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BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — On 
Friday, a ribbon cutting 
was held for Essential 
Infusions Plus for its new 
location at 604 N. Main St. 
in Rochelle. The wellness 
business offers services 
including men’s hormone 
therapy, medically-man-
aged weight loss, anti-ag-
ing peptides, regenerative 
joint therapy, vitamin IV 
infusions and injections 
and botox.  

The event Friday saw 
Essential Infusions Plus 
welcomed by represen-
tatives from the City of 
Rochelle and Rochelle 
Chamber of Commerce. 
The business’s owner, 
Angie McGough, is a local 
nurse practitioner and said 
she saw the benefits of infu-
sions during the COVID-19 
pandemic.

“We’re happy to be 
here,” McGough said. “I 
was born and raised in 
Rochelle a block away from 
here. We’re just really excit-
ed to be able to bring alter-
native health and wellness 
to the community and offer 
something that you can’t 
typically get anywhere. We 
want to keep people out 
of the hospital and away 
from my other job. I saw 
the success and a lot of 
benefits of infusions. Ini-

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The 
Rochelle Fire Department 
saw a record number of 
total calls during the 2022 
calendar year, RFD Chief 
Dave Sawlsville said Jan. 
25.

Rochelle Fire went on 
3,148 total emergency calls 
in 2022 including 2,733 
ambulance calls and 415 
fire calls. Both of those 
metrics increased from 
2021, with 2,207 EMS 
calls and 316 fire calls seen 
that year. Sawlsville said 
EMS numbers have gone 
up each year locally and 
nationally over the last 20 
years while fire calls usual-
ly stay the same or increase 
slightly year over year.

The Rochelle Fire Chief 
called those numbers “a 
little concerning” to see 
and said the year caused 
more wear and tear on 
firefighter/EMTs. 

See FIRE page 8

Ceremony held for Essential Infusions Plus
‘I pray we’re a blessing to this community’

On Friday, a ribbon cutting was held for Essential Infusions Plus for its new 
location at 604 N. Main St. in Rochelle.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

tially during COVID-19, it 
was people turning around 
and not even going into the 
hospital when they were 
really ill with COVID-19. 
I’ve added a lot of things 
and I keep learning every 
day. I pray we’re a blessing 
to this community.”

Chamber Executive 
Director Tricia Herrera 
spoke at the event and said 
Essential Infusions Plus has 
been part of the chamber 
for about a year and has 
participated in its events. 

“We want to welcome 
you guys,” Herrera said. 
“We’re very excited. We’re 
glad you have found your 
forever home. Congratu-

lations. You guys provide 
a very unique service and 
we’re very excited about 
that and the fact that you’re 
local girls is also very ex-
citing to me. Thank you for 
your support of the chamber 
and for being involved in 
several of our events in 
the past year and always 
adding something. We’re 
very encouraged by that.”

Mayor John Bearrows 
welcomed Essential In-
fusions Plus on behalf of 
the City of Rochelle. The 
mayor spoke about part-
nership in the community 
and said that he sees the city 
and chamber’s relationship 
with local businesses as a 

triangle. 
“A business is one side, 

and then you need two 
more sides,” Bearrows 
said. “Those would be the 
chamber and the city. No 
matter what happens and 
whichever way you turn 
that triangle, you still have 
a triangle. You now have 
partners for your business 
in this community. This 
became very apparent 
through the pandemic of 
how the chamber and the 
city collectively helped 
our businesses without 
losing businesses through 
COVID-19. On behalf 
of the City of Rochelle, 
welcome.”

Rochelle Fire 
sees record 
calls in 2022

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Jim 
Boulton hasn’t missed a 
Rochelle Hubs wrestling 
match since he moved to 
town in 2009. 

Hubs wrestling’s resi-
dent super fan attends both 
home and away matches 
and has been witness this 
year to Rochelle’s record 
28-1 season. To celebrate 
it, Boulton has a shirt that 
he wears to every match 
that is adorned with col-
ored pins for each victory 
and a black pin for the 
team’s one loss. 

“I was at an Illinois 
Kids Wrestling Federa-
tion (IKWF) event years 
ago and saw a kid with 
all these safety pins down 
his shirt sleeves,” Boulton 
said. “He told me they 
were for all the matches 
he’s won. I came up with 
this idea on my Hubs 
wrestling shirt.”

Boulton is originally 
from Iowa, a state known 
for its high school and col-
lege wrestling tradition. 

“Their college wres-
tling teams are great,” 

Boulton said. “I got into 
it when I still lived there. 
I lived out of the country 
from 2000-2009. When 
I moved here, I renewed 
my interest in wrestling 
again.”

Along with high school 
events, Boulton also at-
tends wrestling matches at 
Rochelle Middle School 
and Northern Illinois 
University (as long as they 
don’t conflict with the 
high school’s schedule). 
He also specates at local 
youth wrestling events, 
and he’s seen those wres-
tlers grow up and make 
it to the varsity team at 
Rochelle Township High 
School. 

“I got interested in it 
here when some of these 
current high school wres-
tlers were a lot younger 
in IKWF and I followed 
these kids,” Boulton said. 
“I wanted to live long 
enough to see them wrestle 
in high school and now I 
have and the team is great. 
It’s been heartwarming to 
see how they’ve wrestled 
this year.”

See BOULTON pg 2

Boulton enjoying time as Hub wrestling superfan
Rochelle resident: ‘I think I’ve been to every match since [2009]’

90-year-old Rochelle resident Jim Boulton hasn’t missed a Rochelle Hub wrestling 
match since he moved to town in 2009. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
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BY JEFF HELFRICH

MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The 

City of Rochelle’s plans 

for 2023 include looking 

at the future of the vacant 

Hickory Grove site, mak-

ing upgrades to electric 

infrastructure, completing 

its Rochelle Intermodal 

Transload Facility, a Well 

8 rehabilitation project 

and hiring new police 

officers.
Rochelle City Manager 

Jeff Fiegenschuh spoke 

with the News-Leader on 

Dec. 21 about what resi-

dents can expect from the 

new year.
After demolition of the 

Hickory Grove facility 

at 1127 N. 7th St. was 

completed in early 2022, 

Fiegenschuh said conver-

sations will be had among 

city leadership in winter or 

early spring of 2023 on the 

site’s future and a potential 

development. 

“I plan to go back to the 

city council sometime this 

winter or early spring and 

see where they want to go 

with Hickory Grove and if 

we want to do something 

different or hire a broker,” 

Fiegenschuh said. “We’re 

BY JEFF HELFRICH

MANAGING EDITOR

CRESTON — At its 

monthly meeting Tuesday, 

the Creston Village Board 

unanimously approved 

an insurance proposal for 

the year in the amount of 

$12,993.
Adam Heal of Query In-

surance presented the board 

its new premium and said 

last year it was $11,828. The 

village did see a rate reduc-

tion, but saw the additions 

of $300,000 in additional 

property coverage and a 

new pickup truck. 

“We like to make a 

property evaluation every 

couple of years and make 

sure the property values 

are in line with keeping up 

with inflation and things 

like that,” Heal said. 

See BOARD page 5

BY JEFF HELFRICH

MANAGING EDITOR

OGLE COUNTY — 

Ogle County State’s At-

torney Mike Rock and 

Ogle County Sheriff Brian 

VanVickle announced in a 

press release Dec. 29 that 

Ogle County will not be 

subject to the SAFE-T Act 

no cash bail provisions as a 

result of a Kankakee Coun-

ty judge ruling Wednesday, 

Dec. 28 that lawmakers 

overreached their constitu-

tional authority in passing 

a measure to abolish cash 

bail in Illinois.

Other provisions in the 

wide-ranging SAFE-T Act 

criminal justice reform 

were not affected by the 

ruling, such as reforms to 

police officer training and 

certification standards and 

police body camera require-

ments. The Ogle County 

Sheriff’s Office is required 

to start body cameras Jan. 

1, 2024 and smaller depart-

ments such as the Rochelle 

Police Department will start 

Jan. 1, 2025.

A Dec. 31 order from 

the Illinois Supreme Court 

stayed the cash bail pro-

visions’ implementation 

for all 102 counties until 

the court could rule on an 

Looking ahead to 2023

‘There’s a lot of good things I’m looking forward to’

The City of Rochelle’s plans for 2023 include looking at the future of the vacant 

Hickory Grove site, making upgrades to electric infrastructure, completing its 

Rochelle Intermodal Transload Facility, a Well 8 rehabilitation project and hiring 

new police officers.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

going to start having those 

conversations again. I’m 

not saying we need to 

make that decision right 

away, and it’s ultimately 

up to the mayor and coun-

cil. That’s something we 

need to have a conversa-

tion about.”
After completing a 

nearly-$15 million new 

electrical substation on 

Ritchie Road in 2022, the 

city and Rochelle Munici-

pal Utilities plan to move 

forward with planning for 

their next substation on 

the west side of town. The 

electric department also 

has plans to tie all the city’s 

substations together to be 

able to increase reliability.

“We’ll also have to 

navigate our wholesale 

electric costs going up,” 

Fiegenschuh said. “If we 

have to go out into the mar-

ket and buy power, we’re 

seeing pretty large price 

increases over where we 

were a couple years ago.”

The RITC project broke 

ground in November and 

will return intermodal 

services to the city and its 

local industries via city-

owned railroad. 

See CITY page 3

Insurance 

proposal 
approved

Local law enforcement reacts to SAFE-T Act ruling

‘We’re glad the Kankakee County judge ruled the way he did’

Ogle County State’s Attorney Mike Rock and Ogle County Sheriff Brian VanVickle announced in a press release 

Dec. 29 that Ogle County will not be subject to the SAFE-T Act no cash bail provisions as a result of a Kankakee 

County judge ruling Wednesday, Dec. 28.

(FILE PHOTO)

appeal to the case on an 

expedited but indefinite 

timeline. Illinois Attorney 

General Kwame Raoul said 

recently in a news release 

the state will appeal the 

decision directly to the state 

Supreme Court.

VanVickle and RPD 

Chief Eric Higby spoke 

with the Ogle County Life 

and Rochelle News-Leader 

about their reaction to the 

cash bail issue. VanVickle 

and Rock were involved 

with a lawsuit involving 61 

other counties that resulted 

in the Dec. 28 ruling. 

See SAFE-T page 3
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year’s Toys for Tots Drive. 
Page 2

WEATHER

LOW

• JANET E. (GRUTTER) WATERS• GARY ALLEN MANNING 
 
                         See page 4

OBITUARIES

NONE  

INSERTS

Local News.............2, 3, 5, 8
Obituaries............................4
Opinion................................6
Community.........................7

INSIDE

MIDWEEK EDITION |  WWW.ROCHELLENEWS-LEADER.COM

RTHS dance team qualifies for state meet                    SEE SPORTS

City of Rochelle seeking job fair employers                       PAGE 3

THURSDAY

30 19
HIGH LOW

FRIDAY

35 16
HIGH LOW

SATURDAY

26 18
HIGH LOW

Today’s RNL issuesponsored by Community Unity
member:

Vol. 103 • No. 78

1214 Currency Court815-561-4341

 LOCAL NEWS...  LOCAL VIEWS                           WEDNESDAY, JAN. 25, 2023                             $1.25

Today’s RNL issuesponsored by Community Unity
member:

233 Illinois Route 38815-562-3838

COME SEE YOUR FR  ENDS
Brent OhlingerCommunity PresidentNMLS#454385

David EckhardtVice President/Loan OfficerNMLS#454387

304 EAST HIGHWAY 38ROCHELLE firststatebank.biz l 815.562.2200 

BY JEFF HELFRICHMANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The 
City of Rochelle recently 
received notification that it 
received the Government 
Finance Officers Associa-tion Distinguished Budget 

Award for the third year 
in a row. 

The award was es-tablished in 1984 and 
“reflects a commitment 
to meeting the highest 
principles of governmental 
budgeting and compliance 
with nationally-recog-nized guidelines, including 

having a budget that serves 
effectively as a policy 
document, a financial plan, 
an operations guide and a 
communications device.” 
Out of 1,297 municipali-ties in the state, 87 (6.7) 

percent are recognized 
each year.“We were very proud of 

the team and the finance 
department and each de-partment that contributed 

to it,” Industrial Develop-ment Manager Peggy Fri-day said. “The document is 
a transparent idea of how 
taxpayer money is spent. I 
think it’s just a testimony 
to the council, the mayor, 
the city manager and the 
departments on how fis-cally responsible we really 

BY JEFF HELFRICHMANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — At 
its meeting Monday, the 
Rochelle City Council 
unanimously approved 
an ordinance to create an 
Illinois Finance Author-ity PACE area to allow 

for MightyVine to get 
financing for clean energy 
upgrades to its hydroponic 
greenhouse business.Through no cost to the 

city, the IFA PACE Program 
is available to any eligible 
commercial property that 
voluntarily requests the 
levy of a special assessment 
to secure the financing or 
refinancing of a qualified 
PACE Project. MightyVine 
CEO Sergio Gomez spoke 
during the meeting and 
thanked the city for its 
support since the business’s 
inception in 2016.

See CITY page 8

BY JEFF HELFRICHMANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — From 
the Heart will host its 15th 
annual gala and auction on 
Saturday, Feb. 4 at Flight 
Deck Bar & Grill starting 
at 6 p.m.

Proceeds raised at the 
event will equally benefit 
the eight area nonprofits 
that From the Heart works 
with: the Rochelle Area 
Community Foundation, 
HOPE of Ogle County, 
Rochelle Christian Food 
Pantry, Pegasus Special 
Riders, Hub City Senior 
Center, Shining Star Chil-dren’s Advocacy Center, 

CASA and FOCUS House. The event will include 
dinner, games, prizes and 
silent and live auction 
items. Last year, the event 
raised just over $68,000 
and $8,500 was donated 
to each nonprofit. Over 
the life of the gala, over 
$630,000 total has been 
raised. From the Heart 
President and Founder 
Dave Eckhardt said he 
hopes to raise $80,000 
this year.

“Back when we start-ed, it only benefited two 
groups along with Rotary,” 

City wins distinguished budget award

Fiegenschuh: ‘It feels good to be able to go above and beyond’

The City of Rochelle recently received notification that it received the 

Government Finance Officers Association Distinguished Budget Award for the 

third year in a row.  (PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
are and all of the things 
that we do in the course 
of the year.”Three years ago, the 

city received the award for 
the first time against long 
odds in its first attempt at 
it. The application required 
a year and a half of work 
gathering information and 
organization by Friday, 
Finance Director Chris 
Cardott and department 
heads.

Friday called the chanc-

es of receiving the award 
in a first attempt “nearly 
impossible” and said 1-5 
percent of municipalities 
have done it. “I looked at all of the 

other hundreds of winners 
and the best parts of each of 
them,” Friday said. “Chris 
goes through and makes 
sure all of the budgetary 
stuff is there. The first year 
was always the hardest. 
And then each year we add 
to it. The reviewers also 

send a list of comments. 
Things they think may be 
missing or things that we 
could maybe improve on. 
We take that as the template 
for the next year. There’s 
four categories and we’ve 
been proficient and high in 
probably 90 percent of the 
categories. It’s a testimony 
to our finance department, 
transparency and every-body that contributes.”
See AWARD page 2

Council approves ordinance

From the Heart gala scheduled Feb. 4

Founder Eckhardt: ‘It’s all been because of the community’

From the Heart will host its 15th annual gala and auction on Saturday, Feb. 4 at Flight Deck Bar & Grill starting 

at 6 p.m.

(NEWS-LEADER FILE PHOTO)

Eckhardt said. “Now we’re 
up to eight and that doesn’t 
include Rotary. When we 
started our goal was to raise 
$10,000 for each group. 
That’s why our goal is 
$80,000 this year, to give 
each group $10,000 once 

again.”
Eckhardt said 100 per-cent of proceeds benefit 

the nonprofits. He called 
it “amazing” to watch the 
event grow over 15 years.“Other events around us 

haven’t been able to sustain 

it like they used to, and 
that has worried us,” Eck-hardt said.” We’re a 501c3 

nonprofit now and weren’t 
when we started. We’ve 
grown and have been able 
to do that. It’s been nothing 
short of miraculous. And 

it’s all been because of the 
community. The best part 
is presenting those checks 
and helping our nonprofit 
groups. That’s my favorite 
part.”

See GALA page 3
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ROCHELLE — In the 
Sunday, Jan. 29 edition of 
the News-Leader, a photo 
appeared on the front page 
with the story “City hopes 
to work with May Mart on 
redevelopment.” 

The photo mistakenly 
showed buildings owned by 
Central Bank, not the owner 
of May Mart/the Rochelle 
Commons as the story dis-
cussed. The News-Leader 
apologizes for the mistake.

Correction on 
May Mart photo

From page 1

“In 1984 I had a cardiac 
bypass and it’s given me 
38 more years of life. So 
I’ve been able to enjoy 
wrestling for that many 
more years.”

Boulton is 90 years old. 
He travels to the away 
matches (if they’re not too 
far away) with a retired 
assistant coach. 

“I don’t like to drive too 
far,” Boulton said. “I live 
at Lincoln Manor and a lot 
of people say, ‘Jim, you 
shouldn’t be driving that 
far at night.’ But if you love 
something, why not do it? 
I think we’re going to do 
pretty darn well in the post-
season and make a showing 
at the state tournament this 
year, both individually and 
as a team.”

BOULTON: 90-year-old 
has not missed a RTHS 
wrestling match since 2009

ROCHELLE — Dor-
othy’s Diamonds complet-
ed their travel year with a 
trip to beautiful Vermont. 

They experienced the 
beautiful 35-acre Shel-
burne Museum and farm 
where this picture was 
taken in front of the 
beautiful round barn, 
that held many artifacts 
of old buggies and farm 
equipment.  They also 
visited the famous Rock 
of Ages granite quarry, 
with a guide explaining 
how the granite is pro-
cessed from the walls of 
the quarry and made into 
countertops, tomb stones, 
cutting boards, etc.

The group took a dinner 

cruise on the beautiful 
Lake Champlain; toured 
Morse Farm Sugar Works; 
visited Montpelier, the 
state capital; Burlington’s 
Church Street Market-
place; Ben and Jerry’s 
Factory nestled in Ver-
mont’s Green Mountains; 
Cold Hollow Cider Mill; 
as well as many other 
attractions.

Dorothy contributed to 
Rochelle Christian Food 
Pantry and the Rochelle 
Kitchen table monetary 
donations from this trip.

Join Dorothy’s Dia-
monds in 2023 to Bran-
son in April where you will 
see five shows including 
Ester at the awesome Sight 

and Sound Theater, and 
visit shows and sights of 
Silver Dollar City.

June they will travel 
to Virginia Beach, Co-
lonial Williamsburg & 
Historic Norfolk.

They will see History 
come alive in Colonial 
Williamsburg; enjoy a nar-
rated Norfolk Naval Base 
Cruise; experience the 
Nauticus and Battleship 
Wisconsin; and visit the 
Beautiful Virginia Beach 
Boardwalk.

if that isn’t enough, join 
in August, to Garden of the 
Gods, the Royal Gorge, 
& Colorado Springs. You 
will visit Manitou Springs 
at the foot of Pikes Peak, 

a town rich in history 
surrounded by the beau-
tiful Rocky Mountain 
scenery; Guided tour of 
the US Olympic Train-
ing Center; guided tour 
to the United States Air 
Force Academy; visit and 
participate in the Royal 
Gorge Bridge and Park; 
before ending with the 
Buffalo Bill Ranch State 
historical Park in North 
Platte, Nebraska.

Here are some great 
chances to get out and 
enjoy God’s beauty and 
let someone else drive and 
make the decisions where 
to eat and sleep. For more 
info call Dorothy 815-
384-5325.

Dorothy’s Diamonds completes 
travel year with trip to Vermont

Dorothy’s Diamonds completed their travel year with a trip to beautiful Vermont. They experienced the 
beautiful 35-acre Shelburne Museum and farm where this picture was taken in front of.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

ROCHELLE — We-
ichert, Realtors® Signature 
Professionals, located in 
Rochelle, is proud to an-
nounce that Shannon Hill 
successfully completed 
the Weichert Real Estate 
Affiliates, Inc. Fast Track 
training program. 

The training helps 
quickly bring new and ex-
isting Weichert® affiliated 
agents up to speed on the 
latest information, resourc-
es and technology available 
to real estate professionals 
to help them effectively list, 
promote and sell properties 
and offer legendary service 
to their clients. 

“Our Fast Track pro-
gram covers everything 
a real estate professional 
needs to know to help 
them start out on the right 
track towards a successful 
career in real estate,” Bill 
Scavone, president and 
chief operating officer 

of Weichert Real Estate 
Affiliates, Inc., said “This 
program is designed to 
offer a unique learning 
experience to get our new 
associates productive as 
quickly as possible.”

Program participants 
learn best practices to get 
started in the real estate in-
dustry, find sellers, capture 
a buyer’s attention and list 
properties to sell quickly. 
Agents that complete the 
Weichert Fast Track train-
ing also gain the confidence 
and competitive edge to 
succeed in real estate.  
Weichert, Realtors® - Sig-
nature Professionals is an 
independently-owned and 
operated Weichert affiliate. 

For more information 
about Weichert, Realtors® - 
Signature Professionals, 
please contact Carrie 
Ottum at 815-561-8595 
or carrie@signaturereal-
estatepro.com.

Weichert’s Hill completes Fast 
Track training to serve clients

ROCHELLE  – Fehr 
Graham, a leading Mid-
west engineering and 
environmental firm, an-
nounced the promotion 
of McKennon Escatel 
to associate engineering 
technician.

Escatel, who works 
in the firm’s Rochelle 
office, uses AutoCAD, 
geographic informa-
tionsSystems and other 
programs to complete 
engineering designs and 
plans. As he grows pro-

fessionally, he will use 
MicroStation and learn 
how to work on Illinois 
Department of Transpor-
tation projects. 

Escatel joined the 
team in 2020. He earned 
a bachelor’s degree in 
manufacturing technolo-
gy from Northern Illinois 
University in DeKalb. He 
also has an associate de-
gree in applied sciences 
in computer-aided de-
sign from Illinois Valley 
Community College. 

Fehr Graham elevates 
Escatel to associate 
engineering technician
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ROCHELLE — At 
the last meeting of the 
Rochelle Moose, Territo-
rial Manager Scot Baikie, 
presented Deb Bolin with 
her 25 Club pin. 

Scot Baikie is the terri-
torial manager/liason for 

the Illinois Moose Associa-
tion. Deb has been a mem-
ber of the Rochelle Moose 
since 2006 and sponsored 
her 25th member in De-
cember. She has sponsored 
19 members since May 
1. This is almost an un-

precedented achievement. 
Congratulations Deb!

At the recent member-
ship meeting of the Moose, 
Gerald Lott of Dixon did a 
presentation on the Sauk 
Valley Voices of Recovery. 
This organization is a peer-

led nonprofit, offering re-
covery support services to 
people without preference 
to any path or program for 
recovery. 

They support any pro-
gram that will take one to 
sobriety. Gerald empha-

sized the need to recover 
with peers with activities 
that lead to new friend-
ships. He felt that people 
recovering need something 
more positive than A that 
will restore the self-esteem 
of the people recovering. 

Acting Administrator 
Bolin presented Lott a 
check to support the Sauk 
Valley Voices of Recovery. 
They are located at: 630 N. 
Galena Ave. in Dixon. The 
website is www.svvor.org. 
Phone: 779-707-0151.

At the last meeting of the Rochelle Moose, Territorial Manager Scot Baikie, presented Deb Bolin with her 25 Club pin. Scot Baikie is the territorial manager/liason for 
the Illinois Moose Association.

(COURTESY PHOTOS)

Rochelle Moose: Bolin recognized with 25 club pin

1751 Melugins Grove Rd Steward, IL 60553

dachsies to 
Boarding And Grooming

Trust with a Groomer is 
important - our Groomer has 
over 10 years experience & 

expertise.

PP

ROCHELLE
VETERINARY HOSPITAL

A Full-Service Clinic

www.rochellevet.com
Lobby Hours:
Mon-Fri 8-5
Sat 8-noon

(815) 562-5207
1381 N. 7th St., Rochelle

• Experienced Groomer
• Boarding and Daycare
• Surgical Laser
• X-ray

• Gas Anesthetic
• On-site Laboratory
• Geriatric Care
• Dentistry

Compassionate, quality care  
for your companion.
Dr. Nicole Marquardt  
Dr. Lynn Deets

Space Available
Advertise With Us

 Call Andrew
815-561-2123

Bumpers __
Hello! I’m Bumpers and I’m an all 
around great dog! I am a friend 
to everyone I meet - even cats! I love car rides, treats, snuggling, 
playing and going for walks. I was very well behaved in my previous 
home, and I promise to continue my streak of good behavior for 
you! Come meet me so I can steal your heart and we can go home 
together!
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PET OF 
THE WEEK

Did you Know?
Pet rats are not like their wild 

cousins. Pet rats are actually very 
lovable, affectionate, and one of 
the most intelligent rodent pets. 
They can be taught tricks, and 

they can even learn to help keep 
their cages clean.

815.758.2457
www.tailshumanesociety.orgwww.tailshumanesociety.org

Call:
Andrew Heiserman 815-561-2123

Christel Ackland 815-561-2153
or

Chris Grimm 815-561-2125

to advertise on the Pet of 
the Week Page!

On Jan. 24, the Rochelle Area Community Foundation accepted a check of almost $2,000 from the VFW’s 
Queen of Hearts. “We are truly grateful to be the recipient of this donation,” RACF Executive Director Emily 
Anaya said. “We are putting this donation into the RACF Endowment Fund where it will be reinvested into 

our community through the Community Needs Grants. The VFW and RACF share the same goal of supporting 
local. Because of donations like this, RACF is able to help support qualifying local partners as they meet the 

need of those they serve. Thank you to the VFW and to all who participated in the Queen Of Hearts.” From 
left to right: Terry Dickow, RACF board member; Anaya; Joe Drought, VFW post commander and Greg Folmar, 

RACF board member.

VFW donates Queen of Hearts proceeds to RACF

OREGON  — The 
Ogle County Soil and 
Water Conservation Dis-
trict will hold its annual 
election for directors 
of the district board on 
Feb. 7. The election will 
take place at the USDA 
Service Center at 213 
W. Pines Road, Oregon. 
Ballot voting will take 
place between 7 a.m. and 5 
p.m. Anyone who owns or 
occupies land within Ogle 
County is eligible to vote.

There are five directors 
on the Soil and Water Con-
servation District board. 
Directors serve two-year 
terms and must be owners 
or occupiers of land within 
Ogle County. This year, 
two director positions 
are up for election. The 
following two candidates 
have been placed on the 
ballot to fill the two open 
positions: Marcia Heuer 
of Oregon and Jon Pear-
son of Mt. Morris.

The other three director 
positions are currently 
held by Kayse Rushford of 

Oregon, Cody Considine 
of Byron and Cade Bush-
nell of Stillman Valley. 

The Ogle County Soil 
and Water Conservation 
District is a not-for-profit, 
local unit of government 
in Ogle County, formed 
in 1942, to help provide 
landowners technical and 
educational assistance in 
applying conservation 
practices. Today, the Ogle 
County SWCD has the 
responsibility to inform 
the public on the wise 
use of natural resources, 
addressing nutrient man-
agement, the application 
of conservation practices, 
wildlife habitat, forest 
uses, water quality, nat-
ural resource education, 
construction and zoning 
uses. 

If you would like more 
information about the 
Ogle County Soil and Wa-
ter Conservation District, 
please feel free to contact 
any of the directors or the 
district office at 815-732-
6127.

Ogle County SWCD 
election is Feb. 7
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HOW TO CONTACT US

News-Leader Main Switchboard (815) 562-4171

General Manager 
Mike Feltes   (815) 561-2124

Newsroom Staff 
Jeff Helfrich, Managing Editor (815) 561-2151 
Russ Hodges, Sports  (815) 561-2152

To Place a Display Ad
Andrew Heiserman  (815) 561-2123
Chris Ackland   (815) 561-2153 

To Place a Legal Ad
Mike Feltes   (815) 561-2124

To Place a Classified Ad
Andrew Heiserman  (815) 561-2123
Chris Ackland   (815) 561-2153

Subscriptions and Delivery
Kelly White   (815) 562-4171

Call (815) 561-2112 or
Visit our website at

www.rochellenews-leader.com

211 IL Route 38 East, Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-4171

IN-COUNTY REGULAR SUBSCRIPTION RATES
• $139.99 for one year • $79 for six months

• $34.99 for three months • $13.99 for one month

USPS (467-820)  ISSN (1075-2811)
Published every Wednesday and Sunday by Rochelle News-
papers Inc. at 211 E. State Route 38, Rochelle, IL 61068. 
Periodical postage paid at Rochelle, IL 61068. Postmaster send 
address changes to the Rochelle News-Leader, P.O. Box 46, 
Rochelle, IL 61068. Subscription rates are $139.99 per year by 
mail in Ogle County. Outside county rate is $149.99 per year. 
No mail delivery in newspaper-carrier serviced areas. The 
circulation department  is  open  Monday through Friday  from 
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does not arrive, contact Kelly White at 561-2112.

Any arrests listed in this 
paper are merely charges 
and the defendants are 

presumed innocent unless 
proven guilty in a court 

of law. Please note that all 
police reports received 

from the Rochelle Police, 

the Ogle County Sheriff’s 
Department and the 

Illinois State Police, will 
be printed without 

exception. Requests to 
omit particular reports 

will not be considered or 
honored at any time.

REPORT POLICY

BUSINESSBUSINESS
SPOTLIGHTSPOTLIGHT

ANDERSON
Plumbing & Heating, Inc.

Like on on Facebook
Lic# 055-013999

621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784

Plumbing, Heating, Air 
Conditioning, Drinking water 

systems, Water Heaters, 
Softeners, Iron Filters & More.

One Less Thing To Worry About
Since 1976

@unityhospice

CALL UNITY:
(815) 561-8866

915 N. Caron Rd.
Rochelle, IL

• Care provided by the entire hospice 
team: physician, nurse, social worker, 
certified nursing assistant, chaplain, 
dietitian, pharmacist, and volunteers.

• Care is individualized and based on 
the patient’s and family’s goals of 
comfort and quality of life.

• Supplies, equipment and medications.
• Service where the patient resides.
• Specialize in pain & symptom 

management.
• Spiritual enrichment and bereavement 

counseling.
• Ancillary Therapies: Music, Physical/

Occupational, Speech, Massage, Pet, 
etc.

• Ability to provide education to 
caregivers and family members.

• On-call nurse available 24/7.
• Volunteers providing special attention 

and stimulation.
• Assistance with advance directives 

and community support.
• Provide Education to those we  

care for

WHO IS  
UNITY HOSPICE?

07012020

COMPTON — Robert 
L. Bresson, 93, of Comp-
ton passed away Jan. 26 
in Franklin Grove Living 
and Rehabilitation Center.

Mass of Christian Buri-
al will be Jan. 31 at 11 
a.m. in St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church West Brooklyn. 
Rev. Randy Fronek will 
officiate.

Burial will follow in 
St. Mary’s cemetery. Vis-
itation will be from 9 
a.m. until service time in 
the church. Bob was born 
Nov. 25, 1929 in Comp-
ton to George and Ber-
tha (Walter) Bresson. He 
graduated from Lee Center 
High School in 1947. Bob 
married the love of his life 
Charlotte Pierce on Feb. 
20, 1954 in Rochelle. Bob 
was so much more than a 
farmer. For many years he 
was a Grain Equipment 
Dealer for Behlen and 
Mayrath, often their top 
salesperson. Bob had a 

passion for flying and was 
an expert pilot, flight in-
structor and Cessna plane 
dealer. In 2007 he received 
the Wright Brothers Mas-
ter Pilot award, awarded 
to a pilot for having 50 
years with

no accidents or inci-
dents. Bob was active in 
his county and community. 
He served on the H.F. Ge-
hant Bank Board,the Quiet 
Birdmen, Mendota Elks 
Lodge #1212, Mendota 
Moose Lodge, Lee Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Merit Board 
and St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church. Bob loved to go to 
his boys’ basketball games, 
and he loved to dance 
with Charlotte. Bob will 
be forever missed by his 
wife Charlotte of Comp-
ton; sons Mark (Judy) 
Bresson of Compton and 
Jeff (Mary) Bresson of 
Compton; grandson Jake 
(Mariana) Bresson, great 
grandson Nicolas and sev-

eral nieces and nephews. 
He is preceded in death by 
his parents, grandson Craig 
Bresson Nov. 26, 2006,

and brother Ray Bres-
son. Pallbearers will be 
John Burkhart, Bill Siemer, 
Ray Mann, Dean Ackland, 
Jake Bresson, Lewis Durin 
and Mike Bernardin. In 
lieu of flowers memorials 
may be directed to St. 
Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital or Neighbor’s In 
Christ Ecumenical

N.I.C.E. of Lee, 346 S. 
County Line Road, Lee, Il-
linois 60530. Condolences 
may be left at wasmerfu-
neralhome.com.

DENA Smith of 
Oregon, 60, 
passed away 

peacefully on Nov. 13, 2022 
at Oregon Rehabilitation 
Center. 

Dena was born July 31, 
1962, in Ottawa. She was 
the daughter of Philip and 
Virginia (Penoyer) Perkins. 
Dena completed two years 
of high school at Stillman 
Valley High School in 
Stillman Valley before the 
family moved to Texas. 
She continued her educa-
tion and graduated in 1980 
from Evant High School 
in Evant, Texas. Dena had 
two daughters: Virginia 
(Schwarz) Martinovich and 
Cassandra Thompson. On 
July 25, 2003, Dena married 
the love of her life, Gerald 
Smith. They celebrated 19 
beautiful years together. 

Dena previously worked 
at Avery Dennison, Ro-
chelle, and Syncreon, Bel-
videre, where she made 
many lifelong friendships 
with many of her co-work-
ers.

Dena and her husband 
enjoyed riding their Harley 
and took it on several trips 
to Sturgis. Later Dena and 
her husband became avid 
campers and loved camping 
and traveling and often took 
her daughters and grand-
children with them. Dena 
was the best grandmother 
to her amazing grandsons, 
Jayden, and Jaxson Marti-
novich. She loved having 
her grandchildren spend 
the weekend with her and 
watching them play sports. 
Dena enjoyed putting puz-
zles together, playing cards 
and games with her friends 

Obituaries

Robert L. Bresson

Dena Lynn (Perkins) Smith

and family. Dena loved 
connecting with her family 
and friends and you could 
always count on her to 
know what was happening 
within the family. Dena will 
always be known for her 
homemade sugar cookies 
and peanut brittle that she 
enjoyed making with her 
daughters. If you knew her, 
she loved you fiercely.  

Dena is survived by her 
husband, Gerald Smith of 
Oregon, her daughters Vir-
ginia (Todd) Martinovich 
of Loves Park, Cassandra 
Thompson of Mount Mor-
ris, her grandsons Jayden 
and Jaxson Martinovich 
of Loves Park, her parents 
Philip and Virginia Perkins 
of Steward, her sisters Deb-
orah (Perkins) Woodall of 
Sycamore, Dawn (Perkins) 
Johnson of Rochelle, neph-
ews; Matthew Johnson, 
Brandon Johnson, and 
Christopher (Bridgette) 
Woodall and niece; Angela 
(Jose) Villarreal and many 
great nephews and great 
nieces and one great, great 
niece and many cousins and 
countless friends that she 
loved like family.

She will be dearly missed 
by her family and friends.

ROCHELLE — On 
Jan. 27 at 10:12 p.m. Mario 
C. Garcia-Garcia, 20, of 
Rochelle was arrested for 
no valid driver’s license 
and cited for speeding. He 
was released on an I-Bond 
with a March 17 Rochelle 
court date.

On Jan. 27 at 11:31 p.m. 
Ivette M. Hoffman-Bul-
tron, 28, of Rochelle was 
arrested on an outstanding 
Ogle County warrant. She 
paid $500 and was released 
with a Feb. 22 Rochelle 
court date.

On Jan. 28 at 1:30 a.m. 

Brianna L. Dye, 26, of 
Rochelle was arrested for 
two counts of driving under 
the influence and cited for 
improper lane usage and 
illegal transportation of 
alcohol. She was released 
on an I-Bond with a March 
17 Rochelle court date.

On Jan. 24 at 10:45 p.m. 
Hannah M. Wilson, 20, of 
Byron was cited for leav-
ing the scene of a property 
damage accident and failure 
to give information after 
striking an unattended ve-
hicle. She signed a promise 
to comply and was given a 

Feb. 24 Rochelle court date.
On Jan. 1 at 1:45 p.m. 

Sonya M. Gallegos-Koo-
ken, 53, of Rochelle was 
arrested for retail theft. She 
was released on an I-Bond 
with a March 3 Ogle County 
court date.

On Jan. 30 at 1:36 p.m. 
Troy Marsh, 44, of Rochelle 
was cited for failure to 
yield. He signed a promise 
to comply and was given a 
March 17 Rochelle court 
date.

All individuals are con-
sidered innocent until prov-
en guilty.

OREGON — On Jan. 
27, deputies responded 
to Illinois Route 251 and 
Lindenwood Road regard-
ing vehicles in the ditch. 
After an investigation, 
it was learned that Luis 
Diaz, 42, of Rockford, 
was arrested for having 
no valid driver’s license. 
Diaz was released on an 
I-bond. Ron’s towing 
removed the vehicle from 
the location.

On Jan. 28 at 12:19 
a.m. deputies conducted 
a traffic stop on East 
Illinois Route 72 at Oak 
Drive near Stillman Val-
ley. As a result, Marshea 
M. Reed, 32, of DeKalb 
was arrested for no valid 
driver’s license (expired 
more than one year). Reed 
was additionally issued 
a citation for speeding 
(75 m.p.h. in a 55-m.p.h. 
zone). Reed was released 
on an I-Bond with a court 
date to appear.

On Jan. 30 at approxi-
mately 11:42 p.m. deputies 

conducted a traffic stop on 
Interstate 39 near mile 
marker 110. After brief 
investigation, Deputies 
arrested Leon Slack Jr., 38, 
of Rockford, for driving 
while license suspended. 
Slack was also issued 
citations for operating an 
uninsured motor vehicle 
and an equipment viola-
tion. Slack was given an 
I-Bond with a return court 
date later next month and 
released on scene.

On Jan. 30 at approxi-
mately 4:22 p.m. deputies 
initiated a traffic stop in the 
4,000 block of North Illi-
nois Route 2 for improper 
display of registration. Af-
ter further investigation, 
deputies arrested Nicholas 
Maxey, 24, of Rockford, 
for driving with a suspend-
ed license. Maxey was 
released on an individual 
bond with a future court 
date given. 

On Jan. 30 at approxi-
mately 9:25 p.m. deputies 
responded to a suspicious 

vehicle in the 4,000 block 
of East Brick Road. After 
investigation, deputies 
placed Melvin Wilton, 24, 
of Oregon, under arrest 
for driving under the in-
fluence of alcohol. Wilton 
was additionally issued a 
citation for improper park-
ing on the roadway. Wil-
ton was transported to the 
Ogle County Jail where he 
was held in lieu of bond. 

On Jan. 30 at approxi-
mately 9:12 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop 
on Interstate 39 near mile 
marker 108. After brief 
investigation, deputies ar-
rested Darius Benard, 41, 
of Rockford, for driving 
while license suspended. 
Benard was issued an ad-
ditional citation for illegal 
window tint. Benard was 
given an I-Bond with a 
return court date later 
next month, and released 
on scene.

All individuals are 
considered innocent until 
proven guilty.

Ogle County Sheriff’s Department

Deputies respond to vehicle in ditch

Rochelle Police Department

Officers make several arrests

OGLE COUNTY — 
The Village of Progress 
Foundation will offer two 
scholarships in 2023.

The first scholarship in 
the amount of $1,000 is 
made possible through a 
joint effort between The 
Larry Young & Friends 
Charities and The Village of 
Progress Foundation. Larry 
Young & Friends Charities 
partner with The Village of 
Progress Foundation every 
year to help make our an-
nual golf outing a success. 
Larry Young also serves 
on the foundation’s board 
of directors.

Our second scholarship 
in the amount of $1,000 is 
made possible through the 

Village of Progress Foundation 
offering two scholarships

generosity of the Cacciatore 
Family. The Cacciatores 
have been long time sup-
porters of the Village. Wan-
da served on the Village of 
Progress Board of Directors 
for 10 years beginning in 
1988. She has served on 
the foundation’s board for 
almost 30 years.

The scholarship honors 
her husband, Pete, who 
was also an enthusiastic 
supporter of the Village. 
Pete passed away in the fall 
of 2014, leaving behind a 
legacy of commitment to 
the Village and its mission.

To be eligible for either 
scholarship, the student 
must:

Be a resident of Ogle 
County and be either a 
high school senior who is 

disabled or is planning on 
attending college and ma-
joring in an area related to 
the disabled, or a full-time 
undergraduate college stu-
dent who is disabled or is 
majoring in an area related 
to the disabled

Applications must be 
received by March 15, 
2023, be completed on 
the foundation application 
form, and include at least 
two written references. 
The financial status of the 
applicant is not a consid-
eration. Those wishing an 
application are encouraged 
to call the Village of Prog-
ress at 815-732-2126 or 
go to our website at www.
villageofprogress.org and 
download a high school or 
college application.

Read and 
Recycle
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BAR
GRILL&

1/2
OFF! BO!

GO!

BAR/RESTAURANT  ..................
Ralphie and Lulu’s
812 Main St., Ashton
815-453-2103

Huddle Cafe
802 Main Street, Ashton
815-453-2677

COMMUNITY BUILDING  ..........
Mills and Petrie Memorial Building
Hourly, daily rentals for your event
815-973-8397

CONSTRUCTION  .....................
Don Ross Jr. Construction
PO 96, Ashton
815-677-3774

GROCERY/GAMING  ................
Mimini’s General Store
602 Brown Street, Ashton
815-453-7500

FUNERAL HOME  .....................
Beverage Lyons Funeral Home
604 Richardson Ave., Ashton 815-453-2441 

HAIR SALON  ..........................
Shear Delight
1873 Ashton Road, Ashton
815-453-2331

INSURANCE  ............................
Bradford Victor-Adams Mutual Insurance 
Company
120 W. South St., Franklin Grove
815-456-2334

MUNCIPALITIES ........................
Village of Franklin Grove
105 E. S. South Street, Franklin Grove
815-456-2131

PLUMBING  .............................
Richter Plumbing and More
402 Western Ave., Ashton
815-453-2361

PUBLIC LIBRARY  ......................
Franklin Grove Library
112 S. Elm Street
815-456-2823

Mills and Petrie Memorial Library
704 First Street
815-453-2213

Shear 
Delight 

Hair & Gifts
Patty Boehle - 

Owner & Stylist
1873 Ashton Road • Ashton, 

IL
Call for appointment

815-453-2331 or 815-440-5252
Open Wednesday - Friday

Huddle 
Café

802 Main St., Ashton
815-453-2677

ASHTON — The Hub 
Cluster of United Meth-
odist churches, which 
includes Ashton, Chana, 
Creston, Esmond, Frank-
lin Grove, Lighthouse, 
Malta, Reynolds, Ro-
chelle and Steward, will 
host a Soup and Dessert 
Fundraiser at the Ashton 

United Methodist Church 
on Saturday, Feb. 11 from 
4:30-7 p.m.

The meal includes chili 
or chicken noodle soup, 
dessert and beverage. 
Cost is $8 for adults, $5 
for those ages 6-10 and 
those five and under eat 
free. Carry out is available 

for $10.
There will also be a 

silent auction on special 
desserts. There are a vari-
ety of pies, cakes, cookies, 
candy and more that will 
be offered.

Proceeds from the fund-
raiser are used to support 
local non-profit organiza-

tions such as food pantries, 
programs for those who 
are homeless and local 
residents who may need 
a hand up in tough times.

The Ashton United 
Church is located at 904 
Richardson Ave. The 
church is handicap ac-
cessible.

Soup and dessert fundraiser Feb. 11

BLOOMINGTON 
— Seven individuals are 
getting financial support 
to enroll in truck driver 
training classes thanks to 
the Driving Agriculture 
Forward Scholarship 
program, funded by Il-
linois Farm Bureau and 
administered by the IAA 
Foundation. 

Recipients include 
Nathan Ault of Warren 
County, Jared Farr of 
McDonough County, 
Kyle Skromme of Wh-
iteside County, Brennan 
Keifer of Kane County, 

Andrew LeFevre of Lee 
County, Jeremy Glenn 
of Marshall County and 
John Reel of Woodford 
County.

“Investing in individu-
als who keep agriculture 
products moving and who 
represent the strength and 
diversity of our industry 
is something we are proud 
to do,” Jennifer Smith, 
development manager, 
IAA Foundation, said. 

Scholarship applica-
tions are available year-
round with consideration 
deadlines occurring quar-

terly. The next applica-
tion deadline is March 
31, which correlates to 
drivers who intend to 
enroll in a commercial 
driver training program 
at an Illinois community 
college between April 1 
and June 30, 2023. 

All applicants must 
be Illinois residents and 
provide proof of enroll-
ment during their corre-
sponding award cycle. 
An endorsement from a 
farmer, county farm bu-
reau leader, agribusiness, 
or food process business 

is required. 
Eligibility guidelines 

and applications are 
available through the IAA 
Foundation website at 
www.iaafoundation.org. 

For more information, 
contact your county farm 
bureau, the IAA Founda-
tion at 309-557-2232, or 
email Smith at jsmith@
ilfb.org   

The mission of the 
IAA Foundation is to 
fund education, research, 
and charitable activities 
that benefit Illinois farm 
families and agriculture. 

IAA Foundation announces recent driving 
agriculture forward scholarship recipients

FRANKLIN GROVE 
— On Jan. 14, Lee County 
Sheriff ’s deputies re-
ceived a report of a reck-
less driver, who drove 
through a yard in the 
Village of Franklin Grove. 
The vehicle was last seen 
westbound on Old Mill 
Road. Approximately 20 
minutes later, the vehicle 
was once again seen in the 
Village of Franklin Grove. 
This time the vehicle 
struck a stop sign and fire 
hydrant at the intersec-
tion of Lincoln Highway 
and Spring Street. After 
further investigation, Lee 
County Deputies arrested 
28-year-old Benjamin 
Y. Breneman of Frank-
lin Grove. Breneman 
was transported to KSB 
Hospital where he was 
released and taken to the 
Lee County Jail.  

Breneman was charged 
with aggravated driving 

under the influence (a 
class four felony), driving 
under the influence (a class 
A misdemeanor), driving 
while license revoked (a 
class A misdemeanor), 
improper traffic lane usage 
(a petty offense) and oper-
ating an uninsured motor 
vehicle (a petty offense). 
Breneman remained in the 
custody of the Lee Coun-
ty Sheriff’s correction 
deputies pending a bond 
hearing. 

Citizens are reminded 
to call the Lee County 
Sheriff’s Office at 815-
284-6631 or Crime Stop-
pers at 1-888-Caught-U.  
Callers can remain anony-
mous and receive rewards 
of up to $1,000 if their 
information leads to an 
arrest.

All charges are merely 
an allegation and the de-
fendant is presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty.

Franklin Grove man 
arrested for DUI

AURORA – Aurora 
University has named Xi-
mena Esquivel of Ashton 
to the dean’s list for the 
fall 2022 semester. 

The dean’s list rec-
ognizes full-time under-
graduate students who 
have earned a 3.6 GPA or 
higher.

Esquivel named to the fall 2022 
dean’s list at Aurora University

FRANKLIN GROVE 
— Franklin Grove Church 
of the Brethren will be 
hosting a sale at 121 W. 
North St. in Franklin Grove 
on Feb. 3 and Feb. 4 from 

9 a.m. until 3 p.m.
“We have a fellowship 

hall full of wonderful items. 
Vintage music, furniture, 
a library of books, many 
beautiful banners, pictures 

and so much more. Please 
stop and find a treasure!”

The church is closing af-
ter being in the community 
for over 177 years and held 
its last church service on 

Dec. 24, 2022. A “Farewell 
to Franklin Grove” special 
service will be held March 
12 at 3 p.m. The church 
plans to sell its property in 
mid-March. 

Church of the Brethren hosting sale

IOWA CITY, Iowa — 
The University of Iowa 
awarded nearly 2,000 
undergraduate, graduate 
and professional students 

degrees at the close of 
the 2022 fall semester. 
Eleven percent of the 
undergraduates graduated 
with multiple degrees and, 

as a group, undergraduates 
posted a 3.17 cumulative 
grade point average during 
their stay at Iowa.

The list Luke Warner of 

Ashton (degree: bachelor 
of business administra-
tion; major: accounting; 
awarding college: Tippie 
College of Business).

Warner earns degree at University of Iowa

AFC basketball teams take the court
ASHTON — The Ash-

ton-Franklin Center varsity 
boys basketball team faced 
Forreston on Wednesday. 
Jan. 25, falling 71-56 de-
spite a dominant 37-point 
effort from Carson Rueff. 
Jordan Harris added 10 
points for the Raiders in 
the victory.

The Ashton-Franklin 
Center varsity boys basket-

ball team battled Polo on 
Friday, Jan. 27, suffering 
a close 49-43 loss. Kaleb 
Goldman shined for the 
Raiders, scoring 21 points 
to lead AFC while Carson 
Rueff chipped in five points. 

The Ashton-Franklin 
Center varsity boys bas-
ketball team took on East-
land on Saturday, Jan. 28, 
losing 63-54. Three AFC 

players including Kaleb 
Goldman (14 points), Lane 
Koning (14 points) and 
Carson Rueff (10 points) 
reached double figures for 
the Raiders.

Girls
The Ashton-Franklin 

Center varsity girls basket-
ball team downed Milled-
geville 58-30 on Tuesday, 

Jan. 24. Taylor Jahn led 
AFC with 18 points, while 
Brianna Gonnerman added 
11 points in the win.

The Ashton-Franklin 
Center varsity girls bas-
ketball team fell 58-37 
against Stillman Valley on 
Saturday, Jan. 28. Taylor 
Jahn led the Lady Raiders 
with 17 points and Brianna 
Gonnerman scored nine.
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Guest column

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages responsible letters to 
the editor on subjects of interest to our readers. Editing may be 

necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas 
will not be altered. All letters must bear the handwritten signature 

of the writer and include address and phone number or e-mail 
address for verification purposes. Neither the street address nor 

phone number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly 

handwritten, and no anonymous letters will be published. Any 
letters from boards or organizations must include at least one 
name of an individual. Any criticism of public officials should 
be limited to issues related strictly to their position or actions 

made in office, as personal attacks will not be published. Letters 
involving private disputes between the writer and a business 

will not be published. Political endorsements will be published, 

however letters  rom candidates endorsing themselves will not be 
printed. Letters may be dropped at the News-Leader office (211 IL 
Route 38 East), mailed to the News-Leader (P.O. Box 46, Rochelle, 

IL 61068) or e-mailed (news@rochellenews-leader.com.) The 
News-Leader reserves the right to edit or reject any letter to the 
editor for any reason, and letters chosen for publication do not 

necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

IL Sen. Brian Stewart
M104A State House
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0180

U.S. Con. Adam 
Kinzinger
1218 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-3635

* Denotes Chairman/President

IL Rep. Tom Demmer
314 Capitol
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

John T.
Shaw

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes  bhayes@rochelleil.us
Rosaelia Arteaga  rarteaga@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                       dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
John Gruben  jgruben@rochelleil.us

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Dave Casey  dcillini94@gmail.com
Steve Builta  sbuilta@gmail.com
Ashley Jackson                      ajackson@d231.rochelle.net
Stephanie White                        swhite@d231.rochelle.net
Eric Van Hise  eric.vanhise@gmail.com
Trisha Vaughn                                      jrvtlv02@msn.com
Javier Zepeda  jzepeda@rthsd212.org

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Carol Hayenga  carol.hayenga@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas  bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Jacky Aguilera jacky.aguilera@rths212.org
Jeff Tilton  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Bobby Chadwick bobby.chadwick@rthsd212.org
Brian VanVickle                  brian.vanvickle@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board

Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodie Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Lloyd Droege  ldroege@oglecounty.org
Dan Miller  dmiller@oglecounty.org
Greg Sparrow  gsparrow@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Bruce McKinney bmckinney@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney  skenney@oglecounty.org
David Williams  dwilliams@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
Wayne Williams jwdw13@yahoo.com
Jennifer Payton  
*Tom Byro  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Steve Katzman  skatzman@essex1.com
Mike Kerns  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Mark Hibshman  
Curt Ward  caward92@comcast.net

Hillcrest Village Board
*Randy Salsbury  rsalsbury@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pittman  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Dan Potter dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Richard Rhoads  rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball  tball@hillcrestil.us
Renee Kerwin  rkerwin@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
*Bob Withrow  flaggtwp@rochelle.net
Joanna Patrick  flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
Susan Rothenberger assessor@rochelle.net
Scott Seebach  scottseebach@gmail.com
Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle  noggle62@gmail.com
Eric Gruben  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hagar  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
*Jaqueline Dickow dickow@comcast.net
Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net
Michael Scanlan scanlan@comcast.net
Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip          doobs12@comcast.net

WE love read-
ing at the 
F lagg-Ro-

chelle Public Library 
District. Patrons come into 
the Library and choose 
books from authors that 
they love. 

They read all of their 
books and then try to find 
other authors that write 
comparably to them. The 
library encourages readers 
of all ages to come in and 
find something to read. 

We have a wide variety of 
books and media to entice 
even the most reluctant 
readers. 

Digi ta l  p la t forms 
have allowed us to offer 
e-books, music, graphic 
novels, comics and mov-
ies. The library is changing 
but no matter what form 
you choose, you still have 
to be able to read and 
understand what you are 
hearing or reading. “A 
book is a device to ignite 

the imagination.” ― Alan 
Bennett (https://what-
shotblog.com/book-lover-
quotes/) Just imagine all 
of the places you could 
explore and dream about 
while reading a book that 
you love. Our Valentine 
programs are perfect for 
February fun. 

Spice up your reading 
life by going on a blind 
date….with a book! Come 
to the library and pick out 
a wrapped book in the 

display. Bring it up to the 
circulation desk, check 
it out and get your “rate 
your date” card. When 
you get home, unwrap 
the book and discover 
who your blind date will 
be with. Fill out the “rate 
your date” card after your 
“blind date” and return it to 
the library by Feb. 14 for 
a chance to win a “sweet” 
surprise for Valentine’s 
Day. 

Valentine Card work-

shop:  This will be on 
Saturday, Feb. 11 from 1-5 
p.m. Stop by the library to 
make a Valentine for your 
favorite person. Make 
heart-themed bookmarks, 
Valentine poppers and tra-
ditional Valentines cards! 
Make an extra Valentine to 
share with the residents of 
Liberty Village. 

Come to the library and 
check out a book. Remem-
ber to bring your library 
card. Choose something 

to read that will chal-
lenge you or choose a 
familiar author that you 
love. How about a clas-
sic, mystery, non-fiction, 
romance movie, music CD 
or graphic novel. Whatev-
er you choose, know that 
we are glad that you chose 
to visit our library. Happy 
Valentine’s Day!

Sarah Flanagan is the 
library director of the 
Flagg-Rochelle Public 
Library District.

WE are full-
fledged into 
the new leg-

islative year with all of 
the elected legislators now 
seated. So the work begins 
now as we plod through 
the mountains of bills and 
issues that those in power 
can dream up.

My dream – repeal 
about half of the laws, 
rules and regulations we 
already have. Again, that’s 
my dream; I’m sure some 
lawmakers would call it 
their nightmare.

The Illinois Farm Bu-
reau has established the 
following as the 2023 state 
legislative priorities: 

Estate Tax – To keep 
family farms together, 
increase the Illinois Estate 
and Generation Skipping 
Transfer Tax Act exemption 
level to an amount equiva-
lent to the federal estate tax 

and credit level of $12.06 
million per individual. In 
Illinois that level is $4 mil-
lion, while the federal level 
is $12 million. In terms of 
farmland 300 acres in Illi-
nois would trigger the tax.

Energy Generation Sales 
Tax Exemption – Allow 
electric power generation 
equipment used for pro-
duction agriculture to qual-
ify as farm equipment and 
machinery for the state sales 
tax exemption. In doing so 
it would incentivize farmers 
to modernize and upgrade 
creating new energy effi-
ciencies.

Nutrient Loss Reduction 
Strategy – Maintain the 
IDOA/ Illinois NRCS fund-
ing arrangement for perma-
nency of 40 conservation 
planners supporting the 
NLRS and Conservation 
Reserve Program. Continue 
efforts to reduce nutrient 

losses to Illinois waters 
by relying on voluntary, 
incentive-based NLRS and 
conservation programs and 
partnerships. With NLRS 
goals established in 2017 
with a deadline date of 
2025, these programs and 
funding resourc-
es are needed to 
farmers to meet the 
NLRS goals.

Private Property 
Protection – Advo-
cate for balancing 
the protection of 
private property 
rights with the ap-
propriate develop-
ment of projects 
impacting farmland, es-
pecially as demand for re-
newable energy and carbon 
capture projects increase. 
This includes requiring 
comprehensive agricultural 
drainage plans where sur-
face or subsurface drainage 

infrastructure for farmland 
will be negatively impacted 
and requiring projects to 
enter into and comply with 
Agricultural Impact Mit-
igation Agreements over-
seen by the IDOA. While 
most if not all renewable 

energy projects 
will be construct-
ed on farmland it is 
vitally important to 
protect the private 
property rights of 
every individual 
and mitigate any 

potential impacts.
Ethanol – Ex-

tend the Sales Tax 
Incentive for E-85 

until Dec. 31, 2035. The 
current E-85 Sales Tax 
Incentive expires Dec. 31, 
2023. The biofuel industry 
adds value to commodities 
grown in Illinois and a ro-
bust biofuel industry helps 
make farming profitable 

while reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions.

Create a Sales Tax Incen-
tive of 20 percent for E-15 
blended ethanol/gasoline 
fuel. 

Agricultural Funding – 
Work to maintain adequate 
state funding for key Illinois 
Department of Agricul-
ture programs like meat/
poultry/egg inspectors, 
environmental programs, 
warehouse oversight and 
veterinarian programs. This 
includes advocating for 
a viable and independent 
Illinois Department of Ag-
riculture. Agriculture is still 
Illinois’ largest industry and 
an economic driver. Invest-
ing in agriculture allows the 
state to prosper and grow 
new business adding to the 
tax base. 

LMFA – Maintain a 
balanced process for siting 
livestock farms through 

the Livestock Management 
Facilities Act (LMFA) that 
protects both the environ-
ment and farmers’ ability 
to raise livestock. The 
LMFA provides consistent 
statewide standards that 
ensure livestock farms will 
be sited based on scientific, 
objective criteria, and that 
rules are applied uniformly 
across Illinois.

So if you are wondering 
what I’ll be working on this 
year, besides home repair, 
there’s the list.

“You do not examine 
legislation in the light of 
the benefits it will convey if 
properly administered, but 
in the light of the wrongs it 
would do and the harms it 
would cause if improperly 
administered.” -Lyndon B. 
Johnson

Ron Kern is the manager 
of the Ogle County Farm 
Bureau.

SENATOR Paul 
Simon was keenly 
aware of the end-

less challenge and enduring 
opportunity to revitalize our 
democracy and strengthen 
our communities.

He believed that democ-
racy can be sustained and 
enhanced when citizens 
respect values such as tol-
erance and responsibility 
and take practical steps 
to make the world better. 
In his book, “Fifty-Two 
Simple Ways to Make a Dif-
ference,” Senator Simon 
outlined dozens of specific 
things we all can do to be-
come better citizens who 
build better communities.

Inspired by his vision 
and commitment, the Paul 
Simon Public Policy Insti-
tute will soon accept ap-
plications for the inaugural 

Paul Simon Democracy 
Prize.

The Institute will award 
$5,000 prizes to three 
current Illinois college 
or university students for 
the design – and imple-
mentation – of projects to 
strengthen democracy in 
their communities. Propos-
als could involve hosting 
public discussions or de-
bates, registering voters, 
funding school newspapers 
to cover local issues, cre-
ating a speaker series on 
community matters, devel-
oping a program to recruit 
and train poll watchers, or 
an entirely new idea.

To enter the competition, 
students must submit a 
video proposal by April 1, 
2023, to the Paul Simon 
Public Policy Institute. 
Winners will be announced 

on April 17. We are look-
ing for proposals that are 
persuasive, imaginative, 
optimistic, and can plausi-
bly be implemented within 
six months. Videos should 
be between 3-5 minutes and 
will be assessed on the qual-
ity of the proposal, 
not the video itself. 
However, creative 
and well-produced 
videos will get our 
attention!  

The three win-
ning videos will 
be posted on the 
Institute’s web-
site and YouTube 
channel. Prize re-
cipients will be invited to a 
celebratory reception at the 
Institute in the fall of 2023 
and asked to describe how 
their proposals are being 
implemented.

Complete details of the 
Paul Simon Democracy 
Prize will soon be available 
on our website, https://paul-
simoninstitute.siu.edu/.

The Simon Institute 
recently hosted a conver-
sation with Rachel Klein-

feld, a democracy 
expert at the Car-
negie Endowment 
for International 
Peace. Dr. Klein-
feld described the 
many challenges 
confronting our 

democracy but 
warned against de-
spair. She urged 
America’s colleges 

and universities to encour-
age students to renew and 
reimagine our democracy.

This challenge resonat-
ed with me and it’s in that 
spirit that the Institute is 

creating the Paul Simon 
Democracy Prize. It com-
plements two ongoing In-
stitute programs focused on 
“Better politics and Smarter 
government” in our state: 
the Renewing Illinois Sum-
mit for Illinois college and 
university students and 
the Paul Simon-Jim Edgar 
Award to acknowledge and 
celebrate statesmanship in 
state and local government 
in Illinois.

When Senator Simon 
announced his candidacy 
for president in May of 
1987, he offered both in-
spiration and a challenge. 
“You and I are on this planet 
but a short time,” he said. 
“Let us seize this time and 
opportunity to build a better 
tomorrow so that gener-
ations to come will look 
back upon us and say, These 

were people of uncommon 
compassion and vision and 
courage.’”

The Democracy Prize, 
along with the Renewing 
Illinois student summit and 
the Simon-Edgar states-
manship award, embody 
Paul Simon’s highest val-
ues and aspirations.

John T. Shaw is the 
director of the Paul Simon 
Public Policy Institute at 
Southern Illinois Univer-
sity Carbondale. Shaw’s 
monthly column explores 
how Illinois can work 
toward better politics and 
smarter government. Edi-
tor’s Note: This op-ed was 
distributed by Capitol News 
Illinois on behalf of the 
Paul Simon Public Policy 
Institute. The opinions ex-
pressed in this article are 
the author’s own.

Inviting students to help revive our democracy

2023 legislative priorities

Ron
Kern

Happy Valentine’s Day!
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COMMUNITY

Coffee Break
Call 815-561-2151 to submit names for birthdays and anniversaries

February 5 – (Sunday Brunch) – Serving from 9 to 12 – 
Sausage Gravy and Biscuits, Breakfast Casserole,
Oatmeal, Sausage Links or Country Ham

7034 S. Klondike Road | Rochelle, IL 61068 | 815-561-9074
If you would like to volunteer with us, please email us at 
volunteer@kitchentablerochelle.org

THE KITCHEN TABLE MENU

Jan. 6 - Patricia Burkholder, Loves Park, $25

Jan. 7 - Lori Kersten, Dixon, $25

Jan. 8 - Oliva White, Rochelle, $50

Jan. 9 - Holly Kubale, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 10 - ALM Fine Cabinetry, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 11 - Anita Bowers, Byron, $25

Jan. 12 - Melissa Villalobos, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 13 - Cheri Divine, Frisco, CO, $25

Jan. 14 - Zekelman Employee, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 15 - Kyle Kissack, Rochelle, $50

Jan. 16 - Doris Kay McIlvoy, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 17 - Calvin M. Jacobs, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 18 - Autumn Hernandez, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 19 - The Kitchen Table, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 20 - Sean Tracy, Byron, $25

Jan. 21 - Tracy Pointer, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 22 - Daniel W. Keller, Oregon, $50

Jan. 23 - Ryan E. Baylor, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 24 - Kathryn Tyner, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 25 - RACF, $25

Jan. 26 - Jacqueline Nass, Naperville, $25

Jan. 27 - Andrea Svela, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 28 - Anne Aubry, Whitefish Bay, WI, $25

Jan. 29 - From the Heart, $50

Jan. 30 - Alexander Herrera, Dixon, $25

Jan. 31 - Rochelle Chamber, $25

Feb. 1 - Deanna Hill, Rochelle, $25

Birthdays & Anniversaries

Feb. 1
Zach Prosser
Luke Norris
 
Feb. 2
Domingo Mancilla
 
Feb. 5
Hazel Nieves
 
Feb. 7
Lydia Sherburne
Alex Bonilla
 
Feb. 8
Kaiyah Hayward
 

Feb. 10
Gene & 
Judy Messer 
(anniversary)
 
Feb. 11
Darrell Bolhous
Paige and 
Samantha 
Donoho
 
Feb. 12
Jennifer Curtis
 
Feb. 13
Gabby Villalobos
 

Feb. 16
Larry Baker
 
Feb. 18
Sam & 
Jessica South 
(anniversary)
Swen Norris
 
Feb. 20
Christian Losoya
 
Feb. 21
Kris Oleson
Anna Sexton
 

Feb. 22
Jessica South
Lucy Hazlip
 
Feb. 26
Natalie Powell
 
Feb. 27
Beth Bolhous

Feb. 28
Lucas Donoho

DUBUQUE, Iowa 
— The University of 
Dubuque congratulates 
the following students 
on being appointed to 

the fall semester 2022 
academic dean’s list: 
Zachary Sanford of Ro-
chelle. 

Full-time students in 

good academic standing 
(registered for and having 
earned 12 or more letter 
grade credits for the term) 
who earn a term grade 

point average of 3.5 or 
above and who do not 
have any grades of In-
complete for the term are 
named to the dean’s list.

Sanford named to University of Dubuque dean’s list

PELLA, Iowa — Greg-
ory Ricketts, a Central Col-
lege student from Rochelle, 

class of 2023, has been 
named to the dean’s list for 
the fall 2022 semester.

The honor is awarded 
to full-time students who 
achieve a 3.5 GPA or higher 

on a 4.0 scale while taking 
12 or more graded credit 
hours for the semester.

Ricketts Named to Central College dean’s list for fall 2022

MALTA — Kishwau-
kee College is pleased to 
announce its part-time 
student honors List for 
fall 2022. To be eligible 
for this honor, a student 
must have completed a 
minimum of 6 (but less 
than 12) semester hours 
of college-level courses 
at Kish with a grade point 
average of 3.5 or higher.

The following local 
students have been named 
to the Kishwaukee College 

fall 2022 part-time student 
honors list:

Creston — Makayla 
Sarver.

Esmond — Jessica Van 
Etten. 

Lee — Emily Frazier, 
Emma Hilleson, Lenna 
Hulthen, Lauren Jordal, 
Teija Snow and Audrey 
Witte.

Lindenwood — Anna 
Roush. 

Rochelle — Idaly Agu-
ila, Grace Barnes, Michael 

Belmonte, Jaycee Benson, 
Garrett Berg, Cheryl Bi-
alas, Jose Morales Cacique, 
Ellie Carmichael, Marili 
Cervantes, Colvin Fore, 
Edgar Garcia, Casandra 
Garcia, Katee Hendrick-
son, Graciela Hernandez, 
Jennifer Herrada, Baileigh 
Howlett, Peter Koziol, 
Micah Koziol, Mandi 
Lamb, Ilse Molina, Miraya 
Montes, Brooke Myroth, 
Damian Nava-Barrientos, 
Kelsey O’Brien, Yuel-

ma Ortiz, Kaitlynn Ost, 
Cinthia Pacheco, Troy 
Papke, Layla Pelan, Olivia 
Ramos, Gisselle Robles, 
Sherlyn Rojas, Vanessa 
Salinas, Olivia Sergeant, 
Kevin South, Nicholas 
Stevens, Melesio Velaz-
co, David Wanner, Sarah 
Watson, Marisa Whaley, 
Jace Whitehead and Asher 
Wiegartz.

Steward — Rivers Es-
tock, Austin Greifenkamp, 
Morgan Smardo

Kishwaukee College announces fall 
2022 part-time student honors list
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We’re Helping We’re Helping 1616 Homeowners  Homeowners 
by “Giving Away”by “Giving Away”

FURNACES FOR $941 FURNACES FOR $941 
with Off-Season Air Conditioningwith Off-Season Air Conditioning

If you qualify, local utilities may offer up to $650 in rebates towards your new system.

Dear Neighbor:Dear Neighbor:
I have great news for your wallet if your furnace is over 12 
years old. Allow me to explain...Every year, the months of 
January, February & March can be slow for my business. I 
employ great people and want to keep them working during 
these long, slow months. That is why I’ve come up with a 
Win Win Situation for both of us.
Every year, the big manufacturers of furnaces & air condi-
tioners guess how many to build to meet the demand. Of 
course, they’re never exactly right. So, they always have some 
inventory that they must hold over until the next summer 
season. I went to one of these companies and contracted for 
the purchase of sixteen Deluxe furnaces and air conditioners 
in the four most popular sizes used in Kane County. And, 
because of the quantity and time of year, I was able to buy 

them at drastically reduced prices.
They are brand-new Deluxe Models. They are NOT the 
seconds or “blems” or standard “builder” models. They are 
factory-fresh furnaces and air conditioners and have a full 
10-year factory warranty.

How To Get A Furnace For Peanuts
If you are interested in a new heating/cooling system (but 
only if one of the four sizes I have will fit your house, of 
course), I am “giving” you the furnace and all I ask for is the 
$941 in labor & material costs for installation along with the 
purchase of your air conditioner.

Perfect Fit For Your Home
I will come out and measure your home (and determine the 

availability of the proper size). Don’t forget, I only have 16 
matched Deluxe Systems in four sizes. When they are gone, 
this remarkable offer ends also. Just call 815-758-8484.

Absolutely No Obligation
After I completely explain the installation, there is absolutely 
no obligation. If you decide you don’t want to take advantage 
of the spectacular savings... That’s OK.

You Can Buy With NO Cash*
You don’t even have to pay me right way. I have set up a 
terrific 0%* payment plan.

Fuel Efficiency Guarantee**
I’m so confident that you will save at least 25% on your 

heating and cooling bills (I’m projecting more like 30%), that 
I will pay you the difference for a year if you don’t! I’ll show 
you exactly how this works. If these heating and air condi-
tioning systems were not among the best on the market, I 
couldn’t afford to make such a promise.

Why This Offer Can’t Last
I only have a few of each of the four sizes. When all of the air 
conditioners are sold and all the furnaces are “given” away, 
that’s it. There are no more at this price. Call Bre now at 815-
758-8484 to set up an appointment for your no-obligation 
survey.

Warmly,

Dine In • Carry Out •  
• Home Delivery • Pizza • Pastas • 

• Sandwiches • Salads •  
• and Lots More!

815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct. 

Rochelle IL
We Accept Most 
Insurances and
Patients Without 

Insurance

Mon: 7:30 - 6pm, Wed: 7:30 - 6pm, Thurs: 8 - 1pm, Fri: 7:30 - 4pm
Some Saturday appointments available

11
04

20
20

We are now offering
LIPO MINO MIX injections

Introductory price $25 
Call for an Appointment! 
This lipotropic combination of B12 and 

methionine, an essential amino acid and 
other B vitamins can promote: 

Increase Fat metabolism 
Boost  Energy Level

Reduce appetite 

From page 1

“With that volume of 
calls, they’re always on the 
go,” Sawlsville said. “They 
get here at 7 a.m. and stay 24 
hours and cover everything 
that comes in over that time. 
If there’s five calls, there’s 
a little bit of downtime for 
them to eat and rest. There 
was a Saturday in Decem-
ber when we ran 20 calls 
in 24 hours. Not only was 
there no downtime for the 
duty crew, but then we have 
to call in off-duty personnel 
as well. After a year of that, 
it starts to take its toll. You 
can see folks get a little tired, 
grouchy and fatigued.”

The numbers were not 
a surprise to Rochelle Fire 
considering recent emer-
gency call trends and Sawls-
ville said the COVID-19 
pandemic played a part in 
boosting numbers. He also 
believes that 911 callers’ 
access to healthcare played 
a part in calls being up as 
well. The department has 
also seen a large number of 
mental health-related calls. 

“If they can’t find a regu-
lar doctor or there’s not one 
available, then their safety 
net is 911,” Sawlsville 
said. “Emergency room 
numbers go up every year 
as well. Some of the calls 
that maybe you would call 
your family doctor for like 
having a fever for two 
days, people call 911 with 
that. And then you throw 
a pandemic in there and 
that just raises the nation’s 
anxiety level. Combine all 
those, you’re going to see 
an increase in calls.”

Rochelle Fire only saw 
one total loss fire in 2022, 
which took place at a home 
on Kuehl Court in Flagg 
Center. That fire took place 
in October and is still under 
investigation with the insur-
ance company and the state 
fire marshal both ruling it 
undetermined. Sawlsville 
called investigations taking 
that long, “unusual.”

Outside of that total loss, 
Sawlsville said the RFD and 
Ogle-Lee Fire Protection 
District saw rebuildable 
damage to other homes and 
the total loss of at least one 
vehicle due to fires. 

“Our fire call numbers 
went up,” Sawlsville said. 
“A lot of those are carbon 
monoxide detectors going 
off and automatic firearms 
going off. We have a lot of 
smoking outlet calls and 
things where the potential 
was there, but we’re called 
and able to get on top of it 
to prevent it from becoming 
a large fire.”

The Rochelle Fire Chief 
says he believes total calls 
will continue to rise each 
year, mostly due to EMS 
work. Rochelle has 12 full-
time firefighter/EMTs and 
utilizes paid on-call staff 
to pick up whatever work 

they’re not able to cover.
On a per-capita basis of 

full-time firefighter/EMTs 
to total calls, Sawlsville said 
Rochelle Fire is “signifi-
cantly higher” than larger 
departments in the area that 
have more full-time staff. 

“I don’t think this year-
over-year increase in calls 
is something we can sus-
tain with the staffing we 
currently have,” Sawlsville 
said. “It just beats people 
up. It eventually has short-
term and long-term effects 
where you start hearing 
people say, ‘I can’t continue 
to do this.’ You could see 
earlier-than-planned retire-
ments. Continuously going 
on calls also affects time 
for maintaining equipment 
and training. It has a ripple 
effect.”

With higher calls also 
wearing on equipment, 
Sawlsville said RFD has 
budgeted to replace an am-
bulance from the year 2000 
this year. If the ambulance 
is ordered this year, it may 
not be received in 2023 
due to supply chain issues 
causing new ambulances to 
be 400 days out when that 
number used to be 200 days, 
Sawlsville said.

RFD and the OLFPD 
are also continuing to 
move forward with plans 
for a new fire training 
facility in Rochelle. With 
staffing of paid on-call 
firefighters/EMTs, the de-
partment is starting to see 
more response to available 
positions amid a current 
nationwide shortage.

“There was a time when 
we had about 10 active paid 
on-calls and now we’re 

FIRE: Chief Sawlsville discusses record call numbers in 2022

probably up to 20 active,” 
Sawlsville said. “A lot of 
them are young and that 
makes the ability to train 
that much more important. 
When the pandemic hit, 
we saw a lot of our paid 
on-calls not wanting to 
do it anymore. And now 
they’re starting to come 
back. That’s a plus.”

Sawlsville said he’d like 
the department to have 25 
active paid on-call firefight-
er/EMTs in the future to 
ensure ideal staffing. RFD 
is also preparing to hire for a 

new administrative support 
position to take additional 
work off its full-time lieu-
tenants. 

Sawlsville said due to 
high call numbers, con-
versations will have to be 
had about future staffing 
to ensure that they can be 
covered by Rochelle Fire. 

“We’re going to have to 

have a serious conversation 
about that at some point and 
look five years down the 
road if the trend continues,” 
Sawlsville said. “Eventual-
ly you’re going to have to 
address it. We’d like more 
full-time work. Volunteers 
and paid on-call nationwide 
are getting harder and hard-
er to find. I still believe in 

the model of full-time staff 
supplemented by paid on-
call. It saves the taxpayers 
thousands and thousands 
of dollars. But I also spend 
a lot of time looking for 
paid on-call personnel and 
we’re seeing more and 
more training requirements 
that make it more of a time 
commitment.” 

The Rochelle Fire Department saw a record number of total calls during the 2022 calendar year, RFD Chief 
Dave Sawlsville said Jan. 25. Rochelle Fire went on 3,148 total emergency calls in 2022 including 2,733
ambulance calls and 415 fire calls. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

ROCHELLE — The 
City of Rochelle Planning 
& Zoning Commission 
will not meet on Mon-
day, Feb. 6 as regularly 
scheduled.  

The next Planning 
& Zoning Commission 
meeting is scheduled for 
Monday, March 6 at 6 p.m.

February 
P&Z meeting 
canceled
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SPORTS WEBER WINS TOURNEY
 
RTHS senior Josey Weber led three girls at 
the Oregon KSB Invitational on Saturday. 
 
See page 2 for more details
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RTHS Girls Basketball

Seniors set the tone
Rochelle duels with Sandwich in physical Senior Night battle Friday evening

The Rochelle Lady Hub basketball team recognized its five senior players before tipping off Friday’s game 
against Sandwich. Above from left to right are Bailey Jackson, Torrin Nantz, Miraya Montes, Francesca Williams 
and Maleah Pointer.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Fri-
day’s Senior Night varsity 
basketball contest between 
the Rochelle Lady Hubs 
and the Sandwich Indians 
was a physical battle down 
to the final seconds of 
regulation.

Junior Alivia Henkel 
swished two free throws 
with 15.6 seconds remain-
ing in the game to tie the 
score and force Sandwich 
to run one more out-of-
bounds play. The Indians 
were able to find guard 
Hannah Treptow, who 
pushed the ball down the 
floor before losing pos-
session inside the painted 
area. A mad scramble for 
the ball resulted in a foul on 
Sandwich forward Kaylin 
Herren, who missed her 
first free throw and made 
her second to give the 
Indians a one-point lead.

With 5.6 seconds left 
in regulation, Henkel 
received the inbounds 
pass, but a triple team 
from Sandwich shut down 
Rochelle’s final play of the 
evening, with the Indians 
outlasting the Lady Hubs 
35-34 in an extremely 
physical and defensive 
contest that included 42 
personal fouls and three 
players fouling out. Hen-
kel led Rochelle (7-21, 5-7 

Interstate 8) with 12 points 
in the game.

“Our message to the 
girls during practice yes-
terday was that this game 
was going to be a battle,” 
head coach Ryan Mc-
Quade said. “We knew it 
was going to be a dogfight 
and we knew we had to 
be physical because they 
have some really physi-
cal basketball players. I 
thought we matched their 
level of physicality, but it 
was unfortunate that we 
couldn’t find a shot at the 
end.”

The Lady Hubs cel-
ebrated their five senior 
players including Torrin 
Nantz, Francesca Wil-
liams, Maleah Pointer, 
Bailey Jackson and Miraya 
Montes before the game. 
All five seniors took the 
floor to start the game 
and set the tone defen-
sively, holding Sandwich 
to only two first-quarter 
field goals. Sophomore 
Kendyl Darby scored all 
five Rochelle points in the 
opening quarter, as both 
teams fought feverishly in 
the half court to prevent the 
other team from reaching 
the rim.

“I’m so proud of our 
seniors and this night was 
about them,” McQuade 
said. It’s unfortunate that 
we weren’t able to win this 
game, but we were right 

RTHS Boys Basketball

Hubs take Interstate 8 rematch against Plano
Luxton leads RTHS with 22 points in 71-62 victory over Reapers on Saturday

Junior Eli Luxton dribbles around Plano defender Eric Cano during the Rochelle Hub varsity basketball game 
against the Reapers on Saturday. Luxton scored 22 points as the Hubs defeated Plano 71-62.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

there at the end. Our se-
niors came out and played 
so hard, particularly on the 
defensive end, and they 

kept us in the game over 
those first few minutes. 
Sandwich was looking for 
a good start and we didn’t 

allow that to happen.”
The Indians took a 

6-5 lead into the second 
quarter, where both teams 

managed just two field 
goals each.

See GIRLS page 3

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — A 
better all-around effort 
enabled the Rochelle Hub 
varsity basketball team 
to avenge an Interstate 8 
Conference loss against the 
Plano Reapers from earlier 
this season.

Junior Eli Luxton led the 
Hubs with 22 points, while 
sophomore Carson Lewis 
added 13 points and made 
four 3-pointers as Rochelle 
defeated Plano 71-62 on 
Saturday to split the con-
ference home-and-home 
series. After ending a four-
game losing streak against 
Rock Falls on Tuesday 
evening, Rochelle (8-15, 
3-8 Interstate 8) snapped 
a three-game conference 
skid on Saturday.

“We didn’t play well the 
first time and I thought we 
played a lot harder in this 
game,” Luxton said. “My 
coaches are always telling 
me to be aggressive and go 
get rebounds. Knocking 
down my free throws at the 
end of the game and getting 
to the line really helped me 
find my rhythm.”

Three Rochelle players 
including Lewis, as well 
as juniors Jack Lodico and 
Jack Tracey, converted 
triples during the first 

quarter, where the Hubs 
took a 19-17 lead over 
the Reapers. Lewis nailed 
back-to-back 3-pointers in 
the second quarter to pace 
the Rochelle offense, while 
the Hubs flustered Plano 
with their ball pressure, 
forcing turnovers that al-
lowed Rochelle to score 
in transition. Defensive 
rebounds also helped the 
Hubs close out posses-
sions.

“We just have to keep 
playing hard for the rest 
of the season,” Luxton 
said. “We need to limit our 
turnovers and we need to 
continue boxing out for 
rebounds during every 
game.”

Luxton knocked down 
his first 3-pointer of the 
evening during the third 
quarter, where the Reapers 
saw forwards Christ Kela-
ba and Sammy Sifuentes 
hit a pair of shots to spark 
a brief rally that brought 
Plano within eight points, 
50-42, entering the fourth 
quarter. Luxton’s aggres-
siveness on the glass put 
the Reapers in foul trouble, 
with Rochelle entering the 
double bonus early in the 
fourth quarter and ulti-
mately going 13-for-17 on 
free throws in the quarter.

See BOYS page 8

ADVERTISE YOUR 
BUSINESS HERE!
Great Rate - Great Spot!

Call Mike @ 815-561-2124 or email 
mfeltes@oglecountylife.com

01252021 Tue-Fri 9am-4pm • Sat 9am-1pm • Sun & Mon Closed

429-433 Lincoln Hwy.
Rochelle, Illinois
815-562-8765

hubcityfurniture.com

02
01

20
23

Surprise your  Surprise your  
Sweetheart with a  Sweetheart with a  

Recliner for Valentine’s Day!Recliner for Valentine’s Day!
HUB CITY FURNITUREHUB CITY FURNITURE
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The businesses featured on this page are 

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”
I’m looking forward to serving your needs for insurance and 
financial services.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
CALL ME TODAY.

Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc 
Shane B Huber, Agent

221 E. IL Rt. 38 
Rochelle, IL 61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Diana Alanis, MDCaring for your 
family’s health from 

infant to adults.
For appointment, please call

815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct, Rochelle, IL 61068

Most Insurance Accepted

Accepting 
New Patients

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

815 561 4035!

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto  Home Improvement   Vacation

Jami Hackman & Kristen Stover

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle

H
S
2
0
1
6

Jami Hackman

Se Habla
Español

BUY HERE – PAY HERE
You Work - You Drive

1400 N 7th St
Corner of Flagg Rd & Hwy 251 N

227 E. Rt 38 • Rochelle, IL

815-562-8706
www.rochellechiropractic.com
Now Accepting New Patients!

Licensed and Insured
24 Hour Emergency Service

815-562-4937
500 Cleveland Avenue

Berg-Johnson
Electric

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

FREE ESTIMATES

“Proudly Serving The Rochelle Area Since 1945”
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Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

#4061/#83-3198

Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

101 Maple Ave • Rochelle, IL 61068
815.562.7057 •  hub-remsen.com

GO HUBS!GO HUBS!

• Collision Repair • New/Preowned Vehicles
• 24 Hour Towing • Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

We are Ogle Countyʼs
only GM Dealer!

Come visit us!

815-562-8787 • www.jeffperrychevrolet.com
CHEVROLET • BUICK • CADILLAC • JEEP • CHRYSLER

We are 
Ogle 

County’s 
only 

GM Dealer!
• Collision Repair
• 24 Hour Towing

• New/Preowned Vehicles

• Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes  

and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181

www.rochellehospital.com
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Residential & Commercial Roofing

815-561-0099
Licensed & Insured

• Shingled Roofs
• Flat Roofs
• Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities
• Custom Built Homes
• Additions

Residential, Concrete
Driveways, Flatwork

and Foundations

HSF2015

• Large menu of foods
• Rochelle’s famous chicken

by the dinner or bucket
• Hand dipped ice cream

(16 flavors)

H
S
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251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039

H
S
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2

SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

200 Steward Road

800.262.1680
www.johnsontractor.com

Dine In • Carry Out •  
• Home Delivery • Pizza • Pastas • 

• Sandwiches • Salads •  
• and Lots More!

Serving Illinois & the Surrounding Area

Specializing in Walk-In Tubs 
& Acrylic Showers

Additions ~ Bathrooms ~ Kitchens 
Accessibility Remodeling

Batavia Builders & 
Remodelers, LLC

Debbie Foster,  
Owner
(815) 501-8946
www.bataviabuilders.com

ANDERSON
Plumbing & Heating, Inc.
Plumbing, Heating, Air Conditioning, 

Drinking water systems, Water Heaters, 
Softeners, Iron Filters & More.

One less thing to worry about

621 First Ave., Rochelle
815-562-8784

Like us on 
Facebook

Lic# 055-013999
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209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8792

www.meyersfurniture.com

Order online and receive  
15% off entire bill!  

We are proud to support  
Rochelle Hubs! 

Visit us at vincespizzainrochelle.com  
815-562-7300

Since 1967

Like our Facebook page

HUB SPOTLIGHT

Rochelle senior Josey Weber finished first in the 125-pound weight class during the 
Oregon KSB Invitational on Saturday. Weber went 3-0 over three matches.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Weber leads RTHS trio at 
Oregon KSB Invitational

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

OREGON — Josey Weber hadn’t stood 
atop a wrestling podium since her youth 
days when she competed as a member of 
the Rochelle Wrestling Club. Now a senior 
at Rochelle Township High School, Weber 
showcased her skills at the Oregon KSB 
Invitational on Saturday, winning three con-
secutive matches to take home the 125-pound 
female weight division championship.

Weber (10-5) was one of three girls who 
represented RTHS in the tournament, which 
featured male-only and female-only brackets. 
The senior opened with a strong performance 
against Amboy’s Kaylee Scanland, earning a 
third-period fall before defeating Rock Falls 
wrestler Ashlyn Fargher with a second-period 
fall. Weber clinched the 125-pound division 
title in the third round, where she needed only 
30 seconds to score a fall over Somonauk’s 
Rylie Donahue.

“It was quite the experience and I hadn’t 
taken home a win since my time in the RWC,” 
Weber said. “Standing on the podium and hav-
ing the chance to wrestle against other girls 
was really cool. I didn’t stop and even when 
I was tired, I kept fighting. My effort during 
practice and my want to win have improved 
a lot from when I was little. I’ve learned a lot 
from the coaches here, inside and outside of 
the wrestling room. They’ve been a big help 
in wrestling and in life.”

Weber has spent three of her four years at 
RTHS with the wrestling program. Weber was 

the only girl on the team over her first two 
years, but that number has risen this season, 
with RTHS rostering three girls including 
sophomore Dempsey Atkinson, who took 
fifth in the 145-pound female weight divi-
sion on Saturday. Atkinson (10-9) lost in the 
first round, but won back-to-back matches 
against Erie-Prophetstown’s Jayda Rosenow 
and Princeton’s Isabella Gibson.

“I thought I performed pretty well,” At-
kinson said. “When I’m on top, I like to grab 
my opponent’s wrist, ride them and keep their 
head down. That’s how I got my last two 
pins... Coach [Alphonso] Vruno and coach 
[Nelson] Baker are great and it’s nice having 
two other girls on the team.”

Freshman Cammyla Macias (6-10) also 
competed for RTHS, finishing fourth in the 
115-pound female division with an 0-3 record. 
Girls wrestling has been growing in popularity 
across the state, with the IHSA hosting its first 
state series for the sport last year. The IWCOA 
also holds a state tournament for high school 
girls every March after the conclusion of the 
IHSA season. Atkinson, who’s in her second 
season at RTHS, said she’s hoping to see more 
girls out for wrestling.

“When the IHSA created a state series 
for girls wrestling, I thought it’d be a good 
opportunity for me to get into the sport,” At-
kinson said. “I didn’t know anything when I 
first started wrestling, but I’ve improved my 
skills on top, on bottom and in the neutral 
position. I’ve been trying to get a few of my 
friends to come out next season and I think 
they will, so I think our numbers will grow.”
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SPORTS

From page 1

Rochelle’s full-court 
press wore down the 
Sandwich offense while 
the Indians jumped into 
passing lanes and forced 
several turnovers from 
the Lady Hubs. Behind 
seven points from guard 
Alexis Sexton, Sandwich 
remained ahead of Ro-
chelle 11-10 at halftime.

The physicality of 
the evening reached an-
other level during the 
second half, where the 
two teams combined 
for 28 fouls as well as 
multiple blocked shots 

and tie-ups that resulted 
in jump balls. Sandwich 
leaned on 6-foot-1 for-
ward Claire Allen, who 
was held scoreless in the 
first half but scored all 10 
of her points in the second 
half before fouling out 
and receiving a technical 
foul midway through the 
fourth quarter. Herren and 
Darby also fouled out in 
the fourth quarter.

“I couldn’t fault the 
effort from our girls to-
night,” McQuade said. 
“We held Sandwich to 
35 points and we should 
be able to win a game 
like that. Unfortunately, 

there were some key mo-
ments including missed 
free throws and turnovers 
here and there that were 
determining factors.”

A pair of putback la-
yups from Allen allowed 
the Indians to remain 
ahead 19-16 entering 
the fourth quarter, where 
Treptow knifed through 
the Lady Hub defense 
for a layup and knocked 
down a 3-pointer to give 
Sandwich a 30-21 lead, 
its largest lead of the 
evening. Rochelle refused 
to back down, however, 
with Nantz scoring seven 
fourth-quarter points and 

going 4-for-4 from the 
free-throw line over the 
final minutes to keep the 
Lady Hubs in the game.

The Lady Hubs, who 
entered the double bonus 
early in the fourth quarter, 
went 11-for-18 on free 
throws alone in the quar-
ter to claw back into the 
game, bringing Sandwich 
within two points before 
Henkel’s free throws in 
the final seconds tied the 
score at 34-34. 

Darby finished with 
10 points and sophomore 
Abby Metzger added three 
fourth-quarter points for 
Rochelle in the loss. 

RTHS Dance

Chellettes bow out at IHSA State Championship
The Rochelle Township High School dance team bowed out of the IHSA State Championship meet on Friday, 
finishing 22nd out of 30 schools in Class 1A with a 73.24 team score. It was the fifth consecutive season the 
Chellettes reached the IHSA State Championship. Rochelle finished fifth out of 17 school in Class 1A at the 
IHSA Sectional in South Elgin. The team includes Macy Ramos, Miranda Dubek, Abby Dall, Alexis Huerta, 

Kayla Ortega, Addison Stewart, Kylie Davis, Damaris Macias, Macy Lewis, Peyton Raymond and 
Audyn Kemp. The team is coached by Haleigh Nelson.

GIRLS: Lady Hubs honor senior players

What Service
Do You Offer?

Advertise Here

Commercial & Residential Roofing

Residential 
Concrete

Driveways, Flatwork
and Foundations

•Shingled Roofs  •Flat Roofs 
•Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities 
•Custom Built Homes  •Additions

561-0099
www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE
ESTIMATES

Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Heating & Air Conditioning

 Lic.#058-087891

Serving Rochelle For Over 40 Years

Quality Service • Free Estimates
 Residential & Commercial

815-562-8784

Plumbing/Heating/CoolingGutters

COMMUNITY BOARD
Need to get the word out about a product Need to get the word out about a product 

or service you offer? or service you offer? 
Give us a call at 815-562-4171. Give us a call at 815-562-4171. 

We can reach over 9,000 homes!We can reach over 9,000 homes!

USBC Bowling

T-Byrds bowlers roll 
in Pepsi tournament
BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

FREEPORT — T-
Byrd Lanes sent several 
youth bowlers to the 2023 
Illinois Pepsi USBC Zone 
1 Divisional Champion-
ship tournament at Four 
Seasons Bowling Center 
on Jan. 21 and 22. 

Camilla Ramos ad-
vanced to the state tour-
nament, which will be 
held from April 14-16 at 
Western Bowl in Cham-
paign, finishing fifth out 
of seven bowlers in the 
U8 Girls Division with a 
238 series (98, 76 and 64). 
Giuliana Henderson took 

seventh with a 216 series 
(76, 65 and 75).

Grayson Campbell 
placed seventh out of 15 
bowlers in the U10 Boys 
Division, rolling a 322 
series (90, 122 and 110) to 
finish only nine pins away 
from qualifying for the 
state tournament. Jaxon 
Harnesk took 11th with 
a 237 series (77, 76 and 
84). Zachary Waddle led 
T-Byrd Lanes in the U12 
Boys Division, finishing 
13th out of 29 bowlers with 
a 353 series (105, 137 and 
111) while Sergio Ramos 
took 16th with a 338 se-
ries (92, 114 and 132). JJ 
Groves finished 28th.

T-Byrd Lanes bowler Camilla Ramos qualified for the 
2023 Illinois Pepsi USBC State Championship 
tournament at Western Bowl in Champaign

(COURTESY PHOTO)

(COURTESY PHOTO)
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Rochelle, IL 61068

815-562-4155 • www.rmu.net
815-562-8787

JEFFPERRYAUTOS.COM
Community Unity

Graber Financial Group 
Sam Graber
409 4th Ave.
815.562.7139

Edward Jones - Jessica Morris
1214 Currency Ct.
815.561.4341

FLOWERS AND GIFTS
Colonial Flower Shoppe  & Gifts
408 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.8101
floristrochelleil.com

RCH Auxiliary Gift Shop
900 N 2nd St
815.562.2181 • rochellehospital.com

FUNERAL SERVICES
Beverage Lyons Family Funeral Home & 
Cremation Services
704 6th St
815.562.6872 • beveragelyonsfamilyfh.com

Unger Horner Funeral Home
400 N. 6th St.
815.562.4534 • ungerhorner.com

FURNITURE
Hub City Furniture
429 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.8765
hubcityfurniture.com

Meyers Furniture
209 Powers Road Hwy 251 North
815.562.8792
meyersfurniture.com

HEALTH SERVICES
Davis Family Health LLC
Kelly Davis
1212 Currency Ct.
815.561.8500
1201 Meriden St., Mendota
815.539.3739

Midwest Physical Therapy
513 4th Ave.
815.561.8786 

Rochelle Chiropractic  - Dr. Chad Piller
227 E. Hwy 38
815.562.8706
rochellechiropractic.com

Rochelle Community Hospital
900 N 2nd St
815.562.2181 • rochellehospital.com

Salinas Chiropractic
1381 N 7th St .,Suite C
815.562.6661 • salinaschiroandwellness.com

 
HOME IMPROVEMENTS & 
CONTRACTORS
Anderson Plumbing & Heating
621 1st Ave
815.562.8784 • andersonplumbingheatingcooling.com

 
 
 
 

Bruns Construction, Inc.
PO Box 400
815.561.0099 • brunsconstructioninc.com 

Pemberton Plumbing, Heating  
& Cooling, Inc.
815.561.6119
pembertonplumbingheating.com

Theisen Roofing & Siding Co.
257 W. Stephanie Dr., Cortland
815.758-8998 • theisenroofing.com

INDUSTRIES  
ClarkDietrich
501 S Steward Rd # 100
815.561.2360
clarkdietrich.com

Silgan Containers
400 N. 15th St.
815-562-1250
silgancontainers.com

Rochelle Foods  
1001 S Main St
815.562.4141
hormelfoods.com

INSURANCE
Allstate
1425 Dement Rd.
815.561.2901
allstate.com

Country Financial
501 N. 6th St.
815.562.8164
countryfinancial.com

Dimond Bros. Insurance  
401 N Main St
815.562.5596
dimondbros.com

Graber Financial Group
409 4th Ave.
815.562.7139

State Farm Insurance - Shane Huber
1211 Currency Ct
815.562.7011
shanehuber.com

State Farm Insurance - Terri Schaefer
603 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.7063
terrischaefer.com

Edward Jones - Jessica Morris
1214 Currency Ct.
815.561.4341

PRINT AND/OR WEB DESIGN
Hub-Remsen Print Group
101 Maple Ave
815.562.7057
hub-remsen.com

Printing Etc.
1135 Lincoln Hwy.
815.562.6151

Rochelle News-Leader
211 Hwy 38
815.562.4171 • rochellenews-leader.com • newsmediadigital.com

 
 

REAL ESTATE
Hayden Real Estate  
221 E. IL Route 38
815.562.2111
haydenreinc.com

RE/MAX Hub City
136 May Mart Dr.
815.562.7588
remax.com

REAL ESTATE & AUCTIONS
Bearrows Real Estate & Auction Co.
361 W. Il Route 38
815.562.5113
bearrows.com

RENTAL PROPERTIES
Lida Lake Estates
433 Willis Ave., Apt. #11
815.561.0526
lidalakeestates.wixsite.com/lidalakeestates

RETAIL/ SPECIALTY SHOPS
The Artists’ Garden
407 Lincoln Hwy.
815.762-8212
artistsgardenbeyondcanvas.com

Pfeiffer Farms Fresh Market
2511 Reynolds Road, Ashton
815-761-6074
pfeifferfarms.com

SURVEY
Survey Tech
104 Maple Ct
815.562.8771
civilideascom

TIRES
Tire Tracks
1320 N 7th St
815.562.7777
tiretracksusa.com

TOBACCO & ALCOHOL
Rochelle Tobacco “N” Liquor
222 May Mart Drive
815.561.9571
rochelletobacco.com

TOBACCO 
Johnny Smoke Shop
132 May Mart Drive
815.888-7107

Community Unity

By Supporting These             Businesses

AGRICULTURE
Johnson Tractor
200 S. Steward Rd.
815.562.2135
johnsontractorrochelle.stihldealer.net

ANIMAL HEALTH SERVICE
Rochelle Veterinary Hospital
1381 N 7th, Ste. a
815.562.5207
rochellevet.com

ASSISTED LIVING
Liberty Village
2203 East Flagg Rd.
815.562.9800
libertyvillageofrochelle.com

Lincoln Manor
615 Lincoln Highway
815.562.1404

ATTORNEYS
James G. Ahlberg
501 6th Ave.
815.562.4443
ahlberglaw.net

Hewitt & Wagner - Attorneys at Law
1124 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.2704
hewitt-wagner.com

Fearer, Nye & Chadwick
420 Fourth Avenue
815.562.2456
fnclaw.com

AUTOMOTIVE
Atlas Auto
1400 N 7th St.
815.562.7433 

Jeff Perry of Rochelle
1260 N 7th St.
815.562.8787 • jeffperryauto.com

Prescott Brothers Ford
620 S 7th St.
815.562.2177 • prescottbrothersford.com

Zip’s Auto Body , Inc
1033 S 7th St.
815.562.5133 • zipsautobody.com

COMMUNITY SERVICES
Flagg Township Museum
518 4th Ave
815.562.3040

Hub City Senior Center
401 Cherry Ave
815.562.5050
hubcityseniorcenter.com

Rochelle Chamber Of Commerce
501 Sixth Avenue
815.562.4189
therochellechamber.com

V.F.W Post 3878
318 4th Ave
815.562.3878
www.vfw.org

RMU
333 Lincoln Highway
815.562.4155
www.rmu.net

COUNSELING
Changes Counseling, LLC
604 N Main St
815.501-2088
changescounselingllc.com

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT
Acres Bistro & Scalehouse Lounge
407 Lincoln Hwy
815.762.8212 • acresbistro.com

Aldo’s Pizzeria and The Red Brick Pub
418 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.3456 • aldospizzaandpubrochelle.restaurant

Alfano’s Pizzeria & Italian Restaurant
1115 Turkington Terrace
815.562.3312 • alfanospizza.com

Grubsteakers Restaurant
14698 IL-64
815.562.3430 • grubsteakers-restaurant.business.site

 

Kenny’s Place
411 Cherry Ave
815.562.6568

Rosati’s
1233 N. Caron Rd.
815.562.5000

T-Byrd Lanes
1172 Lincoln Hwy • 815.562.4822 • tbyrdlanes.com

Vince’s Pizza & Family Restaurant
1071 North 7th st.
815.562.7300
vincespizzainrochelle.com

FINANCIAL SERVICES
Brown’s Tax Service
516 4th Ave.
Carolyn Brown • Jade Brown • Marilyn Oropeza
815.561.6861

Central Illinois  Loans
310 Eagle Dr
815.561.4035
centralillinoisloans.com

First State Bank
304 E Hwy 38
815.562.2200
firststatebank.biz

Grant Cooper CPA
418 Cherry Ave., Rochelle
815.562.7083
115 N. 1st St., DeKalb
815.756.4440
grantcoopercpa.com

Stillman Bank
455 IL-38
815.562.7071
stillmanbank.com

Edward Jones - Will McLachlan
1122 Lincoln Highway
815.562.5563 
EdwardJones.com

Holcomb Bank
233 IL-38
815.562.3838 
holcomb.bank
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE • HILLCREST • CRESTON • STEWARD • KINGS • ASHTON

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALEMISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 15TH 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
OGLE COUNTY, 

ILLINOIS 
IN THE MATTER OF THE ES-
TATE OF: VIOLET L. HALL, 
Deceased 
CASE NO.:   2023 PR 3

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the 
death of Violet L. Hall.  Let-
ters of Office were issued 
on January 12, 2023 to 
Richard Hall, Jr. at 20003 
E. Quarry Road, Esmond, 
IL 60129, who is the le-
gal representative for the 
estate.  The attorney for 
the estate is James Hursh, 
Guyer & Enichen, P.C., 2601 
Reid Farm Road, Suite B, 
Rockford, IL 61114.  
Claims against the estate 
may be filed on or before 
July 18, 2023, that date be-
ing at least six (6) months 
from the date of first pub-
lication, or within three (3) 
months from the date of 
mailing or delivery of No-
tice to creditors, if mailing 
or delivery is required by 
Section 5/18-3 of the Illi-
nois Probate Act, 1975 as 
amended, whichever date 
is later.  Any claim not filed 
by the requisite date stat-
ed above shall be barred.
Claims against the estate 
may be filed in the office 
of the Ogle County Cir-
cuit Clerk, Probate Divi-
sion, at the Ogle County 
Courthouse, 106 S. 5th 
Street, Suite 300, Oregon, 
IL 61061, or with the es-
tate’s legal representative, 
or both. 
Copies of claims filed with 
the Circuit Clerk’s Office, 
Probate Division, must be 
mailed or delivered to the 
estate’s legal representa-
tive and to his/her attor-
ney within ten days after it 
has been filed.
DATED: January 18, 2023 
James P. Hursh, #6230997 
Guyer & Enichen, P.C.
2601 Reid Farm Road  
Rockford, IL 61114 
815.636.9600 
jhursh@guyerlaw.com
By:   Guyer & Enichen, P.C. 
By:   /s/ James P. Hursh
Attorney for Independent 
Executor
No. 0115
(Jan. 18, 25 and Feb. 1, 
2023)

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking for 
money in advance.

105  105  
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking for 
money in advance.”

113  113  
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone can’t 
ask you to pay for credit 
before you get it. For more 
information, call toll-free 
1-877-FTC-HELP. A public 
service message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119   119   
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking for 
money in advance.”

127  127  
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

Furman’s Lawn Care and 
Tree Work. Fall clean up, 

gutters and more. Fully 
insured. In business 
since 1999. Rochelle and 
surrounding areas. Call 
Jeremy Furman at 815-
761-9619. Please leave a 
message, will return call 
ASAP.

201  201  
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, unless 
licensed or holding a 
permit as a childcare 
facility, may cause 
to be published any 
advertisement soliciting 
a child care service. A 
childcare facility that is 
licensed or operating 
under a permit issued by 
the Illinois Department 
of Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
its care.

301  301  
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.com

ANTIQUES WANTED: I 
pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, I’m 
interested in looking! Call 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.com

307  307  
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 815-562-
4171 (8AM-NOON ONLY) 
Rochelle News Leader.  

SPLIT firewood for sale. 
Contact 779-251-0254. 
(02-13-23)

309  309  
PETS AND SUPPLIESPETS AND SUPPLIES

Free Kittens to good 
homes. Call 815-503-
1881. (02-15-23)

405  405  
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein 
is subject to the 
Federal Fair Housing 
Act, which makes it 
illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We will 
not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of 
the law. All persons are 
hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are 
available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

505  505  
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
PROPERTY FOR PROPERTY FOR 
RENTRENT

Office Spaces for Rent. 
1054 Lincoln Hwy.,  
Rochelle. Call 630-544-
9673

509 509 
HOUSES FOR RENTHOUSES FOR RENT

3 BEDROOM, 2 bath 
home on 2 acres in Rural 
Steward. $1,400.00. Call 
815-298-9300. (02/12/23)

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-874-2257

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW, USED  
SCRATCH & DENT

• Refrigerators • Freezers 
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

11222020
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ON THE FARM

09
26

20
22

• Shingled Roofs

• Flat Roofs

• Metal Roofs for Farm Facilities

• Residential & Commercial Roofing

RESIDENTIAL 
FLATWORK, 
CONCRETE 

DRIVEWAYS & 
FOUNDATIONS

FREE  
ESTIMATES

200 Steward Road
Rochelle, IL

800-262-1680

KubotaUSA.com
*2020 Progressive Farmer Reader Insights Award for Fewest Reported Problems Overall in the category of Small Tractor (Under 100 Horse Power). Award based on 2020 
Progressive Farmer Readers Insights Tractors Study.  © Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2021. This material is for descriptive purposes only. Kubota disclaims all representations 
and warranties, express or implied, or any liability from the use of this material. For complete warranty, safety and product information, consult your local Kubota dealer. For the 
complete disclaimer, go to KubotaUSA.com/disclaimers and see the posted disclaimer.

877.613.3050 or 815-562-8777
104 Oak Ave., Rochelle, IL     mortonbuildings.com

BUILT FOR GENERATIONS

• Residential • Farm • Equestrian 
• Commercial • Community • Repairs

09042018

STORE HOURS:
M-F 8am-Noon, 

1pm-5pm

Discover The Difference. Call Today!

THE agricultur-
al workforce is 
shrinking, and 

has been for some time. The 
American Farm Bureau 
Federation estimates there 
are roughly 2.4 million 
farm jobs that need to be 
filled annually, but there 
has been a drastic decline 
in workers each year.

There are a number of 
reasons for the shortages. 
The AFBF says more than 
73 percent of farm workers 
are immigrants from South 
America and Mexico. 
While the United States’ 
H2-A visa program, which 
allows employers who 
meet specific requirements 
to bring foreign laborers in 
for temporary work, has 
increased the number of 
accepted applications for 
immigrants to 250,000, this 
number is still just a drop 
in the bucket in terms of 
labor needs. 

Another factor is a ca-
reer in agriculture isn’t 
always easy or lucrative. 
According to the U.S De-
partment of Agriculture, for 
every dollar spent on food, 
a farmer receives only 7.6 
cents. Farmers were pre-
dicted to lose 9.7 percent 
of total net income in 2021. 

Declining interest in the 
field has also affected the 
number of farm workers. 
As more farm operators 
reach retirement age, fewer 

How labor shortages are affecting agriculture

young farmers are replacing 
them due to volatile pricing, 
high real estate and land 
costs, steep initial machin-
ery investment costs, and 
other factors. The physical 
demand of the industry also 
takes its toll. So what does 
this mean for the agricul-
tural industry?

Many with knowledge of 
the industry indicate sweep-
ing changes are warranted. 
Ellen Poeschi, the project 

director for the National 
Association of Agricultural 
Educators Teach Ag cam-
paign, has said that a lack 
of agricultural education is 
contributing to the problem. 
Increasing availability of ag 
education courses across 
the country could build 
interest in the industry. 
Connecting students to 
internships or mentors may 
help, too. 

Another option is to 

rally for greater economic 
opportunities in agriculture. 
The ag industry in general 
needs to find ways to make 
the economic benefits more 
competitive to other in-
dustries, and improve the 
working conditions and 
job flexibility. Agricul-
tural industries currently 
average only 60 percent of 
what other industries offer 
in salaries. Farm wages 
have been rising due to 

the H-2A program, which 
requires farm worker pay 
to be higher than the state/
federal minimum wage. 
More change is needed, but 
this may have to come at the 
federal level or be sparked 
by efforts on the part of ag-
ricultural advocacy groups.

Additional strategies 
farm operators can em-
ploy to combat shortages 
are: scaling back farm 
operations; integrating ag 

technology to reduce labor 
burdens; pivoting to crops 
that require fewer laborers; 
leasing portions of land to 
have extra money; employ-
ing temporary guest work-
ers; and moving operations 
abroad.

Worker shortages con-
tinue to be problematic for 
the agricultural industry. A 
greater focus on remedy-
ing the issue is needed on 
a grand scale.

CLIMATE change 
poses a threat to 
various indus-

tries, not the least of which 
is the agricultural sector. 
Agricultural industry insid-
ers recognize that the chang-
ing climate has been forcing 
farmers and agricultural 
organizations to adapt and 
adjust for decades, and that 
need to be flexible won’t 
change in the years to come.

One of the changes 
many farmers may consider 
in coming years, if they 
haven’t already, is a pivot 
to regenerative agriculture 
practices. Regenerative 
agriculture could have a pro-
found impact on the world 
over the next half century, 
so now may be a great time 
to gain an understanding of 
the practice.

Regenerative agriculture 
is a production system that 
focuses on reducing water 
usage and other inputs as 
part of a larger attempt to 
prevent land degradation 
and deforestation. Accord-
ing to the organization 
Green America®, regenera-
tive agriculture is designed 
to harness the power of 
photosynthesis in plants to 
sequester carbon in the soil. 
The ability to do that can 
improve soil health, crop 
yields, water resilience, and 
nutrient density.

GreenAmerica® notes 
that regenerative agriculture 
draws down atmospheric 
carbon dioxide. That’s a sig-
nificant benefit, as Climate.
gov, which is a product of 
various departments within 
the National Ocean and At-

mospheric Administration, 
reports that adding more 
carbon dioxide to the envi-
ronment is causing global 
temperatures to rise. In 
fact, observations from the 
NOAA Global Monitoring 
Lab in 2021 revealed that 
carbon dioxide alone was 
responsible for about two-
thirds of the total heating 
influence of all human-
produced greenhouse gases. 
GreenAmerica® reports 
that, at scale, regenerative 
agriculture could help to 
reverse the climate crisis by 
drawing down atmospheric 
carbon dioxide.

Another reason to con-
sider regenerative agricul-
ture is its connection to 
topsoil. GreenAmerica® 
reports that the world is on 
the cusp of running out of 

The basics of regenerative agriculture
topsoil, which is vital to 
growing food. Regenerative 
agriculture rebuilds topsoil, 
which can lead to greater 
food security across the 
globe. 

Regenerative agriculture 
practices include the usage 

of cover crops, a reduction 
in tilling, crop rotation, 
and spreading compost. 
GreenAmerica® notes that 
regenerative agriculture 
practitioners also avoid the 
use of synthetic fertilizers, 
pesticides, herbicides, and 

factory farming.
As the climate crisis 

continues to challenge the 
agricultural sector, regen-
erative agriculture could 
help farmers and the larger 
industry successfully con-
front those issues.
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Luxton went 7-for-9 on 
free throws in the fourth 
quarter alone, while se-
nior forward Raul Aguirre 
backed his way toward the 
basket for a pair of layups 
to help the Hubs seal their 
conference win. Aguirre 

finished with nine points, 
while Tracey recorded 
eight points and Lodico 
added seven points. Se-
nior Colton O’Rorke went 
4-for-4 on fourth-quarter 
free throws in the win.

Stillman Valley
The Rochelle Hub var-

sity basketball team fell 
just short in its attempt 
for back-to-back non-
conference wins Thurs-
day evening, when Owen 
Dunseth carried Stillman 
Valley with 29 points as 
the Cardinals held off the 
Hubs 62-57. Rochelle (7-
15, 2-8 Interstate 8) held 

a one-point lead entering 
the fourth quarter, where 
Stillman Valley outscored 
the Hubs 19-13 to seal the 
win. Sophomore Carson 
Lewis led Rochelle with 15 
points and five rebounds.

While the Hubs domi-
nated the offensive glass, 
outrebounding Stillman 

Valley 14-4 on the offen-
sive end, Rochelle shot 
only 37.9 percent from the 
field and finished 5-for-20 
from 3-point range as well 
as 8-for-17 from the free-
throw line. The Hubs capi-
talized on their offensive 
rebounds, outscoring the 
Cardinals 12-1 on second 

chance points. Junior Eli 
Luxton recorded 13 points, 
four rebounds and two 
steals for the Hubs, while 
senior Raul Aguirre had 11 
points and seven rebounds.

Rochelle will host Ot-
tawa for an Interstate 8 
Conference game on Fri-
day at 7 p.m.

BOYS: Hubs concede close loss against Stillman Valley

SPORTS
RTHS Cheerleading

Lady Hubs conclude competitive season at IHSA Belvidere North Sectional on Saturday afternoon
The Rochelle Township High School varsity cheerleading team competed in the IHSA Sectional at Belvidere North on Saturday, finishing 13th out of 17 schools in 

the Medium Division with a 77.97 score. The team includes Rivers Estock, Ava Albers, Jasmynn Lipscomb, Anna Harvey, McKenna Cook, Rylee Jackson, Baylie Sutton, 
Ayla Walker, Ava Lynn, Morgan Smardo, Lauryn Akey, Riley White and Zoe White. The team is coached by Trish Rodeghero and Mychaela Hurst.

Registrations now open for 2023 Rochelle Little League season
ROCHELLE — Sign-

ups for the 2023 Rochelle 
Little League season are 
now open. Divisions in-
clude Co-Ed Tee Ball (Ages 
4-6), Co-Ed Rookie League 
(Ages 5-7), Boys Minor 
League (Ages 7-10), Boys 
Major League (Ages 10-
12), Boys Junior League 
(Ages 13-14), Boys Senior 
League (Ages 15-16), Girls 
Minor League (Ages 7-10), 
Girls Major League (Ages 
10-12), Girls Junior League 

(Ages 13-14) and Girls Se-
nior League (Ages 15-16).

Tee Ball and Rookie 
League divisions do not 
have tryouts. Teams will be 
selected once registrations 
are closed and informa-
tion will be sent out to the 
players. Junior and Senior 
leagues will be selected 
once registrations are closed 
and more information will 
be sent out to registered 
players regarding a poten-
tial evaluation day prior 

to selecting teams. Parents 
are encouraged to register 
now so RLL can start team 
building and get a look at 
possible team sizes.

RLL encourages every-
one at all age levels to regis-
ter early. Once registrations 
are closed, RLLwill not be 
accepting anymore players. 
RLL will be taking walk-in 
paper registrations at each 
tryout date as well. Cash 
or check will be the only 
forms of payment accepted 

for walk-ins.
Boys & Girls Minor/Ma-

jor Tryouts will be held at 
The REC Center (802 Jones 
Road). Players league age 
7-9 that were not on a Minor 
League team last season will 
be required to attend one of 
the listed tryout dates. All 
league age 10 players are 
required to attend one of 
the listed tryout dates un-
less you played on a Major 
League team last season.

 If you are league age 11-

12 and were not on a Major 
League team last season, 
you will be required to at-
tend one of the tryout dates 
listed. Please arrive around 
20 minutes early to allow 
time to check in and receive 
your tryout number.

Friday, Feb. 3, 7-9 p.m.: 
Girls Softball (all age groups 
7-12) will tryout from 7-8 
p.m. and Boys Baseball (all 
age groups 7-12) will tryout 
from 8-9 p.m.

Saturday Feb. 11, 2-5pm: 

Girls Softball (all age groups 
7-12) will tryout from 2-3:30 
p.m. and Boys Baseball (all 
age groups 7-12) will tryout 
from 3:30-5 p.m.

Sunday Feb. 19, 12:30-
2:30 p.m.: Girls Softball 
(all age groups 7-12) will 
tryout from12:30-1:30 p.m. 
and boys baseball (all age 
groups 7-12) will tryout 
from 1:30-2:30 p.m.

Registrations are open 
online at www.rochellelit-
tleleague.com.
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