
SUNDAY

39 24
HIGH

Moose holds chili 
cook-off contest
The Rochelle Moose held 
its 2023 Chili Cook-off 
competition on Sunday, 
March 12. Page 2
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ROCHELLE — At its 
monthly meeting Tuesday, 
the Rochelle Elementary 
District Board of Edu-
cation heard an update 
from administration on 
the state of its facilities. 
An ad-hoc committee 
including Board President 
Dave Casey and Board 
Member Trisha Vaughn 
was established to provide 
direction on facilities go-
ing forward.

District Business Man-
ager Kevin Dale talked 
about upgrades that are 
needed at Tilton School, 
which was built in 1949, 
that include window re-
pairs, replacing the HVAC 
system that still includes 
the original 1949 boiler, 
and replacing the flat 
portion of the roof. 

“The estimated cost 
for those things and tech-
nology at Tilton is $4-5 
million,” Dale said. “We 
also need to address se-
curity and safety updates. 
We had surveys done and 
hope to get results by next 
month for all the build-
ings. To effectively do 
those changes, we’re ask-
ing the board to create an 
ad-hoc committee to help 

Facilities update presented
District parent survey results discussed Tuesday

give the administration 
guidance and direction 
on where they’d like to go 
with this so we can start 
that process.”

District Assistant Su-
perintendent Tony Doyle 
said the district’s main-
tenance shop on Cherry 
Avenue is in “bad, bad 
shape” and is a safety 
issue for employees and 
equipment. He said repairs 
to the building would be 
in the six-figure range and 
relocating to a different 
building would be in the 

seven-figure range. He 
asked the committee to 
provide direction on that 
as well.

The drop-off, pick up 
and parking situation at 
Tilton School also needs to 
be looked at for improve-
ment, Doyle said. 

“That’s been the case 
at a lot of our elementary 
schools,” Doyle said. “At 
Tilton for our buses, par-
ents and kids walking, it 
needs to be addressed and 
we’ll have to come up with 
a plan to do something 

there.”
The district is looking 

at its facilities as they age. 
Central School was built 
in 1939 and May School 
was built in 1959.

“It is what it is,” Super-
intendent Jason Harpers 
said. “Buildings were 
built in a different way 
back then. We will work 
through the committee 
model and continue to be 
focused on this issue, as 
it’s a big concern. 

See SCHOOL page 3

Rochelle Superintendent Jason Harper recognized outgoing District 231 board 
member Eric Van Hise, who has served on the board for eight years.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — At 
Tuesday’s weekly meeting 
of the Rochelle Rotary 
Club, From the Heart 
President/Founder Dave 
Eckhardt and Rotary Presi-
dent Adam Heal presented 
$10,000 checks to four area 
nonprofits from proceeds 
from the 2023 From the 
Heart gala.

Representatives from 
the Hub City Senior Cen-
ter, Foundation for Focus 
House, Rochelle Area 
Community Foundation 
and HOPE of Ogle County 
received checks Tuesday. 
Four more checks will 
be presented at Rotary’s 
March 21 meeting to 
Rochelle Christian Food 
Pantry, Pegasus Special 
Riders, Shining Star Chil-
dren’s Advocacy Center 
and CASA. The 2023 gala 
raised $80,000 this year, 
hitting its goal to give each 
nonprofit $10,000.

“This is my favorite part 
of From the Heart, giving 
out the checks,” Eckhardt 
said. “This is the greatest 
part of the whole thing. 
This is my 15th year of 
doing this, and it never gets 

old. Everyone is getting 
$10,000 each today.”

HCSC Executive Di-
rector Diana King was the 
first to accept a check on 
Tuesday. The senior center 
provides activities, trans-
portation and nutrition for 
older adults. King said its 
transportation initiatives 
are “extremely busy” and 
did 8,000 rides last year.

“We have a lot of new 
activities within the se-
nior center, including line 
dancing classes, computer 
classes, chair yoga and 
exercises, crafting, bingo, 
birthday parties and more,” 
King said. “We’re really 
busy. If you haven’t been 
there in a while, please stop 
by. Before Connie left, she 
made a lot of changes, so 
it looks beautiful there. We 
just welcome you to come 
in and have a cup of coffee 
and say hello.” 

Foundation for Focus 
House Executive Director 
Jeni Hardin was the next to 
accept a check from From 
the Heart. Focus House is 
a residential and outpatient 
facility for youth that are 
going through the court 
system. It also has an alter-
native to suspension pro-
gram where students that 

From the Heart presents first round of checks
$10,000 donations: ‘This is the greatest part of the whole thing’

At Tuesday’s meeting of the Rochelle Rotary Club, From the Heart President/
Founder Dave Eckhardt and Rotary President Adam Heal presented $10,000 
checks to four area nonprofits from proceeds from the 2023 From the Heart gala.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

have been suspended from 
middle school and high 
school go to the facility 
and meet with counselors 
and do schoolwork.

“We also do outpatient, 
which is one of our biggest 
programs,” Hardin said. 
“We go to Tilton School, 
Chana School and our 
counselors spend time with 
the kids that may need a 
little extra help. Maybe 
they’re not in trouble with 
the law yet, but maybe a 
teacher or counselor sees 
them going in that direc-

tion. Our counselors go 
out there and meet with 
them usually once or twice 
a week.”

Focus House residents 
are in school structure 
during normal school 
hours and their other hours 
at the facility are spent 
in counseling and doing 
different activities to build 
social and community 
skills. 

“If anyone has any vol-
unteer work for the kids 
in the community, please 
call us,” Hardin said. “A 

lot of our students have 
community service hours 
to fulfill or just like to get 
out for a couple of hours 
and do some good in the 
community.”

RACF Executive Direc-
tor Emily Anaya accepted a 
$10,000 check from From 
the Heart Tuesday and de-
scribed her organization’s 
mission. RACF provides 
support to area nonprofits 
through a competitive 
grant process yearly. 

See FTH page 2

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — For-
mer State Rep. Tom Dem-
mer was the presenter at 
the March 14 meeting of 
the Rochelle Rotary Club. 
Demmer is now the Lee 
County Industrial Devel-
opment Association’s ex-
ecutive director.

Demmer spoke about 
LCIDA and how it factors 
in what’s happening in 
Rochelle, how the region 
can work together to attract 
industry, the enterprise zone 
in and south of Rochelle 
that’s attractive for devel-
opment, housing and House 
Bill 4412. 

The Lee-Ogle Enterprise 
Zone includes 1,000 acres 
in an area that runs south 
from the city’s industrial 
park into Lee County. 

See ROTARY page 5

Demmer 
speaks at 
Rotary Club

Tom Demmer

516 Fourth Ave. | Rochelle, IL 

815-440-1224 | 815-561-6861 | carolyn@brownstaxoffice.com

Brown’s Tax ServiceCarolyn Brown

Make a Tax Preparation Appointment  

with Carolyn & find out more about  

Bookkeeping & Payroll Services
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DINE-IN
PICK-UP
DELIVERY

View the menu:
Dog-Hub.com

ONLINE ORDERING  
NOW AVAILABLE!

Monday-Saturday  10:30AM–9PM
Sunday  Closed

Daily Specials

Monday - 2 Chicago Style  
Hot dog meal - $7.29

 
Tuesday - Cheesburger meal - 

$6.29
 

Wednesday - Italian Beef meal - 
$7.29

 
Thursday - Crispy Chicken  
Sandwich meal - $6.99

 
Friday - $1 off Fish Dinner or  

Fish Sandwich
 

Saturday - Double Bacon  
Cheeseburger meal -$8.99

134 MAY MART DR
ROCHELLE 

815-561-0001

SP
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From page 1

It also works with donors 
from every walk of life 
from small donations to big 
donations and everything in 
between.

This year, RACF will 
reach $1 million in support 
for local nonprofits since its 
inception. It is also prepar-
ing to announce its 2023 
community grants. 

“We like to work with 
our nonprofit partners to 
help promote them,” Anaya 
said. “I like to say that what 
the chamber of commerce is 
to our businesses, we are to 
our nonprofits and partners. 
We use the From the Heart 
funds for RACF itself. It 
helps to keep the lights on, 
pay all the utilities and to 
do things like hiring a new 
administrative assistant. We 

are truly grateful to From 
the Heart for helping us to 
be able to grow the founda-
tion. Thank you so much.”

HOPE of Ogle County 
Executive Director Ruth 
Carter accepted the final 
check of Tuesday’s round 
of donations. HOPE is the 
domestic violence agency 
and shelter that services 
Ogle County and northeast 
Lee County. It offers emer-

gency shelter services.
“We shelter on a case-

by-case basis, which really 
means that everybody’s 
situation is just a little bit 
different,” Carter said. 
“Some people just need a 
couple of days in a shelter 
just to be safe and others 
need some extra time to get 
back on their feet and build 
resources like childcare, 
employment and education. 

We help them with all of 
those things.”

HOPE also offers coun-
seling services including 
individual counseling for 
children, teens and adults. 
It has multiple locations 
in Ogle County to provide 
convenient locations for 
those in need of services. 
It also has a court advocacy 
program for Ogle County 
that includes two court ad-

vocates to help people who 
are interested in or would 
like an order of protection.

“They educate people 
about the process and guide 
people and support them 
through the entire order 
of protection process in 
court,” Carter said. “It is 
impressive to see how much 
support they can give a sur-
vivor and at the same time 
navigate the court system.”

FTH: First round of checks presented at Rotary Club meeting Tuesday

For over 20 years the Rochelle Moose has had a Chili Cook-Off for its members. This year saw six new participants in the contest on March 12. First place winner: Clark 
Baum, second place winner: Julie Laws and third place winner: Bobbie Arjes. Runner ups were: Joe Peeling, Josh Arjes and Leah Miller. Also two members, John Gruben 

and Marisol Luxton, served as judges for the first time. After the judges were done and the winners were announced it was time for the membership to enjoy some 
delicious chili, and none was left at the end of the day.

Winners celebrated during Rochelle Moose 2023 Chili Cook-off on Sunday, March 12

ROCHELLE — The 
Foundation for Focus 
House 2023 Scholarship 
Program is now open. 
The LaVerne & Margaret 
Franklin Adams Scholar-
ship Fund was established 
in May of 2002 following 
Mr. Adam’s death. A 
longtime resident of Ogle 
County, Mr. Adams sat on 
the Ogle County Board 
from 1972 until 2002. At 
the time Focus House was 
established in 1975, Mr. 
Adams was appointed and 
served as the chairperson 
of the county committee 
that oversaw the operation 

of the program. Mrs. Mar-
garet Franklin Adams was 
also very dedicated to our 
community and the youth 
at Focus House. Their 
family added to the schol-
arship in LaVerne’s name 
when Margaret passed 
away in 2020, to honor her 
great commitment to the 
youth of Ogle County and 
the Focus House program. 

The F. Lawrence Lenz 
Scholarship Fund was es-
tablished in April of 2003 
by his family following his 
death. As an Ogle County 
Circuit Judge, Judge Lenz 
elected to be the juvenile 

court judge. In this ca-
pacity he was one of the 
instrumental supporters 
of the opening of Focus 
House in 1975. From the 
bench he believed in the 
value of having commu-
nity based programs and 
was an advocate of Focus 
House until his death. 

Two scholarships will 
be awarded. One honoring 
LaVerne and Margaret 
Franklin Adams in the 
amount of $1,000 and 
one honoring Judge Lenz 
in the amount of $1,000. 
Each will be awarded 
to recipients selected by 

the Foundation for Focus 
House Scholarship Com-
mittee. 

Applicants must be an 
Ogle County resident or 
past/current Focus House 
resident from any county. 
Applicants must be a grad-
uating high school senior 
or already enrolled or in a 
post-secondary institution 
in the year of the award. 
All vocational programs 
will be considered. Appli-
cants must demonstrate a 
positive change they have 
caused in themselves or 
their community. 

Applicant must submit 

the following items: Com-
pleted application form. 
You must type or print 
legibly. Illegible applica-
tions will be returned to 
you. Include two letters 
of recommendation from 
your choice of high school 
teachers, administrators, 
counselors, employers 
or other individuals with 
significant knowledge of 
applicant’s experience 
and involvement. If you 
have any questions about 
the application, please 
email Jeni Hardin, jhar-
din@oglecountyil.gov or 
call (815) 562-5881 ext 

3433. 
Deadline for the appli-

cation is April 14, 2023. 
Applications postmarked 
after this date will not 
be considered. Please 
mail to: Foundation for 
Focus House Scholarship 
Program 

Attn: Jeni Hardin 3279 
Hwy 251 Rochelle, IL 
61068 

You may also send 
the application and other 
materials via email to jhar-
din@oglecountyil.gov 

E-mailed applications 
must be received by 11:59 
p.m. April 14, 2023.

Foundation for Focus House 2023 Scholarship Program now open



ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER • SECTION 1 • PAGE 3SUNDAY, MARCH 19, 2023

LOCAL NEWS

• Secure Entry System
• Community room with kitchen
• Activities
• On-site coin operated laundry
• On-site management office
• Dependable 24/7 maintenance service
• On-site parking for residents

For more information, please call 815-562-1404
Full time Social Service Coordinator is available to assist residents

615 N. Lincoln Hwy.
Rochelle, IL 61068
TTY 847-390-1460

Rent based
on 30% of a 

Resident’s Adjusted 
Gross Income

M A N A G E D  B Y:

w w w. L S S I . o r g

Owned and operated by Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI) offering 
apartment living for older adults in Rochelle and the surrounding communities.

0101201701132019

Lincoln ManorAPARTMENT AVAILABLE

EARLY VOTING NOTICE

FLAGG & DEMENT PRECINCTS ONLY

EARLY VOTING will be conducted at the Flagg Township Office located at 
303 W. IL Route 38 in Rochelle for Flagg & Dement Precincts only.

Wednesday, March 29 – Friday, March 31 - 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Saturday, April 1 - 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Dated this 19th day of March, 2023
Laura J. Cook, Ogle County Clerk and Recorder

03192023

Teach Kids about 
Electrical Safety!

Some important lessons include:
• Water and electricity do not mix
• The only objects that go into
  outlets are electric plugs
• Never stick fingers or objects in
  electrical appliances
• Electric cords should be left alone

Local People Providing Local Services

815-562-4155
333 Lincoln Hwy., Rochelle • www.rmu.net 01272019

From page 1

“We want to make sure 
that our facilities are able 
to appropriately provide 
great teaching and learn-
ing experiences for our 
students and staff.”

Survey
Doyle updated the 

board on results from a 
recent district parent sur-
vey. The survey saw 124 
respondents, including 
equal representation for 
each building, he said. 

“Overall, parents in-
dicated a high level of 
satisfaction,” Doyle said. 
“The satisfaction rating 
was 85 percent rating us 
in the two top levels of 
satisfaction. That made 
us feel good. People 
had the chance to put 
in comments. In those, 
topics included increased 
communication, what’s 
happening on a day-to-
day basis in the class-
room, how parents can 
improve on supporting 
the students’ learning at 
home and more education 
on standards-based grad-
ing and what to expect 
from it.”

Doyle said the feed-
back will go through 
the administration and 
eventually to building 
and individual meetings. 
He said the feedback 
will be used to improve 
systems, especially with 
the amount of change ed-
ucation has seen in recent 
years. The results of the 
survey can be found on 
the district’s website. 

C a s e y  r e m a r k e d 
during the meeting that 
he’s glad communication 
will be among improve-
ment priorities from the 
survey.

“I think communica-

tion is always something 
that can be improved 
on,” Casey said. “That’s 
where 90 percent of our 
problems come from is 
miscommunication. I’m 
glad that’s on your radar 
to get taken care of.”

Mental 
health

Doyle also provided 
an update to the board 
on student mental health 
supports. The district is in 
its second year of having 
an additional counselor 
and the ability to have 
at least one in each 
building. 

“That helps to support 
students and families,” 
Doyle said. “We know 
through society that so-
cial emotional learning 
concerns are up and our 
counselors and staff are 
working hard every day 
to meet the needs of our 
students. We also try to 
keep in mind the needs of 
our families. Counselors 
are working on different 
trainings for families. 
They do a monthly news-
letter to try to target those 
in need.”

Schools have worked 
to provide social ac-
tivities for students in-
cluding monthly family 
assemblies and staff give 
daily support through 
classroom morning meet-
ings with individuals or 
small groups. Sinnissippi 
recently started to come 
back to Rochelle Middle 
School after it was heav-
ily involved before the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

“Overall in the district 
I really like that we’re 
trying as hard as we 
can, either formally or 
informally, for every kid 
to feel like they have at 

SCHOOL: District board discusses recent parent survey

Assistant Superintendent Tony Doyle updated the board on results from a recent district parent survey. The 
survey saw 124 respondents, including equal representation for each building, he said.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

least one person to go to 
that they can count on,” 
Doyle said. “Because 
not everybody has that. 
And we’re also always 
talking about the social 
emotional needs of adults 
as well, because that’s a 
real factor.”

PLC
The board voted unan-

imously to add five addi-
tional early release days 
in 2023-2024 to allow 
for a different model of 
professional learning 
communities (PLCs) 
for staff. Harper said 
PLCs are used widely 
in education and staff 
collaboration correlates 
to student and school 
success.

The shortage of substi-
tute teachers has caused 

the district to have to 
change its model to allow 
for staff time for PLCs.

“Getting that number 
of subs again is not a real-
ity,” Harper said. “What 
we’ve settled on for 
next year is a model that 
calls for five more early 
release days. We already 
have five of those in our 
schedule and we’d like 
to strategically place five 
more. We’ll continue to 
work on this and improve 
our implementation plan. 
We know we need some 
more professional devel-
opment to leverage this 
time and maximize it. We 
may have more modifica-
tions in the future.”

Employment
Following meeting 

in executive session, 

the board accepted re-
tirement letters and ap-
proved retirement con-
tracts for both Doyle 
(after 2026-2027 school 
year) and Dale (after 
2027-2028 school year).

The board also unan-
imously approved em-
ployment changes in-
cluding rehiring first, 
second, third and fourth-
year teachers for 2023-
2024.

Easement
The board unanimous-

ly approved a permanent 
easement for the City 
of Rochelle to place 
utility equipment on the 
northwest side of the 
Tilton School proper-
ty. Rochelle Municipal 
Utilities will place two 
pieces of equipment on 

the easement, which will 
not pose any danger or 
create any disruptive 
noises. The easement 
will not inhibit any future 
parking lot addition at the 
school should the district 
pursue that.

Van Hise
Harper recognized 

outgoing Board Member 
Eric Van Hise, who has 
served on the board for 
eight years.

“On behalf of the 
board, district, adminis-
tration, staff and students, 
we’d like to say thank you 
for your service and we 
very much appreciate it,” 
Harper said. “We wish 
you the best of luck in all 
that you do and whatever 
ways you find to continue 
serving the community.”

MT. MORRIS — This 
five-day, four-night trip 
will take place from Mon-
day, June 19 through 
Friday June 23.

Double occupancy is 
$900 per person and single 
occupancy is $1,199.  

Package Includes the 

following plus much 
more for your enjoy-
ment: four nights lodg-
ing, four Breakfasts, one 
lunch, two dinners, Cass 
Scenic Railroad, Smoke 
Hole Caverns, Blackwater 
Falls State Park, Tour of 
Cleveland, Creation Mu-

seum and taxes & meal 
gratuities.

If you have any ques-
tions or would like to sign 
up prior to the meetings  
please call Barb Burke at 
815-238-8645, or contact 
the Mt. Morris Senior 
Center at 815-734-6335

Mt. Morris Senior Center announces 
five-day trip to West Virginia
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ROCHELLE — Da-
vid Michael Lepperd, 
born March 4, 1955, 
Rochelle, passed away at 
his home March 12 after 
a courageous battle with 
renal cancer. David lived 
in Rochelle his entire life, 
graduating from Rochelle 
Township High School in 
1973. 

He retired from the 
Illinois Toll Highway 
Authority in 2006 after 28 
years of service. Follow-
ing retirement he operated 
Lepperd Wildlife Service 
until 2022. David was an 
avid outdoorsman and 
motorcycle enthusiast. 
He trapped the waterways 
of Ogle County and the 
surrounding area for over 
50 years, developing many 
friendships with local 

farmers. He loved building 
and riding motorcycles, 
and all sports.

He traveled extensively 
to watch his son, Nicholas, 
play college football, and 
his grandson, Xavier, play 
baseball. David married 
his best friend, Darla Ann 
(Field) Lepperd Aug. 9, 
1985.

He is survived by his 
spouse, Darla, children, 
Nicholas (Samantha 
Wells) Lepperd, Gabrielle 
Lepperd, grandchildren 
Xavier Lepperd, Ryatt 
Lepperd and Remi Lep-
perd, siblings Thomas 
E. Lepperd II, Jerome 
Lepperd and Anne (Joe) 
Scriven. 

He was preceded in 
death by his parents, 
Thomas Edwin and Re-

gina Cecco Lepperd. A 
private celebration of life 
for family and friends 
will be held later in spring 
2023. The family asks that 
if so inclined donations be 
made in David’s memory 
to the Nachusa Grass-
lands, 2075 Lowden Road, 
Franklin Grove, IL 61031

www.nachusagrass-
lands.org

Obituaries

David Michael Lepperd

OREGON — On March 
14 at approximately 1:20 
p.m. deputies conducted a 
traffic stop at Illinois Route 
251 and Dutch Road. After 
an investigation, deputies 
cited Terry Rosenbaum 
for no valid driver’s li-
cense. Rosenbaum was 
given an I-bond for his 
citation and given a future 
court date.

On March 14 at approx-
imately 7:41 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop on 
Interstate 39 at mile marker 
105. After a brief investiga-
tion, deputies arrested Troy 
L. Neal, 34, of Rockford, 
for driving while his license 
was revoked. Neal was 
taken into custody without 
incident and transported 
to the Ogle County Jail 
where he was held in lieu of 
bond. Neal was additionally 
given a written warning for 
an inoperable registration 
light.    

On March 14 at approxi-
mately 12:28 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop in 
the 14,000 block of West 
Illinois Route 72. After in-
vestigation, deputies placed 
Wesley Short, 28, of Forres-
ton, under arrest for driving 
while license suspended, 
possession of cannabis 
over 30 grams to 100 grams 
and improper container of 
cannabis/driver. Short was 
additionally issued citations 
for operating an uninsured 
vehicle and illegal window 
tint. Short was transported 
to the Ogle County Jail 
where he was held in lieu 
of bond. 

On March 15 at approx-
imately 12:44 a.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop in 
the 9,000 block of East 
Illinois Route 64. After 
brief investigation, depu-
ties arrested Jose Valdiv-
ia-Sotelo, 21, of Spencer, 
Iowa, for no valid driver’s 
license. Valdivia-Sotelo 
was issued additional ci-
tations for operating an 
uninsured motor vehicle 
and an equipment violation. 
Valdivia-Sotelo was given 
and I-Bond with a return 
court date later next month 

and released on scene. 
On March 15 at 5:53 

a.m. deputies conducted a 
traffic stop at Illinois Route 
251 and Illinois Route 64. 
After a brief investigation, 
deputies arrested Fidel 
Navarro-Labato of Ro-
chelle for driving without 
a license. Navarro-Labato 
was released on a $2,500 
individual bond. Navar-
ro-Labato was also issued 
citations for speeding and 
improper lane usage. 

On March 15 at approx-
imately 6:32 a.m. deputies 
and Oregon EMS respond-
ed to the 6,000 block of 
East Illinois Route 64 for a 
reported single-vehicle ac-
cident. During the investi-
gation, deputies discovered 
that an eastbound vehicle, 
operated by Heather L. 
Schiller, 29, of DeKalb, 
struck a deer in the roadway. 
Schiller was transported 
to Rochelle Community 
Hospital for minor injuries.  
No citations were issued. 

On March 15 at 9:32 
p.m. deputies conducted 
a traffic stop in the 1,000 
block of North Illinois 
Route 251. As a result, 
Ashley A Martinez, 28, of 
Oregon was arrested on an 
Ogle County warrant for 
driving under the influence. 
Martinez was additionally 
charged with possession of 
drug paraphernalia and is-
sued a citation for operating 
an uninsured motor vehicle. 
Martinez was transported to 
the Ogle County Jail in lieu 
of bond.

On March 15 at approx-

imately 7:12 p.m. deputies 
initiated a traffic stop in 
the 4,000 block of South 
Lowell Park Road. After 
further investigation Steven 
D Baldwin, 60, of Dixon, 
was placed under arrest for 
driving under the influence 
of alcohol. Baldwin was 
transported to the Ogle 
County Jail where he was 
held in lieu of bond.  Bald-
win was also cited for illegal 
transportation of alcohol 
and speeding.

On March 15 at 1:45 
p.m. deputies conducted 
a traffic stop at Junction 
Way and Illinois Route 72. 
After a brief investigation, 
deputies arrested Matthew 
Hart of Chana, for driving 
without a valid license. Hart 
was released on a $2,500 
individual bond with a 
return court date. Hart was 
also issued citations for 
disregard stop sign and 
operate uninsured vehicle.

On March 16 at 10:26 
p.m. deputies were dis-
patched to the Shell Gas 
Station in Grand Detour 
(8120 South Illinois Route 
2) for a suspicious vehicle. 
After an investigation, 
Brice Reynoldson, 44, of 
Regina, Saskatchewan was 
arrested for driving under 
the influence of alcohol. 
Reynoldson was also issued 
a citation for open alcohol 
container/driver. Reynold-
son was transported to the 
Ogle County Jail and held 
in lieu of bond. 

All individuals are con-
sidered innocent until prov-
en guilty.

Ogle County Sheriff’s Department

Deputies respond to 
single-vehicle accident

ROCHELLE — Fair-
ways Golf Course in Ro-
chelle will officially open 
for the season on Tuesday, 
March 21. The first tee 
time begins at 10 a.m.

Spring rates through 
April are as follows: 

Weekdays $20 for 18 
holes including cart and 
weekends $25 for 18 holes 
including cart. 

The Fairways Pro Shop 
opened for the season on 
Friday, March 17 at 10 
a.m. 

Fairways Golf Course to 
open for season Tuesday

Stillman Bank recently hosted an employee Casual Day where employees were 
encouraged to make a monetary donation in exchange for casual dress. All the 
money raised went directly to support HOPE of Ogle County, an organization 

chosen by our Rochelle office. Pictured here are Stillman Bank Retail Office 
Manager Ryan Spradlin (second from right) and Stillman Bank Tellers Colleen R. 

(left) and Paige D. (right) presenting HOPE of Ogle County Executive Director 
Ruth Carter (second from left) our donation check totaling almost $300.

Stillman Bank donates casual day 
funds to HOPE of Ogle County

DAVENPORT, Iowa 
— Britney Salinas of Lin-
denwood has been named 
to the fall 2022 dean’s list 
at Palmer College of Chi-

ropractic’s Main Campus 
in Davenport, Iowa.

Palmer College of 
Chiropractic, the first and 
largest college in the chi-

ropractic profession, has 
campuses in Davenport, 
Iowa; San Jose, Cali-
fornia and Port Orange, 
Florida. 

Salinas named to the dean’s list at 
Palmer College of Chiropractic
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Ashton Bible Church, corner of Main and Paddock 
in Ashton. Pastor Farrel Stauffer, church phone is 
(815)453-2190, church website www.ashtonbible.
org0. Sunday School for all ages 9:00-10:00am, 
Morning Worship 10:15am, Wednesday Prayer 
Meeting/Bible Study 6:30-8:00pm.

The Bridge Church, Pastor Greg Duncan, 11038 
E. IL Route 38, Rochelle, IL 61068. Phone: 815-
562-7750. Sunday School: 9:00 am; Sunday Service: 
10:00 am; Nursery & Children’s ministry during 
am service; Bible Study Tuesday 10:00 am and 
Wednesday 7:00 pm.  Web: thebridgechurchrochelle.
com Email: thebridgechurchrochelle@gmail.com

Calvary Lighthouse Church, Assemblies of 
God, Senior Pastor, Dr. James Horvath. 14409 
Hemstock Rd., Rochelle. Sunday Morning: 
Sunday Worship & Children’s Church 10:00 A.M., 
Wednesday Evening  7:00 P.M. – Adult Teaching, 
Missionettes & Royal Rangers Childrens Classes, 
Nursery available for all services. HE-Brews Cafe 
is open before and after services. For further 
information, please call the CLC office at 815-562-
7701, or email us at staff@calvarylighthouse.com

Calvary Lutheran Church, LCMC -  “To Know 
Christ and to Proclaim Christ in Word and Deed” 
-19 Perry Road, Lee, IL 60530 (the intersection of 
Perry Road and W. County Line Road). Rev. Martha 
Uecker Nelson, Pastor. Coffee Hour starts at 9:00 
a.m., Sunday School, Confirmation, and Adult 
Bible Study are at 9:15 a.m. Worship is at 10:30 
a.m. and is broadcast live on Facebook. Go to our 
website is at www.Calvarychurchlee.org and click 
on the link there. A Grief Support Group meets 
the third Tuesday of each month at 10:00 a.m. Call 
or text (815) 824-2825 or email CalvaryLeeIL@
gmail.com with questions or for more information. 
Also check us out at www.facebook.com/Calvary-
Lutheran-Church.

Rochelle Church of Christ, Keeping Christ at 
the center in the Hub City. We meet Sundays at 
9:00am for Bible Study and 10:00am for worship. 
We also have a Wednesday Bible Study at 7:00pm. 
206 Erickson Rd, Rochelle, IL 61068. You can 
call us at (815) 562-6572 or visit us on the web at 
rochellechurch.com. We also have a radio program 
Sundays just after 8am on WRHL 1060AM. 
Minister Dominic Venuso.

Creston United Methodist Church and Steward 
United Methodist Church - Rev. Ilhan You, 
Creston: 126 West South Street, P.O. Box 209, 
Creston, Illinois 60113. Sunday morning worship 
9:00am. Coffee fellowship at 10:15am. Steward: 
507 Main Street, P.O. Box 80, Steward, IL 60553. 
Adult Sunday School, 10:00am. Sunday morning 
worship and Children’s Sunday School 11:00am. 
Contact the church office at 847-730-4370 for 
more information. facebook.comcrestonumcil 
faccebook.com/stewardilumc

Elim Reformed Church, 140 S. Church Road, 
Kings, IL 61068. Phone: 815-562-6811. Email 
goelimchurch@gmail.com Website www.
goelimchurch.org Sunday Morning Worship 10:00 
Rev. Marv Jacobs

Faith Lutheran Church –  (14206 E. Flagg Rd.) – 
“Making Christ Known Through Lives of Faith.” In-
person worship is available each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. 
or online at “Faith Lutheran Social” on YouTube. 
Worship resources are also available on our Facebook 
page - ‘Faith Lutheran Church ELCA.’ You may also 
e-mail Pastor Joy Alsop at Pastor@faithlcrochelle.org 
for more information. All are welcome to join us!

First Baptist Church of Rochelle, First Baptist 
Church of Rochelle invites you to experience 
our practical Bible services which have nurseries 
provided in every service along with a wide range 
of children’s and teen ministries.  Sunday School 
is at 9:30 am with regular church services at 10:30 
am and 6:00 pm.  Wednesday Family Night starts 
at 6:30 pm with AWANA for the 5 yr. olds thru 
6th grade.  The Omega Teen Ministry also starts at 
6:30 pm for 7th – 12th grades and the Adult Bible 
Study at 7:00 pm.  First Baptist Church is located 6 
blocks west of Hwy 251 at the corner of Woolf Ct. 
and 8th Ave. in Rochelle.  Call 562-4168 for more 
information .  Listen at 11:00 am Sunday mornings 
on WRHL 1060 AM for the Sunday morning “Bible 
Message.” www.firstbaptistrochelle.org

First General Baptist Church, 500 S. 12th 
St, Rochelle.   Phone: 815-562-5221. Email: 
fgbcrochelle@gmail.com.Website: www.
fgbcrochelle.org. Facebook: www.facebook.com/
fgbcrochelle.Pastor:   Rev. Angelo Bonacquisti. 
Sunday worship services: 8:30 am, 11:15 am 
and 6:00 pm.  Sunday school:  10:00 am. We’d be 
honored to have you join us as we worship JESUS 
and continue to grow in truth and love for God 
and each other.  A nursery, children’s church, youth 
group and small groups are available.  If you need 
a ride please contact our church bus driver, John, 
at (815) 262-4275 by 8:30 am on Sunday. “For if 
you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and 
believe in your heart that God raised him from the 
dead, you will be saved.” Romans 10:9

First Presbyterian Church – An Amazing Place 
for Amazing Grace- Rev. Doug Forsberg, Senior 
Pastor. 1100 Calvin Road, Rochelle.  Email: info@
placeforgrace.com.  Sunday morning worship 
9:00am & 11:00am. In person or streamed 
online. On our Website and Facebook Live.  
www.placeforgrace.com / www.facebook.com/
placeforgrace

Grace Fellowship Church  — Pastor Jeff Ardissone, 
2128 Il Route 38, Ashton, 815-453-7464. Sunday 
School 8:30 a.m. Sunday Worship Service 9:45 a.m. 
www.graceisforyou.com

Harvest Baptist Church 241 Scott Ave. (Hillcrest). 
Rev. Duane Boehm, pastor. Email duane712@
hotmail.com, cell 815-757-3427. Visit us on 
Facebook! Service times: Sunday morning worship 
with Children’s Church at 10 am. Wednesday night 
worship at 7 pm. 

Immanuel Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 
16060 E. Lindenwood Road, Lindenwood, IL 61049. 
Rev. Dr. Matthew Rosebrock. Church Phone 393-
4500. Church Worship 9:00 a.m. Sunday School 
Christian Education Hour at 10:30   a.m.

Living Water Community Church  405 N. Main St, 
Downtown Rochelle. Phone 815-561-6249, Website: 
www.lwccr.com, Like us on Facebook. We are Non-
Denominational, Christ Centered, Casual dress, Christ 
Centered Live Band Worship. Chris Bender- Teaching 
Pastor, Brent Braski- Administrative Pastor, Adrian 
Daugherty- Lead Worshipper, Joe Mortimer- Youth 
Director, Amanda Barnes- Office Manager. Sunday 
Worship Service- 10:00am. Nursery/Toddlers Ages 
0-5 available during the service in the Splash building. 
Swim- Grades 1st-5th worship with the adults then 
break out for age appropriate teaching. Youth groups, 
Small groups, Life Groups and Workshops meet 
throughout the year for Bible teaching. 7C’s Mission- 
serves the community physically & spiritually each 
month from 1135 Lincoln Hwy, providing lightly used 
clothing, Hygiene items, a light lunch and Elder Prayer 
open the second Saturday from 10am-2pm and the 4th 
Thursday from 4pm to 7:00pm and by appointment..  

  

New Hope Fellowship (Church of God - 
Anderson, IN), 1501 10th Ave., Rochelle, IL 61068. 
Service: Sunday at 9 a.m. 10:30 a.m., (815)561-
8400, www.NHFchurch.net Pastor: Dan Sergeant 
and Pastor Nick Tornabene.  (Classes for children 
through age fifth grade during service.)

Rochelle United Methodist Church invites 
everyone to enter into the passion of Jesus. Our 
Bible Study and worship series will be focused on 
the last week of Jesus’ life through Lent. 

As we enter the story of Jesus’ passion, we come 
to it with our own eyes, our own humanity, our 
own experience. That gets all wrapped up in our 
interpretation…. that is how faith works! That is 
how we makes sense of things, and how we come 
to greater awareness, understanding, insight and 
compassion for our own stories and for those of 
others. So this Lent, this time of preparation for 
Easter, we will enter the passion of Jesus. Let us 
freeze frame a moment, so that we might dwell….
and become not just story tellers, but story 
dwellers. (Adapted from a poem by Marcia McFee.)  
Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services are 
at 7:00 pm.  The church will be open from noon-3 
on Good Friday for the public to walk the Stations 
of the Cross.  Devotional guide provided – come 
and go at your convenience. Everyone is always 
welcome to all of our services. 

Sunday worship is at 9:00 am with Sunday School 
for children after the Children’s Message.  Recorded 
services are available on our YouTube channel and 
our website at www.rochelleumc.com.  Our services 
are on the radio (93.5 FM) on Sunday mornings at 
9:00 am.  Our Facebook page is www.facebook.
com/rochelleumc.  Rev. Dr. Katherine Thomas 
Paisley, Pastor. 709 Fourth Ave. (815) 562-2164. 
admin@rochelleumc.com. Everyone is welcome 
and loved!

St. Patrick Catholic Church Rev. Jesus 
Dominguez; Deacon Fermin Garcia; Deacon 
George Schramm; 244 Kelley Dr. (Corner of 
Kelley & Caron Rd.), PO Box 329, Rochelle, IL 
61068. Office Hours: 9:00 AM- 4PM Monday-
Thursday, Phone: 815-562-2370. Mass times: 8:00 
AM Monday-Thursday, Saturday Vigil Mass 5:00 
PM English, 7PM Spanish, Sunday Mass 7:30 AM, 
9:00 AM in English and 11:00 AM in Spanish. 
Confessions: Monday 8:30AM & 6:30PM, 
Tuesday 8:30AM, Saturday 8:30am & 4:00-4:45 
PM Or by appointment. Religious Education: 
Deacon George Schramm, Director of Religious 
Education. 903 Caron Road, Rochelle, IL 61068, 
815-561-0079; Website: stpatricksrochelle.com 
Email: stpatrick-rochelle@rockforddiocese.org 
Facebook.com/StPatrickRochelle

St. Paul Lutheran Church “Building Relationships 
in Christ, Now and Forever!” Pastor-Rev. Greg 
Hoffmann, Steven Hall, Principal, Parish Nurse-
Marcia Schnorr. 1415 Tenth Ave., Rochelle. 
Church Office-562-2744. Worship times: 6:00 p.m. 
Saturday, 9:00 a.m. Sunday. Our service is broadcast 
over WRHL 1060AM at 10:00 a.m. Sunday. Sunday 
School 10:15-11:15 a.m.  Call 562-6323 for more 
information about the school.

CHURCH DIRECTORY

Tom Demmer speaks during the recent Rochelle 
Rotary Club meeting on Tuesday, March 14. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

From page 1

City, county, state and 
federal investment has 
yielded $75 million worth 
of infrastructure to attract 
industrial growth. Dem-
mer said Tuesday that the 
area is “ripe for develop-
ment” in the future. It has 
access to rail and streets 
and sewer, water, gas and 
electrical capacity. 

Over the past few 
weeks, Demmer and City 
of Rochelle Economic 
Development Director 
Jason Anderson have 
been working with Inter-
sect Illinois, a statewide 
economic development 
organization that works 
on high-profile projects 
including drawing busi-
nesses to make large in-
vestments in the state. That 
organization has launched 
a new initiative to compile 

a catalog to use to refer 
developers to “mega site 
opportunities.”

“Of the first sites across 
the state that they’ve iden-
tified, on the list of 13 sites 
is the dual-rail megasite in 
the City of Rochelle and 
Lee County,” Demmer 
said. “It’s number two on 
the list that they’re pro-
moting. There are so few 
of these 1,000-acre sites 
with all of the infrastruc-
ture and resources and 
people are desperate for 
those. We’re able to give 
them a great opportunity 
here given the proximity 
to rail lines, interstates and 
infrastructure.”

Demmer said that this 
week, local representa-
tives will be submitting 
a request for information 
response back to Intersect 
Illinois. 

“I have to say, it’s been 

pretty satisfying to say 
how many things we have 
in place that they’re asking 
for,” Demmer said. “Giv-
en the size and capacity 
of this site, it’s one of the 
most attractive sites in the 
entire state of Illinois for 
development.” 

Anderson spoke at the 
Rotary meeting as well 
and said he and Demmer 
are working on the idea of 
the area presenting itself as 
more of a “regional effort” 
in economic development. 
He believes now that LCI-
DA has a full-time execu-
tive director, the time has 
come to “generate a true 
partnership.”

One current factor that 
could stand to impact the 
Lee-Ogle Enterprise Zone 
is House Bill 4412, which 
removed local control for 
approval of solar and wind 
development. Anderson 

has said in the past that he 
has fear that the enterprise 
zone will attract solar and 
wind developments that 
could be approved by the 
state, rendering it unusable 
for its planned industrial 
growth purposes.  

“House Bill 4412 is 
the antithesis of economic 
development,” Anderson 
said. “Tom was in the 
legislature when it passed 
and opposed it. He’s very 
knowledgeable of the 
inner workings of Spring-
field and we’re working 
behind the scenes to over-
come that legislation.”

Another issue facing 
local industry is work-
force, which Demmer 
called “one of the scarcest 
resources today.” He said 
improving that situation 
locally is a priority of his. 

“If we saw a project that 
wanted to come in with 

ROTARY: Former State Rep. Demmer speaks at Tuesday meeting

200 new jobs, it would 
cause a little heartburn 
because you have to think 
about where those people 
are going to come from,” 
Demmer said. “Is it just 
going to be pulling from 
the existing pool we have? 

We have to think of ways 
to bring in new people to 
move to the area drawn 
in by the good job oppor-
tunities that will become 
contributing and active 
parts of our communities 
and economies.”
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Guest column

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages responsible letters to 
the editor on subjects of interest to our readers. Editing may be 
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas 
will not be altered. All letters must bear the handwritten signature 
of the writer and include address and phone number or e-mail 
address for verification purposes. Neither the street address nor 
phone number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly 

handwritten, and no anonymous letters will be published. Any 
letters from boards or organizations must include at least one 
name of an individual. Any criticism of public officials should be 
limited to issues related strictly to their position or actions made in 
office, as personal attacks will not be published. Letters involving 
private disputes between the writer and a business will not be 
published. Political endorsements will be published, however 

letters from candidates endorsing themselves will not be printed. 
Letters may be dropped at the News-Leader office (211 IL Route 38 
East), mailed to the News-Leader (P.O. Box 46, Rochelle, IL 61068) 
or e-mailed (news@rochellenews-leader.com.) The News-Leader 
reserves the right to edit or reject any letter to the editor for any 
reason, and letters chosen for publication do not necessarily 
reflect the views of this newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

IL Sen. Brian Stewart
M104A State House
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0180

U.S. Con. Adam 
Kinzinger
1218 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-3635

* Denotes Chairman/President

IL Rep. Tom Demmer
314 Capitol
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

Alee
Quick

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes  bhayes@rochelleil.us
Rosaelia Arteaga  rarteaga@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                       dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
John Gruben  jgruben@rochelleil.us

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Dave Casey  dcillini94@gmail.com
Steve Builta  sbuilta@gmail.com
Ashley Jackson                      ajackson@d231.rochelle.net
Stephanie White                        swhite@d231.rochelle.net
Eric Van Hise  eric.vanhise@gmail.com
Trisha Vaughn                                      jrvtlv02@msn.com
Javier Zepeda  jzepeda@rthsd212.org

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Carol Hayenga  carol.hayenga@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas  bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Jacky Aguilera jacky.aguilera@rths212.org
Jeff Tilton  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Bobby Chadwick bobby.chadwick@rthsd212.org
Brian VanVickle                  brian.vanvickle@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board

Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodie Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Lloyd Droege  ldroege@oglecounty.org
Dan Miller  dmiller@oglecounty.org
Greg Sparrow  gsparrow@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Bruce McKinney bmckinney@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney  skenney@oglecounty.org
David Williams  dwilliams@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
Wayne Williams jwdw13@yahoo.com
Jennifer Payton  
*Tom Byro  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Steve Katzman  skatzman@essex1.com
Mike Kerns  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Mark Hibshman  
Curt Ward  caward92@comcast.net

Hillcrest Village Board
*Randy Salsbury  rsalsbury@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pittman  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Dan Potter dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Richard Rhoads  rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball  tball@hillcrestil.us
Renee Kerwin  rkerwin@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
*Bob Withrow  flaggtwp@rochelle.net
Joanna Patrick  flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
Susan Rothenberger assessor@rochelle.net
Scott Seebach  scottseebach@gmail.com
Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle  noggle62@gmail.com
Eric Gruben  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hagar  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
*Jaqueline Dickow dickow@comcast.net
Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net
Michael Scanlan scanlan@comcast.net
Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip          doobs12@comcast.net

AMERICANS 
are politically 
polarized, cyn-

ical about long-respected 
institutions and disappoint-
ed with elected leaders at 
the local, state and national 
levels. What’s driving these 
trends? I believe a sweeping 
lack of trust is a significant 
factor.

Trust is an essential 
element to strong personal, 
professional and societal 
relationships. Without it, 
relationships break down, 
often with unfortunate 
consequences. Research 
bears this out. The 2022 
Edelman Trust Barome-
ter found that nearly six 
in 10 respondents auto-
matically distrust some-
thing until they encounter 
evidence of its credibility. 
And nearly two-thirds said 
we can no longer have 
constructive, civil discourse 
about important issues. The 
researchers noted, “when 
distrust is the default — we 
lack the ability to debate or 
collaborate.” 

The public’s wariness 

is understandable, and 
misinformation is a major 
factor. In the 2020 North-
western University Medill 
Trust in U.S. News Media 
study, 82% of those sur-
veyed expressed concern 
about discerning fact-based 
information from false-
hoods. Three-quarters of 
respondents in the Edelman 
study worried about misin-
formation being used as a 
weapon.

News organizations and 
journalists are the focus 
of much cynicism. Trust 
in news fell in half the 
countries surveyed for 
the 2022 Reuters Institute 
Digital News Survey, with 
the U.S. at the bottom with 
just 26 percent of respon-
dents trusting the news. 
And 46 percent of Edelman 
respondents found journal-
ists credible, making them 
the least trusted of societal 
leaders in the report, barely 
ahead of government lead-
ers, who gained the confi-
dence of just 43 percent of 
respondents.

Once trust is gone, it’s 

tough to regain. But it’s 
critical that we all work 
to restore it. That’s be-
cause public trust and a 
news media industry that 
does its job well go hand 
in hand in protecting our 
democracy. That’s why 
my organization, the News 
Literacy Project (along with 
The E.W. Scripps Compa-
ny), is focusing on 
trust in newsrooms 
and news coverage 
during our fourth 
annual Nation-
al News Literacy 
Week (Jan. 23-27). 
News literacy is the 
ability to identify 
credible new sourc-
es so you know 
what information 
you can trust, share and act 
on.  The acceptance of facts 
is central to productive dis-
course and the functioning 
of our institutions. When we 
can’t agree on a common set 
of facts and credible sourc-
es, that cynicism cascades 
into distrust of institutions, 
decision-makers and gov-
erning bodies. The result is 

a weaker democracy. 
Then there’s this: Dis-

trust is simply bad for us. 
A 2021 study at the Uni-
versity of Bonn in Germa-
ny found that lack of trust 
in others is associated with 
chronic loneliness.

 Trust is a two-way street. 
To repair this credibility gap 
between the public and the 

press, both mem-
bers of the media 
and news consum-
ers must act.

News organiza-
tions must keep 
the public well-in-
formed and cov-
er the issues that 
communities care 
about most. News-
room leaders need 

to clearly identify what 
is opinion, analysis, or 
straight news and explain 
how their newsroom de-
cides what stories to cover 
and how to cover them. 

Improving newsroom 
diversity is imperative to 
better reflect the communi-
ty. While nobody is perfect, 
being transparent and fixing 

errors promptly and prom-
inently goes a long way in 
maintaining credibility.

News consumers are the 
other half of the equation. 
We have responsibilities, 
too. Pay attention to what’s 
happening in your commu-
nity. Subscribe to a local 
news outlet to ensure your 
town doesn’t become a 
“news desert.” Hold news 
organizations accountable. 
When they make a mistake 
or coverage falls short, call 
them on it. Be civically 
engaged. Learn about the 
issues important to you 
and vote. Most importantly, 
become more news-literate.

 What does it mean 
to be news-literate? This 
nonpartisan approach to 
media literacy teaches 
people how to think about 
news and other informa-
tion, not what to think. It 
provides an understanding 
and appreciation of the First 
Amendment and the role of 
a free press in a democracy, 
and it emphasizes a healthy 
skepticism — not cynicism 
— about the information we 

encounter. 
There are easy ways to 

learn the skills you need 
to navigate the news more 
confidently, protect your-
self — and your friends 
and family — from being 
misled, and push back 
against the kind of false and 
misleading information that 
eats away at the public’s 
trust in news. You can learn 
how to identify credible 
news sources, spot red 
flags that often accompany 
misinformation, and build 
other news literacy skills 
at NewsLiteracyWeek.org.

Closing the credibility 
gap is crucial to the health 
of our democracy. Trust me 
on this.

Alee Quick is the civic 
marketing manager for the 
News Literacy Project. She 
lives in Carbondale and 
may be reached ataquick@
newslit.org. Editor’s Note: 
This op-ed was distributed 
by Capitol News Illinois on 
behalf of the News Literacy 
Project. The opinions ex-
pressed in this article are 
the author’s own.

ILLINOIS has the 
ugliest flag in the 
union and state Sen. 

Doris Turner wants to do 
something about it. 

The lawmaker from 
Springfield has introduced 
legislation to create a com-
mission to develop new 
flag designs for the General 
Assembly to consider by 
Sept. 1.

“After more than 100 
years of the same design, 
I think it’s time to rework 
it,” Turner said in a prepared 
statement. “I’d like to see us 
take a community approach 
to create a new design for 
Illinois’ official state flag.”

Back in 1915, the vari-
ous Illinois chapters of the 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution had a contest to 
design the state flag. The 
Rockford chapter won with 
a rather drab imprint of the 
state seal on a white back-
ground. For their effort, the 
state awarded the chapter 
$25. Illinois paid too much. 

That streamer is boring. 
Really boring. 

But, hey, how much 
creativity do you expect 
from a group of all-white 
women who could trace 
their ancestry back to the 
American Revolution?

Not only is it a dull de-
sign, it’s an origin story that 
would make anyone yawn.

Just compare it to Alas-
ka’s. Back in 1927 the 
Alaska territory did not 
have a flag and the gov-
ernor thought creating 
one would help pave the 
way for statehood.  So, he 
launched a contest among 
the state’s school children. 
Benny Benson, a 13-year-
old Aleut boy living in an 
orphanage in Seward, drew 
a flag that is perhaps the 
nation’s most beautiful.

The banner’s dark 
blue color symbolizes the 
Alaskan sky and the for-
get-me-not flowers found 
across its wilderness. The 
stars emblazoned on this 

background can be seen 
in Alaska’s pristine sky. 
And the North Star is an 
appropriate symbol for the 
northernmost part of the 
United States.

When Benny won the 
contest, lawmakers award-
ed him a watch and a $1,000 
scholarship to study diesel 
mechanics.  It’s doubtful 
any of the ladies who 
designed Illinois’ emblem 
ended up crawling under an 
engine block.  Complaints 
about the Illinois flag are 
nothing new. In 1969, Navy 
Chief Petty Officer Bruce 
McDaniel of Waverly, then 
serving in Vietnam, wrote 
a letter home complaining 
about the Illinois flag.  It 
was one of many state flags 
which hung in his mess hall 
but its identity was always 
questioned, so McDaniel 
requested that the flag carry 
the state’s name.

In response the word 
“Illinois” was added to an 
already homely banner. 

Talk about putting lipstick 
on a pig. 

When I was reporter 
in Galveston, Texas, I re-
ceived a phone call from a 
woman angry about a photo 
we ran on the front page 
of the Lone Star flag being 
raised over the city after a 
hurricane.

“Do you see what’s 
wrong with that photo?” 
she hollered.

“Um, no ma’am.”
“The flag is going up 

the pole upside down. 
How could you run such 
an image?”

“Well, we were just re-
porting the news, not giving 
instructions on proper flag 
display.” 

I can’t imagine that 
visceral reaction from an 
Illinoisan seeing their state 
emblem improperly exhib-
ited. (Texas school children 
actually pledge allegiance 
daily to the state flag.)

And Texans are so proud 
of their flag they fly it solo 

with no national emblem 
insight.

In 2021, Utah passed a 
law similar to what Sen. 
Turner is proposing. The 
task force received around 
7,000 flag designs and over 
44,000 public comments. 
Students, educators, fami-
lies and more were invited 
to participate in the process 
of choosing the Utah flag.

Most of Illinois’ symbols 
(the state tree, the state min-
eral, the state animal) were 
determined by a vote of 
pupils in the state’s schools. 
Journalists aren’t supposed 
to disclose how they vote 
in elections. But I’m not 
ashamed to say that in first 
grade I voted for the white 
oak to be the state tree and 
in high school I voted for 
the white-tailed deer to be 
the state animal.

My track record of vot-
ing for winners ended there. 

After covering Illinois 
politicians for more than 
30 years, I have no faith 

whatsoever in their collec-
tive wisdom. None. Zip. 
Zilch. Nada. 

Just look at this state-
ment from Sen. Turner: 
“For years, Illinois was seen 
as fiscally irresponsible. We 
have turned that around and 
returned Illinois to the great 
state it is and our flag should 
reflect that.”

While I agree the state 
is doing better financially, 
after a big tax hike and an 
infusion of federal dollars, 
we are a long way from hav-
ing turned things around. 
The Land of Lincoln still 
has the worst credit rating 
in the nation and by far the 
most underfunded pension 
system.  Given this law-
maker track record, let’s 
take choosing a new state 
flag out of their hands and 
let the children decide.

Scott Reeder, a staff writ-
er for Illinois Times, can 
be reached at sreeder@
illinoistimes.com. 

DEAR Rochelle 
c o m m u n i t y 
members,

 When evaluating the 
candidates for the Rochelle 
Township High School 
District 212 school board, 
I can think of no one more 
qualified than Laurie Pillen. 
Laurie has been an active 

member of the RTHS com-
munity for nearly 40 years 
and has been a speech coach 
for 36 years. 

As a former student of 
Laurie’s, I can personally 
attest to her commitment 
to continually improving 
RTHS and her dedication 
to students throughout her 

many years. As a guidance 
counselor, she has worked 
closely with both students 
and parents to address im-
portant issues in the high 
school community. 

And as a speech coach, 
she has spent many long 
hours outside of the regu-
lar work day to foster an 

environment to challenge 
students and help them 
develop communication 
skills and confidence. She 
also pioneered the Re-
naissance program, an 
incentive-based program 
that rewards students for 
attendance and academic 
excellence. 

Laurie has always had 
a strong voice and electing 
her to the school board 
will provide her with the 
platform she needs to con-
tinue fighting for students’ 
needs. The combination of 
her extensive experience 
and fierce loyalty to the 
community makes her an 

invaluable resource to the 
school board, which has al-
ways strived to understand 
and meet the needs of the 
school district; therefore, I 
strongly encourage you to 
vote for Laurie Pillen.

  
Lexy LeMar

RTHS alum

Quick: We need to restore trust in news media

Reeder: The push to redesign Illinois’ state flag

Letter: Former student in favor of Pillen for school board
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COMMUNITY

Coffee Break
Call 815-561-2151 to submit names for birthdays and anniversaries

Birthdays & Anniversaries

March 19
John Overstreet

 
March 20

Jesse Lopez
Rachelle Phillips

Tom Sr. & Janet Grimes 
(anniversary)

 
March 22

Wakely Peterman

 March 23
Kristi Gonzales

 March 24
John Wooten

Lanie McPherson
 

March 25
Chaz & Kathy Conant 

(anniversary)
Liz Danekas

Shaun Rosenbach

 

March 26
LeeAnn Komadina

Kim Dougherty
Bernie & Anna Sexton 

(anniversary)
 

March 30
Grace Olson

 

Feb. 21 - RACF, $25

Feb. 22 - From the Heart, $25

Feb. 23 - RACF, $25

Feb. 24 - Dorie Golt, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 25 - Larry Hageman, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 26 - From the Heart, $50

Feb. 27 - Olivia Ankney, Rochelle, $25

Feb. 28 - Zekelman Employee, Rochelle, $25

Mar. 1 - Ed Messenger, Oregon, $25

Mar. 2 - First State Bank Employee, Rochelle, $25

Mar. 3 - Rachel Smith, Stillman Valley, $25

Mar. 4 - Tim Cech, Rochelle, $25

Mar. 5 - HOPE of Ogle County, $50

Mar. 6 - Matthew Browder, Waterman, $25

Mar. 7 - Jim & Lori Nalley, Ashton, $25

Mar. 8 - Miguel Lopez, Rochelle, $25

Mar. 9 - Hailey Thompson, Rochelle, $25

Mar. 10 - Veronica Wicks, Rochelle, $25

Mar. 11 - Jay Eller, Amboy, $25

Mar. 12 - Danielle Bettner, Rochelle, $50

Mar. 13 - Rochelle Chamber, $25

Mar. 14 - Glen Hughes, Dixon, $25

Mar. 15 - Rosemary VanKirk, Rochelle, $25

Mar. 16 - Judith Urban, Loves Park, $25

Mar. 17 - Dena Doran, Princeton, $250

Mar. 18 - Brian Edwards, Rochelle, $25

Mar. 19 - Brittany Samp, Palos Heights, $50

Rochelle Township High School FFA members interviewed recently in their various areas at District I 
Proficiencies including Veronica Vaughn in Grain Production SAE, Makayla Ludwig in Arts and Communication 

SOE, Megan Seebach in Equine Science SAE and Ricardo Rodriguez in Food Service Placement SAE. Ludwig, 
Seebach and Rodriguez earned first place in their areas and will represent Rochelle FFA at the state 

competition on March 25 in Decatur.

Three RTHS FFA members headed to state contest

ROCHELLE — The 
22nd Annual Focus House 
Spaghetti Meal Fundraiser 
with lunch delivery and 
dinner drive thru will take 
place April 12. Lunch (pre-
sale delivery only) will take 
place from 11 a.m. to 1:30 

p.m. Dinner (drive-thru 
only, presale or pay when 
you arrive) will take place 
from 4-6:30 p.m. 

The event will take 
place at Focus House, 
3279 Illinois Route 251, 
Rochelle, IL 61068. The 

menu includes spaghetti 
with homemade sauce, 
Italian bread, salad with 
choice of dressing and 
dessert for a total of $9. 

To place your order 
or for more information, 
contact Jeni Hardin at 

jhardin@oglecountyil.gov 
or call 815-562-5881 ext. 
3433. Sponsorship oppor-
tunities are also available 
by contacting Hardin.

All proceeds benefit the 
youth receiving services at 
Focus House.

Focus House Spaghetti Meal Fundraiser April 12
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State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, State Farm 
Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL
State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL 
1708171.1 State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company ofTexas, State Farm Lloyds, Richard-
son, TX

Here for 
your way of 

life.
Huber Ins and Fin 
Svcs Inc 
Shane B Huber, Agent 
221 E IL RT 38  Ro-
chelle, IL 61068 Bus: 
815-562-7011 
Shane@ShaneHuber.
com

I’ll work hard to help you protect your 
farm, with coverage from State Farm® 
that’s broad enough to meet all your 
farm and auto insurance needs. As 
your local agent, I’m here to help. Let’s 
talk today.

WWW.HUEBERFEED.COM FOLLOW US ON

Profit from our experience
• Field Management Services
• Crop Protection Application
• Spring Planting Advice
• Identification of Insects & Weeds

• Crop Scouting
•Custom Spreading
• Soil Sampling
• Global Positioning Application

Steward
815.396.2248

nutrienagsolutions.com

T
F

H
2

0
1

8

H. I. Stone & 
Sons, Inc.

Water Well Drillers
Pumps & Service

260 W. Lincoln Hwy.
Cortland, IL 60112-8420

815-756-5213
Fax: 815-756-6511

- New and Used Guns -
Low/Competitive Prices!

- New and Used Guns -
(All name brands)

Low/Competitive Prices!
*Quality Gunsmithing*

Guns . Ammo . Mounts . Complete Line of Accessories
Black Powder Supplies/Cleaning Kits . Reloading Supplies

03132016

countrysidedrainage@gmail.com

5180 S. Queens Rd
Rochelle, IL 61068

Mobile: 815.970.7358
Office/Fax: 815.562.7942

Contact
Dave Casey or
Gene Messer

03192023

WE SUPPORT ALL 
OF OUR LOCAL FFA 

CHAPTERS AND 
MEMBERS

501 S STEWARD RD.
ROCHELLE, IL  61068

03192023

Tim & Roger Bruns, 
Owners

Established 1997

FREE 
ESTIMATES!

• Residential 
& Commercial 

Concrete
• Additions

815-561-0099
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com 03
19

20
23

Grain • Agronomy • Trucking

11 Locations to Serve You!

Big enough to serve you,
small enough to know you!

maplehurstfarms.com   |   (815) 562-8723

1001 S. Main Street | Rochelle
815-562-4141 | rochellefoodsjobs.com

03192023

DINNER HOURS 
WEDNESDAY, FRIDAY & SATURDAY

5 - 8 P.M.

SERVING LUNCHES 
11 A.M. - 2 P.M.

MONDAY - FRIDAY 
CATERING AVAILABLE FOR SPECIAL EVENTS!

03
20

20
23

Serving and supporting Ashton and the surrounding area for 22 Years!

Proud supporter of our local  
farmers, 4H and FFA!

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001878

Surprisingly 
great rates 
right around 
the corner.

I’m your one-stop shop for 
the service you deserve at 
a price you want. Call me 
for surprisingly great rates 
and Good Neighbor service 
right in your neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer.  
All applicants subject to State Farm® 
underwriting requirements.Schaefer Ins and Fin Svcs Inc

Terri Schaefer, Agent
603 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7063
Se habla Español

Surprisingly great rates 
right around the corner.

I’m your one-stop shop for the service you deserve at a 
price you want. Call me for surprisingly great rates and 
Good Neighbor service right in your neighborhood. 
Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer.
All applicants subject to State Farm®
underwriting Schaefer Ins and Fin Svcs Inc requirements.

State Farm
Bloomington, IL
2001878 10102022
State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001878

Surprisingly 
great rates 
right around 
the corner.

I’m your one-stop shop for 
the service you deserve at 
a price you want. Call me 
for surprisingly great rates 
and Good Neighbor service 
right in your neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer.  
All applicants subject to State Farm® 
underwriting requirements.Schaefer Ins and Fin Svcs Inc

Terri Schaefer, Agent
603 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7063
Se habla Español

Surprisingly great rates 
right around the corner.

I’m your one-stop shop for the service you deserve at a 
price you want. Call me for surprisingly great rates and 
Good Neighbor service right in your neighborhood. 
Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer.
All applicants subject to State Farm®
underwriting Schaefer Ins and Fin Svcs Inc requirements.

State Farm
Bloomington, IL
2001878 10102022

I’m your one-stop shop for the service you deserve 
at a price you want. Call me for surprisingly great 
rates and Good Neighbor service right in your 
neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer. 
All applicants subject to State Farm® underwriting 
Schaefer Ins and Fin Svcs Inc requirements

03192023
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RTHS Golf

Kishwaukee bound
Rochelle senior Ohlinger to compete for Kishwaukee College team next year

SPORTS NATIONAL MEDALIST
 
RTHS alum Teagan Meyers medaled at the 
NJCAA Indoor Track & Field Nationals. 
 
See page 2 for more details
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BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

SYCAMORE — The 
Rochelle Hub track and 
field team battled at the 
Gary Egler Invitational 
on Wednesday, with the 
varsity team scoring 31 
points and placing sixth 
out of eight schools. The 
fresh-soph team took 
third out of eight schools 
with 59.5 points in the 
competition.

Varsity
Junior Landon Mickley 

finished second in the shot 
put with a personal-best 
throw of 12.58 meters and 
sophomore Jack Tilton 
finished second in the high 
jump with a clearance of 
1.73 meters. Senior Ethan 
Bergeson took fifth in the 
pole vault with a clear-
ance of 3.05 meters and 
freshman Caden Goodwin 
placed sixth in the triple 
jump with a distance of 
10.34 meters.

Rochelle’s 3200-me-
ter relay team (Thomas 
Koziol, Abel Huerta, 
Luis Hernandez and De-
clan McGee) took third 
with a time of 9:53.62. 
The Hubs finished fifth 
in the 640-meter relay 
(Jackson Smith, Reece 
Harris, Miles Hunley and 
Jack Tilton) with a time 
of 1:23.50 and seventh 

in the 1600-meter relay 
(Thomas Koziol, Luis 
Hernandez, Parker Slat-
tengren and Levi Waddle) 
with a time of 4:29.39. 
Hernandez placed fifth in 
the 1600-meter run with a 
time of 5:08.81.

Junior Abel Huerta took 
seventh in the 800-meter 
run with a time of 2:36.40 
and senior Landon DeL-
ille finished ninth in the 
55-meter dash with a time 
of 7.44 seconds. DeLille 
placed sixth in the shot 
put with a throw of 11.29 
meters and Koziol took 
seventh in the 1600-meter 
run with a time of 5:37.08. 
Sophomore Chris Hick-
ey finished 10th in the 
400-meter run with a time 
of 1:04.95 and senior Emil 
Rodriguez was sixth in 
the 3200-meter run with 
a time of 13:17.76.

F/S
F r e s h m a n  C a l e b 

Dreska finished fourth in 
the 55-meter dash with a 
time of 7.70 seconds and 
third in the long jump 
with a distance of 5.49 
meters. Freshman Wyatt 
Worthington placed sixth 
in the 55-meter hurdles 
with a time of 10.97 sec-
onds and third in the triple 
jump with a distance of 
9.89 meters. 

See TRACK page 3

RTHS Boys Track

Hubs finish sixth at Gary Egler Invitational
Rochelle teams bring home fourth-place finishes at Byron Indoor Preview

Senior Landon DeLille sprints to the finish line during the 55-meter dash at the Gary Egler Invitational on 
Wednesday. Rochelle’s varsity team took sixth out of eight teams in the meet.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

ADVERTISE YOUR 
BUSINESS HERE!
Great Rate - Great Spot!

Call Mike @ 815-561-2124 or email 
mfeltes@oglecountylife.com

01252021
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621 First Ave. • Rochelle, IL  • 815-562-8784

Lucky You!
The Experts at

are here to help!

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — An-
other member of the Ro-
chelle Township High 
School golf program will 
be continuing his academ-
ics and athletics with Kish-
waukee College next year. 
Senior Griffin Ohlinger in-
tends to tee off for the Kou-
gars after four successful 
seasons at RTHS, where 
he was an IHSA Sectional 
qualifier as a junior and an 
All-Conference First Team 
honoree in the Interstate 8 
as a senior.

“I chose Kish because 
it was the right choice for 
me financially and ath-
letically,” Ohlinger said. 
“I believe it will allow me 
to develop my academics 
as well as my athletics. 
I’m looking forward to 
competing at the next level 
because I think it will chal-
lenge me and help improve 
my game. 

Ohlinger will reunite 
with senior teammate 
Damen Harrington, who 
also signed with the Kish-
waukee College men’s 
golf program. Ohlinger 
spent four years with the 
Rochelle Hub golf pro-
gram, with all four years 
coming at the varsity level. 

The senior received con-
secutive All-Conference 
Honorable Mentions in the 
Interstate 8 over his sopho-
more and junior seasons.

“Playing golf at Ro-
chelle has helped me tre-
mendously because before 
high school, I had never 
played a tournament. Play-
ing at Rochelle has given 
me more opportunities to 
compete and I’m looking 
forward to more of those 
opportunities at the next 
level. I believe my range 
off the tee has increased 
over the last four years 
and that’s given me more 
opportunities to succeed.”

Ohlinger averaged 41.3 
strokes per nine holes dur-
ing Interstate 8 Conference 
play this season, shooting 
low rounds of 39 against 
Kaneland, Plano and La-
Salle-Peru. The senior 
fired a 3-over-par 73 to win 
the individual title in the 
large division at the Rocket 
Invitational. Ohlinger also 
finished fourth at the 
LaSalle-Peru Invitational 
with a 75, carding a 33 on 
his front nine. 

Ohlinger said he intends 
to begin his academics 
at Kishwaukee College 
before transferring to a 
four-year school, where he 
aims to earn a bachelor’s 

degree in business. Oh-
linger was named the Ro-
chelle Hub golf program’s 
Most Improved Player as 
a sophomore as well as 
the Most Valuable Player 

over his junior and senior 
seasons. A multi-sport 
athlete at RTHS, Ohlinger 
has played basketball and 
is currently competing for 
the Rochelle Hub track and 

field team.
“My abilities on the 

greens have helped me 
cut strokes off my score,” 
Ohlinger said. “My length 
off the tee is what I believe 

will help me the most at the 
next level because I will 
likely be playing longer 
courses, which means I 
will need longer shots off 
the tee.

Senior Griffin Ohlinger has committed to continuing his academics and his golf career with Kishwaukee 
College next year. Ohlinger intends to eventually pursue a bachelor’s degree in business.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)
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The businesses featured on this page are 

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”
I’m looking forward to serving your needs for insurance and 
financial services.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
CALL ME TODAY.

Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc 
Shane B Huber, Agent

221 E. IL Rt. 38 
Rochelle, IL 61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Diana Alanis, MDCaring for your 
family’s health from 

infant to adults.
For appointment, please call

815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct, Rochelle, IL 61068

Most Insurance Accepted

Accepting 
New Patients

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

815 561 4035!

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto  Home Improvement   Vacation

Jami Hackman & Kristen Stover

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle

H
S
2
0
1
6

Jami Hackman

Se Habla
Español

BUY HERE – PAY HERE
You Work - You Drive

1400 N 7th St
Corner of Flagg Rd & Hwy 251 N

227 E. Rt 38 • Rochelle, IL

815-562-8706
www.rochellechiropractic.com
Now Accepting New Patients!

Licensed and Insured
24 Hour Emergency Service

815-562-4937
500 Cleveland Avenue

Berg-Johnson
Electric

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

FREE ESTIMATES

“Proudly Serving The Rochelle Area Since 1945”
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Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

#4061/#83-3198

Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

101 Maple Ave • Rochelle, IL 61068
815.562.7057 •  hub-remsen.com

GO HUBS!GO HUBS!

• Collision Repair • New/Preowned Vehicles
• 24 Hour Towing • Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

We are Ogle Countyʼs
only GM Dealer!

Come visit us!

815-562-8787 • www.jeffperrychevrolet.com
CHEVROLET • BUICK • CADILLAC • JEEP • CHRYSLER

We are 
Ogle 

County’s 
only 

GM Dealer!
• Collision Repair
• 24 Hour Towing

• New/Preowned Vehicles

• Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes  

and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181

www.rochellehospital.com
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Tim & Roger Bruns, 
Owners

Established 1997

FREE 
ESTIMATES!

• Residential 
& Commercial 

Concrete
• Additions

815-561-0099
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

• Large menu of foods
• Rochelle’s famous chicken

by the dinner or bucket
• Hand dipped ice cream

(16 flavors)
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251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039
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S
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SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

200 Steward Road

800.262.1680
www.johnsontractor.com

Dine In • Carry Out •  
• Home Delivery • Pizza • Pastas • 

• Sandwiches • Salads •  
• and Lots More!

ANDERSON
Plumbing & Heating, Inc.
Plumbing, Heating, Air Conditioning, 

Drinking water systems, Water Heaters, 
Softeners, Iron Filters & More.

One less thing to worry about

621 First Ave., Rochelle
815-562-8784

Like us on 
Facebook

Lic# 055-013999
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209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8792

www.meyersfurniture.com

815.562.7300 
Delivery & Curbside Pick Up

1071 N 7th St, Rochelle, IL

Enjoy a 15% Discount 
when Ordering Online at 

VincesPizzainRochelle.com

SSINCE 1INCE 1967967

Rochelle • 815-562-3430  
grubsteakers-restaurant.business.site

Monday 6AM - 3PM & Tuesday -Sunday 6AM - 9PM
Daily Specials | Breakfast All Day 

Fish Fry Fridays with All You Can Eat Cod & Walleye
Full Bar Serves All Day | Slot Machines

14698 IL 64 (Corner of 251 & 64)

HUB SPOTLIGHT
Meyers medals at NJCAA 
Indoor Track Nationals

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

FORMER Lady Hub student-athlete 
Teagan Meyers felt that her track 
and field days were over. After 

a successful four-year career at Rochelle 
Township High School, where she reached 
the IHSA State Championship meet twice 
and earned All-Conference honors in the 
Interstate 8, Meyers was unsure about con-
tinuing her education after graduating from 
RTHS in 2022. 

Having mentally checked out of track and 
field, Meyers wasn’t planning on continuing 
with the sport until late in the summer, when 
she learned of an opportunity to attend Sauk 
Valley Community College and compete for 
the women’s track and field team. With a 
chance to revive her athletic career, Meyers 
ultimately chose to enroll at Sauk Valley and 
join the program.

“We didn’t know that Sauk Valley had a 
track and field program and when my mom 
found out, she contacted them toward the 
end of the summer,” Meyers said. “School 
wasn’t really on my  mind, but they offered 
me a scholarship for track and field and that’s 
what motivated me to continue competing 
and to pursue more education. It’s been a 
great experience so far and it’s broadened my 
horizons. I’m really grateful for the founda-
tion that RTHS track and field brought.”

While Meyers was admittedly nervous 
about her early results competing at the 
collegiate level, the former RTHS track and 
field standout grew stronger and stronger as 
the indoor portion of her freshman season 
at Sauk Valley progressed. Meyers not only 
tied her personal high jump record of 1.60 
meters (5 feet 3 inches) from high school, 
but she eclipsed that mark on three separate 
occasions including the 2023 NJCAA Indoor 
Track & Field National Championship. 

“The team has been really great and my 
coach knows a lot about track and field, 
so he’s helped me improve in each of my 
events,” Meyers said. “I wasn’t quite sure 
what my performances would look like 
compared to high school because I had sort 
of checked out of track and field. But it’s been 
really exciting and I’ve gained much more 
confidence because I didn’t think I would 
have the success I’ve had so far… It’s been 
a really exciting turn of events for me.”

Meyers competed in the high jump, triple 
jump and 200-meter dash during the indoor 
season, which concluded at the national 
championships at Washburn University in 
Topeka, Kansas. Having qualified as the No. 
8 seed in the high jump competition, Meyers 
achieved each of the three goals she set for 
herself during the meet. Not only did she 
clear the first bar, but she outperformed her 
seed and set a huge personal best, clearing 
1.66 meters (5 feet 5 ¼ inches). 

“I went into the competition just happy to 
be there,” Meyers said. “I was happy being 
seeded in the middle because I didn’t feel 
stressed to perform a certain way. It was 
a new competitive environment, but I still 

felt sure of myself and I looked forward to 
seeing what I could do. I didn’t even know 
that I was in third until my coach told me and 
I was shocked because I thought there were 
still a lot of girls jumping. I was just focused 
on setting a PR and not placing at that time.”

The personal-record performance resulted 
in a third-place medal for Meyers, who earned 
four first-place finishes in the high jump dur-
ing the indoor season. Her best jumps included 
1.65 meters (5 feet 5 inches) at the SAU Tune 
Up on Feb. 10 and 1.63 meters (5 feet 4 ¼ 
inches) at the Sol Butler Classic on Feb. 17. 
Meyers also set a new personal record in the 
triple jump, leaping 10.30 meters (33 feet 9 
½ inches) to beat her best high school mark 
of 10.24 meters.

“I appreciated everything coach [Mark] 
Zilis did for me at RTHS,” Meyers said. 
“Having a new coach’s perspective at Sauk 
Valley has allowed me to fix things that I 
had become numb to. We’ve been able to 
dissect my technique and he’s given me a lot 
of different drills to work on. Qualifying for 
nationals was mind blowing because I only 
had a few meets left to do it. I was frustrated 
during my first few meets, but clearing the 
qualifying height was really exciting.”

Meyers is now preparing to begin her 
outdoor season, where she’ll aim to qualify 
for the 2023 NJCAA Outdoor Track & Field 
Nationals at New Mexico Junior College. 
Meyers, who’s currently studying for an 
associate’s degree in applied science and 
marketing in hopes of running her own busi-
ness, said she’s currently taking her track and 
field career one season at a time.

“I’m not 100 percent sure how much farther 
I’d like to go in school, so I’m only looking 
toward next year right now,” Meyers said. “If 
a four-year university or college approached 
me, I might take the time to consider that, 
but my main focus right now is on this year 
and next year.”

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Former Rochelle student-athlete Teagan 
Meyers recently medaled in third place 
at the 2023 NJCAA Indoor Track & Field 
Nationals.
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What Service
Do You Offer?

Advertise Here

Commercial & Residential Roofing

Residential 
Concrete

Driveways, Flatwork
and Foundations

•Shingled Roofs  •Flat Roofs 
•Metal Roofs For Farm Facilities 
•Custom Built Homes  •Additions

561-0099
www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE
ESTIMATES

Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Heating & Air Conditioning

 Lic.#058-087891

Serving Rochelle For Over 40 Years

Quality Service • Free Estimates
 Residential & Commercial

815-562-8784

Plumbing/Heating/CoolingGutters

COMMUNITY BOARD
Need to get the word out about a product Need to get the word out about a product 

or service you offer? or service you offer? 
Give us a call at 815-562-4171. Give us a call at 815-562-4171. 

We can reach over 9,000 homes!We can reach over 9,000 homes!

From page 1

Freshman Miles Hunley 
took fourth in the 200-meter 
dash with a time of 27.19 
seconds and freshman 
Parker Slattengren was fifth 
in the 800-meter run with a 
time of 2:41.80.

Freshman Declan Mc-
Gee finished third in the 
1600-meter run with a time 
of 5:23.92 and freshman 
Andrew Nuyen took fourth 
in the pole vault with a 
clearance of 2.30 meters. 
Sophomores Jack Tarve-
stad and Colton Czekala 
placed third and fourth in 
the shot put with respective 
throws of 10.95 meters and 
10.31 meters. Rochelle’s 
1600-meter relay (Wy-
att Worthington, Jackson 
Smith, Declan McGee and 
Elijah Mayen) was second 
in 4:11.66.

The Hubs finished fourth 
in the 3200-meter relay 
(Parker Slattengren, Chris 
Castellanos, Alexavier Vil-
latoro and Elijah Mayen) 
with a time of 11:35.24 and 
fifth in the 640-meter relay 
(Andrew Nuyen, Caden 
Goodwin, Andrew Johnson 
and Jorge Martinez) with a 
time of 1:32.36.

Byron Boys
The Rochelle Hub and 

Lady Hub track and field 
teams competed in the 
Byron Indoor Preview on 
Saturday. The Hubs tied for 
fourth out of 11 schools with 
45 points, while the Lady 
Hubs took fourth out of 11 
schools with 60 points.

Junior Luis Hernandez 
set two personal records 
in the distance events, 
finishing second in the 
3200-meter run with a time 
of 10:49.08 and third in the 
1600-meter run with a time 

of 5:02.26. Junior Carlos 
Tomas took second in the 
shot put with a personal-
record heave of 12.28 me-
ters and sophomore Jack 
Tilton finished third in the 
high jump with a personal 
record of 1.72 meters. 

Junior Nathan Sergeant 
and freshman Caden Good-
win placed second and 
fourth in the triple jump 
with distances of 11.03 
meters and 10.54 meters. 
Senior Ethan Bergeson 
finished fourth in the pole 
vault with a clearance of 
2.59 meters and sixth in 
the 55-meter hurdles with 
a time of 9.84 seconds. 
Senior Landon DeLille took 
seventh in the 55-meter 
dash with a time of 7.39 
seconds and senior Thomas 
Koziol placed ninth in the 
800-meter run with a time 
of 2:36.43.

Rochelle’s 800-meter re-
lay team (Griffin Ohlinger, 
Jackson Smith, Nathan Ser-
geant and Irving Escalante) 
and 1600-meter relay team 
(Irving Escalante, Jackson 
Smith, Nathan Sergeant 
and Declan McGee) fin-
ished seventh with times 
of 1:47.42 and 4:15.95. 
Rochelle’s 3200-meter re-
lay team (Thomas Koziol, 
Parker Slattengren, Elijah 
Mayen and Declan McGee) 
placed fifth with a time of 
9:56.70. Junior Landon 
Mickley took fifth in the 
shot put with a heave of 
11.93 meters.

Byron Girls
Junior Alivia Henkel 

finished second in the 
400-meter dash with a time 
of 1.01.19, second in the 
55-meter hurdles with a 
time of 10.04 seconds and 
second in the long jump 
with a distance of 4.57 

SPORTS
TRACK: Rochelle teams race at Byron Indoor Preview

meters. Senior Samantha 
Sanford took fourth in the 
shot put with a heave of 8.14 
meters and junior Macy 
Ramos placed third in the 
high jump with a clearance 
of 1.32 meters.

Senior Baylie Sutton 
finished sixth in the triple 

jump with a distance of 8.29 
meters and freshman Sa-
vanna Wilson took seventh 
in the 800-meter run with a 
time of 2:59.78. Freshmen 
Rose Luxton and Annaliese 
Koziol placed fifth and sixth 
in the 1600-meter run with a 
time of 7:17.92 and 7:20.18. 

Henkel took seventh in the 
200-meter dash with a time 
of 30.36 seconds.

Rochelle’s 3200-me-
ter relay team (Bridgett 
Ramirez, Rose Luxton, 
Brisa Zepeda and Ailyn 
Miranda) finished fifth with 
a time of 13:39.91. Ro-

chelle’s 1600-meter relay 
team (Zoe White, Christina 
Jones, Arline Villanueva 
and Savanna Wilson) and 
800-meter relay team (Zoe 
White, Carmela Bright, 
Arline Villanueva and Rylee 
Jackson) each placed 10th 
overall.

Freshman Declan McGee passes a pair of racers from Aurora Central Catholic during the 1600-meter run at 
the Gary Egler Invitational on Wednesday. McGee took third in the fresh-soph race, helping the Rochelle Hub 
fresh-soph team place third out of eight schools.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

DEKALB — Darius 
Eubanks, who has spent 
the last six seasons as a 
college coach after a four-
year NFL career, and Cory 
White, whose coaching 
experience includes stints 
as an offensive coordinator, 
offensive line and tight ends 
coach at multiple levels 

of college football, have 
joined the Northern Illinois 
University football staff 
as assistant coaches, NIU 
head coach Thomas Ham-
mock announced Friday.

 Eubanks comes to NIU 
after spending the 2022 
season as defensive backs 
coach at Liberty and was the 

safeties coach at Georgia 
State in 2021. A four-year 
starter and two-time All-
Southern Conference line-
backer at Georgia Southern, 
he spent four seasons on 
the rosters of three differ-
ent NFL teams. At NIU, 
Eubanks will coach the 
cornerbacks.

 “We’re really excited 
about Darius,” Hammock 
said. “First of all, his experi-
ence as a player, having the 
ability to play in the NFL 
tells you the type of work 
ethic and the commitment 
he has. His jump into coach-
ing has been impressive.” 

“He’s a developer of 

men, he’s a teacher, he’s a 
leader and he’s somebody 
that’s going to be an ex-
cellent role model for our 
student athletes. I think he’s 
an excellent fit for our staff 
and will do a great job with 
our corners.”

In 2022, Eubanks was 
part of the Liberty staff 

that led the Flames to an 
8-5 record, including an ap-
pearance in the Boca Raton 
Bowl. At Georgia State in 
2021, the Panthers posted 
an 8-5 record that included 
a 51-20 win over Ball State 
in the Camellia Bowl. 

See NIU page 5

NIU Football

Hammock completes coaching staff with Eubanks, White
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Community Unity

2022-2023
9 Biggest Benefits
Of Shopping Rochelle First

Youth programs, 
schools and non-
profit groups 
look to our 
businesses first 
when fundraising. 

These community-minded 
businesses donate faithfully to 
local youth sports programs, 
community clubs, nonprofit 
groups and churches – just to 
name a few. Shouldn’t we look 
to those same businesses 
first when we need goods 
and services? Of course we 
should!

High rate of 
return. For every 
$100 spent in 
independently 
owned stores, 

$68 returns to the community 
through payroll, taxes and 
other expenditures. Online 
orders return absolutely 
nothing to Rochelle, IL.

Seeking health 
care in your 
hometown brings 
the comforts of 
receiving qualified 

care from people you know 
and trust. Whether it be a trip 
to the dentist, regular health 
care screenings, a visit to a 
specialist or an emergency, 
you need not travel. It’s all 
right here.

Banking with 
people who know 
you is a luxury 
found only in 
hometowns. 
You don’t have 

to show your ID every time 
you go in. You can get a 
loan from people who know 
you and understand your 
needs, whether it be money 
for your first car or to help 
your business grow. Local 
banks believe in the value of 
community members helping 
one another.

No one wants to 
have to make an 
insurance claim, 
but it’s painless 
when your agent 
is your neighbor. 

You don’t have to convince 
them that there was a hail 
storm, or that the wind nearly 
took your roof off. They know 
because they live here. Which 
do you want when you’ve 
had a bad day: A face-to-face 
meeting with your local agent, 
or a machine answering the 
phone at that big national 
insurer that advertises on TV?

Time is money. 
It’s simple math 
(especially when 
you figure in gas 
mileage.) Shopping 
locally can actually 

save you both time and 
money!

Customer service 
after the sale is 
invaluable. Local 
retailers not only 
take responsibility 
for the product 

they sold, they will often fix it 
or replace it – no questions 
asked. Appliances, furniture, 
computers and electronics 
sometimes have glitches. 
Would you rather box
yours up, send it to who 
knows where, and wait six to 
eight weeks, or just go back 
to thenice guy that helped you 
when you bought it?

Keeping it local 
encourages 
community 
growth. By 
choosing to do 
business locally, 

you help maintain Rochelle’s 
diversity, charm and appeal; 
which attracts new community 
members.

One word: Jobs. 
When you do 
business of any 
kind in Rochelle, 
it creates and 
maintains jobs for 

others in our area . A healthy 
employment rate is the 
cornerstone of all economies.
How can you help the 
economy recover? Start at 
home.

1

5

9

2

6
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SPORTS

02202023

FISH  
FRIDAY
Every Friday night
Serving 5 - 8 p.m.

Fried cod, baked cod, bluegill 

or shrimp

$13.95 - $14.95
Includes: choice of potato (baked, 
french fries or onion rings), full fresh 
salad bar with homemade soup and 

complimentary dessert

Dine in, carry out or curbside delivery

VFW 
Post 8739

1310 W. Washington St.
Oregon, IL
815-732-6851

Served Fridays 4pm-8pm
Public welcome, dine in or carry out.

Every Friday 
Fish Fry
Cod, Catfish & 
Shrimp Dinners

02
20

20
23

CATCH OUR 
FISH FRY!
Your Choice of 

Cod  Perch
$13            $15   

OR

1469 N. IL Rt 2
Oregon IL 

815-732-6761 
Maxsons.net

Friday Night Fish Fry!

02202023

4-8 pm
Other seafood available/Full menu available

Win some money gaming!

Fish Fry Special!
Pollock (All you can eat) - $13

208 N. Walnut St.
Stillman Valley
815-645-9828 02

20
20

23

Friday
5pm-9:30pm

PUBLIC WELCOME, DINE IN OR CARRY OUt.   CHECK FACEBOOK FOR UPDATES

2022
VOTED

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OFLOCALLOCAL

GUIDEGUIDE

Fish Fry

From page 3

Eubanks coached a pair 
of All-Sun Belt defensive 
backs at GSU, and the 
Panthers intercepted 10 
passes, helping them rank 
30th nationally in turn-
overs forced.

“I'm very appreciative 
of Coach Hammock for 
giving me the opportunity 
to come here and be a part 
of the Huskie program.” 
Eubanks said. “There is a 
great family feel here and 
the adjustment so far has 
been smooth. I had famil-
iarity with [NIU defensive 
coordinator] Coach [Nick] 
Benedetto from Samford, 
so it made my decision 
more comfortable to come 
here and be a Huskie; I’m 
looking forward to the 
2023 season.”

A native of Thomson, 
Georgia, Eubanks spent 
the 2018-2020 campaigns 

at Samford University in 
Birmingham, Alabama 
where he coached the 
safeties in 2018 and 2019, 
then served as defensive 
backs coach and assistant 
special teams coordinator 
in 2020. Under Eubanks’ 
tutelage, Chris Edmonds 
earned All-America and 
All-Southern Conference 
honors and ranked second 
nationally in interceptions.

He began his coaching 
career as the defensive 
line graduate assistant at 
Arkansas in 2017 after a 
four-year NFL career, be-
ginning as a free agent with 
the Minnesota Vikings. He 
was on the rosters of the 
Cleveland Browns, Dal-
las Cowboys and Tampa 
Bay Buccaneers between 
2013-16, spending two 
seasons with the Browns.

White brings 15 years 
of collegiate coaching ex-
perience on the offensive 

side of the ball, including 
five total seasons at the 
University of San Diego 
where he returned to serve 
as offensive coordinator 
and running backs coach in 
2022 after coaching tight 
ends and offensive line 
for the Toreros in 2018 
and ’19, respectively.  He 
coached the offensive line 
at New Mexico State in 
2020 and ’21.

“Cory came highly 
recommended, and I was 
thoroughly impressed 
during the interview pro-
cess,” Hammock said. 
“He’s been an offensive 
line coach and a tight ends 
coach, he has experience 
as a coordinator and he’s 
an excellent teacher. He 
has run a style of offense 
with the personnel group-
ings similar to what we 
use. His input is going 
to enhance our offensive 
staff and make us more 

dynamic, especially in 
how we implement the 
tight ends in our offense.”

White served as Hum-
boldt State’s offensive 
line coach in 2016 and 
2017 where he coached 
one of the top offensive 
lines in Division II, one 
that included four-time 
Great Northwest Athletic 
Conference Offensive 
Lineman of the Year Alex 
Cappa. Cappa earned 
All-America honors in 
each of White's two sea-
sons and represented the 
Lumberjacks at the 2018 
Reese's Senior Bowl. 
White's offensive line 
garnered seven All-GNAC 
awards during the 2016-17 
seasons, and led the way 
for Ja'Quan Gardner who 
rushed for 2,622 yards 
and 39 touchdowns over 
a two-year span.

“I’m really excited to 
come back to coach at the 

FBS level here at NIU,” 
White said. “With my 
background in working 
with a similar offensive 
system that has used the 
tight end quite a bit, I think 
I can contribute to the suc-
cess of this offense. Just 
being here for a few days 
it’s very evident how hard 
everyone here works, and 
how big of a season this 
program is ready to have.”

White began his coach-
ing career with stops at 
Chapman (2008-12), San 
Diego Mesa (2006-07) and 
Whittier (2004-06) and 
returned to Chapman as 
offensive line coach and 
recruiting coordinator in 
2014, helping lead the 
program to its first South-
ern California Intercolle-
giate Athletic Conference 
championship, NCAA 
playoff appearance and a 
final Division III ranking 
of 17th in the nation.

With the addition of 
Eubanks and White, Ham-
mock’s 2023 coaching 
staff is in place with 
the Huskies set to open 
spring football practices 
on Wednesday, March 
22.  Wesley Beschorner, 
who will coach the NIU 
running backs and serve as 
passing game coordinator, 
and Adam Breske, NIU’s 
new linebackers coach and 
special teams coordina-
tor, were introduced on 
Jan. 31. 

In addition to the new-
comers, Hammock an-
nounced that offensive line 
coach Daryl Agpalsa will 
be the run game coordina-
tor and defensive tackles 
coach Jordan Gigli will 
be the defensive run game 
coordinator. After working 
as co-defensive coordina-
tor last year, Benedetto is 
the Huskies’ sole defen-
sive coordinator in 2023.   

NIU: Huskie football team hires two new assistants



SUNDAY, MARCH 19, 2023SECTION 2 • PAGE 6 • ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER

MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE • HILLCREST • CRESTON • STEWARD • KINGS • ASHTON

203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALEMISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE
Please take notice Hub 
City Self Storage located 
at 961 S 7th Street Ro-
chelle, IL 61068 intends 
to hold an Auction of 
storage units listed be-
low to enforce its privi-
lege against the follow-
ing parties at the facility 
for default of payment of 
Rent. 
The sale will occur as 
an online auction via 
www.storagetreasures.
com on March 30, 2023 
at 10:00AM. 
Beverley Kirksy unit 
#126; Brett Melton unit 
#324. 
This sale may be with-
drawn at any time 
without notice. Certain 
terms and conditions 
apply. 
No. 0307
(March 12 and 19, 2023)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby 
given that on March 
16, 2023, a certificate 
was filed in the Ogle 
County Clerk’s Office 
setting forth the names 
and post office address 
of all of the persons 
owning, conducting 
and transacting the 
business known as: Reyes 
Landscaping, PO Box 3, 
Rochelle, IL 61068.
Dated: March 16, 2023
Laura J. Cook, Ogle 
County Clerk
No. 0316 (Mar. 19, 26, 
April 2)

NOTICE OF INTENT 
TO ISSUE BONDS

AND RIGHT TO FILE A 
PETITION

Notice Is Hereby Given 
that pursuant to Ordi-
nance No. 23-5406, duly 
adopted by the Council 
of the City of Rochelle, 
Ogle and Lee Counties, 
Illinois (the “City”), on 
March 13, 2023, the City 
intends to issue its Elec-
tric Revenue Bonds or, in 
lieu thereof, its General 
Obligation Bonds (Elec-
tric System Alternate 
Revenue Source) (the 
“Alternate Bonds”) in 
an aggregate principal 
amount not to exceed 

Village of Hillcrest 
Seeking Full-Time  

Maintenance Employee

Responsibilities: Supports Daily 
Operations & Needs of the Village, 
Year Round Grounds Maintenance 
including Snow Removal, Assistance 
with Water Collection & Testing
Requires: Mechanical Proficiency & 
Must be Available Monday – Friday 
8AM to 5PM as well as 24 hours as 
an Emergency Contact
Benefits: Paid Time Off (PTO), 
Illinois Municipal Retirement Fund 
(IMRF) Membership & Insurance 
Stipend. Salary Commensurates 
with Experience 

Apply in Person M-F 8a-5p at  
Village Hall, 204 Hillcrest Avenue, 
Hillcrest or Online at hillcrestil.us

03192023

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-874-2257

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW, USED  
SCRATCH & DENT

• Refrigerators • Freezers 
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

11222020

$5,200,000, and bearing 
interest per annum at 
not to exceed the maxi-
mum rate authorized by 
law at the time of the sale 
thereof, for the purpose 
of improving the electric 
system of the City (the 
“Electric System”).  The 
revenue source that will 
be pledged to the pay-
ment of the principal of 
and interest on the Al-
ternate Bonds will be the 
net revenues of the Elec-
tric System.  If such reve-
nue source is insufficient 
to pay the principal of 
and interest on the Alter-
nate Bonds, ad valorem 
property taxes upon all 
taxable property in the 
City without limitation 
as to rate or amount are 
authorized to be extend-
ed to pay the principal of 
and interest on the Alter-
nate Bonds.  A complete 
copy of the Ordinance 
follows this notice.
Notice Is Hereby Further 
Given that if a petition 
signed by 374 or more 
electors of the City (be-
ing equal to the greater 
of (i) 7.5% of the regis-
tered voters in the City 
or (ii) 200 of those reg-
istered voters or 15% of 
those registered voters, 
whichever is less) asking 
that the issuance of the 
Alternate Bonds be sub-
mitted to referendum is 
filed with the City Clerk 
within thirty (30) days 
after the date of publi-
cation of this notice, an 
election on the proposi-
tion to issue the Bonds 
shall be held on the 19th 
day of March, 2024.  The 
Circuit Court may declare 
that an emergency refer-
endum should be held 
prior to said election 
date pursuant to the pro-
visions of Section  2A1.4 
of the Election Code of 
the State of Illinois, as 
amended.  If no such pe-
tition is filed within said 
thirty (30) day period, 
then the City shall there-
after be authorized to is-
sue the Alternate Bonds 
for the purposes herein-
above provided.
The forms of petition are 
available to any individ-
ual requesting one from 
the office of the City 
Clerk.
By order of the Council of 

the City.
Dated this 13th day of 
March, 2023. 
/s/  Rose Huéramo
City Clerk, City of Ro-
chelle, Ogle and Lee 
Counties, Illinois
No. 0317
(March 19, 2023)

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.”

113 113 
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 

and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119 119 
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.”

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

FURMAN’S Lawn Care 
and Tree Work. Mowing, 
bushes, spring clean up, 
weeding and much more. 
Call Jeremy Furman 815-
761-9619. Please leave 
a message will return 
call ASAP. Fully insured, 
in business since 1999. 
Servicing Rochelle and 
surrounding areas.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, unless 
licensed or holding a 
permit as a childcare 
facility, may cause 
to be published any 
advertisement soliciting 
a child care service. A 
childcare facility that is 
licensed or operating 
under a permit issued by 
the Illinois Department 
of Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 

services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any parent 
or guardian to verify the 
validity of the license of 
any facility before placing 
a child in its care.

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.com

ANTIQUES WANTED: I 
pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, I’m 
interested in looking! Call 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 815-562-
4171 (8AM-NOON ONLY) 
Rochelle News Leader.  

FOR SALE Sterling silver 
spoons. Snow White 
& The Seven Dwarfs - 
$35.00. Six Easter designs 
- $12.00 each. Call 815-

246-9593. (03-20-23)

LIKE NEW ProForm 
CrossWalk Fit 415 
Treadmill. Includes user’s 
manual. $200. Call Joyce 
815-456-2839. (03-22-23)

405 405 
  HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein 
is subject to the 
Federal Fair Housing 
Act, which makes it 
illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation or 
discrimination. We will 
not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of 
the law. All persons are 
hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are 
available on an equal 
opportunity basis.
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SPORTS
T-Byrd Lanes

T-Byrd Lanes recently recognized eight local league bowlers with awards. Noah McKinney (Week 16), Kiera Hopp (Week 18), Bryson Stewart (Week 19) and Landric 
Messer (Week 19) all received Youth Bowler of the Week honors, while Sam Tracey (Week 10) and Evin Odle (Week 12) earned High School Bowler of the Week honors. 

Zachary Waddle and Logan Frye were named February Youth League and High School League Bowlers of the Month.

Local bowlers take home Youth League and High School League honors from T-Byrd Lanes

(COURTESY PHOTOS)
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Yes, please start or renew my subscription!

Enclosed is my $_________ check payment for the option marked below

12-Month Subscription for $118.77

Name: ____________________ Phone: __________________

Address: ___________________________________________

Email: _____________________________________________
Offer Expires March 31, 2023

Mail form and check to PO Box 46, Rochelle, IL 61068 or drop off and pay at 211 Hwy 38 E., Rochelle
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