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Jail roof solar project update presented

Human resources information system approved

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

OREGON — At its
monthly meeting Tues-
day, the Ogle County
Board heard an update
from Board Member Don
Griffin on its project that
involvessolarpanelsinthe
roof of the recently-con-
structed Ogle County
Judicial Center.

The Ogle County Ju-
dicial Center replaced the
former Ogle County Jail,
which was recently de-
molished. Stateline Solar
is the county’s contractor
on the solar panel proj-
ect and board members
were shown photos of the
progress on Tuesday. The
county saw delays in re-
ceiving equipment for the
project such as inverters
and a switch.

“We did get the in-
verters in finally and then
we were waiting for the
switchweneeded,” Griffin
said. “Thatall came inand

the contractors were on

RTHS

site last week. The invert-
ers have been mounted on
the outside wall. That’s all
been installed and hope-
fully next week they’ll be
on site to finish the major-
ity of that project and we
should be getting close to
being operational. We’re
seeing movement on it.
It’s amatter of onceit’s all
hooked up, finishing the
net metering connection
with ComEd.”

Human

resources

The board approved
the purchase of a new hu-
man resource information
system from Paycom by a
vote of 22-1. The system
involves a $6,500 initial
cost and $1,500 payroll
cost and expenses each
pay period will depend on
the number of employees
receiving compensation.

Paycom was the lower
ofthe final two systems the
board considered, Board
Chairman John Finfrock

dismisses early
following stabbing incident

between 2 students

One juvenile flown to outside hospital with significant injuries

ROCHELLE — Rochelle
Township High School dismissed
students early at 10:30 a.m. on
Monday, March 20 due to a stab-
bing altercation that took place
between two students that re-
sulted in “significant injuries” to
one student, press releases from
Rochelle Township High School
District 212 and Ogle County
Sheriff Brian VanVickle said.

At 9:24 a.m. Monday an Ogle
County deputy requested an am-
bulance to RTHS in reference to

a student that had been stabbed,

the press release said. RTHS

immediately initiated planned
protocols locking the building
down and requiring students
to stay in classrooms. RTHS’s
on-site school resource officer,
school nurse and other personnel
handled the student situation un-
til paramedics from the Rochelle
Fire Department and additional
law enforcement arrived.

The sheriff’s press release
said that two male juveniles,
both aged 17, were involved in
a physical altercation.

See RTHS page 2
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Ogle County Board Chairman John Finfrock and Vice
Chairman Patricia Nordman look on during Tuesday’s
meeting. (Photo by Jeff Helfrich)

said. A human resource
information system is
required for record keep-
ing, and Finfrock said the
county has not had one
“for quite a long time.”

“We want to get started
so we can get it faster and
be able to use it and meet
requirements,” Finfrock
said. “I think we did our
due diligence.”

The agreement with

Paycom does not involve
acontract. The county will
have access to a support
team forit. Board Member
Bruce Larson said the cost
per person paid per pay
period will be $165.

Road & bridge

Theboard unanimously
approved a bid from Mar-
tin & Company Excavat-
ing for $1.629 million for

a project that will replace
the existing bridge on
LeafRiverRoad over Leaf
River with a longer bridge
with a larger opening.

For the work, the board
appropriated $539,000
from the federal aid match-
ing fund, $500,000 from
the county aid to bridge
fund and $591,000 from
the county’s REBUILD
Illinois fund for a total of
$1.63 million for the coun-
ty’s portion of the project.

The board also unan-
imously approved a bid
from Martin & Com-
pany Excavating for
$356,061.58 for its Eagle
Point Road overflow cul-
vert project, which will
construct an additional
box culvert adjacent to an
existing structure on Eagle
Point Road just east of
Brookville Road.

For the work, the board
appropriated $360,000
from the county aid to
bridge fund.

See COUNTY page 2

| recreation. Awards were

Oregon Park Board
recognizes
employees
Sansone and Suter
for years of service

The Oregon Park District
Board of Commissioners
recognized Mary San-
sone and Brent Suter

on March 14 for their
years of service. San-
sone is the custodial
and support services
supervisor and has been
employed by the district
for 25 years. Suter is the
assistant superinten-
dent of parks & facilities
and has been employed
by the district for 15
years. The Oregon Park
District thanks Mary and
Brent for their commit-
ment and dedication to
excellence in parks and

presented by Mark Trem-
ble, board president.
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Gulf Stream Ameri-Lite Trailers

815.874.7226
www.SunnylisilandRV.com

$143/Month

Tax, Title

& License
Not Included
10% Down

72 HolcombBonk ame

Earn more with your money!

12-month CD*
at 4.45% APY*

*CD (Certificate of Deposit) requires $1,000 minimum balance to earn APY. * Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is effective
as of 3/23/23. Penalty for early withdrawal. For further information about fees and terms call or visit a Holcomb Bank

location.
www.holcomb.bank

THINK OUTSIDE THE BOX WITH AN ADJUSTABLE RATE MORTGAGE!

815.234.2561 | byronbank.com
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Ogle County Board members heard an update on the solar project on he roof of
the Ogle County Judicial Center. (Photo by Jeff Helfrich)

COUNTY: Board approves annual
pavement marking applications

From page 1

Theboard unanimously
approved abid from Coun-
tryman, Inc. for $55,593
for annual application of
pavement markings on
county highways. For the
work, the board appro-
priated $56,000 from its
motor fuel tax fund.

Each of the bids ap-
proved Tuesday was the
low bid.

Trees
Board Member Susie
Corbittsaid that the coun-
ty’s oak tree planting
project is progressing
and Morton Arboretum
will be making a presen-

tation at 4 p.m. before
next month’s county
board meeting on April
18.

“We will have an
open meeting,” Corbitt
said. “We encourage the
public to come and hear
the presentation on the
importance of planting
native trees.”

RTHS: Teen treated for injuries

From page 1

“The Rochelle Fire
Department transport-
ed both juveniles to
Rochelle Community
Hospital, one with minor
injuries and one with
significant injuries, who
was later flown to an
outside hospital,” the
press release said. ”Of-
ficers from the Rochelle
Police Department and
additional deputies and
investigators from the
sheriff’s office respond-
ed to RTHS to assist.”

The early dismissal

was called due to the al-
tercation and the need for
acontinued investigation
by law enforcement, the
district press release said.
Students exited the build-
ing under the supervision
oflocal law enforcement.
The school provided
busing transportation
and parents picked up
students in the back of the
building. All after-school
programming was can-
celed. RTHS notified
students that from 2-3:30
p.m. they could come
back to process the events
of the day with available

“Forreston Mutual thanks the
doctors for their dedication”

Protection For Your Farm
& Home Insurance Needs

Stabili
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y * Service * Strengt
FORRESTON MUTUAL

INSURANCE COMPANY
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counselors.

“RTHS has fully co-
operated with the Ogle
County Sheriff’s Office
and the Rochelle Po-
lice Department as they
have investigated this
matter throughout the
day,” the district press
release said. “The initial
investigation concluded
there is no evidence to
indicate anything other
than an isolated incident
between the two students
identified today.”

Monday’s statement
from the school district
said it had no further
comment regarding the
situation asitis anactive
investigation with pend-
ing results. RTHS re-
sumed normal schooling
on Tuesday, March 21.

No other Rochelle
school buildings were
impacted by the inci-
dent or early dismissal
Monday.

VanVickle’s press re-
lease said results of the
investigation are pending
and media was asked
to refer any questions
regarding charges to
the Ogle County State’s
Attorney.

BYRON
220 W. 3rd St.

(815)234-5133

Be Yourself: Spark Ideas!

“One of my family friends had
breast cancer. This project kind
of represents her and that
makes me feel good.”

A boy, unafraid
to be himself,
inspires a
project

HEN David
Cunning-
ham wore

his bright pink shirt to
school one day, everyone
made fun of him. David is
aspirited kid. He shrugged
it off, because he likes
pink. It’s a good thing
David is so comfortable
being himself, because his
bright pink shirt started a
conversation that would
inspire the entire class
to take on a challenging
project to raise funds for
Serenity Hospice.

Pink for breast

cancer

When Mrs. Fletcher,
an eighth grade teacher
at Byron Middle School,
overheard classmates
teasing David about his
bright pink shirt, she re-
directed the conversation
towards the fact thatit was
currently October, breast
cancer awareness month.
This sparked an unexpect-
ed conversation and some
brilliant ideas, “Wouldn’t
itbe coolifeveryone wore
a pink shirt on the same
day to raise awareness of
breast cancer? Even bet-
ter, what if we designed
and sold the pink shirts
to raise money for a local
nonprofit organization?”
The students started to
brainstorm what it would
take to make this idea a

David Cunnigham

reality. They spent time
researching local non-
profits. They put together
a Google form and voted.
The decision was close to
unanimous. They would
donate the funds to Seren-
ity Hospice and Home. In
orderto create anamazing,
marketable design the
students decided to have
a competition. Caleigh
Rybicki’s tiger pawprint
inspired design was the
winner. “I was really
surprised. I didn’t expect
mine would win. Especial-
ly because I thought some
of the other ones were
really good too,” Caleigh
humbly shared. She was
grateful to be a part of
this project explaining,
“It feels really good to do
something to help people
locally.”

A hands-on
learning

experience

Throughoutthe project,
from ideation to imple-
mentation, the students
gained many practical

Miya Dunk and Caleigh Rybicki (above) and
David Cunningham (right)

skills and learned about
giving back to the com-
munity. They negotiated
inorderto getthe tee-shirts
at factory cost, earning
a higher profit margin in
order toraise the maximum
amount of funds. They
created promotional flyers
and order forms. Once the
tee-shirts were made and
delivered, they organized a
“pink outday” on the same
day as the School Assem-
bly: everyone wore their
shirts to raise awareness
of breast cancer. Student
Miya Dunk designed and
made a big check that the
class presented to Sereni-
ty’s CEO, Lynn Knodle.
Many of the students
know people impacted by
cancer and have friends
or family who directly
benefited from Serenity’s
services. This reinforced
the importance of giving
locally. They are proud of
how hard they worked to
raise funds for Serenity.
This hands-on learning ex-
perience taughtthem more
than any textbook ever
could... and most certain-
ly shaped
many of
them into 2
lifelong L
philanthro-
pists!
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Mrs. Fletcher’s 8th grade fifth hour History class
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113 S. 4th St.

(815)732-3365

=

QuiRCON

J S
{ :

Diclgersomi
Nieman

&
Ogle County’s Real Estate Market Leader! o sm—

-

000 Harvest Drive, Byron

dickersonnieman.com/202300818

HERE IT IS! Nicely updated 3 bedroom home, located in the heart
of Ogle County! This home features updates throughout, wood
floors, brand new carpet in family room, updated kitchen and bath,
abundant closet space. Furnace in 2022, Water Heater in 2018,
Electric Panel 2020, Roof (complete tear off) in 2016, Windows
replaced in 2013. Nice oversized 2 Car Heated garage!

DANA DAUB & MAYDELL LESSEN
(815) 440-2835 & (815) 622-4619

$135,000 dickersonnieman.com/202206586
SPACIOUS 2 STORY! 3 bedroom, 1 bath home. Large rooms, 3
season porch, wood floors, oversized 4 car garage - 40x27 with 3
overhead doors. Some replacement windows. Property sold “AS IS".

DANA DAUB & MAYDELL LESSEN
(815) 440-2835 & (815) 622-4619

Starting at $69,000 dickersonnieman.com/201701914

BEAUTIFUL BYRON SUBDIVISION! Large lots, city water
& sewer. No Impact fees. Building packages open to all
builders. Builder assistance available. Developer approval
required. Remaining lots are either full or partial exposure.

CHRIS SNYDER
(815) 494-7857

4
BRAD AUKER
(815) 978-0018

MAYDELL LESSEN
DESIGNATED MANAGING BROKER
(815) 622-4619

DOROTHY BOWERS
(815) 985-3264

SHARON BOWERS

(815) 757-7462 (815) 218-0059

YRAH AUSTIN-BUSHNEL

RANDY CRIDDLE
(815) 871-4004

TIFFANY CRAVATTA
(815) 988-4388

TERRY CRIDDLE
(815) 871-2006

DANA DAUB
(815) 440-2835

SEAN HOSSEINI
(815) 200-8490

Y £
KAYLA HESLOP
(815) 222-9771

MIKE LONG
(815) 761-4741

CHRIS SNYDER
(815) 494-7857
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Byron Bank hires Sullivan as
mortgage loan originator

BYRON — Byron
Bank is pleased to an-
nounce the addition of
Kristie Sullivan, mort-
gage loan originator at
our Byron location.

Kristie has over 20
years of experience in
servicing the Northern
Ilinois and South Wis-
consin areas. Kristie has
extensive experience in
writing all types of mort-
gage loans, including
conventional, FHA, VA,
and in-house specialty
loans.

“We are thrilled to
have Kristie on our
mortgage lending team,”

Brent Baker, Byron Bank

president, said. “Her
experience, profession-

alism and commitment
to her customers will
be a huge asset to our
already-skilled team.”

When she is not
working, Kristie enjoys
spending quality time
with her friends and fam-
ily. She also enjoys ex-
pressing her creativity
through crafting and
decorating her home and
yard. Kristie is a devoted
animal lover, finding
great joy in caring for her
pets and contributing to
animal charities.

Stop by the Byron
Bank location in Byron
to welcome Kristie!

County paint, aerosol
recycling and shredding

event 1s April 15

OREGON — The
Ogle County Solid Waste
Management Depart-
ment (OCSWMD) will
be hosting a latex paint/
aerosol can recycling
and document shredding
event on Saturday, April
15 at 909 Pines Road in
Oregon. This event is for
Ogle County residents
only and identification
is required. No permits
are required for this re-
cycling event.

Latex paint will be
collected for recycling
from 8 a.m. until noon.
The first 10 containers
of latex paint per vehicle
will cost $1 per quart-
sized container, $2 per
gallon-sized container
and $10 per five-gallon
pail. The OCSWMD will
subsidize the remaining
cost to recycle the latex
paint. Any additional
containers of latex paint
will be charged the full
price to recycle, which
is $3 per quart, $6 per
gallon, and $20 per 5-gal-
lon pail. Cash, credit
card or checks payable
to “EarthPaint.org” will
be accepted for payment.

Oil-based paints,
stains, and varnishes

and spray cans will also
be accepted. Residents
will have to cover the
full cost for recycling
oil-based paints, stains,
and varnishes. Costs to
recycle are $6 per quarts-
sized container, $10 per
gallon-sized container,
and $25 per five-gallon
pail. Cash, credit card
or checks payable to
“EarthPaint.org” will be
accepted for payment.
No business or con-
tractor paints accepted.
No bulking or com-
bining of latex paint.
Bulked latex paint can-
not be recycled in this
program.
EarthPaint.org is a
nonprofit business in the
Chicago area that works
with adults with special
needs and disabilities to
sort and recycle unwant-
ed latex paint into new
paint or other products.
Aerosol cans, small
14-16-ounce propane
cylinders and small bu-
tane cylinders will also
be accepted by Flatcan
Recycling. There is no
cost for up to 10 contain-
ers. For over 10 items
aerosol cans will be $1
each and propane and bu-

Grand Detour Annual
Town Meeting is April 11

GRAND DETOUR — Grand Detour’s Annual
Town Meeting will take place on Tuesday, April
11, the second Tuesday of the month, at 7:30 p.m.
at the Grand Detour Town Hall for the transaction
of the miscellaneous business of the town.

Agenda: Call to Order, Pledge of Allegiance,
Electa Moderator, Minutes of Last Year’s Meeting,
Balances Read, Old Business: Spray for Mosqui-
toes, Road & Bridge Money; New Business: None

and Adjourn.

The regular monthly meeting will follow.

VFW Post #8739

1310 W. Washington St., Oregon, IL

815-732-6851
Bar and Kitchen Open at 4PM

Carry out and kitchen are open:
Monday 4pm-7pm, Wednesday 4pm-8pm & Friday 4pm-8pm

Fish, chicken and shrimp
carry out on Fridays!

BINGO Wednesday 5:30pm
Karaoke 3rd Friday 7:00-11:00pm
Watch for Live Entertainment!

SLOTS ARE WAITING!

Game machines open Monday,
Wednesday and Friday 4-Close

Gaming

08222022

tane cylinders will be $3
each forrecycling. Most
aerosol spray products
will be accepted forrecy-
cling. Flatcan Recycling
will also accept alkaline
batteries for recycling
for $4 per pound and
one child car seat at no
charge. Additional child
car seats will be $20 per
seat.

In addition, secure,
on-site document shred-
ding will be conducted
by Freeport Recycling’s
Shred-Beast truck from
9 a.m. to noon. There
is a limit of three boxes
per vehicle. No business
or institutional material
accepted. Thereisno cost
to residents for paper
shredding, because the
OCSWMD will cover
the cost of the Shred-
Beast truck and staff.

Please call the
OCSWMD at 815-
732-4020, email solid-
waste@oglecountyil.
gov, or visit www.ogle-
countyil.gov or the Ogle
County Solid Waste
Management Depart-
ment on Facebook for
more information about
this recycling oppor-
tunity.

April Fool’s Day at the
Byron Museum on April 1

BYRON — Byron Museum of Histo-
ry will be hosting three award-winning
taxidermists on Saturday, April 1 from
10a.m.to 3 p.m. Local taxidermists Jim
Hess, Richard Ward and Bob Wagner
will be working on their current projects
and demonstrating their techniques for
museum Visitors.

Some finished mounts will be dis-
played along with several touchable
hides and tools of the trade. Visitors
will see a wide array of fish, birds and
mammals. Bring your questions, muse-
um admission is always free.

There’s also time to enter to win a
bottle of Calumet 16-year-old Bourbon
$169.99 retail value. Donated by County
Market, 100 percent of proceeds going to
the museum. Raffle tickets are available
by request at the County Market liquor
service desk through March 31. Cash
only donations of $5 each or $20 for five
chances to win. Drawing will be held on
April 1 at 2 p.m., need not be present to
win. Thank you for your support and
good luck!

Byron Museum of History is currently
hosting its Spring Art Show through
March 29, featuring work by members of

the Eagles Nest Art Group. The Eagle’s
NestArt Group welcomes all forms of art
including oil, acrylic, watercolor, pastels,
photography, fiber art and several other
forms of art. The group welcomes all
who are art-minded to participate in its
full schedule of programs, classes, and
art show opportunities. To learn more call
(815)732-7783. Find us on Facebook at
Eagle’s Nest Art Group, Oregon, Illinois.

Visit the Byron Museum Wednesday
to Saturday 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., admission
and group tours are free. Call the Muse-
um at 815.234.5031, or send an e-mail
to info@byronmuseum.org to schedule
a group tour. The Byron Museum of
History is located at 110 N. Union St.
in Byron, Illinois, 61010. Our website
address is www.byronmuseum.org

The Byron Museum of History is
dedicated to preserving the Byron area’s
rich history through exhibits, programs
and artifact preservation. The Museum
Complex consists of a large exhibit hall
with varied displays and encompasses
the historic Read House - which is a
listed Underground Railroad site on
the National Park Service’s Network
to Freedom.

Nash pool to be closed
for repairs April 1-30

OREGON — Nash
Recreation Center pool
will be closed April 1-30
for repairs. Repairs in-
clude removal and recon-
ditioning of the coping
stones and addressing
leaking in the pool trough.
While these repairs are
being completed staff

will also address many
preventative items to
ensure the pool is in
good working order upon
opening.

Nash Recreation Cen-
ter passholders that will
not be utilizing the facil-
ity during the pool closure
may turn their passes into

the front counter to extend
their passes for the 30 days
of closure. Thank you
for understanding while
staff continues to work to
provide a quality facility
for our patrons. For ques-
tions or more information
contact Nash Recreation
Center at 815-732-3101.

Ogle County Sheriff’s Office announces St.
Patrick’s Day DUI enforcement results

OREGON — The
Ogle County Sheriff’s
Office announced that it
made five driving under
the influence arrests and
issued 229 total citations
during the St. Patrick’s
Day enforcement period
which ran from March
10-19.

The citations and oth-
er offenses include: 17
citations for revoked,
suspended or no valid
driver’s license offenses,
four arrests for outstand-
ing warrants, one felony
drug arrest, five arrests

i _mlmm._m
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 Mendota Civie Center
- 1901 Tom Merwin Prive, Mendota

Free Parkmg & Adwusslon

your home?

HOW MUCH IS YOUR
HOME WORTH IN TODAY'S
REAL ESTATE MARKET?

Should you make repairs or
improvements before sellling?

Bird Realt

HOMES *» FARMS « COMMERCIAL

Doug’s got the key! Call Doug today!

Mh equity
do you have in

Buying or selling real estate in Northern Illinois?
Call Doug at 815-222-5806 for all your real estate needs!

y Doug Weber

815-222-5806

| CAN HELP - CALL TODAY! 7

doug@dougweber.net | 1688 Brandywine Lane, Dixon, IL | www.dougweber.net ‘

for driving under the
influence, three arrests
for cannabis violations,
23 citations for speeding
violations, 29 citations for
registration violations and
22 citations for insurance
violations.

“We strongly enforce
traffic laws for one reason
— to save lives,” Sheriff
Brian VanVickle said.
The Ogle County Sher-

iff’s Office joined forces
with state and local law
enforcementand highway
safety partners in the St.
Patrick’s Day enforce-
ment campaign.

The St. Patrick’s Day
enforcement campaign
was funded by federal
highway safety funds ad-
ministered by the Illinois
Department of Transpor-
tation.

NOTICE
Ogle County — Consolidated Election

EARLY VOTING and GRACE PERIOD REGISTRATION &
VOTING will be conducted at the Ogle County Clerk’s Office
located in the Old Courthouse at 105 S. 5t Street, Oregon, IL.

Early Voting
February 23, 2023 — April 3, 2023
Monday thru Friday — 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Saturday, April 1, 2023
9:00 a.m. — Noon

Grace Period Registration & Voting

March 8, 2023 — April 4, 2023
Monday thru Friday — 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Dated this 16 day of February, 2023
Laura J. Cook, Ogle County Clerk and Recorder

It’s tax time!!!

Jennifer Lungstrom, CPA, EA

Silene Walters, CPA, MAS

We do income taxes, payroll
& bookkeeping.

—\/ALTERS

Accounting Inc.

202 N. Walnut, Stillman Valley
815.645.8979

www.WALTERSTAX.com

01162023
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Obituaries

Mary J. Allen

MaryJ. Allen, 76, passed away March
12, 2023, after a brave, yet brief fight
with cancer. Her last days were spent
with the caring staff of Serenity
House surrounded by friends and
family.

Mary was born December 4,
1946, to Jeanette and Heber Rich-
ards in the Upper Peninsula just
across the river from Michigan
Tech University. After attending
school at Southern Illinois University,
Mary had an incredible 50-year career
in dental hygiene. Practicing with many
dental offices and some hospitals along
the way, she had the privilege of inspiring
the next generation of hygienists as an
instructor before her retirement.

She is survived by nine grandchil-
dren (Megan, Avery, Ethan, Ben, Maia,
Mackenzie, Tyler, Mina and Livie),
three children, (Patrick, Jen and Al),
two brothers, (Guy and John) and her
loving husband of 31 years Pat, along
withmany nieces andnephews. Her sister
Barb, first husband John, and her parents
preceded her in death.

In life, Mary was a dreamer and loved
adventure. She was especially passionate
about the thrill of trail riding and expe-
riencing God’s creation from horseback.
On the water, she loved kayaking or just
being part of the crew catching fish in a
boat. From the shores of Lake Superior
to the sands of Florida, she would always
pickup treasures to capture the memory of
beach life. She fulfilled alifelong dream of

walking where Jesus did in Israel and was
always up to watch an epic movie where
good guys overcome impossible odds
(especially if there were horses).

Her primary focus was wor-
shiping God and telling others
about Jesus. One of the ways
she demonstrated His love was
to advocate for women. Mary
served as area President and other
offices of AGLOW International
ministries formany years. Pouring herself
into the lives of women afforded her op-
portunities to travel all over the country
for conferences.

Locally, she enjoyed serving in the
Byron Women’s club and could be seen
chatting it up as owner of Cherished
Boutiques.

Ofallthe flowers and delicious produce
of her garden, her favorite was forget-
me-nots. You will not be forgotten Mary.

ACelebrationof Life will be held April
15th, 2023, at Forest City Fellowship of
Rockford at 1 1am. See their website for
location details: https://www.forestcity-
fellowship.net/

A light lunch will conclude the cele-
bration at the church.

In her memory, please consider do-
nating to one of the following:

Serenity Hospice and Home - https://
serenityhospiceandhome.org/

Water is Basic (women’s well repair
initiative) - https://waterisbasic.network-
forgood.com/projects/104956-wom-
en-s-well-repair-initiative?

Wanda Lee Reynolds

WINNEBAGO —  Works in Rockford. entertaining family and
Wanda Lee Reynolds, Toknowherwastolove  friends.
95, of Winnebago, IL her... Wanda immediately Wandaissurvivedbyher

gained her beauti-
ful angel’s wings,
Tuesday, March
14, 2023, at Se-
renity Hospice &
Home in Oregon,
IL peacefully with e
herbeloved family
by herside. Wanda

lit up any room she
entered. She was
suchaclassy woman
thattouchedsomany
lives. She loved her
8 family and friends
ey with all of her heart
and filled her home
with warmth and

children, Chuck (Jo Ann)
Reynolds (Oregon), Sue
Lancaster (Winnebago),
Jan Fletcher (Winnebago),
son-in-law, Denny Miller
(Morrison); sister-in-law,
Lynne Nelson (Rockford);
grandchildren, Monica
(Mike) Rasmussen, Harry

was born on November 6,
1927 to Leland Theodore
and Mildred Charlotte
(Swenson)NelsoninRock-
ford, IL. She graduated
from East High School in
Rockford in 1945.

After graduating, she
worked at Knox Motors in
Rockford, ILwhere she met
herhusband Harry “Butch”
Everett Reynolds. Wanda
and Butch were married
September 13, 1947 in
Rockford. They started
farming in Oregon, IL,
then years later purchased
their farm in Winnebago,
IL. They had four children
Kathy, Chuck, Sueand Jan.
She worked part-time as a
bookkeeper at her father’s
business, Universal Pattern

kindness. Wanda had an
incredible love for the
Chicago Cubs and Bears.
She hardly missed a Cubs
game and was a die-hard
fan! She was so blessed to
see the Cubs win the World
Series in 2016.

Shetruly enjoyed spend-
ing time at her cottage on
Blueberry Lake in Cou-
deray, WI. Wanda was a
member of the Middle
Creek Presbyterian Church
near Winnebago and sang
in the choir over 60 years.
SheenjoyedbeinganElder,
Mariner and attending Cir-
cle. Her hobbies included
gardening, fishing, playing
cards (she was the card
shark), casinos, knitting,
playing the piano, and
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Ray Miller, Jenny (Dale)
Ralston, Angela (Damian)
Acosta, Brian Lancast-
er, Chris Fletcher, Kelly
Fletcher (Torrence Grif-
fin); step-granddaughters;
Denise (Larry) Schultz,
Darla (Chris) Crescenzo;
great-grandchildren, Mat-
tie, Eric, Emily, Austin, Ja-
len, Kobe, Adrian, Kirah;
great-great-grandchildren,
Ezra, Silas, Luka; several
nephews and nieces; and
her special “Puppy Dog
Max”.

She was predeceased by
husband, Harry “Butch”
Reynolds; brother, Guy
Nelson; daughter, Kath-
leen Miller; grandson,
Derrick Miller; sons-in-
law, Denny Fletcher, Ron
Lancaster.

Funeral service 12:00
p-m., withavisitation start-
ingat 10:00a.m., Saturday,
March 25, 2023, at the
Middle Creek Presbyterian
Church, 12473 Montague
Rd., Winnebago with Pas-
tor Willie Little officiat-
ing. Interment at Middle
Creek Cemetery. Inlieuof
flowers amemorial will be
established.

Arrangements by
Genandt Funeral Home,
602 N. Elida St., Winneba-
go. For an online obituary
and tributes go to www.
genandtfuneralhome.com.
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Barbara E. Giese

OREGON - Barbara E. Giese, age
88, went to be with her Lord and Savior
on Tuesday, March 21, 2023 at
Serenity Hospice and Home in Or-
egon. She was born in Oregon on
December 10, 1934 the daughter of
Martin and Jennie (Krull) Janssen.

She graduated from Oregon
High School Class of 1952.
Barbara married the love of her
life, Kenneth L. Giese on May
9, 1954 at the St. Paul Lutheran Church
in Oregon. He preceded her in death on
January 26, 2023.

Barb worked for the Ogle County
Bank, E. D. Etnyre, Commonwealth
Edison which she retired from in 1995.
They opened the Riverview GulfRestau-
rantin 1955 and owned other businesses
including the Donut Shop. They also
managed the 1890 Club.

Barb was a long-time member of St.
Paul Lutheran Church and the ladies’
VFW Auxiliary. She loved being a
snowbird in Florida for 19 years with her
husband Ken. She loved being outdoors
boating and camping on the Rock River
in the warmer months. Barb started the
Red Hat Group in Oregon and was Queen
Mother for 7 years.

Barb was a giving person with a big

heart who enjoyed volunteering wherever
needed including the Rock River Center,
Ogle County Fair and Serenity
Hospice and Home. When she
was not busy, she enjoyed wind-
ing down with a good book and
listening to country music. More
than anything, Barb was passion-
ate about making sure to take the
time to make other people smile.

She is preceded in death by her
parents, brother and husband Ken.

She is survived and will be greatly
missed by her sister, Leta Thomas of
Mesa, AZ; and special nieces and neph-
ews, Gary (Joan) Janssen, Marty (Mar-
ianne) Thomas, Tammy (Kurt) Nipple,
Zack Thomas, Amy (David) Johnson,
special sister-in-law Mary Giese and
many others that were greatly loved.

Funeral service will be held at 11:00
AM on Wednesday, March 29, 2023 at
the Farrell Holland Gale Funeral Home
in Oregon with Pastor David Rogula.
Visitation will be held from 10:00 AM
until the time of the service. Burial will be
in the Ebenezer Cemetery near Oregon.

Inlieu of flowers memorials are estab-
lished for Serenity Hospice and Home. To
leave an online condolence please visit
www.farrellhollandgale.com

Judith A. ‘Judy’ Aurand

Judith A. “Judy” Aurand, 82, passed
away on Tuesday, March21,2023 at Sereni-
ty Hospiceand Home in Oregon IL with her
son and daughter by her side after a
brief battle with pancreatic cancer.
Born on June 13, 1940 in a tenant
house in rural Ashton, IL, Judy was
the sixth of seven children born to
Samuel and Elma (Allsup) Cultra.

Judy attended aone-room Union
country schoolhouse from first
through fifth grade and then a “town”
school, eventually graduating from Ashton
High School in 1957 at the age of 16 with
28 in her graduating class. She was a hard
worker and started at age 10 by picking
asparagus, de-tasseling corn, and doing
line work for Del Monte in Rochelle. In
high school Judy car-hopped with her
best friend, Shirley Engelkes Frahm.
They double dated, partied and had a lot
of good, wholesome “1950°s” fun with a
friendship that has stood the test of time
and many cocktail hours.

While at a square dance in Chana with
Shirley in 1957, Judy metJohn A. DeVries.
They were married on January 22, 1958,
and her life as a farm wife began. She
worked hard farming over 1500 acres
and raising 300 angus beef cows. Their
marriage produced four children that be-
came her world. In the late 1960’s they
established DeVries Grain and Fertilizer
in Byron, IL.

After a divorce in 1985, Judy happily
left the farm and worked for McGregor’s
Subscription and then Progressive Graph-
icsin Oregon as an office manager. Later,
Judy became a Realtor for Century 21 and
then co-founded Blackhawk Realty in the
late 1980’s.

OnAugust 20, 1993, Judy remarried to
LaMonte “Butch” Aurand in Las Vegas,
NV. Butch operated heavy machinery and
alsoattained hisreal estate license, so they
could work as a team.

In 2003 Judy started REMAX of Rock
Valley in Oregon with her daughter, Car-
la Benesh. Judy won countless awards
throughout her real estate career. She was

a member of the Rockford Area Realtors
Association, the National Association of
Realtors and the Mt. Morris Moose Lodge.

Judy was also very active in her
children’s lives which included
traveling across the country attend-
ing Arabian horse shows and taking
flying lessons. A proud lifetime
member of the NRA, she believed
in the right to bear arms and did.
After retirement Judy enjoyed
swimming, traveling, target shooting,
lobster and cocktails. She adored Elvis.
Judy was very patriotic and a “regular”
at the Oregon VFW. She even made
her famous potato salad for many VFW
luncheons.

Judy is predeceased by her husband,
parents, daughter Amy Luepkes, infant
daughter Catherine Lynn DeVries, sister
Ella Marie Miller, and two brothers Bill
and Don Cultra.

Judy is survived by her children John
(Cathy) DeVries of Madison, Mississippi
and Carla (Tony) Benesh of Oregon, IL.;
three sisters: Carol Link of Ottawa, IL;
Mary Ellen Merritt of Towanda, IL; and
Karen (Ed) Arensdorf of West Branch,
Iowa; five grandsons: Bryan (Erica)
DeVries; Brett (Jennifer) DeVries; Blake
Benesh; David (Kimberly) Luepkes; and
Austin (Anna) Luepkes; eight great-grand-
children: Caroline, Harper, Carson,
Hudson, Graham, Ember, Emerson, and
Autumn; and several nieces and nephews.
She was also extremely close to her cousin,
Charlotte Westcott.

Funeral services willbeheld 10:30 AM,
Monday, March 27,2023 atthe Farrell-Hol-
land-Gale Funeral Home, 110 S. 7th Street
Oregon, IL with the Rev. Michael Hoft-
man, pastor of the Oregon Church of God
officiating. Visitation will be held Sunday
at the funeral home from 4-6 PM. Burial
will follow the funeral service at the Byron
Cemetery. A memorial fund is established
inJudy’s name forthe Serenity Hospiceand
Home Monarch Butterfly Release.

Visit www.farrellhollandgale.com to
leave a condolence or memory of Judy.

Harold E. ‘Harry’ Unzicker

OREGON-HaroldE. “Harry” Unzick-
er, age 74 died Tuesday, March 21, 2023
at his home in Oregon. He was born July
14,1948 in Freeport, IL the son of Paul and
Jean (Schreiner) Unzicker.

He graduated from Rockford [

East High School in June of 1966,
attended North Park College from
1966-1967 then attended Rock
Valley College from 1967 — 1968.
Harry enlisted in the U.S. Navy on
Oct. 1, 1968 and served 13 months
in the Republic of Vietnam from 1969 —
1971. He was Honorably discharged on
Sept. 1,1972. Heonce againattended Rock
Valley College from 1972 — 1973 before
transferring to Eastern Illinois University
where he graduated with a Bachelors
degree in Elementary Education in 1975.

Harry married Dianna M. Mokros on
August9, 1985in Oregon, I1. Shepreceded
him Feb. 17, 2019.

Harry taught at Bellvue Grade School
from 1975—-1977, Medinah Middle School
from 1977-1979, and Roosevelt Jr. High
School from 1979-1981. He managed
Long John Silvers restaurant from 1981-
1983. He became Co-owner for the Silo
Supper Club in Oregon, IL from 1983-
1988. Harry also worked for Century 21,
Northwinds Real Estate, Sears Corporate

office, Co-owned Game Day Apparel,
Owned Dynamic Apparel and Design, and
Managed the Oregon VFW Post 8739 in
Oregon. He was amember of the Rochelle
VFW Post 3878.

He was predeceased by his
parents and wife Dianna. He is
survived by his brother Kevin
Unzicker of Oregon, Sister Sandra
(Bob) Czarnowski of Rockford, IL,
cousin Renold Smith of Durham,
N.C. brother-in-laws Greg (Melo-
dy) Mokros of Freeport, Lyle (Kristine)
Mokros of Plattville, WI, and Albert (Ann)
Mokros of Lena, IL, nephew Cody Un-
zicker of Mt. Morris, IL and many nieces
and nephews, and Tracy Jacobs who was a
very special friend and neighbor of Dianna
and Harry.

Funeral service will be held 10;00 am,
Tuesday, March 28,2023 atthe Farrell-Hol-
land-Gale Funeral Home, 110 S. 7th Street
in Oregon, Il with the Pastor Dave Rogula
officiating. Visitation will be Monday
evening at the funeral home from 5-7 pm.
Burial will be at the Chapel Hill Memorial
Gardens in Freeport, IL.

A memorial fund is established for the
Serenity Hospice and Home in Oregon, IL.
Please visitwww.farrellhollandgale.comto
leave a condolence or memory of Harry.
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Stockton named February Student
of the Month at Polo High

Senior plans to attend plan Coe College after high school

POLO — Polo Com-
munity High School senior
Kamryn Stockton was re-
cently named the school’s
February Student of the
Month. She received a
scholarship from the Polo
Schools Foundation for
her efforts.

Stocktonis the daughter
of Nicole Sofolo and Troy
Stockton. She participates
ingolf, cross country, track,
Student Council, Spanish
Club, FCCLA (Family,
Career, and Community
Leaders of America), FFA,
Drama Club and National
Honor Society.

After high school, she
plans to attend Coe Col-
lege and double major in
pre-law and social and
criminal justice. She hopes
to become a prosecuting
attorney and, eventually, a
judge. She’llbe continuing
her golf career and playing
for the women’s golf team
at Coe College.

Upon winning the
award, Stockton filled out
alistofquestionsabouther
school experience.

What does it take to be
a successful high school
student?

-Study hard, but also
have fun! High school can
take alot of hard work and
effort, depending on your
class load. Motivation
may be lacking at times
(I know from experience)
but you just have to push
through and get done
what needs to get done.
It is worth it in the end,
trust me.

What is your life’s
philosophy?

-“Be the reason some-
one smiles today.”

What class do you find
really engaging and why?

-Ifind Food and Culture
really engaging. Itis taught
by Mrs. Carrie Grobe and it
issuchaninteresting class!
We talk about different
countries from around
the world and what their
culinary culture is like. It
is very interesting to see
what other countries’ diets
are like compared to the
United States. We make
traditional dishes from the
countries throughout the
unit and it is so fun!

What are your two
favorite extracurricular,
volunteer or community
activities you participate
in?

-My first favorite activ-
ity is golf. I just love the
game, and | have worked
hard to become good at it.
It is fun, yet frustrating at
the same time. You also
meet so many new people
and you create friendships
that last a long time. Golf
has taught me many things
over the four years I have
played. It has taught me
to never give up, even if
you feel like everything is
against you, and to always

keep a positive attitude
because if you don’t,
things could go bad really
quickly. My other favorite
activity is competitive
dance. Dance has taught
me a numerous amount
of things. It has taught
me teamwork, leadership,
responsibility, and how to
be a positive role model.

Please share amoment,
group event or activity at
school that was meaning-
ful or memorable.

-The most meaningful/
memorable moment in
my high school years
was when the girls cross
country team qualified
for sectionals for the first
time in Polo history. It was
the best race I had run all
year long. I remember
our coach, Tony Hardin,
being so excited for us.
It was such an amazing
experience!

What is your hope for
the future?

-My hope is that ev-
eryone lives a, what they
consider, meaningful life.
My hope is that everyone
will be happy with the life
they choose and live their
lives to the fullest!
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Oregon Rotary hears presentation, donates to
Pegasus Special Riders

On Wednesday, Feb. 15, the Oregon Rotary was pleased to welcome Rosemary
Muldowney and David Diveley from Pegasus Special Riders. They provided

an informative presentation on the services Pegasus offers, and they showed
pictures of the unfortunate storm damage that impacted the program. Rotary
understands the importance of the service that Pegasus provides and Rotarian
Chris Madden was pleased to a donation on behalf of the club to help continue

their work.

Stillman Valley Lions Club to
host spaghetti dinner April 27

STILLMAN VALLEY — The
Stillman Valley Lions Club and Leo
Club will host a spaghetti dinner on
April 27 from 4-7 p.m. at Fritz Wooden
Nickel Restaurant at 208 N. Walnut St.

in Stillman Valley.

The meal will include spaghetti,
salad, bread, dessert and milk and or

Recycle @
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Byron High School February Students of the Month named

Byron High School Students of the Month were recently named for February. Pictured from left to right
are: BHS Assistant Principal Andrew Donaldson, Alex Booker (ninth grade), Audrey Markham (10th grade),
Abbie Baker (11th grade), Ava Kultgen (12th grade) and Stillman Bank Executive Vice President & COO
David Mecklenburg. Each of the students received a monetary gift for their achievement.

coffee with additional drinks available
ala-carte.

The cost for adults is $12 ($10 in
advance), children 5-12 cost $8 and
children under five are free.

Carryouts are available. Proceeds
will fund local Lions Club charitable
activities.

Mt. Morris Senior
Center announces
trip to West Virginia

Trip set for June 19 through 23

MT. MORRIS — This five-day, four-night trip
will take place from Monday, June 19 through
Friday June 23.

Double occupancy is $900 per person and single
occupancy is $1,199.

Package Includes the following plus much more
for your enjoyment: four nights lodging, four
Breakfasts, one lunch, two dinners, Cass Scenic
Railroad, Smoke Hole Caverns, Blackwater Falls
State Park, Tour of Cleveland, Creation Museum
and taxes & meal gratuities.

If you have any questions or would like to sign
up prior to the meetings please call Barb Burke
at 815-238-8645, or contact the Mt. Morris Senior
Center at 815-734-6335

Belvidere Collectible Coins

~ Call For Directions ~

880 Belvidere Road * Belvidere, IL

www.goldsilverjewelrycoin.com

We Pay Highest Prices For Gold, Silver, Platinum,
Jewelry, Coins, Flatware, Dental & Bullion

10% More For Jewelry
With This Ad!

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9:30am-5:00pm ¢ Sat. 10:30am-2pm

(815) 547-7111

EJ NANIqUEZS< R '
Ollgcliblgs

_THISG THAT
Coltoctiblios

109 N 7th Street
Dekalb, IL 60115
815.909.1069
Open 7 days a week
Antiques, MCM, Primitives & Vintage

Dixie Belle Paint Company Elite Retailer
Redesign with Prima Retailer

Our House Antiques

Antiques - Primitives - Folk Art

Thursday - Friday 10 - 7

Saturday 10 -5 P}LJ‘[

815.441.1263
510 E King St Polo IL

o)

B

Be included in the Antiques & Collectibles spotlight!

Call:

Andrew Heiserman 815-561-2123 e Christel Ackland 815-561-2153 ¢ Chris Grimm 815-561-2125
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Carl Cole and Crossroads Blues
Society visit Byron Middle School

BYRON — Cross-
roads Blues Society
brought the talented
“Mr.C” Carl Cole to
Byron Middle School
for three great Blues In
The Schools sessions on
Friday, Feb. 24. Three
class periods, one each
for seventh, eighth and
then sixth grade students,
were spent learning about
Blues music and partic-
ipating in fun, charac-
ter-developmental music
sessions.

Crossroads President
Steve Jones introduced
each of the three pro-
grams with a short histo-
ry of the Blues and how
the Blues evolved into
all the different forms of
American popular music
we have loved over the
years. Then it was Mr.

C’s turn. He played and
sang songs thatdelivered
positive messages thatal-
lowed the kids to sing and
dance along. The songs
not only gave them an
appreciation of the Blues
but also an appreciation
of being positive and
working together.

Carl champions the
Young Eagles Success
(YES) Club, an effort
with Rockford and Free-
port students to build
self-esteem, promote
citizenship and working
together. Crossroads has
conducted Blues In The
Schools programs since
2002 to teach students
about the Blues and
has now done over 800
programs for more than
104,000 students. The
sessions were part of cel-

ebrating Black History
Month for both Carl Cole
and Crossroads Blues
Society. These Cross-
roads BITS programs are
provided to schools free
of charge. Both Carl and
Crossroads have web-
sites you can find with
a quick search on your
web browser on your
computer or telephone.
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OGLE COUNTY SHERIFF

OREGON — On March 14 at approximately
1:20 p.m. deputies conducted a traffic stop at Illinois
Route 251 and Dutch Road. After an investigation,
deputies cited Terry Rosenbaum for no valid driver’s
license. Rosenbaum was given an [-bond for his citation
and given a future court date.

On March 14 at approximately 7:41 p.m. deputies
conducted a traffic stop on Interstate 39 at mile marker
105. After a briefinvestigation, deputies arrested Troy
L. Neal, 34, of Rockford, for driving while his license
wasrevoked. Neal was taken into custody withoutinci-
dent and transported to the Ogle County Jail where he
was held in lieu of bond. Neal was additionally given
a written warning for an inoperable registration light.

On March 14 at approximately 12:28 p.m. deputies
conducted a traffic stop in the 14,000 block of West
[llinois Route 72. After investigation, deputies placed
Wesley Short, 28, of Forreston, under arrest for driving
while license suspended, possession of cannabis over
30 grams to 100 grams and improper container of
cannabis/driver. Short was additionally issued citations
for operating an uninsured vehicle and illegal window
tint. Short was transported to the Ogle County Jail
where he was held in lieu of bond.

On March 15 at approximately 12:44 a.m. deputies
conducted atraffic stop inthe 9,000 block of East Illinois
Route 64. After brief investigation, deputies arrested
Jose Valdivia-Sotelo, 21, of Spencer, lowa, forno valid
driver’s license. Valdivia-Sotelo was issued additional
citations for operating an uninsured motor vehicle and
anequipment violation. Valdivia-Sotelo was given and
I-Bond with a return court date later next month and
released on scene.

On March 15 at 5:53 a.m. deputies conducted a
traffic stop at Illinois Route 251 and Illinois Route
64. After a brief investigation, deputies arrested Fi-
del Navarro-Labato of Rochelle for driving without
a license. Navarro-Labato was released on a $2,500
individual bond. Navarro-Labato was also issued ci-
tations for speeding and improper lane usage.

On March 15 at approximately 6:32 a.m. deputies
and Oregon EMS responded to the 6,000 block of East
I1linois Route 64 for areported single-vehicle accident.
During the investigation, deputies discovered that an
eastbound vehicle, operated by Heather L. Schiller,
29, of DeKalb, struck a deer in the roadway. Schiller
was transported to Rochelle Community Hospital for
minor injuries. No citations were issued.

On March 15 at 9:32 p.m. deputies conducted a
traffic stop in the 1,000 block of North Illinois Route
251. Asaresult, Ashley A Martinez, 28, of Oregon was
arrested on an Ogle County warrant for driving under
the influence. Martinez was additionally charged with
possession of drug paraphernalia and issued a citation
for operating an uninsured motor vehicle. Martinez was
transported to the Ogle County Jail in lieu of bond.

On March 15 at approximately 7:12 p.m. deputies

initiated a traffic stop in the 4,000 block of South
Lowell Park Road. After further investigation Steven
D Baldwin, 60, of Dixon, was placed under arrest for
driving under the influence of alcohol. Baldwin was
transported to the Ogle County Jail where he was held
in lieu of bond. Baldwin was also cited for illegal
transportation of alcohol and speeding.

On March 15 at 1:45 p.m. deputies conducted a
traffic stop at Junction Way and Illinois Route 72.
After a brief investigation, deputies arrested Matthew
Hart of Chana, for driving without a valid license. Hart
wasreleased ona $2,500 individual bond with a return
court date. Hart was also issued citations for disregard
stop sign and operate uninsured vehicle.

OnMarch 16at 10:26 p.m. deputies were dispatched
to the Shell Gas Station in Grand Detour (8120 South
Illinois Route 2) for a suspicious vehicle. After an
investigation, Brice Reynoldson, 44, of Regina, Sas-
katchewan was arrested for driving under the influence
of alcohol. Reynoldson was also issued a citation for
open alcohol container/driver. Reynoldson was trans-
ported to the Ogle County Jail and held in lieu of bond.

On March 17 at approximately 2:38 p.m. deputies
initiated a traffic stop at the intersection of East Illi-
nois Route 64 and Rocky Hollow Road. Upon further
investigation deputies arrested Anthony Walsh, 28,
of Rochelle, for driving while license suspended and
unlawful possession of cannabis. Walsh was released
on an individual Bbnd with a future court date given.

On March 17 at approximately 10:47 p.m. deputies
initiated a traffic stop atthe intersection of North Illinois
Route 251 and Dutch Road. Upon further investigation
deputies arrested Manda Katuta, 35, of Rockford, for
no valid driver’s license. Katuta was released on an
individual bond with a future court date given.

On March 17 at approximately 8:46 p.m. dep-
uties conducted a traffic stop on Interstate 39 near
mile marker 106. After brief investigation, deputies
arrested Edward Brown Sr., 53, of Rockford, for no
valid driver’s license. Brown was issued an additional
citation for illegal window tint. Brown was given an
I-Bond with a return court date later next month and
released on scene.

On March 18 at approximately 2:54 p.m. deputies
conducted a traffic stop at the intersection of Illinois
Route 64 and Willow Road. After investigation deputies
placed Katlyn Quandee, 28, of Dubuque, lowa, under
arrest for an active failure to appear Jo Daviess County
warrant and no valid driver’s license. Quandee was
additionally issued a citation for speeding. Quandee
was transported to the Ogle County Jail where she was
held in lieu of bond.

OnMarch 18 at 6:04 a.m. deputies conducted a traf-
fic stop at Merchant and Union Street in Byron. After
an investigation, deputies cited William Muraski, 73,
of Byron for no valid license and expired registra-
tion. Muraski was released on an [-Bond and given a

future court date.

On March 18 at approximately 12:05 a.m. deputies
conducted a traffic stop in the 17,000 block of East
[llinois Route 64. After brief investigation, deputies
arrested Anthony Christmas, 27, of Rockford, for
driving while license suspended. Christmas was is-
sued additional citations for disobeying a stop sign
and operating an uninsured motor vehicle. Christmas
was given an [-Bond with a return court date later next
month and released on scene.

On March 18 at approximately 3:52 a.m. deputies
conducted a traffic stop near the intersection of East
[llinois Route 38 and South Caron Road in Rochelle.
After brief investigation, deputies arrested Beth
Phanenbecker, 46, of Malta, for no valid driver’s li-
cense. Phanenbecker was issued additional citations
for suspended registration and operating an uninsured
motor vehicle. Phanenbecker was given an [-Bond
with a return court date later next month and released
on scene.

On March 19 at approximately 6:58 p.m. deputies
responded to the 700 block of Central Streetin Woosung
for the report of a domestic disturbance. After investi-
gation, it was learned that the alleged offender, Brian
W. Hackbarth, 57, of Woosung, had left the scene prior
topolice arrival. Hackbarth was located near the inter-
section of Galena Avenue and Bloody Gulch Road in
Dixon where he was taken into custody for domestic
battery. Hackbarth was transported to the Ogle County
Jail with no bond and waits for an appearance before a
Judge. Ogle County deputies were assisted by the Lee
County Sheriff’s Office and Dixon Police Department.

On March 19 at approximately 2:12 p.m. deputies
conducted atraffic stop atIllinois Route 38 and Dement
Road. After investigation, deputies cited Tyler House,
27, of Chillicothe for driving while license suspended,
no insurance and suspended registration. House was
given an [-bond for his citations and released from
the scene.

On March 19 at approximately 1:08 a.m. deputies
conducted a traffic stop on Interstate 39 near mile
marker 111. Afterabriefinvestigation, deputies arrested
Jose Romero-Ruiz, 32, of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, for
driving while his license was suspended. Romero-Ruiz
wasreleased on an [-Bond with a return court date later
next month and released on scene.

On March 20 at 11:44 p.m. deputies conducted a
traffic stop in the 5,000 block of East Illinois Route
72. As a result, Brian S. Galor, 31, of Rockford, was
arrested on a Lee County warrant, possession of meth-
amphetamine and possession of a controlled substance.
The driver, Danielle M. McKellips, 35, of Rockford,
was cited for speeding and released at the scene. Galor
was transported to the Ogle County Jail pending an
appearance before a judge.

Allindividuals are considered innocent until proven
guilty.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

April 2

Disciples United Methodist Church in Mt. Morris
is hosting a Potato Bar on Sunday, April 2 from 11
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. No registration is needed. Dona-
tions will be accepted. Proceeds will be used toward
the missions of the church. The church is located at
102 Maple Ave., Mt. Morris. Call 815-734-4853
with any questions.

April 3

The LeafRiver United Methodist Church is hosting
a Community Blood Drive on Monday, April 3. Staff
from the Rock River Valley Blood Center will draw
blood between noon and 5 p.m. Why do people give

Brought to you by these sponsors:

blood? Because they like to help others, and because
giving feels amazing. In busy, complicated times,
giving blood is an easy, meaningful way to make a
difference. In fact, this simple give can enhance the
lives of up to three people. Giving blood only takes
about one relaxing hour, and we - and your body - do
all of the work. Remember, blood is a gift - straight
from the heart. Your heart. Please share it today!

If you are at least 17 years old (16 years old with
parental consent), weigh at least 110 pounds and
are in general good health, you should be eligible to
donate blood.

Join us in sharing the Gift of Life. For more in-
formation or to schedule an appointment, you can
find the Leaf River United Methodist Church on

Facebook or contact Cheryl at cheryl newcomer@
yahoo.com, or the Rock River Valley Blood Center
at 815/965-8751, toll free at 877-RRVBC-99 or on
the web at www.rrvbc.org. Thank you!

April 30

Due to popular request, Disciples United Meth-
odist Church in Mt. Morris has added a fifth Potato
Bartoits schedule on Sunday, April 30 from 11 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m.. No registration is needed. Donations
will be accepted. Proceeds will be used toward the
missions of the church. The church is located at 102
Maple Ave., Mt. Morris. Call 815-734-4853 with
any questions.

STEVE BENESH & SONS

3923 N River Rd Oregon IL 61061
815-732-2384

stevebeneshandsons.com

A Furry AffHair-Primp Your Pet

Grooming Salon

815-677-3356
Arlette Howerton, Owner

3926 W. IL Rt. 64
Mt. Morris, Illinois 61054

Like us on Facebook
Afurryafthair@gmail.com

Your Independently Owned
Community Bank Since 1882

StillmEgle

Byron Oregon Rochelle Rockford Roscoe/Rockton  Stillman Valley
815-234-5626 815-732-7956 815-562-7071 815-332-8100  815-623-1800 815-645-2266

o}

Member
FDIC

www.stillmanbank.com 09282015,

COMPLETE
FEED &
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Leaf River, IL E] RELICS

700 IL Route 72 E ¢ Leaf River * 815-973-2432
Hours: Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday, 9am-5pm

7993 N. River Road

Byron, 1L
By’ron (815) 234-8535 Kxt. 200
FOI'est PreserVe Visit our website:
District www.byronforestpreserve.com

09282015

" Providing rewanding carcers for over 180 yeans”

1333 5 Daysville Rd Dregon, IL 61067 = Apply 81 wivw,8tnyre.com/carears

HlLLlKER ELEETRIE

LICENSED, BONDED, & INSURED

&3 @HILLIKERELECTRIC

RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERGIAL WIRING

Call 815-441-8207 for a free quote
or to schedule service today!

HILLIKER.ELECTRIC@GMAIL.COM « FRANKLIN GROVE, IL

GENERAC

Scott Stephens, Agent
500 Gale St

Oregon, IL 61061

Bus: 815-732-6690
www.scottlstephens.com

oo StateFarm-

For All Your Insurance Needs.

09262016

Are You
Buying a home?
Relocating?
Refinancing? THE HARVARD STATE BANK su
# HARVARD ¢ HEBRON ¢ OREGON ¢ ROCKFORD
Call Us Today! Yourn Fuiends in Banking

510 W. Washington St. ¢ Oregon, IL 61061
815.732.3111 « www.webhsb.com

NMLS# 704698
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Tries to clarify
Oregon Park Board
investigation statement

Dear editor,

As many are aware
by now the Oregon Park
District has released
their second statement
about complaints and
allegations regarding the
workplace environment
at the park dis-
trict. Ifthis seems
confusing, 1 will
try to provide
some clarification
from my point of
view. As [ wish
to be transparent,
during the fall of 2021
complaints were made
by my daughter. She was
not the first nor the last
former employee to raise
similar concerns. How-
ever, without a doubt,
she has been the most
persistent. Complaints
that were voiced dealt
with a hostile workplace
environment, workplace
harassment, nepotism,
possible misuse of pub-
lic funds and favoritism
among others.

Shortly before the
previous board president
stepped down and was
replaced by the current
president, he released a
statement on behalf of
the board informing the
public that the allega-
tions were looked into
by the board and “the
board is satisfied that
there is no evidence to
indicate the existence
of any unlawful work-
place discrimination or
harassment.” Following
this statement by the then
president, a referral was
made to the Illinois At-
torney General’s office
which was subsequent-
ly responded to by the
park district’s attorney
of record. During the
attorney’s argument to
the Illinois AG (PAC
#71680), the park dis-
trict attorney argued that
no violation of FOIA
denial or OMA (Open
Meetings Act) violation
had occurred because
“The statement given
by the board president
regarding the workplace
climate investigation
only referred generally
to our firm’s investigation
and the board’s review of
the facts. The head of the
park district has not pub-
licly identified or cited the
investigationreport.” The
district’s attorney argued
in support of the then
president’s statement
that the “investigation

report did not make a
final determination or
decision, but rather was
created by the park dis-
trict’s legal counsel as
part of the park district’s
deliberative processes re-
garding an investigation
involving park
district person-
nel.” Therefore,
we can conclude
that the investiga-
tion into the work-
place conditions
was ongoing re-
gardless of the statement
read by the then president
which informed the pub-
lic otherwise.

Fast forward to the
March 2023 board meet-
ing which was the last
meeting prior to the
election on April4,2023.
There are three openings
ontheboard. Two current
board members are not
running for reelection.
There is a possibility that
there could be three new
members post-election.
Atthe March 2023 meet-
ing, following executive
session, the current presi-
dentalsoread a statement
that “Our investigator has
concluded that no further
investigation is required
at this time.” For the sec-
ond time, this statement
informs the public the
issues with management
have been addressed,
policy changes have been
made and the investiga-
tion has concluded. Here
is the problem, now the
board is making a similar
statement through the
current president without
a clear agenda item and
without a formal reading
of the issue at hand to
adequately inform the
public before voting. The
OMA clearly states: “Fi-
nal action (voting) must
occurinopen session. No
final action may be taken
ataclosed meeting. Final
action must be preceded
by a public recital of the
nature of the matter be-
ing considered and other
information that will
inform the public of the
business being conduct-
ed.” (SILCS 120/2¢).

I would highly en-
courage all Oregon Park
District voters to vote in
the upcoming election
and let this information
be a part of your con-
sideration in that regard.

Glenn (Gus) Himert
Oregon

LIFE letters'
policy

Concise letters are most likely to be
chosen for publication, but the use of any
material is at the discretion of manage-
ment. All letters must be signed or they
will not be considered for publication.

During election times, no letters written
by the candidates endorsing themselves
will be considered for publication.

Editing may be necessary for space,
clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but

Progress and

the sacrifices

we make for it

years ago. You pull into a gas station, where
you’re greeted at the pump by an attendant
who fills your tank, washes your windshield — even
checks your oil, coolant and tires if you wish. You pay
him and drive away, all without leaving the
comfort of your car.

We can only dream of that kind of service
today, as we stand in the cold and rain at a
so-called convenience store, and watch the
gallons and dollars roll by on the pump. It’s
a sacrifice we make in the name of progress.
We can add it to a list of modern inconvenient
conveniences, one that also includes self-ser-
vice checkout in stores and airline travel in
general.

All of them are here to stay, and will become more
entrenched with the passage of time. New ways of
doing things don’t necessarily take over because
they’re better, but instead simply because they have
to. We can see it by going back in time, 10,000 years
ago, when people began to abandon their hunting and
gathering ways and took up farming.

The so-called agricultural revolution was far from
the unmixed blessing we might imagine. Jared Dia-
mond, in his book, “Guns, Germs, and Steel,” reports
that early farmers suffered from more diseases and
physical ailments, ate less well and had shorter life
spans than their hunter-gatherer ancestors. Agricul-
ture, with its more organized and layered society,
also gave rise to social inequalities and conflicts that
hadn’t existed before.

It nevertheless won out because it produced more
food per unit of land than nature could provide — at
the price of a more narrow and less nutritious diet.
Farmers and herders were therefore able to have more
— although less healthy — children, who in turn
needed ever more land in order to be fed. And so it
went, on and on.

Yuval Hariri, in his book, “Sapiens,” puts it this
way: “This is the essence of the agricultural revo-
lution: the ability to keep more people alive under
worse conditions.” Wheat and other domesticated
plants and animals thrived in this system by enticing
humans to work and suffer in order to care for them.

IMAGINE, if you can, this scene from about 50

Lowell Harp

“We did not domesticate wheat,” says Mr. Hariri. “It
domesticated us.”

Once it started, there was no going back without
starving. Hunters and gatherers couldn’t compete
against the overwhelming numbers of farmers, and
gradually joined, retreated from, or were killed
off by them. Humans as individuals suffered,
but humanity as a whole multiplied and spread
throughout the planet, and became its dominant
species.

We, like our farming ancestors, believe
we’re making decisions in pursuit of a better
life. In fact, we too are driven by forces that
we don’t control and only vaguely understand.
Progress serves its own needs first, and only
incidentally benefits individual people.

Self-service, a triumph of efficiency over conve-
nience, is one example. So are the so-called time-sav-
ing devices that we work so long and hard to own,
but that merely speed up the pace of our lives instead
of expanding our leisure time. “One of history’s few
iron laws,” says Mr. Harari, “is that luxuries tend to
become necessities and spawn new obligations.”

Ten thousand years after the agricultural revolu-
tion, we seem less happy than hunter-gatherers. They
live in the present, and their few wants are easily
fulfilled. We strive to have ever more, always looking
to the future, and are never satisfied.

We mustn’t forget the blessings that agriculture
eventually brought to humankind, at least in the
advanced economies of the world. The same is true
of today’s competitive economic system. There’s no
going back for us, at any rate, any more than there
was for early farmers.

What we can do is keep a grip on what’s truly valu-
able in these changes, and to refuse to be lured into
striving for the rest. It’s critical to distinguish between
wants, which tend to be many, and needs, which,
when we look closely, are few. We’re in control of our
lives, and our destiny, to the degree that we do.

Lowell Harp is a retired school psychologist who
served school districts in Ogle County. His column
runs monthly in The Ogle County Life. For previous
articles, you can follow him on Facebook at http.//
fb.me/lowellharp.

The push to redesign lllinois’ state flag

the union and state Sen. Doris
Turner wants to do something
about it.

Thelawmaker from Springfieldhas
introduced legislation to create a com-
mission to develop new flag designs
for the General Assembly to
consider by Sept. 1.

“After more than 100 years
of the same design, I think it’s
time to rework it,” Turner said
in a prepared statement. “T’d
like to see us take a commu-
nity approach to create a new
design for Illinois’ official
state flag.”

Back in 1915, the various
Illinois chapters of the Daughters of
the American Revolutionhadacontest
to design the state flag. The Rockford
chapter won with a rather drab imprint
ofthe state seal ona white background.

For their effort, the state awarded
the chapter $25.

[llinois paidtoomuch. Thatstream-
er is boring. Really boring.

But, hey, how much creativity do
you expect from a group of all-white
women who could trace their ancestry
back to the American Revolution?

Not only is it a dull design, it’s an
origin story that would make anyone
yawn.

Just compare it to Alaska’s. Back
in 1927 the Alaska territory did not
have a flag and the governor thought
creating one would help pave the way
forstatehood. So, helaunchedacontest
among the state’s school children.

BennyBenson, a 13-year-old Aleut
boy living in an orphanage in Seward,
drew a flag that is perhaps the nation’s
most beautiful.

The banner’s dark blue color
symbolizes the Alaskan sky and the
forget-me-not flowers found across

ILLINOIS has the ugliest flag in

Scott Reeder

its wilderness. The stars emblazoned
on this background can be seen in
Alaska’s pristine sky. And the North
Star is an appropriate symbol for the
northernmost partofthe United States.

When Benny won the contest,
lawmakers awarded him a watch
and a $1,000 scholarship to
study diesel mechanics. It’s
doubtful any of the ladies who
designed Illinois’ emblem
ended up crawling under an
engine block.

Complaints about the II-
linois flag are nothing new.
In 1969, Navy Chief Petty
Officer Bruce McDaniel of
Waverly, then serving in Viet-
nam, wrote a letter home complaining
about the Illinois flag. It was one of
many state flags which hung in his
mess hall but its identity was always
questioned, so McDaniel requested
that the flag carry the state’s name.

Inresponse the word “Illinois™ was
added to an already homely banner.
Talk about putting lipstick on a pig.

When [ was reporter in Galveston,
Texas, I received a phone call from a
woman angry about a photo we ran
on the front page of the Lone Star
flag being raised over the city after a
hurricane.

“Doyousee what’s wrong with that
photo?”” she hollered.

“Um, no ma’am.”

“The flag is going up the pole up-
side down. How could you run such
an image?”

“Well, we were just reporting the
news, notgiving instructions on proper
flag display.”

Ican’timaginethatvisceral reaction
from an Illinoisan seeing their state
emblem improperly exhibited. (Texas
school children actually pledge alle-
giance daily to the state flag.)

And Texans are so proud of their
flag they fly it solo with no national
emblem insight.

In 2021, Utah passed a law similar
to what Sen. Turner is proposing. The
task force received around 7,000 flag
designs and over 44,000 public com-
ments. Students, educators, families
and more were invited to participate in
the process of choosing the Utah flag.

Most of Tllinois’ symbols (the state
tree, the state mineral, the state animal)
were determined by a vote of pupils
inthe state’s schools. Journalists aren’t
supposed to disclose how they vote in
elections. But I’m not ashamed to say
that in first grade [ voted for the white
oak to be the state tree and in high
school I voted for the white-tailed deer
to be the state animal.

My track record of voting for win-
ners ended there.

After covering Illinois politicians
for more than 30 years, [ have no faith
whatsoeverintheircollective wisdom.
None. Zip. Zilch. Nada.

Justlook atthis statement from Sen.
Turner: “Foryears, [llinois was seenas
fiscally irresponsible. We have turned
that around and returned Illinois to the
great state it is and our flag should
reflect that.”

While 1 agree the state is doing
better financially, after a big tax hike
and an infusion of federal dollars, we
are a long way from having turned
things around. The Land of Lincoln
still has the worst credit rating in the
nationandby farthe mostunderfunded
pension system.

Given this lawmaker track record,
let’s take choosing a new state flag
out of their hands and let the children
decide.

Scott Reeder; a staff writer for 1lli-
nois Times, can be reached at sreed-
er@illinoistimes.com.

Thoughts on Polo School Board race

ideas will not be altered. Writers are urged
to use discretion and refrain from sarcasm
or personal attacks.

Criticism of individuals or organizations
that is not broached tactfully will jeop-
ardize the publication of a letter. Letters
will be published in the order that they
are received, unless there is a time factor
involved, space permitting.

Dear editor,

What does it mean to
have an axe to grind? Ac-
cording to Cam-
bridge University
Press and Assess-
ment, it means “to
have a strong per-
sonal opinion about
something that you
want people to accept and
that is the reason why you

do something.”
That somewhat un-
grammatical definition
may explain why
someoneruns fora
local office. They
are said to have
an axe to grind.
I have discov-
ered recently that
two of the six candi-
dates running for school

board in Polo home
school their children.
People who home school
their children have no
business making deci-
sions for our school dis-
trict. They do not support
our schools. It seems to
me that people who do
this have an axe to grind.

Local elections are
important. Please pay

attention to them and
vote in the April 4 Con-
solidated Election. Your
child’s future education
may depend on it.

I will be voting for
Jennifer L. Grobe, Dean-
na Mumford, Richard
Knutson and Suzanne
Hall Stout.

Muriel Messer
Polo
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Ogle County Bar Association donates to
OCEC life skills program

On Friday, March 17, the Ogle County Bar Association
donated $400 in funds to the Ogle County Education
Cooperative Life Skills Program. The funds will be used
to directly purchase self-care kits for students in need.
We thank the Ogle County Bar Association for your
philanthropy. Pictured left to right: Mrs. Courtney
Arnquist, OCEC nurse supervisor; Mr. Eric Arnquist, Ogle
County Bar Association member and Mr. Russell Crull,
Ogle County Bar Association president.

Chuck McCourt.
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Oregon Lions donate $2,500 to VFW

The Oregon Lions Club recently made a donation to the VFW in Oregon. A donation of $2,500 was
accepted by Bob Coulter from the VFW. The Oregon Lions Club recognizes the importance of support-
ing an organization that offers services, not only to its members, but also to the Oregon community at
large and want to thank all the members of the VFW in Oregon who volunteer their time and talents to
the operation of this facility. Six United States veterans helped to present a check for $2,500 to Coulter.
From left to right: Lion Jerry Hinrichs, Lion Jim Hoff, Coulter, Lion Ed Smola, Lion Duane Moser and Lion

The Oregon Park District Board would like to recognize
Oregon Park District staff’s considerable achievements over the
past 18 months. Park District’s Management and Staff remained

fully engaged and committed to the Park District’s mission —
delivering the highest quality of park and recreational services
and facilities to our residents.

November 2021
 Expanded our partnership with the Village of Progress to provide in-
clusive recreation opportunities to their adult consumers. Programming
now includes swimming once per week and a specialized sport once per
week.

January 2022
« District concluded the fiscal year with $2,112,382 in fund balance re-
serves. End of year fund balance was $232,857 higher than budgeted.
 Reduction in recreation fund expenses combined with increased recre-
ation fund revenues resulted in an increase in recreation fund balance of
$141,027.
o All funds met their annual fund balance goals with the exception of
the paving and lighting fund in which the funds were used to complete
paving improvements at Park West.
» Membership revenue was $46,216 greater than budgeted.
« The district completed $986,891 in capital improvement projects during
fiscal year 2021.
o The district improved the monthly board reporting to include a visual
dashboard that displays the district financial and usage status.
« Implemented a new website calendar to visually display all district
program offerings.

March 2022
 Wipfli presented the districts 2021 audit. All financial statements pre-
sented fairly and in accordance with the modified cash basis of account-
ing. The district’s net position increased by $192,012 from the prior year.
o Completed the Extended Time classroom transition from Blackhawk
Center to the elementary school. The transition provides improved pro-
gram access for participants, expanded play space and increased safety
measures.

May 2022
« Completed ADA improvements identified in the capital improvement
plan and ADA audit at Park West and Lions Park.
» Revamped and approved Park Use Ordinances.

June 2022
o Installed a mini-pitch at Park West. This is only the 2nd location in the
state of Illinois.

July 2022
« Swim lesson participation hit an all time high at 172 registered partici-
pants for the month.

August 2022
o Installed two new pickleball courts at Mix Park.

September 2022
« Completed a Board Self Evaluation led by Peter Murphy, IAPD.
« Two full-time employees attended the NRPA conference.

October 2022

« District received the Robert Stouffer Special Recognition Award at the
Village of Progress Annual Dinner.

November 2022
« District full-time staff completed two training courses. The Totally Re-
sponsible Person/Organization and the 5 Behaviors of a Cohesive Team.
Both with HR Source.

&5* OREGON
Park District

i —ﬂ-‘hESTABL[SHED1966_—-————

Fac / ﬁahng fun for a lifetime!

- 815-732-3101 | www.oregonpark.org
= ~ Find us on Facebook!

o District secured $4,750 in athletic sponsorship funds to assist in con-
trolling program expenses and maintaining program fees to provide
reasonably priced athletic programs.

« The District received a playground grant in the amount of $43,726.

December 2022
« District concluded the fiscal year with $2,079,975 in fund balance re-
serves. The end of year fund balance was $124,067 higher than budgeted.
« District’s partnership with Oregon High School athletics to provide
athletic camps for youth participants continued to be successful and the
district utilized the net proceeds and donated $10,908 to OHS athletics.

January 2023
« The District continued to achieve its annual fund balance goals. The
primary operation funds, the corporate fund and recreation fund, both
exceeded their fund balance goals as well as their budgeted year ending
fund balances.
« The district conservatively budgeted for a rebound in facility usage and
program participation for the 2022 fiscal year. Both facility usage and
program participation exceeded expectations. Primary pass revenue and
general recreations exceeded their budgets by $105,265.
« Overall activity fees revenue increased 23% in 2022.
o Program participation hit an all time high in 2022 with 13,555 program
participants. This was 9% higher than 2021.
« The district completed $1,064,758 in capital improvement projects
during fiscal year 2022.
« The district continues to contribute to the Long-Term Capital Replace-
ment Fund created in 2019. The district contributes approximately 5%
of annual capital expense/year. The estimated FY 23-year end balance is
$357,570.
o Athletic Coordinator passed the CPRP exam. Three employees are now
classified as CPRP, one employee is a CPRE, and one employee is a CPSI.
38% of the staff is now certified by the National Recreation and Park
Association. ’
« Nine full-time employees attend-
ed the IAPD/IPRA Soaring to New
Heights Conference. Staff attended
61 hours of continuing education
over the course of 3 days.
« IPRA Exceptional Workplace Award
Winner
o Aquatic facility users exceeded 10,000
participants for the month of January.
The single highest monthly total in District
history.

February 2023
« Approved contract for an updated Values Based
Strategic Plan
« Received a $1500 grant from Ogle Natural Alliance
for outdoor education programs.

March 2023

« Two full-time employees attended the Great
Lakes Training Institute

03272023
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Polo PD releases
calls for service

POLO — The Polo Police Department recently
released its general calls for service for the weeks of
March 6-19. Citizen complaints: 23, animal complaints:
five, disturbance/domestic: one, fire/medical assist:
two, alarm/open door: two, lock out: three, 911 hang

Oregon Park District board recognizes Hagemann family

The Oregon Park District Board of Commissioners recognized the Hagemann Family with the Friend of
the Park award on March 14. The Hagemann Family has allowed the district to create partnerships with
Merlin’s Greenhouse, Hagemann Horticulture, Cork-N-Tap and River’s Edge Experience to expand partici-
pation in adult programming by 243 percent since 2018. The Oregon Park District thanks the Hagemann
Family for their commitment to improving program opportunities and willingness to support commu-
nity initiatives. The award was presented by Mark Tremble, board president. Pictured: Tremble, Merlin
Hagemann, Tyler Hagemann, Melissa Stacy and Jason O’Neil.

Oregon American Legion Post
seeking Ogle County veterans

OREGON — Your brothers and sisters of Oregon
Post #97 American Legion take this opportunity to
thank you for your service to our great nation.

Each and every one of us stood ready to do what-
ever was asked of us to defend our nation and families
without a second thought.

Withouta doubt we would doitagainifthe need arose
and that attitude is what makes our nation so strong.

We all have much in common no matter what branch
we served in.

Here at Post 97 we all stand ready and eager to
welcome you into our fold.

We meet at 6 p.m. on the fourth Tuesday of each
month at the Oregon VFW Post #8739.

Please come and fill out an application form and
join us for some great fellowship and camaraderie.

up: two, traffic stops: three and county assists: two.

County to run plastic bag

and film recycling program

OREGON — The
Ogle County Solid Waste
Management Department
(OCSWMD) is happy to
announce that the depart-
ment will be running a
trial program for plastic
bag and plastic film re-
cycling for the residents
of Ogle County.

The abundance of
plastic bags is a major
environmental issue and
many county residents
have issues with access to
a recycling program that
accepts these items. The
OCSWMD understands
this and wants to help keep
as much plastic as we can
out of landfills and the
environment, and provide
a means to recycle these
materials.

This program will start
on March 6 and continue
until Wednesday, Sept. 6.
Items accepted include
empty, clean and dry gro-
cery bags, bread bags, ce-
real bags, plastic shipping
envelopes and wrap, case
overwrap, bubble wrap,
saltbags, Ziploc bags and
clean, dry produce bags.

Residents can drop off
their plastic bags any-

time for recycling at the
County Annex Building
located at 909 Pines Road
inOregon (bluerecycling
bin by entrance) or at the
Old Courthouse first floor
lobby during business
hours. Plastic bags will
also be accepted at all
other recycling events
hosted by the OCSWMD
throughout the above list-
ed time period.

While recycling these
plastic bags is benefi-
cial and important, the
OCSWMD reminds resi-
dents that waste reduction
must come before recy-
cling. The OCSWMD
encourages residents to
avoid excess packaging
and seek out reusable
options for packaging
whenever possible.

For a list of accepted
bags or if you have ques-
tions about recycling in
Ogle County call the
OCSWMD at 815-732-
4020, email solidwaste@
oglecountyil.gov, visitthe
county website at www.
oglecountyil.gov, or go to
Ogle County Solid Waste
Management Dept. on
Facebook.
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WIN A $20 GIFT CERTIFICATE TOWARDS YOUR EASTER HAM!
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SVHS band director nominated as
RSO Music Educator of the Year

STILLMAN VALLEY — Stillman Valley
High School’s Director of Bands, Mr. John
C. Gelasi, has been nominated as Rockford
Symphony Orchestra’s Music Educator of
the Year. Mr. Gelasi teaches Wind Sympho-
ny, Introduction to Guitar, and Pop Music
History at the high school as well as junior
high band and lessons.

“In 2016 the RSO created the Outstanding
Music Educator Award to recognize an out-
standing music educator in our community.
Current, full-time educators in Winnebago,
Boone, Ogle, Stephenson and Rock Counties
who teach music in public or private schools
are eligible to be nominated.

Nominees embody the following qualities:
Demonstrates passion for music education
and is a leader in the music education com-

munity. Has a documented successful music
education program and his/her school. Makes
a measurable difference in the lives of their
students

The Award Winners will be formally an-
nounced from the stage of the Coronado at the
RSO’s April 29 performance, with a reception
to follow the concert.

Mr. Gelasi is in his second year of teaching
at SVHS and Meridian Junior High.

“I am so proud to learn that Mr. Gelasi has
been honored by the Rockford Symphony
Orchestra as a nominee for Music Educator
of the Year,” SVHS Principal Leslie Showers
said. “He is an outstanding teacher, who has
elevated the quality of music produced by
our talented students and breathed life into
our instrumental music program.”

“I am so proud to learn that Mr. Gelasi has been honored by
the Rockford Symphony Orchestra as a nominee for Music
Educator of the Year. He is an outstanding teacher, who has
elevated the quality of music produced by our talented
students and breathed life into our instrumental music

program.”

Leslie Showers
SVHS Principal

RE/MAXE

of Rock Valley

ur Office’s Founding Mother
Gone, but never forgotten.

$155,000 Call Rebecca
PICTURE PERFECT! 3 bedroom, 1.5 bathroom home that is magazine
worthy! Tastefully decorated throughout, there is nothing to do but move
right in! Open concept living space with eat in kitchen area and dining
room. Kitchen boasts white cabinets, stainless steel appliances and large
pantry area. Doors off of the kitchen open to your large 4 season porch
lined with windows, providing loads of natural light! Cherry hardwood
flooring and neutral paint colors throughout the main floor are sure to
please. Large living room open to a bonus room currently serving as
a playroom but could easily be converted into a home office or formal
dining room. Upstairs there are 3 bedrooms and a large full bathroom.
Lower level offers finished square footage for additional living or working
space. Fully fenced backyard featuring stunning landscaping including :
raised garden beds, hydrangeas, red bulb tree and a pollinator plot. All of
this close to Parks, downtown and Schools.

s

866 N. Il Route 2, Oregon
$349,000 Call Rebecca

3+ ACRES WITH ROCK RIVER FRONTAGE! Your property search stops
here with this updated home featuring a 3 car attached garage and
additional 24x60 heated garage offering parking for up to 6 vehicles! With
3,000 square feet of finished space, 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms and potential
for 2 additional bedrooms in the lower level, this home has loads of living
space! Main floor is spacious with soaring ceilings in the large living room.
Kitchen has white cabinets, new stainless steel appliances along with an eat
in area. There is also a stunning sunroom off of the kitchen where you can
spend your days relaxing. Custom built home with custom features: double
sided gas fireplace, built ins, central vac, many oversized windows with

built in blinds, first flood laundry, exterior basement entrance and oversized
master suite with en suite bathroom featuring a walk in closet and jacuzzi
tub. There are two bedrooms on the main floor along with a full bathroom.
The lower level has a large rec room and two bonus rooms that are finished
and currently serving as a guest room and home office. Detached building
has several garage doors and parking for 6 vehicles- making it a great
space for your hobby’s or toys. Tucked down a long drive, this home offers a
great deal of privacy while also being close to town. Make an offer today, so
you can dock at your property this summer!

4933 N. Marrill Road, Byron
$429,900 Call Carla

New Listing in highly rated Stillman School district! This sprawling ranch on
acreage with full exposure offers over 2000 sq ft of main floor living with all
appliances staying. Gorgeous Hickory kitchen cabinetry. You'll love the open
floor plan with this split ranch design. Vaulted ceiling in the great room with
fireplace. Large eat-in kitchen with sliders to the deck with views for miles
and miles! The main floor master suite offers a Jacuzzi tub with separate
walk in shower and huge walk in closet! There's a fully finished lower level
with its own sauna, separate bedroom or office, and huge rec room area
with another wood burning fireplace. The lower level also has a beautiful
patio area. The separate stairway entrance from the garage to the lower
level makes it easy for unloading to the basement! Plus newer windows and
sliders throughout and the newer roof! 2 out buildings that are 54x36 and
36x24. The lower level flooring is plumbed for radiant heat. Conveniently
located between Byron and Stillman area in a beautiful country location. All
this and more with stores, restaurants and shopping only minutes away!

2446 N. River Road, Oregon
$449,900 Call JD

WOODED ACREAGE WITH RIVER ACCESS... charming 5 bedroom

2 bath cape cod with tons of great features & full of potential. This
property is nestled on over 11 acres of land with a flag shaped parcel
that approaches the very popular Rock River. The home itself features
a perfect mix of class & functionality: A galley kitchen with oak cabinets,
gas stove, & a brand new high-tech refrigerator; mud room with main
floor laundry; dining & living rooms, each featuring hardwood floors and
fireplaces respectively & a beautiful sun-room overlooking the brick
paved patio. There are 3 bedrooms on the main floor, with one full bath,
and an additional bath with 2 larger bedrooms upstairs. This home is
complimented by a detached 3+ car garage that is partially heated

& insulated, a 42x36 outbuilding with electrical service, whole home
generator, and newer propane furnace & water heater. Make this home
yours today before it is too late!

4874 Antioch Drive, Rockford
$179,900 Call Taylor

PRICED BELOW APPRAISAL!! Welcome to 4874 Antioch Dr, a beautifully
maintained home located in a quiet neighborhood. This charming
3-bedroom, 2-bathroom ranch-style home boasts many features that are
sure to impress. As you enter the home, you are greeted with a spacious
living room that flows into the open-concept dining area and family room
areas. The master bedroom features an en-suite full bathroom. Two
additional bedrooms provide ample space for a growing family, home office,
or guest room. A second full bathroom with a bathtub and shower combo
completes the living space. The spacious backyard features a large deck
perfect for summer barbecues, a newer above ground pool, and a fenced-in
yard for privacy and security. The home also has a two-car attached garage
and a partially finished basement that is awaiting your final touches. This
home is conveniently located near shopping, dining, and entertainment
options, as well as easy access to major highways for commuting. Don’t
miss out on the opportunity to make this beautiful home yours!

e T )

000 N. River Road (10 Acres), Byron
$89,900 Call Jamie

Do you love the outdoors? Here is your opportunity to own your own
private recreational island! Hunting, Fishing, Camping, Boating,
Kayaking, just to name a few things you can enjoy with this property!
Perfectly nestled in the best location of the Rock River. Sandbar is just
located across the river. 2 Public boat launches are within minutes
away. Near Prairie View Golf Course and Downtown Byron. 5 minutes to
Oregon. 20 minutes to Rockford. 90 minutes to Chicago.

R

508 N. 6th Street, Oregon
$220,000 Call Lori

Grand, family friendly home. Here is your opportunity to live in a
neighborhood with many grand homes. This house on .60 acres is a

mix of old world charm and huge modern family room. Features include
9 foot ceilings, 2 wood burning fireplaces, built in hutch and cabinetry,
living room with historic tin ceiling, light fixtures from the original period.
Outside you will have a beautiful lot, great views, wood deck, huge 3
season porch with vaulted ceiling. The garage is 28 x 48 feet plus a

6 foot overhang on the north side. The 2 overhead doors are 8.75' x
8.75’,s0 bring your bigger vehicles. So many people looking for oversized
garages!! Don’t miss out on this gem.

303 Cherry Avenue, Polo
$64,000 Call Mark

Looking for a smaller home that is very AFFORDABLE? Take a look at
this 2 bedroom, 1 full bath home in Polo! 1 bedroom and bath on the
main floor and 1bedroom upstairs. Possibility for a second bath in the
basement where there is already an existing shower and sink. Living
room/Dining room combo has hard wood floors and cabinets on one
end for more storage. Furnace was new in 2017 and there is basement
laundry hookup. Windows are 10 years old and detached 2 car garage
has nice metal roofing. Whether you live here yourself or use as an
INVESTMENT property, this could be the inexpensive home you've been
looking for!

Mark True
815-631-1699

%

Casey Cline
217-840-8855

Carla Benesh
815-985-6235

Taylor Miller
815-751-8943

Merri Cruz
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Lori Peterson
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Erin Spence
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Jenny Kirchner
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St. Paul
Lutheran Church

- Holy Week Services -
)

fLoving Christ, Sharing Christ,
Trusting Christ

Maundy Thursday Service
April 6 — 5:30 PM

Easter Sunday Service
April 9 - 8:30 AM
Join us for Easter Brunch after worship!

\Handicap Accessible - Holy Communion at all servicesj

114 South 5th Street, Oregon, IL
815-732-2367

Trinity Evangelical

Lutheran Church

308 E. Brayton Rd., Mt. Morris, IL
815-734-6354 « www.trinitymmil .net

Maundy Thursday Worship — 7 pm 4/6
Good Friday Worship — 7 pm 4/7
Easter Vigil Saturday — 7 pm 4/8

Easter Sunday — 9:30 am 4/9

<ua  ALL are Welcome!
Ay ALl AATA

TRINITY

04032023

8195 Kishwaukee Road
Stillman Valley, IL 61084
(815) 965-1940
www . kishchurch.org

Come find
new life in the

PALM SUNDAY - April 2 GDSFJE!' of

e 10 am Worship

MAUNDY THURSDAY - April 6 Jesus. ..
* 7 pm Communion Service

GOOD FRIDAY COMMUNITY SERVICE - April 7
* 7om @ Red Brick Church

EASTER SUNMDAY SCHEDULE - April 9
® 7 am Sunrise Service
* 7.45 am Easter Breakfast
¢ 10 am Gathered Worship

N O RiverStone
Join us Sunday April

oth at 10:45 AM

609 S. Tenth St.

Oregon IL

THE HEART OF GOD IS A RESURRECTING HEART. HE LONGS
FOR US TO EXPERIENCE NEW LIFE! THROUGH THE DEATH OF
JESUS, ALL MAY HAVE THE CHANCE TO LIVE. THAT IS NOT
JUST GOOD NEWS, THAT IS NEWS FILLED WITH HOPE! IT IS
THE HOPE THAT WE ALL NEED, AND IT IS THE CENTER OF HIS
GOSPEL. NEW LIFE HAS COME THROUGH JESUS AND SET
THE TRUTH THAT THERE IS NO OTHER GOD LIKE OUR GOD!
MAKE SURE TO BRING YOUR KIDS TO RIVERKIDS! THEY WILL

BE CELEBRATING THEIR OWN SERVICE GEARED
SPECIFICALLY FOR THEM! AGES BIRTH - 6TH GRADE!

HOLX7 WEEB

AT VALLEY COVENANT

Come and Experience the Hope of New Life in Jesus!

PALM SUNDAY : 9am - “Gather”
April 2nd 10:15am — Worship Service

GOOD FRIDAY :  7pm - Community Worship Service
April 7th at Red Brick Church

EASTER SUNDAY :10:15am — Worship Service
April 9th

103 S Maple St
va , 'e Stillman Valley, IL 61084
C

ovenant Church www.valleycov.org

03272023

I
— United Church of Byron\

701 West Second Street, Byron, IL
815-234-8777
www.unitedchurchofbyron.org
Look for us on Facebook

Loving God e Serving People ¢ Following Jesus

PAIM SUNDAY ~APRIL 2
8:15am: Lectio Divina Meditative Service
10:30am: Worship

MAUNDY THURSDAY ~ APRIL 6
6:30pm: Soup Supper & Service with
Communion

EASTER SUNDAY ~ APRIL 9

8:15am: Lectio Divina Meditative Service
9:15am: Easter Breakfast & Easter Egg Hunt For Kids

10:30am: Worship
All are welcome!

03272023

Saint Bride’s
Episcopal Church =

1000 Rt. 64 W.,, Oregon, IL
815-732-7211

saint.bride.church{@gmail.com

www.saintbrides.org

Holy Week & Easter Services

Palm Sunday (4/2) 10:00 am Service
Maundy Thursday (4/6) 5:00 pm Service/Supper
Easter Sunday (4/9) 10:00 am Service

All Are Welcome!

May the power of Easter resurrection life be the main story of our lives,
because Easter is more than a feel-good day on the calendar. It has to do with
the most powerful gift we have received in the world: The power of God coming
through His son Jesus Christ. Through the Easter experience God can do
amazing things in our lives.

From St. Bride's Episcopal Church we're bringing this Easter message hoping it

will touch you with many blessings in the name of the One whose Resurrection
we celebrate, Jesus Christ.

Happy Easter!
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SPORTS NEWS

AREA SPORTS

Oregon softball defeats
Milledgeville

The Oregon varsity softball team
opened its season on March 20 with a
12-10 victory over Milledgeville. Ava
Hackman struck out 5 batters to help seal
the victory for Oregon. Reilee Suter had
aclutch 2 RBI double to help the Hawks
storm back from a five-run deficit. Ella
Dannhorn, Haleigh Burkhart, Imagin
Terlikowski and Sarah Stevens all had
hits for the Hawks.

Hawks prevail over Indian

Creek
On March 21, Oregon softball pre-
vailed 12-10 over Indian Creek. Ella

Dannhorn led the Hawks softball team
with two home runs. Reilee Suter and
Gracen Pitts each homered to lead Or-
egon to the win. Emma Schlichtmann
got the win in the pitchers circle for
the 2-0 Hawks striking out six batters
in four innings.

Scores

Varsity softball
March 21: Marengo 9, Stillman
Valley 2

Varsity baseball

March 21: Stillman Valley 14,
Hinckley-Big Rock 4

March 22: Stillman Valley 3, Ful-
ton 2

OREGON PARK DISTRICT WEEKLY HAPPENINGS

Easter Egg Hunt

The Easter egg hunt is returning to
Oregon Park West Thursday April 6th at
5:00 PM. Children can hunt for easter
eggs with other children their age, and egg
hunt start times will be staggered by age
group. Families can enjoy photos with
the Easter Bunny and a spring themed
storywalk before or after their egg hunt.
Registrations are FREE, but required for
all egg hunters, parents, grandparents, and
older siblings are all welcome to attend.
Deadline to register is March 29th.

5th and 6th Grade Flashlight
Easter Egg Hunt

Looking for some Easter Fun, but too
old for a traditional egg hunt? Join us in
Oregon Park West Thursday April 6th at
8:00 PM for an after dark egg hunt. Bring
your own flashlight and basket, and search
for prizes before they are gone. Registra-
tions are FREE, but required for all egg
hunters. Deadlinetoregisteris March 29th.

Perky Pelican Drop-In Event

Come out to Park East to watch Amer-
ican white pelicans and other migrating
birds Saturday April 22, 8:00-10:00 AM.
Enjoy birding from the wheelchair-acces-
sible Park East observation deck with free
coffee provided by Oregon Park District
Staff. This programisa free, dropinevent,
no registration is needed. Free coffee
while it lasts.

Spring Flower and Plant Sale

Jumpstartyour garden with astop atthe
annual Oregon Park District Spring flower
and plant sale, located in Kiwanis Park at
the location of the Rivers Edge Farmers
Market. Annuals, perrenials, vegetables
and more. This sale is the perfect cure
for spring fever. Sale will take place on
Saturday May 6th from 8:00AM-1:00PM.
Vendor Registration fee is $15R/$18NR.
All vendors who register before April 15
receive a $5 early-bird discount.

Cinco De Mayo Empanadas

with Lynnie’s Kitchen

LynnKaufman of Lynnie’s Kitchen will
joinus on Wednesday May 3rd at 6:00 PM
at Cork & Tap to share a tasty empanada
recipeperfect foraddingsomeflavortoany
Cinco De Mayo Celebration. Participants
willneed to bring some dishes and utensils
fromhome, and Lynn Kaufman will supply
allingredientsand instruction. Participants
will leave class with a dish of empanadas
readytotakehome and bakeandarecipeto
enjoy again athome. Deadline to register
is April 26th, registration is $38R/45NR.
Full supply list will be emailed to partic-
ipants after registration closes.

A Gift for Mom Children’s

Class- Cin's Treasures

Nothing says THANK YOU on Moth-
er’s Day likeahandmade gift. On Saturday
May 6th, Cindy Hendrickson of Cin’s
treasures will open her studio in Conover
Square Mall for a special children’s class
where participants craft a wooden flower
block formom or grandma. Classbegins at
4:00 PM, enjoy exploring Conover Square
while your children craft. Crafts willneed
time to dry after class, plan to pick them
up ata later date. Class is open to children
aged 8-16, registration is $22R/$26NR,
deadline to register is April 29th.
Drop in Playtime

Bring your toddlers and preschoolers
(aged 6 mos-5 years) and come drop in on
Friday mornings from 10-12:30 to meet
friendsandactively play atthe Nash Recre-
ation Center. We will have mats, balls, pop
up tents, music and more setup in the river
Room for children to exert some energy
and get out of the house. This program is
free for members and daily fee for every-
one else. Come on out to play! Children
must be accompanied by a caregiver who
remains with them the entire time. This
program runs from January 14-May 19.
No registration required.

Easter Fun at Nash
Join us on April 5 in the River Room
at Nash for some Easter fun. We will be

making sock bunnies and tie dying eggs
to decorate your home for Easter. There
will also be Easter cookies to decorate.
The Easter Bunny will even be making a
visit. This event is for kids aged 3 to 12.

Registration Fee $3/ $4 NR. Deadline
is March 27th

Circa'21 Theatre Trips

LiveTheatreis back inbusiness at Circa
’21 in Rock Island, IL and the Oregon
Park District has two trips planned to
see shows. The first is on April 12 to see
Grumpy Old Men. This show is about two
agingneighbors, Max, and John, who have
been feuding for more than 50 years. Then
beautiful Ariel moves in across the street
and the rivalry goes to a whole new level.
This trip for adults takes place on April 12
from 10 AM to 4 PM and includes trans-
portation by OPD van and your meal and
ticketat Circa ‘21. Costis $58 forresidents
and $68 for non-residents and registration
deadline is March 11. The second show
is Mamma Mia! This show is about a
daughter’s search for her father when she
brings three men from her mother’s past
back to the Greek island paradise, they last
visited 20 years prior. The timeless music
of ABBA helps to tell the story. This trip
for adults takes place on May 24 from 10
AM to 4 PM and includes transportation
by OPD van and your meal and ticket at
Circa "21. Cost is $58 for residents and
$68 for non-residents and registration
deadline is April 23.

Camp OPD

Registration is now open for Camp
OPD Summer 2023: Literary Times.
Camp runs from May 30 through August
11. Tuesday through Thursdays feature
activities that are themed around different
book series. Familiarity with the book
series is not required to enjoy the camp
activities. Each week will feature a field
trip on Wednesday. Mondays and Fridays
may be added each week for an additional
costand will featurenon themed activities,
with Fridays being spentatthe Splash Pad.
Don’t miss out on this summer of fun for
yourchild. Spaceis limited to 24 kids each
week. See the website for details about
costs, themes and field trips.

Spring Pickleball Tourna-

ment

Come and play in our Spring Pickleball
Tournamenton Tuesday March 28th. This
tournament will be a doubles tournament.
Teams can be made up of male, female, or
co-ed. Playersmustsignupasateam. Nash
does havealimited number of paddles that
are available to play with.

Registration Deadline: 3/21/23

Fee: $25per team/ $30NR

Limited teams allowed..... don’t wait
to register!

Womens 3v3 Basketball

League

Womens Basketball League is back
at the Oregon Park District! Games are
played 3-on-3 on a half court at Nash.
Teams will compete in a regular season
followed by a tournament to conclude
the season. This is a fun opportunity for
all skill levels to play in a competitive
atmosphere. The league will be self
officiated and all players must be 18+
years old and graduated from High
School. Number of teams is limited,
so register early! Cost per team $100.
League is on Wednesday evenings from
April 5th through May 10th. Dead-
line for participation is March 29th.

Baseball and Softball 2023

Registration is open for all of our
Baseball and Softball programs, featur-
ing options for ages 3 years old through
14 years old. Whatever your skill and
age level, we have a program that will
help develop your skills and ensure that
you will have a fun season! Coaches are
needed for all levels, please email les-
ley@oregonpark.orgifyouare interested
in coaching. Variety of age groups - Call
815-732-3101 or www.oregonpark.org
to register.

How enrollments
have changed

FTER a
longer than
usual enroll-

ment adjustment period
due to the pandemic, the
IHSA recently rolled
out new figures for

the 2023-2025 school
years. These are
enrollments that
will be used to
classify where
each school fits
into a particular
sport.

The only
exception is
football, which
is divides 256 qualifi-
ers into eight classes.
Otherwise, every school
knows in advance which
class it will be in.

For area schools, it’s
pretty much business
as usual. However, the
success factor is back in
effect and some private
schools that fed into
smaller classes are now
being bumped up, such
as Elmhurst Immaculate
Conception in football.

That impacts Byron,
which gets a break from
that enrollment-advan-
taged grid program.
Winter and spring
success factors for the
privates will be an-
nounced later and will
certainly help out public
schools from a competi-
tive balance.

Last week, mention
was made about tiny
schools like Ohio and
Scales Mound in basket-
ball and my curiosity got
me to look up current
enrollments and com-

Andy Colbert

pare them to the past.
Sadly, Ohio is down

to 30 kids in the entire

high school. That it half

of what they had in 1986

when they took second
in the state in basket-
ball and a third of the
enrollment in the
1960s.

As the town
slowly died, an
effort was made
20-30 years ago
to offer free land
to anyone willing
to build a house
and hopefully
bring a family in. But,
towns all over the north-
west part of the state are
dwindling.

Here is a list of NUIC
schools with enrollment
from an old 1966 IHSA
handbook I found and
those of the 2023. It
should be noted that en-
rollment actually peaked
in the mid 1970s,
with the surge of baby
boomers in high school.
(School, 1966, 2023,
percentage change).

AFC, 315, 144, -54.
Amboy, 405, 203,-50.
Dakota 250, 256, +2).
Durand, 200, 179, -10).
East Dubuque, 285,
200, -30). Forreston,
382, 239, -37). Freeport
Aquin, 338, 81, -74).
Fulton, 420, 286, -32.
Galena, 370, 242,
-34. Lanark, 340, 199,
-41. Lena-Winslow, 350,
239, -32. Milledgeville,
276,121, -56. Oran-
geville, 260, 102, -60.
Pearl City, 181, 130,
-28. Pecatonica, 230,

270, +17. Polo, 330,
178, -46. Scales Mound,
100, 80, -20. Stockton,
330, 161, -51. Warren,
320, 109, -66. West
Carroll, 847, 269, -68.

To clarify, the 1966
enrollments include the
total of other school
districts that eventually
fed into today’s district,
i.e. Thomson, Mt. Car-
roll and Savanna now
making up West Carroll
or Ashton and Franklin
Center as AFC.

Other than a pocket
between high-population
centers of Freeport and
Rockford, where Dako-
ta, Durand and Pec are
located, the rest of the
area experienced drastic
drops in enrollment.

Many factors attri-
bute to this, such as a
decline in jobs, inad-
equate transportation
systems (think if how
many decades Highway
20 expansion has been
stalled), decline of fam-
ily farms and shuttering
of big industry, such
as the Army Depot in
Savanna.

Another huge differ-
ence are fewer children
being born. Families
of four, five or six kids
which were commonly
found in the 1960s and
70s are a rarity today.

Andy Colbert is a
longtime Ogle County
resident with years of
experience covering
sports and more for
multiple area publica-
tions.

RALPHIE

&
Lwloucs

RALPHIE & LULuyU’s

Join us on Friday nights for
fish, chicken and more

Saturday we serve up
Chicken Ralphie
a fan favorite

The slots are hot and
the beer is cold

Serving dinner Wednesday 5 - 8 p.m.
Friday and Saturday 5 - 8 p.m.

07272022

812 Main Si. - Ashton

For AU Your B , Cowncrete
” and Sealcoat

¢Installation of NEW Blacktop
Parking Lots & Driveways

+Commercial & Residential

*Driveway Additions

Call For
Your FREE
Estimate

*Blacktop Repairs/Patching
+Sealcoating/Crack Filling

Concrete Stoops - Patios

Sidewalks

Serving Ogle, Boone & Winnebago County for over 33 years

815-234-4111
815-234-2225

==  Www.Kingblacktop.com

3499 E Tower Ro
P0 Box 652
ByRow, IL 61010
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Jeanette Heesaker, CPA

Masters in Business Administration
and Finance

Certified Managerial Accountant
Accounting and Tax Services
For Business/Individual/Partnership
132 W. Second St., Suite 1 . Byron, IL 61010
(815) 234-8100

aar Card

Air Conditioning
AIR CONDITIONING

Carrier

turn to the expertsy

HEATING

GAUL’S CLIMATE CONTROL

815-734-7314

604 N. Division
Polo, Illinois 61046

Randy Gaul
815-946-2386

Whatever you’re looking for,
these local businesses ask
you to consider them first.

Auto

GENE GREEN

Sales Agent

Sy

FORRESTON CAR CARE

EST. Z0OB

Forreston Car Care
204 S Ash Ave
Forreston, IL 61030

Cell: 815-238-7966

forrestoncarcare@gmail.com

Hanik's Repair

Hank Kaiser-Owner
ASE Certified

P.O. Box 31
54 Stephenson St.
German Valley, IL 61039

Cell ph. 815-238-5144
Fax ph. 815-362-2316

Bus. ph. 815-362-3451

mLINOIS AUTO REPAIR & TimE

Sell New & Used Tires/Rims
All Makes & Models
Cars/Truck Service

Lowest Price Around

Tony Kurzac

107 E. Washington St.
Route 64
Oregon, IL 61061

815-312-7089
illinoisautorepairtire@yahoo.com

Bathtub Refinishing
PORCELAIN SPECIALISTS

PORCELAIN & FIBERGLASS REFINISHING \\
AND REPAIR \
TUB TILE, SINKS, SHOWER ENCLOSURES,
FLOOR REPLACEMENT
KOHLER AUTHORIZED REPAIR \\

BILL CHANCE
815-247-8686

$20% orr

A TUB ABOVE THE thru 3/32/23

Contact Eric

oy A\ 815.973.9951
VaIIeyCraft .

C“St%gl)inegu 815.900.2090

Jlanderafted quality fo fast o lifofime

Come visit our showrocom
2477 E. IL Hwy 64
Oregon, IL 61061

Appointments Appreciated

Q Kitchen - Bath - Laundry - Office - and more!
¢ Fully Custom, From Design to Installation

0 Free Estimates, Friendly Local Service

CARPET CLEANING

e N 3-D Carpet &
a_ @%@ Upholstery Cleaning

AT
? VQ
&

Heather Ruchti
Ph: (815) 762-5307

900 W. Washington St.
Oregon, IL 61061

Concrete
Driveways

Walkways
Floors
Patios

Jerold Yoder Resealing

815.202.8787

Free Estimates!

Specialized in ALL flatwork
A
No Job is Too Small &

No Mercy Concrete
«. Small wall additions
\.:! Tear out and replace
(815)786-4386 N
Forreston, IL

Concrete

WETR S

President / Owner

o

Flatwork / Foundations

CONCRETE INC, 815.978.6073

741 Oaks Lane
Byron,IL61010

Free Estimates
Fully Insured

Construction

* o
Mark Miller Gonstruction
For All Your Building Needs!
Commercial/Residential Work
SERVING OGLE COUNTY FOR OVER 30 YEARS
* New Construction * Roofing ¢ Windows e Additions
e Complete Remodeling ¢ Siding ¢ Painting e Interior/Exterior
e Drywall ¢ Flooring ¢ Decks
Free Estimates ¢ Lead Certified

815-761-1626

NAVARRO & SONS

Construction Company

Free khkhkkkhkkk Sr. Citizen
Estimates Discount

Ceramic Tile * Wood Floors ® Painting ¢ Siding-
Basements ¢ Room Additions e Baths e Kitchens
Over25yrs.exp.  Customtouch  No job too big or too small
FRANK NAVARRO - OREGON 7/ BYRON
PHONE: 815-234-7588 FAX: 815-234-7568

EVENTS & ENTERTAINMENT
é \\‘I & ALA\/@
RIREWORICSIEGO).

5

E

PHIL GIUFFRE 773-415-4277 OREGON, ILLINOIS

WWW.S5ALARMFIREWORKS.COM
FESTIVALS, CONCERTS, WEDDING HOMECOMINGS, CORPORATE EVENTS

PRAIRIE FENGCE

Dixon, IL

815-677-1402

Agircultural - Residential - Commercial
- Hi-tensile electric - Vinyl fencing

- Woven wire - Chain link FREE
- Board rail - Split rail ESTIMATES!
- Horse fence - Privacy

Firewoo

FIREWOOD
815-751-2255

ALL HARDWOODS, SEASONED,
DELIVERED, STACKED

Illinois
DOORMASTERS uc

Oregon, IL
Merlin Fox - 815-440-9827

merlin@illinoisdoormasters.com

SERVICING AND INSTALLING GARAGE DOORS

= GALL FOR
S o, Y. meEEsTMATES
Services

815.406.8172

Seamless Gutters
arservicesis@vahoo.com i

GUTTER GUARDS & GUTTER CLEANING

HAIR CARE

Leaf River Kutz _

HANDYMAN

C.J. HOME MAINTENANCE
and REPAIR

We fix almost anything in and around the home!

o 122 Main Street <Leaf River |l 20 Plus Years Experience
) Regular and Emergency Service 24 Hours A Day
Men, Women, Kids 7 Days A Week
HAIR CUTS 815-738-6122 Phone 1-815-234-4511 Byron, Oregon,
Cell 1-815-222-6239 Mt. Morris Areas
LAWNCARE PAINTING

"Your prescription for a healthy yard!"

Fully Licensed

Lawn Treatments

Tree & Ornamental Care
General Pest Control
Mosquito Suppression
Over 15 Years Experience

Toby Behmer
Owner/Applicator
Stillman Valley, IL
815-393-6471
toby@turfrxil.com

Tennison Painting

Specializing in:

New Construction
Commercial & Residential
Interior & Exterior - Painting & Staining
Wall & Ceiling Repair - Texturing Walls
& Ceilings - Insured

Ph: (815) 501-2893
Email: jimtennison@gmail.com
www.TennisonPainting.com

/‘: N
INTEGRITY

HOME IMPROVEMENT & RENOVATION, LLC

New Construction - Complete Remodels - Additions - Windows
Doors - Sunrooms - Kitchens - Basements - Baths - Garages

Dan Houston 815.871.5748 - Craig Kosch 815.566.7424
www.integrityhomeimp.com

FREE
ESTIMATES

Insured

WALLPAPER

PAINTING

K& J

DECORATING, INC.
Specializing in painting or staining kitchen

cabinets or woodwork.
Insured Over 40 Years Experience

Ken Kline Cell (815) 353-5754

Stillman Valley, IL

STAINING

by
Dun Wright Grooming

%
MOBILE VIS
GROOMING LB e

 Cut of Your Choice

(depends on coat condition)
o Specialty /Flea Baths Available
 Bath/Hand Blow-Drying/Toe Nails Clipped

 Pets Groomed at Your Home

o Less Stress on Yourself and Your Pet
© No More “Separation” Anxiety

© No More Day-Long Waits for Pets

Contact person: 815-440-4779 Pam Wright

We
Q@%“ a\\-‘::‘o“ 9 ;;:o;, l;zer,
$a\esv:;‘°“($\ d g e oy, item
Structures

‘We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds

« Stock & Custom Design « Competitive Pricing
« Many Options Available « Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

TREE CARE
“Your Trees
OOVE Deserve a
A elececdteee, Certified
Arborist!”

Serving Ogle County Since 1996

CERTIFIED
ARBORIST

© Trimming & Removals e Climbing Specialists ® Insect & Disease Control
e Planting Service ® Arborist Consulting
Fully Licensed & Insured

732-4710

TREE SERVICE

High Top Tree
Service LLC

Tree Removal/Trimming*Storm Damage
Stump Grinding*Climbing Specialist
Fully Licensed and Insured

Tyler Smith
815.980.0678
tyler@hightoptreeservice.com

hightoptreeservice.com

5509 E. Woodburn Rd.
Byron, IL 61010

TREE REMOVAL

Tree Trimming
Removal
Stump Grinding
Storm Clean Up

Gabriel Mack
P: 779-251-0254
F:815-946-4372

WATER SOFTENER

- — — —

SERVICE CALL SPECIAL’

2 9 Offer Expires 4/30/20

We Service All Makes & Models. Test & check.
Over 30 Years Experience.

AFFORDABLE WATER
815-625-3426

Toll Free: 877-353-7638
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ROCK RIVER CENTER ACTIVITIES

Rock River Center is a resource
center located at 810 S. 10th Street,
Oregon. Do you need help with
Benefit Access Application for a
license plate discount, Medicare,
housing, homemaker service, heat-
ing assistance or other things? Our
Information & Assistance Specialists
are available at various locations
throughout Ogle County. Our activ-
ities and trips are open to all ages.
Call our office at 815-732-3252 with
any questions. Visit us on the web
at www.rockrivercenter.org and like
us on Facebook.

April Outing of the

Month

Thurs., Apr. 13. Nicholas Conser-
vatory & Gardens

NEW 3-Part Butterfly Exhibit.
Video/Watch Butterflies Emerge/

©

5SSy  SAINT PATRICK
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Tour. $8/pp ticket price / Out-of-
county activity fee. Sign-up & Pur-
chase Tickets by April 6,2023. (tick-
ets must be purchased in advance).
Limited seating available

One-Woman

Musical

Featuring: Jillann Gabrielle.
Monday, April 17, 2023. Showtime:
1:00 p.m. Place: Rock River Center.
(Sponsored by Rock River Center
& Oregon Public Library). Joan
Crawford and Bette Davis, iconic
superstars of the silver screen from
the 30’s,40’s, 50’s, 60’s and beyond,
find themselves in Purgatory...IN
THE SAME BODY!!

Involved in a real and manu-
factured feud for most of their
screen careers, the ladies defend
their lives to the powers that be.

2023 Lenten Fish Fry Dinners

St. Patrick Parish Center 236 Kelley Drive

Fish Dinner

ADULT (11YRS+) $15
SENIOR CITIZEN (65+) $14
CHILDREN (4-10YRS) S$S10

Includes 2-3 pieces of baked or hand breaded

fried cod and everything on the menu
excluding pizza

Pizza Dinner

ADULT (11YRS+) $13
SENIOR CITIZEN (65+) $12
CHILDREN (4-10YRS) $8

Includes 2 slices of pizza (1 slice for

children's dinner) and everything on the menu

excluding fish

FAMILY RATE - $50

Parent(s) and children 18-under - DINE IN ONLY

3-UNDER - FREE

FRIDAYS IN LENT
FEB 24
MARCH 3, 10, 17, 24, 31
5:00-7:00 PM

MENU

Dr. Del's Baked & Hand Breaded
Deep Fried Cod
Tartar Sauce & Lemon Slices
Alfano's Cheese Pizza
Macaroni & Cheese
French Fries
Potatoes w/Parsley
Green Beans
Cole Slaw
Dessert & Beverages
(Beer & Wine Available)

50/50 RAFFLE - HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE - CARRY OUTS AVAILABLE

encounter
N < Dinner proceeds support St. Patrick Youth Ministry.
A special thank you to Knights of Columbus for their support of our ministry!

Gadini O. Delisca, M.D. of XCEL
Orthopedics at Rochelle Community
Hospital provides orthopedic care for
all ages. He welcomes any questions
you may have about orthopedics.

Advance registration requested.
Please call 815-732-3252 if you plan
to attend this very informative

April 2023 Yoga
Jennifer Pierce EdD, leads move-
ment and exercises using yoga and
mindfulness concepts.
Incorporating these techniques
into your lifestyle can enhance health,

Comedic rapid-fire exchanges and
attacks drag out all the skeletons
from each other’s closet. Exhaust-
ingly researched, this innovative
one-woman musical presents four-
teen songs with hilarious, brilliant
lyrics. Fireworks!

Reservation Information: Make
your reservations at Rock River
Center 810 S. 10th St, Oregon, or by
calling 815-732-3252. Reservation
requested by Tues., April 11, 2023
so we can be prepared. Please call
the Center at 815-732-3252 for more

information, . increase strength, improve balance
Orthopedic Care and & flexibility, and reduce depression
Treatment and anxiety.

Day & Time: Friday, from 10:00
— 11:00 a.m. Class Dates: April 7,
14, 21, and 28. Cost: $5 per class
Registration: Call 815-732-3252

Join us at Rock River Center on
Wednesday, April 12, 2023 at 1:00
p.m., forapresentation on Orthopedic
Care and Treatment. Our speaker

Friday
5pm-9:30pm

,FI
2 wooven| FRgLZ’S

208 N. Walnut St.
Stiliman Valley
815-645-9828

) |
| ‘
]

RESTAURANT
& BAR

— EST. 1991 —

02202023

W /VWFM @/
Your Choice of

Cod Perch
$13 $15

Fish Fry Special!
Pollock aiyoucan eat) - $13

4-8 pm

Other seafood available/Full menu available

1469 N. ILRt 2
Oregon IL
815-732-6761
Maxsons.net

02202023

VEW

Post 8739

1310 W. Washington St.

Oregon, IL

815-732-6851

Every Friday

Fish Fry
Cod, Catfish &

Served Fridays 4pm-8pm

Public welcome, dine in or carry out.

02202023

FISH
FRIDAY

Every Friday night
Serving 5 - 8 p.m.
Fried cod, baked cod, bluegill
or shrimp

$13.95-$14.95

Includes: choice of potato (baked,
french fries or onion rings), full fresh
- salad bar with homemade soup and
5 complimentary dessert

RALPHIE

&
Lweloee's

Inc.

Dine in, carry out or curbside delivery

812 Main St. - Ashton

02202023
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BERTOLET MEMORIAL LIBRARY

YOUTH PROGRAMS
BINGO: Monday, March 27th, 5:00
PM

Start spring break with us. This free program is
open to all ages with a variety of prizes.

Family Movie: Thursday, March 30th,
5:00 PM

Puss in Boots discovers that his passion for adven-
ture has taken its toll: he has burned through eight
of his nine lives. Puss sets out on an epic journey to
find the mythical Last Wish and restore his nine lives.

Story Time: Thursdays, 10:00 AM
Miss Jana will have stories and crafts for tod-
dlers-kindergarten age kids.

ADULT PROGRAMS

Book of the Month

Travel to Scotland’s Shetland Islands for the first
book in Ann Cleeve’s Shetland Island series. Raven
Black follows Inspector Jimmy Perez as he tries to
solve a murder of a young girl.

Card Making: Saturday, April 15th,
9:00AM

Get ready for graduation season by creating a one-
of-a-kind card for those middle school, high school,
and college grads! All supplies provided or you may
bring your own!

Plastic Recycling

We ask that you make sure plastic is clean with
no debris in the donation. Also please remove any
ziploc-type seals and paper/sticker labels. Thank you
for your cooperation.

NEW RELEASES

Adult Books
I Will Find You by Harlan Coben
The Sister Effect by Susan Mallery
Once We Were Home by Jennifer Rosner
Worthy Opponents by Danielle Steel

DVDs
Mr Malcom’s List
Puss In Boots: The Last Wish

OREGON PUBLIC LIBRARY

Library Closure

Please take note of our upcoming special hours in
March and April: We will be closed Friday, March
31 - Saturday, April 1, and Friday, April 7 - Saturday,
April 8 as the gallery floors are being refinished. The
gallery will remain closed April 3 - 10.

Book Clubs

Is This Just Fantasy? Book Club will meet Tuesday,
March 28 6 pm at the Library to discuss The City We
Became by N.K. Jemison. The 2WBC Book Club
meets April 12, at 12:30 pm to discuss Gone Girl by
Gillian Flynn. Cocktails & Crimes will meet Sunday,
April 16 at 5pm at Ogle County Brewery. Stop by
the Library to find out what you’re reading! The
Afternoon Book Club meets Wednesday, April 19, at
1:00 pm to discuss the Sea of Tranquility by Emily
St. John Mandel. Books on Tap meets Thursday,
April 27 at 6 pm to discuss The Candy House by
Jennifer Egan.

Preschool Story Time

(18 months- 5 years)

Join us at the Library for stories and crafts on
Mondays at 10 am. Registration is required. Go
online or call to register.

Tiny Art Show- Celebrate World Art

Day

All ages, Pick up your kit now!

Pick up a Tiny Art kit anytime during the month
of March (while supplies last) and return it by
Thursday, April 6th to be entered into the art show.
All art entries will be exhibited during the the month
of April. Voting will occur between April 12th-29th
and prizes will be awarded to those who receive the
most votes.

I'm Bored... What is There to Do?
Tuesday, March 28, 1:30 - 3:30 pm, ages 8 & up
You’re on break and don’t have anything to do?

Well, check out your local Library! There will be a

variety of crafts, games, puzzles or Legos available

to challenge your imagination, or you can just come
by and read or check out what the library has to offer.

Supplies may be limited for specific crafts. Registra-

tion is required, but you can come any time during

the time frame, 1:30 -3:30pm. There might even be

a movie running in the background. Go online or
call the Library to register.

Comic Book Workshop w/Do Art

Productions

Wednesday, March 29, 1:30 -3 pm

Join Do Art Productions for a comic book work-
shop! This is a unique experience where we begin by
talking about the source of inspiration, and then lead
into the different languages available to express that
inspiration. We will then move into the exciting part
of creating a six panel comic together, brainstorm-
ing the plot, dialogue, resolution, etc. and seeing it
through to completion. At Do Art Productions, we
express that the power of art is not the art but the
process of art. From there we can build and develop
our own identity, confidence, patience, and just about
any other attributes we wish to have. Register at http://
www.oregonpubliclibrary.com.

Did you know we have a SEED

LIBRARY?

It will be open on April 3rd.

Bring seeds to share to the library— fruits, vegeta-
bles, flowers and native seeds are the best. NO GMO
SEEDS OR SEEDS OVER 2 YEARS OLD. To add
seeds that you have saved or purchased to our collec-
tion, bring them to the Circulation Desk and request
a seed envelop for each plant. Please fill out as much
of the information on the envelope as you can, put in
enough seed to grow at least five plants, and return
the envelope to Circulation staff. You do not need to
have a library card to donate seeds or ‘borrow’ seeds.

Passport Fair

Saturday, April 12, 10 am -2pm

The Oregon Public Library is hosting a special pass-
port event at the Oregon Public Library, 300 Jefferson
Street, Oregon IL, on Saturday, April 15, 2023 from
10am to 2pm to provide passport information to U.S.
citizens and to accept passport applications. Informa-
tion on the cost and how to apply for a U.S. passport
is available at travel.state.gov or contact the Oregon
Public Library at 1-815-732-2724. U.S. citizens may
also obtain passportinformation by phone, in English
and Spanish, by calling the National Passport Infor-
mation Center toll-free at 1-877-487-2778.

AREA CHURCH DIRECTORY

MT. MORRIS CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN

BYRON

ALL SAINTS LUTHERAN CHURCH
624 Luther Drive, Byron IL 61010 815-234-5277
Pastor: Janet Wold
Sunday Worship Service held af 9:00 am. A recording of each Sunday’s
worship service is available on our Facebook page and our website later in
the day. Communion is served every Sunday. Sunday School for ages 3
through Adult is held at 10:00 am September through May. Confirmation
studies for 7th and 8th grade students are held each Sunday morning at
10:00 am. Monday afternoon Bible Study is held at 1:30 pm via Zoom. In
person Bible Studies are held Tuesday evening at 7:00 pm and Wednesday
afternoon af 1:30 pm. Book Club and The GATHERING meet monthly;
quilters meet twice monthly. Visit our website http://www.AllSaintsByron.
org or call the church office for further information.

CORNERSTONE FAMILY CHURCH
205 N. Peru St., Byron 815-234-8737 cornerstonefam ily.church
Sr. Pastor: Erik Ness, NextGen,/ Family Pastor: Collin Nicholls
Children’s Ministry Director : Lori Marfin
Worship Service on Sundays at 10am with Children ‘s Worship Service and
Nursery Available
Sr High Youth Min istry Sundays at 6:00pm, Jr High Youth Ministry
Wednesdays at 6:30pm
Numerous Small Groups Available for All Ages throughout the week .
Please call our Church Office or visit our website for more details .
0ffice Hours: 8:00am -4:30pm MondaysThursdays

BYRON ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH
226 E. Second St, Byron, IL 61010 - Phone 815-234-7431 - Fr. Richard
Rosinski. Weekday Masses: Tuesday - Friday 7:30am, Weekend Masses:
May - August Sat. 5:00 pm, Sun. 8:00 am and 10:00 am, September -
April Sat. 5:00 pm, Sun. 8:00 am and 10:45 am, Reconciliation: Fri. 8:00
am - 8:30 am; Sat. 3:30 pm - 4:30 pm or by appointment

SHEPHERD EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH
NEW LOCATION! Jarrett Prairie Center 7993 N. River Rd., Byron Phone 963-
5216 Rev. Michael Axmark, Pastor.Discover Time 9:30 a.m., Fellowship 10:15
a.m., Worship 10:30 a.m.
Mailing Address: P.0. Box 838, Byron, IL 61010

UNITED CHURCH OF BYRON
A Member of the United Church of Christ
701 W. Second Street; PO Box 927, Byron IL 61010, 815-234-8777
Email: uch@comeast.net
Website: unitedchurchofbyron.org
Pastor: Rev. Tyler Spellious
Youth Ministry Coordinator: Richard Simpson
Sunday Schedule & Worship opportunities:
Service of Meditation & Prayer: 8:15am- 8:45am
Adult Sunday School Hour: 9am
Kids Sunday School: (for ages 3 thru 5th grade) 9:30 -10:15am
Coffee & fellowship time: 9:30am - 10:30am
Main Worship: 10:30am
Spark Youth Group (for ages 6th grade thru 12th grade) - Sundays, Spm-7pm
For complete ministry schedule and other acivities, please check our website or
Facebook page or contact the church office.
Whoever you are or wherever you are on your journey, you are welcome here!

BEACON HILL ASSEMBLY OF GOD
“Building Faith for Life”
6467 N. German Church Rd., Byron, IL - Ph. (815) 234-8032 -
beaconhillbyron.org
Mailing Address: P.0. Box 448, Byron, IL 61010
Pastor: Gary Cortese
Service Times: Sundays af 10AM; Wednesday night Faith-Lift at 6:30PM
Find us on Facebook/Beacon Hill Assembly of God

CHANA

CHANA UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Josh Brown, 606 Main Street, Chana, IL 61015. Church office 815-732-
7683. (E-mail address: chanaumc@gmail.com Adult & Children’s Education
9:00 a.m. Worship Service 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion celebrated the first
Sunday of each month. At Chana Church you will find Open Hearts-Open
Minds-Open Doors.

DAVIS JUNCTION

DAVIS JUNCTION
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Open Minds, Open Hearts, Open Doors  “God's Heart in Our Community”
Located in fown on Rt. 72 © Our Pastor is Rev. Keith Kelsey-Powell Sunday
Services: Worship 10:30am, Childrens fime during Worship Service.
Fellowship following the Worship Service each Sunday. Communion the first
Sunday of the month. Potluck luncheon following Worship every 4th Sunday,
except in the summer months of June, July and August. Various small groups
meet throughout the month. For more information about the small groups
please call 298-2310. AA meets Wednesdays at 5:30pm and Saturdays at 9am.
For more information please visit our website WWW.DJUMC.ORG

FORRESTON

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
402 2nd Avenue, Forreston, IL 61030, Phone 815-938-3203Pastor Scott
Ralston
Sunday Worship 9:00 am; Sunday School 10:00 am

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
402 First Ave., Forreston, IL Phone: 815-938-2380
Pastor Sung-Eun Kim
OPEN HEARTS, OPEN MINDS, OPEN DOORS
Worship at 9:00 a.m. (childcare provided) with coffee and fellowship
immediately following. Sunday School Age 3-Adulf, 10:15 am.
AA meets Mondays, 8:00 AM. Monthly United Methodist Women's meetings.
God is Good, Al the Time, All the Time, God is Good!

ST.JAMES LUTHERAN CHURCH
Pastor Karen Tews
West Grove Rd. At Columbine Rd.
Worship Service 10:30 am. Communion is served every Sunday.
“Singing the Song of Christian Faith in Worship, Service, Learning, Outreach
and Welcome” in a beautiful rural seffing.
Everyone is cordially invited to be with us.

LEAF RIVER

ADELINE ZION EVANGELICAL CHURCH
9106 Cedar St. in Adeline, Leaf River, IL 61047 © Ph:815-541-4863 Sunday
Services: Sunday School 9:00 am, Worship Service 10:15 am
VISITORS WELCOME

LEAF RIVER BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Billy Hardy
Live Sermon Streaming: Sundays at 10:00 AM at www.facebook.com/
LEAFRIVERBC/
Archived Sermons on our YouTube channel: Leaf River Baptist Church (Until
further notice)
9:30 Church Service. Nursery available, 11:00 Sunday school for all ages.
Nursery available
6941 N Mt Morris Rd, Leaf River, IL 61047
815-738-2205 leafriverbc@gmail.com

LINDENWOOD

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH - LCMS
immanuel-lindenwood.org (for sermons, events, efc.)
16060 E. Lindenwood Road, Lindenwood, IL 61049
815-393-4500  office@immanuelindenwood.org
Sunday Mornings: Divine Service @ 9am; Food & Fellowship @
10am; Sunday School and Adult Bible Study @ 10:30am
Food Bank: 1st and 3rd Saturdays, 9am-12pm
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Matthew Rosebrock
pastor@immanuel-lindenwood.org

LINDENWOOD UNION CHURCH
101 N Galena st, P.0 box 67

Lindenwood IL

815-393-4658

Worship- 10:00 am

Coffee Fellowship following service

ELIM REFORMED CHURCH
140 . Church Road, Kings, IL 61068  Pastor Marv Jacobs
Phone 815-562-6811 E-mail: goelimchurch@gmail.com
Website: www.goelimchurch.org
Sunday morning worship 10:00 am

MOUNT MORRIS

DISCIPLES UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
“By God's grace in Christ, we LIVE, LOVE, and SERVE"
All are welcome here!
9:30 am - Sunday Worship with Communion open fo all
10:45 am - Sunday School (Sep - May)
www.disciplesumc.org
(815) 7344853
102 N Maple Ave., Mt. Morris, IL 61054
Rev. Julie Bunt, Pastor

EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH OF MT. MORRIS
102 S. Seminary Ave., M. Morris, IL 61054 815-734-4942 www.efcmm.org
Senior Pastor: Bruce McKanna. Sunday Schedule: 8:30 a.m. Sunday School
for all ages. 9:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship. 10:00 a.m. Morning Worship with
Childeare and Children’s Church.

409 W. Brayton Road, M. Morris, IL 61045 Phone 734-4573

Pastor-Rodney Caldwell. Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m. Worship service available

online, call for details. Other activities currently suspended due o pandemic.
Email: mimcob@frontier.com

MT. MORRIS TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
308 E. Brayton Rd. Mt. Morris, IL Phone: 734-6354 Rev. Josh Ehrler
Worship Services: Saturday 5:30 PM; Worship Sunday 9:30 AM .
Sunday Church School - follows Worship Service (Sept.-May) Chime Choir
Wednesday 6:00 PM;

LITTLE PRAIRIE MENNONITE CHURCH
409 W Brayton Rd. Mt Morris, IL 61054 (Church of the Brethren Basement
Entrance) Worship Services: 10:00 AM Sunday Morning, 7:00 PM 1st & 3rd
Sunday Evening, 7:30 PM 2nd & 4th Wednesday Evenings of the Month.

Pastor: Norman Reinford 779-861-3700

EAST OREGON CHAPEL CHURCH OF GOD
East Oregon Chapel Church of God
The Sharing is Caring Church.
107 N Daysville Rd. Oregon, IL Phone: 815-732-2960.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Monday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Breakfust is served the Fifth Sunday of the Month beginning at 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday activifies: Adulis & Children mest weekly beginning at 6:30pm.
In the event that Oregon Schools are not in session we do not meet on
Wednesdays.

EBENEZER REFORMED CHURCH
2997 N. German Church Rd., 815-732-6313
3 miles east of Oregon on Rt. #64 then 2 miles north on German Church Rd.
* Rev. Josiah Youngquist
www.EBENEZERREFORMED.com © Sunday school 9:00 a.m. Worship 10:00
am.

LIGHTHOUSE UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Matthew J. Smith 4962 S. Daysville Rd., Oregon, IL 61061 815-732-7683
Worship at 9:00 a.m. Holy Communion celebrated the first Sunday of each of
month. Lighthouse will lite up your life!

OREGON CHURCH OF GOD
860 W. Oregon Trail Road Oregon, L Phone: 732-6847 or 732-2604 Pastor
Michael Hoffman; Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.; Morning worship, 10:30 a.m.;
Wednesday activities: Adult, Children, and Youth Groups 7 p.m. At the church.

OREGON FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
505 Hill St. Oregon, IL 61061 Phone: 732-2642
Pastor: David Snow “A Christ-centered, Bible-believing, family-oriented
ministry.” Sunday School 9:30 a.m.; Sunday Morning Service 10:30 a.m.;
Sunday Evening Service 6:00 p.m.; Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

OREGON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
200 S. 4th St, Oregon, IL 61061  815/732-2994
www.oregonumc.org  Pastor Rev. Megan Smick
9:00am Fellowship/Sunday School; 10:00am Worship with music, meditation
& Fellowship; 10:15am Announcements begin.

RIVERSTONE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
609 S. 10th Street , Oregon, IL 61061
Pastor Craig Amold ~ 812-236-1213
Sunday Service @ 10:45 AM ™ contemporary style worship with coffee and
doughnuts in our cafe! Online worship is also available via Facebook.
We believe in sharing Communion every Sunday as an act of worship.
RiverKids Service @ 10:45 AM for nursery-6th grade ™ provides a safe and
fun environment where kids can learn about who God is and who they are
because of Him.
Encounter Youth Ministry for kids in 7th-12th grade meets on Sunday
afternoons. Please see our Facebook page for scheduled dates and times.
For complefe minisiry info and events, visit us online af Riverstonecc.com or on
Facebook at facebook.com/RiverStoneChristianChurch

ST. BRIDE'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
1000 Highway 64, West (Hwy 64 W & Mongan Drive on Liberty Hill), Oregon
o 7327211 - Office Rev. Eldred George
Webpage: saintbrides.org © E-mail:saint.bride.church@gmail.com ¢
Worship Services: Sunday 10 am Holy Communion with Hymns
(Christian Education Available

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH, NALC
114S. 5th St. Oregon, IL Phone: (815) 732-2367
Website: stpaulnalcoregonil.weebly.com
10:15 a.m. Fellowship/Education hours
11:30 a.m. Worship

ST. MARY CHURCH
Rectory/Office: 211 North Franklin Ave., Polo, IL 61064
PHONE: 815-946-2535 © Rev. Joseph P. Naill
Masses: Sun 10:30am, Tuesday Mass 8 a.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation: First Sunday of each month after
10:30 mass
OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday-Friday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
www.stmarypolo.org

CHURCH OF THE OPEN BIBLE
302 S. Franklin Ave., Polo, Illinois  815-946-2848 © Luke N. Schier, Pastor
Sunday Worship: 9:30am We include our children in our Sunday Worship
Experience. “"THE GRAND Kids Class” Ages 3-10 are then dismissed right
after Praise & Worship. Blended Services. “Passion for God” “Compassion for
People” Visit our website: PoloOpenBible.org

CROSSROADS COMMUNITY CHURCH ~

POLO CAMPUS
Meeting Sundays @ 10AM Service
205 N. Jefferson Avenue, Polo ~ 815.837.5255
polo@crossroadsen.com
We offer contemporary worship and relevant Bible teaching through
engaging messages and powerful video. Join us after services for coffee,
snacks & fellowship. Kidzlink Children’s Ministry (nursery-5th grade) ~
during 10AM service
Crave Youth Group (6th-12th grade) ~Wed. 6:30PM - June 1st .
Visit our website: www.crossroadscn.com

FAITH DISCOVERY CHURCH
801 W. Oregon St., Polo © 815-946-3588 © Jeremy Heller, Pastor
Sunday School 9:00 a.m., Worship Service 10:00 a.m., Nursery Available,
Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 p.m. We Are an independent non-
denominational Christian church. Visitors are always welcome.

FAITH UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
702 E. Dixon Street, Polo, IL 61064 * Tel:815-946-3212
Sunday School for all ages 9am followed by Worship at 10am
Pastor Brian LeBaron
Website: www.faithumepolo.com o facebook.com/Faithumepolo

STILLMAN VALLEY

RED BRICK CHURCH OF STILLMAN VALLEY
(CONGREGATIONAL CHRISTIAN CHURCH)

Pastor Rev. Dr. Chris Brauns | Associate Pastor David Bogner

207 W Roosevelt Road (Rte 72), Stillman Valley.

815-645-2526 | www.theredbrickchurch.org

Sunday: Worship at 9:00 and 10:30 am. Sunday School at 9:00 am.
Wednesday: AWANA (Sept - April) from 6:00 to 7:15 pm.

Men, women, youth Bible Studies throughout the year.

See website for all acfivities or contact the church office.

KISHWAUKEE COMMUNITY

EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
8195 Kishwaukee Road, Stillman Valley, IL 61084 / 815-965-1940
Rev. Nick Garner, Pastor
www.kishchurch.org
Sunday Schedule: Discipleship Hour 9:00 AM, Coffee Fellowship 11:15 AM
Gathered Worship 10:00 AM
F?fE complete minisiry schedule check out our website or call the church
office.

VALLEY EVANGELICAL COVENANT CHURCH
Interim Pastor Barry Norris
103 S Maple St, Stillman Valley, IL
815-645-8872 | www.valleycov.org
Sunday Morning 9am 'Gather’ for learning & conversation, 10:15am Worship
both onsite and online at facebook.com/VECCFSV
Home of Valley Covenant Preschool 815-645-8882 Director Jill Huber
Bible Studies, Youth Group, Bread of Life Food Pantry
Please visit website for more information or contact the church office M-F
9am-2pm

GRACE FELLOWSHIP CHURCH
DAVIS JUNCTION

Pastor Brad Pittman www.graceisforyou.com
10479 E. High Rd., Stillman Valley, IL 61084 « 815-973-1369
Worship Service: Saturday at S5pm

WINNEBAGO

MIDDLE CREEK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
12473 Montague Road, Winnebago, IL 61088
Located West of Tower Road on Montague Rd.
Sunday: Worship Service at 9:30 am.
Office Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs. & Friday 9am-2pm.
Phone: 815-335-2609. Email: middlecreekchurch@gmail.com
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BYRON PUBLIC LIBRARY

Special Hours

The Byron Public Library will be
closed Sunday, April 9 in observance
of the Easter holiday. We wish all of
our patrons a safe and happy Easter!

Blackout Poetry

Monday, April 3.6—7:00 pm. April
is National Poetry Month! Come fora
relaxing evening as you learn the sim-
plicity of creating your own blackout
poetry. Beth will show you how easy
itis to take a written piece of literature
and turn it into a poem of your own.
Visit Byron.evanced.info/signup or
call 815-234-5107 to register.

Tiny Art Show
Monday, April 10. 5:30—7:00 pm.

FORRESTON PUBLIC LIBRARY

We are going to have a Tiny Art Show
during the month of May atthe library.
Pleasejoinustocreatea4’x4” project.
(Anyone can paint an abstract.) Your
painting will be returned after the
show. Visit Byron.evanced.info/sig-
nup or call 815-234-5107 to register.

DIY Tiny Library

Thursday, April 20. 6 — 7:30 pm.
Celebrate national library month by
creating your very own tiny library.
Visit Byron.evanced.info/signup or
call 815-234-5107 to register for this
program.

Curbside Delivery
The library is open for browsing,
but patrons can still use our curbside

service! Place your holds online at
byronlibrary.org or call us at 815-
234-5107. Notsure what you want?
Call us for help! We will call or
email youwith a confirmation when
your holds are ready to be picked
up. Call us when you arrive at the
library, and we will bring your items
out to you, already checked out. A
receipt with your due dates will be
included with your items.

Visit the Byron Library Face-
book page to keep up to date on
library news and virtual programs!
Be sure to also check out the Byron
Library and Byron Library Teen
Instagram pages!

Garden Walk

Are youplanning a beautiful vegetable garden or an
amazing floral landscape this year? We’re looking for
local residents who would like to assist in a Garden
Walk fundraiser for the library. The event would be
held during Sauerkraut Days, which is the first weekend
in August, and the only requirement is a willingness
to share the beauty of your lovely lawn or garden. If
you are interested in participating or would like more
information, please contact Julie at (815)938-2624

discover the joy of reading. Please call the library to
register or if you have any questions. Storytime does
notmeet when Forrestville Valley schools are on break.

Community Room

Looking for a place to hold your event? Our com-
munity room (with a small kitchenette) is available for
meetings, parties, showers, family reunions, and more.
Please call the library at (815)938-2624 for additional
information.

Soft Plastic Recycling

3

0JSHS’s Benton wins award at Kish art

exhibition

Alayna Benton, Oregon Junior Senior High
School sophomore, recently won first place in
Mixed Media at the Kishwaukee College High
School Exhibition, an Oregon Community Unit
School District 220 Facebook post said. The dis-
trict congratulated Benton on her award.

or forrestonpubliclibrary@gmail.com.

Toddler/Preschool Storytime
Tuesdays at 10:00 am (when school is in session)
Bring your favorite toddler or preschooler for a time
of stories, songs, crafts, and fun! This relaxed program
is a great way for little ones to meet new friends and

We are collecting film-type plastic for recycling.
This includes plastic bags, zipper type baggies (with
the zip portion removed), cereal/snack bags, bubble
wrap, and other soft plastic . Please make sure bags
are free from debris and remove all paper/sticker
labels. Thank you!

Read and
Recycle
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JULIA HULL DISTRICT LIBRARY STILLMAN VALLEY

Storytime at the
Library

Join us at the library,
every Wednesday at
10:00 a.m., for songs,
stories and crafts! Ages
2-5. Space is limited:
call to register: 815-
645-8611.

Adult Book Club

Pick up a book, then
join us for a lively
discussion of Bobby
Finger’s page-turner of
a first novel, “The Old
Place.” Monday, April
3 at 6:30 p.m. Copies
of the reading available
on loan. Email Joanna
at jkluever@mail.me-
ridian223.org for a link
to this virtual program.
Adults only.

Tween Scene:
(Soda) Pop
Playdough Sci-

ence

Get ready for an ex-
periment that’s fizzy,
bubbly and sweet. We’re
making everyone’s fa-
vorite hands-on toy:
playdough, with a twist!
We’ll try adding differ-
ent varieties of pop to

see how they affect our
final product. Tuesday,
April4at6:00 p.m.Ages
10-12. Registration re-
quired: 815-645-8611

Fun Day Mon-
day: Rainbow

Science

School’s out for the
day! Head to the library
for some creative play.
Spring is finally here and
a mix of rain and sun-
shine means rainbows.
We’ll experience every
color ofthe rainbow with
a variety of science ex-
periments using simple
supplies. Monday, April
10at1:00 p.m. Ages 5-9.
Registration required:
815-645-8611.

Cricut Lab:
Converting
Photos into

Cuttable images

Experienced Cricut
users will learn how to
convert a simple photo
into a cuttable vinyl im-
age. BYO Cricut Explore
Air or Maker, cutting
mat, cords, blades and
device with Cricut app
installed. Please have

an image downloaded
to your device prior to
class. Thursday, April 13
at 6:00 p.m. Adults only.
Registration required:
815-645-8611.

Flying High:
Betty the Pan

Am Stewardess
Fasten your uniform
buttons and get ready to
travel back to the golden
age of air travel. In the
1960s, when jets were
new, the stewardess was
an all-American fantasy:
hostess, nurse, cook,
therapist and even sex
symbol. In this historical
portrayal, historian Les-
lie Goddard, Ph.D., takes
you on an exciting, true
story about the real-life
stewardesses for Pan
Am, the most glamou-
rous U.S. airline. Learn
about serving the rich
and famous, about the
strict height, weight and
age requirements, about
cooking gourmet meals
and enduring some wild
rides. Buckle up! This
is one flight you won’t
forget. Monday, April 17
at6:30 p.m. Registration
required: 815-645-8611.

DIREGTORY OF AREA

Alcohol Abuse Counseling & Recovery

A.A. Hotline

Sinnissippi Centers, Inc.
Oregon

Rochelle

Domestic Abuse Agency and

24-Hour Shelter and Helpline

HOPE of Ogle County

800-452-7990

732-3157
562-3801

562-8890 or 732-7796

Counseling Services, Court Advocacy, Latina Advocacy, and

Shelter programs

Education

University of Illinois Extension-Ogle County

421 W Pines Rd, Oregon 61061

Low Income Housing
Ogle County Housing Authority
200 W Washington, Oregon

732-2191

732-1301

Habitat for Humanity of Ogle County

P.) Box 628
Oregon, IL 61061

Mental Health

Family Counseling Services
Sinnissippi Centers, Inc.

Oregon

Rochelle

The Serenity Shed Grief Services

Senior Citizens Services
Hub City Senior Center

Mt Morris Senior Center

Polo Senior Center

Rock River Center

Oregon, IL

Sexual Assault/Abuse

Rockford Sexual Assault Counseling

24-hour hotline
412 W Washington, Oregon

Therapeutic
Pegasus Special Riders

Veterans’ Services
Rock River Center
Serenity Hospice and Home
Medical Transportation

Wellness Services
Ogle County Health Dept
907 Pines Rd, Oregon

510 Lincoln Hwy, Rochelle
Serenity Hospice and Home

732-6855

962-5585

732-3157
562-3801
732-2499

562-5050
734-6335
946-3818
732-3252
800-541-5479

636-9811
732-0000

973-3177

732-3252
732-2499
677-6515

562-6976
562-6976
732-2499

Introduction to tion. Monday,d Alpril 124
. at 6:00 p.m. Adults only.

Ancestry: . Registration required:

Genealogy Basics  815-645-8611.

and Census Teen

Records Crafternooon:

Explorp Census re- Bad Art
cords using Ancestry .
Library Edition! This Competition

class will coverthe basics
of'genealogy. Then, we’ll
practice how to search for
and read census informa-

Think you’re “bad” at
art? Perfect! You’ll be
in good company, Dive
into our art supplies to

create your own “disas-
terpiece”—whether it’s
wacky orjustplain tacky.
No talentnecessary. Fri-
day, April 28 at 3 p.m.
Ages 13-18. Registration
required:815-645-8611.

Library closings

The library will be
closed April 7-8 for the
Easter holiday. No mate-
rials will be due during
this time.

Last week, adult crafters met with Joanna at Julia Hull District Library (Stillman
Valley), to learn how to turn motel-style keychains into playful fashion accesso-
ries.

Lorado Taft campus offering
4 summer camp Sessions

OREGON — This summer, Lorado
Taft will be offering four summer camp
sessions! Two sessions are for children
ages 7-12 and occur June 20-23 and July
31-Aug. 4. One session is for all girls aged
7-15 and happens July 10-14. Our camp
for 5-6 year-olds occurs on June 26-30.

June 20-23 is a four-day camp themed
around acompetition againstthe Taft coun-
selors! Campers will compete against the
Taft staffin all types of games and puzzles
from archery to camouflage. Do you think
you have what it takes to defeat the Taft
staff? This camp fee is $110 for the first
child and $90 for any subsequent children,
because of the shortened schedule.

Our littles session for children ages 5-6
will be held June 26-30. This is our Fairy
Tales and Tails Camp! We will read some
of the classic fairy tales, create our own
adventures and learn about the “magical”
creatures in our forest! The camp will start
at noon and end at 4:30 p.m. Lunch and a
snack will be provided. The fee for this
camp is $80 a child.

On July 10-14 we invite all girls aged
7-15 to join us for our first-ever all girls
camp called Camp GO (Girls Outdoors)!
During this week, we will learn archery,
build shelters and delve into cryptozoology
as we learn about the myths and legends of
the world. The fee for this camp is $130 for
the first child and $100 for any subsequent

childreninthe family. Early drop offand late
pickupwillbeavailable foranadditional fee.

Our July 31-Aug. 4 is called Camp Hol-
lywood! Each day’s theme will be a genre
ofmovie. Thiscampwillincludeeverything
from improv, creating our own skits and
practicing our action moves. This camp is
for anyone aged 7-12. The fee for this camp
is $130 for the first child and $100 for any
subsequent children in the family. Early
drop off and late pick up will be available
for an additional fee.

Camps (except the June 26-30 camp
for 5-6-year-olds) will start at 8:30 a.m.
and end at 4:30 p.m. with the exception of
Friday, when we will end at 2 p.m. Families
are invited to lunch and a presentation on
Friday of each camp (with an exception
of the camp on June 26-30), during which
the campers will show what they have
been working on during their week at the
camp. There is an additional fee for family
members attending the Friday lunch. The
safety of our campers and their families,
as well as our staff, is extremely important
to us! IDPH guidelines for camps, as well
as NIU Protecting the Pack guidelines,
will be followed. For more information
or to register, contact Alyssa Parker at
815-732-2111, ext. 125 or at aparker4@
niu.edu. Registration is also available on
the Lorado Taft Campus website at http://
go.niu.edu/taft-camp
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OGLE COUNTY o

101
LEGAL NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby
given that on February
24, 2023 a certificate was
filed in the Ogle Coun-
ty Clerk’s Office setting
forth the names and post
office address of all of the
persons owning, con-
ducting and transacting
the business known as:
Brick and Mordor, 14603
W. Coffman Rd., Forres-
ton, IL 61030
and
Dutch Dragons Equestri-
an, 14603 W. Coffman Rd.,
Forreston, IL 61030
Dated February 24, 2023
Laura J. Cook, Ogle Coun-
ty Clerk
No. 0308
(March 13, 20 and 27,
2023)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Sealed bids will be
received for the following
sections by the Ogle
County Highway
Department, Oregon,
lllinois, until 2:00 PM.
April 6, 2023 for:

1. 23-XX000-00-GM 2023
Township Sealcoats,
2. 23-00000-02-GM 2023
County Sealcoats,
3. 22-26131-00-
FP Oregon-Nashua
Township Paving,
4. 23-06143-00-RS Flagg
Township Paving
5. 23-13116-00-RS
Marion Township Paving
6. 22-00000-04-GM
Center/Bethal Roads
Resurfacing
Proposals are available
at the Ogle County
Highway  Department,
1989 South IL Rte. 2,
Oregon, IL between the
hours of 7:00 A.M.
And 3:30 PM. Monday -
Friday.
The Road and Bridge
Committee reserves

he right to accept or
reject and or all bids.
Mar 20 & 27
No. 0312 (Mar. 20, 27)

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE FIFTEENTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
OGLE COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN RE )
THE )
ESTATE OF:)
SHIRLEY )
NOREEN )
DOYLE, )
Decedent. )CLAIM
NOTICE
Notice is given of the
death of Shirley Noreen
Doyle of the City of
Monroe Center, County
of Ogle, State
of lllinois. Letters of Office
were issued on December
2, 2022, to Scott D. Doyle
of 4897 N. Wendorf Rd.,
Monroe Center, IL 61052,
County of Ogle, and
whose attorney is Maria
N. Berger of Berger Law
Firm, LLC,
of 418 W. Blackhawk
Dr., Suite 102, Byron, IL
61010.
Claims against the Estate
may be filed in the Office
of the Clerk of the Circuit
Court of the Ogle County
Courthouse, Oregon,
lllinois 61061, or with the
representative, or both,
within six (6) months
from the date of the first
publication of this claim
notice and any claim not
filed within that period is
barred. Copies of a claim
filed with the Clerk must
be mailed or delivered to
the representative and to
the Attorney within ten
(10) days
after it has been filed.
Clerk of the Court
No. 0315 (Mar. 20, 27,
April 3)

PUBLIC NOTICE
On Monday, April 17,
2023 at 9:00 a.m. a joint
meeting of the following
school districts: (Amboy,
Ashton/Franklin  Center,
Creston, Eswood, For-
restville Valley, Kings,
Meridian, Oregon, Polo,
Rochelle Elementary,
Rochelle Township High
School, and Steward)
will take place at the
Ogle County Education-
al Cooperative office,
417 N. Colfax, Byron,
lllinois. The purpose of

the meeting will be to
discuss each district’s
plans for providing spe-
cial education services
to students with disabil-
ities who attend private,
or parochial schools
or are home-schooled
within one of the local
public school districts
for 2023-2024 school
year. If you are a parent
of a private, parochial or
home-schooled student
who has been or may be
identified with a disabili-
ty and you reside within
the boundaries of one of
the named local public
school districts you are
urged to attend. To reg-
ister please call Tammy
Moser at the OCEC office
815-234-2722 ext. 1017.
If you have further ques-
tions pertaining to this
meeting, please contact
Matt Zilm, Director of the
OCEC at 815-234-2722
No. 0319

(March 27, 2023)

NOTICE
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIV-
EN to the legal voters,
residents of the Town of
Rockvale in the County
of Ogle and the State of
lllinois, that the Annual
Town Meeting of said
town will take place on
Tuesday, April 11, 2023
being the second Tues-
day of said month, at the
hour of 7:30 PM at 6057
lllinois Route 2 North,
Oregon, IL, for the trans-
action of the miscella-
neous business of said
town; and after a Mod-
erator having been elect-
ed, will proceed to hear
and consider reports of
officers, and decide on
such measures as may, in
pursuance of law, come
before the meeting; and
especially to consider the
following:  Supervisors
Report.

Dated March 21,2023
Karen Wolber, Town Clerk
No. 0320

(March 27, 2023)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Rockvale Township Meet-
ing Dates for 2023-2024
Always the 3rd Monday
of the Month @ 7:30 PM
April 17,2023
May 15,2023
June 19,2023
July 17,2023
August 21,2023
September 18, 2023
October 16, 2023
November 20, 2023
December 18, 2023
January 15, 2024
February 19, 2024
March 18, 2024
No. 0323
(March 27, 2023)

IN THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF THE
FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL
CIRCUIT OGLE
COUNTY, ILLINOIS
STERLING FEDERAL
BANK, F.S.B., Plaintiff,vs.
JACQUELINE M. SANCES,
JAMES M. HEATHER AND
CAPITAL ONE BANK(USA),

N.A., Defendants.

2023 FC 19

PUBLICATION NOTICE
Capital One Bank (USA),
N.A.

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby
given you, Capital One
Bank (USA), N.A., Defen-
dant in the above-enti-
tled action, that an action
has been commenced
against you in the Circuit
Court of the Fifteenth Ju-
dicial Circuit, Ogle Coun-
ty, Case No. 2023FC19 by
Plaintiff Sterling Federal
Bank, F.S.B., in which the
Complaint seeks fore-
closure of a mortgage
owned by Sterling Feder-
al Bank, F.S.B., dated May
18, 2011, and recorded
May 20, 2011 , as Doc-
ument No. 201103354,
among the land records
of Ogle County, lllinois,
in which Plaintiff is the
Mortgagee of certain
real estate owned by
Mortgagors Jacqueline
M. Sances and James M.
Heather, and that fore-
closure of said mortgage
action is now pending in
said court and that the
property affected by said
cause is described as fol-
lows:

Lot 12 of Kable Addition,
a subdivision located in
the Northeast Quarter of

OGLE COUNTY

Section 27, Township 24
North, Range 9 East of
the 4th PM., Mt. Morris,
Ogle County, lllinois; ac-
cording to the Plat there-
of recorded July 22, 1930
in Book F of Plats, page 5
Document No. 197957.
Common address: 213
Sunset Lane, Mt. Morris,
IL61054

Capital One Bank (USA), N
.A has liens on the prop-
erty being foreclosed by
virtue of two Judgments
against Defendant James
M. Heather, the first Judg-
ment in the amount of
$1,861.31, recorded July
9, 2018 as Document
No. 201803749 and the
second Judgment in the
amount of $1,313.56,
recorded January 22,
2019 as Document No.
201900394.
Consequently, unless
you, Capital One Bank
(USA), N A, file your an-
swer to the Complaint in
the action or otherwise
make your appearance
in the Circuit Court of the
Fifteenth Judicial Circuit,
Ogle County, lllinois, at
the Ogle County Court-
house, 106 S. 5th Street,
Oregon, IL 61061, on or
before April 27, 2023, a
default judgment may
be entered against you at
any time after that date,
in accordance with the
prayer of the Complaint.
A judgment of foreclo-
sure entered pursuant to
the Complaint would be
subject to your right to
redeem or reinstate with-
in the time and manner
provided by law, if any.
Kimberly A. Stahl

Ogle County Circuit Clerk
Lisa A Gabriel - ARDC
6196272 Ward, Murray,
Pace & Johnson, PC. At-
torneys for Plaintiff

202 E. 5'h Street | PO. Box
404 Dixon, IL 61021

P: (815) 625-8200
gabriel@wmpj.com

No. 0325

(March 27, April 3 and 10,
2023)

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE FIFTEENTH JU-
DICIAL CIRCUIT OGLE
COUNTY, ILLINOIS
IN RE THE ADOPTION OF:
ALICE BAXIN XOLO, a mi-
nor,
MARESA BAXIN XOLO, Pe-
titioner

)

No.2022 AD 7

vs.

ALICE BAXIN XOLO, a Mi-
nor,

DILIA DENICE BAXIN

XOLO, Biological mother,
UNKNOWN BIOLOGICAL
FATHER, ALL WHOM IT
MAY CONCERN,
Respondents.
ADOPTION NOTICE

TO WHOM IT MAY CON-
CERN

TAKE NOTICE that a
peition was filed in the
Circuit Court of Ogle
County, lllinois, for the
adoption of a child
named ALICE BAXIN
XOLO. Now, therefore,
unless ALLWHOM IT MAY
CONCERN, file an answer
to the Petition in the
action or otherwise file
your appearance therein,
in the said Circuit Court
of Ogle County, Room
#300, 106 S. 5th Street,
Oregon, lllinois 61061 on
or before the 1st day of
May, 2023, a default may
be entered against you
at any time after that day
and a judgement entered
into accordance with the
prayer of the Petition.
Maresa Baxin Xolo, Peti-
tioner

Eric D. Morrow

SMITH, BIRKHOLZ &
MORROW, P.C.

129 S. Fourth Street, PO.
Box 10

Oregon, IL61061

(815) 732-6124

No. 0326

(March 27, Apri 3 and 10,
2023)

ANNUAL TOWN
MEETING
NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN
To the legal voters, resi-
dents of the Town of Leaf
River in the County of
Ogle and State of Illinois,
that the Annual Town
Meeting of said Town will
take place on Tuesday,
April 11, 2023, being the

OGLE COUNTY -

second Tuesday of said
month at the hour of 6:45
p.m. at Leaf

River Township Hall, 12
Main St., Leaf River, IL for

H.OOPOE
the transaction of the

miscellaneous  business For Free Help
of the said town; and af- or

ter a Moderator having

been elected, will pro- Information
ceed to hear and consid- (u"

er reports of officers, and
decide on such measures 8] 5_562.8890
24 Hours

as may, in

pursuance of law, come
before the meeting; and
especially to consider
and decide the following:
1) Approval of 2022
meetings minutes

2) Annual Township Fi-
nancial Statement

3) Setting Moderator’s
salary for 2024

All Calls Are
Confidential.

Support,
Advocacy, Referral

4) Setting date, place, .

and time for 2024 Annual Ser\"(es,
Town Meeting 1ch

Town Meeting @ o Shelter for victims
brought before the meet- Of domeS"C

oo violence and their
Dated: March 21X 2023 h |d

Janet Cunningham ( | ren.

Leaf River Township Clerk

No. 0327 HOPE

(March 27, 2023)

ADVERTISE
WITH US

of Ogle County

P.O. Box 131
Rochelle, IL 61068
Public Service
Announcement

AUCTIONS

ONLINE REAL ESTATE AUCTION
RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES

hacksauction.hibid.com

BIDDING CLOSES: Thurs., March Beginning 30th @ 4 P.M.
Property 1: Two-Unit Property Located at 605-
607 Bridge St. Winslow IL 61089
Property 2: Single Family 2-Story Home Located
at 1231 S. Maple Ave., Freeport IL 61032
By Order of the Circuit Court. This is an ‘Online
Only Auction’. 10% Buyer Premium.
Contact Hack’s Auction & Realty Inc. For Terms &
Further Information at 815-239-1436.

ONLINE AUCTION
Antiques, Farm Toy Collection &
Art Pottery

BIDDING CLOSES: Sun., April 2nd Beginning @ 6 P.M.
Hack’s Antique Center
400 W. Third St., Pecatonica, IL 61063
Great Auction! Featuring Antiques & Collectibles;
Primitives; Art Pottery & Hull Art; Stoneware;
Country Store; Show Cases & Spool Cabinets;
Advertising; Old Tobacco & Smoking Pipes;
Railroad Lanterns & Lighting; Pocket Knives & Old
Padlocks; Jewelry; Vintage Camera & Photogra-
phy Collection; Art & Carnival Glass; Old Sleepy
Eye; Longaberger; Dolls; Small Antiques; WW 11
Photographs; Quality John Deere & International
Farm Toy & Machinery Collection (200+) - Many
Precision Classics & Prestige Models - Big Bud
- Yoder - 70% Boxed, Farm Implement Books &
Memorabilia; More!

Dolan Trust — 80-Acre Farm

Home & Buildings Auction
SUN., APRIL 23rd - 1:00 P.M.
7464 Blomberg Rd., Cherry Valley, IL 61016
Featuring 80-Acre Farm to be Sold in (2) Parcels.
Cherry Valley Twp. - Part of Section 23.
Auction Conducted Live On-Site

Parcel 1: 75 Acres +/- Of Good High Producing
Farmland. Nearly All Tillable. Major Soil Types:
223 B Varna, 293A Andres, 152A Drummer, 102A
La Hogue. Soil PI: 122.8
Parcel 2: Nice 2-Story, 5-Bedroom Country
Home, Large Metal Storage Building & Acreage.

Great Location & Opportunity.

Hack’s Auction & Realty Service
Greg & Swan Hachmeister, Auctioneers
Pecatonica, IL 815-239-1436
www.hacksauction.com | LA.F.L. #44000128

OGLE COUNTY

TEXT AND

JUST

TEXT
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O}

ST0PTEXTSSTOPURECKS.ORG

BA0E

NHTSA

AUCr I ONIE ER!
DIRIE CrRE) RV

Hack’s Auction & Realty
Service, Inc.
Auctions — Real Estate

Lenny Bryson
Sales Of All Kinds
815-946-4120

Appraisals

Online Auctions
Now Available
Pecatonica, IL
815-239-1436
Hacksauction.com
A&T Auction Services, LLC
Travis Cunningham
(815) 297-4595

Located in Forreston, IL
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Classified

OGLE COUNTY o

101
LEGAL NOTICE

This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers are
cautioned to thoroughly
investigate  all  ads,
especially those asking
for money in advance.

105
BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers are
cautioned to thoroughly
investigate  all  ads,
especially those asking
for money in advance!

113
FINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee
Loans or Credit Offers
Companies that do
business by  phone
can't ask you to pay for
credit before you get it.
For more information,
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service
message  from  your
hometown newspaper
and the Federal Trade
Commission.

119
ANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does
not knowingly accept
fraudulent or deceptive
advertising. Readers are
cautioned to thoroughly
investigate all ads,
especially those asking
for money in advance.”

127
SERVICES AND
REPAIRS

FURMAN'S Lawn Care
and Tree Work. Mowing,
bushes, spring clean
up, weeding and much
more.  Call  Jeremy
Furman 815-761-9619.
Please leave a message
will return call ASAP. Fully
insured, in business since
1999. Servicing Rochelle
and surrounding areas.

201
DOMESTIC/CHILD
CARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, unless
licensed or holding a

facility, —~may cause
to be published any
advertisement soliciting
a child care service. A
childcare facility that is
licensed or operating
under a permit issued by
the lllinois Department
of Children and Family
Services may publish
advertisements of the
services for which it is
specifically licensed or
issued a permit. Your
Hometown Newspaper
strongly urges any parent
or guardian to verify the
validity of the license of
any facility before placing
achild in its care.

301
ANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY:
Vintage Metal and Wood
Signs, Milk Bottles &
Local Advertising, Oak
Icebox, Iron Door Stop
and Antique Lighting...
Call Dick Harms at
815-562-2928 or email
dickharms@hotmail.com

ANTIQUES WANTED: |
pay cash for antiques;
furniture, glassware,
pottery & crocks, tin &
iron toys, sterling silver,
decoys. If it's antique, I'm
interested in looking! Call
815-562-2928 or email
dickharms@hotmail.com

307
MISCELLANEOUS
FOR SALE

BUNDLED  Newspaper
-$3  per Bundle. End
Roll- Cost Depends on
Weight of Roll. Available
Monday-Friday 815-562-
4171 (8BAM-NOON ONLY)
Rochelle News Leader.

405
HOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE
advertised  herein is
subject to the Federal Fair
Housing Act, which makes
it illegal to advertise any
preference, limitation
or discrimination based
on race, color, religion,
sex, handicap, familial
status, or national
origin, or intention
to make any such
preferences, limitation or
discrimination. We  will
not knowingly accept any
advertising for real estate
which is in violation of
the law. All persons are
hereby informed that
all dwellings advertised
are available on an equal

OGLE COUNTY

=

501
APARTMENT FOR
RENT

XOCOCOSOOSX
OREGON/

MT. MORRIS
Newer 1,2 &3 BR
APTS. Water, sewer,
garbage inc. w/most
units. HOUSES some
w/garages, all in
like new condition.
Starting at $295/mo.
815-734-4348 or
815-590-2302
}I‘WH@'}

511
STORAGE UNITS

e el e o e eTeTe e e e e e aw e

“@&%‘h@;@&

(ROSSco0o
M K&P SELF
STORAGE 14

1563 Kysor Drive, Byron
(next to D&W Garage)

Storage Unit Sizes:
9x100 10'x10°
10'x 15" 10'x 20" 10'30' }

S,

Vel elel el el elel e v el e

(L

CAROL’S
SELF
STORAGE IN
OREGON

Reasonable
Rates
Sizes 10°x24° &
6'x10
Call 732-2466

203

HELP WANTED

Truck Driver/
Equipment Operator
Employment
Opportunity
Ogle County Highway Dept
Applicants must be at least 18
yrs of age and have a Class B
CDL with Full Air Brakes.
Heavy equipment experience
is a plus. Apply in person
7:00 AM - 3:30 PM or contact
the office for an application.
Applications must be received
by April 3, 2023
Ogle County Highway Dept
1989 S IL Rt 2, Oregon, IL
815-732-2851
highway@oglecountyil.gov
www.oglecountyil.gov

Sell your household items for free.
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words
-one week - 7 publlcanons price must be listed)

W

'C'Y

| Buy, Sell, Trade or Rent

through the
CLASSIFIEDS

307

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

NEW MILFORD
REFRIGERATION

NEW, USED
SCRATCH & DENT
e Refrigerators ¢ Freezers
e Washers/Dryers ¢ Stoves

We also carry a
large selection
of refurbished
appliances with a
warranty. —_

6331 11th Street, Rockford

HOPE

permit as a childcare opportunity basis. 03202023 81 5-874-2257 11222020
203
HELP WANTED

= X=

AATIAAT RIIA

Byron CUSD
#226 has
openings for
Bus Drivers

SIGN-ON BONUS
Available

( Contact Barb Rundle )

P

at 815-234-5491
For more
information

¢

10112021 m

ADVERTISE
WITH US

Class-A CDL
Drivers Wanted
$500 Sign on bonus
Earn up to
$33/per hour
Local Trucking
Company seeking

full time,
year- round driver to
haul grain.

815-938-3644
Please

leave message.
09052022

Nash Recreation Center.

and pool operations.

experience is also preferred.

OREGON

Creating fun for a lifetime!

Deputy Superintendent
of Facilities

Salary Range: $50,000-54,000 DOQ

The Oregon Park District is hiring a Deputy Superintendent of Facilities
to perform high-level oversight in the operation and maintenance of

The Deputy Superintendent of Facilities will be responsible for
planning, developing, and implementing building maintenance and
custodial services, identifying purchasing and contracting
opportunities, and implementing long-range building maintenance
plans. This position will report directly to the Superintendent of Parks &
Facilities and be responsible for supervising support staff.

A successful candidate will have experience in building maintenance
best practices, budgeting, contracted services and the ability to
provide leadership and guidance to employees who report directly
to them. Position will be expected to have a strong understanding of
complex and technical building systems, including HVAC, plumbing

An associate degree or successful completion of a skilled trade pro-
gram is preferred. A minimum of 5 years of professional experience in
facilities maintenance or an equivalent combination of education and

Position must perform all job tasks within the rules and guidelines of the
Oregon Park District’s policies and procedures.

Employee Benefits: Medical, dental and vision coverage — Life Insur-
ance — IMRF Pension Plan — Paid holidays, sick time, and vacation time
A full job description is available upon request.

Deadline for submission is April 15, 2023.
Resume, references and employment application can be
submitted to Dan Griffin at dan@oregonpark.org.

Park District

e ESTABLISHED 1966 e

For Free Help
or
Information
Call
815-5602-8890
24 Hours

RESTAURANT

NOW HIRING
All Positions
Servers | Bartenders
Hosts | Cooks | Kitchen

Apply within or email All Calls Are

~resume to Confidential.
lavigna@frontier.com
(815)732-4413  gsosamms Support,
Advocacy, Referral
Summer Employment :
: : Services,
Roadside Mowing -
Positi Shelter for victims
ositions ¥ :
Ogle County Highway Dept . o domesfic
Applicants must be at least 18 violence and their
yrs of age. Starting wage is children.

$13/hr. Apply in person 7:00
AM - 3:30 PM or contact the
office for an application.
Please submit applications by
April 12,2023
Ogle County Highway Dept
1989 S IL Rt 2, Oregon, IL
815-732-2851

HOPE

of 0gle County

P.O. Box 131
Rochelle, IL 61068

highway@oglecountyil.gov
www.oglecountyil.gov

Public Service
Announcement
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LOCAL NEWS

BMS students organize a Valentine’s dance fundraiser

BYRON — Miya
Dunk and Caleigh Ry-
bicki are two Byron
Middle School students
who have helped orga-
nize dances for student
council. This year the
pair decided it would be
fun to have a Valentine’s
Day dance and use it to
raise over $700 for the
Byron Schools Food
Pantry. They chose to
donate the proceeds to
the school food pan-
try because it provides
such a great service to
the students in our dis-
trict and their families
and provides them with
something so many of
us take for granted. The

girls presented the idea
to BMS Principal Mike
Sand, and once he ap-
proved it, they took care
of promotions. Miya
and Caleigh spent their
mornings before school
selling tickets and found
time to work on deco-
rations, and recruiting
adults to chaperone.
Nikki Yerly, Su-
san Freyer and Caryn
Hoover founded and run
the school food pantry.
For more information
or to make a donation,
please contact them by
email (SFreyer@by-
ron226.org) or on their
Facebook page Byron
Schools Food Pantry.

A
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From left to right: Mlya Dunk, Caleigh Rybicki and Susan Frever.

Polo FFA helps out with toy show

During the toy show in Polo on Saturday, March 4 the Polo FFA helped unload
the dealers and bring their merchandise into the school and then helped the
dealers load their merchandise back into their vehicle. The Polo FFA also served
donuts, coffee, water, pop, chips, cookies, pulled pork sandwiches, Italian

beef sandwiches and hot dogs. The Polo FFA also raffled off an Allis Chalmers
tractor. The dealers said the FFA members were very courteous, polite and very
helpful. Among those that participated in the event were Sawyer Marceau, Ag
Instructor Stephanie Schultz, Ally Cytrych, Kylie Cisketti, Jasmine Ludewig,

Ag Instructor Alec Wetzell, Carl Vock and Brogan Shank. The Polo Lions club
thanks the FFA members that helped. They did a great job.

Wells selected to University of
Minnesota Twin Cities dean’s list

ST. PAUL, Minn. — Baileyville’s
Julia Wells, a junior in the college of
biological sciences, has been named to
the 2022 fall semester dean’s list at the
University of Minnesota Twin Cities, the

university announced today.

To qualify for the dean’s list, a student
must complete 12 or more letter-graded
credits while attaining a 3.66 grade point
average.

Eisele graduate from Upper lowa

FAYETTE, Iowa — Upper lowa University is pleased to announce Molly
Eisele of Byron graduated cum laude meritum with a bachelor of science degree in
accounting in December 2022.

Anderson
Plumbing & Heating Inc.

LENNOX

Serving Rochelle For More Than 25 Years
Quality Service Free Estimates
Residential & Commercial

562-8784

Lic.#058-087891

NORTH AMERICA'S

“1 Sellingwmk-

Featuring our Free Shower Package

Now you can finally have all of the
soothing benefits of a relaxing warm

bath, or enjoy a convenient refreshing

Sp

014 (
\Fﬁgﬁ,

InTub

g SERVICE CALL SI’EGIAI

2995 ANY

We Service All Makes & Models. Test & check.
Over 30 Years Experience. |

AFFORDABLE WATER
815-625-3426 |

ToII Free: 877-353-7638

gutte'r cleamng for good

No clogging, No cleaning
No leaking, No water damage
No ladder accidents

shower while seated or standing
with Safe Step Walk-In Tub’s
FREE Shower Package!

v First walk-in tub available with a
customizable shower

v Fixed rainfall shower head is adjustable
for your height and pivots to offer a
seated shower option

v High-quality tub complete with a
comprehcnsm]? lifetime warranty on
the entire tub

v Top-of-the-line installation and service,
all included at one low; affordable price

| Now you can have the best
of both worlds—there isn’t
a better, more affordable
 walk-in tub!

CSLB 1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445

15% OFF
A safestep

No Payments for 18 Months!™
Free Shower Package

www.YourSafeStep.com
815-515-4749
WITH APPROVED CREDIT B%: LIFETIME
==

*Subject to cradit approval, with the purchass of 2 new Safe Stap Waik-In Tub or Showsr. Not applicable with any previous waik-in tub or showsr purchase. intsrest is billed during
the promational period but all intorest is waived if the purchass amount is paid bafore the sxpiration of the promotional period. There iz no minimum monthly payment required during
the promotionz! period. Safe Stap Walk-in Tub is neither 2 broker nor 3 lender. Rnancing is provided through mrfd-parrv landars unaffilizted with Safe Stop Waik-in Tob, LLC under
tarms and conditiens arranged directly betwssn the customer and such lender. Al subject fo cradit i ion of fin: Any financs tarms
advartised are estimates only, Offer available in select marksts, not availabls in Canads. Pamnarrr@ dea\'srs only, Other restrictions may apply.

Call now for your free estimate!
Financing available 815-673-7499

20% off total purchase*
Does not include cost of material. Offer expires 03/31/2023

Receive a $50 Visa Gift Card
with your free in-home estimate

Lk *All participants who attend an estimated 60-20-minute in-home product consultation will receive a $50 Visa
gift card. Retail value is $50. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Heldings Inc. Limit one per household. Company
procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age.
If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation
together. Participants must have a photo ID and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons
are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affilisted companies or entities, their immediate family
members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current
and former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company
may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant
via first class United States Mail within 10 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with
any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored and is subject to change without notice prior
to reservation. Offer not available in the states of CA, IN, PA and MI. Expires 3/31/23. Receive a $30 Visa Gift
Card with your free in-home estimate

* Guaranteed no to dog for as long as you own your home, or we will dean your gutters for free.
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STOP BY THESE
BUSINESSES

and see why they were VOTED
#1 in Ogle County!

Taste The -‘,. -

Al ano S mbioy. £ " ANDERSON
aste The il IS

Pizzeria and Italian Restaurant PIFFERENCE B PLUMBING & H EATlNG, INC.

Dine In - Carry Out -
- Home Delivery - Pizza - Pastas -

LENNOX D

HOME COMFORT SYSTEMS
Innovation never felt so good.™

815.562.8784

email: aphc621@yahoo.com

» Sandwiches - Salads
* and Lots More!

Dine-In « Carry Out « Home Delivery

1115 TURKINGTON TERRACE ROCHELLE

2262022

621 1st Ave. - Rochelle, IL 61068

\YN BA’

%, Brown’s Tax Service

ﬁ @4 % Ts( ’ Caroﬂlyn Brown
el |

2 bR o Drier. Cleaner. Healthier.™

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
209 Powers Road
Rochelle, IL 61068

815-762-7555

12262022

516 Fourth Ave. | Rochelle, IL
815-440-1224 | 815-561-6861 | carolyn@brownstaxoffice.com

> Karaoke in
Ogle County

ﬁ%‘

W Y =
. S

. I(aranke Video Gaming - Game Room - Daily Drink slleclals
e

Sun 11am-11pm - Mon-Wed 10am-1am - Thurs-Sat 10am-2am

«sem 411Cherry Ave. - Rochelle, IL - 815-562-6568
Voted Best: Furniture Store & Moving Service
i1 Donation & U .. = ;‘-L : ' ¢
\ ‘Q@ ‘ Volunteer-Based v - W R : g
4 Eatery and
THE KITCHEN ol
—— T ble —— Pay-What-You-
Can Cafe

3 17757077

MEYE R S 209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL

FURNITURE & FLOORING

7034 S. Klondike Road, Rochelle « 815-561-9074

kitchentablerochelle @gmail.com - volunteer @kitchentablerochelle.org
kitchentablerochelle.org

www.meyersfurniture. com
(815) 562-8792

12262022 12262022

Tess, Crull & Arnquist

Attorneys At Law

S tlllman

BANK
(V] Best Local Bank

¥ Best Lender W glow - -

1 !

www.tesscrulllaw.com
(¥f Best Financial Planner 815-562-8754
FDIC www.stillmanbank.com 2] 1090 N. 7th St.

Byron - Oregon - Rochelle - Rockford « Roscoe/Rockton - Stillman Valley Rochelle Eric Arnquist, Russell Crull & David Tess
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REST Foods
Co.,Inc.is a
third genera-

tion family owned and
run food manufacturer
nestled in rural Ashton,
IL. The company was
founded in 1946 and has
grown from humble be-
ginnings to a workforce
of over 650 people.
Within their walls, you
will find three distinct
divisions: Contract
Packaging, Consumer
Products and Stabilizer
Systems. What does that
mean? Let us break it
down for you.

The Contract Pack-
aging Division special-
izes in dry ingredient
blending and packaging
for major retail brands.
From cereal to baking
mixes, dry soups and
sides to meal kits, they
package it. Crest has 36
finished production lines
that can produce over
2,000,000 retail units
per day. That means
you can’t walk into a
grocery store without
seeing something that
was packaged at Crest.
You probably have
something in your kitch-
en cupboard from Crest
right now!

The Consumer
Products Division takes
things a step further,
actually developing the
products in addition to
packaging them. Add-
ing this valuable R&D
service allows Crest to
offer a truly turn-key

solution for brands.

Rounding out the
company is the Stabi-
lizer Systems division,
which develops and
manufactures custom
functional stabilizer
blends that can be found
in cottage cheese, ice
cream, sour cream and
other products — both
dairy and non-dairy.

While Crest employs
around a dozen sales
and technical service
personnel located
throughout the country,
all of the company’s
operations lie in Ash-
ton, IL. So what keeps
a company not just
surviving, but thriv-
ing for 77 years in the
rural Midwest? In one
word: culture. Crest
takes great pride in their
culture-driven business.
They treat their employ-
ees like family, embrace
their rural values and
have some fun every
day.

All full time Crest
employees receive
standard insurance
benefits along with an
annual raise and bonus,
paid holidays and time
off and tuition reim-
bursement. That’s not
all though. They also
receive free access to
the on-site nursing staff,
fitness center and EAP
counselor. Celebrating
your 10 year anniver-
sary with Crest? Pack
your bags, because the
company is about to

send you on a paid va-
cation! Employees have
taken their 10 year trips

to a variety of locations,
including Florida, Ha-
waii and Poland. It’s no
surprise that Crest has
many 20, 30, and 40+
year employees in their
ranks!

The company is con-
stantly evaluating their
benefits and policies
to make sure it serves
its employees well.

For that reason, Crest
recently committed to
creating a healthy, safe,
and stigma-free work
environment through by
participating in the Illi-
nois Recovery Friendly
Workplace Initiative
(RFW). The RFW initia-
tive encourages environ-
ments where employers,
employees and commu-
nities can collaborate to
create positive change
and eliminate barriers
for those impacted by
substance use disorders.

Its goal is to create a
culture of caring and
support by providing
employees access to
tools, information and
resources that support
their physical and emo-
tional well-being.

If all of this sounds
good to you, you’re
in luck because Crest
Foods is hiring. A
variety of positions are
available, including
production workers,
truck drivers, line me-
chanics, and quality
assurance technicians.
Ideal candidates will be
hardworking, dedicated
and ready to work in
a fast paced manufac-
turing environment.
Positions are available
on all shifts, including a
four day work week on
second shift.

Visit CrestFoods.
com/Careers for a full

list of available po-
sitions and to apply
online!
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QUALITY. CWT

CULTURE.
TRADITION.  LCOODS

recovery

— friendly
‘ Fe

Come experience the Cuest Toodls
diffenence fo yownself!

All Crest Foods employees receive standard benefits, including paid holidays, paid time off, annual bonus, annual
raises, insurance program benefits, and 401K and retirement.

CREST FOODS EMPLOYEE BENFITS ALSO INCLUDE:

10 YEAR TRIP BENEVOLENCE PROGRAM

Employees celebrating 10 yrs with Crest receive The Crest Benevolence Fund discreetly helps

money to go on vacation employees when circumstances beyond their control
put them in a difficult financial position

EMPLOYEE LOANS

Crest will co-sign on 7% interest payroll deduct WALKING CLUB

loans up to $5,000 Log your miles and Crest Foods will to donate to a local
charity you pick

FREE FITNESS CENTER

24/7 fitness center is equipped for cardio and EMPLOYEE VOLUNTEERING

weight training Employees can give back to the community by
donating their time in opportunities organized by both

ON-SITE NURSES Crest and by local charities and organizations

Nursing staff available 32 hrs/week to assist with
minor aches to cholesterol testing

EMPLOYEE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM bm to U[ety afg ap% E E

Free, confidential counselor available 4 hrs/week Y. , —
positions and, apply!

CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM

Our CIP rewards employees with approx $4,000 in CRESTFOODS.COM/CAREERS

cash prizes annually for their valuable suggestions E

Crest Foods Co., Inc. * 502 Brown Ave. * Ashton, IL 61006 * 815.453.7411 * CrestFoods.com
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Byron Forest Preserve District has it all

MONDAY, MARCH 27,2023

Nature, award-winning museum, banquet facilities, golf — something for everyone

The Byron Forest Preserve has grown
and progressed for over 40 years. The
District has become a key part of life for
many who live in the Byron Community
as well as Ogle County and beyond.
With offerings from banquet facilities
to golf to preschool to museums, you
can find something especially for you!

The Jarrett Prairie Center houses
the administrative offices along with
a small gift shop, a hands-on natural
history museum, and beautiful banquet
facilities. Other features include a
huge wrap around deck and amazing

Tml

views from the third highest point in
Ogle County!

The banquet facilities in the Jarrett
Prairie Center have been renovated over
the last few years and are now complete!!
The Blazingstar Room will now accom-
modate up to 240 people. It’s a perfect
space for weddings, family reunions,
quinceaneras, holiday parties, confer-
ences, and every other special occasion.
Features include stacked stone walls,
a fireplace, and spider chandeliers to
enhance the atmosphere for your event.
The Museum is also available with its

Butthe plow that b
broke the prair

_THE PRAIRI -

disconnected speckles on

Jarrett Prairie Center Museum

unique layout of exhibits as the backdrop
for your event. The Museum features a
2600 sq. ft. wrap-around deck for those
outdoor celebrations. You can choose
your own caterer for your event. Bar
serviceisavailable. Affordable wedding
packages are also offered.

The Jarrett Prairie Center is open daily
with free admission. If you would like
to setup a guided tour of our banquet
facilities, please call Raul Leon at 815-
234-8535 x200. Habla espafiol.

The Byron Forest Preserve owns and
operates many other facilities and ameni-

ties. PrairieView Golf Club is a 4.5 sta
rated 18-hole golf course. PrairieFire
Golf & Grill is an indoor/outdoor golf
facility with Toptracer technology and
a very tasty menu! The Heritage Farr
Museum and Weiskopf Observator
offer free programs and tours for the
public. The District has nine Preserves
with over 38 miles of trails within Ogle
County that are ready for those who love
to hike, explore, and enjoy the outdoors!

Go to www.byronforestpreserve.
com or find us on Facebook for further
information.

Jarrett Prairie Centet iuseum

Byron Forest Preserve Disirict

Beautiful & Unique Banquet Facilities

Amazing Views ¢ Perfect for All Celebrations

Affordable Wedding Packages
Accommodates up to 240 People ¢ Deck Seating for 150 People

7993 N. River Rd., Byron ¢ (815) 234-8535
www.byronforestpreserve.com ¢ Find us on Facebook!

Jarrett Prairie Center Blazingstar Rog \
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Sinnissippi Centers
expands to meet
increasing needs

Getting creative with recruitment

INNISSIPPI Centers, a
S behavioral health system

providing services in 7
counties in Northwestern Illinois,
is taking steps to meet
the increasing needs
of individuals and
families in the region.
Formerly limited to

“We are finally
seeing State

are open to talking with candidates
who might not see their dream job
posted but know they want to work
for Sinnissippi. We have so many
positions on the hori-
zon and it’s difficult to
list exactly what those
positions will entail.”
Recruitment efforts

serving residents in and Federal are extending to high
Carroll, Lee, Ogle and . school and even middle
Whiteside counties, fundlng that school students to intro-
Sinnissippi has ex- allows us to duce the idea of a career
panded to Stephenson in community behavior-
County by opening a Implement al health.

Freeport office and is
providing care coor-
dination services for
youth in Bureau and
Henry counties.
Opening a new
location in an addi-
tional county is one
example of the agen-
cy’s expansion but
additional programs
and services have also
been added to what Sinnissippi has
to offer. The Living Room Drop In
Center in Dixon serves adults who
have behavioral health needs and
would benefit from some additional
supports. The Medication Assisted
Recovery program was developed
for individuals who are in Recovery
from a substance use disorder.
These expanded services and
locations have created a recruit-
ment challenge. “We used to be
able to list a position and just
have candidates apply,” says Anita
Carney, Sinnissippi’s Recruitment
and Retention Manager. “Now we

the programs
and services

that we a|wayS seeing State and Feder-
knew were

necessary....”
Patrick Phelan

“It’s an exciting time
to be in this field,” says
Sinnissippi CEO Patrick
Phelan. “We are finally

al funding that allows
us to implement the
programs and services
that we always knew
were necessary but that
weren’t funded suffi-
ciently for us to be able
to offer them. We’ve also been able
to increase staff salaries to levels
reflective of the difficult work they
do.” Phelan adds that additional ex-
pansion is in the works—by adding
additional physical locations and
additional programs and services.

If you have ever considered a
satisfying career helping your most
vulnerable neighbors—even if you
don’t know exactly what that looks
like—there may be a place for you
on the Sinnissippi team. Contact
Sinnissippi’s Human Resources
Department at careers@sinnissippi.
com or 815-595-3176.

STRONGER
TOGETHER

% SINNISsIPP CENTERS

Services for all ages including

Individual and family counseling
Relationship counseling
Treatment for mental iliness
Treatment for substance use

SinNissipPl CENTERS

Together we inspire wellness

800-242-7642

www.sinnissippi.org

| fIcIvEinY

@ . 5
HOSPICE & HOME

Family caregiver survey rating: * * * * '*
Providing care with the urmost dignity & love.

Serenity Hospice & Home is one of only 6 hospices in the entire state of Illinois to receive a 5-Star Rating on the Family
caregiver survey through CMS! Only one other hospice with an overlapping service area received a 5-Star rating. You can
access this information at Medicare.gov

The survey collects information from family caregivers on hospice care experiences in regards to our quality in 6 domains.

willing to recommend this hospice
compared to lllinois state average of 83%

Communication with family (=7
Getting timely help %
Treating patient with respect
Emotional and spiritual support
Help for pain and symptoms
Training family to care for patient

www.serenityhospiceandhome.org * 815-732-2499
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Rochelle Community Hospital upgrades MRI capabilities

ROCHELLE — The
latest in imaging technol-
ogy has a new home in
Rochelle. The Rochelle
Community Hospital Im-
aging Department recently
upgraded its MRI capabil-
ities with the addition of
the Canon Encore Vantage
Orian. According to Ra-
diology Manager Joy Mill-
er, this extensive upgrade
will reduce patients’ exam
times and reduce noise by
up to 99%. “Our patients
will notice a significant
change in the length of
their MRI exams. Most
exam times are reduced
by 40%,” Joy explained.
“This has always been
an issue when it comes to
patient satisfaction, so we
are anticipating this will
make our patients much
happier.” While speed is
certainly awelcome benefit
to the patient, Joy added
the upgrade will also allow
Rochelle Community Hos-
pital to expand its imaging
and diagnostic services in
the future.

“Speed is the biggest
advantage, but we’ve also
added a power injector
that will allow us to con-
duct additional studies.
For example, we will add
breast MRIsto ourimaging
services, allowing a more
detailed view of the breast
tissue and enabling our
team to diagnose and treat
potentially life-threatening
conditions early on.”

Using Advanced in-
telligent Clear-IQ Engine
(AiCE)deep learning tech-
nology, the Vantage Orian
provides clearer images
than ever, reducing im-
aging noise and enabling
3T-like image quality at a

patient-friendly 1.5T field
strength. Additionally, the
Vantage Orian promises
faster scan times across
the entire body in both
2D and 3D thanks to its
Compressed SPEEDER
acceleration technology.
The Pianissimo technol-
ogy of the Vantage Orian

minimizes operating noise
for quiet scanning, and the
machine’s short magnet
and 71-centimeter bore
provide an open scanning
environment for thepatient,
ensuring a more relaxing,
comfortable experience.
Joy explained this state-
of-the-art technology al-

lows our team to conduct
more thorough, clearer
scans, which allows small
imaging departments to
fill gaps in their imaging
capabilities. Thanks to this
upgrade, she said, Rochelle
Community Hospital re-
mains on the cutting edge
compared to other area

hospitals.

“Asasmall hospital, we
can’t provide every imag-
ing service our patients
need, so the imaging we
can provide needs to be
the best. By keeping our
equipment up to date, we
can give the best imag-
ing possible,” Joy stated.

MAKE US YOUR

First Choice

At Rochelle Community Hospital, we're investing in
the newest technology to provide you with the most
comfortable — and convenient — experience. We offer
the latest in digital MRI capabilities, including:

Q

=

©® [k |

Greater patient comfort & access

® Our wider bore provides the largest patient
aperture in the industry

Increased acceleration

® Exam time reduced by up to 60%
* Up to 99% noise reduction

Quicker scheduling at our community hospital

® Get an appointment sooner at RCH, versus 3-4
weeks at a larger healthcare system

Enhanced breast imaging capabilities

- operates as ai
B

Grow,

You Prosper

Competitive Pay
Paid Time Off
6 Paid Holidays
= 401(k) Plan

Employee Discounts

Career Advancement

Positive Teamwork

“Upgrades like this keep
us ahead of other larger
facilities that can’t replace
theirs as often.” Early di-
agnosis and treatment start
at Rochelle Community
Hospital.

To schedule an appoint-
ment, call 815-562-218]1,
ext. 1350.

Wgrle JAETI
,l‘lfﬂ':llir""lillrh‘l'

\\r.'

»

e

= 4

¥

F%’ . Community Based

Rhelle

Community Hospital

Experience the difference
with our upgraded MRI.

Call 815-562-2181 ext. 1350
to schedule an MRI or visit
rochellehospital.com/mri
for more information.

Visit Our Wes'i

ochelleHospital.com/! Ciers »
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BUY LOCAL & |

Invest i Our Communaty

Eat, drink and shop with a purpose by supporting the locally owned
businesses that bring variety, diversity, jobs and economic prosperity to our neighborhoods!

0 Go Local

Support Our
Local Economy

@

64.9%

Local Recirculation
of Revenue

47.7%

Local Recirculation

of Revenue
477.7 percent of each purchase 64.9 percent of each purchase at

at local independent retailers
is recirculated locally,

local independent restaurants is
recirculated locally, compared
compared to 13.6 percent of to less than 30.4 percent of
purchases at national chain purchases at national chain
stores. restaurants.

Source: Civic Economics Survey of Independent Businesses

’ Remember that taxes paid locally help support the
community schools, infrastructure, libraries and local
programs that benefit you, your neighbors and your family.

e Encourage

Local Job Creation

ACf

58.9 Million People or
47.5% of U.S. Employees

Are Employed
by Small Businesses

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 2015

When local businesses thrive, they likely hire more employees,
who in turn have more money to spend in the community.

Let’s Work Together to Invest in the Future

of Our Community... As Your Local Newspaper,
We Encourage You to Support the Small Businesses
You See Advertising With Us. Thank You for
Shopping, Dining and Thinking “Local!”

REATREASONS

Reduce
Environmental Impact

> 1 Billion
Metric Tons of CO2
[s Produced Annually By

Global Shipping & Transport
of Products

Source: International Maritime Organization

Locally owned businesses often make more local supply purchases
than national chains, reducing the packaging and transportation
use that comes with shipping. Many local businesses are also set
up in town centers, making them more accessible by bike, foot or
public transportation.

Contribute to Our
Community’s Unique
Character

Independent shops and restaurants inspire
variety, innovation and a unique aesthetic that
makes our town a more appealing place to
shop, dine, work, visit and live.

Enjoy Personalized
Service & Selection

@*****

Local businesses care about what local
consumers want. They’re personally invested
in their offerings, so they're keen to understand
the needs of their customers and go the extra
mile to meet them.

I OcLE CouNTY
Rock VALLEY SHOPPER =—n=
815-732-2156 * 211 E IL Route 38, Rochelle
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