income Tax Returns 
can be SCARY...
... But, they don’t have to be!

With over 28 years of  experience, 
I can help you to understand the 
process, get all the deductions and 
credits that you are entitled to, & 
answer all your questions!

Schedule an appointment from  
using the “Book Now” button on the 
McGraw Tax Prep & More main page!

GIVE ME A CALL TODAY @
815-994-0609!

Over 25 years of experience!

01
18

20
23
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TAX PREP GUIDE

-Tax 
Preparation

-Payroll
 Solutions

-Bookkeeping
 Services

-Hablamos 
 Español

Phone:
815-664-3290

Email:
abacustaxsv@gmail.com

-Tax 
Preparation

-Payroll
 Solutions

-Bookkeeping
 Services

-Hablamos 
 Español

Phone:
815-664-3290

Email:
abacustaxsv@gmail.com

3017 Fifth St, Peru, IL 61354

01192022

www.abacustaxsv.com

Phone:
815-664-3290

Email:
abacustaxsv@gmail.com

Did you notice this ad?
Then imagine the number of readers and 

consumers in the MENDOTA AREA 
that noticed it too!

Advertise your products and services and get 
noticed by THOUSANDS of readers. 

 
Call 815-539-9396

Tax season isn’t something most people 
look forward to, particularly if they suspect 
they owe money. However, a few tax prep 
tips can make the process of filing a return 
and, if necessary, paying back taxes as 
pain-free as possible.

1. Call your tax preparer early. If you 
use an accountant or another tax preparer, 
be sure to book the appointment as soon 
as possible because slots fill up quickly. 
You don’t want to wait until the last 
minute and find there are no remaining 
appointments.

2. Establish a tax preparation folder. 
Beginning in January, certain documents 
will arrive in the mail that will be needed 
to file your taxes. Documents include 
earnings statements, banking interest 
statements and documents indicating in-
vestment profits. When items arrive, stash 
them in your tax folder so you’ll have all 
necessary paperwork at the ready.

3. Avoid tax scams. As tax season draws 
near, tax scammers target unsuspecting 
individuals. You may find that you receive 
calls or texts from those purporting to be 
with the Internal Revenue Service. How-
ever, financial experts say that the IRS or 

the U.S. Treasury will never call you on 
the phone; their mode of contact is via the 
U.S. mail. Another scam is individuals 
advertising a bigger refund when you use 
their services. This is not how tax laws work 
nor is it possible to get a return larger than 
what is owed. Avoid anyone promising a 
bigger return, advises Bankrate.

4. Consider increasing health spending 
account contributions. HSAs are triple 
tax-advantaged, meaning you get an 
“above-the-line” deduction for contribut-
ing, and the growth in these accounts as 
well as withdrawals are tax-free if used 
for qualified health expenses. If you need 
to lower your tax burden, HSAs may be a 
safe and legal way to do so.

5. Utilize tax software. If you’re not 
using an accountant and have a relatively 
cut-and-dry financial situation, modern tax 
software can be an easy and inexpensive 
way to do your taxes. These sophisticated 
programs ask a series of detailed questions 
and the entire process can be completed in 
relatively little time. 

It’s almost time to get income taxes in 
order. Certain tips can make the process 
go more smoothly.

A few tax prep tips can make the process of filing a return and, if necessary, paying 
back taxes as pain-free as possible.

Five tax prep tips 
as tax season nears

action against the taxpayer 
or not released the refund 
claimed on the tax return. 
During fiscal year (FY) 2022, 
it took the IRS an average of 
193 days to process taxpayer 
responses to proposed tax 
adjustments – about six 
months. That compares with 
89 days in FY 2019, the most 
recent pre-pandemic year. 
The report also calls the de-
lays in resolving these cases 
unacceptable.

• Difficulty reaching 
the IRS on its toll-free 
telephone lines. The IRS 
received 173 million calls 
during FY 2022. Only 22 
million (13%, or roughly 
one out of eight calls) got 
through to an IRS employ-
ee. As a result, most callers 
could not get answers to 
their tax-law questions, 
receive help with their ac-
count problems, or speak 
with an employee about 
compliance notices. Those 
who got through waited an 
average of 29 minutes on 
hold before the call began.

Telephone service for 
tax professionals was worse 
than the prior year and hit 
an all-time low. Because 
tax professionals prepare the 
majority of tax returns and 
often call with complex ac-
count-specific questions, the 
IRS has established a Practi-
tioner Priority Service (PPS) 
telephone line to handle their 
calls. In FY 2022, IRS em-
ployees answered only 16% 
of PPS calls (fewer than one 
out of six), and the average 
hold time for those who got 
through was 25 minutes. 
Telephone delays place tax 
professionals in the difficult 
position of billing clients 
for the time spent trying to 
reach the IRS or writing off 
that time. “Tax professionals 

are key to a successful tax 
administration,” Collins 
wrote. “The challenges of the 
past three filing seasons have 
pushed tax professionals to 
their limits, raising client 
doubts in their abilities and 
creating a loss of trust in the 
system.”

Outlook for 2023
In the report’s preface, 

Collins predicted that tax-
payer service will improve 
in 2023. “We have begun to 
see the light at the end of the 
tunnel,” she wrote. “I am just 
not sure how much further 
we have to travel before we 
see sunlight.”

The report cites three 
reasons for optimism: (1) 
the IRS has largely worked 
through its backlog of 
unprocessed tax returns, 

even though it remains 
challenged with a high vol-
ume of suspended returns 
and correspondence; (2) 
Congress has provided the 
IRS with significant addi-
tional funding to increase its 
customer service staffing; 
and (3) with the benefit 
of Direct Hire Authority, 
the IRS has recently hired 
4,000 new customer service 
representatives, and it is 
seeking to hire 700 addi-
tional employees to provide 
in-person help at its Tax-
payer Assistance Centers. 
Direct Hire Authority has 
enabled the IRS to reduce 
the number of days from the 
time it posts an announce-
ment on USAJobs.gov until 
it onboards a new employee 
by more than half.

Report
Continued from Page A8

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The Internal 
Revenue Service has issued the 2023 optional 
standard mileage rates used to calculate the 
deductible costs of operating an automobile 
for business, charitable, medical or moving 
purposes.

As of Jan. 1, 2023, the standard mileage 
rates for the use of a car (also vans, pickups 
or panel trucks) will be: 

• 65.5 cents per mile driven for business 
use, up 3 cents from the midyear increase 
setting the rate for the second half of 2022.

• 22 cents per mile driven for medical or 
moving purposes for qualified active-duty 
members of the Armed Forces, consistent 
with the increased midyear rate set for the 
second half of 2022.

• 14 cents per mile driven in service of 
charitable organizations; the rate is set by 
statute and remains unchanged from 2022. 

These rates apply to electric and hy-
brid-electric automobiles, as well as gasoline 
and diesel-powered vehicles. 

The standard mileage rate for business use 
is based on an annual study of the fixed and 
variable costs of operating an automobile. 
The rate for medical and moving purposes 
is based on the variable costs. 

It is important to note that under the Tax 
Cuts and Jobs Act, taxpayers cannot claim 
a miscellaneous itemized deduction for 
unreimbursed employee travel expenses. 
Taxpayers also cannot claim a deduction for 
moving expenses, unless they are members 
of the Armed Forces on active duty moving 

under orders to a permanent change of station. 
For more details see Moving Expenses for 
Members of the Armed Forces. 

Taxpayers always have the option of cal-
culating the actual costs of using their vehicle 
rather than using the standard mileage rates. 

Taxpayers can use the standard mileage rate 
but generally must opt to use it in the first year 
the car is available for business use. Then, in 
later years, they can choose either the stan-
dard mileage rate or actual expenses. Leased 
vehicles must use the standard mileage rate 
method for the entire lease period (including 
renewals) if the standard mileage rate is chosen. 

Notice 2023-03 contains the optional 
2023 standard mileage rates, as well as the 
maximum automobile cost used to calculate 
the allowance under a fixed and variable rate 
(FAVR) plan. In addition, the notice provides 
the maximum fair market value of employ-
er-provided automobiles first made available 
to employees for personal use in calendar 
year 2023 for which employers may use the 
fleet-average valuation rule in or the vehicle 
cents-per-mile valuation rule.

IRS issues standard mileage rates for 2023
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Compton, IL • 815-343-8047
• 24/7 Light/Medium Duty Towing & Recovery

• Mobile Auto Truck Repair
• Emergency Roadside Assistance

• Jump Starts
• Fuel Delivery

• Flat Tire Changes
• Lock Out Service

• Secure Impound Yard
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WANTED!
CLASSIC CARS .... TOP $$$$

Mercedes, Porsche, Jaguar, Corvettes, Vintage Cars, 
Foreign & Domestic, Restored & Unrestored,  

Hot Rods, Mopars & Vintage Motorcycles

Call Jim at 630-201-8122 01
19

20
22

SATURDAY, JANUARY 21ST
11:00AM-12:30PM
400 11TH AVE., MENDOTA

OPEN HOUSE

#11679058 
$124,900

A must see, priced well below 
appraised value, 4 bedroom, 
1.5 bath, beautiful natural 
woodwork, sun porch, 1+ 
garage, large corner lot, 1 yr 
Home Warranty included.

Call Bonnie Lester @ 815-228-7565

01
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REDUCED!
PRICE

#11679058 
$124,900

Priced well below appraised 
value. Includes a 1 year home 
warranty plan. Lovely 4 
bedroom, 1.5 bath home with 
lovely natural woodwork, 
spacious yard, 1+ car garage, 
lovely enclosed porch, great 
location & more!

Call Bonnie Lester @ 815-228-7565

01
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Rt. 251• Mendota
(815) 539-5985
Open 6 Days A Week
Sun-Wed. 11am-8pm
Friday & Sat. 11 am-9pm
Joe & Ana ArteagaReservations Accepted

We do catering for all occasions!
Call or stop by for all the details.

BANQUET ROOM AVAILABLE
Perfect for parties, weddings, birthdays 

or any gathering.

Sunday & Wednesday 
Special: 1/4 Fried  
Chicken with coleslaw 
and French fries

Monday & Wednesday: 
$5 margaritas!
Tuesday:
Taco Night!

$8

12192022

Tobacco and More
We carry loose tobacco and flavored tobacco 
for hookahs, cigarettes, cigars, water pipes, 

e-cigs, vaporizers and e-juices.

1001 Main St. Mendota 
815-539-3499

Mon. - Sat. 8AM-8PM, Sun. 9AM-7PM

Smooth Smokes 
Vape Shop
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WARNING: THIS PRODUCT CONTAINS NICOTINE. 
NICOTINE IS AN ADDICTIVE CHEMICAL. S

M
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815-882-2111
404 W. Main St., McNabb, IL • www.grassersplumbingheating.com

Stay Warm 
this Winter!

Let us keep your furnace 
running smooth. Call today to 
schedule service and ensure 

a comfortable home!

AMBOY
815-857-2125

SUBLETTE
815-849-5219

LAMOILLE
815-638-2171

• Auto 
• Home 
• Farm

• Crop
• Life
• Health

Give us a call today!

Whatever your insurance need, we 
have the right policy for you!

01
17

20
22

Our Family Protecting Your Family

• Business 
• Vacation Home

Our sincere appreciation 
to OSF Saint Paul and St. 
Francis staff, Father Randy 
Fronek, St. Mary’s Church 
choir and dinner staff mem-
bers, for care and services 
during Justin’s short illness 
and funeral. Also, our sincere 
gratitude to everyone who 
sent cards, prayers, food and 
memorials. God bless you.

The Justin Corcoran 
family

Words cannot express 
the love and support shown 
from family, friends and 
community at the benefit for 
Johnny Marks on Dec. 10. To 
say thank you just doesn’t 
seem like enough to all who 
helped organize and work at 
the benefit, donated items, 
bid unbelievable amounts 
on the auction items and 
to those who paid for rent 
of the building, food and 
drinks so all money raised 
was straight profit. God bless 
you everyone.

Families of Johnny 
& Tennille Marks

CARDS OF
THANKS

MENDOTA – Public 
notice from Mendota High 
School: Snowmobiles and 
all-terrain vehicles are not 
allowed on any District 280 
school property. Violators 
will be prosecuted.

Snowmobiles,
ATVs are not
permitted on

MHS property

NO VALID
DRIVER’S LICENSE
Alexander J. Ruby, 29, 

of 700 Meadowview Drive, 
Mendota, was charged with 
no valid driver’s license 
after a traffic stop at Main 
and Meriden streets at 8:15 
a.m. Jan. 11. The subject 
was released with a LaSalle 
County court date.

NO VALID
DRIVER’S LICENSE
Christopher J. Duddy, 44, 

of 111 S. 13th Ave., Lot C3, 
Mendota, was charged with 
no valid driver’s license after 
a traffic stop at Wisconsin 
Avenue and Meriden Street 
at 4:07 p.m. Jan. 12. The 
subject was released with a 
LaSalle County court date.

NO VALID
DRIVER’S LICENSE
Jamie L. Christman, 27, 

of 2100 Lincoln Ave., Men-
dota, was charged with no 
valid driver’s license after 

a traffic stop at Fifth Street 
and 11th Avenue at 9:47 
p.m. Jan. 12. The subject 
was released with a LaSalle 
County court date.

WARRANT ARREST
Jimmie R. Weekley, 33, 

of LaSalle, was arrested 
at 1:08 a.m. Jan. 15 on a 
valid LaSalle County war-
rant for failure to appear/
DUI-alcohol. The subject 
was unable to post bond 
and was transported to the 
LaSalle County jail.

SEVERAL CHARGES
Salvador Toribio Lopez, 

44, of 710 Jefferson St., 
Mendota, was charged with 
no valid driver’s license, 
operating an uninsured mo-
tor vehicle and suspended 
registration after a traffic 
stop at Illinois Avenue and 
Jefferson Street at 6:08 p.m. 
Jan. 16. The subject was re-
leased with a LaSalle County 
court date.

POLICE BLOTTER

MENDOTA – The Mendota Police Department would 
like to remind drivers of a few safety tips to keep ev-
eryone safe while driving in winter weather conditions.

Take the time to clean the snow and ice from all ve-
hicle windows prior to driving on the road. Keep your 
speed down to assist in keeping control of your own 
vehicle when driving on slick icy roads. If traveling long 
distances remember to pack a few emergency items to 
take along in the event your vehicle should go off the 
roadway, including a cell phone, blankets and water.

If you are leaving town and need information regard-
ing road conditions, call 800-452-4368.

Check road conditions before driving

Local Cup and Cake
The Village of Sublette welcomes its newest owners of the Local Cup and Cake. 
John McGraw purchased the business, located at 100 S. Front St., Sublette. A 
grand reopening is planned for 10 a.m. – 3 p.m., on Saturday, Jan. 21. Presenting 
an American flag is Sublette Village President John Stenzel, right, to John and 
Alice McGraw, and son, Tyler. The business is a coffee shop and bakery, offering 
regular and decaf coffee, coffee drinks, pies, mini desserts, cupcakes, muffins, 
cookies, donuts, cinnamon rolls, breads, breakfast cups, biscuits and gravy, and 
other sweet treats. The store is open Tuesday through Friday from 7 a.m.-2 p.m., 
Saturday from 8 a.m.-noon, and closed Sunday and Monday. For more informa-
tion, call 815-994-1044 or email localcupncake@gmail.com. (Photo contributed)

MENDOTA – The Men-
dota City Council meeting 
schedule for 2023 is as 
follows:

Feb. 6 & 21; March 6 & 
20; April 3 & 17; May 1 & 
15; June 5 & 19; July 3 & 
17; Aug. 7 & 21; Sept. 5 & 
18; Oct. 2 & 16; Nov. 6 & 
20; Dec. 4 & 18.

Meetings begin at 5:30 
p.m. and are held in the 
City Council Chambers, 607 
Eighth Ave., Mendota.

Mendota city
council schedule
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SPORTS

See Girls, Page B2

See Wrestling, Page B2

BUREAU V. 55, MENDOTA 28
Bureau Valley (55)

 FG FT Fls TP
Maynard 1 0-0 3 3
Salisbury 5 7-10 0 18
Stoller 6 2-3 3 14
Wasilewski 1 0-0 4 2
Cady 3 0-0 1 6
Neuhalfen 4 0-0 1 8
Egan 2 0-0 0 4
Totals 22 9-13 12 55

Mendota (28)
 FG FT Reb TP
Jenner 1 3-4 1 6
Zinke 0 1-2 1 1
Wasmer 0 0-0 3 0
Brant 4 4-11 4 12
Gonzalez 0 0-0 2 0
Frey 0 0-0 1 0
Schultz 0 0-0 1 0
Reel 1 0-2 2 3
Garcia 3 0-0 4 6
Totals 9 8-19 19 28

SCORE BY QUARTERS
Bureau Valley 19 38 46 55
Mendota 7 13 24 28
Three-point goals: Mendota - Jenner 
1, Reel 1; Bureau Valley - Maynard 
1, Salisbury 1

KEWANEE 62, MENDOTA 37
Mendota (37)

 FG FT Reb TP
Jenner 6 8-11 4 22
Zinke 0 1-2 2 1
Wasmer 0 0-1 6 0
Brant 7 0-0 12 14
Garcia 0 0-0 1 0
Schultz 0 0-0 2 0
Reel 0 0-0 2 0
Totals 13 9-14 29 37

Kewanee (62)
 FG FT Fls TP
Dearing 7 5-5 1 20
Miller 1 0-0 0 2
Yepson 2 0-0 3 5
Tiska 2 0-0 0 4
Meyer 1 0-0 2 2
Duarte 2 0-2 0 4
Stevens 1 0-2 2 2
Amos 3 0-1 0 6
Crofton 6 1-2 1 17
Totals 25 6-12 9 62

SCORE BY QUARTERS
Mendota 10 18 32 37
Kewanee 25 43 56 62
Three-point goals: Mendota - Jenner 
2; Kewanee - Dearing 1, Yepson 1, 
Crofton 4

NEWMAN 63, MENDOTA 43
Sterling Newman (63)

 FG FT Fls TP
Batten 6 0-0 1 18
Padilla 3 0-3 3 8
Francque 0 0-0 1 0
Williams 2 0-0 1 5
Britt 2 0-0 5 4
McBride 0 1-2 0 1
Simpson 12 1-5 1 25
Jungerman 1 0-0 0 2
Totals 26 2-10 12 63

Mendota (43)
 FG FT Fls TP
C. Strouss 0 0-0 3 0
Guzman 3 0-0 3 9
Romero 4 1-2 1 9
Nanez 1 1-2 2 4
R. Strouss 2 0-0 3 4
Stamberger 4 0-1 2 10
Baird 0 0-0 1 0
Aughenbaugh 0 1-2 2 1
Dewey 2 0-1 1 4
Koch 1 0-0 0 2
Totals 17 3-8 18 43

SCORE BY QUARTERS
Newman 13 25 41 63
Mendota 13 20 34 43
Three-point goals: Mendota - Guz-
man 3, Stamberger 2, Nanez 1; New-
man - Batten 6, Padilla 2, Williams 1

ROCK FALLS 71, MENDOTA 58
Rock Falls (71)

 FG FT Fls TP
Tanton 0 2-3 4 2
Heald 5 6-6 1 19
Sandy 4 2-2 0 12
Marks 1 0-0 1 3
Goff 6 2-3 2 17
D. Hernandez 4 0-0 4 8
Bates 4 2-2 2 10
Totals 24 14-16 14 71

Mendota (58)
 FG FT Fls TP
C. Strouss 1 0-0 4 2
Guzman 8 0-1 2 18
Romero 7 0-2 5 14
Nanez 6 0-3 4 15
R. Strouss 0 1-2 4 1
Stamberger 2 0-1 0 6
Baird 0 0-0 1 0
Aughenbaugh 1 0-0 1 2
Totals 25 1-9 21 58

SCORE BY QUARTERS
Rock Falls 12 28 46 71
Mendota 21 37 45 58
Three-point goals: Mendota - Guz-
man 2, Stamberger 2, Nanez 3; 
Rock Falls - Heald 3, Sandy 2, Marks 
1, Goff 3

OTTAWA 59, MENDOTA 32
Mendota (32)

 FG FT Fls TP
Guzman 4 0-0 1 9
Romero 2 2-6 3 6
Stamberger 3 0-0 1 7
Nanez 1 0-0 0 3
R. Strouss 2 0-0 1 4
Baird 0 0-0 2 0
Dewey 0 0-0 1 0
Rocha 1 0-0 0 3
Totals 13 2-6 9 32

Ottawa (59)
 FG FT Fls TP
Hart 4 0-0 0 8
Sheehan 3 1-2 1 8
Peterson 0 2-2 1 2
Mucci 0 0-0 1 0
Cooper 0 0-0 1 0
Goetz 2 0-0 0 5
Roether 3 0-0 0 6
P. Knoll 4 0-0 2 9
Henson 2 0-0 0 5
C. Knoll 7 0-2 0 16
Totals 25 3-6 6 59

SCORE BY QUARTERS
Mendota 5 9 23 32
Ottawa 15 33 40 59
Three-point goals: Mendota - Guz-
man 1, Stamberger 1, Nanez 1, Rocha 
1; Ottawa - Sheehan 1, Goetz 1, P. 
Knoll 1, Henson 1, C. Knoll 2

MENDOTA – Two Men-
dota Trojan bowlers are 
headed to the sectional 
round of competition after 
participating in the Dixon 
Boys’ Regional Bowling 
Tournament on Jan. 14.

Landon Bauer and Paxton 
Bauer were both among the 
top 10 bowlers not on an 
advancing team, earning 
them a trip to the sectional. 
The Trojans missed out on 
advancing as a team by 16 
pins.

Landon Bauer finished 
in sixth place overall with a 
1241 series. He rolled games 
of 176, 222, 193, 199, 237 
and 214. Paxton Bauer took 
12th place overall with a 
1210 series. He recorded 
games of 179, 213, 224, 191, 
220 and 183.

Four other Mendota bowl-
ers competed in the regional 
and had their season come to 
a close. Aiden Kent Tucker 
had a six-game series of 1104 
with games of 188, 178, 
194, 181, 192 and 171. Alex 
Holland finished with a 1034 
series with games of 153, 
176, 180, 144, 201 and 180. 
Clay Buffington and Kooper 
Novak each bowled three 
games. Buffington (510) had 
games of 183, 162 and 165, 
while Novak (576) rolled a 
210, 182 and 184.

In the team standings, 
Oregon won the regional 
title with a 5830 series. 
Other teams advancing to the 
sectional include Freeport 
(5743), Sterling (5692) and 

Landon Bauer, left, and Paxton Bauer both earned a trip to the sectional after 
participating in the Dixon Boys’ Regional Bowling Tournament on Jan. 14. 
(Photo contributed)

2 MHS bowlers punch ticket to sectional
q Bauer brothers advancing after their performance in Dixon Regional

Geneseo (5690). The Trojans ended in 
fifth place with a score of 5675.

Landon Bauer and Paxton Bauer will 

compete in the Rockford Guilford Sec-
tional on Saturday, Jan. 21 at 10 a.m. at 
Don Carter Lanes in Rockford.

Bureau Valley raced out 
to a double-digit lead in the 
first quarter and cruised past 
Mendota, 55-28, in Three 
Rivers Conference varsity 
girls’ basketball action on 
Jan. 9 at the MHS gym.

The Storm opened up a 
19-7 advantage after the first 
stanza and widened the gap 
to 38-13 at the break.

“We got flat out beat at 
basically everything,” said 
Mendota coach John Hansen. 
“We have got to stop the 
turnovers.”

Reanna Brant had 12 
points, four rebounds and 
four steals for the Lady 
Trojans. Katie Jenner and 
Naitzy Garcia added six 
points apiece, while Garcia 
grabbed four boards.

***
Mendota dug itself anoth-

er huge hole early in the game 
and fell to Kewanee, 62-37, 
in a conference contest on 
Jan. 11 at Kewanee. The 
Lady Trojans saw their Three 
Rivers record dip to 1-6.

Kewanee torched the ny-
lon for 25 first-quarter points 
while Mendota managed 
only 10 tallies. The Boiler 
Girls took a 43-18 lead to 
the locker room.

“Honestly, I thought we 
played really well at both ends, 
I just don’t think Kewanee 
missed a shot in the first 12 
minutes,” stated Hansen. 

Mendota got scoring from 
only three players. Jenner 
led the way with 22 points 
and Brant contributed 14 
markers and 12 rebounds. 
Grace Wasmer yanked down 
six caroms.

***

Girls struggle in 3 losses
The Lady Trojans dropped 

a 55-18 decision at Rock 
Falls on Jan. 14.

Sterling Newman pulled 
away from Mendota in the 
second half on its way to a 63-
43 triumph over the Trojans 
in a Three Rivers Conference 
varsity boys’ basketball con-
test on Jan. 10 at the MHS 
gym. Mendota dropped to 
1-3 in conference play.

The two teams played to 
a 13-all tie after the opening 
stanza and then Newman 
grabbed a 25-20 halftime 
lead. The game was still up 
for grabs (41-34) heading to 
the fourth frame, where the 
Comets outscored Mendota, 
22-9, to win by a comfortable 
margin.

Dominik Stamberger led 
the Trojans with 10 points, 
while Isaac Guzman and 
Rafael Romero supplied nine 
points apiece.

***
Mendota let a big lead slip 

away as Rock Falls rallied in 
the second half for a 71-58 
nonconference triumph over 
the Trojans in a varsity boys’ 
basketball contest on Jan. 13 
at the MHS gym.

The Trojans zoomed out 
to a 13-3 lead on their way 
to a 21-12 advantage after 
the first quarter. Mendota 
was able to maintain that 
nine-point lead (37-28) at 
intermission.

After Romero scored 
the first bucket of the third 
quarter for a 39-28 lead, the 
Rockets started chipping 
away over the remainder 
of the frame. The Trojans 
were still clinging to a 45-40 
margin on an Guzman basket 
with 2:47 to go in the quarter, 

Mendota’s Rafael Romero has his shot contested by a pair of Rock Falls defenders, including Chevy Bates, right, 
on Jan. 13 at the MHS gym. (Reporter photo)

but Rock Falls scored the fi-
nal six points of the period on 
back-to-back three-pointers 
by Aydan Goff and Kuitim 
Heald to grab a 46-45 lead 
with one quarter to play.

Heald started the fourth 
with another trey before a 
Ryne Strouss free throw 

halted a 9-0 Rocket run to 
make it 49-46 with 7:37 to 
go. That was as close as the 
Trojans could get as Rock 
Falls’ lead reached double 
figures (59-49) with 3:15 left.

Three Trojans hit double 
digits in scoring, led by 
Guzman with 18 points. 

Izaiah Nanez was next with 
15 markers and Romero 
added 14.

***
Ottawa led from start 

to finish in downing the 
Trojans, 59-32, in a non-
conference game on Jan. 14 
at Ottawa.

The Pirates took a 15-5 
first-quarter lead and went 
to the locker room with a 
comfortable 33-9 margin.

Guzman led the Trojans 
with nine points, while Stam-
berger provided seven tallies.

Mendota has a 7-15 re-
cord.

Trojans dealt losses by Newman, Rock Falls, Ottawa Trojan
box

scores

Mendota’s wrestlers dropped both 
ends of a triangular meet at Sterling 
Newman on Jan. 10.

The host Comets downed the 
Trojans, 42-24. Wyatt Ossman got the 
lone mat win for the Trojans, pinning 
his opponent at the 1:42 mark of their 
182-pound bout. Picking up forfeits 
were Payton Gagliardo (170), Albert 
Harris (220) and Gabe Vallejo (285).

Against Sherrard, the Trojans suf-
fered a 66-12 setback. Corbin Furar 
got a pin at 1:50 of his 138-pound 
match, while Ossman and Harris 
gained forfeit victories.
Jan. 10
Newman 42, Mendota 24

106 – double forfeit; 113 – Hansen 
(SN) pinned Cadence Thornton (M), 
0:23; 120 – Ivey (SN) won forfeit; 
126 – double forfeit; 132 – Messer 
(SN) pinned Gavin Evans (M), 3:27; 
138 – Rude (SN) pinned Jose Her-
mosillo (M), 1:45; 145 – McDonell 

(SN) pinned Lea Turner (M), 1:44; 
152 – Geske (SN) pinned Brooke 
Bailey (M), 1:23; 160 – Francis (SN) 
pinned Dean Gilbert (M), 3:00; 170 
– Payton Gagliardo (M) won forfeit; 
182 – Wyatt Ossman (M) pinned 
Garland (SN), 1:42; 195 – Newberry 
(SN) pinned Reese Lane (M), 0:42; 
220 – Albert Harris (M) won forfeit; 
285 – Gabe Vallejo (M) won forfeit
Sherrard 66, Mendota 18

106 – Werner (S) won forfeit; 113 
– C. Thomson (S) pinned Thornton 
(M), 1:56; 120 – Findlay (S) won 
forfeit; 126 – Bynum (S) won forfeit; 
132 – Anderson (S) pinned Sam 
Christmann (M), 1:52; 138 – Corbinn 
Furar (M) pinned J. Thomson (S), 
1:50; 145 – Dalton (S) pinned Rhett 
Watson (M), 3:00; 152 – Hoke (S) 
pinned Reyli Sandoval (M), 1:51; 160 
– King (S) pinned Gilbert (M), 1:39; 
170 – Weakley (S) pinned Gagliardo 
(M), 0:35; 182 – Ossman (M) won 

forfeit; 195 – Anderson (S) pinned 
Lane (M), 0:38; 220 – Harris (M) 
won forfeit; 285 – Covey (S) pinned 
Vallejo (M), 3:56

***
Mendota participated in the Am-

boy Junior Varsity Tournament on 
Jan. 7. The Trojans finished in seventh 
place out of 14 teams.

Furar (138) and Harris (220) both 
finished in second place in their 
respective weight classes. Vallejo 
(285) took fourth place, while Keegen 
Stewart (132) and Reese Lane (195) 
placed sixth.

***
Mendota was defeated by Mon-

mouth-Roseville and Erie-Prophet-
stown in a triangular meet at Erie 
on Jan. 12.

The host school topped the Tro-
jans, 54-24. Brooke Bailey got a pin 
win for Mendota at 152 pounds, while 
forfeit victories went to JP Belmonte 

(182), Lane (195) and Harris (220).
Against Monmouth-Roseville, 

the Trojans were on the short end of 
a 57-24 score. Harris (220), Stewart 
(132) and Rhett Watson (145) each 
pinned their opponent, while a forfeit 
win went to Jose Hermosillo (138).
Jan. 12
Erie-Prophetstown 54, Mendota 24

106 – Hawkins (EP) won forfeit; 
113 – Johnson (EP) pinned Thorn-
ton (M), 1:43; 120 – Church (EP) 
won forfeit; 126 – Wilkes (EP) won 
forfeit; 132 – Naftger (EP) pinned 
Christmann (M), 0:30; 138 – Jepson 
(EP) pinned Hermosillo (M), 2:02; 
145 – Rosenow (EP) dec. Turner 
(M), 17-8; 152 – Bailey (M) pinned 
Thompson (EP), 1:23; 160 – Jace (EP) 
pinned Gagliardo (M), 0:56; 170 – 
Smith (EP) pinned Gilbert (M), 2:21; 

MHS grapplers come up short in busy week on mat
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SPORTS

HWY 251 S. • MENDOTA 
 815-539-6263

Auto Body Specialists
Weather Tech dealer

Window Tinting
Car/Truck/SUV 

Detailing

And many other truck 
accessories available!

Marten Portable 
Buildings

325 N. 25th Rd.
Rt. 251 S., Peru

224-1506

YOUR HOME TOWN 
INSURANCE COMPANY.

We offer:
• Equipment Breakdown

• Buried utility line 
coverage

• Sump Pump Back Up
• Home/Auto Discount

Find a list of our agents 
for your property 

insurance needs at  
www.mendotamutual.com

Advertise
Your 

Business
Here

In The
Area 

Business
Spotlight

539-9396

1207 22nd St.
(815)539-9306

Cash  
& Carry

$900

Double It For

$1500

1102 Meriden St., Mendota
815-539-9341

Open 6am-10pm 
 7 days a week

• Bakery
• Deli
• Meats
• Liquor
• Produce
• Floral

Across from 
First State Bank, Mendota

Call 
(815) 539-5651

See 
Jackie Near 

for all your 
Insurance Needs!

2112 W. Main St.
Mendota

815-539-8500

• Plumbing
• Heating
• Cooling
•Electric

Mendota • 815-539-3828
TRIPLESERVICEINC.COM

IL Lic. #055-041123

AREA BUSINESS 
SPOTLIGHT

www.eurekasavings.com

Buying a car 
just got easier.
Find out how by 

calling...

Se habla español

ANNA 
ARTEAGA

NMLS #461075

1300 13th Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

Ph. 539-5656

LaSalle
Peru

Oglesby
Wenona

Other Locations:

Garden 
Center & 
Custom 

Landscape 
Design

417 US-34 • Mendota 

(815)538-4800
 

By Appointment Only

706 Washington St. 
and 1403 13th Ave., 

Mendota

182 – JP Belmonte (M) won 
forfeit; 195 – Lane (M) won 
forfeit; 220 – Harris (M) won 
forfeit; 285 – Chastain (EP) 
dec. Vallejo (M), 4-2
Monmouth-Roseville 57, Men-
dota 24

106 – Dillard (MR) won 
forfeit; 113 – Tiguan (MR) 
dec. Thornton (M), 16-0; 
120 – Domingo (MR) won 
forfeit; 126 – Morales (MR) 
won forfeit; 132 – Stewart 
(M) pinned Cinzah (MR), 
3:08; 138 – Hermosillo 
(M) won forfeit; 145 – 
Watson (M) pinned Sang 
(MR), 3:54; 152 – Mora 
(MR) pinned Bailey (M), 
0:25; 160 – Raymond (MR) 
pinned Gilbert (M), 0:55; 
170 – Martinez (MR) dec. 
Gagliardo (M), 11-10; 182 
– Gandarilla (MR) pinned 
Belmonte (M), 2:45; 195 – 
Izquierdo (MR) won forfeit; 
220 – Harris (M) pinned 
Vega (MR), 1:31; 285 – Bell 
(MR) pinned Vallejo (M), 
1:25

***
The Trojans finished in 

15th place out of 20 teams 
in the Kewanee Invitational 
on Jan. 14.

Harris took fourth place 
at 220 pounds and Watson 
was sixth in the 145-pound 
class.

Wrestling
Continued from Page B1

Mendota went scoreless 
in the first quarter while 
Rock Falls ran up 17 points. 
The count stood at 32-8 at 
the break.

“We have got to take care 
of the basketball, bottom 
line,” explained Hansen.

Karly Reel and Gracie 
Zinke scored five and four 
points, respectively, for the 
Lady Trojans. Wasmer and 
Reel grabbed four rebounds 
apiece, while Brant had four 
blocked shots.

MHS has a 4-17 record.

Girls
Continued from Page B1

ROCK FALLS 55, MENDOTA 18
Mendota (18)

 FG FT Reb TP
Jenner 0 1-4 0 1
Zinke 1 1-2 2 4
Wasmer 1 0-0 4 3
Brant 1 1-2 3 3
Reel 2 0-0 4 5
Garcia 1 0-0 1 2
Sondgeroth 0 0-0 2 0
Schultz 0 0-2 1 0
Totals 6 3-10 17 18

Rock Falls (55)
 FG FT Fls TP
Lombardo 2 0-0 0 4
Howard 5 0-0 1 10
Sigel 1 0-0 2 2
Cid 1 0-0 1 2
Johnson 4 0-0 0 9
Teague 1 0-0 0 2
Witherow 0 1-2 1 1
Lego 4 2-2 3 10
Bickett 5 2-4 1 12
Thatcher 1 1-2 1 3
Totals 24 6-10 10 55

SCORE BY QUARTERS
Mendota 0 8 12 18
Rock Falls 17 32 50 55
Three-point goals: Mendota - Zinke 
1, Wasmer 1, Reel 1; Rock Falls - 
Johnson 1

Jan. 9 (girls)
Mendota 2474, Streator 

2180
Mendota scores: Lauren 

Holland 513 series; Isabelle 
Escatel 443 series; Brisa 
Nunez 422 series
Jan. 9 (boys)

Mendota 3209, St. Bede 
2628

Mendota scores: Landon 
Bauer 711 series; Aiden Kent 
Tucker 597 series; Clay Buff-
ington 520 series

Jan. 10 @ Somonauk
Somonauk 65, LaMoille 36

Stats: Ian Sundberg 10 
points, 8 rebounds; Eli Keigh-
in 9 points
Jan. 11 vs. Lowpoint-Washburn
Lowpoint-Washburn 64, 
LaMoille 52

Stats: Tyler Billhorn 15 
points, 11 rebounds; Logan 
Dober 11 points; Ian Sund-
berg 7 points, 10 rebounds; 
Josh Martin 7 rebounds
Jan. 13 vs. Serena
Serena 74, LaMoille 35

Stats: Billhorn 14 points, 
6 rebounds; Ian Sundberg 9 
points, 7 rebounds; Martin 
6 rebounds; Brayden Klein 
6 rebounds
Jan. 14 @ Midland
Midland 63, LaMoille 24

Stats: Dober 9 points; Bill-
horn 6 points, 7 rebounds; I. 
Sundberg 6 rebounds

MHS Bowling

LaMoille hoops

A monster fourth quarter propelled the 
Mendota sophomores to a 44-28 triumph 
over Sterling Newman in a Three Rivers 
Conference encounter on Jan. 10 at the 
MHS gym.

The Trojans managed just one point 
in the first quarter and found themselves 
down 8-1 heading to the second. Newman 
maintained its lead and took a 17-13 
halftime advantage, and then the Comets 
stretched the margin to seven (26-19) en-
tering the final frame. But the game took 
a dramatic turn in the fourth quarter when 
the Trojans ripped the net for 25 points 
while holding Newman to just a single 
bucket to win going away.

Aden Tillman and Domenic Richey led 
the attack with 12 points apiece, followed 
by Dane Doyle with 10 tallies and Braiden 
Freeman with seven.

***
Mendota and Rock Falls hooked up in 

a tight contest that went to the Trojans, 
46-39, in sophomore boys’ nonconfer-
ence basketball action on Jan. 13 at the 

MHS gym.
After trailing 16-14 at the end of one 

period, the Trojans held Rock Falls to 
seven points in the second quarter to 
take a 29-23 halftime lead. The visitors 
cut the deficit in half (34-31) heading to 
the fourth, before Mendota pulled away 
for the victory.

Tillman hit six of six free throws in the 
fourth frame and finished with 16 points. 
Doyle was next with 11 points, while Cam 
Kelly contributed 10 tallies.

Mendota’s freshmen bested Rock Falls, 
49-39. Ramiro Palacios paced the attack 
with 23 points, followed by Johan Cortez 
and Angel Orozco with nine markers 
apiece.

***
Offense was hard to come by for both 

teams in a 33-22 Ottawa victory over the 
Mendota sophomores in nonconference 
play on Jan. 14 at Ottawa.

Tillman topped Trojan scorers with 
eight points.

Mendota’s overall record is 11-8.

Sophomore cagers claim
two wins in three games

Make sure to be a good
sport when cheering on
your favorite player or team!
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ACCURATE TITLE & LICENSE  
Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 6th St. • Mendota 
815-539-9311

ASSISTED & INDEPENDENT LIVING
Stonecroft Village
1700 Burlington St. 
815-538-5300
stonecroftvillage.com

AUCTIONEERS  
McConville Realty & Auctioneering
612 Main St. 
815-539-5673

AUTO BODY REPAIR 
The Fender Menders
325 N. 25th Rd., Route 251 S., Peru
815-224-1506 

Furar’s Body Shop
306 Plaza Dr.
815-539-6075 

Specialty Body & Paint
1503 W. Washington St.
815-539-7801  
Se Habla Español

ASSISTED LIVING 
Home Insted (In Home Non-Medical 
Care)
815-223-7970 
www.homeinstead.com/53b

ATTORNEY 
The Cantlin Law Firm
815-433-4712 
www.cantlinlaw.com

AUTOMOBILE DEALERS 
Mendota Ford
Rt. 251 S. 
815-539-9314  
www.mendotaford.com

Schimmer, Inc. Buick • Chevy
Rt. 251 S.
815-539-9343
www.schimmergm.com

Vaessen Bros. Chevrolet
505 N. Pennsylvania Ave., Sublette
815-849-5232
www.vaessenbrothers.com

BOOKKEEPING/TAX SERVICE  
Baker’s Computer & Office Services
4119 N. State Hwy. 251 • Mendota 
Ph. 815-538-6290 • Fax 815-538-7032  
bakerscomputerservices@frontier.com

CARPENTRY 
Jones Home Improvement
Anthony J. Jones 
815-539-6175

CARPET & FLOORING
Meyers Furniture & Carpet
1901 S. 13th Ave. 
815-539-6263

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE  
Mendota Area Chamber of Commerce
800 Washington  St. 
815-539-6507

CONTRACTORS - GENERAL   
Mauch Carpentry
705 Illinois Ave. 
815-539-7867 
License #104005528

DENTISTS  
Krenz Dental, Ltd.
Robert Krenz, D.D.S. • Jon Krenz, D.M.D.
704 Indiana Ave. • 815-538-5316

ELECTRICAL 
Triple Service 
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St.
815-539-3828
IL Lic. #055-041123

ELECTRICAL/CONTRACTING  
Carriage House Electric
105 12th St. 
815-538-5598

 
Hilliker Electric, LLC
1417 Franklin Grove
815-456-7036
Emergency Number 815-441-8207

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS  
Eureka Savings Bank
1300 13th Ave. 
815-539-5656
Member FDIC

Financial Plus Credit Union
1905 13th Ave.  
815-539-3444
Member NCUA-ESI

First Federal Savings Bank
1205 Washington St. 
815-539-6757
Member FDIC

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS  
First State Bank
706 Washington St. • Main 
1403 13th Ave. • Plaza
815-538-2265 
firststatebank.biz 
Member FDIC

FIREPLACES
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742

FLORISTS  
Floralcrest Florist & Greenhouse
1207 22nd St. 
815-539-9306

FUNERAL HOMES  
Wasmer Funeral Home
2112 W. Main St. 
815-539-8500

FURNITURE   
Meyers Furniture & Carpet
1901 S. 13th Ave. 
815-539-6263

GROCERY STORES  
Sullivan’s Foods
1102 Meriden St. 
815-539-9341

GYM  
YMCA
Route 251 South • Mendota 
815-539-9343

HARDWARE STORES  
Stephenitch Do It Best Hardware 
Rt. 251 North 
815-539-9394

HEALTH CARE CLINIC  
Davis Family Health, LLC 
1201 Meriden St.
815-538-1800

HEATING & COOLING  
CONTRACTORS  

Campbell Plumbing & Heating 
Heating • Cooling • Plumbing
1211 Chicago St. 
815-539-5083 
In Business 38 Years • IL Lic. #058-097742

Malley Plumbing & Heating
123 South Ottawa Street, Earlville
815-246-6011 
IL License #055-009898

Triple Service 
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St. 
815-539-3828  
IL Lic. #055-041123

Walter Bros. 
Plumbing-Heating-Cooling
909 Washington St. 
815-538-6516 
 IL Lic. #058-102682

INSURANCE  
First State Insurance
715 Washington St. • 815-539-5651

Kurt Bruno State Farm
1103 Main St. • 815-539-3878

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 Sixth St. • 815-539-9311

KITCHEN & BATH
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742

Someone’s In the Kitchen
1619 N. Main St. • Princeton
815-879-0604
www.somekitchen.com

LIBRARY
Graves-Hume Public Library
1401 W. Main St.
815-538-5142
www.graveshume.org

MATTRESSES  
Meyers Furniture & Carpet
1901 S. 13th Ave. 
815-539-6263

OFFICE SUPPLY  
Pohl’s Office Supply & Equipment
809 Washington St. 
815-538-5741

OPTOMETRIST  
Dr. Tara Van de Wyngaerde
700 14th Ave.
815-539-6291

PET GROOMING  
Dirty Dawgs
918 Main St., Ste 2 
815-538-2550

 
 
PLUMBING CONTRACTORS   

PLUMBING CONTRACTORS 
Campbell Plumbing & Heating 
Heating • Cooling • Plumbing
1211 Chicago St. 
815-539-5083 
In Business 38 Years • IL Lic. #058-097742

Malley Plumbing & Heating
123 South Ottawa Street, Earlville
815-246-6011 
IL License #055-009898

Triple Service  
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, 
Electric
801 Monroe St.
815-539-3828
IL Lic. #055-041123

Walter Bros.  
Plumbing-Heating-Cooling
909 Washington St. 
815-538-6516 
IL Lic. #058-102682

POST FRAME BUILDERS  
N.L. Morton Buildings, Ltd.
203 N. 4099th Road
815-539-9325
New construction & repair

REALTORS  
Erbes Realty, LLC
1922 Tower Road • Sublette
815-535-6295 • Lorierbes@gmail.com

Homestead Realty
1316 Lakewood Plaza, #5 
815-539-3811

McConville Realty & 
Auctioneering
612 Main St. 
815-539-5673

Town & Country Realty
607 Sixth St. 
(815) 539-6635

RESTAURANTS  
Cindy’s on 34
1300 Raymond Drive 
815-539-9000

Main St. Station Bar & Grill
714 Main St. 
815-539-7011
www.mainstreetstationbar-grill.com

McDonald’s in Mendota
2 locations
Stop in and see us today!!
NOW HIRING - EOE- Locally Owned and 
Operated by Paul and Mary Breznay

SEAMLESS ROOFING   
DuroLast Roofing
705 Illinois Ave. 
815-539-5142 
License #104005528

SPORTING GOODS/CLOTHING  
Sports-N-Stuff
804 Washington St. 
815-539-6354

TAX PREPARATION  
H&R Block
1313 Meriden St. 
815-539-7610
hrblock.com

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 Sixth St. 
815-539-9311

THRIFT STORES  
Nightengales Thrift Shop
708 Jefferson St. • 815-539-6100
Supports Trinity Health Care Clinic  • 815-910-0200

TRANSPORTATION
Mendota Area Senior Services 
1901 Tom Merwin Drive
815-539-7700
mendotaseniors1978@yahoo.com

TOWING  
Gibson Towing
230 E. Lincoln Ave., Leland
815-651-9436

TOWING  
Ramer Automotive & Towing
Paul, Matt & Brendan Ramer
4266 E. 4th Road  
815-539-5321

ETERINARIANS  

VETERINARIANS
Ancare Veterinary Clinic
Stephen J. Dullard, DVM ABVP
1205 Sixth Ave. 
815-539-3844
www.ancarevet.com

 
Mendota Companion Animal Centre
Cathy J. Wolf, DVM
Rt. 251 N. 
815-539-6601
www.mendotavet.com

WINDOWS & DECKING
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742

800 Washington Street
815-539-7459

www.mendota.il.us

City of 
Mendota

715 
Washington Street

815-539-5651

706 Washington St. and 
1304 13th Ave., Mendota

815.538.2265

Free cheeseburger when you 
purchase a cheeseburger!

One coupon per customer per visit. Not valid with any other 
offer. Only redeemable at McDonald’s in Mendota.

Now Hiring. EOE

2 locations 
Mendota 

*Locally owned and operated 
by Paul & Mary Breznay

Expires 11/30/2022
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Best Of MHS

Now Hiring - EOE 
Locally Owned & Operated by Paul & Mary Breznay

Two Mendota Locations
2701 12th St. • 815-538-6012
1501 13th Ave • 815-538-2100

City of
MENDOTA

Mayor David Boelk
City Officials & Employees

Your Full Service,
Member Owned

Financial Institution

Membership Open to the Community
www.financialplus.org

Mendota | Peru | Ottawa | Morris | Diamond

Your Full Service,
Member Owned

Financial Institution

Membership Open to the Community
www.financialplus.org

Mendota | Peru | Ottawa | Morris | Diamond

706 Washington St. & 
1403 13th Ave.
800.362.9623

firststatebank.biz

9 Week  
Progress Report

Sophomore Class

Fernando Arteaga Noemi Arteaga Samantha 
Ascensio Marco Balcazar Makenzie Bean Shelby Bentley Lily Bokus Kirby Bond 

James Bradley Benjamin Bresley Ashley Caracheo Katelyn Cook Ella Coss Sofia Duarte 
Salinas Ava Eddy Gavin Elston 

Cameron Escatel Braiden Freeman Ashley Garcia Crystal Garcia Cassandra 
Gonzalez Keith Grim Claire Hanson Jocee Haun 

Chloe Heath Kayla Hernandez Lidia Hernandez Lauren Holland Quin Holland Kaleb Houle Horacio Huizar Andrianna 
Karahalios 

Cameron Kelly Anthony Kelson Kennedy Knaff Dessa Komitas Cameron Kordick Brandon Leadley Ella Martin Samuel Matura 

Gabriela 
Membreno Korinne Miars Travis Mumm Shairy Negron Brisa Nunez Isabela Rosales Brenna Rummery Maybrianna 

Schultz 

Kaley Siemer Josh Sondgeroth Wyatt Sondgeroth Madison Sproston Lea Turner Erick Vasquez Jillian Younger 

We are proud to promote 
excellence in education!

Not Pictured:
Eric Aranda

Conner Hansen
Gregoria Mendez
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Mendota 
Booster Club
“We applaud your academic success”

Membership open 
to all adults in the 

community.  
For more 

information, call 
815-539-7446.

RAMER AUTOMOTIVE 
& TOWING

4266 East 4th Rd. • Mendota

815-539-5321

Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner Specials

Banquet Facilities for up to 50 people

Route 34 East • (815) 539-5060

 6 am-10 pm Daily

1503 W. Washington St.
Mendota

815-539-7801

SETCHELL 
AGENCY LTD.

618 6TH STREET
MENDOTA, IL 61342

OFFICE: 815-539-9311
RES: 815-539-5321

www.setchellagency.com

1102 Meriden St. 
Mendota 

(815)539-9341
Jackie Near

Your Independent Agents
815-539-5651 

Across From First State Bank

“The more than 
one company 
agent.”

WWW.EUREKASAVINGS.COM

Seniors:  Karli Althaus, Eli Arjes, Edgar Arteaga, Hope Baratta, William Bentley, Kendall 

Biers, Melaina Bierwirth, Braydon Boelk, Clay Buffington, Kevin Bugarin, Yasmeen 

Camarillo, Alex Casas, Kody Chase, Anthony Childs, Riley Cocanour, Jordan Coney Jr., Abril 

Diaz, Mallary Elston, Cayden Escatel, Isabelle Escatel, Alexis Finley, David Garcia, Naitzy 

Garcia, Lilly Gehant, Zachary Giberson, Isaac Guzman, Yanely Guzman, Daniel Hanson, 

Zoe Hanson, Charles Heiting, Juana Hernandez, Katlyn Jenner, Kevin Kain, Jacob Kelley, 

Karsyn Klatt, Landon Kreiser, Julia Krueger, Abby Kunz, Makayla Lara, Neal Linden, Gregory 

Mann, Braden McPheeters, Karli Miars, Christopher Molina, Carmen Mora, Alyana Nosalik, 

Carlos Olivas, Ricky Orozco, Owen Ossman, Avery Pierce, Jose Rocha, Rafael Romero, Angela 

Sandoval, Emma Schultz, Talya Schwaegerman, Isaac Smith, Dominik Stamberger, Emily 

Stewart, Ryne Strouss, Kevin Swope, Paislee Tillman, Logan West, Madison Younglove, 

Kailey Zamora, Kathy Zamora, Garret Zinke, Gracie Zinke

Juniors:  Jace Baird, Madelyn Becker, Kamdyn Becket, Reanna Brant, Emma Clark, Alex 

Contreras, Camila Costas, Logan Dewey, Olivia Eddy, Alexa Escatel, Logan Fahr, Joshua 

Figueroa, Bria Frey, Bryan Herrera, Kiara Johnson, Aubree Jones, Ava Jones, Nellie 

Kerchner, Landon Lee, Lilly Leifheit, Perla Lopez, Bridget McGann, Izaiah Nanez, Brian 

Perez, Emma Pierce, Ana Ramirez, Roxana Ramirez, Justin Randolph, Karly Reel, Natalia 

Salinas, Luca Seibert, Dagen Setchell, Haden Shakespeare, Savanna Shamblin, Alysa Sharp, 

Jay Sims, Ryleigh Sondgeroth, Ryan Stevenson, Valerie Valdes, Bianka Valdez

Freshmen:  Maren Atherton, Alex Beetz, Keegan Beetz, Ruby Bielema, Kate Biers, John 

Biggs, Gracie Botts, Lucie Brandner, Christionah Brown, Sebastian Carlos, Janae Carr, 

Stephanie Casas, Geovana Castaneda, Litzy Celis, Johan Cortez, Airam Cuevas, Ally Denault, 

Laylie Denault, Sara Diaz, Dane Doyle, Caeleb Ensor, Corbin Furar, Payto Gagliardo, Harlan 

Gallagher, Jazlynn Gambrell, Vivian George, Sofia Gomez, Hector Gonzalez, Sienna Gonzalez, 

Anthony Guerrero, Adilene Guzman, Brody Hartt, Samara Hernandez, Alexander Holland, 

Addi Jones, Grady Jones, Brody Kaecker, Spencer Kain, Hannah Kunz, Trey Lee, Ella Lewis, 

Hannah Mann, Peri Manning, Kate Mikolasek, Amaya Morales, William Musanovic, Kooper 

Novak, Luis Nanez, Ramiro Palacios, Zoey Polk, Jessica Reel, Janelle Rodriguez, Edoardo 

Romero, Mauricio Salinas, Ariana Sanchez, Kristal Sandoval Rios, Nick Sheridan, Leah 

Stamberger, Cara Stewart, Joseph Stewart, Aden Tillman, Sydney Tolley, Carlos Toribio, 

Anna Valdes, Giselle Vallejo, Chloe Walzer, Talia White, Madison Work McLain
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LOCAL AND AREA

Your Advertising Message
Can Reach The

ENTIRE STATE OF ILLINOIS
For A Surprisingly Low Cost!

Call Us Today For Details
539-9396

700 6th Ave. 
DeWitt, Iowa • 563.659.8185

LAND FOR SALE 
BOONE COUNTY, ILCOMMUNITY MATTERS

Live Here • Buy Here • Thrive Here

Live Here • Buy Here • Thrive Here

In collaboration with 
local businesses, the 

COMMUNITY MATTERS
campaign encourages 
residents to shop locally 
& support the Mendota 

area economy.

From School 
Projects to the 
Big Game, we 
celebrate the 

events that shape 
our lives.

We’re here to share 
the stories with you, 
our friends and all of 

our readers.

RFILL

There are some peo-
ple in this world who 
are extremely reliable. 
You can count on them 
for just about anything 
and somehow, they’ll 
always come through. 
However, I’ve found that 
many people are not very 
reliable. 

Maybe you know 
someone who is a nice 
person, but if you ask 
them to do something, 
you’re just not sure if 
they’re going to follow 
through. In other words, 
they’re unreliable. 

I’ve discovered that 
feelings are a lot like 
unreliable people—we 
can’t depend on them to 

The folly of fickle feelings
be what we want or need 
them to be all the time. 
Not only that, they aren’t 
necessarily interested in 
what’s best for us. And 
they always want to have 
their way.

Feelings get us excit-
ed about going shopping 
when we really don’t 
have any money to 
spend. They entice us 
to eat cheesecake when 
we’re trying to avoid 
extra calories and lead us 
to stay up late working 
or watching TV when 
we need to get up early 
the next day. Then after 
the damage is done, we 
have to deal with the 
consequences.

Our feelings are fick-
le—they change like the 
wind. Yet it’s amazing 
how much we let them 
have their way in our 
lives. But as believ-
ers in Christ, we have 
something much better 
and more dependable 
to follow than our feel-
ings―and that’s the 
Word of God.
Conquering Confusion 

With the Truth 
When we feel strongly 

about something in our 
heart, it’s not always 
easy for us to determine 
whether or not we’re 
really in agreement with 
God (see Jeremiah 17:9). 
Thankfully, God’s Word 
doesn’t leave us lost in 
confusion.

Hebrews 4:12 says 
that the Word of God is 
“sharper than any two-
edged sword…exposing 
and judging the very 
thoughts and intentions 
of the heart” (AMP).

So, if we really want 
to rise above our feelings, 
we must let the Word of 
God be the final deciding 
factor in our decisions. 
There will be times when 
we can’t find a verse for 
the specific issue we’re 
dealing with. But we can 
always pray and ask God 
for wisdom (see James 
1:5). 

In the meantime, we 
need to trust Him, be 
patient and keep on 
praying. Remember that 
God is always available 
to help us live beyond 
our feelings and do what 
pleases Him.

Set Your Mind to 
Do What’s Right 

The first step toward 
managing our emotions 
is found in Colossians 
3:2. It says, “Set your 
mind and keep focused 
habitually on the things 
above…not on things 
that are on the earth….”

There are many things 
in this world that could 
easily affect our minds 
and emotions―and we 
need to learn how to rise 
above them all. When 
negative thoughts are 
building up and trying to 
take control of your emo-
tions, take a few minutes 
to set your mind on God 
and His Word. 

It also helps to speak 
positively about what-
ever is bothering you. 
Here are a few examples 
to give you an idea of 
what I’m talking about: 
“My family may not be 
everything I’d like them 
to be, but I am thankful I 
have a family. My house 
is not as nice as I would 
like it to be, but it’s still a 
nice place to live. I don’t 
see how I’m going to get 
through this painful sit-
uation, but Jesus is with 
me and He will help me 
overcome it!”

How to Win a 
Spiritual Tug-of-War

Sometimes we want 

to ask God to instantly 
change our circumstanc-
es when we’re struggling. 
But the truth is until we 
learn to be content in ev-
ery situation we face, we 
will continue to be tested.

Jeremiah 17:10 says, 
“I, the Lord, search and 
examine the mind, I test 
the heart, to give to each 
man according to his 
ways, according to the 
results of his deeds.”

There are a few dif-
ferent “buttons” the 
devil knows he can 
push to get an emotional 
reaction out of me, so 
I make a point to pre-
pare myself before that 
happens with the Word. 
I love Psalm 94:12-13. 
It says, “Blessed [with 
wisdom and prosperity] 
is the man whom You 
discipline and instruct, 
O Lord, and whom You 
teach from Your law, 
that You may grant him 
[power to calm himself 
and find] peace in the 
days of adversity....”

You see, the more we 
discipline ourselves to 
say no to our feelings 
and yes to the wisdom 
of God, the easier it be-
comes to defeat them in 
a spiritual tug-of-war. I 
want to encourage you 
to consistently take 
time to focus on what 

the Bible says. It will 
empower you to con-
trol those unreliable 
emotions and do what 
is best for you!

***
For more on this topic, 

order Joyce’s four-teach-
ing resource Why Do I 
Feel the Way I Feel? You 
can also contact us to re-
ceive our free magazine, 
Enjoying Everyday Life, 
by calling (800) 727-
9673 or visiting www.
joycemeyer.org. 

Joyce Meyer is a New 
York Times bestselling 
author and founder of 
Joyce Meyer Ministries, 
Inc. She has authored 
more than 140 books, 
including BATTLE-
FIELD OF THE MIND 
and LOVING PEOPLE 
WHO ARE HARD TO 
LOVE (FaithWords). 
She hosts the Enjoying 
Everyday Life radio and 
TV programs, which air 
on hundreds of stations 
worldwide. For more 
information, visit www.
joycemeyer.org.

Please note:  The 
views and opinions 
expressed throughout 
this publication and/
or website are those of 
the respective authors 
and do not necessarily 
reflect those of Joyce 
Meyer Ministries.
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The Merchants 
on this page urge 

you to attend a 
house of worship 

this week.

EUREKA SAVINGS BANK
1300 13th Ave., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5656

FIRST STATE BANK
706 Washington St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 538-2265

MENDOTA MONUMENT CO.
606 Main St, Mendota, Ill. 

Phone (815) 539-7276

MERRITT FUNERAL HOME
800 Monroe St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-7211

SPORTS-N-STUFF, INC.
804 Washington, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-6354

STEPHENITCH  DO IT BEST HARDWARE 
1204 13th Ave., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-9394

TRIPLE SERVICE, INC.
801 Monroe, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-3828

WASMER FUNERAL HOME
2112 W. Main St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-8500

ZIGGIE’S RESTAURANT
Rte. 34 East, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5060

MENDOTA
 ROMAN CATHOLIC MASS

Rev. Peter A. Pilon,  Pastor
Ray Fischer,  Jose Lopez,  

and Hector Diaz,  Deacons

HOLY CROSS, MENDOTA
Weekday Mass 
Weekend Mass 

Confession 

STS. PETER AND PAUL, 
PETERSTOWN

Weekend Mass  
Confession 

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST  CHURCH

100 E. Sixth St.
(815) 538-5587

Rev. Mary Bohall, Pastor
SUNDAY SCHEDULE:

9 a.m. Sunday School & Fellowship
9:30 a.m. Worship  

In-person & on Facebook at: 
Mendota First United

Methodist Church  

Jan. 22 - 9 a.m. Sunday School; 
9:30 a.m. Worship

Jan. 24 - 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Prayer walking; 
6:30 p.m. Worship team

Jan. 25 - 10 a.m. Pastor Mary leads 
Stonecroft worship; Newsletter deadline

ZION UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

 808 Jefferson St. 

Pastor Jeff Brace
jbrace8459@gmail.com

Church office  (815) 538-2186
    

Facebook: Mendota Zion United 
Methodist Church      

 SUNDAY SCHEDULE:
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.

 Sunday School for Preschool - 6th grade 
in fellowship hall during worship service

(Parking lot worship available on 90.9 FM 
during Sunday services) 

TUESDAY - Prayer group 6 p.m.
FRIDAY - Youth group 6 p.m.

UNITED PENTECOSTAL 
CHURCH

Route 251 North         
(815) 539-6861

Rev. Charles Yeakel, Pastor
E-mail: mendotaupc@yahoo.com

www.mendotaupc.org
 SUNDAY: Christian Education 

Sunday Worship

WEDNESDAY

VICTORY  BAPTIST  
CHURCH

“Faithful & Effective”
505 W. 7th Ave. 
(815) 539-9081

 Pastor Steve Breedlove
SUNDAY

Sunday school  
Worship 

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Service

NEW COVENANT 
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Rt. 251 at Lake Mendota  

P.O. Box  54
Phone  (815) 539-7107 (church)   

 (815) 871-5702 (pastor)

Larry Sheaves, Pastor
www.newcovenantmendota.org

www.facebook.com/NCAOG

“Preaching the blood, book and 
blessed hope.”
Sunday School

Worship 

MENDOTA BIBLE 
CHURCH

Rt. 251,  1/2 mile south of 
Mendota 

(815) 538-6876

Brian Kelly, Pastor
www.mendotabiblechurch.org

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
Sunday School  

Worship  
Evening Service  

 
ST.  JOHN’S  LUTHERAN  

CHURCH
607 Tenth Ave. 
(815) 539-5626

Rev. Ken Gibson, Pastor
E-mail: office@stjohnsmendota.org 

Website: 
www.stjohnsmendota.org

Schedule:
9 a.m. Sunday Worship in person 

and online via Facebook and Zoom
Find us on Facebook

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH
1003 5th St.

(815) 538-5603

Website: fpcmendota.com
Accessible      

Sunday Worship 10 a.m. 

Jan. 19 - 6:30 p.m. Webelos
Jan. 22 - 10 a.m. Worship; 

11 a.m. Fellowship
Jan. 24 - Newsletter deadline

 
Facebook page 

www.facebook.com/fpcmendota 
Wednesday Evening Gathering:

Live Zoom at 7 p.m. 
https://us02web.zoom.

us/j/86402369150
To call in for audio only, dial 
(312) 626-6799 - use meeting 

ID: 864 0236 9150 
No passwords required; links & 
phone numbers stay the same.

CHRIST’S CHURCH
“He is the Head of the Body, the 
Church . . . That in everything He 

might have the supremacy.” Col. 1:18

1107 Main St. 
(815) 993-2462

          

Dave Manion      Jim McDowell
Wayne Shuman

Please join us for . . .  
Sunday Bible Study (all ages) 9:30 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Church Builders 12:30 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer 6 p.m.
Men’s Ministry

Ladies & Mens Bible Study 
Thursday 6 p.m. 

Non-denominational
Please call for more information

COMPTON
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH
398 Church Road, Compton   

Pastor Jeffrey Schlesinger
(815) 539-6567       

Wheelchair accessible    

Website: www.ilccompton.org
E-mail: immanuellutheran 

compton@live.com 
“Living in God’s Grace as a 

Neighbor to the World”

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE  
8:30 a.m. Worship at Immanuel

(Sunday School begins Dec. 4, 9:30)
10:30 a.m. Worship at First

Jan. 20 - 9:30 a.m. Bible study
Jan. 22 - 9:40 a.m.  Annual meeting 

at Immanuel
Jan. 25 - 7 p.m. Confirmation class

Online “devotional service” videos continue 
every Sunday at 

facebook.com/ilccompton and 
YouTube. Check our website and Facebook 

page for more information.

ZION EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

LaMoille (Clarion)
4 miles west of Mendota on Rt. 34     

Pastor Ian Griffith
(815) 539-7820

Sunday  Worship 9 a.m.
Sunday  School 10:15 a.m.

Accessible

COMMUNITY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

La Moille           
(815) 638-2348

Pastor David Jungnickel
E-mail: lamoillecumc@gmail.com 

  
SUNDAY WORSHIP 
SUNDAY SCHOOL   

Nursery available

TROY GROVE
FAITH BIBLE 
FELLOWSHIP
208 W. South St.,  

Troy Grove 
Pastor Brian Hamiel  

Website:  www.faithbiblefellowship.info
E-mail:  fbfchurch20817@gmail.com 

“At Faith Bible Fellowship, we exist 
to glorify God through the equipping 
of His saints, teaching of His Word 

and raising of His name.
We would love to have you join us 

to worship and learn about 
our risen Savior.”

SUNDAY SCHOOL - 9 a.m. 
SUNDAY SERVICE - 10 a.m.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT - 6:30 p.m. 

LA MOILLE

(c) 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.

BIBLE TRIVIA  by Wilson Casey

NOTE: Please contact your 
individual church regarding 
online services or for other 
church-related information.

If I Can
By William Arthur Ward

If I can write one verse of truth today
Or give my fellow man a song to sing;
If I can push one needless cloud away

And help men live as children 
of the King:

If I can lend someone a helping hand
Or warm a place where friendship 

needs to be;
If I can build a bridge where 

fences stand
And light a lamp that other men 

might see;
If I can open doors of hope this day

By letting someone know that 
others care;

If I can speak in words that seem
 to say:

I know the heavy burdens that 
you bear.

If I can guide a pilgrim on his way
Or pause to bid him stay for food 

and rest;
If I can do these, Father, this I pray:

“O let me do them with my very best.”

1. Is the book of Joshua (KJV) in 
the Old or New Testament or 
neither?
2. From John 3, who asked “How 
can a man be born who is old”? 
Stephen, Nicodemus, Paul, 
Thomas
3. What notoriously wicked 
woman married King Ahab? 
Candace, Shiprah, Adah, Jezebel
4. From Esther 5, who was the 
wife of Haman of Persia? Naaman, 
Zeresh, Not named, Delilah
5. Where were Adam and Eve 
married? Heaven, Haran, Midian, 
Eden
6. Who wrote the most of the 
Psalms? Solomon, Moses, David, 
Micah
ANSWERS: 1) Old, 2) Nicodemus, 
3) Jezebel, 4) Zeresh, 5) Eden, 6) 
David
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all dwellings adver-
tised are available on 
an equal opportunity 
basis.

501  501  
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

ROCHELLE. Two Units 
for Rent. Available 
February 1st. All Utili-
ties Included. One Bed 
and One Bath on First 
Floor. Two Bed and 
One Bath on Second 
Floor. Call 815-762-
6440 or Email rent-
a ls464@gmai l .com. 
(01-18-23)

505  505  
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
PROPERTY FOR PROPERTY FOR 
RENTRENT

Office Spaces for Rent. 
1054 Lincoln Hwy.,  
Rochelle. Call 630-
544-9673 (02-01-23)

Classified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

MENDOTA • EARLVILLE • LAMOILLE • TRIUMPH • TROY GROVE • SUBLETTE • COMPTON • WEST BROOKLYN • PAW PAW•LELAND•OHIO

INFORMATION
Office Hours:  
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Monday-
Friday)
Phone: 
815-539-9396
Fax: 
815-539-7862
Email: 
jgriffith@mendotareporter.
com
Address:
 703 Illinois Ave., Mendota
Mail: 
P.O. Box 300
Mendota IL 61342-0300

DEADLINES:
• Mondays at 10 a.m. to 
start in Wednesday Mendota 
Reporter
• Thursdays at 5 p.m. to start 
in Monday Money Saver

All classified marketplace 
line ads will appear in 
the following 7 print 
publications and on 5 high-
traffic newspaper websites:
• Rochelle News-Leader • 
Ogle County Life • Rochelle 
Shopping News • Ashton 
Gazette • Amboy News 
• Mendota Reporter • 
Mendota Money Saver

Call for pricing that starts 
at $32.99 for private 
party ads and $44.60 for 
commercial business ads 
and $15.99 for garage 
sale ads.

DISCLAIMER:
If your advertisement 
appears incorrectly, notify 
us immediately. We will not 
be responsible for more than 
one incorrect insertion, and 
will only credit customer for 
one insertion.

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF 

THIRTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

LA SALLE COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS

IN THE ESTATE OF  
)
)
REBECCA M. KENNY,
Deceased.
No.  2022-PR-217
)
)

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the 
death of Rebecca M. 
Kenny of Mendota, 
Illinois.  Letters of Of-
fice were issued on 
December 16, 2022 to 
Russell Kenny, of 4705 
E. First  Rd, Mendota, 
IL 61342, whose attor-
ney is Guilfoyle & Ste-
venson, LLP, 1316 Me-
riden Street, Mendota, 
IL 61342.
Claims against the es-
tate may be filed in the 
Office of the Circuit 
Clerk, Probate Divi-
sion, LaSalle County 
Courthouse, Ottawa, 
IL 61350, or with the 
representative, or both, 
on or before July 7, 
2023.  If a claim notice 
is mailed or delivered 
personally to a cred-
itor of the decedent, 
the creditor’s claim 
may be filed on or be-
fore the date stated in 
the notice, if later than 
the date shown above.  
Any claim not filed 
within the time allowed 
is barred.
Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to 
the Representative and 
to the Attorney within 
ten days after it has 
been filed.
No. 0101
(Jan. 4, 11 and 18, 
2023)

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 
THIRTEENTH 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
LASALLE COUNTY, 

OTTAWA, IL
PROBATE DIVISION

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF 
)
)  
KAINE MICHAEL 
JAMES PIZANO,  
)
DECEASED.     
) NO. 2022-PR-000228

CLAIM NOTICE 
Notice is given to cred-
itors of the death of 
Kaine Michael James 
Pizano-Olson, of Men-
dota, Illinois. Letters of 
Office were issued on 
December 28, 2022, 
to Michael J. Pizano, 
of Mendota, IL, as IN-
DEPENDENT ADMIN-
ISTRATOR, whose 
Attorneys of record 
are SCHWEICKERT 
GANASSIN KRZAK 
RUNDIO, LLP, 2101 
MARQUETTE ROAD, 
PERU, IL 61354.
Claims against the es-
tate may be e-filed in 
the Office of the Circuit 
Clerk, Probate Divi-
sion, Downtown Coun-
ty Courthouse, 119 W. 
Madison Street, Otta-
wa, IL 61350, or with 
the Representative, or 
both, within 6 months 
from the date of the 
first publication of this 
Notice. If the claim 
notice is personally 
mailed or delivered to 
a creditor of the above 
estate, the claim must 
be filed in the above 
entitled cause within 3 
months from the date 
of mailing or delivery, 
whichever is later. Any 
claims not filed within 
the above periods are 
barred. 
E-filing is now manda-
tory for documents in 
civil cases with limited 
exceptions. To e-file, 
you must first create an 
account with an e-filing 
service provider. Vis-
it https://efile.illinois-
corts.gov/service-pro-
viders.htm to learn 
more and to select a 
service provider. If you 
need additional help 
or have trouble e-fil-
ing, visit https://www.

illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/
gethelp.asp. 
Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to 
the Representative and 
to the Attorney with-
in 10 days after it has 
been filed. 
The estate will be ad-
ministered without 
court supervision, 
unless under Section 
5/28-4 of the Probate 
Act (Ill. Compiled Stat. 
1992, Ch. 758, par. 
5/28-4) any interest-
ed person terminates 
independent adminis-
tration at any time by 
mailing or delivering a 
petition to terminate to 
the Circuit Clerk. 
Dated: December 28, 
2022
Greg Vaccaro
LaSalle County Circuit 
Clerk
Ottawa, IL 61350
No. 0102
(Jan. 11, 18 and 25, 
2023)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby 
given that on January 
6, 2023 a certificate 
was filed in the Office 
of the County Clerk of 
LaSalle County, Illi-
nois, setting forth the 
names and post-office 
addresses of all per-
sons owning, conduct-
ing and transacting 
the business known 
as 3 Graces Farm Art 
located at 1416 E. US 
Highway 6, Ottawa,  IL. 
61350.
Dated: January 6, 
2023. Natalie A. Zel-
man Applicant.
No. 0105
(Jan. 11, 18 and 25, 
2023)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby 
given that on January 
6, 2023, a certificate 
was filed in the Office 
of the County Clerk of 
LaSalle County, Illinois, 
setting forth the names 
and post office ad-
dress of all of the per-
sons owning, conduct-
ing and transacting the 
business known as: 
Fibrenew Heritage Cor-
ridor located at 2216 
Spencer Place, Otta-
wa, IL 61350.
Dated January 6, 2023
Darrell & Denise Flem-
ing Applicants
No. 0106
(Jan. 11, 18 and 25, 
2023)

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF 

THIRTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

LA SALLE COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS

ESTATE OF
)
)
Marian C.  Crane,
)
)
Deceased  
)
Case No. 2023-PR-4

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the 
death of Marian C. 
Crane of Mendota, 
Illinois.  Letters of Of-
fice as Independent 
Administrator were 
issued on January 6, 
2023 to  Alan L. Crane 
of 1411 Rolling Green 
Drive, Mendota, IL 
61342 whose attorney 
is Guilfoyle & Steven-
son, LLP, 1316 Mer-
iden Street, Mendota, 
IL 61342.
Claims against the es-
tate may be filed in the 
Office of the Circuit 
Clerk, Probate Divi-
sion, LaSalle County 
Courthouse, Ottawa, 
IL 61350, or with the 
representative, or both, 
on or before July 20, 
2023  If a claim notice 
is mailed or delivered 
personally to a cred-
itor of the decedent, 
the creditor’s claim 
may be filed on or be-
fore the date stated in 
the notice, if later than 
the date shown above.  
Any claim not filed 
within the time allowed 
is barred.
Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to 
the Representative and 
to the Attorney within 

601 601 
VEHICLES FOR SALEVEHICLES FOR SALE

203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

Full Time Inside and  
Outside Account Manager

 
The Mendota Reporter and Amboy News 

 newspaper, both weekly publications serving friendly 
and close-knit communities in northern Illinois,  

has an immediate opening:
• Full-time Inside and Outside Account Manager
Are you a dynamic sales rep interested in helping 

local businesses? If so, we’d love to have you join our 
sales team! 

We need someone who truly appreciates the con-
nection between marketing and sales, someone who 
genuinely gets excited with each and every sale - big 
or small. This person also must be comfortable call-
ing on outside markets. We do not cap commissions, 
so earning potential is unlimited as you grow your 
client base! We also provide monthly auto allowances 
for work-related expenses.

Preferred Qualifications:
• Experience in an advertising or marketing role
• Basic understanding of digital advertising, media 

and social channels
• Detail oriented, with an eye for design and copy 

writing
• Adaptable and self-motivated in learning new 

software and processes
• Expertise in Microsoft Office Suite with emphasis 

on Excel
To be successful in this role, the ideal candidate will 

be detail-oriented, deadline-driven, and demonstrate 
accurate information management.

We offer a competitive salary commiserate with 
experience, a pleasant working environment, paid 
vacation, paid sick time, excellent medical benefits 
and a 401K investment plan.

Qualified applicants willing to become immersed in the 
both the Amboy and Mendota community, should email their 

resumes and any clips to Tonja Greenfield, Publisher,  
at tgreenfield@mendotareporter.com or  

mail them to P.O. Box 300, Mendota, IL 61342.

Great Opportunities 
at Community  
Newspapers

ten days after it has 
been filed.
No. 0109
(Jan. 18, 25 and Feb. 
1, 2023)

101  101  
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to thor-
oughly investigate all 
ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105  105  
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to thor-
oughly investigate all 
ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

BE YOUR OWN BOSS! 
Health & Wellness In-
dustry. No experience 
necessary. Flexible 

Hours. Start Your Fu-
ture Today! Call Now! 
Rick 630-965-1470. 
(01-25-23)

113  113  
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Of-
fers Companies that 
do business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119  119  
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to thor-
oughly investigate all 
ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

127  127  
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

Furman’s Lawn Care 
and Tree Work. Fall 
clean up, gutters and 
more. Fully insured. In 
business since 1999. 
Rochelle and sur-
rounding areas. Call 
Jeremy Furman at 815-
761-9619. Please leave 
a message, will return 
call ASAP.

201  201  
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspa-
per strongly urges any 

Mendota High School is seeking a 
Sophomore Baseball Coach for the 

2023 Spring Season.  
The season starts on Feb. 27th and 

will end in mid-May.   
Previous coaching experience is 

not required but preferred.  
If you are interested please 

contact Steve Hanson via email at 
shanson@mendotahs.org  

or call Mendota High School,  
815-539-7446.

Looking for Class 
A CDL FULL-

TIME and PART-
TIME TRUCK 

DRIVER to haul 
farm commodities.

Call Roger 
Jameson at  

815-252-8576.
04222020

Full Time Mechanic  
needed in Ohio, IL

Diesel Mechanic knowledge is 
preferred but will train

Flexible hours during the week 
but need to work Saturdays.

Competitive pay and insurance 
benefits. For more information 

call 815-376-2792.

parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child 
in its care.

301  301  
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and 
Wood Signs, Milk Bot-
tles & Local Advertis-
ing, Oak Icebox, Iron 
Door Stop and Antique 
Lighting… Call Dick 
Harms at 815-562-
2928 or email dick-
harms@hotmail.com

ANTIQUES WANTED: I 
pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling sil-
ver, decoys. If it’s an-
tique, I’m interested in 
looking! Call 815-562-
2928 or email dick-
harms@hotmail.com

307  307  
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

Brand new, still in box 
glass top coffee table 
and 2 end tabes. $150 
cash only. 815-761-
6576.

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Avail-
able Monday-Friday 
815-562-4171 (8AM-
NOON ONLY) Rochelle 
News Leader.  

SPLIT firewood for 
sale. Contact 779-251-
0254. (02-13-23)

405  405  
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE ad-
vertised herein is sub-
ject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which 
makes it illegal to ad-
vertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimi-
nation based on race, 
color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial sta-
tus, or national origin, 
or intention to make 
any such preferences, 
limitation or discrimina-
tion. We will not know-
ingly accept any ad-
vertising for real estate 
which is in violation of 
the law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 

MENDOTA STORAGE UNITS
210 N 4099th Rd., Mendota, Il. 61342

Available:
30 X 40  1 left  $ 320.00
10 X 10  2 left  $ 100.00

CALL 07
25
20
22

ADAM   815-830-4422 
Janko Realty 

 

TRACY   815-791-4582 
Advantage Property Mgmt      

Reserve online at www.apm4rent.com

Mendota
MULTIPLE 

Garages for Rent
815-539-3747

APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT: 
MENDOTA 

1 & 2 Bedrooms, 
Appliances, A/C. 
779-201-0532
815-498-2262.

515 515 
GARAGES FOR RENTGARAGES FOR RENT

511 511 
STORAGE UNITSSTORAGE UNITS

Ally Financing and 
GMF Financing or Leasing

* Plus Tax, title and license. Rebates applied. 
Subject to credit approval.

HIGHWAY 52 
SUBLETTE, IL 

www.vaessenbrothers.com

(815) 849-5232
1-800-227-5203

QUALITY USED CARS, TRUCKS, SUV’S & VANS

2021 Chevy 3500 Crew Cab, LTZ, Duramax 
Diesel, Z71, 4x4, 81K Miles, Black............$59,900
2021 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab, Long Box, 
LT, 4x4, 96K Miles, Red.................$37,900
2019 Chevy 1500 Dbl Cab RST, 4WD, 
Z71, Gray.......................................$32,900

2019 Cadillac XT4 FWD, 60k Miles,  
Red .............................................. $29,000
2018 Chevy 1500  Crew Cab, LT, Z71, 
4X4, 120k Miles, Red .................. $26,900

2019 Chevy 3500 Crew Cab LTZ, Diesel, 
4x4, Z71, 66K Miles, Blue ........... $58,900
2019 Chevy 1500 High Country Crew 
Cab, 24k Miles, Black ................. $52,900
2018 Chevy K-1500 Crew, 4x4 High Country, 
Loaded, 67K Miles, Black...................$41,900

2018 Chevy Equinox AWD Premier, 74K  
miles, 1-owner, Loaded, Black ..$25,900 
2018 Chevy Equinox FWD Premier, 47K 
Miles, Tan ..................................$24,900

2019 Chevy 3500 Crew Cab LTZ 4x4 Z71, Blue, GM Certified, 1-owner, 
Duramax Diesel, Leather, Heated/Cooled Seats and More! 

2019 Chevy 3500 Crew Cab  
LTZ 4x4 Z71

$58,900
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BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

SENIOR LIVING

Senior Living Redefined
1700 Burlington St.

Mendota, IL

815-538-5300

CARPENTRY

• New Homes
• Remodeling
• Kitchens
• Baths
• Additions
• Garages
• Drywall
• Ceramic Tile

(815) 539-7867 Dial “KEY-STOP”
License #104005528

REAL ESTATE

LLC

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI
Managing Broker

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI

Designated Managing Broker

MOVERS

Meyers will 
move for you!
Quick, clean, courteous 

and careful...
Give us a call to move your 

household!

HWY 251 S. • MENDOTA 
 815-539-6263

INSURANCE COMPANY

Mendota’s ONLY insurance company! 
www.MendotaMutual.com

POST FRAME BUILDINGS

N L Morton Buildings, Ltd.
Mendota, IL 61342

Jim Stremlau
Commercial- Ag- Residential
New Construction & Repair

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

1300 13th Ave. • Mendota, IL 61342
(815) 539-5656 • www.eurekasavings.com

For all your home
loan needs, see
Jesse Arellano
NMLS #1815886

INSURANCE

Mendota • Earlville
815-539-5651

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

Chris Holdenrid
VP, Mortgage Lending

NMLS#461073

Cory Biers
Sr. Vice President

NMLS#477892

706 Washington St. and 1403 13th Ave., Mendota 
815.539.3834

firststatebank.biz

LEAKPROOF ROOFING

GUARANTEED LEAKPROOF ROOFING

Industrial • Commercial • Residential
For low pitched flat roofs
Featuring Duro-Last®

705 Illinois Ave. • 815-539-5142
License #104005528

www.northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com

GROCERY STORE

Open 6am-10pm • 7 days a week

AUTO REPAIR

COMPLETE 
AUTO REPAIR 

SPECIALIZING IN: 
Auto Transmission & 
Computer Diagnostics

307 Plaza Dr. • 815-538-2412

PLUMBING • HEATING • COOLING • ELECTRIC

IL Lic. #055-041123

PLUMBING HEATING COOLING ELECTRIC
INDOOR AIR QUALITY WATER CONDITIONING

DUCT CLEANING + SEALING
24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICES

TRIPLESERVICEINC.COM 815-539-3828
SM-LA1817740

Gabe and Michelle Wade
3rd Generation owners

LANDSCAPING

Garden Center & Custom 
Landscape Design

417 US-34 • Mendota (815)538-4800

Mon-Sat 9-4  
Closed Sunday

Garden Center & Custom 
Landscape Design

417 US-34 • Mendota 
(815)538-4800

 

By Appointment 
Only

AUTO SALES

JP
Carole Eich
Sales & Leasing Consultant

JP Chevrolet
Nissan - Mercedes-Benz

3675 Frontage Rd.
Peru, IL 61354

815-223-7000 • Fax: 815-224-4288 • www.jpchevy.com

BANKING • LOANS • MORTGAGES

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR

205 W. Main St. | Sublette, IL | 815-849-5225
mainstreetrepair16@yahoo.com

SALES & SERVICE | SNOWBLOWER REPAIR

815-884-9040
Earlville, Illinois

Authorized Generac 
Dealer and Services

ELECTRIC

• Agricultural
• Commercial
• Residential

Greg Mathesius

FUNERAL HOME

2112 W. Main St.
Mendota

815-539-8500

TRANSPORTATION

1901 Tom Merwin Drive, Mendota, IL
815-539-7700 • mendotaseniors1978@yahoo.com

Mendota 
Area Senior 

Services
Programs & Services:

• Transportation Services
• Caregiver Support & Services
• Options Counseling
• Lending Closet
• Senior Health Insurance 

Program

• Educational Opportunities 
(Computer Lab & Resource 
Center)

• Advocacy
• Information & Assistance
• Congregate Meal Site
• Senior Center

TREE SERVICE

AUTO DETAILING

HC Detailing
HAND WASH • FULL DETAIL 

CERAMIC COATING

Mon-Fri: 8:30am-5:30pm • Sat: 9am - 2pm

1204 6th Ave. Rt. 34 • Mendota, IL

(815) 252-9518 • (815) 539-9575

INSURANCE

Heiting Insurance Agency
Serving the Mendota &

surrounding area for 25+ years!

Auto/Home/Business/Farm

Dick Heiting • Suzanne Heiting

1409 E.
Main

Mendota(815)539-9265

HOME SERVICES

Quality First Inspections, LLC
QFINOW.COM

Mark F Stelmack
Owner/Licensed Home Inspector

Mark.Stelmack@qfinow.com

Facebook - Quality First Inspections
Instagram - Quality First InspectionsPhone

815-503-1696

MOVING

815-993-8673
Junk Removal

Estate Cleanouts
Furniture & Appliance Removal

Garage & Basement Cleanout
Light Demolition

& More

HighsmithHaulAway.com

FREE ESTIMATES!

MENTION THIS AD AND GET 10% OFF!

HEATING/COOLING • PLUMBING PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

Kirch Property Management and Sales currently 
has 1, 2, 3 BEDROOM and studio units  

available for rent in MENDOTA. 
Units also available in SHABBONA, PLANO, 

SANDWICH and OTTAWA.   
Please check out our available rentals and 

applications online at kirchpropertymanagement.
com or call our office at 630-897-5800.
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REAL ESTATE SHOWCASE

www.tcrealtysales.net
Evening Phone Numbers

Becky McPheeters, Designated Managing Broker 
708-220-3338

Rita Lilja 
815-539-9255

Jami Bauer, Broker 
815-993-7751

Lori Munson, Broker 
815-228-4852

Joe McConville, Designated Managing Broker

612 S. Main St., Mendota • 815-539-5673
E-mail: office@mcconvillerealty.com 

mcconvillerealtymendota@gmail.com
Website: www.mcconvillerealty.com

Call one of our Agents to set up your private showing.
Joe McConville, Designated Managing Broker 

815-910-5673 
Marty McConville, Broker 

815-200-2233
Richard McConville, 

Broker 815-539-5673
Sharon Kimrey, Broker 

815-343-3600 
Melody Nanzer, Broker 

815-228-2842

Helping 
people 

find homes 
since 1983. 

PHONE (815) 539-3811
1316 Lakewood Plaza 

Rte. 251 N. • Mendota
Gloria Cogdal, Designated Managing Broker

Sally Corrigan, Broker - 815-830-8101

Helping people find homes since 1983.

607 Sixth St., 
Mendota

(815) 539-6635

Rebecca McPheeters, Designated Managing Broker

What’s 
on your 
dream home

THINKING ABOUT SELLING YOUR 
HOME? CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE 
COMPARATIVE MARKET ANALYSIS!

Contact one of the 
Realtors featured on this 

page to help you find the home of

YOUR DREAMS!

Wish  
  List ?

No matter the temperature...
WE STILL SHOW and SELL HOMES!  

Call us TODAY for a FREE Comparative Market Analysis!

PENDING PENDING PENDING

DON’T WAIT TO BUY LAND... 
BUY LAND AND WAIT!

Build your DREAM HOME on 
this beautiful 2.77 Acre double 

Lot. Beautiful Sunrise and 
Sunsets await! 

Close to the MENDOTA GOLF 
COURSE~Mendota School 
District. Lots may be sold 

separately.

FEATURE
 HOME

507 11th Ave., Mendota $73,000
MLS#11675674

Looking for a fixer upper. Here is a 4 bedroom 
home with lots of character and potential. 
Living room, dining room and den on first 
floor. 4 bedrooms up. Front and back interior 
staircases. Large wrap around front porch. 4 
car garage on alley. Call for an appointment.  
McConville Realty at 815 539-5673.

629 1st Ave., Ottawa $125,000
MLS#11674514

Very clean. Move right in. Nothing to do. 
All freshly painted. This 2 bedroom ranch 
with a nice large yard in a well established 
neighborhood. Newer electric, plumbing and 
roof. All newer windows. Open concept. Just 
a great home. Call McConville Realty for a 
showing.

509 W. Winthrop St., Earlville $69,000
MLS #11682529   

2 bedroom home.  Selling AS IS.  Home is 
considered 1 1/2 story but there is only living 
space on the first floor.  Nice lot and 2 car 
garage.  Call for an appointment.

520 Grant St., Earlville $209,900
Beautiful 2 story home with 4 bedrooms, full bath on 
2nd level and 1/2 bath on main with a full basement.  
Natural woodwork with a fabulous open staircase, 
hardwood floors and gas fireplace, could be wood.  
Kitchen has new cabinets and custom countertops.  
Insulated 2 car garage.  Home is in process of being 
painted inside. Home is in a lovely well established 
neighborhood with lots of trees. Water heater just 
installed recently and roof put on Nov 2021. Call for all 
the amenities. Restaurants, shopping, and the train! 
Let’s take a look! 

3 BUILDING 
LOTS

MENDOTA city limits 

TROY GROVE city limits

COUNTRY subdivision

Can’t find it?? BUILD IT!!!

Homestead Realty
1316 Lakewood Plaza, Rte 251 N., Mendota

 815-539-3811

1204 Washington, Mendota
3-4 BDR, updated kitchen and bath, 3 car 

garage, dining room, living room with bay 
window! Vintage house lovers this is it!!
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