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DIXON — Maxwell DeForest wanted a trumpet for his seventh 
birthday.

Eleven years later, the Dixon teen is now applying to prestigious music 
schools including the likes of The Juilliard School in New York and The 
Curtis Institute of Music in Philadelphia. He joined the Rockford Youth 
Symphony Orchestra at age nine and the Chicago Youth Symphony 
Orchestra when he was a freshman in high school. 

“Starting to play trumpet at seven is a lot younger than most,” DeForest 
said. “I was told, ‘Ah, he’ll try to play it for maybe a month or two and 
he’ll quit.’ I was young at the time when I auditioned for CYSO and 
many in it were juniors and seniors. Some were sophomores and there’s 
a few freshmen in it now. But it’s weird looking back now that I was 
once them. They’re very little. I toured with CYSO around Europe to 
Leipzig, Berlin, Prague and Vienna. I had a blast doing that.”

See MUSIC page 2

DeForest looking for his next stage after 
trumpet talent began at age 7

Dixon musician: ‘Hearing the crowd react, stand and clap is just the best’

STILLMAN VAL-
LEY — The Illinois State 
Board of Education has 
announced its 2023 Those 
Who Excel and Teacher 
of the Year awardees and 
would like to extend their 
sincere congratulations to 
Dr. Joe Mullikin on receiv-
ing the Award of Excel-
lence in the administration 
category. Dr. Mullikin is 
currently the principal of 
Highland Elementary in 
the Meridian 223 School 
District. 

“I am incredibly hon-
ored to have been recog-
nized by the Illinois State 
Board of Education,” Mul-
likin said. “Receiving an 
Award of Excellence is a 
high honor and I am proud 
to be a Cardinal and look 
forward to continuing to 
support our district in its 
path toward meeting our 
vision and mission.”

Dr. Mullikin started 
his teaching career in the 
Meridian 223 School Dis-
trict as a student teacher.  
He returned to teach four 
years as a science teacher 
at Stillman Valley High 
School. He began as prin-
cipal of Highland for the 
2017-2018 school year. 
He has been selected as 

Meridian District’s Mullikin receives ISBE 
Award of Excellence in administration
‘I am incredibly honored to have been recognized’

the next superintendent 
of Meridian 223 School 
District and has begun 
working in the position of 
principal and assistant su-
perintendent before tran-
sitioning into the MCUSD 
223 Superintendent in the 
summer of 2024. 

“Dr. Mullikin is an 
incredible asset to our 
school community,” 
current Meridian 223 

Superintendent, Dr. PJ 
Caposey, said. “A dis-
tinction such as this val-
idates his work, but only 
confirms what we have 
known in Meridian for 
a long time. Dr. Mullikin 
is an absolutely excellent 
educator who does his 
very best to serve kids 
every single day.”

See AWARD page 3

Dr. Joe Mullikin of the Meridian School District re-
cently received the Illinois State Board of Education’s 
Award of Excellence in administration. Mullikin is 
currently the principal of Highland Elementary and 
will be the district’s next superintendent. (Courtesy 
photo)

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

OGLE COUNTY — 
Ogle County Farm Bu-
reau Manager Ron Kern 
said Jan. 30 that “quite 
a few” county farmers 
have installed their own 
solar panels to help with 
operations. 

While Kern said he 
didn’t have a ballpark 
number of Ogle County 
farms utilizing solar, 
farmers have put them 
to use for powering 
livestock buildings and 
running dryers and fans 
when working with grain. 

“There’s a savings be-
cause you’re in essence 
generating your own 
electricity,” Kern said. “I 
imagine your electrical 

costs are stable, because 
you’re generating your 
own and there’s no grid 
you really have to go on 
because it’s right there 
on your own operation. 
A lot of farmers are 
going in that direction. 
It seems like it’s saving 
them money on their 
energy costs.”

Farming operations 
requiring large amounts 
of energy to run have 
caused Ogle County farm-
ers to look for ways to 
reduce power costs, es-
pecially with electricity 
costs up in the market and 
rising natural gas prices, 
along with other higher 
input costs for those in the 
agricultural industry.

See FARM page 3

Ogle County 
farmers 
utilizing more 
solar power

‘I think we’ll see more farmers 
using it in the future’
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DeForest has been a finalist each year at the National 
Trumpet Competition. He’s also a part of community or-
chestras at Northern Illinois University, where he’s taken 
trumpet lessons since he was eight, along with the Kish-
waukee Symphony Orchestra in DeKalb. 

DeForest credits his trumpet trajectory to the support of 
his teachers, including his first, Jim Green, who was the 
only one that would take him on at the young age of seven. 
DeForest has also learned under NIU Professor Dr. Mark 
Ponzo, RYSO Conductor Linc Smelser, RYSO Principal 
Mark Baldin and Dr. Karl Sievers, a retired Oklahoma 
professor who teaches him remotely. 

DeForest’s parents, David and Carla, own DeForest 
Dental in Oregon and spent time over the years driving 
him to lessons and performances in DeKalb, Rockford, 
Chicago and more. Carla put 398,000 miles on one of the 
family vehicles. 

“The most difficult part was that Maxwell spent an 
extensive amount of time in the car,” Carla said. “But he 
enjoyed playing. It was the car rides he didn’t like. He en-
joys the music aspect of it, even though he might not want 
to get up for an early audition or recital. He comes home 
sometimes at 11 p.m. or midnight because the rehearsal 
in Chicago went to 10 p.m. This is why we do all of that, 
because he is auditioning at the best schools in the world 
and he’s got a chance.”

Maxwell’s college application process started in July 
of last year with essays. He narrowed his desired music 
schools to a list of 12 or 13. Most of the schools request a 
professional recording for applications. He got a call back 
from each school he applied to and he’ll perform for those 
schools in person across the country in coming weeks. 

Carla called the rigor of the application process “unbe-
lievable.” Maxwell called the music craft “one of the most 
competitive out there.” His trips will include San Francisco, 
Frost School of Music in Miami, Berklee College of Music 
and New England Conservatory of Music in Boston, The 
Juilliard School in New York and Curtis Institute of Music 
in Philadelphia.

“Everyone at my high school is talking about their 
college plans and committing,” Maxwell said. “And I’m 
still auditioning. I won’t know for another few months. 
It’s a lot right now and really busy. I’m doing auditions 

left and right. I like the teacher the most at Julliard. His 
name is Chris Martin and he’s the principal trumpet of the 
New York Philharmonic. He played the Lincoln solo in the 
movie Lincoln. That was really awesome and him being 
my favorite teacher makes Julliard my favorite school. I 
like the professor at Curtis Institute of Music as well. Curtis 
is more exclusive and Juilliard and will only take less than 
five students this year. They take 2.2 percent of students 
each year.”

Maxwell’s career plans include securing a trumpet 
performance degree in school, sitting in a chair in a major 
orchestra and teaching at a major university to young 
people like him. 

The chance to tour in Europe with the CYSO was 
Maxwell’s favorite opportunity that his trumpet talent has 
brought.

“It was so much fun,” Maxwell said. “It was such a busy 
schedule, but I really felt like a professional musician and I 

really liked it. Sure, it was busy and tiring. But I think back 
and it was one of the greatest times ever.”

Maxwell attends high school at Newman Central Catholic 
High School in Sterling. The school doesn’t have a band 
program, so it allows him to practice trumpet three hours 
a day between classes as an elective. He’s also performed 
the national anthem at Newman sporting events and plays 
the piano, another talent of his, at school masses. 

When he’s not playing music, Maxwell has spent time 
on Newman’s cross country team and enjoys playing video 
games online with friends and being outdoors. 

Maxwell often struggles with the question of why he 
chose the trumpet as his instrument. His best answer is 
that he enjoys making music and challenging himself. He 
believes he’s lucky because of the fact that he can play any 
style, such as jazz, classical or pop.

“I don’t want to be limited to a typical style,” Maxwell 
said. “I don’t want to be just a jazz player, classical player or 
pop player. I want to do everything. I don’t want to be limited 
in my abilities. I want to be able to please every audience. 
I think that’s my ultimate goal, just being able to share my 
music with everybody.”

Carla called Maxwell’s trumpet career “a family com-
mitment.” She said the rest of the family rarely sees him on 
Sundays because he’s gone all day. She believes the oppor-
tunity to perform is what drives her son. 

“I love the audience,” Maxwell said. “Hearing the crowd 
react, stand and clap is just the best.”

LOCAL NEWS

WELL WOMAN
Did you know...

1 in 8 women will develop breast cancer in 
their lifetime.

Why wait? Get screened today!
The IL Breast & Cervical Cancer Program 

(IBCCP) provides FREE mammograms, Pap/
HPV test for women ages 21-64.

Porque’ Esperor?
Un examen de seno puede saluarte

Lavida
GRATIS Mamografias para mujeres  

de edad 40 to 64
GRATIS Papanicolaou y examen de senos

para jujeres de edad 21 to 64,
Programa de Cancer en Los Senos y 

Cerviz de Illinois
Usted puede calificar si usted es...

-Es residente del noroeste de Illinois
-Sin sequro/sequro limitado

WISEWOMAN
1 in 3 women die of heart disease each year.

The WISEWOMAN program can help by
providing women, ages 40-64, FREE
cholesterol and glucose labs, health

coaching sessions, and optional 
memberships to WeightWatchers or TOPS.

 El Programa WISEWOMAN de Illinois y el
Programa contra el Cancer de Mama y de
Cuello Uterino de Illinois ofrecen una uisita

combinada al consultorio, donde las
mujeres que cumplan con Los requisitos
pueden recibir pruebas de deteccion de

cardiopatias (que incluyen presion arterial,
glucosa y colesterol) , cancer de mama y

cancer de cuello uterino en una solo uisito
sencilla.

For qualifying information, call 1-866-590-8499
IBCCP is adminstered by the Stephenson County Health Department and funded in part by the IllinoisDepartment of Public Health.

Well Woman es administrado por el Departamento de Salud del Condado de Stephenson y fundado en parte el departamento de salud publica de Illinois
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Stillman Valley
Slots and Full Bar!

KING OF DIAMONDS

102 W. Wilson St., Stillman Valley
815-645-7083 • www.facebook.com/blackdiamondgamingsv
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DRAWING 

MUSIC: DeForest will audition for colleges over coming weeks 

Dixon teen Maxwell DeForest is pictured at the Juil-
liard School in New York, one of the prestigious mu-
sic schools he’s currently applying to for his talent of 
playing the trumpet. (Courtesy photo)

“I don’t want to be just a jazz 
player, classical player or pop 
player. I want to do everything. 
I don’t want to be limited in my 
abilities. I want to be able to 
please every audience. I think 
that’s my ultimate goal, just 
being able to share my music 
with everybody.”

Maxwell DeForest

dickersonnieman.comhomeshomes Ogle County’s Real Estate Market Leader! 

BYRON
220 W. 3rd St.

OREGON
113 S. 4th St.

(815)234-5133 (815)732-3365

MAYDELL LESSEN
DESIGNATED MANAGING BROKER

(815) 622-4619

BRAD AUKER
(815) 978-0018

DOROTHY BOWERS
(815) 985-3264

SHARON BOWERS
(815) 757-7462

LYRAH AUSTIN-BUSHNELL
(815) 218-0059

TIFFANY CRAVATTA
(815) 988-4388

RANDY CRIDDLE
(815) 871-4004

TERRY CRIDDLE
(815) 871-2006

DANA DAUB
(815) 440-2835

KAYLA HESLOP
(815) 222-9771

SEAN HOSSEINI 
(815) 200-8490

MIKE LONG
(815) 761-4741

CHRIS SNYDER
(815) 494-7857

705 Clay Street, Oregon

$164,900 dickersonnieman.com/202207548
MOVE IN READY! 3 bedroom, 2 bath home with 1.5 car attached 
garage on nice corner lot. New kitchen and appliances, wood burning 
fireplace in family room, some new windows and other updates.

MAYDELL LESSEN & DANA DAUB
(815) 622-4619 & (815) 440-2835

000 Harvest Drive, Byron

Starting at $69,000 dickersonnieman.com/201701914
BEAUTIFUL BYRON SUBDIVISION! Large lots, city water 
& sewer. No Impact fees. Building packages open to all 
builders. Builder assistance available. Developer approval 
required. Remaining lots are either full or partial exposure.  

CHRIS SNYDER
(815) 494-7857

402 E. Brayton Road, Mount Morris

$135,000 dickersonnieman.com/202206586
SPACIOUS 2 STORY! 3 bedroom, 1 bath home. Large rooms, 3 
season porch, wood floors, oversized 4 car garage - 40x27 with 3 
overhead doors. Some replacement windows. Property sold “AS IS”.

DANA DAUB & MAYDELL LESSEN
(815) 440-2835 & (815) 622-4619
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“It’s not like putting 
panels on the roof of 
your home or in your 
backyard,” Kern said. 
“It takes a lot of energy 
to run a farm. To be able 
to install solar panels 
like that and generate 
your own power and 
understand your costs, 
it’s probably going to 
save you money in the 
long run.”

Kern believes Ogle 
County will see more 
farmers utilizing solar 
panels in the future, 
especially due to move-
ments on the state and 
federal levels towards 
more tax credits for 
those that utilize renew-
able energy.

“I know they’re al-
ready talking about dif-
ferent tax credits in 
Springfield this year 
for people that are using 
renewable energy,” Kern 
said. “If you start putting 
incentives out there for 
people to convert to solar 
and that type of thing, 
I think you’ll see a lot 
more of it.”

In a different way, so-
lar panels are also being 
seen in Ogle County in 
developments such as 
the one in Mt. Morris 
with farmers and/or 
landowners leasing their 
land to developers for 

large-scale solar proj-
ects to put power onto 
the electric grid. 

Kern said there are 
currently “dozens” of 
solar companies across 
the state looking to do 
that work and much of 
the county and state 
would lend itself well 

to a development like 
that, unlike wind power 
developments, which 
are usually only seen in 
windier areas that lend 
themselves best to them. 

“With larger solar 
developments, it comes 
down to where they’d 
like to do a project and 
working with landown-
ers to see if anyone is 
interested,” Kern said. 
“And if they are, you 
start  developing the 
project and take it to the 
county to get it zoned. 
There’s a lot of interest 
in it.  It’s no differ-
ent than anything else. 
Some landowners are 
very interested in it and 
some have no interest in 
it at all. It’s a personal 
preference of those with 
private property.”

Leasing land for a 
solar farm is another 
way to diversify income 
for farmers, if the land 
is available for it and it 
wouldn’t disrupt desired 
operations.

“If you’re possibly 
an older farmer that’s 
maybe looking to retire, 
it’s a pretty decent in-
come that you probably 
wouldn’t make on farm-
ing,” Kern said. “There’s 
certainly economic ben-
efits to it for folks. It’s 
just a matter of whether 
it fits in with what they 
want to do or not.”

LOCAL NEWS

WE UNDERSTAND THE IMPORTANCE OF  
EXPERIENCE, GROWTH, LOCAL DECISIONS AND 

LONGEVITY IN YOUR FARMING BUSINESS.

What can we do for you?
• Land Purchase
• Operating
• Equipment
• Risk Management Crop Insurance
815-857-3625, ext. 5306

Todd Muur - NMLS#591637 - Dixon
Susan Gomez - NMLS#1027602 - Amboy
Chas Cross - NMLS#1846547 - Monroe Center
Sarah Wiersema - NMLS#2041883 - Amboy
David Lloyd - NMLS#1069858 - Franklin Grove
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The First National Bank in Amboy
Amboy • Dixon   
Franklin Grove • Monroe Center
www.fnbamboy.com

From page 1

ISBE received a record number of 
nominations and applications for the 
2023 Those Who Excel & Teacher of the 
Year Awards. A committee of adminis-
trators, teachers, educational service 
personnel, student support personnel 
and past Illinois Teachers of the Year 
selected this year’s awardees. ISBE’s 
annual Those Who Excel & Teacher of 
the Year Awards celebrate incredible 
classroom teachers, administrators, 
teams, volunteers and school support 
personnel who have made lasting 
impacts on the students, families, 
and fellow educators in their school 
communities.

Since 1970, the Illinois State Board 
of Education has sponsored the Those 
Who Excel & Teacher of the Year 
program to honor educators who have 
made significant contributions to our 
state’s public and nonpublic elementary 
and secondary schools. Awards are pre-
sented in seven categories: classroom 
teachers, early career educators (teach-
ers 1-4 years), school administrators, 
student support personnel, educational 
service personnel, community volun-
teers and teams. Application materials 
are evaluated by a selection committee 
composed of individuals who represent 
a variety of educational organizations. 
All awardees are honored at an annual 
banquet in the spring.

AWARD: Mullikin honored

FARM: Kern expects more 
Ogle County farmers to 
utilize solar

“With 
larger solar 
developments, 
it comes 
down to 
where they’d 
like to do a 
project and 
working with 
landowners to 
see if anyone 
is interested.”

Ron Kern

MT. MORRIS — The winter quarter 
donation from 100 Women Who Care of 
Ogle County was awarded to the Loaves 
and Fish Food Pantry of Mt. Morris.

Loaves and Fish Food Pantry is locat-
ed on the lower level of the Mt. Morris 
Church of the Brethren at 409 W. Brayton 
Road and is open on the first and third 
Thursdays from 3:30-6:00 p.m. and on 
the second and fourth Mondays from 
2-4:30 p.m.

Anyone experiencing food insecurity 
is eligible to receive food. No referral or 
proof of income or residency is required. 
The pantry is a 501c3 organization that 
depends on community donations to feed 
our neighbors. They are totally volunteer 
run and a member agency of the Northern 
Illinois Food Bank.

100 Women Who care has a current 

membership of 67 members from all 
ends of Ogle County.  There are only four 
meetings per year, one meeting in each 
season. Members nominate charities for 
the award and a representative must make 
a presentation concerning what they will 
use the money for.

The members then vote on the charity 
they feel is the most deserving. Each 
member donates a $100 check made out 
to the winning charity, and 100 percent 
of the money goes directly to the charity.

100 WWC of Ogle County has only 
been in existence for three years, and in 
that time they have donated $35,400 to 
local charities in Ogle County.

If you would like more information 
about this organization contact Deanna 
Forrest at forrrestdede5@gmail.com or 
check out our Facebook page.

100 Women Who Care of 
Ogle County donates to 
Loaves and Fish Food Pantry

Back row from left to right: Deanna Forrest, April Bold, Arlene Sangmeister, 
Linda Graber and Jennifer Bakener. Front row left to right:  Barb Diehl, director 
of Loaves and Fish of Mr. Morris, Lori Wolff, volunteer coordinator of Loaves and 
Fish and Jan Francis, founder and director of Loaves and Fish.

OREGON  — The 
Ogle County Solid Waste 
Management Depart-
ment (OCSWMD) 
will be hosting 
a residential 
electronics 
r e c y c l i n g 
event on Fri-
day, Feb. 24 
from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. at 
909 Pines Road 
in Oregon.

This event is for 
Ogle County residents 
only and a free permit 
is required in advance 
of the event. To ob-
tain a free permit call 
815-732-4020 or email 
solidwaste@oglecoun-
tyil.gov and provide 
your name, address, 
phone number and email 
address by 4 p.m. on 
Thursday, Feb. 23. 

Accepted items in-
clude all televisions and 
computer monitors, com-

puters, computer 
hardware and 

cables,  lap-
tops, tablets, 
cell phones, 
p r i n t e r s , 
FA X  m a -
chines, scan-

ners, shred-
ders (no tubs), 

copiers ,  v ideo 
gaming equipment, 

DVD/VCR’s,  cable/
satellite boxes, stereo 
equipment, radios, digi-
tal clocks, cameras, cal-
culators, phone systems, 
holiday light strands, 
extension cords, re-
chargeable batteries, 
printer ink cartridges, 
CD/DVDs and CFL 
bulbs. Microwave ovens 
accepted for $5 per unit. 

Cash or check accepted. 
Limit seven (7) large 

or bulky items per permit 
and one permit per coun-
ty household per month. 
Business or institutional 
electronic materials not 
accepted at these events. 
Business or institutional 
electronics are accepted 
by the OCSWMD via a 
separate program. Call 
the number above for 
more information and 
pricing for business elec-
tronic recycling, and to 
make an appointment for 
drop off of the materials 
to be recycled. 

For more information 
about this recycling 
event call the OCSWMD 
at the number above, 
visit www.oglecountyil.
gov, or on Facebook at 
Ogle County Solid Waste 
Management Dept.

County hosting residential 
electronics recycling event Feb. 24

Byron CUSD 226 
Board of Education Vacancy

 

Please submit your Letter of Interest 
and qualifications to:

Mr. Buster Barton
by February 22, 2023 by mailing to 

Byron CUSD 226, 696 North Colfax 
Street, Byron, IL 61010

Attn: Superintendent’s Office
Or email  to

bbarton@byron226.org
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LOCAL NEWS
Obituaries

Any arrests listed in this paper are merely 
charges and the defendants are presumed 
innocent unless proven guilty in a court 
of law.
Please note that all police reports 
received from the Oregon Police, Byron 

Police, Polo Police, Mt. Morris Police, the 
Ogle County Sheriff’s Department and the 
Illinois State Police, will be printed without 
exception.
Requests to omit particular reports will not 
be considered or honored at any time.
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OREGON — John W. Ebens, 84, died 
Monday, Feb. 6 at the Serenity Hospice and 
Home near Oregon. He was born Jan. 13, 
1939 near Oregon the son of John 
and Mildred (Tillett) Ebens. 

He graduated from Oregon High 
School in 1957. John married Violet 
Draege in June of 1958 at the Chana 
United Methodist Church. He first 
worked at Carnation Condensed 
Milk Factory in Oregon for a few 
years, then worked for Wood Broth-
ers Manufacturing for over 15 years. 
He worked as a rural mail carrier for the U. 
S. Post Office over 20 years and also worked 
at Lorado Taft Field Campus. 

John enjoyed farming where he raised 
sheep, pigs, and milked cows. John enjoyed 
golfing, camping, playing cards, bowling 
and playing pool. 

He was predeceased by his parents, 
brother Donald, sister Shirley and son-in-
law Ricky Wallace. 

He is survived by his wife Violet “Vi” 
Ebens of Oregon; children: Melody Wallace 

of Oregon; Joe (Julie) Ebens of Oregon; and 
John Todd Ebens of Chana; five grandchil-
dren: John Nickolas Ebens of Rock Falls; Jill 

Ebens of Charlotte, North Carolina; 
Jacob Ebens of Houston, Texas; 
Cody Ebens of Oregon and Travis 
Ebens of Milledgeville. 

Funeral service was held at 10 
a.m., Friday, Feb. 10 at the Far-
rell-Holland-Gale Funeral Home, 
110 S. 7th St. in Oregon with the 
Pastor Dave Rogula and Pastor Josh-
ua Brown co-officiating. Visitation 

was held Thursday evening from 5-7 p.m. 
at the funeral home in Oregon. Burial will 
be at the Daysville Cemetery near Oregon. 

A memorial fund is established in John’s 
name for the Chana United Methodist Church 
and the Serenity Hospice and Home. 

The family would especially like to thank 
Silverado Memory Care in St. Charles and 
Serenity Hospice and Home in Oregon for 
their loving care. Visit www.farrellholland-
gale.com to leave a condolence or memory 
of John.    

BYRON — James “Jim” F. Grubb, 
84, of Byron passed away on Saturday, 
Feb. 4 following a long battle 
with cancer.

He lived an incredibly active 
life, working into his late 60s. 
Along with his wife of 64 years, 
they enjoyed traveling, spend-
ing time in Hawaii, Alaska and 
exploring the continental U.S. 
A fan and ardent supporter of 
the Phantom Regiment, James 
donated his time driving bus, helping 
cook and cheering on his favorite corps. 
A lover of nature, James led multiple 
Boy Scout troops up the Tooth of Time 
in Philmont, New Mexico, cultivated 
natural Illinois prairie grass on his acreage 
and experimented with dandelion beer, 
though few encouraged him to continue 
as brew master.

James is survived by his loving wife 
Betty (Brinkmeyer); sons Gregory (Judy) 
Grubb, Bradley (Lynn) Grubb, daugh-
ter Marie Grubb; grandchildren James 
Grubb and Shannon (David) Lawlor, 
Jenna (Alex) Sedlacek and Tyler (Sarah) 
Grubb; great-grandchildren Peyton and 

Ethan Grubb, Michael and Jacob Lawlor 
and Logan Sedlacek; brother Jerry, and 

sisters Charlene, Judy, and Nan-
cy; many nieces and nephews. 
Preceded in death by his parents 
Clarence and Margaret, brothers 
Clare, Gordy and John.

The family would like to ex-
tend our tremendous thanks to the 
girls at Rochelle Rehabilitation in 
Rochelle, who treated Jim with 
care and love. Additionally, we 

would like to thank the dedicated team of 
professionals at Northwestern Memorial 
Hospital and OSF / St. Anthony’s Hos-
pital in Rockford.

Visitation will be held from 10 a.m. 
to noon on Saturday, Feb. 11 at Fitzger-
ald Funeral Home & Crematory, 1860 
S. Mulford Road, Rockford, IL 61108. 
Those unable to attend services may join 
via Zoom. Meeting ID: 83058158466 
Passcode: 1234

In lieu of flowers, the family asked that 
you consider donating to your favorite 
charity in James’ name. Share online 
memories and condolences at www.
fitzgeraldfh.com

MT. MORRIS – Janet C. Hagendorn, 
83, died Wednesday, Feb. 1 at Allure of 
Pinecrest in Mt. Morris. She was 
born Sept. 6, 1939 in Alexandra, 
Virginia the daughter of Carroll 
and Marion (Fulton) Spittle. She 
married Frederick Hagendorn 
on April 11, 1964 in Alexandria, 
Virginia.  

Janet worked for Elgin Sweep-
er for many years.  She was a 
member of the Sycamore United 
Methodist Church and a former member 
of the Oregon United Methodist Church. 
She volunteered at the Oregon Lifeline 
Food Pantry and Oregon Senior Citizen’s 
Center. She formerly was a member of 
the Oregon VFW Ladies Axillary where 
she served as a past trustee and chaplain. 

She was an avid reader and Washing-
ton Redskins fan. 

Janet was predeceased by 
her parents, husband Frederick, 
sister and brother-in-law Ann 
(Donald) Wagus. 

She is survived by her son 
Edward (Katherine) Hagendorn 
of Hampshire, three grandchil-
dren Jessica Hagendorn, Mack 
Hagendorn (Jenny Jeschke, and 
Christopher Hagendorn, two 

great grandchildren Haley Anne and 
Gerhardt Frederick, and special friend 
of many years Jack O’Tool.  

A private celebration of life will be 
held by the family at a date to be deter-
mined. Farrell-Holland-Gale Funeral 
Home in Oregon is assisting the family.

DAVIS JUNCTION — Robert “Bob” 
Jack Hammond, 76, of Davis Junction, 
went home to Heaven on Friday, Jan. 
27. He passed away in his home 
with his wife by his side. He was 
a loving husband, dad, grandpa, 
brother & uncle. 

 Bob was born and raised in 
Leaf River to Dorcey & Carolyn 
“Carrie” Hammond of Leaf River 
on Aug. 24, 1946. In high school 
he played basketball and football. 
Bob graduated high school in 
1964. After graduation he started work 
at Chrysler in Belvidere. Shortly after, he 
joined the United States Army. After serv-
ing his country he returned to Chrysler 
and retired in 2001 after 36 years. On May 
15, 1971, he married the love of his life, 
Linda Dixon of Dixon. They had three 
children, Christopher, Andrea and Kari. 
Bob enjoyed watching his children grow 
up, being outdoors, refereeing Andrea’s 
soccer games, riding his motorcycle with 
his wife and fellow Chrysler retirees, 
and cheering on the Chicago Cubs & 
Chicago Bears (If you were not a fan, 
your choices were questioned, but you 
were still loved.) Although, he loved 
all these activities, his true joy was his 
family. He was so loved and will be truly 
missed by all.

 Bob is survived by his wife of almost 
52 years, Linda; his son, Christopher 
(Kim) Hammond of Oregon and their 

three daughters, Brooke, Josie 
and Bella; his daughter, Andrea 
Bell (fiancé, Benjamin Booher) 
of Machesney Park and her 
son Andrew; his daughter Kari 
(Keith) Cortez of Rockton and 
their daughter Kayla; his broth-
er, William Hammond of Leaf 
River; his sister-in-law, Fern 
Hammond of Rockford and nu-

merous  nieces, nephews, great-nieces, 
great-nephews and many friends. He 
was preceded in death by his parents; his 
father-in-law Glen Madison and mother-
in-law Violet Madison; brother, Frank 
Hammond; sisters Cara Lou Hammond 
and Charlotte Taylor; sister-in-law, Jan-
ice Hammond; niece, Gloria Taylor and 
nephew, Joe Hammond.

 Special thanks to the Stillman Valley 
& Monroe Center paramedics. We would 
also like to thank all of Bob’s neighbors 
and friends that would stop by to talk 
when he was outside. 

At Bob’s request, there will be no 
services at this time. Please keep Bob 
in your loving memory. Share online 
condolences and memories at www.
fitzgeraldfh.com.

ROCKFORD — Larry D. Myers, 70, 
of Rockford (formerly of Polo), passed 
away Sunday, Feb. 5 at OSF St. 
Anthonys Hospital in Rockford. 

Larry was born Dec. 16, 1952, 
in Flint, Michigan, the son of 
George and Grace Myers. On 
Oct. 19, 1974 in West Concord, 
Minnesota, he married Patricia 
“Pat” Penn. He worked for E.D. 
Etnyre & Co. in Oregon for over 
24 years retiring in 2018.  Larry was a 
member and Deacon of the First Baptist 
Church in Oregon. He did appliance re-
pair on the side and enjoyed tinkering on 
cars when he could. In his younger years 
he enjoyed bowling and playing softball 
on the church leagues. Larry was both a 
Michigan Wolverine and a Detroit Lions 
fan. Most of all he loved his family and 
enjoyed spending time with his grand-
children.

Survivors include wife Pat; sons Kevin 
(Anne) Myers of Texas, Lance (Rhonda) 

Myers of Rockford, Ryan (Au-
tumn) of Tennessee, Andrew Myers 
of Washington, Curtis (Matt) Kurtz 
of Washington; sister Debra (Tom) 
Hall of Flint, Michigan; brothers 
George (Karen) Myers of Florida 
and Darrel (Leah) Myers of Florida; 
four grandchildren Devon, Lexi, 
Kenzie and Nina Myers.

He was preceded in death by his parents 
and two sisters.

Visitation will be Friday from 4-6 p.m. 
at the Polo Family Funeral Home, 110 
E. Dixon St. in Polo. Services will be on 
Saturday at 10 a.m. at the First Baptist 
Church, 505 Hill St. in Oregon with Rev. 
David Snow officiating.  Burial will follow 
at Fairmount Cemetery in Polo.  

To send condolences please visit www.
polofamilyfuneralhome.com

SHANNON — Barbara A. Wubbena, 
63, of Shannon, passed away Thursday 
Feb. 2 at UW Health University 
Hospital in Madison, Wisconsin. 
She was born July 5, 1959 in Ge-
neva to John and Agnes (Boerner) 
Schlick. 

On May 31, 1980 she married 
Lloyd Wubbena at White Pines 
Forest State Park in Mt. Morris. 
Barbara was a receptionist at Paws 
and Claws Veterinarian Clinic, 
where she loved working around animals 
and gained high praises for her job per-
formance. She also worked alongside her 
husband growing sweet corn on the farm, 
among other duties such as running the 
grain dryer and hauling corn. 

She was a member of First United 
Methodist Church in Forreston and Leaf 
River United Methodist Church where 
she served on the Ad Board. Barbara’s 
hobbies included fishing, crocheting and 
she had a great love for animals, especially 
cats, horses and rabbits, which she raised. 
She was known as a jokester and loved 
practical jokes. 

Barb was a fun-loving, upbeat and loving 
person who was always willing to lend a 
helping hand. 

She is survived by her husband Lloyd of 
Shannon; brother Fred Schlick of Wheaton 
and his two children, Conor (Fiancé Mari-
ka) Schlick of Washington D.C. and Dr. 
Brian (Ali) Schlick of Tampa Bay, Florida; 
sister Pauline (Rich Carr) Miller Carr of 
Freeport and her two children Alicia Wag-
ner of Freeport and her two children Ava and 

Mya Wagner, Adam (Whitney) Miller of 
Baileyville and their two children Cole and 

Emmett Miller; her sister-in-law 
Faith Worrall of Pearl City and her 
two children Pat (Carrie) Worrall 
of Channahon and their son Rory 
Worrall, Kevin (Alissa) Worrall of 
Bettendorf, Iowa and their daughter 
Keira Worrall, deceased brother-
in-law David Wubbena and his 
two children Chrystal (Shane) 
Watson of Phoenix, Arizona and 

their daughter Anna Watson, and Heath-
er Wubbena of Phoenix, Arizona and 
her daughter Evelyn Wubbena, and his 
step-daughter Larita (Chuck) Hulke of 
Shannon and their three children; Amber 
(Zach) Corson, Ashley (Cassie) Kroll and 
Nicholas Duitsman. 

Preceding Barbara in death are her 
maternal and paternal grandparents, par-
ents, two brother-in-laws Bob Worrall 
and David Wubbena, and sister-in-law 
Mary Schlick. 

A visitation was held from 4-7 p.m. 
Thursday Feb. 9 at Burke-Tubbs Funeral 
Home in Forreston. Funeral services 
were held at 10 a.m. Friday Feb. 10 at 
Leaf River United Methodist Church in 
Leaf River with Pastor Sung-Eun Kim 
officiating. There was also a visitation 
at the church from 9 a.m. until the time 
of service. Burial was held in White Oak 
Cemetery in Forreston. 

A memorial has been established in Bar-
bara’s memory for First United Methodist 
Church in Forreston and Leaf River United 
Methodist Church in Leaf River.

John W. Ebens

James ‘Jim’ F. Grubb

Janet C. Hagendorn

Robert “Bob” Jack Hammond

Larry D. Myers

Barbara A. Wubbena

OREGON — Randell “Randy” Wag-
ner, 64, of Oregon passed away on Feb. 5 
at Oregon Rehabilitation Center. 
He was born in Dixon to Albert 
and Dorothy (Workman) Wagner 
on Nov. 9, 1958. He grew up south 
of Ashton, helping his father on 
the family farm. Growing up, 
he was a member of St. John’s 
Lutheran Church of Ashton and 
graduated from Ashton High 
School class of 1977.

After graduating, he formed his own 
business, Wagner Construction, working 
in all neighboring counties. He used his 
experience in volunteering for Habitat for 
Humanity for many years. He was also 
a regular volunteer for the Ogle County 
Fair, Autumn on Parade and LOMC in 

Oregon.
Randy is survived by his wife Lori of 

18 years: son Brent Wagner of 
Stuartvant, Wisconsin; daughter 
Mikala (Dylan) Hafer of Mt. 
Morris; step-son Ryan (Katie) 
Thomas of Tuscola, Illinois; 
step-daughter Andrea Thomas 
of Oregon; sister Sharon (Denny 
Cravatta) Wagner of Byron and 
two grandsons Landon Hafer 
and Austin Hafer of Mt. Morris.

He is preceded in death by his parents 
and grandparents, Theodore & Rosa 
Wagner and Howard and Katherine 
Workman.

A celebration of life will be held 
Sunday, March 12 from noon to 3 p.m. 
at the VFW in Oregon.

Randell Eugene Wagner
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Presents Its
63rd Annual Antiques Show
Forest Hills Lodge n Loves Park, IL

Saturday, February 25, 2023
10:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Sunday, February 26, 2023
11:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Located 1/2 mile East of Route 251 on Route 173
1601 West Lane Road n  Loves Park, Illinois

From I-90, exit Route 172, head West to Forest Hills Lodge
Admission $8.00 n  $7.00 with this ad

Free Parking - E-mail: NIADA@AOL.com
www.NIADAAntiques.com

1960   n    2023
Bar and Kitchen Open at 4PM

Carry out and kitchen are open:  
Monday 4pm-7pm, Wednesday 4pm-8pm & Friday 4pm-8pm

Fish, chicken and shrimp  
carry out on Fridays! 
BINGO Wednesday 5:30pm

Karaoke 3rd Friday 7:00-11:00pm
Watch for Live Entertainment!

SLOTS ARE WAITING!

VFW Post #8739
1310 W. Washington St., Oregon, IL

815-732-6851

08
22

20
22

Game machines open Monday,  
Wednesday and Friday 4-Close

I want to express my  
sincere gratitude for the  
outpouring of support,  
well wishes, prayers,  
flowers and donations  
after Ken’s passing.  
Please know how much your 
kindness is truly appreciated. 
Ken meant so much to so many 
and his memory shall always be 
with us. 

God Bless. 
~ Barb Giese It’s tax time!!!

We do income taxes, payroll 
& bookkeeping.

Jennifer Lungstrom, CPA, EA Silene Walters, CPA, MAS

202 N. Walnut, Stillman Valley
815.645.8979

www.WALTERSTAX.com 01162023

doug@dougweber.net | 1688 Brandywine Lane, Dixon, IL | www.dougweber.net

05
15

20
17Buying or selling real estate in Northern Illinois?

Call Doug at 815-222-5806 for all your real estate needs!

Doug Weber
815-222-5806

HUGE PRICE REDUCTION!

Doug’s got the key! Call Doug today!

Don’t miss this 3 
bedroom, 2 bath home 
on 1.24 wooded acres. 
Large eat-in kitchen 
with granite counters 
and SS appliances, 
master bedroom suite 
w/deck overlooking the 
woods. Finished walk 
out lower level.

642 W. Jennie Lane, Oregon
$209,999

Great investment opportunity with 
this well maintained 8 unit apartment 
building in Freeport. All units have 
one bedroom and one bathroom with 
balcony or patio. Each unit has a 
dishwasher, stove and refrigerator, 
wall air conditioner unit and electric 
baseboard heat. Tenants pay 
electric. Private parking lot with 16 
spaces, common area coin operated 
laundry. Amazing location just steps 
from Meadows Mall and convenient 
to Route 26. Fully rented with great 
cash flow. Call for details!

STILLMAN VAL-
LEY — The Meridian 
District Business Group 
is hosting a candidate 
meet and greet night. This 
event will be for Meridian 
residents running for any 
position in the upcoming 
elections. This provides 
an opportunity for all 
locals to meet the candi-
dates and put faces with 
the names. 

This event will be held 
on Feb. 23 at 6:30 p.m. at 
Fritz’s Wooden Nickel. 
We highly encourage all 

Meridian candidates to 
come speak and all resi-
dents to attend this won-
derful event. Any candi-
dates that would like to 
speak at this event please 
reach out to our moderator 
Edward Jones-Financial 
Advisor: Charles Schaef-
fer to be added to the 
list of speakers Charles.
Schaeffer@edwardjones.
com or via Facebook. To 
view the list of candidates, 
please visit the Stillman 
Valley Businesses Face-
book Page.

OREGON — Oregon Community Unit School 
District 220 recently congratulated Oregon Junior 
Senior High School math teacher Angela Reynolds 
for being OCUSD 220’s nominee for the Illinois State 
Board of Education’s Those Who Excel Early Educator 
of the Year.

Mrs. Reynolds was recognized for her strong student 
relationships which help students grow in their math 
ability and competence, as well as grow their math 
mindset. Mrs. Reynolds is a teacher leader who is com-
mitted to improving outcomes, specifically in math, at 
OJSHS. She is OJSHS alumni and is very dedicated to 
giving back to the community through her work as a 
teacher, a coach and student council/senior class advisor. 
Angela will be awarded the Award of Excellence at the 
49th Annual Those Who Excel Banquet on April 29. 

OJSHS teacher Reynolds 
wins ISBE award

Meridian candidate meet 
and greet is Feb. 23

LEAF RIVER — The Leaf 
River Lions will be hosting a 
presentation on the Holocaust on 
Sunday, April 16. The presentation 
will be in the Bertolet Memorial 
building with doors opening at 
1 p.m. with the presentation be-
ginning at 1:30 p.m. There will 
be displays on hand for viewing 
before and after the presentation.

The presenter is Susan Schinle-
ber from the Chicago area and has 
been doing Holocaust presenta-
tions for several years and has done 
extensive research to substantiate 
her facts. Here is some background 
on Ms. Schinleber.

For the past 10 years, Dr. 
Schinleber has taught literature 

and Holocaust studies while vol-
unteering at the Illinois Holocaust 
Museum  and Education Centre 
and speaking on the Holocaust to a 
wide-range of audiences including 
the Anti-Defamation League and 
the Facing History Celebration 
of Bryan Stevenson’s book, Just 
Mercy, in Chicago.  

Dr. Schinleber has supplement-
ed her teaching with extensive 
seminars at the International 
School for Holocaust studies at 
Yad Vashem in Israel, with Echoes 
and  Reflections and withy Facing 
History both in Chicago and vir-
tually. There is much more that 
could be said here but come to 
her presentation. You will find 

her presentation to be remarkably 
interesting. 

If you are too young to know 
what the Holocaust was you will 
find this presentation to be highly 
informative and graphic at times. 
The program is scheduled to end 
at 3:30 p.m. but could run longer 
depending on questions.

The Holocaust is a sad part of 
world history and something that 
should not be forgotten. Join the 
Leaf River Lions on Sunday April 
16 for an interesting and informa-
tive afternoon. More information 
will follow.

Seating is somewhat limited 
so you may want to call Paul at 
815-738-2761 to reserve a seat.

LR Lions to host Holocaust presentation

BYRON — On Satur-
day, Feb. 18, The United 
Church of Byron at 701 
W. 2nd St. is hosting a 
spaghetti dinner to benefit 
Byron’s school children at 
Mary Morgan Elementary 
School. 

Meal tickets are $8 per 
adult and $5 for children 
ages 5-12, with donations 
accepted for children 
under five. Dinner will 
be served in the fellow-
ship hall from 5-7 p.m.  
Masks are optional. Carry 
out is also available, but 
there will be no curbside 
service.

Each year, proceeds 
from the dinner are used to 
purchase school kits in the 
fall for children who re-
ceive free or reduced-price 
lunches. School kits now 

FORRESTON — A 
program for Monday, 
Feb. 20 at 7 p.m., Country 
Crossroads Quilt Guild 
will host a roundtable 
discussion on “Tips and 
Recommendations Your 
Longarm Quilter Wished 
You Knew.” The discus-
sion will be led by several 
of our current members 

who are experienced Lon-
garm Quilters. This event 
is meant to be interactive, 
so join us and share your 
longarm experiences and 
questions.

Guild meetings are 
held at the Forreston 
Grove Church, 7246 
Freeport Road; Forres-
ton, the third Monday 

FORRESTON — Applications are now available for 
the Mary Louise Floski Memorial Scholarship 
for Education.

The $1,000 scholarship is being offered to a 
graduating Forreston High School senior who 
plans to study education in the fall of 2023.

Floski was a longtime public school edu-
cator, serving for many years as an English 
teacher at Leaf River Middle School (now 
part of the Forrestville Valley School District.)

When Mary decided to go to college on 
the heels of the Great Depression, she was 
one of just a handful of women in the state to 
receive a small scholarship to attend teachers’ college at 
Eastern Illinois University; the scholarship paid for part 

of her tuition and she paid for the rest of her expenses 
by working on campus. She often said that 
she would not have been able to fulfill her 
dream of becoming a teacher without that 
scholarship.

A life-long educator, Mary continued to 
teach following her retirement, serving as a 
reading mentor to struggling students. When 
she passed away last summer at the age of 
94, her family gratefully accepted memorial 
gifts in her name to help fund this scholarship.

Class rank and GPA are considerations 
for this scholarship; family income is not. 

Details, deadline and applications may be obtained at 
the Forreston High School Guidance office.

Mary Floski Education Scholarship offered 

BYRON – Applications are now available for the 
Floski Family Foundation Scholarship for Service and 
Leadership.

The $1,000 scholarship is being offered for the 15th 
year to a graduating Byron High School senior who has 
demonstrated service beyond self-interest and beyond 
Byron High School to the wider local, state, national or 
international community, and who has developed as a 
young leader as a result. The winner will be someone 
who plans to further his or her education in the fall of 
2023. Family income and GPA are not considerations.

Applicants will asked to write a brief essay dis-
cussing the personal benefits they have received from 
public service and to submit the number of service 

hours they have performed during high school that 
they would like the committee to consider. Applicants 
are encouraged to understand that, while the number 
of service hours is a consideration of the judging 
committee, the scholarship is not always awarded to 
the student who submits the most hours. Committee 
members are prepared to be impressed by how the 
student has grown as a person while performing 
public service.

Other details and applications for the scholarship may 
be obtained at the Byron High School Guidance Office.

Application deadline is Wednesday April 12. The 
winner will be announced at BHS Honors Night 
Wednesday, May 10.

Floski Foundation scholarship offered

Country Crossroads Quilt Guild to 
host roundtable discussion

of each month at 7 p.m. 
with ample time to meet 
and greet members before 
the meeting. Visitors are 
very much welcome; for 
visitors there is a fee of 
$5 at the door. For more 

information call Program 
Committee Chairs Dawn 
Vehmeier 815-291-4592 
or Ann Tully 815-238-
2218, or Guild President 
Shelly Holverson 815-
297-2381.

United Church of Byron 
spaghetti dinner is Feb. 18

cost around $60 per child, 
which can be a challenge 
for families with limited 
incomes. Wouldn’t it be 
great if you could help us 
purchase a supply kit for 
100 percent of Byron’s 
qualifying children and 
enjoy a good meal and 
community fellowship 
besides?

For more information, 
contact the church at 815-
234-8777.
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OREGON — On Jan. 27, deputies 
responded to Illinois Route 251 and Lin-
denwood Road regarding vehicles in the 
ditch. After an investigation, it was learned 
that Luis Diaz, 42, of Rockford, was arrested 
for having no valid driver’s license. Diaz 
was released on an I-bond. Ron’s towing 
removed the vehicle from the location.

On Jan. 28 at 12:19 a.m. deputies con-
ducted a traffic stop on East Illinois Route 
72 at Oak Drive near Stillman Valley. As 
a result, Marshea M. Reed, 32, of DeKalb 
was arrested for no valid driver’s license 
(expired more than one year). Reed was 
additionally issued a citation for speeding 
(75 m.p.h. in a 55-m.p.h. zone). Reed was 
released on an I-Bond with a court date 
to appear.

On Jan. 30 at approximately 11:42 
p.m. deputies conducted a traffic stop on 
Interstate 39 near mile marker 110. After 
brief investigation, Deputies arrested Leon 
Slack Jr., 38, of Rockford, for driving 
while license suspended. Slack was also 
issued citations for operating an uninsured 
motor vehicle and an equipment violation. 
Slack was given an I-Bond with a return 
court date later next month and released 
on scene.

On Jan. 30 at approximately 4:22 p.m. 
deputies initiated a traffic stop in the 4,000 
block of North Illinois Route 2 for improp-
er display of registration. After further 
investigation, deputies arrested Nicholas 

Maxey, 24, of Rockford, for driving with 
a suspended license. Maxey was released 
on an individual bond with a future court 
date given. 

On Jan. 30 at approximately 9:25 p.m. 
deputies responded to a suspicious vehicle 
in the 4,000 block of East Brick Road. After 
investigation, deputies placed Melvin Wil-
ton, 24, of Oregon, under arrest for driving 
under the influence of alcohol. Wilton was 
additionally issued a citation for improper 
parking on the roadway. Wilton was trans-
ported to the Ogle County Jail where he was 
held in lieu of bond. 

On Jan. 30 at approximately 9:12 p.m. 
deputies conducted a traffic stop on Interstate 
39 near mile marker 108. After brief inves-
tigation, deputies arrested Darius Benard, 
41, of Rockford, for driving while license 
suspended. Benard was issued an additional 
citation for illegal window tint. Benard was 
given an I-Bond with a return court date later 
next month, and released on scene.

On Jan. 31 at approximately 2:53 a.m. 
deputies attempted to catch up to a vehicle 
to conduct a traffic stop for an equipment 
violation while in the 3,000 block of South 
Lowden Road and the vehicle, a gray Mazda, 
sped off at a high rate of speed. Deputies 
observed the vehicle traveling at speeds 
of over 100 miles per hour while trying 
to gain distance on the vehicle. Deputies 
temporarily lost sight of the vehicle, before 
locating it crashed at the intersection of 

Lowden and Naylor Roads just into Lee 
County. After a short foot track, Deputies 
located the driver, Cody Lorenzen, 31, 
of Dixon, who sustained injuries during 
the crash. Lorenzen was then transported 
to the KSB Hospital by Franklin Grove 
EMS for serious injuries. Lorenzen was 
issued citations for an equipment violation, 
speeding over 35 miles per hour, reckless 
driving, operating an uninsured vehicle and 
driving while license suspended. Lorenzen 
was released on an I-Bond at the hospital 
and given a future court date. 

On Feb. 1, deputies, along with Stillman 
Valley EMS, Lynn-Scott-Rock EMS and 
Byron EMS, responded to the 10,000 block 
of East Illinois Route 72 for the report of 
a three-vehicle accident. During an initial 
investigation, deputies discovered a Jeep 
Wrangler, driven by Harvey Pollock, 18, of 
Davis Junction, had crossed the centerline 
entering the westbound lane of traffic. Pol-
lock’s vehicle struck an Ogle County High-
way plow truck operated by Jeffery Yount, 
59, of Mt. Morris, and a Ford Fusion operat-
ed by a 16-year-old male juvenile. Stillman 
Valley EMS transported Pollock to Swedish 
American Hospital for non-life-threatening 
injuries. Lynn-Scott-Rock EMS transported 
Yount to Rochelle Community Hospital for 
possible injuries. The male juvenile was 
uninjured in the collision. This accident 
remains under investigation. 

On Feb. 1 at 9:16 p.m. deputies conduct-

ed a traffic stop in the 800 block of North 
Illinois Route 251. As a result, Cristian D. 
Villa, 21, of Davis Junction, was arrested for 
no valid driver’s license. Villa was released 
on an I-Bond with a court date to appear.

On Feb. 3 at approximately 8:35 p.m. 
deputies responded to the 7,000 block of 
East Gurler Road in reference to a two-ve-
hicle accident with multiple injuries. Upon 
arrival, EMS was attending to the occupants 
from both vehicles. Once on scene, deputies 
learned a Dodge Ram driven by Matthew 
Brown, 32, of Ashton, was traveling west-
bound on Gurler Road and was cresting a 
hill. At the same time, a Chevrolet Equinox 
driven by Diana Padela, 75, of Rochelle, 
was traveling eastbound on Gurler Road 
and was also cresting the same hill.  The 
two vehicles then collided causing heavy 
front and driver’s side damage after the 
Dodge had drove partially into Chevro-
let’s lane. Brown, Padela, and Anna Loan, 
66, of Rochelle who was a passenger in 
Padela’s vehicle, were all transported to 
Rochelle Community Hospital for non-life 
threatening injuries. Brown was later placed 
under arrest for driving under the influence 
of alcohol at the hospital and released on 
an I-Bond.  rown was additionally issued 
citations for operating an uninsured vehicle 
and not driving on the right side of a two-
lane road. Rochelle Fire/EMS, Ashton Fire/
EMS and the Lee County Sheriff’s Office 
all assisted with the accident.

OGLE COUNTY SHERIFF

Man arrested for no driver’s license after vehicle ends up in ditch
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“I believe the United 
Sound ensemble enriches 
students’ lives by using 
the fine arts as a medium 
for them to connect. This 
program helps create an 
awareness and concern 
for social issues that 
may hinder the students 
with special needs from 
being able to participate 
successfully in an ensem-
ble. We are constantly 
adapting and trying to 
learn new ways to com-
municate. The mentors 
are realizing that what 
seems simple for them, 
may not be for everyone. 
This new program has 
already been successful 
with the mentors as a 
leadership opportunity, 
for the mentees learning 
new skills and for all of 
the students enjoying the 
experience together,” 
expressed Mrs. Haas.

Peer mentors have 
learned to present the 
music using colors and 
pictures to make the 
music more accessible 
to the mentees. Mentees 
learn to play the rhythms 
that are then incorporated 
into a larger piece which 
allows them to play with 
the full band during per-
formances. 

“One thing we all 
love the most is sharing 
the passion we have 
for music with the new 
musicians who have not 
had the ability to play an 
instrument in the past,” 

stated one of the mentors. 
“With our help, our new 
musicians have learned 
various instruments and 
recently performed Polar 
Express with us at our re-
cent Christmas concert.” 

The experience of 
performing together at 
the concert was reward-
ing for mentees and 
mentors along with the 
larger ensemble. This 
collaboration proves to 
be a great way to further 
expand the band while 
including peers that ha-
ven’t previously had the 
opportunity to be musi-
cians. The parents of the 
new musicians have also 
expressed their gratitude 
for the United Sound 
program. 

One parent shared, 
“We went to see Natalie 
and she let the kids try 
different instruments. 
She helped them make se-
lections that were a good 
fit for their size, sensory 
concerns and with which 
they could be successful. 
I was really excited be-
cause my son has always 
wanted to participate in 
band and now, he can.” 

The Byron Founda-
tion, 501c3 non-profit, 
established in 1993, is 
an independent organiza-
tion, founded to provide 
the Byron School educa-
tors access and opportu-
nity to impact learning 
that empowers students 
and provides an enriched 

education beyond the 
district tax dollars. This 
volunteer team of parents, 
educators and community 
members are committed 
to supporting children 
with unique experiences 
to help broaden their 
education, expose them 
to enriched opportunities 
and to cultivate leaders.

The Board of Di-
rectors meets several 
times a year to accept 
and process grants that 
average $5,000 a year 
and manage scholarship 
funds for other individ-
uals and organizations. 
Over the past nearly 30 
years, over 40 community 
members have served as 
board members, raising 
funds and granting over 
$175,000 to the Byron 
School staff for use in 
their classrooms. 

The focus on long-term 
planning and sustainabili-
ty has led to a partnership 
with the Community 
Foundation of Northern 
Illinois and the creation 
of a Byron Foundation 
Endowment Fund. The 
Byron Foundation En-
dowment Fund estab-
lishes a financial reserve, 
provides a reliable source 
of income in perpetuity, 
and shows the solidity 
and permanence of the 
Byron Foundation in the 
community and a com-
mitment to continued 
educational excellence 
in the Byron School Dis-
trict. If you are inspired 
to give of your time and 
talents or a tax-deduct-
ible gift to the Byron 
Foundation Endowment 
Fund, please contact 
Byron Foundation Pres-
ident Michelle Albert: 
Mablert6@comcast.net 
or 815-985-5102.
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Feb. 15
Serenity Hospice & Home’s Men’s Coffee Group 

will meet from 9-10 a.m. at the Oregon Sunrise III, 
116 N. 4th St. Please call 815-732-4111 by 4 p.m. on 
Feb. 14 to register.

 

Feb. 16
Serenity Hospice & Home’s Evening Group will 

meet  from 5-6 p.m. at The Serenity Home, 1658 S. 
Illinois Route 2, Oregon. Please call 815-732-4111 by 
noon to register.

 

Feb. 17
Serenity Hospice & Home’s Diamond Art will meet 

from 9-11 a.m. at The Serenity Shed, 131 N. 3rd St. 
in Oregon.

MT. MORRIS — On 
Jan. 21 at approximate-
ly 1:15 a.m. Mt. Morris 
Police conducted a traf-
fic stop in the 10 block 
of West Center Street. 
After an investigation, 
Charlotte M. Hinds, 28, 
Mt. Morris, was arrest-
ed and cited for driving 
under the influence and 
driving without lights 
when required. Hinds 
was transported to the 
Ogle County Jail where 
she was held in lieu of 
bond.

On Jan. 21 at ap-
proximately 10:20 p.m. 
Mt. Morris Police con-
ducted a traffic stop in 
the 200 block of West 
Hitt Street. The driver, 
Kenneth J. Bower, 20, 
Oregon, was issued a 
citation for speeding 
68 m.p.h. in 45-m.p.h. 
zone. Bower was given 
an I-Bond and released 
on scene.

On Jan. 22 at approx-
imately 4:15 p.m. Mt. 
Morris Police responded 
to a two-vehicle crash at 
the intersection of Clark 
Avenue and East Center 
Street involving a 2008 
Chevrolet van driven 
by Terry A. Campshure, 
Polo, and a 1994 Cadil-
lac driven by Lucas C. 
Stevens, Mt. Morris.  

Campshure was cited 
for failure to yield at 
Intersection.  

On Jan. 23 at ap-
proximately 12:15 p.m. 
Mt. Morris Police were 
sent to the 100 block 
of Sunset Lane for the 
report of a domestic 
disturbance.  After an 
investigation, Carlson 
W. Jones, 33, Mt. Mor-
ris, was arrested and 
charged with disorderly 
conduct and resisting 
a peace officer. Jones 
was transported to the 
Ogle County Jail where 
he was held in lieu of 
bond.

On Jan. 27 at ap-
proximate ly  4  a .m. 
Mt. Morris Police con-
ducted a traffic stop. 
The driver, Tiffany J. 
Hedrick, 44, Sterling, 
was issued citations for 
improper passing and no 
valid driver’s license. 
Hedrick was given an 
I-Bond and released on 
scene.  This violation 
occurred in the 100 
block of East Illinois 
Route 64.

Snow ordinance cita-
tions: 30

These charges are 
merely an accusation, 
and that the defendant 
is presumed innocent 
unless proven guilty.

POLO — The Polo Police Department recently re-
leased its calls for service statistics from Jan. 23 to Feb. 
5. Citizen Complaints/Assists: 12. Animal Complaints: 
1. Disturbance/Domestic: 1. Fire/Medical Assist: 2. 
Alarm/Open Door: 1. Lock Out: 3. Traffic Stops: 4. 
County Assists: 2. 

MT. MORRIS POLICE DEPARTMENT

Woman arrested, 
charged with DUI

POLO POLICE DEPARTMENT

Animal complaints top 
Polo’s calls for service

BYRON — The By-
ron High School Band 
Director, Natalie Haas, 
initiated a relationship 
with United Sound, a 
non-profit organization 
whose mission is to re-
move barriers and foster 
social change through 
music. Students from 
the Byron High School 
Band have become peer 
mentors to students with 
disabilities who have not 
previously participated 
with the band. There are 
fees associated with the 
services provided by the 
organization for training, 
support, organizational 
resources and curriculum 
that leverages individual 
strengths to create equi-
table opportunities and 
outcomes for all.

Mrs. Haas applied 
for and was awarded an 
educational grant from 
the Byron Foundation 
for Educational Excel-
lence to help fund fees 
and instruments for the 
mentees taking part in 
the program. Some of 
the instruments utilized 
for this program include 
clarinet, bass clarinet, 
saxophone, baritone and 
percussion.

Mrs. Haas would like 
to add a flute, trumpet 
and trombone. The fees 
include costs for mentors 
and mentees to be in-
volved along with specif-
ic books, mentor training, 
United Sound weekly 
rehearsal materials, a 
font and music writing 
program that converts 
music into notation more 
easily understood by new 
musicians, t-shirts and 
monthly meetings with 
the BHS student chapter 
president and the United 
Sound contact.

BHS band director receives grant 
from Byron Foundation for Excellence

Band members become mentors to students with disabilities
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Dear editor,
Hats off to Byron’s 

Mark Schwendau for 
his letter in the Feb. 6 
Ogle County Life 
pertaining to “gun 
legislation.”  

It makes me feel 
there is hope for our 
country when I see 
there are other “proud 
to be American” citizens 
speaking out about the 
direction our politicians 
are taking our country! Be 
assured, Mark, that my en-
tire family (life-long Illi-
nois residents, gun owners 
and patriotic Americans) 

would gladly stand beside 
you and our brave law 
enforcement officers at 
our county line to stop any 

“gun grabbers”! 
I shudder to think 

about what the future 
holds for my children 
and grandchildren if 
we actually become 

a socialist, communist 
country!  I can only hope 
and pray there are enough 
of us out here that feel 
as Mark does about sav-
ing our United States of 
America!

Noralee Gray
Polo

Dear editor,
A new law signed on 

Jan. 27 has removed local 
control over solar and 
wind farms. State 
lawmakers snuck in 
an amendment (55-
ILCS 5/5 12020) 
to a telehealth bill 
(House Bill 4412) 
that allows the state to 
dictate what regulations 
are allowed to be enforced. 
Any efforts put in by our 
local boards to adhere to 
local voters’ wishes have 
been removed. 

Whether you are pro 
solar or wind power plants 
or not, the removal of 
local control is alarming. 
The state of Illinois has 
taken away local decision 

making, the governor cam-
paigned on the benefits of 
local government control 
and has now signed into 

law a bill which does 
the opposite. Agree 
or disagree with the 
law, but not the loss 
of local control, or the 
way they are doing it. 

What loss of control will 
be next? 

I plan on attending the 
next Ogle County Board 
meeting (Feb. 21 at 5:30 
p.m. third floor court-
house) to let them know 
that I vehemently oppose 
this law, hopefully you will 
do the same.

Cyndi Miller
Stillman Valley

NO matter what report 
you read, the teacher 
shortage has gone from 

what we at the Association of 
Illinois Rural and Small Schools 
(AIRSS) were discussing in 2015 
to the harsh reality in 2023. In 
2015, a little more than 
a year into my new role 
as executive director 
of AIRSS, many of the 
meetings I attended with 
superintendents in some 
way addressed teacher 
shortages. Moreover, rural 
schools started to experi-
ence more than the normal 
one-off vacancies and were seeing 
a significant decline in the avail-
ability of all applicants, with open-
ings primarily in the content areas 
of math, science and English.

My efforts to express this con-
cern with state and agency stake-
holders were seemingly disregard-
ed, in part, because these shortages 
were not as prevalent in the larger 
more affluent districts. Not surpris-
ing, rural districts and schools have 
faced challenges retaining good 
teachers due to (1) low teacher 
salaries, (2) low school funding 
and (3) a lack of needed resources 
to support equitable learning.

Significant data exists to sub-
stantiate the rural teacher shortage. 
In November 2016, the National 
Governors Association (NGA) 
convened a diverse group of Illi-
nois education stakeholders to draft 
the first comprehensive report on 
teacher shortages in Illinois. This 

report was a concise assessment 
of many factors that contributed 
to the teacher shortage and shared 
specific recommendations for rural 
and small schools.  One recom-
mendation was the initiation of a 
pilot to establish Rural Teacher 

Corp programs.  The NGA 
report was released in Octo-
ber 2017.

That same year, the 
Illinois Association of 
Regional Superintendents of 
Schools (IARSS) released 
its first of what is now an 
annual report on the teacher 
shortages. AIRSS was one 

of the first supporters of this report 
through a partnership with South-
ern Illinois University-Carbondale.  

As predicted, much of the data 
captures the reality of our rural and 
small schools and the challenges 
they encounter. Unfortunately, the 
teacher shortage in rural schools is 
not a one-issue problem as shared 
below. 

Teacher salaries in Illinois rural 
and small schools are some of 
the lowest salaries in K-12 pub-
lic schools. In 2023-24, state law 
went into effect setting a minimum 
salary of $40,000 for teachers. But 
even with this effort, educators in 
rural and small schools will receive 
salaries well below their urban and 
suburban counterparts.

Low school funding will 
continue to play a role in the 
teacher shortages in rural and 
small schools, as Evidence Based 
Funding is predicted not to reach 

equitable funding for another 20-
plus years. 

Even though the educator 
pipeline in Illinois has received 
increased attention in recent years, 
these solutions are not focused on 
the unique needs associated with 
rural schools. Consequently, the 
lack of candidates in the pipeline 
will remain a significant threat to 
staffing rural classrooms for the 
foreseeable future.

Now as we start 2023, very 
little has been done to specifically 
address the rural teacher shortage. 
As we have advocated since 2016, 
and called out in the NGA report, a 
state funded and supported state-
wide Rural Teacher Corps program 
is a step in the right direction.  It 
is designed to encourage students 
to teach in rural schools, and by 
design it supports retention of 
educators in these rural schools. 
The program mirrors the success 
of programs like Golden Apple and 
Teach for America but is solely 
focused on rural schools.

A final thought – the teacher 
shortage seems eerily similar 
to previous issues facing rural 
education – we have some of the 
answers, we have made recom-
mendations. It just seems to be a 
lack of support and political will to 
address the problem.

David M. Ardrey is the execu-
tive director of the Association of 
Illinois Rural and Small Schools 
and president of the National Rural 
Education Association. He may be 
reached at execdir@airssedu.org.

Dave Ardrey

* On Feb. 25, 1570, Pope Pius V declared En-
gland’s Queen Elizabeth I a heretic and excommu-
nicated her from the Roman Catholic Church by 
way of a papal bull releasing Catholics from any 
loyalty to her and calling upon them to remove her 
from the throne.

* On Feb. 22, 1879, Frank Winfield Woolworth 
opened the Great 5 Cents Store (later Woolworth’s) 
in Utica, New York. Originally promising that 
nothing would cost more than a nickel, the chain 
expanded over the next 50 years to 1,000 stores, 
but retail market changes eventually forced the last 
U.S. shop to permanently close in 1997.

* On Feb. 21, 1933, Miriam A. “Ma” Ferguson, 
who made history by becoming the first woman 
governor of Texas, announced that Feb. 26 through 
March 4 would be officially known as “Texas 
Week.” The state’s Independence Day, March 2, 
falls in this period.

* On Feb. 26, 1951, American novelist James 
Jones published “From Here to Eternity,” about 
the U.S. Army in Hawaii before the 1941 attack 
on Pearl Harbor. It was later memorably adapted 
into an Academy Award-winning movie featuring 
such Hollywood luminaries as Deborah Kerr,  Burt 
Lancaster, Donna Reed and Montgomery Clift.

* On Feb. 20, 1962, the NASA spaceship Friend-
ship 7, named and piloted by Marine Lieutenant John 
Glenn, was launched from Cape Canaveral, Florida, 
in the first complete orbit around Earth made by an 
American astronaut.

* On Feb. 23, 1997, the three-and-a-half hour Holo-
caust drama “Schindler’s List” aired commercial-free 
on the NBC television network. Seen by 60 million 
people, it was the first film to display TV Guide’s 
rating of TV-MA (unsuitable for children under 17), 
due to scenes of violence and brief nudity, which also 
sparked some political controversy.

* On Feb. 24, 2020, American film producer Harvey 
Weinstein’s career came to a disgraceful end amid 
multiple allegations of sexual harassment and assault 
when he was convicted of rape and a criminal sex act. 
Many people, especially women, viewed the verdict 
as a victory for the burgeoning #MeToo movement, 
which sought to assist survivors of sexual assault.

(c) 2023 King Features Synd., Inc. 

Against gun 
legislation

State takes 
more control

“WE don’t make the 
laws we just enforce 
them.”

Such statements have 
become nearly a cliché in 
police departments across 
the nation. But the statement 
is not always true.

Some laws are enforced 
more readily than others. 

And over the years more 
than a few sheriffs have 
issued press releases saying 
they won’t enforce one par-
ticular law or another. 

For example, Bexar 
County, Texas, Sheriff Javi-
er Salazar announced June 
25, after the U.S. Supreme 
Court overturned the Roe 
v. Wade decision, which 
established a woman’s right 
to abortion, that he would 
not enforce a Texas law 
restricting abortion. 

“Shame on the Supreme 
Court and the bureaucrats 
in Washington, D.C., and 
Austin who are attempting 
to impose their own sup-
posed morals on others,” 
Salazar, whose jurisdiction 
includes San Antonio, wrote 
in the post. “They will not 
use my badge or the color 
of my office to do so.”

Not surprisingly, his 
statement was criticized 
by Texas conservatives and 
praised by progressives. 
Should a cop just ignore a 
law because he just doesn’t 
like it? 

That question is being 
asked in Sangamon County 
where Sheriff Jack Camp-
bell has announced he 
will not enforce an assault 
weapon ban recently passed 
by the Illinois General As-
sembly and signed by Gov. 
J.B. Pritzker.  

Campbell, who said he 

believes the bill violates the 
Second Amendment, joined 
the vast majority of Illinois 
county sheriffs who have 
said they will not comply 
with the act.

“I believe this is 
not just my moral 
duty, but my con-
stitutional duty to 
defend the citizens’ 
right to keep and 
bear arms,” he told 
Illinois Times. 

The Protect Il-
linois Communities Act, 
signed into law by Gov. JB 
Pritzker on Jan 10, imme-
diately bans the sale and 
purchase of a list of semi-au-
tomatic firearms and gives 
owners of those weapons 
until Jan. 1, 2024, to report 
their serial numbers with the 
Illinois State Police.

“At this point, I don’t see 
any part of it that I am com-
fortable with because all it 
does is begin to encroach 
on our Second Amendment 
rights,” he said. “If we don’t 
say, ‘no’ now, we might find 
ourselves living in a coun-
try we really don’t want to 
live in.” 

It should surprise no one 
that it is sheriffs that are 
making public pronounce-
ments about not enforcing 
controversial laws. After all, 
they are politicians wearing 
uniforms. 

But is it appropriate for 
law enforcement agencies 
to refuse to enforce laws 
they don’t like? 

Well, to a certain extent, 
they have always done that. 
When I was a newspaper re-
porter in Las Vegas, Nevada 
was the only state where 
possession of any amount 
of marijuana was a felony. 

At the time, I asked two 
cop friends how they went 
about enforcing the state’s 
Draconian pot law. One, a 
University of Nevada Las 

Vegas police offi-
cer, said when she 
smelled marijuana 
while patrolling the 
dorms, she simply 
ignored it. Another, 
a constable in Clark 
County, Nevada, 
said when he found 
marijuana while 

serving eviction orders, 
he’d simply flush it down 
the toilet but not make any 
arrests.

Neither believed pursu-
ing felony charges against 
the scofflaws was a good 
use of law enforcement 
resources. Then again, the 
Nevada Legislature – duly 
elected by the people -- said 
this was criminal behavior. 
Should these cops have 
turned a blind eye on felo-
nious behavior? 

Is it their place to pick 
and choose what laws to 
enforce? Most civics books 
would say “no.” 

When sheriffs announce 
they won’t enforce a partic-
ular law they are commit-
ting an ethical transgression, 
said Robert Wadman, a for-
mer police chief of Aurora, 
Ill., and Omaha, Neb., and a 
professor emeritus at Weber 
State University. 

Here is the rub, the Bex-
ar County sheriff said he 
wouldn’t enforce abortion 
restrictions after the U.S. 
Supreme Court ruled such 
laws were constitutional. 
The Nevada cops I knew 
cast a blind eye toward 
marijuana laws that while 
lousy public policy did pass 

constitutional muster.
Campbell and more than 

70 other Illinois sheriffs 
say they won’t enforce the 
law before its constitutional-
ity has been considered by a 
single judge. Could the new 
law be ruled unconstitution-
al? Yes. But it’s far from a 
certainty, says Eric Ruben, 
a law professor at Southern 
Methodist University, who 
specializes in the Second 
Amendment. 

“It sends a message to 
citizens that they don’t have 
to follow the law. And it sets 
sheriffs up as the people who 
decide whether a law is con-
stitutional – and that’s not 
their role. In a way it would 
have been more honest to 
say they weren’t going to 
enforce the law because 
they didn’t agree with it. 
But they are weighing on its 
constitutionality and that’s 
not their job.”

The right to bear arms, 
like any right, isn’t an abso-
lute. Ultimately, whether the 
law is constitutional will be 
decided by the courts.

With the current makeup 
of the U.S. Supreme Court, 
it is unclear whether the 
assault weapon ban will 
pass constitutional muster, 
he said. 

“I think there are at least 
three justices who would 
vote to strike it down – but 
I’m not sure if there are 
five,” he said

In the meantime, it would 
be best if sheriffs just en-
forced the law rather than 
opine on its constitution-
ality.

Scott Reeder, a staff 
writer for Illinois Times, 
can be reached at sreeder@
illinoistimes.com. 

Politicians wearing uniforms

Scott Reeder
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STERLING – Illinois State 
Police Troop 1 Captain Joseph 
Blanchette has announced en-
forcement figures and activity for 
January.

Illinois State Police Troop 1 
troopers issued 585 citations, 613 
written warnings and made 23 
criminal arrests during the month 

of January. Troopers issued 271 
citations for speeding and 15 
citations for distracted driving 
violations. There were 13 arrests 
for no valid driver’s license or 
driving while license suspended/
revoked.

Troopers investigated 66 traffic 
crashes, assisted 262 motorists, 

and conducted 291 commercial 
motor vehicle inspections. There 
were seven arrests for driving 
under the influence.

Troop 1, which encompasses 
Carroll, Jo Daviess, Lee, Ogle, 
Stephenson, Whiteside and Win-
nebago counties, investigated one 
fatal traffic crash in January. 

ISP Troop 1 announces monthly activity for January

Thomas Finley Debnam V
October 5, 2022

Baby BraggerBaby Bragger

Proud Parents

Thomas Finley 
Debnam IV & 
Haley Roberts 

Debnam
Pfugerville, Texas

Proud Grandparents

Fred & Dena Carter,  
Thomas Finley Debnam III, Faith Roberts,  

Rod and Paulette Roberts

OREGON — Oregon Community 
Unit School District 220 recently con-
gratulated its Oregon Junior Senior High 
School seventh grade team for being 
OCUSD 220’s nominee for the Illinois 
State Board of Education’s Those Who 
Excel Team of the Year. This team was 
recognized for their Professional Learn-
ing Team (PLT) work which resulted in 
the tremendous academic growth of last 

year’s 7th graders. This team is com-
mitted to improving student outcomes, 
especially in math and ELA, along with 
social/emotional growth. The team will 
be awarded the Award for Meritorious 
Service at the 49th Annual Those Who 
Excel Banquet on April 29. 

The team includes Mrs. Mahoney, 
Mrs. O’Neil, Mrs. Bothe, Mr. Albrecht, 
Mr. Martin and Mr. Gale (not pictured). 

OJSHS seventh grade 
team wins ISBE award

OREGON — Filled with compassion 
and hope, Understanding Your Grief 
helps you understand your painful, 
complex thoughts and feelings after the 
death of a loved one.

Based on the book by Dr. Wolfeldt, it 
is built around Ten Touchstones, which 
are basic principles to learn and actions 
to take to help engage with your grief 

and create momentum toward healing. 
Joining this group will guide you along 
your grief journey, connecting you with 
a supportive community and providing 
helpful resources. This group will meet 
on Mondays (10-11:30 a.m.) at the Seren-
ity Home weekly for six weeks from Feb. 
20th through March 27.  Please call Cathy 
or Denise to register at 815-732-4111.  

Serenity’s ‘Understanding Your 
Grief’ group starts Feb. 20

20232023
BYRON — The Ea-

gle’s Nest Art Group 
held their opening re-
ception Saturday after-
noon Feb. 4 at the Byron 
Museum of History. 

A crowd of enthusi-
astic art lovers enjoyed 
over 40 works in me-
diums of watercolor, 
oil, pastel and acrylic 
paintings, as well as 
photography, 3-D art 
and pottery. 

Local artists from the 
surrounding counties 
were on hand to greet 
v is i tors  and answer 
questions. 

The show is open to 
the public and free of 
charge and will run until 
April 1. The museum 
located at 110 N. Union 
St. is open Wednesdays 
through Saturdays from 

Eagle’s Nest Art Group holds 
opening reception for art show

10 a.m. to 3 p.m. For 
more information about 
the ENAG, call (815) 

732-7783 or visit Face-
book at Eagle’s Nest Art 
Group, Oregon. 
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10 % of all contributions made by February 28 is 10 % of all contributions made by February 28 is 
going to area senior centers as a donation to help going to area senior centers as a donation to help 
provide services for our county’s senior citizens. provide services for our county’s senior citizens. 
Thank you to all of our  Thank you to all of our  
Honorary Staff Members for your comments and Honorary Staff Members for your comments and 
support. We couldn’t do it without you!support. We couldn’t do it without you!””

Sincerely, Mike Feltes, General ManagerSincerely, Mike Feltes, General Manager

MONDAY

33 27
HIGH

KNOW IT 
TODAY

FHS names state scholars
Forreston High School recently announced five students were named Illinois State Scholars. 2A

WEATHER

LOW

• Chad P. Boebel• Reuben “Pete” Capes• David Elmer Johnson• Debra Sass  
                         See page A4
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• Felker Foods
• Byron County Market• Polo Fresh Food
• Menards
• RP Home & Harvest • Snyder Pharmacy

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

OREGON — On Jan. 11, Ogle County Sheriff Brian VanVickle and approximately 80 other sheriffs in the state issued statements saying they’ll refuse to enforce a provi-sion of House Bill 5471, a recently-signed state law that bans the sale and manufacture of assault weapons in Illinois. Current owners of h igh -power  a s sau l t weapons, .50 caliber rifles and ammunition, and large-capacity mag-azines will be allowed to keep them, but will be required to register them with the Illinois State Po-lice prior to Jan. 1, 2024 or face a Class A misde-meanor, punishable by up to 364 days in prison 

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

OREGON — At its monthly meeting Mon-day, the Ogle Coun-ty Board unanimously approved an ordinance abating taxes to pay for the recently-constructed new Ogle County Jail.The ordinance abated taxes levied for the year 2022 to pay debt service on $9,705,000 general obligation bonds (alter-nate revenue source), series 2018; $4,760,000 g e n e r a l  o b l i g a t i o n bonds (alternate revenue source), series 2019 and $6,523,000 general obli-gation bonds (alternate revenue source), series 2020.
The jail was completed in late 2020 and inmates moved to it in February 2021.

The 42,000 square-foot, 154-bed facility consists of multiple hous-ing blocks utilizing direct 

supervision methods for both males and females in custody. Areas in the building include public waiting and visitation, video visitation, facility administration, hold-ing and intake, medical, kitchen, laundry, inmate property storage and a vehicular “sally port” for bringing in and moving inmates safely. The project came in $800,000 under budget with no delays. The pre-vious Ogle County Jail was demolished in recent months.

HB 5471The board unanimous-ly passed a resolution op-posing House Bill 5471, a recently passed and signed state legislation that bans the sale and manufacture of assault weapons in Illinois. Current owners of high-power assault weap-ons, .50 caliber rifles and ammunition, and 

large-capacity magazines will be allowed to keep them, but will be required to register them with the Illinois State Police prior to Jan. 1, 2024 or face a Class A misdemeanor, punishable by up to 364 days in prison and the degree of charges could increase based on number of unregistered weapons.On Jan. 11, Ogle Coun-ty Sheriff Brian VanVick-le and approximately 80 other sheriffs in the state issued statements saying they’ll refuse to enforce a provision of the bill that requires current owners to register their weapons.“I, among many others, believe that HB 5471 is a clear violation of the Second Amendment to the U.S. Constitution,” VanVickle’s statement said. “Therefore, as the custodian of the jail and chief law enforcement official for Ogle County, proclaim that neither myself or my office will 

County board: Bond abatement for new jail approvedResolution opposing state gun bill approved

be checking to ensure that lawful gun owners register their weapons with the state, nor will we be arresting or hous-ing individuals that have been charged solely with non-compliance of this act.”
Board Member Thom-as K. Smith thanked the sheriff for speaking out 

during Monday’s meet-ing. 
“I stand to thank Ogle County Sheriff Brian VanVickle for coming out publicly and telling the legislature where to put it and protecting my sec-ond amendment rights,” Smith said. “Thank you.”

See BOARD page 2Sheriff speaks out against new state gun legislation
‘We’re not going to go out and look to make law-abiding citizens into criminals’

Ogle County Board Chairman John Finfrock pre-
sented a plaque to former Board Member Bruce 
McKinney (Rochelle), whose time on the board 
ended recently. McKinney was a board member 
for 10 years and served on the zoning committee. 
Prior to that, he was on the County Zoning Board 
of Appeals for over 15 years.

and the degree of charges could increase based on number of unregistered weapons.
“I, among many oth-ers, believe that HB 5471 is a clear violation of the 

Second Amendment to the U.S. Constitution,” VanVickle’s statement said. “Therefore, as the custodian of the jail and chief law enforcement official for Ogle County, 

proclaim that neither myself or my office will be checking to ensure that lawful gun owners register their weapons with the state, nor will we be arresting or hous-ing individuals that have been charged solely with non-compliance of this act.”
VanVickle spoke with the Rochelle News-Lead-er and Ogle County Life on Jan. 13 about his state-ment and HB 5471. He said his main issue with the legislation is how it relates to the second amendment and it being a “far-reaching restriction on firearm ownership.”The sheriff said 95 percent of sheriffs in the state issued statements against the legislation. While ISP has been and will be the agency 

tasked with gun-related enforcement, VanVickle said his office will not be participating in matters associated with the act. “We’re not going to go out and look to make law-abiding citizens into criminals,” VanVickle said. “That’s not what we’re charged to do in our profession. If there’s people out there that are going to look for law-abiding citizens and charge them with these crimes under state stat-ute, we’re not required to house them in the county jail, so that’s something we’re not going to do either until there’s a court order that places them in our custody. That’s the main point of our statement.”

See SPEAK page 2

Winter 2023

Rochelle News-LeaderRochelle News-LeaderSunday, January 22, 2023 • Section 3
Sunday, January 22, 2023 • Section 3Ogle County LifeOgle County LifeMonday, January 23, 2023 • Section C

Monday, January 23, 2023 • Section C

Bridal Guide

Thank You
Ogle County Life Honorary Staff Members  

Make Contributions and Share Views
“Love your paper. Keep up the good work.”

“Thank you for the news! I appreciate all 
the Polo information.”

Betty Ebert

“Thank you so much for the Life.”
Monte Nixon

“I enjoy the paper. Look forward to the 
news each week.”

Ms. Marjorie Wilhelm

“Thank you for giving us the local news. 
You do a great job!”

M. Knodle

“Look forward to getting the Life paper 
each Monday. Full of local news and ads. 
Keep up the good work!”

Carol Garkey

“Thank you again for your publication’s 
service to our surrounding communities. 
You are an appreciated source for needed 
information and a good update on local 
news and happenings.”

Carole Sutton

“Thank you for the Ogle Co. Life. I like the 
sports reports. I am also grateful for the 
obits. The library news is always interesting 
to compare what each library is doing.”

Judy Jolly 

“Thanks again for another good year of a 
great paper.”

Marilyn

“Thank you for your complimentary Life 
paper. God’s blessings and God Bless 
America. Thank you.”

Gloria Kulik

“Great paper! Thank you.”
Rita Richardson

“Ogle County Life, thank you for 
continuing to give us this paper for free. 
Enjoy reading it!”

Raymond, Ardis and Jason Kump

“Thank you for keeping Ogle County 
residents in the know!”

“Thank you!”
Terry Brien

“Ogle County Life: Thanks for the great 
paper, but we miss Brad Jennings’ column. 
Also liked smaller version of shorter paper. 
Happy 2023!”

Larry & Sandy Wells

“Thanks for all you do.”
Joel and Anna Gouker

“You have a very nice paper! Keep up the 
good work!”

“Dear Staff at Ogle County Life, 
Thank you for publishing such a high 
quality local newspaper. We appreciate the 
scope of area news covered by the Life. We 
also appreciate the “Viewpoint,” with its 
balanced content - not just one side of the 
issue. Best regards,”

Jim and Marsha Behrens

02132023
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Jenn Goley
630-732-6858

Carla Benesh
815-985-6235

Mark True
815-631-1699

Lori Peterson
815-973-2180

JD Gieson
815-677-1873

Stephanie Wendt
815-985-2055

Merri Cruz
815-988-7947

Rebecca Hazzard
Designated Managing Broker/Owner

815-509-8432

Carrie Rowland
815-677-8656

Erin Spence
815-262-5555

Boone Lockard
815-970-3506

Ashley Patterson
815-291-6308

Jenny Kirchner
815-440-2145

Josie Kuss
815-994-1079

Taylor Miller
815-751-8943

Casey Cline
217-840-8855

Jamie Pendergrass
815-243-4310

Becky Adams
815-509-5837

Kierra Moore 
815-238-3902

RockValleyProperties.com
Each office is independently owned & operated.

                     NEW LISTING!                                   NEW PRICE! 

1624 Brandywine Ln., Dixon $175,500 Call JD 
Welcome to your forever home! This newly updated 3 bed, 2.5 bath 2-story charmer has it 
all - from new carpet, almost all new windows and refreshed bathrooms to a cozy gas fireplace 
in the living room. And with a full basement and 2-car garage, there’s plenty of room for all your 
hobbies. The peaceful neighborhood outside of town even has a private boat launch for summer 
adventures! Unwind in the spacious master bed and bath, and rest easy with the included home 
generator. Come see it today!

606 E Washington St., Oregon, IL

815-732-9100

7082 S. Hoosier Rd., 
Ashton

 $244,900 Call Mark
Looking for a beautiful COUNTRY home on 
1.6 wooded acres in Ogle county? This one 
could be for YOU! This 1.5 story home has 
3 to 4 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, a very spacious 
kitchen with oak cabinets and nice skylights 
that bring in the light! Stove, refrigerator and 
freezer will stay. Tons of storage available, 
open floor plan, French doors, 1st floor 
laundry room to save steps and a full 
basement. Washer & dryer stay. ENJOY the 
Winter months with a cozy wood burning 
fireplace and huge 24 x 48 garage with 
heated workshop! Brand NEW furnace in 
2022! Back deck and covered porch. Ashton 
Franklin Grove Schools.

WE NEED LISTINGS! 
INVENTORY REMAINS LOW WHILE BUYER DEMAND STAYS STRONG!

000 S Lowden Road Oregon $200,000 Call Carla 
20.04 Acres available in Ogle County. Zoned Intermediate AG. 
Several great building sites. Wooded areas plus prairie areas. Agent 
related.

610 S Division Polo $350,000 Call Rebecca 
CEDARSTONE BUILDING IS BEING OFFERED FOR SALE! Opportunity 
knocks and those opportunities are endless with this property featuring a large 
banquet hall and commercial kitchen. This property once operated as a bar and 
reception hall with parking on site for 50+ vehicles and seating for nearly 300. 
There is a full service banquet area with vaulted ceilings along with a separate 
area with seating for nearly 40. This space can also be opened up to make one 
large banquet space. Kitchen equipment and fixtures are all included. Basement 
has 12 foot ceilings and offers great storage space. Bring your ideas and call for 
a showing today! Sold As Is.

8536 N River Drive Byron $139,900 Call Boone
Completely remodeled 3 bedroom, 1 bath ranch, surrounded by mature trees 
on a quiet corner lot. Updates include: plumbing, flooring, electric service 
panel,paint, water heater, water softener, iron filter, well tank and well pressure 
switch. The garage is oversized with new epoxy flooring. This home also has a 
newer metal roof, windows and furnace.
 

6067 W West Grove Rd., Mt. Morris $183,000 Call Lori
Solid home with great floor plan and large front porch with countryside views. This house has so 
many charming features to make living in this home a dream. Picture windows and pocket doors 
between the living room and dining room. Pellet burning stove in dining room. Wood floors in the 
living room and dining room. The first floor has an enormous full bathroom with laundry hook 
ups and plenty of space for storage. The kitchen has an island, modern cabinets and appealing, 
functional wall of original cabinetry. The second floor has 3bedrooms with exceptional closet space 
and wood floors. Full bathroom with jetted tub upstairs. Walk in storage closet. Pull down stairs to 
very usable attic storage. The basement has a den with a closet, a large recreation room and 2 utility 
rooms. On demand water heater in place on the wall waiting for you to hook it up. Regular water 
heater as well. Detached garage has electric opener. The yard is a great size, not too much to mow 
but plenty of individual gardens for whatever you would like to grow. Oregon school district.

 

NEW 

LISTING NEW 

PRICE

ADVERTISE YOUR 
BUSINESS HERE!
Great Rate - Great Spot!

Call Mike @ 815-561-2124 or email 
mfeltes@oglecountylife.com

01252021

Oregon wrestling 
sees 6 advance 
after regional

The Oregon Hawks wres-
tling team recently took 
part in its 1A Regional. 
“The Hawks left it all on 
the mat today at region-
als!” A Hawks Wrestling 
Facebook post said. 
“This is always a tough 
regional to be in and 
probably the toughest 
in the entire state but we 
came to battle. We have 
six moving on to sec-
tionals next Friday and 
Saturday in Oregon.”
On Feb. 4, Jackson Mes-
senger finished fourth at 
113 (alternate), Preston 
LaBay finished second 
at 120, Lane Halverson 
finished second at 138, 
Seth Stevens finished 
second at 145, Grant 
Stender finished third 
at 152, Anthony Bauer 
finished third at 160 and 
Gabe Eckerd finished 
third at 170.
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WINTER SURVIVAL

The YORK® HMH7 Heat Pump is the ideal solution for spaces that require 
a compact design and a higher level of comfort. All with standard 10-year 
Compressor Limited Warranty, 10-year Parts Limited Warranty and available 
extended warranties for up to a full system replacement.

Exceptional
Comfort, Value
& Flexibility

‣ 16 SEER high-quality, effi  cient 
   comfort
‣ 40% smaller footprint compared to 
   traditional units
‣ 36% quieter operating sound
‣ Snow and organic debris don’t 
   hamper operation

01232023

Stan’s 
Performance

409 E. Hitt St • Mt. Morris

815-734-4272

–Emergency–
815-734-4838

FULL SERVICE GARAGE

Computer Diagnostic
Brakes • Tires • Oil Change

Transmission Care

We Do It All – Give Us A Try!

Stan’s Performance
FULL SERVICE GARAGE

• Computer Diagnostice 
• Brakes • Tires

• Oil Change • Transmission Care
• Air Conditioning 

• Tune Up & Repair

0430201810
14

20
19

Blake Automotive
3678 IL 64, Mt. Morris  

815-734-7228

Full-Service
Auto  Repair
&Maintenance

From factory-
schedule 
maintenance 
to emergency 
repairs and 
towing, we offer 
trusted service 
and great rates for 
unbeatable value.

01202020

HANK’S REPAIR
Hank Kaiser, Owner

54 Stephenson St.
German Valley

815-362-3451

 • General Automotive    • Install Jasper Engines & Transmissions
• A.S.E. Certified              • Tires

02
21

20
22

DAN’S  AUTO REPAIRDAN’S  AUTO REPAIR
Complete Auto & Truck Services

Locally Owned & Operated for 28 Years
Time to get your vehicles ready for Fall & Winter!

• Minor to Major • Brakes 
• Oil Change • Complete Diagnostics

• Engine/Transmission
• Domestic & Most Foreign Cars

815-734-6267815-734-6267
4377 E. Rt. 64
Mt. Morris, IL

Dan Raney
Owner/Operator 11

15
20

21

MANY changes are 
to be expected as fall 
gives way to winter. 
Temperatures drop 
for much of the coun-
try, and depending on 
where one lives, snow, 
wind and ice are to be 
expected. 

As beautiful as 
snow-covered land-
scapes can be, winter 
presents unique haz-
ards, notably slippery 
roads and surfaces. 
Chilly temperatures 
also can put people 
at risk if they spend 
prolonged periods out-
doors unprotected. 

According to the 
insurance company 
Carsurance, more 
than 156,000 crashes 
occur annually due 
to icy roads. Rough-
ly 17 percent of all 
vehicle crashes happen 
in winter conditions. 
Winter hazards are not 
exclusive to driving, 
however. That means 
winter safety involves 
a consideration of a 
host of factors.
1. Changing 
visibility

While slippery sur-
faces may contribute to 
some accidents, visibil-
ity can quickly change 
with winter weather. 

Blowing snow can 
contribute to whiteout 
conditions. In addition, 
fog can be hazardous 
to drivers, aviators and 
mariners and contrib-
utes to thousands of 
travel accidents every 
year, advises the Na-
tional Weather Service. 
It’s important to slow 
down, leave plenty of 
distance, use your low-
beam headlights, and 
recognize when it may 
be safest to pull over, 
such as when visibility 
is significantly com-
promised.
2. Snow 
removal

Shoveling snow or 
using a snowblower are 
common wintertime 
activities. Yet strenu-
ous levels of activity 
in cold temperatures 
could put people at risk 
of heart attack, partic-
ularly if they are not 
acclimated to physical 
activity. Always warm 
up prior to shoveling 
snow to prepare the 
body for exercise. Go 
slowly and take fre-
quent breaks. Avoid 
twisting and tossing 
snow over your shoul-
der, which can contrib-
ute to back injuries.
3. Carbon 

4 factors to consider to maintain winter safety

monoxide 
poisoning

Winter weather 
means turning up the 
heat or doing more 
indoor cooking. Carbon 
monoxide is produced 
through the burning of 
fuel in various forms, 
including stoves, 
engines, gas ranges, 
portable generators, 
and grills. The National 
Safety Council says 
carbon monoxide is an 

odorless, colorless gas 
that can go undetect-
ed as it builds up in 
enclosed spaces. Never 
warm up the car inside 
of a contained garage. 
Do not use portable 
flameless chemical 
heaters indoors, and 
have furnaces, wa-
ter heaters and other 
fuel-burning appliances 
checked and serviced 
by a qualified techni-
cian annually. Be sure 
that carbon monoxide 

alarms are on every 
floor of the home, and 
take it seriously if the 
alarm goes off.
4. Black ice

Black ice is a 
common winter foe. 
Black ice forms when 
temperatures rise 
above freezing during 
the day, melting any 
snow on the ground 
and causing surfaces 
to become wet. If the 
temperature drops 
once more while the 
ground is wet, a thin, 
transparent sheet of 
ice can form. Black 
ice also may occur 
if moisture in the air 
condenses and forms 

dew or fog, and then 
the temperature drops 
below freezing, says 
the National Weather 
Service. Black ice gets 
its name because it 
looks black on asphalt 
roads. However, it also 
can form on sidewalks 
and overpasses, or 
spots shaded by trees 
or other objects. Slow-
ing down and exercis-
ing extreme caution are 
essential.

Winter is a beauti-
ful season. But it can 
be just as hazardous 
as it is awe-inspiring. 
Taking steps to stay 
safe in unpredictable 
conditions is a necessi-
ty each winter.  

Winter has its share of 
safety hazards, and extra 
effort may be required to 
protect one’s health and 
well-being when the chill 
creeps in. In recognition 
of that, the National 

Tips for winter safety
Safety Council and the 
Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention offer 
these winter safety tips.

1. Winterize your 
home to keep interi-
or temperatures com-
fortable and prevent 
weather-related damage. 
Winterizing includes in-
sulating water lines that 
run along exterior walls, 
cleaning out gutters, 
installing weather strip-
ping, and replenishing 
insulation.

2. Exercise in cold 
temperatures can put 
many people at risk of 
heart attack - especially 
those who are typically 
inactive. If you must 
exercise in cold weath-
er, remember to stretch 
beforehand. Take breaks 
when shoveling or ask 
for help.

3. Check carbon mon-
oxide alarms to see if 
they are working prop-
erly. Every year in the 
United States, more than 
400 people die from and 
50,000 are treated for 
carbon monoxide poi-
soning. Exhaust from im-
properly vented heating 
appliances can contrib-
ute to carbon monoxide 
sickness.

4. Prepare a winter 
emergency kit and keep 
it in your car in case 
you are stranded in in-
clement weather. The 
kit can include food, 
water, blankets, first-
aid supplies, flares, and 
booster cables, among 
other items.
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SPORTS NEWS

Belvidere Collectible Coins

880 Belvidere Road • Belvidere, IL

www.goldsilverjewelrycoin.com

We Pay Highest Prices For Gold, Silver, Platinum, 
Jewelry, Coins, Flatware, Dental & Bullion

10% More For Jewelry
With This Ad!

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9:30am-5:00pm • Sat. 10:30am-2pm

~ Call For Directions ~  (815) 547-7111

Follow Us On

Visit our  
Consignors & 

Vendors:

Located at:

1054 Lincoln Hwy, Rochelle

Call 815-561-6837  |  zigzagantique@gmail.com
T-F 9-5, Sat 10-2, Sun-Mon Closed

Priscilla’s Parlor/ 
Priscilla Ortiz

Pam Capes
Cindy Dexter

Kathy Erickson
Artina Hibshman

Rich King
Sylvia McConaughy

Angels Nielsen
Bill Peska

Helen Worley

Call:
Andrew Heiserman 815-561-2123 • Christel Ackland 815-561-2153 • Chris Grimm 815-561-2125

Be included in the  
Antiques & Collectibles 

spotlight!

Polo wrestlers finish top 3 at 
regional

The Polo wresting team recent-
ly took part in the 1A wrestling 
regional at Eastland. Three Marco 
wrestlers finished top three in 
the competition and advanced to 
the Feb. 11 sectionals in Oregon. 
Josiah Perez took first place at 106, 
Wyatt Doty placed second at 132 
and Lucas Nelson placed third at 
126.

AREA SPORTS

Oregon girls bowling finishes 
regular season

The Oregon girls bowling team ended its 
regular season Feb. 2 in Mendota with a 2,916-
2,621 victory. The Lady Hawks ended the season 
with a 12-3 dual match record and the senior 
girls ended with a four-year varsity record of 
45-9. Oregon was led by Ava Wight with a 592 
series (177,221,194) followed by Trinity Hul-
tquist with a season-high 560 series, Mackenzie 
Alford’s 478 series, Kendra Erhler’s 475 series, 
Kylie Krug’s 450 series and Ahren Howey’s 361 
series. Oregon will be competing in the Freeport 
Regional on Saturday.
Oregon girls hoops defeats North 
Boone

On Feb. 2, the Oregon varsity girls basketball 
team defeated North Boone 67-53 at home. The 
Hawks were led in scoring by Hadley Lutz (29 
points) and Mariah Drake (18 points). Oregon’s 
junior varsity team also picked up a victory 33-18.
Stillman Valley girls hoops 
defeats St. Edwards

On Feb. 2, the Stillman Valley varsity girls 
basketball team defeated St. Edwards 71-25. 
The Cardinals were led in scoring by Madison 
McCammond (14 points) and Jenna Shelburne 
(12 points).  
Stillman boys hoops defeats 
Oregon

On Feb. 3 on the road, the Stillman Valley 
varsity boys basketball team defeated Oregon 79-
68. The Cardinals were led in scoring by Owen 
Dunseth (24 points) and Alex Rahn (17 points). 
The Hawks were led in scoring by Noah Johnson 
(18 points) and Jacob Vegliando (15 points). 
AFC boys hoops defeats Stillman 
Valley

On Feb. 4, the Stillman Valley varsity boys 
basketball team went on the road and fell to Ash-
ton-Franklin Center 61-60. The Cardinals were 
led in scoring by Owen Dunseth (22 points) and 
Alex Rahn (13 points). 
Oregon girls bowling competes in  
regional

The Oregon girls bowling team competed in the 
IHSA Regional tournament Feb. 4 at 4 Seasons, 
Freeport. The Lady Hawks as a team finished 
in seventh place with a 5,024 total, failing to 
advance to next week’s Sectional tournament, 
in one of the highest-scoring sites in the state, 
and the only regional statewide with seven teams 
surpassing the 5,000-pin total. 

I n d i v i d u a l l y ,  Av a  W i g h t  f i n i s h e d 
in first  place overall  with a 1,290 series 
(225,267,224,205,185,184) becoming the first 
Oregon Bowler to be a two-time Regional 
champion, boys or girls. Two ladies just missed 
advancing to the Sectional. Mackenzie Alford 
rolled a 1,015 series, missing the cut by one spot 
– 20 pins and Kendra Erhler had a 1,012 series, 
23 pins out. Also bowling Feb. 4 was Kylie Krug 
(888 series), Trinity Hultquist (703 series in five 
games) and Ahren Howey (116 game). 

Continued on page 5
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Whatever you’re looking for, 
these local businesses ask 
you to consider them first.

Wouldn’t you like your 
business card seen by 

28,500 people?
 CALL 815-732-2156

Accounting

Jeanette Heesaker, CPA
Masters in Business Administration 

and Finance
Certified Managerial Accountant

Accounting and Tax Services
For Business/Individual/Partnership

132 W. Second St., Suite 1 . Byron, IL 61010 

(815) 234-8100

Air Conditioning

Randy Gaul
815-946-2386

604 N. Division
Polo, Illinois 61046

HEATING AIR CONDITIONING

Gaul’s Climate Control
815-734-7314

Auto

Hank's Repair
Hank Kaiser-Owner

ASE Certified
P.O. Box 31

54 Stephenson St.
German Valley, IL 61039

Bus. ph. 815-362-3451 Cell ph. 815-238-5144
Fax ph. 815-362-2316

Auto Repair Bathtub Refinishing

PORCELAIN SPECIALISTS

PORCELAIN & FIBERGLASS REFINISHING 
AND REPAIR

TUB TILE, SINKS, SHOWER ENCLOSURES, 
FLOOR REPLACEMENT

KOHLER AUTHORIZED REPAIR

BILL CHANCE
815-247-8686 $2000 OFF  

thru 3/32/23
A TUB ABOVE THE REST

CABINETS Concrete CONCRETE

Construction

Mark Miller Construction
For All Your Building Needs!

Commercial/Residential Work
SERVING OGLE COUNTY FOR OVER 30 YEARS

• New Construction • Roofing • Windows • Additions

• Complete Remodeling • Siding • Painting • Interior/Exterior

• Drywall  • Flooring • Decks

Free Estimates • Lead Certified

815-761-1626

Construction

NAVARRO & SONS
Construction Company

********
Ceramic Tile • Wood Floors • Painting • Siding-
Basements • Room Additions  • Baths • Kitchens
Over 25 yrs. exp.       Custom touch      No job too big or too small
FRANK NAVARRO • OREGON / BYRON

PHONE: 815-234-7588 FAX: 815-234-7568

Free 
Estimates

Sr. Citizen 
Discount

FIVE  ALARMFIVE  ALARM

EVENTS & ENTERTAINMENT

FIREWORKS CO.FIREWORKS CO.
PYROTECHNIC DISPLAYSPYROTECHNIC DISPLAYS
PHIL GIUFFRE 773-415-4277 OREGON, ILLINOIS  

WWW.5ALARMFIREWORKS.COM 
FESTIVALS, CONCERTS, WEDDING HOMECOMINGS, CORPORATE EVENTS

FENCING

Dixon, IL

815-677-1402
Agircultural - Residential - Commercial

- Hi-tensile electric
- Woven wire
- Board rail
- Horse fence

- Vinyl fencing
- Chain link
- Split rail
- Privacy

FREE 
ESTIMATES!

Firewood

AT’s
Firewood
815-751-2255

All Hardwoods, Seasoned, 
Delivered, Stacked

Gutters HAIR CARE HANDYMAN

C.J. HOME MAINTENANCE 
and REPAIR

We fix almost anything in and around the home!
20 Plus Years Experience

Regular and Emergency Service 24 Hours A Day
7 Days A Week

Phone 1-815-234-4511
Cell 1-815-222-6239

Byron, Oregon,
Mt. Morris Areas

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Insured FREE 

ESTIMATES

New Construction • Complete Remodels • Additions • Windows
Doors • Sunrooms • Kitchens • Basements • Baths • Garages

Dan Houston 815.871.5748 • Craig Kosch 815.566.7424

www.integrityhomeimp.com

LAWNCARE PAINTING

WALLPAPER PAINTING STAINING

K & J
DECORATING, INC.

Specializing in painting or staining kitchen 
cabinets or woodwork.

Insured         Over 40 Years Experience

Ken Kline Cell (815) 353-5754
Stillman Valley, IL

PAINTING PET GROOMING
by

Dun Wright Grooming

• Pets Groomed at Your Home
• Less Stress on Yourself and Your Pet
• No More “Separation” Anxiety
• No More Day-Long Waits for Pets

• Cut of Your Choice
    (depends on coat condition)
• Specialty/Flea Baths Available
• Bath/Hand Blow-Drying/Toe Nails Clipped

Contact person: 815-440-4779 Pam Wright

MOBILE 
GROOMING

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

“Your Trees 
Deserve a 
Certified 
Arborist!”Serving Ogle County Since 1996

• Trimming & Removals • Climbing Specialists • Insect & Disease Control
• Planting Service • Arborist Consulting

Fully Licensed & Insured

732-4710

TREE CARE TREE SERVICE TREE REMOVAL

Merlin Fox - 815-440-9827
merlin@illinoisdoormasters.com

SERVICING AND INSTALLING GARAGE DOORSSERVICING AND INSTALLING GARAGE DOORS

Oregon, IL

GARAGE DOORS

SERVICE CALL SPECIAL
$2995 ANY 

BRAND
We Service All Makes & Models. Test & check.

Over 30 Years Experience.
AFFORDABLE WATER

815-625-3426
Toll Free: 877-353-7638

Offer Expires 4/30/20

12212020

WATER SOFTENER

Auto

GENE GREEN
Sales Agent

Forreston Car Care
204 S Ash Ave
Forreston, IL 61030

Cell: 815-238-7966
forrestoncarcare@gmail.com
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LOCAL NEWS

AREA CHURCH  DIRECTORY
   

Masses: Sun 10:30am, Tuesday Mass 8 a.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation: First Sunday of each month after 
10:30 mass
OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday-Friday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
www.stmarypolo.org 

CHURCH OF THE OPEN BIBLE
302 S. Franklin Ave., Polo, Illinois • 815-946-2848 • Luke N. Schier, Pastor       
Sunday Worship: 9:30am We include our children in our Sunday Worship 
Experience. “”THE GRAND Kids Class”  Ages 3-10 are then dismissed right 
after Praise & Worship. Blended Services. “Passion for God” “Compassion for 
People” Visit our website: PoloOpenBible.org

CROSSROADS COMMUNITY CHURCH ~ 
POLO CAMPUS

Meeting Sundays @ 10AM Service
205 N. Jefferson Avenue, Polo ~ 815.837.5255
polo@crossroadscn.com 
We offer contemporary worship and relevant Bible teaching through 
engaging messages and powerful video. Join us after services for coffee, 
snacks & fellowship. Kidzlink Children’s Ministry (nursery-5th grade) ~ 
during 10AM service
Crave Youth Group (6th-12th grade) ~Wed. 6:30PM - June 1st .
Visit our website: www.crossroadscn.com

FAITH DISCOVERY CHURCH
801 W. Oregon St., Polo • 815-946-3588 • Jeremy Heller, Pastor
 Sunday School 9:00 a.m., Worship Service 10:00 a.m., Nursery Available, 
Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 p.m. We Are an independent non-
denominational Christian church. Visitors are always welcome.

STILLMAN VALLEY
RED BRICK CHURCH OF STILLMAN VALLEY
(CONGREGATIONAL CHRISTIAN CHURCH)

Pastor Rev. Dr. Chris Brauns  |  Associate Pastor David Bogner
207 W Roosevelt Road (Rte 72), Stillman Valley. 
815-645-2526  |  www.theredbrickchurch.org
Sunday:  Worship at 9:00 and 10:30 am. Sunday School at 9:00 am.
Wednesday:  AWANA (Sept – April) from 6:00 to 7:15 pm.
Men, women, youth Bible Studies throughout the year.
See website for all activities or contact the church office.

KISHWAUKEE COMMUNITY 
EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

8195 Kishwaukee Road, Stillman Valley, IL 61084 / 815-965-1940
Rev. Nick Garner, Pastor
www.kishchurch.org
Sunday Schedule: Discipleship Hour 9:00 AM, Coffee Fellowship 11:15 AM
Gathered Worship 10:00 AM
For complete ministry schedule check out our website or call the church 
office.

VALLEY EVANGELICAL COVENANT CHURCH
Interim Pastor Lisa Orris
103 S Maple St, Stillman Valley, IL 
815-645-8872 | www.valleycov.org
Sunday Morning 9am ‘Gather’ for learning & conversation, 10:15am Worship 
both onsite and online at facebook.com/VECCfSV
Home of Valley Covenant Preschool 815-645-8882 Director Jill Huber
Bible Studies, Youth Group, Bread of Life Food Pantry
Please visit website for more information or contact the church office M-F 
9am-2pm

GRACE FELLOWSHIP CHURCH 
DAVIS JUNCTION

Pastor Brad Pittman           www.graceisforyou.com
10479 E. High Rd., Stillman Valley, IL 61084• 815-973-1369  
Worship Service:  Saturday at 5pm

WINNEBAGO
MIDDLE CREEK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

12473 Montague Road, Winnebago, IL 61088
Located West of Tower Road on Montague Rd.
Sunday: Sunday School at 9:15 am and Worship Service at 10:30 am. 
Office Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs. & Friday 9am-2pm.
Phone: 815-335-2609. Email: middlecreekchurch@gmail.com

MT. MORRIS CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
409 W. Brayton Road, Mt. Morris, IL 61045 Phone 734-4573
Pastor-Rodney Caldwell. Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m. Worship service available 
online, call for details. Other activities currently suspended due to pandemic. 

Email: mtmcob@frontier.com 

MT. MORRIS TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
308 E. Brayton Rd. Mt. Morris, IL Phone: 734-6354   Rev. Josh Ehrler    

Worship Services: Saturday 5:30 PM; Worship Sunday 9:30 AM . 
Sunday Church School - follows Worship Service (Sept.-May) Chime Choir 

Wednesday 6:00 PM; 

LITTLE PRAIRIE MENNONITE CHURCH
409 W Brayton Rd. Mt Morris, IL 61054 (Church of the Brethren Basement 
Entrance) Worship Services: 10:00 AM Sunday Morning, 7:00 PM 1st & 3rd 
Sunday Evening, 7:30 PM 2nd & 4th Wednesday Evenings of the Month.
Pastor:  Norman Reinford 779-861-3700

OREGON

EAST OREGON CHAPEL CHURCH OF GOD
East Oregon Chapel Church of God
The Sharing is Caring Church.
107 N Daysville Rd. Oregon, IL  Phone: 815-732-2960. 
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Monday Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Breakfast is served the Fifth Sunday of the Month beginning at 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday activities: Adults & Children meet weekly beginning at 6:30pm. 
In the event that Oregon Schools are not in session we do not meet on 
Wednesdays. 

EBENEZER REFORMED CHURCH
2997 N. German Church Rd., 815-732-6313
3 miles east of Oregon on Rt. #64 then 2 miles north on German Church Rd. 
• Rev. Josiah Youngquist
www.EBENEZERREFORMED.com • Sunday school 9:00 a.m.  Worship 10:00 
a.m.

LIGHTHOUSE UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Matthew J. Smith 4962 S. Daysville Rd., Oregon, IL 61061 815-732-7683
Worship at 9:00 a.m. Holy Communion celebrated the first Sunday of each of 
month. Lighthouse will lite up your life!

OREGON CHURCH OF GOD
860 W. Oregon Trail Road Oregon, IL      Phone: 732-6847 or 732-2604  Pastor 
Michael Hoffman; Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.; Morning worship, 10:30 a.m.; 
Wednesday activities: Adult, Children, and Youth Groups 7 p.m. At the church. 

OREGON FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
505 Hill St.  Oregon, IL 61061  Phone: 732-2642
Pastor: David Snow “A Christ-centered, Bible-believing, family-oriented 
ministry.” Sunday School 9:30 a.m.; Sunday Morning Service 10:30 a.m.; 
Sunday Evening Service 6:00 p.m.; Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

OREGON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
200 S. 4th St, Oregon, IL 61061 • 815/732-2994
www.oregonumc.org •Pastor Rev. Megan Smick
9:00am Fellowship/Sunday School; 10:00am Worship with music, meditation 
& Fellowship; 10:15am Announcements begin.

RIVERSTONE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
609 S. 10th Street , Oregon, IL 61061
Pastor Craig Arnold ~ 812-236-1213
Sunday Service @ 10:45 AM ~ contemporary style worship with coffee and 
doughnuts in our cafe! Online worship is also available via Facebook.
We believe in sharing Communion every Sunday as an act of worship. 
RiverKids Service @ 10:45 AM for nursery-6th grade ~ provides a safe and 
fun environment where kids can learn about who God is and who they are 
because of Him.
Encounter Youth Ministry for kids in 7th-12th grade meets on Sunday 
afternoons. Please see our Facebook page for scheduled dates and times. 
For complete ministry info and events, visit us online at Riverstonecc.com or on 
Facebook at facebook.com/RiverStoneChristianChurch

ST. BRIDE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
1000 Highway 64, West (Hwy 64 W & Mongan Drive on Liberty Hill), Oregon 
• 732-7211 – Office  Rev. Eldred George   
Webpage: saintbrides.org • E-mail:saint.bride.church@gmail.com • 
Worship Services: Sunday 10 am Holy Communion with Hymns
Christian Education Available

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH, NALC
114 S. 5th St. Oregon, IL  Phone: (815) 732-2367
Website: stpaulnalcoregonil.weebly.com   
10:15 a.m. Fellowship/Education hours
11:30 a.m. Worship 

POLO
ST. MARY CHURCH

Rectory/Office: 211 North Franklin Ave., Polo, IL 61064
PHONE: 815-946-2535 • Rev. Joseph P. Naill

FORRESTON
 FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH

402 2nd Avenue, Forreston, IL 61030, Phone 815-938-3203Pastor Scott 
Ralston 
Sunday Worship 9:00 am; Sunday School 10:00 am

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
402 First Ave., Forreston, IL   Phone: 815-938-2380
Pastor Sung-Eun Kim
OPEN HEARTS, OPEN MINDS, OPEN DOORS
Worship at 9:00 a.m. (childcare provided) with coffee and fellowship 
immediately following. Sunday School Age 3-Adult, 10:15 am.
AA meets Mondays, 8:00 AM. Monthly United Methodist Women’s meetings. 

God is Good, All the Time, All the Time, God is Good!

ST. JAMES  LUTHERAN CHURCH
Pastor Karen Tews 
West Grove Rd. At Columbine Rd.
Worship Service 10:30 am. Communion is served every Sunday.
“Singing the Song of Christian Faith in Worship, Service, Learning, Outreach 
and Welcome” in a beautiful rural setting.

Everyone is cordially invited to be with us.

LEAF RIVER
 ADELINE ZION EVANGELICAL CHURCH

9106 Cedar St. in Adeline, Leaf River, IL 61047 • Ph:815-541-4863  Sunday 
Services: Sunday School 9:00 am, Worship Service 10:15 am

VISITORS WELCOME

LEAF RIVER BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Billy Hardy
Live Sermon Streaming: Sundays at 10:00 AM at www.facebook.com/
LEAFRIVERBC/
Archived Sermons on our YouTube channel: Leaf River Baptist Church (Until 
further notice)
9:30 Church Service. Nursery available, 11:00 Sunday school for all ages. 
Nursery available
6941 N Mt Morris Rd, Leaf River, IL  61047
815-738-2205  leafriverbc@gmail.com

LINDENWOOD

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH – LCMS
immanuel-lindenwood.org (for sermons, events, etc.)
16060 E. Lindenwood Road, Lindenwood, IL 61049
815-393-4500 • office@immanuel-lindenwood.org
Sunday Mornings: Divine Service @ 9am; Food & Fellowship @ 
10am; Sunday School and Adult Bible Study @ 10:30am
Food Bank: 1st and 3rd Saturdays, 9am-12pm
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Matthew Rosebrock
pastor@immanuel-lindenwood.org

LINDENWOOD UNION CHURCH
101 N Galena st, P.O box 67
Lindenwood IL 
815-393-4658
Worship- 10:00 am 
Coffee Fellowship following service

KINGS 
ELIM REFORMED CHURCH

140 S. Church Road, Kings, IL 61068  • Pastor Marv Jacobs 
Phone 815-562-6811 E-mail: goelimchurch@gmail.com
Website:  www.goelimchurch.org
Sunday morning worship 10:00 am

MOUNT MORRIS 
DISCIPLES UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

“By God’s grace in Christ, we LIVE, LOVE, and SERVE”
All are welcome here! 
9:30 am - Sunday Worship with Communion open to all
10:45 am - Sunday School (Sep - May)
www.disciplesumc.org 
(815) 734-4853 
102 N Maple Ave., Mt. Morris, IL 61054
Rev. Julie Bunt, Pastor

EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH OF MT. MORRIS
102 S. Seminary Ave., Mt. Morris, IL  61054   815-734-4942  www.efcmm.org 
Senior Pastor:  Bruce McKanna.  Sunday Schedule: 8:30 a.m.  Sunday School 
for all ages. 9:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship. 10:00 a.m.  Morning Worship with 
Childcare and Children’s Church.

BYRON
ALL SAINTS LUTHERAN CHURCH

624 Luther Drive, Byron IL 61010 815-234-5277
Pastor:  Janet Wold
Sunday Worship Service held at 9:00 am.  A recording of each Sunday’s 
worship service is available on our Facebook page and our website later in 
the day.  Communion is served every Sunday.   Sunday School for ages 3 
through Adult  is held at 10:00 am September through May. Confirmation 
studies for 7th and 8th grade students are held each Sunday morning at 
10:00 am.  Monday afternoon Bible Study is held at 1:30 pm via Zoom.  In 
person Bible Studies are held Tuesday evening at 7:00 pm and Wednesday 
afternoon at 1:30 pm.  Book Club and The GATHERING meet monthly; 
quilters meet twice monthly.  Visit our website http://www.AllSaintsByron.
org or call the church office for further information.

CORNERSTONE FAMILY CHURCH
205 N. Peru St., Byron 815-234-8737 cornerstonefam ily.church
Sr. Pastor: Erik Ness, NextGen/ Family Pastor: Collin Nicholls
Children’s Ministry Director : Lori Martin
Worship Service on Sundays at 10am with Children ‘s Worship Service and 
Nursery Available
Sr High Youth Min istry Sundays at 6:00pm, Jr High Youth Ministry 
Wednesdays at 6:30pm
Numerous Small Groups Available for All Ages throughout the week .
Please call our Church Office or visit our website for more details .
Office Hours: 8:00am -4:30pm Mondays-Thursdays 

BYRON ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH
226 E. Second St, Byron, IL 61010 - Phone 815-234-7431 – Fr. Richard 
Rosinski. Weekday Masses:  Tuesday – Friday 7:30am,  Weekend Masses: 
May – August   Sat. 5:00 pm, Sun. 8:00 am and 10:00 am, September – 
April  Sat. 5:00 pm, Sun. 8:00 am and 10:45 am, Reconciliation:  Fri. 8:00 
am – 8:30 am; Sat. 3:30 pm – 4:30 pm or by appointment

SHEPHERD EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH
NEW LOCATION! Jarrett Prairie Center 7993 N. River Rd., Byron Phone 963-
5216 Rev. Michael Axmark, Pastor.Discover Time 9:30 a.m., Fellowship 10:15 
a.m., Worship 10:30 a.m.
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 838, Byron, IL 61010

UNITED CHURCH OF BYRON
A Member of the United Church of Christ 
701 W. Second Street; PO Box 927, Byron IL 61010, 815-234-8777 
Email: ucb@comcast.net 
Website: unitedchurchofbyron.org 
Pastor: Rev. Tyler Spellious 
Youth Ministry Coordinator: Richard Simpson 
Sunday Schedule & Worship opportunities: 
Service of Meditation & Prayer: 8:15am- 8:45am 
Adult Sunday School Hour: 9am 
Kids Sunday School: (for ages 3 thru 5th grade) 9:30 -10:15am 
Coffee & fellowship time: 9:30am - 10:30am
Main Worship: 10:30am 
Spark Youth Group (for ages 6th grade thru 12th grade) - Sundays, 5pm-7pm 
For complete ministry schedule and other activities, please check our website or 
Facebook page or contact the church office. 
Whoever you are or wherever you are on your journey, you are welcome here! 

BEACON HILL ASSEMBLY OF GOD
“Building Faith for Life”
6467 N. German Church Rd., Byron, IL - Ph. (815) 234-8032 - 
beaconhillbyron.org
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 448, Byron, IL 61010
Pastor: Gary Cortese
Service Times: Sundays at 10AM; Wednesday night Faith-Lift at 6:30PM
Find us on Facebook/Beacon Hill Assembly of God

CHANA
CHANA UNITED METHODIST

Pastor Josh Brown, 606 Main Street, Chana, IL 61015. Church office 815-732-
7683. (E-mail address: chanaumc@gmail.com Adult & Children’s Education 
9:00 a.m. Worship Service 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion celebrated the first 
Sunday of each month. At Chana Church you will find Open Hearts-Open 
Minds-Open Doors.

DAVIS JUNCTION 

DAVIS JUNCTION 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Open Minds, Open Hearts, Open Doors • “God’s Heart in Our Community” 
Located in town on Rt. 72 • Our Pastor is Rev. Keith Kelsey-Powell  Sunday 
Services:  Worship 10:30am, Childrens time during Worship Service. 
Fellowship following the Worship Service each Sunday. Communion the first 
Sunday of the month. Potluck luncheon following Worship every  4th Sunday, 
except in the summer months of  June, July and August. Various small groups 
meet throughout the month. For more information about the small groups 
please call 298-2310. AA meets Wednesdays at 5:30pm and Saturdays at 9am. 
For more information please visit our website WWW.DJUMC.ORG 

WHAT a fin-
ish at the 1A 
wrestling re-

gional. As they’ve done in 
the past, it was Dakota and 
Lena-Winslow/Stockton 
separating themselves 
from the rest of the field 
and fighting it out until 
the final match of the day.

After  Henry  En-
gel of Le-Win won the 
285-pound weight class, 
it gave his team a 203-
200 win over Dakota. An 
up-and-coming Oregon 
Hawk squad, which led 
after the first round, was 
third with 149.

Scoring bonus points 
galore in that first round, 
the Hawks had 67 points, 
compared to 51 for Dakota 
and 44 for L-W. Oregon 
continued to run with those 
two big dogs until halfway 
through the semifinals. Its 
last gasp was a 109-all tie 
with Dakota through the 
middle weights.

Then, on contested 
swing matches, Oregon 
lost to wrestlers from 
Dakota and L-W at 160, 
170, 195 and 220. All 
were narrow defeats and 
eliminated the Hawks from 
contending for that coveted 
regional team title.

None-the-less, Oregon 
demonstrated the ability 
to compete with Dakota 
and L-W for the first time 
in over a decade. The 
next step is the mental 

wherewithal to win when 
it counts the most. Both 
Dakota and L-W have had 
that attribute for years and 
the Hawks are 
headed that way 
too.

My MVP goes 
to Thomas Bow-
man of Dakota. 
As a No. 9 seed 
in a nine-man 
bracket at 195, 
Bowman won 
four straight matches to 
win that weight class, in-
cluding a pin of the No. 1 
seed, an overtime win the 
semis and a 3-1 decision in 
the finals. That’s gutting it 
out and nearly willing his 
team to the title.

Toughest draw had to 
be Oregon’s Grant Stender 
at 152. He will go into the 
sectional with 40 wins, but 
was only seeded fourth at 
the regional, needing go 
through the wrestle backs 
to beat the No. 3 seed in the 
third-place match. Though 
he lost to Garrett Luke, 
ranked No. 2 in the state, 
he pinned everyone else in 
resounding fashion.

In one of the most 
anticipated matches of 
the tourney, Jack Seacrist 
of Stillman Valley gave 
Luke all he could handle in 
the final, losing only 3-2. 
Another top draw was No. 
1 and No. 2 in the state at 
132 with Phoenix Blakely 
of Dakota and Wyatt Doty 

of Polo.
Strangely, Doty saw the 

regional move from Polo to 
the gym at Eastland where 

he attends school. 
The home court ad-
vantage didn’t help, 
as Blakely looks well 
on his way to another 
state title with a 16-2 
win.

Tough-luck wres-
tler of the meet was 
Braxton Jennings 

of Stillman. In the quar-
terfinals, he pinned Jared 
Claunch of Byron, only 
to lose a third-place bout 
to him, 3-2. Additionally, 
it was the closest of the 
third-place matches, with 
only the winner moving on 
to the sectional. 

In terms of sectional 
qualifiers, it was quite bal-
anced with Dakota, L-W, 
Oregon and Stillman at 
around 6-7 each.

My original plan was 
to go to Lanark to cover 
the finals. But, I became 
engrossed listening to the 
radio broadcast on WC-
CI-FM out of Savanna.

Where else but in north-
west Illinois are you going 
to find a radio station cov-
ering a wrestling regional? 
Not only that, but they were 
there from the preliminar-
ies on.

This is small-town 
Americana and it felt like 
listening to old-time radio 
in the 1940s. How unique 

this broadcast was kept me 
comfortably home on a cold 
winter day and I would 
use my bracket sheets to 
cross-reference what the 
mat announcers shared.

Sure, I missed the en-
vironment of the Eastland 
gym and visiting with old 
friends. But, I’ll get plenty 
of that at the Oregon sec-
tional.

Though Polo reluctant-
ly give up the regional 
to Eastland, there was a 
momentous occasion there 
last week. In a win over 
Forreston, Lindee Poper 
for joined the 1,000-point 
club for Polo girls basket-
ball. Nicole Barger and 
Shauntae Barger also have 
over 1,000 points for the 
Marcos. 

Thanks to Athletic 
Director Ted Alston for 
tracking this info down. 
Originally, it was thought 
that two other girls (Va-
nessa Sowinski and Rena 
Mekeel) also had 1,000.

It’s exciting times for 
Polo (15-10) with a No. 4 
seed in the sectional and 
a potential date with Am-
boy (24-3) in the regional 
finals, a team it beat 40-36 
on Jan. 26. 

However, a trap game 
with Forreston exists. Polo 
has beaten the Cardinals 
twice, but the final scores 
were in single digits. Turn-
overs, bad bounces, cold 
shooting, foul trouble…

you never know.
More congratulations. 

This time to the Stillman 
Valley chess team for mov-
ing up from a No. 7 seed at 
the Rockford sectional and 
placing third, beating many 
much larger schools in the 
process. 

For decades under coach 
Phil Bratta, the Cardinals 
have been one of the top 
programs in the state, win-
ning a state title in 1990.

Finally, the feel good 
story of the week. It was 
Scales Mound and defend-
ing 4A champ Glenbard 
West playing each other 
on Feb. 3.  Final score was 
70-49 Glenbard, but the 
Hornets had it within single 
digits until the final quarter.

These two teams got 
to know each other at the 
DeKalb super-sectional 
where there was an odd 
pairing of 1A and 4A in-
stead of the usual 1A/2A. 

After both made it down-
state, the bond strengthened 
and the coaches decided to 
extend the relationship into 
a two-year series. Next 
year, Glenbard (2,350 
school enrollment) will 
travel to play at Scales 
Mound (435 town popu-
lation).

Andy Colbert is a long-
time Ogle County resident 
with years of experience 
covering sports and more 
for multiple area publi-
cations.

AREA SPORTS 
SCORES

Oregon girls 
hoops defeats 
Kewanee

On Feb. 4 at home, 
the  Oregon vars i ty 
girls basketball team 
defeated Kewanee 40-
26. The Hawks were 
led in scoring by Had-
ley Lutz (19 points) 
and  Mar i ah  Drake 
(eight points). 
Oregon girls 
hoops defeats 
South Beloit

On Feb. 7, the Ore-
gon varsity girls bas-
ketball team defeated 
South Beloit 49-14. 
The Hawks were led in 
scoring by Hadley Lutz 
(19 points) and Ella 
Dannhorn (11 points). 

SCORES
Varsity girls 
basketball

Feb .  6 :  S t i l lman 
Valley 49, Polo 19

Varsity boys 
basketball

Feb. 7:  Rockford 
Lutheran 73, Stillman 
Valley 57

Wrestling on the radio

Andy Colbert
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Weekly Brain Busters

Oregon boys hoops 
tangles with Rochelle 
at home

On Feb. 6, the Oregon var-
sity boys basketball team 
hosted Rochelle and fell 
82-74 to the Hubs despite 
a late run. The Hawks were 
led in scoring by Noah John-
son (21 points), Anthony 
Bell (17 points), Jordan 
Croegaert (13 points) and 
Jameson Caposey (11 
points). (Photos by Russell 
Hodges)
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DIRECTORY OF AREA 
HUMAN SERVICES

Alcohol Abuse Counseling & Recovery
A.A. Hotline  800-452-7990
Sinnissippi Centers, Inc.
Oregon 732-3157
Rochelle  562-3801

Domestic Abuse Agency and  
24-Hour Shelter and Helpline
HOPE of Ogle County 562-8890 or 732-7796
Counseling Services, Court Advocacy, Latina Advocacy, and 
Shelter programs

Education
University of Illinois Extension-Ogle County
421 W Pines Rd, Oregon 61061 732-2191

Low Income Housing
Ogle County Housing Authority
200 W Washington, Oregon 732-1301

Habitat for Humanity of Ogle County
P.) Box 628
Oregon, IL 61061 732-6855  
 

Mental Health
Family Counseling Services 962-5585
Sinnissippi Centers, Inc. 
Oregon 732-3157
Rochelle 562-3801
The Serenity Shed Grief Services 732-2499

Senior Citizens Services
Hub City Senior Center 562-5050
Mt Morris Senior Center 734-6335
Polo Senior Center 946-3818
Rock River Center 732-3252
Oregon, IL 800-541-5479

Sexual Assault/Abuse
Rockford Sexual Assault Counseling
24-hour hotline 636-9811
412 W Washington, Oregon 732-0000

Therapeutic 
Pegasus Special Riders 973-3177

Veterans’ Services
Rock River Center 732-3252
Serenity Hospice and Home 732-2499
Medical Transportation 677-6515

Wellness Services
Ogle County Health Dept
907 Pines Rd, Oregon 562-6976
510 Lincoln Hwy, Rochelle 562-6976
Serenity Hospice and Home 732-2499

Curbside Delivery
The library is open for browsing, but patrons can 

still use our curbside service!  Place your holds online 
at byronlibrary.org or call us at 815-234-5107.  Not 
sure what you want?  Call us for help!  We will call 
or email you with a confirmation when your holds 
are ready to be picked up.  Call us when you arrive 
at the library, and we will bring your items out to 
you, already checked out.  A receipt with your due 
dates will be included with your items.  
Storm Chasers

Tuesday, Mar. 7. 6 – 7:00 pm. Nick from Illinois 
Storm Chasers will be here to present an educational 
and fascinating program. He will cover severe weath-
er, storm chasing, local climatology, past tornadic 
events, as well as photos, videos and a Q&A. This 
program is open to teens and adults.  Please call 
815-234-5107 or visit Byron.evanced.info/signup 
to register.
Mindfulness Monday – Breathing 
Art

Monday, Mar. 13. 6 – 7:00 pm. Come for a relaxing 
hour at the Byron Public Library. Beth will engage 
you in breathing art. No artistic skills required. This is 
another technique to becoming aware of your breath-
ing and how to use it to calm yourself.  Visit Byron.
evanced.info/signup or call 815-234-5107 to register.
Egypt Travelogue – Repeat 
Performance

Monday, Mar. 20. 5:30 – 7:30 pm. Back in Septem-
ber, 2022, Mark shared his Egypt Travelogue at the 
Byron Library. We have had several requests for Mark 
to return and repeat his Egypt Travelogue program. 
Learn a little history and see photos of some incredible 
monuments while hearing about Mark’s travels through 
the country. Pyramids, temples, tombs, obelisks, the 
Sphinx and the Nile: you’ll see it all!  Call 815-234-
5107 or visit Byron.evanced.info/signup to register.
Introduction to Mushroom 
Identification

Thursday, Mar. 30. 6 – 7:00 pm. Come learn the 
basics of mushroom identification with Hunter Le Duc. 
In addition to becoming more familiar with the major 
mushroom groups from a morphological standpoint 
you will also learn the basic characteristics of fungi 
including cap and stipe features, how to use a key, 
make a spore print and more!  Visit Byron.evanced.
info/signup or call 815-234-5107 to register. 

Visit the Byron Library Facebook page to keep up 
to date on library news and virtual programs!  Be sure 
to also check out the Byron Library and Byron Library 
Teen Instagram pages!

BYRON PUBLIC LIBRARY

NEW ONLINE 
CATALOG

We are excited to 
share that our catalog is 
getting a new look and 
some new features! Try 
our NEW catalog today 
at bertoletmemorialli-
brary.org! The original 
catalog will still be ac-
tive for a while longer, 
but take a moment today 
to check out the new site. 
Log in with your same 
l ibrary card number 
and password. Be sure 
to opt in to keep your 
reading history under 
My Profile!
YOUTH 
PROGRAMS

Morning Movie for 
Toddler-K Kids

Monday, February 
20th, 10:30 AM Kids 2 
years-Kindergarten are 
invited to join the Mick-
ey Mouse Clubhouse 
gang as they visit Mick-
ey and Donald’s farm.  
We will watch this fun 
episode while enjoying 
popcorn and drinks and 
then do a craft. 
Family Movie 

Monday, February 
20th, 2:00 PM Poppy 
and Branch discover 
that there are six differ-
ent troll tribes scattered 
over six different lands, 
each devoted to a dif-
ferent kind of music.  
When rockers Queen 
Barb and King Thrash 
set out to destroy the 
other music, Poppy and 
Branch embark on a 
daring mission to unite 
the trolls and save the 
diverse melodies from 
becoming extinct.
Story Time

BERTOLET MEMORIAL LIBRARY
Thursdays ,  10:00 

AM Story Time returns 
on Thursdays at 10:00 
AM.  Miss Jana will have 
stories and crafts for tod-
dlers-kindergarten age 
kids. We look forward 
to seeing you then!
LEGO® Club

1st Monday of the 
month, 5:00 PM Create 
with us on the 1st Mon-
day of each month. We 
will have the LEGO® 
bricks waiting for you!
Big Kids, Big Art

Tuesday, February 
21st, 4:30 PM Big Kids, 
Big Art is back! Last 
time, the participants 
learned about Shape and 
tried their hand at wa-
tercolor painting.  1st 
through 6th graders are 
invited to learn the next 
element of art Miss Jana 
will introduce.
ADULT 
PROGRAMS
Book of the 
Month

Stop by the circula-
tion desk and pick up 
a copy of As Bright As 
Heaven by Susan Meis-
sner.  Follow the story 
of the Bright’s, a family 

that moved to Philadel-
phia during World War 
I.  A well-researched his-
torical novel of prohibi-
tion, death, the Spanish 
Flu, and hope.
Craft Kits for 
Adults

Stop by the circula-
tion desk and pick up 
the February take and 
make craft.  All the 
materials are provided 
to make a Valentine’s 
day suncatcher.
Create-a-Card

Will Return in March 
2023!
Plastic Recycling

We ask that you make 
sure plastic is clean with 
no debris in the dona-
tion. Also please re-
move any ziploc-type 
seals and paper/sticker 
labels. Thank you for 
your cooperation.
NEW RELEASES
Adult Books

The Belle of Belgrave 
Square by Mimi Mat-
thews (LP)

S o m e o n e  E l s e ’s 
Shoes by Jojo Moyes
Young Adult 
Books

Gold f i sh  by  Na t 
Luurtsema
Chapter Books

Wings of Fire:The 
Brightest Night by Tui 
Sutherland (Graphic 
Novel)
Picture Books

The Stone Giant by 
Anna Hoglund

Good Night, Wind by 
Linda Elovitz Marshall
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101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

STATE OF ILLINOIS, 
CIRCUIT COURT, 
OGLE COUNTY

AMMENDED 
PUBLICATION 

NOTICE OF COURT 
DATE FOR REQUEST 
FOR NAME CHANGE 

(ADULT)
Case No. 23 MR 11
Request of Ella Marie 
Garncarz to appear in 
court March 15, 2023, 
Room 205, Ogle County 
Courthouse, 106 S. 5th 
Street, Oregon, IL, at 9 
a.m. in room 304.
Proposed name change 
of and adult Ella Marie 
Garncarz to Samuel Alek-
sander Garncarz.
Requested by Ella Marie 
Garncarz on January 25, 
2023
No. 0126
(Jan. 30, Feb. 6 and 13, 
2023)

INVITATION FOR 
BIDS

The Village of Mt. Mor-
ris, Illinois, will receive 
sealed bids for a 2012 
White Dodge Ram Truck 
with 125,949 miles, until 
11:00 o’clock A. M. on 
the 17th day of Febru-
ary 2023, at Village Hall, 
located at 105 West Lin-
coln Street, Mt. Morris, 
Illinois 61054, at which 
time and place all bids 
will be publicly opened 
and read aloud.
Vehicle may be viewed 
at Village Hall, 105 W 
Lincoln Street, Monday 
through Friday from 8:00 
AM to 4:30 PM.  There is 
no warranty expressed 
or implied. Said equip-
ment is being sold as 
is, with a starting bid of 
$3,000.00.
The Village of Mt. Morris, 
Illinois reserves the right 
to reject any or all bids 
or to waive any infor-
malities in the bidding 
process.
Bids may be held by the 
Village of Mt. Morris, Il-
linois for a period not 
to exceed NINETY (90) 
days from the date of the 
opening of bids for the 
purpose of reviewing 
the bids and investigat-
ing the qualifications of 
bidders, prior to award-
ing the contract.
By order of Village of Mt. 
Morris, Illinois
By Brooke Duffy, Village 
Clerk
January 25, 2023
No. 0127
(Jan. 30, Feb. 6 and 13, 
2023)

NOTICE TO ALL 
BIDDERS - TILLABLE 

FARMLAND FOR 
LEASE

The Byron Fire Protec-
tion District is accepting 
Sealed Cash Bids for the 
lease of approximately 
37 tillable acres located 
on the East side of the in-
tersection at Tower and 
Water Road, common-
ly known as the Emery 
Property, parcel id #05-
19-326-004. Lease will 
run from March 1, 2023 
thru February 28, 2024.  
Sealed cash bid on dol-
lars per acre are due by 
Thursday, February 23rd, 
2023 no later than 3:00 
pm.  Sealed bids will be 
opened at the Byron Fire 
Protection District Board 
Meeting on the 28th 
of February at approxi-
mately 6:15 pm.   Sealed 
bids will be accepted at 
Byron Fire District Head-
quarters located at 123 
N. Franklin Street. Per-
sons interested in view-
ing the property, please 
contact the Fire District 
at 815-234-4911.  
No. 0201
(Feb. 6 and 13, 2023)

STATE OF ILLINOIS, 
CIRCUIT COURT, 
OGLE COUNTY

Request for Name 
Change, Adult, with the 
Clerk of the Circuit Court, 
Ogle County, Illinois, 
Kimberly A. Stahl
Case No. 2023MR10
Request of Tristan Chris-
topher Wilbur to appear 
in court March 15, 2023, 
Room 304, Ogle County 
Courthouse, 106 S. 5th 
Street, Oregon, IL, at 9 

a.m.
Proposed name change 
of Tristan Christopher 
Wilbur to Tristan Volkov 
Requested by Tristan 
Christopher Wilbur on 
January 30, 2023.
No. 0202
(Feb. 6, 13 and 20, 2023)

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Byron Township 
Road District will be ac-
cepting sealed bids for 
the following material 
and services for fiscal 
year April 1, 2023 thru 
March 31, 2024:
Base Rock FOB at quarry, 
Road Rock FOB at quarry, 
dirt to haul and load, 3/8 
chips, pea gravel, hot mix 
with 3/8 stone, and cold 
mix.
For Specifications, please 
contact Mark Rundle, 
Byron Township Road 
Commissioner, at 815-
234-8438.
Sealed bids must be 
received at the Byron 
Township Office, 507 
Colfax Street, Byron IL 
by 10:00am on March 10, 
2023.  
Bids will be opened 
March 10, 2023 at 

10:15am at the Byron 
Township Office. 
Byron Township Road 
District reserves the right 
to accept or reject any 
and/or all bids.
Barbara Rundle
Byron Township Clerk   
No. 0212
(Feb. 13, 2023)

Hack’s Auction & Realty
Service, Inc.

Auctions – Real Estate 
Appraisals

Online Auctions 
Now Available 
Pecatonica, IL
815-239-1436

Hacksauction.com
A&T Auction Services, LLC

Travis Cunningham 
(815) 297-4595

Located in Forreston, IL

Lenny Bryson
Sales Of All Kinds

815-946-4120 

103 103 
AUCTIONSAUCTIONS

PERSONAL PROPERTY AUCTION

Thursday, February 16th to 
Saturday, February 18th 

This is an online sale only.
Bruce Francis Estate

Roxanne Francis, Owner
326 Main St., Milledgeville, IL, 61051

Please visit https://aandtauctionservices.hibid.com/ for 
sale viewing beginning 2/15/2023.

Personal Property: LOTS of various antiques; vintage 
local items–Milledgeville & surrounding areas (yearbooks, 
photos, etc.); household items; decor items, including figu-
rines; glassware; antique oil lamps; memorabilia (Chicago 
bulls, vintage music posters/bills, various celebrities, Mari-
lyn Monroe, John Wayne, and others); lots of collectibles; 
hats; swords; antique furniture; collectible signs; American 
Indian memorabilia and items; plus much, much more! 
Something for everyone! 
Viewing Hours: Items will be available for optional view-
ing on Thursday, February 18th from 4-6pm at the address 
listed above. 
Item Pick-up: Items will be available for pick-up on Mon-
day, February 20th from 2-4pm unless alternate arrange-
ments are made between buyer and auctioneer. 
Follow A & T Auction Services on Facebook for the 
Online Sale Link and additional sale information, 
including pictures, how to register for online bidding, 
and complete sale terms and conditions.  

Travis Cunningham,  
Auctioneer IL Lic. # 441.002600

A & T Auction Services, LLC
atauctionservices@gmail.com

815-297-4595 

OGLE COUNTY, IL 
FARMLAND AUCTION

March 1, 2023 at 10:30 am
Sale to be held at  the Polo Area Senior Center, 101 E. Mason St., 

Polo, IL 61064
SELLING AS 1 PARCEL - OPEN TENANCY FOR 2023

164 ACRES +/- platted acres
TOTAL 164 ACRES +/- OF FARMLAND ONLY

Sections 25 & 26 of Pine Creek Township, Ogle County, IL
For complete listing of sale bill, maps, tax info, and terms & conditions, etc. 

visit www.lennybrysonauctioneer.com

Owner, DEN Trust #10-13  
Attorney, Doug Floski 815-234-5454

Lenny Bryson, Auctioneer
PO Box 38, Polo, IL 61064

(815) 946-4120

ONLINE ONLY AUCTION
hacksauction.hibid.com

Kay Hundertmark 
Estate Auction

9111 E. Edwardsville Rd., German Valley, IL  61039
AUCTION PREVIEW: Sat., Feb. 25th – 10 A.M. to 1 P.M.

BIDDING OPENS: Sat., Feb. 25th @ 8 A.M.
Featuring a 1999 Fairmont Happy House Manufactured 
Home w/ 2 Bedrooms & 2-Baths.
2007 Chrysler PT Automobile w/ Only 55,000 Miles! 
Household Furnishings & Collectibles; Oak Furniture; 
Betty Boop & Elvis Collection; Costume Jewelry; Large & 
Small Appliances; Kitchen Aid Artisan Stand Mixer; China 
& Glassware; Household Furniture; Toys; Tackle; Much 
More!

Hack’s Auction & Realty Service
Greg & Swan Hachmeister, Auctioneers

Pecatonica, IL 815-239-1436
www.hacksauction.com | I.A.F.L. #44000128

Read and 
Recycle
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203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALEMISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

Byron CUSD 
#226 has 

openings for 

Bus Drivers
SIGN-ON BONUS 

Available
Contact Barb Rundle 

at 815-234-5491
For more 

information
10112021

2023-2024 School Year
Please apply online at

www.byron226.org
“About Us” Tab

Employment  
Opportunities Section

Byron High School  
Vacancy Head Volleyball 

Coach

Heavy Highway  
Contractor, located in Ogle 
County, looking for TRUCK 
MECHANIC, skilled in up-

keep, maintenance and 
repair of semi-tractor/trailers 

and off-road equipment. 
We are a union 
shop, starting 

salary $42.00 plus 
benefits. Email 

resume to info@
martincoinc.net

Class-A CDL
Drivers Wanted

$500 Sign on bonus
Earn up to

$33/per hour
Local Trucking 

Company seeking 
full time,

year- round driver to 
haul grain.

815-938-3644
Please

leave message.
09052022

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-874-2257

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW, USED  
SCRATCH & DENT

• Refrigerators • Freezers 
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

11222020

Pest control 
business for 

sale
Small company  
with 80%  
commercial  
accounts.   
Northern Illinois area, the  
business is located in  
Whiteside County. 

Asking $120,00.00 There is a 
2020 Toyota Tacoma  truck that 

can be added to this sale.
Sale includes customer list,  
chemicals and equipment.
Interested party must be a  

certified technician.
Contact Susan Melton  

at 815-499-7430

401 401 
BUSINESS PROPERTYBUSINESS PROPERTY

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

OREGON/
MT. MORRIS
Newer 1, 2 &3 BR 

APTS. Water, sewer, 
garbage inc. w/most 

units. HOUSES some 
w/garages, all in 

like new condition. 
Starting at $295/mo. 

815-734-4348 or 
815-590-2302

Apt. for rent in 
Byron

  3-Bedroom 
with Garage 

  No Pets, 
$825/month 

and $925  
Deposit

412 W. 2nd St.
(815) 904-4014

02132023

CAROL’S 
SELF 

STORAGE IN 
OREGON

Reasonable 
Rates

Sizes 10’x24’ & 
6’x10

Call 732-2466

1563 Kysor Drive, Byron
(next to D&W Garage)

Storage Unit Sizes:
5ʼ x 10ʼ     10ʼ x 10ʼ

10ʼ x 15ʼ  10ʼ x 20ʼ  10ʼx30ʼ

511 511 
STORAGE UNITSSTORAGE UNITS

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking for 
money in advance.

105  105  
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking for 
money in advance.”

113  113  
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone can’t 
ask you to pay for credit 
before you get it. For more 
information, call toll-free 
1-877-FTC-HELP. A public 
service message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119   119   
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking for 
money in advance.”

201  201  
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, unless 
licensed or holding a 
permit as a childcare 
facility, may cause 
to be published any 
advertisement soliciting 
a child care service. A 
childcare facility that is 
licensed or operating 
under a permit issued by 
the Illinois Department 
of Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
its care.

301  301  
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.com

ANTIQUES WANTED: I 
pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, I’m 
interested in looking! Call 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.com

307  307  
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 815-562-
4171 (8AM-NOON ONLY) 
Rochelle News Leader.  

SPLIT firewood for sale. 
Contact 779-251-0254. 
(02-13-23)

309  309  
PETS AND SUPPLIESPETS AND SUPPLIES

Free Kittens to good 
homes. Call 815-503-
1881. (02-15-23)

405  405  
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein 
is subject to the 
Federal Fair Housing 
Act, which makes it 
illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We will 
not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of 
the law. All persons are 
hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are 
available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

Not sure
why business 

is slow?

is not just
a saying 

in business.

Advertise today
and let your 

business be in sight 
and in the minds of 

your customers.

An �Advertising 
�Proverb

When Mark Twain was 
editing a newspaper in 

Missouri, one of his 
subscribers wrote in, saying 
that he had found �a spider in 
his newspaper and wondered 
whether �it was a sign of good 

or bad luck. Twain’s 
response: ‘‘Finding a spider 
is neither good luck nor bad. 
�The spider was merely 

looking over our newspaper 
�to see which merchant was 
not advertising, so that �he 
could go to that store, spin 

his web across the door, �and 
lead a life of undisturbed 
peace ever afterward.’’
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Now Accepting
New Patients

Call to Schedule an  
Appointment with Dr. Stear 

or Dr. Rosales

815-234-3021 105 S. LaFayette, Byron

MONDAY 7:30-12:00 | 2:00-6:00
TUESDAY BY APPOINTMENT
WEDNESDAY 7:30-12:00 | 2:00-6:00
THURSDAY 8:00-12:00 | 2:00-6:00
FRIDAY 7:30-12:00 | 1:00-5:00
SATURDAY 8:00-11:00

Hulsebus Chiropractic Clinic and  
Dr. Craig Stear would like to welcome 

Dr. Mario Rosales to the practice.

Hulsebus Chiropractic, in  
Byron is pleased to welcome 

Dr. Mario Rosales to the  
practice. Dr. Rosales is a  

second generation chiropractor 
and Palmer College  

graduate. Dr Rosales grew up 
in the Rockford area. He is  
accepting new patients. He 

practices “Palmer Package” as 
well as Sacral Occipital  

Technique and Cox Technique.

02132023

Compton, IL • 815-343-8047
• 24/7 Light/Medium Duty Towing & Recovery

• Mobile Auto Truck Repair
• Emergency Roadside Assistance

• Jump Starts
• Fuel Delivery

• Flat Tire Changes
• Lock Out Service

• Secure Impound Yard

12
19

20
22

SERVICE CALL SPECIAL
$2995 ANY 

BRAND
We Service All Makes & Models. Test & check.

Over 30 Years Experience.
AFFORDABLE WATER

815-625-3426
Toll Free: 877-353-7638

Crooners in 
Concert

Start spreading the 
news! Master impression-
ist Dave Ehlert, brings the 
music and comedy of the 
Rat Pack to the library. 
Enjoy the smooth sounds 
of Frank Sinatra, Dean 
Martin and friends. Live! 
Thursday, February 16 
at 6:30 p.m. Registration 
required: 815-645-8611.
Young Critics 
Book Club

Join us for a book 
discussion and hands-on 
craft/activity all about the 
book “Unbound: The Life 
and Art of Judith Scott” 
by Melissa Sweet. Stop 
by the library to register 
for this in-person pro-
gram and pick up your 
copy of the reading. 
Tuesday, February 21 at 
6:00 p.m. Ages 7-9.
Trivia Night at 
the Library Fund-
raiser: Après at 
the Chalet

“Après ski” is 1950s 
French lingo describing 
all of the fun social ac-
tivities that follow a day 
of shredding it on the 
slopes: libations, snacks, 
fun and games. Gather a 
team and join us at your 
favorite library in the 
Valley (ahem, Chalet) to 
help FRIENDS OF THE 
LIBRARY raise funds to 
support library programs 
and services!  Friday, 
February 24 at 7:00 p.m. 
Advanced registration is 
required. Pay at the door. 
For more details, visit our 
website at www.juliahull.
org or email Joanna at 
jkluever@mail.meridi-
an223.org. 
Costume 

JULIA HULL DISTRICT LIBRARY STILLMAN VALLEY

Last week some of 
our more experi-
enced Cricut users 
learned how to 
create and apply 
layered designs us-
ing iron-on vinyl. 

Character 
Storytime

Join us, Saturday, Feb-
ruary 25, at 10:00 a.m., for 
a terrific time featuring the 
popular books and charac-
ters from the “If You Give 
a…” series by Laura Nu-
meroff. We’ll read books, 
sing songs, and make a 
tasty looking craft! Pig will 
join us for fun and photos. 
Bring a camera! All ages. 
Registration required: 815-
645-8611.
Cricut Lab: Layer-
ing with Vinyl

Experienced Cricut users 
will learn how to cut and 
position a multi-layered 
design using different colors 
of vinyl and transfer tape. 
BYO Cricut Explore Air 
or Maker, cutting mat and 
device with Cricut App 
installed. Other materials 
provided. Thursday, March 

2 at 6:00 p.m. Adults only. 
Registration required: 815-
645-8611. 
Tween Scene: Tie 
Dye Scrunchies

Add a splash of color to 
your outfit by creating an 
accessory as unique as you. 
We’ll use sharpies to tie dye 
scrunchies in this fun, sim-
ple-to -do technique. Tues-
day, March 7 at 6:00 p.m. 
Ages 10-12. Registration 
required: 815-645-8611.
Toddler Time: 
Dance Party

Indulge your little one’s 
curiosity with a hands-on 
event just for them. We’re 
gonna shake our groove 
thang to some happenin’ 
tunes with shakers, scarves 
and our mini parachute. 
Friday, March 10 at 10:00 
a.m. Ages 1-4. Registra-
tion required: 815-645-
8611.

Library Closing
The Mount Morris Li-

brary will be closed on 
Monday, February 20th, in 
observance of Presidents 
Day.
Quiche & Scone 
Sale 

Going on NOW! Order 
Deadline 3/1!

Come in and order your 
choice (or all) of the variet-
ies of quiche (Lorraine or 
veggie) and scones (tradi-
tional or Lemon Blueberry). 
Orders will be taken until 
March 1st with pickup of 
these fresh delicacies on 
March 3rd from DUMC. 
Quiche can be ordered as 
a whole or half. Scones are 
available by the dozen or 
half dozen. We are making 
limited quantities so get your 
orders in soon!
Story Time!

Let your hearts flutter 
for another great story time! 
We will be reading books 
all about VALENTINES! 
Children will love the books 
and a craft this Wednesday, 
2/15. Story time is every 
Wednesday @11:15, bring 
your little ones to enjoy sto-
ries and a craft at the Mount 
Morris Library! 
Adult Book Club

The February book is 
“Inland” by Tea Obreht.  
Everyone is welcome to join 
this book club group! Copies 
of the book are available at 
the library.   This group will 
meet in-person on Monday, 
February 27th at the library.  
Cookbook Club!

Join us as we explore The 
Cookbook Club! Wonder-
ful recipes combined with 
friendship creates something 
both beautiful and delicious! 
Stop by to choose your reci-
pe from this month’s book, 

then bring the dish to pass 
at our next meeting! Join 
us on Tuesday, March 7th 
@6pm at The Senior Center 
for another exciting meal!
Ink with a Friend: 
Card Making at 
the Library

Join us in March to make 
some lovely home-made 
cards to send to family and 
friends. We will be offering 
a card-making class from 
local crafter, Liz Gullett. She 
will be here on Thursday, 
March 9th from 5-7! You 
will get all the materials to 

make two beautiful cards 
to take home. Stop by to 
see the samples, fees are 
by donation. Registration 
is limited so call the library 
or stop by to save your spot 
before March 3rd.
Lego Club!

Our next Lego night is 
Thursday, February 16th, 
from 6:00 – 6:45pm. Bring 
a friend and build some fun 
with Lego bricks! All chil-
dren and parents are invited 
every third Thursday of the 
month. Children under 8 
need to bring a parent with 
them.

MT. MORRIS PUBLIC LIBRARY
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WHEN par-
ents welcome 
children into 

the world, they see in-
nocence and little ones 
who rely on them to meet 
every need. Through the 
years, children grow by 
spreading their wings and 
learning to be more inde-
pendent. As they dabble in 
new things, children learn 
through trial and error, and 
certain mistakes may be 
made along the way. One 
of those mistakes may be 
getting involved with drugs 
or alcohol.

Alcohol is the most 
commonly used substance 
among young people in the 
United States, advises the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention. The 2019 
Youth Risk Behavior Study 
found that 19 percent of 
people between the ages of 
12 and 20 reported drinking 
alcohol in a 30-day period. 
Other findings indicated 
that 29 percent of high 
school students drank alco-
hol and 14 percent engaged 

in binge drinking.
It is not so easy for 

parents to realize their 
children are experimenting 
with alcohol. However, the 
following are some signs 
that kids may be engaging 
in such behavior.

• Your child is exhibit-
ing mood changes, such as 
flare-ups of temper, irrita-
bility and defensiveness.

• Your child appears 
impaired, including slurred 
speech, red eyes, staggered 
gait, and trouble with coor-
dination.

• Your child is spending 
time with new friends and/
or sneaking around.

• Your child exhibits 
altered appetite and sleep 
patterns, as well as changes 
in weight.

• Your child has frequent 
nosebleeds, which could be 
indicative of methamphet-
amine or cocaine use.

• You notice that bottles 
of alcohol in your home 
are missing or not at lev-
els where you left them. 
You may notice missing 

Be the Best Hawk You Can Be - 

      BE DRUG FREE!
206 S 10th St

Oregon, IL 61061
815-732-5300
www.ocusd.net

Signs kids might be using drugs or alcohol

prescription pills or over-
the-counter cold medicines 
as well.

• Your child’s appear-
ance may be deteriorating 
and there is a lack of interest 
in personal grooming.

• Your child has injuries 
or bruises of unknown 

origin.
• You find alcohol or 

drugs in your child’s pos-
session.

According to the treat-
ment center Ashwood 
Recovery, someone who is 
abusing alcohol may have 
ashen or jaundiced skin 

as well as bloodshot eyes. 
Signs of methamphetamine 
usage include loss of teeth 
and the skin takes on a dull 
appearance. People abus-
ing heroin appear lethargic, 
dazed and confused. They 
may be emaciated and 
have brittle hair and nails. 

It’s important to note that 
some young adults start 
using heroin to help them 
lose weight. 

Parents can help their 
children by recognizing 
early on if they are abus-
ing alcohol or illegal sub-
stances. 
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Our counselors, teachers and administrators 
are available to talk to students about 

their decisions.

At RTHS, students are 
encouraged to make 

good decisions,
including saying NO to 

drugs, alcohol & vaping.

ROCHELLE TOWNSHIP HIGH SCHOOLROCHELLE TOWNSHIP HIGH SCHOOL

Central Elementary ~ Lincoln Elementary
May Elementary ~ Tilton Elementary

Rochelle Middle School

LAWS governing 
marijuana usage 
have changed 

dramatically over the last 
decade. Once reserved 
exclusively for medical 
use, marijuana has now 
been legalized in 18 states, 
and data from the National 
Conference of State Leg-
islatures indicates that 
medical use of cannabis 
products is now legal in 37 
states, four territories and 
the District of Columbia. A 
similar shift has taken place 
in Canada, where cannabis 
was legalized with restric-
tions in 2018.

The shifting dynamic 
surrounding marijuana has 
been welcomed by millions 
of people, but the transition 
has left millions more won-
dering what the unintended 
consequences of legaliza-
tion could be. One such 
curiosity concerns driving 
and marijuana. 

Recognition of the ef-
fects of alcohol on driving 
ability is an important way 
to ensure roads stay as safe 

as possible for motorists, 
cyclists and pedestrians. 
Ignoring or downplaying 
these effects could lead to 
accident or injury or even 
incarceration. Marijuana 
can impair driving ability 
whether it’s taken for medi-
cal or recreational uses, 
and a medical marijuana 
exemption does not protect 
people from the legal con-
sequences of driving while 
impaired. 

According to the Cali-
fornia Office of Traffic 
Safety, marijuana poses 
a potentially significant 
safety risk on the road. Data 
from the COTS indicates 
that 42 percent of all drivers 
who were tested after dying 
in motor vehicle crashes 
tested positive for legal and/
or illegal drugs. Though not 
all of those drivers had tak-
en marijuana prior to being 
involved in fatal crashes, 
such data underscores how 
important it is for drivers to 
recognize how marijuana, 
even in places where it’s 
been legalized, can impair 

How marijuana affects your ability to drive

their ability to drive. 
The COTS reports that 

marijuana affects the part 
of the brain that’s respon-
sible for body movement, 
balance and coordination. 
Drivers’ brains and bodies 
may be slower to react after 
ingesting marijuana, which 
can increase their risk for 
motor vehicle accidents. In 

addition, the COTS notes 
that researchers examining 
the effects of marijuana 
use on the brain have de-
termined that marijuana 
negatively affects attentive-
ness and perception of time 
and speed. 

The COTS indicates 
that the more marijuana 
drivers ingest, the more 

risks they take while driv-
ing. That’s an important 
point to consider, as many 
individuals insist they 
drive more cautiously after 
ingesting marijuana than 
they normally would. But 
caution dwindles as drivers 
increase their marijuana 
intake, potentially compel-
ling drivers to take more 

risks on the road.
The COTS reports that 

the effects of marijuana 
are strongest within 30 
minutes of consumption. 
In fact, drivers who drive 
immediately after consum-
ing marijuana may increase 
their risk of being involved 
in a motor vehicle accident 
by as much as 35 percent.
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Residential & Commercial Roofing
Residential Flatwork

Concrete Driveways &  
Foundations
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13

20
23

1001 S. Main St. 
Rochelle, IL 61068

815-562-4141• rochellefoodsjobs.com

ADULTS must 
walk a fine line 
when consum-

ing alcohol. Though some 
adults may feel impaired 
after a single drink, many 
others can still drive 
safely after enjoying an 
alcoholic beverage with 
dinner or during a gather-
ing with friends. Despite 
that, it’s important that 
adults behave responsibly 
and recognize that even a 
relatively small amount of 
alcohol can impair their 
judgment.

According to the Na-
tional Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration, 
drivers typically experi-
ence some loss of judg-
ment and altered mood 
even when their blood 
alcohol concentration is 
.02, which is well below 
the legal limit to operate 
an automobile. When that 
BAC rises to .05, which 
also is well below the 
legal limit, drivers can ex-
pect to experience a loss 
of small-muscle control, a 
reduction in alertness and 

even difficulty steering. 
And it’s not just alco-

hol that can affect drivers, 
as the NHTSA warns 
motorists taking prescrip-
tion medications or new 
medicines to avoid driv-
ing until they realize how 
a given drug affects their 
judgment, coordination 
and reaction time. 

With so much on the 
line each time they get 
behind the wheel, drivers 
have much to gain from 
recognizing the physical 
and mental signs that 
suggest they should avoid 
driving after consuming 
alcohol or taking medi-
cation.

Physical 
Indicators

Prescription medica-
tions and other medicines 
can produce a host of side 
effects, and these are gen-
erally listed on product 
packaging or within the 
materials people receive 
when picking up their pre-
scriptions. The NHTSA 

notes that even over-the-
counter medications can 
cause side effects such 
as drowsiness, nausea 
and blurred vision, each 
of which can make it 
unsafe to operate a motor 
vehicle.

After consuming al-
cohol, individuals can 
look for these physical 
symptoms, the presence 
of which suggests they 
are not fit to drive:

• Slower reflexes
• Delayed reaction time
• Slurred speech
• Nausea
• Lack of coordination, 

including clumsiness, 
stumbling or a general 
feeling that balance is off

• Fatigue

Mental 
Indicators

It can be easy for in-
dividuals who have been 
drinking to make light 
of mental indicators that 
suggest they should not 
drive. Jokes about for-
getting how they spent 

Signs you should not drive after consuming alcohol or taking medication

the night might elicit a 
laugh, but forgetfulness 
is a key indicator that 
someone has consumed 
too much alcohol to drive 
safely. Additional mental 
indicators include:

• Feelings of confusion

• Difficulty under-
standing complex ideas

• A loss of inhibition
• Delayed realizations
Alcohol and medica-

tion can adversely affect 
a person’s ability to safely 
operate a motor vehicle. 

Recognition of the physi-
cal and mental signs of 
impairment can increase 
the likelihood that driv-
ers avoid getting behind 
the wheel after taking 
medication or consuming 
alcohol. 
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GO TIGERS!
BYRON 

CUSD 226
696 North Colfax St.

Byron, IL 61010
815-234-5491

“COMMIT TO BE DRUG-FREE!”
02122018

The “Cardinal” Rule is...

JUST SAY 
NO!

02082021

MERIDIAN SCHOOL 
DISTRICT 223
815-645-2230

THERE is a dif-
ference between 
appreciating the 

subtle flavors of a fa-
vorite wine at dinner or 
enjoying a beer while 
watching a ballgame and 
needing alcohol to func-
tion. Spotting the differ-
ences requires developing 
a familiarity with the 
symptoms of alcohol 
dependence, also called 
alcoholism or alcohol use 
disorder (AUD).

In 2019, the Nation-
al Institute on Alcohol 
Abuse and Alcoholism’s 
national survey found 
14.1 million adults ages 
18 and older had alcohol 
use disorder. Among 
youth between the ages 
of 12 and 17, an estimated 
414,000 had AUD. AUD 
is a medical condition 
characterized by an im-
paired ability to stop 
or control alcohol use. 
Certain people are at in-
creased risk for abusing 
alcohol, including those 
with a family history of 

alcohol problems; people 
who drink at an early age; 
individuals with various 
mental health conditions; 
and those with a history 
of trauma.

Bradford Health Ser-
vices and American Ad-
diction Centers, which 
provide addiction treat-
ment services, say these 
signs can tell if someone’s 
casual or social drinking 
has become a problem.

• Heavy drinking: Ha-
bitually overindulging or 
binge drinking is a key 
sign of alcohol abuse. 
Consuming alcohol in 
large amounts most days 
of the week is another sign 
of a problem.

• Risky activities: Al-
cohol can lower inhibi-
tions, so those with AUD 
often drive under the in-
fluence, leave gatherings 
with strangers, ignore 
risks, and act out.

• Powerlessness and 
disinterest: Some with 
alcoholism feel powerless 
to control their level of 

alcohol use. Hobbies and 
social activities that were 
once enjoyed may not be 
of interest any longer.

• Cravings and with-
drawal: Individuals who 
think about alcohol when 
not drinking or those 
who experience sweating, 
shaking and nausea while 
sober likely have alcohol 
dependence. These symp-
toms may be paired with 
mood swings and drink-
ing to feel better.

• Tolerance: Heavy 
drinkers may develop a 
higher tolerance and need 
to consume more alcohol 
over time to match feel-
ings from earlier use.

• Sneaking drinks or 
drinking alone: Drinking 
alone more than normal or 
sneaking sips when others 
are not looking are signs 
of an unhealthy relation-
ship with alcohol.

• Making excuses: 
People with AUD may 
find reasons to justify 
drinking, such as being 
under a lot of stress or us-

Common signs of alcohol dependence

ing alcohol as a sleep aid.
People need not reach 

rock bottom before seek-
ing treatment for AUD. 
It’s never too early to seek 
help. According to Robert 
Poznanovich, executive 

director of the Hazelden 
Betty Ford Foundation, 
a person must first rec-
ognize that he or she has 
lost control and wants to 
regain that control. 

Anyone who needs 

help dealing with alco-
hol dependence or an 
abuse disorder can con-
tact American Treatment 
Centers at 888-966-8152 
or by visiting http://amer-
icanaddictioncenters.org.  
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*Family, Couple, Individual

and Child Counseling &

Medication

Don’t lose hope...We 
can help you get your life 

back on track!

815-787-9000 • www.bradencenter.com
951 S. Seventh Street

Suite G
Rochelle, IL

2600 DeKalb Avenue
Suite J

Sycamore, IL

300 Washington Corner
#203

Oregon, IL

Rochelle Moose Lodge  

311 N. Main Street, Rochelle
For More Information, Call: 815-562-4286 | rochellemoose903@yahoo.com

Open 24 Hours, Providing Meals, Shelter, Job Training,  Open 24 Hours, Providing Meals, Shelter, Job Training,  
Education Assistance, Recovery ProgramsEducation Assistance, Recovery Programs

rockford rescue mission
rescue + recover + restore

715 W. State Street, Rockford
815-965-5332

infor@rockfordrescuemission.org
www.rockfordrescuemission.org

Rockford Rescue Mission shares hope and help 
in Jesus’ name to move people from homeless-
ness and despair toward personal and spiritual 
wholeness.

RRM serves the most vulnerable in the Rock 
River Valley through Homeless Services, Life 
Recovery Programs, Meals For All, Hope 
Clinic and Works! Center. 
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Quitting vaping may be a life-saving resolution
ELECTRONIC 

cigarettes and 
other vaping de-

vices were once described 
as potentially “safer” and 
“healthier” methods of 
smoking, even by leading 
health organizations. Many 
former tobacco smokers 
even turned to e-cigarettes 
as a method to quitting 
traditional cigarettes. How-
ever, recent research into 
vaping and a rash of mys-

terious lung illnesses and 
deaths recently linked to 
vaping has led many to 
question if vaping is safe. 
Those who suspect it’s not 
may be wise to quit.

The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
says that, as of September 
2019, there were 530 cases 
of vaping-related lung 
illnesses. Eight people 
also died in six states, 
with the first confirmed 

death occurring in April. 
The first known vaping-
related illness in Canada 
was documented on Sep-
tember 18, 2019, when a 
youth from Ontario was 
put into intensive care for 
respiratory illness. While 
federal and state investiga-
tors are largely focusing 
their investigations on 
vape cartridges that likely 
contained tetrahydrocan-
nabinol (THC), the psycho-

active component linked to 
marijuana, as a potential 
source of these illnesses, all 
electronic cigarette devices 
are now under scrutiny.

Vaping has quickly 
become an epidemic in 
schools. More than 3.6 
million American middle 
and high school students 
currently use e-cigarettes, 
according to the latest 
National Youth Tobacco 
Study. Teen nicotine vap-

ing rates in 2019 were 
double those of 2017, the 
National Institute on Drug 
Abuse says. 

Despite the installation 
of vaping detectors, and 
some schools going so far 
as to remove doors from 
bathroom stalls, opportu-
nities to vape still abound. 
Older students may leave 
campus to vape in their 
cars during lunch breaks. 
Laws restricting sales of 

e-cigarettes to youth in 
certain states have already 
been implemented. Law-
makers also plan to ban 
most flavored e-cigarettes 
and nicotine pods in an 
attempt to curtail their use 
among teenagers.

Many adults look to e-
cigarettes to reduce their 
dependence on tobacco 
products. 

See page 7
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Polo Community School District
100 S. Union Ave.,Polo, IL 61064

815-946-3815
Show Your Marco Pride Show Your Marco Pride 

From page 6

However, Johns Hop-
kins Medical Center 
warns e-cigarettes are 
just as addictive. Also, 
many e-cigarette users 
get even more nicotine 
through extra-strength 
cartridges or by increas-
ing the voltage to get a 
greater hit of the addic-
tive substance. The Food 
and Drug Administration 
has not approved vaping 
as a smoking cessation 
method.

People never can ber 
certain about the ingre-
dients in vaping liquids. 
And as the popularity of 
e-cigarettes grows, new-
er, cheaper, and poorly 
regulated products are 
being imported from all 
over the world to meet 
the demand. According 
to the CDC, exposure to 
such products may cause 
a range of symptoms, 
including cough, chest 
pain, shortness of breath, 
fatigue, vomiting, diar-
rhea, and fever. There 
also have been cases of 
“popcorn lung,” which 

derived its name from a 
former chemical flavoring 
(diacetyl) used in micro-
wave popcorn linked to 
scarring of the tiny air sacs 
in the lungs, resulting in 
suffocation. Popcorn lung 
also has been linked to 
vaping use.

According to the Amer-
ican Lung Association, in 
2015 9.3 percent of high 
school students reported 
smoking cigarettes in 
the past 30 days. That’s 
a remarkable 74 percent 
decline from 1997. That’s 
encouraging news, though 
there’s still a lot of work 
to do to help teens avoid 
smoking entirely.

JUUL pods contain 
nicotine. The ALA notes 
that every JUUL pod 
contains nicotine, and 
some even claim to have 
as much nicotine as an 
entire pack of cigarettes. 
According to the Alco-
hol and Drug Founda-
tion, regularly smoking 
products that contain 
nicotine is considered a 
major preventable cause 
of premature death and 
disability. 

Even “nicotine-free” 
e-cigarettes likely con-
tain nicotine. According 
to the ALA, there are 
no rules governing how 
e-cigarettes or e-juice 
are made, so there’s no 
way for consumers to 
know exactly what these 
products contain. But 
the ALA says virtually 
all e-cigarettes contain 
nicotine, even those that 
imply they don’t.

The adolescent brain 
is sensitive to the effects 
of nicotine. A 2012 study 
published in Cold Spring 
Harbor Perspectives in 
Medicine found that the 
adolescent brain is es-
pecially sensitive to the 
effects of nicotine. Studies 
of people who smoked 
during adolescence con-
cluded that such people 
were at increased risk of 
developing psychiatric 
disorders and cognitive 
impairment later in life.

More evidence contin-
ues to point to vaping as an 
unsafe practice. Quitting 
the habit now can have 
profound, potentially life-
saving effects.
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Davis 
Family  
Health LLC

Kelly Ann Tonielli Davis
DNP, APRN, FNP-BC-CME

1212 Currency Court,  
Rochelle, IL • 815-561-8500

1201 Meriden Street, 
Mendota,IL • 815-538-1800
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Always 
Welcoming 
New Patients

We Fix 
Boo Boos

Physicals, Weight Loss, Dermal Fillers, Botox Injections
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Most insurances accepted

Davis 
Family  
Health LLC

Kelly Ann Tonielli Davis
DNP, APRN, FNP-BC-CME

1212 Currency Court,  
Rochelle, IL • 815-561-8500

1201 Meriden Street, 
Mendota,IL • 815-538-1800

09
26

20
22

Always 
Welcoming 
New Patients

We Fix 
Boo Boos

Physicals, Weight Loss, Dermal Fillers, Botox Injections
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Primary Care, Physicals, Weight Loss, Dermal Fillers, Botox Injections, Suboxone Program
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DIRECT expo-
sure to carcino-
gens, which 

are substances that cause 
cancer, greatly increases a 
person’s risk of developing 
cancer. 

While there are many 
different carcinogens in 
the environment, cigarettes 
expose smokers and those 
around them to a wide vari-
ety of carcinogens that can 
cause severe illness. 

Tobacco smoke has more 
than 7,000 toxic chemicals, 
including arsenic, radioac-
tive polonium-20 and mer-
cury. The American Cancer 
Society indicates smoking 
causes about 20 percent of 
all cancers and roughly 30 
percent of all cancer deaths 
in the United States. Lung 
cancers are the most notable 
of all cancers attributed to 
tobacco use — with 80 
percent of such cancers 

traced back to smoking. But 
smoking is linked to other 
cancers as well. The U.S. 
Surgeon General has identi-
fied smoking as a cause of 
12 cancers, including:

• lung, trachea and bron-
chus

• oropharynx
• esophagus
• larynx
• colorectal
• liver
• stomach

• bladder
• myeloid leukemia
• pancreas
• kidney and ureter
• uterine cervix
It is important to note 

that cancer can come from 
using smokeless tobacco 
products as well. These 
include chewing tobacco 
and dip. Furthermore, ex-
posure to someone else’s 
cigarette smoke can cause 
cancer in a person who 

doesn’t smoke. WebMD 
says bystanders exposed to 
secondhand smoke are up 
to 30 percent more likely to 
get lung cancer than others 
who are not exposed.

Tobacco can cause can-
cer in two ways. The first 
is that carcinogens damage 
DNA and cause cells to 
grow and divide abnor-
mally. The other happens 
when toxins from smoking 
weaken the body’s immune 

system, which may make it 
harder for the body to fight 
off illnesses like cancer.

The National Cancer So-
ciety warns there is no safe 
level of tobacco use. Any-
one using tobacco should 
aim to quit immediately

Smoking is a dangerous 
habit that is a leading risk 
factor in cancer formation. 
Getting the facts may in-
spire more people to quit 
using tobacco for good.

The link between smoking and cancer
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Please contact the Rochelle
Police Department if you

think there is drug activity in
your neighborhood.
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