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ROCHELLE — Cen-
tral Elementary School 
Special Education Teacher 
Melissa Deutsch was re-
cently named a recipient 
of the Award of Special 
Recognition in the teach-
er category as part of the 
Illinois State Board of 
Education’s Those Who 
Excel annual educator 
recognition program.

Deutsch is in her 24th 
year teaching in Rochelle 
Community School Dis-
trict #231. She spent her 
first 20 years at Rochelle 
Middle School, where she 
mainly taught self-con-
tained and co-taught En-
glish language arts to 
students with the need 
for special education ser-
vices. She was moved to 
Central School three years 
ago to support the special 
education program and 
teach academics and social 
emotional skills to students 
with individual needs.

Deutsch said that upon 
hearing the news of her 
award, she felt “very proud 
and excited.” She was 
recognized by a peer that 
believes that what she does 
in the classroom is a benefit 
for all students. 

“Typically, I see a small-
er population of students 
than most of my peers,” 

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The 
Rochelle Elementary Dis-
trict Board of Education 
heard an update from Tilton 
Elementary School Princi-
pal Becky Cox on recent 
happenings at the school. 
The Tilton building is home 
to the district’s fourth and 
fifth grade students. 

Cox discussed a chart 
that analyzes Tilton stu-
dents’ illustrative math 
performance and how it 
compared to their Illinois 
Assessment of Readiness 
score and said progress 
has been made and more 
content has been covered. 

“This also identifies the 
students who did above 
the state average in those 
different standards,” Cox 
said. “You’ll notice there’s 
far more information there 
showing that our kids are 
taking more with them and 
using that to help them with 
the IAR.”

See SCHOOL pg 2 

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCKFORD — Ro-
chelle sculptors Mark and 
Danica Rogers placed third 
in the 37th Annual Snow 
Sculpting Competition at 
Rockford’s Sinnissippi Park 
on Feb. 11 for their entry 
“Morsmordre.”

The father-daughter 
sculpting duo have a his-
tory of competing locally 
in both snow and straw 
competitions. They also 
competed Feb. 4 in the 2023 
U.S. National Snow Sculpt-
ing Championship in Lake 
Geneva, Wisconsin. Their 
team, “Two Blondes and 
a Burnette” also included 
friend George Burnette in 
Wisconsin. When he was 
unable to compete in Rock-
ford, Rochelle’s Kurt Wolter 
filled in on the team. 

“Morsmorde” comes 
from the Harry Potter world 
and consists of a skull with 
a snake coming out of its 
mouth and other snakes 
wrapped around the skull. 
The idea was Danica’s due 
to her Harry Potter fandom. 
For the national competition 

Deutsch wins ISBE award
‘I love seeing students succeed at something...’

Central Elementary School Special Education Teacher Melissa Deutsch was 
recently named a recipient of the Award of Special Recognition in the teacher 
category as part of the Illinois State Board of Education’s Those Who Excel annual 
educator recognition program.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Deutsch said. “I feel like I 
make connections that are 
lasting with those small 
groups as well as a positive 

impact on their learning 
goals. In addition, I have 
co-taught with multiple 
teachers and I feel like 

I have made those same 
connections and impacts.”

See DEUTSCH pg 2

Tilton School 
update given 
at meeting

Locals compete at snow sculpting events
Mark, Danica Rogers and Kurt Wolter place third with ‘Morsmordre’

“Morsmorde” (left) comes from the Harry Potter world and consists of a skull with a snake coming out of its 
mouth and other snakes wrapped around the skull. “The Quest for Bachelorette #3” (right), which was a piece 
from the movie Shrek with the dragon breathing fire on Shrek with Donkey nearby.

(COURTESY PHOTOS)

in Lake Geneva, the team 
sculpted “The Quest for 
Bachelorette #3,” which 
was a piece from the mov-
ie Shrek with the dragon 
breathing fire on Shrek with 
Donkey nearby.

Danica has taken part 

in seven snow sculpting 
competitions, five times 
in Rockford and twice at 
nationals. Mark has done 
four in Rockford and one 
at nationals. Danica said 
she enjoys the sense of 
camaraderie at the compe-

titions, because it “feels like 
a reunion every year.” Her 
father agreed. 

“Everyone is so support-
ive of each other and helping 
and accommodating,” Mark 
said. “It’s a family-oriented 
event. I like to do it because 

I get to spend time with 
Danica and see her artistic 
talent at work. It’s fun to take 
a big chunk of snow and see 
it turned into a piece of art 
3.5 days later.”

See SNOW page 5MSRP $46,390

815-562-
8787

JEFFPERRYAUTOS.COM

1260 N. 7TH ST 
ROCHELLE
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MAKE US YOUR

First Choice
for MRI

Experience the difference
with our upgraded MRI.  

Call 815-562-2181 ext. 1350 
to schedule an MRI or visit 
rochellehospital.com/mri  
for more information.     

At Rochelle Community Hospital, we’re investing in 
the newest technology to provide you with the most 
comfortable – and convenient – experience. We offer  
the latest in digital MRI capabilities, including:

Greater patient comfort & access 

• Our wider bore provides the largest patient  
aperture in the industry  

Increased acceleration  

• Exam time reduced by up to 60% 
• Up to 99% noise reduction 

Quicker scheduling at our community hospital 
• Get an appointment sooner at RCH, versus 3-4  

weeks at a larger healthcare system 

Enhanced breast imaging capabilities

Compton, IL • 815-343-8047
• 24/7 Light/Medium Duty Towing & Recovery

• Mobile Auto Truck Repair
• Emergency Roadside Assistance

• Jump Starts
• Fuel Delivery

• Flat Tire Changes
• Lock Out Service

• Secure Impound Yard

12
19

20
22

From page 1

“I know that the person 
who recognized me for this 
award is someone whom I 
have worked with and sees 
those qualities in what I do 
and what I’ve done for our 
students.”

Being a special ed-
ucation teacher comes 
with many responsibili-
ties, including educating 
students with emotional 
and learning disabilities. 
Deutsch is responsible 
for writing individualized 
education plans (IEPs) and 
holding meetings with the 
educational team yearly or 
more frequently if needed. 
She also collaborates with 
staff members and parents 
on a regular basis. 

Deutsch called special 
education “incredibly im-
portant,” due to how it 
provides the opportunity 
for students who learn 
differently to access the 
curriculum and reach their 
full potential. 

“The staff who work 
with these students are 
specially trained to teach 
in a variety of ways to help 
the students be successful,” 
Deutsch said. “We spend a 
significant amount of time 
problem solving to find 

the best ways to help our 
students. I am challenged 
every day to be better. 
My job is stressful, but 
never boring. In elemen-
tary, I have a small group 
of students that I get to 
know really well. I love 
seeing students succeed at 
something they previously 
struggled with.”

Deutsch was a peer 
coach for students with 
disabilities while she 
was in high school and 
coached many different 
sports through the Special 
Olympics. She worked at a 
residential home for adults 
with disabilities during high 
school and college. She 
knew at an early age that 
she wanted to work with 
people with disabilities. 

“But I wasn’t exactly 
sure how that would look,” 
Deutsch said. “Coaching 
in high school led me to 
the idea of teaching. I get 
to work with students who 
learn differently every day.”

Central School Princi-
pal Justin Adolph called 
Deutsch “very skilled” at 
diagnosing areas of difficul-
ty for students and making 
“top-notch” individualized 
plans. He said it was great 
to see someone with many 
years of dedicated service 

DEUTSCH: Rochelle teacher presented with ISBE award

Melissa Deutsch is in her 24th year teaching in Rochelle Community School District #231. She spent her first 
20 years at Rochelle Middle School, where she mainly taught self-contained and co-taught English language 
arts to students with the need for special education services. 

(COURTESY PHOTOS)

be recognized with the 
ISBE award. 

“Special education 
provides individualized 
services for students who 
aren’t traditional learners,” 
Adolph said. “It is an essen-
tial service so that all kids 
can reach their fullest po-
tential. She connects with 
students very well and helps 

them see their strengths.”
Deutsch said a number 

of teaching experiences 
stand out in her memory in 
her years with D231. She’s 
always enjoyed seeing 
student reading test scores 
increase several grade lev-
els closer to their age group. 
She had the opportunity to 
tutor one of her favorite stu-

dents during three separate 
summers. 

Deutsch’s husband, Ja-
son, is also a longtime 
educator with D231 and 
teaches at RMS. In 2002, 
then-Principal Kevin Zilm 
helped Jason propose to 
Melissa over the morning 
announcements. 

In her years of teaching 

locally, Deutsch has en-
joyed seeing her students 
grow through education.

“It’s always fun and re-
warding to run into former 
students as adults,” Deutsch 
said. “But don’t be upset if 
I don’t recognize you right 
away, because you were 
about four feet tall when I 
last worked with you!”

DIXON — On March 
18, University of Illinois 
Extension Master Gar-
deners of Carroll, Lee, 
Ogle and Whiteside Coun-
ties will be hosting 2023 
Ready…Set…Grow… 
gardening workshop from 
8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at 
the Loveland Community 
Building, 513 W. 2nd St., 
Dixon. 

This year’s keynote 
address: Literary Gar-
dens, will be presented 
by Master Gardener and 

natural history writer Cin-
dy Crosby. Cindy takes 
a fun look at gardens in 
literature and poetry. From 
Agatha Christie’s mystery 
series to Brother Cadfael’s 
medieval herb garden to 
Michael Pollan’s garden 
in “Second Nature,” to the 
“Secret Garden” beloved 
of children’s literature, 
there are so many gardens 
that helped shape the books 
we love to read. See your 
garden with new eyes and 
come away with a list of 

books you can’t wait to 
explore.

Ready…Set…Grow… 
will also offer two break-
out sessions, a swag bag, 
a book nook, door prizes 
and a Master Gardener 
Help Desk. Breakout ses-
sions include Growing 
Great Grapes, Natural 
Fairy Gardens, Tree Man-
agement, Hummingbird 
Gardens, Contained Com-
positions, Backyard Or-
chard, Growing Vegetables 
Through the Seasons and 

Nature Journaling. The 
fee for this program is $25, 
and registrations will be 
accepted until March 10. 

Register online at go.
illinois.edu/ReadySet-
Grow or call your local 
Extension office. If you 
are interested in more in-
formation about Ready…
Set…Grow… or becoming 
a Master Gardener, please 
contact your local Exten-
sion office. Lee County: 
(815) 857-3525. Ogle 
County: (815) 732-2191.

THIS HOUSE FOR UNDER 
$700/MONTH

OWNOWN

630-208-4742

3 Bed, 1 bath, 2 Car Garage, Fenced Yard on a 1/3 of 
an acre lot in town. This is NOT a rent to own. Call 
for our Information Packet or to Schedule a Private 
Showing.

02
19

20
23

Ready Set Grow event scheduled for March 18

ROCKFORD — A 
Byron man was sentenced 
to 14 years in federal prison 
for transportation of child 
pornography.

Oscar Flores-Vazquez, 
51, pleaded guilty earlier 
this year to one count of 
knowingly transporting 
child pornography. U.S. 
District Judge John Robert 
Blakey imposed the sen-
tence. Flores-Vazquez was 
also ordered to pay $8,750 
in restitution to certain 
victims. The sentence was 
announced by John R. 
Lausch, Jr., United States 
attorney for the Northern 
District of Illinois; and 
Robert W. “Wes” Wheeler, 
Jr., special agent-in-charge 
of the Chicago Field Office 
of the FBI. The government 

was represented by Assis-
tant U.S. Attorney Jessica 
S. Maveus.

Flores-Vazquez admitted 
in a plea agreement that he 
used a peer-to-peer appli-
cation on his computer to 
knowingly allow others, 
including an undercover law 
enforcement agent, to access 
files on his computer that 
Flores-Vazquez knew con-
tained child pornography. In 
June 2018, Flores-Vazquez 
knowingly transported child 
pornography, including a 
file depicting a minor en-
gaged in sexually explicit 
conduct. Flores-Vazquez 
further admitted in the plea 
agreement that he possessed 
a laptop that contained more 
than 600 images of child 
pornography.

Ogle County man sentenced to 
14 years in federal prison for 
transporting child pornography
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Teach Kids about 
Electrical Safety!

Some important lessons include:
• Water and electricity do not mix
• The only objects that go into
  outlets are electric plugs
• Never stick fingers or objects in
  electrical appliances
• Electric cords should be left alone

Local People Providing Local Services

815-562-4155
333 Lincoln Hwy., Rochelle • www.rmu.net 01272019

• Secure Entry System
• Community room with kitchen
• Activities
• On-site coin operated laundry
• On-site management office
• Dependable 24/7 maintenance service
• On-site parking for residents

For more information, please call 815-562-1404
Full time Social Service Coordinator is available to assist residents

615 N. Lincoln Hwy.
Rochelle, IL 61068
TTY 847-390-1460

Rent based
on 30% of a 

Resident’s Adjusted 
Gross Income

M A N A G E D  B Y:

w w w. L S S I . o r g

Owned and operated by Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI) offering 
apartment living for older adults in Rochelle and the surrounding communities.

0101201701132019

Lincoln ManorAPARTMENT AVAILABLE

SCHOOL: Technology department presentation made Tuesday
From page 1

“In addition, whenever 
you implement something 
new, you would anticipate 
there to be a little bit of an 
implementation dip, but we 
haven’t seen a significant 
dip in student progress. 
That’s been exciting to 
look at.”

Tilton School is finish-
ing Star360 assessment 
benchmarking this week 
and Cox said that informa-
tion from the fall and winter 
will be used to start picking 
out things that are working 
out well and things that 
need to be improved on. 

The district recently 
sent eight staff members 
to a conscious discipline 
conference in Dallas in 
December, three of which 
were from Tilton, Cox 
said. Conscious discipline 
is the school’s social emo-
tional learning curriculum/
mindset and the conference 
helped staff to bring back 
new ideas, strategies and 
tools for implementation.

“I can speak to some of 
the things that we’ve done 
at Tilton such as increasing 
the visuals that are present 
in the building,” Cox said. 
“One of those specifically 
would be in our lunch 
room. That’s kind of an 
area we struggle with a 
little bit at Tilton. We’ve 
done some things to kind 
of increase our recognition 
of kids who are doing the 
right things.”

Cox said the school 
is working to implement 
pieces of conscious dis-
cipline throughout the 
school day. 

Tilton’s speech team is 
“back in full effect” this 
year after being off last 
year, which Cox said has 
been exciting for students, 
who are putting a lot of 
time and effort into making 
upcoming speech meets 

special. 
Superintendent Jason 

Harper thanked Cox and 
Tilton staff following her 
presentation. 

“Thank you for all 
your efforts this year with 
your fourth and fifth grade 
students,” Harper said. “I 
know your staff goes to 
great lengths to meet their 
needs and has done a lot of 
creative problem solving 
due to the number of kids 
and space and those types 
of things. We appreciate all 
of your efforts.”

Technology
Shared District IT Di-

rector Will Wise made a 
presentation to the board 
on recent happenings in his 
department. The IT depart-
ments of the elementary 
and high school districts 
were recently merged and 
technology has become 
of more importance in 
Rochelle schools since the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

All Rochelle schools 
now operate on a one-
to-one basis, meaning 
each student has a Google 
Chromebook device for 
school work. That required 
a lot of infrastructure 
upgrades to be made in-
cluding wireless internet 
improvements. 

Wise said the move 
to shared service IT for 
both districts has been “a 
great benefit for everyone 
involved” and one IT 
employee can be in each 
building at the beginning 
of each week. 

“That’s a really big deal 
and I don’t think that’s ever 
been the case,” Wise said. 
“We rotate around quite a 
bit and we have a new tick-
eting and inventory system 
for our IT department. It’s 
gone really well and it’s 
been a real lifesaver for 
everybody in my depart-
ment. This year, we’ve 

closed over 1,000 trouble 
tickets since switching to 
this system.”

The shift towards more 
devices has resulted in the 
ratio of IT employees to 
devices now being one 
to 800. 

“That’s 800 things that 
somebody is responsible 
for on a daily basis,” Wise 
said. “We’re constantly 
busy and running around 
and doing our best to 
make sure everything is 
operating. It’s been a fun 
challenge.”

The IT department is 
now on a yearly cycle for 
Chromebook renewals and 
will be purchasing 400 
of them each year, along 
with teacher laptops for 
one building each year. 
Students will receive new 
Chromebooks as they enter 
first and fifth grade, match-
ing up with the high school 
schedule of receiving one 
as a freshman. 

“If you have a student 
who goes through Rochelle 
schools, they’ll never have 
a Chromebook older than 
four years, which I think 
is a great benefit for the 
kids,” Wise said. “We 
keep the old ones around 
for parts. We’ve probably 
had 300 screen breaks out 
of those 1,000 tickets. We 
do all of the repairs in house 
and typically it only takes 
about an hour to make any 
repair and get it back to 
the student. It’s our goal 
to have kids take personal 
ownership of the Chrome-
book and try to take care of 
it. They get to keep it after 
high school.”

Wise said bringing two 
school IT systems together 
has been a challenge with 
“a lot of moving parts,” and 
his department is looking at 
merging more in the future 
including email systems, fi-

ber wiring and surveillance 
systems. 

Copiers
The board unanimously 

approved a bid from Marco 
for a five-year lease for 18 
copiers. The elementary 
and high school districts 
are joining copier contracts 
and desired to have both 
renewed at the same time. 
The elementary district 
will be refunded a check for 
$26,796 for the remaining 
six months on the current 
lease. 

Personnel
The board unanimously 

approved personnel chang-
es including the retirement 
of Sheryl Casey (end of 
2022-2023 school year) 
and the employment of 
substitute teachers Jessica 
Keisling, Noah Mershon, 
Evelyn Figueroa (as-need-

ed), Jennifer Herrera (as 
needed) and Jennifer 
Schroll (as-needed).

Personnel changes for 
the 2023-2024 school year  
that were also unanimously 
approved by the board in-
clude the transfers of Yhar-
osliv Cruz (interventionist/
substitute teacher to third 
grade bilingual teacher at 
Central School), Samantha 
Lower (special education 
at Central School to special 
education at Tilton School) 
and Melissa Bowers (read-
ing teacher at Central 
School to reading teacher 
at Lincoln School) along 
with the hires of Meghan 
Fletcher (third grade dual 
language teacher, Central), 
Betsie Swartz (third grade 
teacher, Central), Alexan-
dria Vanderkolk (fourth 
grade teacher, Tilton) and 
Jessica Kiesling (resource 
teacher, Tilton).

The board unanimously approved personnel changes as well as a bid from Marco for a five-year lease for 18 
copiers during Tuesday evening’s meeting.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

ROCHELLE — Rock 
River Valley IEA-Retired 
Teachers is sponsoring the 
Best of Motown presented 
by Gary Wenstrup at Hub 
City Senior Center, 401 
Cherry Ave., Rochelle, on 

Thursday March 16. 
Learn about the ground-

breaking music produced 
by Motown Records. 
Listen to the music that 
moved the world. Tickets 
are $10 and includes lunch 

at 11:30 a.m. Wear your 
dancing shoes, the music 
is that great. 

Reservations at tracy-
diestelmeier@gmail.com 
Questions: 815-238-1757. 
Deadline March 6. 

Best of Motown program 
scheduled for March 16

MALTA — Kishwau-
kee College will host the 
2023 Juried High School 
Student Art and Creative 
Writing Exhibition from 
Feb. 15-March 1.

Hosted in Kish’s Art 
Gallery, the exhibition is 
free and open to the pub-
lic during regular gallery 
hours from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

on Monday-Thursday. 
The exhibition showcases 
works by students from lo-
cal high schools including 
DeKalb, Hiawatha, Indian 
Creek, Oregon, Rochelle 
and Sycamore. Students 
submitted more than 100 
visual art and creative 
writing entries.

A closing reception to 

recognize the artists will 
take place 5:30-6:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, March 1, in 
the art gallery.

To set up a specific day 
and time to tour the exhi-
bition, interested parties 
can email gallery@kish.
edu. To learn more about 
the exhibition, visit kish.
edu/hsartexhibition.

Juried High School Student Art & Creative 
Writing Exhibition open at Kish College
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Any arrests listed 
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merely charges and 
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unless proven guilty 
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received from the 
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Ogle County Sheriff’s 

Department and 
the Illinois State 

Police, will be printed 
without exception. 
Requests to omit 

particular reports will 
not be considered or 
honored at any time.

Report Policy

Kiwanis Golden K recently presented donation checks to Girls Scouts, 4-H club Soaring Eagles and the local 
FFA chapter. “We were able to donate to these three youth organizations thanks to the support of our great 

community and the volunteering spirt of our generous members,” Kiwanis Golden K President-Elect Will 
McLachlan said. “These donations are part of the $28,000 we are donating this year!”  Pictured: President 

Ric Taylor and Nicole Keozie representing Girl Scouts and 4-H Soaring Eagles, and McLachlan, FFA Member 
Megan Seebach and FFA Advisor Donna Page.

Kiwanis Golden K presents donations to three local organizations

MALTA — The Kish-
waukee College Founda-
tion is pleased to announce 
the student scholarship re-
cipients for the Spring 2023 
semester. The Foundation 
awarded 280 scholarship 
awards totaling $181,845.

Scholarship funds are 
made possible through gen-
erous gifts from members 
of the community, local 
businesses and industry, 
and area agencies and 
associations. Students are 
selected on a competitive 
basis, according to each 
scholarship’s specific re-
quirements.

Local Kishwaukee Col-
lege students received the 
following awards:

Beulah & Roberta Hack-
ett Endowment —Vanessa 
Lira of Rochelle, Humberto 
Valdez of Rochelle.

Bud & Kay Stocking 
Rochelle Rotary Endow-
ment — Kaitlynn Ost of 
Rochelle.

Charles & Mary Roberts 
Memorial Endowment — 
Grace Barnes of Rochelle, 
Nadia Castillo of Rochelle, 
Ceci Vargas of Rochelle.

Charles & Mary Roberts 
Memorial Endowment 
for Nursing — Humberto 
Valdez of Rochelle.

Dean & Betty Burge-
meister Endowment — 
Baileigh Howlett of Ro-
chelle.

Diane McNeilly Educa-
tion Endowment — Julia 
Berry of Rochelle.

Doris & Robert Boey 
Endowment — Johnathan 
Nguyen of Rochelle.

Eleanor Anglin Price 
Scholarship — Celia Valle 
of Rochelle.

E m m a  A n d e r s o n 
Fund — Kendal Ansteth 
of Rochelle, Emily Garcia 
of Rochelle, Cooper Hasz 
of Rochelle, Liz Milan of 
Rochelle, Brooke Myroth 
of Rochelle, Olivia Ramos 
of Rochelle.

Employee Give Schol-
arship Fund —Humberto 
Valdez of Rochelle.

Jeremy “JD” Davis Me-
morial Endowment — Na-
dia Castillo of Rochelle.

Jesus Romero Hispanic 
Endowment — Samuel 
Villalobos-Nazario of Ro-

chelle.
Kishwaukee College 

Foundation Pay It Forward 
Scholarship — Damian Na-
va-Barrientos of Rochelle.

Mark Joseph Bussone 
Memorial Scholarship — 
Brooke Myroth of Ro-
chelle.

Nancy D. Castle Schol-
arship — Nadia Castillo of 
Rochelle.

Rebecca Williams Me-
morial Scholarship — Lu-
ciana Monroy of Rochelle.

Ruth Ashelford Pollock 
Nursing Fund — Baile-
igh Howlett of Rochelle, 
Vanessa Lira of Rochelle, 
Johnathan Nguyen of Ro-
chelle, Kaitlynn Ost of 
Rochelle, Olivia Ramos of 
Rochelle, Vanessa Salinas 
of Rochelle.

Ruth I. Hall Nursing En-
dowment — Ilse Molina of 
Rochelle, Johnathan Nguy-
en of Rochelle, Kaitlynn 
Ost of Rochelle, Olivia Ra-
mos of Rochelle, Vanessa 
Salinas of Rochelle, Laura 
Santiago of Esmond.

Sycamore Hospital Phy-
sicians Nursing Endow-
ment — Olivia Ramos of 
Rochelle.

Tom & Nancy Roberts 
Theatre Endowment — 
Asher Wiegartz of Ro-
chelle.

Velta Smith Nursing En-
dowment Scholarship — 
Baileigh Howlett of Ro-
chelle, Jordan Myatt of 
Rochelle.

Vernon & Dorothy 
Smith Memorial Endow-
ment — Julia Berry of 
Rochelle, Madison Ost of 
Rochelle, Ceci Vargas of 
Rochelle.

Wayne McIlrath Family 
Scholarship — Laura Val-
dez of Rochelle.

Students who wished 
to remain anonymous are 
omitted from this list.

The Kishwaukee Col-
lege Foundation scholar-
ships application period for 
the fall 2023 semester will 
be open from Wednesday, 
March 15, to Monday, April 
17. For more information 
on foundation scholarships, 
contact the Kishwaukee 
College Foundation at 815-
825-9803 or visit kish.edu/
kcfscholarships.

Kishwaukee College Foundation 
announces local spring 2023 
scholarship recipients

ROCHELLE — On 
Feb. 15, Brian Mitchell, 
48, of Florence, Mississippi 
was arrested for two counts 
of driving under the influ-
ence. He was released on 

an I-Bond with a March 17 
Rochelle court date.

On Feb. 15, AmandaMa-
rie Sarabia, 24, of Rochelle 
was arrested for domestic 
battery and transferred.

On Feb. 16, Jacob B. 
Cadieux, 40, of Winona, 
Minnesota was arrested on 
an outstanding Rockford 
Police Department war-
rant. He was released on a 

recognizance bond with a 
Feb. 27 Winnebago County 
court date.

All individuals are con-
sidered innocent until prov-
en guilty.

OREGON — On Feb. 
14 at approximately 9:34 
p.m. deputies responded 
to a disturbance in the 100 
block of South Commercial 
Street in Baileyville. Af-
ter investigation, deputies 
placed John Lehmann, 58, 
of Freeport under arrest for 
driving under the influence 
of alcohol. Lehmann was 
transported to the Ogle 
County Jail where he was 
held in lieu of bond.

On Feb. 15, Ogle Coun-
ty detectives arrested Je-
sus F. Cornejo-Garcia, 
a 37 year-old male of 
Rochelle, for eight counts 
of possession of child por-
nography under 13 (class 
two felony). In December 
2022, Illinois State Police 
investigators initiated an 
investigation after receiv-
ing information that Corne-
jo-Garcia was allegedly en-
gaged in downloading child 
pornography. A thorough 
investigation ensued in 
conjunction with the Illinois 
Attorney General’s Internet 
Crimes Against Children 
Unit, the ISP, Belvidere Po-
lice Department, Rochelle 
Police Department and 
the Ogle County Sheriff’s 
Office. A search warrant 
was executed on Feb. 15 
at Cornejo-Garcia’s resi-
dence. During the warrant 
execution, investigators 
seized evidence supporting 
an arrest for child pornog-
raphy.

On Feb. 15 at approx-
imately 5 a.m. deputies 
responded to the 600 block 
of North Second Street 
in Holcomb regarding a 
reported disturbance. After 
an investigation, deputies 
placed Laura A. Dee, 35, of 

Machesney Park, under ar-
rest for disorderly conduct. 
Dee was transported to the 
Ogle County Jail, where she 
was held in lieu of bond.

On Feb. 15 at approxi-
mately 2:54 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop at 
the intersection of North 
Kilbuck Road and East Illi-
nois Route 72. After an ini-
tial investigation, deputies 
placed Ali M. Saleh, 23, of 
Rockford, under arrest for 
driving unlicensed. Saleh 
was additionally cited for 
avoiding a traffic control 
device. Saleh was released 
from the scene on an I-Bond 
and provided with a future 
court date.

On Feb. 15 at 10:47 
p.m. deputies responded to 
the area of 7000 W. Penn 
Corner Road for the report 
of a vehicle in the ditch. 
After an investigation, it 
was discovered the vehicle 
struck a mailbox prior to 
entering the south ditch. 
The driver, Frank Hatch, 
68, of Polo was arrested for 
driving under the influence 
of alcohol. Hatch was also 
issued citations for expired 
registration and improper 
lane usage.  Hatch was 
transported to the Ogle 
County Jail and held in lieu 
of bond.

On Feb. 16 at 7:31 a.m. 
deputies, along with the 
Polo Fire and Ambulance 
and the Mt. Morris Fire 
Department responded to 
the intersection of Illinois 
Route 64 and Freeport Road 
for a report of a three-vehi-
cle accident with serious in-
juries. Upon investigation, 
deputies determined that a 
2003 GMC Yukon driven 
by Rebecca A. Marschang, 

50, of Polo, was northbound 
on Freeport Road and was 
unable to stop for a stop 
sign, possibly due to icy 
road conditions. As a result 
the GMC entered the inter-
section and collided with a 
2011 Honda Accord driven 
by Karen S. Harmon, 57, of 
Lanark that was eastbound 
on Illinois Route 64. After 
being struck by the GMC, 
the Honda then spun into 
the westbound lane where it 
was struck by a 2016 Peter-
bilt semi-tractor and trailer 
driven by Robert S. Engen, 
45 of Champlin, Minneosta 
that had been westbound 
on Illinois Route 64. En-
gen was uninjured in the 
collision and Marschang 
was transported by private 
vehicle to Freeport Memo-
rial Hospital for treatment 
of possible minor injuries. 
Harmon was pronounced 
deceased at the scene by the 
Ogle County Coroner and 
was transported to the Ogle 
County Coroner’s Office. 
The Incident remains un-
der investigation. Sheriff’s 

deputies were assisted at the 
scene by the Illinois State 
Police as well as the Polo 
Police Department.

On Feb. 16 at approxi-
mately 5:23 a.m. deputies 
and Lynn-Scott-Rock EMS 
responded to the inter-
section of Northwestern 
Avenue and North Junction 
Road in Davis Junction 
regarding a vehicle parked 
in the roadway with two 
unresponsive male occu-
pants. After an investiga-
tion, deputies placed Julio 
C. Ramos, 21, of Rochelle, 
under arrest for driving 
under the influence. Ramos 
was additionally cited for 
illegal parking and illegal 
transportation of alcohol. 
The passenger, identified as 
Anthony C. Nunez, 18, of 
Rockford, was arrested for 
underage consumption of 
alcohol and released on an 
I-Bond. Ramos was trans-
ported to the Ogle County 
Jail, where he was held in 
lieu of bond.

All individuals are in-
nocent until proven guilty.

Ogle County Sheriff’s Department

Deputies respond to disturbance

Rochelle Police Department

Officers issue multiple arrests

STEVENS POINT, 
Wis. — The University of 
Wisconsin-Stevens Point 
honored more than 2,350 
undergraduate students for 
attaining high grade point 
averages during the fall 
semester of the 2022-2023 
academic year.

Full-time undergrad-
uates who earned grade 
points of 3.90 to 4.0 (4.0 
equals straight A) are 
given the highest honors 

designation. High honor 
citations go to those with 
grade point averages from 
3.75 to 3.89 and honor 
recognition is accorded 
to those with grade point 
averages from 3.50 to 3.74.

Personalized certifi-
cates of scholastic achieve-
ment are sent to those who 
earned highest honors 
distinction.

Roche l l e :  Megan 
Thompson, highest honors. 

UW-Stevens Point 
honors Thompson for 
scholastic achievement

WILLIAMSBURG, 
V.A. — Peter Forsberg 
from Rochelle was recent-
ly named to the dean’s list 
at the College of William 
& Mary for the fall 2022 
semester.

In order to achieve 
dean’s list status, a full-
time degree seeking under-
graduate student must take 
at least 12 credit hours and 
earn a 3.6 quality point av-
erage during the semester. 

Forsberg named to William 
& Mary fall 2022 dean’s list
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Ashton Bible Church, corner of Main and Paddock 
in Ashton. Pastor Farrel Stauffer, church phone is 
(815)453-2190, church website www.ashtonbible.
org0. Sunday School for all ages 9:00-10:00am, 
Morning Worship 10:15am, Wednesday Prayer 
Meeting/Bible Study 6:30-8:00pm.

The Bridge Church, Pastor Greg Duncan, 11038 
E. IL Route 38, Rochelle, IL 61068. Phone: 815-
562-7750. Sunday School: 9:00 am; Sunday Service: 
10:00 am; Nursery & Children’s ministry during 
am service; Bible Study Tuesday 10:00 am and 
Wednesday 7:00 pm.  Web: thebridgechurchrochelle.
com Email: thebridgechurchrochelle@gmail.com

Calvary Lighthouse Church, Assemblies of 
God, Senior Pastor, Dr. James Horvath. 14409 
Hemstock Rd., Rochelle. Sunday Morning: 
Sunday Worship & Children’s Church 10:00 A.M., 
Wednesday Evening  7:00 P.M. – Adult Teaching, 
Missionettes & Royal Rangers Childrens Classes, 
Nursery available for all services. HE-Brews Cafe 
is open before and after services. For further 
information, please call the CLC office at 815-562-
7701, or email us at staff@calvarylighthouse.com

Calvary Lutheran Church, LCMC -  “To Know 
Christ and to Proclaim Christ in Word and Deed” 
-19 Perry Road, Lee, IL 60530 (the intersection of 
Perry Road and W. County Line Road). Rev. Martha 
Uecker Nelson, Pastor. Coffee Hour starts at 9:00 
a.m., Sunday School, Confirmation, and Adult 
Bible Study are at 9:15 a.m. Worship is at 10:30 
a.m. and is broadcast live on Facebook. Go to our 
website is at www.Calvarychurchlee.org and click 
on the link there. A Grief Support Group meets 
the third Tuesday of each month at 10:00 a.m. Call 
or text (815) 824-2825 or email CalvaryLeeIL@
gmail.com with questions or for more information. 
Also check us out at www.facebook.com/Calvary-
Lutheran-Church.

Rochelle Church of Christ, Keeping Christ at 
the center in the Hub City. We meet Sundays at 
9:00am for Bible Study and 10:00am for worship. 
We also have a Wednesday Bible Study at 7:00pm. 
206 Erickson Rd, Rochelle, IL 61068. You can 
call us at (815) 562-6572 or visit us on the web at 
rochellechurch.com. We also have a radio program 
Sundays just after 8am on WRHL 1060AM. 
Minister Dominic Venuso.

Creston United Methodist Church and Steward 
United Methodist Church - Rev. Ilhan You, 
Creston: 126 West South Street, P.O. Box 209, 
Creston, Illinois 60113. Sunday morning worship 
9:00am. Coffee fellowship at 10:15am. Steward: 
507 Main Street, P.O. Box 80, Steward, IL 60553. 
Adult Sunday School, 10:00am. Sunday morning 
worship and Children’s Sunday School 11:00am. 
Contact the church office at 847-730-4370 for 
more information. facebook.comcrestonumcil 
faccebook.com/stewardilumc

Elim Reformed Church, 140 S. Church Road, 
Kings, IL 61068. Phone: 815-562-6811. Email 
goelimchurch@gmail.com Website www.
goelimchurch.org Sunday Morning Worship 10:00 
Rev. Marv Jacobs

Faith Lutheran Church –  (14206 E. Flagg Rd.) – 
“Making Christ Known Through Lives of Faith.” In-
person worship is available each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. 
or online at “Faith Lutheran Social” on YouTube. 
Worship resources are also available on our Facebook 
page - ‘Faith Lutheran Church ELCA.’ You may also 
e-mail Pastor Joy Alsop at Pastor@faithlcrochelle.org 
for more information. All are welcome to join us!

First Baptist Church of Rochelle, First Baptist 
Church of Rochelle invites you to experience 
our practical Bible services which have nurseries 
provided in every service along with a wide range 
of children’s and teen ministries.  Sunday School 
is at 9:30 am with regular church services at 10:30 
am and 6:00 pm.  Wednesday Family Night starts 
at 6:30 pm with AWANA for the 5 yr. olds thru 
6th grade.  The Omega Teen Ministry also starts at 
6:30 pm for 7th – 12th grades and the Adult Bible 
Study at 7:00 pm.  First Baptist Church is located 6 
blocks west of Hwy 251 at the corner of Woolf Ct. 
and 8th Ave. in Rochelle.  Call 562-4168 for more 
information .  Listen at 11:00 am Sunday mornings 
on WRHL 1060 AM for the Sunday morning “Bible 
Message.” www.firstbaptistrochelle.org

First General Baptist Church, 500 S. 12th 
St, Rochelle.   Phone: 815-562-5221. Email: 
fgbcrochelle@gmail.com.Website: www.
fgbcrochelle.org. Facebook: www.facebook.com/
fgbcrochelle.Pastor:   Rev. Angelo Bonacquisti. 
Sunday worship services: 8:30 am, 11:15 am 
and 6:00 pm.  Sunday school:  10:00 am. We’d be 
honored to have you join us as we worship JESUS 
and continue to grow in truth and love for God 
and each other.  A nursery, children’s church, youth 
group and small groups are available.  If you need 
a ride please contact our church bus driver, John, 
at (815) 262-4275 by 8:30 am on Sunday. “For if 
you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and 
believe in your heart that God raised him from the 
dead, you will be saved.” Romans 10:9

First Presbyterian Church – An Amazing Place 
for Amazing Grace- Rev. Doug Forsberg, Senior 
Pastor. 1100 Calvin Road, Rochelle.  Email: info@
placeforgrace.com.  Sunday morning worship 
9:00am & 11:00am. In person or streamed 
online. On our Website and Facebook Live.  
www.placeforgrace.com / www.facebook.com/
placeforgrace

Grace Fellowship Church  — Pastor Jeff Ardissone, 
2128 Il Route 38, Ashton, 815-453-7464. Sunday 
School 8:30 a.m. Sunday Worship Service 9:45 a.m. 
www.graceisforyou.com

Harvest Baptist Church 241 Scott Ave. (Hillcrest). 
Rev. Duane Boehm, pastor. Email duane712@
hotmail.com, cell 815-757-3427. Visit us on 
Facebook! Service times: Sunday morning worship 
with Children’s Church at 10 am. Wednesday night 
worship at 7 pm. 

Immanuel Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 
16060 E. Lindenwood Road, Lindenwood, IL 61049. 
Rev. Dr. Matthew Rosebrock. Church Phone 393-
4500. Church Worship 9:00 a.m. Sunday School 
Christian Education Hour at 10:30   a.m.

Living Water Community Church  405 N. Main St, 
Downtown Rochelle. Phone 815-561-6249, Website: 
www.lwccr.com, Like us on Facebook. We are Non-
Denominational, Christ Centered, Casual dress, Christ 
Centered Live Band Worship. Chris Bender- Teaching 
Pastor, Brent Braski- Administrative Pastor, Adrian 
Daugherty- Lead Worshipper, Joe Mortimer- Youth 
Director, Amanda Barnes- Office Manager. Sunday 
Worship Service- 10:00am. Nursery/Toddlers Ages 
0-5 available during the service in the Splash building. 
Swim- Grades 1st-5th worship with the adults then 
break out for age appropriate teaching. Youth groups, 
Small groups, Life Groups and Workshops meet 
throughout the year for Bible teaching. 7C’s Mission- 
serves the community physically & spiritually each 
month from 1135 Lincoln Hwy, providing lightly used 
clothing, Hygiene items, a light lunch and Elder Prayer 
open the second Saturday from 10am-2pm and the 4th 
Thursday from 4pm to 7:00pm and by appointment..  

  

New Hope Fellowship (Church of God - 
Anderson, IN), 1501 10th Ave., Rochelle, IL 61068. 
Service: Sunday at 9 a.m. 10:30 a.m., (815)561-
8400, www.NHFchurch.net Pastor: Dan Sergeant 
and Pastor Nick Tornabene.  (Classes for children 
through age fifth grade during service.)

Rochelle United Methodist Church invites 
everyone to enter into the passion of Jesus. For 
Lent, our Bible Study and worship series will 
be focused on the last week of Jesus’ life, and 
the compassion and passion it reveals in loving 
obedience to God and love for human beings. 
As we enter the story of Jesus’ passion, we come 
to it with our own eyes, our own humanity, our 
own experience. That gets all wrapped up in our 
interpretation…. that is how faith works! That is 
how we makes sense of things, and how we come 
to greater awareness, understanding, insight and 
compassion for our own stories and for those 
of others. So this Lent, this time of preparation 
for Easter, we will enter the passion of Jesus. Let 
us freeze frame a moment, so that we might 
dwell….and become not just story tellers, but 
story dwellers. Adapted from a poem by Marcia 
McFee.  Everyone is always welcome to all of our 
services. Ash Wednesday service is a time to 
pause and reflect on our regrets and laments.  It 
is at 7:00 pm on Wednesday, Feb. 22. Come as 
you are – you will be welcome! Sunday worship 
is at 9:00 am with Sunday School for children after 
the Children’s Message.  Recorded services are 
available on our YouTube channel and our website 
at www.rochelleumc.com.  Our services are on 
the radio (93.5 FM) on Sunday mornings at 9:00 
am.  Our Facebook page is www.facebook.com/
rochelleumc.  Rev. Dr. Katherine Thomas Paisley, 
Pastor. 709 Fourth Ave. (815) 562-2164. admin@
rochelleumc.com. Everyone is welcome and loved!

St. Patrick Catholic Church Rev. Jesus 
Dominguez; Deacon Fermin Garcia; Deacon 
George Schramm; 244 Kelley Dr. (Corner of 
Kelley & Caron Rd.), PO Box 329, Rochelle, IL 
61068. Office Hours: 9:00 AM- 4PM Monday-
Thursday, Phone: 815-562-2370. Mass times: 8:00 
AM Monday-Thursday, Saturday Vigil Mass 5:00 
PM English, 7PM Spanish, Sunday Mass 7:30 AM, 
9:00 AM in English and 11:00 AM in Spanish. 
Confessions: Monday 8:30AM & 6:30PM, 
Tuesday 8:30AM, Saturday 8:30am & 4:00-4:45 
PM Or by appointment. Religious Education: 
Deacon George Schramm, Director of Religious 
Education. 903 Caron Road, Rochelle, IL 61068, 
815-561-0079; Website: stpatricksrochelle.com 
Email: stpatrick-rochelle@rockforddiocese.org 
Facebook.com/StPatrickRochelle

St. Paul Lutheran Church “Building Relationships 
in Christ, Now and Forever!” Pastor-Rev. Greg 
Hoffmann, Steven Hall, Principal, Parish Nurse-
Marcia Schnorr. 1415 Tenth Ave., Rochelle. 
Church Office-562-2744. Worship times: 6:00 p.m. 
Saturday, 9:00 a.m. Sunday. Our service is broadcast 
over WRHL 1060AM at 10:00 a.m. Sunday. Sunday 
School 10:15-11:15 a.m.  Call 562-6323 for more 
information about the school.

CHURCH DIRECTORY
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The Rockford compe-
tition saw 14 total teams 
competing, along with a 
high school division. Warm 
temperatures postponed 
the competition, originally 
scheduled for Jan. 18-21. 
Warmer temperatures and 
rain returned for the past 
weekend, but Mark said 
the team was able to stave 
off the weather. 

“That was detrimental 
to the sculpting aspect 
because we didn’t want 
the rain on it,” Mark said. 
“We put up a structure and 
tarped it over to save it from 
the rain. We were able to 
work on our block without 
the rain bothering us. It 
went great considering 
the circumstances we were 
dealt. All the teams did a 
great job. Everybody had a 

piece that was interesting. 
But it was quite the task.”

For the Rockford com-
petition, the Rockford 
Park District and its snow 
making team makes snow 
and puts it in big box forms 
six feet by six feet by 10 
feet tall. They fill them 
and pack the snow, before 
wrapping them and wait-
ing for competitors, who 
unwrap the blocks and start 
sculpting.

The Rogers are also 
known for their work in 
the U.S. National Straw 
Sculpting Competition in 
Mt. Morris. Danica said 
she enjoys that competi-
tion because of the nicer 
weather, but the shorter 
window for snow sculpting 
makes for a better work-
flow. However, the snow 
time limit can also make 
it harder, as she estimates 

she only got two hours of 
sleep on one of the nights 
in Rockford. 

Mark said sculpting 
with snow leaves less 
margin for error than with 
straw. 

“With straw, if you 
make a mistake or don’t 
like something, you can 
take straw off and reapply 
it,” Mark said. “With snow, 
if you take part of it off, 
you have to have the right 
kind of snow to replace it 
with and the right weather 
conditions to make chang-
es. And sculpting snow in 
the winter takes a toll on 
your body. I’m 62, and 
we used a new tool this 
year which is sort of a 
chain used by two people 
to saw snow off. There’s a 
lot of shoulder work there. 
After doing nationals and 
Rockford over two weeks, 

I was the sorest I’ve ever 
been in my life.” 

When comparing the 
two recent snow compe-
titions, Mark and Danica 
said the weather was better 
in Lake Geneva, but the 
sense of community and 
support from competi-
tors was the same. The 
national competition saw 
sculptors from different 
states including Alaska, 
New Hampshire, New 
York, North Dakota and 
Vermont. 

“Both nationals and 
Rockford were great,” 
Mark said. “They treat it 
like a community event 
to bring people into town 
to enjoy in the rougher 
months of the year. Both 
places should be com-
mended for the amount 
of work it takes to put a 
competition on.”

SNOW: Local sculptors compete in area, national contests

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Rochelle sculptors Mark and Danica Rogers placed 
third in the 37th Annual Snow Sculpting Competition 
at Rockford’s Sinnissippi Park on Feb. 11 for their 
entry “Morsmordre.”
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Guest column

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages responsible 
letters to the editor on subjects of interest to our readers. 

Editing may be necessary for space, clarity or to avoid 
obscenity or libel, but ideas will not be altered. All letters 

must bear the handwritten signature of the writer and 
include address and phone number or e-mail address 

for verification purposes. Neither the street address nor 
phone number will be printed. Letters should be typed 

or legibly handwritten, and no anonymous letters will be 
published. Any letters from boards or organizations must 
include at least one name of an individual. Any criticism of 
public officials should be limited to issues related strictly 

to their position or actions made in office, as personal 
attacks will not be published. Letters involving private 
disputes between the writer and a business will not be 

published. Political endorsements will be published, 

however letters  rom candidates endorsing themselves 
will not be printed. Letters may be dropped at the 

News-Leader office (211 IL Route 38 East), mailed to the 
News-Leader (P.O. Box 46, Rochelle, IL 61068) or e-mailed 

(news@rochellenews-leader.com.) The News-Leader 
reserves the right to edit or reject any letter to the editor 
for any reason, and letters chosen for publication do not 

necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

IL Sen. Brian Stewart
M104A State House
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0180

U.S. Con. Adam 
Kinzinger
1218 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-3635

* Denotes Chairman/President

IL Rep. Tom Demmer
314 Capitol
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

John
Bearrows

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes  bhayes@rochelleil.us
Rosaelia Arteaga  rarteaga@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                       dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
John Gruben  jgruben@rochelleil.us

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Dave Casey  dcillini94@gmail.com
Steve Builta  sbuilta@gmail.com
Ashley Jackson                      ajackson@d231.rochelle.net
Stephanie White                        swhite@d231.rochelle.net
Eric Van Hise  eric.vanhise@gmail.com
Trisha Vaughn                                      jrvtlv02@msn.com
Javier Zepeda  jzepeda@rthsd212.org

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Carol Hayenga  carol.hayenga@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas  bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Jacky Aguilera jacky.aguilera@rths212.org
Jeff Tilton  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Bobby Chadwick bobby.chadwick@rthsd212.org
Brian VanVickle                  brian.vanvickle@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board

Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodie Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Lloyd Droege  ldroege@oglecounty.org
Dan Miller  dmiller@oglecounty.org
Greg Sparrow  gsparrow@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Bruce McKinney bmckinney@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney  skenney@oglecounty.org
David Williams  dwilliams@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
Wayne Williams jwdw13@yahoo.com
Jennifer Payton  
*Tom Byro  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Steve Katzman  skatzman@essex1.com
Mike Kerns  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Mark Hibshman  
Curt Ward  caward92@comcast.net

Hillcrest Village Board
*Randy Salsbury  rsalsbury@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pittman  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Dan Potter dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Richard Rhoads  rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball  tball@hillcrestil.us
Renee Kerwin  rkerwin@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
*Bob Withrow  flaggtwp@rochelle.net
Joanna Patrick  flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
Susan Rothenberger assessor@rochelle.net
Scott Seebach  scottseebach@gmail.com
Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle  noggle62@gmail.com
Eric Gruben  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hagar  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
*Jaqueline Dickow dickow@comcast.net
Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net
Michael Scanlan scanlan@comcast.net
Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip          doobs12@comcast.net

NOW that 2023 
is in full swing, 
e v e r y o n e 

seems to have a lot going 
on. The city is no excep-
tion. First, I want to say 
thank you to Dave Eck-
hardt and the entire From 
the Heart committee. The 
event held on Feb. 4, 
which was the group’s 15th 
year anniversary edition, 
exceeded all expectations 
by reaching their overall 
goal of $80,000. 

Those moneys, as you 
may or may not know, 
go to eight not-for-profit 
entities that serve the 
Rochelle area. All these 
groups were hard hit 
through the pandemic 
by not being able to do 
fundraisers etc., which is 
what keeps them going to 
serve those in need. The 
groups are CASA, Focus 
House, HOPE of Ogle 
County, Hub City Senior 

Center, Pegasus Special 
Riders, Rochelle Area 
Community Foundation, 
Shining Star and Rochelle 
Christian Food Pantry. 

These groups have 
representatives that help 
with not only the planning 
and preparation of the 
event, but work the actual 
event. The night was filled 
with both silent and live 
auction items, games with 
prizes of diverse types and 
much fellowship sharing 
in a great cause. 

Each of the eight groups 
will receive $10,000 each 
to be used for each of their 
missions. Job well done! 
I would be remiss if I did 
not thank you, the com-
munity of Rochelle. This 
community has always 
been there for support. 
I always like to think of 
Rochelle as a small com-
munity with a big heart 
and I am immensely proud 

of that. Thank you again. 
Coming up on March 

2, City Manager Jeff 
Fiegenschuh and I will 
be doing a live State of 
the Community address 
beginning at 6 p.m. The 
event will be held in coun-
cil chambers at 
City Hall, as well 
as live streamed 
on the city’s Face-
book page and 
YouTube.  Once 
the event is com-
pleted, I will share 
the video to my 
mayor’s page for 
those that follow 
there. 

The topics for this 
event will include a recap 
of 2022 and a report as 
to where we are today, 
both project status, as 
well as the city’s financial 
snapshot. I am extremely 
pleased with the current 
financial position the city 

is in and trust you will be 
as well. 

The city received 
t h e  G F O A D i s t i n -
guished Budget Award 
for the third time this 
year. Rochelle was one 
of the few communi-

ties to get it on 
our first try three 
years ago! Thank 
you to Peggy Fri-
day, Chris Cardott 
and everyone who 
worked on another 
successful Distin-
guished Budget 
Award. 

Coming up on 
March 10 will be 

the third job fair/hiring 
event, which is sponsored 
by the City of Rochelle, 
Office of Mayor, Kish-
waukee College, Rochelle 
Township High School, 
Rochelle Foods – Hormel, 
Tyson Foods, and 102.3 
The Coyote & Superhits 

93.5. 
A targeted social me-

dia, radio and print cam-
paign will be used to reach 
the largest segment of the 
unemployed as far east as 
Aurora. This year, RTHS 
juniors and seniors alike 
will be able to have some 
designated time with 
those local companies 
that might be looking for 
employees in a field that is 
of interest to the students. 
I understand there could 
also be some seasonal 
work for those students 
looking for summer or 
part-time work. 

This is a wonderful 
opportunity for job seek-
ers in the Rochelle area. 
Although students will 
begin entering during 
the morning, The expo is 
open to the public from 
noon to 2 p.m. 

Lastly, we have elec-
tions coming up April 4 

for several local offices 
including school boards, 
fire districts, college, li-
brary, park district, villag-
es and city. Regardless of 
your beliefs or direction 
of support, I encourage 
you to become acquainted 
with those seeking office, 
learn about their vision for 
the future and look at their 
past accomplishments. 
This is your community, 
and April 4, you not only 
have a duty to vote, but 
you also have an obliga-
tion and privilege to do 
so. Please make sure you 
are registered and please 
vote.

I will finish today’s 
article with a great quote 
to think about: “Just one 
small positive thought in 
the morning can change 
your whole day.”

John Bearrows is the 
mayor of the City of Ro-
chelle.

“Why aren’t you 
drinking?” 

My former boss 
slurred those words as he 
looked across a table while 
he and my co-workers 
downed a pitcher of beer 
at a mandatory staff pizza 
party. 

Drinkers ask that 
question. Not only is it 
off-putting and rude it’s 
ubiquitous.

I’ve never quite under-
stood why that’s anyone’s 
business but my own; but 
it’s asked continually in 
the circles where I have 
worked: politics and jour-
nalism.

I don’t care if someone 
drinks around me. Why 
should they care if some-
one doesn’t drink around 
them? 

Please note, I’m not 
talking about beer and 
burgers fellas or those who 
enjoy an occasional sip of 
wine. I’m talking about 
those who lack an on/off 
switch, who don’t know 
when is when. 

My first exposure to al-
coholism was my maternal 
grandfather. He started the 
day with a shot of whis-
key before breakfast and 
couldn’t function without 
some amount of alcohol 
flowing through his veins. 

My recollections of 
him are primarily as a 
sad drunk, always in a 
stupor in his red recliner, 
smoking Marlboros and 
playing solitaire. Did I 
ever see him fully sober? 
I don’t know. 

Neither his wife nor 
three children drank al-
cohol. Growing up, my 
mother remembered hella-
cious arguments as Grand-
pa disappeared with his 
drinking buddies to spend 
money on booze rather 
than food or rent.

Addiction is a perni-
cious disease. 

My mother, a registered 
nurse, was convinced a 
genetic predisposition for 
alcoholism lurked in our 
DNA. Recent scientific 
studies have since found 

there is a genetic compo-
nent to substance abuse. 
So, maybe she was onto 
something 40 years ago. 

Regardless, I chose not 
to start drinking. I’m 58 
years old and have never 
tasted alcohol. That’s not 
a badge of honor or dis-
grace. It’s just a choice. 
Interesting enough, both 
presidents Biden 
and Trump make 
the same claim 
about lifelong ab-
stinence from al-
cohol. Both men 
also have a histo-
ry of family sub-
stance abuse.

In school, I was 
hassled a bit for 
not engaging in the 
hard-drinking lifestyle. I 
chose friends who didn’t 
care.

But it’s in the work-
force that I’ve found the 
pressure to conform to a 
particular behavior the 
most extreme. When I was 
a young reporter, my ab-
stinence from alcohol was 

mentioned as a detriment 
during a formal job-per-
formance evaluation. 

The boss said a good 
reporter has to be a drinker 
to really understand the 
world. It would be easy 
to mark this off as one bad 
boss among many good 
ones. But it’s a situation I 
keep encountering.

Years later, I 
found myself in 
another state sit-
ting next to another 
boss, as I sipped 
my Diet Coke, 
and he slurred, 
“Is this some sort 
of religious thing, 
you know, that you 
don’t drink?”

No, it isn’t. But 
if were, would it be any of 
your business?

By that time in my 
career, I was supervising 
people, some of whom 
had substance abuse prob-
lems. 

During one out-of-
state meeting, I saw one 
particular reporter’s hands 

shake and he’d shift un-
comfortably in his chair. 
He’d then announce that 
he forgot something in his 
hotel room and disappear 
for a fix.  

When I expressed con-
cern, I was told, “He’s not 
an alcoholic – they go to 
meetings.” Not a compas-
sionate way to deal with 
someone who is suffering 
– or a smart way to deal 
with a team member who 
is impaired. 

The  o rgan iza t ion 
claimed it couldn’t afford 
an employee assistance 
program but hosted plenty 
of events with open bars. 
Usually before opening 
the bar the boss would 
point to one fellow who 
would often get sloshed 
at lunch before returning 
to work and announce, 
“Don’t get in front of him 
on the way to the bar, he’ll 
run you over.”

Where he saw amuse-
ment, I saw a problem. 
Alcoholism isn’t a matter 
of bad character. It’s a dis-

ease and should be treated 
as such. 

But when I’d raise 
concerns to those above 
me about employees in my 
charge, it was dismissed 
with a wave of the hand 
as if to say, “You’re a tee-
totaler, what do you know 
about alcohol?” 

Yeah, the problem is the 
folks who don’t drink – not 
the ones who can barely 
function. Privately, I guid-
ed one of my co-workers 
into a 12-step program. 

At future work gath-
erings, he’d be sipping 
coffee while others were 
downing cocktails. 

Inevitably, someone 
would ask, “Why aren’t 
you drinking?” He’d shift 
uncomfortably from foot 
to foot and try to come up 
with a response.

How about: It’s none of 
your business.

S c o t t  R e e d e r,  a 
staff writer for Illinois 
Times, can be reached 
at sreeder@illinoistimes.
com.

A small community with a big heart

It’s none of your business

Scott
Reeder

THE News-Leader 
would like to re-
mind the public 

and our readers that respon-

sible letters to the editor on 
subjects of interest to our 
readers are encouraged. 
Letters to the editor must 

abide by the guidelines that 
you will find at the bottom 
of this page. 

Those that want to make 

their voice heard can send 
their letters via email to 
news@rochellenews-lead-
er.com, in the mail to 

PO Box 46, Rochelle, IL 
61068 or drop them off at 
211 Illinois Route 38 East, 
Rochelle, IL 61068. Ques-

tions? Call 815-561-2151. 

Jeff Helfrich
Managing Editor

Submit a letter to the News-Leader
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COMMUNITY

Coffee Break
Call 815-561-2151 to submit names for birthdays and anniversaries

Birthdays & Anniversaries
 Feb. 20

Christian Losoya
 

Feb. 21
Kris Oleson

Anna Sexton
 

Feb. 22
Jessica South
Lucy Hazlip

 
Feb. 26

Natalie Powell
 

Feb. 27
Beth Bolhous

Feb. 28
Lucas Donoho

Jan. 24 - Kathryn Tyner, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 25 - RACF, $25

Jan. 26 - Jacqueline Nass, Naperville, $25

Jan. 27 - Andrea Svela, Rochelle, $25

Jan. 28 - Anne Aubry, Whitefish Bay, WI, $25

Jan. 29 - From the Heart, $50

Jan. 30 - Alexander Herrera, Dixon, $25

Jan. 31 - Rochelle Chamber, $25

Feb. 1 - Deanna Hill, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 2 - From the Heart, $25

Feb. 3 - HOPE of Ogle County, $25

Feb. 4 - Melanie Bonilla, Rochelle, $250

Feb. 5 - Jesse Johnson, Cambridge, WI, $50

Feb. 6 - Adlai Schaefer, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 7 - Marie McNames, Byron, $25

Feb. 8 - Holly Kubale, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 9 - Jessica Johnson, Edgerton, $25

Feb. 10 - Joanne Storey, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 11 - Jessica Rogers, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 12 - Sandra Cummings, Rockford, $50

Feb. 13 - Rochelle Chamber, $25

Feb. 14 - Kaya Fulgencio, Rochelle, $250

Feb. 15 - Nathaniel W. Brass, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 16 - Jewel Challand, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 17 - RACF, $25

Feb. 18 - Hollie Peterson, Walnut, $25

Feb. 19 - Mary Goken, Rochelle, $50

If you would like to volunteer with us, please email us at 
volunteer@kitchentablerochelle.org

February 21 - (Tuesday) - BBQ Chicken (Breasts or Thighs/
Leg), Roasted Potatoes, Green Beans, Dinner Rolls

February 28 - (Tuesday) - Chicken Lickn’ Bowls, Coleslaw, 
Biscuits

March 5 - (Sunday Brunch) - Sausage Gravy and Biscuits, 
Sausage Links, Breakfast Casserole

KIDS MENU: Chicken Nuggets w/Fries
**All menus are subject to change. If you would like to 

check before coming out, please call us at 815-561-9074 
www. KitchenTableRochelle.org

THE KITCHEN TABLE MENU

At the recent 15th annual From the Heart gala, the Rochelle Rotary Club presented a check for $32,000 to From 
the Heart. The money was raised through cash calendar sales. Rotary thanked everyone who purchased 2023 

calendars. 2024 calendars will be available later this year. 

Rochelle Rotary Club donates $32,000 to From the Heart

(PHOTO BY LIFEWORKS PHOTOGRAPHY STUDIO)

OGLE COUNTY — 
The Ogle County Emergen-
cy Food and Shelter Pro-
gram has been listed to re-
ceive federal appropriations 
from EFSP National Board 
Program in the amount of 
$25,676 for phase 40. This 
amount is subject to change 
by the National EFSP 
National Board. The Ogle 
County EFSP Program is 

accepting grant letters of 
application from agencies 
in Ogle County that provide 
emergency food and shelter.

Eligible agencies must 
meet the following crite-
ria: have the capability to 
provide emergency food 
and/or shelter services; 
propose to use the funds to 
supplement or expand an 
existing program and ser-

vices; is a private nonprofit 
with a voluntary board or 
an agency of government; 
have an accounting system, 
and practices non-discrim-
ination, have FEIN# and 
DUNNs #.

Letters of application for 
requested funds should be 
made to Ogle County EFSP 
and emailed to HOPE of 
Ogle County, Attn: Ruth 

Carter,  hopeogle.admin@
hopedv.org

The application letters 
must be received by 5 p.m. 
on Feb. 24. The local board 
is to distribute funds appro-
priated by Congress to help 
expand the capacity of food 
and shelter programs run 
by local service organiza-
tions with services in Ogle 
County. 

Ogle County Emergency Food and Shelter 
Program accepting grant letters of application
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(815) 562-5207

Rochelle Vet  
supports all of our 

local Future  
Farmers of America

We support all  
those working 
to become the  
Future Farmers 

of America.

903B South 7th St
PO Box 442

Rochelle, IL 61068
815-973-2370-Cell

815-561-6132-office

H.J. Hart Agency LLC
Jim Hart

Crop Insurance Specialist

We have been helping farmers for over 30 years.

Let us help you too. Contact us today!

Crop Insurance deadline is March 15th.

02212021

2025 Sublette Rd
Sublette, IL 61367

815-849-5223

We support all FFA 
members in their journey 
to become our countries 

future farmers.

HEWITT
- AND - 

WAGNER
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

1124 Lincoln Highway, Rochelle
815-562-2704

www.hewitt-wagner.com

02
21

20
21

We proudly support all area 
youth involved in FFA!

We believe in the 
future of Agriculture

02
19

20
23

Rodriguez, Vaughan, Seebach & Ludwig

RTHS FFA has 

had a chapter 

for more than 

90 years! 

4 FFA reps to compete at District level4 FFA reps to compete at District level
Four members of the RTHS Chapter of FFA won the right to compete at the district 
level in March during the FFA Section Proficiencies competition at Stillman Valley 
High School.

Ricardo Rodriguez will compete in Food Service Placement

Megan Seebach will compete in Equine Science Entrepreneurship

Veronica Vaughan will compete in Grain Production Placement

Makayla Ludwig will compete in Arts & Communication

Tues. Feb. 21     College/career day 
Wed. Feb. 22     Official FFA Dress day 
                           FFA hosts Staff  
     Appreciation Breakfast

Thurs. Feb. 23    Blue & Gold or your  
      clubwear day
Fri.  Feb. 24        Flannel Day

FFA Week dress up days at RTHS

FFA WEEK

Four members of the Rochelle Township High School Chapter of FFA won the right to compete at the district 
level in March during the FFA Section Proficiencies competition at Stillman Valley High School. Ricardo 

Rodriguez will compete in food service placement. Megan Seebach will compete in equine science 
entrepreneurship. Veronica Vaughn will compete in grain produce placement. Mikayla Ludwig will compete 

in two areas of supervised agricultural experience: arts & communication as well as human services.

RTHS FFA reps will compete across the gambit at the district level

BY VICKI SNYDER-CHURA
SPECIAL TO THE NEWS-LEADER

ROCHELLE — Ro-
chelle Township High 
School junior Megan 
Seebach has earned the 
recommendation that the 
Illinois FFA Degree be 
bestowed upon her at the 
upcoming state conven-
tion.

Megan’s supervised 
agricultural experience 
(SAE) has three compo-
nents: Equine entrepre-
neurship, ag processing 
related to her work at the 
Maplehurst Farms scale 
house during harvest sea-
son, and finally, she keeps 
track of her work in the 
Ag classroom assisting 
Mrs. Page.

Through SAEs, FFA 
members grades 7-12 are 
challenged to develop 
critical thinking and ef-
fective decision-making 

Seebach to receive 
Illinois FFA Degree 
at state convention

skills, foster teamwork 
and promote communi-
cation while recognizing 
the value of ethical com-
petition and individual 
achievement. CDE and 
LDE events occur at the 
local, state and national 
levels.

Megan Seebach

CHICAGO  – During 
Illinois Farm Bureau’s 
Annual Meeting in Chi-
cago in early December, 
volunteers from across the 
state were celebrated for 
their efforts and accom-
plishments with the Ag in 
the Classroom program. 
The Sauk Valley area had 
three receive recognition 
for their dedication to Ag 
in the Classroom.

Recipients were rec-
ognized as Illinois Ag in 
the Classroom Volunteers 
of the year including the 
Mitchell Family from 

Tampico and the Ash-
ton Franklin Center FFA 
Chapter from Ashton. 

Volunteering with the 
Whiteside County Ag in 
the Classroom program, 
it’s a family effort for 
the Mitchell Family to 
share their experiences 
with their melon farm 
outside of Tampico.  Like 
an ever expanding melon 
vine, the family, including 
Jeanne Mitchell, Whitney 
Mitchell-DeWitte, Greg 
Mitchell and Jean Mitch-
ell, plants the seeds of 
knowledge regarding their 

AFC FFA chapter receives Ag in the Classroom award
specialty area in agricul-
ture by sharing their pas-
sion with students. Family 
members present to accept 
the award were Jeanne 
Mitchell, Doug Mitchell, 
Brandon DeWitte and 
Whitney DeWitte.

In a unique recognition, 
not a single person, but 
the entire Ashton Franklin 
Center (AFC) FFA Chap-
ter was honored for their 
15 years of dedication 
to the Lee County Ag in 
the Classroom program. 
The AFC FFA Chapter 
has been instrumental 
in supporting the annual 
Lee County Ag Expo as 
volunteers and presenters 
as well as hosting a Touch 
a Tractor event and other 
programs with the ele-
mentary students in their 
district. 

Rounding off the local 
recognitions by Illinois 
Ag in the Classroom was 
Natalie Pratt from Dixon.  
While COVID 19 proto-
cols dictated that schools 
were remote learning, Illi-
nois Ag in the Classroom 
transitioned its lessons 
online as well, partnering 
with students, including 
local Amboy High School 
student, Natalie Pratt, to 
host virtual farm tours and 

lessons.  Pratt featured a 
series titled “Natalie’s 
Awesome Agriculture” 
from 2020-2021 and was 
recognized for her efforts 
to bring agriculture les-
sons and facts through 

social media.  
Ag in the Classroom 

provides free fun and 
educational resources 
to teachers and students 
throughout Illinois by 
partnering with local Ag in 

the Classroom programs 
throughout the state, in-
cluding Lee and White-
side Counties.  For more 
information about Illinois 
Ag in the Classroom, visit 
agintheclassroom.org.

Recipients were recognized as Illinois Ag in the Classroom Volunteers of the year 
including the Mitchell Family from Tampico and the Ashton Franklin Center FFA 
Chapter from Ashton. 

(COURTESY PHOTO)

TIRE SERVICE
311 N. 7th St., Rochelle

562-4644
Travis Brown, Owner

| Auto 
| Truck 
| Tractor
• On The Farm Service

• New & Used Tires

• Wheel BalancingAvoid Down Times
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We support the FFA 
organization and all its 

members training to 
become our country’s  

future farmers.
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WE SUPPORT ALL 
OF OUR LOCAL FFA 

CHAPTERS AND 
MEMBERS

501 S STEWARD RD.
ROCHELLE, IL  61068

02192023

FFA WEEK

Three Ashton-Franklin Center FFA members attended the Illinois Meats Judging Series at Eickman’s 
recently. Allie Prior and Austin Waters placed sixth in the High School Division for Section 2 FFA. Kate Viall 
was top individual in the Section 2 FFA Middle School division and took home a banner for second overall 
individual in the junior division of the judging series. In the contest, members identify different retail cuts 

of beef, pork and lamb, quality and yield grade carcasses and place classes.

Three AFC FFA members attend meats judging series

STILLMAN VALLEY 
— Ashton-Franklin Center 
FFA members made AFC 
proud by representing at the 
Section 2 Proficiency Judg-
ing. 14 FFA members in 19 
different areas competed 
with their record books 
at Stillman Valley High 
School. Of these members, 
seven won their areas and 
will moving on to districts.

Participants included: 
Zayne Becker (vet science); 
Andrea Buhrow (agribusi-
ness, ag processing and 
specialty crop, moving 
on to districts); Brooke 
Burger (beef production 
– entrepreneurship); Jack 
Delhotal (turf grass man-
agement, moving on to 
districts); Audree Dorn (ag 
sales – placement); Mallory 

Henert (food science); Lane 
Koning (ag mechanics – 
design & fabrication, mov-
ing on to districts); Abby 
Milligan (equine science 
– entrepreneurship); Zane 
Murphy (ag mechanics – 
repair and maintenance, 
moving on to districts); 
Logan O’Brien (swine 
production – placement, 
moving on to districts); 
Ian Untz (beef production 
– placement, diversified 
ag, diversified crop, fiber/
oil crop and grain produc-
tion); Kate Viall (two-star 
discovery – placement, 
moving on to districts); 
Jacob Warrenfeltz (small 
animal care & production) 
and Cameryn Winterland 
(safety first, moving on to 
districts).

AFC FFA members 
successful at Section 
2 proficiency judging

ASHTON — Ash-
ton-Franklin Center FFA 
members Izzy Cater, Leah 
Cochrane, Angeliyah Da-
vidson, Abby Milligan, 
Donivan Myler and Jacob 
Warrenfeltz recently at-
tended the Ground Zero 
Conference held at the Uni-
versity of Illinois-Urbana 

Champaign. 
The Ground Zero Con-

ference is for eighth-10th 
graders and FFA members 
interacted with state offi-
cers, section presidents and 
members from around the 
state while learning more 
about leadership skills and 
themselves.

AFC FFA members attend 
Ground Zero Conference

ASHTON — On Sat-
urday, Andrea Buhrow and 
Mallory Henert both inter-
viewed for their State FFA 
Degree and both members 
are being recommended to 
the state for their State FFA 
Degree.

The State FFA Degree 
is the highest degree that 
Illinois FFA can award a 
member. In order to achieve 
this, members must keep re-
cordbooks on a Supervised 
Agricultural Experience(-
SAE)throughout their time 
in FFA, maintain their GPA, 
participate in community 

service and show leadership 
in the organization.

Mallory is being recom-
mended based on her SAE’s 
for food service, managing 
the farmer’s market and 
hog cooperative. Andrea 
is being recommended 
for her SAE involving her 
u-pick flowers and bouquet 
subscriptions. 

In addition to being 
recommended for her State 
Degree, Andrea also was 
recognized as the Section 
2 Star in Agribusiness. She 
will compete at the district 
level in March.

Buhnow, Henert 
recommended for 
State FFA Degrees

ROCHSIGS

900 N. 2nd St., Rochelle
rochellehospital.com

ROCHSIGS

900 N. 2nd St., Rochelle
rochellehospital.com 1001 S. Main Street | Rochelle

815-562-4141 | rochellefoodsjobs.com
02192023

Delicious, Quality Raw Milk
Fresh at the farm!
Monday - Saturday 6:30 - 8:00 am  

& 4:30 - 6 pm
Sunday 6:30 -8:00 am & 5 - 6:30 pm
(Please schedule an appointment. 24 hours Notice Required.)

387 S. Malta Rd., Rochelle, IL 61068
815-762-6867 • PreciousPastures.com

02
19

20
23
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Fehr Graham 

hires Dahl

Fehr Graham announced 

the hiring of Jarrett Dahl 

as an engineering 

technician. Page 7
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Hub wrestling 

team ties RTHS 
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BY JEFF HELFRICH

MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The 

City of Rochelle’s plans 

for 2023 include looking 

at the future of the vacant 

Hickory Grove site, mak-

ing upgrades to electric 

infrastructure, completing 

its Rochelle Intermodal 

Transload Facility, a Well 

8 rehabilitation project 

and hiring new police 

officers.
Rochelle City Manager 

Jeff Fiegenschuh spoke 

with the News-Leader on 

Dec. 21 about what resi-

dents can expect from the 

new year.
After demolition of the 

Hickory Grove facility 

at 1127 N. 7th St. was 

completed in early 2022, 

Fiegenschuh said conver-

sations will be had among 

city leadership in winter or 

early spring of 2023 on the 

site’s future and a potential 

development. 

“I plan to go back to the 

city council sometime this 

winter or early spring and 

see where they want to go 

with Hickory Grove and if 

we want to do something 

different or hire a broker,” 

Fiegenschuh said. “We’re 

BY JEFF HELFRICH

MANAGING EDITOR

CRESTON — At its 

monthly meeting Tuesday, 

the Creston Village Board 

unanimously approved 

an insurance proposal for 

the year in the amount of 

$12,993.
Adam Heal of Query In-

surance presented the board 

its new premium and said 

last year it was $11,828. The 

village did see a rate reduc-

tion, but saw the additions 

of $300,000 in additional 

property coverage and a 

new pickup truck. 

“We like to make a 

property evaluation every 

couple of years and make 

sure the property values 

are in line with keeping up 

with inflation and things 

like that,” Heal said. 

See BOARD page 5

BY JEFF HELFRICH

MANAGING EDITOR

OGLE COUNTY — 

Ogle County State’s At-

torney Mike Rock and 

Ogle County Sheriff Brian 

VanVickle announced in a 

press release Dec. 29 that 

Ogle County will not be 

subject to the SAFE-T Act 

no cash bail provisions as a 

result of a Kankakee Coun-

ty judge ruling Wednesday, 

Dec. 28 that lawmakers 

overreached their constitu-

tional authority in passing 

a measure to abolish cash 

bail in Illinois.

Other provisions in the 

wide-ranging SAFE-T Act 

criminal justice reform 

were not affected by the 

ruling, such as reforms to 

police officer training and 

certification standards and 

police body camera require-

ments. The Ogle County 

Sheriff’s Office is required 

to start body cameras Jan. 

1, 2024 and smaller depart-

ments such as the Rochelle 

Police Department will start 

Jan. 1, 2025.

A Dec. 31 order from 

the Illinois Supreme Court 

stayed the cash bail pro-

visions’ implementation 

for all 102 counties until 

the court could rule on an 

Looking ahead to 2023

‘There’s a lot of good things I’m looking forward to’

The City of Rochelle’s plans for 2023 include looking at the future of the vacant 

Hickory Grove site, making upgrades to electric infrastructure, completing its 

Rochelle Intermodal Transload Facility, a Well 8 rehabilitation project and hiring 

new police officers.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

going to start having those 

conversations again. I’m 

not saying we need to 

make that decision right 

away, and it’s ultimately 

up to the mayor and coun-

cil. That’s something we 

need to have a conversa-

tion about.”
After completing a 

nearly-$15 million new 

electrical substation on 

Ritchie Road in 2022, the 

city and Rochelle Munici-

pal Utilities plan to move 

forward with planning for 

their next substation on 

the west side of town. The 

electric department also 

has plans to tie all the city’s 

substations together to be 

able to increase reliability.

“We’ll also have to 

navigate our wholesale 

electric costs going up,” 

Fiegenschuh said. “If we 

have to go out into the mar-

ket and buy power, we’re 

seeing pretty large price 

increases over where we 

were a couple years ago.”

The RITC project broke 

ground in November and 

will return intermodal 

services to the city and its 

local industries via city-

owned railroad. 

See CITY page 3

Insurance 

proposal 
approved

Local law enforcement reacts to SAFE-T Act ruling

‘We’re glad the Kankakee County judge ruled the way he did’

Ogle County State’s Attorney Mike Rock and Ogle County Sheriff Brian VanVickle announced in a press release 

Dec. 29 that Ogle County will not be subject to the SAFE-T Act no cash bail provisions as a result of a Kankakee 

County judge ruling Wednesday, Dec. 28.

(FILE PHOTO)

appeal to the case on an 

expedited but indefinite 

timeline. Illinois Attorney 

General Kwame Raoul said 

recently in a news release 

the state will appeal the 

decision directly to the state 

Supreme Court.

VanVickle and RPD 

Chief Eric Higby spoke 

with the Ogle County Life 

and Rochelle News-Leader 

about their reaction to the 

cash bail issue. VanVickle 

and Rock were involved 

with a lawsuit involving 61 

other counties that resulted 

in the Dec. 28 ruling. 

See SAFE-T page 3
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Edward Jones thanks localsThe Edward Jones office of 
Anthony Rowley expressed 
thanks for donations to this 
year’s Toys for Tots Drive. 
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BY JEFF HELFRICHMANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The 
City of Rochelle recently 
received notification that it 
received the Government 
Finance Officers Associa-tion Distinguished Budget 

Award for the third year 
in a row. 

The award was es-tablished in 1984 and 
“reflects a commitment 
to meeting the highest 
principles of governmental 
budgeting and compliance 
with nationally-recog-nized guidelines, including 

having a budget that serves 
effectively as a policy 
document, a financial plan, 
an operations guide and a 
communications device.” 
Out of 1,297 municipali-ties in the state, 87 (6.7) 

percent are recognized 
each year.“We were very proud of 

the team and the finance 
department and each de-partment that contributed 

to it,” Industrial Develop-ment Manager Peggy Fri-day said. “The document is 
a transparent idea of how 
taxpayer money is spent. I 
think it’s just a testimony 
to the council, the mayor, 
the city manager and the 
departments on how fis-cally responsible we really 

BY JEFF HELFRICHMANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — At 
its meeting Monday, the 
Rochelle City Council 
unanimously approved 
an ordinance to create an 
Illinois Finance Author-ity PACE area to allow 

for MightyVine to get 
financing for clean energy 
upgrades to its hydroponic 
greenhouse business.Through no cost to the 

city, the IFA PACE Program 
is available to any eligible 
commercial property that 
voluntarily requests the 
levy of a special assessment 
to secure the financing or 
refinancing of a qualified 
PACE Project. MightyVine 
CEO Sergio Gomez spoke 
during the meeting and 
thanked the city for its 
support since the business’s 
inception in 2016.

See CITY page 8

BY JEFF HELFRICHMANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — From 
the Heart will host its 15th 
annual gala and auction on 
Saturday, Feb. 4 at Flight 
Deck Bar & Grill starting 
at 6 p.m.

Proceeds raised at the 
event will equally benefit 
the eight area nonprofits 
that From the Heart works 
with: the Rochelle Area 
Community Foundation, 
HOPE of Ogle County, 
Rochelle Christian Food 
Pantry, Pegasus Special 
Riders, Hub City Senior 
Center, Shining Star Chil-dren’s Advocacy Center, 

CASA and FOCUS House. The event will include 
dinner, games, prizes and 
silent and live auction 
items. Last year, the event 
raised just over $68,000 
and $8,500 was donated 
to each nonprofit. Over 
the life of the gala, over 
$630,000 total has been 
raised. From the Heart 
President and Founder 
Dave Eckhardt said he 
hopes to raise $80,000 
this year.

“Back when we start-ed, it only benefited two 
groups along with Rotary,” 

City wins distinguished budget award

Fiegenschuh: ‘It feels good to be able to go above and beyond’

The City of Rochelle recently received notification that it received the 

Government Finance Officers Association Distinguished Budget Award for the 

third year in a row.  (PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
are and all of the things 
that we do in the course 
of the year.”Three years ago, the 

city received the award for 
the first time against long 
odds in its first attempt at 
it. The application required 
a year and a half of work 
gathering information and 
organization by Friday, 
Finance Director Chris 
Cardott and department 
heads.

Friday called the chanc-

es of receiving the award 
in a first attempt “nearly 
impossible” and said 1-5 
percent of municipalities 
have done it. “I looked at all of the 

other hundreds of winners 
and the best parts of each of 
them,” Friday said. “Chris 
goes through and makes 
sure all of the budgetary 
stuff is there. The first year 
was always the hardest. 
And then each year we add 
to it. The reviewers also 

send a list of comments. 
Things they think may be 
missing or things that we 
could maybe improve on. 
We take that as the template 
for the next year. There’s 
four categories and we’ve 
been proficient and high in 
probably 90 percent of the 
categories. It’s a testimony 
to our finance department, 
transparency and every-body that contributes.”
See AWARD page 2

Council approves ordinance

From the Heart gala scheduled Feb. 4

Founder Eckhardt: ‘It’s all been because of the community’

From the Heart will host its 15th annual gala and auction on Saturday, Feb. 4 at Flight Deck Bar & Grill starting 

at 6 p.m.

(NEWS-LEADER FILE PHOTO)

Eckhardt said. “Now we’re 
up to eight and that doesn’t 
include Rotary. When we 
started our goal was to raise 
$10,000 for each group. 
That’s why our goal is 
$80,000 this year, to give 
each group $10,000 once 

again.”
Eckhardt said 100 per-cent of proceeds benefit 

the nonprofits. He called 
it “amazing” to watch the 
event grow over 15 years.“Other events around us 

haven’t been able to sustain 

it like they used to, and 
that has worried us,” Eck-hardt said.” We’re a 501c3 

nonprofit now and weren’t 
when we started. We’ve 
grown and have been able 
to do that. It’s been nothing 
short of miraculous. And 

it’s all been because of the 
community. The best part 
is presenting those checks 
and helping our nonprofit 
groups. That’s my favorite 
part.”

See GALA page 3
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RTHS Girls Basketball

Semifinal showdown
Kaneland rallies for 51-45 win over Rochelle in IHSA 3A Sycamore Regional

SPORTS RICKETTS AWARDED 
 
RTHS alum Greg Ricketts received the 
Central College Mel VerMeer Award. 
 
See page 2 for more details
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Anderson Plumbing is Now HiringAnderson Plumbing is Now Hiring
an Experienced HVAC Techan Experienced HVAC Tech

09
04

20
22

Great Pay & BenefitsGreat Pay & Benefits

ADVERTISE YOUR 
BUSINESS HERE!
Great Rate - Great Spot!

Call Mike @ 815-561-2124 or email 
mfeltes@oglecountylife.com

01252021

Junior Kara Martinez brings the ball up the floor during the Rochelle Lady Hub varsity basketball game 
against Kaneland on Tuesday. Kaneland eliminated Rochelle 51-45 in the IHSA 3A Regional Semifinals.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

SYCAMORE — Tues-
day’s IHSA 3A Regional 
Semifinal between No. 4 
seed Kaneland and No. 
5 seed Rochelle lived up 
to the expectations estab-
lished during the regular 
season, when the two 
Interstate 8 Conference 
rivals each scored a close 
victory on the other team’s 
home court.

Neither team held a lead 
larger than eight points on 
Tuesday, when the two 
schools battled for the 
right to challenge No. 1 
seed and host Sycamore 
for the IHSA 3A Regional 
Championship. Rochelle 
took control during the 
first half, using its size 
advantage to score mul-
tiple baskets out of the 
low post. The Lady Hubs 
were also effective in their 
1-2-2 zone defense, which 
cut off any dribble penetra-
tion from the Knights, who 
were struggling to convert 
shots from the perimeter.

Trailing 24-18 at half-
time, Kaneland cranked 
up the pressure on defense, 
flustering Rochelle with its 
full-court press and creat-
ing a myriad of turnovers 
from the Lady Hubs, who 
saw their lead dwindle 

to one point before the 
Knights surged ahead 
early in the fourth quarter. 
Rochelle’s second-half 
mistakes proved costly 
in the end, as Kaneland 
took a six-point lead and 
ultimately held the Lady 
Hubs off for a 51-45 win. 
Rochelle finished 8-24 
overall and 6-8 in the 
conference.

“We talked before the 
game and during halftime 
about how this was going 
to be a game of runs,” head 
coach Ryan McQuade 
said. “Unfortunately, they 
made the last run of the 
game and it cost us. Our 
goal for next season will 
be to limit our turnovers. 
We’re averaging about 25-
plus turnovers per game 
and we can’t do that if we 
want to compete at a higher 
level. Our turnovers cost us 
during the second half be-
cause they were able to get 
easy looks at the basket.”

Rochelle seized control 
early in the first quarter, 
opening the game with a 
6-0 run behind a pair of 
low-post baskets from 
sophomore Kendyl Darby, 
who effectively used her 
size to seal defenders under 
the rim and finish in the 
painted area. 

See GIRLS page 3

RTHS Boys Basketball

Hubs edge LaSalle-Peru in conference finale
Lewis drains six triples, Luxton nets double-double as Rochelle wins 69-68

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

LASALLE — The 
Rochelle Hub varsity 
basketball team earned a 
hard-fought win against 
LaSalle-Peru on Tuesday, 
outlasting the Cavaliers 
69-68 in the final Inter-
state 8 Conference contest 
of the season. Rochelle 
(10-19, 4-10 Interstate 8) 
will tip off the IHSA 3A 
Dixon Regional Quar-
terfinals at Morris on 
Saturday at 1 p.m. 

Sophomore Carson 
Lewis led the Hubs with 
19 points, converting 
six 3-pointers including 
three in the first quarter 
to spark the offense. Ju-
nior Eli Luxton recorded 
a double-double with 17 
points and 10 rebounds, 
while sophomore Cayden 
Moore finished strong 
with 12 fourth-quarter 
points. Senior Raul Agu-
irre added 14 points, four 
rebounds and four assists 
in the victory.

Both teams posted 
nearly identical shooting 
numbers, with the Hubs 
shooting 46.2 percent 
from the field and the Cav-
aliers shooting 45.8 per-
cent. Rochelle’s defense 
generated 13 deflections 
and 10 steals, but the two 
teams had nearly the same 
amount of turnovers, with 

Rochelle committing 13 
and LaSalle-Peru com-
mitting 14. The Hubs held 
slight advantages over 

the Cavaliers in transi-
tion points (13-9), points 
off turnovers (21-18) and 
points in the paint (28-26). 

LaSal le-Peru  out -
rebounded the Hubs 34-
29 and outpaced Rochelle 
15-10 in second chance 

points. London Cabrera 
led the Cavaliers with 18 
points, while Seth Adams 
added 14 points. Luxton 

anchored the Rochelle 
defense, finishing with 
four deflections and four 
steals.

Senior Raul Aguirre rises for a shot during the Rochelle Hub varsity basketball game against LaSalle-Peru on Tuesday. Aguirre finished 
with 14 points, four rebounds and four assists in a 69-68 victory over the Cavaliers.

(PHOTO BY MARCY DELILLE)
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The businesses featured on this page are 

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”
I’m looking forward to serving your needs for insurance and 
financial services.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
CALL ME TODAY.

Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc 
Shane B Huber, Agent

221 E. IL Rt. 38 
Rochelle, IL 61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Diana Alanis, MDCaring for your 
family’s health from 

infant to adults.
For appointment, please call

815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct, Rochelle, IL 61068

Most Insurance Accepted

Accepting 
New Patients

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

815 561 4035!

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto  Home Improvement   Vacation

Jami Hackman & Kristen Stover

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle
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S
2
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1
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Jami Hackman

Se Habla
Español

BUY HERE – PAY HERE
You Work - You Drive

1400 N 7th St
Corner of Flagg Rd & Hwy 251 N

227 E. Rt 38 • Rochelle, IL

815-562-8706
www.rochellechiropractic.com
Now Accepting New Patients!

Licensed and Insured
24 Hour Emergency Service

815-562-4937
500 Cleveland Avenue

Berg-Johnson
Electric

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

FREE ESTIMATES

“Proudly Serving The Rochelle Area Since 1945”
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Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

#4061/#83-3198

Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

101 Maple Ave • Rochelle, IL 61068
815.562.7057 •  hub-remsen.com

GO HUBS!GO HUBS!

• Collision Repair • New/Preowned Vehicles
• 24 Hour Towing • Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

We are Ogle Countyʼs
only GM Dealer!

Come visit us!

815-562-8787 • www.jeffperrychevrolet.com
CHEVROLET • BUICK • CADILLAC • JEEP • CHRYSLER

We are 
Ogle 

County’s 
only 

GM Dealer!
• Collision Repair
• 24 Hour Towing

• New/Preowned Vehicles

• Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes  

and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181

www.rochellehospital.com
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Residential & Commercial Roofing

815-561-0099
Licensed & Insured

• Shingled Roofs
• Flat Roofs
• Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities
• Custom Built Homes
• Additions

Residential, Concrete
Driveways, Flatwork

and Foundations

HSF2015

• Large menu of foods
• Rochelle’s famous chicken

by the dinner or bucket
• Hand dipped ice cream

(16 flavors)
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251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039
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SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

200 Steward Road

800.262.1680
www.johnsontractor.com

Dine In • Carry Out •  
• Home Delivery • Pizza • Pastas • 

• Sandwiches • Salads •  
• and Lots More!

Serving Illinois & the Surrounding Area

Specializing in Walk-In Tubs 
& Acrylic Showers

Additions ~ Bathrooms ~ Kitchens 
Accessibility Remodeling

Batavia Builders & 
Remodelers, LLC

Debbie Foster,  
Owner
(815) 501-8946
www.bataviabuilders.com

ANDERSON
Plumbing & Heating, Inc.
Plumbing, Heating, Air Conditioning, 

Drinking water systems, Water Heaters, 
Softeners, Iron Filters & More.

One less thing to worry about

621 First Ave., Rochelle
815-562-8784

Like us on 
Facebook

Lic# 055-013999
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209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8792

www.meyersfurniture.com

Order online and receive  
15% off entire bill!  

We are proud to support  
Rochelle Hubs! 

Visit us at vincespizzainrochelle.com  
815-562-7300

Since 1967

Like our Facebook page

HUB SPOTLIGHT
Ricketts receives Mel 

VerMeer Loyalty Award
BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

FORMER Rochelle student-athlete 
Greg Ricketts didn’t fold when faced 
with consecutive season-ending 

injuries over his final two years with the 
Central College football program.

Having already lost most of his sophomore 
season to the COVID-19 pandemic, Ricketts 
had been primed for a big role with the Dutch 
defense entering his junior season, which 
was cut short after only two games due to 
a shoulder injury. The RTHS alum worked 
his way back to full health and was ready 
to conclude his career with a strong senior 
season, but a serious foot injury during the 
first game of the season sidelined him for the 
remainder of the 2022 campaign.

Despite all of the injuries and setbacks, 
Ricketts never wavered in his dedication to 
the sport and his commitment to the Central 
College football program. His efforts were 
rewarded during the team’s awards banquet, 
where he recently received the annual Mel 
VerMeer Loyalty Award, which is presented 
each season to one football player who dis-
plays outstanding loyalty. Ricketts also took 
home Academic All-Conference honors for 
the third consecutive football season.

“It means a lot and I’m extremely thank-
ful,” Ricketts said. “It all comes back to my 
teammates and the relationships I’ve built 
here are different than anything I’ve experi-
enced during my life. I’m thankful that the 
team saw me in this role and even though 
I didn’t have the on-field accolades like I 
desired due to the injuries… It wasn’t what 
I wanted, but it was nice to be recognized as 
a loyal team member and I’m thankful that 
my teammates saw me in that light.”

Even though he was injured, Ricketts 
remained heavily involved with the Dutch. 
The former Hub outside linebacker served as 
a team captain and aided the coaching staff 
with coaching and recruiting responsibilities. 
While Ricketts admitted there were chal-
lenges that came with missing time due to 
injuries, he’s made the most of his collegiate 
experience on and off the gridiron.

“I was named the starter during the second 
week of my junior season and I wasn’t able 
to finish the season, which was disappointing 
because we had one of the most successful 
seasons in Central College history,” Ricketts 
said. “I had a poor attitude and didn’t apply 
myself in the way I wish I would’ve. But I 
had a robust network of people around me 
who built me up and continued putting ef-
fort into me. I’m really appreciative of those 
people and my junior season was ultimately 
a learning experience that helped shape me 
into the person that I am today.”

In addition to his work with the team, 
Ricketts became involved with the Student 
Athlete Advisory Committee (SAAC) during 
his sophomore year, eventually becoming the 
co-president during his junior year before be-
ing named president of the American Rivers 
Conference SAAC and an NCAA Division 
III SAAC representative as a senior. With 

SAAC, Ricketts volunteered his time to pro-
vide insight on the student-athlete experience, 
attending events such as the 2022 Division 
III SAAC Convention in Indianapolis and 
the 2023 NCAA Convention in San Antonio.

“It’s given me opportunities to help not 
only my teammates, but other students on 
campus as well,” Ricketts said. “It’s been a 
great way to keep my mind on the things I 
feel are important… I continued to be around 
the team because of the relationships I’ve 
built here and the things my team has done 
for me. I felt like if I were to get away from 
that, I’d be backing out on the team. Having 
the opportunity to stay around and help the 
team shows what kind of culture our program 
has. I don’t know if there’s a program that 
exemplifies that as much as Central does.”

Ricketts concluded his four-year football 
career with 15 solo tackles as well as 1.5 
tackles for loss and two passes defensed at 
the outside linebacker position. Ricketts, 
who’s majoring in economics with minors in 
Spanish and business management, said he 
intends to graduate this spring with the goal 
of applying for graduate school and earning 
a master’s degree in sports management or 
sports administration. Ricketts, who once 
aspired to be a head football coach, said his 
career goals now include working on the 
administrative side of collegiate athletics.

“SAAC has been a huge influence on 
me and I’ve developed so many different 
relationships,” Ricketts said. “I’ve been 
extremely fortunate to be on successful 
football teams and to have people around 
me that push me on the football field and in 
the classroom. I’ve grown so much during 
my time here and I think that growth is the 
greatest thing I’ll take from my experience.”

Former Rochelle student-athlete Greg 
Ricketts was named the Mel VerMeer 
Loyalty Award winner by the Central 
College football program this season.

(COURTESY PHOTO)
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RMS Wrestling

Royals finish sixth at NCJC Championship
Pavlak, Lassiter record top-2 divisional finishes in conference tournament

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

DEKALB — The Ro-
chelle Middle School wres-
tling team closed out its 
season in the North Central 
Junior Conference Cham-
pionship meet at DeKalb 
Huntley on Saturday, Jan. 
28. The Royals finished 
sixth out of seven schools 
with 37 team points in the 
tournament.

Tyson Pavlak (9-6) took 
second in the 112-pound 

weight division with a 
2-1 record, earning a first-
round bye before notching 
back-to-back falls over 
Kaneland Harter’s Colton 
Tracy and Belvidere Cen-
tral’s Moises Moronez 
to reach the final round. 
Joshua Lassiter (11-3) 
also took second in the 
119-pound weight division 
with a 2-1 record, earning 
a first-round bye before 
outlasting Sycamore’s 
Aiden Gemberling in a 5-4 
tiebreaker and scoring a fall 

over Burlington Central/
Prairie Knolls wrestler 
Barry Yildiron to clinch 
his berth in the final round.

Angel Hernandez (11-
3) finished third in the 
135-pound weight division 
with a 2-1 record, record-
ing a second-round fall 
over Kaneland Harter’s 
Lucas Lindstand and a 14-6 
major decision against 
Burlington Central/PK’s 
David Hintz in the con-
solation finals. Angel Ar-
gueta (12-3) finished fifth 

in the 126-pound weight 
division, going 4-1 over 
five bouts. Argueta’s wins 
included falls over Syca-
more’s Jackson Paul and 
DeKalb’s James Brown 
as well as a 2-0 decision 
over Belvidere Central’s 
Carson Morrill and an 8-1 
decision over DeKalb’s 
Marcus Hill. 

Devin Hastings (2-
5) finished fifth in the 
100-pound weight division 
with a 2-1 record, earn-
ing consecutive falls over 

Kaneland Harter’s Russ 
Blickem and DeKalb’s 
Levi Gaffney in the con-
solation bracket. Bentley 
Svela (4-8) placed fourth 
in the 80-pound weight 
division and Tyler Etes 
(2-7) took fourth in the 
155-pound weight division 
with a 1-2 record, winning 
by fall over DeKalb’s 
Virgil Dotson during the 
quarterfinal round after 
receiving a first-round bye.

Rochelle Middle School 
wrestlers who competed 

but did not place for the 
Royals include 95-pounder 
Joshua Hernandez (1-
9), 126-pounder Hadley 
Losoya (7-3), 135-pounder 
Benjamin Morris (6-4), 
145-pounders Brandin Kirk 
(6-7) and Tyler Gensler (3-
8), 155-pounder Zander 
Griner (2-8), 167-pounders 
Dylan Melvin (1-8) and 
Aaron Hernandez (3-9) 
as well as 185-pounder 
Rafael Herrera (5-8) and 
215-pounder Christopher 
O’Neil (3-7). 

What Service
Do You Offer?

Advertise Here

Commercial & Residential Roofing

Residential 
Concrete

Driveways, Flatwork
and Foundations

•Shingled Roofs  •Flat Roofs 
•Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities 
•Custom Built Homes  •Additions

561-0099
www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE
ESTIMATES

Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Heating & Air Conditioning

 Lic.#058-087891

Serving Rochelle For Over 40 Years

Quality Service • Free Estimates
 Residential & Commercial

815-562-8784

Plumbing/Heating/CoolingGutters

COMMUNITY BOARD
Need to get the word out about a product Need to get the word out about a product 

or service you offer? or service you offer? 
Give us a call at 815-562-4171. Give us a call at 815-562-4171. 

We can reach over 9,000 homes!We can reach over 9,000 homes!

From page 1

Darby tied for the team 
lead with 14 points for the 
Lady Hubs, who emerged 
with a 14-8 advantage after 
the first quarter.

“Kendyl plays really 
well against Kaneland 
and I think it was a good 
matchup for her this sea-
son,” McQuade said. “She 
uses her body well against 
Kaneland and she’s one of 
the bigger players on the 
floor against that team. I 
thought she stayed even 
keeled throughout the 
game and I thought she 
played really well for a 
sophomore. She didn’t get 
too high or too low.”

Kaneland immediately 
erased the six-point lead in 
the second quarter, where 
guard Kendra Brown 
converted back-to-back 
3-pointers to even the 
score at 14-14. The Lady 
Hubs regained control, 
however, as their zone 
defense continued to force 
missed shots while post 
players like Darby and 
sophomore Abby Metzger 
cleaned up the rebounds 
on both ends of the floor. 

Senior Torrin Nantz 
swished two first-half 
triples for the Lady Hubs, 
who saw Darby and 
Metzger each score out 
of the low post to give Ro-
chelle an eight-point lead 
early in the third quarter. 
Needing a spark, Kaneland 
began aggressively de-

fending the Lady Hubs in 
the full court, getting back 
taps and forcing bad passes 
that resulted in turnovers 
and transition layups. The 
defensive change fueled 
the Knights, who only 
trailed 33-32 entering the 
fourth quarter.

“Our goal when we run 
our zone is to stop dribble 
penetration and we did that 
during the first half,” Mc-
Quade said. “They started 
making some shots in the 
second half and [Kendra] 
Brown was able to get 
going from 3-point range 
which changed the game. I 
thought the effort from our 
girls was there throughout 
the whole game and I can’t 
fault any of our girls for 
that.”

Kaneland’s energy 
showed in the fourth 
quarter, where Schueler 
and Plank began breaking 
through the zone defense 
and finishing a series of 
nifty layups at the rim. 
A turnover that led to 
an old-fashioned 3-point 
play for Brown gave the 
Knights a 46-40 lead, their 
largest lead of the entire 
game. The Lady Hubs 
nearly rallied toward the 
end, with junior Alivia 
Henkel drawing several 
fouls and hitting a series 
of free throws. Henkel also 
scored 14 points for the 
Lady Hubs, while Brown 
had 12 points and Schueler 
totaled 11 points to lead the 
Kaneland offense.

SPORTS
GIRLS: Season concludes in IHSA 3A Regional Semifinals

Junior Alivia Henkel pushes the ball down the floor as Kaneland’s Kendra Brown gives chase during the 
Rochelle Lady Hub varsity basketball game against the Knights on Tuesday. Henkel finished with 14 points.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)
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02202023

FISH  
FRIDAY
Every Friday night
Serving 5 - 8 p.m.

Fried cod, baked cod, bluegill 

or shrimp

$11.95 - $12.95
Includes: choice or potato (baked, 

french fries or onion rings), salad 
bar with homemade soup and 

complimentary dessert

Dine in, carry out or curbside delivery

VFW 
Post 8739

1310 W. Washington St.
Oregon, IL
815-732-6851

Served Fridays 4pm-8pm
Public welcome, dine in or carry out.

Every Friday 
Fish Fry
Cod, Catfish & 
Shrimp Dinners

02
20

20
23

CATCH OUR 
FISH FRY!
Your Choice of 

Cod  Perch
$13            $15   

OR

1469 N. IL Rt 2
Oregon IL 

815-732-6761 
Maxsons.net

Friday Night Fish Fry!

02202023

4-8 pm
Other seafood available/Full menu available

Win some money gaming!

Fish Fry Special!
Pollock (All you can eat) - $13

208 N. Walnut St.
Stillman Valley
815-645-9828 02

20
20

23

Friday
5pm-9:30pm

PUBLIC WELCOME, DINE IN OR CARRY OUt.   CHECK FACEBOOK FOR UPDATES

2022
VOTED

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OFLOCALLOCAL

GUIDEGUIDE

Fish Fry

SPORTS
T-Byrd Lanes

Local league bowlers receive awards from T-Byrd Lanes
T-Byrd Lanes recently recognized four local league bowlers with awards. Brock Yarbrough was named January Bowler of the Month, while Eli Harnesk was named 

Week 14 Bowler of the Week. Zachary Waddle and Bryson Stewart were each named Week 15 Bowlers of the Week.

(COURTESY PHOTOS)
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Community Unity

2021-2022
9 Biggest Benefits
Of Shopping Rochelle First

Youth programs, 
schools and non-
profit groups 
look to our
businesses first 
when fundraising. 

These community-minded 
businesses donate faithfully to 
local youth sports programs, 
community clubs, nonprofit 
groups and churches – just to 
name a few. Shouldn’t we look 
to those same businesses 
first when we need goods 
and services? Of course we 
should!

High rate of 
return. For every 
$100 spent in 
independently
owned stores, 

$68 returns to the community 
through payroll, taxes and 
other expenditures. Online 
orders return absolutely 
nothing to Rochelle, IL.

Seeking health 
care in your 
hometown brings 
the comforts of
receiving qualified 

care from people you know 
and trust. Whether it be a trip 
to the dentist, regular health 
care screenings, a visit to a 
specialist or an emergency, 
you need not travel. It’s all 
right here.

Banking with 
people who know 
you is a luxury 
found only in
hometowns. 
You don’t have 

to show your ID every time 
you go in. You can get a 
loan from people who know 
you and understand your 
needs, whether it be money 
for your first car or to help 
your business grow. Local 
banks believe in the value of 
community members helping 
one another.

No one wants to 
have to make an 
insurance claim, 
but it’s painless 
when your agent
is your neighbor. 

You don’t have to convince 
them that there was a hail 
storm, or that the wind nearly 
took your roof off. They know 
because they live here. Which 
do you want when you’ve 
had a bad day: A face-to-face 
meeting with your local agent, 
or a machine answering the 
phone at that big national 
insurer that advertises on TV?

Time is money. 
It’s simple math 
(especially when 
you figure in gas
mileage.) Shopping 
locally can actually 

save you both time and 
money!

Customer service 
after the sale is 
invaluable. Local 
retailers not only
take responsibility 
for the product 

they sold, they will often fix it 
or replace it – no questions 
asked. Appliances, furniture, 
computers and electronics 
sometimes have glitches. 
Would you rather box
yours up, send it to who 
knows where, and wait six to 
eight weeks, or just go back 
to thenice guy that helped you 
when you bought it?

Keeping it local 
encourages 
community 
growth. By
choosing to do 
business locally, 

you help maintain Rochelle’s 
diversity, charm and appeal; 
which attracts new community 
members.

One word: Jobs. 
When you do 
business of any 
kind in Rochelle,
it creates and 
maintains jobs for 

others in our area . A healthy 
employment rate is the 
cornerstone of all economies.
How can you help the 
economy recover? Start at 
home.

1

5

9

2

6

3

74

8
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MARKETPLACE

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby 
given that on February 
1, 2023 a certificate was 
filed in the Ogle Coun-
ty Clerk’s Office setting 
forth the names and post 
office address of all of the 
persons owning, con-
ducting and transacting 
the business known as: 
Maple Leaf Insurance 
Agency
1201 S 7th Street, Suite 
#102
Rochelle, IL 61068
Dated February 1, 2023
Laura J. Cook, Ogle Coun-
ty Clerk
No. 0205
(Feb. 5, 12 and 19, 2023)

NOTICE
TAX DEED NO.: 2023TX7
FILED: 1/23/2023
TAKE NOTICE
County of Ogle
Date Premises Sold: No-
vember 4, 2020
Certificate No.: 2019-
00047
Sold for General Taxes of 
(Year): 2019
Sold for Special Assess-
ment of (Municipality) 
and Special Assessment 
Number: N/A
Warrant No.: N/A          In-
stallment No.: N/A
THIS PROPERTY HAS 
BEEN SOLD FOR DELIN-
QUENT TAXES
Property Located at: 416 
North Wayne Road , Ro-
chelle, IL 61068
Legal Description or 
Property Index No.: 24-
12-301-005
This notice is to advise 
you that the above prop-
erty has been sold for de-
linquent taxes and that 
the period of redemption 
from the sale will expire 
on July 19, 2023.
The amount to redeem 
is subject to increase at 
6 month intervals from 
the date of sale and may 
be further increased if 
the purchaser at the tax 
sale or his or her assignee 
pays any subsequently 
accruing taxes or special 
assessments to redeem 
the property from sub-
sequent forfeitures or 
tax sales.  Check with the 
County Clerk as to the 
exact amount you owe 
before redeeming.
This notice is also to ad-
vise you that a petition 
has been filed for a tax 
deed which will trans-
fer title and the right to 
possession of this prop-
erty if redemption is not 
made on or before July 
19, 2023.
This matter is set for hear-
ing in the Circuit Court 
of Ogle County in 106 S. 
5th St., Oregon, IL 61061, 
Room 302, on August 8, 
2023 at 9:00 AM.
You may be present at 
this hearing, but your 
right to redeem will al-
ready have expired at 
that time.
YOU ARE URGED TO RE-
DEEM IMMEDIATELY TO 
PREVENT LOSS OF PROP-
ERTY
Redemption can be 
made at any time on or 
before July 19, 2023 by 
applying to the County 
Clerk of Ogle, Illinois at 
the Office of the County 
Clerk in Oregon, Illinois.
FOR FURTHER INFOR-
MATION CONTACT THE 
COUNTY CLERK
105 South 5th Street
Suite 104
Oregon, IL 61061
(815) 732-1110 
Myriad Capital LLC 
Purchaser or Assignee
February 3, 2023
Francisco B. Fulgencio
Viola Fulgencio de Perez
Francisco B Fulgencio
Viola Fulgencio de Perez
Unknown Heirs & Devi-
sees for the of Viola Ful-
gencio de Perez
Unknown Heirs & Devi-
sees for the of Viola Ful-
gencio de Perez
Occupant
Fawn L. Nielsen
Miguel A. Maldonado
Paul F. Perez
Ricardo Valdez 
Laura J. Cook, County 
Clerk of Ogle County, Il-
linois 
Claimants, Judgment 
Creditors, and Decree 
Creditors, if any of the 

above described as 
“Unknown Owners”
“Unknown owners or 
parties interested in said 
land or lots”
No. 0210
(Feb. 12, 19 and 26, 2023)

NOTICE
TAX DEED NO.: 2023TX4
FILED: 1/23/2023
TAKE NOTICE
County of Ogle
Date Premises Sold: No-
vember 4, 2020
Certificate No.: 2019-
00033
Sold for General Taxes of 
(Year): 2019
Sold for Special Assess-
ment of (Municipality) 
and Special Assessment 
Number: N/A
Warrant No.: N/A          In-
stallment No.: N/A
THIS PROPERTY HAS 
BEEN SOLD FOR DELIN-
QUENT TAXES
Property Located at: 7741 
East McGregor Road, 
Rockford , IL 61010
Legal Description or 
Property Index No.: 05-
11-200-019
\
This notice is to advise 
you that the above prop-
erty has been sold for de-
linquent taxes and that 
the period of redemption 
from the sale will expire 
on July 19, 2023.
The amount to redeem 
is subject to increase at 
6 month intervals from 
the date of sale and may 
be further increased if 
the purchaser at the tax 
sale or his or her assignee 
pays any subsequently 
accruing taxes or special 
assessments to redeem 
the property from sub-
sequent forfeitures or 
tax sales.  Check with the 
County Clerk as to the 
exact amount you owe 
before redeeming.
This notice is also to ad-
vise you that a petition 
has been filed for a tax 
deed which will trans-
fer title and the right to 
possession of this prop-
erty if redemption is not 
made on or before July 
19, 2023.
This matter is set for hear-
ing in the Circuit Court 
of Ogle County in 106 S. 
5th St., Oregon, IL 61061, 
Room 302, on August 8, 
2023 at 9:00 AM.
You may be present at 
this hearing, but your 
right to redeem will al-
ready have expired at 
that time.
YOU ARE URGED TO RE-
DEEM IMMEDIATELY TO 
PREVENT LOSS OF PROP-
ERTY
Redemption can be 
made at any time on or 
before July 19, 2023 by 
applying to the County 
Clerk of Ogle, Illinois at 
the Office of the County 
Clerk in Oregon, Illinois.
FOR FURTHER INFOR-
MATION CONTACT THE 
COUNTY CLERK
105 South 5th Street
Suite 104
Oregon, IL 61061
(815) 732-1110 
Equity One Investment 
Fund LLC 
Purchaser or Assignee
February 3, 2023
Larry Bruce
Pamela Bruce
Larry Bruce
Pamela Bruce
Pamela Bruce
Larry bruce
Occupant
James E Frank
Linda Frank  
Illinois Bank & Trust as 
Successor to Rockford 
Bank and Trust Company 
Laura J. Cook, County 
Clerk of Ogle County, Il-
linois 
Claimants, Judgment 
Creditors, and Decree 
Creditors, if any of the 
above described as 
“Unknown Owners”
“Unknown owners or 
parties interested in said 
land or lots”
No. 0211
(Feb. 12, 19 and 26, 2023)

101  101  
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 

for money in advance.

105   105   
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.”

113   113   
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119  119  
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.”

201  201  
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, unless 
licensed or holding a 
permit as a childcare 
facility, may cause 
to be published any 
advertisement soliciting 
a child care service. A 
childcare facility that is 
licensed or operating 
under a permit issued by 
the Illinois Department 
of Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any parent 
or guardian to verify the 
validity of the license of 
any facility before placing 
a child in its care.

301   301   
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.com

ANTIQUES WANTED: I 
pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, I’m 
interested in looking! Call 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.com

307  307  
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 815-562-
4171 (8AM-NOON ONLY) 
Rochelle News Leader.  

SPLIT firewood for sale. 
Contact 779-251-0254. 
(02-20-23)

315  315  
WANTED TO BUYWANTED TO BUY

Wanted to Buy Older 
Comic Books. 815-481-
4922. (03-15-23)

405   405   
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein 
is subject to the 
Federal Fair Housing 
Act, which makes it 
illegal to advertise any 

preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation or 
discrimination. We will 
not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of 
the law. All persons are 
hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are 
available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

501  501  
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

ROCHELLE - Applications 
are being accepted for 
the rental of 1 bedroom 
unfurnished apartments, 
specifically designed for 
the independent living 
of serious mentally ill 
individuals. This housing 
opportunity is being 
made available to those 
individuals who comply 
with the requirements 
and regulations of the 
U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban 
Development, Section 
8 and in compliance 
with the Fair Housing 
and Equal Housing 
Opportunity Act. Please 
email: apts@sinnissippi.
com or write the: 
Residential Services 
Coordinator, Sinnissippi 
Centers, 325 IL Route 2, 
Dixon, IL 61021.  (02-22-
23)

Classified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE • HILLCREST • CRESTON • STEWARD • KINGS • ASHTON

INFORMATION
Office Hours:  
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Monday-
Friday)
Phone: 
815-562-4171
Fax: 
815-562-2161
Email: 
classifieds@rochellenews-
leader.com
Address:
211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle
Mail: 
P.O. Box 46
Rochelle, IL 61068

DEADLINES:
Sunday News-Leader: 
Thursday, 3 p.m.

Tuesday Shopping News: 
Thursday, 3 p.m.
Wednesday  News-
Leader: Monday, 4 p.m.
(Deadlines subject to change 
during holiday times)

All classified marketplace 
line ads will appear in 
the following 7 print 
publications and on 5 high-
traffic newspaper websites:
• Rochelle News-Leader • 
Ogle County Life • Rochelle 
Shopping News • Ashton 
Gazette • Amboy News 
• Mendota Reporter • 
Mendota Money Saver

Call for pricing that starts 
at $32.99 for private 
party ads and $44.60 for 
commercial business ads 
and $19.99 for garage 
sale ads.

DISCLAIMER:
If your advertisement 
appears incorrectly, notify 
us immediately. We will not 
be responsible for more than 
one incorrect insertion, and 
will only credit customer for 
one insertion.

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALEMISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-874-2257

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW, USED  
SCRATCH & DENT

• Refrigerators • Freezers 
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

11222020

Pest control 
business for 

sale
Small company  
with 80%  
commercial  
accounts.   
Northern Illinois area, the  
business is located in  
Whiteside County. 

Asking $120,00.00 There is a 
2020 Toyota Tacoma  truck that 

can be added to this sale.
Sale includes customer list,  
chemicals and equipment.
Interested party must be a  

certified technician.
Contact Susan Melton  

at 815-499-7430

ROCHELLE
Applications are being accepted for the 

rental of 1 bedroom unfurnished  
apartments, specifically designed for the  
independent living of serious mentally ill  

individuals. This housing opportunity is being  
made available to those individuals who  

comply with the requirements and regulations 
of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 

Development, Section 8 and in compliance with the 
Fair Housing and Equal Housing Opportunity Act. 

Please email: apts@sinnissippi.com or write the:  
Residential Services Coordinator,  

Sinnissippi Centers, 325 IL Route 2, Dixon, IL 61021.

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR RENTAPARTMENTS FOR RENT

401 401 
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SPORTS
RTHS Boys Basketball

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

MAPLE PARK — 
The Rochelle Hub fresh-
man basketball team con-
cluded its season at the 
Interstate 8 Conference 
Championship tourna-
ment on Saturday, finish-
ing second with a 2-1 
record to end the season 
with a 24-3 overall record. 

Entering as the No. 1 seed, 
Rochelle faced the No. 
2 seed Kaneland for the 
tournament crown, fall-
ing just short in a 74-64 
defeat.

“I thought the kids 
played hard all season,” 
head coach Ryne Vrana 
said. “They played the 
style of basketball that 
we wanted, which was 
fast paced. Their ability 

to play for one another 
was appreciated and I 
thought the kids shared 
the ball with each other 
really well this season.”

The Hubs opened the 
tournament in dominant 
fashion, cruising 65-
27 over the No. 8 seed 
Sycamore. Gabe Montes 
led Rochelle with 14 
points including eight in 
the fourth quarter, while 

Mark Green added nine 
points with seven com-
ing in the third quarter. 
Martiese Pogue, Caden 
Goodwin and Marco 
Belmonte each finished 
with seven points to aid 
the Rochelle offense.

The Hubs clinched 
their spot in the champi-
onship round with a 60-52 
win over the No. 5 seed 
LaSalle-Peru in the semi-

finals. Van Gerber shined 
for Rochelle against the 
Cavaliers, scoring a team-
high 19 points and hitting 
three 3-pointers. Brode 
Metzger anchored the 
Hubs down low, finish-
ing with 11 points while 
Gabe Montes and Marco 
Belmonte each chipped in 
six points. 

Rochelle fell 74-64 
against No. 2 seed Kane-

land in the finals to con-
clude the tournament. 
Metzger and Gerber car-
ried the load for the Hubs, 
with Metzger scoring 26 
points and making 11 field 
goals while Gerber totaled 
18 points and nailed three 
fourth-quarter triples. 
Belmonte recorded six 
points and two players in-
cluding Green and Pogue 
each scored four points. 

Hubs take second at Interstate 8 tournament
Rochelle freshman team concludes 2022-23 season with 24-3 overall record

The Rochelle Hub freshman basketball team finished with a 24-3 overall record after taking second in the Interstate 8 Conference tournament on Saturday. The team 
includes Van Gerber, Martiese Pogue, Ben Foster, Caden Goodwin, Mark Green, Jonny Bearrows, Brode Metzger, Caleb Dreska, Alex Foster, Ian Metzger, Gabe Montes, 
Andrew Johnson, Reece Harris, Parker Slattengren and Marco Belmonte. The team is coached by Ryne Vrana and Jeff Dickey.

(COURTESY PHOTO)
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