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MANAGING EDITOR

OGLE COUNTY — 
On Jan. 30, Ogle County 
Farm Bureau Manager Ron 
Kern said that despite a 
recent substantial snowfall, 
county farmers are still 
short on normal snowfall 
levels of a typical year. 

“It depends on what we 
get by when we start getting 
close to spring when things 
start to thaw and what kind 
of moisture we’ll have with 
melting snow and potential 
for rain,” Kern said. “I 
think we’re a little short on 
moisture, but I just don’t 
know that it’s that critical 
right now. We’lll see when 
we start getting into March 
and what kind of start we’ll 
get to the spring.”

See FARMING pg 2

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

OREGON — Ore-
gon Community Unit 
School District 220’s 
mission statement is “to 
educate students to be 
lifelong learners who are 
productive, responsible 
citizens.”

“In that pursuit, we 
don’t just look at academ-
ics,” District Superinten-
dent Tom Mahoney said. 
“We also look at student 
involvement and activi-
ties that connect kids to 
school to achieve better 
and thrive. We look at 
service and how our kids 
can learn to serve our 
community and others. 
We look at leadership and 
how we develop that and 
provide opportunities for 
students to grow. In all of 
these things, we hear them 
and think, ‘That’s Kim.’ 
She is a mission-driven 
teacher.”

The “Kim” Mahoney 
was referring to is Ore-
gon Junior Senior High 
School Spanish Teacher 
Kim Radostits. At a press 
conference Wednesday, 
Jan. 25, Radostits, known 
to students as “Ms. Rad”, 
was named one of five 

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — On 
Tuesday, State Sen. Win 
Stoller (R, 37th District) 
visited Rochelle for the 
first time since recent 
redistricting made the 
Hub City part of his con-
stituency. 

Stoller is a lifelong resi-
dent of Germantown Hills 
near Peoria. He’s served as 
state senator since 2021. 
Stoller’s trip to Rochelle 
included lunch with of-
ficials from the City of 
Rochelle and Rochelle 
Chamber of Commerce, 
a visit with local business 
Panoptic Solutions, a tour 
of Kishwaukee College 
and meetings with local 
media. 

About 60 percent of the 
new 37th District is new 
ground for Stoller.

“I want to get up here 
and meet everybody and 
get to know people and 
help them get to know 
me as well,” Stoller said. 
“The purpose of being 
here today is to get to 
know Rochelle. In the 
past, I’ve met with May-
or John Bearrows, [City 
Economic Development 
Director] Jason Anderson 

Stoller visits the Hub City
37th District now covers Rochelle after recent redistricting

On Tuesday, State Sen. Win Stoller (R, 37th District) visited Rochelle for the first 
time since recent redistricting made the Hub City part of his constituency. 

(COURTESY PHOTO)

and others. Now, we need 
to get out and get to know 
more people.”

Stoller is a longtime 
small business owner and 
owns an office furniture 
dealership with about 40 
employees throughout 
downstate Illinois. He’s an 
accountant by training and 
has a bachelor’s degree in 
accounting and a master’s 
in business administration 

from the University of 
Illinois. He and his wife, 
Amy, have been married 
for 30 years and have two 
grown children.

“I never really thought 
I’d get into politics,” 
Stoller said. “I enjoyed 
running a business and 
still do. The opportunity 
came up a couple years 
ago. I was involved in my 
community with things 

like Rotary Club, the 
chamber of commerce 
and the Salvation Army 
Board. When the oppor-
tunity presented itself, I 
was very frustrated with 
the direction Illinois was 
going in and I talked to 
my wife and she was 
encouraged. We took the 
next step and here we are.”

See STOLLER pg 3

Ron Kern

Farmers 
short on 
snowfall

‘Ms. Rad’ named National Teacher of the Year finalist
‘I’m so incredibly proud of the work done in schools here and across the state’

finalists for 2023 Nation-
al Teacher of the Year 
by the Council of Chief 
State School Officers 
(CCSSO). Radostits was 
recently named 2022 Illi-
nois Teacher of the Year. 

Radostits will fly to 
Washington, D.C., in late 

February to interview 
with the National Teacher 
of the Year selection com-
mittee, which is composed 
of members of national 
education organizations 
that represent parents, 
principals, administrators, 
teachers and civic leaders. 

If selected as the 2023 
National Teacher of the 
Year, Radostits will em-
bark upon a year of honor 
and service, representing 
Illinois as she crosses 
the country to speak at 
hundreds of events, advo-
cate for students, elevate 

the contemporary issues 
teachers face and inspire 
future teachers to join 
the profession. CCSSO 
will announce the 2023 
National Teacher of the 
Year in March.

See RADOSTITS p. 3

At a press conference Wednesday, Jan. 25, Kim Radostits, known to students as “Ms. Rad”, was named one of 
five finalists for 2023 National Teacher of the Year by the Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO). 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
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BY JEFF HELFRICH

MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The 

City of Rochelle’s plans 

for 2023 include looking 

at the future of the vacant 

Hickory Grove site, mak-

ing upgrades to electric 

infrastructure, completing 

its Rochelle Intermodal 

Transload Facility, a Well 

8 rehabilitation project 

and hiring new police 

officers.
Rochelle City Manager 

Jeff Fiegenschuh spoke 

with the News-Leader on 

Dec. 21 about what resi-

dents can expect from the 

new year.
After demolition of the 

Hickory Grove facility 

at 1127 N. 7th St. was 

completed in early 2022, 

Fiegenschuh said conver-

sations will be had among 

city leadership in winter or 

early spring of 2023 on the 

site’s future and a potential 

development. 

“I plan to go back to the 

city council sometime this 

winter or early spring and 

see where they want to go 

with Hickory Grove and if 

we want to do something 

different or hire a broker,” 

Fiegenschuh said. “We’re 

BY JEFF HELFRICH

MANAGING EDITOR

CRESTON — At its 

monthly meeting Tuesday, 

the Creston Village Board 

unanimously approved 

an insurance proposal for 

the year in the amount of 

$12,993.
Adam Heal of Query In-

surance presented the board 

its new premium and said 

last year it was $11,828. The 

village did see a rate reduc-

tion, but saw the additions 

of $300,000 in additional 

property coverage and a 

new pickup truck. 

“We like to make a 

property evaluation every 

couple of years and make 

sure the property values 

are in line with keeping up 

with inflation and things 

like that,” Heal said. 

See BOARD page 5

BY JEFF HELFRICH

MANAGING EDITOR

OGLE COUNTY — 

Ogle County State’s At-

torney Mike Rock and 

Ogle County Sheriff Brian 

VanVickle announced in a 

press release Dec. 29 that 

Ogle County will not be 

subject to the SAFE-T Act 

no cash bail provisions as a 

result of a Kankakee Coun-

ty judge ruling Wednesday, 

Dec. 28 that lawmakers 

overreached their constitu-

tional authority in passing 

a measure to abolish cash 

bail in Illinois.

Other provisions in the 

wide-ranging SAFE-T Act 

criminal justice reform 

were not affected by the 

ruling, such as reforms to 

police officer training and 

certification standards and 

police body camera require-

ments. The Ogle County 

Sheriff’s Office is required 

to start body cameras Jan. 

1, 2024 and smaller depart-

ments such as the Rochelle 

Police Department will start 

Jan. 1, 2025.

A Dec. 31 order from 

the Illinois Supreme Court 

stayed the cash bail pro-

visions’ implementation 

for all 102 counties until 

the court could rule on an 

Looking ahead to 2023

‘There’s a lot of good things I’m looking forward to’

The City of Rochelle’s plans for 2023 include looking at the future of the vacant 

Hickory Grove site, making upgrades to electric infrastructure, completing its 

Rochelle Intermodal Transload Facility, a Well 8 rehabilitation project and hiring 

new police officers.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

going to start having those 

conversations again. I’m 

not saying we need to 

make that decision right 

away, and it’s ultimately 

up to the mayor and coun-

cil. That’s something we 

need to have a conversa-

tion about.”
After completing a 

nearly-$15 million new 

electrical substation on 

Ritchie Road in 2022, the 

city and Rochelle Munici-

pal Utilities plan to move 

forward with planning for 

their next substation on 

the west side of town. The 

electric department also 

has plans to tie all the city’s 

substations together to be 

able to increase reliability.

“We’ll also have to 

navigate our wholesale 

electric costs going up,” 

Fiegenschuh said. “If we 

have to go out into the mar-

ket and buy power, we’re 

seeing pretty large price 

increases over where we 

were a couple years ago.”

The RITC project broke 

ground in November and 

will return intermodal 

services to the city and its 

local industries via city-

owned railroad. 

See CITY page 3

Insurance 

proposal 
approved

Local law enforcement reacts to SAFE-T Act ruling

‘We’re glad the Kankakee County judge ruled the way he did’

Ogle County State’s Attorney Mike Rock and Ogle County Sheriff Brian VanVickle announced in a press release 

Dec. 29 that Ogle County will not be subject to the SAFE-T Act no cash bail provisions as a result of a Kankakee 

County judge ruling Wednesday, Dec. 28.

(FILE PHOTO)

appeal to the case on an 

expedited but indefinite 

timeline. Illinois Attorney 

General Kwame Raoul said 

recently in a news release 

the state will appeal the 

decision directly to the state 

Supreme Court.

VanVickle and RPD 

Chief Eric Higby spoke 

with the Ogle County Life 

and Rochelle News-Leader 

about their reaction to the 

cash bail issue. VanVickle 

and Rock were involved 

with a lawsuit involving 61 

other counties that resulted 

in the Dec. 28 ruling. 

See SAFE-T page 3
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Edward Jones thanks localsThe Edward Jones office of 
Anthony Rowley expressed 
thanks for donations to this 
year’s Toys for Tots Drive. 
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BY JEFF HELFRICHMANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The 
City of Rochelle recently 
received notification that it 
received the Government 
Finance Officers Associa-tion Distinguished Budget 

Award for the third year 
in a row. 

The award was es-tablished in 1984 and 
“reflects a commitment 
to meeting the highest 
principles of governmental 
budgeting and compliance 
with nationally-recog-nized guidelines, including 

having a budget that serves 
effectively as a policy 
document, a financial plan, 
an operations guide and a 
communications device.” 
Out of 1,297 municipali-ties in the state, 87 (6.7) 

percent are recognized 
each year.“We were very proud of 

the team and the finance 
department and each de-partment that contributed 

to it,” Industrial Develop-ment Manager Peggy Fri-day said. “The document is 
a transparent idea of how 
taxpayer money is spent. I 
think it’s just a testimony 
to the council, the mayor, 
the city manager and the 
departments on how fis-cally responsible we really 

BY JEFF HELFRICHMANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — At 
its meeting Monday, the 
Rochelle City Council 
unanimously approved 
an ordinance to create an 
Illinois Finance Author-ity PACE area to allow 

for MightyVine to get 
financing for clean energy 
upgrades to its hydroponic 
greenhouse business.Through no cost to the 

city, the IFA PACE Program 
is available to any eligible 
commercial property that 
voluntarily requests the 
levy of a special assessment 
to secure the financing or 
refinancing of a qualified 
PACE Project. MightyVine 
CEO Sergio Gomez spoke 
during the meeting and 
thanked the city for its 
support since the business’s 
inception in 2016.

See CITY page 8

BY JEFF HELFRICHMANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — From 
the Heart will host its 15th 
annual gala and auction on 
Saturday, Feb. 4 at Flight 
Deck Bar & Grill starting 
at 6 p.m.

Proceeds raised at the 
event will equally benefit 
the eight area nonprofits 
that From the Heart works 
with: the Rochelle Area 
Community Foundation, 
HOPE of Ogle County, 
Rochelle Christian Food 
Pantry, Pegasus Special 
Riders, Hub City Senior 
Center, Shining Star Chil-dren’s Advocacy Center, 

CASA and FOCUS House. The event will include 
dinner, games, prizes and 
silent and live auction 
items. Last year, the event 
raised just over $68,000 
and $8,500 was donated 
to each nonprofit. Over 
the life of the gala, over 
$630,000 total has been 
raised. From the Heart 
President and Founder 
Dave Eckhardt said he 
hopes to raise $80,000 
this year.

“Back when we start-ed, it only benefited two 
groups along with Rotary,” 

City wins distinguished budget award

Fiegenschuh: ‘It feels good to be able to go above and beyond’

The City of Rochelle recently received notification that it received the 

Government Finance Officers Association Distinguished Budget Award for the 

third year in a row.  (PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
are and all of the things 
that we do in the course 
of the year.”Three years ago, the 

city received the award for 
the first time against long 
odds in its first attempt at 
it. The application required 
a year and a half of work 
gathering information and 
organization by Friday, 
Finance Director Chris 
Cardott and department 
heads.

Friday called the chanc-

es of receiving the award 
in a first attempt “nearly 
impossible” and said 1-5 
percent of municipalities 
have done it. “I looked at all of the 

other hundreds of winners 
and the best parts of each of 
them,” Friday said. “Chris 
goes through and makes 
sure all of the budgetary 
stuff is there. The first year 
was always the hardest. 
And then each year we add 
to it. The reviewers also 

send a list of comments. 
Things they think may be 
missing or things that we 
could maybe improve on. 
We take that as the template 
for the next year. There’s 
four categories and we’ve 
been proficient and high in 
probably 90 percent of the 
categories. It’s a testimony 
to our finance department, 
transparency and every-body that contributes.”
See AWARD page 2

Council approves ordinance

From the Heart gala scheduled Feb. 4

Founder Eckhardt: ‘It’s all been because of the community’

From the Heart will host its 15th annual gala and auction on Saturday, Feb. 4 at Flight Deck Bar & Grill starting 

at 6 p.m.

(NEWS-LEADER FILE PHOTO)

Eckhardt said. “Now we’re 
up to eight and that doesn’t 
include Rotary. When we 
started our goal was to raise 
$10,000 for each group. 
That’s why our goal is 
$80,000 this year, to give 
each group $10,000 once 

again.”
Eckhardt said 100 per-cent of proceeds benefit 

the nonprofits. He called 
it “amazing” to watch the 
event grow over 15 years.“Other events around us 

haven’t been able to sustain 

it like they used to, and 
that has worried us,” Eck-hardt said.” We’re a 501c3 

nonprofit now and weren’t 
when we started. We’ve 
grown and have been able 
to do that. It’s been nothing 
short of miraculous. And 

it’s all been because of the 
community. The best part 
is presenting those checks 
and helping our nonprofit 
groups. That’s my favorite 
part.”

See GALA page 3
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Kern said that a few 
years ago dry fall, winter 
and spring seasons caused 
problems for farmers. Ad-
equate moisture for spring 
planting is important for 
crop germination to get it 
off to a good start.

“We’re a long way 
from getting any planting 
done in mid or late April, 
if we’re lucky,” Kern said. 

“We have a ways to go. I 
haven’t seen any drought 
monitor maps lately, but 
I believe the last one I 
saw said we were sitting 
pretty well.”

As far as 2022 fall 
tillage and anhydrous am-
monia application work to 
prepare for spring 2023, 
Kern said less frost in the 
ground in the fall allowed 
most Ogle County farmers 
to do that work if they 

desired to.
Some farmers are now 

opting for split applica-
tions of anhydrous am-
monia in both the fall and 
the spring, Kern said. That 
input has been one that 
farmers have seen rise in 
price amid ongoing issues 
including inflation, higher 
fuel prices and supply 
chain disruptions.

“From what I under-
stand, I think a lot of the 

input costs have stabi-
lized,” Kern said. “I’m 
not going to say they’ve 
gone down that much, 
but they’re not rocketing 
up like they were last 
year and they’ve kind of 
evened out.”

Winter work for Ogle 
County grain farmers in-
cludes booking inputs for 
the next year and moving 
grain depending where it’s 
sold along with cleaning 

out grain bins and getting 
equipment ready.

For livestock farmers, 
winter work involves 
feeding cows, hogs or 
chickens and combating 
winter weather by doing 
things like keeping water 
from freezing.

“You’re probably fight-
ing a pretty sloppy feedlot 
most of the time,” Kern 
said. “I know some farm-
ers are starting to calve 

now. You have that to take 
care of if you’re a beef 
producer. You know, it’s 
winter and you just do the 
best that you can. Some 
people out there enjoy 
this time of year, but I 
don’t happen to be one 
of them. Particularly for 
livestock producers, this 
time of year can be a bit of 
a struggle in making sure 
that everything is operat-
ing the way it should be.”

On Jan. 30, Ogle County Farm Bureau Manager Ron Kern said that despite a recent substantial snowfall, county farmers are still short on normal snowfall levels of a 
typical year. Kern said that a few years ago dry fall, winter and spring seasons caused problems for farmers.  

(PHOTOS BY JEFF HELFRICH)

FARMING: Kern discusses lack of snowfall’s effect on farmers

ROCHELLE – North-
ern Rehab Physical Ther-
apy Specialists is pleased 
to announce scholarship 
applications are now 
being accepted for their 
annual Northern Rehab 
Health & Wellness Schol-
arship. 

The scholarship cri-
teria has expanded to 
Rochelle Township High 
School seniors that have 

participated in a sport or 
extracurricular activity in 
high school and will pur-
sue a career in healthcare. 
Applications are now 
available at the Rochelle 
Township High School 
Counselors Office, online 
at rthsd212.org and on 
Northern Rehab’s web-
site at https://northernre-
habpt.com/scholarships/. 

Completed applica-

tions are to be submitted 
to the athletic director 
by March 17, 2023. The 
scholarship recipient will 
be announced and award-
ed the scholarship at 
the RTHS 2023 Senior 
Awards Night.

This annual scholar-
ship has been awarded 
to RTHS seniors since 
2017. Past recipients in-
clude Christina Payton, 

Hannah Cruz, Alexander 
Harvey, Katherine Bak-
ken, Kaylee Brown, Ayah 
Sbeith and Madison Ost.

Northern Rehab, vot-
ed Ogle County’s Best 
Physical Therapists four 
consecutive years, is a 
physical therapist-owned 
and operated physical 
therapy practice that 
provides one-on-one, 
hands-on care combined 

with specific corrective 
therapeutic exercises that 
will correct physical 
impairments to allow a 
healthier, more active 
daily lifestyle. A doc-
tor’s prescription is not 
required for physical 
therapy, which means you 
can immediately begin 
treatment and start feeling 
better right away. You 
don’t need to live in pain. 

Choose Northern Rehab 
for your physical therapy 
care and stop letting pain 
control your life. 

For more informa-
tion about Northern Re-
hab please visit north-
ernrehabpt.com or call 
815.562.3299. Addition-
ally, you may find North-
ern Rehab on Facebook, 
Instagram, Twitter and 
LinkedIn.  

Northern Rehab scholarship applications now available for seniors
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From page 1

Stoller said he believes 
that the state is “focusing 
on the wrong things” and 
missing out on job growth 
and innovation.

“Crime is another 
example,” Stoller said. 
“Crime is rising and it 
seems we’re more inter-
ested in supporting crim-
inals than trying to reduce 
crime and enforce the laws 
and hold them accountable 
and help victims of crimes. 
Those are some of the 
things I have a passion 
to fight for. Economic 
growth and opportunity 
and our public safety.”

Among the bills Stoller 
plans to file in the future 
is one that looks to help 
communities with urban 
blight with a tax benefit 
for rehabilitation of older 
homes. He believes that 
could benefit Rochelle.

Stoller said his biggest 
legislative accomplish-
ment came in his first year 
with the passage of a bill 
that saved “significant 
dollars” for small busi-
nesses at no cost to the 
state by changing a state 
law to allow Illinois small 
businesses to opt into a 
federal tax cut.

“I was really happy to 

run that bill in a biparti-
san way,” Stoller said. “I 
had 14 Democrats and 17 
Republicans co-sponsor 
my bill and Gov. Pritzker 
signed it into law. Now 
400,000 small business 
owners across the state 
are saving thousands of 
dollars on their federal 
taxes because of that. I feel 
pretty good about that.”

Stoller pointed out 
a recent bill during the 
state’s lame-duck legis-
lative session that will 
apply to Rochelle. House 
Bill 4412 was approved 
during that session and 
recently signed by the 
governor. The legislation 
strips local control from 
counties and municipal-
ities for wind and solar 
farm developments. 

Stoller is against the 
legislation and plans to file 
a bill that would exempt 
enterprise zones such as 
the local Lee-Ogle Enter-
prise Zone from its effects. 
Enterprise zones are put in 
place to encourage local 
developments.

“Now the state, in 
all its wisdom, says it’s 
going to take away local 
control and make it very 
easy for wind farms to be 
located anywhere in the 
state up to 150 feet from a 

residential home,” Stoller 
said. “Now, all that work 
on enterprise zones could 
be for nothing if a wind 
farm can now come in 
and take up all the space 
that was intended for 
industrial manufacturing 
and good, permanent 
job-type opportunities. If 
we’re successful, we can 
be sure that the Lee-Ogle 
Enterprise Zone here will 
be used as it was intended 
after all that money has 
been invested in it to get 
it ready for opportunities.”

Stoller recently wrote a 
letter to Pritzker and used 
Rochelle and the Lee-Ogle 
Enterprise Zone as an 
example. 

“We haven’t heard a 
response yet,” Stoller 
said. “We specifically 
mentioned what’s going 
on here.”

Stoller will be opening 
a new office in Dixon to 
be available for the area 
at 121 E. 1st St. 

“We want the commu-
nity to know we’ll have 
someone there,” Dixie 
Zietlow, Stoller’s chief 
of staff, said. “We also 
have offices in Geneseo, 
Peoria and Springfield. 
We’re very available and 
people can reach out to us 
at any time.”

STOLLER: New state 
senator visits Rochelle

New State Sen. Win Stoller is a lifelong resident of Germantown Hills near Peoria. 
He’s served as state senator since 2021. 

(COURTESY PHOTO)

IOWA CITY, Iowa — 
Sean Gilliland of Aurora, 
son of Michelle (Forrest) 
Gilliland and Chad Gillil-
and, was recently named to 
the dean’s list for fall 2022 
at the University of Iowa. 

Sean is a first-year student 
in Iowa’s Tippie College of 
Business and is majoring in 
business direct admission. 

Dean’s list status was 
earned by 32 percent of 
the 7,500 first-year under-

graduates during the fall 
semester at Iowa. A GPA of 
3.5 or higher out of 4.0 in the 
Tippie College of Business 
and at least nine semester 
hours are required for in-
clusion on the dean’s list.

Gilliland named to Iowa 
dean’s list for fall 2022

From page 1

“In my 16 years in 
the profession, I’ve ex-
perienced a tremendous 
amount of joy as I’ve 
grown alongside the stu-
dents in my classroom 
and the colleagues in my 
building,” Radostits said. 
“I love being Ms. Rad. And 
I love wearing every hat 
that comes with that role. 
I’m so incredibly proud of 
the work done in schools 
here and across the state. 
At the onset of the pan-
demic, we were all asked 
to do the unimaginable. 
Here we are three years 
later, and I can confidently 
say that we have grown, 
we are stronger and we 
have proven time and time 
again that we are capable 
of amazing things.”

Radostits has spent the 
past year as Illinois Teacher 
of the Year on a state-spon-
sored sabbatical, speaking 
at conferences and visiting 
schools across the state to 
share information about 
her work at OJSHS. 

Radostits’ accomplish-
ments at OJSHS have 
included developing a 
program called Hawks 
Take Flight, which uses 
evidence-based metrics 
to identify eighth and 
ninth grade students most 
at risk of not graduating 
on time. The program 
pairs these students with a 
mentor and provides per-
sonalized, data-informed, 
relationship-based support 
through weekly check-ins, 
goal setting and feedback. 
The Hawks Take Flight 
program “drastically” 
decreased the number of 
Fs earned by OJSHS ninth 
graders and increased 

graduation rates.
“In the five years we 

have worked together I 
have watched often in 
awe of the relationships 
and care that Ms. Rad has 
exemplified with some 
of the most challenged 
students at OJSHS,” Dr. 
Heidi Deininger, OJSHS 
principal, said. “These 
relationships have resulted 
in high school diplomas 
for students that had very 
little belief in themselves 
and were convinced they 
would never make it.” 

OJSHS student Alyssa 
Leary spoke during the 
press conference about 
when she was a freshman 
during the height of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
She said during that time, 
Radostits went “above 
and beyond” to make sure 
remote learning was still 
engaging and beneficial. 

“She did everything in 
her power to make sure 
that we were getting the 
most out of the experience 
that we could,” Leary said. 
“I couldn’t have gotten 
through freshman year 
without her help. Her sup-
port didn’t end then. Her 
lasting effect carried with 
me and my classmates all 
throughout the rest of high 
school. Every time I see 
her, she checks in with me 
to see how I’m doing. She 
cares so deeply that each 
little check in with her 
students truly brightens 
her day.”

Illinois State Superin-
tendent of Education Dr. 
Carmen Ayala attended the 
press conference Jan. 25 
to congratulate Radostits, 
who she chose as 2022 Il-
linois Teacher of the Year. 
The national teacher of the 

year has not been from 
Illinois since 1968. 

Ayala said being a 
national finalist speaks 
volumes about Radostits 
and the impact she’s had 
at OJSHS. 

“I was struck by her ac-
complishments and contri-
butions inside and outside 
of the classroom,” Ayala 
said. “More importantly, I 
was struck by her message 
that teaching is fundamen-
tally about relationships 
and students need to know 
that we care before they’ll 
care about what we know. 
She’s used her time this 
past year to spread the 
message that every student 
can learn, and that when 
we invest in relationships 
with our students and their 
families, they feel more 
connected to the school 
and the content we’re 
teaching.”

Radostits called the past 
year “incredibly inspiring” 
as she’s been able to con-
nect with educators and as-
piring educators across the 
state. But she misses being 
in the classroom with her 
students at OJSHS. 

“With this new honor 
comes a mixed bag of 
emotions for me,” Ra-
dostits said. “I’m excited 
to have the opportunity 
to continue to make con-
nections with people all 
across the United States. I 
want to continue to do that 
on behalf of my students 
and colleagues. If you’re 
listening to me right now, 
take the time to thank a 
teacher. Today and every 
day they’re making sure 
the future of this nation is 
bright by investing in the 
students we have in our 
classrooms.”

RADOSTITS: Oregon teacher 
nominated for national award
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Any arrests listed in this 
paper are merely charges 
and the defendants are 

presumed innocent unless 
proven guilty in a court 

of law. Please note that all 
police reports received 

from the Rochelle Police, 

the Ogle County Sheriff’s 
Department and the 

Illinois State Police, will be 
printed without exception. 
Requests to omit particular 

reports will not be 
considered or honored at 

any time.

REPORT POLICY

ROCHELLE — Bar-
bara Jean Bearrows, 72, 
passed away Thursday, 
Feb. 2 at OSF St. Anthony 
Medical Center in Rock-
ford. Barb was born on 
July 10, 1950 to Jean B. 
and Dorothy M. (Nawal-
aniec) Hutson in Wood-
stock, Illinois. On June 
19, 1971, she married Paul 
Bearrows in Rochelle.  

Barb was a member 
of the First Presbyteri-
an Church of Rochelle 
where she had served as 
a Deacon. She was also 
very active in Tres Dias 
for many years. Barb was 
a member of the Wom-
en of the Moose Lodge 
903 and the Academy of 
Friendship.

Barb is survived by 
her husband of 51 years, 
Paul of Rochelle; her son, 
Matthew Bearrows of 
Rochelle; two brothers, 
Craig Hutson of Scha-
umburg, Illinois and Mi-
chael (Jennifer) Hutson 
of Winnebago; and sister, 
Pat Kromrie of Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma.

Barb was preceded in 
death by her daughter, 
Diana Jean in 1974 and 
her sister, Diane Johnson 
in 2020.

The visitation will be 
from 9-11 a.m., Tuesday, 
Feb. 7 at the First Presby-
terian Church, 1100 Calvin 
Road, Rochelle. The me-
morial service will follow 
at 11 a.m. with Pastor 

Doug Forsberg officiat-
ing. Burial will be at Trin-
ity Memory Gardens in 
Rochelle. Memorials may 
be made in Barb’s memory 
to the First Presbyteri-
an Church or to Moose 
Charities, write Donor’s 
Circle in the memo, which 
will go to the support of 
Mooseheart. Visit www.
ungerhorner.com to sign 
the online guest book.

ROCHELLE — We 
give thanks for a life well 
lived and the peaceful 
passing of a beautiful 
woman. Joanna “Jo” Hen-
ze, 88, passed from this life 
to the next on Tuesday, Jan. 
31. She was tenderly cared 
for by her loyal and loving 
husband, John Henze, for 
67 years of marriage.

Jo was a wonderful 
wife, mother, friend and 
servant of our Lord, who 
spent her life giving to 
others, especially with 
her gifts of faith, hope, 
love and joy. She often 
said, “The gift is in the 
gathering,” and few things 
made her happier than 
to have a pile of shoes 
at the door because it 
meant a celebration was 
at hand. Her most joyful 
times were gathering as 
one big Henze clan to cel-
ebrate birthdays, holidays, 
blueberry fests and sitting 
near the bandshell to listen 

to 4th of July songs, while 
watching fireworks light 
up the sky.  

She was a steady pres-
ence in church choirs at 
St. John the Evangelist 
(Streamwood, Illinois), St. 
Patrick’s (Rochelle) and 
St. Mary’s (Oregon). Her 
love of music brought joy 
to many late in life as she 
sang alongside John play-
ing on the clarinet for se-
niors in nursing facilities. 

Joanna was an only 
child. but left behind a 
legacy of life including 
her husband John, six 
children: the late Debbie 
(Ron) Wisser, Cathy (Jeff) 
Warren, Linda (Fred) 
Sadaghyani, Mark (Re-
becca) Henze, Diane (Jon) 
Lineback and David (Lau-
ra) Henze. Joanna was 
blessed with 20 grand-
children and 16 great 
grandchildren; sister and 
brother-in-law, Jane and 
Robert Ruf, nephews: 

Greg and Steve, and niece, 
Jennifer.

The visitation will 
be from 2-5 p.m. Sunday 
Feb. 5 at the Unger-Ho-
mer Funeral Home, 400 
N. 6th St., Rochelle. The 
funeral service will be 
held at 10:30 a.m. Monday, 
Feb. 6 at St. Patrick Cath-
olic Church, 236 Kelley 
Drive, Rochelle. Fr. Jason 
Hyunh celebrating the 
Mass. Memorials may be 
made in Jo’s memory to 
a charity of the donor’s 
choice. 

Visit www.ungerhorn-
er.com to sign the online 
guest book.

ROCHELLE — Fran-
cis G. (Bud) Yeager, 86, 
of Rochelle passed away 
on Thursday, Jan. 26 at 
home, one day after his 
86th birthday on Jan. 25. 
He was born to Francis 
and Loretta Yeager in 
Chicago.

Bud loved spending 
time with his family. He 
also has a cat called Trixie 
who followed him around 
and will miss him. He 
spent time with the Hub 
City Cruisers because he 
had always loved cars 
since he was a little boy. 
He was the proud owner 

of several MGs.
He belonged to the 

Loyal Order of the Moose 
and was a lifetime member 
of the Rochelle Moose 
Lodge, where he served 
as trustee.

Bud is survived by his 
beloved sisters, Arlene 
and Carol Ann. He also 
has a niece, Denise, who 
along with her husband 
Fred Reisinger, took care 
of him. He has three grown 
children, seven grand-
children and four great 
grandchildren.

Cremation services 
will be provided by Bev-

erage-Lyons Family Fu-
neral Home. A memorial 
service will follow in the 
near future. Donations 
may be made to Rochelle 
Moose Lodge in his name. 

Online condolences 
may be made at www.bev-
eragelyonsfamilyfh.com 

Obituaries

Barbara Jean Bearrows

Joanna ‘Jo’ Henze

Francis G. (Bud) Yeager

ROCHELLE — On 
Feb. 1, Joshua A. Mar-
coux, 20, of Rochelle was 
arrested on an outstanding 
Ogle County warrant and 
transferred.

On Feb. 1, Kayliegh F. 
Doughery, 25, of Dixon 
was cited for speeding. She 
signed a promise to comply 

and was given a March 17 
Rochelle court date.

On Feb. 1, Miranda R. 
Garcia, 29, of Rochelle 
was arrested for domestic 
battery and transferred. 

On Feb. 2, Manuel 
Sigales, 81, of Rochelle 
was cited for improper 
lane usage. He signed a 

promise to comply and was 
given a March 17 Rochelle 
court date.

On Feb. 2, Susan A. 
Andracke, 74, of Rochelle 
was cited for improper 
lane usage. She signed a 
promise to comply and was 
given a March 17 Rochelle 
court date.

OREGON — On Jan. 
31 at approximately 2:53 
a.m. deputies attempted 
to catch up to a vehicle 
to conduct a traffic stop 
for an equipment viola-
tion while in the 3,000 
block of South Lowden 
Road and the vehicle, a 
gray Mazda, sped off at a 
high rate of speed. Depu-
ties observed the vehicle 
traveling at speeds of over 
100 miles per hour while 
trying to gain distance 
on the vehicle. Deputies 
temporarily lost sight 
of the vehicle, before 
locating it crashed at the 
intersection of Lowden 
and Naylor Roads just 
into Lee County. After a 
short foot track, Deputies 
located the driver, Cody 
Lorenzen, 31, of Dixon, 
who sustained injuries 
during the crash. Loren-
zen was then transported 
to the KSB Hospital by 
Franklin Grove EMS for 

serious injuries. Lorenzen 
was issued citations for 
an equipment violation, 
speeding over 35 miles 
per hour, reckless driving, 
operating an uninsured 
vehicle and driving while 
license suspended. Loren-
zen was released on an 
I-Bond at the hospital and 
given a future court date. 

On Feb. 1, deputies, 
along with Stillman Valley 
EMS, Lynn-Scott-Rock 
EMS and Byron EMS, 
responded to the 10,000 
block of East Illinois 
Route 72 for the report 
of a three-vehicle acci-
dent. During an initial 
investigation, deputies 
discovered a Jeep Wran-
gler, driven by Harvey 
Pollock, 18, of Davis 
Junction, had crossed the 
centerline entering the 
westbound lane of traffic. 
Pollock’s vehicle struck 
an Ogle County Highway 
plow truck operated by 

Jeffery Yount, 59, of Mt. 
Morris, and a Ford Fusion 
operated by a 16-year-old 
male juvenile. Stillman 
Valley EMS transport-
ed Pollock to Swedish 
American Hospital for 
non-life-threatening in-
juries. Lynn-Scott-Rock 
EMS transported Yount 
to Rochelle Community 
Hospital for possible 
injuries. The male juve-
nile was uninjured in the 
collision. This accident re-
mains under investigation. 

On Feb. 1 at 9:16 p.m. 
deputies conducted a traf-
fic stop in the 800 block 
of North Illinois Route 
251. As a result, Cristian 
D. Villa, 21, of Davis 
Junction, was arrested for 
no valid driver’s license. 
Villa was released on an 
I-Bond with a court date 
to appear.

All individuals are 
considered innocent until 
proven guilty.

Rochelle Police Department

Officers make arrests

Ogle County Sheriff’s Department

Deputies respond to 
three-vehicle accident

BY LYNETTE RICE
DEADLINE

SEATTLE — Jeff 
Tobler, a 1999 Rochelle 
Township High School 
graduate and Array’s chief 
marketing officer, is join-
ing Expedia Group as head 
of global media relations. 
He will be responsible for 
leading communications 
strategy for the Expedia 
Brands, including Expe-
dia, VRBO and Hotels.
com. 

“We are thrilled to 
welcome Jeff to the Ex-
pedia Group team,” Lauri 
Metrose, SVP, Expedia, 
communications, social 
Media and influencers, 
said. “I have had the plea-
sure of knowing Jeff for a 
long time and I could not 
be more excited to have 
him join the team. His 
extensive experience and 
innovative approach to 
media relations will great-
ly enhance our already 
exceptional communica-
tions team as we embark 

on a dynamic year ahead 
at Expedia Group. We are 
excited for him to bring his 
talents to our organization 
and help us continue to tell 
impactful stories.” 

Tobler is a 2003 grad-
uate of Columbia College 
in Chicago with a degree 
in public relations. For 
the last two years, He was 
responsible for marketing, 
press, social media, brand 
partnerships and promo-
tions strategy for Ava 
DuVernay’s award-win-
ning narrative change 
collective. One of his 
accomplishments while 
at Array included creating 
a partnership with Ben & 
Jerry’s, which marked the 
first time a Black woman 
has appeared on a pint of 
their ice cream. The flavor 
is called “Lights! Caramel! 
Action! Directed By Ava 
DuVernay,” with proceeds 
benefitting Array Alliance 
to further create equitable 
systems in the entertain-
ment industry. The flavor 
is currently rolling out to 
freezers and Ben & Jerry’s 
scoop shops around the 
country.

In addition, Tobler 
helped to create a partner-
ship with JetBlue to feature 
an exclusive in-flight Array 
pop-up channel. In total, 12 
Array films appear, with 
an opening video by Du-
Vernay. He also managed 
the final-season press cam-
paign strategy for DuVer-
nay’s Queen Sugar, now 

the longest-running Black 
family drama created by 
a Black woman creator in 
TV history, including the 
historic all-women direc-
torial lineup conversation 
& celebration at the DGA 
in September.

Tobler joined Array af-
ter a decade at Warner Bros 
Worldwide TV. In that role 
as SVP, he oversaw global 
publicity, communications 
and social media for script-
ed programming, as well 
as strategic business and 
crisis communications. 
Earlier in his career, he 
worked at The CW, The 
WB and NBC.

“Having grown up on 
a farm in Illinois, I’m 
grateful to have spent the 
past 20 years working with 
and learning from some of 
the top and most talented 
filmmakers in Hollywood 
including Ava DuVernay, 
Chuck Lorre and Greg Ber-
lanti,” Tobler said. “I be-
lieve that every experience 
leads to new opportunities 
and as an avid traveler, I’m 
excited to embark on my 
next adventure at Expedia 
Group with Lauri. I look 
forward to working along-
side their impressive team 
and bringing my passion 
for entertainment and 
storytelling to the travel 
tech industry.” 

Tobler is a member of 
the Television Academy’s 
Public Relations Peer 
Group Executive Com-
mittee.

RTHS grad Tobler joins Expedia Group 
as head of global media relations

Jeff Tobler, a 1999 Rochelle Township High School graduate and Array’s chief 
marketing officer, is joining Expedia Group as head of global media relations. He 
will be responsible for leading communications strategy for the Expedia Brands, 
including Expedia, VRBO and Hotels.com.

(PHOTO BY KIM DIVINE)
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Ashton Bible Church, corner of Main and Paddock 
in Ashton. Pastor Farrel Stauffer, church phone is 
(815)453-2190, church website www.ashtonbible.
org0. Sunday School for all ages 9:00-10:00am, 
Morning Worship 10:15am, Wednesday Prayer 
Meeting/Bible Study 6:30-8:00pm.

The Bridge Church, Pastor Greg Duncan, 11038 
E. IL Route 38, Rochelle, IL 61068. Phone: 815-
562-7750. Sunday School: 9:00 am; Sunday Service: 
10:00 am; Nursery & Children’s ministry during 
am service; Bible Study Tuesday 10:00 am and 
Wednesday 7:00 pm.  Web: thebridgechurchrochelle.
com Email: thebridgechurchrochelle@gmail.com

Calvary Lighthouse Church, Assemblies of 
God, Senior Pastor, Dr. James Horvath. 14409 
Hemstock Rd., Rochelle. Sunday Morning: 
Sunday Worship & Children’s Church 10:00 A.M., 
Wednesday Evening  7:00 P.M. – Adult Teaching, 
Missionettes & Royal Rangers Childrens Classes, 
Nursery available for all services. HE-Brews Cafe 
is open before and after services. For further 
information, please call the CLC office at 815-562-
7701, or email us at staff@calvarylighthouse.com

Calvary Lutheran Church, LCMC -  “To Know 
Christ and to Proclaim Christ in Word and Deed” 
-19 Perry Road, Lee, IL 60530 (the intersection of 
Perry Road and W. County Line Road). Rev. Martha 
Uecker Nelson, Pastor. Coffee Hour starts at 9:00 
a.m., Sunday School, Confirmation, and Adult 
Bible Study are at 9:15 a.m. Worship is at 10:30 
a.m. and is broadcast live on Facebook. Go to our 
website is at www.Calvarychurchlee.org and click 
on the link there. A Grief Support Group meets 
the third Tuesday of each month at 10:00 a.m. Call 
or text (815) 824-2825 or email CalvaryLeeIL@
gmail.com with questions or for more information. 
Also check us out at www.facebook.com/Calvary-
Lutheran-Church.

Rochelle Church of Christ, Keeping Christ at 
the center in the Hub City. We meet Sundays at 
9:00am for Bible Study and 10:00am for worship. 
We also have a Wednesday Bible Study at 7:00pm. 
206 Erickson Rd, Rochelle, IL 61068. You can 
call us at (815) 562-6572 or visit us on the web at 
rochellechurch.com. We also have a radio program 
Sundays just after 8am on WRHL 1060AM. 
Minister Dominic Venuso.

Creston United Methodist Church and Steward 
United Methodist Church - Rev. Ilhan You, 
Creston: 126 West South Street, P.O. Box 209, 
Creston, Illinois 60113. Sunday morning worship 
9:00am. Coffee fellowship at 10:15am. Steward: 
507 Main Street, P.O. Box 80, Steward, IL 60553. 
Adult Sunday School, 10:00am. Sunday morning 
worship and Children’s Sunday School 11:00am. 
Contact the church office at 847-730-4370 for 
more information. facebook.comcrestonumcil 
faccebook.com/stewardilumc

Elim Reformed Church, 140 S. Church Road, 
Kings, IL 61068. Phone: 815-562-6811. Email 
goelimchurch@gmail.com Website www.
goelimchurch.org Sunday Morning Worship 10:00 
Rev. Marv Jacobs

Faith Lutheran Church –  (14206 E. Flagg Rd.) – 
“Making Christ Known Through Lives of Faith.” In-
person worship is available each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. 
or online at “Faith Lutheran Social” on YouTube. 
Worship resources are also available on our Facebook 
page - ‘Faith Lutheran Church ELCA.’ You may also 
e-mail Pastor Joy Alsop at Pastor@faithlcrochelle.org 
for more information. All are welcome to join us!

First Baptist Church of Rochelle, First Baptist 
Church of Rochelle invites you to experience 
our practical Bible services which have nurseries 
provided in every service along with a wide range 
of children’s and teen ministries.  Sunday School 
is at 9:30 am with regular church services at 10:30 
am and 6:00 pm.  Wednesday Family Night starts 
at 6:30 pm with AWANA for the 5 yr. olds thru 
6th grade.  The Omega Teen Ministry also starts at 
6:30 pm for 7th – 12th grades and the Adult Bible 
Study at 7:00 pm.  First Baptist Church is located 6 
blocks west of Hwy 251 at the corner of Woolf Ct. 
and 8th Ave. in Rochelle.  Call 562-4168 for more 
information .  Listen at 11:00 am Sunday mornings 
on WRHL 1060 AM for the Sunday morning “Bible 
Message.” www.firstbaptistrochelle.org

First General Baptist Church, 500 S. 12th 
St, Rochelle.   Phone: 815-562-5221. Email: 
fgbcrochelle@gmail.com.Website: www.
fgbcrochelle.org. Facebook: www.facebook.com/
fgbcrochelle.Pastor:   Rev. Angelo Bonacquisti. 
Sunday worship services: 8:30 am, 11:15 am 
and 6:00 pm.  Sunday school:  10:00 am. We’d be 
honored to have you join us as we worship JESUS 
and continue to grow in truth and love for God 
and each other.  A nursery, children’s church, youth 
group and small groups are available.  If you need 
a ride please contact our church bus driver, John, 
at (815) 262-4275 by 8:30 am on Sunday. “For if 
you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and 
believe in your heart that God raised him from the 
dead, you will be saved.” Romans 10:9

First Presbyterian Church – An Amazing Place 
for Amazing Grace- Rev. Doug Forsberg, Senior 
Pastor. 1100 Calvin Road, Rochelle.  Email: info@
placeforgrace.com.  Sunday morning worship 
9:00am & 11:00am. In person or streamed 
online. On our Website and Facebook Live.  
www.placeforgrace.com / www.facebook.com/
placeforgrace

Grace Fellowship Church  — Pastor Jeff Ardissone, 
2128 Il Route 38, Ashton, 815-453-7464. Sunday 
School 8:30 a.m. Sunday Worship Service 9:45 a.m. 
www.graceisforyou.com

Harvest Baptist Church 241 Scott Ave. (Hillcrest). 
Rev. Duane Boehm, pastor. Email duane712@
hotmail.com, cell 815-757-3427. Visit us on 
Facebook! Service times: Sunday morning worship 
with Children’s Church at 10 am. Wednesday night 
worship at 7 pm. 

Immanuel Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 
16060 E. Lindenwood Road, Lindenwood, IL 61049. 
Rev. Dr. Matthew Rosebrock. Church Phone 393-
4500. Church Worship 9:00 a.m. Sunday School 
Christian Education Hour at 10:30   a.m.

Living Water Community Church  405 N. Main St, 
Downtown Rochelle. Phone 815-561-6249, Website: 
www.lwccr.com, Like us on Facebook. We are Non-
Denominational, Christ Centered, Casual dress, Christ 
Centered Live Band Worship. Chris Bender- Teaching 
Pastor, Brent Braski- Administrative Pastor, Adrian 
Daugherty- Lead Worshipper, Joe Mortimer- Youth 
Director, Amanda Barnes- Office Manager. Sunday 
Worship Service- 10:00am. Nursery/Toddlers Ages 
0-5 available during the service in the Splash building. 
Swim- Grades 1st-5th worship with the adults then 
break out for age appropriate teaching. Youth groups, 
Small groups, Life Groups and Workshops meet 
throughout the year for Bible teaching. 7C’s Mission- 
serves the community physically & spiritually each 
month from 1135 Lincoln Hwy, providing lightly used 
clothing, Hygiene items, a light lunch and Elder Prayer 
open the second Saturday from 10am-2pm and the 4th 
Thursday from 4pm to 7:00pm and by appointment..  

  

New Hope Fellowship (Church of God - 

Anderson, IN), 1501 10th Ave., Rochelle, IL 61068. 

Service: Sunday at 9 a.m. 10:30 a.m., (815)561-

8400, www.NHFchurch.net Pastor: Dan Sergeant 

and Pastor Nick Tornabene.  (Classes for children 

through age fifth grade during service.)

Rochelle United Methodist Church invites 

everyone to come and hear the good news that 

YOU are Beloved by God!  In February, our 

worship continues with the theme of “Beloved!” 

as we hear the messages of God’s love from the 

scriptures. On February 5 we are delighted to have 

the Reverend Dr. Norma Lee Kerns Barnhart as 

our guest preacher and will celebrate communion.  

On February 12 we will hear about the message of 

God’s love for all of the world. On February 19 the 

message comes from the letter of 1 John, chapter 4 

to help us understand the circle of love that begins 

with God and moves through us. Everyone is always 

welcome to all of our services. Sunday worship is 

at 9:00 am with Sunday School for children after 

the Children’s Message. Recorded services are 

available on our YouTube channel and our website 

at www.rochelleumc.com. Our services are on 

the radio (93.5 FM) on Sunday mornings at 9:00 

am.  Our Facebook page is www.facebook.com/

rochelleumc.  Rev. Dr. Katherine Thomas Paisley, 

Pastor. 709 Fourth Ave. (815) 562-2164. admin@

rochelleumc.com. Everyone is welcome and loved!

St. Patrick Catholic Church Rev. Jesus 

Dominguez; Deacon Fermin Garcia; Deacon 

George Schramm; 244 Kelley Dr. (Corner of 

Kelley & Caron Rd.), PO Box 329, Rochelle, IL 

61068. Office Hours: 9:00 AM- 4PM Monday-

Thursday, Phone: 815-562-2370. Mass times: 8:00 

AM Monday-Thursday, Saturday Vigil Mass 5:00 

PM English, 7PM Spanish, Sunday Mass 7:30 AM, 

9:00 AM in English and 11:00 AM in Spanish. 

Confessions: Monday 8:30AM & 6:30PM, 

Tuesday 8:30AM, Saturday 8:30am & 4:00-4:45 

PM Or by appointment. Religious Education: 

Deacon George Schramm, Director of Religious 

Education. 903 Caron Road, Rochelle, IL 61068, 

815-561-0079; Website: stpatricksrochelle.com 

Email: stpatrick-rochelle@rockforddiocese.org 

Facebook.com/StPatrickRochelle

St. Paul Lutheran Church “Building Relationships 

in Christ, Now and Forever!” Pastor-Rev. Greg 

Hoffmann, Steven Hall, Principal, Parish Nurse-

Marcia Schnorr. 1415 Tenth Ave., Rochelle. 

Church Office-562-2744. Worship times: 6:00 p.m. 

Saturday, 9:00 a.m. Sunday. Our service is broadcast 

over WRHL 1060AM at 10:00 a.m. Sunday. Sunday 

School 10:15-11:15 a.m.  Call 562-6323 for more 

information about the school.

CHURCH DIRECTORY

ROCHELLE — On 
Saturday, Jan. 28 the Ro-
chelle Township High 
School speech team com-
peted in the Rockford 
Jefferson Invitational. The 
Hubs finished in third 
place with the following 
individuals earning finalist 
honors:

Varsity division – First 
place: Z Brizuela Dramatic 
Interpretation, Bella Nau-
man Oratorical Declama-
tion and Aiden Ramsey 
Radio Speaking. Second 
place: Z Brizuela Orator-
ical Declamation, Paul 
Swartz Extemporaneous 
Speaking, Paul Swartz 
Informative Speaking and 
Karma Lidren Humor-
ous Interpretation. Third 
place: Bella Nauman Or-
atory and Karma Lidren 

Original Comedy. Fourth 
place:  Vi Hull Prose Read-
ing. Fifth place: Bobbie 
Henning Original Com-
edy. Sixth place: Bobbie 
Henning Humorous Inter-
pretation, Ashes Glover 
Poetry Reading and Lucas 
Smardo Radio Speaking.

Next-in division – First 
place: Pigeon Burgholzer/
Brooklyn Hull Humor-
ous Duet Acting and Vi 
Hull Special Occasion 
Speaking. Second place: 
Faith Adams Informative 
Speaking. Third place: 
Sienna Seebach Original 
Comedy, Brooklyn Hull 
Dramatic Interpretation 
and Aiden Ramsey Im-
promptu Speaking. Fifth 
place: Jimmy Chavez Ex-
temporaneous Speaking, 
Hailey Bunger/Alayna 

Smardo Humorous Duet 
Acting, Hailey Bunger 
Prose Reading and William 
Wise Informative Speak-
ing. Sixth place: Sienna 
Seebach Humorous Inter-
pretation and William Wise 
Impromptu Speaking.

Novice division – Sec-
ond place: Alayna Smardo 
Oratorical Declamation.

Speaker of the week was 
Bella Nauman. On Feb. 4, 
RTHS will host the Region-
al Speech Tournament.

Math Team
At the Interstate 8 

Mathematics contest, the 
Rochelle Township High 
School team earned a third-
place finish due to some 
admirable performances. 
Hub seniors lead the I-8 
conference in trigonomet-

ric application.
Trigonometry is the 

branch of mathematics that 
deals with the relationship 
of sides with angles in a 
triangle. Trigonometry 
is used to determine the 
heights of mountains and 
towers or the distance be-
tween stars or planets and 
is widely used in physics, 
architecture, and GPS 
navigation systems. 

Trigonometry is found 
in everything from ar-
chitecture to zigzag scis-
sors. Think that trig is 
never used outside of the 
classroom? You may be 
surprised to learn just how 
often trigonometry and its 
applications are encoun-
tered in the real world. 
https://sciencing.com/re-
al-life-applications-trigo-

nometry-7769833.html
Check out the Confer-

ence Math Tourney results:
First place - Trigo-

nometric Applications: 
seniors John Green, Casa-
ndra Garcia, Tommy Kozi-
ol and Avery Auld. Areas: 
sophomores Drake Ramos, 
Alice Drobick, Lilly Dro-
bick, Manny Cruz, Lucas 
Smardo and Noah LeFevre. 
Fresh/soph eight-person 
team: Lilly Drobick, Noah 
LeFevre, Alice Drobick, 
Lucas Smardo, Annaliese, 
Koziol, Bobbie Henning 
and Mark Green.

Second place - Calcu-
lator team: John Green, 
Aiden Ramsey, Manny 
Cruz, Drake Ramos and 
Bobbie Henning. Circles: 
sophomores Noah LeFe-
vre, Manny Cruz, Drake 

Ramos and Lucas Smar-
do. Probability - Seniors 
Tommy Koziol, David 
Wanner, John Green and 
Avery Auld. Logarithmic 
and exponential functions: 
junior Aiden Ramsey.

Third place - Linear 
inequalities: freshmen An-
naliese Koziol and Mark 
Green. Quadratic equa-
tions: juniors Aiden Ram-
sey and Jimmy Chavez. 
Geometry and trigonom-
etry of a right triangle:  
juniors Aiden Ramsey and 
Jimmy Chavez. Junior/
senior eight-person team: 
Casandra Garcia, David 
Wanner, Tommy Kozi-
ol, Avery Auld, Jimmy 
Chavez and Aiden Ramsey.

The Rochelle math 
team is coached by Mike 
Fonfara.

RTHS speakers earn 14 top-3 finishes at Jefferson
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LOCAL VIEWS
Guest column

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages responsible 
letters to the editor on subjects of interest to our readers. 

Editing may be necessary for space, clarity or to avoid 
obscenity or libel, but ideas will not be altered. All letters 

must bear the handwritten signature of the writer and 
include address and phone number or e-mail address 

for verification purposes. Neither the street address nor 
phone number will be printed. Letters should be typed 

or legibly handwritten, and no anonymous letters will be 
published. Any letters from boards or organizations must 
include at least one name of an individual. Any criticism of 
public officials should be limited to issues related strictly 

to their position or actions made in office, as personal 
attacks will not be published. Letters involving private 
disputes between the writer and a business will not be 

published. Political endorsements will be published, 

however letters  rom candidates endorsing themselves 
will not be printed. Letters may be dropped at the 

News-Leader office (211 IL Route 38 East), mailed to the 
News-Leader (P.O. Box 46, Rochelle, IL 61068) or e-mailed 

(news@rochellenews-leader.com.) The News-Leader 
reserves the right to edit or reject any letter to the editor 
for any reason, and letters chosen for publication do not 

necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

IL Sen. Brian Stewart
M104A State House
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0180

U.S. Con. Adam 
Kinzinger
1218 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-3635

* Denotes Chairman/President

IL Rep. Tom Demmer
314 Capitol
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

Richard
Guebert Jr.

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes  bhayes@rochelleil.us
Rosaelia Arteaga  rarteaga@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                       dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
John Gruben  jgruben@rochelleil.us

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Dave Casey  dcillini94@gmail.com
Steve Builta  sbuilta@gmail.com
Ashley Jackson                      ajackson@d231.rochelle.net
Stephanie White                        swhite@d231.rochelle.net
Eric Van Hise  eric.vanhise@gmail.com
Trisha Vaughn                                      jrvtlv02@msn.com
Javier Zepeda  jzepeda@rthsd212.org

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Carol Hayenga  carol.hayenga@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas  bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Jacky Aguilera jacky.aguilera@rths212.org
Jeff Tilton  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Bobby Chadwick bobby.chadwick@rthsd212.org
Brian VanVickle                  brian.vanvickle@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board

Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodie Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Lloyd Droege  ldroege@oglecounty.org
Dan Miller  dmiller@oglecounty.org
Greg Sparrow  gsparrow@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Bruce McKinney bmckinney@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney  skenney@oglecounty.org
David Williams  dwilliams@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
Wayne Williams jwdw13@yahoo.com
Jennifer Payton  
*Tom Byro  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Steve Katzman  skatzman@essex1.com
Mike Kerns  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Mark Hibshman  
Curt Ward  caward92@comcast.net

Hillcrest Village Board
*Randy Salsbury  rsalsbury@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pittman  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Dan Potter dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Richard Rhoads  rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball  tball@hillcrestil.us
Renee Kerwin  rkerwin@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
*Bob Withrow  flaggtwp@rochelle.net
Joanna Patrick  flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
Susan Rothenberger assessor@rochelle.net
Scott Seebach  scottseebach@gmail.com
Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle  noggle62@gmail.com
Eric Gruben  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hagar  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
*Jaqueline Dickow dickow@comcast.net
Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net
Michael Scanlan scanlan@comcast.net
Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip          doobs12@comcast.net

AS snow blan-
kets our frozen 
fields, winter 

is a time of reflection for 
farmers. What worked 
well, what could we do 
better and what chal-
lenges will the upcoming 
spring bring? Those are 
questions we ask our-
selves as we ring in the 
new year and begin plan-
ning for the next planting 
season. 

At Illinois Farm Bu-
reau (IFB), winter is a 
time for farmers across 
the state to come together 
to see old friends, make 
connections and learn 
new strategies to build 
and strengthen our food 
systems.

American consumers 
today are increasingly 
concerned with what to 
put on their family’s ta-
ble. They want to know 
where their food is grown 
and who’s producing it. 
Whether it’s choosing 
organic or locally sourced 
fruits, vegetables, meats 
or other food products, 
consumers want to feel 
connected to their food 
producers and confident 
in their choices.

It’s a unique opportu-
nity for farmers – big and 

small – to tell our story.
That’s why IFB col-

laborated with the Illinois 
Specialty Growers Asso-
ciation (ISGA) and the 
Illinois Farmers Market 
Association (IFMA) to 
create the largest, most 
inclusive local food event 
in Illinois. From food to 
flowers, the Everything 
Local Conference con-
nected local growers, 
farmers, farmers market 
associates and business 
owners to build alliances 
and partnerships.

Illinois’ agriculture 
production goes far be-
yond corn and soybeans. 
Farmers across the state 
produce a wide range 
of specialty crops, a 
diverse variety of fruits, 
vegetables, tree nuts, 
dried fruits, horticul-
ture and floriculture. 
Illinois ranks first in the 
nation for pumpkin and 
horseradish production, 
and among the top 10 in 
asparagus, cauliflower, 
fresh-cut herbs, green 
beans, lima beans, mus-
tard greens and snap peas.

Illinois also ranks third 
in the nation for the num-
ber of farmers markets, 
where consumers can 
purchase farm-fresh, af-

fordable, convenient and 
healthy products. 

The Everything Lo-
cal Conference brought 
together such producers 
to learn new ways to 
strengthen and build the 
local food supply chain. 
It was also a time for cel-
ebration for all the hard 
work our farmers put in 
day in and day out. 

The ISGA honored 
Amelia and Michael 
Howard, of Cook 
County, and Tom 
S c h w a r t z ,  o f 
Randolph Coun-
ty, with the 2022 
ISGA Award of 
Excellence.

The Howards 
– long recognized 
as “urban farm-
ers” before “ur-
ban farming” was 
popularized – have led 
the way for growers in 
their community. Their 
work has ushered in 
more than 25 years of 
agricultural education 
and created a safe haven 
for children in the Fuller 
Park community of Chi-
cago through farming 
experiences that connect 
them with nature, ag-
riculture and the world 
around them. 

Schwartz is another 
strong leader among 
specialty crop producers. 
His extensive knowledge 
of horticulture and mar-
keting has amplified the 
industry while teaching 
how horticulture can 
serve communities. ISGA 
was honored to recog-
nize Schwartz for being 
a bright light for many 
specialty crop families, 
as well as a major sup-

porter within the 
industry.

M a n y  o t h -
e r  s p e c i a l t y 
crop producers 
were recognized 
throughout the 
conference. Two 
fan favorite com-
petitions also re-
turned: the Illinois 
State horticulture 

Society’s 33rd Illinois 
and National Sweet Ci-
der Contests and the 
20th National Hard Cider 
Contest. 

This year, Joe Ring-
hausen of Joe Ringhau-
sen Orchards in Fieldon 
took home the gold as 
the No.1 overall rated 
cider. His cider blends 
Jonathan, Golden Deli-
cious, Red Delicious and 
Fuji apples for a winning 

combination. Wiles Fam-
ily Orchard of Fairchild 
placed first in the Hard 
Cider contest as repeat 
champions. Their hard 
cider blends Gold Rush, 
Golden Delicious and 
Fuji apples.

Who doesn’t love a cup 
of cold, refreshing cider 
after a hard day’s work? 
Illinois is lucky to have 
such wonderful orchards.

Building and strength-
ening the local food sup-
ply chain wasn’t the only 
goal this winter. In late 
January, about 500 young 
and beginning farmers 
attended IFB’s annual 
Young Leader Confer-
ence to tackle challenges 
facing the next genera-
tion of farmers.

IFB’s Young Leader 
Chair, Sadie Asher, of 
Henry County, outlined 
her priorities for the 
coming year. With more 
IFB members over the 
age of 90 than under 
35, Asher called on her 
fellow young leaders to 
strengthen the organiza-
tion’s membership and 
recruit younger voices.

Our young farmers’ 
talent was also displayed 
during the 2023 Ameri-
can Farm Bureau Federa-

tion (AFBF) annual meet-
ing in San Juan, Puerto 
Rico. Evan Hultine, a 
Bureau County farmer, 
received third place in 
the AFBF Young Farmers 
and Ranchers Achieve-
ment Award competition. 
Kaylee Heap, of Kendall 
County, ranked fourth in 
the AFBF Excellence in 
Agriculture competition; 
and Ryan Reeverts of 
Ogle County was hon-
ored to represent Illinois 
in the AFBF Young Lead-
er Discussion Meet.

Winter is a period of 
downtime. That is a true 
statement for many farm-
ers, but we’re not staying 
idle. Illinois farmers 
continue to develop new 
best practices for their 
businesses, and celebrate 
those who are making our 
industry stronger, bet-
ter and more efficient for 
future generations. 

Richard Guebert Jr. is 
president of the Illinois 
Farm Bureau. This op-ed 
was distributed through 
a cooperative project 
between Illinois Farm 
Bureau and the Illinois 
Press Association. For 
more food and farming 
news, visit FarmWeek-
Now.com.

I p u r c h a s e d  a 
new bicycle for 
my 12-year-old 

daughter this month and 
received a tongue lashing 
from a salesperson in 
return. 

The Springfield sales-
person asked if she was 
interested in a “cross 
through” bike. I had no 
idea what he was talking 
about. I was familiar with 
mountain bikes, road 
bikes and hybrids. 

But I’d never heard 
the term “cross through.” 

I told him I didn’t 
know what a “cross-
through” bike was. So, he 
rolled one onto the sales 
floor. The top bar dipped 
down toward the pedals. 

I replied, “Oh, you 
mean a ‘girls bike.’” 

Apparently, I’d trod 
into a linguistic mine-
field.

“We don’t ascribe 
genders to inanimate 
objects,” the salesperson 

said to me in a rather 
derisive tone. He added, 
“Sometimes elderly men 
prefer ‘cross through’ 
bikes so they won’t have 
to lift their legs so high.”

I explained to him that 
when I was in college, I 
was a pretty serious biker 
but I had never heard 
the term “cross through 
bike.” At this point he 
eyed my gray hair and 
said, “It looks to me like 
it’s been a long time since 
you were in college.”

In case you think this 
was some young whip-
persnapper, the sales-
person appeared to be 
in his 60s. I was con-
templating leaving this 
family-owned business 
and buying my daughter 
a bike at the big-box 
sporting goods store 
across town. 

But as the salesperson 
and I conversed, my 
daughter was busy ogling 
the bicycle in question. 

She said she loved it and 
it was the perfect color. 
I swallowed hard and 
made the purchase. 

I made a decision to 
extend this man some 
grace, even if he wasn’t 
willing to do the same 
for me. 

Why? Well, I 
didn’t want to 
disappoint  my 
daughter.  And 
even though I 
was being treat-
ed rudely, I didn’t 
necessarily dis-
agree with what 
the man was say-
ing. 

Just because I 
have always heard such 
bicycles referred to as 
“girls bikes” doesn’t 
mean that is the best 
terminology. 

In my decades in jour-
nalism, I’ve always tried 
to use inclusive terms 
such as “police officer,” 
“firefighter” and “pastor” 

rather than “policeman,” 
“fireman,” and “clergy-
man.” 

A transgender teenag-
er works at a store I fre-
quent. I always address 
him by his new name and 
by his preferred gender. 
It’s a matter of kindness. 

He always gives 
me a big smile.

And no that 
doesn’t mean I 
endorse a partic-
ular agenda. I just 
believe when in 
doubt it’s best to 
be kind.

In the same 
vein, the sales-
person at the bike 

shop might have received 
a better response if he 
applied some kindness 
to his own message. He 
could have said some-
thing like, “When I was 
growing up, we called 
them ‘girls bikes’ too. 
But now we call them 
‘cross throughs’ because 

some older men also pre-
fer them.” 

That would have been 
a polite way to have said 
it without being ageist or 
ascribing bad motives to 
someone using an outdat-
ed term.

When my parents were 
growing up, the word 
“negro” was the term 
that educated, polite 
people used. When the 
1970s rolled around, 
my siblings and I had to 
keep reminding my dad 
that “Black” was the 
preferred terminology.

We reminded him of 
this gently. Repeatedly. 
After all, he was not 
being mean spirited in 
clinging a little too long 
to the word he had been 
taught was proper. 

As the lexicon chang-
es, extending grace to 
others is helpful. And 
rudeness rarely wins 
allies to your cause. 

There is a difference 

between being oblivious 
and being hateful.

For example, when 
I was a young reporter, 
I had a supervisor who 
used a term for a bundle 
of sticks to refer to gay 
people. He chortled when 
editing obituaries for gay 
men who died of AIDS. 

I wish some of the peo-
ple who are convinced 
that newsrooms are full 
of woke left wingers 
could have met this jerk. 

No one should have to 
put up with anyone like 
that. Hate was behind his 
words. He knew better. 

But oftentimes when 
someone misspeaks or 
uses an outdated term, it’s 
done out of ignorance. 
It’s best to inform rather 
than condemn. 

S c o t t  R e e d e r,  a 
staff writer for Illinois 
Times, can be reached 
through email commu-
nication at sreeder@
illinoistimes.com.

Winter is a period of downtime, but farmers aren’t staying idle

Scott
Reeder

Life can be a linguistic minefield
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COMMUNITY

Coffee Break
Call 815-561-2151 to submit names for birthdays and anniversaries

February 5 – (Sunday Brunch) – Serving from 9 to 12 – 
Sausage Gravy and Biscuits, Breakfast Casserole,
Oatmeal, Sausage Links or Country Ham

7034 S. Klondike Road | Rochelle, IL 61068 | 815-561-9074
If you would like to volunteer with us, please email us at 
volunteer@kitchentablerochelle.org

THE KITCHEN TABLE MENU

Birthdays & Anniversaries
Feb. 5

Hazel Nieves
 

Feb. 7
Lydia Sherburne

Alex Bonilla
 

Feb. 8
Kaiyah Hayward

 
Feb. 10

Gene & Judy Messer 
(anniversary)

 
Feb. 11

Darrell Bolhous
Paige and Samantha 

Donoho
 

Feb. 12
Jennifer Curtis

 
Feb. 13

Gabby Villalobos
 

Feb. 16
Larry Baker

 
Feb. 18

Sam & Jessica South 
(anniversary)
Swen Norris

 
Feb. 20

Christian Losoya
 

Feb. 21
Kris Oleson

Anna Sexton
 

Feb. 22
Jessica South
Lucy Hazlip

 
Feb. 26

Natalie Powell
 

Feb. 27
Beth Bolhous

Feb. 28
Lucas Donoho

Jan. 10 - ALM Fine Cabinetry, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 11 - Anita Bowers, Byron, $25

Jan. 12 - Melissa Villalobos, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 13 - Cheri Divine, Frisco, CO, $25

Jan. 14 - Zekelman Employee, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 15 - Kyle Kissack, Rochelle, $50

Jan. 16 - Doris Kay McIlvoy, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 17 - Calvin M. Jacobs, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 18 - Autumn Hernandez, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 19 - The Kitchen Table, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 20 - Sean Tracy, Byron, $25

Jan. 21 - Tracy Pointer, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 22 - Daniel W. Keller, Oregon, $50

Jan. 23 - Ryan E. Baylor, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 24 - Kathryn Tyner, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 25 - RACF, $25

Jan. 26 - Jacqueline Nass, Naperville, $25

Jan. 27 - Andrea Svela, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 28 - Anne Aubry, Whitefish Bay, WI, $25

Jan. 29 - From the Heart, $50

Jan. 30 - Alexander Herrera, Dixon, $25

Jan. 31 - Rochelle Chamber, $25

Feb. 1 - Deanna Hill, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 2 - From the Heart, $25

Feb. 3 - HOPE of Ogle County, $25

Feb. 4 - Melanie Bonilla, Rochelle, $250

Feb. 5 - Jesse Johnson, Cambridge, WI, $50

S T A R K V I L L E , 
Miss. — Ethan Wells 
of Rochelle was named 
to the Mississippi State 
University fall 2022 

dean’s list. 
Wells  was among 

2,445 students named to 
the fall 2022 dean’s list.

To be named to the 

dean’s list, a student 
must have achieved a 
grade-point average be-
tween 3.5 and 3.79, based 
on a 4.0 scale, while 

completing at least 12 
semester hours of course 
work with no incomplete 
grades or grades lower 
than a C.

Wells named to Mississippi State fall 2022 dean’s list

GREELEY, Col. — 
Johnice Collins of Ro-
chelle recently earned a 

bachelor’s degree in arts 
in elementary education 
from the University of 

Northern Colorado. 
Collins graduated from 

the university with mag-

na cum laude honors at 
the end of the fall 2022 
semester.

Collins earns degree from University of Northern Colorado

GENESEO — Andrew 
A. Fehlman has joined 
the corporate Board of 
Directors of Central Banc, 
Inc, as of Jan. 1, 2023.  
Central Banc, Inc. is the 
holding company of Central 
Bank Illinois, headquar-
tered in Geneseo, and sets 
the strategic direction and 
risk management policies 
for the company within 
its corporate governance 
structure.  

Fehlman, of St. Louis, 
Missouri, is the president 
& chief executive officer 

with EDCO Health In-
formation Solutions, Inc. 
dba Solarity. As president 
and CEO of a 500+ em-
ployee health information 
technology firm, Andrew 
is responsible for leading 
the strategic direction of 
Solarity for all stakehold-
ers; customers, employees, 
partners, and shareholders. 
Andrew joined Solarity in 
2008 as a sales executive, 
was promoted to vice pres-
ident of sales in 2012 and 
named president & CEO 
in 2019. Andrew received 

a bachelor’s degree in 
business administration 
with a concentration in en-
trepreneurship from Saint 
Louis University.  In 2022, 
Andrew was named Alumni 
Entrepreneur of The Year by 
his alma mater. In addition 
to the Solarity management 
role, Andrew serves on the 
board of EDCO Health 
Information Solutions and 
the American Health In-
formation Management 
Association Foundation.

DuBois also announced 
the retirement of Dr. Bruce 

Fehlman from the Board 
of Directors of Central 
Banc, Inc. effective Dec. 
31, 2022.  “With 39 years 
of director service to the 
company, Bruce helped 
our company meet the 
shareholder expectations 
of long term value creation 
while meeting the financial 
needs of our customers and 
communities in regulatory 
complaint manner.  His 
support of our strategic 
direction was valuable and 
we wish him well with his 
retirement plans.” 

Fehlman joins Central Banc. Inc. board of directors
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OPPORTUNITY IS 
CALLING YOU AT 

WHEATLAND TUBE 
AND WESTERN TUBE.

Make your career an exciting one.

Give yourself the chance to grow.

Be at the forefront of technology and innovation.

Become part of a new era in domestic manufacturing.

Help our economy bounce back better than ever.

Build a brighter future for our community.

DO IT ALL RIGHT HERE, RIGHT
NOW IN ROCHELLE, ILLINOIS.

Start at $24/hr and up | $500 sign-on bonus | Competitive benefi ts | All levels

Schedule your interview today at wheatland.com/rochelle

22-ZI-5185_ad_Rochelle Recruiting Full page bw Print Ad_Rochelle News Leader_v1.indd   122-ZI-5185_ad_Rochelle Recruiting Full page bw Print Ad_Rochelle News Leader_v1.indd   1 12/7/22   3:51 PM12/7/22   3:51 PM
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RTHS Girls Bowling

Conference finale
Vincent, McCullough lead Lady Hubs to third-place finish in Interstate 8

SPORTS GOING TO MONMOUTH 
 
RTHS senior Trey Taft will be playing 
football at Monmouth College next year. 
 
See page 2 for more details

ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER • SECTION 2 • PAGE 1SUNDAY, FEB. 5, 2023

RTHS Girls Basketball

Defense ignites second-half rally over Plano
Henkel scores 21 points as Rochelle comes back to take down Reapers 49-41

Sophomore Abby Metzger looks to pass around Plano defender Alex Bishop during the Rochelle Lady Hub 
varsity basketball game against the Reapers on Tuesday. Rochelle rallied to win 49-41 over the Reapers.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

ADVERTISE YOUR 
BUSINESS HERE!
Great Rate - Great Spot!

Call Mike @ 815-561-2124 or email 
mfeltes@oglecountylife.com

01252021 621 First Ave., Rochelle, IL • 815-562-8784621 First Ave., Rochelle, IL • 815-562-8784

Anderson Plumbing is Now HiringAnderson Plumbing is Now Hiring
an Experienced HVAC Techan Experienced HVAC Tech

09
04

20
22

Great Pay & BenefitsGreat Pay & Benefits

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — A 
difficult first half didn’t 
deter Alivia Henkel and 
the Rochelle Lady Hub 
varsity basketball team 
from giving maximum 
effort over the final two 
quarters Tuesday evening, 
when the purple and white 
found themselves trailing 
by nine points against the 
Plano Reapers.

With Henkel leading the 
charge, Rochelle took con-
trol of the game on the de-
fensive end, jumping into 
passing lanes and forcing 
numerous Plano turnovers 
that resulted in easy layups 
on the other end. The junior 
guard scored all 21 of her 
points in the second half, 
helping the Lady Hubs 
erase a third-quarter deficit 
and outlast the Reapers 
49-41. Henkel made six 
third-quarter field goals 
for the Lady Hubs (8-21, 
6-7 Interstate 8) in the win 
Tuesday night.

“I knew we had to come 
out strong during the sec-
ond half because we had 
a rough first half,” Henkel 
said. “I wanted to come 
out and give my all and 
drive the ball more than 
I did in the first half. Our 
team came out with a lot 
more energy in the second 
half. We had kind of a bad 

attitude in the locker room 
after the first half, but we 
had a good talk and we 
came out ready to win.”

Sophomore Kendyl 
Darby spearheaded the 
charge for the Rochelle 
offense during the first 
quarter, using her dribble-
drive and strong handles to 
beat two Plano defenders 
and finish a pair of layups 
at the rim. Darby finished 
with eight points for the 
Lady Hubs, who trailed 
7-5 after the first quarter 
before taking the lead on a 
3-pointer from senior Tor-
rin Nantz, who converted 
three triples in the game 
including two in the second 
quarter. Nantz totaled 10 
points in the win.

Plano closed the first 
half on a 5-0 run to surge 
ahead 19-14 at halftime. 
The Reapers leaned on for-
ward Mikayla Walls, who 
led Plano with 22 points 
and nine made field goals 
in the game. Back-to-back 
layups from Walls during 
the third quarter gave the 
Reapers their largest lead 
of the game and forced a 
Rochelle timeout. It was 
then that the Lady Hubs 
cranked up the pressure 
on defense, forcing back-
court turnovers as well as 
turnovers in the half-court 
setting.

See GIRLS page 6

The Rochelle Lady Hub varsity bowling team took fourth in the Interstate 8 Conference Championship tournament on Tuesday, securing 
a third-place finish for the season. Above from left to right are coach Shannon Forney, Cassidy Vincent, Kylie McCullough, Anahi Alanis, 
Makenzie Liezert, Faith Adams, Mackenzie Burnett and head coach Eric Widick.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Tues-
day’s Interstate 8 Con-
ference Championship 
tournament showed how 
far the Rochelle Lady Hub 
varsity bowling team has 
come from last season. 
Having already eclipsed 
their win total from last 
season, the Lady Hubs se-
cured a third-place season 
finish in the conference af-
ter Tuesday’s tournament, 
with two bowlers earning 
All-Conference honors.

Sophomore Cassidy 
Vincent took home medal-
ist honors for the tourna-
ment, finishing fifth with 
a 1,093 series as the Lady 
Hubs finished fourth out 
of six schools with a team 
score of 5,119. Vincent 
also received First-Team 
All-Conference honors 
for the second consecutive 
season, while freshman 
Kylie McCullough was 
named an Honorable Men-
tion. McCullough finished 
16th in the tournament 
with a 925 series to help 
lead the Lady Hubs (9-7, 
6-4 Interstate 8). 

“It really means a lot 
to be named All-Con-
ference,” Vincent said. 

“We’ve really grown from 
where we were last season 
and we’ve become really 
close as a team, even out-
side of bowling. I thought 

we did really well with our 
spares and we were defi-
nitely prepared because 
we’ve bowled on wood 
lanes all season… We were 

all supporting each other 
and picking each other 
up. We’ve become more 
confident in ourselves and I 
think we can be even better 

next season.”
Juniors Anahi Alanis 

and Makenzie Liezert 
rolled series scores of 832 
and 814 for the Lady Hubs, 

who opened the tourna-
ment in fifth place after 
two games. 

See BOWL page 6
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The businesses featured on this page are 

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”
I’m looking forward to serving your needs for insurance and 
financial services.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
CALL ME TODAY.

Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc 
Shane B Huber, Agent

221 E. IL Rt. 38 
Rochelle, IL 61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Diana Alanis, MDCaring for your 
family’s health from 

infant to adults.
For appointment, please call

815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct, Rochelle, IL 61068

Most Insurance Accepted

Accepting 
New Patients

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

815 561 4035!

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto  Home Improvement   Vacation

Jami Hackman & Kristen Stover

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle

H
S
2
0
1
6

Jami Hackman

Se Habla
Español

BUY HERE – PAY HERE
You Work - You Drive

1400 N 7th St
Corner of Flagg Rd & Hwy 251 N

227 E. Rt 38 • Rochelle, IL

815-562-8706
www.rochellechiropractic.com
Now Accepting New Patients!

Licensed and Insured
24 Hour Emergency Service

815-562-4937
500 Cleveland Avenue

Berg-Johnson
Electric

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

FREE ESTIMATES

“Proudly Serving The Rochelle Area Since 1945”

H
S

F
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0
1
5

Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

#4061/#83-3198

Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

101 Maple Ave • Rochelle, IL 61068
815.562.7057 •  hub-remsen.com

GO HUBS!GO HUBS!

• Collision Repair • New/Preowned Vehicles
• 24 Hour Towing • Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

We are Ogle Countyʼs
only GM Dealer!

Come visit us!

815-562-8787 • www.jeffperrychevrolet.com
CHEVROLET • BUICK • CADILLAC • JEEP • CHRYSLER

We are 
Ogle 

County’s 
only 

GM Dealer!
• Collision Repair
• 24 Hour Towing

• New/Preowned Vehicles

• Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes  

and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181

www.rochellehospital.com
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Residential & Commercial Roofing

815-561-0099
Licensed & Insured

• Shingled Roofs
• Flat Roofs
• Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities
• Custom Built Homes
• Additions

Residential, Concrete
Driveways, Flatwork

and Foundations

HSF2015

• Large menu of foods
• Rochelle’s famous chicken

by the dinner or bucket
• Hand dipped ice cream

(16 flavors)

H
S

F
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251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039

H
S
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SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

200 Steward Road

800.262.1680
www.johnsontractor.com

Dine In • Carry Out •  
• Home Delivery • Pizza • Pastas • 

• Sandwiches • Salads •  
• and Lots More!

Serving Illinois & the Surrounding Area

Specializing in Walk-In Tubs 
& Acrylic Showers

Additions ~ Bathrooms ~ Kitchens 
Accessibility Remodeling

Batavia Builders & 
Remodelers, LLC

Debbie Foster,  
Owner
(815) 501-8946
www.bataviabuilders.com

ANDERSON
Plumbing & Heating, Inc.
Plumbing, Heating, Air Conditioning, 

Drinking water systems, Water Heaters, 
Softeners, Iron Filters & More.

One less thing to worry about

621 First Ave., Rochelle
815-562-8784

Like us on 
Facebook

Lic# 055-013999

H
S

F
2
0
1
5

209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8792

www.meyersfurniture.com

Order online and receive  
15% off entire bill!  

We are proud to support  
Rochelle Hubs! 

Visit us at vincespizzainrochelle.com  
815-562-7300

Since 1967

Like our Facebook page

HUB SPOTLIGHT
RTHS senior Taft commits 

to Monmouth College

Rochelle senior Trey Taft will continue 
his academics and his football career at 
Monmouth College next year. 

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE senior Trey Taft 
could feel his hands trembling 
with excitement as he read a text 

message from Monmouth College wide 
receivers coach Jack Healy. Taft was on 
his way to a track and field meet during 
his junior year when the message came 
through his phone. 

It was then that Taft’s first connection 
with Monmouth College was formed. Taft 
also recalled being awake on less than five 
hours of rest after his junior prom when 
he took his first visit to the Monmouth 
College campus. The experience was eye 
opening for the senior standout, who after 
making two more visits including a game 
day trip and an overnight visit, recently 
made the decision that he would continue 
his academics and his football career with 
the Fighting Scots. 

“I loved the facilities and everything 
about the program,” Taft said. “Coach 
Healy drove all the way out here just to 
talk with me and during my overnight visit, 
I had a lot of fun and I really enjoyed the 
environment. The opportunity that was 
presented to me was the best opportunity 
for me. My favorite part about playing 
sports growing up has been the grind and 
that’s what I’m looking forward to most. 
I’m happy that I’ll have the chance to keep 
playing the sport I love.”

Taft concluded his high school career 
as a two-time Interstate 8 All-Conference 
First Team honoree. Taft started at wing-
back and outside linebacker over his junior 
and senior seasons for the Hubs, compiling 
2,070 total yards and 21 touchdowns during 
the span. Taft rushed for 1,099 yards and 
12 scores during his senior year, when he 
also led Rochelle with 200 receiving yards. 
Taft spent four years with the football 
program, with three years coming on the 
varsity team.

“Playing at Rochelle has made me 
tough and it’s made me not scared to hit 
somebody or block somebody,” Taft said. 
“It showed me what football should be. It’s 
a hard-nosed sport and the tougher team 
is going to win. That’s how it should be 
in this sport and I’ll never forget all of the 
memories I made here. Playing here made 
me fall in love with the sport even more.”

Taft said he intends to study business 

and minor in psychology while attending 
Monmouth College. The senior helped 
lead Rochelle to a combined 17-6 record 
over the last two seasons, with the Hubs 
reaching the second round of the IHSA 
Class 5A Playoffs during the 2021-22 
season and the quarterfinal round of the 
IHSA 4A Playoffs during the 2022-23 
season. Rochelle’s nine wins this past fall 
were the most for the program in a single 
season since 2004. 

“Coach Healy and I talked about my 
role with the team and we talked about 
having me play either running back or 
slot receiver,” Taft said. “I told him that 
I preferred playing on offense and we 
talked about where I could fit within the 
offense. I’m planning to attend a camp 
for the running backs and a camp for the 
wide receivers so I can figure out which 
position I like more.”

“Playing at Rochelle has made me tough and it’s 
made me not scared to hit somebody or block 
somebody. It showed me what football should be. 
It’s a hard-nosed sport and the tougher team is 
going to win. That’s how it should be in this sport 
and I’ll never forget all of the memories I made 
here.”

Trey Taft
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T-Byrd Lanes

SPORTS

What Service
Do You Offer?

Advertise Here

Commercial & Residential Roofing

Residential 
Concrete

Driveways, Flatwork
and Foundations

•Shingled Roofs  •Flat Roofs 
•Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities 
•Custom Built Homes  •Additions

561-0099
www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE
ESTIMATES

Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Heating & Air Conditioning

 Lic.#058-087891

Serving Rochelle For Over 40 Years

Quality Service • Free Estimates
 Residential & Commercial

815-562-8784

Plumbing/Heating/CoolingGutters

COMMUNITY BOARD
Need to get the word out about a product Need to get the word out about a product 

or service you offer? or service you offer? 
Give us a call at 815-562-4171. Give us a call at 815-562-4171. 

We can reach over 9,000 homes!We can reach over 9,000 homes!

Local league bowlers take home awards from T-Byrd Lanes
T-Byrd Lanes recognized several local league bowlers with awards recently. Giuliana Henderson and Will Pritchett were named Week 9 Bowlers of the Week, while 

Seth Pritchett and Camilla Ramos were named Week 10 Bowlers of the Week. Jaxon Harnesk and Kiera Hopp received Week 11 Bowler of the Week honors.

(COURTESY PHOTOS)
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Community Unity

2021-2022
9 Biggest Benefits
Of Shopping Rochelle First

Youth programs, 
schools and non-
profit groups 
look to our
businesses first 
when fundraising. 

These community-minded 
businesses donate faithfully to 
local youth sports programs, 
community clubs, nonprofit 
groups and churches – just to 
name a few. Shouldn’t we look 
to those same businesses 
first when we need goods 
and services? Of course we 
should!

High rate of 
return. For every 
$100 spent in 
independently
owned stores, 

$68 returns to the community 
through payroll, taxes and 
other expenditures. Online 
orders return absolutely 
nothing to Rochelle, IL.

Seeking health 
care in your 
hometown brings 
the comforts of
receiving qualified 

care from people you know 
and trust. Whether it be a trip 
to the dentist, regular health 
care screenings, a visit to a 
specialist or an emergency, 
you need not travel. It’s all 
right here.

Banking with 
people who know 
you is a luxury 
found only in
hometowns. 
You don’t have 

to show your ID every time 
you go in. You can get a 
loan from people who know 
you and understand your 
needs, whether it be money 
for your first car or to help 
your business grow. Local 
banks believe in the value of 
community members helping 
one another.

No one wants to 
have to make an 
insurance claim, 
but it’s painless 
when your agent
is your neighbor. 

You don’t have to convince 
them that there was a hail 
storm, or that the wind nearly 
took your roof off. They know 
because they live here. Which 
do you want when you’ve 
had a bad day: A face-to-face 
meeting with your local agent, 
or a machine answering the 
phone at that big national 
insurer that advertises on TV?

Time is money. 
It’s simple math 
(especially when 
you figure in gas
mileage.) Shopping 
locally can actually 

save you both time and 
money!

Customer service 
after the sale is 
invaluable. Local 
retailers not only
take responsibility 
for the product 

they sold, they will often fix it 
or replace it – no questions 
asked. Appliances, furniture, 
computers and electronics 
sometimes have glitches. 
Would you rather box
yours up, send it to who 
knows where, and wait six to 
eight weeks, or just go back 
to thenice guy that helped you 
when you bought it?

Keeping it local 
encourages 
community 
growth. By
choosing to do 
business locally, 

you help maintain Rochelle’s 
diversity, charm and appeal; 
which attracts new community 
members.

One word: Jobs. 
When you do 
business of any 
kind in Rochelle,
it creates and 
maintains jobs for 

others in our area . A healthy 
employment rate is the 
cornerstone of all economies.
How can you help the 
economy recover? Start at 
home.

1

5

9

2

6

3

74

8
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE • HILLCREST • CRESTON • STEWARD • KINGS • ASHTON

INFORMATION
Office Hours:  
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Monday-Friday)
Phone: 
815-562-4171
Fax: 
815-562-2161
Email: 
classifieds@rochellenews-leader.com
Address:
211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle
Mail: 
P.O. Box 46
Rochelle, IL 61068

DEADLINES:
Sunday News-Leader: Thursday, 2 p.m.

Tuesday Shopping News: Friday, 10 a.m.
Wednesday  News-Leader: Monday, 4 p.m.
(Deadlines subject to change during holiday times)

All classified marketplace line ads will appear in the following 
7 print publications and on 5 high-traffic newspaper websites:
• Rochelle News-Leader • Ogle County Life • Rochelle Shopping 
News • Ashton Gazette • Amboy News • Mendota Reporter • 
Mendota Money Saver

Call for pricing that starts at $32.99 for private party ads 
and $44.60 for commercial business ads and $19.99 for 
garage sale ads.

DISCLAIMER:
If your advertisement appears incorrectly, notify us immediately. 
We will not be responsible for more than one incorrect insertion, 
and will only credit customer for one insertion.

203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALEMISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

STATE OF ILLINOIS, 
CIRCUIT COURT, 
OGLE COUNTY

Request for Name 
Change, Minor Child
Case No. 23 M3 000279
Request of Isabella Jo-
hanna Nunez to appear 
in court March 14, 2023, 
Room 205, Ogle County 
Courthouse, 106 S. 5th 
Street, Oregon, IL, at 9 
a.m.
Proposed name change 
of minor child from Isa-
bella Johanna Nunez to 
Isabella Johanna Clavelli-
na Nunez
Requested by Blanca 
Araceli Nunez on January 
13, 2023
No. 0121
(Jan. 22, 29 and Feb. 5, 
2023)

PUBLIC NOTICE
A Mini Storage, LLC, a 
storage facility locat-
ed at 117 Quarry Road, 
Rochelle, IL hereby an-
nounces that the pos-
sessions of the following 
lessees will be disposed 
of by means of auction 
on Febuary 15th 2023 at 
9:00 AM. Disposal of per-
sonal property shall con-
form to the terms of the 
certified notice previous-
ly mailed to the lessee.
The contents of the units 
can be previewed imme-
diately prior to the sale.  
The preview and sale will 
take place at each indi-
vidual unit listed below; 
in the order they appear.
Unit #220 - Randal G 
Jr Litton: plastic totes, 
boxes, mattress, dress-
ers,bags,chair, table, elec-
tric Heater, cooler
Unit #136 - Ricardo Gon-
zales Rios: Bike,tire, box-
es, bags, black chair.
Unit #198 - Samuel Ur-
vano: Plasic Totes, box-
es,dressers ,mattress , 
lamps
Maria T. Garcia
A Mini Storage, LLC
815-562-2266
No. 0122
(Jan. 29 and Feb. 5, 2023)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby 
given that on February 
1, 2023 a certificate was 
filed in the Ogle Coun-
ty Clerk’s Office setting 
forth the names and post 
office address of all of the 
persons owning, con-
ducting and transacting 
the business known as: 
Maple Leaf Insurance 
Agency
1201 S 7th Street, Suite 
#102
Rochelle, IL 61068
Dated February 1, 2023
Laura J. Cook, Ogle Coun-
ty Clerk
No. 0205
(Feb. 5, 12 and 19, 2023)

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE FOR REQUEST 
FOR QUALIFICATIONS 
FOR ENGINEERING SER-
VICES AND ASSISTANCE 
OBTAINING GRANTS
The City of Rochelle, Illi-
nois is soliciting Requests 
for Qualifications (RFQ) 
for Engineering Services 
and Assistance Obtain-
ing Grants for Solar Field 
Expansion. The intent of 
this RFQ is to have firms 
under consideration spe-
cifically address the ser-
vices required and to pro-
vide a well-considered 
response to this request.  
All interested firms 
should provide two (2) 
bound copies of the re-
quested RFQ information 
and a digital pdf copy. 
Facsimile or e-mail sub-
mittals will not be accept-
ed. RFQ drop off times 
are Monday - Thursday 
8:30am - 3:30pm CST or 
Friday 8:30am - 11:30pm 
CST. The RFQ packet 
should be clearly labeled:  
City of Rochelle, Illinois 
- Engineering Services 
and Assistance Obtain-
ing Grants for Solar Field 
Expansion and shall be 
delivered to, and in pos-
session of the City Clerk 
of the City of Rochelle, 
Illinois by no later than 
March 23, 2023, at 2:00 
P.M. at which time re-
spondents to this request 
will be recorded.  Any 

RFQs received after the 
deadline specified above 
will not be accepted 
and will be returned un-
opened.
Requests to obtain a copy 
of the RFQ should be di-
rected to Molly Sedig at 
msedig@rochelleil.us.  
This solicitation does 
not commit the City to 
award, or to pay any costs 
incurred in the prepa-
ration of the RFQ, or to 
contract for services.  The 
City reserves the right to 
accept and/or reject any 
or all RFQs received as a 
result of this request, or 
to cancel in part or in its 
entirety the Request, if it 
becomes in the best in-
terest of the City to do so.
No. 0206
(Feb. 5, 2023)

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking for 
money in advance.

105  105  
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking for 
money in advance.”

113  113  
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone can’t 
ask you to pay for credit 
before you get it. For more 
information, call toll-free 
1-877-FTC-HELP. A public 
service message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119   119   
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking for 
money in advance.”

201  201  
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, unless 
licensed or holding a 
permit as a childcare 
facility, may cause 
to be published any 
advertisement soliciting 
a child care service. A 
childcare facility that is 
licensed or operating 
under a permit issued by 
the Illinois Department 
of Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any parent 
or guardian to verify the 
validity of the license of 
any facility before placing 
a child in its care.

301  301  
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.com

ANTIQUES WANTED: I 
pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, I’m 
interested in looking! Call 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.com

307  307  
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 815-562-
4171 (8AM-NOON ONLY) 
Rochelle News Leader.  

SPLIT firewood for sale. 
Contact 779-251-0254. 
(02-13-23)

309  309  
PETS AND SUPPLIESPETS AND SUPPLIES

Free Kittens to good 
homes. Call 815-503-
1881. (02-15-23)

405  405  
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein 
is subject to the 
Federal Fair Housing 
Act, which makes it 
illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation or 
discrimination. We will 
not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of 
the law. All persons are 
hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are 
available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

505  505  
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
PROPERTY FOR PROPERTY FOR 
RENTRENT

Office Spaces for Rent. 
1054 Lincoln Hwy.,  
Rochelle. Call 630-544-
9673

509 509 
HOUSES FOR RENTHOUSES FOR RENT

3 BEDROOM, 2 bath 
home on 2 acres in Rural 
Steward. $1,400.00. Call 
815-298-9300. (02/12/23)

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-874-2257

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW, USED  
SCRATCH & DENT

• Refrigerators • Freezers 
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

11222020

Pest control 
business for 

sale
Small company  
with 80%  
commercial  
accounts.   
Northern Illinois area, the  
business is located in  
Whiteside County. 

Asking $120,00.00 There is a 
2020 Toyota Tacoma  truck that 

can be added to this sale.
Sale includes customer list,  
chemicals and equipment.
Interested party must be a  

certified technician.
Contact Susan Melton  

at 815-499-7430

Employment Opportunity
Information & Assistance Specialist
Immediate full-time position available
Assists elderly and disabled clients with 

various local, state, and federal programs. 
Must be self-motivated, organized, and 
enthusiastic. Ability to handle a busy 
environment with multiple tasks and 
changing deadlines. Basic computer 
skills are required and proficiency in 

Word, Excel and use of on-line databases 
is preferred. Some occasional travel and 

a background check is required. Previous 
experience working with aged and 

disabled  population preferred.
Submit letter of interest and resume to:

Rayanne Sester,
mendotaseniors1978@yahoo.com

Mendota Area Senior Services
P.O. Box 376 

Mendota, IL 61342 
NO PHONE CALLS ACCEPTED

Deadline is January 31, 2023 02
06

20
23

401 401 
BUSINESS PROPERTYBUSINESS PROPERTY



SUNDAY, FEB. 5, 2023SECTION 2 • PAGE 6 • ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER

SPORTS

From page 1

“I’m so glad that we 
won tonight because it’s 

our last home game of 
the season,” Henkel said. 
“We’ve worked so hard 
this season and I’m look-

ing forward to finishing 
strong at the regional.”

Rochelle held a 34-29 
lead entering the fourth 

GIRLS: Rochelle defeats Plano in last home game of season

Sophomore Kendyl Darby drives past Plano defender Mikayla Walls during the 
Rochelle Lady Hub varsity basketball game against the Reapers on Tuesday.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

Compton, IL • 815-343-8047
• 24/7 Light/Medium Duty Towing & Recovery

• Mobile Auto Truck Repair
• Emergency Roadside Assistance

• Jump Starts
• Fuel Delivery

• Flat Tire Changes
• Lock Out Service

• Secure Impound Yard

12
19
20
22

The Rochelle Lady Hub varsity bowling team finished fourth in the Interstate 8 Conference tournament on Tuesday, securing a third-place finish for the season. 
Sophomore Cassidy Vincent medaled in fifth place for the tournament and earned First-Team All-Conference recognition for the second consecutive season.

BOWL: Vincent, McCullough earn Interstate 8 honors

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

From page 1

After recording team 
scores of 805 and 847 to 
start the afternoon, Rochelle 
moved into fourth place 
with a 904 during the third 
game, where McCullough 
fired a 170 and junior Faith 

Adams bowled a series-best 
171. 

The Lady Hubs followed 
with an 886 in the fourth 
game, where Vincent rolled 
a 197 while Alanis added 
a series-best 177 and Mc-
Cullough totaled a 174. 
Rochelle locked down its 

fourth-place tournament 
finish and its third-place 
season finish with team 
scores of 827 and 850 over 
the final two games. Vincent 
led the Lady Hubs in the fifth 
game, shooting a series-best 
225 while McCullough con-
cluded the tournament with 

a series-best and team-best 
189 in the sixth game.

Adams recorded a 793 
series and freshman Mack-
enzie Burnett rolled a 712 
series for the Lady Hubs, 
who hosted the conference 
tournament at T-Byrd Lanes 
for the first time as members 

of the Interstate 8. Rochelle 
will look to finish the season 
on a high note when the 
Lady Hubs compete in the 
IHSA Kaneland Regional 
at Mardi Gras Lanes this 
weekend.

“Sectionals is definitely a 
goal of mine,” Vincent said. 

“I thought there were things 
I could’ve done better in the 
tournament and I know I can 
do better. I definitely hold 
myself to a high standard, 
but it’s really nice having my 
teammates with me because 
they’re always there to sup-
port me.”

quarter, where Henkel 
sank three close-range 
shots and went 3-for-4 
from the free-throw line 
down the stretch to help 
the Lady Hubs seal the In-
terstate 8 Conference win. 
Sophomore Abby Metzger 

finished with six points and 
made two field goals, while 
senior Bailey Jackson and 
junior Kennedy Adamski 
each had two points.

Rochelle will conclude 
the regular season with 
road games against LaSal-

le-Peru on Tuesday, Feb. 7 
and Dixon on Thursday, 
Feb. 9. Rochelle has been 
assigned to the IHSA 3A 
Glenbard South Sectional, 
with regional seeds and 
matchups to be determined 
in the near future.

RTHS Boys Basketball

Hubs handed loss from Sterling
BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The 
Rochelle Hub varsity bas-
ketball team faced a tough 
Sterling squad on Monday, 
falling 90-55 with junior Eli 
Luxton scoring 20 points to 
lead the Rochelle offense. 
Luxton went 9-of-15 from 
the field and totaled seven 
rebounds for the Hubs (8-
16, 3-8 Interstate 8).

Senior Raul Aguirre 
finished with six points, 
four rebounds and four 
assists for the Hubs, who 
trailed 34-15 after the first 
quarter and 58-31 at half-
time. Sophomores Elijah 
Harley and Carson Lewis 
combined for 17 points, 
with Harley scoring nine 
while Lewis followed with 
eight. 

Sterling forced 20 Ro-

chelle turnovers in the 
game. The Golden Warriors 
capitalized on their defense, 

outscoring the Hubs 41-5 in 
transition points and 35-6 in 
points off turnovers.


