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County considers selling marina

Gordon Woods
gwoods@theclintonjournal.com

WELDON — OSF 
Healthcare plans to restart 
its Peace Meal program 
serving the Weldon area.  
Peace Meal has not been 
available there since the 

beginning of state COVID 
restrictions in 2020.

The first meal of the 
new Weldon Peace Meal 
program is scheduled 
for Wednesday, April 12 
from 10:30 a.m.-noon.

The Peace Meal 
program helps provide 
senior citizens with meals 
served at central locations 
and also through some 
home delivery.  OSF took 
over responsibility of the 
program in December 
2020.  It serves seniors in 
Champaign, DeWitt, Ford 
Iroquois, McLean, Piatt 
and Livingston counties.

Peace Meal coordinator 
for the Weldon area Dee 

Ryan said she hoped 
they would serve at least 
30-40 seniors at Weldon 
Village Hall for the first 
scheduled meal of the 
restarted program.  The 
Weldon program also is 
open to seniors living 
in the Cisco, DeLand, 
DeWitt and Lane areas.

The OSF program is an 
expansion of the previous 
Peace Meal service, 
which operated just once 
a month.  OSF Peace 
Meal will serve meals five 
days a week.

Activities, including 
BINGO, also will be 
offered during the daily 
meals at the village hall, 

Ryan said.  
OSF Peace Meal served 

nearly 300,000 meals in 
2021 with more than 1,600 
seniors receiving meals 
every day in the counties 
the program serves.  The 
meals contain a third of 
the daily adult nutrition 
requirements.  People 
age 60 and older are 
encouraged to participate.

OSF also works with 
several organizations, 
including transportation 
providers, home care 
agencies, food pantries, 
care centers and the 
University of Illinois 
Extension to receive and 
provide referrals to get 

seniors resources and 
services they need.

The suggested donation 
is $3.50 per meal.  The 
meals are intended to be 
low-cost to help seniors 
affected by increasing 
costs.  Peace Meal is 
partially funded through 
the Older Americans 
Act and State of Illinois 
general revenue funds.

No one is ever refused 
meals or services because 
of an inability to donate.  
Illinois Link is accepted 
at all Peace Meal sites.

Questions may be 
directed to Dee Ryan at 
(217) 736-2494.

OSF Peace Meal senior program restarting in Weldon in April

Katy O’Grady-Pyne
kpyne@theclintonjournal.com

CLINTON — Clinton 
High School senior Alexa 
Harris and Maroa-Forsyth 
senior Jack Horve spoke 
with the Clinton board of 
education on March 22 
about the Central Illinois 
CEO program which, 
in addition to CHS and 
M-F students, is open to 
students in Farmer City 
and Warrensburg-Latham. 

This is the fourth year 
of the program, open to 
juniors and seniors, to 
learn business concepts, 
life skills, and more. The 
goal is to teach students 
business concepts and 
give them the opportunity 
to apply them, explained 
program facilitator 
Melanie Brown. 

Reviews of the program 
have illustrated students’ 
pride in their communities 
as well as increased 
intent to remain in their 
communities.

Brown said when 
students start the program, 
only about 30 percent 
plan to remain in their 
hometown after they 
finish school. However, 
when they complete the 
year-long program, that 
increases to 80 percent. 

By visiting different 
businesses and business 
leaders during the 
program, students see the 
different employment, 
occupation, and economic 
opportunities their 
communities offer, Brown 
said.

“It is a wonderful 
program that not only 
teaches them business 
concepts and helps them 
launch their own business, 
but it helps them gain 
an appreciation for the 
community in which they 
are raised.”

Harris told the board 
she joined the program 
after having a friend in 
the program, adding she 
has found inspiration from 
local business leaders.

“Joining (the program) 
has been a really great 
experience for me,” said 
Harris. She believes her 
public speaking skills 
have greatly improved 
since starting the program 
and she enjoys the site 
visits to local and area 
businesses.

Each student in the CEO 
program creates a business 
during the final semester. 
Harris is creating a vintage 
clothing business.

       See SCHOOLS / A2

CEO 
program 
introduces 
students to 
business

Gordon Woods / Journal

Pro-Ag Resolution
Grace Clark, manager of the DeWitt County Farm Bureau, visited the county board on Mar. 23.  Clark urged board members to support the 
Pro-Agriculture Resolution listing on the board’s agenda.  “This seems fitting because we are celebrating National Ag Month,” Clark said.  The 
resolution acknowledges the important contribution agriculture makes to the county and the nation.  DeWitt County Farm Bureau has about 2,000 
members, including 443 farmers.  The board approved the resolution.

Gordon Woods
gwoods@theclintonjournal.com

CLINTON — The 
county is considering 
selling the Clinton Lake 
marina.  On Mar. 23, 
county board members 
voted to have the 90.55 
acres plus buildings and 
property on the site the 
county owns appraised.  
Discussion about the 
merits of the plan 
followed.

Board chairman Dan 
Matthews was advised 
by state’s attorney Dan 
Markwell to have the 
appraisal conducted, 
along with several other 
items, to prepare for a 
possible sale.  

“People are starting to 
ask us what we’re going 
to do,” Matthews said.  
“We’ve already shared 
it in a number of other 
meetings.”

He said he was looking 
for approval to “continue 
down this path.”

“I think everyone agrees, 
we need to get out of the 
day-to-day operations of 
the marina,” Matthews 
said.  “Talking with these 
appraisers, talking to a 
gentleman out of New 
York who works with 
selling marinas all across 
the United States and 
even overseas, every one 
of them is recommending 
we don’t do a lease.”

Since the county first 
assumed ownership of the 
Clinton Lake marina from 
Exelon, it has contracted 
with various management 
firms to oversee the 
facility.

Matthews said, based 
on advice he received, a 
lease restricts the ability 
of the marina operators to 
fully invest in developing 
a successful facility.

While the county has 
over the years funded 
improvements to the 
marina, officials often 
have been hampered by 
the cost of maintaining 
the facility.  Some 
projects have involved 
major renovation of aging 
systems, such as the 
marina waste treatment 
plant, and unexpected, 
expensive work to make 
the site ADA compliant.

These were in addition 
to the periodic work 
performed to the marina’s 
docks and recent 
replacement of the marina 
breakwater.

Board member John 
Werts asked if it would 
be better to offer each 

component of the marina 
separately as individual 
contracts.  He suggested a 
“hybrid” plan.

“…Hiring someone to 
manage the facility, take 
the gas dock, offer it to 
the highest bidder, the 
restaurant to the highest 
bidder, the mechanical 
shop to the highest 
bidder,” Werts suggested.

He felt the option would 
mean the county would 
receive more of the 
revenue.

Board vice chairman 
Terry Ferguson said the 
board considered such 
an arrangement several 
years ago.  

 See COUNTY / A3

Costs to maintain,
improve facility
prompt discussion

File photo / Journal
Clinton Lake marina
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Horve has created Sun 
Soaps, a business that sells 
hand and bar soaps. 

“This program has given 
me a head start,” said 
Horve. “I want to keep 
studying business and I 
feel like I’m a step ahead 
of other students (entering 
college).”

“We get to have a taste 
of learning in a non-
traditional setting,” added 
Harris. 

Students get the 
opportunity to meet 
with local bankers with 
their business financials 
and request a grant for 
seed money to start 
their businesses, Brown 
explained. 

Two hours of credit 
is earned for the 
participating students 
who can also earn college 
credit through Western 
Illinois University.

“It’s a wonderful life 

experience,” said Brown.
The students will 

host a trade show for 
all of their businesses 
on May 2 at Hickory 
Point Mall in Forsyth. 

In other business, the 
board:

Approved $72,121.90 
for bleacher repairs at 
Clinton Junior High 
School.

Approved April 25 for 
the board’s organizational 
meeting.

Approved the 
consolidated district plan 
for federal grant money.

Heard updates on 
the health/life safety 
amendments and facilities 
planning.

Learned there are 15 
applicants for the director 
of teaching and learning 
position with the district. 
“I’m very optimistic and 
excited” about the person 

the district will hire, 
said superintendent Curt 
Nettles. 

Approved the 
following employments, 
appointments, and 
transfers, pending 
background checks: 
Jennifer Dial, M Squad 
coach; Ron Rhoades, 
district maintenance; 

William Wheeler, 
custodian; Kay Riddle, 
food service; Michael 
Parac, custodian; 
Walker Liebach, 
maintenance; Alaina 
Russell paraprofessional; 
Kendra Stephenson, 
paraprofessional, Missy 
Koeppel, unit office; 
Eva Speed, food service; 
Tim Brilley, CJHS PE; 
Ron Bass, CHS PE; 
Candace Tresnak, CHS 
science; Nathan Logan, 
CHS science; Carrissa 
Messenger, transportation.

Featured here are the 2022-23 Teacher 
of the Year candidates for Clinton School 
District. 

The candidates this year are role 
models and leaders who demonstrate the 
characteristics of effective educators. 

Residents are encourage to write letters 
of support for any of these candidates. 
Letters should be sent to TOY Committee 
c/o Jessie Peterson, CES, 701 Illini Dr., 
Clinton, IL 61727. Or, letters may be sent 
to: jpeterson@cusd15.org. Letters must 
be received by April 6.

Ginger Morgan 
is a K/1st special 
education teacher 
at Lincoln School.  
Ginger graduated from 
Decatur Christian then 
went on to Western 
Illinois University, 
graduating magna 
cum laude after 
majoring in special education and early 
childhood education.  She taught for 9 
years in Decatur Public Schools before 
moving to Clinton in 2016.  All 16 years 
have been in self-contained classrooms 
teaching students with moderate - severe 
disabilities.  She is married to Bryan, 
who serves and protects with the Illinois 
State Police.  They have three children 
- McKegan (9th), Kaidyn (6th) and 
Madelyn (4th) who all attend Clinton 
schools.  Ginger has served on various 
committees including CEA. Her most 
recent community activities include 
creating a fully accessible playground at 
Lincoln School and raising money for the 
Special Olympics by participating in the 
Polar Plunge.

Haley Bevans is 
currently teaching 
6th Grade science at 
Clinton Junior High.  
She is a Clinton native, 
graduating in the CHS 
class of 2005.  Haley 
attended Illinois State 
University in Normal, 
receiving her Bachelor of Science in 
Elementary Education in 2009. She earned 
a Master’s degree in Curriculum and 
Instruction from Illinois State University 
and added 48 additional hours specializing 
in middle school courses. The 2022-
2023 school year marks her 14th year 
of teaching. She met her husband, Jake 
Bevans, owner of BEVCO construction 
while attending ISU.  Together they 
reside in Clinton and have three children.  
Brylee is currently a fourth grader at CES, 
Gunnar is a first grader at Lincoln School 
and Raelyn is kindergartner at Lincoln 
School.  She currently serves on a variety 
of committees including the CJHS PBIS 
team, CEA building representative 
and CEA American Education Week 
chair.  Haley loves spending time with 
her family, attending church, traveling 
and spending time outdoors during the 
summer months and helping coach her 
children’s sport teams.  

Sheila Wayne is 
finishing her 31st year 
teaching at Clinton Jr 
High School.  Sheila 
graduated from 
Clinton Community 
School District, 
earned her Bachelor 
of Science degree in 
Elementary Education from Southern 
Illinois University in Carbondale, and 
her Masters degree in Curriculum and 
Instruction for Illinois State University.  
She is married to Jerry Wayne, principal 
at Clinton High School.  They have two 
children, Victoria, a 3rd year veterinary 
student at Mizzou, and Garrett, who 
attends Eureka College and is a chemistry 

major in pre-med. Sheila has served on a 
variety of school and district committees 
during her 31 year career. She is currently 
the CEA president and serves on the 
CJHS Building Solutions team. 

Colleen Schutte is a 
mathematics teacher at 
Clinton High School. 
Colleen graduated from 
Mahomet -Seymour 
High School, and 
earned her Bachelor’s 
degree in Mathematics 
Secondary Education 
from Illinois State 
University in 2012. She taught junior 
high math at Villa Grove Community 
School District before moving out of 
state for a short time. After returning 
to Illinois, Colleen began teaching at 
Clinton High School in 2015. In her time 
here, Colleen has served on various high 
school committees. She is married to 
Seth Schutte, who is a Chaplain in the 
United States Army, and he serves as the 
Pastor at Elwin and Zion Chapel United 
Methodist Churches. They have two sons, 
ages 6 and 3.

Phyllis Marquis is 
a health and physical 
education teacher 
at Clinton Junior 
High School. Phyllis 
graduated from St. 
Teresa High School 
in Decatur, and then 
attended Millikin 
University, where she earned her Bachelor 
of Science degree in Physical Education 
and graduated in 1990. Phyllis then 
earned her Masters of Science in Health 
Education at Illinois State University in 
2005. She started teaching in Wapella in 
the fall of 1990 and then became part of 
the Clinton Junior High staff in 1994 after 
the consolidation of the two districts. The 
2022-2023 school year is her 33rd year of 
teaching. She is married to Phil Marquis, 
who is retired from Caterpillar. Together 
they have one son, Beau who is currently 
a Junior at Illinois State University and 
they reside in Warrensburg.  Over her 33 
years of teaching, Phyllis has served on 
a number of various building and district 
committees, held coaching positions, and 
is very active in the CEA at Clinton. She 
also has served as a volunteer and has 
had various roles on committees in the 
community in which she lives and goes 
to church.

Zach Freed is an 
English teacher at 
Clinton High School. 
He has taught in the 
district since 2015. 
Zach graduated from 
Lexington High 
School and earned 
a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in English teacher Education from 
Illinois State University in 2011. In 2020 
he completed a Master of Science degree 
in English studies from Illinois State, and 
Zach is currently finishing a Master’s 
degree in educational administration 
from Southern Illinois University at 
Edwardsville. Zach lives in Lexington 
with his wife, Brittany, two daughters, 
Harper and Cora, and son, Rhys. Zach is 
currently the teacher leader of the high 
school’s Freshmen Learning Community, 
in which he and other staff work to create 
programs to help students transition 
successfully into high school.

Schools / from page A1 Teacher of the Year 2023 
Nominees

CLINTON — The C.H. 
Moore Homestead and 
DeWitt County Museum 
will open its doors for the 
2023 season on Saturday, 
April 1.

That date will also 
mark the premiere of the 
museum’s new exhibit, 
“Historical Houses of 
DeWitt County,” which 
is included in the daily 
museum tours.

The C.H. Moore 
Homestead and DeWitt 

County Museum and 
Museum Gift Shop hours 
are Tuesday-Saturday 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. and 1 
p.m.-5 p.m. on Sundays.  
Admission is $5 for 
adults, ages 12-18 $2, and 
free admission for ages 
11 and under as well as 
those who support the 
DeWitt County Museum 
Association through 
annual membership. 

Tours begin upon arrival 
(no reservations necessary) 

and include the fully 
period-furnished Victorian 
mansion, carriage barn, 
spring house, covered 
bridge, and three large 
buildings exhibiting farm 
implements, antique cars, 
railroad items, and more.

 To learn more about the 
C.H. Moore Homestead 
DeWitt County Museum 
or to book a group tour, 
please call the museum at 
217-935-6066. 

The Clinton Journal’s May 26 edition will  
include thank you notes to our teachers  

in appreciation of all they do!
Include your thank you note to the teacher who 

has made an impact on you. Your thank you 
note will be included in the MAY 26 EDITION 

of the Clinton Journal. 
Your favorite teacher can still be working or retired, 

living or deceased. We just want to share your thanks 
with those who’ve made an impact on you!

Email your thank you notes to:  
kpyne@theclintonjournal.com or  
mail or drop them off at our office,  

111 S. Monroe St., Clinton, IL 61727

Help us celebrate our educators!
Deadline to include your thank you is 4-28-23.

111 S. Monroe St., Clinton, IL 61727 • P: (217) 935-3171  • www.theclintonjournal.com
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CLINTON – The 
Friends of Warner Library 
will host their spring book 
sale on Friday, April 21 
from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. and 
Saturday, April 22 from 9 
a.m.-3 p.m. The sale will 
take place in the Revere 
Ware Room, located on 
the lower level of the 
Vespasian Warner Public 
Library, in Clinton. 

Shoppers will find 
bargains on books, 
movies, and more. The 
popular $1 bag sale will 
also make its return on 
Saturday. All shoppers 
should plan to bring their 
own bags to the book sale.

Proceeds from the 
sale go towards library 
programs and projects. 
Contact the library if you 
are interested in becoming 
a member of the Friends 
of Warner Library.

April Calendar of Events
The library offers a 

variety of in-person, 
virtual, and grab ‘n go 
events each month. All 
library events are free 
and open to the public, 

but advance registration 
is required for events 
marked with an *. Visit the 
library’s website at www.
vwarner.org, Facebook 
page @VespasianWarner, 
or call 217-935-5174 
to learn more about the 
events listed below.

Ducks in a Puddle Board 
on the Children’s Floor 
(All Ages) All Month

Seed Starting in Peat 
Pots Grab ‘n Go Kit (All 
Ages) Begins Sat. 4/1

Family Storytimes 
Continue (Ages 0-5 & 
Caregivers) Every Wed. 
and Fri. at 10am

*AARP Tax Aide (Adult) 
Continues through 4/15

*Learn to Play the 
Ukulele (Ages 10-Adult) 
Session 2 Begins Thu. 4/6 
at 5:30 p.m.

*Social Security 101 
(Adult) Tue. 4/11 at 4:30 
p.m.

*Learn the Art of Book 
Folding (Ages 6 – Adult) 
Sat. 4/15 at 10 a.m.

*Grow Your Own Grass 
Pet (All-Ages) Mon. 4/17 
3:45 p.m.

Jigsaw Puzzle Swap (All 

Ages) Drop Off: 4/17-
4/29 Swap: 5/2-5/5 1:30-
6:30 p.m.

*Book Club (Adult) Tue. 
4/18 at 6 p.m.

Friends of Warner 
Library Spring Book Sale 
(All Ages) Fri. 4/21 9 
a.m.-4 p.m.

Friends of Warner 
Library Spring Book Sale 
(All Ages) Sat. 4/22 9 
a.m.-3 p.m.

Master Naturalist Nature 
Nook: White-Tailed Deer 
(All Ages) Mon. 4/24 
from 3-5 p.m.

*Gardening Webinar: 
Sequence of Blooms- Tue. 
4/25 at 1:30 p.m. (Adult)

*4H STEM-Mania! 
(Grades 3-5) Wed. 4/26 
2:45 p.m.

The library is open 
Monday-Thursday from 9 
a.m.-7 p.m., Friday from 9 
a.m.-4 p.m., and Saturday 
from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Hours 
are subject to change. 
For more information 
about the event above or 
any library services, visit 
www.vwarner.org or call 
(217) 935-5174.

Friends of Warner Library book 
sale scheduled for April  21&22

Clinton Police 
Department

Citation
03/18/23
Austin M. Moore 

22, Clinton Operating 
Uninsured Motor Vehicle. 
Notice to Appear issued.

On 03/17/23 Clinton 
Police arrested Jared K. 
Gambrel 31, Clinton for 
Driving while License 
Suspended and Operating 
Uninsured Motor Vehicle. 
Gambrel was released on a 
Notice to Appear in Court.

On 03/17/23 Clinton 
Police arrested Dominique 
M. Williams 33, Chicago 
for Driving while License 
Suspended. Williams was 
released on a Notice to 
Appear in Court.

On 03/17/23 Clinton 
Police arrested Christopher 
M. Underwood 26, Clinton 
on a DeWitt County 
Warrant and Resisting/
Obstructing a Peace 
Officer. Underwood was 
transported to the DeWitt 
County Jail and released 

to Corrections.
On 03/18/23 Clinton 

Police investigated a Hit 
& Run accident at Van 
Buren & Madison. A 
vehicle driven by Ryan 
H. Dalton 54, Clinton was 
eastbound on Van Buren 
and was stopped at the 
stop light. A vehicle driven 
by Arginaldo Ramirez-
Velazquez 40, Clinton was 
eastbound on Van Buren 
and did not get stopped 
in time and collided 
with Dalton. Ramirez-
Velazquez walked away 
from the scene and was 
located a few minutes later. 
Ramirez-Velazquez was 
arrested for Driving Under 
the Influence of Alcohol, 
Driving while License 
Suspended, Operating 
Uninsured Motor Vehicle 
and Leaving the Scene of a 
property damage accident. 
Ramirez-Velazquez was 
transported to the DeWitt 
County Jail and released 
to Corrections.

On 03/18/23 Clinton 
Police arrested Jared K. 
Gambrel 31, Clinton for 

Driving while License 
Suspended. Gambrel was 
transported to the DeWitt 
County Jail and released 
to Corrections.

On 03/18/23 Clinton 
Police arrested Aaron 
P. Tatro 25, Decatur for 
Driving while License 
Suspended and a Macon 
County Warrant. A 
passenger in the vehicle, 
Devon V. Gatons 28, 
Decatur was taken into 
custody on a Macon 
County Warrant. Both 
subjects were transported 
to the DeWitt County 
Jail and released to 
Corrections.

On 03/19/23 Clinton 
Police arrested Franklin 
C Wheeler 40, Clinton 
for Theft of Mislaid/Lost 
Property. Wheeler was 
transported to the DeWitt 
County Jail and released 
to Corrections.

All suspects are 
presumed innocent until 
found guilty in a court of 
law.

“The biggest negative 
on running it ourselves is 
dealing with personnel,” 
Ferguson said.  “We’ve 
got to have a lot of staff 
in the summer.  It can get 
pretty awkward with how 
to make all that work.”

“There are a lot of 
options, but I don’t think 
breaking any of those 
off into their own pieces 
is going to be …I don’t 
think anyone is going to 
want any part of that,” 
Matthews said.  “They 
might try it for a couple 
of years, milk it for what 
it’s worth and then hand it 
back into our laps.”

Matthews also suggested 
the costs to improve 
and maintain the marina 
would only get larger for 
the county as time went 
on.

“If we went down that 
path, I’d be coming 
back in a couple of years 
saying ‘okay tell me how 
you’re going to get me 

$5 million’, if that’s what 
I’ll need over the next 10 
years to keep that place 
running even like it is 
today.”

Matthews went down the 
list of ongoing expenses, 
replacement of three 
docks, breakwater, erosion 
control.

“We have way too many 
more important issues to 
worry about somebody 
calling because there are 
geese in the bathroom,” 
Matthews said.

He said he had a 
meeting scheduled 
with a representative of 
Constellation, owner of 
Clinton Power Station, 
to see if the company 
would want to reassume 
ownership of the marina.

“I think we’re in a 
position where what 
we’re doing doesn’t 
work,” Matthews said.  
“It’s a lot of headaches 
for us.  Compared to the 
management we had four 

or five years ago, the 
marina is in such better 
condition.  Right now, it’s 
on a high.”

He said he expected 
someone would see the 
value in developing the 
marina, and it was a good 
time for the county turn it 
over to someone else.

With approval of the 
motion to pursue the sale 
of the marina, a sale is not 
a certainty.  Matthews said 
it merely would allow the 
board’s marina committee 
to explore aspects of a 
sale.

“We’ll continue to 
go down the road with 
the appraiser and talk 
to Constellation to see 
how they feel about it,” 
Matthews said.  

County talks also would 
involve a determination 
of the site’s value and the 
appropriate way to sell the 
property.

Law Enforcement

Save your loved one’s obituary 
with a laminated bookmark 
from the Clinton Journal

After your loved one’s obituary is  
published in the Clinton Journal, have it 
preserved and laminated for $15 like the 

design example shown here.

111 S. Monroe St., Clinton, IL 61727 
P: (217) 935-3171

www.theclintonjournal.com
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NEWS
CLINTON — Karen 

S. Beery, 81, of Clinton, 
passed away at 3:13 
a.m. on March 25, 
2023, at Henry and Jane 
Vonderlieth Living Center, 
Mt. Pulaski.

Services will be 
conducted at 1 p.m. on 
Wednesday, March 29, 
2023, at the Calvert 
Funeral Home, Clinton, 
with the Rev. J.D. 
McWhorter and the Rev. 
Richard Gray officiating. 
Burial will follow at 
Woodlawn Cemetery, 
Clinton. Visitation will 
be held from 5–7 p.m. on  
Tuesday, March 28, 2023, 
at the funeral home.

Memorials may be 
directed to the Illinois 
District Children’s 
Ministries, 403 Magnolia 
Street, Heyworth, IL 
61745.

Karen was born on 
February 14, 1942, in 
Vandalia, Ill., the daughter 
of Dale and Freda 
(McNichol) Ballance. She 
married Carl L. Beery on 
August 31, 1961, in Mt. 
Vernon, Ill. He passed 
away on December 23, 
2013.

Survivors include 
her daughters, Vicky 
(Rick) Burrell, Clinton, 
IL; Debora Carson, 
Clinton; Tammi Beery, 
Puyallup, Wash.; five 
grandchildren, 18 great-

grandchildren, four great-
g r e a t - g r a n d c h i l d r e n ; 
brothers, Jerry (Rita) 
Ballance, Salem, Ill.; Tom 
Ballance, Mo., and sister-
in-law, Marilyn Ballance, 
West Chicago, Ill., along 
with several nieces and 
nephews.

Karen was preceded 
in death by her parents, 
Dale and Freda Ballance, 
brother, David Ballance, 
and son-in-law, Bill 
Carson.

Karen assisted her 
husband, the Rev. Carl 
Beery, in ministry since 
1968 with 15 of those 
years under the Rev. 
Richard Gray, at Full 
Tabernacle in Heyworth. 
She taught Sunday School 
for 50 years. Karen’s love 
was being a wife, mother 
and grandmother. Her 
passion was talking to 
anyone about God.

Online condolences 
may be made at www.
calvertmemorial.com

Karen S. Beery

General
Question: 
How do I earn Social 

Security credits and how 
many do I need to qualify 
for benefits?

Answer: 
We use your total yearly 

earnings to figure your 
Social Security credits. 
The amount needed for a 
credit in 2023 is $1,640.  
You must earn $6,560 to 
get the maximum four 
credits for the year. The 
amount needed to earn one 
credit usually increases 
each year when average 
wages increase.

To qualify for Social 
Security benefits, you 
must earn a certain 
number of credits. The 
number of credits you 
need depends on your age 
when you apply and the 
type of benefit. No one 
needs more than 40 credits 
for any Social Security 
benefit. You can read more 
about credits in How You 
Earn Credits at. www.ssa.
gov/pubs/EN-05-10072.
pdf.

For more information, 
visit our website at 
www.ssa.gov/benefits/
retirement.

Question: 
I’m gathering everything 

I’ll need to file my 
taxes this month. Do 
I have to pay taxes on 
Social Security benefits? 
Also, where can I get a 
replacement 1099?

Answer: 
Some people who get 

Social Security must pay 
federal income taxes on 
their benefits. Still, no one 
pays taxes on more than 
85 percent of their Social 
Security benefits. 

You must pay taxes 
on some portion of your 
benefits if you file an 
individual federal tax 
return and your income 
exceeds $25,000. If you 
file a joint return, you 
must pay taxes if you 
and your spouse have 
combined income of more 
than $32,000. If you are 
married and file a separate 
return, you probably will 
have to pay taxes on your 
benefits. You can read 
more about tax preparation 
in relation to Social 
Security at www.ssa.gov/
planners/taxes.htm. Social 
Security benefits include 
monthly retirement, 
survivors, and disability 
benefits. They don’t 
include Supplemental 

Security Income (SSI) 
payments, which are not 
taxable. You can also get 
a replacement 1099 or 
1042S when you open 
your own personal my 
Social Security account at 
www.ssa.gov/myaccount.

Retirement
Question:
What is the average 

Social Security payment 
that a person receives each 
month?

Answer:
The average monthly 

Social Security benefit for 
a retired worker in 2023 
is $1,827.00. The average 
monthly Social Security 
benefit for a worker with 
a disability in 2023 is 
$1,483.00. 

Question: 
Will my son be eligible 

to receive benefits on his 
retired father’s record 
while going to college?

Answer: 
No. At one time, Social 

Security did pay benefits to 
eligible college students. 
But the law changed in 
1981. We now pay benefits 
only to students taking 
courses at grade 12 or 
below. Normally, benefits 
stop when children reach 
age 18 unless they are 
disabled. However, if 
children are still full-time 
students at a secondary 
(or elementary) school at 
age 18, benefits generally 
can continue until they 
graduate or until two 
months after they reach 
age 19, whichever is first. 

Disability
Question: 
I suspect that someone I 

know is collecting Social 
Security disability benefits 
when they shouldn’t be. 
What is the best way for 
me to report fraud?

Answer: 
You can report fraud 

online at www.oig.ssa.
gov/report or call the 
Social Security Fraud 
Hotline at 1-800-269-
0271. Social Security has 
zero tolerance for fraud 
and uses many proven 
tactics to prevent fraud, 
waste, and abuse. Our 
Office of the Inspector 
General is relentless in 
its pursuit of people who 
conceal work activity 
while receiving disability 
benefits. We investigate 
and seek prosecution 
for people who receive 
benefits for a child or 

children who aren’t under 
their care, or who fail to 
notify Social Security of 
the death of a beneficiary 
and continue to receive 
and cash checks of the 
deceased. We also depend 
on you to help stop fraud. 

Question:
How does Social 

Security decide if I am 
disabled?

Answer:
For an adult to be 

considered disabled, 
Social Security must 
determine that you are 
unable to do the work you 
did before and that, based 
on your age, education, 
and work experience, you 
are unable to adjust to any 
other work that exists in 
significant numbers in 
the national economy. 
Also, your disability 
must last or be expected 
to last for at least one 
year or to result in death. 
Social Security pays 
for total disability only. 
No benefits are payable 
for partial disability or 
short-term disability (less 
than a year). For more 
information, read our 
publication, Disability 
Benefits, at www.ssa.gov/
pubs 

Supplemental Security 
Income

Question:
I’m on Supplemental 

Security Income (SSI) 
and live with my two 
brothers in an apartment. 
My SSI payment is cut 
by one-third because the 
Social Security office says 
I don’t pay enough of the 
household expenses. How 
much of the expenses 
must I pay in order to get 
the full SSI rate?

Answer:
Under the rules of the 

program, you must be 
paying an equal share of 
the expenses. Because 
there are three of you in the 
household, you must pay 
one-third of the expenses. 
If you are not paying an 
equal share of the rent, 
utilities, groceries, and 
other household expenses, 
your SSI payment must be 
reduced. To learn more, 

visit www.ssa.gov/ssi 
Question:
Who is eligible for 

Supplemental Security 
Income (SSI)?

Answer:
People who receive SSI 

are age 65 or older, blind, 
or disabled with limited 
income and resources. 
Go to www.ssa.gov/ssi  
for income and resource 
limits. The general fund of 
the U. S. Treasury makes 
SSI payments. They do 
not come out of the Social 
Security Trust Fund.

Medicare
Question: 
I recently retired and 

am approaching the age 
when I can start receiving 
Medicare. What is the 
monthly premium for 
Medicare Part B?

Answer:
In 2023, the standard 

Medicare Part B premium 
for medical insurance 
is $164.90 per month. 
Some people with higher 
incomes must pay a higher 
monthly premium for their 
Medicare coverage. You 
can get details at www.
medicare.gov or by calling 
1-800-MEDICARE (1-
800-633-4227) (TTY 
1-877-486-2048).

Question:
I didn’t enroll in 

Medicare Part B back 
when my Part A started 
a few years ago. Can I 
enroll now?

Answer:
It depends. The general 

enrollment period for 
Medicare Part B, medical 
insurance, begins January 
1 and runs through 
March 31. Keep in mind 
that although there is no 
monthly premium for 
Medicare Part A, there 
will be a premium for 
your Medicare Part B. In 
most cases, that premium 
goes up each 12-month 
period you were eligible 
for it and elected not to 
enroll. If you are covered 
by a group healthcare plan 
based on your employment 
or the employment of a 
spouse, you may qualify 
for a special enrollment. 
Special enrollments may 
be processed at any point 
during the year, but require 
proof of coverage. To find 
out more about Medicare, 
visit www.medicare.gov 
or www.ssa.gov/benefits/
medicare/.

0315201902072020

The Bounce Back Team 
believes rehabilitation 
must be a partnership. 
Together, we can get you 
started on the road to 
recovery. Let us show you 
how to bounce back!

Liberty Village of Clinton
1 Park Lane West

217-935-8500 • www.libertyvillageofclinton.com
A Not-For-Profit Provider

SPECIALIZING IN
Physical, Occupational & Speech Therapy 
Stroke Rehab | Massage Therapy
Joint Replacement Rehab | Outpatient

201 S. Center Street
Clinton, IL • 217-935-3166

calvertmemorial.com
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Funeral Service is changing.  
Families are changing.

WE are continually changing to meet 
YOUR needs and budget.

Continually offering:
Low Cost

Excellent Service
Local

Family Satisfaction

Argenta • Clinton • DeLand • Maroa

Clinton Journal (114N118-600)

Published each Friday by Central Illinois 
Newspapers at 111 S. Monroe Street, 
Clinton, IL 61727.
Postmaster send address changes 
to the Clinton Journal, P.O. Box 615, 
Clinton, IL 61727.
Subscription rates are $52.99 per year 
by mail in DeWitt County; outside this 
county, rates are $68.99 per year.
There is a $6 service charge for tempo-
rary change of address.  No mail delivery 
in newspaper carrier-serviced areas.

Subscription Rates 
(within DeWitt County)

$65 for 1 year • $24 for 10 weeks

(outside DeWitt County) 
$79 for 1 year • $30 for 10 weeks

General Manager
Katy O’Grady-Pyne
kpyne@theclintonjournal.com

Editor - Composing
Gordon Woods
gwoods@theclintonjournal.com

Retail Advertising Sales
Katy O’Grady-Pyne
kpyne@theclintonjournal.com

Circulation, Legal Notices 
& Classified Advertising
Kelly Vicente
kvicente@theclintonjournal.com

The Clinton Journal
Tel. (217) 935-3171
Fax: (217) 935-6086

Questions & Answers

5
5 Reasons to 

READ 
The

1. It helps you to learn something 
new every day, and slow down 
aging.

2. It gives you leads to connect 
with remarkable people and 
events

3. It’s a source of inspiration, 
knowledge, and finding 
solutions.

4. It often triggers some responses, 
including memories and strong 
emotions from the brain. 

5. It can be used as an 
educational tool for youth.

CALL TO SUBSCRIBE –  217-935-3171
CJFILL

CJFILL

Read For
Enjoyment

Information

SUBSCRIBE
NOW

935-3171
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The Clinton Journal accepts responsibly written 
letters covering topics of interest to our readers.  

Letters must be the original works of their senders.
The Journal accepts letters endorsing political 

candidates up to the Tuesday before a Friday edition 
prior to election day.  The Journal will not publish 
letters from candidates endorsing themselves.

All other letters will be published at the discretion of 
The Journal, space permitting, in the next available 
edition.  The Journal does not publish anonymous 
letters.  Letters submitted for publication must 
include the name of the author, address and 
telephone number.  Addresses and telephone 

numbers will not be published.
The editor and manager reserve the right to edit 

letters for length and/or content and to publish letters 
using any Journal platform, i.e. print newspaper, 
Web site or other electronic delivery method.

Readers should keep in mind that letters published 
are the opinions of their authors, are not news 
reports and do not necessarily reflect the opinions 
of this newspaper its staff or its advertisers.

The Journal does not certify information used in 
letters but will remove any passages it considers 
potentially libelous.

Clinton Journal letter policy

CLINTON CITY COUNCIL
Mayor - Roger Cyrulik
Dan Ballenger
935-2394
Kenny Buchanan
935-9438
Tom Edmunds
935-6861
John Wise
(217) 412-0501

DEWITT COUNTY 
BOARD
Dist. A
Claro Carter - 935-3892
Joe Witte
Jamison Prestegaard - 
309-660-6551

Dist. B
Terry Ferguson, vice 
chairman - 519-0016
John Werts
Patrick Ryan

Dist. C
Megan Myers - 309-212-
9077
Thomas Farris
Kristina Deerwester

Dist. D
Dan Matthews, chairman
 - (217) 306-6576
Melonie Tilley - 935-6538
Brian Riddle

U.S. GOVERNMENT
Executive
President Joseph Biden
The White House
1600 Pennsylvannia Ave.
Washington, D.C. 20500
(202) 456-1414

Legislature
Sen. Dick Durbin
364 Russell Senate Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20510
(202) 224-2152
or
525 S. Eighth St.
Springfield, IL. 62703
(217) 492-4062

Sen. Tammy Duckworth
524 Hart Senate Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20510
(202) 224-2854
(202) 228-0618 FAX

Rep. Mary Miller
Washington, D.C. office
1740 Longworth House 
Office Building
Washington, DC  20515
Phone: (202) 225-5271
Fax: (202) 225-5880

ILLINOIS GOVERNMENT
Gov. J.B. Pritzker
207 Statehouse
Springfield, IL. 62706
(217) 782-6830

87th District Rep.
William Hauter
(Contact info not yet avail-
able for all 103rd General 
Assembly members) 

88th District State Rep.
Dan Caulkins
Springfield Office:
205 A-N Stratton Office 
Building
Springfield, IL   62706
(217) 782-8163
District Office:
715 West Imboden Drive
Decatur, IL  62521
(217) 876-1968
(217) 876-1973 FAX

44th District State Sen.
Sally Turner
Springfield Office:
Senator 44th District
Stratton Office Building
Section B, Office D
Springfield, IL   62706
(217) 782-6216
 District Office:
120 S. McLean St
Suite A
Lincoln, IL  62656
(217) 651-8291

Allowing a Dollar 
General to build in Clinton 
will set a low standard for 
commercial development 
along Highway 54.  

Historically, the town’s 
planning commission 
and board have upheld 
town building codes, 
setbacks and property use. 
Restrictions are rarely 
granted variances to them.

We hope they will hold 
the same conservative 
view of architectural 
standards as Dollar 
General plans to invade 
residential areas.  The 

city did not legally notify 
residents.  We were 
blindsided.

The proposed site is 
isolated from other retail 
establishments.  This 
certainly does not conform 
to the character of the 
immediate neighborhood.  
The building would be 
totally surrounded by 
private residences.

Finally, the new building 
will not blend with nearly 
homes or the character of 
the town.  This building 
will hurt nearby property 
values.  The Dollar 
General building, security 
lighting, parking lot, 
customer traffic and long 
hours, seven days a week, 
year-round, will certainly 
negatively impact 
property values for owners 
of nearby residences.

I hope the town denies 
the permit, considers a 
temporary moratorium 
on development on 

Highway 54 and creates 
a new development 
plan with enforcement 
ordinances that support 
the goals of our existing 
comprehensive plan to 
preserve farmland and 
open spaces.

The council should 
maintain the rural 
character of the county.  
East North Street residents 
will hold the city council 
responsible for allowing 
profit over people.

Kendra Hunt
Clinton

City should deny Dollar General permit

1947 - John L. Lewis 
called a strike in sympa-
thy for the miners killed in 
an explosion in Centralia, 
IL, on March 25, 1947.

1948 - The Soviets in 
Germany began con-
trolling the Western trains 
headed toward Berlin.

1949 - Winston Churchill 
declared that the A-bomb 
was the only thing that 
kept the U.S.S.R. from 
taking over Europe.

1958 - The U.S. Navy 
formed the atomic subma-
rine division.

1960 - The South African 
government declared a 
state of emergency after 
demonstrations led to the 
death of more than 50 
Africans.

1966 - An estimated 
200,000 anti-war dem-
onstrators march in New 
York City. (New York)

1966 - The Soviet Union 
launched Luna 10, which 
became the first space-
craft to enter a lunar orbit.

1967 - U.S. President 
Lyndon Johnson signed 
the Consular Treaty, the 
first bi-lateral pact with the 
Soviet Union since the 
Bolshevik Revolution.

1970 - The U.S. forces in 
Vietnam down a MIG-21, 
it was the first since Sep-
tember 1968.

1976 - The New Jersey 
Supreme Court ruled 
that Karen Anne Quinlan 
could be disconnected 
from a respirator. Quinlan 
remained comatose until 
1985 when she died.

1980 - U.S. President 
Carter deregulated the 
banking industry.

1986 - 167 people died 
when a Mexicana Airlines 
Boeing 727 crashed in 
Los Angeles.

1987 - HBO (Home Box 
Office) earned its first 
Oscar for “Down and Out 
in America”.

1989 - Canada and 
France signed a fishing 
rights pact.

1991 - Albania offered a 
multi-party election for the 
first time in 50 years. In-
cumbent President Ramiz 
Alia won.

1991 - Iraqi forces recap-
tured the northern city 
of Kirkuk from Kurdish 
guerillas.

1993 - Brandon Lee was 
killed accidentally while 
filming a movie.

1994 - “Nature” magazine 
announced that a com-
plete skull of Australp-
pithecus afarensis had 
been found in Ethiopia. 
The finding is of human-
kind’s earliest ancestor.

1998 - U.N. Security 
Council imposed arms 
embargo on Yugoslavia.

1998 - For the first time 
in U.S. history the federal 
government’s detailed 
financial statement was 
released. This occurred 
under the Clinton admin-
istration.

2000 - In Uganda, officials 
set the number of deaths 
linked to a doomsday reli-
gious cult, the Movement 
for the Restoration of the 
Ten Commandments, at 
more than 900. In Kanun-
gu, a March 17 fire at the 
cult’s church killed more 
than 530 and authorities 
subsequently found mass 
graves at various sites 
linked to the cult.

An elderly lady contacted 
this paper several weeks 
ago and asked if I would 
write an article on gun 
violence, especially as it 
relates to the youth of this 
country. Such articles are 
difficult to write. 

I have very strong, pro-
gun Second Amendment 
views. I also have equally 
strong views that the 
government is there to 
protect the public. Many 
view those two positions 
as diametrically opposed 
to each other. I don’t 
believe they are polar 
opposites, but historical 
perspectives are needed. 

I grew up on a farm in 
Iroquois County and rode 
a school bus to school. 
Many a morning I would 
just be able to put my 
shotgun away after I shot 
and cleaned a pheasant 
or rabbit before that bus 
got to the house. When I 
drove to the high school 
in Roberts, there could 
very well be a shotgun in 
the trunk of the car. Many 
of the other boys had 
shotguns on a gun racks in 
their pickups. Most of the 
boys had pocket knives 
and many of us also had 
pliers on our belts as we 
went straight to farm work 
after school. 

In my four years of 
high school no one ever 
pulled a knife on anyone 

at school and no one ever 
used a firearm while at 
school.

During the past few 
weeks, a 16-year-old 
boy was shot and killed 
in Champaign, with a 
14-year-old boy accused 
of being the shooter. A 
teenage girl was shot and 
killed in Decatur as were 
two youths in Springfield. 
This week a 28-year-old 
woman killed three third 
graders and three adults 
at a Christian elementary 
school in Nashville, Tenn. 

The time span from my 
time in public schools until 
today is approximately 60 
years. What happened to 
our youth to effectuate 
such change? While I 
do not believe the actual 
human entity changes, I 
certainly acknowledge 
that culture can and does 
change over time.

We are a nation built on 
religious freedom, but that 
freedom was based on core 
values and absolute truths. 
The nation had distinct 
views on good and evil. 
We fought two major wars 
during the 20th century 
and the nation was united. 
Then came Vietnam. 

Good and evil got 
blurred. We never fought 
to win and a lot of young 
men came home in body 
bags. Others in this 
country’s power elite 

made a fortune off of the 
war effort. The youth of 
America saw this loss of 
life and the rich simply 
getting richer at the cost 
of their lives. Despair set 
in and if a nation can get 
depressed, America was 
depressed.  

The youth gravitated 
toward a culture of: “If it 
feels good, do it.” We lost 
our national respect for 
the core values that made 
us great. If we could get 
pleasure through drugs, 
sex or crime that was ok, 
because we felt good. We 
lost our respect for human 
life. 

Today’s video games 
reflect that loss of respect 
for simple human life. 
Kill the enemy before he 
kills you. Have fun and 
kill some more. That was 
and is the culture we have 
developed. It is all about 
me and getting immediate 
pleasure. Little effort was 
given to demonstrating to 
our youth the true joy of 
simply serving others. The 
thought was the joy was 
in the taking, not in the 
giving. 

We have become an 
entitlement society 
and simply want the 
government to give more 
so that we can have more 
of this false joy.

President Kennedy said 
it all with his comment, 
“Ask not what your 
country can do for you, 
ask what you can do for 
your country.”

This nation has much 
going for it and may well 
persist another 250 years, 
but only if we go back 
to core values and some 
absolute truths. 

Our children need to be 
taught those core values 
in schools and at home. 
Individuality is valuable, 
but so is learning to care 
for your neighbor who 
needs some help. 

We can do all the gun 
legislation in the world 
and  murders and mayhem 
will still exist, We go 
back to respect for human 
life and the concept of 
helping others and voiced 
by Kennedy, then I would 
anticipate a lot of the gun 
violence will dissipate. 

Kennedy spoke in the 
secular. If you prefer the 
theological it would be, 
“Do unto others as you 
would have them do unto 
you.”

Legislation is not the 
answer. We need to change 
the culture.

Gun violence
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Calvary United 
Pentecostal Church
412 S. Monroe 
Street, Clinton
(217) 935-8627
3 p.m.-Sunday wor-
ship
7 p.m.-Mondays 
family prayer
7 p.m.-Wednesday 
Bible study

Christ Lutheran 
Church 

& preschool
701 S. Mulberry 
Street, Clinton
Office (217) 935-
5808
Preschool office 
(217) 935-4675
8:15 a.m.-Sunday 
worship
9:30 a.m.-Sunday 
school
Preschool Tues., 
Wed. and Thurs. 
morning and after-
noon sessions.

Clinton Church 
of Christ

Bus. Rt. 51 south, 
Clinton
(217) 935-5058
Stephen R. Bradd, 
Gospel preacher
AudioEvangelism.
com
Clinton CofC.com
9 a.m.-Sunday morn-
ing Bible study
10 a.m.-Sunday 
morning worship
1 p.m.-Sunday wor-
ship
7 p.m.-Wednesday 
evening Bible study

Clinton Church 
of God

720 E. Woodlawn 
Street, Clinton
clintoncog.org
Mark Cooper, pastor
9:30 a.m.-Sunday 
school
10:30 a.m.-Sunday 
morning worship
6 p.m.-Sunday night 
service
7 p.m.-Wednesday 
service

Clinton 
Presbyterian 

Church
402 N. Center Street
Office hours: 8:30 
a.m.-12:30 p.m., 
Mon.-Fri.
Tel. (217) 935-6178
Fax (217) 935-6128
Pastor-Paul Stroup
clintonpresbyterian.
org
9:15 a.m.-Sunday 
school
10:30 a.m.-Sunday 
worship with nursery 
available
Senior high youth 
group meets twice a 
month.

PC - A Place to 
Belong - Believe – 
Become

Clinton United 
Methodist Church

308 E. Main Street
Rev. Darrell Howard
(217) 935-5869
clintonumcil.org
9 a.m. Sunday Wor-
ship
10:30 a.m. Sunday 
School Children & 
Adult
5 p.m. Saturday 
Evening Worship in 

chapel
3:30 p.m. Thursday 
JC Stars After School 
Children’s program 
(pickup is available)
3rd Sunday S.W.A.G 
Sr & Jr High Youth
6 p.m. Extended 
Table 2nd and 4th 
Mondays
12:30 p.m. Wednes-
day Backpack Minis-
try

First Baptist 
Church

220 Illini Drive, Clin-
ton
(217) 935-2032
firstbaptistchurch3@
frontier.com
Jonathan Roberson, 
assist. pastor
9:30 a.m.-Sunday 
school
10:30 a.m.-Sunday 
worship
5 p.m.-Sunday eve-
ning worship
7 p.m.-Wednesday 
mid-week prayer 
meeting

First Christian 
Church

100 N. Jackson 
Street, Clinton (W. 
Main & N. Jackson)
clintonfcc.com
Adult Bible School 
10:45 a.m.
Worship Services: 
9:30 a.m. 
First Kids Worship for 
3-yr -olds - 5th grade 
is available at 9:30 
a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Nursery available at 
each morning ser-
vice.

First Church 
of the Nazarene

Rt. 51 and Kleemann 
Drive, Clinton
Michael A. Taylor, 
pastor
8:30 a.m.-Sunday 
prayer around the 
altar
8:45 a.m.-continental 
breakfast
9:30 a.m.-Sunday 
school / Bible study
10:30 a.m.-morning 
worship
7 p.m.-Wednesday 
mid-week service

Kenney Christian 
Church

213 W. Benjamin 
Street, Kenney
(217) 944-2275
Ernie Harvey, min-
ister
9:30 a.m.-Bible study
10:30 a.m.-Sunday 
worship

Lane Christian 
Church

(217) 935-2557
www.lanechurch.org
Jim Kilson, preach-
ing and teaching 
minister
Marcus McCollom, 
youth and family 
minister
9 a.m.-Sunday 
school
10 a.m.-worship
5:30 p.m.-youth 
group
“We’re ordinary 
people helping each 
other become faithful 
followers of Jesus.”

Lifebridges Church
200 S. Alexander 
Street, Clinton
(217) 570-0105
www. lifebridges-
church.com
Pastors-Jonathan 
and Dana Taylor 
10 a.m.-Sunday cel-
ebration
10 a.m.- AMPED 
Kids for ages (1-5 
grades)
10 a.m.-AMPED Jr. 
(birth-K)
7 p.m.-AfterShock 
teen church, 6th-12 
grades
6 p.m.-Wednesday, 
Strategic Disciple
6:30 p.m.-Thursday, 
DIVE teen Bible 
study
7 p.m.- Thursdays, 
1st & 3rd, Empow-
ered Women / 2nd & 
4th, Frontline Men

St. John 
the Baptist 

Catholic Church
502 N. Monroe 
Street, Clinton
(217) 935-3727
Rev. James 
Owusu-Yeboah, 
pastor
4 p.m.-Saturday 
mass
8:30 a.m.-Sunday 
mass

St. Patrick 
Catholic Church

320 S. Locust Street, 
P.O. Box 116, Wa-
pella
(217) 935-8510
Office hours: 10 
a.m.-5 p.m., Tues. & 
Thurs.
Father Geoff Horton, 
pastor
9 a.m.-Sunday, Tues. 
& Thurs. mass
www.saintpatrickwa-
pella.org

Texas Christian 
Church

8301 Texas Church 
Road, Clinton
(217) 454-6846
www. Texaschristian-
church.org
Scott Marsh, minister
9 a.m.-Sunday 
school
10 a.m.-Sunday 
worship
6 p.m.-Sunday eve-
ning worship
6 p.m.-Wednesday 
prayer meeting

The Blessed Hope 
Seventh-Day 

Adventist Church
112 N. Monroe St., 
Clinton
(217) 731-4005
9:30 a.m.-Saturday, 
Sabbath school
11 a.m.- worship with 
pot luck afterwards
6 p.m.-Wednesday, 
prophecy meetings

Wapella 
Christian Church

101 N. Poplar
(217) 731-4404
Josh Gorrie, minister
Wapellacc.com
9 a.m.-Sunday 
school
10 a.m.-worship
“Celebrating our 
150th year”

Area Churches Directory

The
Culinary
Corner
By Chef
Roger Joss

Welcome to my little 
corner of culinary delights.

Florida is one of my 
favorite regions.  As a boy, 
my mother often took me 
there to visit my Great- 
aunt Alpha.  I have very 
warm memories of those 
visits and the cuisine.  
There is nothing like tree 
ripened fresh squeezed 
orange juice from her 
backyard.

The Gulf Coast States 
encompass Florida, 
Mississippi, Louisiana 
and Alabama.  There is a 
lot of diversity because of 
the coastline and interior 
regions.  Mississippi has 
a short coastline but the 
state runs to the north 
a good ways.  It would 
then have cuisine more 
prominent to the inland.  

Florida has the longest 
coastline of any other state.  
It has the Atlantic Ocean 
along its east coast and 
Gulf of Mexico along its 
west coast.  Its soil is very 
sandy and large southern 
regions are swampland.  
In the Southern parts of 
Mississippi and Louisiana 
would be marshland.  

The Great Mississippi 
River divides these states 
bringing with it its own 
contribution to their life 
style and cuisine.  There 
are huge diversities in 
these states.  Primary 

livestock would be limited 
to beef, port and chicken.  
Northern regions would 
have various legumes, 
vegetables, nuts, berries 
and fruits.

The cultural aspects 
of the cuisine would 
come from the Spanish 
and French who tried to 
colonize these regions and 
Africans being brought in 
later.  Naturally there were 
the aborigine Indians here.

Florida’s greatest food 
listing is the wide variety 
of seafood.  Southern 
Florida is the most unique 
culinary region.  The 
cuisine is so unique that 
it has its own name for it.  
It is called “Floribean.” 
Notice it has the first five 
letters of the name of the 
state and the word “bean” 
attached.  Don’t ask me 
how the word “bean” 
got in there.  Rather than 
beans, this cuisine utilizes 
seafood and tropical 
flavors such as lime, 
grapefruit and oranges.

Hominy made from corn 
is noted as a southern 
dish.  This food was 
invented by the Choctaw 

Indians who lived in the 
Mississippi and Alabama 
states.  They also taught 
early settlers the use of 
beehive ovens.  One book 
called it the predecessor to 
our wood burning stove.  
This is not correct.  This 
form of oven was used 
in Asia and Middle East 
long before Columbus 
even discovered the West 
Indies.

More than most 
states, Louisiana is a 
great melting pot.  One 
particular interest would 
be the French that were 
driven out of Canada by 
the British.  They traveled 
down the Mississippi 
River to settle in New 
Orleans.  This would be 
long before the time David 
Crocket took his boat ride 
down the river.  

Since the resources 
would be different than 
in Canada, the French 
had to apply their cooking 
techniques to the food 
available and the cuisine 
became known as “Cajun 
cooking”.  This cooking 
requires iron skillets.  
They would use a meat/
fish stock and dark brown 
roux.  Using certain 
vegetables and herbs, 
you have what is called 
gumbo; a very hearty stew.

Until next time, peace to 
all.

Gulf coast states

BIBLE TRIVIA 
By Wilson Casey  

1. Is the book of Thyatira 
(KJV) in the Old or New 
Testament or neither?

2. Who was David’s 
oldest brother who picked 
on him for coming to the 
battle lines? Abner, Omri, 
Amasa, Eliab

3. After Sodom and 
Gomorrah were destroyed, 
who lived in a cave with 
his daughters? Job, Lot, 
Levi, Joel

4. In Luke 3, who told 
Roman soldiers to avoid 
taking money by force? 
John the Baptist, Paul, 
Mark, Matthew

5. What Canaanite city 
was burned down by 
the men of Dan? Tarsus, 
Antioch, Laish, Cana

6. In which book is the 
phrase, “Salt of the earth”? 
TITLE: None, Matthew, 
Mark, Jude

Comments? More 
Trivia? Gift ideas? Visit 
www.TriviaGuy.com.

(c) 2023 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

ANSWERS: 1) Neither, 
2) Eliab, 3) Lot, 4) John 
the Baptist, 5) Laish, 6) 
Matthew 5:13

MAKE MONEY! WHY NOT YOU?
What’s better than getting rid of what you don’t want and 

getting paid for it?

CALL 935-3171
Before Tuesday Noon to
 Place a Garage Sale Ad

Folks who ADVERTISE their

GARAGE SALE
In The

CJFILL

WILL 
THIS BE 

YOU?
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NEWS

DEWITT COUNTY — Second Chance for Pets will 
sponsor the annual rabies clinics coming up in April.

See below the list of charges and schedules for the 
clinics:

Schedule of charges
• One or three-year rabies vaccination
(Bring proof of last vaccination if wanting a 3-year) $15
• One-year distemper/parvo/corona vaccination                $10
• Bordetella (canine kennel cough)                                    $10
• Microchip                                                                         $15
• Nail trim                                                                           $5

• One-year registration (altered any age or intact <1)…....$10
• One-year registration (intact over 1-year of age)……. ...$20
•Three-year registration (altered)…...………………………$23
• Three-year registration (intact)…………………………… $55

Schedule of clinics
Wapella: 9-11 a.m., Sat., Apr. 15, 
                 maintenance shed 710 Walnut Cir.
Waynesville: 1-3 p.m., Sat., Apr. 15, firehouse, 109 W. 2nd St.
Weldon: 9-11 a.m., Sat., Apr. 22, fire station, 525 Maple St.
Clinton: 1-3 p.m., Sat., Apr. 22, Clintonia Township shed,
                 north side of Clinton off Hwy 51 and N. Walnut St.

All dogs and cats must be vaccinated for rabies and 
registered with the county.  Pets brought to the clinics 
must be on leashes or in carriers.

Owners should bring proof of spay/neuter and prior 
vaccination record.

County rabies clinics 
scheduled for April

Easter Church Schedules
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WEATHER
Your Forecast

Information from the National Weather Service

Weather History

Sunday
Sunny

High 69

Saturday
Partly sunny

High 49

Monday
Sunny

High 73

Tuesday
Cloudy
High 63

Wednesday
Cloudy
High 52

Thursday
Partly sunny

High 51

Each office is locally owned and operated.

205 East Side Square 
Clinton, IL 61727

Office 217.935.8525
618 N. Chicago

Lincoln, IL 62656 
The217HomeTeam.com

Camill Tedrick, Designated Managing Broker 03
31

20
23

112 Warner Ct., Clinton, IL

CLIN
TO

N

Charming Upscale Bar & gaming Parlor $185,000

301 N Madison, Clinton

2 Bdrm. Bungalow

$55,000
NEW PRICE

CLINTO
N Middle Creek Rd., Clinton

CLIN
TO

N

18.75 Acres, Creek Twsp.

SALE 
PENDING

23 Walnut St., Weldon

3 Bdrm., 2 Bath Ranch

WELD
ON

SOLD

709 E. Washington, Clinton

3 Bedroom - 1 1/2 Stry

CLIN
TO

N

SOLD

619 S. Bloomington, DeWitt, IL

DEWITT

3 Bdrm, 1 bath, enclosed front porch SOLD

11022022

Please welcome Dr. 
Natasha Minnaert, 
DO, to our Family 
Medicine clinic. She 
is Board Certified 
in Family Medicine 
seeing patients from 
newborn to geriatric. 
She brings strong 
experience in rural 
Family Medicine 
from both Iowa and 
Wisconsin. 

Dr. Minnaert enjoys 
spending time with her family, camping, and going to 
concerts. 

If you would like to schedule an appointment,  
please call us at 217-937-5284.

422 W White St., Clinton
www.warnerhospital.org

Welcome, 
 Dr. Natasha Minnaert, DO

March 30
1938: A family of three of 5 tornadoes moved across 
central and west central Illinois during the afternoon. 
The tornado damage stretched from near Quincy 
east-northeast to areas south of Peoria. The worst 
damage from the outbreak occurred in South Pekin,
where 3 city blocks were leveled and 250 homes were 
damaged or destroyed. 9 people were killed in South 
Pekin, two in Morton, one in Timewell (Brown County), 

and one in Astoria. Eight other strong tornadoes were 
reported in the state that day. A home destroyed near 
Edwardsville had also been destroyed by another 
tornado in 1883.

March 31
1898: Springfield reported a total of 9.65 inches of rain 
during the month, establishing its
wettest March on record.
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Sports
Marc Rogers
jmarre@frontier.com

CLINTON — After a 
great start to the season, 
the Lady Maroons have hit 
some bumps in the road.  

The first pothole was 
on March 20 against the 
Olympia Lady Spartans, 
who came in on the blus-
tery winds and overpow-
ered the the hometown 
Lady Maroons.  

It took only an inning 
for the Lady Spartans to 
fire up.  The visitors drove 
home 4 runs in the second 
and third innings to take all 
the lead they would need.  
While doing all this, the 
Lady Spartans were hold-
ing the Lady Maroons 
scoreless.  

Then, in the fifth and final 
inning, the opposition shut 
the door completely with 
three more runs to take the 
win 11-0.  

The Lady Maroons had 
just two hits, one each 
by Kylee Isaac (#21) and 
Heidi Humble (#23).  Ash-
ley Armstrong (#5) took 
the loss for the Maroons 
pitching 4innings and was 
relieved by Reice McCor-
mick (#8) in the fifth.  The 
Lady Spartans had one 
home run by their pitcher 
D. Frazier (#32).  

The junior varsity (JV) 

played in the second game 
of the day and were able 
to hold out a little longer, 
but they also succombed 
to the opposition after the 
second inning.  The Lady 
Maroons JV lost 6-0 to the 
Lady Spartans JV.  Anelise 
Thompson (#13) was the 
only Lady Maroon to get a 
hit.  Aliviyah Haynes (#14) 
took the JV loss.

The next evening, the 
varsity Lady Maroons trav-
eled to LeRoy to face the 
Lady Panthers, which end-
ed in another rout.  

The Lady Maroons were 
able to score two runs on 
two hits, but it was not 
enough to catch the “Wild 
Cat” Lady Panthers.  The 
Lady Panthers won 12-2.  

Ashley Armstrong (#5) 
took the loss.  The Ma-
roons left five players 
stranded on base.  Anelise 
Thompson (#13) and Hei-
di Humble (#23) hade the 
only two hits for the Lady 
Maroons and Alaina So-
beralski (#24) and Humble 
each had an RBI.

Marc Rogers
jmarre@frontier.com

RANTOUL — The road 
rash from the hard trounc-
ing on the road to play the 
St. Joseph/Ogden Lady 
Spartans will last awhile.  
The last two Spartan teams 
the Lady Maroons have 
faced put a crush on the 
season start.  

Due to wet fields every-
where, the teams ended 
up at the Rantoul Family 
Sports Complex to play 
their game.  It was anoth-
er short game for the Lady 
Maroons in the wrong way.  

The Lady Maroons were 
held scoreless again.  The 
first inning saw the oppo-
sition dispose of the Lady 
Maroons starter, Reice 
McCormack (#8), after 
two outs.  The Lady Spar-
tans scored 12 runs in the 

bottom of the first inning.  
Aliviyah Haynes (#14) 
came on in relief in the 
bottom of the first to get 
the final out, but then was 
tagged with 11 runs in the 
second and another in the 
third.  

That was more than 
enough for the Lady Spar-
tans to take the win 24-0.  

The defense and offense 
for the Lady Maroons 
were both in a slump with 
the defense struggling to 
make plays and the of-
fense almost non-existent 
with only 3 hits on the day.  
Haynes led the hitting with 
a double, while Ashley 
Armstrong (#5) and Sar-
ah Mills (#35) each had a 
single.  The Lady Maroons 
had three players left on 
the base paths with no way 
to cross home plate.  

Marc Rogers / Journal
Brooke Reeves (#19) lays down a bunt for the Lady Maroons.

Marc Rogers / Journal
Aliviyah Haynes pitching for the Lady Maroons JV.

Marc Rogers / Journal
The Lady Spartans pitcher was overpowering.

Rough start to Lady Maroons’ softball season

Lady Maroons fall to Lady 
Spartans on the road

5
5 Reasons It Helps to

READ 
The

1. Helps you to develop an 
open and critical mind.

2. Helps you to distinguish 
truth from falsehoods.

3. Helps you to improve your 
storytelling techniques and 
creativity.

4. Helps you to improve your 
language skills.

5. Helps you to be a great 
conversationalist.

CALL TO SUBSCRIBE –  217-935-3171
CJFILL

GOOD 
ADVERTISING 

DOESN’T COST 
MONEY.

IT MAKES 
MONEY.

An advertising expert said to 
make ads that work, make them, 
“… simple, memorable, inviting 

to look at and fun to read.”

We’ve been helping 
businesses do that  

for 115 years.  
We can help yours, too. 

Call the Advertising Department.

217-935-3171

CJFILL
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SPORTS

“As the swim season comes 
to an end for the Clinton Ot-
ters, I can’t help but feel in-
credibly blessed to be a part of 
these young kids’ lives and be 
a part of such a great program. 
The Clinton Otters swim sea-
son is a long season where the 
swimmers work tirelessly to 
improve their strokes and work 
towards obtaining a district or 
state time. This season we had 
31 swimmers attend the State 
meet that was held in St. John, 
Ind., and 14 of those swimmers 
went in individual events. They 
all showed up and represented 
our small community in a very 
big way, and we, as coaches, 
couldn’t be prouder of them.We 
would also like to thank Rennie 
Cluver, Bonnie Taylo, Patrick 
Fought, and Gretchen Isaac.  
We appreciate all the work 
you put in behind the scenes to 
make this program the best it 
can be for our swimmers. We 
are incredibly grateful for our 
YMCA.”

- Ashton Beck

“The Clinton YMCA Otters 
members worked endlessly this 
season to achieve strict state 
time standards to be able to at-

tend state. Many medals and ad-
ditional personal best times in 
their events were earned at the 
meet held in St. John, Ind. The 
three-day long meet showcased 
the Otter’s personal best strokes 
and team unity in their relays. 
The Clinton Otters coaches are 
very proud of how the Otters 
performed at the meet and were 
recognized for their hard work 
and perseverance throughout 
the season. We have a team of 
very special talented individu-
als who work hard and set goals 
and achieve those goals. We are 
not only proud of our kid’s hard 
work and swimming capabil-
ities, but also how grand their 
sportsmanship is within their 
team and other teams. Many 
friendships who will never be 
forgotten are made on this team.  
Short course season has now 
come to a close, and the Clinton 
Otters will have the opportunity 
to swim Long Course Summer 
season starting in May.”

- Tracy Karr

“I feel so lucky to know each 
and every one of these swim-
mers. Whether rookie or vet-
eran they have all worked ex-
tremely hard and conquered so 

many things to get to perform at 
this level. Not only am I grate-
ful and proud of these young 
athletes, but I also think we 
are so lucky to have a program 
in our small town that allows 
our kids to compete at such a 
high level. Swimming is such 
a complex sport to begin with, 
and it’s highly competitive so 
to have these kids perform and 
represent the Otters is such an 
honor.”

- Aubrey Sentel

“I couldn’t be more proud 
of our Otters’ performance at 
the State Championship swim 
meet. After working hard all 
year and competing even hard-
er, we had many young swim-
mers qualify, for the first time, 
for state and did phenomenal. 
Just the experience of being at 
the State Championship Meet 
can be overwhelming, however, 
our young swimmers rose to the 
challenge, gave it their all and 
swam new personal best times 
in many of their events. Seeing 
our Otters make the podium 
was so rewarding, especially 
our 8 & up; Under Girls Relay 
State Champions.”

- Jan Ewen

Licensed To: Clinton YMCA Swim Team HY-TEK's TEAM MANAGER 7.0 3/25/2023 Page 1 
 

 

Meet Results 
 
2023 IL YMCA State Swimming Championship 17-Mar-23 to 19-Mar-23 Yards 
Clinton YMCA Otters [CLY-IL] Coach: Tracy Karr 

 

Time F/P/S Relay Place Points Improv 
 

Event #108 Boys 200 Breast 21 & Under 
2:33.30Y F Goar, Oliver 23 --- 0.04 

 

Event #110 Boys 100 Breast 12 & Under 
1:24.33Y F Beck, Brody 12 9 -5.35 

 

Event #201 Girls 400 Free Relay21 & Under 
4:43.26Y F A Relay Clinton YMCA Otters 20 2 

Aliyah Ellison (16) 
Callie Poynton (14) 

Abi Moser (14) Jamie Clodfelter (15) Addie Koritz (16) 

 

Event #202 Boys 400 Free Relay21 & Under 
3:46.19Y F A Relay Clinton YMCA Otters 11 22 

Haiden Mast (18) 
Brody Beck (12) 

Lincoln Adams (15) Oliver Goar (15) Drew Moser (17) 

 

Event #212 Boys 50 Breast 12 & Under 
37.80Y P Beck, Brody 14 7 -0.82 

 

Event #215 Girls 100 Breast 21 & Under 
1:18.25Y P Ellison, Aliyah 25 --- 1.34 

 

Event #218 Boys 50 Free 12 & Under 
27.85Y P 

 
Beck, Brody 

 
11 11 0.58 

 

Event #222 Boys 50 Free 21 & Under 
22.89Y P 

 
Moser, Drew 

 
15 6 -0.14 

 

Event #226 Boys 200 Back 21 & Under 
2:04.34Y F Moser, Drew 9 14 -0.80 

 

Event #228 Boys 50 Fly 12 & Under 
32.82Y P 

 
Beck, Brody 

 
13 8 -0.41 

 

Event #232 Boys 100 Fly 21 & Under 
54.42Y P 

 
Moser, Drew 

 
12 9 -0.12 

 

Event #235 Girls 200 Medley Relay14 & Under 
2:29.40Y P A Relay Clinton YMCA Otters 16 --- 

Abi Moser (14) 
Abigail Woods (14) 

Kacy Koritz (12) Madi Penny (13) Callie Poynton (14) 

 

Event #236 Boys 200 Medley Relay14 & Under 
2:23.89Y P A Relay Clinton YMCA Otters 14 --- 

Charlie Patton (13) 
Lucas Lamar (12) 

Owen Patton (13) Brody Beck (12) Daniel Moore (13) 

 

Event #237 Girls 200 Medley Relay21 & Under 
2:22.63Y P A Relay Clinton YMCA Otters 18 --- 

Jamie Clodfelter (15) 
Abigail Woods (14) 

Kacy Koritz (12) Aliyah Ellison (16) Addie Koritz (16) 
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Meet Results 
 
2023 IL YMCA State Swimming Championship 17-Mar-23 to 19-Mar-23 Yards 
Clinton YMCA Otters [CLY-IL] Coach: Tracy Karr 

 

Time F/P/S Relay Place Points Improv 
 

Event #238 Boys 200 Medley Relay21 & Under 
1:54.22Y P A Relay Clinton YMCA Otters 14 --- 

Haiden Mast (18) 
Daniel Moore (13) 

 
Event #301 Girls 200 Free 10 & Under 

Oliver Goar (15) Drew Moser (17) Lincoln Adams (15) 

2:46.60Y F Harper, Abby 6 17 -11.25 
 

Event #302 Boys 200 Free 10 & Under 
2:57.80Y F Betsworth, Jack 18 3 -8.58 

 

Event #303 Girls 25 Breast 8 & Under 
25.37Y F Sprague, Lucah 9 14 0.41 
30.54Y F Mitchell, Lily 25 --- 4.06 

 
Event #304 Boys 25 Breast 8 & Under 

26.57Y F Robinson, Grant 15 6 -2.21 
27.62Y F Deleon, Kruz 18 3 -1.14 

 
Event #305 Girls 50 Breast 10 & Under 

41.59Y F Harper, Abby 4 19 0.14 
 

Event #306 Boys 50 Breast 10 & Under 
 
 

Event 
 
 

Event 

Event 

 
Event 

18.15Y F Ferguson, Lydia 10 13 -0.42 
18.54Y F Mitchell, Lily 12 9 0.41 
18.95Y F Houser, Aubrey 21 --- 0.25 
19.16Y F Sprague, Lucah 22 --- 0.68 

 
Event #312 Boys 25 Free 8 & Under 

18.17Y F Robinson, Grant 14 7 -1.91 
19.27Y F Deleon, Kruz 24 --- -0.60 

 
Event #313 Girls 50 Free 10 & Under 

34.14Y F Harper, Abby 7 16 -0.30 
40.15Y F bentz, katelyn 12 9 1.48 

39.82Y F Fought, Dane 2 21 0.31 
46.19Y F Betsworth, Jack 10 13 0.72 

 
#307 Girls 100 IM 8 & Under 

 1:56.17Y F Sprague, Lucah 21 --- -1.88 
2:03.58Y F Mitchell, Lily 25 --- 10.02 
 
#309 Girls 100 IM 10 & Under 

 1:25.91Y F Harper, Abby 8 15 -0.96 
 
#310 Boys 100 IM 10 & Under 

 1:13.15Y F Fought, Dane 1 24 -1.24 
1:29.53Y F Betsworth, Jack 16 5 1.21 
 
#311 Girls 25 Free 8 & Under 
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Meet Results 
 
2023 IL YMCA State Swimming Championship 17-Mar-23 to 19-Mar-23 Yards 
Clinton YMCA Otters [CLY-IL] Coach: Tracy Karr 

 

Time F/P/S Relay Place Points Improv 
 

Event #314 Boys 50 Free 10 & Under 
28.91Y F 

 
Fought, Dane 

 
2 21 -1.03 

 

Event #315 Girls 100 Medley Relay8 & Under 
1:31.43Y F A Relay Clinton YMCA Otters 2 42 

Aubrey Houser (6) 
Corrine Adams (8) 

Lucah Sprague (8) Lily Mitchell (8) Lydia Ferguson (8) 

 

Event #317 Girls 200 Medley Relay10 & Under 
2:48.34Y F A Relay Clinton YMCA Otters 6 34 

Elinor Woods (10) 
Lily Moore (10) 

Abby Harper (10) katelyn bentz (9) Sophia McConkey (10) 

 

Event #318 Boys 200 Medley Relay10 & Under 
2:47.62Y F A Relay Clinton YMCA Otters 7 32 

Grant Robinson (8) 
John Newnam (9) 

Jack Betsworth (10) Dane Fought (10) Kruz Deleon (7) 

 

Event #501 Girls 400 Medley Relay21 & Under 
5:20.96Y F A Relay Clinton YMCA Otters 18 6 

Jamie Clodfelter (15) 
Callie Poynton (14) 

Abi Moser (14) Aliyah Ellison (16) Addie Koritz (16) 

 

Event #502 Boys 400 Medley Relay21 & Under 
4:14.57Y F A Relay Clinton YMCA Otters 11 22 

Alaric Fulton (16) 
Brody Beck (12) 

 
Event #512 Boys 100 Free 12 & Under 

Oliver Goar (15) Drew Moser (17) Lincoln Adams (15) 

1:02.31Y P Beck, Brody 14 7 -0.30 
 

Event #516 Boys 100 Free 21 & Under 
50.88Y P Moser, Drew 21 --- 0.83 

 

Event #522 Boys 50 Back 12 & Under 
32.56Y F 
32.60Y P 

 
Beck, Brody 
Beck, Brody 

 
10 13 0.13 
10 --- 0.17 

 

Event #526 Boys 100 Back 21 & Under 
55.03Y F 
55.14Y P 

Moser, Drew 
Moser, Drew 

7 16 0.94 
7 --- 1.05 

 

Event #529 Girls 200 Free Relay14 & Under 
2:02.66Y P A Relay Clinton YMCA Otters 14 --- 

Abigail Woods (14) 
Kacy Koritz (12) 

Abi Moser (14) Callie Poynton (14) Madi Penny (13) 

 

Event #530 Boys 200 Free Relay14 & Under 
2:01.71Y P A Relay Clinton YMCA Otters 14 --- 

Daniel Moore (13) 
Lucas Lamar (12) 

Charlie Patton (13) Owen Patton (13) Brody Beck (12) 

Otters compete at State Championships
The Clinton Otters competed recently in the Illinois YMCA State Championships.  Featured here are 
photos from the meet, results and comments from Otters coaches.

Photos courtesy of Rob DeLeon / Clinton YMCA Otters

Otters
Otters 
results 
continue 
on B6
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BRIDGE BITES               
 
 
 
DUPLICATE DECISION                        
 
 

 None Vulnerable 
 South   West     North    East 
           1NT      Pass    3NT   All Pass 
 
In most forms of bridge, Declarer’s 
main objective is to make the contract, 
with overtricks being only a secondary 
consideration.  But in duplicate bridge 
scoring (aka matchpoints) overtricks 
loom large and it is not unheard of for 
Declarer to risk the contract in search 
of an overtrick.  Here is a case in point. 
 

South opens a 15-17 No Trump, North raises to game, and West leads a Club.  
Declarer wins that trick and knocks out the ♦A.  Back comes a Club, at which 
point there are nine tricks for the taking in the shape of two Spades, four 
Diamonds and three Clubs.  Is it time for Declarer to fold his tent, claim nine 
tricks and move on to the next hand?  Not necessarily! 
 
The matchpoint player is always looking for that extra trick.  Is there one?  The 
only possibility is in Hearts, but leading towards the ♥K (before cashing nine 
tricks) is not without risk, and it’s possible that East will take Dummy’s King with 
his Ace and that the defense will then cash three or four more Heart tricks, 
defeating the contract. 
 
Is it just a 50-50 shot?  No, the odds favor going for the overtrick.  Half the time 
the ♥A will be onside and Declarer gets his overtrick and a good score.  And 
even when the ♥A is offside it’s unlikely that the defense will then run the suit, 
because (a) the Hearts may be blocked (picture West with QTx or Jx or similar 
holdings, or East with AQT or AJ or the like); (b) even if the Hearts are not 
blocked, the defense may do the job themselves (for example, East may hold 
AQJx and not realize that, after winning the ♥A, he must return a low Heart).  It’s 
a case of “Heads Declarer wins, tails she loses only occasionally”. 
 
 
 
 
For bridge games, classes, or seminars, contact Mike Tomlianovich by phone: 309-825-5823 or 
b
y
 
e
m
a
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:
 
 
m
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 ♠ 543 
♥ K3 
♦ QT965 
♣ KQ5 

 

♠ 876 
♥ A6 
♦ A42 
♣ J9732 

         North 
 
West            East  
   
      Declarer 

♠ QJT9 
♥ QJT75 
♦ 7 
♣ T86 

 ♠ AK2 
♥ 9842 
♦ KJ83 
♣ A4 
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Classified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $100 or less. 

 (15 words - 2 publications - price must be listed)

CLINTON • WAPELLA • WAYNESVILLE • KENNEY • DEWITT • LANE • WELDON

TO CONTACT US ABOUT 
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

PHONE: 217-935-3171 • FAX: 217-935-8086

EMAIL: EANGEL@THECLINTONJOURNAL.COM

INFORMATION
Office Hours: 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
(Monday-Friday)
Address: 111 S. Monroe St., Clinton
Mail:  P.O. Box 615
 Clinton, IL 61727

CJ DEADLINES:
• Tuesdays at 5 p.m.

(Deadlines subject to change during holiday times)

All classified marketplace line ads will 
appear in the following print publications 
and on our newspaper website:
• Clinton Journal • Saturday Advertiser  
• www.theclintonjournal.com

Call for pricing that starts at  
$19.00 for private party ads and  

$30 for commercial business ads and 
$15 for garage sale ads.

DISCLAIMER: If your advertisement appears incorrectly, notify us immediately. We will not 
be responsible for more than one incorrect insertion, and will only credit customer for one 
insertion.

Mondays
$17

Closed Wednesdays

AUCTION LOCATION:   
Wapella Auction House-Wapella, IL

REAL ESTATE LOCATION:  #5 Delmar- 
Clinton, IL  61727

Selling super nice home with a great location-close to schools and 
Clinton’s west side, also a very nice neighborhood.   3 bedrooms-2 
baths-large living and dining area combo with fireplace-kitchen 

with nice cabinets and all appliances with an eat in area-many clos-
ets-walk in closet in master with full bath-nice foyer-2 car attached 

garage with new expensive door-laundry area with washer and 
dryer-back patios-utility building out back for a mower and storage 
with overhead door-nice front patio and driveway, large unfinished 

basement.  Great home for family or retirement!  This home is ready to move in!

LEGAL: Available day of sale.
TERMS:  10% down day of sale with balance due in 30 days.  Successful bidder will be required to enter into a written contract day of sale.  Taxes will 

be prorated to closing.  POA does reserve the right to reject any and all bids but is highly motivated to sell to settle the situation.  House sell “as is” 
with no warranties implied.  

PERSONAL PROPERTY
Many very nice antique primitive cabinets, super nice oak kitchen cabinets, oak dry sinks, several dish cabinets, step back cabinets, oriental screen, 
large painted oak sideboard, large tester style bed, jewelry cabinets, drop front desk, country primitive tables, corner cabinet, many unique antique 

cabinets, large twin wheel coffee grinder, large copper kettle with glass top, unusual wood boat coffee table with glass top, nice modern furniture, large 
Fiesta dish collection, antique glassware and china, Early American Fostoria, fancy lamps, cut glass, large collection of costume jewelry (over 60 box-
es), iron, huge collection of expensive holiday decorations, new Queen bed set, lots of fancy collect-
ibles-which Mary is very well know for, cast iron urns, John Deere riding mower plus much more!

Will update website with more photos closer to auction date.

Owner-Mary Stapleton   POA-Doug Smith
Attorney:  Kevin Hammer-219 E. Main Street-Clinton, IL  61727

MARY STAPLETON-CLINTON, IL
LARGE PUBLIC AUCTION

PERSONAL PROPERTY & REAL ESTATE
Wednesday, April 5th, 2023

Personal Property-12 Noon
Real Estate-6:00 PM

OPEN HOUSE: Monday March 6, 13, 20 from 4:00 to 6:00 PM
Photos & Listing:  www.haycraftauctions.com

HAYCRAFT AUCTION CO., INC.
Wapella Auction House

Rt 51 N-Wapella, IL  61777
Office: 217-935-6286  |  Jay: 309-275-4506

Email:  haycraft@frontier.com
ILN  440.000268

THIS WILL BE HELD IN CONJUNCTION WITH OUR REGULAR WEDNESDAY AUCTION  
OF QUALITY ANTIQUES-FURNITURE-COLLECTIBLES & HOUSEHOLD.

MAKE PLANS TO ATTEND ANOTHER WEDNESDAY TRADITION!!!

STATE & NATIONAL 
CLASSIFIED MARKET

Reach thousands of  prospects. Call 217-935-3171 today!I L L I N O I S  C L A S S I F I E D  A D V E R T I S I N G  N E T W O R K  

Central ICANS - Run Date Week of 3/26/2023 

PET SUPPLIES 
Use Happy Jack® Skin Balm® 

on cats & dogs to treat hot 
spots & skin allergies without 
steroids!  At Tractor Supply® 

(www.fleabeacon.com) 
 

3/31/23
PLEASE READ 
YOUR Classified ad 
or display ad on the 
first day of publi
cation.  If there are 
mistakes notify us 
immediately.  We 
will make chang
es for errors and 
adjust your bill but 
only if we receive 
notice on the first 
day the ad is pub
lished.  We limit our 
liability to you in this 
way and we do not 
accept liability for 
any other damages, 
which may result 
from an error or 
omission in an ad.  
All ad copy must 
be approved by the 
newspaper, which, 
reserves the right 
to request changes, 
reject or properly 
classify an ad.  The 
advertiser and not 
the newspaper is 
responsible for the 
truthful content of 
the ad.  Advertising 
is also subject to 
credit approval. 

ALL REAL 
ESTATE  
advertised herein is 
sub ject to the Fed
eral Fair Housing 
Act, which makes it 
illegal to advertise 
any preference, 
limitation or discrim
ination based on 
race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, 
familial status or 
national origin or 
intention to make 
any such prefer
ences, limitation 
or dis crimination. 
We will not know
ingly accept any 
advertising for real 
estate, which is in 
violation of the law. 

All persons are 
hereby informed 
that all dwellings 
advertised are 
available on an 
equal op portunity 
basis. (TFN)

FAX RECEIVING 
AND 
SENDING SER-
VICE 
The Clinton Jour
nal will facsimile 
documents to other 
fax machines for 
private parties and 
business. RATES: 
(Receiving) $2 
 First page, $1 
each page after, 
(sending in US) 
$3  First page. $1 
each page after. 
Get your important 
docu ments where 
they need to be 
instantly by taking 
ad vantage of our 
facsimile machine. 
Reproduce com
plete documents 
and/or pictures by 
telephone in just 
a couple minutes! 
Just stop by the 
Clinton Journal, 111 
S Monroe, Clin
ton  no appoint
ment necessary. 
(119TFN)

NEW TO TOWN? 
Stop by our office 
for your Free 2021–
2022 Community 
Guide. This guide 
will tell everything 
you need to know 
about settling into 
Clinton and making 
it home. 
Clinton Journal           
111 S Monroe, 
Clinton

201 DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARE 

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as 
a childcare facil
ity, may cause to 
be published any 
advertisement solic
iting a child care 
service. *A child
care facility that is 
licensed or operat
ing under a permit 
issued by the Illi
nois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may pub
lish advertisements 
of the services for 
which it is specif
ically licensed or 
issued a permit. 
The Clinton Journal 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian 
to verify the validity 
of the license of 
any facility before 
placing a child in its 
care. 
*Family homes 
that care for no 
more than three 
(3) children under 
the age of twelve 
or which receive 
only children from 
a single household, 
for less than 24 
hours per day, are 
exempt from licen
sure as day care 
homes. The three 
children to whom 
this exemption 
applies includes 
the family’s natural 
or adopted chil
dren and any other 
persons under the 
age of 12 whether 
related or unrelated 
to the operator of 
the day care home. 
(DCFS Rule, Part 
377.3 (c)) 

203 HELP WANTED

THE CLINTON 
JOURNAL is 
seeking a substi
tute delivery driver.  
Responsibilities 
include picking up 
paper bundles from 
the Journal office 
and delivering them 
to designated busi
nesses in a timely 
manner.  MUST 
have a valid driver’s 
license, reliable 
transportation and 
valid insurance.  
Apply at the Clinton 
Journal office, 111 
S. Monroe St., Clin
ton. (203TFN)
Hiring Personal 
care assistant/
CNA/Home health 
aid.  Individuals 
who are com
passionate and 
serviceorientated 
to care for others.  
Assist with activi
ties of daily living, 
including bathing, 
dressing, toilet
ing, and running 
errands.  Bene
fits: Working hour 
discount, Flexible 
schedule.  Time 
schedule 5 hours 
per day & $30 per 
hour.  I can be 
reached email Andy 
(andyctrangegrad
ing@gmail.com) 
for more details. 
(2030407)

305 GARAGE/
RUMMAGE SALES

PLACE A RUM-
MAGE SALE AD 
IN THE CLINTON 
JOURNAL. Dead
line for ads are: 
Monday, 5:00 PM 
for the following Fri

day edition.  Rate: 1 
publication and up 
to one week online, 
Up to 20 words for 
$17.00, additional 
words are 25¢ a 
word.  OUR RAIN 
GUARANTEE: If it 
rains on your sale 
day, we’ll rerun the 
same ad (only date 
& time changes) 
for free. Must run 
within 2 weeks.

FOR SALE. Patio 
Settable, 4 folding 
chairs, umbrel
la never used 
outdoors, $125.00, 
2179442106 
(3050331)

LEGAL

IN THE UNITED 
STATES DISTRICT 
COURT FOR 
THE CENTRAL 
DISTRICT OF 
ILLINOIS SPRING
FIELD DIVISION
UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA,
Plaintiff,
vs.
SHERYL E. ZBIN
DEN, 
Defendants. 
Civil No. 22cv
3104

NOTICE OF MAR
SHAL’S SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE is 
hereby given that 
pursuant to a judg
ment of foreclosure 

entered by the court 
in the aboveen
titled cause, the 
property hereinafter 
described or so 
much thereof as 
shall be sufficient to 
satisfy said judg
ment, will be sold to 
the highest bidder.
1. The name, 
address and 
telephone number 
of the person to 
contact for infor
mation regarding 
the real estate is: 
Angela Gardner, 
SFH Specialist, 
2118 W. Park Ct., 
Champaign, IL 
61821. Telephone: 
217.403.6226
2. The common 
address and other 
common descrip
tion, if any, of the 
real estate is: 104 
N. Mulberry Street, 
Clinton, Illinois 
61727.
3. The legal de
scription of the real 
estate is:
The West ½ of 
Out Block 3 in the 
Original Town, now 
City of Clinton, 
Except 99 feet off 
the full North and 

of the West ½ of 
Out Block 3 in the 
Original Town, now 
city of Clinton and 
Except 99 feet of 
the full south end of 
the West ½ of Out 
Block 3 in the Orig
inal Town, now City 
of Clinton, and 
also except com
mencing at the 
Southwest corner of 
the East ½ of Out 
Block 3 in the Orig
inal Town, now City 
of Clinton, thence 
North 165 feet, 
thence West 40 
feet, thence South 
165 feet, thence 
east 40 feet to the 
place of beginning, 
situated in the 
county of Dewitt, 
State of Illinois.
Parcel #0734204
006
4. The real estate 
may be inspected 
prior to sale at the 
following times:
(Available for 
inspection during 
business hours 
upon reasonable 
advance notice to 
the county office 
listed above.)
5. The time and 

place of the sale 
are Thursday, April 
20, 2023, at 11:00 
a.m., inside the 
main entrance of 
the DeWitt County 
Courthouse, 201 W. 
Washington Street, 
Clinton, IL 61727. 
MASKS ARE RE
QUIRED FOR ALL 
ATTENDING THE 
SALE.
6. The terms of the 
sale are:
10% of purchase 
price payable at 
time and place of 
sale by Cashier=s/
Official Bank Check 
made payable to 
the United States 
Marshals Service. 
Balance to be paid 
by  Cashier=s/Of
ficial Bank Check 
made payable to 
the United States 
Marshals Service 
and received by the 
United States Mar
shal, 100 NE Mon
roe Street, Peoria, 
Illinois 61602, with
in thirty (30) days of 
date of said sale. If 
the balance is not 
received within said 
time period, the 
10% payment made 
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CLINTON COMMUNITY UNIT SCHOOLS
March 16, 2023

VACANCY NOTICE NO. 19
Please apply on-line at www.applitrack.com/Clinton/onlineapp unless not-
ed otherwise. 

Clinton High School
1. PE/Health Teacher for the 2023-24 school year, application deadline 
March 31, 2023
1. LBS1 Transition Teacher for 2023-24 school year, application deadline 
March 31, 2023
2. English Teacher for the 2023-24 school year, application deadline 
March 31, 2023
1. Administrative Assistant Position. (11 Month-Full Time) Looking for 
a friendly, energetic, organized individual who loves kids with experience 
using quicken, google docs, excel, and word. The position’s benefits include 
an hourly starting rate of $15.00 (negotiable with years of experience) and 
individual health, life, dental, and vision insurance paid for by the District.  
This position will be filled as soon as possible.

Clinton Junior High
1. PE/Health Teacher for the 2023-24 school year, application deadline 
March 31, 2023

Clinton Elementary School 
1. Elementary Teacher for the 2023-24 school year, application deadline 
March 31, 2023
1. Special Ed.Teacher for the 2023-2024 school year, application dead-
line March 31, 2023

Transportation
Sub Bus Driver, ($23.85 per hour) Bus Drivers must have a CDL or be 
willing to obtain one.  
Sub Van Driver, ($21.74 per hour), 
Sub Bus/Van Monitor, ($15.00 per hour)
1 Crossing Guard – (2023-2024 school year) apply online or p/u applica-
tion at the unit office
Sub Crossing Guards, ($15.00 per hour)

Athletics
1. CJHS Dance Coach, please apply online or email letter of interest, re-
sume, and letters of recommendation to Matt Koeppel, AD, at mkoeppel@
cusd15.org, application deadline March 31, 2023
1. CJHS Cheer Coach, please apply online or email letter of interest, re-
sume, and letters of recommendation to Matt Koeppel, AD, at mkoeppel@
cusd15.org, application deadline March 31, 2023

Cafeteria
1. Kitchen Staff (5.0 hours) 9-month position, Food Service Certificate 
required or be willing to obtain one / Kitchen experience preferred / Reports 
to CJHS Kitchen Manager
2. Sub Kitchen Help, (on call as needed)

Unit Office

1. Teacher Aide - Bilingual (English & Spanish), please see website for 
requirements for paraprofessional license  https://roe17.org/licensure/para-
professionals , application deadline March 31, 2023

03242023

at time of sale shall 
be forfeited to the 
United States, the 
sale shall be void 
and a new sale 
shall be scheduled 
by the Court.
7. Title will be con-
veyed subject to all 
general real estate 
taxes for the years 
2022 and thereaf-
ter to be paid by 
buyer(s), which are 
a lien upon the real 
estate, and special 
assessments, if 
any, and ease-
ments and restric-
tions of record. 
Buyer(s) shall also 
be responsible for 
payment of the real 
estate transfer tax 
(35 ILCS 200-31-
45).
8. Said property is 
being sold at this 
judicial sale “AS 
IS” WITHOUT ANY 
WARRANTIES 
OF HABITABILITY 
OR ANY OTHER 
WARRANTIES, 
EITHER EXPRESS 
OR IMPLIED.
9. Upon receipt of 
the entire purchase 
price amount, a 
Certificate of Sale 
shall be forwarded 
to the Marshal for 
execution describ-
ing the lands and 
tenements pur-
chased and the 
sum paid therefor to 
be tendered to the 
purchaser. Upon 
confirmation of said 
sale by the Court, 
the holder of said 
Certificate of Sale 
shall be entitled 
to a deed for said 
premises.
10. IF YOU ARE 
THE MORTGAGE 
OR (HOMEOWN-
ER), YOU HAVE 
THE RIGHT 
TO REMAIN IN 
POSSESSION 
FOR 30 DAYS 
AFTER ENTRY OF 
AN ORDER OF 
POSSESSION, IN 
ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 
15-1701(c) OF THE 
ILLINOIS MORT-
GAGE FORECLO-
SURE LAW.
DATED at Spring-
field, Illinois, this 
28th day of Febru-
ary 2023.
s/Justin Hamrock
JUSTIN HAMROCK
CHIEF DEPUTY 
UNITED STATES 
MARSHAL
CENTRAL DIS-
TRICT OF ILLI-
NOIS

LEGAL 19712
March 17, 24, 31 
and April 7, 2023

LEGAL

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 
6TH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT

DEWITT COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS

LAKEVIEW LOAN 
SERVICING LLC,

PLAINTIFF,

VS.

THOMAS CULPEP-
PER A/K/A THOM-
AS L CULPEP-
PER; UNKNOWN 
OWNERS AND 
NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS,

DEFENDANTS.

NO. 22 FC 27

404 NORTH STATE 
STREET

FARMER CITY, IL 
61842

JUDGE

PRESIDING 
JUDGE

NOTICE BY PUBLI-
CATION

NOTICE IS HERE-
BY GIVEN TO 
YOU,

Thomas Culpepper 
a/k/a Thomas L 
Culpepper

Unknown Owners 
and Non-Record 
Claimants

defendants, that 
this case has been 
commenced in this 
Court against you 
and other defen-

dants, asking for 
the foreclosure of 
a certain Mortgage 
conveying the 
premises described 
as follows, to wit:

LOTS 1 AND 2 
IN BLOCK 6 IN 
HUDDLESTON’S 
SECOND ADDI-
TION TO FARMER 
CITY, SITUATED IN 
THE COUNTY OF 
DEWITT, IN THE 
STATE OF ILLI-
NOIS.

Commonly known 
as: 404 North State 
Street

Farmer City, IL 
61842

and which said 
Mortgage was 
made by,

Thomas Culpepper 
a/k/a Thomas L 
Culpepper

Mortgagor(s), to

Eagle Mortgage 
Brokerage, Inc.

Mortgagee, and re-
corded in the Office 
of the Recorder of 
Deeds of DeWitt 
County, Illinois, 
as Document No. 
224694; and for 
other relief.

UNLESS YOU file 
your answer or 
otherwise file your 
appearance in this 
case, on or before 
April 17, 2023, 
A JUDGMENT 
OR DECREE BY 
DEFAULT MAY BE 
TAKEN AGAINST 
YOU FOR THE 
RELIEF ASKED IN 
THE COMPLAINT.

E-filing is now man-
datory with limited 
exemptions. To 
e-file, you must first 
create an account 
with an e-filing 
service provider. 
Visit http://efile.
illinoiscourts.gov/
service-providers.
htm to learn more 
and to select a 
service provider. If 
you need additional 
help or have trouble 
e-filing, visit http://
www.illinoiscourts.
gov/faq/gethelp.asp 
or talk with your 
local circuit clerk’s 
office. If you cannot 
e-file, you may be 
able to get an ex-
emption that allows 
you to file in-person 
or by mail. Ask 
your circuit clerk 
for more informa-
tion or visit www.
illinoislegalaid.org. 
If you are unable to 
pay your court fees, 
you can apply for 
a fee waiver. For 
information about 
defending yourself 
in a court case 
(including filing an 
appearance or fee 
waiver), or to apply 
for free legal help, 
go to www.illinoisle-
galaid.org. You can 
also ask your local 
circuit clerk’s office 
for a fee waiver 
application.

PURSUANT TO 
THE FAIR DEBT 
COLLECTION 
PRACTICES ACT, 
THE PLAINTIFF’S 
ATTORNEY IS 
DEEMED TO BE 
A DEBT COLLEC-
TOR ATTEMPTING 
TO COLLECT A 
DEBT AND ANY IN-
FORMATION WILL 
BE USED FOR 
THAT PURPOSE.

McCalla Raymer 
Leibert Pierce, LLC

Attorney for Plaintiff

1 N. Dearborn St. 
Suite 1200

Chicago, IL 60602

Ph. (312) 346-9088

File No. 22-
13720IL-872265

I3215578 

LEGAL 19724
March 17, 24, and 
31, 2023

LEGAL

CASE NO. 
2023TX2 
FILED February 23, 
2023 
TAKE NOTICE 

TO: ASHLEY 
FINCH, NICOLE 
FINCH, BRA-
DEN FINCH, 
ILLINOIS ATTOR-
NEY GENERAL 
KWAME RAOUL, 
ILLINOIS DEPT 
OF REVENUE 
C/O DIRECTOR 
DAVID HARRIS, 
DEWITT COUNTY 
CLERK; OCCU-
PANTS, PARTIES 
IN OCCUPAN-
CY OR ACTUAL 
POSSESSION OF 
SAID PROPERTY; 
AND UNKNOWN 
OWNERS or PAR-
TIES INTERESTED 
IN SAID LAND OR 
LOTS AND UN-
KNOWN OCCU-
PANTS 

This is NOTICE of 
the filing of the pe-
tition for Tax Deed 
on the following 
described property: 
Property located 
at: 5301 ROWELL 
ROAD, CLINTON, 
ILLINOIS 
Property Index 
Number: 11-25-
100-009 

On September 15, 
2023 at 11:00 AM, 
in the Circuit Court 
of DeWitt County, 
DeWitt County 
Courthouse, 201 W 
Washington Street, 
Courtroom A, 
Clinton, Illinois, the 
Petitioner intends to 
make an application 
for an order on the 
petition that a Tax 
Deed be issued. 
The real estate was 
sold on October 21, 
2020, for delinquent 
real estate taxes 
and/or special 
assessments for 
the year 2019. 
Certificate No. 
201900079. The 
period of redemp-
tion will expire on 
August 23, 2023. 

DG ENTERPRIS-
ES, LLC - X, LLC 
PETITIONER 
6114-931080 

LEGAL 19729
March 31 and April 
7 and 14, 2023

LEGAL

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 
6TH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT

DEWITT COUN-
TY-CLINTON, 
ILLINOIS

ROCKET MORT-
GAGE, LLC F/K/A 
QUICKEN LOANS, 
LLC, 

PLAINTIFF

vs.

UNKNOWN HEIRS 
AT LAW AND LEG-
ATEES OF BOB D. 
WIENEKE; KATH-
LEEN R. WISMER, 
INDEPENDENT 
EXECUTOR OF 
THE ESTATE OF 
BOB D. WEIN-
KE, DECEASED; 
KATHLEEN WIS-
MER; UNKNOWN 
OWNERS AND 
NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS,

DEFENDANT

NO. 2022FC28

PUBLICATION 
NOTICE

The requisite affi-
davit for publication 
having been filed, 
notice is hereby 
given to you, UN-
KNOWN HEIRS AT 
LAW AND LEG-
ATEES OF BOB 
D. WIENEKE; and 
UNKNOWN OWN-
ERS AND NON-
RECORD CLAIM-
ANTS, Defendant in 
the above entitled 
suit, that the said 
suit has been 
commenced in 
the Circuit Court 
of the 6th Judicial 
Circuit, DeWitt 
County, Illinois by 
the plaintiff against 
you and other 
defendant, praying 

for the foreclosure 
of a certain mort-
gage conveying the 
premises described 
as follows to wit:

49.66 ACRES, 
MORE OR LESS, 
ALONG THE WEST 
SIDE OF LOT 1 
IN THE NORTH-
WEST QUARTER 
OF SECTION 18, 
TOWNSHIP 19 
NORTH, RANGE 
3 EAST OF THE 
THIRD PRINCI-
PAL MERIDIAN, 
CREEK TOWN-
SHIP, DEWITT 
COUNTY, ILLI-
NOIS, AND MORE 
PARTICULARLY 
DESCRIBED AS 
FOLLOWS:

THE SOUTH 1/2 
OF LOT 1 OF THE 
SOUTHWEST 1/4 
OF THE SOUTH-
WEST 1/4 AND 
LOTS 2 AND 8 OF 
THE SOUTH 1/2 
OF LOT 1 IN THE 
SOUTHWEST 1/4 
OF THE NORTH-
WEST 1/4 OF SEC-
TION 18, TOWN-
SHIP 19 NORTH, 
RANGE 3 EAST 
OF THE THIRD 
P.M., CREEK 
TOWNSHIP, DE-
WITT COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS. ALSO 
DESCRIBED AS:

COMMENCING 
24 POLES W OF 
THE NE CORNER 
OF THE SE 1/4 
OF THE NW 1/4 
OF SEC 18, T 19 
N, R 3 E OF THE 
3RD P.M., AND 
RUNNING FROM 
THENCE W 6 
POLES, THENCE 
S 80 POLES, 
THENCE E 6 
POLES, THENCE 
N 80 POLES TO 
P.O.B., CONTAIN-
ING 3 ACRES; 
ALSO, 15.66 
ACRES OFF OF 
THE W SIDE OF 
THE N 1/2 OF LOT 
1 OF NW 1/4 OF 
SEC 18; ALSO, 25 
ACRES OFF OF 
THE W SIDE OF 
THE S 1/2 OF LOT 
1 OF NW 1/4 OF 
SECTION 18.

ALSO, COMMENC-
ING AT THE NE 
CORNER OF THE 
SE 1/4 OF THE 
NW 1/4 OF SEC 
18, T 19 N, R 3 E 
OF THE 3RD P.M., 
THENCE RUN-
NING S 40 RODS, 
THENCE W 24 
RODS, THENCE N 
40 RODS, THENCE 
E 24 RODS TO 
THE PLACE OF 
BEGINNING, 
CONTAINING 6 
ACRES, MORE 
OR LESS, DEWITT 
COUNTY, ILLI-
NOIS, MEANING 
AND INTENDING 
TO CONVEY ALL 
LAND OWNED BY 
SAMUEL F. PRIM-
MER AT THE TIME 
OF HIS DEATH IN 
THE NORTH 1/2 
OF SECTION 18, 
TOWNSHIP 19 
NORTH, RANGE 
3 EAST OF THE 
THIRD P.M., 
CREEK TOWN-
SHIP, SITUATED 
IN THE COUNTY 
OF DEWITT, IN 
THE STATE OF 
ILLINOIS.

COMMON AD-
DRESS:

12355 Middle 
Creek Road, Clin-
ton, IL 61727

P.I.N.:

13-18-100-006

and which said 
mortgage was 
signed by BOB D. 
WIENEKE (DE-
CEASED), Mort-
gagor, to Mortgage 
Electronic Registra-
tion Systems, Inc., 
Quicken Loans, 
LLC, as Mortgag-
ee, and recorded 
in the Office of 
the Recorder of 
Deeds of DeWitt 
County as Docu-
ment No. 259426; 
and for such other 
relief prayed; that 
summons was duly 
issued out of the 
Circuit Court of De-
Witt County against 
you as provided by 
law, and that the 
said suit is now 

pending.

NOW THERE-
FORE, UNLESS 
YOU, the said 
above defendant, 
file your answer to 
the Complaint in 
said suit or other-
wise make your 
appearance therein, 
in the Office of the 
Clerk of this Court 
in DeWitt County at 
201 West Washing-
ton PO Box 439, 
Clinton, IL 61727 
on or before April 
24, 2023, default 
may be entered 
against you at any 
time after that day 
and a judgment en-
tered in accordance 
with the prayer of 
said complaint.

E-Filing is now 
mandatory for 
documents in civil 
cases with limited 
exemptions. To 
e-file, you must first 
create an account 
with an e-filing 
service provider. 
Visit http://efile.
illinoiscourts.gov/
service-providers.
htm to learn more 
and to select a 
service provider. If 
you need additional 
help or have trouble 
e-filing, visit http://
www.illinoiscourts.
gov/faq/gethelp.asp 
or talk with your 
local circuit clerk’s 
office.

Johnson, Blumberg 
& Associates, LLC

30 N. LaSalle St., 
Suite 3650

Chicago, Illinois 
60602

Email: ilpleadings@
johnsonblumberg.
com

Ph. 312-541-9710 / 
Fax 312-541-9711

JB&A # IL 22 0003

I3216028 

LEGAL 19731
March 24, 31 and 
April 7, 2023

LEGAL

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 
SIXTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT,
DEWITT COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
In Probate

IN RE THE ES-
TATE OF 

MARY E. TOMKIN-
SON 

 No. 2023PR3 

DECEASED 

NOTICE BY PUB-
LICATION

TO: CREDITORS 
and CLAIMANTS 

Notice is hereby 
given of the death 
of MARY E. TOM-
KINSON, who died 
on December 19, 
2022, a resident of 
Clinton, Illinois. 

Letters of Office 
were issued on 
February 21, 
2023, to DENNIS 
R. TOMKINSON, 
whose address 
is 24 Holly Drive, 
Clinton, IL 61727, 
as Executor; and 
whose attorney of 
record is Stephen 
R. Myers, 202 W. 
Adams Street, Clin-
ton, Illinois 61727. 

Claims against the 
estate may be filed 
in the office of the 
Clerk of the Court 
at 201 W. Washing-
ton Street, Clinton, 
Illinois 61727, or 
with the Executor 
identified above, or 
both, on or before 
October 1 2023. 
Any claim not filed 
on or before that 
date is barred. 
Copies of a claim 
filed with the Clerk 
must be mailed or 
delivered by the 
claimant to the 
Executor and to the 
attorney within (ten) 
10 days after it has 
been filed. 

The estate will 
be administered 
without Court 
supervision unless 

an interested party 
terminates indepen-
dent administration 
by filing a petition 
to terminate under 
section 28-4 of the 
Probate Act of 1975 
(755 ILCS 5/28-4). 

Dated: March 20, 
2023 

Stephen R. Myers, 
Attorney at Law 

ARDC No. 2008203 
Stephen R. Myers 
Attorney for Exec-
utor 
202 W. Adams 
Street 
Clinton, Illinois 
61727 
Tel. (217) 935-8326 
Fax (217) 935-4333 
E-Mail: steve@
stevemyerslaw.com 

LEGAL 19737
March 24, 31 and 
April 7, 2023

LEGAL

ASSUMED NAME 
PUBLICATION 
NOTICE

Public Notice is 
Hereby given that 
on Thursday, March 
23, 2023, a certifi-
cate was filed in the 
Office of the County 
Clerk of DeWitt 
County, Illinois, 
setting forth the 
names and post-of-
fice addresses of 
all the persons 
owning, conducting 
and transacting the 
business known as:  

THE NEW ANGLE 
SOAP COMPANY 
LLC
805 S MULBERRY 
ST
CLINTON, IL 61727

Dated:  Thursday, 
March 23, 2023

No. 2023-186

/s/ Kari L. Harris
County Clerk

LEGAL 19738
March 31 and April 
7 and 14, 2023

LEGAL

PUBLIC NOTICE

TREE TRIMMING 
ACTIVITIES IN 
Unincorporated, 
De Witt County, 
IL AND NEARBY 
AREAS

TO THE PATRONS 
OF AMEREN ILLI-
NOIS: 

Please be advised 
that Ameren Illinois 
will trim trees and 
other vegetation 
in and around 
the town(s) of IN 
Unincorporated, 
De Witt County, Il-
linois. Our qualified 
utility arborists will 
trim trees and vege-
tation that could in-
terfere with electric 
lines that run from 
pole to pole and 
elsewhere. This 
work is necessary 
in order to minimize 
the likelihood of 
outages and safety 
hazards. There is 
no charge to you for 
this service. 

If you have any 
questions about this 
work, please call 
1-800-755-5000 or 
visit our website at 
MySafeTrees.com. 
You may address 
your concerns in 
the manner speci-
fied on our website. 
You may also call 
the Consumer 
Services Division of 
the Illinois Com-
merce Commission 
at 1-800-524-
0795. Maps have 
been provided to 
the mayors and 
the county board 
chairpersons of the 
affected areas. 

Sincerely, 
Ameren Illinois For-
estry Department 

LEGAL 19739
March 31, 2023
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Annual Meeting

Wilson Township’s 
Annual Town Meet-
ing will be held at 
Wilson Town Hall 
on Tuesday, April 
11, 2023, at 7:00 
p.m. to transact 
miscellaneous legal 
town business and 
to hear reports.  
The regular April 
monthly meeting of 
the Township will 
be held on Tues-
day, April 11, 2023 
following the Town 
Meeting.  

Jo While, Clerk
March 27, 2023

LEGAL 19740
March 31, 2023

LEGAL

PUBLIC NOTICE

The DeWitt County 
Housing Authority 
has developed doc-
uments related to 
the Annual Agency 
plan process for 
fiscal year begin-
ning October 1, 
2022, and the Cap-

LEGAL

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 
SIXTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT 
DEWITT COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS-PRO-
BATE DIVISION

IN THE MATTER 
OF THE ESTATE 
OF: DONALD O. 
SHORT, 

DECEASED

2023-PR-10

CLAIM DATE 
NOTICE-INDEPEN-
DENT ADMINIS-

ital Fund Program 
Annual Statement 
for 2023, in compli-
ance with current 
HUD Regulations.  
This document 
includes informa-
tion regarding The 
2023 Capital Fund 
Program, ACOP 
changes and tenant 
charge updates.  

The documents are 
available at The 
Housing Authority 
Office located at 
100 South Railroad 
Street in Clin-
ton, Illinois.  The 
documents may be 
viewed during reg-
ular business hours 
Monday through 
Friday from 8:00 
a.m. until 12:00 
p.m. and from 1:00 
p.m. until 4:00 p.m.  
The plan and relat-
ed documents will 
be on display for a 
period of 45 days.  
A public hearing 
will be held on 
Tuesday, May 16, 
2023, at 12:00 p.m. 
at Nixon Manor, 
located at 100 S. 
Railroad Street in 
Clinton, Illinois.

Residents and 
general public will 
be given the oppor-
tunity to review and 
comment on the 
Housing Authority 
plans to utilize the 
2023 Capital Fund 
Program (CFP) 
funding and all re-
lated documents.  

-Equal Housing 
Opportunity-

LEGAL 19741
March 31, 2023

TRATION

Notice is given of 
the death of the 
above named dece-
dent:

Letters of Office 
were issued on 
March 20, 2023, to 
Sheila R. Wayne, 
14300 Apricot 
Road, Wapella, 
Illinois 61777, as 
Independent Exec-
utor.  The attorney 
for the estate is 
Jerry A. Johnson, 
Attorney at Law, 
32 Manorhill Drive, 
P.O. Box 571, Clin-
ton, Illinois 61727.

Claims may be filed 
in the office of the 
Clerk of the Circuit 
Court at the DeWitt 
County Courthouse, 
201 West Washing-
ton Street, Clinton, 
Illinois 61727, or 
with the Indepen-
dent Executor, or 
both, on or before 
October 2, 2023.  
Any claim not filed 
within that period is 
barred.  Copies of 
the claim filed with 
the Clerk of the Cir-
cuit Court must be 

mailed or delivered 
to the Independent 
Executor and to 
the Attorney within 
10 days after it has 
been filed.  

The estate will 
be administered 
without court 
supervision unless 
an interested party 
terminates Indepen-
dent Administration 
by filing a Petition 
to Terminate under 
Section 28-4 of the 
Illinois Probate Act 
(755 ILCS 5/28-4).  
A form of a Petition 
to Terminate Inde-
pendent Admin-
istration may be 
obtained from the 
Clerk of the Circuit 
Court at the above 
address.

Dated this 27th day 
of March, 2023

Sheila R. Wayne, 
Independent Exec-
utor of the Estate 
of Donald O. Short, 
Deceased.

Jerry A. Johnson, 
Attorney at Law
Attorney # 6185567
32 Manorhill Drive
P. O. Box 571
Clinton, Illinois 
61727
Telephone: (217) 
935-3335
E-mail: jajlawyer1@
gmail.com

LEGAL 19742
March 31, and April 
7 and 14, 2023

Otters results / from page B2
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