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The 2023 From the Heart 
Gala was recently held at 
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MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — At 
Monday’s meeting of the 
Rochelle City Council, 
Mayor John Bearrows 
and Rochelle Fire Chief 
Dave Sawlsville presented 
a Good News award to 
RFD Lt. Jeremy Good for 
his actions on an EMS call 
that helped to save the life 
of an infant.

On Jan. 27, RFD and the 
Ogle-Lee Fire Protection 
District were dispatched 
to a report of an infant not 
breathing and turning blue 
at a rural Rochelle address. 
Sawlsville said Ogle Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office Deputy 
Kyle White was in the area 
patrolling and he heard the 
call and was the first to 
respond. Upon his arrival, 
he found that the cause of 
the infant’s problem was an 
obstructed airway. White 
started working to clear the 
airway of the child. 

Sawlsville said within 
2-3 minutes, RFD and 
OLFPD arrived on scene 
with paramedics led by 
Good. 

“First responders ar-
rived on scene and as-
sumed care of the infant,” 
Sawlsville said. “Working 
as a team within minutes, 
they were able to secure an 
airway, restore the infant’s 

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

DIXON — Maxwell 
DeForest wanted a trum-
pet for his seventh birth-
day.

Eleven years later, the 
Dixon teen is now apply-
ing to prestigious music 
schools including the 
likes of The Juilliard 
School in New York and 
The Curtis Institute of 
Music in Philadelphia. 
He joined the Rockford 
Youth Symphony Orches-
tra at age nine and the 
Chicago Youth Symphony 
Orchestra when he was a 
freshman in high school. 

“Starting to play trum-
pet at seven is a lot younger 
than most,” DeForest said. 
“I was told, ‘Ah, he’ll try to 
play it for maybe a month 
or two and he’ll quit.’ I was 
young at the time when I 
auditioned for CYSO and 
many in it were juniors 
and seniors. Some were 
sophomores and there’s 
a few freshmen in it now. 
But it’s weird looking 
back now that I was once 
them. They’re very little. I 
toured with CYSO around 

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — On 
Feb. 7, Rochelle Com-
munity Hospital Chief 
Executive Officer Gregg 
Olson said that RCH has 
a desire to start offering 
behavioral/mental health 
services in the future due 
to a number of metrics 
showing the need locally. 

The result of a recent 
community health needs 
assessment study done 
by RCH showed that 
improving access to be-
havioral health services 
was among the top needs 
in the community. That 
came as no surprise to the 
hospital, Olson said, due to 
experiences and statistics 
over the past few years, 
including the COVID-19 
pandemic adding stress 
onto community members.

From May 1, 2022 to 
Jan. 21, 2023, RCH saw 
214 patients come through 
its emergency department 
with behavioral health-re-
lated listed as the chief 
complaint. 

See RCH page 8

City Council honors Lt. Good
Downtown property acquisition ordinance approved

At Monday’s meeting of the City Council, Mayor John Bearrows and Rochelle Fire 
Chief Dave Sawlsville presented a Good News award to RFD Lt. Jeremy Good for 
his actions on an EMS call that helped to save the life of an infant.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

breathing and heartbeat and 
place an IV for potential 
medications. Upon arrival 
to Rochelle Community 
Hospital, the infant was 
breathing on its own and 
had a strong pulse. Upon 
hearing he was in line for 
this award, Lt. Good want-
ed to emphasize that it was 
strong teamwork, drawing 
on solid relationships from 
all three departments that 
brought about such a pos-
itive result.” 

Bearrows said the com-
munity can feel blessed to 
have its first responders. 

“They do a fantastic job 
for this community and a 
lot of times you don’t ever 
really think about it until 
you’re the one on the oth-
er end of the phone that’s 
calling for help,” Bearrows 
said. “And then you realize 
real quickly how blessed 
we are to have them.”

Properties
The council unanimous-

ly approved an ordinance 
authorizing the acquisition 
of properties located at 509 
and 509.5 Lincoln Ave. 
through a good faith offer 

to the owners of record, 
condemnation or other 
means.

City Attorney Dominick 
Lanzito said the move was 
a follow up on conversa-
tions held by the council 
in executive session on 
the topic. At a meeting on 
Sept. 26, 2022, the council 
previously approved an 
ordinance authorizing the 
acquisition of the proper-
ties for $170,000 for the 
purposes of improving and 
fostering development. 

See CITY page 5

RCH hoping to 
offer behavioral 
health services

DeForest looking for his next stage
‘Hearing the crowd react, stand and clap is just the best’

Dixon teen Maxwell DeForest has played trumpet since the age of seven. Now 18, he’s currently applying to 
several prestigious music schools and is involved with four orchestras in the region, including the Chicago 
Youth Symphony Orchestra.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Europe to Leipzig, Berlin, 
Prague and Vienna. I had 
a blast doing that.”

DeForest has been a 

finalist each year at the 
National Trumpet Com-
petition. He’s also a part 
of community orchestras 

at Northern Illinois Uni-
versity, where he’s taken 
trumpet lessons since he 
was eight, along with the 

Kishwaukee Symphony 
Orchestra in DeKalb. 

See DEFOREST pg 5
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MAKE US YOUR

First Choice
for MRI

Experience the difference
with our upgraded MRI.  

Call 815-562-2181 ext. 1350 
to schedule an MRI or visit 
rochellehospital.com/mri  
for more information.     

At Rochelle Community Hospital, we’re investing in 
the newest technology to provide you with the most 
comfortable – and convenient – experience. We offer  
the latest in digital MRI capabilities, including:

Greater patient comfort & access 

• Our wider bore provides the largest patient  
aperture in the industry  

Increased acceleration  

• Exam time reduced by up to 60% 
• Up to 99% noise reduction 

Quicker scheduling at our community hospital 
• Get an appointment sooner at RCH, versus 3-4  

weeks at a larger healthcare system 

Enhanced breast imaging capabilities

February 14th & 21st @ 8:30am
Preschool 3 & 4 information and forms are online at  

www.stpaulrochelleil.org
Or call 815-562-6323

Kindergarten Open House February 27th at 5p.m.

K-8 Registration Begins in March

Please email shall@stpaulrochelleil.org to schedule a visit

St. Paul Lutheran School
1415 10th Ave., Rochelle, IL.

02082023

St. Paul Lutheran SchoolSt. Paul Lutheran School
2023-24 Preschool 2023-24 Preschool 

RegistrationRegistration

BY VICKI SNYDER-CHURA
SPECIAL TO THE NEWS-LEADER

ROCHELLE — Ro-
chelle Township High 
School junior Megan 
Seebach has earned the 
recommendation that the 
Illinois FFA Degree be 
bestowed upon her at the 
upcoming state conven-
tion.

Megan’s supervised 
agricultural experience 
(SAE) has three compo-
nents: Equine entrepre-
neurship, ag processing 

related to her work at the 
Maplehurst Farms scale 
house during harvest sea-
son, and finally, she keeps 
track of her work in the 
Ag classroom assisting 
Mrs. Page.

Through SAEs, FFA 
members grades 7-12 are 
challenged to develop 
critical thinking and ef-
fective decision-making 
skills, foster teamwork 
and promote communi-
cation while recognizing 
the value of ethical com-
petition and individual 

Seebach to receive Illinois FFA 
Degree at state convention

achievement. CDE and 
LDE events occur at the 
local, state and national 
levels.

Megan Seebach

BY VICKI SNYDER-CHURA
SPECIAL TO THE NEWS-LEADER

ROCHELLE — This 
past Saturday, the Ro-
chelle Township High 
School speech team com-
peted in the IHSA Sec-
tional held at DeKalb 
High School. The team 
earned sixth place out of 
the 30 teams competing. 
Rochelle had five events 
that will be continuing on 

to the state competition 
next weekend.

Individuals moving 
on include: Paul Swartz 
and Mikayla Preston 
(sectional champions, 
dramatic duet acting), 
Mikayla Preston  
(sectional champion, dra-
matic interpretation) Kar-
ma Lidren second place, 
humorous interpretation), 
Olive Nauman (second 
place, oratorical decla-

mation) and Paul Swartz 
(third place, informative 
speaking).

Individuals who were 
sectional finalists but 
aren’t moving on in-
clude: Olive Nauman 
(fifth place, oratory) and 
Aiden Ramsey (sixth 
place, radio speaking).

The state competition 
will be held at the Peoria 
Civic Center on Feb. 
17-18.

RTHS speech team sending 
four speakers to state meet

RTHS individuals moving on to the state speech meet include Paul Swartz, 
Mikayla Preston, Olive Nauman and Karma Lidren.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

DIXON — The Lee 
County Industrial Devel-
opment Association (LCI-
DA) recently announced 
the hiring of Tom Dem-

LCIDA names Demmer 
as executive director

mer as the organization’s 
new executive director. 
Demmer replaces Kevin 
Marx, who is retiring after 
leading the organization 
since 2018.

Demmer comes to LCI-
DA after having served 
for the past 10 years as 
State Representative for 
the 90th district, which 
includes parts of Lee, 
Ogle, DeKalb and LaSalle 
Counties. Demmer was 
deputy minority leader 
in the House of Repre-
sentatives, and was chief 
budget negotiator for the 
House Republican caucus. 
Demmer was the Repub-
lican nominee for Illinois 
State Treasurer in the 2022 
election. 

Demmer also previ-
ously worked at KSB 
Hospital, most recently as 
director of innovation & 
strategy, and contributed 
to the organization’s stra-
tegic planning, marketing, 
and communications.

“As an organization we 
are thrilled to have some-
one of Tom’s caliber and 
credibility on our team and 
in this role. We have been 

active and progressive as 
an organization advancing 
the economic climate in 
Lee County and we feel 
Tom will be able to build 
off that,” Chad Weigle, 
co-chairman of the LCI-
DA board of directors said.

“I’m excited to work 
with county and city 
officials to support our 
local economy. We have 
a number of positive de-
velopments and projects 
already underway, and I 
look forward to joining 
the team of local leaders 
to keep that momentum 
going,” Demmer said. 
“I’ve been blessed to call 
Lee County home my 
whole life and to serve 
the community in different 
ways. This opportunity is 
an exciting new chapter.”

The Lee County In-
dustrial Development 
Association is a not-for-
profit organization whose 
mission is to promote, 
develop, and facilitate 
industrial, commercial 
and business enterprises 
in Lee County. LCIDA can 
be found online at www.
lcida.us 
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NORTHERN ILLINOIS CARRY
CERTIFIED PROFESSIONAL TRAINING

CALL TO REGISTER & FOR COURSE INFORMATION
(815) 501-9421 | NORTHERNILLINOISCARRY.COM

NORTHERNILLINOISCARRY@GMAIL.COM

Feb 18 & 19 .......... IL Concealed Carry/Home Defense Class, 8am-4pm both days
March 4 .......................... Il Concealed Carry Permit Renewal, 9am-12pm (3 hours)
March 25 & 26 ...... IL Concealed Carry/Home Defense Class, 8am-4pm both days

Private Concealed Carry/Home Defense classes can be arranged  
but a minimum of 5 students is required.

We are offering “Countering The Mass Shooter Threat” classes which are designed for every 
House of Worship, School, Business and Family. Please contact us for futher information and/

or scheduling dates. These classes can be taught at any location.
Please call or email for further information. 

See website for detailed description of all classes

02
15

20
23

“Improving Your Family’s Health
& Wellness With Chiropratic Care”

Dr. Chad Piller
ROCHELLE CHIROPRACTIC CLINIC

Your Spine...
The Backbone of

Good Health

227 East Rte. 38, Rochelle • 815-562-8706
www.rochellechiropractic.com

• Neck, Shoulder & Arm Pain • Joint Pain
• Lower Back, Hip & Leg Pain • Headaches
• Tingling or Numbness • Dizziness

Most
Insurances
Accepted

07
18

20
17

The 2023 From the Heart Gala was held Saturday, Feb. 4 at Flight Deck Bar & Grill and raised $80,000 for eight area nonprofits. The event included representatives from 
each area nonprofit sharing information about their cause, a live auction led by Mayor John Bearrows and a record number of attendees and tables sold. Bearrows 

presented a key to the city to From the Heart President and Founder Dave Eckhardt on the night of the event’s 15th anniversary. 

A look at the 2023 From the Heart Gala (PHOTOS BY LIFEWORKS PHOTOGRAPHY)

MALTA — For the first 
time in more than a decade, 
Kishwaukee College saw 
an enrollment increase 
during the 2022-23 school 
year.

This spring, college 
enrollment is 12.4 percent 
higher than last spring. For 
the current year, college 
enrollment is 5.3 percent 
higher than the previous 
year.

“With all of the unprece-
dented circumstances over 
the last decade, including a 
budget impasse and a global 
pandemic, Kishwaukee 
College has worked in-
credibly hard to adjust to 
the challenges, providing 
students with an education 
that fit their needs, as well 
as the needs of the commu-
nity,” Dr. Laurie Borowicz, 
president of Kishwaukee 
College said. “The increase 
in enrollment is a positive 
trend for the college and 
the communities we serve.”

Following a national 
trend, Kish last saw an 
enrollment increase in 
2012. Statewide, the en-
tire Illinois Community 
College System has seen 
lower enrollment numbers 
every year since 2010, ac-
cording to data from the Il-
linois Community College 
Board. During this time, the 
college has evolved as the 
higher education landscape 

changed. The focus during 
this time has been on en-
hanced support services 
and changing program and 
course offerings to meet 
the needs of students and 
the local workforce while 
at the same time adjusting 
to the enrollment declines.

“Resilient planning has 
allowed college leadership 
to continue its focus on 
providing equitable, stu-
dent-centered education,” 
Bob Johnson, chair of the 
board of trustees, said. 
“The enrollment increases 
we have seen this year are 
a positive step forward, 
and we will continue to 
adapt and innovate to our 
students’ needs.”

Kishwaukee College 
serves approximately 4,000 
students each year, of-
fering transfer programs, 
career-ready degrees and 
certificates, short-term 
training and more. For more 
information on Kishwau-
kee College, visit kish.edu. 

SBO classes
Kishwaukee College 

will offer five classes for 
entrepreneurs and small 
business owners in Feb-
ruary and March. Courses 
are designed to provide 
practical solutions that can 
be immediately implement-
ed while networking with 
industry experts and other 

like-minded entrepreneurs. 
During the program, a 
financial advisor will help 
students build a strategic 
growth plan for their com-
pany.

Classes are free and will 
be delivered in a hybrid 
format, with some in-per-
son sessions at the DeKalb 
Public Library and some 
virtual via Zoom.

Sizing Up Your Compa-
ny is 6-8 p.m. Wednesday, 
Feb. 22 in person at DeKalb 
Public Library. Where 
are you today? Focus on 
clarifying your mission, 
establishing goals and iden-
tifying core competencies.

Developing a Strategy 
for Growth is 6-8 p.m. 
Wednesday, March 1 via 
Zoom. Assess your read-
iness for growth, identi-
fy growth opportunities, 
analyze your market and 
competitive positioning 
and evaluate exit strategies.

Financial Tools & 
Performance is 6-8 p.m. 
Wednesday, March 8 via 
Zoom. How do we afford 
growth? Explore tools and 
techniques for forecasting 
and financial analysis. 
Understand financial ratios 
and how to manage the 
business from a financial 
perspective.

Seizing the Market is 6-8 
p.m. Wednesday, March 
15 via Zoom. How do we 

Kishwaukee College shows enrollment increase for first time in over a decade
grow our customer base? 
Learn strategies and tactics 
to build a strong brand, 
analyze your market and 
reach target markets.

Strengthening the Prod-
uct/Service & Next Steps 
for Success is 6-8 p.m. 
Wednesday, March 22 in 
person at DeKalb Public Li-
brary. How do we improve? 
Define features, benefits, 

competitive advantages, 
the product/service life 
cycle, intellectual proper-
ty and pricing strategies. 
What’s next? Define the 
next steps as you move 
forward with your growth 
strategy.

Dr. Jock Sommese, 
from the Small Business 
Development Center at 
Waubonsee Community 

College in partnership with 
Kishwaukee College, will 
guide the business devel-
opment series.

For more information 
about the classes or to 
register, visit kish.edu/
sbdc or contact LaCretia 
Konan, dean of workforce 
and community education, 
at lkonan1@kish.edu or 
815-825-9791. 
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ANDERSON
Plumbing & Heating, Inc.

Like on on Facebook
Lic# 055-013999

621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784

Plumbing, Heating, Air 
Conditioning, Drinking water 

systems, Water Heaters, 
Softeners, Iron Filters & More.

One Less Thing To Worry About
Since 1976

@unityhospice

CALL UNITY:
(815) 561-8866

915 N. Caron Rd.
Rochelle, IL

• Care provided by the entire hospice 
team: physician, nurse, social worker, 
certified nursing assistant, chaplain, 
dietitian, pharmacist, and volunteers.

• Care is individualized and based on 
the patient’s and family’s goals of 
comfort and quality of life.

• Supplies, equipment and medications.
• Service where the patient resides.
• Specialize in pain & symptom 

management.
• Spiritual enrichment and bereavement 

counseling.
• Ancillary Therapies: Music, Physical/

Occupational, Speech, Massage, Pet, 
etc.

• Ability to provide education to 
caregivers and family members.

• On-call nurse available 24/7.
• Volunteers providing special attention 

and stimulation.
• Assistance with advance directives 

and community support.
• Provide Education to those we  

care for

WHO IS  
UNITY HOSPICE?

07012020

Ogle County Sheriff’s Department

ROCHELLE — On 
Feb. 10 at 5:05 p.m. Jesse 
J. Mohica, 22, of Ro-
chelle was arrested on an 

OREGON — On Feb. 
10 at 5:48 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop at 
Center Road and Illinois 
Route 38. After an inves-
tigation, deputies arrested 
Marco Hernandez-Man-
dujano, 29, of Rochelle for 
no valid driver’s license. 
Hernandez-Mandujano 
was released on a signature 
I-Bond with a future court 
date. Hernandez-Man-
dujano was also issued 
citations for window tint 
and no front registration.

On Feb. 10 at approx-
imately 4 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop at 
the intersection of Jeffery 
Avenue and Erickson Road 
in Hillcrest after investi-
gating a driving complaint. 
The vehicle disobeyed 
audible sirens and emer-
gency lights and continued 
traveling before pulling in 
to an address on Jefferson 
Avenue. After an inves-
tigation, deputies placed 
Dominic G. Larson, 27, 
of Franklin Grove, under 
arrest for driving under the 
influence and possession 
of a controlled substance. 
Larson was additionally 
cited for fleeing to elude 
and speeding. Larson was 
transported to the Ogle 
County Jail, where he was 
held pending an appear-
ance before a judge. 

On Feb. 11 at 12:03 
a.m. deputies conducted 
a traffic stop on Illinois 
Route 251 at  Illinois Route 
64. After an investigation, 
Byadunia Malembe, 24, 
of Houston, Texas was 
arrested for no valid driv-
er’s license. Malembe was 
released on a signature 
I-Bond with a future court 
date. Malembe was also 
issued a citation for an in-
operable registration light.

On Feb. 11 at approxi-
mately 6:33 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop 
near the intersection of 

Illinois Route 64 and Hitt 
Street in Mt. Morris. After 
an investigation, Quinten 
J. Hayes, 23, of Mt. Morris, 
was arrested for no valid 
driver’s license. Hayes was 
also cited for operating a 
vehicle with a suspended 
registration. Hayes was 
released from the stop on 
an individual bond and 
given a future court date.

On Feb. 11 at approxi-
mately 7:51 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop 
in the 500 block of East 
Brayton Street in Mt. Mor-
ris. After an investigation, 
Michael D. Griffiths, 42, 
of Moline, was placed 
under arrest for driving 
while license suspended. 
Griffiths was also cited 
for operating an unin-
sured motor vehicle and 
operating a vehicle with 
a suspended registration. 
Griffiths was released from 
the scene on an individual 
bond and provided a future 
court date. 

On Feb. 11 at 10:52 
p.m. deputies conducted 
a traffic stop on North 
Illinois Route 251 and 
East Lindenwood Road. 
As a result, Tyler J. Bork, 
28, of Sycamore was ar-
rested for driving under 
the influence of alcohol. 
Bork was additionally is-
sued citations for muffler 
violation, improper lane 
usage, and operating an 
uninsured motor vehicle. 
Bork was transported to 
the Ogle County Jail and 
held in lieu of bond.

On Feb. 11 at 8:28 p.m. 
deputies conducted a traf-
fic stop at Rolling Mead-
ows Road and Jasmine 
Lane, Davis Junction. 
After a brief investigation, 
deputies arrested Jenni-
fer Vonch, 42, of Davis 
Junction, for aggravated 
driving under the influence 
of alcohol, driving under 
the influence of alcohol 

and driving while license 
revoked. Vonch was ad-
ditionally issued citations 
for operating an uninsured 
motor vehicle, suspended 
registration and illegal 
transportation of alcohol. 
Vonch was transported 
to the Ogle County Jail, 
where she was held pend-
ing court appearance in 
front of a judge.

On Feb. 12 at 9:44 p.m. 
deputies conducted a traf-
fic stop in the 1,000 block 
of South Illinois Route 
2. As a result, Robin A. 
Otten, 63, of Peoria was 
arrested for driving on a 
suspended license. Otten 
was additionally charged 
with possession of a con-
trolled substance (crack 
cocaine), possession of 
drug paraphernalia and a 
Bureau County warrant. 
Otten was additionally 
issued citations for sus-
pended registration and 
operating an uninsured 
motor vehicle. Otten was 
transported to the Ogle 
County Jail pending an 
appearance before a judge. 

On Feb. 12 at 7:31 
p.m. deputies conducted a 
motorist assist on Illinois 
Route 38 near the inter-
section with Center Road. 
After a brief investigation, 
deputies arrested Frederick 
Reisinger, 81, of Rochelle, 
for driving while license 
suspended. Reisinger was 
released on a $2,500 indi-
vidual bond with a future 
court date. Reisinger was 
also issued a citation for 
operating an uninsured 
motor vehicle.

On Feb. 14 at approxi-
mately 12:49 a.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop 
on Interstate 39 near mile 
marker 111. After brief 
investigation, deputies 
arrested Juan L. Lopez, 21, 
of Rockford, for driving 
while license suspend-
ed. Lopez was issued an 
additional citation for an 
equipment violation. Lo-
pez was given an I-Bond 
with a return court date 
later next month and re-
leased on scene.

All individuals are con-
sidered innocent until 
proven guilty.

Deputies conduct traffic stops

Rochelle Police Department

Officers make several arrests
outstanding Lee County 
warrant. He paid $100 and 
was released with a March 
9 Lee County court date.

On Feb. 10 at 5:05 p.m. 
Jacob T. Myers, 29, of 
Rochelle was arrested for 
battery. He was released 
on an I-Bond with a March 
10 Ogle County court date.

On Feb. 11 at 1:38 
a.m. Alberto Milan, 30, 
of Rochelle was arrested 
for driving under the influ-
ence, driving while license 
revoked and obstructing 
and cited for disobeying 
a traffic control device, 
speeding, improper lane 
usage, disobeying a stop 
sign, failure to signal and 
no insurance. He was re-
leased on an I-Bond with 
a March 10 Ogle County 
court date.

On Feb. 11 at 12:04 
a.m. Anna B. Erickson, 22, 
of Rochelle was cited for 
no insurance. She signed 
a promise to comply and 
was given a March 17 
Rochelle court date.

On Feb. 11 at 12:55 
p.m. Elizabeth Costa, 53, 
of Rochelle was cited for 
speeding 73 miles per hour 
in a 45-miles per hour 
zone. She was released on 
an I-Bond with a March 17 
Rochelle court date.

On Feb. 11 at 9:32 
p.m. Cailyn R. Metzger, 

18, of Chana was cited 
for disobeying a traffic 
control device. She signed 
a promise to comply and 
was given a March 17 
Rochelle court date.

On Feb. 11 at 9:54 p.m. 
April R. Walker, 45, of 
DeKalb was arrested for 
possession of a stolen mo-
tor vehicle and transferred.

On Feb. 10 at 10:29 
a.m. Rogelio Salas-Reyes, 
39, of Montgomery was 
cited for improper lane us-
age. He signed a promise 
to comply and was given 
a March 17 Rochelle court 
date.

On Feb. 12 at 5:27 p.m. 
Charlea L. Farthing, 33, of 
DeKalb was arrested on 
outstanding warrants in 
Ogle County and DeKalb 
County and transferred. 

On Feb. 13 at 11:57 a.m. 
Demetris L. Wallace, 45, 
of Rochelle was arrested 
on an outstanding Ogle 
County warrant. He paid 
$401 and was released 
with no court date.

On Feb. 13 at 7:29 
p.m. Ray E. Allen, 57, of 
Rochelle was arrested for 
criminal trespass to prop-
erty. He was released on 
an I-Bond with a March 
17 Rochelle court date.

All individuals are 
considered innocent until 
proven guilty.

Rochelle District 231 recently named fifth graders that earned Student of the 
Month honors for their outstanding character. They include: Gisselle Hernandez, 

Jaden Gayton Montano, Reed Dougherty, Guilliana Holst, Ava Helser, Vaughn 
Manning, Hayley Arellano, Gunner Thuestad, Daniel Garcia, Berkely Thompson, 

Aubrey Luna, Isabella Nunez, JoVann Vasquez and Roberto Bugarin.

Rochelle School District 231 names 
fifth-grade students of the month

OREGON — Founded 
in 1961, Hack’s Auction 
& Realty Services, Inc. 
is a third generation fam-
ily-owned-and-operated 
business in Pecatonica. A 
full-service, full-time, 
fully-insured company 
licensed in Illinois and 
Wisconsin, Hack’s started 
more than 50 years ago 
when Henry and Nancy 
Hackmeister conducted 
their first auction. Hack’s 
has evolved into a premier 
auction company in north-
ern Illinois. Greg and Swan, 
sons of Henry and Nancy, 
are leading Hack’s Auction 
into the future.

The Hackmeisters are 

no strangers to the Oregon 
area. The Oregon Women’s 
Club invites you to join 
Hack’s Auction staff as they 
provide their appraisal ser-
vices on Sunday, March 26 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  A $5 
fee per item will be charged 
as a donation to the Oregon 
Women’s Club. Bring in a 
family heirloom or antique 
that you are curious to iden-
tify or to find out what it is 
worth and Hack’s Auction 
staff will provide you with 
an appraisal. Photographs 
of large items may also 
be appraised. A written 
appraisal can be discussed 
with the Hack’s agents.

Allow plenty of time to 

also enjoy over 40 antique 
dealers exhibiting their 
items for sale. Don’t forget 
to enjoy a lunch from the 
Ladies of Chana United 
Methodist Church.

The Oregon Woman’s 
Club Antique Show and 
Vintage Market will be 
held on Saturday, March 25 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 
Sunday, March 26 from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Located at the 
Blackhawk Center, 1101 W. 
Jefferson St., Oregon, IL 
61061, with plenty of free 
parking and handicapped 
access. 

For additional informa-
tion email kathew1968@
yahoo.com.

Antique appraisals offered at 
Oregon antique show March 26

ROCHELLE – City 
Hall and the Rochelle Mu-
nicipal Utilities Custom-
er Service Office will be 
undergoing an internet 
upgrade on Friday, Feb. 17 
beginning at 10 a.m. 

Both facilities will be 
unable to process credit card 
payments during this period, 

but will process check, cash 
or money orders for utility 
payments, birth/death certif-
icates and building permits.  

Customers will con-
tinue to be able to make 
payments via their online 
account. Customers who 
utilize Rochelle.net e-mail 
address will also be unable 

to access those accounts 
during this period. The 
outage is expected to last 
through the day.  

“We apologize for any 
inconvenience and appre-
ciate your patience while 
we complete this import-
ant upgrade,” a city press 
release said.

City Hall/RMU Customer Service interruption Feb. 17
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1751 Melugins Grove Rd Steward, IL 60553

dachsies to 
Boarding And Grooming

Trust with a Groomer is 
important - our Groomer has 
over 10 years experience & 

expertise.

PP

ROCHELLE
VETERINARY HOSPITAL

A Full-Service Clinic

www.rochellevet.com
Lobby Hours:
Mon-Fri 8-5
Sat 8-noon

(815) 562-5207
1381 N. 7th St., Rochelle

• Experienced Groomer
• Boarding and Daycare
• Surgical Laser
• X-ray

• Gas Anesthetic
• On-site Laboratory
• Geriatric Care
• Dentistry

Compassionate, quality care  
for your companion.
Dr. Nicole Marquardt  
Dr. Lynn Deets

Space Available
Advertise With Us

 Call Andrew
815-561-2123

Markus ___
Hey, hi, hello!!! I’m Markus and 
I’m looking for a family to play with! I’m an active 
little guy ready for action. I am housetrained and good with kids. I 
haven’t lived with other pets before. Guess what else? I have been 
to obedience class and already know several commands! What are 
you waiting for? Come adopt me today!
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PET OF 
THE WEEK

Did you Know?
Dogs curl up in a ball for protection. 

You’ve probably noticed that your furry 
companion loves to curl up into a ball 

before going to sleep. This motion creates 
warmth and allows dogs to conserve 

their body heat. Doing so also protects 
their most vulnerable organs from 

predator attacks. This tactic was passed 
down from their ancestors.

(from www.evolvepetfood.com)

815.758.2457
www.tailshumanesociety.orgwww.tailshumanesociety.org

Call:
Andrew Heiserman 815-561-2123

Christel Ackland 815-561-2153
or

Chris Grimm 815-561-2125

to advertise on the Pet of 
the Week Page!

Country Meadows
APARTMENTS

466 Western Ave.
Ashton, Illinois

Housing complex for persons with very 
low to moderate income who are 62 

years of age or older; disabled regardless 
of age is accepting applications for one 

bedroom apartments. Rent may be based 
on income. Income limits apply. Onsite 

laundry, community room, off-street 
parking, spacious rooms. Appliances, 
water, sewer, garbage, heat furnished.

PLEASE CALL (815) 339-2140
For an application or information.

This institution is an equal opportunity
provider

815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct. 

Rochelle IL
We Accept Most 
Insurances and
Patients Without 

Insurance

Mon: 7:30 - 6pm, Wed: 7:30 - 6pm, Thurs: 8 - 1pm, Fri: 7:30 - 4pm
Some Saturday appointments available

11
04

20
20

We are now offering
LIPO MINO MIX injections

Introductory price $25 
Call for an Appointment! 
This lipotropic combination of B12 and 

methionine, an essential amino acid and 
other B vitamins can promote: 

Increase Fat metabolism 
Boost  Energy Level

Reduce appetite 

From page 1

“This is a formal action 
that’s required by statute 
for the council to make 
a formal offer and begin 
the condemnation/emi-
nent domain if we cannot 
come to terms with a good 
faith offer,” Lanzito said. 
“We think this puts us in 
the best position to ac-
quire the property quickly 
through eminent domain. 
This is part of the plan for 
the redevelopment of the 
downtown area as part of 
the downtown TIF.”

GREDCO
The council approved a 

two-year extension of an 
agreement with the Greater 
Rochelle Economic De-
velopment Corporation 
regarding rail revenue by 
a vote of 6-1 with Coun-
cilman Bil Hayes voting 
against it.

The city and GREDCO 
have been in partnership 
for over 35 years in the 
development of the City 
of Rochelle Railroad. In 
October 2019 the city and 
GREDCO entered into an 
agreement whereby the city 
agreed to pay GREDCO 
five percent of city railroad 
revenues. Last year’s total 
rail revenue from the city’s 
railroad was $1 million. 

Hayes questioned the 
city giving five percent of 
rail revenue to a nonprofit 
in GREDCO.

“It has always been five 
percent,” City Economic 

Development Director 
Jason Anderson said. “It’s 
the same contract, it’s just 
extending the current terms 
for two more years. The 
contract calls for GREDCO 
to receive that five percent 
in quarterly increments the 
following year. There’s no 
minimum or maximum 
for the amount. GREDCO 
has invested hundreds of 
thousands of dollars into 
the advancement of the 
City of Rochelle Railroad.”

Net metering
The council unanimous-

ly approved a resolution 
amending the Rochelle 
Municipal Utilities cus-
tomer self-generation net 
metering policy for RMU 
service customers that 
install solar panels of their 
own that result in power 
being put back onto the city 
grid resulting in a credit on 
their bills.

RMU Superintendent of 
Electric Operations Blake 
Toliver said the state’s 
recent energy act requires 
utilities like RMU to review 
their solar credits to cus-
tomers annually and IMUA 
and IMEA put together 
a list of fair credit values 
for each utility to use. The 
2023 credit will be set at 
$.0826 per kWh. The rate 
will no longer vary based 
on whether customers have 
battery backup for their 
solar power generation.

“When we did it last 
year, we did a rate based 
on whether the custom-

ers had batteries or not,” 
Toliver said. “We credited 
more for people that had 
battery storage to try to get 
more people to put that in. 
It became a hassle for the 
utility billing department 
to determine whether they 
did or didn’t have batteries. 
We’ll just have 8.26 cents 
across the board for anyone 
with solar. And we haven’t 
had a lot of battery instal-
lations anyways. It just 
makes it simpler.”

Truck
The council unanimous-

ly approved a lease agree-
ment with Enterprise Fleet 
Management for a 2023 
Ford F-450 for the electric 
department at a monthly 
rate of $1,361.64. The truck 
will be delivered mid 2023 
with a lease term of 60 

months. The lease agree-
ment includes bumper-
to-bumper maintenance 
coverage “significantly 
reducing” repair costs and 
down time. The truck will 
be leased through local 
dealership Prescott Broth-
ers Ford.

Park easement
The council unanimous-

ly approved ordinanc-
es and agreements for a 
city easement along the 
northwestern portion of 
Flagg-Rochelle Commu-
nity Park District property 
in the area of 7th Avenue 
and Kyte Creek.

The easement was re-
quired for plans for a 7th 
Avenue bridge replacement 
project for underground 
utility relocation and wid-
ening of the bridge struc-

ture for improved drainage 
and pedestrian crossings 
incorporated into the bridge 
design. The easement will 
be necessary to accommo-
date the regarding, shaping 
and erosion control stabi-
lization of the side slopes, 
banks and areas adjacent to 
and within the Kyte Creek 
floodway. The park district 
has already approved the 
easement.

City Engineer Sam Tes-
reau said he’s hopeful the 
bridge replacement will 
happen in 2023, depending 
on another easement the 
city needs.

Proclamation
Bearrows read a proc-

lamation during Monday’s  

City Council meeting offi-
cially making Feb. 18-25 
National FFA Week in Ro-
chelle. The proclamation 
was accepted by Donna 
Page, leader of the Rochelle 
Township High School 
FFA program and RTHS 
student and FFA member 
Megan Seebach.

“It’s amazing to see what 
these students do,” Page 
said. “They do everything 
from supervised agricul-
tural experience programs, 
which provide funding for 
them to attend colleges, as 
well as promote our local 
economy with the funds 
that they raise, and they 
compete in contests and 
attend leadership organi-
zation events.”

CITY: Feb. 18-25 proclaimed National FFA Week in Rochelle
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DeForest credits his 
trumpet trajectory to the 
support of his teachers, 
including his first, Jim 
Green, who was the only 
one that would take him 
on at the young age of 
seven. DeForest has also 
learned under NIU Pro-
fessor Dr. Mark Ponzo, 
RYSO Conductor Linc 
Smelser, RYSO Principal 
Mark Baldin and Dr. Karl 
Sievers, a retired Oklaho-
ma professor who teaches 
him remotely. 

DeForest’s parents, 
David and Carla, own 
DeForest Dental in Ore-
gon and spent time over 
the years driving him to 
lessons and performanc-
es in DeKalb, Rockford, 
Chicago and more. Carla 
put 398,000 miles on one 
of the family vehicles. 

“The most difficult part 
was that Maxwell spent 
an extensive amount of 

time in the car,” Carla 
said. “But he enjoyed 
playing. It was the car 
rides he didn’t like. He 
enjoys the music aspect 
of it, even though he 
might not want to get up 
for an early audition or 
recital. He comes home 
sometimes at 11 p.m. or 
midnight because the re-
hearsal in Chicago went 
to 10 p.m. This is why we 
do all of that, because he 
is auditioning at the best 
schools in the world and 
he’s got a chance.”

Maxwell’s college ap-
plication process started 
in July of last year with 
essays. He narrowed his 
desired music schools to 
a list of 12 or 13. Most 
of the schools request a 
professional recording for 
applications. He got a call 
back from each school he 
applied to and he’ll per-
form for those schools in 
person across the country 
in coming weeks. 

Carla called the rigor 
of the application process 
“unbelievable.” Maxwell 
called the music craft “one 
of the most competitive 
out there.” His trips will 
include San Francisco, 
Frost School of Music 
in Miami, Berklee Col-
lege of Music and New 
England Conservatory 
of Music in Boston, The 
Juilliard School in New 
York and Curtis Institute 
of Music in Philadelphia.

“Everyone at my high 
school is talking about 
their college plans and 
committing,” Maxwell 
said. “And I’m still au-
ditioning. I won’t know 
for another few months. 
It’s a lot right now and 
really busy. I’m doing 
auditions left and right. I 
like the teacher the most 
at Julliard. His name is 
Chris Martin and he’s the 
principal trumpet of the 
New York Philharmonic. 
He played the Lincoln 

solo in the movie Lincoln. 
That was really awesome 
and him being my favorite 
teacher makes Julliard 
my favorite school. I like 
the professor at Curtis 
Institute of Music as well. 
Curtis is more exclusive 
and Juilliard and will only 
take less than five students 
this year. They take 2.2 
percent of students each 
year.”

Maxwell’s career plans 
include securing a trumpet 
performance degree in 
school, sitting in a chair 
in a major orchestra and 
teaching at a major uni-
versity to young people 
like him. 

The chance to tour in 
Europe with the CYSO 
was Maxwell’s favorite 
opportunity that his trum-
pet talent has brought.

“It was so much fun,” 
Maxwell said. “It was 
such a busy schedule, 
but I really felt like a pro-
fessional musician and I 

really liked it. Sure, it was 
busy and tiring. But I think 
back and it was one of the 
greatest times ever.”

Maxwell attends high 
school at Newman Cen-
tral Catholic High School 
in Sterling. The school 
doesn’t have a band pro-
gram, so it allows him 
to practice trumpet three 
hours a day between class-
es as an elective. He’s also 
performed the national an-
them at Newman sporting 
events and plays the piano, 
another talent of his, at 
school masses. 

When he’s not playing 
music, Maxwell has spent 
time on Newman’s cross 
country team and enjoys 
playing video games on-
line with friends and being 
outdoors. 

Maxwell often strug-
gles with the question of 
why he chose the trumpet 
as his instrument. His best 
answer is that he enjoys 
making music and chal-

lenging himself. He be-
lieves he’s lucky because 
of the fact that he can play 
any style, such as jazz, 
classical or pop.

“I don’t want to be 
limited to a typical style,” 
Maxwell said. “I don’t 
want to be just a jazz 
player, classical player or 
pop player. I want to do 
everything. I don’t want to 
be limited in my abilities. 
I want to be able to please 
every audience. I think 
that’s my ultimate goal, 
just being able to share my 
music with everybody.”

Carla called Maxwell’s 
trumpet career “a family 
commitment.” She said 
the rest of the family 
rarely sees him on Sun-
days because he’s gone 
all day. She believes the 
opportunity to perform is 
what drives her son. 

“I love the audience,” 
Maxwell said. “Hearing 
the crowd react, stand and 
clap is just the best.”

DEFOREST: Dixon trumpeteer details future career plans
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Guest column

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages responsible letters to 
the editor on subjects of interest to our readers. Editing may be 
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas 
will not be altered. All letters must bear the handwritten signature 
of the writer and include address and phone number or e-mail 
address for verification purposes. Neither the street address nor 
phone number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly 

handwritten, and no anonymous letters will be published. Any 
letters from boards or organizations must include at least one 
name of an individual. Any criticism of public officials should 
be limited to issues related strictly to their position or actions 
made in office, as personal attacks will not be published. Letters 
involving private disputes between the writer and a business 
will not be published. Political endorsements will be published, 

however letters  rom candidates endorsing themselves will not be 
printed. Letters may be dropped at the News-Leader office (211 IL 
Route 38 East), mailed to the News-Leader (P.O. Box 46, Rochelle, 
IL 61068) or e-mailed (news@rochellenews-leader.com.) The 
News-Leader reserves the right to edit or reject any letter to the 
editor for any reason, and letters chosen for publication do not 
necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

IL Sen. Brian Stewart
M104A State House
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0180

U.S. Con. Adam 
Kinzinger
1218 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-3635

* Denotes Chairman/President

IL Rep. Tom Demmer
314 Capitol
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

Tom
McDermott

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes  bhayes@rochelleil.us
Rosaelia Arteaga  rarteaga@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                       dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
John Gruben  jgruben@rochelleil.us

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Dave Casey  dcillini94@gmail.com
Steve Builta  sbuilta@gmail.com
Ashley Jackson                      ajackson@d231.rochelle.net
Stephanie White                        swhite@d231.rochelle.net
Eric Van Hise  eric.vanhise@gmail.com
Trisha Vaughn                                      jrvtlv02@msn.com
Javier Zepeda  jzepeda@rthsd212.org

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Carol Hayenga  carol.hayenga@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas  bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Jacky Aguilera jacky.aguilera@rths212.org
Jeff Tilton  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Bobby Chadwick bobby.chadwick@rthsd212.org
Brian VanVickle                  brian.vanvickle@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board

Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodie Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Lloyd Droege  ldroege@oglecounty.org
Dan Miller  dmiller@oglecounty.org
Greg Sparrow  gsparrow@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Bruce McKinney bmckinney@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney  skenney@oglecounty.org
David Williams  dwilliams@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
Wayne Williams jwdw13@yahoo.com
Jennifer Payton  
*Tom Byro  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Steve Katzman  skatzman@essex1.com
Mike Kerns  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Mark Hibshman  
Curt Ward  caward92@comcast.net

Hillcrest Village Board
*Randy Salsbury  rsalsbury@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pittman  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Dan Potter dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Richard Rhoads  rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball  tball@hillcrestil.us
Renee Kerwin  rkerwin@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
*Bob Withrow  flaggtwp@rochelle.net
Joanna Patrick  flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
Susan Rothenberger assessor@rochelle.net
Scott Seebach  scottseebach@gmail.com
Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle  noggle62@gmail.com
Eric Gruben  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hagar  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
*Jaqueline Dickow dickow@comcast.net
Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net
Michael Scanlan scanlan@comcast.net
Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip          doobs12@comcast.net

MECHANICS 
have a say-
ing. “Pay me 

now or pay me later,” 
when it comes to follow-
ing — or not following — 
the maintenance manuals 
that come with our cars. 
We can save some money 
in the short run by ignoring 
that advice, but in the long 
run, we’ll pay more.

The UN’s Intergovern-
mental Panel on Climate 
Change, or IPCC, has 
produced something like 
a maintenance manual 
for the planet. Thousands 
of scientists from around 
the world contributed to its 
latest report, which came 
out last year. Their recom-
mendations, like those in 
auto maintenance manu-
als, are based on research, 
but critics question their 
methods and conclusions.

Climate scientists col-
lect information from the 
past and present and feed it 
into powerful computers. 
The result is a model, a 
picture of what can happen 

under different conditions. 
Scientists use models to 
make predictions about 
the climate, like auto 
makers do about cars, re-
garding what will happen 
if we fail to take care of 
the planet.

The IPCC’s most re-
cent report, which came 
out last year, laid out five 
possible futures, depend-
ing on how well we do 
at limiting the amount of 
carbon and methane in 
the atmosphere. They run 
from the unpleasant to the 
disastrous. The most like-
ly scenario lies between 
those two extremes.

Climate scientists tell 
us that, regardless of 
which of the possible 
futures we choose, we’ll 
have to adapt to changes 
in our weather. UCAR, 
a climate research part-
nership of colleges and 
universities, informs us 
that the current warming 
is “unprecedented in over 
2,000 years of records,” 
and that we’re already 

dealing with some of its 
effects. The IPCC reports 
that we’re not on track, at 
the present rate of prog-
ress, to limit warming to 
the least-bad of its five 
possible future outcomes. 
Each added level of warm-
ing will, it says, “increase 
the likelihood of severe 
and irreversible 
impacts.”

Some people 
are skeptical of 
these predictions. 
You’d think, when 
reading the opin-
ion pages of the 
Wall Street Jour-
nal, for example, 
that climate sci-
entists are divided as to 
whether or not we have 
much to worry about. 
Nothing could be farther 
from the truth.

Climate scientists are 
virtually unanimous in 
their agreement that the 
climate is warming faster 
than ever before in re-
corded history, and that 
human activity is the 

cause. Surveys of climate 
scientists have shown 
agreement levels between 
90 and 100 percent, with 
typical results in the upper 
90s. The four authors of 
“Consensus Revealed,” a 
book published by the In-
stitute of Physics, reported 
98.7 percent agreement in 

their survey, ris-
ing to 100 percent 
among scientists 
with the most ex-
pertise. 

Other critics 
question the ac-
curacy of climate 

models, which, af-
ter all, try to predict 
things that haven’t 

happened yet. Scientists 
partially overcome this 
problem by running their 
models from the present 
backwards to see how well 
they match. They then 
correct their equations as 
needed, so that they do in-
deed reflect what happens 
in reality.

A research team con-
tributed impressive addi-

tional evidence for the ac-
curacy of climate models 
in the Dec. 4, 2019 issue 
of Geophysical Research 
Letters. The team com-
pared predictions from 
as far back as the 1970s 
to what has happened 
since, and found that 14 
out of 17 of them came 
true, meaning that they 
were “statistically indis-
tinguishable from what 
actually occurred.”

The big question mark 
doesn’t reside in climate 
science’s models, but in-
stead in our response to its 
warnings and recommen-
dations. Two surveys by 
the Pew Research Center 
are revealing. A November 
2019 report disclosed that 
most Americans felt that 
the government wasn’t 
doing enough to protect 
the climate and the envi-
ronment. Nevertheless, a 
survey of voters during 
the 2022 election placed 
climate change far down 
the list of voter concerns. 
Only 38 percent said that 

it was “very important,” 
compared to 79 percent for 
the top issue, which was 
the economy. It’s tempting 
to disregard maintenance 
when there are so many 
other demands on our time 
and money. The car’s still 
running OK. Grass is still 
growing in our yards and 
the birds are singing. May-
be we should wait and see 
if something breaks, and 
then fix it if we have to.

“Don’t listen to those 
experts. They’ll tell you 
anything,” said a used car 
salesman to my dad many 
years ago.

“Pay me now or pay me 
later,” says the mechanic. 
The issue, whether it’s cars 
or climate, is pretty much 
the same. 

Lowell Harp is a retired 
school psychologist who 
served school districts in 
Ogle County. His column 
runs monthly in The Ogle 
County Life. For previous 
articles, you can follow 
him on Facebook at http://
fb.me/lowellharp.

“There is lots of dif-
ference between 
business  men. 

With some it is a mere 
matter of buying some-
thing and selling it for a 
profit. If you like what 
they have and have the 
price, well, if not, all they 
feel is the loss of the profit. 
Cold, harsh, unfriendly, 
hard. Not so the Ungers. 
These men are the typical, 
old-time merchants of ru-
ral America, with a trade 
built upon friendship and 
friendliness.” Thus spoke 
Reverend F. A. Campbell 
as he laid George W. Un-
ger to rest. How does a 
family business survive 
and thrive for over 160 
years? The answer is 
simple. It is the family. 

This story begins in 
1822. Peter Unger is born 
in the Bavarian wilder-
ness. As he grows Peter 
learns the trade of wood 
working. As was the norm 
in those days Peter lived 
at home, learning a trade 
from his father and help-

ing to support the family. 
Peter was an avid woods-
man and helped to feed 
the family through his 
skills as a hunter. Unfor-
tunately, the best hunting 
was on private land. Peter 
was caught poaching on 
the land of a wealthy 
Bavarian nobleman. Any 
crime committed by a 
commoner against a per-
son of noble standing was 
a grievous event and the 
punishments were severe. 
Peter had limited options, 
he fled Bavaria and made 
his way to Holland. After 
several months of work-
ing in Holland, Peter had 
enough money to buy a 
ticket to America. Land-
ing in New York, Peter 
quickly began his move to 
the west. Peter was living 
in Chicago and making his 
living as a woodworker. In 
1858, Peter and his wife 
Christine made the move 
to a little village named 
Lane in central Illinois. As 
you are aware, Lane was 
later renamed Rochelle. 

In 1861, Peter opened a 
store specializing in fur-
niture including coffins. 
Peter was joined in the 
family business by his 
son, George W. (Dutch) 
Unger in 1885. Dutch 
worked diligently at his 
trade but was probably 
as well known for his 
love of music. Dutch 
started Rochelle’s 
first brass band 
and then helped 
to form bands 
in Malta, Cres-
ton, Lindenwood 
and several other 
small communi-
ties. It was said 
that there was no 
talent show with-
out Dutch. Dutch 
took over the business 
upon the passing of his 
father. The business saw 
many changes under 
Dutch’s direction. Dutch 
suffered from poor health 
and turned the reins of 
the business over to his 
sons. In 1908, Charles 
and George W. Unger 

Jr. co-managed the busi-
ness. I can only find one 
reference to the second 
George W. Unger as Jr. 
but to save on confusion 
I will stay with the Jr. 
reference. In 1917, the 
Ungers purchased their 
first motorized hearse. 
Until that time the hears-
es were horse drawn. A 

surrey was also 
provided for the 
pall bearers. For 
a child’s funerals 
a different hearse 
was used which 
was painted a light 
grey. The brothers 

grew the business 
and became in-
volved in local 
politics. George 

W. Jr. served on the city 
council as commissioner 
of public safety. Charles 
Unger served two terms 
as mayor. 1936 saw a 
shift in the family busi-
ness. George took over 
the furniture side of the 
enterprise and Charles 
the funeral home. Charles 

married Franc Pickle in 
1915 and the couple raised 
two daughters, Margot 
and Elizabeth. It was in 
1937 that a new young 
mortician was hired to 
work at the funeral home. 
Fred F. Horner worked for 
Charles but something 
else caught his eye. Fred 
fell in love with Charles’ 
daughter and in 1938 
Fred and Elizbeth were 
married. The business 
continued into 1957 when 
Charles P. Unger passed. 
Fred F. Horner became 
the owner and he stayed 
true to the business model 
set forth in 1861. Fred 
and Elizabeth had three 
boys, Peter, Don and 
Fred. When Fred F. Un-
ger passed in 1968, the 
ownership of the funeral 
home passed to his son, 
Don. During the first 100 
years, the Unger Furniture 
and Undertaking business 
had moved through many 
locations, all in Rochelle. 
It was in 1935 that the 
business settled into its 

current location at 400 
N. 6th St. Originally the 
Elks Home, the building 
has seen many structural 
changes and improve-
ments. Don Horner kept 
a steady hand on the 
business and with his 
wife Adah raised three 
boys and one daughter, 
Chad, Dustin, Danah and 
Derek. It was 2014 when 
Chad and Derek took over 
the family business. As it 
enters year 162 managed 
by the same family, one 
must ask. 

How does a business 
thrive for this long? Let’s 
go back to the words of 
Reverend F. A. Camp-
bell in 1931, “There are 
hundreds of dollars on 
his books today, uncol-
lectable dollars that are 
there because these boys 
have acted as friends and 
brothers to the people of 
this community.”

Tom McDermott is a 
Flagg Township Museum 
historian and Rochelle 
city councilman.

Peter Unger and a 200-year path to today

What cars and planets have in common

Lowell
Harp

THE News-Leader would like to remind the 
public and our readers that responsible letters to 
the editor on subjects of interest to our readers 

are encouraged. Letters to the editor must abide by the 

guidelines that you will find at the bottom of this page. 
Those that want to make their voice heard can send their 

letters via email to news@rochellenews-leader.com, in the 
mail to PO Box 46, Rochelle, IL 61068 or drop them off at 

211 Illinois Route 38 East, Rochelle, IL 61068. Questions? 
Call 815-561-2151. 

Jeff Helfrich
Managing Editor

Submit a letter to the News-Leader
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COMMUNITY

Coffee Break

Jan. 20 - Sean Tracy, Byron, $25

Jan. 21 - Tracy Pointer, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 22 - Daniel W. Keller, Oregon, $50

Jan. 23 - Ryan E. Baylor, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 24 - Kathryn Tyner, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 25 - RACF, $25

Jan. 26 - Jacqueline Nass, Naperville, $25

Jan. 27 - Andrea Svela, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 28 - Anne Aubry, Whitefish Bay, WI, $25

Jan. 29 - From the Heart, $50

Jan. 30 - Alexander Herrera, Dixon, $25

Jan. 31 - Rochelle Chamber, $25

Feb. 1 - Deanna Hill, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 2 - From the Heart, $25

Feb. 3 - HOPE of Ogle County, $25

Feb. 4 - Melanie Bonilla, Rochelle, $250

Feb. 5 - Jesse Johnson, Cambridge, WI, $50

Feb. 6 - Adlai Schaefer, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 7 - Marie McNames, Byron, $25

Feb. 8 - Holly Kubale, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 9 - Jessica Johnson, Edgerton, $25

Feb. 10 - Joanne Storey, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 11 - Jessica Rogers, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 12 - Sandra Cummings, Rockford, $50

Feb. 13 - Rochelle Chamber, $25

Feb. 14 - Kaya Fulgencio, Rochelle, $250

Feb. 15 - Nathaniel W. Brass, Rochelle, $25

Call 815-561-2151 to submit names for birthdays and anniversaries

Birthdays & Anniversaries

Feb. 16
Larry Baker

 
Feb. 18

Sam & Jessica 
South (anniversary)

Swen Norris
 

Feb. 20
Christian Losoya

 
Feb. 21

Kris Oleson
Anna Sexton

 

Feb. 22
Jessica South
Lucy Hazlip

 
Feb. 26

Natalie Powell
 

Feb. 27
Beth Bolhous

Feb. 28
Lucas Donoho

BY VICKI SNYDER-CHURA
SPECIAL TO THE NEWS-LEADER

ROCHELLE — The 
Ballet Folklorico organi-
zation at Rochelle Town-
ship High School is being 
reintroduced as Ballet 
Nueva Generación de 
RTHS and all students are 
invited to join! Elizabeth 
Escutia Garcia, an RTHS 
and Ballet alumnae, is the 
choreographer.

Ballet Nueva Gener-
ación  de RTHS would 
like to expand. If students 
want to learn more about 
cultural folkloric danc-
ing, the practices are 4-5 
p.m. every Monday at the 
south end of the first floor 

Ballet Nueva Generación de RTHS hopes to expand

A-wing (near the English 
Hall). 

Talk with Mr. Zepeda 

in the counseling center if 
you would like to observe 
practice, and get ready to 

dance. Guys & girls are 
invited to join Ballet and 
learn cultural folk dancing.

The Ballet Folklorico organization at Rochelle Township High School is being 
reintroduced as Ballet Nueva Generación de RTHS.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

OGLE COUNTY — 
The Ogle County Emergen-
cy Food and Shelter Pro-
gram has been listed to re-
ceive federal appropriations 
from EFSP National Board 
Program in the amount of 
$25,676 for phase 40. This 
amount is subject to change 
by the National EFSP 
National Board. The Ogle 
County EFSP Program is 

accepting grant letters of 
application from agencies 
in Ogle County that provide 
emergency food and shelter.

Eligible agencies must 
meet the following crite-
ria: have the capability to 
provide emergency food 
and/or shelter services; 
propose to use the funds to 
supplement or expand an 
existing program and ser-

vices; is a private nonprofit 
with a voluntary board or 
an agency of government; 
have an accounting system, 
and practices non-discrim-
ination, have FEIN# and 
DUNNs #.

Letters of application for 
requested funds should be 
made to Ogle County EFSP 
and emailed to HOPE of 
Ogle County, Attn: Ruth 

Carter,  hopeogle.admin@
hopedv.org

The application letters 
must be received by 5 p.m. 
on Feb. 24. The local board 
is to distribute funds appro-
priated by Congress to help 
expand the capacity of food 
and shelter programs run 
by local service organiza-
tions with services in Ogle 
County. 

Ogle County Emergency Food and Shelter 
Program accepting grant letters of application

BLOOMINGTON 
— Baxter Konstans of 
Rochelle was named to 
the dean’s list for the fall 
semester of the 2022-23 

academic year at Illinois 
Wesleyan University. 
Konstans is a junior ma-
joring in acting.

Konstans was among 

757 students from 28 
states and 28 countries 
named to the fall 2022 
dean’s list.

To qualify for the 

dean’s list, students must 
earn a GPA of 3.50 or bet-
ter during the semester, 
based on 4.0 for straight 
As.

Konstans named to Illinois Wesleyan University’s fall 2022 dean’s list
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LOCAL NEWS

ENVISION 
YOUR FUTURE

High School Juniors & Seniors
Attend

Visit Day
at Kish

February 20
Morning Session
for Transfer Students                 

9 am - 12 pm

Afternoon Session
for Allied Health and                  

Career & Tech Students              
1 - 4 pm

Presentations:
Getting Started

 Paying for College
Student Involvement & Athletics

 Plus more!

kish.edu/visitday

Kishwaukee College does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, ancestry, sex, gender identity and gender expression, 
sexual orientation, religion, national origin, age, marital status, pregnancy, physical or mental handicap or disability in its 
programs or activities. Inquiries regarding this nondiscrimination policy may be directed to: Dr. Michelle Rothmeyer, Vice 
President of Student Services, Kishwaukee College Title IX/ Section 504 Coordinator, 21193 Malta Rd., Malta, IL 60150, 

815-825-2086 or at mrothmeyer@kish.edu. Individuals requiring accommodations to access and participate in the courses, 
programs, services, or events at Kishwaukee College should contact Disability Services at 815-825-2931 or email ds@kish.edu.

For more info
and to register:

From page 1

Of those patients, 73 
were ill enough to require 
transfer to an appropriate 
facility. 

“We are not a behavioral 
health hospital,” Olson 
said. “They’re out there 
in the bigger markets and 
that’s all they do. What we 
have to do is get these peo-
ple placed and it becomes a 
real challenge for us. Espe-
cially with COVID-19, that 
was very difficult because 
they wouldn’t accept any 
COVID-19-positive pa-
tients. If they came into our 
emergency department and 
it was determined they had 
COVID-19, they had to sit 
here 10 days. And our staff 
is not trained to take care of 
all their needs that would 
be better taken care of in a 
specialty hospital. We can 
do basic care, but we just 
don’t have the resources for 
the behavioral side of it.”

Looking at a longer time 
period from April 1, 2021 
through Dec. 31, 2022, 
behavioral health transfers 
were the second-highest 
reason to transfer patients 
out of the RCH ED, only 
behind cardiac, Olson said. 
There was only a 10-pa-
tient difference over the 
21-month period between 
behavioral health and car-
diac-related transfers.

“Over time, we’re see-
ing more and more of these 
kinds of patients coming 
through our doors,” Olson 
said. “We have to do our 
part in taking care of them. 
And that’s no easy task. We 
work with Sinnissippi very 
closely and they are over-
whelmed. They don’t have 
all the resources needed to 
take care of everybody in 
this area.”

Olson said that RCH’s 
current behavioral health 
plan for the future includes 

RCH: CEO Olson discusses potential behavioral health services 

identifying space in the fa-
cility and hiring one or more 
counselors, depending on 
need, with master’s degrees 
in social work. The hiring 
process has not started yet, 
but Olson said that would 
“probably be the next step.”

The counselor(s) would 
assist in the emergency 
department, upstairs clinic, 
on the inpatient side and be 
available for confidential 
consultations with patients. 

Aside from counseling, 
the other aspect of behavior-
al health services involves 
medication management, 
Olson said, which would 
require access to a psy-
chiatrist for prescriptions. 
RCH would likely utilize 

a psychiatrist remotely via 
telehealth to meet in real 
time with the counselor 
and patients. Olson said 
he worked with a similar 
model at a previous position 
he held in Wisconsin. 

“There’s a shortage of 
psychiatrists, especially in 
rural areas,” Olson said. 
“We would have to make 
contact with a service that 
would provide us with 
access to a telehealth-type 
of arrangement. And those 
work just fine. That worked 
out well for us when I was 
in Wisconsin. That’s what 
we’d like to accomplish.”

As far as the location 
in the hospital for the ser-
vices, RCH is currently in 

the process of working on 
its master facility plan and 
looking at potential spaces.

Olson said behavioral 
health services are current-
ly  “fairly rare” at hospitals 
of Rochelle’s size. He 
knows of other, similar 
hospitals that are working 
to get into that service line 
and some that already have 
in similar or different fash-
ions to RCH’s plan.

While he’s unsure of 
specific increase numbers, 
Olson guessed that there’s 
been “at least a 10 percent 
increase” in behavioral 
health patients at RCH over 
the past few years. RCH 
staff has attended meetings 
with local organizations 

regarding the need for the 
services and has seen “sup-
port across the board” for 
new offerings. 

“I know the need is be-
coming more profound,” 
Olson said. “Behavioral 
health is something we 
need to do our homework 
on and we know there’s a lot 
of work to be done. People 
say it’s needed. Sinnissippi 
has said it’s overwhelmed 
and they’d welcome the 
help. It’s timely. This is a 
problem that’s being seen 
all over the state.”

RCH recently received 
a grant that will help with 
consultant costs for the 
project in the $8,000-
10,000 range. Olson hopes 

to see traction on behavior-
al health services in the next 
few months. 

“I think it’s something 
we need to do,” Olson said. 
“I think it’s very important. 
We have the support of our 
partners in the community. 
Because there just aren’t 
enough resources and it’s 
overwhelming. This isn’t 
going to happen tomor-
row. I would like to get it 
started and see traction in 
the next few months. I did 
it before and I know how 
it works and how success-
ful it can be. I want to get 
space identified soon and 
renovations if needed and 
then the hiring process can 
be started.”

Looking at a longer time period from April 1, 2021 through Dec. 31, 2022, behavioral health transfers were the second-highest reason 
to transfer patients out of the RCH ED, only behind cardiac, RCH CEO Gregg Olson said. There was only a 10-patient difference over the 
21-month period between behavioral health and cardiac-related transfers.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
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SPORTS HISTORIC HONORS
 
Sophomore Dempsey Atkinson medals 
in second at IHSA Geneseo Sectional. 
 
See page 2 for more details
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RTHS Wrestling

Fearsome fivesome
Five Rochelle athletes qualify for IHSA State Championship in Champaign

The Rochelle Hub varsity wrestling team saw nine athletes compete in the IHSA 2A Rochelle Sectional on 
Friday and Saturday, with five individuals qualifying for the IHSA State Championship in Champaign. Above 
from left to right are sectional medalists Tommy Tourdot, Joseph Nadig, Kaiden Morris, Brock Metzger and 
Xavier Villalobos.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

ADVERTISE YOUR 
BUSINESS HERE!
Great Rate - Great Spot!

Call Mike @ 815-561-2124 or email 
mfeltes@oglecountylife.com

01252021
Tue-Fri 9am-4pm • Sat 9am-1pm • Sun & Mon Closed

429-433 Lincoln Hwy., Rochelle, Illinois
815-562-8765 • hubcityfurniture.com

JA
N2
02
3

Celebrate Valentine’s Day on a
new sofa and love seat set!

Several
new styles
in stock!

RTHS Girls Bowling

Lady Hubs bow out at IHSA Dundee-Crown Sectional
Vincent rolls team-high 1,205 series as Rochelle finishes 12th in team score

The Rochelle Lady Hub varsity bowling team concluded its season at the IHSA Dundee-Crown Sectional at Liberty Lanes on Saturday. 
Above from left to right are Faith Adams, Makenzie Liezert, Anahi Alanis, Mackenzie Burnett, Kylie McCullough and Cassidy Vincent.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

C A R P E N T E R S -
VILLE — The Rochelle 
Lady Hub varsity bowling 
team concluded its season 
at the IHSA Dundee-Crown 
Sectional at Liberty Lanes 
on Saturday, finishing 12th 
with 4,562 pins.

Sophomore Cassidy 
Vincent led the Lady Hubs 
(9-7, 6-4 Interstate 8) with a 
1,205 series over six games, 
placing 20th out of well 
over 100 bowlers in the 
individual standings. Fresh-
man Kylie McCullough 
rolled a 975 series, while 
junior Faith Adams added 
an 834 series on Saturday.

“Cassidy really stepped 
up for us,” head coach Eric 
Widick said. “She’s one of 
our younger players, but she 
understood that the other 
girls would go wherever 
she would go. She learned 
a lot about herself and she 
would’ve been a state quali-
fier in five of the six section-
als. We were placed in a 
tough sectional this season, 
but we talked about keep-
ing her head up and as she 
continues to grow and learn 
with us, I believe she’ll do 
even better next season.”

See GIRLS page 4

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Ju-
nior Tommy Tourdot was 
all smiles as the final sec-
onds wound down during 
his match against Syca-
more’s Tyler Lockhart at 
the IHSA 2A Rochelle 
Sectional on Saturday. 

Having lost in the 
semifinal round of the 
championship bracket, 
Tourdot remained one 
victory away from clinch-
ing his first-ever IHSA 
State Championship berth. 
Standing in the way was 
Lockhart, who Tourdot 
faced twice during the 
regular season, winning 
once and losing once. 

The third encounter 
went Tourdot’s way, with 
the 113-pounder scoring 
a first-period takedown 
and maintaining a 2-1 lead 
entering the third period. 
As Lockhart scrambled 
to score, Tourdot took 
advantage and threw the 
Sycamore wrestler to his 
back for a match-sealing 
takedown. Watching the fi-
nal seconds count down at 
the scorer’s table, Tourdot 
exploded with emotion, 
sprinting and sharing a big 
hug with assistant coach 
Nelson Baker as he won 
by 5-1 decision.

“It was something I had 
never felt before,” Tourdot 
said. “I lost in the blood 

rounds last season and 
my coaches and I talked 
about how I was never 
going to have that feeling 
again… I knew what he 
was going to do and we 
worked during practice 
on avoiding his fireman’s 
carry. My main focus was 
staying tough on top and I 
knew it was going to be a 
close match. I’m looking 
forward to letting it fly at 
the state tournament and 
showing everyone what I 
can do.”

Tourdot (19-7), who 
medaled in fourth place 
at the 113-pound weight 
class, was one of an RTHS-
record five athletes who 
punched tickets to the 
IHSA State Champion-
ship, which will begin 
on Thursday at the State 
Farm Center in Cham-
paign. Sophomore Xavier 
Villalobos (38-6) also 
medaled in fourth at the 
120-pound weight class, 
clinching his state berth 
on a third-period take-
down for a 4-0 decision 
over Kaneland’s Kamron 
Scholl in the consolation 
semifinals. It’s the second 
state trip for Villalobos, 
who finished second in 
Class 2A at 113 points last 
season.

“It feels really good 
to make the state tourna-
ment two years in a row,” 
Villalobos said. “The first 
time wrestling at state was 

nerve-racking, especially 
when I looked at the crowd. 
But I know I can adapt 

to that and I think it’ll 
be a lot of fun. I need to 
be more offensive at the 

state tournament because 
I’ve been playing a lot of 
defense. I have to attack, 

attack, attack.”

See HUBS page 3
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The businesses featured on this page are 

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”
I’m looking forward to serving your needs for insurance and 
financial services.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
CALL ME TODAY.

Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc 
Shane B Huber, Agent

221 E. IL Rt. 38 
Rochelle, IL 61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Diana Alanis, MDCaring for your 
family’s health from 

infant to adults.
For appointment, please call

815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct, Rochelle, IL 61068

Most Insurance Accepted

Accepting 
New Patients

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

815 561 4035!

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto  Home Improvement   Vacation

Jami Hackman & Kristen Stover

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle

H
S
2
0
1
6

Jami Hackman

Se Habla
Español

BUY HERE – PAY HERE
You Work - You Drive

1400 N 7th St
Corner of Flagg Rd & Hwy 251 N

227 E. Rt 38 • Rochelle, IL

815-562-8706
www.rochellechiropractic.com
Now Accepting New Patients!

Licensed and Insured
24 Hour Emergency Service

815-562-4937
500 Cleveland Avenue

Berg-Johnson
Electric

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

FREE ESTIMATES

“Proudly Serving The Rochelle Area Since 1945”

H
S

F
2
0
1
5

Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

#4061/#83-3198

Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

101 Maple Ave • Rochelle, IL 61068
815.562.7057 •  hub-remsen.com

GO HUBS!GO HUBS!

• Collision Repair • New/Preowned Vehicles
• 24 Hour Towing • Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

We are Ogle Countyʼs
only GM Dealer!

Come visit us!

815-562-8787 • www.jeffperrychevrolet.com
CHEVROLET • BUICK • CADILLAC • JEEP • CHRYSLER

We are 
Ogle 

County’s 
only 

GM Dealer!
• Collision Repair
• 24 Hour Towing

• New/Preowned Vehicles

• Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes  

and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181

www.rochellehospital.com
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Residential & Commercial Roofing

815-561-0099
Licensed & Insured

• Shingled Roofs
• Flat Roofs
• Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities
• Custom Built Homes
• Additions

Residential, Concrete
Driveways, Flatwork

and Foundations

HSF2015

• Large menu of foods
• Rochelle’s famous chicken

by the dinner or bucket
• Hand dipped ice cream

(16 flavors)
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251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039
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S
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SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

200 Steward Road

800.262.1680
www.johnsontractor.com

Dine In • Carry Out •  
• Home Delivery • Pizza • Pastas • 

• Sandwiches • Salads •  
• and Lots More!

Serving Illinois & the Surrounding Area

Specializing in Walk-In Tubs 
& Acrylic Showers

Additions ~ Bathrooms ~ Kitchens 
Accessibility Remodeling

Batavia Builders & 
Remodelers, LLC

Debbie Foster,  
Owner
(815) 501-8946
www.bataviabuilders.com

ANDERSON
Plumbing & Heating, Inc.
Plumbing, Heating, Air Conditioning, 

Drinking water systems, Water Heaters, 
Softeners, Iron Filters & More.

One less thing to worry about

621 First Ave., Rochelle
815-562-8784

Like us on 
Facebook

Lic# 055-013999
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209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8792

www.meyersfurniture.com

Order online and receive  
15% off entire bill!  

We are proud to support  
Rochelle Hubs! 

Visit us at vincespizzainrochelle.com  
815-562-7300

Since 1967

Like our Facebook page

HUB SPOTLIGHT

The Rochelle Hub wrestling team sent three female athletes to the IHSA Geneseo 
Sectional on Friday and Saturday. Above from left to right are freshman Cammyla 
Macias, sophomore Dempsey Atkinson and senior Josey Weber.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Atkinson makes history at 
IHSA Geneseo Sectional

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

GENESEO — Sophomore Dempsey At-
kinson made history on Saturday, becoming 
the first female wrestler at Rochelle Town-
ship High School to clinch a qualifying berth 
in the IHSA State Championship. Atkinson 
was one of three girls who represented the 
RTHS wrestling program at the IHSA Gen-
eseo Sectional, where Atkinson medaled in 
second at the 145-pound division.

“It’s a really cool feeling because it’s 
being shared all around and everyone has 
been congratulating me,” Atkinson said. 
“I didn’t want to lose my first match and I 
was hoping that I could just keep winning 
my way through. Finishing second was all 
I could ask for and I thought my mentality 
was the key for my success. I kept reminding 
myself that I’ve wrestled tough opponents 
throughout the season, many of them boys, 
and I kept telling myself I could do it.”

Atkinson (17-11) earned her way into the 
state tournament without having to deal with 
the wrestlebacks. The sophomore cruised 
through the opening rounds of the champi-
onship bracket, notching back-to-back falls 
over Geneseo’s Taylor Krueger and Rock 
Island’s Sanaa Hampton, who was the No. 

2 seed in the 145-pound division. Atkinson 
sealed a top-2 finish and a medal in the 
semifinals, where she outlasted Rock Falls 
wrestler Elissa Russell for a 5-2 decision.

“I’m so excited to have the experience of 
wrestling at the state tournament,” Atkin-
son said. “I’ve never been to state so I’m 
excited to be there and I’m hoping that I’ll 
win some matches.”

Rochelle scored 44 points to finish 17th 
out of 64 schools despite having only three 
athletes. Senior Josey Weber (18-9) nearly 
earned her way into the state tournament 
through the wrestlebacks, where she rallied 
off four consecutive falls over Quincy’s 
Maggie Quinn, Kankakee’s Estefany Men-
dez, Illinois Valley Central’s Breagan Lamb 
and Yorkville’s Brooke Coy. With her fall 
over Geneseo’s Bella Curcuru in the first 
round of the championship bracket, Weber 
concluded the sectional with a 5-2 record 
over seven bouts in the 125-pound division.

Freshman Cammyla Macias (8-15) went 
1-2 over three bouts in the 115-pound 
division, reaching the quarterfinals after 
a first-round bye and a fall over Reed-
Custer’s Madysen Meyer. The IHSA State 
Championship will be held at the Grossinger 
Motors Arena in Bloomington from Friday, 
Feb. 24 through Saturday, Feb. 25.
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What Service
Do You Offer?

Advertise Here

Commercial & Residential Roofing

Residential 
Concrete

Driveways, Flatwork
and Foundations

•Shingled Roofs  •Flat Roofs 
•Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities 
•Custom Built Homes  •Additions

561-0099
www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE
ESTIMATES

Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Heating & Air Conditioning

 Lic.#058-087891

Serving Rochelle For Over 40 Years

Quality Service • Free Estimates
 Residential & Commercial

815-562-8784

Plumbing/Heating/CoolingGutters

COMMUNITY BOARD
Need to get the word out about a product Need to get the word out about a product 

or service you offer? or service you offer? 
Give us a call at 815-562-4171. Give us a call at 815-562-4171. 

We can reach over 9,000 homes!We can reach over 9,000 homes!

From page 1

Three Rochelle wres-
tlers won their third-place 
bouts at the sectional tour-
nament, which featured 
nine athletes from RTHS. 
Sophomore Joseph Nadig 
(38-7) medaled in third 
at the 126-pound weight 
class, notching back-to-
back falls against Rock 
Island’s Antonio Parker 
and Richwoods wrestler 
Bernard Cox over his final 
two bouts. Nadig, whose 
older brother Caleb me-
daled in fourth at the state 
tournament last season, 
will be competing at state 
for the first time.

“It feels very good be-

cause I’ve improved a lot 
from my first year with the 
team,” Nadig said. “I’m 
looking forward to the 
opportunity to place and I 
have the chance to prove 
that I’m a good wrestler 
now. My effort at the sec-
tional was the key and I 
worked really hard on top.”

Junior Brock Metzger 
(38-10) medaled in third 
at the 182-pound weight 
class on Saturday. After 
nearly upsetting Rock 
Island standout Steven 
Marquez in the champi-
onship bracket, Metzger 
rebounded from a tough 
loss, scoring a 9-2 de-
cision over Geneseo’s 
Landon Shoemaker before 

defeating Woodstock’s 
Zachary Canaday with a 
second-period fall in the 
third-place bout. Metzger 
is one of four Hubs who 
will be competing at the 
state tournament for the 
first time.

“It’s an amazing feeling 
because I’ve been work-
ing for this all season,” 
Metzger said. “The en-
vironment will be really 
great and our team is going 
to have a lot of fun. I’m 
looking forward to watch-
ing all of the matches. I 
think I’ve improved the 
most on my feet. My 
coaches nicknamed me 
‘Sloppy Joe’ last season 
because I wrestled sloppy, 

but I think I’ve improved 
my technique and my skills 
a lot. I knew what I had to 
do in order to qualify for 
state and after I lost against 
[Steven] Marquez, I knew 
the only way I would 
qualify for state was to 
win my very next match.”

Rounding out the five 
state qualifiers for the 
Hubs was sophomore 
Kaiden Morris (37-8), who 
medaled in third at the 
220-pound weight class. 
Morris, who took down 
and immediately pinned 
Geneseo’s Tim Stohl in 
the consolation semifinals 
to seal his state bid, let out 
a roar of excitement and 
shared a big hug with as-

sistant coach Tyler Baker, 
who Morris said has been 
in his corner all season. 
Morris received a medi-
cal forfeit over Rockford 
East’s Lee Smith for third.

“After losing in the 
blood rounds last season, 
it’s been my goal to make 
the state tournament,” 
Morris said. “Wrestling 
with coach [Nelson] Baker 
and coach [Alphonso] 
Vruno over the offseason 
really motivated me and 
even during the football 
season, I was looking 
forward to getting back to 
wrestling… Coach [Tyler] 
Baker has done so much 
for me over the last two 
years and he’s the reason 

I’m where I’m at right now. 
We’ve spent so much time 
working in practice and 
even after practice. We 
worked all year for this and 
the emotions came out.”

Sophomore  Gran t 
Gensler (30-16) and fresh-
man Brenden Voight (34-
13) each recorded top-6 
finishes at the sectional 
tournament, with each 
wrestler falling one victory 
short of qualifying for the 
state meet. Senior Jorge 
Driggs (9-14) and fresh-
man Freddie Hernandez 
(9-11) also represented 
Rochelle (28-1, 7-0 In-
terstate 8) at the sectional 
tournament, going 0-2 over 
their two matches.

HUBS: Five wrestlers qualify for IHSA State Championship

RTHS Boys Basketball

Third-quarter surge propels Sandwich past Rochelle
Indians break off 15-4 run to seal 72-61 win over Hubs on Friday evening

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

SANDWICH  — A 
four-point third quarter 
doomed the Rochelle Hub 
varsity basketball team 
during Friday evening’s 
Interstate 8 Conference 
matchup against the Sand-
wich Indians.

Trailing 40-34 at half-
time, Rochelle went cold 
from the field during 
the third quarter, where 
Sandwich outscored the 
Hubs 15-4 to take a com-
manding lead entering the 
fourth quarter. Despite a 
late surge from Rochelle 
down the stretch, the Hubs 
were unable to claw their 
way out of the third-quar-
ter hole, losing 72-61 and 
conceding their second 
defeat against the Indians 
this season. Rochelle (9-
19, 3-10 Interstate 8) will 
face LaSalle-Peru on the 
road Tuesday.

Junior Eli Luxton fin-
ished with 11 points, 
eight rebounds and three 
assists for the Hubs, who 
conclude conference play 
on Tuesday before wrap-
ping the regular season up 
with a home game against 

Byron on Thursday at 7 
p.m. Senior Raul Aguirre 
totaled 11 points and four 
rebounds, while sopho-
more Carson Lewis scored 
11 points and converted 
three 3-pointers. 

Austin Marks scored a 
team-high 21 points for 
the Indians, who domi-
nated the painted area 
on Friday, outscoring 
Rochelle 54-24 in that 
area. Sandwich grabbed 
15 offensive rebounds in 
the game and outpaced 
the Hubs 9-1 on second 
chance points. The In-
dians took advantage of 
poor ball handling from 
Rochelle, forcing 24 turn-
overs while totaling 23 
points off turnovers. 

Senior Colton O’Rorke 
dished out a team-high five 
assists for the Hubs, who 
earned the No. 9 seed in the 
IHSA 3A Dixon Regional. 
Rochelle will travel for 
the quarterfinal matchup 
against No. 7 seed and 
Interstate 8 rival Morris 
on Saturday at 1 p.m. The 
Hubs lost both matchups 
against the Redskins in 
the regular season, falling 
78-69 at home and 74-69 
on the road.

Senior Colton O’Rorke attempts a shot during the Rochelle Hub varsity basketball game against Sandwich on 
Friday. O’Rorke finished with a team-high five assists as the Hubs fell to the Indians 72-61.

(PHOTO BY MARCY DELILLE)
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RTHS Wrestling

Six Rochelle Township High School student-athletes earn IHSA Sectional wrestling medals
The Rochelle Township High School wrestling program saw six student-athletes earn medals this past weekend, when RTHS hosted the IHSA 2A Boys Wrestling 

Sectional and Geneseo hosted the IHSA Girls Wrestling Sectional. All six student-athletes will compete at the IHSA State Championship tournaments. Above from top 
left to bottom right are Kaiden Morris, Brock Metzger, Joseph Nadig, Tommy Tourdot, Xavier Villalobos and Dempsey Atkinson.

From page 1

Jun iors  Makenz ie 
Liezert and Anahi Alanis 
fired respective series 
scores of 688 and 662 
for the Lady Hubs, who 
threw team scores of 779, 
761 and 754 during the 
morning session before 
closing the tournament 
with 753, 743 and 772 dur-

ing the afternoon session. 
Vincent rolled a 623 series 
in the morning session, 
notching scores of 224, 
196 and 203 to spearhead 
the charge. 

“We had a lot of good 
individual performances 
at the sectional,” Widick 
said. “We just weren’t able 
to stack any of those per-
formances together. We 

maintained a steady team 
score, but we weren’t able 
to put it all together. Our 
girls worked really hard 
to get to this point in the 
season and I thought they 
bowled as well as they 
could have. It just wasn’t 
in the cards for us.”

Vincent bowed out 
with a 582 afternoon se-
ries capped off by a 227 in 

the sixth and final game of 
the day. McCullough fired 
her series-best 191 in the 
opening game of the tour-
nament, while Adams re-
corded her series-best 166 
in the third game before 
the intermission. Liezert 
scored a series-best 175 
during the fourth game to 
help spark Rochelle dur-
ing the afternoon session.

“I’m really excited 
about what our girls did 
this season,” Widick said. 
“Every one of our girls 
improved her average by 
15 to 20 pins from when 
the season started and 
we took a team to the 
sectional as opposed to 
one or two individuals. I 
couldn’t be more proud 
than I am right now.”

GIRLS: Rochelle rolls at IHSA Dundee-Crown Sectional
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ASHTON NEWS

BAR
GRILL&

1/2
OFF! BO!

GO!

BAR/RESTAURANT  ..................
Ralphie and Lulu’s
812 Main St., Ashton
815-453-2103

Huddle Cafe
802 Main Street, Ashton
815-453-2677

COMMUNITY BUILDING  ..........
Mills and Petrie Memorial Building
Hourly, daily rentals for your event
815-973-8397

CONSTRUCTION  .....................
Don Ross Jr. Construction
PO 96, Ashton
815-677-3774

GROCERY/GAMING  ................
Mimini’s General Store
602 Brown Street, Ashton
815-453-7500

FUNERAL HOME  .....................
Beverage Lyons Funeral Home
604 Richardson Ave., Ashton 815-453-2441 

HAIR SALON  ..........................
Shear Delight
1873 Ashton Road, Ashton
815-453-2331

INSURANCE  ............................
Bradford Victor-Adams Mutual Insurance 
Company
120 W. South St., Franklin Grove
815-456-2334

MUNCIPALITIES ........................
Village of Franklin Grove
105 E. S. South Street, Franklin Grove
815-456-2131

PLUMBING  .............................
Richter Plumbing and More
402 Western Ave., Ashton
815-453-2361

PUBLIC LIBRARY  ......................
Franklin Grove Library
112 S. Elm Street
815-456-2823

Mills and Petrie Memorial Library
704 First Street
815-453-2213

Mills and Petrie 
Memorial Building
Call 815-973-8762 for building 

rental information
Basketball, volleyball and pickle ball courts
Great for birthday parties, bridal showers, 

family reunions etc.

AFC FFA members made AFC proud by representing at the Section 2 Proficiency Judging. 14 FFA members in 19 different areas competed with their record books at 
Stillman Valley High School. Of these members, seven won their areas and will moving on to districts in March. Participants (pictured at left) included: Zayne Becker 

(vet science); Andrea Buhrow (agribusiness, ag processing and specialty crop, moving on to districts); Brooke Burger (beef production – entrepreneurship); Jack 
Delhotal (turf grass management, moving on to districts); Audree Dorn (ag sales – placement); Mallory Henert (food science); Lane Koning (ag mechanics – design & 

fabrication, moving on to districts); Abby Milligan (equine science – entrepreneurship); Zane Murphy (ag mechanics – repair and maintenance, moving on to districts); 
Logan O’Brien (swine production – placement, moving on to districts); Ian Untz (beef production – placement, diversified ag, diversified crop, fiber/oil crop and grain 
production); Kate Viall (two-star discovery – placement, moving on to districts); Jacob Warrenfeltz (small animal care & production) and Cameryn Winterland (safety 

first, moving on to districts). At right, FFA members Izzy Cater, Leah Cochrane, Angeliyah Davidson, Abby Milligan, Donivan Myler and Jacob Warrenfeltz recently 
attended the Ground Zero Conference held at the University of Illinois-Urbana Champaign. The Ground Zero Conference is for eighth-10th graders and FFA members 

interacted with state officers, section presidents and members from around the state while learning more about leadership skills and themselves.

AFC FFA members attend Ground Zero Conference, enjoy success at Section 2 proficiency judging

ASHTON  — The 
Ashton-Franklin Center 
varsity boys basketball 
team battled Pearl City on 
Monday, Feb. 6, falling 76-
70 despite 22 points from 
Kaleb Goldman and 18 
points from Carson Rueff. 
Lane Koning scored 14 
points and Jordan Harris 
added seven points for the 
Raiders in the loss.

The Ashton-Franklin 
Center varsity boys bas-
ketball team dominated 
Amboy on Wednesday, 
Feb. 8. The Raiders won 
70-34, with Lane Koning 
scoring 16 points while 
Griffin Bushman and Ka-
leb Goldman each added 
14 points. Jordan Harris 
and Carson Rueff both 
finished with seven points.

Girls
The Ashton-Franklin 

Center varsity girls bas-
ketball team cruised over 
Indian Creek on Saturday, 
Feb. 11, winning 56-18 
behind 23 points from Bri-
anna Gonnerman and 13 
points from Taylor Jahn. 
Alexis Schwarz scored 
15 points to aid the Lady 
Raiders in the win.

AFC basketball teams 
take home victories

FREEPORT — High-
land Community College 
recently announced its 
2022 fall graduates. 

Fifty-Eight graduates of 

the college were awarded 
associate degrees, an as-
sociate of applied science 
degrees or certificates.

Franklin Grove: Frank 

Bonnell graduated with 
a associate of applied 
science equine science, 
equine riding instructor 
certificate.

Franklin Grove’s Bonnell graduates 
from Highland CC in fall 2022

ASHTON — Do you 
have a news submission 
or story idea pertaining to 
the Ashton area that you’d 

like to see featured on the 
Rochelle News-Leader’s 
Ashton News page? 

Email managing editor 

Jeff Helfrich at jhelfrich@
rochellenews-leader.com 
to submit your news item 
or idea. 

Submissions and ideas
The Ashton-Franklin Center School District recently congratulated students Kate 
and Evelyn for being the top two spellers in its annual seventh and eighth grade 

spelling bee at AFC Junior Senior High School. The champion, Kate, will 
represent the school at the regional spelling bee in Dixon on Feb. 16.

AFC crowns spelling bee champion
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- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE • HILLCREST • CRESTON • STEWARD • KINGS • ASHTON

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

STATE OF ILLINOIS, 
CIRCUIT COURT, 
COOK COUNTY

Request for Name 
Change, Minor Child
Case No. 23 M3 000279
Request of Isabella Jo-
hanna Nunez to appear 
in court March 14, 2023, 
Third Municipal District 
Courthouse, 2121 Euclid 
Avenue, Room 121, Roll-
ing Meadows, IL 60008 
at 9 a.m.
Proposed name change 
of minor child from Isa-
bella Johanna Nunez to 
Isabella Johanna Clavel-
lina Nunez
Requested by Blanca 
Araceli Nunez on January 
13, 2023
No. 0121
(Feb. 15, 22 and March 1, 
2023)

101  101  
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.

105   105   
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.”

113   113   
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119   119   
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.”

201   201   
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, unless 
licensed or holding a 
permit as a childcare 
facility, may cause 
to be published any 
advertisement soliciting 
a child care service. A 
childcare facility that is 
licensed or operating 
under a permit issued by 
the Illinois Department 
of Children and Family 
Services may publish 

advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
its care.

301  301  
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.com

ANTIQUES WANTED: I 
pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, I’m 
interested in looking! Call 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.com

307  307  
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 815-562-
4171 (8AM-NOON ONLY) 
Rochelle News Leader.  

SPLIT firewood for sale. 
Contact 779-251-0254. 
(02-20-23)

309  309  
PETS AND SUPPLIESPETS AND SUPPLIES

Free Kittens to good 
homes. Call 815-503-
1881. (02-15-23)

315  315  
WANTED TO BUYWANTED TO BUY

Wanted to Buy Older 
Comic Books. 815-481-
4922. (03-15-23)

405  405  
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein 
is subject to the 
Federal Fair Housing 
Act, which makes it 
illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

509 509 
HOUSES FOR RENTHOUSES FOR RENT

3 BEDROOM, 2 bath 
home on 2 acres in Rural 
Steward. $1,400.00. Call 
815-298-9300. (02/12/23)

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALEMISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-874-2257

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW, USED  
SCRATCH & DENT

• Refrigerators • Freezers 
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

11222020

Visit us at www.rochellenews-leader.com
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NIU Football

DEKALB  — The 
Northern Illinois Uni-
versity football team will 
make non-conference 
trips to Boston, Massa-
chusetts and Lincoln, Ne-
braska in 2023 and play a 
six-game home schedule 
beginning Saturday, Sept. 
9 versus Southern Illi-
nois, as NIU announced 
its 2023 non-conference 
slate on Thursday, along 
with the sites of its eight 
Mid-American Confer-
ence games. Dates for the 
MAC schedule will be 
announced in the future.

NIU will open the 2023 
season on Saturday, Sept. 
2 at Boston College in the 
fourth meeting all-time 
between the teams. The 
Eagles have won all three 
previous games, includ-
ing three-point wins in 
2015 in Chestnut Hill 
(17-14) and in 2017 in 
Huskie Stadium (23-20).

The Huskies welcome 
the Salukis to DeKalb on 
Sept. 9 for the first time 
since 2007 as the teams 
will play for the 44th 
time. NIU will face an 
in-state opponent during 
non-conference play for 
the 10th time in the last 
17 seasons. On Saturday, 
Sept. 16, will make its 
fifth trip all-time to Me-
morial Stadium to face 
Nebraska. The Huskies 
memorably earned a 
“Boneyard Victory” over 
the Cornhuskers in 2017 
in their only win in the 
series.

The Huskies close out 
non-conference play on 
Saturday, Sept. 23 when 
Tulsa comes to DeKalb to 
complete the home-and-
home series that began 
in 2022 with the Golden 

Boston College, Nebraska highlight 2023 schedule
Huskies reveal full slate including Mid-American Conference opponents

Hurricane taking a 38-35 
win in Oklahoma.

“Every year there is 
great balance with the 
schedule,” said NIU head 
coach Thomas Hammock, 
who enters his fifth season 
at the helm of the Hus-
kies’ program in 2023. 
“Opening the season with 
Boston College, an ACC 
opponent, gives us a 
great opportunity to see 
where we are, similar to 
opening at Georgia Tech 
a few years ago. Then 
we come back home to 
face a quality opponent 
in Southern Illinois, and 
you have Nebraska and 
Tulsa who are both going 
into this season with new 
coaching staffs.

“Overall, we’ll get a 
great gauge of where we 

are as a team with the 
non-conference schedule. 
It’s a great test across 
the board from a physi-
cal standpoint, from a 
mental standpoint, from 
a preparation standpoint 
to go into conference 
play. We know the MAC 
is always going to be 
competitive every week. 
It doesn’t matter which 
teams you play from the 
East Division, every game 
is a battle, and we know 
that is true of the teams 
we see every year from 
the West.” 

While NIU will face 
MAC East foe Ohio, along 
with Ball State, Eastern 
Michigan and Western 
Michigan at home. The 
Huskies will travel to 
Central Michigan and 

Toledo and play crossover 
games at Kent State and 
Akron. NIU played both 
Ohio and Akron last year 
and split a pair of games 
with Kent State in 2021, 
including a 41-23 win in 
the MAC Championship 
game.

Recruits
N o r t h e r n  I l l i n o i s 

University head coach 
Thomas Hammock an-
nounced the addition of 
seven freshmen to its 
2023 incoming class on 
Wednesday, the first day 
of the February signing 
period.

The latest group join 
the 18 players who signed 
National Letters of Intent 
in December and the six 
additions, including five 

transfers, who joined the 
team in January on the first 
day of spring semester 
classes.  

“This is a good group 
of players who all played 
well during their senior 
seasons,” Hammock said. 
“We evaluated them as 
seniors and feel they can 
help our football team. 
We’re happy to have them 
as Huskies. They help fill 
some needs as we look 
to build depth and create 
competition at every posi-
tion. We will continue to 
build our roster through-
out the spring and summer 
as we work to develop our 
team going into the 2023 
season.”

Eight of NIU’s nine 
February recruits are from 
Illinois or a neighboring 

state, including three 
“locals” in defensive back 
Ethan Tierney of DeKalb 
(DeKalb HS), running 
back Garrett Gensler 
from Rochelle (Rochelle 
Township HS) and tight 
end Tyler Gaines out of 
Rockford’s Thomas Jef-
ferson High School.

“Adding six guys from 
Illinois and eight of nine 
from the Midwest is a big 
deal,” Hammock said. 
“We always want to take 
care of guys from the state, 
that’s an important part of 
our roster as is bringing 
in talent from this region. 
We’ve also got Kobe 
[Askew] in this group, 
who is coming in along 
with his high school team-
mate [December signee] 
Jay’shon [Thomas].”
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BY JEFF HELFRICH

MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The 

City of Rochelle’s plans 

for 2023 include looking 

at the future of the vacant 

Hickory Grove site, mak-

ing upgrades to electric 

infrastructure, completing 

its Rochelle Intermodal 

Transload Facility, a Well 

8 rehabilitation project 

and hiring new police 

officers.
Rochelle City Manager 

Jeff Fiegenschuh spoke 

with the News-Leader on 

Dec. 21 about what resi-

dents can expect from the 

new year.
After demolition of the 

Hickory Grove facility 

at 1127 N. 7th St. was 

completed in early 2022, 

Fiegenschuh said conver-

sations will be had among 

city leadership in winter or 

early spring of 2023 on the 

site’s future and a potential 

development. 

“I plan to go back to the 

city council sometime this 

winter or early spring and 

see where they want to go 

with Hickory Grove and if 

we want to do something 

different or hire a broker,” 

Fiegenschuh said. “We’re 

BY JEFF HELFRICH

MANAGING EDITOR

CRESTON — At its 

monthly meeting Tuesday, 

the Creston Village Board 

unanimously approved 

an insurance proposal for 

the year in the amount of 

$12,993.
Adam Heal of Query In-

surance presented the board 

its new premium and said 

last year it was $11,828. The 

village did see a rate reduc-

tion, but saw the additions 

of $300,000 in additional 

property coverage and a 

new pickup truck. 

“We like to make a 

property evaluation every 

couple of years and make 

sure the property values 

are in line with keeping up 

with inflation and things 

like that,” Heal said. 

See BOARD page 5

BY JEFF HELFRICH

MANAGING EDITOR

OGLE COUNTY — 

Ogle County State’s At-

torney Mike Rock and 

Ogle County Sheriff Brian 

VanVickle announced in a 

press release Dec. 29 that 

Ogle County will not be 

subject to the SAFE-T Act 

no cash bail provisions as a 

result of a Kankakee Coun-

ty judge ruling Wednesday, 

Dec. 28 that lawmakers 

overreached their constitu-

tional authority in passing 

a measure to abolish cash 

bail in Illinois.

Other provisions in the 

wide-ranging SAFE-T Act 

criminal justice reform 

were not affected by the 

ruling, such as reforms to 

police officer training and 

certification standards and 

police body camera require-

ments. The Ogle County 

Sheriff’s Office is required 

to start body cameras Jan. 

1, 2024 and smaller depart-

ments such as the Rochelle 

Police Department will start 

Jan. 1, 2025.

A Dec. 31 order from 

the Illinois Supreme Court 

stayed the cash bail pro-

visions’ implementation 

for all 102 counties until 

the court could rule on an 

Looking ahead to 2023

‘There’s a lot of good things I’m looking forward to’

The City of Rochelle’s plans for 2023 include looking at the future of the vacant 

Hickory Grove site, making upgrades to electric infrastructure, completing its 

Rochelle Intermodal Transload Facility, a Well 8 rehabilitation project and hiring 

new police officers.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

going to start having those 

conversations again. I’m 

not saying we need to 

make that decision right 

away, and it’s ultimately 

up to the mayor and coun-

cil. That’s something we 

need to have a conversa-

tion about.”
After completing a 

nearly-$15 million new 

electrical substation on 

Ritchie Road in 2022, the 

city and Rochelle Munici-

pal Utilities plan to move 

forward with planning for 

their next substation on 

the west side of town. The 

electric department also 

has plans to tie all the city’s 

substations together to be 

able to increase reliability.

“We’ll also have to 

navigate our wholesale 

electric costs going up,” 

Fiegenschuh said. “If we 

have to go out into the mar-

ket and buy power, we’re 

seeing pretty large price 

increases over where we 

were a couple years ago.”

The RITC project broke 

ground in November and 

will return intermodal 

services to the city and its 

local industries via city-

owned railroad. 

See CITY page 3

Insurance 

proposal 
approved

Local law enforcement reacts to SAFE-T Act ruling

‘We’re glad the Kankakee County judge ruled the way he did’

Ogle County State’s Attorney Mike Rock and Ogle County Sheriff Brian VanVickle announced in a press release 

Dec. 29 that Ogle County will not be subject to the SAFE-T Act no cash bail provisions as a result of a Kankakee 

County judge ruling Wednesday, Dec. 28.

(FILE PHOTO)

appeal to the case on an 

expedited but indefinite 

timeline. Illinois Attorney 

General Kwame Raoul said 

recently in a news release 

the state will appeal the 

decision directly to the state 

Supreme Court.

VanVickle and RPD 

Chief Eric Higby spoke 

with the Ogle County Life 

and Rochelle News-Leader 

about their reaction to the 

cash bail issue. VanVickle 

and Rock were involved 

with a lawsuit involving 61 

other counties that resulted 

in the Dec. 28 ruling. 

See SAFE-T page 3
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BY JEFF HELFRICHMANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The 
City of Rochelle recently 
received notification that it 
received the Government 
Finance Officers Associa-tion Distinguished Budget 

Award for the third year 
in a row. 

The award was es-tablished in 1984 and 
“reflects a commitment 
to meeting the highest 
principles of governmental 
budgeting and compliance 
with nationally-recog-nized guidelines, including 

having a budget that serves 
effectively as a policy 
document, a financial plan, 
an operations guide and a 
communications device.” 
Out of 1,297 municipali-ties in the state, 87 (6.7) 

percent are recognized 
each year.“We were very proud of 

the team and the finance 
department and each de-partment that contributed 

to it,” Industrial Develop-ment Manager Peggy Fri-day said. “The document is 
a transparent idea of how 
taxpayer money is spent. I 
think it’s just a testimony 
to the council, the mayor, 
the city manager and the 
departments on how fis-cally responsible we really 

BY JEFF HELFRICHMANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — At 
its meeting Monday, the 
Rochelle City Council 
unanimously approved 
an ordinance to create an 
Illinois Finance Author-ity PACE area to allow 

for MightyVine to get 
financing for clean energy 
upgrades to its hydroponic 
greenhouse business.Through no cost to the 

city, the IFA PACE Program 
is available to any eligible 
commercial property that 
voluntarily requests the 
levy of a special assessment 
to secure the financing or 
refinancing of a qualified 
PACE Project. MightyVine 
CEO Sergio Gomez spoke 
during the meeting and 
thanked the city for its 
support since the business’s 
inception in 2016.

See CITY page 8

BY JEFF HELFRICHMANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — From 
the Heart will host its 15th 
annual gala and auction on 
Saturday, Feb. 4 at Flight 
Deck Bar & Grill starting 
at 6 p.m.

Proceeds raised at the 
event will equally benefit 
the eight area nonprofits 
that From the Heart works 
with: the Rochelle Area 
Community Foundation, 
HOPE of Ogle County, 
Rochelle Christian Food 
Pantry, Pegasus Special 
Riders, Hub City Senior 
Center, Shining Star Chil-dren’s Advocacy Center, 

CASA and FOCUS House. The event will include 
dinner, games, prizes and 
silent and live auction 
items. Last year, the event 
raised just over $68,000 
and $8,500 was donated 
to each nonprofit. Over 
the life of the gala, over 
$630,000 total has been 
raised. From the Heart 
President and Founder 
Dave Eckhardt said he 
hopes to raise $80,000 
this year.

“Back when we start-ed, it only benefited two 
groups along with Rotary,” 

City wins distinguished budget award

Fiegenschuh: ‘It feels good to be able to go above and beyond’

The City of Rochelle recently received notification that it received the 

Government Finance Officers Association Distinguished Budget Award for the 

third year in a row.  (PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
are and all of the things 
that we do in the course 
of the year.”Three years ago, the 

city received the award for 
the first time against long 
odds in its first attempt at 
it. The application required 
a year and a half of work 
gathering information and 
organization by Friday, 
Finance Director Chris 
Cardott and department 
heads.

Friday called the chanc-

es of receiving the award 
in a first attempt “nearly 
impossible” and said 1-5 
percent of municipalities 
have done it. “I looked at all of the 

other hundreds of winners 
and the best parts of each of 
them,” Friday said. “Chris 
goes through and makes 
sure all of the budgetary 
stuff is there. The first year 
was always the hardest. 
And then each year we add 
to it. The reviewers also 

send a list of comments. 
Things they think may be 
missing or things that we 
could maybe improve on. 
We take that as the template 
for the next year. There’s 
four categories and we’ve 
been proficient and high in 
probably 90 percent of the 
categories. It’s a testimony 
to our finance department, 
transparency and every-body that contributes.”
See AWARD page 2

Council approves ordinance

From the Heart gala scheduled Feb. 4

Founder Eckhardt: ‘It’s all been because of the community’

From the Heart will host its 15th annual gala and auction on Saturday, Feb. 4 at Flight Deck Bar & Grill starting 

at 6 p.m.

(NEWS-LEADER FILE PHOTO)

Eckhardt said. “Now we’re 
up to eight and that doesn’t 
include Rotary. When we 
started our goal was to raise 
$10,000 for each group. 
That’s why our goal is 
$80,000 this year, to give 
each group $10,000 once 

again.”
Eckhardt said 100 per-cent of proceeds benefit 

the nonprofits. He called 
it “amazing” to watch the 
event grow over 15 years.“Other events around us 

haven’t been able to sustain 

it like they used to, and 
that has worried us,” Eck-hardt said.” We’re a 501c3 

nonprofit now and weren’t 
when we started. We’ve 
grown and have been able 
to do that. It’s been nothing 
short of miraculous. And 

it’s all been because of the 
community. The best part 
is presenting those checks 
and helping our nonprofit 
groups. That’s my favorite 
part.”

See GALA page 3
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