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“Agents for Change”

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

OREGON — At its 
monthly meeting Tuesday, 
the Ogle County Board 
heard an update from Board 
Member Don Griffin on its 
project that involves solar 
panels in the roof of the 
recently-constructed Ogle 
County Judicial Center.

The Ogle County Ju-
dicial Center replaced the 
former Ogle County Jail, 
which was recently de-
molished. Stateline Solar 
is the county’s contractor 
on the solar panel project 
and board members were 
shown photos of the prog-
ress on Tuesday. The county 
saw delays in receiving 
equipment for the project 
such as inverters and a 
switch. 

“We did get the invert-
ers in finally and then we 
were waiting for the switch 
we needed,” Griffin said. 
“That all came in and the 
contractors were on site 
last week. The inverters 
have been mounted on the 
outside wall. That’s all been 
installed and hopefully next 
week they’ll be on site to 
finish the majority of that 
project and we should 
be getting close to being 
operational. We’re seeing 
movement on it. It’s a mat-
ter of once it’s all hooked up, 

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — At 
Tuesday’s meeting of the 
Rochelle Rotary Club, 
From the Heart President/
Founder Dave Eckhardt 
and Rotary President 
Adam Heal presented 
$10,000 checks to four area 
nonprofits from proceeds 
from the 2023 From the 
Heart gala.

Representatives from 
Rochelle Christian Food 
Pantry, Pegasus Special 
Riders and Shining Star 
Children’s Advocacy Cen-
ter accepted checks Tues-
day and CASA will receive 
its check at a later date. 
Representatives from the 
Hub City Senior Center, 
Foundation for Focus 
House, Rochelle Area 
Community Foundation 
and HOPE of Ogle County 
received checks on March 
14. The 2023 gala raised 
$80,000 this year, hitting its 
goal to give each nonprofit 
$10,000.

“As I said last week, 
this is my favorite part of 
the From the Heart event, 
giving out the money,” 
Eckhardt said.

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — At 
its March 27 meeting, the 
Rochelle City Council will 
vote on a new electric pric-
ing schedule for Rochelle 
Municipal Utilities.

At its March 13 meet-
ing, the city council heard 
and discussed details of an 
electric rate study on RMU 
done by Utility Power Solu-
tions. UFS has developed 
a three-year plan that will 
result in small increases 
to the customer charge to 
help cover the fixed costs 
of RMU. The first year 
changes also include small 
decreases in rates to ac-
commodate the increase in 
customer charge. The new 
2023 rate structure results 
in a 1.11 percent increase 
in rates over the average of 
all rate classes. The March 
27 decision will impact the 
first year of increases. 

See RMU page 3

Jail roof project update presented
Human resources information system approved

At its monthly meeting Tuesday, the Ogle County Board heard an update from 
Board Member Don Griffin on its project that involves solar panels in the roof of 
the recently-constructed Ogle County Judicial Center.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

finishing the net metering 
connection with ComEd.”

Human 
resources

The board approved 
the purchase of a new hu-
man resource information 
system from Paycom by a 
vote of 22-1. The system 
involves a $6,500 initial 
cost and $1,500 payroll 
cost and expenses each 
pay period will depend on 
the number of employees 
receiving compensation.

Paycom was the lower 

of the final two systems the 
board considered, Board 
Chairman John Finfrock 
said. A human resource 
information system is re-
quired for record keeping, 
and Finfrock said the coun-
ty has not had one “for quite 
a long time.”

“We want to get started 
so we can get it faster and 
be able to use it and meet 
requirements,” Finfrock 
said. “I think we did our 
due diligence.”

The agreement with 
Paycom does not involve 
a contract. The county will 

have access to a support 
team for it. Board Member 
Bruce Larson said the cost 
per person paid per pay 
period will be $165.

Road & bridge
The board unanimously 

approved a bid from Martin 
& Company Excavating for 
$1.629 million for a project 
that will replace the existing 
bridge on Leaf River Road 
over Leaf River with a 
longer bridge with a larger 
opening. 

See COUNTY page 5

From the Heart presents second round of checks
Four $10,000 donations made to area nonprofit organizations

At Tuesday’s meeting of the Rochelle Rotary Club, From the Heart President/Founder Dave Eckhardt and 
Rotary President Adam Heal presented $10,000 checks to four area nonprofits from proceeds from the 2023 
From the Heart gala.

Shining Star Children’s 
Advocacy Center Execu-
tive Director Jessica Cash 
was the first to accept a 
check Tuesday. Her organi-
zation is the child advocacy 

center that serves Ogle and 
Lee County and works with 
children and families that 
have been affected by child 
abuse. 

Shining Star works 

alongside police, DCFS, 
the FBI and prosecutors on 
child abuse cases. It pro-
vides forensic interviewing 
of children, counseling, 
court advocacy, medical 

exams, support groups for 
kids and parents, commu-
nity abuse prevention pro-
grams and more, Cash said.

See FTH page 2

Electric 
increase 
planned

VOTE APRIL 4TH

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
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Live life to the FULLESTFULLEST.

Live life to the fullest and get back to the life you enjoy with XCEL 
Orthopedics at Rochelle Community Hospital. Dr. Gadini Delisca leads 
our expert team to provide complete care and customized solutions 
for patients of all ages. 

Complete Orthopedic Care for all Ages 

To learn more about XCEL Orthopedics or schedule an appointment with Dr. Delisca, 
call 815-562-3784 or visit rochellehospital.com/orthopedics.

Full range of orthopedic solutions including: 
• Knee, hip, and shoulder replacement procedures
• Fracture care—splinting and casting
• Arthritis and carpal tunnel solutions
• Sports medicine 
• Hand, foot and ankle injury treatments

From page 1

“We’re very grateful 
for this money,” Cash said. 
“We’re funded by grants, 
donations and fundraisers. 
For example, last year 
we had a team over for 
an interview with a child 
and our forensic interview 
camera went down while 
the family was there. It 
cost $5,000 to replace 
that camera and we used 
the funds we got from 
From the Heart last year. 
Getting this unrestricted 
donation is very helpful 
for us. Thank you for that.”

Eckhardt said one of the 
reasons From the Heart 
started was because he 
served on several non-
profit boards and saw 
issues with funds they had 
that were only for certain 
restricted uses. 

“That’s why when we 

created From the Heart, 
we said the funds can be 
used for anything that’s 
needed,” Eckhardt said. 
“That’s a pretty big deal 
to these groups.”

Pegasus Special Riders 
Treasurer Nancy Reed 
was the next to accept 
a check Tuesday. Her 
organization provides 
therapeutic horseback rid-
ing experiences for those 
who are physically and 
mentally challenged. Rid-
ing helps with cognitive 
balance and volunteers 
and instructors assist in 
the lessons.

Last year, Pegasus 
Special Riders sustained 
damage to its arena during 
a wind event that caused 
a total replacement. 

“We’re in the process 
of replacing it now,” Reed 
said. “They have slated 
lessons to start in June. 

Usually we start in April. 
We didn’t have a single 
lesson last year because of 
the disaster and we didn’t 
have any place for them 
to ride safely. It’s been an 
experience. Our funding 
comes from donations. 
We’re very appreciative 
to be involved with From 
the Heart.”

Cal Jacobs accepted 
a check on behalf of 
Rochelle Christian Food 
Pantry. In 2022, it saw 
1,000 more visitors and 
spent over $30,000 more 
on food than it did in 2021. 
It also saw over 300 new 
clients. The increases are 
still being seen, and Jan-
uary this year set an all-
time record for the food 
pantry with 475 visits in 
one month. It also saw the 
most visits in any Febru-
ary last month (288). 

“The neat thing about 

it is the generosity of the 
community we live in,” 
Jacobs said. “It’s unbe-
lievable. There’s people 
that make donations all 
the time. We’re seldom 
short of help. We get a 
lot of volunteers every 
month. It’s a great cause. 
We feel very good about 
what we’re doing and this 
will help us continue to do 
that. We’re a full-service 
organization. What any-
body needs, we do. And 
that’s what we feel we’re 
there for.”

CASA Executive Di-
rector Trisha Tayon was 
unable to attend the meet-
ing due to a conflict and 
will receive a check at a 
later date. Her organiza-
tion recruits volunteers 
that serve abused and 
neglected children in 
the court system in Ogle 
County. 

The 2023 From the Heart gala raised $80,000 this year, hitting its goal to give each nonprofit $10,000. From 
the Heart presented its second round of checks during Tuesday’s Rotary meeting.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

FTH: Donations made to local organizations

OREGON  — The 
Ogle County Solid Waste 
Management Department 
(OCSWMD) will be host-
ing a latex paint/aerosol 
can recycling and docu-
ment shredding event on 
Saturday, April 15 at 909 
Pines Road in Oregon. 
This event is for Ogle 
County residents only and 
identification is required. 
No permits are required 
for this recycling event.

Latex paint will be 
collected for recycling 
from 8 a.m. until noon. 
The first 10 containers 
of latex paint per vehicle 
will cost $1 per quart-
sized container, $2 per 
gallon-sized container 
and $10 per five-gallon 
pail. The OCSWMD will 
subsidize the remaining 
cost to recycle the latex 
paint.  Any additional 
containers of latex paint 
will be charged the full 
price to recycle, which is 
$3 per quart, $6 per gal-
lon, and $20 per 5-gallon 
pail.  Cash, credit card 
or checks payable to 
“EarthPaint.org” will be 
accepted for payment.  

Oi l -based  pa in t s , 
stains, and varnishes 
and spray cans will also 
be accepted. Residents 
will have to cover the 
full cost for recycling 
oil-based paints, stains, 
and varnishes. Costs to 
recycle are $6 per quarts-
sized container, $10 per 
gallon-sized container, 
and $25 per five-gallon 
pail. Cash, credit card 
or checks payable to 
“EarthPaint.org” will be 
accepted for payment.  

No business or contrac-
tor paints accepted. No 
bulking or combining of 
latex paint. Bulked latex 
paint cannot be recycled 

in this program.
EarthPaint.org is a 

nonprofit business in the 
Chicago area that works 
with adults with special 
needs and disabilities to 
sort and recycle unwanted 
latex paint into new paint 
or other products. 

Aerosol cans, small 
14-16-ounce propane 
cylinders and small bu-
tane cylinders will also 
be accepted by Flatcan 
Recycling. There is no 
cost for up to 10 contain-
ers.  For over 10 items 
aerosol cans will be $1 
each and propane and bu-
tane cylinders will be $3 
each for recycling.  Most 
aerosol spray products 
will be accepted for recy-
cling. Flatcan Recycling 
will also accept alkaline 
batteries for recycling 
for $4 per pound and one 
child car seat at no charge. 
Additional child car seats 
will be $20 per seat.

In addition, secure, 
on-site document shred-
ding will be conducted 
by Freeport Recycling’s 
Shred-Beast truck from 
9 a.m. to noon. There 
is a limit of three boxes 
per vehicle. No business 
or institutional material 
accepted. 

There is no cost to resi-
dents for paper shredding, 
because the OCSWMD 
will cover the cost of the 
Shred-Beast truck and 
staff.  

P l e a s e  c a l l  t h e 
OCSWMD at 815-732-
4020, email solidwaste@
oglecountyil.gov, or visit 
www.oglecountyil.gov 
or the Ogle County Solid 
Waste Management De-
partment on Facebook 
for more information 
about this recycling op-
portunity.

County paint, aerosol recycling 
and shredding event is April 15

ROCHELLE — The 
City of Rochelle is cur-
rently in the process of 
updating its comprehen-
sive plan. 

The city will he holding 
comprehensive planning 
workshops at each of its 
Planning & Zoning Com-
mission meetings, which 
are held the first Monday 
of each month at 6 p.m. 
at city hall. The public is 
invited and encouraged to 
attend the workshops to 
provide input and feed-
back.

The city last updated 
its comprehensive plan 
in 2016. 

“Our comprehensive 

plan is our road map for 
our community,” City 
Community Development 
Director Michelle Pease 
said. “All are welcome and 
encouraged to attend the 
Planning & Zoning work-
shops the first Monday of 
every month at 6 p.m.. I am 
excited to go through the 
process again to see what 
we have already accom-
plished and what is next.”

Public invited to attend 
city’s comprehensive 
planning meetings

ROCHELLE — The 
City of Rochelle was 
named a 2022 Tree City 
USA by the Arbor Day 
Foundation in honor 
of its commitment to 
effective urban forest 
management. The Tree 
City USA program is 
sponsored by the Arbor 
Day Foundation in part-
nership with the U.S. 
Forest Service and the 
National Association of 
State Foresters. 

The city achieved Tree 
City USA recognition by 
meeting the program’s 
four requirements: a tree 
board or department, a 
tree-care ordinance, an 
annual community for-
estry budget of at least 
$2 per capita and an 
Arbor Day observance 
and proclamation.

“Everyone benefits 
when elected officials, 

volunteers and commit-
ted citizens in communi-
ties like Rochelle make 
smart investments in 
urban forests,” Matt Har-
ris, chief executive of the 
Arbor Day Foundation, 
said. “Trees bring shade 
to our homes and beauty 
to our neighborhoods, 
along with numerous 
economic, social and 
environmental benefits.”

Trees are assets to a 
community when prop-
erly planted and main-
tained. They help to im-
prove the visual appeal of 
a neighborhood, increase 
property values, reduce 
home cooling costs, re-
move air pollutants and 
provide wildlife habitat, 
among many other bene-
fits. More information on 
the program is available 
at arborday.org/TreeCi-
tyUSA. 

Arbor Day Foundation 
names Rochelle 2022 
Tree City USA
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Diana Alanis, MD Melissa Inman
Nurse Practitioner

815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct. 

Rochelle IL
We Accept Most Insurances 

and
Patients Without Insurance

 Monday 7:30-6:00pm,  Tuesday 1:30-7:30, Wednesday 7:30-6:00, Thursday 8:00-7:30,  
Friday 7:30-4:00, and some Saturdays 8:00-12:00

CARING FOR  
YOUR FAMILY’S HEALTH

Medical Care For Your 
Whole Family
• Infants to Adults 
• Acute Care Visits

• Chronic Disease Management
• Wellness Visits

Accepting 

New  
Patients!

Starting 

date of 

May 4th...

• Secure Entry System
• Community room with kitchen
• Activities
• On-site coin operated laundry
• On-site management office
• Dependable 24/7 maintenance service
• On-site parking for residents

For more information, please call 815-562-1404
Full time Social Service Coordinator is available to assist residents

615 N. Lincoln Hwy.
Rochelle, IL 61068
TTY 847-390-1460

Rent based
on 30% of a 

Resident’s Adjusted 
Gross Income

M A N A G E D  B Y:

w w w. L S S I . o r g

Owned and operated by Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI) offering 
apartment living for older adults in Rochelle and the surrounding communities.

0101201701132019

Lincoln ManorAPARTMENT AVAILABLE

From page 1

A three percent total 
increase over the next three 
years is expected.

Residential customers 
would see a $1 increase 
in the first year in their 
service charges from $9 to 
$10. Larger industrial cus-
tomers would see increases 
ranging from $10-72. The 
increases were suggested 
due to RMU’s need for 
more funds on hand for 
emergencies, planned up-
grades to its infrastructure 
and rising power costs.

On March 13, the coun-
cil also held a public hear-
ing for and unanimously 
approved the issuance of 
electric revenue bonds not 
to exceed $5.2 million to 
help pay for improvements 
to RMU’s electric system 
including a new substation 
on Centerpoint Drive, 
diesel plant feeder exits 
and several residential 
underground projects that 
will be necessary in the 
next few years. 

“The debt we’re taking 
out will help to balance 
everything out,” RMU 
Superintendent of Electric 
Operations Blake Toliver 
said. “This way, we don’t 
have to do a five or 10 per-
cent rate increase. I think a 
three percent rate increase 
is reasonable. If you look 
all around us at ComEd, 
Ameren and everyone else, 
they’ve gone with 10-20 
percent rate increases. I 
think RMU and the city 
have done well trying to 
hedge against these large 
rate increases.”

Rochelle City Manager 
Jeff Fiegenschuh called a 
three percent rate increase 
over three years “very min-
imal” compared to other 
utility providers. The aver-
age retail price for residen-
tial power is over 17 cents, 
and RMU is at 12 cents. If 
the new pricing schedule 
is approved March 27, it 
wouldn’t take effect until 

April and wouldn’t be seen 
on bills until the following 
month, Fiegenschuh said. 

Toliver said the infra-
structure upgrade he’s most 
excited about is the new 
substation on Centerpoint 
Drive west of town. That 
will allow for more power 
redundancy and back up 
around town which will 
make for less-widespread 
power loss during outages.

“We’ll have capacity 
available to back feed 
everything and we’ll have 
a small isolated area of 10 
customers out as opposed 
to 500-600 customers out,” 
Toliver said. 

The debt issuance and 
new price schedule would 
also allow RMU to have 
more money on hand in 
the future in case of an 
emergency event causing 
damage to infrastructure 
such as electric poles.

“It was recommended 
that we have at least $13 
million in the bank at 
all times,”  Fiegenschuh 
said. “If a tornado comes 
through town and rips 
up half your poles, our 
reserves are our only in-
surance.”

Toliver said RMU 
hasn’t had a rate increase 
since 2017, which he is 
proud of. The extra cash 
on hand would also help 
protect RMU against price 
fluctuations when buying 
power to sell to its custom-
ers. The utility also faces 
future uncertainties includ-
ing a state shift towards 
renewable energy, supply 
chain issues and inflation 
and more electric vehicles 

impacting infrastructure 
and requiring upsizing.

“With electric vehicles, 
a lot of things are up in the 
air right now,” Toliver said. 
“EV adoption in Rochelle 
is quite slow currently. 
We may see that as they 
become more affordable. 
A lot of Rochelle’s homes 
in the core part of town 
are running on very small 
services that can’t even 
handle an EV charger. Not 
only will the utility have to 
do some upgrades, but a lot 
of these homeowners will 
too. I’m sure there will be 
some growing pains, but 
we’re going to have to take 
it day by day and see where 
things go. I don’t know of 
any utility in the nation 
that’s 100 percent prepared 
for an EV in every home.”

In his time as city man-
ager, Fiegenschuh has been 
with RMU for almost six 
years and said he’s pleased 
with how it’s operated. The 
city council passed a strate-
gic plan in 2018 with a fo-
cus on reinvesting in older 
infrastructure to increase 
reliability to prepare for 
the future, which is where 
a “good portion” of funds 
have been invested in the 
past five years.

“You have a group of 
very dedicated people here 
who want to see the utility 
succeed,” Toliver said. 
“The thing about a munic-
ipality is we’re not out to 
benefit an investor. Every 
dollar that comes back into 
utility is then re-spent on 
the utility. This is going 
right back into our service 
and what we provide.”

RMU: City Council to vote on new electric pricing schedule

At its March 27 meeting, the Rochelle City Council will vote on a new electric 
pricing schedule for Rochelle Municipal Utilities.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

ROCHELLE — On 
Sunday, April 2, there will 
be a free coin appraisal at 
the Rochelle Moose. This 
event is open to the public 
and will be held from 1 p.m. 
until 5 p.m. in the lodge din-
ing room with John Gruben 

and Dave Schabacker doing 
the appraisals. 

They can even evaluate 
foreign coinage and US 
paper money. The most 
valuable item appraised in 
the last couple years was a 
Gold Certificate from the 

Steward Bank of Steward, 
Illinois, valued at over 
$7,000. It is always a trea-
sure hunt. Bring down your 
collection of coins you have 
gathered through the years 
and have them evaluated 
right here in Rochelle.

Free coin appraisal at Rochelle Moose

“I think a three percent rate 
increase is reasonable. If you 
look all around us at ComEd, 
Ameren and everyone else, 
they’ve gone with 10-20 
percent rate increases.” 

Blake Toliver

EARLY VOTING NOTICE

FLAGG & DEMENT PRECINCTS ONLY

EARLY VOTING will be conducted at the Flagg Township Office located at 
303 W. IL Route 38 in Rochelle for Flagg & Dement Precincts only.

Wednesday, March 29 – Friday, March 31 - 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Saturday, April 1 - 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Dated this 19th day of March, 2023
Laura J. Cook, Ogle County Clerk and Recorder

03192023
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Obituaries

JUDITH A. “Judy” 
Aurand, 82, passed 
away on Tuesday, 

March 21 at Serenity Hos-
pice and Home in Oregon 
with her son and daughter 
by her side after a brief 
battle with pancreatic can-
cer. Born on June 13, 1940 
in a tenant house in rural 
Ashton, 

Judy was the sixth of 
seven children born to 
Samuel and Elma (Allsup) 
Cultra. Judy attended a 
one-room Union country 
schoolhouse from first 
through fifth grade and then 
a “town” school, eventually 
graduating from Ashton 
High School in 1957 at the 
age of 16 with 28 in her 
graduating class. 

She was a hard worker 
and started at age 10 by 
picking asparagus, de-tas-
seling corn and doing line 
work for Del Monte in Ro-
chelle. In high school Judy 
car-hopped with her best 
friend, Shirley Engelkes 
Frahm. They double dated, 
partied and had a lot of 
good, wholesome “1950’s” 
fun with a friendship that 
has stood the test of time 
and many cocktail hours. 

While at a square dance 
in Chana with Shirley 
in 1957, Judy met John 
A. DeVries. They were 
married on Jan. 22, 1958, 
and her life as a farm wife 
began. She worked hard 
farming over 1,500 acres 
and raising 300 angus 
beef cows. Their marriage 
produced four children that 
became her world. In the 
late 1960s they established 
DeVries Grain and Fertiliz-
er in Byron. 

After a divorce in 1985, 
Judy happily left the farm 

and worked for McGre-
gor’s Subscription and 
then Progressive Graphics 
in Oregon as an office 
manager.  Later, Judy be-
came a Realtor for Century 
21 and then co-founded 
Blackhawk Realty in the 
late 1980s. On Aug. 20, 
1993, Judy remarried to 
LaMonte “Butch” Aurand 
in Las Vegas, Nevada.

Butch operated heavy 
machinery and also attained 
his real estate license, so 
they could work as a team. 
In 2003 Judy started RE-
MAX of Rock Valley in 
Oregon with her daughter, 
Carla Benesh. Judy won 
countless awards through-
out her real estate career. 
She was a member of the 
Rockford Area Realtors 
Association, the National 
Association of Realtors 
and the Mt. Morris Moose 
Lodge.

Judy was also very ac-
tive in her children’s lives 
which included traveling 
across the country attend-
ing Arabian horse shows 
and taking flying lessons. 
A proud lifetime member 
of the NRA, she believed 
in the right to bear arms 
and did. After retirement 
Judy enjoyed swimming, 
traveling, target shooting, 
lobster and cocktails. She 
adored Elvis. Judy was very 
patriotic and a “regular” 
at the Oregon VFW. She 
even made her famous po-
tato salad for many VFW 
luncheons. 

Judy is predeceased 
by her husband, parents, 
daughter Amy Luepkes, 
infant daughter Catherine 
Lynn DeVries, sister Ella 
Marie Miller and two 
brothers Bill and Don 

Cultra. Judy is survived by 
her children John (Cathy) 
DeVries of Madison, Mis-
sissippi and Carla (Tony) 
Benesh of Oregon; three 
sisters: Carol Link of Ot-
tawa; Mary Ellen Merritt 
of Towanda, Illinois; and 
Karen (Ed) Arensdorf of 
West Branch, Iowa; five 
grandsons: Bryan (Erica) 
DeVries; Brett (Jennifer) 
DeVries; Blake Benesh; 
David (Kimberly) Lue-
pkes; and Austin (Anna) 
Luepkes; eight great-grand-
children: Caroline, Harper, 
Carson, Hudson, Graham, 
Ember, Emerson and Au-
tumn; and several nieces 
and nephews. She was 
also extremely close to her 
cousin, Charlotte Westcott. 

Funeral services will be 
held 10:30 a.m. Monday, 
March 27 at the Farrell-Hol-
land-Gale Funeral Home, 
110 S. 7th St., Oregon, with 
the Rev. Michael Hoff-
man, pastor of the Oregon 
Church of God officiating. 
Visitation will be held 
Sunday at the funeral home 
from 4-6 p.m.  

Burial will follow the 
funeral service at the Byron 
Cemetery. A memorial fund 
is established in Judy’s 
name for the Serenity Hos-
pice and Home Monarch 
Butterfly Release. Visit 
www.farrellhollandgale.
com to leave a condolence 
or memory of Judy.

CHANA — Valerie Jo 
Schabacker, 76, of Chana, 
passed away Wednesday, 
March 22 at OSF St. An-
thony Medical Center in 
Rockford. She was born 
Sept. 30, 1946, in Pekin, Il-
linois, the daughter of Frank 
and Lorene (Egli) McCoy. 
She married Thomas L. 
Schabacker on April 4, 
1986, in Rochelle. 

Val was a homemaker 
who took great pride in 
raising her family. She 
loved nature, her cats and 
Harley-Davidson motor-
cycles. She was an avid fan 
of the San Diego Chargers. 

Val is survived by her 
husband, Tom; three sons: 

David (Eileen) Herrmann, 
Douglas (Janelle) Herr-
mann and Chad (Myra) 
Schabacker; 13 grand-
children; 12 great-grand-
children; a brother, Frank 
(Victoria) McCoy; two 
sisters: Nona (Jim) Kran-
nawitter and Deborah (Eric) 
Leoni; and several nieces 
and nephews. 

In addition to her par-
ents, Val is preceded in 
death by a daughter, Mi-
chelle “Shelly” Triplett. 

Visitation will be from 
3-5 p.m. Sunday, March 26 
at the Unger-Horner Funer-
al Home, 400 N. 6th St. in 
Rochelle. Cremation care 
will be provided following 

the visitation. Entombment 
of cremated remains will 
take place at a later date 
in Lawnridge Mausoleum, 
Rochelle. Contributions 
in Val’s memory may be 
directed to the Granny Rose 
Animal Shelter in Dixon or 
OSF Hospice. Please vis-
it www.ungerhorner.com to 
sign the online guest book. 

Valerie Jo Schabacker Judith A. ‘Judy’ Aurand

Ogle County Sheriff’s Department

ROCHELLE — On 
March 22 at 3:18 p.m. 
Todd Christopher Gorski, 
60, of Rochelle was ar-
rested on an outstanding 
Ogle County warrant and 
transferred.

On March 19 at 8:27 
p.m. Joseph Franklin, 

33, of Rochelle was cited 
for leaving the scene of 
an accident, failure to 
reduce speed to avoid an 
accident, no insurance and 
suspended registration. He 
was released on an I-Bond 
with an April 28 Rochelle 
court date.

On March 23 at 10:45 
p.m. Kelly McGrath, 22, 
of Rochelle was arrested 
on three counts of domes-
tic battery and transferred.

All individuals are 
considered innocent until 
proven guilty in the court 
of law. 

OREGON  — On 
March 22 at approxi-
mately 7:33 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic top in 
the 4,000 block of West 
Illinois Route 64. After an 
investigation, deputies ar-
rested Angela Oester, 47, 
of Sterling, for aggravated 
driving under the influ-
ence of alcohol, aggravat-
ed driving while license 

Rochelle Police Department

Officers make two arrests

Narcotics Task Force 
makes arrest Friday

revoked, driving under the 
influence of alcohol and 
driving while license re-
voked. Oester was issued 
additional citations for 
improper lane usage and 
operating an uninsured 
motor vehicle. Oester 
was transported to the 
Ogle County Jail, where 
she was held pending a 
court appearance before 
a judge. 

On March 22 at approx-
imately 3:33 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop in 
the 2,400 block of North 
White Rock Road. After 
an investigation, deputies 
placed Kent Hull, 61, of 
Kings under arrest for 
driving while license 
revoked. Hull was addi-
tionally issued a citation 
for operating an uninsured 
vehicle. Hull was trans-
ported to the Ogle County 
Jail where he is being held 
in lieu of bond.

On March 23 at 10:37 
p.m. deputies conducted 
a traffic stop on a 2017 
Chevy Malibu at Illinois 
Route 38 and Dement 
Road for a registration 
violation. After a short 

investigation, deputies ar-
rested Mark Rocco, 54, of 
DeKalb, for driving while 
his license was suspend-
ed. Rocco was released on 
scene and will appear in 
court at a later date.   

On March 24 at about 
1:22 a.m. members of the 
Ogle County Narcotics 
Task Force located and 
arrested Nicholas Mar-
shall, 35, of Polo, in the 
area of Botanic Avenue 
and West Center Street 
in Mt. Morris. Marshall 
was wanted on an arrest 
warrant for possession of 
methamphetamine with 
the intent to deliver out 
of Ogle County with a 
bond of $500,000 or 10 
percent. The Ogle County 
Narcotics Task Force was 
assisted by numerous 
Crime Stopper tips and 
The Mt. Morris Police 
Department. Marshall 
was transported to the 
Ogle County Jail and 
was scheduled to appear 
in court on March 24 at 
1 p.m.

All individuals are 
considered innocent until 
proven guilty. 

ASHTON — Susan 
F. Young, 69, of Ashton, 
passed away Thursday, 
March 23 at the Rochelle 
Community Hospital. She 
was born Feb. 5, 1954, 
in Rochelle, the daughter 
of Robert E. and Frances 
(Naylor) Young. 

Susan grew up in Ash-
ton and graduated from 
Ashton High School. She 
obtained her bachelor’s 
degree from Western Illi-
nois University. She held 
various interesting jobs 
throughout her career. 

Susan was once featured 
in the Who’s Who of 
American Women. She 
loved animals and kept 
cattle, horses and dogs 
on her farm. She loved to 
travel and enjoyed visit-
ing numerous countries 
throughout her life. She 
was a devoted daughter and 
sister who loved her family. 

Susan is survived by 
her sister, Sally Young; 
her two beloved dogs, Iris 
and Ziggy; and numerous 
special friends. 

Susan is preceded in 

death by her parents, Rob-
ert and Frances Young; and 
a brother, Clyde Robert 
Young. 

Cremation care was 
provided by Unger-Horner 
Funeral Home, Rochelle. A 
graveside service will be 
held in Washington Grove 
Cemetery at a later date. 
Contributions in Susan’s 
memory may be directed 
to a charity of the donor’s 
choice. 

Please visit www.ung-
erhorner.com to sign the 
online guest book. 

Susan F. Young
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Ashton Bible Church, corner of Main and Paddock 
in Ashton. Pastor Farrel Stauffer, church phone is 
(815)453-2190, church website www.ashtonbible.
org0. Sunday School for all ages 9:00-10:00am, 
Morning Worship 10:15am, Wednesday Prayer 
Meeting/Bible Study 6:30-8:00pm.

The Bridge Church, Pastor Greg Duncan, 11038 
E. IL Route 38, Rochelle, IL 61068. Phone: 815-
562-7750. Sunday School: 9:00 am; Sunday Service: 
10:00 am; Nursery & Children’s ministry during 
am service; Bible Study Tuesday 10:00 am and 
Wednesday 7:00 pm.  Web: thebridgechurchrochelle.
com Email: thebridgechurchrochelle@gmail.com

Calvary Lighthouse Church, Assemblies of 
God, Senior Pastor, Dr. James Horvath. 14409 
Hemstock Rd., Rochelle. Sunday Morning: 
Sunday Worship & Children’s Church 10:00 A.M., 
Wednesday Evening  7:00 P.M. – Adult Teaching, 
Missionettes & Royal Rangers Childrens Classes, 
Nursery available for all services. HE-Brews Cafe 
is open before and after services. For further 
information, please call the CLC office at 815-562-
7701, or email us at staff@calvarylighthouse.com

Calvary Lutheran Church, LCMC -  “To Know 
Christ and to Proclaim Christ in Word and Deed” 
-19 Perry Road, Lee, IL 60530 (the intersection of 
Perry Road and W. County Line Road). Rev. Martha 
Uecker Nelson, Pastor. Coffee Hour starts at 9:00 
a.m., Sunday School, Confirmation, and Adult 
Bible Study are at 9:15 a.m. Worship is at 10:30 
a.m. and is broadcast live on Facebook. Go to our 
website is at www.Calvarychurchlee.org and click 
on the link there. A Grief Support Group meets 
the third Tuesday of each month at 10:00 a.m. Call 
or text (815) 824-2825 or email CalvaryLeeIL@
gmail.com with questions or for more information. 
Also check us out at www.facebook.com/Calvary-
Lutheran-Church.

Rochelle Church of Christ, Keeping Christ at 
the center in the Hub City. We meet Sundays at 
9:00am for Bible Study and 10:00am for worship. 
We also have a Wednesday Bible Study at 7:00pm. 
206 Erickson Rd, Rochelle, IL 61068. You can 
call us at (815) 562-6572 or visit us on the web at 
rochellechurch.com. We also have a radio program 
Sundays just after 8am on WRHL 1060AM. 
Minister Dominic Venuso.

Creston United Methodist Church and Steward 
United Methodist Church - Rev. Ilhan You, 
Creston: 126 West South Street, P.O. Box 209, 
Creston, Illinois 60113. Sunday morning worship 
9:00am. Coffee fellowship at 10:15am. Steward: 
507 Main Street, P.O. Box 80, Steward, IL 60553. 
Adult Sunday School, 10:00am. Sunday morning 
worship and Children’s Sunday School 11:00am. 
Contact the church office at 847-730-4370 for 
more information. facebook.comcrestonumcil 
faccebook.com/stewardilumc

Elim Reformed Church, 140 S. Church Road, 
Kings, IL 61068. Phone: 815-562-6811. Email 
goelimchurch@gmail.com Website www.
goelimchurch.org Sunday Morning Worship 10:00 
Rev. Marv Jacobs

Faith Lutheran Church –  (14206 E. Flagg Rd.) – 
“Making Christ Known Through Lives of Faith.” In-
person worship is available each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. 
or online at “Faith Lutheran Social” on YouTube. 
Worship resources are also available on our Facebook 
page - ‘Faith Lutheran Church ELCA.’ You may also 
e-mail Pastor Joy Alsop at Pastor@faithlcrochelle.org 
for more information. All are welcome to join us!

First Baptist Church of Rochelle, First Baptist 
Church of Rochelle invites you to experience 
our practical Bible services which have nurseries 
provided in every service along with a wide range 
of children’s and teen ministries.  Sunday School 
is at 9:30 am with regular church services at 10:30 
am and 6:00 pm.  Wednesday Family Night starts 
at 6:30 pm with AWANA for the 5 yr. olds thru 
6th grade.  The Omega Teen Ministry also starts at 
6:30 pm for 7th – 12th grades and the Adult Bible 
Study at 7:00 pm.  First Baptist Church is located 6 
blocks west of Hwy 251 at the corner of Woolf Ct. 
and 8th Ave. in Rochelle.  Call 562-4168 for more 
information .  Listen at 11:00 am Sunday mornings 
on WRHL 1060 AM for the Sunday morning “Bible 
Message.” www.firstbaptistrochelle.org

First General Baptist Church, 500 S. 12th 
St, Rochelle.   Phone: 815-562-5221. Email: 
fgbcrochelle@gmail.com.Website: www.
fgbcrochelle.org. Facebook: www.facebook.com/
fgbcrochelle.Pastor:   Rev. Angelo Bonacquisti. 
Sunday worship services: 8:30 am, 11:15 am 
and 6:00 pm.  Sunday school:  10:00 am. We’d be 
honored to have you join us as we worship JESUS 
and continue to grow in truth and love for God 
and each other.  A nursery, children’s church, youth 
group and small groups are available.  If you need 
a ride please contact our church bus driver, John, 
at (815) 262-4275 by 8:30 am on Sunday. “For if 
you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and 
believe in your heart that God raised him from the 
dead, you will be saved.” Romans 10:9

First Presbyterian Church – An Amazing Place 
for Amazing Grace- Rev. Doug Forsberg, Senior 
Pastor. 1100 Calvin Road, Rochelle.  Email: info@
placeforgrace.com.  Sunday morning worship 
9:00am & 11:00am. In person or streamed 
online. On our Website and Facebook Live.  
www.placeforgrace.com / www.facebook.com/
placeforgrace

Grace Fellowship Church  — Pastor Jeff Ardissone, 
2128 Il Route 38, Ashton, 815-453-7464. Sunday 
School 8:30 a.m. Sunday Worship Service 9:45 a.m. 
www.graceisforyou.com

Harvest Baptist Church 241 Scott Ave. (Hillcrest). 
Rev. Duane Boehm, pastor. Email duane712@
hotmail.com, cell 815-757-3427. Visit us on 
Facebook! Service times: Sunday morning worship 
with Children’s Church at 10 am. Wednesday night 
worship at 7 pm. 

Immanuel Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 
16060 E. Lindenwood Road, Lindenwood, IL 61049. 
Rev. Dr. Matthew Rosebrock. Church Phone 393-
4500. Church Worship 9:00 a.m. Sunday School 
Christian Education Hour at 10:30   a.m.

Living Water Community Church  405 N. Main St, 
Downtown Rochelle. Phone 815-561-6249, Website: 
www.lwccr.com, Like us on Facebook. We are Non-
Denominational, Christ Centered, Casual dress, Christ 
Centered Live Band Worship. Chris Bender- Teaching 
Pastor, Brent Braski- Administrative Pastor, Adrian 
Daugherty- Lead Worshipper, Joe Mortimer- Youth 
Director, Amanda Barnes- Office Manager. Sunday 
Worship Service- 10:00am. Nursery/Toddlers Ages 
0-5 available during the service in the Splash building. 
Swim- Grades 1st-5th worship with the adults then 
break out for age appropriate teaching. Youth groups, 
Small groups, Life Groups and Workshops meet 
throughout the year for Bible teaching. 7C’s Mission- 
serves the community physically & spiritually each 
month from 1135 Lincoln Hwy, providing lightly used 
clothing, Hygiene items, a light lunch and Elder Prayer 
open the second Saturday from 10am-2pm and the 4th 
Thursday from 4pm to 7:00pm and by appointment..  

  

New Hope Fellowship (Church of God - 
Anderson, IN), 1501 10th Ave., Rochelle, IL 61068. 
Service: Sunday at 9 a.m. 10:30 a.m., (815)561-
8400, www.NHFchurch.net Pastor: Dan Sergeant 
and Pastor Nick Tornabene.  (Classes for children 
through age fifth grade during service.)

Rochelle United Methodist Church invites 
everyone to enter into the passion of Jesus. Our 
Bible Study and worship series will be focused on 
the last week of Jesus’ life through Lent. 

As we enter the story of Jesus’ passion, we come 
to it with our own eyes, our own humanity, our 
own experience. That gets all wrapped up in our 
interpretation…. that is how faith works! That is 
how we makes sense of things, and how we come 
to greater awareness, understanding, insight and 
compassion for our own stories and for those of 
others. So this Lent, this time of preparation for 
Easter, we will enter the passion of Jesus. Let us 
freeze frame a moment, so that we might dwell….
and become not just story tellers, but story 
dwellers. (Adapted from a poem by Marcia McFee.)  
Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services are 
at 7:00 pm.  The church will be open from noon-3 
on Good Friday for the public to walk the Stations 
of the Cross.  Devotional guide provided – come 
and go at your convenience. Everyone is always 
welcome to all of our services. 

Sunday worship is at 9:00 am with Sunday School 
for children after the Children’s Message.  Recorded 
services are available on our YouTube channel and 
our website at www.rochelleumc.com.  Our services 
are on the radio (93.5 FM) on Sunday mornings at 
9:00 am.  Our Facebook page is www.facebook.
com/rochelleumc.  Rev. Dr. Katherine Thomas 
Paisley, Pastor. 709 Fourth Ave. (815) 562-2164. 
admin@rochelleumc.com. Everyone is welcome 
and loved!

St. Patrick Catholic Church Rev. Jesus 
Dominguez; Deacon Fermin Garcia; Deacon 
George Schramm; 244 Kelley Dr. (Corner of 
Kelley & Caron Rd.), PO Box 329, Rochelle, IL 
61068. Office Hours: 9:00 AM- 4PM Monday-
Thursday, Phone: 815-562-2370. Mass times: 8:00 
AM Monday-Thursday, Saturday Vigil Mass 5:00 
PM English, 7PM Spanish, Sunday Mass 7:30 AM, 
9:00 AM in English and 11:00 AM in Spanish. 
Confessions: Monday 8:30AM & 6:30PM, 
Tuesday 8:30AM, Saturday 8:30am & 4:00-4:45 
PM Or by appointment. Religious Education: 
Deacon George Schramm, Director of Religious 
Education. 903 Caron Road, Rochelle, IL 61068, 
815-561-0079; Website: stpatricksrochelle.com 
Email: stpatrick-rochelle@rockforddiocese.org 
Facebook.com/StPatrickRochelle

St. Paul Lutheran Church “Building Relationships 
in Christ, Now and Forever!” Pastor-Rev. Greg 
Hoffmann, Steven Hall, Principal, Parish Nurse-
Marcia Schnorr. 1415 Tenth Ave., Rochelle. 
Church Office-562-2744. Worship times: 6:00 p.m. 
Saturday, 9:00 a.m. Sunday. Our service is broadcast 
over WRHL 1060AM at 10:00 a.m. Sunday. Sunday 
School 10:15-11:15 a.m.  Call 562-6323 for more 
information about the school.

CHURCH DIRECTORY

From page 1

For the work, the board 
appropriated $539,000 
from the federal aid match-
ing fund, $500,000 from 
the county aid to bridge 
fund and $591,000 from 
the county’s REBUILD 
Illinois fund for a total of 
$1.63 million for the coun-
ty’s portion of the project.

The board also unan-
imously approved a bid 
from Martin & Com-
pany Excavating for 
$356,061.58 for its Eagle 
Point Road overflow cul-
vert project, which will 
construct an additional 
box culvert adjacent to an 
existing structure on Eagle 
Point Road just east of 
Brookville Road.

For the work, the board 
appropriated $360,000 
from the county aid to 
bridge fund. 

Pavement
The board unanimously 

approved a bid from Coun-
tryman, Inc. for $55,593 for 
annual application of pave-
ment markings on county 
highways. For the work, the 
board appropriated $56,000 
from its motor fuel tax fund.

Each of the bids ap-
proved Tuesday was the 
low bid. 

Trees
Board Member Susie 

Corbitt said that the coun-
ty’s oak tree planting project 
is progressing and Morton 
Arboretum will be making 
a presentation at 4 p.m. 
before next month’s county 
board meeting on April 18. 

“We will have an open 
meeting,” Corbitt said. “We 
encourage the public to 
come and hear the presen-
tation on the importance of 
planting native trees.”

COUNTY: Board approves bid for Leaf River Road bridge project

The county board approved a bid from Martin & Company Excavating for $1.629 million for a project that will 
replace the existing bridge on Leaf River Road over Leaf River with a longer bridge with a larger opening. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
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Guest column

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages 
responsible letters to the editor on subjects 

of interest to our readers. Editing may be 
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity 
or libel, but ideas will not be altered. All letters 

must bear the handwritten signature of the 
writer and include address and phone number 

or e-mail address for verification purposes. 
Neither the street address nor phone number 

will be printed. Letters should be typed or 

legibly handwritten, and no anonymous letters 
will be published. Any letters from boards or 

organizations must include at least one name 
of an individual. Any criticism of public officials 

should be limited to issues related strictly to 
their position or actions made in office, as 

personal attacks will not be published. Letters 
involving private disputes between the writer 
and a business will not be published. Political 

endorsements will be published, however 

letters from candidates endorsing themselves 
will not be printed. Letters may be dropped 
at the News-Leader office (211 IL Route 38 
East), mailed to the News-Leader (P.O. Box 
46, Rochelle, IL 61068) or e-mailed (news@

rochellenews-leader.com.) The News-Leader 
reserves the right to edit or reject any letter to 

the editor for any reason, and letters chosen for 
publication do not necessarily reflect the views 

of this newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

IL Sen. Brian Stewart
M104A State House
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0180

U.S. Con. Adam 
Kinzinger
1218 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-3635

* Denotes Chairman/President

IL Rep. Tom Demmer
314 Capitol
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

Scott
Reeder

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes  bhayes@rochelleil.us
Rosaelia Arteaga  rarteaga@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                       dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
John Gruben  jgruben@rochelleil.us

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Dave Casey  dcillini94@gmail.com
Steve Builta  sbuilta@gmail.com
Ashley Jackson                      ajackson@d231.rochelle.net
Stephanie White                        swhite@d231.rochelle.net
Eric Van Hise  eric.vanhise@gmail.com
Trisha Vaughn                                      jrvtlv02@msn.com
Javier Zepeda  jzepeda@rthsd212.org

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Carol Hayenga  carol.hayenga@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas  bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Jacky Aguilera jacky.aguilera@rths212.org
Jeff Tilton  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Bobby Chadwick bobby.chadwick@rthsd212.org
Brian VanVickle                  brian.vanvickle@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board

Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodie Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Lloyd Droege  ldroege@oglecounty.org
Dan Miller  dmiller@oglecounty.org
Greg Sparrow  gsparrow@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Bruce McKinney bmckinney@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney  skenney@oglecounty.org
David Williams  dwilliams@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
Wayne Williams jwdw13@yahoo.com
Jennifer Payton  
*Tom Byro  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Steve Katzman  skatzman@essex1.com
Mike Kerns  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Mark Hibshman  
Curt Ward  caward92@comcast.net

Hillcrest Village Board
*Randy Salsbury  rsalsbury@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pittman  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Dan Potter dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Richard Rhoads  rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball  tball@hillcrestil.us
Renee Kerwin  rkerwin@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
*Bob Withrow  flaggtwp@rochelle.net
Joanna Patrick  flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
Susan Rothenberger assessor@rochelle.net
Scott Seebach  scottseebach@gmail.com
Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle  noggle62@gmail.com
Eric Gruben  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hagar  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
*Jaqueline Dickow dickow@comcast.net
Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net
Michael Scanlan scanlan@comcast.net
Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip          doobs12@comcast.net

DEAR commu-
nity members, 

I  proudly 
support Victoria “Vicki” 
Pemberton for the Ro-
chelle Elementary D231 
school board. I have been 
an educator in the district 
for 24 years, and I have 

a child that attends the 
elementary district. 

As an educator, I am 
voting for Vicki, and I 
encourage voters to do the 
same. Vicki is dedicated to 
the children in our schools, 
as she is passionate about 
academic excellence and 

the well-being for all of 
our students. As a parent 
who has been at-
tending board meet-
ings for almost two 
years, 

Vick i  under-
stands the time it 
takes to be a board member 

and is ready to serve our 
community. Because of 

her dedication and 
involvement, Vicki 
was invited to be 
on a committee to 
create a bullying 
policy. She will be 

a voice of reason, repre-

senting students, parents 
and taxpayers. 

Our community would 
greatly benefit from Vicki 
Pemberton on the elemen-
tary school board. She 
is honest, trustworthy, 
dedicated and reliable.  A 
vote for Victoria “Vicki” 

Pemberton is a vote for 
a candidate that supports 
public education and the 
success of all students in 
our community. 

Jackie Bingham 
Ramsey
Rochelle

IT’S that time of 
year, again.  Time 
to read up on the 

candidates that are run-
ning for local offices. 
Candidates for offices 
such as mayor, village 
president, councilperson, 
superintendent, commis-
sioner and trustee. This is 
the most important type 
of election you can vote 
in because the people 
elected to these offices 
affect you directly in your 
everyday activities. The 
decisions these people 
make will, at times, take 
place within short periods 
of time.

Yet most of these 
elections have very low 
turnout. Many times, it 
depends on the office 
candidates are running 
for. Mayors and village 
presidents may draw in a 

large voter count.  Some 
candidates may draw in 
voters. Issues may also be 
on the ballot and draw a 
large count.

These local consolidat-
ed elections usually do not 
draw in young people the 
same that the state and 
federal elections do. This 
is why I was happy to see a 
young voter recently give 
their opinion on a local 
person running for the 
Rochelle Township High 
School Board. The article 
was very well written, 
and opinion very clearly 
stated.

Yet we need to see 
more of both young and 
“youngish” people write 
to our paper with their 
opinions about candi-
dates. We need to see 
all people espouse, us-
ing their written voice, 

on all sorts of matters. 
We have that right. And 
though there is always 
someone who disagrees 
with every situation that 
arises, this must not deter 
our voices. Once we use 
a name with our 
voice, that voice 
elevates above the 
trivial. A comment 
on Facebook or an-
other social media 
site will get eyes 
throughout the 
world, but what 
about local eyes? 
We are the people 
that really need 
to see and use the infor-
mation inserted in those 
comments.

The candidates should 
not be left out of this 
scenario either. If there 
are candidates who don’t 
list their views on how 

the office they are run-
ning for can be changed 
for the better, should we 
even consider them in our 
decisions? How could we 
vote for anyone we don’t 
have information on? As 

I’ve said in previ-
ous articles, it is 
up to us to read, 
review and decide.

I might have 
said this before and 
if I have, please 
forgive my repe-
tition. Some of us 
will determine that 
our vote doesn’t 
count. Maybe they 

think it a waste of time to 
vote. Maybe the candi-
dates they vote for won’t 
win so they’ll second 
guess why they vote in the 
first place? For sure, if we 
don’t vote, our vote will 
not be counted. Would 

yours be the one to turn 
the tide?  Would a group 
of people, who decided 
they must vote, turn the 
tide?  When you put on 
that “I Voted” sticker, 
will someone see that and 
remember to vote or vote 
because you did?

And I do know that 
some have trouble getting 
time off work to vote. 
That’s why in Illinois we 
have four days of early 
voting in hopes that this 
will be an additional way 
to ease the concerns of our 
citizens to find the time. 
This voting cycle the early 
voting will be March 29, 
30, 31 and April 1 at the 
Flagg Township Office on 
Illinois Route 38 and at the 
Ogle County Courthouse.  
Election day is on April 4.

It’s so interesting that 
in a country that is built 

on the voice of the people, 
the people have such a 
hard time being heard. 
Someday, we will have a 
holiday for voting. That 
really is the only way to 
see great turnouts at all 
elections. Maybe we can 
even eliminate early vot-
ing by increasing the num-
ber of voting locations to 
better match the number 
of people that are signed 
up to vote. On a personal 
note, I would like to see 
a one-person, one-vote 
nation by eliminating the 
Electoral College.

But, until then, please 
vote. Let your voice be 
heard. And remember, 
no one will know how 
you vote. Unless you tell 
them of course. Not your 
spouse, your friends, or 
your family.  It is your 
vote, not theirs.

HAVING mar-
ried a Catholic 
and now being 

the only Protestant in a 
household of six, I’ve 
learned a few things in the 
past 20 years.  

One of those things I’ve 
learned is how to bake 
really good macaroni and 
cheese during Lent. Like 
many families we don’t eat 
meat on Ash Wednesday 
and the following Fridays 
leading up to Easter. 

A couple of decades 
ago, I thought these fasts 
were silly and overly le-
galistic. 

In fact, early in our 
marriage, I had no problem 
eating a steak while my 
wife and kids munched 
on pasta. To her credit, my 
wife never said anything to 
me about it. 

My kids, on the other 
hand, eyed me with envy 

bordering on irritation. 
But as I’ve aged 

and learned more, I’ve 
changed my view. It’s a 
beautiful tradition that can 
be honoring to God if done 
not out of obligation but a 
desire to commemorate.

The problem is so many 
people don’t fully under-
stand the spiritual practice 
of fasting. Growing up 
Protestant, I never once 
heard a pastor extol the 
virtues of even a partial 
fast.  

According to abstinence 
rules within the Catholic 
Church, meat includes 
flesh from warm-blooded 
animals and birds. Fish 
and other seafood are OK 
to eat on Lenten Fridays. 

There are exceptions. 
In the New Orleans Di-
ocese, it’s permissible to 
eat alligator and in Detroit 
muskrat can be a Lenten 

Friday entrée. I’m not 
particularly keen on trying 
either exception. 

Before Vatican II, Cath-
olics abstained from meat 
on almost all Fridays 
throughout the year. 

Even though I grew up 
post-Vatican II, 
my best friend’s 
family continued 
the year-round 
practice. 

When I ate at the 
Reeds on Fridays, 
on good days it 
was cheese pizza 
and on bad ones, 
pea soup.

Being a rather 
inquisitive child, I asked 
my friend’s dad, just 
why they didn’t eat most 
types of meat on Fridays. 
He gave me a rather long 
explanation about a pope 
centuries ago wanting to 
help fishermen out. 

Since my dad was a hog 
farmer, my 10-year-old-
self worried that the pope 
had it in for folks like us.  
But, no, that isn’t the case. 

While it is an inter-
esting, oft-repeated fable 
within the church, it also 

happens to be non-
sense. 

Another expla-
nation I’ve been 
told by some folks 
of a more progres-
sive bent is that 
chickens, hogs and 
cattle eat grain, so 
if Catholics abstain 
from eating their 
flesh more food 

will be available for hun-
gry people.

It’s a nice thought. But 
it also doesn’t hold up to 
scrutiny. Modern aquacul-
ture feeds soy, corn and 
rice to farm-raised fish.  
And some cattle, goats 

and sheep eat only grass.
Since I’m no theolo-

gian, I asked Springfield 
Bishop Thomas Paprocki 
to explain the practice. 

“We don’t have this 
visible presence right in 
front of us where we can 
actually see and talk to 
Jesus the way his disciples 
did,” he said. “So, there is 
that longing in our hearts to 
be with Christ, to be pres-
ent with him. And fasting 
in a way is analogous to 
that. When we’re fasting, 
we get hungry. Hunger is 
a longing for food. … We 
long to be with Christ. We 
look forward to the day 
when we’ll be with Christ 
in his kingdom. But for 
the time being, we have 
to grow in the sense of pa-
tiently awaiting that day.”

That makes sense. And 
it’s something I’ll be think-
ing about as I participate 

in the partial fast with my 
family this year. 

I occasionally hear 
folks pooh-pooh the prac-
tice. They’ll say a partial 
fast doesn’t amount to 
much. 

This sort of dispar-
agement of another’s 
religious practice is per-
plexing. Afterall, why 
should someone care what 
someone else is giving up?  
And let’s be honest, most 
of the folks critical of the 
practice are not giving up 
anything themselves.  

In a self-centered age, 
it’s refreshing to see others 
sacrificing to remember 
something greater than 
themselves. 

Isn’t that the meaning 
of Lent?

Scott Reeder, a staff writ-
er for Illinois Times, can 
be reached at sreeder@
illinoistimes.com.

The spiritual practice of Lenten fasting

Consider This: Election time

Reed
Harris

Letter: I support Pemberton for elementary board
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COMMUNITY

Coffee Break
Call 815-561-2151 to submit names for birthdays and anniversaries

Birthdays & Anniversaries
March 26

LeeAnn Komadina
Kim Dougherty

Bernie & Anna Sexton 
(anniversary)

 
March 30

Grace Olson
 

Feb. 28 - Zekelman Employee, Rochelle, $25

Mar. 1 - Ed Messenger, Oregon, $25

Mar. 2 - First State Bank Employee, Rochelle, $25

Mar. 3 - Rachel Smith, Stillman Valley, $25

Mar. 4 - Tim Cech, Rochelle, $25

Mar. 5 - HOPE of Ogle County, $50

Mar. 6 - Matthew Browder, Waterman, $25

Mar. 7 - Jim & Lori Nalley, Ashton, $25

Mar. 8 - Miguel Lopez, Rochelle, $25

Mar. 9 - Hailey Thompson, Rochelle, $25

Mar. 10 - Veronica Wicks, Rochelle, $25

Mar. 11 - Jay Eller, Amboy, $25

Mar. 12 - Danielle Bettner, Rochelle, $50

Mar. 13 - Rochelle Chamber, $25

Mar. 14 - Glen Hughes, Dixon, $25

Mar. 15 - Rosemary VanKirk, Rochelle, $25

Mar. 16 - Judith Urban, Loves Park, $25

Mar. 17 - Dena Doran, Princeton, $250

Mar. 18 - Brian Edwards, Rochelle, $25

Mar. 19 - Brittany Samp, Palos Heights, $50

Mar. 20 - Mike and Irma Seaworth, Holcomb, $25

Mar. 21 - Charlie Boonstra, Dixon, $25

Mar. 22 - Rochelle Chamber, $25

Mar. 23 - Troy Mowry, Rochelle, $25

Mar. 24 - David Glessner, Dixon, $25

Mar. 25 - Zekelman Employee, Rochelle, $25

Mar. 26 - Tara Richardson, Waterman, $50

BY VICKI SNYDER-CHURA
SPECIAL TO THE NEWS-LEADER

R O C H E L L E  — 
Through the generosity 
of a $10,000 gift from the 
Rochelle Township High 
School Class of 1961 and 
an additional $1,000 gift 
from the Rochelle Rotary 
Club, RTHS expanded its 
Renaissance Rewards to 
focus on students and staff 
members who demonstrate 
exemplary critical thinking 
skills.  Each month students 
are nominated by staff mem-
bers who have seen proof of 
(or growth in) the student’s 
critical thinking skills. 

A monthly $100 cash 
prize is awarded to a stu-
dent, 50 percent of which 
will be donated to the local 
non-profit of the student’s 
choice. Likewise, staff mem-
bers are nominated for a 
$100 cash gift, 50 percent 
of which will be donated to 

a local non-profit of the staff 
member’s choice.   

Critical thinking is an in-
tellectually disciplined pro-
cess of actively and skillfully 
analyzing and evaluating 
information gathered from, 
or generated by, observation, 
experience, reflection, rea-
soning or communication. 
The process is what guides 
your beliefs and ultimately 
your actions. 

Developing critical think-
ing skills is paramount in 
today’s world. We are chal-
lenged to ingest and eval-
uate information at every 
turn. Critical Thinking skills 
are vital in accomplishing the 
RTHS mission: preparing 
students for their tomorrow. 

In January 2023 senior 
Austin Salter was chosen for 
his work with the HUBSRead 
podcasters. Starting any-
thing new requires someone 
to be the “go-to” person. In 
this group, Austin took on 

that role. Throughout this 
year he has been the voice 
of reason and has kept the 
group moving forward. With 
his strong sense of organi-
zation and sense of vision, 
Austin has helped to make 
the HUBSRead podcasting 
team a success while being 
a motivational and inspiring 
voice at RTHS.

In February, junior Aiden 
Ramsey was chosen for 
his work on the math and 
scholastic teams. Aiden 
possesses a wealth of knowl-
edge and has used it to keep 
RTHS competitive in both 
fields. Aiden not only uses 
his knowledge to answer 
questions, more importantly 
he shares it with others. A 
conversation with Aiden is 
always welcome because 
you always come away from 
it having learned something. 
Aiden says he believes infor-
mation needs to be shared 
and discussed so that we 

can learn from the past and 
begin to make connections 
between the different areas 
of our world. 

The March CT recipient 
is sophomore Makayla Lud-
wig, who was chosen for her 
service to others. Makayla 
has worked with a variety 
of organizations like band, 
Student Council and FFA 
to help make RTHS a better 
place. Whenever Makayla 
takes on a job, she looks 
for ways to make the time 
spent more efficient and 
to lead to a better, stronger 
outcome. Makayla believes 
in learning what is needed 
to accomplish the task and 
then putting in the time and 
energy necessary to make 
the job a success.

This trio has contributed 
to help make RTHS a place 
where students learn the 
value of critical thinking 
and the importance of being 
problem solvers.

Salter, Ramsey and Ludwig earn 
RTHS critical thinking awards

RTHS students Makayla Ludwig, Aiden Ramsey and Austin Salter (left to right) received Critical Thinking 
Awards from January through March.

(COURTESY PHOTOS)
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Easter 
Ham

GIVEAWAY!

James E. Supancic Insurance
Call ‘Spud’ for all your insurance needs...

Auto • Home • Life • Health
License & Title Service  

License Renewal Stickers
516 Lincoln Ave., Rochelle

815-562-7552 • www.spudinsurance.org

211 Hwy. 38 East, Rochelle, IL
Ph: 815-562-4171

www.rochellenews-leader.com

Your Independently 
Owned Community 

Bank Since 1882

www.stillmanbank.com

Byron
815-234-5626

Oregon
815-732-7956

Rochelle
815-562-7071

Rockford
815-332-8100

Roscoe/Rockton
815-623-1800
Stillman Valley
815-645-2266

Hospital 
Auxiliary 

Gift Shoppe
900 N. 2nd St. • 815.562.2181

Dropbox available outside the Gift Shoppe. Hours are 
Mon-Fri 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Closed Weekends.

Mon-Fri 7am-3pm

Call us for a ride: 
815-562-5050

401 Cherry Ave.
Rochelle, IL 61068
hubcityseniorcenter.com

620 S. 7th • Rochelle
815-562-2177

prescottbrothersford.com

Hours: M-TH 10-5 . Fri 10-1
Downtown Rochelle 

815-561-9500

Promoting your business is  
our business!

1140 N 7th St. • Rochelle, IL 61068

815-561-2337

Promoting your business  
is our business!

Clark Gas, Liquor, 
Beer, Wine and 

U-Haul
1180 N 7th St, Rochelle 

815-562-5593

View the menu: Dog-Hub.com

ONLINE ORDERING  
NOW AVAILABLE!

DINE-IN • PICK-UP • DELIVERY

134 MAY MART DR
ROCHELLE 

815-561-0001
Rochelle • New Milford • Creston • Byron

www.holcomb.bank 815-562-5207

RULES
1. No purchase necessary, enter at as many participating businesses as you wish.
2. One winner per family only.
3. Official entry blanks and copies of official entry blanks only.
4. All entries must be received by 10 am on Friday, March 31. Winners will be notified by 

the participating businesses and also listed in the Rochelle News-Leader.

Good Luck!



April 4thApril 4th
OnOn

621 First Ave. • Rochelle, IL  • 815-562-8784
March into Spring with New Plumbing and 

March into Spring with New Plumbing and 

HVAC Systems from

HVAC Systems from

03
26

20
23

RTHS Girls Soccer

Rochelle outlasts Mendota
Lady Hubs overcome second-half injuries to earn season-opening 5-3 victory

SPORTS FUTURE LADY KOUGAR
 
RTHS senior Kailey Harris will be playing 
soccer at Kishwaukee College next year. 
 
See page 2 for more details
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Sophomore Makayla Lara dribbles past a Mendota defender during the Rochelle Lady Hub varsity soccer 
match against the Trojans on Tuesday. Lara scored one goal as the Lady Hubs defeated Mendota 5-3.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Ad-
versity mounted for the 
Rochelle Lady Hub var-
sity soccer team as the 
purple and white looked to 
secure its first win of the 
season against the Men-
dota Trojans on Tuesday.

Using crisp ball move-
ment and gusty backwinds 
to their advantage, the 
Lady Hubs controlled 
the ball on the Mendota 
side of the field for most 
of the first half, where 
three different players 
scored goals to help Ro-
chelle take a 3-1 lead. 
With fatigue setting in 
and the Trojans receiv-
ing the backwind during 
the second half, how-
ever, Mendota rallied for 
consecutive unanswered 
goals to tie the score at 3-3 
as a multitude of cramps 
and injuries depleted Ro-
chelle’s lineup.

Needing a spark as 
the second half wound 
to a close, the suddenly 
short-handed Lady Hubs 
overcame their obstacles, 
scoring two unanswered 
goals over the final 10 
minutes of regulation 
time to outlast the Tro-
jans for a 5-3 victory. 
Senior midfielder Mavi 
Avila led Rochelle (1-0, 
0-0 Interstate 8) with two 
goals, while three players 

including junior forwards 
Sydney Thorne and Kara 
Martinez as well as sopho-
more midfielder Makayla 
Lara each added one goal 
in the win.

“It feels good to get 
that first win,” head coach 
Brad Male said. “We still 
have some things to work 
on and we’re putting some 
players in positions where 
they don’t have much 
experience. We’re hoping 
to keep progressing as the 
season moves forward. 
I thought we moved the 
ball well in the first half 
and we had much better 
communication there than 
in the second half.”

The Lady Hubs wasted 
no time taking their first 
lead of the season, with 
Lara launching an un-
assisted goal into the 
Mendota net during the 
second minute. Rochelle 
extended its lead during 
the 14th minute, where 
a left-footed pass from 
Thorne inside the Trojan 
penalty area found Avila 
for the team’s second goal 
of the match. Trailing 2-0, 
Mendota capitalized on 
a breakaway opportunity 
during the 16th minute, 
rolling a shot into the back 
of the Rochelle net.

Martinez answered 
for the Lady Hubs, tak-
ing advantage of a short 
goal kick by the Mendota 
goalkeeper and lifting a 

right-footed shot over the 
head of the goalkeeper 
to give Rochelle a 3-1 
lead in the 18th minute. 

The 3-1 score held until 
early in the second half, 
where the Trojans used the 
backwind as well as some 

miscommunication inside 
the Lady Hub penalty area 
to convert goals in the 44th 
and 57th minutes, evening 

the score with about 20 
minutes left.

See SOCCER page 3

RTHS Baseball

Boylan Catholic beats Rochelle in season opener
Hubs held to three hits as Titans take nonconference game 8-1 on Wednesday

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCKFORD — The 
Rochelle Hub varsity 
baseball team teed off the 
2023 season on Wednes-
day, falling 8-1 against 
Boylan Catholic in non-
conference action. Seniors 
Garrett Gensler and Alex 
Burnette each singled and 
reached base twice for the 
Hubs (0-1, 0-0 Interstate 
8), who will face Sterling 
and Auburn over their next 
two nonconference games.

“It was nice to see 
where we’re at and what 
we need to work on,” head 
coach Jarrod Reynolds 
said. “I can’t remember 
the last time we were able 
to get a game in before 
spring break. I’m disap-
pointed with the loss, but 
I thought we had some 
moments where we played 
really well today. We only 
struck out three times and I 
thought we did a good job 
of putting the ball in play.”

Junior Brock Metzger 
started on the mound for 
the Hubs, throwing three 
and two-thirds innings and 
recording three strikeouts. 
Boylan Catholic took the 
early lead on Wednesday, 
scoring on a fielding error 
in the top of the second in-
ning for the first run of the 

game. The Titans barrelled 
the ball up in the top of 
the fourth inning, sending 
multiple line drives into 
the outfield for base hits. 
Boylan Catholic tallied 
three runs in the frame to 
surge ahead of the Hubs 
4-0.

Only one Rochelle bas-
erunner reached over the 
first five innings. Gensler 
notched the team’s first hit 
of the evening, sending a 
hard grounder through the 
middle of the infield for 
a single in the bottom of 
the fifth inning. While the 
Hubs made better contact 
as the game progressed, 
Rochelle was unable to 
score its first run until the 
bottom of the sixth inning, 
where Brock Metzger 
reached on an infield 
single to second that plated 
freshman brother Brode 
Metzger.

“I thought we hit the 
ball better as the game 
went on,” Reynolds said. 
“The top of our order re-
ally hit the ball well over 
the last couple of innings. 
It’s our first game of the 
season, but I thought we 
had some good at-bats and 
we need to build on those 
so we can have more hits 
later on.” 

See BASEBALL pg 4

The Rochelle Hub varsity baseball team opened the 2023 season with a loss against Boylan Catholic on 
Wednesday. Senior Alex Burnette (left) singled and reached base twice in the game. Junior Brock Metzger 
(right) started on the mound, throwing three and two-thirds innings and adding an RBI infield single.

(PHOTOS BY RUSSELL HODGES)
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The businesses featured on this page are 

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”
I’m looking forward to serving your needs for insurance and 
financial services.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
CALL ME TODAY.

Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc 
Shane B Huber, Agent

221 E. IL Rt. 38 
Rochelle, IL 61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Diana Alanis, MDCaring for your 
family’s health from 

infant to adults.
For appointment, please call

815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct, Rochelle, IL 61068

Most Insurance Accepted

Accepting 
New Patients

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

815 561 4035!

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto  Home Improvement   Vacation

Jami Hackman & Kristen Stover

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle

H
S
2
0
1
6

Jami Hackman

Se Habla
Español

BUY HERE – PAY HERE
You Work - You Drive

1400 N 7th St
Corner of Flagg Rd & Hwy 251 N

227 E. Rt 38 • Rochelle, IL

815-562-8706
www.rochellechiropractic.com
Now Accepting New Patients!

Licensed and Insured
24 Hour Emergency Service

815-562-4937
500 Cleveland Avenue

Berg-Johnson
Electric

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

FREE ESTIMATES

“Proudly Serving The Rochelle Area Since 1945”
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Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

#4061/#83-3198

Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

101 Maple Ave • Rochelle, IL 61068
815.562.7057 •  hub-remsen.com

GO HUBS!GO HUBS!

• Collision Repair • New/Preowned Vehicles
• 24 Hour Towing • Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

We are Ogle Countyʼs
only GM Dealer!

Come visit us!

815-562-8787 • www.jeffperrychevrolet.com
CHEVROLET • BUICK • CADILLAC • JEEP • CHRYSLER

We are 
Ogle 

County’s 
only 

GM Dealer!
• Collision Repair
• 24 Hour Towing

• New/Preowned Vehicles

• Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes  

and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181

www.rochellehospital.com
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Tim & Roger Bruns, 
Owners

Established 1997

FREE 
ESTIMATES!

• Residential 
& Commercial 

Concrete
• Additions

815-561-0099
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

• Large menu of foods
• Rochelle’s famous chicken

by the dinner or bucket
• Hand dipped ice cream

(16 flavors)

H
S

F
2

0
1

6

251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039

H
S
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SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

200 Steward Road

800.262.1680
www.johnsontractor.com

Dine In • Carry Out •  
• Home Delivery • Pizza • Pastas • 

• Sandwiches • Salads •  
• and Lots More!

ANDERSON
Plumbing & Heating, Inc.
Plumbing, Heating, Air Conditioning, 

Drinking water systems, Water Heaters, 
Softeners, Iron Filters & More.

One less thing to worry about

621 First Ave., Rochelle
815-562-8784

Like us on 
Facebook

Lic# 055-013999
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209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8792

www.meyersfurniture.com

815.562.7300 
Delivery & Curbside Pick Up

1071 N 7th St, Rochelle, IL

Enjoy a 15% Discount 
when Ordering Online at 

VincesPizzainRochelle.com

SSINCE 1INCE 1967967

Rochelle • 815-562-3430  
grubsteakers-restaurant.business.site

Monday 6AM - 3PM & Tuesday -Sunday 6AM - 9PM
Daily Specials | Breakfast All Day 

Fish Fry Fridays with All You Can Eat Cod & Walleye
Full Bar Serves All Day | Slot Machines

14698 IL 64 (Corner of 251 & 64)

HUB SPOTLIGHT
Harris signs with 

Kishwaukee College
BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Senior defender 
Kailey Harris has played varsity soccer 
at Rochelle Township High School for 
the last three years. Throughout her time 
with the program, Harris has looked up to 
her senior teammates, looking for ways to 
improve her skills and leadership abilities. 

Now a senior captain herself, Harris has 
stepped into a leadership role of her own, 
and she’ll aim to continue improving her 
skills as she continues her academics and 
her soccer career at Kishwaukee College. 
Harris will reunite with current and former 
Lady Hub teammates including seniors 
Abby Tarvestad and Mavi Avila as well 
as RTHS alums Lizbeth Milan and Lucy 
Monroy.

“Kishwaukee College was my school of 
choice as it’s close to home, offers a good 
education with courses that will transfer 
over to almost any four-year university in 
Illinois and provides me with the oppor-
tunity to continue playing soccer,” Harris 
said. “I’m looking forward to learning new 
techniques and strategies from playing on 
the Kishwaukee College women’s soccer 
team. I’m a driven and competitive player 
and I’m ready to share my talents with my 
new teammates.”

Harris has started for the Rochelle 
Lady Hub varsity soccer team since her 
sophomore season, spending time as both 
a defender and midfielder before becoming 
one of the team’s starting center backs dur-
ing her junior season, where she was named 
an Interstate 8 All-Conference Honorable 
Mention. Harris is one of multiple seniors 
returning from a varsity roster that posted 
a 10-10 overall match record and finished 
fourth in the Interstate 8 Conference last 
season. 

“Playing soccer at RTHS has helped me 
in several areas,” Harris said. “Our team has 
had girls with various skill levels in each 
year I’ve played and new players often look 
to the seniors for guidance on positioning 
and technique. In helping the other play-
ers, I was able to find flaws within my own 
techniques and correct my mistakes. I’ve 
played with a number of great teammates 
who’ve exhibited great leadership during 
my high school career and I’m looking 
forward to joining some of my past team-
mates at Kishwaukee College next year.”

In addition to her three years of varsity 
soccer at RTHS, Harris has served as vice 

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)
Senior Kailey Harris will continue her 
academics and her soccer career with 
Kishwaukee College next year.

president of the National Honor Society’s 
RTHS chapter as well as editor-in-chief 
of the school yearbook. Harris said she 
intends to earn her associate’s degree in 
computer science at Kishwaukee College 
before continuing her education at a four-
year university to earn a bachelor’s degree.

“I’ve noticed improvements in several 
areas since beginning my soccer career at 
RTHS,” Harris said. “I’ve gained a better 
view of positioning in addition to improved 
confidence and composure. Increased train-
ing has also resulted in improved technique 
and speed of execution. The competition 
at the next level is definitely more intense, 
which is why I plan to train year round and 
remain focused on improving my technique 
so I can be a positive asset to the team.”

 “I’m looking forward to learning new techniques 
and strategies from playing on the Kishwaukee 
College women’s soccer team. I’m a driven and 
competitive player and I’m ready to share my 
talents with my new teammates.”

Kailey Harris
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“Communication is a 
key factor for us,” Male 
said. “We had some mis-
communication during the 
second half and we had 
some injuries. We need to 
make sure we’re warmed 
up and ready to go for 
these colder matches. It 
was nice to see our girls 
finish strong and I thought 
our teamwork picked up 
over the final minutes. We 
made sure we were com-
municating and making 
our runs.”

While Mendota’s of-
fense applied the pressure, 
Rochelle saw several start-
ers including Lara as well 
as sophomore midfielders 
Emma Kennay, Betty 
Flores and freshman de-
fender Abbey Bozinovich 
sidelined with cramps and 
other injuries during the 
second half. Running on 
fumes as the game drew 
to a close, Rochelle re-
gained control during the 
70th minute, where senior 
defender Kailey Harris 
threaded the needle on a 
pass to Avila that put the 
team ahead 4-3.

The Lady Hubs iced 
the victory during the 77th 
minute, surging ahead 
5-3 after a corner kick by 
Martinez knifed through 
the Mendota defense and 
landed at the foot of 

Thorne, who blasted a 
short-range shot from deep 
inside the Trojan penalty 
area for the final goal of 
the evening.

Sterling
The Rochelle Lady Hub 

varsity soccer team won 
its second consecutive 
match to open the 2023 
season, defeating Sterling 
5-1 in nonconference ac-
tion. Sophomore Makayla 
Lara netted three goals and 
one assist for the Lady 
Hubs (2-0, 0-0 Interstate 
8), while junior Sydney 
Thorne and sophomore 
Betty Flores added goals 
in the win. Junior Danica 
Ward recorded four saves 
for the Lady Hubs.

Sterling and Rochelle 
traded goals over the early 
minutes of the nonconfer-
ence match, with Lara 
giving the Lady Hubs a 
1-0 advantage with a goal 
in the third minute before 
the Golden Warriors fired 
right back with an equal-
izer in the fourth minute. 
Rochelle regained control 
during the 19th minute, 
where Lara connected 
with Thorne for a goal to 
make the score 2-1.

The Lady Hubs took 
a 3-1 halftime lead after 
senior defender Kailey 
Harris assisted Lara’s 
second goal of the evening 
during the 35th minute. 

What Service
Do You Offer?

Advertise Here

Commercial & Residential Roofing

Residential 
Concrete

Driveways, Flatwork
and Foundations

•Shingled Roofs  •Flat Roofs 
•Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities 
•Custom Built Homes  •Additions

561-0099
www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE
ESTIMATES

Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Heating & Air Conditioning

 Lic.#058-087891

Serving Rochelle For Over 40 Years

Quality Service • Free Estimates
 Residential & Commercial

815-562-8784

Plumbing/Heating/CoolingGutters

COMMUNITY BOARD
Need to get the word out about a product Need to get the word out about a product 

or service you offer? or service you offer? 
Give us a call at 815-562-4171. Give us a call at 815-562-4171. 

We can reach over 9,000 homes!We can reach over 9,000 homes!

SPORTS

Sophomore Emma Kennay battles for possession of the ball during the Rochelle Lady Hub varsity soccer 
match against Mendota on Tuesday.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

SOCCER: Rochelle starts 2-0 with Thursday win against Sterling

RTHS Interact Club (PHOTOS BY MARCY DELILLE)

Rochelle Township High School holds annual Student vs. Faculty event Wednesday evening
The Rochelle Township High School Interact Club held its annual Student vs. Faculty event on Wednesday, with senior Hub and Lady Hub students taking on staff 

members for friendly basketball and volleyball competition. This year’s event raised money for the Rotary International Clean Water Project, which provides clean 
water filters for communities in need. One clean water filter can provide 60 to 70 kids with clean water for up to three years.

Rochelle sealed the victory 
with back-to-back goals 
over the 64th and 68th 

minutes to surge ahead 
of the Golden Warriors. 
The Lady Hubs outshot 

Sterling 23-8 and 13-5 in 
shots on goal. Rochelle 
finished with five corner 

kicks and forced five 
offside penalties on the 
Golden Warriors. 
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SPORTS

02202023

FISH  
FRIDAY
Every Friday night
Serving 5 - 8 p.m.

Fried cod, baked cod, bluegill 

or shrimp

$13.95 - $14.95
Includes: choice of potato (baked, 
french fries or onion rings), full fresh 
salad bar with homemade soup and 

complimentary dessert

Dine in, carry out or curbside delivery

VFW 
Post 8739

1310 W. Washington St.
Oregon, IL
815-732-6851

Served Fridays 4pm-8pm
Public welcome, dine in or carry out.

Every Friday 
Fish Fry
Cod, Catfish & 
Shrimp Dinners

02
20

20
23

CATCH OUR 
FISH FRY!
Your Choice of 

Cod  Perch
$13            $15   

OR

1469 N. IL Rt 2
Oregon IL 

815-732-6761 
Maxsons.net

Friday Night Fish Fry!

02202023

4-8 pm
Other seafood available/Full menu available

Win some money gaming!

Fish Fry Special!
Pollock (All you can eat) - $13

208 N. Walnut St.
Stillman Valley
815-645-9828 02

20
20

23

Friday
5pm-9:30pm

PUBLIC WELCOME, DINE IN OR CARRY OUt.   CHECK FACEBOOK FOR UPDATES

2022
VOTED

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OFLOCALLOCAL

GUIDEGUIDE

Fish Fry

From page 1

“We hit several balls 
hard during the sixth inning 
and that was nice to see.”

Rochelle finished with 
three hits in the loss. Lead-
ing 4-0, Boylan Catholic 
pulled away during the top 
of the sixth inning, scoring 
runs on a sacrifice fly and 
a balk before two more 
runners came home on a 
live-drive single into left 
field to make the score 8-0. 

Senior Bradley Cooney 
and junior Dylan Whaley 
combined to pitch the final 
three and one-third innings 
for the Hubs. Whaley 
pitched one and one-third 
scoreless innings to close 
the game for Rochelle.

Sterling
The Rochelle Hub varsi-

ty baseball team continued 
nonconference play against 
Sterling on Thursday, fall-
ing 6-1 at Gartner Park to 
open the season with two 
straight losses. 

Sterling took a 2-0 lead 
in the top of the first inning, 
with Bryce Hartman hitting 
an RBI single before Trevor 
Dir drew a bases-loaded 
walk. The Hubs earned one 
run back in the bottom of 
the second inning, where 
freshman Brode Metzger 
singled and scored after ju-
nior brother Brock Metzger 
reached on an outfield error. 
Senior Noah Lara doubled 
in the bottom of the first 
inning.

The Golden Warriors ex-
tended their lead in the top 
of the third inning, tallying 
three runs to surge ahead 
5-1. Mason Smithee scored 

on a passed ball before 
Drew Nettleton reached on 
a bunt single to bring home 
Hartman. A dropped third 
strike allowed Dir to cross 
home plate. Sterling sealed 
its win with one insurance 
run in the top of the sixth in-
ning, where Ayden Schoon 
singled before stealing two 
bases and eventually scor-
ing on a wild pitch by the 
Hubs.

Rochelle threatened in 
the bottom of the third in-
ning, with senior Alex Bur-
nette smacking a lead-off 
double and senior Colton 
O’Rorke adding a two-out 
single. The Hubs also had 
a chance to score in the 
bottom of the fourth in-
ning, where Burnette and 
senior Bradley Cooney hit 
back-to-back singles before 
senior Garrett Gensler drew 

a two-out walk. Sophomore 
Brandyn Metzger doubled 
in the bottom of the sixth 
inning, but consecutive 
groundouts left him on 
base.

The Hubs finished with 
seven hits in the loss. Ro-
chelle struggled with com-
mand on the mound, with 
four players combining for 
nine walks. Junior Dylan 
Whaley turned in a solid 
relief effort for the Hubs, 
throwing two innings while 
striking out one and holding 
Sterling scoreless.

Auburn
The Rochelle Hub var-

sity baseball team hosted 
Rockford Auburn for a non-
conference game Friday 
evening. See Wednesday’s 
News-Leader for results 
from the Auburn matchup.

Senior Noah Lara readies for a swing during the 
Rochelle Hub varsity baseball game against Boylan 
Catholic on Wednesday.

BASEBALL: Hubs continue nonconference play against Sterling 

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)
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Community Unity

2022-2023
9 Biggest Benefits
Of Shopping Rochelle First

Youth programs, 
schools and non-
profit groups 
look to our 
businesses first 
when fundraising. 

These community-minded 
businesses donate faithfully to 
local youth sports programs, 
community clubs, nonprofit 
groups and churches – just to 
name a few. Shouldn’t we look 
to those same businesses 
first when we need goods 
and services? Of course we 
should!

High rate of 
return. For every 
$100 spent in 
independently 
owned stores, 

$68 returns to the community 
through payroll, taxes and 
other expenditures. Online 
orders return absolutely 
nothing to Rochelle, IL.

Seeking health 
care in your 
hometown brings 
the comforts of 
receiving qualified 

care from people you know 
and trust. Whether it be a trip 
to the dentist, regular health 
care screenings, a visit to a 
specialist or an emergency, 
you need not travel. It’s all 
right here.

Banking with 
people who know 
you is a luxury 
found only in 
hometowns. 
You don’t have 

to show your ID every time 
you go in. You can get a 
loan from people who know 
you and understand your 
needs, whether it be money 
for your first car or to help 
your business grow. Local 
banks believe in the value of 
community members helping 
one another.

No one wants to 
have to make an 
insurance claim, 
but it’s painless 
when your agent 
is your neighbor. 

You don’t have to convince 
them that there was a hail 
storm, or that the wind nearly 
took your roof off. They know 
because they live here. Which 
do you want when you’ve 
had a bad day: A face-to-face 
meeting with your local agent, 
or a machine answering the 
phone at that big national 
insurer that advertises on TV?

Time is money. 
It’s simple math 
(especially when 
you figure in gas 
mileage.) Shopping 
locally can actually 

save you both time and 
money!

Customer service 
after the sale is 
invaluable. Local 
retailers not only 
take responsibility 
for the product 

they sold, they will often fix it 
or replace it – no questions 
asked. Appliances, furniture, 
computers and electronics 
sometimes have glitches. 
Would you rather box
yours up, send it to who 
knows where, and wait six to 
eight weeks, or just go back 
to thenice guy that helped you 
when you bought it?

Keeping it local 
encourages 
community 
growth. By 
choosing to do 
business locally, 

you help maintain Rochelle’s 
diversity, charm and appeal; 
which attracts new community 
members.

One word: Jobs. 
When you do 
business of any 
kind in Rochelle, 
it creates and 
maintains jobs for 

others in our area . A healthy 
employment rate is the 
cornerstone of all economies.
How can you help the 
economy recover? Start at 
home.

1

5

9

2

6

3

74

8
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MARKETPLACE

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby 
given that on March 
16, 2023, a certificate 
was filed in the Ogle 
County Clerk’s Office 
setting forth the names 
and post office address 
of all of the persons 
owning, conducting 
and transacting the 
business known as: Reyes 
Landscaping, PO Box 3, 
Rochelle, IL 61068.
Dated: March 16, 2023
Laura J. Cook, Ogle 
County Clerk
No. 0316 (Mar. 19, 26, 
April 2)

PUBLIC NOTICE
LYNVILLE TOWNSHIP
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that the Annual Town 
Meeting for Lynville 
Township in the County 
of Ogle, State of Illinois, 
will be held at 7:30 PM on 
Tuesday, April 11, 2023 
at the Lynville Township 
Building in Lindenwood, 
Illinois. The meeting 
agenda is listed as fol-
lows:
Call Meeting to Order by 
Town Clerk at 7:30PM
Election of Moderator
Oath of Moderator
Minutes read from 2022 
annual meeting
Reading of fiscal reports 
for each fund
Other old or new busi-
ness
Set time and date for 
2024 annual meeting
Adjournment.
Ali Harms
Town Clerk
No. 0322
(March 26, 2023)

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Flagg Center Cem-
etery Board will meet at 
5:30 pm on Wednesday, 
April 12th, at the Flagg 
Township building in 
Flagg Center to review 
bids for maintenance of 
the cemetery grounds.
No. 0324
(March 26, 2023)

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.”

113 113 
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119 119 
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.”

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

FURMAN’S Lawn Care 
and Tree Work. Mowing, 
bushes, spring clean up, 
weeding and much more. 
Call Jeremy Furman 815-

761-9619. Please leave 
a message will return 
call ASAP. Fully insured, 
in business since 1999. 
Servicing Rochelle and 
surrounding areas.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, unless 
licensed or holding a 
permit as a childcare 
facility, may cause 
to be published any 
advertisement soliciting 
a child care service. A 
childcare facility that is 
licensed or operating 
under a permit issued by 
the Illinois Department 
of Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any parent 
or guardian to verify the 
validity of the license of 
any facility before placing 
a child in its care.

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: Vintage 
Metal and Wood Signs, 
Milk Bottles & Local 
Advertising, Oak Icebox, 
Iron Door Stop and 
Antique Lighting… Call 
Dick Harms at 815-562-
2928 or email dickharms@
hotmail.com

ANTIQUES WANTED: I 
pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, I’m 
interested in looking! Call 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 815-562-
4171 (8AM-NOON ONLY) 
Rochelle News Leader.  

405 405 
  HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation or 
discrimination. We will 
not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of 
the law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

Classified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE • HILLCREST • CRESTON • STEWARD • KINGS • ASHTON

203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALEMISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

Part-time local  
delivery driver

The Rochelle News-Leader has an opening for a part-
time newspaper bundle delivery driver who would load 

and deliver bundles to the post office,  
store racks and machines.

The daytime deliveries would be two or three days 
per week (including weekends) and consist of 

approximately 4-5 hours per shift depending on the 
route usually 10-15 hours per week.

Applicants must be at least 18 years old, possess a 
valid driver’s license, proof of insurance and a safe 

driving record. Drivers will use company vehicles when 
delivering, and will be trained on the respective routes.

Candidates must be able to load, unload and carry 
multiple bundles of 5 to 10 pounds each. Driver 

applicants must be reliable, personable and have a 
general knowledge of area streets and roads.
This position is perfect for someone looking to 

supplement their income or retirement.
Interested individuals must fill out an application in 

person at the Rochelle News-Leader office  
at 211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle.  

No phone calls please. 03
26

20
23

Village of Hillcrest 
Seeking Full-Time  

Maintenance Employee

Responsibilities: Supports Daily 
Operations & Needs of the Village, 
Year Round Grounds Maintenance 
including Snow Removal, Assistance 
with Water Collection & Testing
Requires: Mechanical Proficiency & 
Must be Available Monday – Friday 
8AM to 5PM as well as 24 hours as 
an Emergency Contact
Benefits: Paid Time Off (PTO), 
Illinois Municipal Retirement Fund 
(IMRF) Membership & Insurance 
Stipend. Salary Commensurates 
with Experience 

Apply in Person M-F 8a-5p at  
Village Hall, 204 Hillcrest Avenue, 
Hillcrest or Online at hillcrestil.us

03192023

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-874-2257

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW, USED  
SCRATCH & DENT

• Refrigerators • Freezers 
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

11222020
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Yes, please start or renew my subscription!

Enclosed is my $_________ check payment for the option marked below

12-Month Subscription for $118.77

Name: ____________________ Phone: __________________

Address: ___________________________________________

Email: _____________________________________________
Offer Expires March 31, 2023

Mail form and check to PO Box 46, Rochelle, IL 61068 or drop off and pay at 211 Hwy 38 E., Rochelle
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