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BYRON — At the be-
ginning of the 2021-2022 
school year, Byron Middle 
School agriculture teacher 
Maggie Folk started a 
veterinary science unit for 
her eighth graders. 

As part of the unit, 
Folk brought in her two 
dogs, Brady and Woody, 
to help students learn how 
to restrain animals and 
take vital signs including 
heart and respiration 
rates. The dogs have not 
left BMS since and were 
approved by the school 
board and administration 
to stick around due to 
their positive impact on 
the school environment. 

“The dogs just be-
came part of the school 

OREGON – The Oregon School Board is expected to approve Ryan 
Huels as the new principal at Oregon Elementary School during its board 
meeting on March 20. Huels will become principal on July 1, 2023. 

“The district is looking forward to Huels transitioning into this 
new role. He works hard to build relationships with students and staff 
members,” Dr. Tom Mahoney, Superintendent of Oregon Community 
District 220, said. “Overwhelmingly, Ryan stood out as the best candi-
date for the open position, and I don’t think there is a better choice for 
Oregon Elementary.”

Huels began his journey with OCUSD as an elementary school 
teacher in 2012, where he served in that role for five years. He then 
transitioned to his current position as OES assistant principal in 2017.

“Thank you to Dr. Mahoney, the OCUSD Board of Education, Kelli 
Virgil and the entire OCUSD administrative team for their support,” 
Huels said. “It has been an honor to serve the community as an assistant 
principal, and I am eager to expand on my established positive relation-
ships with students, staff and the community to continue to improve 
academic outcomes for our students.”

The current OES Principal, Kelli Virgil, accepted a position as assistant 
superintendent in Streator Elementary School District #44.

POLO — Polo Community High School 
senior Rebekah Zeigler was recently named 
the school’s January Student of the Month. 
She received a scholarship from the Polo 
Schools Foundation for her efforts.

Zeigler is the daughter of Mark and Alissa 
Zeigler. She participates in volleyball, basket-
ball, track, student council, FCCLA, Spanish 
club and National Honor Society. After high 
school, she plans to attend a four-year uni-
versity to major in biology with the hope of 

pursuing a career in medicine.
Upon winning the award, Zeigler filled out 

a list of questions about her school experience.
If you could create any new class at your 

school, what would it be? 
-A career preparatory course that exposes 

students to various jobs so they have some 
sort of idea what they want to do after 
graduation.

See POLO page 2

THINK OUTSIDE THE BOX WITH AN ADJUSTABLE RATE MORTGAGE!

Talk through the benefits of 
an ARM with Leah, Dave or 

Vanessa today! 

NMLS# 440162

815.234.2561 | byronbank.com

Class goes to the dogs
‘It’s been almost two years now. But every morning, the kids are excited to see them’

community,” Folks said. 
“They’re out in the hall-
way in the mornings 
greeting everyone and 
the teachers come in and 
see them. It just creates 
this start for the day 
that’s really nice. And 

the students liked the 
vet science unit so much 
that I ended up offering 
it for seventh and sixth 
graders. The dogs spent 
all year in school. They 
just started joining us on 
a daily basis, despite not 

always being involved in 
the curriculum.”

BMS Principal Mike 
Sand gave his approval 
for the dogs to be in-
volved at the school and 
the handbook allows for 
animals to be present for 
educational purposes. In 
the past, Folk has also 
brought horses to the 
school for learning and 
students have brought 
their cattle and raised 
meat chickens as part of 
the ag program.

“That’s what ag is 
about,” Folk said. “We 
learn everything and 
then apply it in whatever 
topic we’re learning. It 
was kind of a natural 
progression that when 
we do a small animal 
unit, we should have 
live small animals. It 

just makes students’ 
experiences much more 
authentic.”

Folk believes the main 
benefit of having Brady 
and Woody in the school 
has been the social emo-
tional aspect for stu-
dents. She says they’ve 
changed the classroom 
culture in a positive way. 
Students come in with an 
“automatic smile” and 
greet the dogs each day. 

Students have ex-
pressed to Folk that 
they’ve had a greater 
desire to come to school 
because of Brady and 
Woody. Some students, 
and even teachers, have 
overcome their fear of 
dogs by getting to know 
the pair. 

See DOG page 2

Huels named Oregon Elementary School principal

“I am eager to expand on 
my established positive 
relationships.”

Ryan Huels

Zeigler named January Polo HS Student of the Month
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“There’s just a lot more 
to the social emotional 
side,” Folk said. “Kids 
open up and talk about 
their animals and I get a 
lot more insight into their 
home life and their per-
sonalities. Just teaching a 
class regularly, you don’t 
have those opportunities 
and connections.”

More BMS students 
are now looking forward 
to their ag classes, Folk 
said. Some BMS teachers 
will borrow the dogs for a 
class or come in on their 
lunch breaks to see them. 
Sometimes the school’s 
counselors will utilize them 
for a meeting with a student. 
Eighth graders will ask to 
walk the dogs during their 
study hall periods.

Folk has read studies 
about the positive effects 
of having dogs in schools 
and says she’s seen the pos-
itive impacts firsthand. She 
believes all schools should 
have something like it. 

“I’ll have kids that are 
having a rough day and 
come in and say, ‘I just 
need a dog break. Can I lay 
down with them?’” Folk 
said. “One kid said once 
that ‘Brady is a really good 
listener. I can tell him all my 
secrets.’ There’s something 
about a dog that a kid can 
open up to. I can sit there 
and talk while they’re pet-
ting the dogs and so much 
more comes out in conver-
sation because there’s just 
like this buffer.”

BMS sixth grader Dan-
iel Cornett said that having 
Brady and Woody in his 
classes made him feel “a 
lot more relaxed.” 

“If I was having trouble, 
I could just pet the dogs for 
a bit and come back fresh,” 

Cornett said. “It felt like it 
made agriculture a better 
experience for me. I never 
thought I’d be in a class that 
had dogs in it all day. I think 
it made me more comfort-
able in school to have them 
there. They’re definitely 
useful to help students be 
more comfortable, happier 
and more determined.”

Sixth grader Hallie 
Clark said the dogs made 
it easy for students to 
practice veterinary skills 
in class. Clark has anxiety, 
and petting them would 
help her when she would 
get anxiety attacks. 

Sixth grader Dylan 
Sproule said Brady and 
Woody would make him 
happy every time he walked 
into class. 

“And they really com-
forted me when I was 
having a bad day,” Sproule 
said. “When I was feeling 
sad, I would always go over 
to them and they’d make 
me happy.”

Byron sixth grader Jack-
son White said he didn’t 
really like dogs before 
having class with Brady 
and Woody. They helped 

him to be more comfortable 
around dogs and in school. 

Sixth grader Gwen 
Brandt called having the 
dogs in class “a real relief” 
and said it helped with the 
stress of school. 

“When you’re petting a 
dog, you don’t really think 
about anything else except 
petting that dog,” Brandt 
said. “That’s just taking 
your mind off everything 
that’s going on around you. 
That’s a really big stress 
reliever. It’s more fun in 
the classroom with a dog.”

Folk said the positive 
effects brought by Brady 
and Woody came at an 
opportune time after the 

COVID-19 pandemic im-
pacted schooling in recent 
years. Students were sep-
arated by remote learning 
and after that, by masks, 
plexiglass dividers and 
being unable to share equip-
ment and do group projects. 
Folk said those impacts 
required some recovery. 

“As soon as I brought 
the dogs in, it was like all 
of us had this common 
ground again,” Folk said. 
“I could barely get them 
to put their hands down 
because everybody wanted 
to share their pet stories. It 
was really like a healing 
connection because of 
that common compassion 
and love of our animals 
that helped to bridge that 
COVID-19 gap.”

While Folk’s class is 
moving on from the vet 
science curriculum, Brady 
and Woody will remain. 

“It’s been really ex-
traordinary,” Folk said. 
“I knew that everybody 
loves dogs. But I thought 
it would kind of wear off 
a little bit. It’s been al-
most two years now. But 
every morning, the kids 
are excited to see them. 
A teacher comes in or a 
group of students coming 
down the hall. They’re just 
greeted like they’ve never 
seen them before.”
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What does it take to be a successful high school 
student?

-Prioritization, goals, and good friends.
How would you describe your group of friends? 
-They’re hardworking, supportive, and the funniest 

people I know.
What do you do in your free time? 
-I like to hang out with my friends, play volleyball, 

go to Starbucks and see movies. 
What class do you find really engaging and why? 
-STEM courses are my favorite, as they all build 

on each other, so naturally my favorite class this year 
is Biology 105 with Mrs. Cole. I enjoy learning about 
applicable content, and Mrs. Cole makes both her lec-
tures and lessons really engaging. We’re about to start 
a genome modification lab I’m really excited about. 

What are your career and post-graduation plans? 
What school(s) or other instruction, travel or endeavors 
do you have planned? 

-This summer, I plan to spend time with family and 
friends, maintain a job and get ready for wherever I 
decide to spend the next four years. I know I’ll miss 
summer league sports, but I’m excited to have some 
more free time. As an occupation, I think I eventually 
want to pursue a career as a nurse anesthetist, but that’s 
tentative for now though I am thinking of a career in 
medicine. 

What are your two favorite extracurricular, volunteer 
or community activities you participate in?  

-Although the season’s over now, volleyball is one 
of my favorite extracurricular activities, as it’s my 
favorite sport. I’ve played on both school and club 
teams throughout the years since sixth grade and plan 
to join either a club or an intramural team in college. 
I’ve learned to be more cooperative, supportive and 
appreciative. My other favorite activity is probably 
student council, as we do a lot for both the school 
and community. I really enjoyed helping out with the 
Doggy Dash and our local nursing home essentials 
drive this year and have learned to be a better leader, 
friend and citizen.

Please share a moment, group event or activity at 
school that was meaningful or memorable. -Winning 
basketball regionals this year was really special, as 
Polo hasn’t done it since 2008. Basketball’s not even 
close to my favorite sport, but I had lots of fun and 
am super proud to have been part of the team. Shout 
out to secret weapon Sydnei Rahn. 

What is your hope for the future? 
-My hope for the future is to be happy, successful 

and surrounded by good friends. I also want to feel 
like I’m contributing to the community, as I feel super 
lucky to have grown up in such a welcoming environ-
ment. Go Marcos. 

DOG: Students looking forward to ag classes POLO: Student honored

Merlin’sMerlin’s && Hagemann Hagemann 
HorticultureHorticulture& The Other Side Boutique& The Other Side Boutique

300 Mix Street • Oregon, IL 61061 • 815-732-2969300 Mix Street • Oregon, IL 61061 • 815-732-2969
Check out our Facebook page for all the latest details.Check out our Facebook page for all the latest details.

SPRING OPEN SPRING OPEN 
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meyersfurniture.com
209 Powers Rd. Hwy. 251 | Rochelle

815-562-8792

Entertain with 
elegance...

Relax in Luxury...

Sleep in style...
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CRP SIGN UP IS GOING ON NOW 
UNTIL APRIL 7TH! 

CRP (Conservation Reserve Program) 
can help conserve natural resources on 
your land and create quality habitat for 
pheasants, deer, turkey and other wildlife 
while providing landowners with annual 
rental payments for enrolling acres in 
conservation practices.

03132023

Jared Trickey  
(Rockford) Serving: Ogle, Winnebago, Lee, Boone, and Stephenson counties  

(315) 816-2478 | jtrickey@pheasantsforever.org

To Learn More about if CRP is right for your property contact your local Pheasants 
Forever Biologist or local NRCS Office. 

Serving dinner Wednesday 5 - 8 p.m.
Friday and Saturday 5 - 8 p.m. 07

27
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Join us on Friday nights for 
fish, chicken and more
Saturday we serve up 

Chicken Ralphie 
a fan favorite 

The slots are hot and 
the beer is cold

Feb. 1 - Deanna Hill, Rochelle, $25
Feb. 2 - From the Heart, $25
Feb. 3 - HOPE of Ogle County, $25
Feb. 4 - Melanie Bonilla, Rochelle, 

$250
Feb. 5 - Jesse Johnson, Cambridge, 

Wis., $50
Feb. 6 - Adlai Schaefer, Rochelle, $25
Feb. 7 - Marie McNames, Byron, $25
Feb. 8 - Holly Kubale, Rochelle, $25
Feb. 9 - Jessica Johnson, Edgerton, 

Wis., $25
Feb. 10 - Joanne Storey, Rochelle, $25
Feb. 11 - Jessica Rogers, Rochelle, $25
Feb. 12 - Sandra Cummings, Rock-

ford, $50
Feb. 13 - Rochelle Chamber, $25
Feb. 14 - Kaya Fulgencio, Rochelle, 

$250
Feb. 15 - Nathaniel W. Brass, Ro-

chelle, $25
Feb. 16 - Jewel Challand, Rochelle, 

$25
Feb. 17 - RACF, $25
Feb. 18 - Hollie Peterson, Walnut, $25
Feb. 19 - Mary Goken, Rochelle, $50
Feb. 20 - Jeff Ramsey, Rochelle, $25
Feb. 21 - RACF, $25
Feb. 22 - From the Heart, $25
Feb. 23 - RACF, $25
Feb. 24 - Dorie Golt, Rochelle, $25
Feb. 25 - Larry Hageman, Rochelle, 

$25
Feb. 26 - From the Heart, $50
Feb. 27 - Olivia Ankney, Rochelle, 

$25
Feb. 28 - Zekelman Employee, Ro-

chelle, $25
Checks to winners will be mailed out 

at the end of each month.

At a recent Oregon 
Rotary meeting, 
checks were pre-
sented to Brion 
Brooks, executive di-
rector of the Village 
of Progress, and 
Lynn Knodle, exec-
utive director of Se-
renity House. Each 
received $10,000 
from the proceeds 
of the annual Angel 
Ball sponsored by the Oregon Rotary Club. The 
club also heard a presentation from Oregon Junior 
Senior High School Principal Heidi Deininger, who 
explained the function and her role in the Illi-
nois Principals Association. Deininger is the new 
regional president for 2023. She is pictured with 
Oregon Rotary Board representative Julie Mann. 
(Photos by George Howe)

Oregon Rotary presents donations,
hears presentation

February 2023 From The 
Heart Calendar Winners

KINGS — The annual 
spring clean-up of White 
Rock Cemetery will be 

during the last week of 
March. 

Any decorations or 

accessories you want to 
keep must be removed 
before this time. 

White Rock Cemetery clean-
up is last week of March

Boyle wins Oregon junior high spelling 
bee, Melges is alternate

The Oregon School District recently congratulated 
its junior high spelling bee winner, Kendall Boyle, 
and alternate, Olivia Melges. 
“All participants did a great job the last couple days 
of competition!” a district Facebook post said. 

BYRON — On Feb. 21, Victoria 
L. Wight, 29, of Byron was issued 
a citation for an unattended motor 
vehicle. Wight was arrested for 
endangering the life or health of 
a child. Wight was transported to 
Ogle County Jail and held in lieu 
of bond.  

On Feb. 23, Pierre L. Douglas, 
42, of Rockford was issued a 
citation for driving while license 
suspended. 

On Feb. 24, Kyle A. Ramos, 18, 
of Byron was issued a citation for 
speeding. 

On Feb. 25, Robert J. Murbach, 
41, of Rockford was issued citations 
for aggravated fleeing or attempting 
or elude a police officer, criminal 
damage/government support prop-
erty, disobeying stop sign, failure 
to reduce speed, failure to signal, 
improper lane usage, leaving the 
scene property damage accident, 
operating an uninsured motor ve-
hicle, reckless driving, resisting/
obstructing police Officer, unlawful 
use or damage to highways, appurte-
nances and structures and speeding. 
Murbach was transported Swedish 

American Hospital in the custody 
of Ogle County Sheriff’s deputies.

On Feb. 25, Andrew R. Wilt, 34, 
of Byron was issued a citation for 
speeding. 

On Feb. 25, Madison E. Moser, 
18, of Byron was issued a citation 
for speeding. 

On Feb. 25, Laurene D. Schnei-
der, 57, of Rockford was issued a 
citation for speeding.

On Feb. 26, Dylan R. Hensley 
was arrested on a warrant. Hensley 
was transported to Ogle County Jail 
and held in lieu of bond. 

On Feb. 26, Nicholas R. Nave, 45, 
of Mt. Morris was issued a citation 
for a driving under the influence of 
alcohol. Nave was transported to 
Ogle County Jail and held in lieu 
of bond. 

On Feb. 26, a juvenile aged 16 
of Byron was issued a citation for 
speeding.

On Feb. 26, Eboni L. Pabst, 49, 
of Beloit, Wisconsin was issued a 
citation for speeding. 

On Feb. 26, Matthew D. Vander-
kolk, 22, of Oregon was issued a 
citation for speeding. 

On March 2, Angelica Blackmon, 
34, of Andrew, Iowa was issued a 
citation for operating a motor vehicle 
while registration is suspended. 

On March 2, Jennifer l. Wicklein, 
49, of Byron was issued a citation 
for speeding. 

On March 5, Thomas F. Deb-
man, 61, of Byron was arrested for 
disorderly conduct. Debman was 
transported to Ogle County Jail and 
held in lieu of bond. 

On March 5, Rufus E. Dismuke, 
52, of Rockford was issued cita-
tions for operating a motor vehicle 
without valid insurance and driving 
while license suspended. 

On March 5, Taylor C. Maur-
chie-Banks, 25, of Winnebago was 
issued a citation for speeding. 

On March 6, Carsyn J. Lauer, 
18, of Monroe Center was issued a 
citation for speeding.

On March 6, Jake Momper, 26, 
of Willmington, Illinois was issued 
a citation for speeding. 

Any arrests listed below are 
merely accusations and the defen-
dant is presumed innocent unless 
proven guilty in a court of law.

BYRON POLICE DEPARTMENT

ROCHELLE – Pur-
suing a degree in nursing 
in Illinois? Now is the 
time to apply for up to $4 
million in nursing schol-
arships, a substantial in-
crease over last year due 
to the statewide nursing 
shortage.

Rochelle Community 
Hospital (RCH) Nurse 
Practitioner Stephanie 
Crawford is championing 
the Nursing Education 
Scholarship Program, a 
state program provid-
ing financial assistance 
to qualified individuals 
pursuing an associate, 
bachelor’s or graduate 
degree in nursing or those 
pursuing a certificate in 
practice nursing.

“Investing in the ed-
ucation and training of 
nurses is not only an in-
vestment in their future, 
but also in the health and 
wellbeing of our commu-
nities,” Crawford, who is 
also serving as president 
of the Illinois Society for 
Advanced Practice Nurs-
ing, said. “By nurturing 
and cultivating the talents 
of our future nurses, we 
can create a brighter, 
healthier future for all.”

Scholarships range 
from one year to five 
years and can go up to 

RCH nurse champions $4 Million in 
scholarships available to Illinois students

Increase of $2 million over last year to combat nursing shortage
$10,000. Over 200 recip-
ients received combined 
scholarships of $2 million 
last year and the success 
of the program pushed it 
to double in size to $4 
million in scholarships 
this year.

As the state’s pop-
ulation ages, the need 
for nurses increases, 
yet Illinois is facing a 
growing nursing short-

age and deficit of nearly 
15,000 registered nurses 
by 2025.

The $4 million nurs-
ing scholarship program 
is accepting applications 
from March 1, 2023 
– April 30, 2023. It’s 
managed through the 
Illinois Student As-
sistance Commission 
and can be found here: 
https://www.isac.org/

students/during-college/
types-of-financial-aid/
scholarships/nursing-ed-
ucation-scholarship-pro-
gram.html#HowToAp-
ply

If you already have 
a nursing degree or are 
looking to pursue a new 
opportunity in nurs-
ing, visit https://www.
rochellehospital.com/
careers/.
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Any arrests listed in this paper are 
merely charges and the defendants 
are presumed innocent unless 
proven guilty in a court of law.
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exception.
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any time.
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LEAF RIVER — Melvin Duane 
Gobin “MEL” (88) of Leaf River passed 
away in his home March 10, 2023, after a 
brief terminal medical situation. 
He is now pain free and healthy 
again with the Lord. 

Born June 28, 1934 in Craw-
ford County, WI. farming area, 
the youngest Son of James 
William, and Lily “Agnus” 
(Willows) Gobin. Graduating 
from Blue River High School 
in 1953 in Bell Center, WI. He 
was recruited by the Rockford 
Machine & Tool industry in 1954 and 
became a Machinist Apprentice, work-
ing the trade for 47 years to become a 
Master Machinist on the Ingersoll “Big 
Mill.”

A Diehard “PACKER FAN”, born 
& raised. He loved football and lived 
season to season hoping for one more 
PACKER super bowl. He also loved to 
play and coach softball in his younger 
years and never missed his children’s 
games in all sports. 

Mel purchased and moved to his ”Cir-
cle G” Ranch on Egan Road in 1966 and 
prided himself in his garden, rhubarb, 
and tomatoes. Raising pigs and cattle for 
family and friends to enjoy and for greater 
than 20 years taking Mel’s Pig Cooker 
to birthday parties, family reunions, and 
special events. 

He was instrumental in the success 
and growth of Rockford 392 Fraternal 
Order of Eagles; a member for 43 years 

where he was president from 
1993-2006.

Survived by his sister Kath-
erine (Frank) Steiner of Blue 
River, WI.; two sons, Thomas 
(Barbara) Gobin of Sullivan, 
MO. and Surprise, AZ, and 
Terry (Sandy) Gobin of By-
ron, IL.; seven grandchildren; 
fifteen great-grandchildren; 
one great-great-granddaughter, 

numerous special friends, Egan Rd. 
neighbors, and countless Fraternal Order 
of Eagles Brothers and Sisters. 

Predeceased by his parents; four broth-
ers; wife Shelva Ann; daughter Tracey 
LeMae Gobin; four nephews and a niece.

Funeral services will be held at 2:00 
p.m. Saturday, March 25, 2023 at Fred 
C. Olson Chapel, 1001 Second Ave, 
Rockford. Visitation will be from 12:00-
2:00 p.m. prior to the service. Burial to 
follow at Twelve Mile Grove Cemetery 
and a Celebration of Life at Rockford 
392 Fraternal Order of Eagles, 3829 
11th St. Rockford, IL.

Memorials may be made in lieu of 
flowers to UNITY HOSPICE of Ro-
chelle, IL. for their loving care at his 
home. To share a memory or to send a 
condolence, visit olsonfh.com

OREGON — Dorothy Janssen, 95, 
passed away peacefully on Sunday, 
March 12 in Dixon Healthcare 
Center. Dorothy was formerly 
of Oregon for 93 years. She 
was born on June 8, 1927 in 
Startford, Illinois, the daugh-
ter of Henery & Ida (Withers) 
Rosenbalm. Dorothy graduated 
from Oregon High School class 
of 1945. Dorothy married Walter 
Janssen in Oregon and he pre-
ceded her in death on January 23, 2010.

Dorothy is survived by her children: 

Gary (Joan) Janssen, Dixon, and Judy 
(Mike) Musgrave, Sterling; grandchildren: 

Veronica (Don) Lovett, Dixon, 
and Michael (Kortney) Janssen, 
Sterling; 10 great grandchildren; 
and two great great grandchildren.

Dorothy is preceded in death 
by her parents; husband: Walter; 
son: Larry Janssen; grandson: Da-
vid Janssen; and brother: George 
Rosenbalm.

Cremation rites have been ac-
corded with Finch Funeral Home, 405 E. 
Hitt, Mt. Morris.

OREGON — Marvin Arthur Kunde 
of Oregon passed away peacefully with 
his family by his side in Rockford on Jan. 
26. He was born in Dixon on June 24, 
1939 to Arthur Walter Ferdinand 
Kunde and Leota Helen (Howe) 
Kunde. Marvin graduated from 
Dixon High School in 1957. 

Marvin served in the US 
Air Force for eleven years as a 
EOD technician and served in 
Vietnam. Being in the military 
was something Marvin was very 
proud of. On special holidays 
he would fly all his flags on his 
fence, while people driving by would 
admire his garage door where he painted 
the famous POW MIA symbol.

After leaving the Air Force Marvin 
came back to the Dixon area. His Dixon 
friends remember him as a DJ at WIXN 
which was one of the jobs he loved most.

Marvin spent most of his adult life 
living in Oregon. In Oregon Marvin ran 
many businesses, including the Stan-
dard Oil Station as well as the Oregon 
Aire Restaurant. His most recent job 
which he retired from was head chef 
at White Pines State Park Restaurant 
where he was famous for his raspberry 
pies. Employees have fond memories of 
his funny personality and willingness to 
teach others hard work and dedication, 
often times calling him a father figure.

In retirement Marvin enjoyed playing 
bass guitar in the band, Lyle Grobe and 
the Rhythm Ramblers, where he had 
many dear friends. He spent many hours 
working on his artwork or just sitting in 
his music room cranking up the music. 
He loved collecting antiques and restor-
ing old clocks and lamps. But mostly he 
just loved spending time with family and 
his best buddy, his cat Junior aka “JR”.

Marvin made a friend everywhere he 

went. No one was a stranger. He loved 
to joke, and had a funny sarcastic kind 
of personality. He was quick witted and 
was loved by most anyone who met him.

He leaves behind so many 
friends and family that will miss 
him dearly, especially seeing 
him out on his bike, wearing his 
florescent sweatpants.

Survivors include his chil-
dren; Kerrie (Mike) Bowers, 
Mike (Dawn) Kunde, Wayne 
(Tonya)  Kunde, Shari (Will) 
Stump. Grandchildren; Amanda 
(Nikolas) Manthei, Brandon 

(Alyse) Bolhous, Craig (Iris) Bowers, 
Erica (Jeremy) Chamness, Shawn 
(Kendahl) Kunde, Lyndsey (Kyle )
Jacob, Jenna (Nick) Takacs, Jacob 
(Kelsey) Kunde, Tarah (Jake) Ziegler. 
Great grandchildren; Alivia, Gwenda-
lyn, Abram, Mattis, Halle, Brayden, 
Brooklyn, Libby, Kolby, Lucille, 
Josephine, Jaxon, Kirah, Selah and 
Baby Ziegler who will be arriving June 
of 2023. Great great grandchildren; 
Owen, Bentley and Asher. Siblings; 
“Butch” LaVern (Judy) Kunde, Marcia 
Vaskie and Doris Pierce. Many cousins, 
nieces and nephews. Former son in law 
Dave Bolhous. Close friends; Carolyn 
Hackbarth and Jerry Frana. And “JR” 
the cat.

Marvin was preceded by his parents, 
brother in law Mike Vaskie, grandson 
Scott Bowers and his special furry friend 
“Turd Bird” the dog.

The family will have a Celebration of 
Life with Military Honors at the Oregon 
VFW on March 25 at 11 a.m.

In lieu of flowers memorials and 
condolences can be sent to Shari Stump 
at 407 Clay St., Oregon, IL 61061. The 
family will decide at later date where to 
dedicate the memorial to.

Melvin Duane Gobin

Dorothy Janssen

Marvin Arthur Kunde

OREGON — On March 13, a vehi-
cle was reported to have broken into the 
UPS drop boxes in Byron and Oregon. 
The Oregon Police Department stopped 
a vehicle that matched this description 
in the 100 block of South 3rd Street. 

The Ogle County Sheriff’s Office and 
the Byron Police Department responded 
to assist with the stop. The driver, Egan 
Maginas, 30, Rock Island, was taken into 
custody and charged with possession of 
methamphetamine. Maginas was also 
issued citations for no valid registration, 
no driver’s license and no insurance. 

The passenger, Kevin Franklin 
Torrey, 47, of Plano, Texas was taken 
into custody for the charges of theft 
under $500 and possession of burglary 
tools. Both Maginas and Torrey were 
transported to the Ogle County Jail. 
Other jurisdictions may have charges 
pending. 

If you have packages that have not 
been accounted for, please contact the 
Oregon Police Department at 815-
732-2162.

The individuals are presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty in a court of law.

Men arrested after 
report of UPS theft

MT. MORRIS — The 
Mt. Morris Economic 
Development Corp is 
hosting a Candidates 
Night on March 23 at 7 
p.m. at Pinecrest Grove, 
located at 500 Evergreen 
Lane. All candidates run-
ning for the Oregon Com-
munity School District 

220 Board and candidates 
running for the Village of 
Mt. Morris trustee posi-
tions have been invited to 
participate.  

This is an opportunity 
for the public to meet 
their potential school 
board and village can-
didates.  We encourage 

the public to attend, feel 
free to ask questions.  If 
residents are unable to 
attend, they may submit 
questions to Paula Diehl, 
economic development 
at econdirector@mtmor-
risil.net, and we will be 
happy to submit them on 
your behalf.  

Candidates night is 
March 23 in Mt. Morris

Cadie named OJSHS February Senior of Distinction

Oregon Junior Senior High School recently named Ashley Cadie its February 
Senior of Distinction. “Although I have not had the pleasure of having Ash-
ley in an actual class, I feel like there are so many other factors I know about 
Ashley that show she is completely deserving of this recognition. I have known 
Ashley since she was little, and can only say that I have more admiration for her 
every year watching her grow. Ashley is an amazing student, always so kind 
and so supportive of all her friends. She is one of the most self-driven students 
I have ever met, constantly advocating for herself when it comes to both her 
school and work. Most of all it is Ashley’s kind heart that is filled with so much 
compassion for career choice that I am certain she will succeed in the medical 
field,” Mrs. Mowry, OJSHS registrar/student council advisor, said.

GALESBURG — High-achieving 
students were named to the Knox 
College dean’s list for the 2022 fall 
term including Jed Bothe of Oregon 
and Luke Mathieu of Byron. 

To be named to the dean’s list, a 
student must have earned at least 
2.5 credits in the term, with a grade 
point average of 3.6 or better (on a 
4.0 scale).

Local students named to Knox 
College fall 2022 dean’s list
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FISH  
FRIDAY
Every Friday night
Serving 5 - 8 p.m.

Fried cod, baked cod, bluegill 

or shrimp

$13.95 - $14.95
Includes: choice of potato (baked, 
french fries or onion rings), full fresh 
salad bar with homemade soup and 

complimentary dessert

Dine in, carry out or curbside delivery

VFW 
Post 8739

1310 W. Washington St.
Oregon, IL
815-732-6851

Served Fridays 4pm-8pm
Public welcome, dine in or carry out.

Every Friday 
Fish Fry
Cod, Catfish & 
Shrimp Dinners

02
20

20
23

CATCH OUR 
FISH FRY!
Your Choice of 

Cod  Perch
$13            $15   

OR

1469 N. IL Rt 2
Oregon IL 

815-732-6761 
Maxsons.net

Friday Night Fish Fry!

02202023

4-8 pm
Other seafood available/Full menu available

Win some money gaming!

Fish Fry Special!
Pollock (All you can eat) - $13

208 N. Walnut St.
Stillman Valley
815-645-9828 02

20
20

23

Friday
5pm-9:30pm

PUBLIC WELCOME, DINE IN OR CARRY OUt.   CHECK FACEBOOK FOR UPDATES

2022
VOTED

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OFLOCALLOCAL

GUIDEGUIDE

Fish Fry

Feb. 28
At 2:58 p.m., Oregon Police issued Amy M. Benton, 

39, Oregon, a citation for operating an uninsured motor 
vehicle. This violation occurred at the intersection of 5th 
and Jefferson Streets.

At 6:23 p.m., Oregon Police issued Richard E. Whitney, 
49, Byron, a citation for improper use of a registration. This 
violation occurred in the 500 block of West Washington 
Street.

March 2
At 6:31 p.m., Oregon Police arrested Joseph M. Coster, 

36, Oregon, on an outstanding Ogle County warrant for 
violation of orders of protection. Coster was transported 
to the Ogle County Jail.

March 3
At 12:40 a.m., Oregon Police arrested Joshua R. Shank, 

37, Polo, for possession of drug paraphernalia, and pos-
session of a controlled substance. Shank was also issued a 
citation for failure to signal. A passenger in Shank’s vehicle, 
Alyssa M. Trotter, 30, Polo, was arrested for possession of 
drug paraphernalia and charged with two counts of pos-
session of a controlled substance. Both Shank and Trotter 
were transported to the Ogle County Jail.

At 9:55 a.m., Oregon Police arrested Juan M. Cervantes, 
23, Oregon, for driving while license suspended, improper 
cannabis container as a driver and possession of controlled 
substance. Cervantes was also issued citations for operation 

of a motor vehicle with no insurance and operation of a 
vehicle with a suspended registration. Cervantes was trans-
ported to the Ogle County Jail. These violations occurred 
in the 200 block of West Washington Street.

At 12:36 p.m., Oregon Police issued a civil citation to 
a 13-year-old male juvenile of Oregon for possession of 
cannabis not more than 10 grams. This violation occurred 
at Oregon High School, 210 S. 10th Street.

March 4
At 8:48 p.m., Oregon Police issued Michael T. Bower, 

21, Dixon, a citation for operating a vehicle with an expired 
registration. This violation occurred in the 100 block of 
South 2nd Street.

Five parking citations and 23 verbal warnings were issued 
during the week of Feb. 27 through March 5.

March 7
At 5:20 a.m., Oregon Police issued Sarah N. Ames, 42, 

Rockford, a citation for speeding 51 miles per hour in a 
30-miles per hour zone. This violation occurred in the 600 
block of North 4th Street.

At 7:39 p.m., Oregon Police issued Zoe L. Jones, 
23, Oregon, a citation for operating an uninsured motor 
vehicle. This violation occurred in the 900 block of West 
Washington Street.

March 8
At 10:13 a.m., Oregon Police responded to a disturbance 

in the 300 block of South 2nd Street resulting in taking 

one 16-year-old juvenile, Oregon, into limited custody 
for the offense of domestic battery. The juvenile was then 
released into their parent’s custody with a referral to the 
state’s attorney being indicated.

March 9
At 11 a.m., Oregon Police issued one 16-year-old male 

juvenile of Mt. Morris a civil citation for possession of 
cannabis not more than 10 grams. This violation occurred 
at Oregon High School, 210 S. 10th Street.

March 11
At 12:41 a.m., Oregon Police arrested Katrina A. Miller, 

37, Mt. Morris, for driving while license revoked. Miller 
was also issued a citation for failure to signal. Miller was 
transported to the Ogle County Jail. These violations oc-
curred at the intersection of West Washington Street and 
Oregon Trail Road.

At 11:16 p.m., Oregon Police arrested Anthony J. Berg, 
II, 37, Oregon, for driving under the influence of alcohol 
and resisting/obstructing a peace officer. Berg II was 
also issued citations for no turn signal first and second, 
disobeying a stop sign and operating an uninsured motor 
vehicle. Berg II was transported to the Ogle County Jail. 
These violations occurred in the 400 block of South 4th 
Street, at the intersections of 9th and Madison Streets and 
Madison and 10th Streets.

37 parking citations and 13 verbal warnings issued 
during the week of March 6-12.

OREGON POLICE DEPARTMENT
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1751 Melugins Grove Rd Steward, IL 60553

dachsies to 
Boarding And Grooming

Trust with a Groomer is 
important - our Groomer has 
over 10 years experience & 

expertise.

PP

ROCHELLE
VETERINARY HOSPITAL

A Full-Service Clinic

www.rochellevet.com
Lobby Hours:
Mon-Fri 8-5
Sat 8-noon

(815) 562-5207
1381 N. 7th St., Rochelle

• Experienced Groomer
• Boarding and Daycare
• Surgical Laser
• X-ray

• Gas Anesthetic
• On-site Laboratory
• Geriatric Care
• Dentistry

Compassionate, quality care  
for your companion.
Dr. Nicole Marquardt  
Dr. Lynn Deets

Space Available
Advertise With Us
 Call Andrew

815-561-2123

Bailey ____
Hello! I’m Bailey. I’m looking for a home with people 
to love and plush toys to play with! I am housetrained and have 
been to obedience classes before. In my previous home I lived 
with another dog, but I’m not the best at sharing so I’ll need my 
humans to help with that. I haven’t lived with kids or cats before, but I 
absolutely loved the adult humans in my home! I hope you’ll come to 
Tails and ask to meet me so we can get to know each other. Maybe I 
could even go home with you!

B
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H
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Y

:

PET OF 
THE WEEK

Did you 
Know?

Nine percent of 
dog owners will 
have a birthday 

party for their pet.

815.758.2457
www.tailshumanesociety.orgwww.tailshumanesociety.org

Call:
Andrew Heiserman 815-561-2123

Christel Ackland 815-561-2153
or

Chris Grimm 815-561-2125

to advertise on the Pet of 
the Week Page!

Bar and Kitchen Open at 4PM
Carry out and kitchen are open:  

Monday 4pm-7pm, Wednesday 4pm-8pm & Friday 4pm-8pm

Fish, chicken and shrimp  
carry out on Fridays! 
BINGO Wednesday 5:30pm

Karaoke 3rd Friday 7:00-11:00pm
Watch for Live Entertainment!

SLOTS ARE WAITING!

VFW Post #8739
1310 W. Washington St., Oregon, IL

815-732-6851

08
22

20
22

Game machines open Monday,  
Wednesday and Friday 4-Close

Stillman Bank donates casual day funds to Cause for Paws
 
Stillman Bank recently hosted an employee Casual Day where employees were encouraged to make a mon-
etary donation in exchange for casual dress. All the money raised went directly to support Cause For Paws 
Rescue, an organization chosen by our Oregon office! Pictured here Stillman Bank Senior Vice President Pat 
Donahue (right) and Stillman Bank Teller Dawn H. (left) presenting Diane Elliott (second from left) and Lillian 
Santchi (second from right) from Cause for Paws our donation check totaling $482.

Stillman Bank donates casual day funds to HOPE of Ogle County

Stillman Bank recently hosted an employee Casual Day where employees were encouraged to make a mone-
tary donation in exchange for casual dress. All the money raised went directly to support HOPE of Ogle Coun-
ty, an organization chosen by our Rochelle office! Pictured here Stillman Bank Retail Office Manager Ryan 
Spradlin (second from right) and Stillman Bank Tellers Colleen R. (left) and Paige D. (right) presenting HOPE of 
Ogle County Executive Director Ruth Carter (second from left) our donation check totaling almost $300.

BYRON — The Byron Women’s Club Empower-
ment Scholarship is awarded to a woman residing in 
the Byron School District who would like to continue 
their education in college/community college, a GED 
program or a vocational/professional training program.

Please pick up an application at the Byron High 
School Guidance Office. You may contact Emma Ew-
ing at 815-494-7098 or emmaewing816@gmail.com

Completed application forms may be turned to the 
Guidance Counselor’s office at Byron High School or 
sent to Ewing by April 21, 2023.   

LEAF RIVER  — 
The Leaf River United 
Methodist Church is 
hosting a Community 
Blood Drive on Monday, 
April 3. Staff from the 
Rock River Valley Blood 
Center will draw blood 
between noon and 5 p.m. 

Why do people give 
blood? Because they 
like to help others and 
because giving feels 
amazing. In busy, com-
plicated times, giving 
blood is an easy, mean-
ingful way to make a 
difference. In fact, this 
simple task give can 
enhance the lives of up 
to three people. Giving 
blood only takes about 
one relaxing hour, and 
we — and your body — 
do all of the work. Re-
member,  blood is a 

gift — straight from the 
heart. Your heart. Please 
share it today!

If you are at least 
17 years old (16 years 
old with parental con-
sent), weigh at least 110 
pounds and are in general 
good health, you should 
be eligible to donate 
blood.  

Join us in sharing the 
Gift of Life. For more 
information or to sched-
ule an appointment, 
you can find the Leaf 
River United Method-
ist Church on Face-
book or contact Cheryl 
at cheryl+newcomer@
yahoo.com, or the Rock 
River Valley Blood Cen-
ter at 815/965-8751, toll 
free at 877-RRVBC-99 
or on the web at www.
rrvbc.org. 

Byron Women’s 
Club Empowerment 
Scholarship available

Leaf River UMC 
hosting blood 
drive April 3

BYRON — Al-Anon is a 12-step support group 
for families of those struggling with alcoholism 
or other addictions.  A new group called Sunday 
Night Serenity Al-Anon Family Group has started 
meeting on Sundays at 6 p.m. at All Saints Lutheran 
Church in Byron.

For more info:  https://al-anon.org/al-anon-meet-
ings/find-an-al-anon-meeting/

Al-Anon family 
group starting in 
Byron
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Brought to you by these sponsors:

C
C

20
17

208 N Walnut St  
Stillman Valley, IL 61084 

815-645-9828

Friday
5pm-9pm

Serving the Community for 31 years!
Locally owned and operated

Full Menu Served:
Wed, Fri, Sat | 5pm - 9pm

09262016

120 W. South St., Franklin Grove, IL

815-456-2334

712 N Division St. 
Polo, IL

815-946-2886
Thursday - Saturday 5PM to 1AM

10102016

(815) 288-4648
Fax: (815) 288-1599

heartland1254@gmail.com

Matthew 
Hermes
Managing Broker

www.heartlandrealtyonline.com

Rochelle • New Milford • Creston • Byron
815-562-3838

www.holcomb.bank

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle

Loans For All Your Needs
* Auto * Home Improvement * Vacations

Give Us A Call - 815   561   4035!

Jami Hackman, Mgr. Nikki Lynch

A little bit 
of everything 

for 
EVERYONE!

4449 W. IL Route 64
Mount Morris, IL 61054 (815) 734-0995

08282017

Wed.-Sat. 10-5

By The Tracks
12554 E. Rte 64, Kings, IL

ADVERTISE YOUR 
BUSINESS HERE

LEAF RIVER — The Leaf River Lions are planning 
a fun night called “Love My Music” on Saturday, April 
1. The evening will be like the old television program 
called “Name That Tune” and will have local teams 
competing. As of this time the United Methodist Church, 
Leaf River Firemen and the Leaf River Lions have sub-
mitted teams however there are a couple more working 
on a team. Each team will have five players with only 
three playing at one time. At each intermission and new 
participant will replace one of the players on their team.

Songs played will range from children’s songs, 
Christmas songs, movie themes, rock n’ roll, country 
western and gospel songs. The first player to recognize 
the song will have to sound their device and then name 
the song. If they are incorrect or none of the five teams 
can identify the song, the audience will have the oppor-
tunity to name the song and win the money.  Everyone 
is eligible! Some songs may also ask for the name of 
the person singing for bonus money.

The event will be in three 20-minute sessions with a 
short intermission between them.  The first session will 
be pretty easy songs to identify with each session getting 
progressively more difficult.  Prize money will be award-
ed to the team that correctly identifies the song being 
played first.  Each round will increase in prize money.

General admission will be $10 regardless of age so 
if you enjoy having fun and listening to music you will 
enjoy the evening. There will be light refreshments 
available also. Come and support your favorite team 
and cheer them on to win big money! The main thing 
for the evening is to get out and have fun, laughter and 
listen to music. Who doesn’t like music?

LOCAL NEWS
LR Lions to host ‘Love 
my music’ April 1

OREGON — Lifeline 
Food & Self-Help Project is 
located at Conover Square 
(the old piano factory) at 
201 N. 3rd St. Suite 3 in 
Oregon 815-732-7891. 

Lifeline has new hours 
as of March 5 that are: 
Tuesday 1:30-4 p.m. (food 
and clothing), Thursday 
1-4:30 p.m. (clothing 
only), Friday 1:30-4:30 
p.m. (food and clothing) 
and Saturday 10:30 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m. (clothing only). 

Thanks the community 
for helping us with food 
and donations, and your 
time. We appreciate it very 
much. 

Lifeline Food & Self-
Help Project is in need of 
Jell-O, Hamburger Helper, 
juice, soup, canned fruit 
and spaghetti sauce. Thank 
you for all of your help and 
donations. If your group 
would like to come to see 
what Lifeline does, call 
Sharon at 815-564-8234.

Lifeline Food & Self-Help 
Project has new hours

OREGON — On March 7 at 7:56 
p.m. deputies conducted a traffic 
stop at Rolling Meadows Road and 
Illinois Route 251, Davis Junction. 
After a brief investigation, deputies 
arrested Matthew Lovejoy II, 32, 
of Rockford, for no valid driver’s 
license. Lovejoy was released on a 
$2,500 individual bond with a future 
court date. Lovejoy was also issued a 
citation for operating a vehicle with 
suspended registration.

On March 7 at 6:53 p.m. deputies 
were dispatched to Lowden State 
Park (1444 N. River Road, Oregon) 
for a report of a suspicious vehicle. 
Deputies located the vehicle, and as 
a result, arrested Adam M. Kuehl, 
31, of Machesney Park for driving 
under the influence of alcohol. Kuehl 
was additionally issued citations for 
expired registration and operating 
an uninsured motor vehicle. Kuehl 
was transported to the Ogle County 
Jail and held in lieu of bond. A driv-
ing complaint involving this same 
vehicle was reported at 4:45 p.m. 
in the area of East Illinois Route 
72 and North Kishwaukee Road. 
Deputies were assisted at Lowden 
State Park by the Oregon Police 
Department, and additional charges 
may be pending.

On March 7 at 9:53 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop in the 15,000 
block of East Twombly Road, Ro-
chelle. After a brief investigation, 
Tiffany Bolen, 37, of Rochelle was 
arrested for driving without a valid 
license. Bolen was also issued a 
citation for obstructed registration. 
Bolen was released on a $2,500 indi-
vidual bond with a future court date.

On March 8 at approximately 
9:46 p.m. deputies initiated a traffic 
stop at the intersection of East Illi-
nois Route 64 and Interstate 39 for 
illegal window tint. Upon further 
investigation, deputies arrested 
Jaydin Vautsmeier, 23, of Freeport 
for driving while his license was 
suspended. Vautsmeier was released 
on an individual bond with a future 
court date given. 

On March 8 at approximately 

11:22 p.m. deputies conducted a 
traffic stop on East Illinois Route 
38 at Hartman Road. After a brief 
investigation, deputies arrested 
Jaden L. Joseph, 19, of Franklin 
Grove, for unlawful possession of 
cannabis 30-100 grams and unlawful 
possession of cannabis-improper 
container/driver. Joseph was taken 
into custody without incident and 
transported to the Ogle County Jail, 
where he was held in lieu of bond. 
Joseph was additionally cited for 
speeding. 

On March 9 at approximately 
2:50 p.m. deputies responded to 
a rollover accident with an injury 
in the 5,000 block of South Ridge 
Road. Upon arrival deputies learned 
a black Chevrolet pickup truck driv-
en by Courtney Rogers, 24, of Mt. 
Morris was traveling northbound 
in the 5,000 block of South Ridge 
Road. The Chevrolet pickup then 
lost control on the snow-covered 
road before traveling off of the west 
side of the roadway and overturning 
once before coming to rest upside 
down. Rogers was transported to 
KSB Hospital by Oregon EMS for 
non-life threatening injuries.

On March 10 at approximately 
9:44 p.m. deputies conducted a 
traffic stop in the 7,000 block of 
East Illinois Route 72. After an 
investigation, Trace H. Woolbright, 
24, of Davis Junction, was placed 
under arrest for driving under the 
influence of alcohol. Woolbright was 
also cited for speeding. Woolbright 
was transported to the Ogle County 
Jail and held in lieu of bond.

On March 10 at 11:41 p.m. dep-
uties conducted a traffic stop in the 
1,000 block of North Illinois Route 
2 for a traffic violation. After an 
investigation, Chantel Miller, 38, 
of Oregon was arrested for driving 
under the influence of alcohol. 
Miller was also issued a citation 
for improper lane usage. Miller was 
transported to the Ogle County Jail 
and held in lieu of bond.

On March 12 at 3:08 a.m. dep-
uties along with Lynn-Scott-Rock 

and Stillman Valley Fire and EMS 
responded to a single-vehicle ATV 
accident with injuries near the in-
tersection of West Chicago Avenue 
and North Maple Avenue in Davis 
Junction. After an investigation, it 
was determined a red Honda ATV 
driven by Michael Ricci III, 46, of 
Stillman Valley was traveling west-
bound on Chicago Avenue, just east 
of Maple Avenue, when the ATV 
entered into the north ditch. The 
ATV overturned several times in 
the ditch. Ricci was transported to 
Mercy Riverside Hospital by Lynn-
Scott-Rock ambulance for serious 
injuries. The crash remains under 
investigation.

During the crash investigation, it 
was determined Ryan Brantley, 31, 
of Stillman Valley was traveling in 
front of Ricci on Chicago Avenue 
in a black Polaris UTV. After an 
investigation, Brantley was arrested 
for driving under the influence of 
alcohol. Brantley was also issued 
a citation for operating an off-road 
vehicle on the roadway. Brantley 
was transported to the Ogle County 
Jail and held in lieu of bond.

On March 13 at approximately 
6:13 p.m. deputies conducted a 
traffic stop on West Illinois Route 
72 at West Pond Road. After a brief 
investigation, deputies arrested 
Trina S. Goodwin, 44, of Dakota 
for driving while her license was 
suspended. Goodwin was taken 
into custody without incident and 
released on a $2,500.00 individual 
bond. Goodwin was additionally 
cited for failure to obey a stop sign.    

On March 13 at approximately 
5:51 p.m. deputies conducted a 
traffic stop on Interstate 39 near mile 
marker 108. After an investigation, 
deputies arrested Galina Pettis, 34, 
of Freeport, for driving while her 
license was revoked and an active 
Stephenson County warrant. Pettis 
was transported to the Ogle County 
Jail, where she was held in lieu of 
bond.

All individuals are considered 
innocent until proven guilty. 

OGLE COUNTY SHERIFF

Oregon Depot Museum to host 
Camp Grant program March 25

OREGON — The March 25, the Oregon Depot Museum program 
will be the history of Camp Grant, the Rockford military training base 
for World War I and World War II. The program will be presented by 
the Rockford Midway Village Museum staff.

Camp Grant was developed in 1917, there were 10s of thousands 
troops trained there during WWI and over 300,000 troops during WWII.

There were approximately 1,500 buildings on the site. The camp was 
covering about 5,000 acres most of what is now the Rockford Interna-

tional Airport.
The February Depot program featured the history of Ulysses S. Grant 

the General of the Union Army. Camp Grant was named after General 
Grant, the 18th president of the United States.

The program will begin at 10 a.m. at the Oregon Depot Museum on 
March 25. This program is one you will not want to miss as it offers 
a glimpse of local history that  only a few persons living today can 
remember.

For additional details about this or any other Depot information call 
Otto Dick at 815-440-0639, Roger Cain 815-757-9715 or Chris Martin 
at 815-742-8471.
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TIME

My favorite cap and what it represents

I wear an old battered blue cap. 
It may not look like much. But I consider it 

one of my most prized possessions. 
Eighteen years ago, my father was diagnosed with 
stage III cancer of the esophagus. His prognosis was 
bleak. 
Doctors told him he had a five percent 
chance of surviving one year – with treat-
ment. It was devastating news for our entire 
family.

Oddly enough, the person least ruffled by 
the prognosis was my father. He responded 
in his typical manner: work hard and try to 
find an answer. 
My dad was born during the Great Depres-
sion to a family of modest circumstances. 
His parents were tenant farmers with not 
enough land for a son to return. 
After being drafted into the Army, he wrote a letter 
home to his fiancé, Roberta, announcing he was 
going to become a veterinarian.

It left the family stunned.
College had never been considered an option. His 

father told him he wouldn’t last a week at a universi-
ty, because college people were “different.” 
Instead, he persevered. He not only was admitted to 
veterinary school two years earlier than most, but 
graduated near the top of his class.

But his first love was farming. For much of my 
life, Dad held down two full-time jobs. One was 
raising corn, soybeans and hogs. And the other was 
working as a veterinarian. 
Most folks around town didn’t know him as “Don.” 
They simply called him “Doc.” 
I have no memories of playing catch with my father, 
flying a kite or even watching a football game on TV. 
That just wasn’t who he was. 
If you wanted to spend time with him, you worked 
with him. When I was no older than six, I found 
myself often holding a flashlight while he delivered 

calves. When I was 10, he was teaching me to plow. 
(My furrows didn’t always touch, but it was a good 
time with Dad.) 
Work was important to him and so was family. That 
being the case, he saw no reason not to combine the 
two. 

So, when my father faced this challenging can-
cer prognosis, he pored over medical research 
papers, interviewed doctors, traveled to the 
Mayo Clinic and told his physician what treat-
ment regimen he wanted based on his research.

Knowing that he would lose all of his hair, 
I wanted to give him a cap. He had plenty 
of seed corn caps but that didn’t seem quite 
right to wear to his treatments. A baseball cap 
seemed like the right style, but he didn’t root 
for any teams. 

Finally, I called the University of Illinois’ College of 
Veterinary Medicine and asked if they had a cap with 
the vet school logo on it. They did and I gave it to 
my Dad. 
It became a permanent part of his wardrobe. He wore 
it to his treatments to remind the doctors and nurses 
that he knew a thing or two about medicine too. 
And after he finished the entire chemotherapy regi-
men, numerous radiation treatments and a difficult 
surgery, he went home wearing that cap.

In fact, he wore it off and on another 13 years. The 
cancer never returned. When Dad died in 2015, one 
of the first things I searched for was his cap. 
Now I wear it. It reminds me of the values of per-
severance, hope and hard work. Most folks don’t 
recognize the veterinary logo on the cap, but occa-
sionally someone does. 
I a while back, I was walking out of a Springfield 
café and a passerby glanced at my cap and said, 
“Hey, Doc.” 
I just smiled. I considered it the highest compliment.

Scott Reeder, staff writer for Illinois Times, can be 
reached at sreeder@illinoistimes.com. 

Scott Reeder

I’M teaching a class on 
statesmanship at Southern 
Illinois University this 

spring and one of my recurring 
themes is that statesmanship can 
take place not only on national 
and international stages but also 
in city councils, schools boards 
and state legislatures.

Statesmanship, at its essence, 
is the determination of leaders 
to look to the long term 
and a disposition to 
take difficult and politi-
cally-unpopular actions 
to advance the public 
good.

Illinois’ state budget 
cries out for statesman-
ship.

It’s important to note 
that there has been sub-
stantial fiscal progress in Illinois 
over the past several years. In 
late February, S&P Global, a top 
global rating agency, raised Illi-
nois’ long-term credit rating to 
A- from BBB.* This represented 
the seventh upgrade the state has 
received from a rating agency in 
less than two years. S&P Global 
cited the state’s “accelerating 
repayment of its liabilities, 
rebuilding its budget stabiliza-
tion fund to decade highs, and 
a slowing of statutory pension 
funding growth.”

This is positive and most bud-
get experts agree that Illinois’ 
fiscal future is better than it has 
been in some time. However, 
this is a low bar.

The state still faces formida-
ble budgetary challenges. If the 
economy weakens significantly, 
today’s surpluses will be quick-
ly transformed into deficits. 
The state’s long-term pension 

challenges remain enormous, 
and Illinoisans continue to want 
more state services than they are 
willing to pay for.

In my discussions with 
members of the Illinois General 
Assembly, I often hear that there 
is more bipartisan cooperation 
in Springfield than the public as-
sumes but that this cooperation 
largely occurs on narrow issues. 

On budget policy, there 
is a familiar and dispiriting 
pattern. The majority party 
examines revenue estimates, 
tallies up spending requests, 
and assembles a budget that 
satisfies as many in its party 
as possible while remaining 
in balance, at least on paper. 
The minority party typical-
ly sees the budget not as 

opportunity to present an alter-
native vision but as an opening 
to criticize the majority. 

It would be inspiring and im-
portant if a small group of Dem-
ocratic and Republican lawmak-
ers formed a bipartisan Future 
of Illinois caucus that worked 
thoughtfully and diligently on 
a long-term budget plan. This 
group would carefully examine 
the medium- and longer-term 
budget outlook and probe rev-
enue projections and spending 
programs. It would not just “cut 
and paste” ideas from past bud-
get cycles but contemplate major 
reforms of taxes and spending. 
It would honestly frame alterna-
tives for Illinois voters. 

This Future of Illinois project 
could accomplish two significant 
things: generate substantive and 
creative fiscal proposals and 
establish a habit of bipartisan 
cooperation on large issues.  

The group might begin its 
deliberations by reviewing a re-
cently issued report by the Civic 
Federation that persuasively 
argues that a successful fiscal 
plan for Illinois should eliminate 
structural budget deficits for the 
foreseeable future, reform pen-
sion funding, and set a goal of 
Illinois achieving an AA credit 
rating in five years.

How would the public react 
to this budget caucus? Would 
members get a hearing? Would 
they get a primary opponent 
for the impertinence of work-
ing with members of the other 
party?

I don’t know. However, I can 
make this modest pledge. They 
will be invited to the Paul Simon 
Public Policy Institute for a pub-
lic event and offered a platform 
to present their ideas and explain 
the state’s fiscal predicament.

Paul Simon understood 
that sound and future-oriented 
budget policy was the founda-
tion of successful governance. 
“Anything worthwhile requires 
sacrifice. The worst course is 
drifting,” he once wrote. Poli-
cymakers, he said, should “be 
builders of the future, not simply 
custodians of what we inherited 
from the past.”

Editor’s Note: This op-ed was 
distributed by Capitol News Illi-
nois on behalf of the Paul Simon 
Public Policy Institute. The opin-
ions expressed in this article are 
the author’s own. John. T. Shaw 
is the director of the Paul Simon 
Public Policy Institute at South-
ern Illinois Carbondale. Shaw’s 
monthly column explores how 
Illinois can work toward better 
politics and smarter government.

A bipartisan project worthy 
of the Land of Lincoln

John Shaw

LIFE letters' policy
Concise letters are most likely to be chosen for publication, but the use of any material is 

at the discretion of management. All letters must be signed or they will not be considered for 
publication.

During election times, no letters written by the candidates endorsing themselves will be 
considered for publication.

Editing may be necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas will 
not be altered. Writers are urged to use discretion and refrain from sarcasm or personal at-
tacks. 

Criticism of individuals or organizations that is not broached tactfully will jeopardize the 
publication of a letter. Letters will be published in the order that they are received, unless 
there is a time factor involved, space permitting.

* On March 27, 1909, fingerprint evidence was 
used to solve a murder case for the first time. The 
world’s first official Fingerprint Bureau had already 
been created in Scotland Yard in 1901, while the 
first Fingerprint Bureau debuted in Calcutta, India, 
in 1897.

* On March 29, 1943, Americans who had al-
ready been subjected to the rationing of gasoline 
were given books allowing them to purchase only 
set amounts of meat, cheese, butter and cooking 
oils per month as well.

* On March 31, 1943, Rodgers and Hammer-
stein’s first musical, “Oklahoma!” (originally titled 
“Away We Go”), debuted on Broadway. Based on 
the 1931 play “Green Grow the Lilacs” by Lynn 
Riggs, the beloved theatrical staple about a young 
farmgirl named Laurey and her two suitors con-
tinues to be produced across the country.

* On April 2, 1992, mob boss John Gotti, aka 
the “Teflon Don,” was finally convicted in New 
York of racketeering, murder, obstruction of justice, 
hijacking, illegal gambling, extortion, tax evasion 
and loan sharking, thanks largely to the testimony 
of a former high-ranking Mafia member. Gotti 
received a life sentence without the possibility of 
parole, and died in prison in 2002. 

* On April 1, 1999, David Smith was arrested 
and charged with originating the “Melissa” email 
virus, which infected more than a million comput-
ers worldwide and caused more than $80 million 
in damage. 

* On March 28, 2000, racial tensions showed no 
signs of abating in the African country of Zimbabwe 
as President Robert Mugabe pushed forward with 
his plan to remove Zimbabwean farms from white 
ownership. The latest death occurred when a white 
farmer was shot by squatters occupying his land.

* On March 30, 2011, Peru welcomed the return 
of hundreds of Inca artifacts with a lavish ceremony 
after they’d been out of the country for nearly a 
century. The items were taken from the ancient 
site of Machu Picchu and held at Yale University, 
prompting the Peruvian government to launch an 
extended campaign against the school, insisting 
the artifacts had only been on loan.

* On March 30, 1867, U.S. Secretary of State 
William Seward signs a treaty with Russia to buy 
Alaska for $7 million. Despite the bargain price 
of roughly 2 cents an acre, the Alaskan purchase 
was ridiculed as “Seward’s Folly” and “Seward’s 
icebox.”

* On March 31, 1889, the Eiffel Tower is ded-
icated in Paris in a ceremony presided over by 
Gustave Eiffel, its designer, and French Prime 
Minister Pierre Tirard. At 984 feet, the Eiffel Tower 
remained the world’s tallest man-made structure 
until the completion of the Chrysler Building in 
New York in 1930.

* On April 2, 1902, the first American theater 
devoted solely to movies opens in Los Angeles. 
Housed in a circus tent, the venue was dubbed 
“The Electric Theater.” A ticket cost 10 cents for 
a one-hour show.

* On April 4, 1913, Chicago bluesman Muddy 
Waters is born in Clarksdale, Mississippi. Born 
McKinley Morganfield, he wrote “Rollin’ Stone,” 
“Hoochie Coochie Man” and “Got My Mojo Work-
ing,” songs that would later inspire Bob Dylan.

* On April 5, 1931, Fox Film Corp. drops John 
Wayne from its stable of actors after he failed to 
impress the studio in a series of bit parts. In 1939, 
Wayne had his breakthrough in “Stagecoach,” and 
30 years later he would win an Oscar for “True 
Grit.”

* On April 3, 1955, the American Civil Liberties 
Union announces it will defend Allen Ginsberg’s 
racy book “Howl” against obscenity charges after 
520 copies of the book were seized entering the 
U.S. from England. American publisher Lawrence 
Ferlinghetti was later arrested and tried for pro-
moting obscene material, but was found not guilty.

(c) 2023 King Features Synd., Inc. 
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MJHS names December Student Leaders of the Month
Meridian Junior High School would like to congratulate the December Stu-
dent Leaders of the Month. These students were first nominated and voted 
on by their classmates for the December trait – kindness and also Leader In 
Me Habit #4 – think win-win. Congrats to the following: Josephine Rosko 
(sixth grade), Abigail Bogner (seventh grade), Quinn O’Connor (eighth grade), 
Brooke Gutierrez (eighth grade) and Mason Revera (sixth grade). Missing 
from the photo is Jacob Way (seventh grade).  

MJHS names January Student Leaders of the Month
Meridian Junior High School would like to congratulate the January Student 
Leaders of the Month. These students were first nominated and voted on by 
their classmates for the January trait – Respectful and also Leader In Me Habit 
#5 – Seek First to Understand, then to be Understood. Congrats to the follow-
ing (from left to right): Garrett Schwartz (sixth grade),  Brooklyn Buhler (sev-
enth grade), Hudson Pollock (eighth grade) Samantha Denton (eighth grade), 
Dex Shook (seventh grade) and Ashlyn Farris (sixth grade). 

SPRINGFIELD — 
Ogle County has been 
issued a final property 
assessment equalization 
factor of 1.0000, ac-
cording to David Harris, 
director of the Illinois 
Department of Revenue.

The property assess-
ment equalization factor, 
often called the “multi-
plier”, is the method used 
to achieve uniform prop-
erty assessments among 
counties, as required by 
law. This equalization is 
particularly important be-
cause some of the state’s 
6,600 local taxing dis-
tricts overlap into two or 
more counties (e.g. school 
districts, junior college 
districts, fire protection 
districts). If there were no 
equalization among coun-
ties, substantial inequities 
among taxpayers with 
comparable properties 
would result.

Under a law passed in 
1975, property in Illinois 
should be assessed at 
one-third of its market 
value. Farm property 
is assessed differently, 
with farm homesites and 
dwellings subject to reg-
ular assessing and equal-

ization procedures, but 
with farmland assessed at 
one-third of its agriculture 
economic value. Farmland 
is not subject to the state 
equalization factor.

Assessments in Ogle 
County are at 33.29 per-
cent of market value, 
based on sales of prop-
erties in 2019, 2020 and 
2021.

The equalization factor 
currently being assigned 
is for 2022 taxes, pay-
able in 2023. Last year’s 
equalization factor for the 
county was 1.0000.

The final assessment 
equalization factor was 
issued after a public hear-
ing on the tentative factor. 
The tentative factor issued 
in November 2022 was 
1.0000.

The equalization factor 
is determined annually for 
each county by comparing 
the price of individual 
properties sold over the 
past three years to the 
assessed value placed 
on those properties by 
the county supervisor 
of assessments/county 
assessor.

If this three-year aver-
age level of assessment 

is one-third of the market 
value, the equalization 
factor will be one (1). If 
the average level of as-
sessment is greater than 
one-third of market value, 
the equalization factor 
will be less than one (1). 
And if the average level 
of assessment is less than 
one-third of market value, 
the equalization factor will 
be greater than one.

A change in the equal-
ization factor does not 
mean total property tax 
bills will increase or de-
crease. Tax bills are de-
termined by local taxing 
bodies when they request 
money each year to pro-
vide services to local 
citizens. If the amount 
requested by local taxing 
districts is not greater than 
the amount received in the 
previous year, then total 
property taxes will not in-
crease even if assessments 
increase.

The assessed value of 
an individual property 
determines what portion 
of the tax burden a specific 
taxpayer will assume. That 
individual’s portion of 
tax responsibility is not 
changed by the multiplier.

2022 Ogle County final 
multiplier announced

dickersonnieman.comhomeshomes Ogle County’s Real Estate Market Leader! 

BYRON
220 W. 3rd St.

OREGON
113 S. 4th St.

(815)234-5133 (815)732-3365

MAYDELL LESSEN
DESIGNATED MANAGING BROKER

(815) 622-4619

BRAD AUKER
(815) 978-0018

DOROTHY BOWERS
(815) 985-3264

SHARON BOWERS
(815) 757-7462

LYRAH AUSTIN-BUSHNELL
(815) 218-0059

TIFFANY CRAVATTA
(815) 988-4388

RANDY CRIDDLE
(815) 871-4004

TERRY CRIDDLE
(815) 871-2006

DANA DAUB
(815) 440-2835

KAYLA HESLOP
(815) 222-9771

SEAN HOSSEINI 
(815) 200-8490

MIKE LONG
(815) 761-4741

CHRIS SNYDER
(815) 494-7857

3134 N. River Road, Oregon

$299,900 dickersonnieman.com/202301074
GREAT PRIVATE GETAWAY HOME! 2 bed, 1 bath ranch nestled in 
the woods on 27.06 acres! Beautiful limestone accent walls, vaulted 
wood ceilings, and tons of natural light. Wood burning stove. Above 
ground pool. 24x60 steel outbuilding with cement floor. Long lane to 
get to driveway provides for lots of privacy. MUST SEE!

SHARON BOWERS
(815) 757-7462

109 N. Seminary Street, Mount Morris

$255,000 dickersonnieman.com/202202982
OWN A PIECE OF HISTORY! Stunning Victorian! Completely restored 
and remodeled Meticulous attention to detail. All bathrooms and 
kitchens are updated. 7-8 bedrooms, 4 bath, 4 car garage. Beautifully 
refinished wood floors and wood trim. Ornamental plaster work, pocket 
doors, many newer replacement windows. Complete new roof in 2016 on 
house & garage. Finished basement. Bonus rooms 3rd floor. 

DANA DAUB & MAYDELL LESSEN
(815) 440-2835 & (815) 622-4619

NEW PRICE!

NEW LISTING!

208 W. Center Street, Mount Morris

$135,000 dickersonnieman.com/202300818
HERE IT IS! Nicely updated 3 bedroom home, located in the heart 
of Ogle County! This home features updates throughout, wood 
floors, brand new carpet in family room, updated kitchen and bath, 
abundant closet space. Furnace in 2022, Water Heater in 2018, 
Electric Panel 2020, Roof (complete tear off) in 2016, Windows 
replaced in 2013. Nice oversized 2 Car Heated garage!

DANA DAUB & MAYDELL LESSEN
(815) 440-2835 & (815) 622-4619
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Polo Lions judge pinewood 
derby, make donation
On Saturday, Feb. 25, Polo Lions Club 
members Cynthia Reynolds and Jeff 
Short had the privilege of judging 
the cars of Boy Scouts Troop #337 
of Polo. This was held at the Faith 
United Methodist Church in Polo. 
The scouts did an awesome job with 
the designs and racing of their cars. 
Lions member Cynthia Reynolds is 
in between Erica Spenger and Sarah 
Rowland. Cynthia is handing Sarah a 
donation on behalf of the Polo Lions 
Club.

OREGON — In the fall of 2021, 
complaints and allegations about the 
workplace environment at Oregon 
Park District were raised. The Park 
Board took these complaints seri-
ously. The Board moved to conduct 
a workplace climate investigation 
and found there was a need for 
management coaching and training, 
which has since been successfully 
completed. In addition, the Board 
instituted certain policy changes 
designed to ensure that all employee 
concerns about the workplace could 
be raised and addressed. The Board 
has also continued to closely monitor 
the workplace environment. 

Most recently, the Board engaged 
legal counsel to have one-on-one 
conversations with all full-time staff 
concerning the workplace climate 
and culture. We encouraged candor 
and employees spoke openly with our 
investigator. The overwhelming ma-
jority of staff shared that significant 
improvement has occurred since the 
fall of 2021, and they are satisfied 
with the workplace environment. The 
Board thanks the staff for their will-
ing participation in our assessments. 
Staff ’s candor and management’s 
willingness to embrace change have 
brought about a genuine improve-
ment in the workplace climate and 
employee morale. We are grateful for 
everyone’s commitment to making 
the Park District a great place to 
work. We are confident that moving 
forward workplace challenges will 

be addressed promptly and profes-
sionally and when necessary, with 
Board assistance.

The Board  has  a lways  been 
committed to maintaining a safe, 
respectful, rewarding, and enjoyable 
workplace. The Board will remain 
active and involved in ensuring that 
the workplace is exemplary. 

It should be noted that over the last 
year the Park District has continued to 
operate at the highest level. A complete 
list of accomplishments of Oregon 
Park District Staff is located at

https://oregonpark.org/achieve-
ments/

The Board is very proud of the Park 
District’s staff for these considerable 
achievements over the past year and 
a half. They occurred because the 
Park District’s management and staff 
remained fully engaged and commit-
ted to the Park District’s mission-de-
livering the highest quality park and 
recreational services and facilities to 
our residents, while at the same time 
honestly and constructively doing the 
real work of improving the quality 
and collegiality of the Park District’s 
workplace environment.

Our investigator has concluded 
that no further investigation is re-
quired at this time. But the Board of 
Park Commissioners will continue 
to partner with our exemplary staff 
to provide the very best in park and 
recreational services and facilities to 
the residents and users of the Oregon 
Park District.

HAM GIVEAWAY
WIN A $20 GIFT CERTIFICATE TOWARDS YOUR EASTER HAM!

By simply dropping off your entry at these participating businesses. One winner per business.*  
Deadline for entry is Wednesday, March 29, 2023 at Noon.

Winners will appear in the April 3, 2023 Life. Winners’ certificates will be mailed before Easter!

NAME:  _________________________
ADDRESS:  _____________________
________________________________
TOWN: _________________________

PHONE:  ________________________

*LIMIT 1 COUPON PER PERSON, PER LOCATION

NAME:  _________________________
ADDRESS:  _____________________
________________________________
TOWN: _________________________

PHONE:  ________________________

*LIMIT 1 COUPON PER PERSON, PER LOCATION

NAME:  _________________________
ADDRESS:  _____________________
________________________________
TOWN: _________________________

PHONE:  ________________________

*LIMIT 1 COUPON PER PERSON, PER LOCATION

NAME:  _________________________
ADDRESS:  _____________________
________________________________
TOWN: _________________________

PHONE:  ________________________

*LIMIT 1 COUPON PER PERSON, PER LOCATION

NAME:  _________________________
ADDRESS:  _____________________
________________________________
TOWN: _________________________

PHONE:  ________________________

*LIMIT 1 COUPON PER PERSON, PER LOCATION

NAME:  _________________________
ADDRESS:  _____________________
________________________________
TOWN: _________________________

PHONE:  ________________________

*LIMIT 1 COUPON PER PERSON, PER LOCATION

NAME:  _________________________
ADDRESS:  _____________________
________________________________
TOWN: _________________________

PHONE:  ________________________

*LIMIT 1 COUPON PER PERSON, PER LOCATION

Byron • Davis Junction • Poplar Grove

104 E Main St, 
Forreston, IL
815-938-2240

Member FDIC

Byron County 
Market

Rt. 2 Byron, IL • 234-2311
204 N. 4th St. Oregon

Your Independently owned community bank since 1882

1445 IL Rt. 2 North
Oregon, IL

608 W. Blackhawk Dr.
Byron, IL

101 E. Main St.
Stillman Valley, IL

VFW 
Post #8739
1310 W. Washington St.

Oregon, IL
815-732-6851

Oregon Park District 
Board releases statement 
on workplace environment

‘The overwhelming majority of staff shared that 
significant improvement has occurred’
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BY GEORGE HOWE
CORRESPONDENT

POLO — For Polo girls basketball’s Lindee Pop-
er and Head Coach Jason Grobe, it’s been a lifelong 
journey of friendship, development and love for the 
game of basketball.

It started when Poper went to a summer camp back 
in the third grade that Grobe and longtime coach and 
father had put on. 

“I’ve lived  in Polo all of my life and it’s been fun 
to see Lindee and the rest of the girls’ growth and ma-
turity,” Grobe, who finished his first season as varsity 
head coach after several years as a JV assistant, said. 

“I don’t think that I would have achieved the suc-
cess that I’ve had on and off the court without Coach 
Grobe,” Poper said. 

That relationship went a long way this season 
helping the varsity girls team to their first Regional 

Poper reflects on storied Polo girls hoops career
Bond with coach helps senior to reach 1,000 points, team to win first regional since ‘08

Championship since 2008 over longtime rival Amboy 
on their home court. 

“That by far will be my most favorite memory now 
and always,” Poper said.  

Along the way, Poper achieved a personal mile-
stone, scoring 1,000 career points , joining only four 
other players in school history. Poper’s mother also 
played high school basketball and steered her to the 
hardcourt.

“My mom has always loved the game, we both 
play the center post position, and she has also helped 
and encouraged me,” Poper said. 

Both of Poper’s parents are tall at six foot and 
above. Lindee knew that it was possible that she 
would grow at some point.  

“One morning back in seventh grade, I woke up to 
find that I had had a serious growth spurt and found 
myself six feet tall,” she said with a laugh. “I’m 6’2 
and a half now but back then I definitely had to work 
into my new-found height. I was kind of wonky at 
first but, as I matured I became more coordinated.” 

Poper continued her development throughout high 
school, culminating with a very successful senior 
season. She led the Lady Marcos to a 19-11 overall 
record, 13-4 from Christmas on once she and the 
rest of the team got healthy. In the opening game 
of the season against Morrison, Poper sustained a 
high-ankle sprain that kept her out of action for two 
weeks, which didn’t sit well with one of the captains 
of the team. 

“It was really tough mentally to sit out knowing 
that we had a very good group of players and it was 
my last year,” Poper said. “I stayed strong and was 
determined to come back even better.“ That she did, 
leading the squad to five of six wins where she scored 
in double figures in all of them. Poper even posted 
a triple double in a 53-41 win over Genoa-Kingston 
back on Jan. 12, finishing with 17 points, 11 rebounds 
and 11 blocked shots. Grobe appreciated the fact 
that Poper didn’t say much about her milestone and 
concentrated on the team’s success. 

See POPER page 3

Jenn Goley
630-732-6858

Carla Benesh
815-985-6235

Mark True
815-631-1699

Lori Peterson
815-973-2180

JD Gieson
815-677-1873

Stephanie Wendt
815-985-2055

Merri Cruz
815-988-7947

Rebecca Hazzard
Designated Managing Broker/Owner

815-509-8432

Carrie Rowland
815-677-8656

Erin Spence
815-262-5555

Boone Lockard
815-970-3506

Ashley Patterson
815-291-6308

Jenny Kirchner
815-440-2145

Josie Kuss
815-994-1079

Taylor Miller
815-751-8943

Casey Cline
217-840-8855

Jamie Pendergrass
815-243-4310

Becky Adams
815-509-5837

Kierra Moore 
815-238-3902

RockValleyProperties.com
Each office is independently owned & operated.

NEW PRICES!

507 Devonshire St., Dixon $189,900 Call Mark
 Located on Dixon’s desirable NE side, this beautiful ranch home has undergone a Spectacular Upgrade! You 

will find 2 bedrooms on the main floor, 1 bedroom on the lower level and 2 full bathrooms. Kitchen has new 

gorgeous Quartz countertops, island, all matching new GE Stainless appliances that will stay, new cabinets, 

backsplash and flooring! Dining room is open to the bright & airy kitchen, has adorable barn door walk-in pantry 

& sliders to the attached deck. New lighting, flooring and fresh paint on all of the 1st floor! New carpeting in the 

two main level bedrooms. Master bathroom has All New Everything! and features a large linen/towel closet. 

Lower level has nicely finished, carpeted rec room area, bedroom, laundry area and great storage areas. 2 

car garage and chain link fenced yard for the kids & pets! Home sale offers a Universal Home Warranty. This 

could be the One!

606 E Washington St., Oregon, IL

815-732-9100

410 S. 7th St., Oregon $265,000 Call 
Rebecca

HISTORIC BEAUTY! Here is your chance to own home built in 1870 on a 

large corner lot bursting with old world charm and modern convenience. 

Gleaming hardwood floors run throughout this home including front and 

rear parlors along with a built in bookcase and original woodwork. Eat in 

kitchen was tastefully updated with maple cabinets, quartz counter and 

stainless steel appliance featuring Subzero fridge/freezer and DeLong 

commercial range. Sunroom on the main floor boasts a new gas fireplace 

making this this an incredibly cozy room no matter what season it is. Main 

floor has over 2,000 square feet of finished space including a stunning front 

entry with vintage wall paper, formal dining room, main floor laundry room 

and 2 parlor rooms. Many of these rooms are divided with original pocket 

doors. Spacious upstairs has two staircases and offers 4 bedrooms and 3 

full bathrooms, 2 of which are en suite. The lower level is partially finished 

offering a family room, full bathroom and bonus rooms. Outside you will love 

spending the warmer months on your charming covered porch or by your in 

ground pool with hot tub! Homes like this do not come on the market every 

day, call for your showing!

Here are five reasons working with a professional can 
ensure you’ll get the most out of your sale.

 1. They’re Experts on Market Trends
With today’s housing market defined by change, it’s critical 

to work with someone who knows the latest information and 
how it impacts your goals. An expert real estate advisor 
knows about national trends and your local area too. More 
importantly, they’ll give insight to what all of this means for 
you, so they’ll be able to help you make a decision based on 
trustworthy, data-bound information.

 2. A Local Professional Knows How 
To Set the Right Price for Your Home

Home price appreciation has moderated this year. If you sell 
your house on your own, you may be more likely to overshoot 
your asking price because you’re not as aware of where prices 
are today. Pricing your house too high can deter buyers or 
cause your house to sit on the market for longer.

 Real estate professionals look at a variety of factors, like the 
condition of your home and any upgrades you’ve made, with 
an unbiased eye. They compare your house to recently sold 
homes in your area to find the best price for today’s market so 
your house sells quickly.

 3. A Real Estate Advisor Helps 
Maximize Your Pool of Buyers

Since buyer demand has cooled this year, you’ll want to 
do what you can to help bring in more buyers. Real estate 
professionals have a wide range of tools at their disposal, such 
as social media followers, agency resources, and the Multiple 
Listing Service (MLS), to ensure your house gets in front of 
people looking to make a purchase. Investopedia explains 
why it’s risky to sell on your own without the network an agent 
provides:

 “You don’t have relationships with clients, other agents, or a 
real estate agency to bring the largest pool of potential buyers 
to your home.”

 Without access to your agent’s tools and marketing 
expertise, your buyer pool – and your home’s selling potential 
– is limited.

 4. A Real Estate Expert Will Read – 
and Understand – the Fine Print

Today, more disclosures and regulations are mandatory 
when selling a house. That means the number of legal 
documents you’ll need to juggle is growing. The National 
Association of Realtors (NAR) puts it like this:

 “There’s a lot of jargon involved in a real estate transaction; 
you want to work with a professional who can speak the 
language.”

 5. A Local Professional Is a Skilled Negotiator
In today’s market, buyers are regaining some negotiation 

power. If you sell without an expert, you’ll be responsible for 
any back-and-forth. That means you’ll have to coordinate with:

 The buyer, who wants the best deal possible
The buyer’s agent, who will use their expertise to advocate 

for the buyer
The inspection company, which works for the buyer and will 

almost always find concerns with the house
The appraiser, who assesses the property’s value to protect 

the lender
Instead of going toe-to-toe with these parties alone, lean 

on an expert. They’ll know what levers to pull, how to address 
everyone’s concerns, and when you may want to get a second 
opinion.

 Bottom Line
Don’t go at it alone. If you’re planning to sell your house this 

spring, work with a professional at RE/MAX of Rock Valley so 
you have an expert by your side to guide you in today’s market.

If you’re thinking of selling your house, it’s important to work with someone who 
understands how the market is changing and what it means for you.

300 N. 5th Street, Oregon 
$119,900 Call Carla

Just new on the market in Oregon! You’ll feel right at home the moment you 
step into this 3 bedroom, 2 bath home in Oregon that has loads of potential. 
Spacious rooms throughout with old world charm that complement this 
traditional 2 story style home in the north end of Oregon! All appliances will 
stay, formal dining room with family room and living room all on the main 
level. 2,200 sq feet of living space, 2 car garage with privacy fenced in yard! 
All this and more sitting on a corner lot in Oregon close to shopping and 
downtown entertainment!

301 N. Cherry Ave., Polo  
$96,000 Call Mark

Spacious 3 bedroom, 2 bath home for sale on the edge of Polo has beautiful 
vintage charm and a country feel! Gorgeous original woodwork and amazing 
built in cabinets in the kitchen and formal dining room! Living room has 
beautiful French doors and plenty of light. Main floor bathroom includes 
space for a convenient 1st floor laundry. Attention grabbing, extra wide 
vintage staircase in the foyer makes a statement as you come in the door! 
Hardwood floors in some areas. 3 bedrooms and full bath upstairs have 
plenty of room for your family. Attached 21 x 30 garage is only 5 years old! 
Roof is only 10 years old and furnace was new in 2017. Large attic space for 
tons of storage! Being sold “As Is”.

302 N. Cherry Ave., Polo  
$64,000 Call Mark

Looking for a smaller home that is very AFFORDABLE? Take a look at 
this 2 bedroom, 1 full bath home in Polo! 1 bedroom and bath on the 
main floor and 1 bedroom upstairs. Possibility for a second bath in the 
basement where there is already an existing shower and sink. Living room/
Dining room combo has hard wood floors and cabinets on one end for 
more storage. Furnace was new in 2017 and there is basement laundry 
hookup. Windows are 10 years old and detached 2 car garage has nice 
metal roofing. Whether you live here yourself or use as an INVESTMENT 
property, this could be the inexpensive home you’ve been looking for!

000 Sink Hollow (160 Acres) Rd., Dixon 
$560,000 Call Rebecca

160 ACRE RECREATIONAL PARADISE! A once in a lifetime opportunity 
to own 160 acres of land that offers endless possibilities for hunting and 
recreation. For many, many years the owners did not allow hunting access 
and the trail cameras have caught footage of mature whitetail deer and other 
animals that have called paradise their own home. Rolling topography and 
heavily wooded areas add to the unique appeal of this property. When you 
are on site you feel like you have entered another wooded land outside of 
Illinois that is surrounded by a mature, second growth forest. Access will be 
created off of Sink Hollow Road for dedicated road access. Do not walk this 
property on your own without a realtor as there are sheer drop offs. Agent 
related.

NEW LISTING! NEW LISTING! NEW LISTING! NEW LISTING! NEW LISTING! NEW LISTING! NEW LISTING! NEW LISTING! NEW LISTING! NEW LISTING! NEW LISTING! NEW LISTING! NEW LISTING! NEW LISTING! NEW LISTING! NEW LISTING! NEW LISTING! NEW LISTING!
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“Celebrating 154 years in business.”

We Are An Authorized Dealer Of Icom
& Kenwood Radio Equipment

2-Way Radio Communication
Forreston, IL • 815-938-2586

HANK’S REPAIR
Hank Kaiser, Owner

54 Stephenson St.
German Valley

815-362-3451

 • General Automotive    • Install Jasper Engines & 
                                              Transmissions
• A.S.E. Certified              • Tires
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YOUR FARM...
YOUR FAMILY...

YOUR FUTURE...
OGLE 

COUNTY 
FARM 

BUREAU
Serving Agriculture in 

Ogle County since 1917

421 Pines Rd.
Oregon, IL 61061

T
F

H
2

0
1

8

700 IL Route 72 E • Leaf River • 815-973-2432
Hours: Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday, 9am-5pm

COMPLETE 
FEED & 
RUSTIC 
RELICS

02
17

20
20

We Proudly Support FFA and 4-H Programs!

Case IH is a trademark registered in the United States and many other countries, owned by or licensed to CNH 
Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or affiliates. 1Subject to credit approval. Terms and conditions apply. 

PARTS DAYS 2023

AVAILABLE FEBRUARY 1 - MARCH 31, 2022

 ü 10% Off Genuine Case IH Parts
 ü 20% Off Select Tillage + $2 Off Sweeps
 ü 20% Off Fleetguard Filters & Coolants

928 South Division • Polo, IL 61064
(815) 946-2393 • www.partsdays.com

FEBRUARY 1 - MARCH 31

09
19
20
22

Farm Systems 
815-493-2620 
Milledgeville
815-225-7101 

Energy Dept. 
815-493-2483
Lanark West
815-493-2478

West Warehouse
815-493-2800

Main Office 815-493-2181

 Farm Systems Energy Dept
       815-493-2620                         815-493-2181
 Milledgeville Lanark West
      815-493-7101                         815-493-2478

DINNER HOURS 
WEDNESDAY, FRIDAY & SATURDAY

5 - 8 P.M.

SERVING LUNCHES 
11 A.M. - 2 P.M.

MONDAY - FRIDAY 
CATERING AVAILABLE FOR SPECIAL EVENTS!
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Serving and supporting Ashton and the surrounding area for 22 Years!

Proud supporter of our local  
farmers, 4H and FFA!

NATIONAL 
Agriculture 
Week is 

celebrated every year 
in March on dates 
announced by the 
Agriculture Council of 
America. 

This year the hol-
iday commences on 
March 21 and ends on 
27. The week cele-
brates and acknowl-

edges the agricultural 
industry and the role 
it plays in stabiliz-
ing the economy. The 
holiday gives thanks 
to the industry as a 
whole for being a 
source of abundant 
food, fiber, and renew-
able products. It also 
provides millions with 
stable jobs and ca-
reers. It also empha-

Celebrating National Ag Week
sizes the efforts made 
by those involved in 
agriculture for provid-
ing us with necessities 
that most of us take 
for granted.

HISTORY OF 
NATIONAL 

AGRICULTURE 
WEEK

Agriculture is the 
biggest food contribu-
tor in America. Amer-
ica is the net exporter 
of food, which means 
that this industry 
is a source of food 
and wealth. The rich 
history of agriculture 
in the U.S. attracted 

colonists to the area. 
Since most colonists 
were European, the 
styles of agricultural 
cultivation and pro-
duction were Europe 
influenced as well. 
Colonists also brought 
a large amount of 
livestock with them 
to America, which 
caused changes in its 
natural landscape.

As the population 
grew, farms expanded, 
and settlements moved 
from the east into the 
west. This caused the 
agricultural industry 
to grow exponentially, 

with a larger vari-
ety of produce being 
rooted. Once the west 
was populated and 
cultivated, a wheat 
frontier was formed. 
The east was firm-
ly set on cattle and 
livestock with only a 
handful of small-scale 
crops. On the other 
hand, the south was 
dominated by tobacco 
and cotton. Lastly, the 
north was dominated 
by people who plant-
ed only what they 
needed, anything in 
excess was sold to the 
market.

It was only during 
the Civil War and the 
Second World War 
that the agricultural 
system became cen-
tralized, and a proper 
agricultural system 
was introduced. The 
Agriculture Council 
of America, formed in 
1973, has supported 
the farmers and agri-
cultural advancements 

in farming techniques 
in the U.S. It com-
prises influential 
leaders in agriculture, 
food, and farming 
who work together 
as a non-profit orga-
nization dedicated to 
educating the world 
on the importance of 
agriculture in Ameri-
can Society.

At the same time 
when the council was 
formed, the first Na-
tional Agriculture Day 
was also introduced, 
which soon developed 
into an entire week-
long celebration. 
National Agriculture 
Week has been cel-
ebrated ever since, 
with full enthusiasm 
to support agriculture 
and spread awareness 
about the potential 
and vitality of agri-
culture.

(From https://
nationaltoday.com/
national-agricul-
ture-week/#history)
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SPORTS NEWS

What Will You Do With Jesus?
Jesus is standing in Pilate’s hall, 

Friendless, forsaken, betrayed by all: 
Hearken! What meaneth the sudden call!

What will you do with Jesus?
Jesus is standing on trial still;

You can be false to Him if you will,
You can be faithful through good or ill; 

What will you do with Jesus?
Will you evade Him as Pilate tried?

Or will you choose Him, what-e’er betide?
Vainly you struggle from Him to hide: 

What will you do with Jesus?
Will you, like Peter, your Lord deny?
Or will you scorn from His foes to fly, 

Daring for Jesus to live or die?
What will you do with Jesus?

“Jesus, I give Thee my heart today!
Jesus, I’ll follow Thee all the way, 

Gladly obeying Thee!” will you say:
“This will I do with Jesus!”

What will you do with Jesus?
Neutral you cannot be;

Someday your heart will be asking,
“What will He do with me?”

Brought to you by:
Little Prairie Mennonite Church

Pastor Norm Reinford (779) 861-3700
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It’s tax time!!!

We do income taxes, payroll 
& bookkeeping.

Jennifer Lungstrom, CPA, EA Silene Walters, CPA, MAS

202 N. Walnut, Stillman Valley
815.645.8979

www.WALTERSTAX.com 01162023

From page 1

“She always led by example and 
was vocal in huddles during time-
outs and never once asked about 
how many points she needed to tie 
the record,” Grobe said. “Her hard 

work and physical post play with 
help her continued success at the 
next level.”

Poper will continue her playing 
career at Sauk Valley Community 
College for two years with the 
hopes of finishing up at a four-year 

university.
“Right from the first visit to 

SVCC, I loved the atmosphere, the 
team and coaching staff, “she said. 
“I decided pretty quickly and look 
forward to new challenges both on 
the court and in the classroom.”

POPER: Polo player will continue 
at Sauk Valley Community College

OREGON  — The 
Oregon Hawk Wres-
tling program’s Face-
book page recent ly 
shared of a recap of 

Successful weekend across all levels for Oregon wrestling
what it called “one of 
the  most  successful 
weekends” in its his-
tory. Across all levels, 
Oregon wrestlers par-

ticipated in four differ-
ent state tournaments 
and had at least one 
medalist at each event.

Four wrestlers com-

peted at the IWCOA 
State Finals with Briggs 
Sellers walking away 
with a sixth place fin-
ish.

Three  more compet-
ed in the IKWF State 
Finals with Jack Benesh 
taking eighth and Can-
non Ziller a runner-up. 

Nine more competed 
in their first IESA State 
Finals with Levi Benton 
finishing in sixth and Or-
egon’s first-ever IESA 
State Champion Nelson 
Benesh.

Kendra Ege compet-
ed in the Illinois Girls 
State Finals and became 
Oregon’s first-ever Girls 

State Champion.
“We have a great 

g roup  o f  coaches , 
parents, families and 
friends that make it such 
a successful program,” 
the Facebook post said. 
“These accomplish-
ments don’t happen 
without all of the sup-
port and these young 
athletes are becoming 
awesome wrestlers but 
even better members of 
society! It’s great to be 
an Oregon Hawk!”

Benesh Ege

More photos on B5



MONDAY, MARCH 20, 2023SECTION B • PAGE 4 • OGLE COUNTY LIFE/ROCK VALLEY SHOPPER

Whatever you’re looking for, 
these local businesses ask 
you to consider them first.

Accounting

Jeanette Heesaker, CPA
Masters in Business Administration 

and Finance
Certified Managerial Accountant

Accounting and Tax Services
For Business/Individual/Partnership

132 W. Second St., Suite 1 . Byron, IL 61010 

(815) 234-8100

Air Conditioning

Randy Gaul
815-946-2386

604 N. Division
Polo, Illinois 61046

HEATING AIR CONDITIONING

Gaul’s Climate Control
815-734-7314

Auto

Hank's Repair
Hank Kaiser-Owner

ASE Certified
P.O. Box 31

54 Stephenson St.
German Valley, IL 61039

Bus. ph. 815-362-3451 Cell ph. 815-238-5144
Fax ph. 815-362-2316

Auto Repair Bathtub Refinishing

PORCELAIN SPECIALISTS

PORCELAIN & FIBERGLASS REFINISHING 
AND REPAIR

TUB TILE, SINKS, SHOWER ENCLOSURES, 
FLOOR REPLACEMENT

KOHLER AUTHORIZED REPAIR

BILL CHANCE
815-247-8686 $2000 OFF  

thru 3/32/23
A TUB ABOVE THE REST

CABINETS CARPET CLEANING
3-D Carpet & 

Upholstery Cleaning

900 W. Washington St.
Oregon, IL 61061

Heather Ruchti
Ph: (815) 762-5307

Concrete

CONCRETE Construction

Mark Miller Construction
For All Your Building Needs!

Commercial/Residential Work
SERVING OGLE COUNTY FOR OVER 30 YEARS

• New Construction • Roofing • Windows • Additions

• Complete Remodeling • Siding • Painting • Interior/Exterior

• Drywall  • Flooring • Decks

Free Estimates • Lead Certified

815-761-1626

Construction

NAVARRO & SONS
Construction Company

********
Ceramic Tile • Wood Floors • Painting • Siding-
Basements • Room Additions  • Baths • Kitchens
Over 25 yrs. exp.       Custom touch      No job too big or too small
FRANK NAVARRO • OREGON / BYRON

PHONE: 815-234-7588 FAX: 815-234-7568

Free 
Estimates

Sr. Citizen 
Discount

FIVE  ALARMFIVE  ALARM

EVENTS & ENTERTAINMENT

FIREWORKS CO.FIREWORKS CO.
PYROTECHNIC DISPLAYSPYROTECHNIC DISPLAYS
PHIL GIUFFRE 773-415-4277 OREGON, ILLINOIS  

WWW.5ALARMFIREWORKS.COM 
FESTIVALS, CONCERTS, WEDDING HOMECOMINGS, CORPORATE EVENTS

FENCING

Dixon, IL

815-677-1402
Agircultural - Residential - Commercial

- Hi-tensile electric
- Woven wire
- Board rail
- Horse fence

- Vinyl fencing
- Chain link
- Split rail
- Privacy

FREE 
ESTIMATES!

Firewood

AT’s
Firewood
815-751-2255

All Hardwoods, Seasoned, 
Delivered, Stacked

Gutters

HAIR CARE HANDYMAN

C.J. HOME MAINTENANCE 
and REPAIR

We fix almost anything in and around the home!
20 Plus Years Experience

Regular and Emergency Service 24 Hours A Day
7 Days A Week

Phone 1-815-234-4511
Cell 1-815-222-6239

Byron, Oregon,
Mt. Morris Areas

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Insured FREE 

ESTIMATES

New Construction • Complete Remodels • Additions • Windows
Doors • Sunrooms • Kitchens • Basements • Baths • Garages

Dan Houston 815.871.5748 • Craig Kosch 815.566.7424

www.integrityhomeimp.com

LAWNCARE PAINTING
WALLPAPER PAINTING STAINING

K & J
DECORATING, INC.

Specializing in painting or staining kitchen 
cabinets or woodwork.

Insured         Over 40 Years Experience

Ken Kline Cell (815) 353-5754
Stillman Valley, IL

PAINTING

PET GROOMING
by

Dun Wright Grooming

• Pets Groomed at Your Home
• Less Stress on Yourself and Your Pet
• No More “Separation” Anxiety
• No More Day-Long Waits for Pets

• Cut of Your Choice
    (depends on coat condition)
• Specialty/Flea Baths Available
• Bath/Hand Blow-Drying/Toe Nails Clipped

Contact person: 815-440-4779 Pam Wright

MOBILE 
GROOMING

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

“Your Trees 
Deserve a 
Certified 
Arborist!”Serving Ogle County Since 1996

• Trimming & Removals • Climbing Specialists • Insect & Disease Control
• Planting Service • Arborist Consulting

Fully Licensed & Insured

732-4710

TREE CARE

TREE SERVICE TREE REMOVAL

Merlin Fox - 815-440-9827
merlin@illinoisdoormasters.com

SERVICING AND INSTALLING GARAGE DOORSSERVICING AND INSTALLING GARAGE DOORS

Oregon, IL

GARAGE DOORS

SERVICE CALL SPECIAL
$2995 ANY 

BRAND
We Service All Makes & Models. Test & check.

Over 30 Years Experience.
AFFORDABLE WATER

815-625-3426
Toll Free: 877-353-7638

Offer Expires 4/30/20

12212020

WATER SOFTENER

Auto

GENE GREEN
Sales Agent

Forreston Car Care
204 S Ash Ave
Forreston, IL 61030

Cell: 815-238-7966
forrestoncarcare@gmail.com
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LOCAL NEWS

Andy Colbert

MJHS’s Waugh places 
6th at IESA state

Meridian Junior High 
School wrestler Ethan 
Waugh placed sixth at IESA 
state on Saturday, March 
11 at Northern Illinois 
University in DeKalb. 
Waugh advanced to state 
after placing first at the 
IESA Sectional the previous 
week. (Courtesy photos) 

Successful weekend across all levels 
for Oregon wrestling

 Briggs Sellers walking away with a sixth place finish.

Cannon Ziller placed as 
runner-up in the IKWF State 
Finals.

IN a story no-
body saw 
coming, it was 

Scales Mound making 
it to the championship 
game of the IHSA 
boys 1A basketball 
tourney. This is after 
finishing third in 2022 
with a team of 
a lifetime.

I do recall a 
conversation 
with coach Eric 
Kudronowicz 
last year and 
he casually 
mentioned to 
me that even 
though Scales 
Mound would gradu-
ate its starting five, it 
would still be pretty 
decent in the upcom-
ing year. He spoke of 
how good the jayvee 
team had been lately, 
but even he had to 
be surprised by what 
transpired this season.

How could any-
thing top last year’s 
success for the tiny 
school? That last 
time anything like 
this happened was 
in 1986 when Ohio, 
with a nearly identical 
enrollment to Scales 
Mound at 70 students, 
also made it to the 
championship game.

Ohio’s achieve-
ment was even more 
amazing considering 
the state was still in 
a two-class system 
and they were com-
peted against schools 
as large as 700-plus 
enrollment. 

Waterloo Gibault, 
who beat Scales 
Mound in the cham-
pionship, gave coach 
Dennis Rueter his first 
title after 42 years at 
the school. That’s al-
most as big of a story 
as if Scales Mound 
would have won.

Rueter’s 793 wins 
ranks eighth all-time 
in the Illinois, with 
Gene Pingatore of 
Westchester holding 
the record of 1,035. 
Like Rueter, Pingatore 
did it all at the same 
school, which is now 
closed but did pro-
duce the incomparable 
Isiah Thomas.

Waterloo Gibault 
played in one oth-
er state title game, 
leading Rock Falls 
by 11 points midway 
through the fourth 
quarter, but losing 
45-43 on a last-second 
shot. It was in 1999 
and it was still a two-
class system with the 
Rockets having dou-
ble the enrollment.

One of the stars for 
Rock Falls was Jedid-
iah Johnson, who has 
freshman and soph-
omore boys on Ore-
gon’s varsity team. 

The title by Rock 
Falls was the only 
area small-school 
boys state title in 
basketball in the over 
100-year history of 
the tournament. From 
2003-2005, Mt. Car-
roll and Winnebago 
came close.

Probably the best 
small-school squad 
ever from this part of 
the state was Rock 
Falls in 1958. Led 
by great all-around 
athlete Ken Siebel 
and Gary Kolb, who 
would play major 
league baseball, the 
Rockets lost 70-64 

to Chicago Marshall 
in the championship 
game when there was 
only one class.

The best game of 
this year’s state tour-
nament was Metamo-
ra’s overtime win over 
Chicago Simeon in 

Class 3A. Isn’t 
Metamora a 
football school 
and what busi-
ness did these 
country kids 
have in beating 
a tradition-
ally-strong 
program that 
produces NBA 

talent?
Metamora was 

no fluke. Last year, 
they finished sec-
ond, falling in double 
overtime. It goes to 
show that building up 
a program is possible 
anywhere in this state. 

Scales Mound and 
Metamora are two 
examples of this and 
also full of players 
that are as fundamen-
tally sound as they 
come in high school. 
Instead of flash and 
glitter, it was a joy 
to watch basketball 
as it was meant to be 
played.

Crowds at the State 
Farm Center in Cham-
paign were down 
for 1A and 2A, but 
Metamora and Moline 
brought huge fan bas-
es for 3A and 4A.    

The best atmo-
sphere for any tour-
nament game was not 
at Champaign, but at 
Ottawa, site of a su-
per-sectional between 
Metamora and Aurora 
Marmion.  

Held in iconic 
Kingman Gymnasium 
in front of a sellout 
crowd, it was remi-
niscent of times long 
ago when the original 
March Madness (as 
trademarked by the 
IHSA) ruled the sports 
scene in Illinois. 

As a statistician for 
the Rochelle basket-
ball team in 1973, I 
had a prime seat on 
the bench for a game 
at Kingman between 
the Hubs and Otta-
wa. I don’t remember 
much about the game, 
but overwhelmed by 
the environment of a 
2,400-seat arena that 
was built in the 1930s.

A few years ago, 
a statewide Twitter 
poll selected this gym 
as best in Illinois, 
ahead of places like 
Moline’s Wharton 
Fieldhouse and Col-
linsville’s gym. His-
torically and architec-
turally, our state has 
some wonderful old 
gymnasiums.

Sterling’s Mus-
grove Fieldhouse, 
which made it to the 
round of eight in the 
poll, hosted the 2A 
boys super-sectional.  
Having these events 
as high-school gyms 
instead of college 
campuses make more 
sense, not just in 
terms of atmosphere, 
but also in cost to 
rent.

Andy Colbert is a 
longtime Ogle County 
resident with years of 
experience covering 
sports and more for 
multiple area publica-
tions. 

Scales Mound 
defies the odds
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AREA CHURCH  DIRECTORY
   

CHURCH OF THE OPEN BIBLE
302 S. Franklin Ave., Polo, Illinois • 815-946-2848 • Luke N. Schier, Pastor       
Sunday Worship: 9:30am We include our children in our Sunday Worship 
Experience. “”THE GRAND Kids Class”  Ages 3-10 are then dismissed right 
after Praise & Worship. Blended Services. “Passion for God” “Compassion for 
People” Visit our website: PoloOpenBible.org

CROSSROADS COMMUNITY CHURCH ~ 
POLO CAMPUS

Meeting Sundays @ 10AM Service
205 N. Jefferson Avenue, Polo ~ 815.837.5255
polo@crossroadscn.com 
We offer contemporary worship and relevant Bible teaching through 
engaging messages and powerful video. Join us after services for coffee, 
snacks & fellowship. Kidzlink Children’s Ministry (nursery-5th grade) ~ 
during 10AM service
Crave Youth Group (6th-12th grade) ~Wed. 6:30PM - June 1st .
Visit our website: www.crossroadscn.com

FAITH DISCOVERY CHURCH
801 W. Oregon St., Polo • 815-946-3588 • Jeremy Heller, Pastor
 Sunday School 9:00 a.m., Worship Service 10:00 a.m., Nursery Available, 
Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 p.m. We Are an independent non-
denominational Christian church. Visitors are always welcome.

STILLMAN VALLEY
THE RED BRICK CHURCH

Pastor Rev. Dr. Chris Brauns  |  Associate Pastor David Bogner
207 W Roosevelt Road (Rte 72), Stillman Valley. 
815-645-2526  |  www.theredbrickchurch.org
Sunday:  Worship at 9:00 and 10:30 am. Sunday School at 9:00 am.
Wednesday:  AWANA (Sept – April) from 6:00 to 7:30 pm.
Men, women, youth Bible Studies throughout the year.
See website for all activities or contact the church office.

KISHWAUKEE COMMUNITY 
EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

8195 Kishwaukee Road, Stillman Valley, IL 61084 / 815-965-1940
Rev. Nick Garner, Pastor
www.kishchurch.org
Sunday Schedule: Discipleship Hour 9:00 AM, Coffee Fellowship 11:15 AM
Gathered Worship 10:00 AM
For complete ministry schedule check out our website or call the church 
office.

VALLEY EVANGELICAL COVENANT CHURCH
Interim Pastor Lisa Orris
103 S Maple St, Stillman Valley, IL 
815-645-8872 | www.valleycov.org
Sunday Morning 9am ‘Gather’ for learning & conversation, 10:15am Worship 
both onsite and online at facebook.com/VECCfSV
Home of Valley Covenant Preschool 815-645-8882 Director Jill Huber
Bible Studies, Youth Group, Bread of Life Food Pantry
Please visit website for more information or contact the church office M-F 
9am-2pm

GRACE FELLOWSHIP CHURCH 
DAVIS JUNCTION

Pastor Brad Pittman           www.graceisforyou.com
10479 E. High Rd., Stillman Valley, IL 61084• 815-973-1369  
Worship Service:  Saturday at 5pm

WINNEBAGO
MIDDLE CREEK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

12473 Montague Road, Winnebago, IL 61088
Located West of Tower Road on Montague Rd.
Sunday: Sunday School at 9:15 am and Worship Service at 10:30 am. 
Office Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs. & Friday 9am-2pm.
Phone: 815-335-2609. Email: middlecreekchurch@gmail.com

MT. MORRIS TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
308 E. Brayton Rd. Mt. Morris, IL Phone: 734-6354   Rev. Josh Ehrler    

Worship Services: Saturday 5:30 PM; Worship Sunday 9:30 AM . 
Sunday Church School - follows Worship Service (Sept.-May) Chime Choir 

Wednesday 6:00 PM; 

LITTLE PRAIRIE MENNONITE CHURCH
409 W Brayton Rd. Mt Morris, IL 61054 (Church of the Brethren Basement 
Entrance) Worship Services: 10:00 AM Sunday Morning, 7:00 PM 1st & 3rd 
Sunday Evening, 7:30 PM 2nd & 4th Wednesday Evenings of the Month.
Pastor:  Norman Reinford 779-861-3700

OREGON

EAST OREGON CHAPEL CHURCH OF GOD
East Oregon Chapel Church of God
The Sharing is Caring Church.
107 N Daysville Rd. Oregon, IL  Phone: 815-732-2960. 
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Monday Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Breakfast is served the Fifth Sunday of the Month beginning at 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday activities: Adults & Children meet weekly beginning at 6:30pm. 
In the event that Oregon Schools are not in session we do not meet on 
Wednesdays. 

EBENEZER REFORMED CHURCH
2997 N. German Church Rd., 815-732-6313
3 miles east of Oregon on Rt. #64 then 2 miles north on German Church Rd. 
• Rev. Josiah Youngquist
www.EBENEZERREFORMED.com • Sunday school 9:00 a.m.  Worship 10:00 
a.m.

LIGHTHOUSE UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Matthew J. Smith 4962 S. Daysville Rd., Oregon, IL 61061 815-732-7683
Worship at 9:00 a.m. Holy Communion celebrated the first Sunday of each of 
month. Lighthouse will lite up your life!

OREGON CHURCH OF GOD
860 W. Oregon Trail Road Oregon, IL      Phone: 732-6847 or 732-2604  Pastor 
Michael Hoffman; Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.; Morning worship, 10:30 a.m.; 
Wednesday activities: Adult, Children, and Youth Groups 7 p.m. At the church. 

OREGON FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
505 Hill St.  Oregon, IL 61061  Phone: 732-2642
Pastor: David Snow “A Christ-centered, Bible-believing, family-oriented 
ministry.” Sunday School 9:30 a.m.; Sunday Morning Service 10:30 a.m.; 
Sunday Evening Service 6:00 p.m.; Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

OREGON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
200 S. 4th St, Oregon, IL 61061 • 815/732-2994
www.oregonumc.org •Pastor Rev. Megan Smick
9:00am Fellowship/Sunday School; 10:00am Worship with music, meditation 
& Fellowship; 10:15am Announcements begin.

RIVERSTONE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
609 S. 10th Street , Oregon, IL 61061
Pastor Craig Arnold ~ 812-236-1213
Sunday Service @ 10:45 AM ~ contemporary style worship with coffee and 
doughnuts in our cafe! Online worship is also available via Facebook.
We believe in sharing Communion every Sunday as an act of worship. 
RiverKids Service @ 10:45 AM for nursery-6th grade ~ provides a safe and 
fun environment where kids can learn about who God is and who they are 
because of Him.
Encounter Youth Ministry for kids in 7th-12th grade meets on Sunday 
afternoons. Please see our Facebook page for scheduled dates and times. 
For complete ministry info and events, visit us online at Riverstonecc.com or on 
Facebook at facebook.com/RiverStoneChristianChurch

ST. BRIDE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
1000 Highway 64, West (Hwy 64 W & Mongan Drive on Liberty Hill), Oregon 
• 732-7211 – Office  Rev. Eldred George   
Webpage: saintbrides.org • E-mail:saint.bride.church@gmail.com • 
Worship Services: Sunday 10 am Holy Communion with Hymns
Christian Education Available

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH, NALC
114 S. 5th St. Oregon, IL  Phone: (815) 732-2367
Website: stpaulnalcoregonil.weebly.com   
10:15 a.m. Fellowship/Education hours
11:30 a.m. Worship 

POLO
ST. MARY CHURCH

Rectory/Office: 211 North Franklin Ave., Polo, IL 61064
PHONE: 815-946-2535 • Rev. Joseph P. Naill
Masses: Sun 10:30am, Tuesday Mass 8 a.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation: First Sunday of each month after 
10:30 mass
OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday-Friday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
www.stmarypolo.org 

FORRESTON
 FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH

402 2nd Avenue, Forreston, IL 61030, Phone 815-938-3203Pastor Scott 
Ralston 
Sunday Worship 9:00 am; Sunday School 10:00 am

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
402 First Ave., Forreston, IL   Phone: 815-938-2380
Pastor Sung-Eun Kim
OPEN HEARTS, OPEN MINDS, OPEN DOORS
Worship at 9:00 a.m. (childcare provided) with coffee and fellowship 
immediately following. Sunday School Age 3-Adult, 10:15 am.
AA meets Mondays, 8:00 AM. Monthly United Methodist Women’s meetings. 

God is Good, All the Time, All the Time, God is Good!

ST. JAMES  LUTHERAN CHURCH
Pastor Karen Tews 
West Grove Rd. At Columbine Rd.
Worship Service 10:30 am. Communion is served every Sunday.
“Singing the Song of Christian Faith in Worship, Service, Learning, Outreach 
and Welcome” in a beautiful rural setting.

Everyone is cordially invited to be with us.

LEAF RIVER
 ADELINE ZION EVANGELICAL CHURCH

9106 Cedar St. in Adeline, Leaf River, IL 61047 • Ph:815-541-4863  Sunday 
Services: Sunday School 9:00 am, Worship Service 10:15 am

VISITORS WELCOME

LEAF RIVER BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Billy Hardy
Live Sermon Streaming: Sundays at 10:00 AM at www.facebook.com/
LEAFRIVERBC/
Archived Sermons on our YouTube channel: Leaf River Baptist Church (Until 
further notice)
9:30 Church Service. Nursery available, 11:00 Sunday school for all ages. 
Nursery available
6941 N Mt Morris Rd, Leaf River, IL  61047
815-738-2205  leafriverbc@gmail.com

LINDENWOOD

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH – LCMS
immanuel-lindenwood.org or find us on Facebook
16060 E. Lindenwood Road, Lindenwood, IL 61049
815-393-4500 • office@immanuel-lindenwood.org
Sunday Mornings: Divine Service @ 9am; Food & Fellowship @ 10am; 
Sunday School and Adult Bible Study @ 10:30am
Food Bank: 1st and 3rd Saturdays, 9am-11am
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Matthew Rosebrock
pastor@immanuel-lindenwood.org

LINDENWOOD UNION CHURCH
101 N Galena st, P.O box 67
Lindenwood IL 
815-393-4658
Worship- 10:00 am 
Coffee Fellowship following service

KINGS 
ELIM REFORMED CHURCH

140 S. Church Road, Kings, IL 61068  • Pastor Marv Jacobs 
Phone 815-562-6811 E-mail: goelimchurch@gmail.com
Website:  www.goelimchurch.org
Sunday morning worship 10:00 am

MOUNT MORRIS 
DISCIPLES UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

“By God’s grace in Christ, we LIVE, LOVE, and SERVE”
All are welcome here! 
9:30 am - Sunday Worship with Communion open to all
10:45 am - Sunday School (Sep - May)
www.disciplesumc.org 
(815) 734-4853 
102 N Maple Ave., Mt. Morris, IL 61054
Rev. Julie Bunt, Pastor

EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH OF MT. MORRIS
102 S. Seminary Ave., Mt. Morris, IL  61054   815-734-4942  www.efcmm.org 
Senior Pastor:  Bruce McKanna.  Sunday Schedule: 8:30 a.m.  Sunday School 
for all ages. 9:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship. 10:00 a.m.  Morning Worship with 
Childcare and Children’s Church.

MT. MORRIS CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
409 W. Brayton Road, Mt. Morris, IL 61045 Phone 734-4573
Pastor-Rodney Caldwell. Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m. Worship service available 
online, call for details. Other activities currently suspended due to pandemic. 

Email: mtmcob@frontier.com 

BYRON
ALL SAINTS LUTHERAN CHURCH

624 Luther Drive, Byron IL 61010 815-234-5277
Pastor:  Janet Wold
Sunday Worship Service held at 9:00 am.  A recording of each Sunday’s 
worship service is available on our Facebook page and our website later in 
the day.  Communion is served every Sunday.   Sunday School for ages 3 
through Adult  is held at 10:00 am September through May. Confirmation 
studies for 7th and 8th grade students are held each Sunday morning at 
10:00 am.  Monday afternoon Bible Study is held at 1:30 pm via Zoom.  In 
person Bible Studies are held Tuesday evening at 7:00 pm and Wednesday 
afternoon at 1:30 pm.  Book Club and The GATHERING meet monthly; 
quilters meet twice monthly.  Visit our website http://www.AllSaintsByron.
org or call the church office for further information.

CORNERSTONE FAMILY CHURCH
205 N. Peru St., Byron 815-234-8737 cornerstonefam ily.church
Sr. Pastor: Erik Ness, NextGen/ Family Pastor: Collin Nicholls
Children’s Ministry Director : Lori Martin
Worship Service on Sundays at 10am with Children ‘s Worship Service and 
Nursery Available
Sr High Youth Min istry Sundays at 6:00pm, Jr High Youth Ministry 
Wednesdays at 6:30pm
Numerous Small Groups Available for All Ages throughout the week .
Please call our Church Office or visit our website for more details .
Office Hours: 8:00am -4:30pm Mondays-Thursdays 

BYRON ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH
226 E. Second St, Byron, IL 61010 - Phone 815-234-7431 – Fr. Richard 
Rosinski. Weekday Masses:  Tuesday – Friday 7:30am,  Weekend Masses: 
May – August   Sat. 5:00 pm, Sun. 8:00 am and 10:00 am, September – 
April  Sat. 5:00 pm, Sun. 8:00 am and 10:45 am, Reconciliation:  Fri. 8:00 
am – 8:30 am; Sat. 3:30 pm – 4:30 pm or by appointment

SHEPHERD EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH
NEW LOCATION! Jarrett Prairie Center 7993 N. River Rd., Byron Phone 963-
5216 Rev. Michael Axmark, Pastor.Discover Time 9:30 a.m., Fellowship 10:15 
a.m., Worship 10:30 a.m.
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 838, Byron, IL 61010

UNITED CHURCH OF BYRON
A Member of the United Church of Christ 
701 W. Second Street; PO Box 927, Byron IL 61010, 815-234-8777 
Email: ucb@comcast.net 
Website: unitedchurchofbyron.org 
Pastor: Rev. Tyler Spellious 
Youth Ministry Coordinator: Richard Simpson 
Sunday Schedule & Worship opportunities: 
Service of Meditation & Prayer: 8:15am- 8:45am 
Adult Sunday School Hour: 9am 
Kids Sunday School: (for ages 3 thru 5th grade) 9:30 -10:15am 
Coffee & fellowship time: 9:30am - 10:30am
Main Worship: 10:30am 
Spark Youth Group (for ages 6th grade thru 12th grade) - Sundays, 5pm-7pm 
For complete ministry schedule and other activities, please check our website or 
Facebook page or contact the church office. 
Whoever you are or wherever you are on your journey, you are welcome here! 

BEACON HILL ASSEMBLY OF GOD
“Building Faith for Life”
6467 N. German Church Rd., Byron, IL - Ph. (815) 234-8032 - 
beaconhillbyron.org
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 448, Byron, IL 61010
Pastor: Gary Cortese
Service Times: Sundays at 10AM; Wednesday night Faith-Lift at 6:30PM
Find us on Facebook/Beacon Hill Assembly of God

CHANA
CHANA UNITED METHODIST

Pastor Josh Brown, 606 Main Street, Chana, IL 61015. Church office 815-732-
7683. (E-mail address: chanaumc@gmail.com Adult & Children’s Education 
9:00 a.m. Worship Service 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion celebrated the first 
Sunday of each month. At Chana Church you will find Open Hearts-Open 
Minds-Open Doors.

DAVIS JUNCTION 

DAVIS JUNCTION 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Open Minds, Open Hearts, Open Doors • “God’s Heart in Our Community” 
Located in town on Rt. 72 • Our Pastor is Rev. Keith Kelsey-Powell  Sunday 
Services:  Worship 10:30am, Childrens time during Worship Service. 
Fellowship following the Worship Service each Sunday. Communion the first 
Sunday of the month. Potluck luncheon following Worship every  4th Sunday, 
except in the summer months of  June, July and August. Various small groups 
meet throughout the month. For more information about the small groups 
please call 298-2310. AA meets Wednesdays at 5:30pm and Saturdays at 9am. 
For more information please visit our website WWW.DJUMC.ORG 

Curbside Delivery
The library is open for browsing, but patrons can still 

use our curbside service!  Place your holds online at byron-
library.org or call us at 815-234-5107.  Not sure what you 
want?  Call us for help!  We will call or email you with a 
confirmation when your holds are ready to be picked up.  
Call us when you arrive at the library, and we will bring 
your items out to you, already checked out.  A receipt with 
your due dates will be included with your items.  
Special Hours

The Byron Public Library will be closed Sunday, April 
9 in observance of the Easter holiday.  We wish all of our 
patrons a safe and happy Easter!
Introduction to Mushroom  
Identification

Thursday, Mar. 30. 6 – 7:00 pm. Come learn the basics of 
mushroom identification with Hunter Le Duc. In addition to 
becoming more familiar with the major mushroom groups 
from a morphological standpoint you will also learn the 
basic characteristics of fungi including cap and stipe fea-
tures, how to use a key, make a spore print and more!  Visit 
Byron.evanced.info/signup or call 815-234-5107 to register. 
Tiny Art Show

Monday, April 10. 5:30 – 7:00 pm. We are going to have 
a Tiny Art Show during the month of May at the library. 
Please join us to create a 4”x4” project. (Anyone can paint 
an abstract.) Your painting will be returned after the show.  
Visit Byron.evanced.info/signup or call 815-234-5107 to 
register.
Natural Toilet Cleaning Bombs

Monday, April 17. 6 – 7:00 pm. Celebrate Earth Day 
(April 20) with us as we create these natural toilet bombs. 
Not only do they clean well, but they are good for the 
environment.  Call 815-234-5107 or visit Byron.evanced.
info/signup to register for this program.
DIY Tiny Library

Thursday, April 20. 6 – 7:30 pm. Celebrate national 
library month by creating your very own tiny library.  Visit 
Byron.evanced.info/signup or call 815-234-5107 to register 
for this program.

Visit the Byron Library Facebook page to keep up to 
date on library news and virtual programs!  Be sure to 
also check out the Byron Library and Byron Library Teen 
Instagram pages!

BYRON PUBLIC LIBRARY

YOUTH PROGRAMS
Big Kids, Big Art: Tuesday, March 21st, 4:30 PM  
Last time, the participants learned about Shape and 

tried their hand at watercolor painting.  1st through 6th 
graders are invited to learn the next element of art Miss 
Jana will introduce.
BINGO

Monday, March 27th, 5:00 PM 
Start spring break with us. This free program is open 

to all ages with a variety of prizes.
Family Movie

Thursday, March 30th, 5:00 PM 
Puss in Boots discovers that his passion for adventure 

has taken its toll: he has burned through eight of his nine 
lives. Puss sets out on an epic journey to find the mythical 
Last Wish and restore his nine lives.
Story Time

Thursdays, 10:00 AM 
Miss Jana will have stories and crafts for toddlers-kin-

dergarten age kids.
ADULT PROGRAMS
Microsoft Excel Fundamentals

Monday, March 20th, 5:00PM 
Learn the basics to get started using Microsoft Excel.  

This class will include a hands-on overview of the Excel 
workspace and creation of a basic inventory spreadsheet 
where you will apply formatting and complete calcula-
tions using formulas and functions.  Please bring a laptop 
if you have one. Registration is required: 815-738-2742. 
Presented by HCC Lifelong Learning.

March Craft
Stop by the circulation desk and pick up all the mate-

rials to make your own rainbow and pot of gold for the 
month of March.
Book of the Month

Travel to Scotland’s Shetland Islands for the first book 
in Ann Cleeve’s Shetland Island series.  Raven Black 
follows Inspector Jimmy Perez as he tries to solve a 
murder of a young girl.
Card Making

Saturday, April 15th, 9:00AM 
Get ready for graduation season by creating a one-

of-a-kind card for those middle school, high school, and 
college grads!  All supplies provided or you may bring 
your own!  
Plastic Recycling

We ask that you make sure plastic is clean with no 
debris in the donation. Also please remove any zip-
loc-type seals and paper/sticker labels. Thank you for 
your cooperation.
NEW RELEASES
Adult Books

The Backside of Hades by Ann Charles
The Queen of Dirt Island by Donal Ryan
Chapter Book
Being Baxters by Karen Kingsbury
Picture Book
Carmela Full Of Wishes by Matt de la Pena
DVDs
Mrs. Harris Goes to Paris
Whitney Houston: I Wanna Dance With Somebody

BERTOLET MEMORIAL LIBRARY

AMES, Iowa – More than 
10,200 Iowa State University 
students have been recognized for 
outstanding academic achievement 
by being named to the fall semester 
2022 dean’s list. Students named 
to the dean’s list must have earned 
a grade point average of at least 
3.5 on a 4.0 scale while carrying 
a minimum of 12 credit hours of 

graded course work.
Local students include: 
Byron: Allison R. Abel, 4, Bi-

ological/Pre-Medical Illustration; 
Alexandra Suzanne Buseski, 4, 
Agricultural and Life Sciences Ed-
ucation; Eric Detig, 2, Hospitality 
Management and Renee Nicole 
Gehrke, 3, Agricultural Business. 
Davis Junction: Hanna Marie 

Wallin, 2, Industrial Technology 
and Kayla C. White, 3, Agronomy. 
Monroe Center: Adrianne Rae-
lyn Hall, 4, Agricultural and 
L i f e  S c i e n c e s  E d u c a t i o n .  
Polo: Joseph Lee Bardell, 3, Physics.  
Rochelle: Morgan Rae Scha-
backer, 4, Agricultural Business.  
Stillman Valley: Italia Rose Tarara, 
4, Elementary Education. 

Locals make fall 2022 dean’s list at Iowa State University
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Weekly Brain Busters

Successful Quiche & Scone Sale!
Thank you to everyone who ordered the delicious 

delicacies from our library! We hope you enjoyed ev-
erything! This is an annual event, so keep an eye out 
next spring for our sale!
Story Time!

Spring Has Sprung! Pop up this week for some books 
all about SPRING! Children will read books and create a 
craft this Wednesday, 3/22. Story time is every Wednes-
day @11:15, bring your little ones to enjoy stories and 
a craft at the Mount Morris Library! 
Spring Break Activities

Spring break will be here soon and the Mount Morris 
Library has lots of activities to keep your kids busy and 
excited! We will be having a number of projects to com-
plete here or take-make, Lego days to come build some 
challenges in addition to all the games, books, movies, 
and fun that is available each day here at your library!
Phenomenology Research Profession-
als – Jaci and Bill Kousoulas

We will be having Jaci and Bill Kousoulas here on 
Saturday, March 25th to tell us more information about 
their book, “Bridging the Tragedy,” a book based upon 
the 1967 Silver Bridge Disaster in Point Pleasant, WV, 
Mothman, and post-traumatic growth, a phenomenon 
that often occurs after tragedy. Since 2016, Bill & Jaci 
have visited Point Pleasant regularly, where they have 
become friends with several area residents, including 
Mothman Museum owner Jeff Wamsley and the late 
Carolin Harris, co-founder of the Mothman Festival.
Adult Book Club

The March book is “Gingerbread” by Helen Oyeyemi.  
Everyone is welcome to join this book club group! Copies 

of the book are available at the library.   This group will 
meet in-person on Monday, March 27th at the library.  
Cookbook Club!

Join us as we explore The Cookbook Club! Wonderful 
recipes combined with friendship creates something both 
beautiful and delicious! Stop by to choose your recipe 
from this month’s book, The New Appetizer from Taste 
of Home, and bring your dish to pass at our next meet-
ing! Join us on Tuesday, April 3rd @6pm at The Senior 
Center for another exciting meal!
Ink with a Friend: Card Making at the 
Library

Join us in April to make some lovely home-made 
cards to send to family and friends. We will be offering 
a card-making class from local crafter, Liz Gullett. She 
will be here on Thursday, April 13th from 5-7! You will 
get all the materials to make two beautiful cards to take 
home. Stop by to see the samples, fees are by donation. 
Registration is limited so call the library or stop by to 
save your spot before April 6th!
Lego Club!

Our next Lego night is Thursday, March 16th, from 
6:00 – 6:45pm. Bring a friend and build some fun with 
Lego bricks! All children and parents are invited every 
third Thursday of the month. Children under 8 need to 
bring a parent with them.
**Bonus Lego Club!**

Join us over spring break on Monday or Thursday 
from 2-4 for some extra brick time! We will have some 
challenges for builders to create or they can work from 
their own imaginations!
Memorial Gifts

Give a gift that lasts, brings joy to many, and doubles 

in value. Your memorial gift to the library is matched 
by the Mt. Morris Library Foundation, doubling your 
generosity! Many thanks to all who gave memorial 
gifts in 2022.
Display Case Showings

We are always looking for collectors or artists who 
are willing to share their treasures in our display cases.  
If you are interested, please call, 815-734-4927. 
Newspaper Available!

We will now be receiving the Dixon Telegraph daily! 
We receive the Ogle County Life, Sauk Valley, and Mt. 
Morris Times. If you want to keep up with the local 
news-stop on by!
Explore More Illinois

Explore More Illinois is easy to use with your library 
card.  Visit the library’s website to browse attractions.  
You can find the information on our website, www.
mtmorris-il.org under the resources page.
Adult Programming

We are trying to get back into the swing of offering 
monthly programs for adults.  We would love to hear 
from you.  Do evenings or weekends work better?  Do 
you have any program ideas?  Do you have a program 
you would like to share?  Contact Mary Cheatwood at 
the library through email at mmlib@mtmorris-il.org 
or call 815-734-4927.
Curbside Service is available!

We want to remind everyone that you still have 
the option of having your materials delivered to your 
vehicle.  If you have holds waiting for you, call us to 
tell us you are on your way, and we will bring them out 
to your vehicle when you arrive.  Call us if you need 
more information.

MT. MORRIS PUBLIC LIBRARY
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307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALEMISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

103 103 
AUCTIONSAUCTIONS

Hack’s Auction & Realty
Service, Inc.

Auctions – Real Estate 
Appraisals

Online Auctions 
Now Available 
Pecatonica, IL
815-239-1436

Hacksauction.com
A&T Auction Services, LLC

Travis Cunningham 
(815) 297-4595

Located in Forreston, IL

Lenny Bryson
Sales Of All Kinds

815-946-4120 

BIG MAN CAVE SALE!
3/25 thru 3/28

8-5
7645 N. Crestview Rd.

Stillman Valley
All varieties of 

outdoor treasures!
03202023

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby 
given that on February 
21, 2023 a certificate 
was filed in the Ogle 
County Clerk’s Office 
setting forth the names 
and post office address 
of all of the persons 
owning, conducting and 
transacting the busi-
ness known as: 
Jon Wilson Agency
201 S Walnut St - PO 
Box 822
Byron, IL 61010
Dated: February 21, 
2023
Laura J. Cook, Ogle 
County Clerk
No. 0303
(March 6, 13 and 20, 
2023)

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE TO 

CONTRACTORS
 The Lost Nation / 
New Landing River 
Conservancy District of 
Illinois Board (RCD) is 
seeking bids for Lake 
Dredging improvements 
to be performed on Lost 
Lake.
All work described 
is detailed in the bid 
specifications, which 
are to be distributed 
only by the RCD. Said 
bid specifications can 
be obtained by emailing 
or written request made 

to:
b e t h . c a u d i l l @
lostlakercd.org
Lost Lake RCD
404 Lake Court
Dixon, IL 61021
Requests may also be 
made through the RCD 
website at https://www.
lostlakercd.org/contact-
us.
All bids shall be 
SEALED and must be 
received no later than 
Wednesday, April 19th, 
2023, at 2 PM marked 
“Lost Lake Dredging” at 
the RCD office located 
at:
LNNLRCD
404 Lake Court
Dixon, IL 61021
Phone: (815)652-2006
All bids received will 
be opened at a special 
meeting on Thursday, 
April 20th, 2023, at 6 
PM at the Lake Court 
Center at 404 Lake 
Court in Dixon. All bids 
received under this 
notice must contain 
labor costs at the 
current prevailing 
wage. We also request 
a list of previous 
work experience, 
references, and proof of 
insurance and worker’s 
compensation. 
No. 0311 (Mar. 20)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Sealed bids will be 
received for the 
following sections 
by the Ogle County 
Highway Department, 
Oregon, Illinois, until 
2:00 P.M. April 6, 2023 
for:
1. 23-XX000-00-
GM 2023 Township 
Sealcoats,
2. 23-00000-02-GM 
2023 County Sealcoats,
3. 22-26131-00-
FP Oregon-Nashua 
Township Paving,
4. 23-06143-00-RS 
Flagg Township Paving
5. 23-13116-00-RS 
Marion Township 
Paving 
6. 22-00000-04-GM 
Center/Bethal Roads 
Resurfacing
Proposals are available 
at the Ogle County 
Highway Department, 
1989 South IL Rte. 2, 
Oregon, IL between the 
hours of 7:00 A.M.
And 3:30 P.M. Monday 
- Friday.
The Road and Bridge 
Committee reserves
 he right to accept or 
reject and or all bids.
Mar 20 & 27
No. 0312 (Mar. 20, 27)

PUBLIC NOTICE
“Notice of Annual 
Meeting for Lincoln 
Township, Ogle County,  
will be held April  11 
at 7:00 P.M. in the 
township building.  
Monthly meetings are 
held every 2nd Tuesday 
of the month, at 7:30 
A.M.”  
No. 0313 (Mar. 2)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Local Public Agency
City of Byron
Ogle County
Streets 2023 Slurry 
Seal
NOTICE TO BIDDERS
Sealed proposals for 
the project described 
below will be received 
at the office of City 
Clerk, City of Byron, 
232 W. Second Street, 
Byron, IL 61010 until 
11:00 a.m. on 04/03/23.
Sealed proposals will 
be opened and read 
publicly at the office 
of City Clerk, City of 
Byron, 2332 W. Second 
Street, Byron, IL 61010 
at 11:00 a.m. on 
04/03/23.
DESCRIPTION OF 
WORK
Location
Byron, IL
Project Length
7,070 feet
Proposed lmorovement
The contract work 
consists of a slurry 
seal application at the 
following locations in 
the City of Byron:
Fabric and Slurry Seal 
Application:
- Luther Drive from 
Mineral Street to Route 
2
- Allison Circle from 
Luther Drive to End
- Perene Avenue from 

Route 2 to River Drive
- South Maple Avenue 
from Route 2 to River 
Drive
- Glacier Drive from 
Short Lane to Joanne 
Terrace
Slurry Seal Application 
Only:
- Short Lane from 
Glacier Drive to Joanne 
Terrace
- Brookview Drive from 
Southfield Lane to 
Silverthorn Drive
- Old Hunter Run from 
Mill Road to Southfield 
Lane
1. Plans and orooosal 
forms will be available 
in the office of Fehr 
Graham, 515 Lincoln 
Highway, Rochelle, 
IL 61068 for a non-
refundable fee of 
$100.00. Also available
electronically at www.
fehrgraham.com for a 
non-refundable fee of 
$25.00.
2. IZI Prequalification
If checked, the 2 
apparent as read low 
bidders must file within 
24 hours after the 
letting an “Affidavit of 
Availability” (Form BC 
57) in triplicate, showing 
all uncompleted 
contracts awarded to 
them and all low bids 
pending award for 
Federal, State, County, 
Municipal and private 
work. One original 
shall be filed with the 
Awarding Authority and 
two originals with the 
IDOT District Office.
3. The Awarding 
Authority reserves 
the right to waive 
technicalities and 
to reject any or all 
proposals as provided 
in BLRS Special
Provision for Bidding 
Requirements and 
Conditions for Contract 
Proposals.
4. The following BLR 
Forms shall be returned 
by the bidder to the 
Awarding Authority:
a. Local Public Agency 
Formal Contract 
Proposal (BLR 12200)
b. Schedule of Prices 
(BLR 12201)
c. Proposal Bid Bond 
(BLR 12230) (if 
applicable)
d. Apprenticeship or 
Training Program 
Certification (BLR 
12325) (do not use for 
project with Federal 
funds.)
e. Affidavit of Illinois 
Business Office (BLR 
12326) (do not use for 
project with Federal 
funds)
5. The quantities 
appearing in the 
bid schedule are 
approximate and 
are prepared for 
the comparison of 
bids. Payment to the 
Contractor will be 
made only for the 
actual quantities of 
work performed and 
accepted or materials 
furnished according 

to the contract. The 
scheduled quantities 
of work to be done 
and materials to be 
furnished may be 
increased, decreased or 
omitted as hereinafter 
provided.
6. Submission of a bid 
shall be conclusive 
assurance and 
warranty the bidder 
has examined the 
plans and understands 
all requirements for 
the performance of 
work. The bidder will 
be responsible for all 
errors in the proposal 
resulting from failure or 
neglect to conduct an
in depth examination. 
The Awarding Authority 
will, in no case, be 
responsible for any 
costs, expenses, losses 
or changes in
anticipated profits 
resulting from such 
failure or neglect of the 
bidder.
7. The bidder shall take 
no advantage of any 
error or omission in the 
proposal and advertised 
contract.
8. If a special envelope 
is supplied by the 
Awarding Authority, 
each proposal should 
be submitted in that 
envelope furnished by 
the Awarding Agency 
and the blank spaces 
on the envelope shall 
be filled in correctly 
to clearly indicate its 
contents. When an 
envelope other than the 
special one furnished 
by the Awarding 
Authority is used, it shall 
be marked to clearly 
indicate its contents. 
When sent by mail, the 
sealed proposal shall 
be addressed to the 
Awarding Authority at 
the address and in care 
of the official in whose 
office the bids are to be 
received. All proposals 
shall be filed prior to the 
time and at the place 
specified in the Notice 
to Bidders. Proposals 
received after the 
time specified will be 
returned to the bidder 
unopened.
9. Permission will be 
given to a bidder to 
withdraw a proposal if 
the bidder makes the 
request in writing or in 
person before the time 
for opening proposals.
No. 0314 (Mar. 20)

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT

OGLE COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS

IN RE )
THE )
ESTATE OF: )
SHIRLEY )
NOREEN )
DOYLE, )
Decedent. )CLAIM 

NOTICE
Notice is given of the 
death of Shirley Noreen 
Doyle of the City of 
Monroe Center, County 
of Ogle, State
of Illinois. Letters of 
Office were issued on 
December 2, 2022, 
to Scott D. Doyle of 
4897 N. Wendorf Rd., 
Monroe Center, IL 
61052, County of Ogle, 
and whose attorney 
is Maria N. Berger of 
Berger Law Firm, LLC,
of 418 W. Blackhawk 
Dr., Suite 102, Byron, IL 
61010.

Claims against the 
Estate may be filed in 
the Office of the Clerk 
of the Circuit Court 
of the Ogle County 
Courthouse, Oregon, 
Illinois 61061, or with 
the representative, 
or both, within six (6) 
months from the date 
of the first publication 
of this claim notice and 
any claim not filed within 
that period is barred. 
Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to 
the representative and 
to the Attorney within 
ten (10) days
after it has been filed.
Clerk of the Court
No. 0315 (Mar. 20, 27, 
April 3)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby 
given that on February 
24, 2023 a certificate 
was filed in the Ogle 
County Clerk’s Office 
setting forth the names 
and post office address 
of all of the persons 
owning, conducting and 
transacting the busi-
ness known as: 
Brick and Mordor, 
14603 W. Coffman Rd., 
Forreston, IL 61030
and
Dutch Dragons Eques-
trian, 14603 W. Coff-
man Rd., Forreston, IL 
61030
Dated February 24, 
2023
Laura J. Cook, Ogle 
County Clerk
No. 0308
(March 13, 20 and 27, 
2023)

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-874-2257

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW, USED  
SCRATCH & DENT

• Refrigerators • Freezers 
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

11222020

ONLINE REAL ESTATE AUCTION  
RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES

hacksauction.hibid.com
BIDDING OPENS: Mon., March 20th @ 8 A.M.

BIDDING CLOSES: Thurs., March 30th Beginning @ 4 P.M.
Property 1: Two-Unit Property Located at 605-
607 Bridge St. Winslow IL 61089
Property 2: Single Family 2-Story Home Located 
at 1231 S. Maple Ave., Freeport IL 61032
By Order of the Circuit Court. This is an ‘Online 
Only Auction’. 10% Buyer Premium.
Contact Hack’s Auction & Realty Inc. For Terms & 
Further Information at 815-239-1436.

ONLINE AUCTION  
Antiques, Farm Toy Collection & 

Art Pottery
PREVIEW: Thurs., March 23rd – 10 A.M. to 1 P.M.

BIDDING OPENS: Mon., March 20 @ 8 A.M.
BIDDING CLOSES: Thurs., March 30 @ 6 P.M.

Hack’s Antique Center 
400 W. Third St., Pecatonica, IL  61063

Great Auction! Featuring Antiques & Collectibles; 
Primitives; Art Pottery & Hull Art; Stoneware; 
Country Store; Show Cases & Spool Cabinets; 
Advertising; Old Tobacco & Smoking Pipes; 
Railroad Lanterns & Lighting; Pocket Knives & Old 
Padlocks; Jewelry; Vintage Camera & Photogra-
phy Collection; Art & Carnival Glass; Old Sleepy 
Eye; Longaberger; Dolls; Small Antiques; WW II 
Photographs; Quality John Deere & International 
Farm Toy & Machinery Collection (200+) - Many 
Precision Classics & Prestige Models - Big Bud 
- Yoder - 70% Boxed, Farm Implement Books & 
Memorabilia; More!

Oregon Antique Show & 
Appraisal Event

Sun., March 26th @ 10 A.M. to 2 P.M.
Blackhawk Center

1101 W. Jefferson St., Oregon, IL  61061
Join Us at the 73th Annual Antique Show. Pre-
sented by The Oregon GFWC Woman’s Club.
Hack’s Auction will be Providing Their Appraisal 
Services. A $5 Fee per Item will be Charged as 
Donation to the Woman’s Club, 1-3 Items Sug-
gested. Bring a Family Heirloom or Antique That 
You Are Not Sure What It Is or What It’s Worth.
Greg & Swan Hachmeister of Hack’s Auction & 
Realty Service, Inc. will give you their Opinion.

Dolan Trust – 80-Acre Farm 
Home & Buildings Auction

SUN., APRIL 23rd – 1:00 P.M.
7464 Blomberg Rd., Cherry Valley, IL  61016

Featuring 80-Acre Farm to be Sold in (2) Parcels.
Cherry Valley Twp. - Part of Section 23.

Auction Conducted Live On-Site
Parcel 1: 75 Acres +/- Of Good High Producing 
Farmland. Nearly All Tillable. Major Soil Types: 
223 B Varna, 293A Andres, 152A Drummer, 102A 
La Hogue. Soil PI: 122.8
Parcel 2: Nice 2-Story, 5-Bedroom Country 
Home, Large Metal Storage Building & Acreage.
Great Location & Opportunity.

Hack’s Auction & Realty Service
Greg & Swan Hachmeister, Auctioneers

Pecatonica, IL 815-239-1436
www.hacksauction.com | I.A.F.L. #44000128
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203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

03062023

LaVigna

NOW HIRING 
All Positions

Servers | Bartenders  
Hosts | Cooks | Kitchen
Apply within or email 

resume to 
lavigna@frontier.com

(815) 732-4413

RESTAURANT

Byron CUSD 
#226 has 

openings for 

Bus Drivers
SIGN-ON BONUS 

Available
Contact Barb Rundle 

at 815-234-5491
For more 

information
10112021

Summer Employment
Roadside Mowing

Positions
Ogle County Highway Dept

Applicants must be at least 18
yrs of age. Starting wage is

$13/hr. Apply in person 7:00
AM - 3:30 PM or contact the

office for an application.
Please submit applications by

April 12, 2023
Ogle County Highway Dept
1989 S IL Rt 2, Oregon, IL

815-732-2851
highway@oglecountyil.gov

www.oglecountyil.gov

Truck Driver/
Equipment Operator

Employment
Opportunity

Ogle County Highway Dept
Applicants must be at least 18
yrs of age and have a Class B

CDL with Full Air Brakes.
Heavy equipment experience

is a plus. Apply in person
7:00 AM - 3:30 PM or contact
the office for an application.

Applications must be received
by April 3, 2023

Ogle County Highway Dept
1989 S IL Rt 2, Oregon, IL

815-732-2851
highway@oglecountyil.gov

www.oglecountyil.gov
03202023

203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113 113 
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119 119 
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

FURMAN’S Lawn 
Care and Tree Work. 
Mowing, bushes, spring 
clean up, weeding 
and much more. Call 
Jeremy Furman 815-

761-9619. Please leave 
a message will return 
call ASAP. Fully insured, 
in business since 1999. 
Servicing Rochelle and 
surrounding areas.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
its care.

815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 815-
562-4171 (8AM-NOON 
ONLY) Rochelle News 
Leader.  

FOR SALE Sterling 
silver spoons. Snow 
White & The Seven 
Dwarfs - $35.00. Six 
Easter designs - $12.00 
each. Call 815-246-
9593. (03-20-23)

LIKE NEW ProForm 
CrossWalk Fit 415 
Treadmill. Includes 
user’s manual. $200. 
Call Joyce 815-456-
2839. (03-22-23)

405 405 
  HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

CAROL’S 
SELF 

STORAGE IN 
OREGON

Reasonable 
Rates

Sizes 10ʼx24ʼ & 
6ʼx10

Call 732-2466

1563 Kysor Drive, Byron
(next to D&W Garage)

Storage Unit Sizes:
5ʼ x 10ʼ     10ʼ x 10ʼ

10ʼ x 15ʼ  10ʼ x 20ʼ  10ʼx30ʼ

OREGON/
MT. MORRIS
Newer 1, 2 &3 BR 

APTS. Water, sewer, 
garbage inc. w/most 

units. HOUSES some 
w/garages, all in 

like new condition. 
Starting at $295/mo. 

815-734-4348 or 
815-590-2302

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

511 511 
STORAGE UNITSSTORAGE UNITS

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

Class-A CDL
Drivers Wanted

$500 Sign on bonus
Earn up to

$33/per hour
Local Trucking 

Company seeking 
full time,

year- round driver to 
haul grain.

815-938-3644
Please

leave message.
09052022

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and 
Wood Signs, Milk 
Bottles & Local 
Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door 
Stop and Antique 
Lighting… Call 
Dick Harms at 
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SERVICE CALL SPECIAL
$2995 ANY 

BRAND
We Service All Makes & Models. Test & check.

Over 30 Years Experience.
AFFORDABLE WATER

815-625-3426
Toll Free: 877-353-7638

Storytime at the 
Library

Join us at the library, 
every Wednesday at 
10:00 a.m., for songs, 
stories and crafts! Ages 
2-5. Space is limited: 
call to register: 815-645-
8611.
Getting Back to 
Europe

Dreaming of a Euro-
pean vacation this year, 
but don’t know where 
to begin? Join frequent 
flyers, Joanna and Wayne, 
as they share their favorite 
European itineraries, in-
cluding food, social and 
cultural highlights from 
each. They’ll also provide 
important travel updates 
about things you need 
to know before heading 
across the Atlantic in 
2023. Monday, March 27 
at 6:00 p.m. Registration 
required: 815-645-8611.
 Adult Book Club

Pick up a book, then 
join us for a lively dis-
cussion of Bobby Finger’s 
page-turner of a first 
novel, “The Old Place.” 
Monday, April 3 at 6:30 
p.m. Copies of the reding 
available on loan. Email 
Joanna at jkluever@mail.
meridian223.org for a link 
to this virtual program. 
Adults only. 
Tween Scene: 
(Soda) Pop  
Playdough  
Science

Get ready for an exper-
iment that’s fizzy, bubbly 
and sweet. We’re mak-
ing everyone’s favorite 
hands-on toy: playdough, 
with a twist! We’ll try add-
ing different varieties of 

JULIA HULL DISTRICT LIBRARY STILLMAN VALLEY
pop to see how they affect 
our final product. Tues-
day, April 4 at 6:00 p.m. 
Ages 10-12. Registration 
required: 815-645-8611
Fun Day Monday: 
Rainbow Science

School’s out for the 
day! Head to the library 
for some creative play. 
Spring is finally here and 
a mix of rain and sunshine 
means rainbows. We’ll ex-
perience every color of the 
rainbow with a variety of 
science experiments using 
simple supplies. Monday, 
April 10 at 1:00 p.m. Ages 
5-9. Registration required: 
815-645-8611.
Cricut Lab:  
Converting Pho-
tos into Cuttable 
images

Experienced Cricut us-
ers will learn how to con-
vert a simple photo into 
a cuttable vinyl image. 
BYO Cricut Explore Air or 
Maker, cutting mat, cords, 
blades and device with 
Cricut app installed. Please 
have an image download-
ed to your device prior to 

class. Thursday, April 13 
at 6:00 p.m. Adults only. 
Registration required: 815-
645-8611.
Flying High:  
Betty the Pan Am 
Stewardess

Fasten your uniform 
buttons and get ready to 
travel back to the golden 
age of air travel. In the 
1960s, when jets were 
new, the stewardess was 
an all-American fantasy: 
hostess, nurse, cook, 
therapist and even sex 
symbol. In this historical 
portrayal, historian Leslie 
Goddard, Ph.D., takes 
you on an exciting, true 
story about the real-life 
stewardesses for Pan 
Am, the most glamou-
rous U.S. airline. Learn 
about serving the rich 
and famous, about the 
strict height, weight and 
age requirements, about 
cooking gourmet meals 
and enduring some wild 
rides. Buckle up! This 
is one flight you won’t 
forget. Monday, April 17 
at 6:30 p.m. Registration 
required: 815-645-8611. 

Last week some tiny dancers met with Miss Kelly at 
Julia Hull District Library (Stillman Valley) to shake 
their groove thang during a Toddler Dance Party. 

Rock River Center is 
a resource center located 
at 810 S. 10th Street, 
Oregon.  Do you need 
help with Benefit Access 
Application for a license 
plate discount, Medi-
care, housing, home-
maker service, heat-
ing assistance or other 
things?  Our Information 
& Assistance Specialists 
are available at various 
locations throughout 
Ogle County.  Our activ-
ities and trips are open to 
all ages.  Call our office 
at 815-732-3252 with 
any questions.   Visit 
us on the web at www.
rockrivercenter.org and 
like us on Facebook.
Volunteer Op-
portunity

Diabetes  Support 
Group Facilitator - 1 Hr./
Month. Retired Dieti-
cian needed to facilitate 
a support group at Rock 
River Center.  Individual 
must be able to offer sup-
port & encouragement of 
living with diabetes, and 
offer appropriate menu 
options. 

For more information 
on this and other volun-
teer opportunities with 
Rock River Center, con-
tact Deb Julian at 815-
732-3252 or activities@
rockrivercenter.org.

What is Metabol-
ic Health?

Find out on Thurs., 
March 23, 2023 at 1:00 
p.m. at an educational 
session at Rock River 
Center.

Our speaker is Traci 
Beauchamp, RN, of OSF 
Health System.  As a home 
health nurse in Freeport, 
DeKalb, and all of Ogle 
County, Traci will discuss 
metabolic health issues, 
some causes, and what 
changes we can make.

Advance registration 
requested at 815-732-
3252.

Estate Planning 
Program

March 29, 2023
Attorneys David Smith 

and Jennifer Birkholz, of 
SMITH & BIRKHOLZ, 
PC will be at Rock River 
Center on Wednesday, 
March 29, 2023 from 
10:00 a.m. until 11:00 
a.m. to educate us on 
estate planning.

This is a FREE pro-
gram.  Registration re-
quested by March 28 so 
we can be prepared.

Call Rock River Cen-
ter at 815-732-3252 if 
you plan on attending.

ROCK RIVER CENTER ACTIVITIES

Read and 
Recycle
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WHAT con-
s t i tu tes  a 
perfect re-

tirement is different for 
everyone. Some people 
may imagine spending 
their golden years fishing 
their days away, while 
others may aspire to 
finally embrace their in-
ner globetrotter. Though 
individuals’ retirement 
dreams differ, every re-
tiree will need money, 
which only underscores 
the importance of a wise 
and disciplined approach 
to money management.

Average life expectan-
cies have risen consider-
ably over the last several 
decades. According to 

estimates from the United 
Nations Population Di-
vision, the average life 
expectancy in Canada for 
both sexes is just under 83 
years, while it’s slightly 
more than 79 in the United 
States. Those figures are 
a welcome sign, but they 
may inspire a little fear 
among seniors who are 
concerned that they might 
outlive their money. No 
one knows how long they 
will live, but everyone 
can embrace a handful 
of money management 
strategies to increase the 
chances that they won’t 
feel a financial pinch in 
retirement.

• Study up on the tax 

implications of withdraw-
ing from your retire-
ment accounts. Every 
retirement investment 
vehicle, whether it’s an 
IRA or a 401(k), has 
tax implications. Money 
withdrawn too early may 
incur tax penalties, and 
even money withdrawn 
long past retirement age 
could elevate retirees 
into a new tax bracket 
that could prove costly. 
A financial advisor can 
help retirees determine 
the tax implications of 
withdrawing money from 
their retirement accounts 
and may even develop 
a detailed guideline of 
when withdrawals should 

be made and how much 
should be withdrawn in 
a given year in order to 
minimize tax liabilities.

• Prioritize your own 
needs. Though retirees, 
particularly those with 
children and grandchil-
dren, may feel an obliga-
tion to help their families 
in difficult financial times, 
generosity can be very 
costly for adults who have 
stopped working. Retirees 
may or may not have op-
portunities to generate 
new income, and even 
those who do likely won’t 
make enough to meet their 
daily financial needs. 

See page 3

Money management tips for retirees

meyersfurniture.com
209 Powers Rd. Hwy. 251

Rochelle, IL

815-562-8792
Hours: M&F 9-6 •T, W &Th 9-5 

Sat 10-5 • Sun Closed
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One third of your day is spent sleeping...One third of your day is spent sleeping...
Sleep better with Meyers Sleep Experts!Sleep better with Meyers Sleep Experts! It’s time for a new matteress when...It’s time for a new matteress when...

1. Mattress is 7-10 years old
2. You’re not sleeping well.
3. Your body has changed
4. Your allergies are getting worse
5. You sleep better on other beds
6. You keep buying pillow tops & new pillows

Meyers 
will help you 

find the perfect 
matress fit. 

Sleep better 
today!

LIKE AND FOLLOW US ON
FACEBOOK! 

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OF
2019

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OF
2020

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OF
2021

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OF
2022
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Call 815-626-3220
Sterling Hearing Aid CenterSterling Hearing Aid Center

Latest Digital Technology • Maintenance & Repair 
Friendly Service • Experienced Staff

603 Freeport Road, Sterling, IL
8:30-3:30 M-F  | Saturday by appointment 03

20
20

23

From page 2

Given that reality, re-
tirees must prioritize their 
own financial needs, in-
cluding their immediate 
needs and those they will 
have for the rest of their 
lives. Though it might 
be difficult to turn down 
loved ones’ requests for fi-
nancial help, retirees must 
make sure they can pay 
their bills and maintain a 
quality of life that won’t 
jeopardize their long-term 
health.

• Examine your hous-
ing situation. Equity in a 
home is a feather in the cap 
of many retirees. Retirees 
who own their homes and 
live in locations with high 
property taxes might be 
able to cash in on their 

equity by selling their 
homes and downsizing to 
a smaller home with lower 
property taxes. If moving 
is not a consideration, 
discuss a reverse mortgage 
with a financial advisor. A 
trusted financial advisor 
can highlight the advan-
tages and disadvantages of 
reverse mortgages, which 
are a great option for some 
people to improve their 
financial well-being in 
retirement.

• Stick to a budget dur-
ing retirement. The U.S. 
Department of Health and 
Human Services reports 
that roughly 70 percent 
of individuals who turn 65 
will need long-term care in 
their lifetimes. That’s just 
one expense retirees must 
budget for, and it’s more 

sizable than some people 
may recognize. In fact, 
the Fidelity Retiree Health 
Care Cost Estimate found 
that the average retired 
couple age 65 in 2022 will 
need roughly $315,000 to 
cover health care expenses 
in retirement. And health 
care costs are just one 
of many expenses retir-
ees can expect to have. 
Budgeting and avoiding 
overspending can ensure 
retirees have the money 
they need when they 
need it.

No one wants to outlive 
their money in retirement. 
Various strategies can help 
retirees effectively man-
age their money so they 
can enjoy their golden 
years without having to 
worry about their finances.

314 Lincoln Hwy, 314 Lincoln Hwy, 
Rochelle, ILRochelle, IL

815-562-4444815-562-4444
www.rochellerx.comwww.rochellerx.com

WE CARE ABOUT YOU!
Stay on Target with your recommended immunization needs.
We have ALL immunizations available, such as: Flu, Shingles, 

Pneumonia as well as all COVID boosters! 
Walk in’s welcome, for appointment… Call 815-562-4444   

Meet ALL your healthcare needs at YOUR Hometown Pharmacy!
We carry many different types of Durable Medical Equipment, Prosthetics, 

Orthotics and other supplies such as: Canes, Walkers, Blood Glucose 
Monitors, Crutches, Oxygen Equipment , Vaporizers,  

Ventilators and much more. 

MEDICATION 

PICKUP CHOICES: 

• In Store
• Curbside 

• Free Home 
Delivery
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815-732-3252
1-800-541-5470

www.rockrivercenter.org
50+2021

* Quality Gunsmithing *
All Name Brand

New and Used Guns
• Ammo 
• Mounts  
• Complete Accessories Line
• Black Powder Supplies 

• Cleaning Kits
• Reloading Supplies 
• Hunting/Fishing Licenses

Carter’s 
Gun Shop, Inc.

202 W. 
Commanche, 

Shabbona
(815) 824-2354

50+FALL2018
HOURS: Mon. 8am-12 noon & 1-5pm, Closed Tues.
Wed.-Sat. 8am-12 Noon & 1-5pm, Closed Sun.

RETIREMENT 
provides indi-
viduals with 

ample time to engage 
in activities they enjoy. 
Many seniors spend that 
newfound free time relax-

ing and seeing the sights. 
Seniors are a travel-

friendly demographic. 
The World Tourism Orga-
nization says that, in 1999, 
more than 593 million in-
ternational travelers were 

age 60 years and older. 
Seniors are projected to 
take two billion trips an-
nually by 2050. As Baby 
Boomers and Generation 
Xers continue to retire, 
a larger portion of the 

Several travel opportunities for retirees
overall population will 
have time to travel.

When seniors plan 
trips, they have many 
ways to get around in 
style.

Cruising
Cruising can be an 

ideal way for older adults 
to travel. Cruise ships 
depart from ports across 
the world and travelers 
can choose from an array 
of itineraries. People can 
travel on cruises that are 
at sea for as few as three 
to five days to others that 
are out for weeks at a time. 

One reason seniors 
enjoy cruising is because 
it’s all-inclusive with little 
extra planning required. 
Step aboard a cruise ship 
and enjoy a floating ho-
tel complete with food, 
lodging, entertainment, 
shopping, gambling, and 
much more. Organized 

excursions at ports of 
call can add to the thrill 
of cruising.

Guided tours
Escorted tours are an-

other option seniors may 
want to consider. By 
working with reputable 
tour operators, seniors can 
engage in affordable, safe 
and comfortable tours via 
bus, train or other modes 
of travel. Tour companies 
take the work out of the 
trips by handling the de-
tails and showcasing the 
best locales. Tour experts 
know when to schedule 
meals and sightseeing to 
avoid the crowds so that 
everyone can sit back and 
relax on their adventures.

RV excursions
Travel by recreational 

vehicle is a great way 
for individuals with time 
on their hands to see 

the sights up close and 
personal. When RVing, 
the time spent traveling 
is the adventure, and the 
destination is simply the 
cherry on top. 

The RV industry ex-
ploded during the pan-
demic because it provided 
a safe way to enjoy a va-
cation and get away from 
home. MARVAC Michi-
gan RV & Campgrounds 
says currently more than 
nine million households 
own an RV in the United 
States. There’s no age 
limit to buying an RV, 
although the RV Industry 
Association says the aver-
age owner is 48-years-old 
and married.

RV-friendly campsites 
and parks enable travelers 
to mingle with each other, 
providing affordable and 
fun ways to travel.

See page 5
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TIRED OF
OVERPAYING?
OUR PRICE VS. AREA AVERAGE
Thyroid
Panel: ..... $111 vs. $409
Lipid: ...... $45   vs. $200
CBC: ....... $21   vs. $135

832 N. Galena Ave. Dixon  |  404 W. Blackhawk Ste. 101, Byron, IL
815-677-9384  |  www.valuelab-dixon.com

WE ACCEPT  WE ACCEPT  
MEDICARE & MEDICAIDMEDICARE & MEDICAID

BYRON BYRON 
LOCATION LOCATION 

NOW OPEN!NOW OPEN!
Offering thousands of tests at prices you can afford. 

Give us a call.
We are here to help Mon-Fri 7am-4pm

From page 4

Timeshares
Seniors who got in on 

the timeshare bandwagon 
early in life can choose to 
enjoy their travel years 
even further. The time-
share model enables buy-
ers to purchase the right 
to use particular homes, 
condos, hotel rooms, 
resorts, or other accom-
modations for specific 
periods of time. 

For example, some 
timeshare agreements 
are for one week each 
year in a designated loca-
tion. Seniors with more 
time on their hands may 
want to revisit timeshare 
agreements to increase the 
frequency in which they 
can use properties or to 

find timeshare companies 
that enable swapping 
properties with others so 
that different locales can 
be enjoyed.

Visiting family
Retirees may aspire 

to spend more time with 
family members who do 
not live nearby. Families 
may want to consider 
mother-daughter resi-
dences or properties with 
small guest houses so that 
seniors can stay in the 
residences when visiting 
but have some privacy at 
the same time.

Seniors have many 
travel options, and retire-
ment is the ideal time to 
get out of the house and 
enjoy time away from 
home.
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120 W. South St., Franklin Grove
815-456-2334

Baylor Insurance Agency 
815-857-2716

Stenzel Insurance 
815-456-2319
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DENNY LEIFHEIT

NORTHERN ILLINOIS CARRY
CERTIFIED PROFESSIONAL TRAINING

CALL TO REGISTER & FOR COURSE INFORMATION
(815) 501-9421 | NORTHERNILLINOISCARRY.COM

NORTHERNILLINOISCARRY@GMAIL.COM

March 25 & 26, 2023  ...................Concealed Carry and Home Defense Course (8am-4pm
 Both Days)
April 22 & 23, 2023  .................. IL Concealed Carry and Home Defense Course (8am-4pm
 Both Days)
April 30, 2023  ..............................................................IL Concealed Carry Permit Renewal
(9am-12pm) (3 hour)
May 20 ....................................................................Defensive Handgun Techniques   9a-3p
May 27 & 28 .....................................................Concealed Carry Permit Renewal     8a-11a
June 10 & 11 .......................................... Concealed Carry/Home Defense  8a-4p both days
June 17 .............................................................................Introduction to Handguns  8a-12p

Private Concealed Carry/Home Defense classes can be arranged  
but a minimum of 5 students is required.

We are offering “Countering The Mass Shooter Threat” classes which are designed for every 
House of Worship, School, Business and Family. Please contact us for futher information and/

or scheduling dates. These classes can be taught at any location.
Please call or email for further information. 

See website for detailed description of all classes
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VA R I O U S 
changes are 
a s s o c i a t e d 

with aging, and these 
can be physical, mental 
and emotional. Though 
each person manages 
these changes in their 
own way, there’s no deny-
ing that social interaction 
can benefit people from 
all walks of life as they 
navigate their golden 
years.

The Foundation for Se-
nior Care says socializing 
can give seniors a sense 
of purpose, stimulate the 
mind, relieve boredom, 
potentially prevent feel-
ings of depression, and 
give individuals some-

thing to look forward to. 
The senior living center 
Aston Gardens says so-
cialization provides a 
significant boost to the 
cognitive health of older 
adults, helping to prevent 
or delay conditions that 
can affect memory.

Individuals looking to 
cultivate healthy social 
interactions may turn to 
clubs and other groups. If 
there’s a dearth of oppor-
tunities, individuals can 
start and promote their 
own social club using this 
useful guideline.

Social clubs can meet 
and be organized around 
any number of themes 
or interests. Social clubs 

may meet to discuss gar-
dening, crocheting, read-
ing, or other shared hob-
bies. Friends also may be 
interested in doing food 
and beverage sampling. 
In such instances, a lun-
cheon social club makes 
perfect sense.

Meeting details can be 
posted in a community 
bulletin or on a message 
board at a local house of 
worship. However, the 
internet can be a speedy 
messenger and help like-
minded people figure out 
how to connect. Face-
book groups are one way 
to organize social clubs, 
as is the website Meetup.
com. The latter is a large 

How to start a seniors’ social club

online network of offline 
groups that meet all over 
the country and the world. 

The website makes it a 
snap to organize a local 
group or find an existing 

club.

See page 8
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GROWING old-
er comes with 
many perks for 

those who are open to 
exploring the benefits. In 
addition to senior discounts 
on movies, meals and more, 
moving into one’s golden 
years could offer some 
breaks when it comes to 
taxes and finances.

It is always best to go 
over tax- and finance-relat-
ed plans with an accountant 
or certified financial plan-
ner to figure out what is in 
your best interest. How-
ever, generally speaking, 
here are some potential 
age-related tax perks.

Older individuals can 
contribute more to employ-
er-sponsored retirement 

accounts and Roth or tradi-
tional individual retirement 
accounts (IRAs), accord-
ing to AARP. For 2023, 
the contribution limit for 
employees who participate 
in 401(k) and 403(b) pro-
grams, most 457 retirement 
savings plans and Thrift 
Savings Plan through the 
U.S. Federal Government 
can increase their contri-
butions to $22,500 — a 
jump of $2,000 from last 
year. Those over age 50 can 
maximize contributions 
even more, up to a total of 
$30,000.

The Balance Money 
says for tax year 2022, 
people age 65 or older 
can add an extra $1,750 
to the standard deduction 

they’re eligible for if they 
are unmarried and not a sur-
viving spouse. Those who 
are married and file joint 
returns can add $1,400. 
For tax year 2023, those 
amounts go up to $1,850 
and $1,500. In addition, 
the standard eligible deduc-
tions increased. Most older 
taxpayers feel the bigger 
standard deduction plus the 
extra standard deduction 
is more than any itemized 
deductions they can claim 
and choose this option 
when filing their returns. 

The ability to contribute 
more to tax-defered retire-
ment accounts enables 
older adults to reduce their 
taxable incomes. This, in 
turn, reduces the amount 

that needs to be spent on 
income taxes.

According to The Arbor 
Company, which oversees 
senior living communities, 
the filing threshold is the 
income that must be made 
before being required to 
file a tax return. Typical 
taxpayers who are either 
employees or retired and 
drawing pensions or Social 
Security find the threshold 
increases over age 65. 
Single filers over age 65 
do not need to file returns 
if their incomes are $14,050 
or under. Married filers over 
age 65 have a threshold of 
$27,400. If primary or sole 
income comes from Social 
Security or a pension, those 
over age 65 may not have 

Tax breaks aging taxpayers may be eligible for

to file returns at all.
Differing from deduc-

tions, a credit for taxpayers 
is available to people age 65 
or older or retired persons 
on permanent and total dis-
ability who receive taxable 
disability income for the 
tax year, according to the 
Internal Revenue Service. 
In addition, this credit is for 

those who have an adjusted 
gross income or the total 
of nontaxable Social Se-
curity, pensions, annuities, 
or disability income under 
specific limits. The eligibil-
ity levels change from year 
to year. Credits range from 
$3,750 to $7,500.Individu-
als can visit www.irs.gov 
for information.

Let us help you stay out of the Medicare Donut Hole!
Many expensive brand name drugs are available as generics 
through approved international pharmacies that aren’t yet in the 
U.S. Those medications are not included in the calculation to-
ward the donut hole. By combining your benefits from Medicare 
Part D with the low cost medications from Discount Med Direct, 
you can maintain monthly prescription costs without a gap in 
prescription coverage.

A Discount, Mail Order Prescripition Service

Sample Comparison
            Medication              Discount Med Direct                 National Chain Pharmacy
Xifaxan 550mg 40 tablets                            B: $558.87 | G: $130.00            $2,344.72
Farxiga 10mg  90 tablets                              B: $240.50 | G: $158.15                                        $1,640.00
Myrbetriq 50mg 90 tablets                           B: $220.16 | G: $175.58                                        $1,166.43
Eliquis 5mg 180 tablets                                B: $460.00 | G: $225.36                                        $1,686.54
Xarelto 20mg 90 tablets                               B: $335.29 | G: $154.20                                        $1,695.73
                                                                    B: Brand Price | G: Generic Price

Prescriptions at discount prices and a variety of Wellness products 
Available at Discount Med Direct

Prescription Required. Call for a FREE Quote. Over 12,000 Medications Available 
129 S. Phelps Ave., Suite 213 • Rockford, IL 61108

It’s our business to save you money on your prescription medication.

779-203-9993 • Fax: 779-423-2144
E-mail: jeannie@discountmeddirect.com | Web: www.discountmeddirect.com

Always
Friendly
Service
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MAKE US YOUR

First Choice
for MRI

Experience the difference
with our upgraded MRI.  

Call 815-562-2181 ext. 1350 
to schedule an MRI or visit 
rochellehospital.com/mri  
for more information.     

At Rochelle Community Hospital, we’re investing in 
the newest technology to provide you with the most 
comfortable – and convenient – experience. We offer  
the latest in digital MRI capabilities, including:

Greater patient comfort & access 

• Our wider bore provides the largest patient  
aperture in the industry  

Increased acceleration  

• Exam time reduced by up to 60% 
• Up to 99% noise reduction 

Quicker scheduling at our community hospital 
• Get an appointment sooner at RCH, versus 3-4  

weeks at a larger healthcare system 

Enhanced breast imaging capabilities

3312 River Road
Sterling, IL 

(815)626-4041

1309 N.Galena Ave.
Dixon, IL 61021
(815)285-5857

Quality Products... Compassionate Care
“Compassionate Care… Quality Products”

When It Comes To Your Health 
Trust The Professionals

• Oxygen Rental • Seat Lift Chairs • Blood Pressure Monitoring Devices
• Sleep Disorder Supplies • Hospital Bed Rentals • Shower Aids 

• Daily Living Aids • Wheelchairs & Scooters • Mastectomy Products 
• Equipment Service & Repair • Wound Care Products • Canes/Walkers

We Offer All Your Home Health Care Needs

        RENTAL • SALES • SERVICE
                    Locally Owned • Licensed State of Illinois
                       24 HR. EMERGENCY DELIVERY
           Flexible Spending Account Eligible - Ask Us!

From page 6

Conduct a search of 
groups already meeting 
within a 50-mile radius to 
see if an existing group al-
ready meets your criteria. 
If not, proceed full speed 
ahead as you establish 
your own club.

Most people prefer a 
schedule so they can plan 
their days accordingly. 
Choose a regular meeting 
time and place to hold the 
social club; otherwise, 
it can be confusing to 
accommodate everyone. 
Inconsistency also can 
make it hard to get the 

club off the ground. 
For those new to host-

ing social clubs, it may be 
better to begin with only a 
few members as everyone 
gets into a groove. As the 
group becomes more es-
tablished, it can be opened 
up to more members. 
Although it may be wise 
to cap membership so that 
things are more easily 
managed.

Social clubs are a great 
way for seniors to stay 
connected and active. 
When there isn’t one that 
meets a person’s interests, 
it’s relatively easy start 
one from scratch.  
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