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Kiwanis Golden K 
makes donations
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BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — On 
Friday, a ribbon cutting was 
held for The Blackstone 
Bar & Grill, a new bar and 
restaurant with a wine and 
steakhouse menu at 406 
Cherry Ave. in Rochelle. 
The business is owned by 
Shane Erdman and Jim 
Withers. Erdman also owns 
The End Zone Sports Bar 
across the street. 

The Blackstone Bar 
& Grill was welcomed 
Tuesday by members of the 
City of Rochelle, Rochelle 
Chamber of Commerce, 
community members and 
State Rep. Brad Fritts. 
Erdman thanked the com-
munity for its support. 

“The community has 
been 100 percent behind 
me,” Erdman said. “The 
businesses, the chamber, 
the city, our customers and 
everybody I grew up with. 
It wouldn’t be possible for a 
business to be successful if 
it wasn’t for everyone here 
and all of our customers 
committing and coming 
in and being a part of it. 
I want to thank all of you 
for making this a success. 
It wouldn’t be a success 
if it wasn’t for you guys. 

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR 

ROCHELLE — The 
Rochelle Community of 
Opportunity Hiring Expo 
will be held March 10 in 
the blue gym at Rochelle 
Township High School 
at 1401 Flagg Road. The 
hiring event will be open 
to the public from noon to 
2 p.m. Prior to that, RTHS 
juniors and seniors will 
attend to learn about job 
opportunities. 40 com-
mercial, retail, industrial 
and service employers 
will participate.

The event is sponsored 
by the City of Rochelle, 
Office of Mayor John 
Bearrows, Kishwaukee 
College, RTHS, Rochelle 
Foods - Hormel, Rochelle 
Chamber of Commerce 
and 102.3 The Coyote 
& Superhits 93.5. Job 
seekers are encouraged to 
pre-register at Eventbrite 
to be eligible for an 
entry into a drawing for 
$300 and must attend 
and register at the Expo. 
The registration link is 
https://hubsgethired23.
eventbrite.com. 

The hiring expo will 
be the fourth of its kind 
in the community since 
the first in 2020 amid the 

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — At its 
monthly meeting Mon-
day, the Flagg Rochelle 
Community Park District 
Board of Commissioners 
unanimously approved a 
landscaping design and 
maintenance program 
agreement with Hage-
mann Horticulture for 
$24,971.39 for future 
landscaping upgrades at 
Cooper Park, Atwood 
Park and Skare Park. 

Superintendent of Ad-
ministration & Finance 
Maureen Stevens said 
the park district wants to 
do some landscaping up-
grades at its bigger parks. 
Executive Director Jackee 
Ohlinger was absent from 
the meeting, along with 
Commissioners Jodie Hart 
and Ryan Tartaglia.

See PARK page 8

Hiring Expo is March 10 at RTHS
40 employers scheduled to participate in event

The Rochelle Community of Opportunity Hiring Expo will be held March 10 in the 
blue gym at Rochelle Township High School at 1401 Flagg Road.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

COVID-19 pandemic and 
a workforce shortage. 
City Industrial Devel-
opment Manager Peggy 
Friday said the events 
have been successful 
and have yielded success 
stories for area industries 
and job seekers. 

“For the city it’s a prior-
ity because it’s a business 
retention tool,” Friday 
said. “We’ve met with our 
industry leaders and HR 
and plant managers and at 
the top of the list is always 
the workforce. Especially 

after the pandemic. The 
landscape of businesses 
has changed. The expo is 
a way for the city to show 
that we really do value 
business retention. It’s 
the ability to listen to our 
industries and respond in 
real ways that really do 
show that government is 
here to help.”

Friday said the city’s 
current workforce situ-
ation is “getting better” 
after more dire times 
with shortages. Some 
industries have been able 

to get staffed up enough 
to now have waitlists of 
potential employees. But, 
the local workforce has 
been subject to “cannibal-
ism,” which occurs when 
employees jump from one 
local employer to another 
for various reasons.

The city commissioned 
a workforce study a year 
ago that showed that 
Rochelle industries can 
draw employees from as 
far away as Aurora. 

See EXPO page 8

Landscape 
agreement 
approved

Ribbon cutting held for The Blackstone Bar & Grill
Co-owner Withers: ‘We’re trying to make changes down here’

On Friday, a ribbon cutting was held for The Blackstone Bar & Grill, a new bar and restaurant with a wine and 
steakhouse menu at 406 Cherry Ave. in Rochelle.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

Thank you.” 
Erdman called his staff 

“unbelievable” for its work 
on opening preparation. 
Withers also thanked the 
community for its support 
and said the ownership 
group was excited about 
opening. 

“We’re trying to make 
changes down here,” With-
ers said. “We’ve gotten 
great support from the city 
and the chamber. We ap-
preciate everybody coming 
today and hopefully you 
stay a little bit and enjoy 
everything.”

Chamber of Commerce 
Executive Director Tricia 
Herrera led the event and 
welcomed the new business 
to town. 

“We always say that 
we know when you open 
a business, you can do it 
anywhere,” Herrera said. 
“We’re always very proud 
and excited to have them do 
it here in Rochelle. Thank 
you for that.”

“We know this is a lo-
cation that you’re trying to 
do a little differently, but 
very much mindful of the 
community we have and 

offering a little different 
experience for everybody. 
Thank you for bringing that 
to town as well.”

Mayor John Bearrows 
also spoke at the event and 
welcomed The Blackstone 
Bar & Grill on behalf of the 
City of Rochelle. He said he 
enjoys seeing local people 
invest in the community and 
talked about partnership 
between businesses, the 
chamber and the city. 

“You guys really kind 
of blew me away when we 
first started talking about 
this,” Bearrows said. “I 

remember the day that I got 
the text that had a picture of 
what the sign was kind of 
going to look like. We know 
you’re going to do great. We 
are here to help you. We’re 
just so happy that you chose 
Rochelle to do this. And 
you’re making a difference 
on Cherry Avenue. I’m not 
ashamed to say it. It’s nice 
to have a nice establishment 
again. We had one before, 
and now this looks like it’s 
a really good fit. I want to 
welcome you to Rochelle 
and thank you for all you do 
for our community.”
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THIS HOUSE FOR UNDER 
$700/MONTH

OWNOWN

630-208-4742

3 Bed, 1 bath, 2 Car Garage, Fenced Yard on a 1/3 of 
an acre lot in town. This is NOT a rent to own. Call 
for our Information Packet or to Schedule a Private 
Showing.
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Live life to the FULLESTFULLEST.

Live life to the fullest and get back to the life you enjoy with XCEL 
Orthopedics at Rochelle Community Hospital. Dr. Gadini Delisca leads 
our expert team to provide complete care and customized solutions 
for patients of all ages. 

Complete Orthopedic Care for all Ages 

To learn more about XCEL Orthopedics or schedule an appointment with Dr. Delisca, 
call 815-562-3784 or visit rochellehospital.com/orthopedics.

Full range of orthopedic solutions including: 
• Knee, hip, and shoulder replacement procedures
• Fracture care—splinting and casting
• Arthritis and carpal tunnel solutions
• Sports medicine 
• Hand, foot and ankle injury treatments

Huber Ins and Fin Svs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent
221 E. IL Rt. 38, Rochelle, IL 61068
Bus: 815-562-7011
Shane@ShaneHuber.com
Mon-Fri, 8:30a-5:00p
Scheduled Appointments

State Farm
Bloomington, IL
2101554

Surprisingly great rates 
that fit any budget.

Get great rates and a good neighbor.
Call me today.

Like a good neighbor, 
State Farm is there.*
 
Individual premiums and budgets will vary by customer. All 
applicants subject to State Farm underwriting requirements.

01
22
20
23

BY VICKI SNYDER-CHURA
SPECIAL TO THE NEWS-LEADER

ROCHELLE — A 
young social studies 
teacher who later be-
came mayor of Rochelle 
took over the reins of 
the Rochelle Township 
High School Key Club in 
1968. The Tatler reported 
that under the guidance of 
Robert Gingerich and his 
lay advisor Howard Smith, 
Key Clubbers responded 
to serve the school, church 
and community at local, 
district and international 
levels.

Craig Boltman was 
president, John Smith the 
vice president and Jim 
Frederickson and Mike 
Alongi were correspond-
ing and statistical secre-
taries with Rick Troop as 
treasurer. That year they 
set a record, providing 
more than 100,000 bars of 
soap for the Dixon State 
Prison, 10,000 more than 

the previous year.
Another 1968 Key Club 

undertaking was instruct-
ing, guiding and entertain-
ing inmates at the prison 
on Sundays. The Key Club 
executed class and student 
council elections, set up 
chairs, ran the coat-check 
room and assisted in the 
Cancer Society fundraiser. 
Two other projects: The 
Kiwanis Kids’ Day Parade 
and the Tri-Service Club 
corn sale. 

It should be no surprise 
that today, along with Key 
Club Advisors Joe and Jen 
Howard, the lay advisor is 
a 1968 graduate, educator 
and member of the Ro-
chelle City Council. His 
name is John Gruben.

On Tuesday, Feb. 7, 
Gruben introduced a new 
membership incentive. 
Those at the meeting take 
a ticket for a chance at a 
$2 bill.  

“I know Mr. Swinton 
(previous advisor) baked 

RTHS Key Club has evolved, but its mission remains the same
Pictured above is Golden K member and 1968 RTHS graduate John Gruben, who is the lay advisor of the RTHS Key Club. One of the many Key Club projects is upcycling 
plastic bottle caps into park benches (below).

(COURTESY PHOTOS)

cookies and brought juice 
boxes,” Gruben told the 
students. “My wife and I 

are more the Keebler kind 
of cooks, so I went to the 
bank and got a stack of $2 

bills. I intend to award one 
at each meeting.”

Annaleigh McKinney, 
granddaughter of fellow 
Golden K member Bruce 
McKinney, was the win-
ner. Golden K sponsors 
the RTHS Key Club.

The 2023 RTHS Key 
Club is no longer an all-
male membership. Dalila 

Garcia is president. It is 
open to all RTHS students. 
Meetings are at 7:30 a.m. 
Tuesdays in The Gallery, 
so check it out. On Satur-
day, Feb. 11, Key Clubbers 
planned to meet at Mr. 
Swinton’s workshop and 
sort bottle caps, which 
will be upcycled into park 
benches.
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815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct. 

Rochelle IL
We Accept Most 
Insurances and
Patients Without 

Insurance

Mon: 7:30 - 6pm, Wed: 7:30 - 6pm, Thurs: 8 - 1pm, Fri: 7:30 - 4pm
Some Saturday appointments available

11
04

20
20

We are now offering
LIPO MINO MIX injections

Introductory price $25 
Call for an Appointment! 
This lipotropic combination of B12 and 

methionine, an essential amino acid and 
other B vitamins can promote: 

Increase Fat metabolism 
Boost  Energy Level

Reduce appetite 

@unityhospice

CALL UNITY:
(815) 561-8866

915 N. Caron Rd.
Rochelle, IL

• Care provided by the entire hospice 
team: physician, nurse, social worker, 
certified nursing assistant, chaplain, 
dietitian, pharmacist, and volunteers.

• Care is individualized and based on 
the patient’s and family’s goals of 
comfort and quality of life.

• Supplies, equipment and medications.
• Service where the patient resides.
• Specialize in pain & symptom 

management.
• Spiritual enrichment and bereavement 

counseling.
• Ancillary Therapies: Music, Physical/

Occupational, Speech, Massage, Pet, 
etc.

• Ability to provide education to 
caregivers and family members.

• On-call nurse available 24/7.
• Volunteers providing special attention 

and stimulation.
• Assistance with advance directives 

and community support.
• Provide Education to those we  

care for

WHO IS  
UNITY HOSPICE?

07012020

Belvidere Collectible Coins

880 Belvidere Road • Belvidere, IL

www.goldsilverjewelrycoin.com

We Pay Highest Prices For Gold, Silver, Platinum, 
Jewelry, Coins, Flatware, Dental & Bullion

10% More For Jewelry
With This Ad!

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9:30am-5:00pm • Sat. 10:30am-2pm

~ Call For Directions ~  (815) 547-7111

Follow Us On

Visit our  
Consignors & 

Vendors:

Located at:

1054 Lincoln Hwy, Rochelle

Call 815-561-6837  |  zigzagantique@gmail.com
T-F 9-5, Sat 10-2, Sun-Mon Closed

Priscilla’s Parlor/ 
Priscilla Ortiz

Pam Capes
Cindy Dexter

Kathy Erickson
Artina Hibshman

Rich King
Sylvia McConaughy

Angels Nielsen
Bill Peska

Helen Worley

Call:
Andrew Heiserman 815-561-2123 • Christel Ackland 815-561-2153 • Chris Grimm 815-561-2125

Be included in the  
Antiques & Collectibles 

spotlight!

ROCHELLE – Resi-
dents living in and around 
the Rochelle can learn 
about their risk for car-
diovascular disease, os-
teoporosis, diabetes and 
other chronic, serious 
conditions with affordable 
screenings by Life Line 
Screening. Calvary Light-
house Church will host 
this community event on 
March 7. The site is locat-
ed at 14409 E. Hemstock 
Road in Rochelle.

Screenings can check 
for: The level of plaque 
buildup in your arter-
ies, related to risk for 
cardiovascular disease, 

stroke and overall vas-
cular health; HDL and 
LDL cholesterol levels; 
diabetes risk and kidney 
and thyroid function, and 
more. 

Screenings are afford-
able and convenient.  Free 
parking is also available.  

Special package pric-
ing starts at $159, but 
consultants will work with 
you to create a package 
that is right for you based 
on your age and risk 
factors.  Call 1-877-237-
1287 or visit our website 
at www.lifelinescreening.
com.  Pre-registration is 
required.

Affordable health screenings 
coming to Rochelle  

OREGON — On Feb. 
17 at about 10 a.m. in the 
Judicial Center parking lot 
deputies arrested Matthew 
Rodkey, 49, of Rockford 
for unlawful possession 
of a controlled substance 
(crack cocaine).  Rodkey 
was transported to the 
Ogle County Jail and held 
pending a bond hearing.  
Deputies were assisted by 
Oregon Police.   

On Feb. 17 at approxi-
mately 5:20 p.m. deputies 
responded to a driving com-
plaint of a vehicle traveling 
southbound in the 11,000 
block of North Illinois 
Route 2. A short time later 
deputies located the vehicle 
before conducting a traffic 
stop on it at the intersection 
of Illinois Route 2 and 
Town Line Road. After 
investigation, deputies 
placed Ryan Dinkelman, 
36, of Mt. Morris under 
arrest for driving under the 
influence of alcohol. Din-
kelman was additionally is-
sued a citation for improper 
lane usage. Dinkelman was 
transported to the Ogle 
County Jail where he was 
held in lieu of bond.

On Feb. 17 at approxi-
mately 4:10 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop at 
Illinois Route 38 at Dement 
Road in Rochelle on a 2002 
maroon GMC Yukon. After 
conducting an investigation 

Gilberto Quintana, 26, of 
Lee was arrested for driving 
while license suspended. In 
addition, Quintana was 
issued citations for posses-
sion of cannabis/improper 
container, operating an 
uninsured motor vehicle, 
expired registration and 
failure to display driver’s 
license. Quintana was 
transported to the Ogle 
County Jail on a valid 
Dekalb County warrant 
where he was held in lieu 
of bond.  

On Feb. 18 at approxi-
mately 9:17 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop 
near the intersection of Il-
linois Route 251 and Flagg 
Road. After investigation, 
deputies placed Alejandro 
Gonzalez-Gonzalez, 21, of 
Rochelle under arrest for 
aggravated driving under 
the influence of alcohol, 
possession of a controlled 
substance (cocaine - class 
four felony), driving under 
the influence of alcohol, 
no valid driver’s license 
and improper container 
of cannabis/driver. Gon-
zalez-Gonzalez was also 
issued citations for speed-
ing, improper lane usage, 
illegal window tint and 
operating an uninsured 
vehicle. A passenger in 
the vehicle named Juan 
Mandujano-Camacho, 26, 
of Rochelle, was also 

placed under arrest for an 
active failure to appear 
Ogle County warrant and 
possession of a controlled 
substance (cocaine - class 
four felony). Both Gonza-
lez-Gonzalez and Mandu-
jano-Camacho were trans-
ported to the Ogle County 
Jail where they were held 
pending a court appearance 
in front of a judge.

On Feb. 18 at approxi-
mately 3:38 a.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop on 
East Illinois Route 64 near 
Chamberlain Road. After 
an investigation, deputies 
arrested William A. Mar-
shall, 42, of DeKalb, for 
driving under the influence 
of alcohol. Marshall was is-
sued additional citations for 
following too closely and 
failure to signal. Marshall 
was transported to the Ogle 
County Jail where he was 
held in lieu of bond. 

On Feb. 18 at approx-
imately 5 p.m. deputies 
initiated a traffic stop in 
the 500 block of North 4th 
in Oregon. After further 
investigation, deputies 
arrest Christian Bejna, 34, 
of Oregon, for a failure 
to appear Ogle County 
warrant for driving while 
license suspended. Benja 
was also charged with an-
other count of driving while 
license suspended. Benja 
was taken into custody 

and transported to the Ogle 
County Jail in lieu of bond.

On Feb. 19 at approxi-
mately 8:47 p.m. deputies 
initiated a traffic stop for 
disobeying a stop sign 
and an inoperable plate 
light. Upon further inves-
tigation, deputies arrest-
ed Brian Henson, 39, of 
Byron, for driving while 
license suspended. Henson 
was later released on an 
individual bond and was 
given a later court date. 

On Feb. 19 at approxi-
mately 12:36 a.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop 
on Interstate 39 near mile 
marker 103. After brief in-
vestigation, deputies arrest-
ed Michael A. Bear, 30, of 
Rockford, for driving while 
license revoked. Bear was 
issued additional citations 
for operating an uninsured 
motor vehicle and an equip-
ment violation. Bear was 
subsequently transported to 
the Ogle County Jail where 
he was held in lieu of bond. 

On Feb. 19 at approx-
imately 3 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop on 
Interstate 88 at mile marker 
76 on a 2018 blue Chevrolet 
Equinox. After conducting 
an investigation, Sydney 
Morgan Mittan-Ybarra, 
24, of Davenport, Iowa 
was placed under arrest for 
driving while license sus-
pended. Mittan-Ybarra was 

also issued a speeding cita-
tion for traveling 88 miles 
per hour in a 70 miles per 
hour zone. Mittan-Ybarra 
was released on an I-bond 
and provided with a future 
court date.    

On Feb. 19 at approxi-
mately 1:11 a.m. deputies 
responded to a residence 
in the 9,000 block of East 
Fowler Road in reference 
to a home invasion in 
progress. Prior to arrival, 
deputies were updated with 
information that a male 
offender had been shot by 
someone living at the prop-
erty. Deputies responded to 
the scene and administered 
aid to the offender after 
learning the male had been 
shot at least once in the low-
er abdomen. Rochelle and 
Flagg Center EMS arrived 
on scene a short time later 
and began administering 
aid. The male subject was 
then transported to the Ro-
chelle airport, where he was 
flown to Saint Anthony’s 
Hospital in Rockford by a 
Life Flight helicopter. The 
male subject at the time 
was in critical, but stable 
condition. Rhe incident re-
mains under investigation 
pending  possible charges.    

On Feb. 20 at approx-
imately 1 a.m. hours dep-
uties were involved in a 
police pursuit that started 
westbound on East Illi-

nois Route 64 at Moore 
Road. The pursuit contin-
ued westbound and the of-
fending vehicle, a red Ford 
Mustang, reached speeds 
of 120 miles per hour and 
disregarded multiple traffic 
control devices. The pursuit 
continued through Oregon 
city limits and the vehicle 
proceeded to crash and fi-
nally come to rest at 14 East 
Front St. in Mt. Morris.  The 
driver identified as Derrick 
Holmes, 33, of Highwood, 
was taken into custody and 
charged with aggravated 
fleeing to elude, driving 
under the influence, reck-
less driving and multiple 
traffic violations. Holmes 
was transported to the Ogle 
County Jail until further 
proceedings with a judge.

On Feb. 20 at 7:40 p.m. 
deputies conducted a traf-
fic stop in the 7,000 block 
of West Illinois Route 64 
for a speeding violation. 
After an investigation, 
Charles West, 51, of Byron 
was arrested for unlawful 
possession of cannabis 
100-500 grams (class four 
felony). West was also is-
sued a citation for speeding. 
West was transported to the 
Ogle County Jail where he 
will be held pending a court 
appearance before a judge. 

All individuals are con-
sidered innocent until prov-
en guilty. 

Ogle County Sheriff’s Department

Deputies respond to home invasion incident near Rochelle
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ANDERSON
Plumbing & Heating, Inc.

Like on on Facebook
Lic# 055-013999

621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784

Plumbing, Heating, Air 
Conditioning, Drinking water 

systems, Water Heaters, 
Softeners, Iron Filters & More.

One Less Thing To Worry About
Since 1976

Obituaries

ROCHELLE — Sha-
ron C. “Cathy” Karrick, 
72, passed away Friday, 
Feb. 17 at Swedish Amer-
ican Hospital in Rockford. 
She was born on Oct. 3, 
1950 to William J. and 
Sharon M. (Clarkson) 
McKeown in Sterling. On 
May 23, 2006, she married 
Cleve “Pat” Karrick in 
Orlando, Florida.  

For 20 years, she 
worked for Caron Interna-
tional in Rochelle until she 
decided to go back and get 
her nursing degree. After 
graduating from Kishwau-
kee Community College 
in 1996, Cathy became a 
devoted registered nurse 
at Rochelle Community 
Hospital for the first few 
years of her career. She 
then went on to work at 

Kindred Hospital of Syc-
amore for nearly 17 years. 
Cathy enjoyed her flowers 
and the numerous pets she 
had throughout her life. 
She loved spending time 
with her family, but her 
favorite pastime was her 
grandchildren. She also 
enjoyed her time spent 
with friends, especially 
her daily four mile walks 
with Karla Steder.

Cathy is survived by 
her husband, Pat Karrick 
of Rochelle; her daughter, 
Heather (Eric Schulz) of 
Rochelle; two step chil-
dren: Josh (Ashley) Kar-
rick of Pawnee, Illinois 
and Cheryl (Paul) Sand-
erson of Rochelle;  two 
grandchildren: Caitlin 
and Cole Hensley; seven 
step grandchildren: Dale 

Clark, Kristi Clark, Brit-
tany Smart, Kaylie John-
son, Ben Clark, Savanna 
Wilson and Tyler Cox; 
three brothers: Joe (Karen) 
McKeown of Park View, 
Iowa, Jeff McKeown of 
Rogersville, Alabama, 
Dan McKeown of Rock-
ford; three sisters: Betsy 
Considine, Ann (Dan) 
Osborn and Jean Bowser 
all of Dixon; brother-in-
law, Kent Hungerford 
of Kentucky; sister-in-
law, Diann McKeown; 
daughter-in-law, Danette 
Clark; and many nieces 
and nephews.

In addition to her par-
ents, Cathy is preceded in 
death by her sister, Chris 
Hungerford; brother, Pat-
rick “Duffy” McKeown 
and brother-in-law, Tom 

Bowser.  
The visitation will be 

from 10 a.m. to noon 
Saturday, Feb. 25 at the 
Unger-Horner Funeral 
Home, 400 N. 6th St., 
Rochelle.  The funeral 
service will follow at 
noon with Pastor Grego-
ry Hoffmann officiating. 
Private family burial will 
follow the service. Please 
visit www.ungerhorner.
com to sign the online 
guest book.

CHARLES E. 
Malone, 71, en-
tered into rest 

on Thursday, Feb. 16 

Sharon C. ‘Cathy’ Karrick

Charles E. Malone
after a short but tough 
battle with cancer.  Son 
of the late Forrest and 
the late Irene, nee Rother, 
Malone, loving husband 
of Rose Marie, nee Bu-
cher, Malone, dear father 
of; Kathleen (Josh) Clark 
of Palmyra, Illinois, Dan-
iel Malone of Osaka, 
Japan, Thomas (Rebec-
ca) Malone of Madison, 
Wisconsin, Kevin (Adila) 
of Sterling, Virginia and 
Sally (Landon) Satterfield 
of Creal Springs, Illinois. 
Cherished grandfather of; 
Nathan, Augustus, Abra-
ham, and Theodore Clark, 
Ocala Satterfield, Ok-
yan Malone, and Charlie 
Malone, and dear brother 
of the late Robert Malone 
and the late Patricia Gaw-
ronski.  He is also survived 
by his; brother-in-law, 
Ron Gawronski, nephew, 
Ronald Gawronski, first 
cousins, Verna and Julene 
Auchstetter, RoseAnn 
Beeman, Mary Lou Legn-
er, Dorothy Applebee and 
Jerry Comisky.

Charles, aka “Chuck” 
or “Charlie,” was born 
Feb. 10, 1952 in Ro-
chelle. He attended Stew-
ard Elementary School 
and graduated Rochelle 
Township High School 
in 1970. Chuck earned 
degrees from Saint Louis 
University, Dominican 
University and Northern 
Illinois University, which 
include a bachelor’s de-
gree in communication, 
masters of library science 
and masters of political 
science.

Chuck held an assort-
ment of intriguing jobs 
during his life includ-
ing tax assessor, farmer, 
hot dog delivery driver, 
meat plant worker and 
more. Chuck eventually 
moved back to and farmed 
the family farm in Lee 
County for many years 
before pursuing a career 
in library science. 

As a librarian, he found 
a true passion for re-
searching and helping 
others. Most recently 

Chuck served as professor 
emeritus in the library 
of Western Illinois Uni-
versity’s Government, 
Legal, Spatial and Data 
Services. While there, 
he also served as dean, 
department chair and 
unit coordinator and, was 
responsible for establish-
ing WIU as a Patent and 
Trademark Resource Cen-
ter. Chuck had numerous 
achievements at WIU, in-
cluding published articles 
such as “An Asparagus 
Picker Patent-Really?” in 
Inventors Digest.  He was 
a member of many pro-
fessional organizations 
including the American 
Library Association and 
Trademark Resource Cen-
ter Association. He retired 
after 21 years, in 2019.

Chuck was a master 
storyteller and especially 
enjoyed sharing colorful 
tales of concerts he attend-
ed, as well as trips in his 
VW bus to see all the cool 
bands in the 1970s. This 
included an excursion to 
the Kickapoo Creek Mu-
sic Festival which wasn’t 
quite the “camping” trip 
he described to his parents 
and, surviving the Sly and 
the Family Stone concert 
riot in Chicago. Peculiar-
ities of jobs he held such 
as delivering meat for 
Cyclone Sausage and as 
a utility worker for Del 
Monte Foods, inspired 
many of his stories. Chuck 
was also a proud member 
of the Morrison Hotel 
Dorm at SLU and the 
Meramec Valley Grotto.

Chuck described one of 
his greatest dilemmas in 
life was to either become 
a roadie for the Grateful 
Dead, or settle down and 
raise a family. We are 
glad he chose the latter 
and decided to marry 
Rose, and go on to have 
five children. He enjoyed 
raising his kids on the 
same farm where he grew 
up in northern Illinois. In 
addition to farming he 
helped care for countless 
animals including horses, 

goats, chickens, rabbits, 
ducks, geese, cats, dogs 
and a pony.

Chuck was his kids’ 
number one fan. He nev-
er missed their sporting 
events and trucked the 
family to many horse 
shows and the annual 4-H 
fair. He would routinely 
provide them with an 
overabundance of infor-
mation for school research 
projects and highlight the 
wealth of information 
the library had access 
to. He loved reading and 
instilled an appreciation 
of reading in his children, 
although he could only 
read fiction. Chuck rarely 
missed a Cardinals game, 
whether on the radio or 
T.V., and the team came 
up in almost every family 
conversation. 

After retiring he re-
turned to St. Louis. He 
became an avid bike rider 
and very much enjoyed 
discovering the many bike 
paths throughout the city. 
If he wasn’t biking, he was 
walking the dog, reading 
a book while listening to 
jazz or, watching Cardi-
nals baseball. 

Chuck will be remem-
bered for his friendly, 
easy going demeanor, 
vivid stories and being a 
constant source of encour-
agement and support for 
his children. 

In lieu of flowers, do-
nations are appreciated 
to the Cardinal Glennon 
Children’s Foundation.

A graveside service 
will be held at 10 a.m., 
Thursday, Feb. 23 at Ss. 
Peter and Paul Cemetery, 
St. Louis, Missouri.

Condolences may be 
expressed at www.zie-
genhienfuneralhome.com

ROCHELLE — On 
Feb. 18 at 1:14 a.m. Jessica 
L. Milan, 28, of Rochelle 
was cited for failure to 
yield exiting private drive. 
She was released on an 
I-Bond with a March 31 
Rochelle court date.

On Feb. 19 at 12:47 
p.m. Jonathon A. Marti-
nez, 20, of DeKalb was 
cited for speeding 49 miles 
per hour in a 30 miles per 
hour zone. He signed a 
promise to comply an was 
given a March 17 Rochelle 
court date.

On Feb. 20 at 10:45 
a.m. Marcos D. Coyoma-
ni, 26, of Rochelle was 

arrested for driving while 
license suspended. He 
was released on an I-Bond 
with a March 17 Rochelle 
court date.

All individuals are 
considered innocent until 
proven guilty. 

Rochelle Police Department

Officers issue citations
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ASHTON NEWS

BAR
GRILL&

1/2
OFF! BO!

GO!

BAR/RESTAURANT  ..................
Ralphie and Lulu’s
812 Main St., Ashton
815-453-2103

Huddle Cafe
802 Main Street, Ashton
815-453-2677

COMMUNITY BUILDING  ..........
Mills and Petrie Memorial Building
Hourly, daily rentals for your event
815-973-8397

CONSTRUCTION  .....................
Don Ross Jr. Construction
PO 96, Ashton
815-677-3774

GROCERY/GAMING  ................
Mimini’s General Store
602 Brown Street, Ashton
815-453-7500

FUNERAL HOME  .....................
Beverage Lyons Funeral Home
601 Richardson Ave., Ashton, 815-453-2441 
beveragefamilyfh.com 

HAIR SALON  ..........................
Shear Delight
1873 Ashton Road, Ashton
815-453-2331

INSURANCE  ............................
Bradford Victor-Adams Mutual Insurance 
Company
120 W. South St., Franklin Grove
815-456-2334

MUNCIPALITIES ........................
Village of Franklin Grove
105 E. S. South Street, Franklin Grove
815-456-2131

PLUMBING  .............................
Richter Plumbing and More
402 Western Ave., Ashton
815-453-2361

PUBLIC LIBRARY  ......................
Franklin Grove Library
112 S. Elm Street
815-456-2823

Mills and Petrie Memorial Library
704 First Street
815-453-2213MIMINI’S

GENERAL STORE

602 Brown
Ashton, IL

815-453-7500
Video Gambling

Don Ross Jr. 
Construction

P.O. 96 
Ashton, IL

815-677-3774

Ashton-Franklin Center High School recently congratulated its students of the month for November, December and January. 

Ashton-Franklin Center High School names December, January and February Students of the Month

AMBOY — On Feb. 
12 at 10:27 p.m. the Lee 
County Sheriff’s Office 
received a 911 call reporting 
a two-vehicle crash at the 
intersection of Walton Road 
and Amboy Road. Lee 
County Sheriff’s deputies 
responded to the call.  

When deputies arrived 
they located one of the 
drivers, Margaret M. Mor-
rison, 22, of Amboy, in her 
vehicle. She was trans-
ported from the scene by 
helicopter to a Rockford 
area hospital.  The driver 

of the other vehicle, Joseph 
M. Fenwick, 60, of Amboy, 
was transported to KSB 
and released. Fenwick was 
arrested for driving under 
the influence of alcohol 
and transported to the Lee 
County Jail.  

Amboy Fire Depart-
ment, Sublette Fire De-
partment, Dixon City Fire 
Department and OSF Life 
Flight assisted at the scene. 

All charges are merely 
an allegation, and the defen-
dant is presumed innocent 
until proven guilty.

DIXON – The Lee 
County Sheriff’s Office 
recently announced it made 
one driving under the influ-
ence arrest, issued 13 other 
citations and six criminal 
arrests during the recent 
Super Bowl enforcement 
campaign. 

Citations issued by dep-
uties include: seven speed-
ing citations, two operating 
uninsured motor vehicle 
citations, two improper 
turn signal citations, one 
illegal transportation of al-
cohol citation, one no valid 
driver’s license citation, 
two arrests for possession 
of methamphetamine, one 
arrest for possession of 
drug paraphernalia, one 
arrest for obstruction of 

identification, one arrest for 
obstruction of justice and 
one warrant arrest.

The Super Bowl week-
end “Drive Sober or Get 
Pulled Over” and “Click 
It or Ticket” enforcement 
effort ran from Friday, 
Feb. 10, through the early 
morning hours of Monday, 
Feb. 13. The goal was to 
keep impaired drivers off 
the roads and ensure more 
people buckle up and follow 
all traffic safety laws.

“Motorists should un-
derstand that we are serious 
about cracking down on 
impaired drivers and seat 
belt and other traffic safety 
law violators. We do it to 
save lives,” Chief Deputy 
Derek Ranken said. 

Lee Sheriff announces Super 
Bowl enforcement results

Amboy man arrested for DUI 
after accident with injuries

Ashton-Franklin Center School District students (elementary, junior high and high school) recently made 
and decorated valentines for the residents at The Meadows in Franklin Grove and they were dropped off by 

Carson Rueff, vice president of the National Honor Society at AFC High School.  

AFC students send valentines to residents at The Meadows

AFC boys basketball team beats Indian Creek
ASHTON — The Ash-

ton-Franklin Center var-
sity boys basketball team 
began IHSA Regional play 
with a 74-56 victory over 
Indian Creek on Saturday, 
Feb. 18. Carson Rueff led 
the Raiders with 23 points, 

while Griffin Bushman 
added 18 points and Kaleb 
Goldman scored 16 points. 
Lane Koning chipped in 
seven points for AFC in 
the win.

The Ashton-Franklin 
Center varsity boys bas-

ketball team edged For-
reston for a 49-44 win on 
Friday, Feb. 17. Jordan 
Harris led the Raiders with 
13 points and Griffin Bush-
man recorded 11 points.

Ashton-Franklin Cen-
ter lost 74-66 against 

Fulton on Tuesday, Feb. 14 
despite 21 points from Jor-
dan Harris and 15 points 
from Carson Rueff. Kaleb 
Goldman had 13 points 
and Griffin Bushman to-
taled 12 points against 
Fulton. 
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LOCAL VIEWS
Guest column

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages responsible 
letters to the editor on subjects of interest to our 

readers. Editing may be necessary for space, clarity 
or to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas will not 

be altered. All letters must bear the handwritten 
signature of the writer and include address and 
phone number or e-mail address for verification 
purposes. Neither the street address nor phone 
number will be printed. Letters should be typed 

or legibly handwritten, and no anonymous letters 
will be published. Any letters from boards or 

organizations must include at least one name of an 
individual. Any criticism of public officials should 

be limited to issues related strictly to their position 
or actions made in office, as personal attacks will 

not be published. Letters involving private disputes 
between the writer and a business will not be 

published. Political endorsements will be published, 

however letters  rom candidates endorsing 
themselves will not be printed. Letters may be 

dropped at the News-Leader office (211 IL Route 
38 East), mailed to the News-Leader (P.O. Box 46, 

Rochelle, IL 61068) or e-mailed (news@rochellenews-
leader.com.) The News-Leader reserves the right to 
edit or reject any letter to the editor for any reason, 

and letters chosen for publication do not necessarily 
reflect the views of this newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

IL Sen. Brian Stewart
M104A State House
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0180

U.S. Con. Adam 
Kinzinger
1218 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-3635

* Denotes Chairman/President

IL Rep. Tom Demmer
314 Capitol
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

Kurt
Wolter

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes  bhayes@rochelleil.us
Rosaelia Arteaga  rarteaga@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                       dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
John Gruben  jgruben@rochelleil.us

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Dave Casey  dcillini94@gmail.com
Steve Builta  sbuilta@gmail.com
Ashley Jackson                      ajackson@d231.rochelle.net
Stephanie White                        swhite@d231.rochelle.net
Eric Van Hise  eric.vanhise@gmail.com
Trisha Vaughn                                      jrvtlv02@msn.com
Javier Zepeda  jzepeda@rthsd212.org

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Carol Hayenga  carol.hayenga@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas  bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Jacky Aguilera jacky.aguilera@rths212.org
Jeff Tilton  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Bobby Chadwick bobby.chadwick@rthsd212.org
Brian VanVickle                  brian.vanvickle@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board

Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodie Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Lloyd Droege  ldroege@oglecounty.org
Dan Miller  dmiller@oglecounty.org
Greg Sparrow  gsparrow@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Bruce McKinney bmckinney@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney  skenney@oglecounty.org
David Williams  dwilliams@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
Wayne Williams jwdw13@yahoo.com
Jennifer Payton  
*Tom Byro  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Steve Katzman  skatzman@essex1.com
Mike Kerns  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Mark Hibshman  
Curt Ward  caward92@comcast.net

Hillcrest Village Board
*Randy Salsbury  rsalsbury@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pittman  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Dan Potter dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Richard Rhoads  rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball  tball@hillcrestil.us
Renee Kerwin  rkerwin@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
*Bob Withrow  flaggtwp@rochelle.net
Joanna Patrick  flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
Susan Rothenberger assessor@rochelle.net
Scott Seebach  scottseebach@gmail.com
Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle  noggle62@gmail.com
Eric Gruben  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hagar  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
*Jaqueline Dickow dickow@comcast.net
Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net
Michael Scanlan scanlan@comcast.net
Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip          doobs12@comcast.net

WELL in only 
a couple of 
days we will 

know if March comes in 
like a lion or a lamb. Not 
sure what your preference 
is, but I’ve never eaten a 
lion. But I’ve been told 
you have to eat an elephant 
one bite at a time. That or 
have some Tums ready.

According to the Farm-
ers Almanac, March looks 
stormy and cold. Appar-
ently all month as they pre-
dict a snowy start to April. 
Looks like I may have to 
give up hope getting my 
potatoes planted by Good 
Friday. No need to worry, 
I’ve found over the years 
that particular saying is 
nothing more than an old 
wives tale. Of course I’ve 
often wondered…Don’t 
new wives have any tales?

What all this means 
in reality is that I’m not 
putting my snow shovel 
away and looking for my 
hoe just yet. Of course I 

might look awfully funny 
mowing my yard in the 
snow.

The Environmental 
Protection Agency an-
nounced a proposed rule 
to designate perfluorooct-
noic acid (PFOA) and 
perfluorooctanesulfonic 
acid (PFOS), the two 
most common per- and 
polyfluoralkyl substanc-
es (PFAS), as hazardous 
materials under the Com-
prehensive Environmental 
Response, Compensation, 
and Liability Act (CER-
CLA).

CERCLA is the federal 
law that provides a federal 
“Superfund” to clean up 
uncontrolled or aban-
doned hazardous waste 
sites as well as accidents, 
spills and other emergency 
releases of pollutants and 
contaminants into the 
environment.

Through CERCLA, 
EPA has the power to seek 
out those parties respon-

sible for any release and 
ensure their cooperation in 
the cleanup. CERCLA im-
poses liability on parties 
responsible for, in whole 
or in part, the presence 
of hazardous substances 
at a site.

Since PFAS chemicals 
are known as “forever 
chemicals,” they don’t 
easily break down 
over time and can 
be transported 
through rain run-
off, which means 
they have been 
found in surface 
water and ground-
water aquifers.

P F O A a n d 
PFOS have been 
voluntarily phased 
out by U.S. manufactur-
ers for the most part but 
are still in limited use in 
products ranging from 
stain-resistant clothing 
and furniture to cookware 
and food packaging.

Farmers and ranchers 

do not produce PFOA or 
PFOS; however, these 
chemicals can be found 
in the water that has been 
provided to their livestock 
and crops. In certain areas 
of the country, PFAS lev-
els have risen in milk, beef 
and row crops.

Another source of 
PFAS contamination on 

farms comes from 
the use of soil 
amendments (bio-
solids, paper by-
products), a prac-
tice that has long 
been supported 
and encouraged by 
the EPA. Farmers 

would never in-
tentionally spread 
PFAS. Food safety 

is their top priority. But so-
ciety is learning that PFAS 
is all around us, including 
on farms and ranches.

To date, PFAS has been 
detected on some farms, 
along with many other 
sites, but farmers do not 

manufacture or knowing-
ly spread PFAS on their 
farms. Currently, farmers 
in Maine. Michigan and 
New Mexico are severe-
ly impacted by PFAS 
detection.

It’s important that farm-
ers are not held respon-
sible for the presence of 
PFAS chemicals that they 
did not produce or inten-
tionally use.

Additionally, a Super-
fund designation could 
devastate land values and 
leave farmers with land 
that they are unable to use. 
Under CERCLA, clean-up 
funds are disseminated 
based on a priority list, and 
it is likely that farmland 
would be the last in line 
to receive such assistance.

The proposed rule 
would require anyone who 
releases certain levels of 
PFOA and PFOS into soil 
or water to report it to fed-
eral or tribal authorities. 
The goal of this rule is to 

force responsible parties 
to take remedial actions 
and pay for the cleanup 
of a contaminated site. 
While EPA has stated that 
the intent of this rule is to 
hold the producers and 
users of these chemicals 
accountable, there is no 
language in this rulemak-
ing that protects innocent 
landowners who passively 
receive these chemicals.

It is important for farm-
ers to let their Congressio-
nal representatives know 
how this affects their 
farm and find means that 
work without negatively 
affecting farm values and 
profitability.

When I was a younger 
man the old timers used 
to tease me at weddings 
by saying “you’re next!” 
They stopped when I start-
ed saying the same thing 
to them at funerals.

Ron Kern is the man-
ager of the Ogle County 
Farm Bureau.

BECAUSE ener-
gy technology 
is in the news 

frequently these days, it 
is useful to understand 
it so we can make wise 
decisions about energy 
for ourselves and for our 
society. In a previous arti-
cle when I introduced the 
topic of energy technolo-
gy we learned there are six 
different forms of energy 
— mechanical, thermal, 
chemical, nuclear, elec-
trical and radiant. While 
this is very important to 
understand, there are more 
fundamental concepts to 
learn. Today we’ll take on 
a new one: a fundamental 
law of our universe that 
says energy can neither 
be created nor destroyed. 

This law — called the 
law of energy conserva-
tion — states that there is 
a fixed amount of energy 
in our universe. So, all the 
energy that exists in the 
universe remains constant 
year after year, decade 
after decade, millennium 
after millennium, ever 
since the universe was cre-
ated. So no matter which 
of the six forms of energy 
we are talking about, the 

sum total of all energies 
out there never increases 
or decreases. Just think 
about that for a while… 
it’s truly supernatural and 
astonishingly simple! 

The energy is simply 
changed, or converted, 
from one form into an-
other. An example of this 
is the gasoline energy that 
goes into a gas-powered 
automobile. The gasoline 
is a form of chemical en-
ergy when it goes into the 
car’s tank, which is then 
burned and converted into 
thermal energy inside the 
car’s engine, which is then 
transferred and converted 
by the car’s transmission 
into the mechanical en-
ergy of the rolling tires. 
Each step along the way, 
energy is converted into 
a different form. There 
are many more energy 
conversions taking place 
inside of an automobile, 
but let’s keep it simple! 

This process of energy 
conversion applies to ev-
erything — and I mean 
everything — that uses 
energy. And you’d be hard 
pressed to find anything 
in your world that hasn’t 
or doesn’t use energy. 

Animals, plants, rocks, 
clouds, your hearing aid, 
microwave, television, 
etc. all depend on energy 
either when they were 
formed or during their 
use. Remember, it takes 
energy to manufacture 
products, and the minerals 
of the earth were formed 
in the molten-hot earth’s 
core. And of course it 
takes energy to operate 
those technical devices. 
The constant con-
version process 
of energy in tech-
nology and nature 
is all around us. 
If you take time 
and look for how 
energy is used you 
will begin to see 
the world with a 
new perspective 
which reveals the de-
pendency we have upon 
energy, and hopefully you 
can gain an appreciation 
for how amazing those 
conversions can be. 

Once we understand 
the breakdown of energy 
use and can trace how en-
ergy is converted from one 
form into another, we can 
move to develop an un-
derstanding of two more 

important ideas — that of 
energy waste and that of 
energy efficiency. We say 
that energy is “wasted” 
when energy is converted 
into a non-useful or un-
used form. For example, 
the purpose of a light bulb 
is to provide light. We put 
electrical energy into a 
light bulb and expect to 
get useful light out of it. 
But we also get heat from 
a light bulb even when 

we don’t want it. 
That is non-use-
ful, wasted en-
ergy. In the pro-
cess of converting 
electrical energy 
into light energy, 
a light bulb also 

converts electric-
ity into heat. In 
fact, the amount 

of energy wasted by a 
light bulb may surprise 
you – it is around 90-95 
percent! Yes, that means 
approximately 90-95 per-
cent of the electricity 
that goes into a standard 
incandescent light bulb is 
converted into heat, and 
only about 5-10 percent 
of that electricity is con-
verted into light. That is a 
lot of wasted energy! 

It is just one of those 
strange facts of tech-
nology that every time 
energy is converted from 
one form into another, 
there is energy that is 
wasted – usually in the 
form of wasted heat but 
other forms of energy can 
be waste, too. Gasoline 
powered automobiles 
are no exception to this 
“wasted energy” rule. A 
typical gasoline-powered 
automobile wastes about 
75 percent of the energy 
contained in the gasoline 
by converting it into wast-
ed heat. While the car is 
moving us around using 
the non-wasted energy, 
the car’s radiator is mov-
ing the wasted heat energy 
from the engine into the 
air around the car. Lots of 
energy is wasted because 
we burn the gasoline to 
make heat in order to turn 
the transmission, but most 
of that heat is wasted. 

Fortunately in recent 
years more efficient tech-
nology has been invented. 
LED bulbs and compact 
fluorescent bulbs can be 
85-90 percent efficient, 
meaning they only waste 
10-15 percent of the elec-

tricity put into them. And 
gas-powered auto engines 
continue to be more and 
more efficient, especially 
when used in smaller and 
lighter automobiles. Of 
course we need to remem-
ber that energy was used 
to manufacture those light 
bulbs and automobiles, 
just like energy is used to 
produce all products and 
structures. So that energy 
needs to be included in 
the overall calculations 
used to discover waste 
and efficiency. 

Hopefully this short 
lesson in energy conver-
sion, waste and efficiency 
makes sense and can help 
you to understand the is-
sues surrounding energy 
that we are hearing more 
and more about every day. 

Kurt Wolter has studied 
and taught technology, 
including production, 
transportation, energy 
and communication, for 
over 30 years. He en-
joys trying to understand 
technology and its past, 
present, and future while 
also attempting journal-
ism. He can be reached 
at technohistory100@
gmail.com.

Energy conversion, waste and efficiency 

Ron Kern: Waiting on spring

Ron
Kern
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COMMUNITY

Coffee Break
Call 815-561-2151 to submit names for birthdays and anniversaries

Birthdays & Anniversaries
Feb. 22

Jessica South
Lucy Hazlip

 
Feb. 26

Natalie Powell

 Feb. 27
Beth Bolhous

Feb. 28
Lucas Donoho

February 21 - (Tuesday) - BBQ Chicken (Breasts or Thighs/
Leg), Roasted Potatoes, Green Beans, Dinner Rolls

February 23 - (Thursday) - Spaghetti and Meatballs, Salad, 
Garlic Bread

February 28 - (Tuesday) - Chicken Lickn’ Bowls, Coleslaw, 
Biscuits

March 5 - (Sunday Brunch) - Sausage Gravy and Biscuits, 
Sausage Links, Breakfast Casserole

KIDS MENU: Chicken Nuggets w/Fries
**All menus are subject to change. If you would like to 

check before coming out, please call us at 815-561-9074 
www. KitchenTableRochelle.org

THE KITCHEN TABLE MENU

Jan. 27 - Andrea Svela, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 28 - Anne Aubry, Whitefish Bay, WI, $25

Jan. 29 - From the Heart, $50

Jan. 30 - Alexander Herrera, Dixon, $25

Jan. 31 - Rochelle Chamber, $25

Feb. 1 - Deanna Hill, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 2 - From the Heart, $25

Feb. 3 - HOPE of Ogle County, $25

Feb. 4 - Melanie Bonilla, Rochelle, $250

Feb. 5 - Jesse Johnson, Cambridge, WI, $50

Feb. 6 - Adlai Schaefer, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 7 - Marie McNames, Byron, $25

Feb. 8 - Holly Kubale, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 9 - Jessica Johnson, Edgerton, $25

Feb. 10 - Joanne Storey, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 11 - Jessica Rogers, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 12 - Sandra Cummings, Rockford, $50

Feb. 13 - Rochelle Chamber, $25

Feb. 14 - Kaya Fulgencio, Rochelle, $250

Feb. 15 - Nathaniel W. Brass, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 16 - Jewel Challand, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 17 - RACF, $25

Feb. 18 - Hollie Peterson, Walnut, $25

Feb. 19 - Mary Goken, Rochelle, $50

Feb. 20 - Jeff Ramsey, Rochelle, $25
 
Feb. 21 - RACF, $25

Feb. 22 - From the Heart, $25

Kiwanis Golden K donates to 
three local youth organizations
Kiwanis Golden K recently presented donations to 

three local youth organizations thanks to the 
support of the community and volunteering spirit 

of members. Donations were presented to Rochelle 
Little League, Rochelle Wrestling Club and Girl Scout 

Troop #409.The donations are part of $28,000 the 
club is donating this year. Pictured are Club President 

Ric Taylor and Matt for the Rochelle Little League, 
Taylor and Noah from Rochelle Wrestling Club and 
Taylor and Heather from Girl Scout Troop No. 409. 
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LOCAL NEWS

Early Learning. Lifelong Influence.

Help young students thrive. 
Advance your career in early childhood education today.

Impact the lives and learning of young 
children as an early childhood educator. 

Kish ECACE Scholarship Incentives
• Free books and laptops
• Internet reimbursement
• Transportation support
• Childcare assistance
• Degree/certificate completion incentives
• Educational debt relief

Kish ECE Degrees/Certificates
• Gateways ECE Level 2 Certificate: Assistant Teacher
• Gateways ECE Level 3 Certificate: 
   Entry-Level Teacher
• Early Childhood Education Associate in 
   Applied Science Degree: Teacher

Visit kish.edu/ecace to learn more or apply for the scholarship program. 

The ECACE scholarship program was created to address the shortage 
of qualified ECE professionals in Illinois by helping the early childhood 
workforce advance their qualifications or further their certificate                   
or degree program. 

Ayuda a que tus estudiantes prosperen. 
Avanza tu carrera en la educación infantil hoy. 

Influye en la vida y el aprendizaje de los niños 
jóvenes como un educador infantil. 

Incentivos del programa ECACE en KISH
• Libros y computadoras gratis
• Reembolso de internet
• Apoyo económico para transporte
• Asistencia para cuidado infantil
• Incentivos para el certificado o el título
• Alivio de la deuda educativa

Título y certificados ECE en KISH
• Certificado Gateways ECE Nivel 2: Profesor/a asistente
• Certificado Gateways ECE Nivel 3: 
   Profesor/a de nivel básico
• Asociado/a de educación infantil con título 
  de Ciencias Aplicadas: Profesor/a

Visita kish.edu/ecace para aprender más sobre nuestros programas y aplicar para nuestras becas. 

El programa de becas ECACE fue creado para hacer frente a la escasez 
de profesionales calificados ECE en Illiniois y ayudar a la fuerza laboral 
este campo a mejorar sus habilidades o avanzar en su programa de 
certificado o título. 

Aprendizaje temprano, influencia de por vida.

From page 1

The city handles the 
marketing for the expo 
and has been advertising 
it locally and in its “sec-
ondary trade area,” which 
goes as far east to Aurora, 
north to Rockford, south 
to Mendota and west to 
Sterling.

“We know that if the 
wages are good, even 
with gas prices and the 
economy, that people will 
still drive to Rochelle,” 
Friday said. “We know 
from previous studies that 
the majority of people 
who work in Rochelle 
don’t live here. That is 
also a concern. Obviously 
with the economy and the 
price of gas, it’s harder for 
people to get to Rochelle. 
So we want to make sure 
that our citizens know 
what kinds of jobs are here 
and that you don’t have to 
leave town to find a good 
career.” 

Friday said the student 
aspect of the hiring expo 
is important to keep RTHS 
students working locally 
after high school and ex-
posing them to Rochelle’s 
opportunities. 

“One of the goals of this 

expo is to try to keep our 
local young talent here,” 
Friday said. “Some kids 
may want to graduate and 
get out of town, but there 
are really good jobs here 
and we want to capture that 
enthusiasm for the com-
munity and staying local. 
It’s a good opportunity 
for our young people and 
other job seekers.”

Jasmine Sarabia, a re-
cent RTHS graduate, is 
one of the success stories 
of a past expo. She first 
attended a hiring expo her 
junior year and talked with 
Rochelle Fire Department 
Chief Dave Sawlsville, 
who shared information 
with her and suggested 
she talk with him again 
during her senior year. She 
did, and applied to the de-
partment at the next year’s 
expo. She now works for 
both RFD and the Rochelle 
Police Department.

“Without the first in-
teraction, I might never 
have thought that any of 
this could be possible,” 
Sarabia said.

Kishwaukee College 
plays a large role in the 
planning of the expo and 
gives feedback on what 
it hears from students, 

along with the employers 
that reach out to it about 
training for the workforce. 
Friday also said that RTHS 
wants to maximize the 
readiness of its students 
after college. 

“We’re able to custom-
ize the event to what the 
needs of all of these dif-
ferent groups, participants 
and businesses are,” Fri-
day said. “Everyone has 
their part in the planning. I 
can’t thank RTHS enough 
for all of the logistical 
work they do on it. We all 
work together and those 
partnerships pay off, even 
well after the expo.”

The March 10 event 
will see employers hiring 
for “a wide variety of all 
sorts of jobs.”

“When job seekers 
come in, we’ll give them 
a map that will list all of 
the employers that are 
there and the potential 
jobs they’re looking for,” 
Friday said. “ We’ll have 
volunteers there that will 
make introductions be-
tween job seekers and em-
ployers. We want people to 
be able to maximize their 
time there. There will be 
opportunities or on-the-
spot interviews.”

EXPO: Hiring event scheduled March 10

The Rochelle Community of Opportunity Hiring Expo will be held March 10 in the 
blue gym at Rochelle Township High School at 1401 Flagg Road.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

From page 1

Hagemann Horticulture 
currently has the City of 
Rochelle’s downtown con-
tract and Ohlinger observed 
the city’s landscaping and 
was impressed and reached 
out to get them involved 
with the park district’s 
properties, Stevens said.

Board President Tim 
Hayden said Hagemann 
Horticulture is based in Or-
egon and is involved with 
the Oregon Park District.

“I think the program 
is such that the first year 
involves some design and 
then the future years would 
be a smaller number for 
maintenance and annual 
upkeep work,” Hayden 
said.

Mower
The board unanimously 

approved the purchase of 
a new zero-turn Exmark 
mower for $9,298 from 
Johnson Tractor. The park 
district will be trading in 
one of its old mowers as 
part of the agreement.

Cook
Ogle County Clerk & 

Recorder Laura Cook 
spoke at the meeting and 
thanked the board for 
allowing use of The REC 
on election days since it 

was built and the closing 
and demolition of Hickory 
Grove took place, leaving 
the clerk’s office without 
a large Rochelle polling 
place.

“When they tore Hick-
ory Grove down, we kind 
of scrambled to find what 
would be a good location 
for voters and this was a 
perfect fit for us,” Cook 
said. “I think it was a per-
fect fit for the park district 
as well to showcase your 
building. Our election 
judges love it here.”

Cook said her office is 
currently in need of election 
judges for the upcoming 
election April 4.

“If you know of some-
one that’s retired or some-
body that’s looking for 
something to do on election 
day, have them call our of-
fice,” Cook said. “Because 
we’re always looking for 
election judges. We have 
a lot of judges retiring and 
Rochelle is our biggest 
community that has a 
need for election judges. 
We need them just about 
everywhere.”

Director 
comments

Due to Ohlinger’s ab-
sence, Stevens outlined 
her director’s comments 

portion of the meeting. The 
Spring Lake Marina floor-
ing was recently finished 
and the facility is back 
open for rentals. The work 
was done in house by park 
district staff and no existing 
rentals had to be canceled 
due to the work.

Recreation
Superintendent of Rec-

reation Andrew Murray 
detailed recent numbers 
and programs within the 
park district. The REC 
Center has been hosting 
travel basketball games 
on Sundays for about six 
weeks and has welcomed 
2,200 people on those 
Sundays from Rochelle 
and outside communities.

“It’s been great to hear 
feedback from everybody,” 
Murray said. “They think 
it’s awesome that Rochelle 
has The REC. That’s going 
great and I want to thank 
the staff that have been 
here every Sunday to make 
it happen.”

The park district’s youth 
basketball little hoopsters 
program is up 26 kids from 
last year, Murray said.

In aquatics, the park 
district has been working 
on ways to get more usage 
out of its aquatic center, and 
new offerings are aimed at 
senior citizens and kids. 

PARK: Mower purchase approved

The park district board unanimously approved the purchase of a new zero-turn 
Exmark mower for $9,298 from Johnson Tractor.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
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SPORTS KISHWAUKEE BOUND 
 
RTHS senior Damen Harrington will play 
golf for Kishwaukee College next year. 
 
See page 2 for more details
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RTHS Wrestling

Seven wins at state
Five RTHS athletes compete in IHSA State Championship over the weekend

The Rochelle Hub varsity wrestling team sent five athletes to the IHSA State Championship in Champaign over the weekend. Above from 
left to right are head coach Alphonso Vruno, coach Chris Hager, Tommy Tourdot, Brock Metzger, Connie Kessen, Kaiden Morris, Xavier 
Villalobos, Joseph Nadig, coach Nelson Baker and coach Tyler Baker.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

CHAMPAIGN — A 
historic season came to 
a close for the Rochelle 
Hub varsity wrestling 
team over the weekend, 
when a school-record 
five athletes represented 
Rochelle Township High 
School in the IHSA State 
Championship meet at 
the University of Illinois’ 
State Farm Center.

Juniors Brock Metzger 
and Tommy Tourdot along 
with sophomores Kaiden 
Morris, Xavier Villalobos 
and Joseph Nadig battled 
in the state tournament 
for the Hubs (28-1, 7-0 
Interstate 8), with the 
five athletes combining 
for seven bout victories. 
Metzger (40-12) and Mor-
ris (39-10) each went 2-2 
over four matches to se-
cure top-8 finishes at their 
respective weight classes, 
while Tourdot (20-9), Vil-
lalobos (39-8) and Nadig 
(39-9) each went 1-2 over 
three matches.

“It’s always tough to 
lose and I thought it was 
hard on the kids that we 
didn’t bring home any 
medals, but I wasn’t dis-
appointed in how our kids 
wrestled,” head coach 
Alphonso Vruno said. 
“We had some really 
good matches where we 
just came up a little short. 

It was really exciting to 
see each of our kids win 
at least one match and 
we only lost one match 

against an athlete who 
didn’t wind up placing 
in the tournament. Some-
times we just have to tip 

our cap and move on.”
Metzger won his open-

ing-round bout in the 
182-pound weight divi-

sion, scoring a 10-3 de-
cision over Wauconda’s 
Sean Christensen before 
conceding a 13-0 decision 

against Joliet Catholic’s 
Nico Ronchetti. 

See HUBS page 9

ADVERTISE YOUR 
BUSINESS HERE!
Great Rate - Great Spot!

Call Mike @ 815-561-2124 or email 
mfeltes@oglecountylife.com

01252021

Tue-Fri 9am-4pm 
• Sat 9am-1pm • 

Closed Sun & Mon

429-433 Lincoln Hwy., Rochelle, Illinois
815-562-8765 • hubcityfurniture.com

POWER LIFT CHAIRSPOWER LIFT CHAIRS
Starting at $699!Starting at $699!

Various color & styles!

07272022

HUB CITY FURNITUREHUB CITY FURNITURE

RTHS Boys Basketball

Morris downs Rochelle in IHSA 3A Regional Quarterfinals
Wheeler explodes for 36 points as Redskins hold off Hubs 71-61 on Saturday

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

MORRIS — The third 
time wasn’t the charm for 
the Rochelle Hub varsity 
basketball team on Satur-
day, when the purple and 
white faced Morris in the 
IHSA 3A Regional Quar-
terfinals.

With both teams battling 
for the right to challenge 
No. 2 seed Sterling, No. 
7 seed Morris took the 
early lead, opening the 
game with an 18-7 run. 
Behind an explosive of-
fensive outing from Jack 
Wheeler, who finished 
with a game-high 36 points 
on 17-of-28 shooting, the 
Redskins eliminated No. 
9 seed Rochelle in the 
play-in round, defeating 
the Hubs 71-61 and hand-
ing the purple and white a 
loss for the third time this 
season. Junior Eli Luxton 
recorded a 20-point, 14-re-
bound double-double for 
the Hubs, who finished 
10-20 overall and 4-10 in 
the Interstate 8.

“I was encouraged about 
this matchup coming in 
because we played two 
close games against Morris 
earlier this season,” head 
coach Tim Thompson said. 
“We had leads in both of 

those games and we were 
missing key players in 
both games. I knew Morris 
would show us a 1-3-1 zone 
on Saturday and I felt like 
we were prepared for that. 
We just didn’t do enough 
on the offensive end and 
we turned the ball over too 
much, which has been our 
issue all season long.”

The Redskins, who 
led 34-26 at halftime, 
shot 50 percent from the 
field and forced 18 Ro-
chelle turnovers. Morris 
outscored the Hubs 17-8 
in transition and 18-5 in 
points off turnovers. While 
Rochelle outrebounded 
the Redskins 42-29, Mor-
ris found success in the 
painted area on offense, 
where Wheeler continu-
ously knifed through the 
Rochelle defense to score 
at the rim.

“[Jack] Wheeler was 
really good from the start,” 
Thompson said. “He scored 
27 against us the last time 
we played and he was 
really effective from the 
3-point arc, but this time, 
he was physical around the 
rim and scoring on a lot of 
straight line drives where 
we weren’t able to stop him 
from getting to the basket.”

See BOYS page 9

(PHOTO BY MARCY DELILLE)
Sophomore Carson Lewis shoots a 3-pointer during the Rochelle Hub varsity basketball game against Morris 
on Saturday.
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The businesses featured on this page are 

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”
I’m looking forward to serving your needs for insurance and 
financial services.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
CALL ME TODAY.

Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc 
Shane B Huber, Agent

221 E. IL Rt. 38 
Rochelle, IL 61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Diana Alanis, MDCaring for your 
family’s health from 

infant to adults.
For appointment, please call

815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct, Rochelle, IL 61068

Most Insurance Accepted

Accepting 
New Patients

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

815 561 4035!

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto  Home Improvement   Vacation

Jami Hackman & Kristen Stover

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle

H
S
2
0
1
6

Jami Hackman

Se Habla
Español

BUY HERE – PAY HERE
You Work - You Drive

1400 N 7th St
Corner of Flagg Rd & Hwy 251 N

227 E. Rt 38 • Rochelle, IL

815-562-8706
www.rochellechiropractic.com
Now Accepting New Patients!

Licensed and Insured
24 Hour Emergency Service

815-562-4937
500 Cleveland Avenue

Berg-Johnson
Electric

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

FREE ESTIMATES

“Proudly Serving The Rochelle Area Since 1945”

H
S

F
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1
5

Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

#4061/#83-3198

Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

101 Maple Ave • Rochelle, IL 61068
815.562.7057 •  hub-remsen.com

GO HUBS!GO HUBS!

• Collision Repair • New/Preowned Vehicles
• 24 Hour Towing • Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

We are Ogle Countyʼs
only GM Dealer!

Come visit us!

815-562-8787 • www.jeffperrychevrolet.com
CHEVROLET • BUICK • CADILLAC • JEEP • CHRYSLER

We are 
Ogle 

County’s 
only 

GM Dealer!
• Collision Repair
• 24 Hour Towing

• New/Preowned Vehicles

• Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes  

and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181

www.rochellehospital.com
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Residential & Commercial Roofing

815-561-0099
Licensed & Insured

• Shingled Roofs
• Flat Roofs
• Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities
• Custom Built Homes
• Additions

Residential, Concrete
Driveways, Flatwork

and Foundations

HSF2015

• Large menu of foods
• Rochelle’s famous chicken

by the dinner or bucket
• Hand dipped ice cream

(16 flavors)

H
S

F
2

0
1

6

251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039

H
S
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2

SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

200 Steward Road

800.262.1680
www.johnsontractor.com

Dine In • Carry Out •  
• Home Delivery • Pizza • Pastas • 

• Sandwiches • Salads •  
• and Lots More!

Serving Illinois & the Surrounding Area

Specializing in Walk-In Tubs 
& Acrylic Showers

Additions ~ Bathrooms ~ Kitchens 
Accessibility Remodeling

Batavia Builders & 
Remodelers, LLC

Debbie Foster,  
Owner
(815) 501-8946
www.bataviabuilders.com

ANDERSON
Plumbing & Heating, Inc.
Plumbing, Heating, Air Conditioning, 

Drinking water systems, Water Heaters, 
Softeners, Iron Filters & More.

One less thing to worry about

621 First Ave., Rochelle
815-562-8784

Like us on 
Facebook

Lic# 055-013999
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209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8792

www.meyersfurniture.com

Order online and receive  
15% off entire bill!  

We are proud to support  
Rochelle Hubs! 

Visit us at vincespizzainrochelle.com  
815-562-7300

Since 1967

Like our Facebook page

HUB SPOTLIGHT

Harrington signs with 
Kishwaukee College

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE senior Damen Har-
rington will be continuing his 
academics and his golf career with 

Kishwaukee College next year. Harrington, 
who intends to study criminal justice and 
pursue a career in law enforcement while 
attending Kishwaukee College, spent four 
years with the Rochelle Township High 
School golf program, with all four years 
coming at the varsity level. 

“I’m looking forward to connecting with 
a few of my old teammates who are playing 
at Kishwaukee College right now and I’m 
excited to show my potential at the colle-
giate level,” Harrington said. “Rochelle has 
prepared me for this opportunity by starting 
me on varsity very early on. I was moved 
up to varsity during the second meet of my 
freshman season and playing at that pace and 
at a higher intensity has definitely prepared 
me for this opportunity.”

Harrington was the No. 2 varsity starter for 
the Hubs this season, helping lead Rochelle to 
five victories as well as sixth-place finishes in 
both the LaSalle-Peru Invitational at Senica’s 
Oak Ridge and the Rocket Invitational at 
Rock River Golf & Pool. Harrington aver-
aged a nine-hole score of 46 in Interstate 8 

Conference meets this season, helping the 
Hubs place seventh in the conference and 
fifth out of nine schools in the IHSA 2A 
Regional at the Mendota Golf Club.

“I feel like I’ve mostly improved in the 
mental side of the sport,” Harrington said. 
“Golf isn’t a sport where you can just go 
out and hit the ball and expect to play well. 
It takes time and practice to excel in every 
shot you make and to learn how to make the 
most of bad shots.”

Harrington will compete for Kishwaukee 
College head golf coach and RTHS alum 
Thomas Brennan, who has recruited several 
Rochelle student-athletes over the last few 
years including Rowan Williams, Reese 
Kirk, Garrett Burdin, Ryan Friestad and 
Hayden Jones. Academically, Harrington 
said he’s also considering transferring to a 
four-year school after Kishwaukee College 
in hopes of earning a conservation degree 
and pursuing a career as a game warden.

“I chose Kishwaukee College because 
of how supportive coach [Thomas] Bren-
nan was this past season,” Harrington said. 
“He showed up to a few of our meets and 
watched me play before offering me a spot 
on the team. I also chose Kishwaukee Col-
lege because of the affordability and because 
I may not need a bachelor’s degree for my 
career path.”

Rochelle Township High School senior Damen Harrington will be continuing his 
academics and his golf career with Kishwaukee College next year.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)
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SPORTS

What Service
Do You Offer?

Advertise Here

Commercial & Residential Roofing

Residential 
Concrete

Driveways, Flatwork
and Foundations

•Shingled Roofs  •Flat Roofs 
•Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities 
•Custom Built Homes  •Additions

561-0099
www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE
ESTIMATES

Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Heating & Air Conditioning

 Lic.#058-087891

Serving Rochelle For Over 40 Years

Quality Service • Free Estimates
 Residential & Commercial

815-562-8784

Plumbing/Heating/CoolingGutters

COMMUNITY BOARD
Need to get the word out about a product Need to get the word out about a product 

or service you offer? or service you offer? 
Give us a call at 815-562-4171. Give us a call at 815-562-4171. 

We can reach over 9,000 homes!We can reach over 9,000 homes!

Rockford IceHogs mascot Hammy visits Rochelle Middle School students and staff on Friday
Rochelle Middle School students and staff received a visit from Rockford IceHogs mascot Hammy on Friday. Rochelle Middle School recently celebrated School 

Resource Officer Week and SRO Jim Jakymiw is seen with Hammy below (bottom center). Rochelle School District 231 and the Rochelle Middle School staff would like 
to thank SRO Jakymiw for all of his hard work and dedication to the district and the students. 
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WHO’S WHO IN REAL ESTATE
A home is the most 

significant pur-
chase  many 

people will ever make. 
Perhaps because of that, 
many buyers, particularly 
those purchasing a home 
for the first time, are under-
standably nervous about 
the home-buying process. 
The decision regarding 
which home to buy war-
rants ample consideration, 
but so, too, does the buy-
ers’ choice of lender.

Mortgage lenders can 
be found all over the inter-
net, and the sheer volume 
of lender options can make 
it hard for home buyers to 
find the right fit for them. 
Couple that with lending-
related terminology that 
many first-time buyers 
may be unfamiliar with, 
and it’s easy to see why 
prospective homeowners 
can feel overwhelmed 
about the process of bor-
rowing money to buy their 
homes. 

When looking for a 
mortgage lender, prospec-
tive homeowners should 
never forget that the choice 
of lender is, in most cases, 
entirely theirs to make. 
When making that deci-
sion, a host of variables 
should be considered. The 
following are three such 

factors that, upon ample 
consideration, may help 
buyers rest easy know-
ing they did their due 
diligence when looking 
for lenders.

Just like other busi-
nesses, lenders have repu-
tations, and oftentimes 
those reputations can 
be determined via some 
simple online research. 
Peruse online reviews 
to determine what past 
buyers felt about a given 
lender. If possible, ask 
friends, family or col-
leagues who they worked 
with to secure a mortgage.  

Fees vary from lender 
to lender. Fees should not 
be mistaken for interest 
rates, which change daily 
and are typically dictated 
by the financial industry 
and prospective buyers’ 
credit history and financial 
standing. When speaking 
with potential lenders, ask 
for a rundown of their fees, 
and the services those fees 
include, and closing cost 
estimates in writing, then 
compare and contrast fees 
and costs of various lend-
ers before making a final 
decision. Some lenders 
may charge considerably 
more in fees than others, 
so buyers should put in 
the effort necessary to 

Three factors to consider when choosing a mortgage lender

comparison shop.
Buyers,  especially 

those who have never 
before purchased a home, 
will likely have lots of 
questions. This is where 

personal interaction with a 
prospective lender should 
be noted. Securing financ-
ing for a home purchase 
can sometimes seem like 
an impersonal process, but 

it doesn’t have to be, and 
many lenders are happy 
to answer buyers’ ques-
tions. Lenders who answer 
questions quickly and 
clearly can make buyers 

more comfortable about 
the home buying process. 
Buyers may want to avoid 
lenders who seem evasive 
or unwilling to answer 
questions in writing.

REMODELING 
with a return on 
investment in 

mind can be a smart strategy 
for homeowners, whether 
one is thinking about mov-
ing in the next few months 
or further down the road. 
Though this approach is an 
inexact science, in many 
instances, it’s savvy for 
homeowners to consider 
what buyers may want when 
planning home improve-
ments.

Homeowners may be 
surprised to learn which ren-
ovations garner the best ROI 
at resale. The home loan and 
refinancing company Re-
noFi indicates that overall 
home improvement projects 
provide a 70 percent ROI on 
average. Many high-ROI 
projects add functional 
space and improvement. 
The following are some 
exterior renovations that 
help homeowners recoup 
the most money at resale, 
according to Remodeling 
magazine’s “2022 Cost vs. 
Value Report.”

1. Garage Door Replace-
ment: 93.3 percent recouped 
of $4,041 cost

2. Manufactured Stone 
Veneer: 91.4 percent re-
couped of $11,066 cost

3. Siding replacement 
(Fiber Cement): 68.3 per-
cent recouped of $22,093 
cost

4. Window replacement 
(Vinyl): 67.5 percent re-
couped of $20,482 cost

5. Siding replacement 
(Vinyl): 67.2 percent re-
couped of $18,662 cost

6. Window replacement 
(Wood): 66.3 percent re-

couped of $24,388 cost
7. Deck addition (Wood): 

64.8 percent recouped of 
$19,248 cost

8. Entry Door Replace-
ment (Steel): 63.8 percent 
recouped of $2,206 cost

The majority of reno-
vations on Remodeling 
magazine’s list of the best 
investments are exterior 
renovations, making this 
area of a home a particular 
point of interest for home-
owners. The only interior 
project that cracked the Top 
10 ROI for projects was a 
minor midrange kitchen 
remodel.

Exterior renovations per-
haps add the most bang for 
your buck because they’re 
not only functional, but also 
because they add immedi-
ate curb appeal. Much in 
the way it has been said 
people eat with their eyes 
first — which is why chefs 
spend so much time on 
elaborate plating — buy-
ers will judge a property 
by how it looks when they 
arrive, even before they’ve 
stepped inside a home. In 
essence, home buyers often 
judge a book by its cover. A 
worn exterior may indicate 
to potential buyers that the 
home was not maintained, 
however false that assump-
tion may be.

It’s important for home-
owners to consider all 
factors before beginning a 
renovation. Certain proj-
ects offer a stronger return 
on investment than others, 
and that’s a significant con-
sideration for homeowners 
thinking of selling their 
homes. 

Exterior renovations 
that boast the best ROI

FAX-IT TO US!
562-2161

211 Hwy. 38 East
Rochelle

News-Leader
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Community Unity

2021-2022
9 Biggest Benefits
Of Shopping Rochelle First

Youth programs, 
schools and non-
profit groups 
look to our
businesses first 
when fundraising. 

These community-minded 
businesses donate faithfully to 
local youth sports programs, 
community clubs, nonprofit 
groups and churches – just to 
name a few. Shouldn’t we look 
to those same businesses 
first when we need goods 
and services? Of course we 
should!

High rate of 
return. For every 
$100 spent in 
independently
owned stores, 

$68 returns to the community 
through payroll, taxes and 
other expenditures. Online 
orders return absolutely 
nothing to Rochelle, IL.

Seeking health 
care in your 
hometown brings 
the comforts of
receiving qualified 

care from people you know 
and trust. Whether it be a trip 
to the dentist, regular health 
care screenings, a visit to a 
specialist or an emergency, 
you need not travel. It’s all 
right here.

Banking with 
people who know 
you is a luxury 
found only in
hometowns. 
You don’t have 

to show your ID every time 
you go in. You can get a 
loan from people who know 
you and understand your 
needs, whether it be money 
for your first car or to help 
your business grow. Local 
banks believe in the value of 
community members helping 
one another.

No one wants to 
have to make an 
insurance claim, 
but it’s painless 
when your agent
is your neighbor. 

You don’t have to convince 
them that there was a hail 
storm, or that the wind nearly 
took your roof off. They know 
because they live here. Which 
do you want when you’ve 
had a bad day: A face-to-face 
meeting with your local agent, 
or a machine answering the 
phone at that big national 
insurer that advertises on TV?

Time is money. 
It’s simple math 
(especially when 
you figure in gas
mileage.) Shopping 
locally can actually 

save you both time and 
money!

Customer service 
after the sale is 
invaluable. Local 
retailers not only
take responsibility 
for the product 

they sold, they will often fix it 
or replace it – no questions 
asked. Appliances, furniture, 
computers and electronics 
sometimes have glitches. 
Would you rather box
yours up, send it to who 
knows where, and wait six to 
eight weeks, or just go back 
to thenice guy that helped you 
when you bought it?

Keeping it local 
encourages 
community 
growth. By
choosing to do 
business locally, 

you help maintain Rochelle’s 
diversity, charm and appeal; 
which attracts new community 
members.

One word: Jobs. 
When you do 
business of any 
kind in Rochelle,
it creates and 
maintains jobs for 

others in our area . A healthy 
employment rate is the 
cornerstone of all economies.
How can you help the 
economy recover? Start at 
home.

1

5

9

2

6

3

74

8
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Batavia Builders & 
Remodelers, LLC

Serving Illinois & the Surrounding Area

09282022

Debbie Foster, Owner
(815) 501-8946
www.bataviabuilders.com

Specializing in Walk-In Tubs 
& Acrylic Showers

Accessibility Remodeling ~ Additions 
Bathrooms ~ Kitchens

Serving Illinois & the Surrounding Area

420 Fourth Avenue
Rochelle, IL 61068

815-562-2156
www.fnclaw.com

01
25

20
22

• Secure Entry System
• Community room with kitchen
• Activities
• On-site coin operated laundry
• On-site management office
• Dependable 24/7 maintenance service
• On-site parking for residents

For more information, please call 815-562-1404
Full time Social Service Coordinator is available to assist residents

615 N. Lincoln Hwy.
Rochelle, IL 61068
TTY 847-390-1460

Rent based
on 30% of a 

Resident’s Adjusted 
Gross Income

M A N A G E D  B Y:

w w w. L S S I . o r g

Owned and operated by Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI) offering 
apartment living for older adults in Rochelle and the surrounding communities.

0101201701132019

Lincoln ManorAPARTMENT AVAILABLE

PRIME TIME

THOUGH a sig-
nificant percent-
age of individu-

als report desires to retire 
later in life, many people 
stop working around the 
age of 62. The desire for a 
later retirement may stem 
from financial concerns 
or because some people 
wonder just what they will 
do when they’re no longer 
working.

Retirement is a time 
for hardworking individu-
als to enjoy themselves 
and their newfound free 
time. Interacting with the 
community can keep the 
brain engaged and foster 
beneficial social connec-
tions. In recognition of the 
value of staying engaged, 
the following are a few 
ways for seniors to become 
more involved in their 
communities.

• Join a club or group. 
Identify an activity you 
find interesting and de-
termine if there is a way 
to get involved with it in 
your community. Senior 
centers or adult activity 
providers may sponsor 
local programs.

• Participate in worship. 

Many older adults find 
they want to reconnect 
with their faith at this 
point in their lives, even 
if attending services hadn’t 
been a top priority earlier 
in life. Reach out to your 
local house of worship and 
find out when services take 
place and which activities 
they offer.

• Read to children. 
Volunteer your services 
at the library by reading 
to youngsters. Interacting 
with other generations can 
be inspiring.

• Volunteer at a soup 
kitchen or food pantry. 
Times continue to be chal-
lenging for many people 
who may find it hard to 
cover their expenses. Soup 
kitchens and food pantries 
can be a saving grace for 
those who might otherwise 
miss meals. Volunteering 
some hours at these orga-
nizations can do worlds of 
good and help you make a 
difference.

• Befriend neighbors. A 
passing “hi and bye” wave 
may have been the norm 
when you were busy work-
ing a job. Now that you 
have free time, you can get 

How seniors can engage with their communities

to know neighbors better 
and even take turns hosting 
get-togethers. Moving to a 
retirement or active adult 
community with others 
in similar positions may 
facilitate such friendships.

• Volunteer with local 
government. Find out ways 

you can become involved 
civically. Perhaps you can 
run in a local school board 
election or try to become 
a member of the town 
council?

• Become a substitute 
teacher or paraprofes-
sional. Many schools  are 

experiencing shortages of 
qualified staff. You may 
find your place helping to 
shape the minds of young-
sters by volunteering at 
schools or taking on part-
time jobs in the classroom.

Seniors can be more 
engaged in their commu-

nities, thus strengthening 
their “social capital,” the 
term scientists often use 
to describe the strength of 
their social relationships, 
and the extent to which 
people feel physically and 
emotionally supported by 
their communities.  

THE human body 
is a marvel. How 
the body trans-

forms over the course of an 
individual’s life is one of its 
more remarkable qualities, 
and those changes never 
cease, even as individuals 
near retirement age.

The changes associ-
ated with aging include 
physical transformations 
but also more subtle shifts 
the naked eye cannot see. 
For example, metabolism 
slows as individuals grow 
older, and aging also can 
lead to a decrease in bone 
density and muscle mass. 
These changes affect how 

men and women at or near-
ing retirement age should 
approach their diets in 
recognition of the vari-
ous ways their nutritional 
needs change at this point 
in their lives. Any modi-
fications to a diet should 
first be discussed with a 
physician, but the follow-
ing are some ways aging 
adults can use diet to com-
bat age-related changes to 
their bodies.

• Prioritize protein. The 
authors of a 2010 study 
published in the journal 
Current Opinion in Nutri-
tion and Metabolic Care 
recommended that older 

adults consume between 
25 and 30 grams of pro-
tein with each meal. The 
researchers behind the 
study concluded that such 
consumption could limit 
inactivity-mediated losses 
of muscle mass and func-
tion.

• Overcome reduced 
production of vitamin 
D. WebMD notes that 
people over 65 typically 
experience a decrease in 
natural production of vi-
tamin D. Vitamin D is not 
naturally found in many 
foods, so aging men and 
women may need to rely on 
supplementation to ensure 

their bodies get enough of 
it. Vitamin D helps with 
anti-inflammation, im-
mune system support and 
muscle function, among 
other benefits. So it’s vital 
that aging men and women 
find ways to get sufficient 
vitamin D.

• Consume ample di-
etary fiber. The National 
Resource Center on Nutri-
tion & Aging notes that fi-
ber plays an important role 
in the health of older adults. 
Fiber has been linked 
with heart health, healthy 
digestion, feeling full, and 
preventing constipation, 
which the online medical 

How to use diet to combat age-related bodily changes that can affect your health
resource Healthline notes 
is a common health prob-
lem among the elderly. 
Though the NRCNA notes 
that older adults need 
slightly less fiber than their 
younger counterparts, it’s 
still a vital component of 
a nutritious diet. The feel-
ing of fullness that fiber 
consumption can provide 
also is significant, as it can 
ensure adults who aren’t 
burning as many calories 
as they used to aren’t 
overeating in order to feel 
satisfied. That can make 
it easier for such adults to 
maintain a healthy weight.

• Monitor intake of vi-
tamin B12. The NRCNA 
notes that vitamin B12 
is involved in a host of 

important functions in 
the body, including nerve 
function and the forma-
tion of red blood cells. 
Vitamin B12 is most easily 
found in animal products, 
which many aging men 
and women must largely 
avoid due to other health 
concerns. In such instanc-
es, men and women can 
discuss supplementation 
with their physicians as 
well as alternative food 
sources of B12, such as 
fortified cereals, salmon 
and other items.

Bodily changes related 
to aging increase the likeli-
hood that men and women 
will need to alter their diets 
in order to maintain their 
overall health.
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE • HILLCREST • CRESTON • STEWARD • KINGS • ASHTON

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALEMISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-874-2257

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW, USED  
SCRATCH & DENT

• Refrigerators • Freezers 
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

11222020

ROCHELLE
Applications are being accepted for the 

rental of 1 bedroom unfurnished  
apartments, specifically designed for the  
independent living of serious mentally ill  

individuals. This housing opportunity is being  
made available to those individuals who  

comply with the requirements and regulations 
of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 

Development, Section 8 and in compliance with the 
Fair Housing and Equal Housing Opportunity Act. 

Please email: apts@sinnissippi.com or write the:  
Residential Services Coordinator,  

Sinnissippi Centers, 325 IL Route 2, Dixon, IL 61021.

101  101  
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105   105   
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113   113   
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119  119  
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

201  201  
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 

license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
its care.

301   301   
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307  307  
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 815-
562-4171 (8AM-NOON 
ONLY) Rochelle News 
Leader.  

FOR SALE 4 foot by 
8 foot fluorescent light 
fixtures with bulbs. $5 
each in Mendota. Call 
630-803-7146 (03-12-
23)

315  315  
WANTED TO BUYWANTED TO BUY

Wanted to Buy Older 
Comic Books. 815-481-
4922. (03-15-23)

405   405   
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity 
basis.

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR RENTAPARTMENTS FOR RENT
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From page 1

R o c h e l l e ’s  l o n e 
40-match winner this sea-
son, Metzger outlasted 
Niles Notre Dame’s Jim 
Amatore for a 1-0 decision 
in the second round of the 
consolation bracket, but fell 
just shot in the third round, 
losing by 14-13 decision 
against Troy Triad’s Koen 
Rodebush.

“We joked with Brock 
last season because we 
felt he had a lot of poten-
tial, but he’d make some 
poor movements or poor 

mental mistakes,” Vruno 
said. “He’s grown so much 
in those aspects and he’s 
learned a lot on his feet. 
He’s learned some new at-
tacks and his defense has 
improved a lot. We saw 
kids over the weekend who 
didn’t want to go down 
against Brock and I think 
that shows how much he’s 
grown from where he was 
last season to where he’s at 
right now.”

Morris recovered from 
an opening-round loss 
against Chatman Glen-
wood’s Alex Hamrick in the 

220-pound weight division, 
showing dominance with 
consecutive falls against 
Riverside-Brookfield’s Joe 
Midona and Evergreen 
Park’s Eduardo Artunez 
in the consolation bracket. 
Morris faced Mattoon’s 
Leo Meyer in the third 
round, conceding an 18-7 
major decision.

Villalobos reached the 
second round of the cham-
pionship bracket in the 
120-pound weight division 
after holding off Deerfield’s 
Luke Reddy for a 4-3 deci-
sion in the opening round. 

Villalobos, who medaled 
in second place at the 
113-pound weight division 
last season, bowed out of 
the tournament with a 3-1 
loss against Midlothian 
Bremen’s Nore Turner 
and a 6-5 defeat against 
Chicago St. Patrick’s Olin 
Walker in the second round 
of the consolation bracket. 

“It’s always interesting 
to see where our kids are 
at when the season ends,” 
Vruno said. “The days 
after the state tournament 
were really positive from 
a coaching standpoint and 

our kids were up early 
and up late working out. 
They’re talking about wres-
tling in the spring and doing 
freestyle and greco-roman 
wrestling. A lot of our kids 
were first-time state quali-
fiers this season, but they’re 
still hungry and they want 
to take those next steps to 
do even better next season.”

Tourdot and Nadig each 
fell in the opening round of 
the championship brackets, 
with Tourdot conceding an 
8-1 decision against Joliet 
Catholic’s Jason Hampton 
in the 113-pound weight 

division and Nadig com-
ing just short in a 4-1 loss 
to Civic Memorial’s Caleb 
Scott in the 126-pound 
weight division. In the first 
round of the consolation 
bracket, Tourdot edged Ma-
homet-Seymour’s Caden 
Hatton for a 3-1 decision 
and Nadig scored last-sec-
ond points to outbattle Lake 
Forest’s Julian Olenick for 
a 5-3 decision. Tourdot 
fell against Rock Island’s 
Truth Vesey and Nadig lost 
against Grayslake Central’s 
Tyler Weidman in the sec-
ond round.

HUBS: Five athletes battle at IHSA State Championship

SPORTS
From page 1

“We came out flat from 
the start and we didn’t get 
anything going. We shot the 
ball poorly from the arc and 
we just didn’t make enough 
shots to make a run.”

Morris held a double-
digit advantage, 53-39, 
entering the fourth quarter, 
where Rochelle outscored 
the Redskins 22-18 but 
trailed by too many points 
to overcome the early hole. 
Junior Jack Tracey finished 
with 11 points on 5-of-9 
shooting, while senior 
Raul Aguirre added eight 
points and four rebounds. 
Sophomore Cayden Moore 
chipped in nine points and 
11 rebounds.

“Our sophomores and 
juniors earned a lot of play-
ing time this season and 
there was a lot of learning 
on the run,” Thompson said. 
“I thought our kids learned 
about playing in pressure 
situations and I hope they’ll 
continue to learn from those 
situations moving forward. 
We’ve talked with our kids 
about the improvements 
they need to make during 
the offseason.”

BOYS: Rochelle suffers third loss against Morris this season

Junior Eli Luxton drives to the rim during the Rochelle Hub varsity basketball game against Morris on Saturday. Luxton finished with 20 
points and 14 rebounds in a 71-61 loss to the Redskins.

(PHOTO BY MARCY DELILLE)
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START OR RENEW A 52-WEEK SUBSCRIPTION FOR JUST

OFF

COOLCOOL

Subscription 

special

SAVINGSSAVINGS

$20
$11900

(Regular 
Subscription Rates)

SUNDAY

36 23
HIGH

Fehr Graham 

hires Dahl

Fehr Graham announced 

the hiring of Jarrett Dahl 

as an engineering 

technician. Page 7
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LOCAL NEWS...  LOCAL VIEWS             
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 $1.25

WEEKEND EDITION |  WWW.ROCHELLENEWS-LEADER.COM

Hub wrestling 

team ties RTHS 

school record 

                 
  SEE SPORTS

Stillman Bank 

announces 

contest winners 
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MONDAY

41 23
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TUESDAY

35 26
HIGH LOW
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30 23
HIGH LOW
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BY JEFF HELFRICH

MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The 

City of Rochelle’s plans 

for 2023 include looking 

at the future of the vacant 

Hickory Grove site, mak-

ing upgrades to electric 

infrastructure, completing 

its Rochelle Intermodal 

Transload Facility, a Well 

8 rehabilitation project 

and hiring new police 

officers.
Rochelle City Manager 

Jeff Fiegenschuh spoke 

with the News-Leader on 

Dec. 21 about what resi-

dents can expect from the 

new year.
After demolition of the 

Hickory Grove facility 

at 1127 N. 7th St. was 

completed in early 2022, 

Fiegenschuh said conver-

sations will be had among 

city leadership in winter or 

early spring of 2023 on the 

site’s future and a potential 

development. 

“I plan to go back to the 

city council sometime this 

winter or early spring and 

see where they want to go 

with Hickory Grove and if 

we want to do something 

different or hire a broker,” 

Fiegenschuh said. “We’re 

BY JEFF HELFRICH

MANAGING EDITOR

CRESTON — At its 

monthly meeting Tuesday, 

the Creston Village Board 

unanimously approved 

an insurance proposal for 

the year in the amount of 

$12,993.
Adam Heal of Query In-

surance presented the board 

its new premium and said 

last year it was $11,828. The 

village did see a rate reduc-

tion, but saw the additions 

of $300,000 in additional 

property coverage and a 

new pickup truck. 

“We like to make a 

property evaluation every 

couple of years and make 

sure the property values 

are in line with keeping up 

with inflation and things 

like that,” Heal said. 

See BOARD page 5

BY JEFF HELFRICH

MANAGING EDITOR

OGLE COUNTY — 

Ogle County State’s At-

torney Mike Rock and 

Ogle County Sheriff Brian 

VanVickle announced in a 

press release Dec. 29 that 

Ogle County will not be 

subject to the SAFE-T Act 

no cash bail provisions as a 

result of a Kankakee Coun-

ty judge ruling Wednesday, 

Dec. 28 that lawmakers 

overreached their constitu-

tional authority in passing 

a measure to abolish cash 

bail in Illinois.

Other provisions in the 

wide-ranging SAFE-T Act 

criminal justice reform 

were not affected by the 

ruling, such as reforms to 

police officer training and 

certification standards and 

police body camera require-

ments. The Ogle County 

Sheriff’s Office is required 

to start body cameras Jan. 

1, 2024 and smaller depart-

ments such as the Rochelle 

Police Department will start 

Jan. 1, 2025.

A Dec. 31 order from 

the Illinois Supreme Court 

stayed the cash bail pro-

visions’ implementation 

for all 102 counties until 

the court could rule on an 

Looking ahead to 2023

‘There’s a lot of good things I’m looking forward to’

The City of Rochelle’s plans for 2023 include looking at the future of the vacant 

Hickory Grove site, making upgrades to electric infrastructure, completing its 

Rochelle Intermodal Transload Facility, a Well 8 rehabilitation project and hiring 

new police officers.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

going to start having those 

conversations again. I’m 

not saying we need to 

make that decision right 

away, and it’s ultimately 

up to the mayor and coun-

cil. That’s something we 

need to have a conversa-

tion about.”
After completing a 

nearly-$15 million new 

electrical substation on 

Ritchie Road in 2022, the 

city and Rochelle Munici-

pal Utilities plan to move 

forward with planning for 

their next substation on 

the west side of town. The 

electric department also 

has plans to tie all the city’s 

substations together to be 

able to increase reliability.

“We’ll also have to 

navigate our wholesale 

electric costs going up,” 

Fiegenschuh said. “If we 

have to go out into the mar-

ket and buy power, we’re 

seeing pretty large price 

increases over where we 

were a couple years ago.”

The RITC project broke 

ground in November and 

will return intermodal 

services to the city and its 

local industries via city-

owned railroad. 

See CITY page 3

Insurance 

proposal 
approved

Local law enforcement reacts to SAFE-T Act ruling

‘We’re glad the Kankakee County judge ruled the way he did’

Ogle County State’s Attorney Mike Rock and Ogle County Sheriff Brian VanVickle announced in a press release 

Dec. 29 that Ogle County will not be subject to the SAFE-T Act no cash bail provisions as a result of a Kankakee 

County judge ruling Wednesday, Dec. 28.

(FILE PHOTO)

appeal to the case on an 

expedited but indefinite 

timeline. Illinois Attorney 

General Kwame Raoul said 

recently in a news release 

the state will appeal the 

decision directly to the state 

Supreme Court.

VanVickle and RPD 

Chief Eric Higby spoke 

with the Ogle County Life 

and Rochelle News-Leader 

about their reaction to the 

cash bail issue. VanVickle 

and Rock were involved 

with a lawsuit involving 61 

other counties that resulted 

in the Dec. 28 ruling. 

See SAFE-T page 3

WEDNESDAY

33 27
HIGH

KNOW IT TODAY

Edward Jones thanks localsThe Edward Jones office of 
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Page 2

WEATHER

LOW

• JANET E. (GRUTTER) WATERS• GARY ALLEN MANNING 
 
                         See page 4

OBITUARIES

NONE  

INSERTS

Local News.............2, 3, 5, 8
Obituaries............................4
Opinion................................6
Community.........................7

INSIDE

MIDWEEK EDITION |  WWW.ROCHELLENEWS-LEADER.COM

RTHS dance team qualifies for state meet                    SEE SPORTS

City of Rochelle seeking job fair employers                       PAGE 3

THURSDAY

30 19
HIGH LOW

FRIDAY

35 16
HIGH LOW

SATURDAY

26 18
HIGH LOW

Today’s RNL issuesponsored by Community Unity
member:

Vol. 103 • No. 78

1214 Currency Court815-561-4341

 LOCAL NEWS...  LOCAL VIEWS                           WEDNESDAY, JAN. 25, 2023                             $1.25

Today’s RNL issuesponsored by Community Unity
member:

233 Illinois Route 38815-562-3838

COME SEE YOUR FR  ENDS
Brent OhlingerCommunity PresidentNMLS#454385

David EckhardtVice President/Loan OfficerNMLS#454387

304 EAST HIGHWAY 38ROCHELLE firststatebank.biz l 815.562.2200 

BY JEFF HELFRICHMANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The 
City of Rochelle recently 
received notification that it 
received the Government 
Finance Officers Associa-tion Distinguished Budget 

Award for the third year 
in a row. 

The award was es-tablished in 1984 and 
“reflects a commitment 
to meeting the highest 
principles of governmental 
budgeting and compliance 
with nationally-recog-nized guidelines, including 

having a budget that serves 
effectively as a policy 
document, a financial plan, 
an operations guide and a 
communications device.” 
Out of 1,297 municipali-ties in the state, 87 (6.7) 

percent are recognized 
each year.“We were very proud of 

the team and the finance 
department and each de-partment that contributed 

to it,” Industrial Develop-ment Manager Peggy Fri-day said. “The document is 
a transparent idea of how 
taxpayer money is spent. I 
think it’s just a testimony 
to the council, the mayor, 
the city manager and the 
departments on how fis-cally responsible we really 

BY JEFF HELFRICHMANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — At 
its meeting Monday, the 
Rochelle City Council 
unanimously approved 
an ordinance to create an 
Illinois Finance Author-ity PACE area to allow 

for MightyVine to get 
financing for clean energy 
upgrades to its hydroponic 
greenhouse business.Through no cost to the 

city, the IFA PACE Program 
is available to any eligible 
commercial property that 
voluntarily requests the 
levy of a special assessment 
to secure the financing or 
refinancing of a qualified 
PACE Project. MightyVine 
CEO Sergio Gomez spoke 
during the meeting and 
thanked the city for its 
support since the business’s 
inception in 2016.

See CITY page 8

BY JEFF HELFRICHMANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — From 
the Heart will host its 15th 
annual gala and auction on 
Saturday, Feb. 4 at Flight 
Deck Bar & Grill starting 
at 6 p.m.

Proceeds raised at the 
event will equally benefit 
the eight area nonprofits 
that From the Heart works 
with: the Rochelle Area 
Community Foundation, 
HOPE of Ogle County, 
Rochelle Christian Food 
Pantry, Pegasus Special 
Riders, Hub City Senior 
Center, Shining Star Chil-dren’s Advocacy Center, 

CASA and FOCUS House. The event will include 
dinner, games, prizes and 
silent and live auction 
items. Last year, the event 
raised just over $68,000 
and $8,500 was donated 
to each nonprofit. Over 
the life of the gala, over 
$630,000 total has been 
raised. From the Heart 
President and Founder 
Dave Eckhardt said he 
hopes to raise $80,000 
this year.

“Back when we start-ed, it only benefited two 
groups along with Rotary,” 

City wins distinguished budget award

Fiegenschuh: ‘It feels good to be able to go above and beyond’

The City of Rochelle recently received notification that it received the 

Government Finance Officers Association Distinguished Budget Award for the 

third year in a row.  (PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
are and all of the things 
that we do in the course 
of the year.”Three years ago, the 

city received the award for 
the first time against long 
odds in its first attempt at 
it. The application required 
a year and a half of work 
gathering information and 
organization by Friday, 
Finance Director Chris 
Cardott and department 
heads.

Friday called the chanc-

es of receiving the award 
in a first attempt “nearly 
impossible” and said 1-5 
percent of municipalities 
have done it. “I looked at all of the 

other hundreds of winners 
and the best parts of each of 
them,” Friday said. “Chris 
goes through and makes 
sure all of the budgetary 
stuff is there. The first year 
was always the hardest. 
And then each year we add 
to it. The reviewers also 

send a list of comments. 
Things they think may be 
missing or things that we 
could maybe improve on. 
We take that as the template 
for the next year. There’s 
four categories and we’ve 
been proficient and high in 
probably 90 percent of the 
categories. It’s a testimony 
to our finance department, 
transparency and every-body that contributes.”
See AWARD page 2

Council approves ordinance

From the Heart gala scheduled Feb. 4

Founder Eckhardt: ‘It’s all been because of the community’

From the Heart will host its 15th annual gala and auction on Saturday, Feb. 4 at Flight Deck Bar & Grill starting 

at 6 p.m.

(NEWS-LEADER FILE PHOTO)

Eckhardt said. “Now we’re 
up to eight and that doesn’t 
include Rotary. When we 
started our goal was to raise 
$10,000 for each group. 
That’s why our goal is 
$80,000 this year, to give 
each group $10,000 once 

again.”
Eckhardt said 100 per-cent of proceeds benefit 

the nonprofits. He called 
it “amazing” to watch the 
event grow over 15 years.“Other events around us 

haven’t been able to sustain 

it like they used to, and 
that has worried us,” Eck-hardt said.” We’re a 501c3 

nonprofit now and weren’t 
when we started. We’ve 
grown and have been able 
to do that. It’s been nothing 
short of miraculous. And 

it’s all been because of the 
community. The best part 
is presenting those checks 
and helping our nonprofit 
groups. That’s my favorite 
part.”

See GALA page 3
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