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THINK OUTSIDE THE BOX WITH AN ADJUSTABLE RATE MORTGAGE!

Talk through the benefits of 
an ARM with Leah, Dave or 

Vanessa today! 
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815.234.2561 | byronbank.com
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OREGON — At its monthly meeting Tues-
day, the Ogle County Board heard concerns 
from three residents about House Bill 4412, 
a recently-signed state law that sets statewide 
standards for wind and solar farm siting and 
takes away previous local controls such as at 
the county level. 

Counties previously had the ability to set 
rules for where wind and solar developments 
could be located. The new law prevents any 
local ordinance from being more restrictive 
than the new state standards. At its meeting 
last month, the county board passed a res-
olution opposing HB 4412 and Chairman 
John Finfrock said it was taking away from 
Ogle County citizens and the board’s ability 
to do its job.

Richard Cashen of Lindenwood was the 
first to speak at Tuesday’s meeting on the 
topic. He had concerns on the impact that 
solar and wind developments could have on 
nearby residents and their homes.

“There aren’t a lot of us who live right next 

to the fields, but we’re scared to death that 
this is going to destroy our homes and we’ll 
have to leave and that the values of our homes 
will be drastically reduced,” Cashen said. “I 
think as a citizen it’s my job to let you know 
how I feel and what my concerns are. I also 

feel it’s your job to protect those concerns 
and interests. I believe that’s why you were 
elected, not to serve the state, but instead the 
people who elected you.”

See COUNTY page 2

DIXON — Dr. Timothy Williams, a 
KSB Medical Group family medicine 
physician practicing in Town Square 
Centre, will soon be deployed with the 
1-106th Aviation Regiment Helicopter 
Assault Battalion under Operation In-
herent Resolve. As a U.S. Army flight 
surgeon holding the rank of lieutenant 
colonel, he will serve as battalion flight 
surgeon and primary care provider, pro-
viding routine medical and emergent trau-
ma care. Airframes include Blackhawk 
and Chinook helicopters. Williams is a 
Stillman Valley resident.

“I will miss my KSB clinic team and 

the comradery among my colleagues,” 
Williams said. “Everyone has been ex-
tremely supportive of my call to duty. I 
can deploy knowing that my patients 
and practice will be well taken care of 
in my absence.” 

After two weeks of training at Fort 
Bliss, Texas, Dr. Williams will fly to 
Kuwait to join his battalion for approx-
imately 90 days. This deployment is 
his third mobilization, the most recent 
being in 2016, and this year will mark 
his 20th year of military service.

See DEPLOY page 2

DIXON — The Next 
Picture Show (TNPS) has 
turned over the executive 
director role from Philip 
Atilano to Amy Sikyta.

For the past 12 years, 
Sikyta has worked in 
the advancement office 
at Pinecrest Community 
in Mt. Morris, holding a 
few different roles, most 
recently as director of 
advancement. There she 
planned and executed all 
aspects of many fundrais-
ing events and oversaw 
marketing and community relations. In addition, 
she worked closely with the Village of Mt. Morris 
for several years, managing their website and social 
media. Working at a small non-profit allowed her to 
think creatively, cultivate relationships, develop ex-
cellent multi-tasking skills and the ability to handle 
many different projects. Sikyta is eager to bring these 
skills to TNPS.

See SHOW page 2

Residents speak out against HB 4412
Recently-signed legislation removes local control for solar, wind farms

“Everyone 
has been 
extremely 
supportive 
of my call to 
duty.”
Dr. Timothy Williams

KSB physician Williams 
deploys for military service

Sikyta named 
executive director of 
The Next Picture Show
‘I have already recognized what 

an invaluable resource  
this organization is’

Byron Swim team finishes 
3rd at Sectionals

B1
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dickersonnieman.comhomeshomes Ogle County’s Real Estate Market Leader! 

BYRON
220 W. 3rd St.

OREGON
113 S. 4th St.

(815)234-5133 (815)732-3365

MAYDELL LESSEN
DESIGNATED MANAGING BROKER

(815) 622-4619

BRAD AUKER
(815) 978-0018

DOROTHY BOWERS
(815) 985-3264

SHARON BOWERS
(815) 757-7462

LYRAH AUSTIN-BUSHNELL
(815) 218-0059

TIFFANY CRAVATTA
(815) 988-4388

RANDY CRIDDLE
(815) 871-4004

TERRY CRIDDLE
(815) 871-2006

DANA DAUB
(815) 440-2835

KAYLA HESLOP
(815) 222-9771

SEAN HOSSEINI 
(815) 200-8490

MIKE LONG
(815) 761-4741

CHRIS SNYDER
(815) 494-7857

705 Clay Street, Oregon

$164,900 dickersonnieman.com/202207548
MOVE IN READY! 3 bedroom, 2 bath home with 1.5 car attached 
garage on nice corner lot. New kitchen and appliances, wood burning 
fireplace in family room, some new windows and other updates.

MAYDELL LESSEN & DANA DAUB
(815) 622-4619 & (815) 440-2835

109 N. Seminary Street, Mount Morris

$299,900 dickersonnieman.com/202202982
OWN A PIECE OF HISTORY! Stunning Victorian! Completely restored 
and remodeled Meticulous attention to detail. All bathrooms and 
kitchens are updated. 7-8 bedrooms, 4 bath, 4 car garage. Beautifully 
refinished wood floors and wood trim. Ornamental plaster work, pocket 
doors, many newer replacement windows. Complete new roof in 2016 on 
house & garage. Finished basement. Bonus rooms 3rd floor. 

DANA DAUB & MAYDELL LESSEN
(815) 440-2835 & (815) 622-4619

000 Harvest Drive, Byron

Starting at $69,000 dickersonnieman.com/201701914
BEAUTIFUL BYRON SUBDIVISION! Large lots, city water 
& sewer. No Impact fees. Building packages open to all 
builders. Builder assistance available. Developer approval 
required. Remaining lots are either full or partial exposure.  

CHRIS SNYDER
(815) 494-7857

From page 1

“It’s always difficult to determine 
exactly what our days will look like, 
but in a standard Army field set-up, 
we will start with sick calls (urgent 
care), scheduled medical patients, 
and annual flight physicals,” Williams 
said. “We will always be prepared to 
accept trauma/mass casualty patients 
as the theater of war is very unpre-
dictable. Depending on the mission, 
a physician may go out with a combat 
ground element if greater casualties 
are expected.” 

As a flight surgeon, administrative 
duties also include serving as special 
counsel to the battalion commander, 

overseeing the aviation life support 
equipment shop, serving as chief ex-
aminer in aviation accident investiga-
tions, and flying as part of the aircrew.  

“KSB Hospital has a long history 
of supporting military service,” KSB 
president and CEO Dave Schreiner, 
Ph.D., said. “The U.S. military is 
world-class in producing leaders. I 
love having veterans as part of the 
KSB Family! I’m grateful for Dr. 
Williams’ service and wish him safe 
travels during his deployment.”

During his deployment, Dr. Wil-
liams’ patients will be well cared for 
by Dr. Joseph Welty, Sara Fordham, 
NP, and KSB’s other family medicine 
providers.

From page 1

John Cox, a resident of Stillman Valley, spoke at the 
meeting as well and said the state has shown it “doesn’t 
care” about Ogle County residents that desire “rural 
and peaceful quality of life.” 

“We hope that you do care,” Cox said to county board 
members. “Our board has researched the industry far 
more in-depth than most county boards in the state. 
This legislation abates most of the requirements that 
our county put into place to protect its residents. Our 
restrictions can’t be more stringent than the state’s, but 
the state’s restrictions aren’t stringent at all. It means the 
potential for many of us to have to endure what these 
industrial applications bring to us. Solar plants and wind 
turbines aren’t farms or agriculture. Those are industrial 
applications that belong on industrial-zoned land.”

Cox said he’s been appreciative of the county’s efforts 
to “protect residents” from solar and wind farms in the 
past. His worry is that developments will be brought 
to the county in the future without any local say. He 
challenged the county board on fighting the law and 
approached the idea of litigation.

“We ask you to make sure that the state does hear us 
as our elected representatives,” Cox said. “All of us, 
especially the farmers, should wake up. This decision 
of HB 4412 is now saying they could take away more 
of the best farmland in the state. Is Ogle County ready 
to sue the state of Illinois for infringement on its res-
idents? We hope you are and we hope you’ll take our 
case, hear our voices, let it be known and do what we 
can to ensure the quality of life within Ogle County.”

Finfrock said a few words following the public 
comment portion of the meeting.

“Thank you all,” He said. “Your comments are taken 
on strongly.”

Fees
The board approved an increase in some Ogle County 

Health Department fees by a vote of 17-5.
“This is an updated fee schedule for the health de-

partment fees,” Board member Dean Fox said. “The 
health department has done quite a bit of detailed 
research on these fees. The only significant change 

From page 1

Before working at 
Pinecrest, Sikyta worked 
as the youth and family 
manager for the Sterling 
Park District. During her 
time at the park district, she 
implemented and managed 
many programs and events 
for youth; and is excited to 

be able to continue devel-
oping youth art programs 
in the Dixon community. 
“In the short time I have 
been at The Next Picture 
Show, I have already rec-
ognized what an invaluable 
resource this organization is 
by offering art and culture 
and a sense of community,” 
Sikyta said. “I am excited to 

help continue this legacy.”
The Next Picture Show 

is a 501c3 nonprofit orga-
nization whose goal is to 
nurture, develop, educate, 
foster the arts and galvanize 
artists and patrons within 
the community. For more 
information about the fine 
arts center, visit www.
nextpictureshow.org.

COUNTY: Health department fees increased

in my opinion is the Type I facilities go from $300 to 
$450 for a food permit. A Type I facility is the highest 
level of facility, so that process takes several days to 
complete and that’s why that fee was brought up to a 
reasonable level. Everything else on the list was either 
no increase or a fairly nominal increase.”

Board Members Dan Janes, Skip Kenney, Ben 
Youman, Dan Miller and Joseph Simms voted against 
the increase. 

ARPA
The board unanimously approved a $15,000 grant of 

county American Rescue Plan Act funds to the Rochelle 
Fire Department Social Organization. That organization 
applied for the federal COVID-19-related funds on the 
basis of lost revenue. 

Due to the pandemic, the Rochelle Fire Department 
Social Organization estimates it lost $20,000 from not 
being able to hold its fundraisers. Its long-anticipated 

100th annual Fireman’s Ball has been put off for three 
years and participation in the Lincoln Highway Her-
itage Festival was limited as well. The organization 
plans to use the money to bring its levels of service and 
community involvement back to pre-pandemic levels. 

The board also approved a grant of $18,604 in ARPA 
money to the Ogle County Public Defender’s Office for 
a hallway and door renovation. 

Broadband
Board Vice-Chairman Patricia Nordman asked 

residents of the county to participate in a broadband 
survey that will help to ensure reliable, high-speed and 
affordable broadband for all residents in the county, 
especially for those in rural areas. The survey can be 
found at http://go.illinois.edu/connectogle. 

“This is really important for our agricultural sector 
and rural residents,” Nordman said. “This is your voice. 
Please go and do it so we are accounted for.”

DEPLOY: Doctor’s 
patients to be cared for 
during service

SHOW: Sikyta has 
managerial experience

OGLE COUNTY — In addition to 
planning for reliable, high-speed, af-
fordable broadband to all residents and 
entities in Ogle County, leaders would 
like to especially ensure infrastructure 
for the agricultural sector and rural 

residents.
County, regional, and state organi-

zations have put together a survey on 
broadband to participate in getting better 
internet. The survey can be found online 
at https://go.illinois.edu/connectogle

Broadband survey available 
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It’s tax time!!!

We do income taxes, payroll 
& bookkeeping.

Jennifer Lungstrom, CPA, EA Silene Walters, CPA, MAS

202 N. Walnut, Stillman Valley
815.645.8979

www.WALTERSTAX.com 01162023

FREE ADMISSIONRockford Area Coin Club
133rd Semi-Annual Coin Show

Sunday, March 5, 2023
9:00am - 3:00pm
Located at: 

The Forest Hills Lodge
1601 West Lane Road
Loves Park, IL  61111

For info call Ben Kasberger
(815) 871-7598

Take Machesney Park exit off of Hwy 39/90
02272023

VFW Post #8739
1310 W. Washington St., Oregon, IL

VFW Post 8739 2023 Scholarship Offering
Scholarship forms are now available for 
pick up at the Oregon VFW Post at 1310 
W Washington St in Oregon.  Student’s 
parents do not need to be a member to 
submit an application.  Applications must 
be turned in by April 28, 2023.  Winners will 
receive a $500 scholarship to the school 
of their choice.  Forms can be picked up at 
the Post Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 
from 4 to 7 PM.  For more information 
phone 815-732-6851 same time and days 
as listed above. 02272023

VFW POST 8739 OFFICER ELECTION
Nominations for Post Officers 

will start at the March 21, 2023 
Post Meeting at 7 PM.  

Officers to be nominated are: 

Nominations will remain open until April 
18 Meeting at 7 PM when nominations 

will be closed and Elections will be held.   
New Officers will take office at  

the June meeting.

VFW Post #8739
1310 W. Washington St., Oregon, IL

815-732-6851

Commander
SR. Vice Commander
JR. Vice Commander

Quartermaster
Chaplin

3 year Trustee  

02
27

20
23

Byron High School’s January Students of the Month named
 
Congratulations to the Byron High School Students of the Month for Jan-
uary. Pictured from left to right are: Avril Silva (ninth grade), Max John-
son (10th grade), Taryn Dolan (11th grade), Lily Swiech (12th grade) and 
Stillman Bank Executive Vice President & COO David Mecklenburg. Each of 
the students received a gift card for their achievement. 

BYRON — Six Byron Music Students 
were selected to participate in the 2023 Illi-
nois Music Education Association (ILMEA) 
All-State Festival. The festival took place 
on Jan. 25-27, in Peoria.  ILMEA sponsors 
District and All-State competitions for the 
State of Illinois. 

This year Byron also had a student prepare 
a nomination for the Future Music Educa-
tors Seminar. In an effort to identify and 
encourage potential future music educators 
into the profession, ILMEA has created this 
forum for high school students at the annual 
Illinois Music Education Conference: 
selected students will be mentored and 
exposed to various aspects of the profes-
sion. This pre-professional opportunity is a 
strong first step toward a career as a music 
educator. There was a maximum of 55 stu-
dents selected to participate in the seminar.

The six Byron musicians who qualified 
for the All-State event this year are:

Maison Brant is a junior and a two-time 
All-State Honors Musician. He is in Cham-
ber Choir and Symphonic Band. Maison’s 
parents are Ann & Jake Brandt. Maison 
made the Honors All State Choir as a Bass 
2. His future plans are to attend a four-year 
college.  While in high school he has 
participated in Golf, Basketball, and the 
Illinois Music Educators Honor Society. 

Ledger Groen is a sophomore who 
was selected to the Future Music Edu-
cators Seminar. Ledger is in Concert & 
Symphonic Band.  His parents are Alicia 
Groen & William Groen.  He plans to 
continue his music education throughout 
high school and pursue music education 
in college, eventually becoming a band or 
orchestra director. In high school he is active 
with Scholastic Bowl, Chess, WYSE Team, 
Math Team, Illinois Music Honor Society, 
and United Sound.

Alaina Haas is a senior and three-time 
All-State Musician.  She is in the Symphonic 

Band.  Alaina’s parents are Nate and Natalie 
Haas.  Alaina made it into the Honors All 
State Band on the French horn. Her future 
plans are to attend college at Olivet Nazarene 
University to study elementary education. 
Alaina is involved in speech, cross country, 
and the Illinois Music Honor Society. 

This was the first time the Illinois Music 
Educators voted to allowed freshman to 
try out for the All State choir ensembles.  
Byron’s Micah Hilliker had a high enough 
score on his audition that he was selected 
for the All State choir.  Micah was selected 
as a Tenor 1 in the group. Micah’s parents 
are Kelley and Matt Hilliker.  Micah is a 
member of the Chamber Choir.  Micah’s 
future plans are to make All State again.  
He is a runner on the cross country team. 

Armani Paulino is a junior who is in 
Chamber Choir.  Her parents are Arminda 
and Victor Paulino. He made it into All-
State Choir as a Tenor 2.  His future plans 
are to go into the trades, construction em-
phasis. He is a member of the soccer team.

Emmalyn Rehberg is a senior and a 
member of the Chamber Choir.  She made 
it into the All State Choir as a Soprano 2. 
Her parents are Jenn and Mat Rehberg.  
She plans to attend the University of Illi-
nois at Chicago, where she is trying out 
for a vocal scholarship. Other activities 
she has been involved in are four years of 
cheer, including the competitive team, and 
Illinois Music Educators Honor Society. 

While the students are at the Festival, 
they will be in numerous rehearsals, attend 
workshops, panel discussion and master 
classes.  They also will perform a final 
concert at the Peoria Civic Center.  They 
will be accompanied to the festival by their 
teachers, Natalie Haas, band director, and 
Amy Harn, choir director. The students are 
grateful for the financial support from the 
Byron School District to make it possible 
for them to attend the All-State Festival. 

Byron High School all-state musicians Alaina Haas, Maison Brand, Armani Paulino, 
Ledger Groen and Micah Hilliker. Not pictured: Emma Rehberg. (Courtesy photo). 

Byron High School 
congratulates 6 ILMEA 
All-State musicians

Festival took place on Jan. 25-27 in Peoria  

FORRESTON  — 
Forreston Junior High 
School recently named 
its second quarter honor 
roll students.

Excellent honor roll 
(3.75-4.0) - Sixth grade: 
Kaleb Bergin ,  Ada-
lyn Bocker,  Weston 
Diehl, Joseph Haller, 
Gage Loomis, Brayden 
Pau l s ,  Evan  Ricks , 
Cora Schmidt and Ad-
dison Yordy. Seventh 
grade: Kye Alderks, 
Ry le igh  Alexande r, 
Joleen Colbert and Ha-
gen Schubert. Eighth 
g r a d e :  C a r t e r  F o x , 
Zakary Glick,  Cam-
mie  Kent ,  Jonathan 
Milnes, Jillian Moore, 
Kolton Motszko, Ad-
dison Shenberger and 
Henry Warren.

H o n o r  r o l l  ( 3 . 0 -
3.74) - Sixth grade: 
Brayden Beckmeier, 
Max Beltran, Brianna 

Borgmann, Emily But-
tel, Sabelia Collis, Pey-
ton Garnhart, Xairyn 
Goeddeke, Grace Hola-
day, Eva Hundertmark, 
Joseph Kearns, Bryson 
Kloster, Hattie Krig-
baum, Colson Lamm, 
Isaiah Ludwig, Isabella 
McIlvanie, Piper Men-
ke,  Gabr ie l  Morr is , 
Tenlei Patterson, Elise 
Rummel, Kinsley Ryia, 
Reagan Scheffner, Bry-
c e n  S c h n e i d e r m a n , 
Gerald Sheely, Brylee 
We a v e r  a n d  B r o d y 
Zettle. Seventh grade: 
L u c i l l e  B a w i n k e l , 
Brennan Byers, Brynn 
Gill, Oakley Goedde-
ke, Landon Graden, 

L i l y a n a  H a l l e r , 
Gavin Hoffman, Aa-
l iyah  Ka i se r,  A l i ce 
Kobler, Joseph Kobler, 
Chloe Lerch,  Lucas 
Miller, Cara Pals, Con-
nor Politsch, Antonio 

Reiners, Charleigh Ri-
naldi, Blake Sanders, 
Brooke Schulz, Liam 
Se t t e r s t rom,  Kar i s -
sa  Shur t leff ,  Mada-
lynn Thiel and Hannah 
Vinnedge. Eighth grade: 
Jenna Alexander, Drue 
Behrends, Levi Bocker, 
Mia Cox, Jayden Dan-
iels, Faith Encheff, Eli 
Ferris, Alivia Harson, 
Alivia Ingram, James 
Jablon, Cylee Kirchner, 
Emma Lenkaitis,

Charlie Lindquist, 
Jared Merkel ,  Sofia 
Pacheco, Isaiah Perez, 
Chloe Pritchard, Mick-
ey Probst, 

Daylen Rahn, Adre-
anna  Roach ,  Chr is -
topher  Rohdy,  Mya 
Saxby, Nevaeh Schef-
fner, Erica Trygges-
tad, Hayden Vinnedge, 
Hannah Wagner, Mason 
Wilson and Adam Wub-
bena.

Forreston Junior High School 
names 2nd quarter honor roll

OREGON — Oregon Community 
Unit School District 220 recently con-
gratulated its Oregon Junior Senior 
High School seventh grade team for 
being OCUSD 220’s nominee for the 
Illinois State Board of Education’s 
Those Who Excel Team of the Year. 

This team was recognized for 
their Professional Learning Team 
(PLT) work which resulted in the 
tremendous academic growth of last 

year’s seventh graders. This team is 
committed to improving student out-
comes, especially in math and ELA, 
along with social/emotional growth. 
The team will be awarded the Award 
for Meritorious Service at the 49th 
Annual Those Who Excel Banquet 
on April 29. 

The team includes Mrs. Mahoney, 
Mrs. O’Neil, Mrs. Bothe, Mr. Al-
brecht, Mr. Martin and Mr. Gale. 

OJSHS 7th grade team wins ISBE award

Junction of Rt. 52 & 64, Polo, IL

Adults $10   Under 10 $4.50
Preschool Free

02202023

4:30-7:30 pm
March 10, 2023
Adults $15.00 Children 5-12 $8.00

Children 4 & Under FREE
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FREEPORT — Eleanor Chance, 81, 
of Freeport, passed away on, Thursday, 
Jan. 19 at Parkview Home in Freeport. 
Eleanor was born on June 23, 
1941 in Dixon, the daughter of 
Albert and Olive (Hawbecker) 
Iske. 

Eleanor taught Home Eco-
nomics at Freeport High School 
where she met the love of her 
life William “Bill” Chance. 
They were married on Dec. 23, 
1965 and he preceded her in 
death on June 14, 2011. She also 
taught nutrition classes and was 
director of the Upward Bound Program at 
Highland Community College. She finished 
her teaching career back at Freeport High 
School teaching childcare classes. 

Eleanor enjoyed cooking and baking. 
She also was a skilled seamstress as she 
loved sewing and quilting.

She is survived by her son, Michael 
(Susan) Chance; two grandchildren, 
Jordan Elaine Chance and Carter William 

Chance all of Sterling; one step-sister, 
Janet Rink of Freeport; one step-sister-
in- law, Lois Gordan of Galena; one 

brother-in-law, Jim Hogge of 
Raleigh, North Carolina.

Eleanor was preceded in 
death by her parents, hus-
band, sister (Marilyn Hogge), 
step-mother (Ruth Gordan 
Iske) and step-brother (Dick 
Gordan).

A memorial service will be 
held at 10:30 a.m. on Satur-
day, March 11 at Faith United 
Methodist Church, 1440 S. 

Walnut Ave., Freeport, IL 61032 with 
Rev. Melissa Meyers, officiating. Burial 
of Cremated Remains will be 1:30 p.m. on 
Saturday at Fairmount Cemetery in Polo. 

A memorial visitation will be 
from 4-7 p.m., Friday, March 10 
at Burke-Tubbs Funeral Home, 504 
N. Walnut Ave., Freeport, IL 61032. 
A memorial has been established in Elea-
nor’s memory.

POPLAR GROVE — Dorothy Erwin 
passed away on Feb. 21 at St. Anthony’s 
Hospital in Rockford after a short illness. She 
was the first of seven children to Benjamin 
and Jewel (Holder) Ramsey. She 
grew up on a cotton farm in rural 
central Texas and graduated 
from Mart High School in 1937. 
Dorothy attended Business 
School and night school classes 
at TCU in Fort Worth, and for six 
years worked for an advertising 
agency as a copy writer and 
accountant. 

On January 22, 1943, Doro-
thy married Robert W. Erwin, who, at that 
time, was an engineer for Consolidated Air-
craft which designed wings for the B-36 used 
during WWII. In 1946, Bob and Dorothy 
moved to the Erwin family farm near Poplar 
Grove where they raised their four children. 
Dorothy was involved in many community 
activities including a board member of the 
Poplar Grove United Methodist Church 
and Sunday School teacher; Poplar Grove 
School PTA; Site Selection Committee 
for the first North Boone H.S.; and for-
mer president of the Belvidere Women’s 
Club. Dorothy and Bob were honored as 
“Best Poplar Grove Neighbors” in 1993. 
When her children were mostly grown 
Dorothy worked at Apache Foam as an 
office manager for 6 years. Also, she was 
on the board for Candlewick Lake Assoc., 

and worked in the Candlewick office for 5 
years. Dorothy was preceded in death by her 
husband, Robert, in 1996. She continued 
to live on the farm for 12 years and spent 

the winters back in Texas with 
family and friends. She left the 
farm in 2008 and moved to 
Wesley Willows.

She leaves behind one sister, 
Carmen McKinney; brother-in-
law, Jim Kemp; and sister-in-
law Merrill Ramsey. Dorothy’s 
four children are Randall (Don-
na), Leland (Diane), Meredith 
(Brad) Townsend and Keith 

(Andrea Cailles). She was blessed to have 
9 grandchildren and 15 great-grandchildren 
as well as many nieces and nephews.

Dorothy loved playing table games and 
watching the Cubs and Fighting Illini. She 
will be remembered by all who knew her 
for her sincere interest in everyone she met.

In lieu of flowers you are welcome to 
send memorials to the Poplar Grove United 
Methodist Church or Pancreatic Cancer 
Action Network, 1500 Rosecrans Ave., 
Suite 200, Manhattan Beach, CA 90266 
(www.pancan.org)

A visitation for Dorothy will be held 
Monday, February 27th between the hours of 
10am-12pm at Poplar Grove United Meth-
odist Church. Located at 105 E Grove St, 
Poplar Grove, IL 61065. Funeral to follow 
at 12pm. Burial at Poplar Grove Cemetery.

Eleanor Chance

Dorothy Erwin

OREGON – Jerome Scott “Jerry” 
Gorsegner, 64, died Sunday, Feb. 19 at 
Swedish American Hospital in 
Rockford. He was born Sept. 10, 
1958 in Greeley, Colorado; the 
son of Leonard E. and Marcia A. 
(Kilmer) Gorsegner. He gradu-
ated from Stillman Valley High 
School in 1976. Jerry married 
Lynnette “Lynn” Hayton on May 
13, 1986 in Oregon. 

He worked for many years 
at the Byron Nuclear Power 
Station in several roles, retiring 
as a control room operator. Jerry was very 
active in his children’s lives. He was their 
Boy Scout and Girl Scout leader for many 
years, even serving as the Northern Ogle 
Unit Service Director for the Girl Scouts for 
three years. He coached their t-ball, softball 
and baseball teams. He enjoyed fishing and 
playing darts. He was also a passionate and 
excellent home cook and will be remem-
bered for many of his recipes.  Jerry was 
predeceased by his parents. 

He is survived by his wife Lynn of 
Oregon and five children: Jennifer (Lucas) 

of Bayfield, Colorado, Tyler 
(Alora) of Mt. Morris, Nicole, 
Heather, and Marissa of Oregon; 
two grandsons, Brextyn and 
Soiyr, and a granddaughter on 
the way.  He is also survived by 
a brother, David (Kim) of Loves 
Park; sister, Karen of Freeport 
and many nephews and nieces. 

Visitation will be held Friday, 
Feb. 24 from 5-7 p.m. at the 
Farrell-Holland-Gale Funeral 

Home, 136 W. Roosevelt Road in Stillman 
Valley. A memorial service will be held at 
11 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 25 at the Kishwau-
kee Community Evangelical Presbyterian 
Church near Stillman Valley with the 
Rev. Nick Garner, pastor of the church, 
officiating. 

A memorial fund is established in Jerry’s 
name and may be directed to the family. 
Visit www.farrellhollandgale.com to leave 
a condolence or a memory of Jerry.

Jerome Scott ‘Jerry’ Gorsegner

BYRON — Francis “Frank” Edward 
Mullally of Byron, Il. passed away 
peacefully at home on February 19, 2023. 
Frank was born on January 23, 
1936 to James and Ann Jane 
Mullally.

After graduating St. Ig-
natius High School in 1953, 
Frank went on to study at the 
University of Chicago, where 
he received his Associates 
Degree in Fire Science. During 
that time Frank joined the Ma-
rine Corps in 1955 at 29 Palms, 
California and upon his return, 
began his long fire department career. 

During his lifetime, he served with 
three fire departments. Two of them he 
served concurrently for seventeen years 
working for the River Grove Volunteer 
Fire Department and the Chicago State 
Hospital Fire Department. In 1965 went 
on to serve as Captain of the Chicago 
Fire Department and retired as Battal-
ion Chief in November of 2000. 

Frank loved serving the Chicago fire 
department as he said, “it was his heart 
of hearts”. He had a love and passion for 
serving his community.

Frank and Valerie were married in 
October 1994 and blended their two 
families. Frank and his wife Valerie 
retired in Byron, Il in 2004. Frank was 
very active in the Church community 
with St. Mary’s Catholic Church. He 
transferred his membership with the 
Knights of Columbus from Chicago and 
was very excited to continue his work 
as an honorary member as 4th Degree 
honor guard. Frank truly dedicated his 
life serving others. 

He loved to travel and had the for-
tunate opportunity to visit Antarctica, 
Scotland, Italy and many US states in 
between. In Italy he and Valerie renewed 
their vows and visited many Cathedrals. 
He was a history buff and loved learning 
about the Civil War, so he toured almost 

every civil war battlefield he could. 
Frank was a loving and devoted 

husband, father, and grandfather. He 
loved spending time with 
his family, especially being 
with his children, grandchil-
dren and great-grandchildren. 
He was such a loving and 
giving man and would do 
anything to take care of them. 
Frank had five children and 
Valerie had two. Together 
they had 13 grandchildren, 3 
great-grandchildren and 2 more 
great-grandchildren on the way. 

Frank was predeceased by his brothers, 
James, John, Michael, Thomas Mul-
lally, William and his stepson Norbert 
Holeman. He is survived by his wife 
Valerie, his sister Maureen, 5 children, 
Dennis Mullally, Linda (Ken) Miles, 
David Mullally, Carol (Jim) Parquette, 
Joanne (Tim) Pell, Step daughter Renee’ 
Holeman, daughter in law Limor Hole-
man, 13 grandchildren, Jennifer (Matt) 
Parquette, Christopher (Christy) James, 
Danny Miles, Matt James, Meaghann 
Mullally mother Chris Mullally, Nancy Jo 
(Zacharia) Menich, Edward (Courtney) 
Scharlow, father Tom Scharlow, David 
Jr Mullally, Eva Holeman, Ethan Hole-
man, Ian Holeman, Avir Jr Holeman, 4 
great grandchildren, Brianna Parquette, 
Genevieve Parquette, Ryder James, and 
Maggie Sanchez. 

Funeral mass will be held on Monday, 
February 27, 2023 at 11:00 AM at St. 
Mary Church, 220 E 2nd St, Byron, IL 
61010 with Father Rich Rosiniski offici-
ating. Visitation will be held on Sunday, 
February 26, 2023 from 2:00 - 4:00 PM at 
Farrell Holland Gale Funeral Home, 506 
W. Merchant St., Byron, IL 61010. Burial 
will be at St. Mary Catholic Church in 
Byron. In lieu of flowers donations may 
be directed to the Passionist Monestary, 
Rockford Poor Clares, or the Knights of 
Columbus.

STERLING — Carolyn June Hilliard 
Scharfenberg, 75, passed away 
in her home in Sterling on 
Feb. 20 with her family by 
her side. Carolyn was born on 
Nov. 26, 1947 in Freeport, the 
daughter of Dwight & Rose 
(Christian) Hilliard. She was 
raised in Leaf River and grad-
uated from Leaf River High 
School class of 1965. Carolyn 
also lived in Rockford and 
Mt. Morris before moving to 
Sterling in 1986. 

Carolyn married Michael Scharfen-
berg on Dec. 29, 1987 in Morrison. 

Her hobbies were reading, needle-
work, gardening, canning, cooking, bak-
ing, in her younger years, bowling and 
roller skating, but most of all she loved 
spending time with her grandchildren.

Carolyn is survived by her husband: 
Michael Scharfenberg, Sterling; sons: 

Stephen (Amy) Feary, Charles Feary, 
Michael (Kelly) Feary and 
Thomas (Kim) Feary; grand-
children: Damian Feary, 
Andrew (Jessica) Feary, 
Nicholas Feary, Andrea 
Feary, Rowan Riney, Tamzie 
Feary and Nathan Feary; 
great grandchildren: Harlan 
Feary, Luna Feary and Lydia 
Feary.

She is preceded in death 
by her parents; sisters: Sha-

ron and Connie; brother: Orval; and 
mother in law: Erma.

Funeral services will be held on 
Saturday, Feb. 25 at 11 a.m. in Finch 
Funeral Home, 405 E. Hitt, Mt. Morris; 
with Pastor Brian Vickers officiat-
ing. Burial will be held in Cedar Hill 
Cemetery, Mt. Morris. Visitation will be 
held on Saturday, Feb. 25 from 10:30 a.m. 
until service time in Finch Funeral Home.

SHANNON — Lavern W. Stamm, 
84, of Shannon, passed away at his home 
surrounded by family and 
friends on Wednesday, Feb. 
15. He was born in Stephen-
son County on Jan. 2, 1939, 
the son of Milford and Elta 
Mae (Lestikow) Stamm. He 
graduated from Forreston 
High School and started 
working as a carpenter. 

He later began his own 
business, with two other 
men, and continued that 
work under the name SAM Builders. 
He was a long-time member of the 
Forreston Lions Club. He received the 
Melvin Jones Fellow award from the 
Lions Club International Foundation 
for dedicated humanitarian services. 
Lavern enjoyed playing cards and hav-
ing a beer with his friends. He spent a 
lot of time cutting and chopping wood, 
tilling the garden and picking beans 
and tomatoes. 

His family was his greatest joy. He 
is survived by his wife Helen, his two 

sons, Cody Stamm and Marc 
(Jill) Stamm, his daughter, 
Denise (Dan) Ball, his grand-
children Braxton Stamm, Liz-
zy Stamm, Annalise Stamm, 
Shayla Stamm, Stephanie 
(TJ) Stamm, his great-grand-
son, Parker Stamm, his two 
sisters, Glenda Carter and 
Theo Harrenstein, and his 
brother, Gary Stamm. 

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, his sisters, Gail Babcock, 
Carol Barker and Donna Runte, and his 
grandson, TJ Stamm. Lavern will be 
remembered as fun-loving, kind, and 
“always ready to help” by his family 
and his many friends. 

A celebration of life party will be 
held in the near future for his family 
and his close friends. In lieu of flowers, 
a memorial will be established for the 
St. Jude Children’s Hospital.

Francis ‘Frank’ Edward Mullally

Carolyn June Hilliard Scharfenberg

Lavern W. Stamm



OGLE COUNTY LIFE/ROCK VALLEY SHOPPER • SECTION A • PAGE 5MONDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2023

LOCAL NEWS

02202023

FISH  
FRIDAY
Every Friday night
Serving 5 - 8 p.m.

Fried cod, baked cod, bluegill 

or shrimp

$11.95 - $12.95
Includes: choice or potato (baked, 

french fries or onion rings), salad 
bar with homemade soup and 

complimentary dessert

Dine in, carry out or curbside delivery

VFW 
Post 8739

1310 W. Washington St.
Oregon, IL
815-732-6851

Served Fridays 4pm-8pm
Public welcome, dine in or carry out.

Every Friday 
Fish Fry
Cod, Catfish & 
Shrimp Dinners

02
20

20
23

CATCH OUR 
FISH FRY!
Your Choice of 

Cod  Perch
$13            $15   

OR

1469 N. IL Rt 2
Oregon IL 

815-732-6761 
Maxsons.net

Friday Night Fish Fry!

02202023

4-8 pm
Other seafood available/Full menu available

Win some money gaming!

Fish Fry Special!
Pollock (All you can eat) - $13

208 N. Walnut St.
Stillman Valley
815-645-9828 02

20
20

23

Friday
5pm-9:30pm

PUBLIC WELCOME, DINE IN OR CARRY OUt.   CHECK FACEBOOK FOR UPDATES

2022
VOTED

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OFLOCALLOCAL

GUIDEGUIDE

Fish Fry

BYRON – Sponsorships and 
business marketing opportuni-
ties are now available for Byron 
Rotary’s Annual “Pot of Gold” 
draw-down fundraiser to be held 
Saturday, March 11 at Prairie View 
Golf Pavilion at 6:30 p.m. The event 
will once again feature a $3,000 
grand prize!

This is Byron Rotary’s sixth year 
hosting Pot of Gold. Kathy Wickler, 
the event chair, said, “The event 
was not held in 2020 and 2021, but 
returned in 2022.  Pot of Gold is a 
much-anticipated community event 
and is a wonderful way for Rotary 
to raise funds for worthy initiatives, 
including a local scholarship.”

There are three ways a business 
may use Pot of Gold to get their 
name out: Our gold sponsors for 
$300 or silver for $200. A gift card 
or prize for the draw-down in the 
amount of at least $10. A special 
raffle or auction item. Many do 

more than one!  
“We would like to thank Hol-

comb Bank for supporting the 
event as our presenting sponsor this 
year,” Sponsorship Chair Amanda 
Jennings said.

Businesses will receive credit for 
their sponsorships in all publicity 
surrounding the event including 
on Facebook and in email blasts.  
They will also be announced several 
times throughout the evening. This 
is a wonderful way for businesses 
to be recognized and, at the same 
time, support a great cause. All net 
proceeds from this event will help 
Rotary Club of Byron continue 
to offer the “Service Above Self” 
public service scholarship to wor-
thy Byron High School students 
and support of other Byron school 
programs. Rotary also supports local 
organizations such as Believe in the 
Children and the Village of Progress.  
Most recently they fundraised to 

send money to the hurricane relief 
efforts in Ft. Myers, Florida.

This year’s Pot of Gold will 
include complementary beer and 
a cash bar, dinner and live music. 
Games and raffles will be played 
throughout the evening, including 
black jack and a live auction.  In 
the draw-down, every ticket wins a 
prize; every 10th ticket wins $100 
and the grand prize winner will leave 
with $3,000.

Businesses interested in spon-
sorships may contact the sponsor-
ship committee at OCCC2014@
comcast.net, or Jennings at 815-
234-2222.

Tickets to the event cost $100, 
which admit two to the draw-
down party and one chance at the 
$3,000 grand prize. Tickets will be 
available from any Byron Rotary 
member and on Eventbrite.  https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/pot-of-
gold-2023-tickets-489804688007

Byron Rotary fundraiser sponsorships available

OREGON  — The 
First Fridays Open Mic 
presents its monthly show 
at the Oregon VFW this 
March 3. The event at-
tracts many talented per-
formers, but musicians 
and singers of all skill lev-
els find acceptance from 
its supportive audience. 

The VFW is located at 
1310 W. Washington St. 
in Oregon. It provides 
ample parking, along 
with the availability of a 
restaurant and bar within 
the building. A fish fry 
runs from 4-8 p.m.

The show starts at 6:30 
p.m. Admission is free, 
although a jar is available 
for donations. Performers 

First Fridays Open 
Mic is March 3

can sign up for time slots 
on a first-come-first-serve 
basis starting at 6 p.m. In-
terested parties who have 
questions can contact Jer-
ry Tice at 815-449-2660.

High school student 
Michael Mott is a new-
comer to First Fridays. 



MONDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2023SECTION A • PAGE 6 • OGLE COUNTY LIFE/ROCK VALLEY SHOPPER

LOCAL NEWS

3923 N River Rd Oregon IL 61061
815-732-2384

stevebeneshandsons.com

STEVE BENESH & SONS

700 IL Route 72 E • Leaf River • 815-973-2432
Hours: Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday, 9am-5pm

COMPLETE 
FEED & 
RUSTIC 
RELICS

SP
EC

20
18

Call 815-441-8207 for a free quote  
or to schedule service today!

HILLIKER.ELECTRIC@GMAIL.COM • FRANKLIN GROVE, IL 09
26

20
16

For All Your Insurance Needs.

09282015

7993 N. River Road
Byron, IL

(815) 234-8535 Ext. 200

Visit our website: 
www.byronforestpreserve.com

510 W. Washington St. • Oregon, IL 61061
815.732.3111 • www.webhsb.com

09282015

ROCK VALLEY SHOPPER

211 HWY. 38 EAST, ROCHELLE 61068

815-732-2156
www.oglecountylife.com

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Brought to you by these sponsors:

MARCH 5
Disciples United Methodist Church in Mt. Mor-

ris is hosting a Potato Bar from 11-12:30 p.m.. No 
registration is needed. Donations will be accepted. 
Proceeds will be used toward the missions of the 
church. The church is located at 102 Maple Ave., 
Mt. Morris. Call 815-734-4853 with any questions. 

 
MARCH 7

The Polo FFA Alumni is hosting a spaghetti 
dinner from 5-7 p.m. at the Polo Community High 
School cafeteria. Dinner will include tossed salad, 
spaghetti, garlic bread, dessert and beverage. Ticket 
cost is $10 for adults, $7 for children 12 and un-
der. Proceeds will be used to fund the FFA Alumni 
Scholarship, awarded to a Polo High School senior 
or seniors that are pursuing higher education in the 
agricultural fields. Contact any Polo FFA Alumni 

member, or Ginger Albano at 815-631-0457 to 
purchase tickets. 

MARCH 7
Serenity Hospice & Home’s Young Widows will 

meet at The Serenity Home, 1658 S. Illinois Route 
2, Oregon  from 6-7 p.m. This group is for ages 
55 and under. Please call 815-732-4111 by noon 
to register.

MARCH 8
The United Methodist Men at Disciples UMC, 

Mt. Morris, are hosting a Pancake and Sausage 
supper on Wednesday, March 8 from 4-7:30 p.m. in 
the Fellowship Hall. Chicken and biscuits will also 
be served. Donations are accepted. Proceeds will 
be used for the projects and missions of UMM. The 
church is located at 102 Maple Ave., Mt. Morris. Call 

815-734-4853 with any questions. 
 

MARCH 9
Serenity Hospice & Home’s Lunch Group will meet 

at Bella’s Café, 317 Washington St., Oregon at 11:30 
a.m. Please call 815-732-4111 by 10 a.m. to register.

 
MARCH 10

Serenity Hospice & Home’s C.A.F.E. will meet 
at The Serenity Home, 1658 S. Illinois Route 2, 
Oregon  from 9-10 a.m. This group is open to any 
bereaved in the community.  Please call 815-732-4111 
by 4 p.m. on Thursday to register.

 
MARCH 10

Serenity Hospice & Home’s Diamond Art will 
meet from 9-11 a.m. at The Serenity Shed, 131 N. 
3rd St., Oregon.

BYRON — On Feb. 10, Amber J. Carmody, 31, 
was issued citations for operating a motor vehicle 
when registration is suspended and operating an 
uninsured vehicle. 

On Feb. 10, Clarice L. Brisart 43, of Byron was 
issued a citation for speeding. 

On Feb. 10, Dane M. Mitchell, 30, of Rockford 
was issued a citation for speeding. 

On Feb. 11, Kelli A. Appenzeller, 36, of Rochelle 
was issued a citation for operating a vehicle with 
expired registration. 

On Feb. 11, Ryan H. Reeverts, 24, of Byron was 
issued a citation for speeding. 

On Feb. 11, Henry T. Barnhart, 66, of Rockford 
was issued a citation for operating a motor vehicle 
when registration is suspended. 

On Feb. 11, Noah A. Saunders, 25, of Rockford 
was issued a citation for operating an uninsured 
vehicle and operating a vehicle with expired reg-
istration.

On Feb. 11, Carl G. Balestrieri, 65, of Byron 
was issued a citation for obstruction of windshield. 

On Feb. 12, Mikel S. Barnhart, 18, of Rockford 
was issued citations for disobeying a no passing 
zone and speeding. 

On Feb. 12, Kenneth L. Lamb, 18, of Rockford 
was issued a citation for operating an uninsured 
vehicle. 

On Feb. 12, Lee E. Heeren, 71, of Rockford was 
issued a citation for speeding. 

On Feb. 13, Christopher A. Foster, 43, of Mt. 
Morris was arrested on a warrant out of Lee County 
for failure to appear. Foster was transported to Ogle 
County Jail and held in lieu of bond. 

On Feb. 14, Joseph D. Dawsey, 39, of Rockford 
was arrested on a warrant out of Ogle County. Dawsey 
was transported to Ogle County Jail and held in lieu 
of bond. 

On Feb. 14, a minor aged 17, of Byron was issued 
a citation for leaving the scene of an accident. 

On Feb. 14, Joshua Wright, 19, of Byron was ar-
rested for domestic battery. Wright was transported 
to Ogle County Jail and held in lieu of bond.

On Feb. 18, Karl P. Emerick, 59, of Winnebago was 
issued a citation for operating an uninsured vehicle.

On Feb. 18, Karam A. Mansour, 49, of Vernon 
Hills, Illinois was issued a citation for speeding.

On Feb. 20, a minor aged 17, of Byron was issued 
a citation for speeding. 

On Feb. 20, Stephon C. Smith, 26, of Amboy 
was issued a citation for speeding.   

Any arrests listed below are merely accusations 
and the defendant is presumed innocent unless 
proven guilty in a court of law.

BYRON POLICE DEPARTMENT
MT. MORRIS — On Feb. 7 at 

approximately 12:45 p.m. Mt. Morris 
Police responded to the 300 block of 
West Hitt Street for the report of a 
domestic disturbance. After an inves-
tigation, Cha E. Keller, 34, Mt. Morris, 
was arrested on an outstanding Ogle 
County warrant for failure to appear. 
Keller was transported to the Ogle 
County Jail where he was held in lieu 
of bond.

On Feb. 14 at approximately 11 
p.m. Mt. Morris Police were sent to the 
10 block of West Center Street for the 
report of a disturbance in the area. After 
an investigation, Anita E. Chavez, 32, 
Rochelle, was arrested on an outstand-
ing Ogle County warrant for failure to 

appear. Chavez was transported to the 
Ogle County Jail where she was held 
in lieu of bond.

On Feb. 17 at approximately 11:05 
p.m. Mt. Morris Police were sent to the 
100 block of South Wesley Avenue 
for the report of a disturbance. After 
an investigation, Cha E. Keller, 34, 
Mt. Morris, was arrested and charged 
with aggravated assault and criminal 
trespass to property.  Keller was trans-
ported to the Ogle County Jail where 
he was held in lieu of bond.

On Feb. 19 at approximately 1:10 
a.m. Mt. Morris Police responded to 
the Dollar General in the 3,000 block 
of West Illinois Route 64. At that time, 
Denise R. Wagoner, 37, Mt. Morris, 

was arrested for criminal trespass to 
property. Wagoner was transported to 
the Ogle County Jail where she was 
held in lieu of bond.

On Feb. 19 at approximately 4:10 
a.m. Mt. Morris Police responded to 
the 500 block of North Hannah Avenue 
for the report of a disturbance. After 
an investigation, Arkadiusz W. Sta-
churski, 40, Mt. Morris, was arrested 
and charged with criminal damage 
to property and criminal trespass to 
property. Stachurski was transported 
to the Ogle County Jail where he was 
held in lieu of bond.

These charges are merely an accu-
sation, and that the defendant is pre-
sumed innocent unless proven guilty.

MT. MORRIS POLICE DEPARTMENT

BYRON — Constellation (Nasdaq: CEG), the largest 
producer of carbon-free energy in the U.S., said Jan. 21 it 
will invest $800 million in new equipment to increase the 
output of its Braidwood and Byron Generating Stations in 
Illinois by approximately 135 megawatts, enough to power 
the equivalent of 100,000 average homes around the clock 
every year. The additional always-on, carbon-free power 
generated will result in the equivalent of removing 171,000 
gas-powered vehicles from the road per year, or the equiv-
alent of adding 216 intermittent wind turbines to the grid, 
using Environmental Protection Agency data.

The project is expected to create work for thousands of 
skilled union workers during construction while expanding 
economic activity for surrounding businesses in the plant 
communities. The additional jobs come on top of the 1,200 
permanent workers at the two plants.

“These investments in our world class nuclear fleet will 
allow us to generate more zero-carbon energy with the same 
amount of fuel and land, and that’s a win for the economy, 
the environment and Illinois families and businesses who 
rely on our clean energy,” said Joe Dominguez, president 
and CEO of Constellation. “These projects will help create 
family-sustaining jobs and are a direct result of state and 
federal policies that recognize the incredible value of nuclear 
energy in addressing the climate crisis while keeping our grid 
secure and reliable.”

Braidwood and Byron were among the Illinois nuclear 
plants saved from premature retirement by passage of the state 
Climate and Equitable Jobs Act in 2021. Since then, Congress 
passed the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) last year, which 

provides a base level of support for nuclear energy nationwide. 
Both pieces of legislation have enabled renewed investment 
in nuclear energy.

Support for nuclear in the IRA has made extending the lives 
of U.S. nuclear assets to 80 years more likely assuming con-
tinued support. It has caused Constellation to examine nuclear 
uprate opportunities that were cancelled a decade ago due to 
market forces. The 45Y tax credit for the production of new 
carbon-free electricity helps make these investments economic.

The Braidwood and Byron projects involve replacing the 
main turbines at the two facilities with state-of-the-art, high 
efficiency units that are expected to add approximately 135 
carbon-free megawatts of output at the nuclear plants. Con-
stellation expects to see increased output at the stations as early 
as 2026, with the full uprated output available by 2029. Work 
on the uprates will occur in stages during scheduled refueling 
outages. 

The Illinois uprates come on the heels of Constellation’s 
announcement of significant progress at its clean hydrogen 
project at Nine Mile Point Generating Station in upstate New 
York, and the start of work on operating license renewals at 
the Clinton and Dresden nuclear plants in Illinois. 

“It is gratifying to see new long-term projects at our nuclear 
facilities getting the green light. This is an exciting time for 
our industry as we continue our investment in the future of 
our plants,” said Dave Rhoades, chief nuclear officer, Con-
stellation. “Our workers stand at the ready to welcome new 
employees for these projects as we continue building upon 
creative new efforts that provide additional clean energy 
to the communities we serve across the nation.”

Constellation making $800 million 
investment in Byron Nuclear Plant
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DIFFERENCES of opinion about guns 
have become tribal, part of a larger 
culture war, with people dug in on 

both sides. Maybe the way forward is to ac-
knowledge that we’re all probably wrong in one 
way or another. Our ideas about how people die 
from firearms are an example.

The most common type of gun death, accord-
ing to Pew Research’s website (February 
2022), isn’t murder, but is instead, at 54 
percent, suicide. And only a fraction of 
the remaining fatalities—perhaps as few 
as 10 percent according to Steven Pinker 
in his book, “The Better Angels of Our 
Nature”— take place during the com-
mission of a robbery or other crime. The 
typical gun homicide instead involves 
someone resolving a personal dispute 
with a person or persons he/she knows.

The mass slayings that are so prominent 
in the news cause only the tiniest fraction of 
gun deaths — 0.2 percent according to Larry 
Wallace at theconversation.com. And only 30 
percent of those involve the use of the assault 
weapons that command so much attention, or 
rifles of any kind for that matter (see statista.
com.) Handguns are by far the preferred weap-
on. 

All of these facts suggest that the intensity 
surrounding the debate about Illinois’ recent 
assault weapons ban is somewhat misplaced on 
both sides. The ban probably won’t, on the one 
hand, do much by itself to reduce gun violence, 
nor is it likely, on the other hand, to limit peo-
ple’s ability to defend themselves. 63 percent 
of the American public in an August 2021 Pew 
survey favored banning assault weapons.

Preventing gun deaths, whether by suicide, 
crime, personal disputes or the demented dreams 
of mass slayers, is an essential duty for any 
civilized society. The United States is far behind 
in this when compared to the rest of the devel-
oped world. Part of the reason seems to lie in 
two facts.

The first is that America ranks first by far in 
firearm death rates among comparable high-in-
come countries (see healthdata.org). Our rate is 
13 times greater than France’s, for example, and 
22 times greater than the European Union’s as a 

whole. 
The second is that we also rank number one, 

by an incredible margin, in the possession of 
firearms per person. We own 46 percent of the 
world’s civilian-owned guns, yet make up only 
five percent of its population, according to pbs.
org/newshour. 

This connection between gun ownership and 
gun deaths likewise applies to compari-
sons among states within the U.S. Nine 
of the 10 states with the most permissive 
gun laws have gun death rates that are 
far above the national average (see El-
bie Bentley at visualcapitalist.com). Gun 
fatalities in eight of the 10 with the most 
restrictive regulations, on the other hand, 
are well below average.

And yet we’re all aware of the many in-
cidents in which gun owners with firearms have 
saved themselves and others. The explanation 
for this seeming contradiction lies, I believe, in 
something I heard from a conservative econom-
ics professor of mine many years ago: “That 
which is true of the part is not necessarily true 
of the whole.” 

He used a football game as an example. When 
one fan in the audience stands up, he can see the 
game better. But when everyone does likewise, 
they’re all worse off.

One person with a gun has an advantage. But 
as more and more others follow his/her exam-
ple, the correlation between guns and gun deaths 
takes its toll. We can see it not just in homi-
cides, but also in the most common form of gun 
death, which is, as noted above, suicide.

Reasonable regulations that respect the right 
to own firearms for recreation and self-protec-
tion are only part of the answer. The deeper 
problem is the fears that lie behind America’s 
extraordinary rate of gun ownership. The solu-
tion requires us to heal our society’s social, 
cultural and political wounds. When that hap-
pens, people will no longer believe that guns 
will make us safer.

Lowell Harp is a retired school psychologist 
who served school districts in Ogle County. His 
column runs monthly in The Ogle County Life. 
For previous articles, you can follow him on 
Facebook at http://fb.me/lowellharp.
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MOMENTS IN 
TIME

Waiting on spring

LIFE letters' policy
Concise letters are most likely to be 

chosen for publication, but the use of any 
material is at the discretion of management. 
All letters must be signed or they will not 
be considered for publication.

During election times, no letters written 
by the candidates endorsing themselves 
will be considered for publication.

Editing may be necessary for space, 
clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but 
ideas will not be altered. Writers are urged 
to use discretion and refrain from sarcasm 
or personal attacks. 

Criticism of individuals or organizations 
that is not broached tactfully will jeop-
ardize the publication of a letter. Letters 
will be published in the order that they 
are received, unless there is a time factor 
involved, space permitting.

WELL in only a 
couple of days we 
will know if March 

comes in like a lion or a lamb. 
Not sure what your preference 
is, but I’ve never eaten a 
lion. But I’ve been told 
you have to eat an ele-
phant one bite at a time. 
That or have some Tums 
ready.

According to the 
Farmers Almanac, March 
looks stormy and cold. 
Apparently all month 
as they predict a snowy 
start to April. Looks like I may 
have to give up hope getting my 
potatoes planted by Good Friday. 
No need to worry, I’ve found 
over the years that particular say-
ing is nothing more than an old 
wives tale. Of course I’ve often 
wondered…Don’t new wives 
have any tales?

What all this means in reality 
is that I’m not putting my snow 
shovel away and looking for my 
hoe just yet. Of course I might 
look awfully funny mowing my 
yard in the snow.

The Environmental Protection 
Agency announced a proposed 
rule to designate perfluorooctnoic 
acid (PFOA) and perfluorooc-
tanesulfonic acid (PFOS), the two 
most common per- and polyflu-
oralkyl substances (PFAS), as 
hazardous materials under the 
Comprehensive Environmental 
Response, Compensation, and 
Liability Act (CERCLA).

CERCLA is the federal law 
that provides a federal “Super-
fund” to clean up uncontrolled 
or abandoned hazardous waste 
sites as well as accidents, spills 
and other emergency releases of 
pollutants and contaminants into 

the environment.
Through CERCLA, EPA 

has the power to seek out those 
parties responsible for any release 
and ensure their cooperation 

in the cleanup. CERCLA 
imposes liability on parties 
responsible for, in whole or 
in part, the presence of haz-
ardous substances at a site.

Since PFAS chemicals 
are known as “forever 
chemicals,” they don’t 
easily break down over 
time and can be transported 
through rain run-off, which 

means they have been found in 
surface water and groundwater 
aquifers.

PFOA and PFOS have been 
voluntarily phased out by U.S. 
manufacturers for the most part 
but are still in limited use in prod-
ucts ranging from stain-resistant 
clothing and furniture to cook-
ware and food packaging.

Farmers and ranchers do not 
produce PFOA or PFOS; howev-
er, these chemicals can be found 
in the water that has been provid-
ed to their livestock and crops. In 
certain areas of the country, PFAS 
levels have risen in milk, beef 
and row crops.

Another source of PFAS 
contamination on farms comes 
from the use of soil amendments 
(biosolids, paper byproducts), 
a practice that has long been 
supported and encouraged by 
the EPA. Farmers would never 
intentionally spread PFAS. Food 
safety is their top priority. But 
society is learning that PFAS is 
all around us, including on farms 
and ranches.

To date, PFAS has been de-
tected on some farms, along with 
many other sites, but farmers do 

not manufacture or knowingly 
spread PFAS on their farms. Cur-
rently, farmers in Maine. Michi-
gan and New Mexico are severely 
impacted by PFAS detection.

It’s important that farmers 
are not held responsible for the 
presence of PFAS chemicals that 
they did not produce or intention-
ally use.

Additionally, a Superfund 
designation could devastate land 
values and leave farmers with 
land that they are unable to use. 
Under CERCLA, clean-up funds 
are disseminated based on a 
priority list, and it is likely that 
farmland would be the last in line 
to receive such assistance.

The proposed rule would re-
quire anyone who releases certain 
levels of PFOA and PFOS into 
soil or water to report it to federal 
or tribal authorities. The goal of 
this rule is to force responsible 
parties to take remedial actions 
and pay for the cleanup of a 
contaminated site. While EPA 
has stated that the intent of this 
rule is to hold the producers and 
users of these chemicals account-
able, there is no language in this 
rulemaking that protects inno-
cent landowners who passively 
receive these chemicals.

It is important for farmers to 
let their Congressional repre-
sentatives know how this affects 
their farm and find means that 
work without negatively affecting 
farm values and profitability.

When I was a younger man 
the old timers used to tease me 
at weddings by saying “you’re 
next!” They stopped when I start-
ed saying the same thing to them 
at funerals.

Ron Kern is the manager of the 
Ogle County Farm Bureau.

Ron Kern

Lowell Harp

* On March 6, 1475, Michelangelo Buonar-
roti, the greatest of the Italian Renaissance 
artists, is born in Caprese. His most important 
early work was the Pieta (1498), a traditional 
type of devotional sculpture that showed the 
body of Christ in the lap of the Virgin Mary.

* On March 7, 161 A.D., Marcus Aurelius 
became emperor of Rome at the age of 39, 
after the death of his predecessor, Antoninus 
Pius, and after patiently waiting more than 20 
years to assume that role. He was extremely 
popular, and his reign would later be recalled 
as a “golden age.”

* On March 9, 1562, kissing in public was 
banned in Naples, Italy, and actually punishable 
by death, but not for reasons of morality. Rather, 
it was part of an effort to halt the spread of a 
plague throughout Europe. Perhaps unsurpris-
ingly, the legislation failed to achieve its goal.

* On March 8, 1941, Hugh Mulcahy, a pitcher 
for the Philadelphia Phillies, gained national 
attention when he became the first major league 
baseball player to be drafted into the Army. He 
continued to pitch during his service, which 
lasted for four years, before he returned to his 
old team.

* On March 6, 1986, American painter Geor-
gia O’Keeffe, whose work included large-for-
mat paintings of natural forms, especially 
flowers and bones, died at age 98. She had 
continued painting, with the help of assistants, 
into her last years, even though nearly blind 
from macular degeneration.

* On March 9, 1985, the first-ever Adopt-a-
Highway sign is erected in Texas. Highway 69 
was adopted by the Tyler Civitan Club, which 
committed to picking up trash along a 2-mile 
stretch of the road. The program eventually 
spread across the U.S.

* On March 10, 1945, 300 American bombers 
continue to drop almost 2,000 tons of incen-
diaries on Tokyo for a second day. The attack 
destroyed large portions of the Japanese capital 
and killed 100,000 civilians.

* On March 10, 1988, Prince Charles nar-
rowly escaped death from an avalanche while 
skiing at a Swiss resort. Sadly, though he 
managed to help dig out the body of his friend 
Major Hugh Lindsay, a former aid to the Queen, 
Lindsay was declared dead on arrival at a local 
hospital. Diana, Princess of Wales, and Sarah 
Ferguson, Duchess of York, had accompanied 
Prince Charles on the trip but were not skiing 
when the avalanche occurred.

* On March 10, 2015, a copyright infringe-
ment suit filed against Pharrell Williams and 
Robin Thicke led to a record payout of $7.3 
million to the family of Marvin Gaye. Williams 
and Thicke had copied from Gaye’s 1977 hit 
“Got to Give It Up.”

* On March 11, 2020, the World Health 
Organization declared that the COVID-19 
outbreak was a pandemic, citing more than 
118,000 cases of the coronavirus illness in over 
110 countries and territories around the world.

(c) 2023 King Features Synd., Inc. 

Surprising facts about 
America and guns
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3312 River Road
Sterling, IL 

(815)626-4041

1309 N.Galena Ave.
Dixon, IL 61021
(815)285-5857

Quality Products... Compassionate Care
“Compassionate Care… Quality Products”

When It Comes To Your Health 
Trust The Professionals

• Oxygen Rental • Seat Lift Chairs • Blood Pressure Monitoring Devices
• Sleep Disorder Supplies • Hospital Bed Rentals • Shower Aids 

• Daily Living Aids • Wheelchairs & Scooters • Mastectomy Products 
• Equipment Service & Repair • Wound Care Products • Canes/Walkers

We Offer All Your Home Health Care Needs

        RENTAL • SALES • SERVICE
                    Locally Owned • Licensed State of Illinois
                       24 HR. EMERGENCY DELIVERY
           Flexible Spending Account Eligible - Ask Us!

Funeral and Burial Prearrangement
and Prefinancing Available

303 E. Main St.
857-2611

204 S. Ottawa Ave.
288-2241

Christopher E. Jones Patrick R. Jones, Jr.

DIRECTORY OF AREA 
HUMAN SERVICES

Alcohol Abuse Counseling & Recovery
A.A. Hotline  800-452-7990
Sinnissippi Centers, Inc.
Oregon 732-3157
Rochelle  562-3801

Domestic Abuse Agency and  
24-Hour Shelter and Helpline
HOPE of Ogle County 562-8890 or 732-7796
Counseling Services, Court Advocacy, Latina Advocacy, and 
Shelter programs

Education
University of Illinois Extension-Ogle County
421 W Pines Rd, Oregon 61061 732-2191

Low Income Housing
Ogle County Housing Authority
200 W Washington, Oregon 732-1301

Habitat for Humanity of Ogle County
P.) Box 628
Oregon, IL 61061 732-6855  
 

Mental Health
Family Counseling Services 962-5585
Sinnissippi Centers, Inc. 
Oregon 732-3157
Rochelle 562-3801
The Serenity Shed Grief Services 732-2499

Senior Citizens Services
Hub City Senior Center 562-5050
Mt Morris Senior Center 734-6335
Polo Senior Center 946-3818
Rock River Center 732-3252
Oregon, IL 800-541-5479

Sexual Assault/Abuse
Rockford Sexual Assault Counseling
24-hour hotline 636-9811
412 W Washington, Oregon 732-0000

Therapeutic 
Pegasus Special Riders 973-3177

Veterans’ Services
Rock River Center 732-3252
Serenity Hospice and Home 732-2499
Medical Transportation 677-6515

Wellness Services
Ogle County Health Dept
907 Pines Rd, Oregon 562-6976
510 Lincoln Hwy, Rochelle 562-6976
Serenity Hospice and Home 732-2499

WHAT 
constitutes 
a perfect 

retirement is different 
for everyone. Some 
people may imagine 
spending their golden 
years fishing their days 
away, while others may 
aspire to finally embrace 
their inner globetrotter. 
Though individuals’ 
retirement dreams differ, 
every retiree will need 
money, which only un-
derscores the importance 
of a wise and disciplined 
approach to money man-
agement.

Average life ex-
pectancies have risen 
considerably over the 
last several decades. 
According to estimates 
from the United Nations 
Population Division, the 
average life expectancy 
in Canada for both sexes 
is just under 83 years, 
while it’s slightly more 
than 79 in the United 
States. Those figures 
are a welcome sign, but 
they may inspire a little 
fear among seniors who 

are concerned that they 
might outlive their mon-
ey. No one knows how 
long they will live, but 
everyone can embrace a 
handful of money man-
agement strategies to 
increase the chances that 
they won’t feel a finan-
cial pinch in retirement.

• Study up on the tax 
implications of with-
drawing from your re-
tirement accounts. Every 
retirement investment 
vehicle, whether it’s an 
IRA or a 401(k), has tax 
implications. Money 
withdrawn too early may 
incur tax penalties, and 
even money withdrawn 
long past retirement age 
could elevate retirees 
into a new tax bracket 
that could prove costly. 
A financial advisor can 
help retirees determine 
the tax implications of 
withdrawing money 
from their retirement 
accounts and may even 
develop a detailed 
guideline of when with-
drawals should be made 
and how much should 

be withdrawn in a given 
year in order to mini-
mize tax liabilities.

• Prioritize your own 
needs. Though retirees, 
particularly those with 
children and grandchil-
dren, may feel an obliga-
tion to help their fami-
lies in difficult financial 
times, generosity can be 
very costly for adults 
who have stopped work-
ing. Retirees may or may 
not have opportunities 
to generate new income, 
and even those who 
do likely won’t make 
enough to meet their dai-
ly financial needs. Given 
that reality, retirees must 
prioritize their own fi-
nancial needs, including 
their immediate needs 
and those they will 
have for the rest of their 
lives. Though it might 
be difficult to turn down 
loved ones’ requests for 
financial help, retirees 
must make sure they can 
pay their bills and main-
tain a quality of life that 
won’t jeopardize their 
long-term health.

Money management tips for retirees

• Examine your 
housing situation. Equity 
in a home is a feather in 
the cap of many retir-
ees. Retirees who own 
their homes and live 
in locations with high 
property taxes might be 
able to cash in on their 
equity by selling their 
homes and downsizing 
to a smaller home with 
lower property taxes. If 
moving is not a consid-
eration, discuss a reverse 
mortgage with a finan-
cial advisor. A trusted 
financial advisor can 
highlight the advantages 
and disadvantages of re-
verse mortgages, which 

are a great option for 
some people to improve 
their financial well-being 
in retirement.

• Stick to a bud-
get during retirement. 
The U.S. Department 
of Health and Human 
Services reports that 
roughly 70 percent of 
individuals who turn 65 
will need long-term care 
in their lifetimes. That’s 
just one expense retirees 
must budget for, and it’s 
more sizable than some 
people may recognize. 
In fact, the Fidelity 
Retiree Health Care Cost 
Estimate found that the 
average retired couple 

age 65 in 2022 will 
need roughly $315,000 
to cover health care 
expenses in retirement. 
And health care costs are 
just one of many expens-
es retirees can expect 
to have. Budgeting and 
avoiding overspending 
can ensure retirees have 
the money they need 
when they need it.

No one wants to 
outlive their money 
in retirement. Various 
strategies can help retir-
ees effectively manage 
their money so they can 
enjoy their golden years 
without having to worry 
about their finances.  

T HE  burden 
on health 
care costs in 

retirement could be 
a significant hurdle 
for retirees without 

a sizable nest egg or 
effective strategy to 
cover such expens-
es. 

According to the 
Fidelity Retiree 

Did you know? 
Health Care Cost 
Estimate, an aver-
age retired couple 
aged 65 in 2022 
could need around 
$315,000 after taxes 
to cover their health 
care expenses in 
retirement. Thought 
traditional retire-
ment goals like fi-
nancing travel or re-
locating to a warmer 
climate are worthy 
pursuits, it’s vital 
that individuals of 
all ages, including 
those on the cusp of 
retirement, recog-
nize the importance 
of saving for health 
care expenses as 
well. Such expens-
es, which include 
medication costs, 
are easy to take for 
granted when in-
dividuals are still 
working. 

However, Fidelity 
notes that generics, 
branded drugs and 
specialty drugs ac-
count for roughly 17 
percent of retirement 
health care expens-
es. That equates to 
around $53,500 that 
might be needed to 
pay for medication 
alone. 
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Serving Older Adults and Their Families Throughout Ogle County

Senior Information Service 
• Transportation

Medicare Counseling 
• Caregiver Services

Education/Recreation/Trips & Tours

Community Partner

(815) 732-3252
(800) 541-5479

www.rockrivercenter.org
810 South 10th St., Oregon

Monday - Friday: 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
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Live life to the FULLESTFULLEST.

Live life to the fullest and get back to the life you enjoy with XCEL 
Orthopedics at Rochelle Community Hospital. Dr. Gadini Delisca leads 
our expert team to provide complete care and customized solutions 
for patients of all ages. 

Complete Orthopedic Care for all Ages 

To learn more about XCEL Orthopedics or schedule an appointment with Dr. Delisca, 
call 815-562-3784 or visit rochellehospital.com/orthopedics.

Full range of orthopedic solutions including: 
• Knee, hip, and shoulder replacement procedures
• Fracture care—splinting and casting
• Arthritis and carpal tunnel solutions
• Sports medicine 
• Hand, foot and ankle injury treatments

AGING is associated with certain 
ailments, some of which concern 
seniors more than others. One of 

the conditions many older adults worry about 
is dementia, particularly in the form of Alz-
heimer’s disease. Though there’s no cure for 
Alzheimer’s disease, recent research suggests 
reducing blood sugar may be associated with a 
lower risk.

Doctors and researchers have determined a 
link between high blood sugar levels and the 
formation of dementia, which includes a loss of 
memory and thinking skills that afflicts mil-
lions of older people. A 2013 study published 
in the New England Journal of Medicine found 
that, even when diabetes was not evident, there 
is a correlation between sugar and dementia. A 
blood sugar level above normal levels (depend-
ing on activity level and weight, among other 
factors) can contribute to an elevated risk of 
developing dementia. Furthermore, a longitudi-
nal study published in 2018 in the journal Dia-
betologia, which followed 5,189 people over 10 
years, found those with high blood sugar had a 
faster rate of cognitive decline than those with 
normal blood sugar — whether or not those 
blood sugar levels classified the people as be-
ing diabetic.

The link could be due to an enzyme that 
breaks down insulin. Insulin-degrading en-
zyme, a product of insulin that breaks down 
both insulin and amyloid proteins in the brain, 
which are the same proteins that can lead to 
Alzheimer’s disease, is a factor in the connec-
tion to dementia. Melissa Schilling, a professor 
at New York University, reviewed studies and 
found that people who have type 1 diabetes and 
don’t produce enough insulin can’t break down 
the amyloid proteins naturally. Furthermore, 
those who take insulin to treat diabetes can end 
up with a surplus of insulin in the body. The 
insulin-degrading enzyme gets used up trying 
to break the surplus down. This doesn’t leave 
enough enzyme to tackle amyloid brain clump-
ing proteins. These same scenarios can occur in 
people if their blood sugar levels are elevated, 
even if they don’t have diabetes yet.

Data published by Harvard Health Pub-
lishing indicates “any incremental increase in 
blood sugar was associated with an increased 
risk of dementia.” Individuals who have ele-
vated blood sugar levels, or roughly 100 mg/
dL or higher after a fast, can tame sugar levels 
by exercising, losing weight and shifting away 
from highly refined grains. Individuals also 
may want to favor a Mediterranean style of 
eating, which focuses on fish, olive oil, fruits, 
vegetables, and beans over a processed carbo-
hydrate- and sugar-laden diet.

High blood sugar is another factor linked to 
the formation of Alzheimer’s disease and other 
dementias. Making lifestyle changes can keep 
seniors healthy throughout their golden years.  

Lowering blood 
sugar may reduce 
Alzheimer’s risk

PHYSICAL activity is an important compo-
nent of overall health. Health experts advise 
that exercise can increase lean body mass, 

prevent conditions like diabetes and cardiovascu-
lar disease, improve balance, and positively affect 
mental health/cognition. Exercise also can foster 
socialization with others, helping people overcome 
boredom and isolation.

As individuals get older, they may not be able to 
participate in all of the activities they enjoyed as 
youths, but that doesn’t mean older adults must resign 
themselves to sedentary lifestyles. There are plenty 
of entertaining ways to remain physically active that 
can accommodate any limitations a person may have. 
Explore these methods for staying active.
Explore senior center offerings

Community senior centers often fill calendars with 
a vast array of activities, some of which can include 
physical activities. Hikes, walking tours, dances, 
and other activities all serve as entertaining ways to 
get out and about while meeting some fitness goals.
Garden or do yard work

The Office of Disease Prevention and Health 
Promotions says adults should get 150 minutes of 

moderate exercise per week. Raking leaves, mowing 
the lawn, digging in flower beds, trimming bushes, 
and other outdoor tasks could help a person meet this 
quota in a way that doesn’t seem like exercise at all. 
Play games with grandchildren

Little kids may inspire older adults to be more 
active, as it can be difficult to keep up with those 
youngsters. Take infants or toddlers for walks or push 
them in strollers. Attach a child seat or towing carriage 
to a bicycle and ride around the neighborhood. Play 
games that require movement, such as hide-and-seek 
or Marco Polo in the pool. If it’s snowing, have a 
snowball fight or make a snowman in the yard.
Take up a new hobby

Find hobbies that incorporate physical activity. 
Perhaps learning to salsa dance or taking Zumba™ 
will be fun? Pickleball has caught on across the 
nation. The sport is a mix of tennis, racquetball 
and badminton that caters to all ages. Joining a 
bowling team is another way to get active and meet 
new people.

Physical activity is important at any age. Seniors 
can explore fun ways to stay in shape and be active 
to reap all the benefits of exercise.  

Fun ways for seniors to stay active
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SAN ANTONIO, Tex. 
— On Thursday, Feb. 16, 
Dr. PJ Caposey was among 
four nationwide finalists to 
be considered for the title 
of the National Superin-
tendent of the Year. The 
recognition is announced 
annually at the National 
Conference on Education 
which took place in San 
Antonio, Texas this year. 
Kevin McGowan of Brigh-
ton Schools from New York 
was ultimately named the 
winner. 

Caposey is in his 10th 
year of employment for 
Meridian CUSD 223 and 
was the fifth superintendent 
in three calendar years 
when he was first named 
to his current position. 
Since his arrival, Meridian 
has passed two referenda, 
regained financial stability 
and has been recognized 
nationally multiple times 

for different academic and 
technological achieve-
ments. 

In addition to his work 
within the district, Caposey 
represents Meridian at the 
national level by frequently 
speaking and sharing les-
sons learned while in the 
district. He has also worked 
in the education department 
for three universities while 
at Meridian, has authored 

nine books, and works 
in a myriad of capacities 
for the Illinois Principals’ 
Association. 

Dr Caposey noted, “This 
was a once-in-a-career 
opportunity and I worked 
hard to soak up every min-
ute of the experience. Dr. 
McGowan is a great man 
and leader and more than 
worthy of this recognition. 
I am proud to have this 

opportunity to represent 
Meridian 223 on the nation-
al stage.” Caposey added 
that every winner of the 
award in the past decade has 
come from a district at least 
twice as large as Meridian 
and he felt proud to give 
voice to the work being 
done in small town and 
rural districts throughout 
the country. 

AASA, the School Su-
perintendent’s Association, 
annually names a National 
Superintendent of the Year. 
The process is rigorous and 
requires any individual ap-
plying for the top honor to 
have been recognized first 
by their state organization. 
In Illinois that recognition 
is provided by the Illinois 
Association for School Ad-
ministrators which named 
Dr. Caposey the Illinois 
winner in November of 
2022. 

LOCAL NEWS

815-732-3101  |  www.oregonpark.org
Find us on Facebook!

Spring Break Day at Lorado Taft!
Tuesday, March 28 from 8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.; $25R/$30NR;  

Enjoy a day at Lorado Taft with games, hikes, archery and a delicious lunch prepared by Taft.

Kids Yoga with Kara SchabackerKids Yoga with Kara Schabacker – Wednesdays 3/1-3/22  
2:30-3:20 p.m. $40R/$48NR or $13 weekly drop in
Adult Yin Restorative YogaAdult Yin Restorative Yoga – Wednesdays 3/1-3/22 6-7:15 p.m. 
$40R/$48NR or $13 weekly drop in
 
NEW WATER YOGANEW WATER YOGA – Reservations Required –  
Water Aerobics Punch
Wednesdays 11:45 a.m.-12:30 p.m. or 4:50-5:40 p.m.
Aqua yoga adapts the postures and principles of yoga,  
including breathing and mindfulness, to an aquatic environment.  
It is said to be a particularly relaxing, soothing and restorative 
form of yoga due to the effect on the body of being in water.  
Because the buoyancy of the water in Aqua yoga allows the stress  
of weight to be taken off of the joints, this can make some asanas,  
such as balancing or standing postures, feel much easier. It may also  
help the yogi to find their optimum stretch.
 
Saturday Morning Tai ChiSaturday Morning Tai Chi
Beginner 8:15-9 a.m. or Practioner 9:15-10 a.m. $24R/$29NR
 
Join us at Circa’21 on April 12 for Grumpy Old MenJoin us at Circa’21 on April 12 for Grumpy Old Men
10 a.m.-4 p.m. $58R/$68NR
 
Spring Brunch & Mimosas at Cork & TapSpring Brunch & Mimosas at Cork & Tap
Saturday, March 25 9:30 or 10:30 a.m. seating $25R/$30 NR
Help us kick off spring with breakfast and  
then enjoy shopping in town. Brunch will  
feature quiche and cinnamon roll from  
Jen’s Artisan Breads, Raspberry Lemonade  
Cheesecake from Cheesekake Ko. and  
fresh fruit paired with a flight of mimosas.  
After enjoying breakfast leave with discount  
cards to visit local businesses!
 
Learn to Make Spring Lettuce WrapsLearn to Make Spring Lettuce Wraps
Enjoy learning to cook and take home your creations  
with Lynnie’s Kitchen at Cork & Tap.
Wednesday, March 22 from 6-7:30 p.m.
$38R/$45NR
 
5th & 6th Grade Lock In at Nash5th & 6th Grade Lock In at Nash
Friday, March 10 from 8-10 p.m.
$4R/$5NR
Swimming, gym time, games and snacks

Join us in the  
Children’s  

 Center!
Open house for 2023-24 School 

year, Feb. 28 from 4-6 p.m.
REGISTRATION OPENS  
SATURDAY, MARCH 4  

at 7:30 a.m.

SPRING SOCCER  SPRING SOCCER  
DEADLINES  DEADLINES  
MARCH 1  MARCH 1  

FOR ALL AGES!FOR ALL AGES!

02
27

20
23

Meridian’s Caposey comes up 
just shy of nation’s top honor

OREGON  — On 
Feb. 10 at 5:48 p.m. 
depu t i e s  conduc ted 
a traffic stop at Cen-
ter Road and Illinois 
Route  38 .  Af te r  an 
investigation, deputies 
arrested Marco Her-
n a n d e z - M a n d u j a n o , 
29, of Rochelle for no 
valid driver’s license. 
Hernandez-Manduja-
no was released on a 
signature I-Bond with 
a future court  date. 
Hernandez-Manduja-
no was  a l so  i s sued 
citations for window 
tint and no front reg-
istration.

On Feb. 10 at ap-
prox imate ly  4  p .m. 
deputies conducted a 
traffic stop at the in-
tersection of Jeffery 
Avenue and Erickson 
Road in Hillcrest after 
investigating a driving 
complaint. The vehi-
cle disobeyed audible 
sirens and emergency 
lights and continued 
traveling before pull-
ing in to an address 

on Jefferson Avenue. 
After an investigation, 
deputies placed Dom-
inic G. Larson, 27, of 
Franklin Grove, under 
arrest for driving under 
the influence and pos-
session of a controlled 
substance. Larson was 
additionally cited for 
fleeing to elude and 
speeding. Larson was 
transported to the Ogle 
County Jail, where he 
was held pending an 
appearance before a 
judge. 

On Feb. 11 at 12:03 
a.m. deputies conduct-
ed a traffic stop on 
Illinois Route 251 at  
Illinois Route 64. Af-
ter an investigation, 
Byadunia  Malembe, 
24, of Houston, Texas 
was arrested for no 
valid driver’s license. 
Malembe was released 
on a signature I-Bond 
wi th  a  fu ture  cour t 
date. Malembe was also 
issued a citation for an 
inoperable registration 
light.

OGLE COUNTY SHERIFF
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ADVERTISE YOUR 
BUSINESS HERE!
Great Rate - Great Spot!

Call Mike @ 815-561-2124 or email 
mfeltes@oglecountylife.com

01252021

Jenn Goley
630-732-6858

Carla Benesh
815-985-6235

Mark True
815-631-1699

Lori Peterson
815-973-2180

JD Gieson
815-677-1873

Stephanie Wendt
815-985-2055

Merri Cruz
815-988-7947

Rebecca Hazzard
Designated Managing Broker/Owner

815-509-8432

Carrie Rowland
815-677-8656

Erin Spence
815-262-5555

Boone Lockard
815-970-3506

Ashley Patterson
815-291-6308

Jenny Kirchner
815-440-2145

Josie Kuss
815-994-1079

Taylor Miller
815-751-8943

Casey Cline
217-840-8855

Jamie Pendergrass
815-243-4310

Becky Adams
815-509-5837

Kierra Moore 
815-238-3902

RockValleyProperties.com
Each office is independently owned & operated.

NEW LISTING!
4874 Antioch Drive Rockford $179,900 Call Taylor

Welcome to 4874 Antioch Dr, a beautifully maintained home located in a quiet 
neighborhood. This charming 3-bedroom, 2-bathroom ranch-style home boasts 
many features that are sure to impress. As you enter the home, you are greeted 
with a spacious living room that flows into the open-concept dining area and family 
room areas. The master bedroom features an en-suite full bathroom. Two additional 
bedrooms provide ample space for a growing family, home office, or guest room. A 
second full bathroom with a bathtub and shower combo completes the living space. 
The spacious backyard features a large deck perfect for summer barbecues, a newer 
above ground pool, and a fenced-in yard for privacy and security. The home also 
has a two-car attached garage and a partially finished basement that is awaiting 
your final touches. This home is conveniently located near shopping, dining, and 
entertainment options, as well as easy access to major highways for commuting. 
Don’t miss out on the opportunity to make this beautiful home yours!

606 E Washington St., Oregon, IL

815-732-9100

 Josie Kuss          Boone Lockard   Taylor Miller       Becky Adams   Carla Benesh

   Jenny Kirchner     Jamie Pendergrass  Lori Peterson

       Erin Spence              Mark True  Stephanie Wendt

         JD Gieson            Rebecca Hazard

Congratulations to our 2022 RE/MAX Award Winners! Our office is proud to be home to so many of the area’s top producers!

508 N. 6th Street, Oregon  
NOW $230,000 Call Lori

Grand, family friendly home. Here is your opportunity to 
live in a neighborhood with many grand homes. This house 
on .60 acres is a mix of old world charm and huge modern 
family room. Features include 9 foot ceilings, 2 wood burning 
fireplaces, built in hutch and cabinetry, living room with historic 
tin ceiling, light fixtures from the original period. Outside 
you will have a beautiful lot, great views, wood deck, huge 3 
season porch with vaulted ceiling. The garage is 28 x 48 feet 
plus a 6 foot overhang on the north side. The 2 overhead doors 
are 8.75’ x 8.75’,so bring your bigger vehicles. So many people 
looking for oversized garages!! Don’t miss out on this gem.

504 N. Stanton Street, Davis  
NOW $325,000 Call Rebecca
Purchase with 511 N. Stanton Street for $500,000!

THE REAL MCCOY’S, IS A REAL DEAL! If you are looking for the 
quintessential, turnkey, small town bar- look no further! The Real McCoy’s 
has been a community staple for over 11 years with a longstanding history of 
great food and a great atmosphere. Being sold completely turnkey including 
all bar fixtures and equipment, the property has many updates including 
roof, HVAC, bar coolers, flooring, bar top, direct pour beer system, electric 
and plumbing. Spacious kitchen with prep area was also redone in the last 3 
years with all new equipment. There is dining seating for 60 and bar seating 
for 15. Outdoor beer garden area recently finished and fenced, ready for 
entertainment! Extra income from the apartment upstairs with long term 
tenant. Full list of equipment and recent years financials available to qualified 
buyers. Dad’s Bar and Grill in Davis may also be purchased along with this 
establishment. Call today for more information on this excellent investment!

511 N. Stanton Street Davis  
NOW $200,000 Call Rebecca

Purchase with 504 N Stanton Street Davis for $500,000
OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS: DAD’S BAR AND GRILL IS FOR SALE! Here 
is your chance to own a turnkey, local favorite in Davis. This bar has been 
community staple offering a great bar atmosphere and grill. All equipment 
and fixtures are included with the sale as well an additional lot next door 
and income producing apartment on the second floor. Many, many updates 
have been done the last five years including: bathrooms, electrical, flooring 
and deck. The bar area features new coolers, new prep table, new hood, 
new grill and seating for 30. There are 5 gaming machines in this bar for 
additional income. The outdoor deck and additional lot both would make 
great places for expansion of outdoor seating and dining area. Call for more 
information today!
 

610 S. Division Ave., Polo  
NOW $330,000 Call Rebecca

CEDARSTONE BUILDING IS BEING OFFERED FOR SALE! 
Opportunity knocks and those opportunities are endless with 
this property featuring a large banquet hall and commercial 
kitchen. This property once operated as a bar and reception 
hall with parking on site for 50+ vehicles and seating for nearly 
300. There is a full service banquet area with vaulted ceilings 
along with a separate area with seating for nearly 40. This 
space can also be opened up to make one large banquet 
space. Kitchen equipment and fixtures are all included. 
Basement has 12 foot ceilings and offers great storage space. 
Bring your ideas and call for a showing today! Sold As Is.

BY GEORGE HOWE
CORRESPONDENT

BYRON — Swimming has to be one of the most 
taxing sports on the body. It takes a special kind of 
athlete to endure the sacrifices made like long hours 
getting yardage and sets in.  In order to stay compet-
itive, aquatic enthusiasts need to be in the pool year 
round. It’s not for everyone. 

Proof in point, the Byron High School swim team 
has been a co-op for many years with the opportunity 
to pick from eight schools. Yet, this season’s squad 
features just 10 swimmers and no divers, where 
most teams have 20 members. Under the direction 
of first-year Head Coach Carrie Bell, she recently 
led her team to a third-place finish, missing second 
by a mere two points (199.5) behind runner-up 

Hononegah (201.5) and champion DeKalb (230) 
at the Rockford Jefferson Sectional. 

It’s a testament to Bell’s leadership style and 
communication regardless of how many are on 
the team. 

“We are small, but we are mighty,” Bell said. “I 
coach to point out things that need to be worked on 
or changed. Most of these swimmers have the ability 
to grab onto the water and along with technique that 
needs to be on point helps them to avoid spinning 
their wheels and using up needed energy. I try to 
make sure as competitors that they are enjoying 
their experiences and can have fun while working 
hard to be successful.”

That was apparent at sectionals where the boys 
were champions in over half the events including; 
the 200 IM medley relay with a time of 1:37.95 that 
featured seniors Levi Schamper (Stillman Valley), 

Nathan Bell, Tyson Politsch (both of Byron) and 
freshman Gage Helfrich (Dixon). Helfrich also won 
the 500-yard freestyle in 4:54.93. Schamper won the 
100 butterfly in 51.16 seconds. Bell took the 200 IM 
in 1:59.96 and Politsch won the 100 breaststroke in 
59.69 seconds. All advanced to the IHSA State finals 
held on Feb. 25 at the FMC Natatorium in Westmont. 
This new location built in 2022, features an Olym-
pic-size competition pool. Bell’s accomplishments 
didn’t go unnoticed by the rest of the coaches as she 
was named sectional coach of the year. 

“Carrie is an impactful coach and did a good job 
of getting the team tuned in at the right time,” Byron 
Athletic Director Jim Kann said. “She is very deserving 
of this award and we are all very proud and happy for 
her and the team.”

See SWIM page 2

Byron swimming: ‘We are small, but we are mighty’Byron swimming: ‘We are small, but we are mighty’

10-swimmer team recently finished 3rd at sectional
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Compton, IL • 815-343-8047
• 24/7 Light/Medium Duty Towing & Recovery

• Mobile Auto Truck Repair
• Emergency Roadside Assistance

• Jump Starts
• Fuel Delivery

• Flat Tire Changes
• Lock Out Service

• Secure Impound Yard

12
19

20
22

SERVICE CALL SPECIAL
$2995 ANY 

BRAND
We Service All Makes & Models. Test & check.

Over 30 Years Experience.
AFFORDABLE WATER

815-625-3426
Toll Free: 877-353-7638

Stillman Valley High School Presents “Oliver!”
Show-times are as follows:

Thu., March 2, 7:00 pm | Friday, March 3, 7:00 pm
Sat., March 4, 2:00 pm &  7:00 pm | Sun.,  March 5, 2:00 pm

Tickets can be purchased at https://gofan.co/app/school/IL22507

From page 1

Now with the reality of 
going to state, Schamper 
and mates can take it all 
in with the possibility of 
standing on the podium 
at day’s end. 

“Going to state is a lot 
less stressful knowing 

that we made it and can 
now take a deep breath 
knowing that our hours 
put in has paid off,” 
Schamper said. “Person-
ally, it’s a dream come 
true and I wouldn’t want 
to do it with and other 
guys or coach. She is 
like a mother to all of us 

and has great energy. We 
always want to do our best 
for her and ourselves.” 

The respect and close-
ness of this group for their 
leader was never more 
apparent than when after 
an invitational hosted and 
won by the TigerSharks 
and the traditional victo-

Freshman Gage Helfrich (Dixon) is a member of this year’s Byron High School 
swim team that recently finished third at the Rockford Jefferson Sectional. 
(Courtesy photo)

rious jumping in the pool, 
they pulled their coach 
in too. 

“Coach has meant a 
lot to us and took over 
so we could compete,” 
Helfrich said. 

“This is such a great 
group of boys that I’m for-
tunate enough to coach,” 
Bell said. “I’m very proud 
of all of them and I’m 
optimistic for our chances 
at state.”

At right, Nathan Bell is 
a member of this year’s 
Byron High School 
swim team that recent-
ly finished third at the 
Rockford Jefferson 
Sectional. (Courtesy 
photo)

The Byron High School swim team has been a co-op for many years with the 
opportunity to pick from eight schools. This season’s squad features just 10 
swimmers and no divers, where most teams have 20 members. (Photo by George 
Howe)

SWIM: Team commends coach for stellar season

Forreston boys 
hoops falls to 
AFC

On Feb. 17 on the road, 
the Forreston varsity boys 
basketball team fell 49-44 
to Ashton-Franklin Cen-
ter. The Cardinals were led 
in scoring by Kendall Erd-

AREA SPORTS
mann (13 points) and Pay-
ton Encheff (11 points). 
Oregon’s Wight 
finishes 31st at 
state

The Oregon High 
School girls bowling sea-
son officially came to a 
close Feb. 18 at the IHSA 

State Finals at The Cherry 
Bowl with Oregon senior 
Ava Wight rolling a 2,346 
12-game series (195.5 
average), good enough 
for a 31st place finish. On 
Friday, Ava rolled games 
of 181, 182, 212, 211, 
153, 184 for a 1,123 
series and a 57th-place 
position. She rebounded 
on Saturday with games 
of 223, 224, 176, 237, 
168, 195 for a 1,223 series 
climbing into a 31st place 
finish. Through the course 
of the tournament she 
set three girls all-time 
second high Oregon his-
torical marks: individual 
place 31st (Ava 20th, 
2022), six-game series 
1,223 (1,225 – Samman-
tha Meyers, 2020) and 
12-game series 2,346 
(Ava 2,394, 2022).

Scores
Girls varsity 
basketball

Feb. 11: Stillman Val-
ley 42, Alleman 35

Feb. 21: Stillman Val-
ley 59, Marian Central 
Catholic 47 (SV moves 
on to face Byron Feb. 23)

Boys varsity 
basketball

Feb. 16: Rockford 
Christian 87, Stillman 
Valley 56
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BY ANDY COLBERT
CORRESPONDENT

POLO – It was going to be an uphill climb for the 
Polo girls basketball team against state-ranked Oran-
geville at the Class 1A sectional. In a 55-27 loss, the 
Marcos got off to a slow start and never recovered. 
Polo turned the ball over on first seven possessions 
and missed their first eight shots.

“Nerves were a big part,” Polo coach Jason Grobe 
said. “It was awesome seeing the crowd and the 
atmosphere was great.”

It was a packed house for Polo (18-12) in their 
first sectional appearance since 2008. After Oran-
geville built up an 11-3 first quarter lead, the home 
crowd never was a factor.

Polo’s all-time leading scorer Lindee Poper gave 
the Marcos their first point five minutes into the 
game on a free throw. Freshman Camrynn Jones, 
another star in the making, added a basket on a drive 

to the hoop against 6-foot-3 Whitney Sullivan for 
the only other points in the quarter.

She also had consecutive plays of a steal, blocked 
shot and another steal to help keep Orangeville’s 
lead at 4-0 midway through the first quarter. The 
staunch 1-3-1 zone then caused the Broncos to 
miss nine of their next 10 shots before sophomore 
guard Laney Cahoon hit a 3-pointer at the end of 
the quarter.

Grobe had a good game plan against Sullivan, 
but could not get any offense flowing against the 
ball-hawking Broncos. Polo had 22 total turnovers.

Taking a 26-10 lead into halftime, Orangeville was 
content to play a deliberate passing game, looking to 
get Sullivan open. That ball movement resulted in only 
eight turnovers for the entire contest.

Also significant was lack of fouls by both teams in 
what one referee said at halftime was a “very clean 
game”. In the first half, Orangeville had four and Polo 
three.

With Poper scoring to start the third quarter and Jones 
nailing a 3-pointer on the next possession to keep within 
30-15, there was a faint hope for a comeback. But, the 
only score the rest of the quarter was a basketball by 
Sydnei Rahn and Orangeville led 34-17, as Sullivan 
hit a 3-pointer at the buzzer.

Sullivan (22 points), Cahoon (20 points) and the only 
senior on the team, Leah Baker, continued the scoring 
onslaught in the final period before both teams emptied 
their benches with the score 50-27.

Polo was also hurt on the boards, with the Broncos 
gaining an advantage, especially offensively.

“We gave it our all, but didn’t have it tonight,” 
Grobe said.

Polo loses Poper, Bekah Zeigler, Annalise Stamm 
and Jasmine Ludewig, but returns four starters.

“Those seniors were a lot of fun to be around. I told 
the girls in the locker room, they have big shoes to fill,” 
said the first-year coach. “I walked into a good spot 
with talent at the varsity and lower levels.”

Polo falls to Orangeville at Class 1A sectional
Sectional appearance was Marcos’ first since 2008

Polo girls hoops wins regional

With a 49-43 win over Amboy on Friday, Feb. 17, the 
Polo varsity girls basketball team was crowned regional 
champions (courtesy photo)
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Whatever you’re looking for, 
these local businesses ask 
you to consider them first.

Wouldn’t you like your 
business card seen by 

28,500 people?
 CALL 815-732-2156

Accounting

Jeanette Heesaker, CPA
Masters in Business Administration 

and Finance
Certified Managerial Accountant

Accounting and Tax Services
For Business/Individual/Partnership

132 W. Second St., Suite 1 . Byron, IL 61010 

(815) 234-8100

Air Conditioning

Randy Gaul
815-946-2386

604 N. Division
Polo, Illinois 61046

HEATING AIR CONDITIONING

Gaul’s Climate Control
815-734-7314

Auto

Hank's Repair
Hank Kaiser-Owner

ASE Certified
P.O. Box 31

54 Stephenson St.
German Valley, IL 61039

Bus. ph. 815-362-3451 Cell ph. 815-238-5144
Fax ph. 815-362-2316

Auto Repair Bathtub Refinishing

PORCELAIN SPECIALISTS

PORCELAIN & FIBERGLASS REFINISHING 
AND REPAIR

TUB TILE, SINKS, SHOWER ENCLOSURES, 
FLOOR REPLACEMENT

KOHLER AUTHORIZED REPAIR

BILL CHANCE
815-247-8686 $2000 OFF  

thru 3/32/23
A TUB ABOVE THE REST

CABINETS CARPET CLEANING
3-D Carpet & 

Upholstery Cleaning

900 W. Washington St.
Oregon, IL 61061

Heather Ruchti
Ph: (815) 762-5307

Concrete

CONCRETE Construction

Mark Miller Construction
For All Your Building Needs!

Commercial/Residential Work
SERVING OGLE COUNTY FOR OVER 30 YEARS

• New Construction • Roofing • Windows • Additions

• Complete Remodeling • Siding • Painting • Interior/Exterior

• Drywall  • Flooring • Decks

Free Estimates • Lead Certified

815-761-1626

Construction

NAVARRO & SONS
Construction Company

********
Ceramic Tile • Wood Floors • Painting • Siding-
Basements • Room Additions  • Baths • Kitchens
Over 25 yrs. exp.       Custom touch      No job too big or too small
FRANK NAVARRO • OREGON / BYRON

PHONE: 815-234-7588 FAX: 815-234-7568

Free 
Estimates

Sr. Citizen 
Discount

FIVE  ALARMFIVE  ALARM

EVENTS & ENTERTAINMENT

FIREWORKS CO.FIREWORKS CO.
PYROTECHNIC DISPLAYSPYROTECHNIC DISPLAYS
PHIL GIUFFRE 773-415-4277 OREGON, ILLINOIS  

WWW.5ALARMFIREWORKS.COM 
FESTIVALS, CONCERTS, WEDDING HOMECOMINGS, CORPORATE EVENTS

FENCING

Dixon, IL

815-677-1402
Agircultural - Residential - Commercial

- Hi-tensile electric
- Woven wire
- Board rail
- Horse fence

- Vinyl fencing
- Chain link
- Split rail
- Privacy

FREE 
ESTIMATES!

Firewood

AT’s
Firewood
815-751-2255

All Hardwoods, Seasoned, 
Delivered, Stacked

Gutters HAIR CARE

HANDYMAN

C.J. HOME MAINTENANCE 
and REPAIR

We fix almost anything in and around the home!
20 Plus Years Experience

Regular and Emergency Service 24 Hours A Day
7 Days A Week

Phone 1-815-234-4511
Cell 1-815-222-6239

Byron, Oregon,
Mt. Morris Areas

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Insured FREE 

ESTIMATES

New Construction • Complete Remodels • Additions • Windows
Doors • Sunrooms • Kitchens • Basements • Baths • Garages

Dan Houston 815.871.5748 • Craig Kosch 815.566.7424

www.integrityhomeimp.com

LAWNCARE

PAINTING
WALLPAPER PAINTING STAINING

K & J
DECORATING, INC.

Specializing in painting or staining kitchen 
cabinets or woodwork.

Insured         Over 40 Years Experience

Ken Kline Cell (815) 353-5754
Stillman Valley, IL

PAINTING PET GROOMING
by

Dun Wright Grooming

• Pets Groomed at Your Home
• Less Stress on Yourself and Your Pet
• No More “Separation” Anxiety
• No More Day-Long Waits for Pets

• Cut of Your Choice
    (depends on coat condition)
• Specialty/Flea Baths Available
• Bath/Hand Blow-Drying/Toe Nails Clipped

Contact person: 815-440-4779 Pam Wright

MOBILE 
GROOMING

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

“Your Trees 
Deserve a 
Certified 
Arborist!”Serving Ogle County Since 1996

• Trimming & Removals • Climbing Specialists • Insect & Disease Control
• Planting Service • Arborist Consulting

Fully Licensed & Insured

732-4710

TREE CARE TREE SERVICE

TREE REMOVAL

Merlin Fox - 815-440-9827
merlin@illinoisdoormasters.com

SERVICING AND INSTALLING GARAGE DOORSSERVICING AND INSTALLING GARAGE DOORS

Oregon, IL

GARAGE DOORS

SERVICE CALL SPECIAL
$2995 ANY 

BRAND
We Service All Makes & Models. Test & check.

Over 30 Years Experience.
AFFORDABLE WATER

815-625-3426
Toll Free: 877-353-7638

Offer Expires 4/30/20

12212020

WATER SOFTENER

Auto

GENE GREEN
Sales Agent

Forreston Car Care
204 S Ash Ave
Forreston, IL 61030

Cell: 815-238-7966
forrestoncarcare@gmail.com
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I had hoped to 
cover Polo’s re-
gional final win 

over Amboy in girls 
basketball, but Sauk 
Valley News Sports 
Editor Ty Reynolds 
asked if I 
would cover 
Morrison vs 
Orangeville for 
him instead, as 
he planned to 
be at the Polo 
game.

In regard to 
the Morrison 
game, it was dis-
appointing to hear 
all the complaining 
aimed at the officials 
by the head coach and 
her assistant, finally 
culminating in a tech-
nical in the second 
half. I even saw a 
player stand up on 
the bench and ques-
tion a call, emulating 
learned behavior from 
the coaches.

My advice is to 
spend that time and 
energy coaching your 
team to play better. 
Anytime we are crit-
ical of others, be it 
in any aspect of life, 
we are not accepting 
responsibility for our 
own actions.

I try to be sym-
pathetic, as high-
school sports are 
emotional, especially 
in post-season play. 
Additionally, the 
assistant coach had 
two of his daughters 
playing. 

Those of you who 
are parents know 
what that can do to 
a person. Sometimes 
we say things that are 
uncharacteristic of us 
because we want so 
much for our kids to 
succeed.

I get it, but it is not 
a license for berating 
officials, whose ranks 
are thinning because 
of the verbal abuse. 
Sitting the Morri-
son cheering section 
reminded me why I 
don’t go to basket-
ball games that much 
anymore. Bottom line 
– leave the officials 
alone to do their job 
and have respect for 
the fact the games 
don’t go on without 
them.

In post-game inter-
views, I talked with 

Orangeville coach 
Jay Doyle, who also 
was their football 
coach this past sea-
son. I heard rumors 
that Orangeville and 
Freeport Aquin were 

co-oping for 
eight-man foot-
ball this fall.

He verified 
that will be the 
case, perhaps 
not shocking 
considering Or-
angeville had 
107 kids and 

Aquin 88. However, 
both teams have won 
state titles in 11-man 
football and were 
state qualifiers right 
up until joining eight-
man ball.

As I looked at the 
Orangeville cheering 
section, it looked like 
enough boys on hand 
to field an eight-man 
team. But, we have 
seen other schools 
that have plenty of 
boys without much 
interest in football.

This is the sec-
ond year of the boys 
and girls state finals 
being condensed from 
four to two weekends. 
Besides fans being 
able to watch all four 
classes on the same 
weekend, it also al-
lows the 1A/2A girls 
an extra week and 
shortens the 3A/4A 
boys by a week.

That’s a win/win, 
especially with the 
3A/4A no longer 
having to go head-
to-head against the 
NCAA tournament. 
There was a time 
when the Illinois 
high-school tourney, 
the original “March 
Madness”, was more 
popular than the 
NCAA.

It hasn’t been that 
way since the 1980s, 
though, as college 
ball began to capture 
the imagination of a 
television audience, 
starting with the 
Magic Johnson vs. 
Larry Bird champion-
ship game in 1979.

Up until that time, 
Assembly Hall was 
usually sold out for 
the boys state fi-
nal. Now, one of the 
major concerns for 
the IHSA is declining 
attendance.

Besides the in-
fluence of college 
basketball, the IHSA 
tourney lost some-
thing when it went 
from a one-class 
system to two classes 
and eventually the 
current four.

Don’t get me 
wrong. Four classes 
are more equitable 
and creates excite-
ment in places that 
would have never had 
a chance to advance 
downstate under a 
one-class system.

After boys bas-
ketball went to two 
classes in 1972, wres-
tling followed suit in 
1974. There are some 
small school wres-
tlers that would have 
preferred to stay at 
one class, as it would 
be the chance to go 
against the best in all 
of Illinois.

Prior to 1974, Da-
kota never had a state 
champ, let alone a 
medalist. Since then, 
they have crowned 49 
champions, the most 
in Class A, including 
three this past week-
end.

That’s fantastic for 
a school that small, 
but you have to won-
der how the elite of 
Dakota would have 
fared in one class. 

The first two-class 
state wrestling meet 
was memorable for 
Stillman Valley in 
that they had four 
state placers (Mark 
Johnson, Roger By-
bee, Bryan Lantz and 
Harold Hackworth) 
and took third in the 
team standings, close 
behind powerhouse 
Savanna and Den-
nis Hastert-coached 
Yorkville.

Under legendary 
coach Charlie Ander-
son, Savanna would 
go on to claim five 
more titles before the 
IHSA went to a state 
dual meet format. 
Probably more im-
pressive was fin-
ishing fourth in the 
entire state in 1968.

Andy Colbert is a 
longtime Ogle County 
resident with years of 
experience covering 
sports and more for 
multiple area publi-
cations. 
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Serving dinner Wednesday 5 - 8 p.m.
Friday and Saturday 5 - 8 p.m. 07

27
20

22

Join us on Friday nights for 
fish, chicken and more
Saturday we serve up 

Chicken Ralphie 
a fan favorite 

The slots are hot and 
the beer is cold

Andy Colbert

Sportsmanship and 
the state format

Curbside Delivery
The library is open for browsing, but 

patrons can still use our curbside service!  
Place your holds online at byronlibrary.
org or call us at 815-234-5107.  Not sure 
what you want?  Call us for help!  We 
will call or email you with a confirmation 
when your holds are ready to be picked 
up.  Call us when you arrive at the li-
brary, and we will bring your items out 
to you, already checked out.  A receipt 
with your due dates will be included 
with your items.  
Storm Chasers

Tuesday, Mar. 7. 6 – 7:00 pm. Nick 
from Illinois Storm Chasers will be here 
to present an educational and fascinating 
program. He will cover severe weather, 
storm chasing, local climatology, past 
tornadic events, as well as photos, videos 
and a Q&A. This program is open to 
teens and adults.  Please call 815-234-
5107 or visit Byron.evanced.info/signup 
to register.
Get Your Green On

Monday, Mar. 13. 6 – 7:00 pm. St. 
Patrick’s Day is right around the corner. 
After a brief history on the holiday, Beth 
will demonstrate how to make a sham-
rock necklace, so you won’t be caught 
without a bit of green to wear on St. 
Patty’s Day.  Call 815-234-5107 or visit 
Byron.evanced.info/signup to register.

Egypt Travelogue – Repeat 
Performance

Monday, Mar. 20. 5:30 – 7:30 pm. 
Back in September, 2022, Mark shared 
his Egypt Travelogue at the Byron 
Library. We have had several requests 
for Mark to return and repeat his Egypt 
Travelogue program. Learn a little his-
tory and see photos of some incredible 
monuments while hearing about Mark’s 
travels through the country. Pyramids, 
temples, tombs, obelisks, the Sphinx 
and the Nile: you’ll see it all!  Call 815-
234-5107 or visit Byron.evanced.info/
signup to register.
Introduction to Mushroom 
Identification

Thursday, Mar. 30. 6 – 7:00 pm. 
Come learn the basics of mushroom 
identification with Hunter Le Duc. In 
addition to becoming more familiar 
with the major mushroom groups from 
a morphological standpoint you will also 
learn the basic characteristics of fungi 
including cap and stipe features, how to 
use a key, make a spore print and more!  
Visit Byron.evanced.info/signup or call 
815-234-5107 to register. 

Visit the Byron Library Facebook 
page to keep up to date on library news 
and virtual programs!  Be sure to also 
check out the Byron Library and Byron 
Library Teen Instagram pages!

BYRON PUBLIC LIBRARY

Mixin’ It Up Fundraiser
February 13-March 13. In an effort 

to offer a variety of programs for all 
ages, library supporters are holding a 
fundraiser through Midwest Mixes, one 
of America’s premiere sites for gourmet 
veggie dips, olive oil blends, and other 
great products. With over 50 dips, sauc-
es, and rubs to choose from, there is sure 
to be something for everyone to enjoy. 
Please call the library at (815)938-2624 
or visit our website, forrestonlibrary.
org, for more information.
Toddler/Preschool 
Storytime

Tuesdays at 10:00 am. Bring your 
favorite toddler or preschooler for a 
time of stories, songs, crafts, and fun! 
This relaxed program is a great way 
for little ones to meet new friends and 

discover the joy of reading. Please call 
the library to register or if you have 
any questions.
Community Room

Looking for a place to hold your 
event? Our community room (with 
a small kitchenette) is available for 
meetings, parties, showers, family 
reunions, and more. Please call the 
library at (815)938-2624 for additional 
information.
Soft Plastic Recycling

We are collecting film-type plastic 
for recycling. This includes plastic 
bags, zipper type baggies (with the zip 
portion removed), cereal/snack bags, 
bubble wrap, and other soft plastic . 
Please make sure bags are free from 
debris and remove all paper/sticker 
labels. Thank you!

FORRESTON PUBLIC LIBRARY

Read and 
Recycle

Read and 
Recycle
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AREA CHURCH  DIRECTORY
   

Masses: Sun 10:30am, Tuesday Mass 8 a.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation: First Sunday of each month after 
10:30 mass
OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday-Friday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
www.stmarypolo.org 

CHURCH OF THE OPEN BIBLE
302 S. Franklin Ave., Polo, Illinois • 815-946-2848 • Luke N. Schier, Pastor       
Sunday Worship: 9:30am We include our children in our Sunday Worship 
Experience. “”THE GRAND Kids Class”  Ages 3-10 are then dismissed right 
after Praise & Worship. Blended Services. “Passion for God” “Compassion for 
People” Visit our website: PoloOpenBible.org

CROSSROADS COMMUNITY CHURCH ~ 
POLO CAMPUS

Meeting Sundays @ 10AM Service
205 N. Jefferson Avenue, Polo ~ 815.837.5255
polo@crossroadscn.com 
We offer contemporary worship and relevant Bible teaching through 
engaging messages and powerful video. Join us after services for coffee, 
snacks & fellowship. Kidzlink Children’s Ministry (nursery-5th grade) ~ 
during 10AM service
Crave Youth Group (6th-12th grade) ~Wed. 6:30PM - June 1st .
Visit our website: www.crossroadscn.com

FAITH DISCOVERY CHURCH
801 W. Oregon St., Polo • 815-946-3588 • Jeremy Heller, Pastor
 Sunday School 9:00 a.m., Worship Service 10:00 a.m., Nursery Available, 
Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 p.m. We Are an independent non-
denominational Christian church. Visitors are always welcome.

STILLMAN VALLEY
RED BRICK CHURCH OF STILLMAN VALLEY
(CONGREGATIONAL CHRISTIAN CHURCH)

Pastor Rev. Dr. Chris Brauns  |  Associate Pastor David Bogner
207 W Roosevelt Road (Rte 72), Stillman Valley. 
815-645-2526  |  www.theredbrickchurch.org
Sunday:  Worship at 9:00 and 10:30 am. Sunday School at 9:00 am.
Wednesday:  AWANA (Sept – April) from 6:00 to 7:15 pm.
Men, women, youth Bible Studies throughout the year.
See website for all activities or contact the church office.

KISHWAUKEE COMMUNITY 
EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

8195 Kishwaukee Road, Stillman Valley, IL 61084 / 815-965-1940
Rev. Nick Garner, Pastor
www.kishchurch.org
Sunday Schedule: Discipleship Hour 9:00 AM, Coffee Fellowship 11:15 AM
Gathered Worship 10:00 AM
For complete ministry schedule check out our website or call the church 
office.

VALLEY EVANGELICAL COVENANT CHURCH
Interim Pastor Lisa Orris
103 S Maple St, Stillman Valley, IL 
815-645-8872 | www.valleycov.org
Sunday Morning 9am ‘Gather’ for learning & conversation, 10:15am Worship 
both onsite and online at facebook.com/VECCfSV
Home of Valley Covenant Preschool 815-645-8882 Director Jill Huber
Bible Studies, Youth Group, Bread of Life Food Pantry
Please visit website for more information or contact the church office M-F 
9am-2pm

GRACE FELLOWSHIP CHURCH 
DAVIS JUNCTION

Pastor Brad Pittman           www.graceisforyou.com
10479 E. High Rd., Stillman Valley, IL 61084• 815-973-1369  
Worship Service:  Saturday at 5pm

WINNEBAGO
MIDDLE CREEK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

12473 Montague Road, Winnebago, IL 61088
Located West of Tower Road on Montague Rd.
Sunday: Sunday School at 9:15 am and Worship Service at 10:30 am. 
Office Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs. & Friday 9am-2pm.
Phone: 815-335-2609. Email: middlecreekchurch@gmail.com

MT. MORRIS CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
409 W. Brayton Road, Mt. Morris, IL 61045 Phone 734-4573
Pastor-Rodney Caldwell. Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m. Worship service available 
online, call for details. Other activities currently suspended due to pandemic. 

Email: mtmcob@frontier.com 

MT. MORRIS TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
308 E. Brayton Rd. Mt. Morris, IL Phone: 734-6354   Rev. Josh Ehrler    

Worship Services: Saturday 5:30 PM; Worship Sunday 9:30 AM . 
Sunday Church School - follows Worship Service (Sept.-May) Chime Choir 

Wednesday 6:00 PM; 

LITTLE PRAIRIE MENNONITE CHURCH
409 W Brayton Rd. Mt Morris, IL 61054 (Church of the Brethren Basement 
Entrance) Worship Services: 10:00 AM Sunday Morning, 7:00 PM 1st & 3rd 
Sunday Evening, 7:30 PM 2nd & 4th Wednesday Evenings of the Month.
Pastor:  Norman Reinford 779-861-3700

OREGON

EAST OREGON CHAPEL CHURCH OF GOD
East Oregon Chapel Church of God
The Sharing is Caring Church.
107 N Daysville Rd. Oregon, IL  Phone: 815-732-2960. 
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Monday Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Breakfast is served the Fifth Sunday of the Month beginning at 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday activities: Adults & Children meet weekly beginning at 6:30pm. 
In the event that Oregon Schools are not in session we do not meet on 
Wednesdays. 

EBENEZER REFORMED CHURCH
2997 N. German Church Rd., 815-732-6313
3 miles east of Oregon on Rt. #64 then 2 miles north on German Church Rd. 
• Rev. Josiah Youngquist
www.EBENEZERREFORMED.com • Sunday school 9:00 a.m.  Worship 10:00 
a.m.

LIGHTHOUSE UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Matthew J. Smith 4962 S. Daysville Rd., Oregon, IL 61061 815-732-7683
Worship at 9:00 a.m. Holy Communion celebrated the first Sunday of each of 
month. Lighthouse will lite up your life!

OREGON CHURCH OF GOD
860 W. Oregon Trail Road Oregon, IL      Phone: 732-6847 or 732-2604  Pastor 
Michael Hoffman; Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.; Morning worship, 10:30 a.m.; 
Wednesday activities: Adult, Children, and Youth Groups 7 p.m. At the church. 

OREGON FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
505 Hill St.  Oregon, IL 61061  Phone: 732-2642
Pastor: David Snow “A Christ-centered, Bible-believing, family-oriented 
ministry.” Sunday School 9:30 a.m.; Sunday Morning Service 10:30 a.m.; 
Sunday Evening Service 6:00 p.m.; Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

OREGON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
200 S. 4th St, Oregon, IL 61061 • 815/732-2994
www.oregonumc.org •Pastor Rev. Megan Smick
9:00am Fellowship/Sunday School; 10:00am Worship with music, meditation 
& Fellowship; 10:15am Announcements begin.

RIVERSTONE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
609 S. 10th Street , Oregon, IL 61061
Pastor Craig Arnold ~ 812-236-1213
Sunday Service @ 10:45 AM ~ contemporary style worship with coffee and 
doughnuts in our cafe! Online worship is also available via Facebook.
We believe in sharing Communion every Sunday as an act of worship. 
RiverKids Service @ 10:45 AM for nursery-6th grade ~ provides a safe and 
fun environment where kids can learn about who God is and who they are 
because of Him.
Encounter Youth Ministry for kids in 7th-12th grade meets on Sunday 
afternoons. Please see our Facebook page for scheduled dates and times. 
For complete ministry info and events, visit us online at Riverstonecc.com or on 
Facebook at facebook.com/RiverStoneChristianChurch

ST. BRIDE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
1000 Highway 64, West (Hwy 64 W & Mongan Drive on Liberty Hill), Oregon 
• 732-7211 – Office  Rev. Eldred George   
Webpage: saintbrides.org • E-mail:saint.bride.church@gmail.com • 
Worship Services: Sunday 10 am Holy Communion with Hymns
Christian Education Available

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH, NALC
114 S. 5th St. Oregon, IL  Phone: (815) 732-2367
Website: stpaulnalcoregonil.weebly.com   
10:15 a.m. Fellowship/Education hours
11:30 a.m. Worship 

POLO
ST. MARY CHURCH

Rectory/Office: 211 North Franklin Ave., Polo, IL 61064
PHONE: 815-946-2535 • Rev. Joseph P. Naill

FORRESTON
 FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH

402 2nd Avenue, Forreston, IL 61030, Phone 815-938-3203Pastor Scott 
Ralston 
Sunday Worship 9:00 am; Sunday School 10:00 am

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
402 First Ave., Forreston, IL   Phone: 815-938-2380
Pastor Sung-Eun Kim
OPEN HEARTS, OPEN MINDS, OPEN DOORS
Worship at 9:00 a.m. (childcare provided) with coffee and fellowship 
immediately following. Sunday School Age 3-Adult, 10:15 am.
AA meets Mondays, 8:00 AM. Monthly United Methodist Women’s meetings. 

God is Good, All the Time, All the Time, God is Good!

ST. JAMES  LUTHERAN CHURCH
Pastor Karen Tews 
West Grove Rd. At Columbine Rd.
Worship Service 10:30 am. Communion is served every Sunday.
“Singing the Song of Christian Faith in Worship, Service, Learning, Outreach 
and Welcome” in a beautiful rural setting.

Everyone is cordially invited to be with us.

LEAF RIVER
 ADELINE ZION EVANGELICAL CHURCH

9106 Cedar St. in Adeline, Leaf River, IL 61047 • Ph:815-541-4863  Sunday 
Services: Sunday School 9:00 am, Worship Service 10:15 am

VISITORS WELCOME

LEAF RIVER BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Billy Hardy
Live Sermon Streaming: Sundays at 10:00 AM at www.facebook.com/
LEAFRIVERBC/
Archived Sermons on our YouTube channel: Leaf River Baptist Church (Until 
further notice)
9:30 Church Service. Nursery available, 11:00 Sunday school for all ages. 
Nursery available
6941 N Mt Morris Rd, Leaf River, IL  61047
815-738-2205  leafriverbc@gmail.com

LINDENWOOD

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH – LCMS
immanuel-lindenwood.org (for sermons, events, etc.)
16060 E. Lindenwood Road, Lindenwood, IL 61049
815-393-4500 • office@immanuel-lindenwood.org
Sunday Mornings: Divine Service @ 9am; Food & Fellowship @ 
10am; Sunday School and Adult Bible Study @ 10:30am
Food Bank: 1st and 3rd Saturdays, 9am-12pm
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Matthew Rosebrock
pastor@immanuel-lindenwood.org

LINDENWOOD UNION CHURCH
101 N Galena st, P.O box 67
Lindenwood IL 
815-393-4658
Worship- 10:00 am 
Coffee Fellowship following service

KINGS 
ELIM REFORMED CHURCH

140 S. Church Road, Kings, IL 61068  • Pastor Marv Jacobs 
Phone 815-562-6811 E-mail: goelimchurch@gmail.com
Website:  www.goelimchurch.org
Sunday morning worship 10:00 am

MOUNT MORRIS 
DISCIPLES UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

“By God’s grace in Christ, we LIVE, LOVE, and SERVE”
All are welcome here! 
9:30 am - Sunday Worship with Communion open to all
10:45 am - Sunday School (Sep - May)
www.disciplesumc.org 
(815) 734-4853 
102 N Maple Ave., Mt. Morris, IL 61054
Rev. Julie Bunt, Pastor

EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH OF MT. MORRIS
102 S. Seminary Ave., Mt. Morris, IL  61054   815-734-4942  www.efcmm.org 
Senior Pastor:  Bruce McKanna.  Sunday Schedule: 8:30 a.m.  Sunday School 
for all ages. 9:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship. 10:00 a.m.  Morning Worship with 
Childcare and Children’s Church.

BYRON
ALL SAINTS LUTHERAN CHURCH

624 Luther Drive, Byron IL 61010 815-234-5277
Pastor:  Janet Wold
Sunday Worship Service held at 9:00 am.  A recording of each Sunday’s 
worship service is available on our Facebook page and our website later in 
the day.  Communion is served every Sunday.   Sunday School for ages 3 
through Adult  is held at 10:00 am September through May. Confirmation 
studies for 7th and 8th grade students are held each Sunday morning at 
10:00 am.  Monday afternoon Bible Study is held at 1:30 pm via Zoom.  In 
person Bible Studies are held Tuesday evening at 7:00 pm and Wednesday 
afternoon at 1:30 pm.  Book Club and The GATHERING meet monthly; 
quilters meet twice monthly.  Visit our website http://www.AllSaintsByron.
org or call the church office for further information.

CORNERSTONE FAMILY CHURCH
205 N. Peru St., Byron 815-234-8737 cornerstonefam ily.church
Sr. Pastor: Erik Ness, NextGen/ Family Pastor: Collin Nicholls
Children’s Ministry Director : Lori Martin
Worship Service on Sundays at 10am with Children ‘s Worship Service and 
Nursery Available
Sr High Youth Min istry Sundays at 6:00pm, Jr High Youth Ministry 
Wednesdays at 6:30pm
Numerous Small Groups Available for All Ages throughout the week .
Please call our Church Office or visit our website for more details .
Office Hours: 8:00am -4:30pm Mondays-Thursdays 

BYRON ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH
226 E. Second St, Byron, IL 61010 - Phone 815-234-7431 – Fr. Richard 
Rosinski. Weekday Masses:  Tuesday – Friday 7:30am,  Weekend Masses: 
May – August   Sat. 5:00 pm, Sun. 8:00 am and 10:00 am, September – 
April  Sat. 5:00 pm, Sun. 8:00 am and 10:45 am, Reconciliation:  Fri. 8:00 
am – 8:30 am; Sat. 3:30 pm – 4:30 pm or by appointment

SHEPHERD EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH
NEW LOCATION! Jarrett Prairie Center 7993 N. River Rd., Byron Phone 963-
5216 Rev. Michael Axmark, Pastor.Discover Time 9:30 a.m., Fellowship 10:15 
a.m., Worship 10:30 a.m.
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 838, Byron, IL 61010

UNITED CHURCH OF BYRON
A Member of the United Church of Christ 
701 W. Second Street; PO Box 927, Byron IL 61010, 815-234-8777 
Email: ucb@comcast.net 
Website: unitedchurchofbyron.org 
Pastor: Rev. Tyler Spellious 
Youth Ministry Coordinator: Richard Simpson 
Sunday Schedule & Worship opportunities: 
Service of Meditation & Prayer: 8:15am- 8:45am 
Adult Sunday School Hour: 9am 
Kids Sunday School: (for ages 3 thru 5th grade) 9:30 -10:15am 
Coffee & fellowship time: 9:30am - 10:30am
Main Worship: 10:30am 
Spark Youth Group (for ages 6th grade thru 12th grade) - Sundays, 5pm-7pm 
For complete ministry schedule and other activities, please check our website or 
Facebook page or contact the church office. 
Whoever you are or wherever you are on your journey, you are welcome here! 

BEACON HILL ASSEMBLY OF GOD
“Building Faith for Life”
6467 N. German Church Rd., Byron, IL - Ph. (815) 234-8032 - 
beaconhillbyron.org
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 448, Byron, IL 61010
Pastor: Gary Cortese
Service Times: Sundays at 10AM; Wednesday night Faith-Lift at 6:30PM
Find us on Facebook/Beacon Hill Assembly of God

CHANA
CHANA UNITED METHODIST

Pastor Josh Brown, 606 Main Street, Chana, IL 61015. Church office 815-732-
7683. (E-mail address: chanaumc@gmail.com Adult & Children’s Education 
9:00 a.m. Worship Service 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion celebrated the first 
Sunday of each month. At Chana Church you will find Open Hearts-Open 
Minds-Open Doors.

DAVIS JUNCTION 

DAVIS JUNCTION 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Open Minds, Open Hearts, Open Doors • “God’s Heart in Our Community” 
Located in town on Rt. 72 • Our Pastor is Rev. Keith Kelsey-Powell  Sunday 
Services:  Worship 10:30am, Childrens time during Worship Service. 
Fellowship following the Worship Service each Sunday. Communion the first 
Sunday of the month. Potluck luncheon following Worship every  4th Sunday, 
except in the summer months of  June, July and August. Various small groups 
meet throughout the month. For more information about the small groups 
please call 298-2310. AA meets Wednesdays at 5:30pm and Saturdays at 9am. 
For more information please visit our website WWW.DJUMC.ORG 

YOUTH PROGRAMS
Story Time: Thursdays, 10:00 AM 
Story Time returns on Thursdays at 10:00 AM.  Miss Jana will 

have stories and crafts for toddlers-kindergarten age kids. We look 
forward to seeing you then!
LEGO® Club: 1st Monday of the month, 5:00 
PM 

Create with us on the 1st Monday of each month. We will have 
the LEGO® bricks waiting for you!
Big Kids, Big Art: Tuesday, March 21st, 4:30 PM 

Big Kids, Big Art is back! Last time, the participants learned 
about Shape and tried their hand at watercolor painting.  1st through 
6th graders are invited to learn the next element of art Miss Jana 
will introduce.

ADULT PROGRAMS:
Create-a-Card: Saturday, March 18th, 9:30 AM 

Jessie returns on March 18th for card making. Stop in to make 
a Spring card to brighten the day of that special friend.

Microsoft Excel Fundamentals: Monday, March 
20th, 5:00PM 

Learn the basics to get started using Microsoft Excel.  This class 
will include a hands-on overview of the Excel workspace and creation 
of a basic inventory spreadsheet where you will apply formatting 
and complete calculations using formulas and functions.  Please 
bring a laptop if you have one. Registration is required: 815-738-
2742. Presented by HCC Lifelong Learning.
Plastic Recycling

We ask that you make sure plastic is clean with no debris in 
the donation. Also please remove any ziploc-type seals and paper/
sticker labels. Thank you for your cooperation.

NEW RELEASES: 
Adult Books

A Calder At Heart by Janet Dailey
The Love Scribe by Amy Meyerson
DVDs
Elvis
Ticket to Paradise
Picture Books
Lizzy and the Cloud by The Fan Brothers
Here Comes Peter Cottontail! by Steve Nelson and Jack Rollins

BERTOLET MEMORIAL LIBRARY

Quiche & Scone Sale Going on 
NOW! Order Deadline 2/27!

Come in and order your choice (or all) of 
the varieties of quiche (Lorraine or veggie) 
and scones (traditional or Lemon Blueber-
ry). Orders will be taken until February 
27th with pickup of these fresh delicacies 
on March 3rd from DUMC. Quiche can 
be ordered as a whole or half. Scones are 
available by the dozen or half dozen. We 
are making limited quantities so get your 
orders in soon!
Story Time!

Box, socks, fox, clocks! Come in this 
week as we celebrate the birthday of DR. 
SUESS! We will read some of his tremen-
dous books and create a craft this Wednes-
day, 3/1. Story time is every Wednesday 
@11:15, bring your little ones to enjoy 
stories and a craft at the Mount Morris 
Library! 
Adult Book Club

The March book is “Gingerbread” by 
Helen Oyeyemi.  Everyone is welcome to 
join this book club group! Copies of the 
book are available at the library.   This group 
will meet in-person on Monday, March 27th 
at the library.  
Cookbook Club!

Join us as we explore The Cookbook Club! 
Wonderful recipes combined with friendship 
creates something both beautiful and deli-
cious! Stop by to choose your recipe from 
this month’s book, Fresh From the Vegetarian 
Slow Cooker by Robin Robertson, and bring 
your dish to pass at our next meeting! Join us 
on Tuesday, March 7th @6pm at The Senior 
Center for another exciting meal!
Ink with a Friend: Card 
Making at the Library

Join us in March to make some lovely 
home-made cards to send to family and 
friends. We will be offering a card-making 

class from local crafter, Liz Gullett. She 
will be here on Thursday, March 9th from 
5-7! You will get all the materials to make 
two beautiful cards to take home. Stop by 
to see the samples, fees are by donation. 
Registration is limited so call the library or 
stop by to save your spot before March 2nd.
Lego Club!

Our next Lego night is Thursday, March 
16th, from 6:00 – 6:45pm. Bring a friend and 
build some fun with Lego bricks! All children 
and parents are invited every third Thursday 
of the month. Children under 8 need to bring 
a parent with them.
Memorial Gifts

Give a Christmas gift that lasts, brings joy 
to many, and doubles in value. Your memo-
rial gift to the library is matched by the Mt. 
Morris Library Foundation, doubling your 
generosity! Many thanks to all who gave 
memorial gifts in 2022.
Display Case Showings

Kit Reynolds has filled our display cases 
with her collection of Valentine Memora-
bilia! Stop in to let your hear flutter at this 
lovely collection! We are always looking for 
collectors or artists who are willing to share 
their treasures in our display cases.  If you are 
interested, please call, 815-734-4927. 
Newspaper Available!

We will now be receiving the Dixon Tele-
graph daily! We receive the Ogle County Life, 
Sauk Valley, and Mt. Morris Times. If you 
want to keep up with the local news-stop on by!
Adult Programming

We are trying to get back into the swing 
of offering monthly programs for adults.  
We would love to hear from you.  Do eve-
nings or weekends work better?  Do you 
have any program ideas?  Do you have a 
program you would like to share?  Contact 
Mary Cheatwood at the library through 
email at mmlib@mtmorris-il.org or call 
815-734-4927.

MT. MORRIS PUBLIC LIBRARY
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Weekly Brain Busters

Book Clubs 
New- Is This Just Fantasy? Book Club meets at the 

Library on Tuesday, February 28 at 6 pm to discuss 
Bone Shard Daughter by Andrea Stewart. The 2WBC 
Book Club meets March 8, at 12:30 pm to discuss Along 
Came a Spider by James Patterson. Cocktails & Crimes 
will meet Sunday, March 12, 5 pm (grab a book to find 
out what) at Trippy’s. The Afternoon Book Club meets 
Wednesday, March 15, at 1:00 pm to discuss the The 
Maidens by Alex Michaelides. Books on Tap meets 
Thursday, March 23 at 6:00 pm to discuss Firekeeper’s 
Daughter by Angeline Boulley. 
Preschool Story Time (18 months- 5 
years)

Join us at the Library for stories and crafts on Mon-
days at 10 am.  Registration is required. Go online or 
call to register.

 YOGA -New Day – Wednesday’s at 
9:30 am Functional Yin-Yasa

This class is a hybrid of yang (active yoga) with yin 
(passive yoga). We will use fundamental yoga postures 
combined with functional movements to build strength 
and warmth followed by passive, long-held poses to 
help with flexibility and mobility of the joints and soft 
tissues. A yoga mat and blocks will be useful props 
for this class! All levels welcome.”  Oregon Library 
Patrons only. Registration required, this class fills 
quickly.  Please call (815) 732-2724 or visit www.
oregonpubliclibrary.com.
The History of the Beach Boys – 
Wednesday, March 1st at 4:00pm

If summer had a sound it would be the Beach Boys…
surf, sun and California dreaming.  This presentation 

will focus on The Beach Boys “sunniest” years from 
1962-1967.  With the use of performance and interview 
clips, Gary Wenstrup will trace the arc of the Beach 
Boys’ early career from “Surfin’ U.S.A”., “Fun, Fun, 
Fun” and “California Girls” to the more mature Pet 
Sounds, “Good Vibrations” and the abandoned Smile 
project.  Surf’s Up! Come warm up and get ready for 
summer with this fun program.  Register online at www.
oregonpubliclibrary.com or call (815) 732-2724.
Disney Trivia - Thursday, March 9th at 
6:30 pm at Cork N Tap

Grab your friends and have a night out of fun!  Are 
you a Disney fan?  This trivia will cover Disney history, 
parks, songs, movies and characters. Program intended 
for 18 and over.  Register your team of up to 6 players 
at (815) 732-2724 or www.oregonpubliclibrary.com.  
Prizes!
Ladies of Laughter: Great Come-
diennes– Monday, March 13th at 
1:00pm

In the early days of comedy and beyond, many 
top-notch classic comediennes have made audiences 
laugh. Join Film Historian Dr. Annette Bochenek as 
she presents about the funny women of film, televi-
sion, and radio, including Gracie Allen, Lucille Ball, 
Eve Arden, and more. The program will include a 
multimedia presentation consisting of photos, video 
clips, and captivating stories.  Register online at www.
oregonpubliclibrary.com or call (815) 732-2724.
TRIVIA at the Rock River Center is 
back!

Thursday, March 16th - 12:30pm. Test your knowl-
edge of sports, history, movies and much more.  Come 

alone, bring your friends and make a team of 4, or join 
a team when you arrive.  Registration required, www.
oregonpubliclibrary.com or call (815) 732-2724.
Ink with A Friend Monthly Card 
Club- Monday, March 20th at 
6:00pm

Sending personal cards to your friends and family 
is a way to let them know you care and are thinking 
about them. All designs include beautiful colored 
cardstock, gorgeous designer series paper, detailed 
stamped images, die cut pieces, matching ink, ribbon, 
and embellishments.  All cards come with matching 
envelopes. Whether you’re a new card maker or a 
seasoned pro, our kits are suited to every skill level. 
Don’t wait! Sign up today to reserve your spot. Or-
egon Patrons only.  Registration required (815) 732-
2724 or www.oregonpubliclibrary.com.
Try It Tuesday

Tuesday, March 21st at 1:00pm or 5:30pm (Choose 
your time slot) Spring Door Hangers.  

This is NOT a Take and Make.  All supplies are 
provided.  This is an adult class.  Registration required, 
please call (815) 732-2724 or visit www.oregonpub-
liclibrary.com. Registration deadline March 15th.
Puzzle Library

The library has a free puzzle library. Take a puz-
zle, leave a puzzle. This is open to anyone in the 
community. 
OPLD Dial-A-Story 

Need a quick story? Call 815-732-2724, follow 
the prompts and presto...a story! Children’s stories 
are changed monthly. Current story- How to Read 
a Story by Kate Messner.

OREGON PUBLIC LIBRARY
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203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALEMISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

PUBLIC NOTICE
K & P Self Storage
1563 Kysor Dr.
Byron, IL 61010
Pursuant to the Land-
lord’s Lien Provision, in 
paragraph #11 in the 
rental agreement be-
tween KCH Enterprises 
DBA K & P Self Storage, 
Landlord, and Jessica 
Greer - unit #70. These 
items will be held in pos-
session for ten (10) days, 
at which time they will 
be disposed of unless 
tenant pays the landlord 
in full, in accordance with 
the Self Storage Facilities 
Act. Outstanding balance 
must be paid in full by 
2/28/23.
No. 0217
(Feb. 20 and 27, 2023)

STATE OF ILLINOIS, 
CIRCUIT COURT, 
OGLE COUNTY

Request for Name 
Change, Adult, with the 
Clerk of the Circuit Court, 
Ogle County, Illinois, 
Kimberly A. Stahl
Case No. 2023MR12
Request of Nicole Ma-
rie Jakubiak to appear 
in court April 19, 2023, 
Room 304, Ogle County 
Courthouse, 106 S. 5th 
Street, Oregon, IL, at 9 
a.m.
Proposed name change 
of Nicole Marie Jakubiak 
to Nicole Jakubiak Win-
terz Requested by Nicole 
Marie Jakubiak on Febru-
ary 14, 2023.
No. 0219
(Feb. 20, 27 and March 6, 
2023)

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Polo Community 
School District will be 
holding a Public Hear-
ing on March 15, 2023 
at 6:00pm at Centennial 
Elementary School 308 
S. Pleasant Avenue. This 
Public Hearing is to con-
tinue to offer E-Learning 
Days in lieu of Emergen-
cy Days. 
No. 0221
(Feb. 27, 2023)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby 
given that on Feb. 6, 2023 
a certificate was filed in 
the Ogle County Clerk’s 
Office setting forth the 
names and post office 

address of all of the per-
sons owning, conducting 
and transacting the busi-
ness known as: 
First & Main Makers Mar-
ket, 101 E Main Street, 
Forreston, IL 61030
Dated Feb. 6, 2023
Laura J. Cook, Ogle Coun-
ty Clerk
No. 0222
(Feb. 27, March 6 and 13, 
2023)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Taylor Township meeting 
schedule 2023
Taylor Township 2023 
regular meetings are 
held on the second Tues-
day of the month at 7 
pm.
Annual township meet-
ing – April 12, 7 pm to be 
followed by the regular 
meeting.
The meetings are held 
at the Taylor Township 
building at 280 West 
Flagg Road.
For questions, contact 
Melody Jackovich, Clerk 
Taylor Township 630-
886-3351. 
Meeting dates are as fol-
lows:  March 14, April 11 
(immediately following 
annual township meet-
ing), May 9, June 13, July 
11, August 8, September 
12, October 10, Novem-
ber 14, December 12.
No. 0223
(Feb. 27, 2023)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Sealed bids will be re-
ceived for the following 
purchases by the Ogle 
County Highway Depart-
ment, Oregon, Illinois, 
until 2:00 P.M. March 10, 
2023 for: 
1. 2022 County Striping
2.23-00000-01-GM Coun-
ty Patching Materials
3 . 2 3 - X X 0 0 0 - 0 0 - G M 
Township Patching Ma-
terials
4. 20-00325-00-BR Leaf 
River Road Bridge
5. 22-00345-00-BR Eagle 
Point Road Culvert
Proposals are available 
at the Ogle County High-
way Department, 1989 
South IL Rt. 2, Oregon, 
IL between the hours of 
7:00 A.M. and 3:30 P.M. 
Monday - Friday. The 
Road and Bridge Com-
mittee reserves the right 
to accept or reject any or 
all bids.
No. 0224
(Feb. 27 and March 6 
2023)

CUSTODIAL SUBSTITUTESCUSTODIAL SUBSTITUTES
KITCHEN WORKERSKITCHEN WORKERS
Byron School Dist. #226Byron School Dist. #226

Flexible Hours!
Please contact 
Amy Adkins at

815-234-5491 x4002
for more information.

02
20

20
23

SUBSTITUTES NEEDEDSUBSTITUTES NEEDED

Byron CUSD 
#226 has 

openings for 

Bus Drivers
SIGN-ON BONUS 

Available
Contact Barb Rundle 

at 815-234-5491
For more 

information
10112021

2023-2024 School Year
Please apply online at

www.byron226.org
“About Us” Tab

Employment  
Opportunities Section

Byron High School  
Vacancy Head Volleyball 

Coach

Class-A CDL
Drivers Wanted

$500 Sign on bonus
Earn up to

$33/per hour
Local Trucking 

Company seeking 
full time,

year- round driver to 
haul grain.

815-938-3644
Please

leave message.
09052022

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-874-2257

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW, USED  
SCRATCH & DENT

• Refrigerators • Freezers 
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

11222020

101  101  
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.

105   105   
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.”

113   113   
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 

Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119  119  
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.”

201  201  
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, unless 

licensed or holding a 
permit as a childcare 
facility, may cause 
to be published any 
advertisement soliciting 
a child care service. A 
childcare facility that is 
licensed or operating 
under a permit issued by 
the Illinois Department 
of Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any parent 
or guardian to verify the 
validity of the license of 
any facility before placing 
a child in its care.

301   301   
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 

Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.com

ANTIQUES WANTED: I 
pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, I’m 
interested in looking! Call 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.com

307  307  
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 815-562-
4171 (8AM-NOON ONLY) 
Rochelle News Leader.  

FOR SALE Commercial 
fluorescent light fixtures 
with bulbs. $5.00 each. 
4 foot by 8 foot units (10 
available) in Mendota. Call 
630-803-7146 (03-12-23)

315  315  
WANTED TO BUYWANTED TO BUY

Wanted to Buy Older 
Comic Books. 815-481-
4922. (03-15-23)

405   405   
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein 
is subject to the 
Federal Fair Housing 
Act, which makes it 
illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 

hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are 
available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

OREGON/
MT. MORRIS
Newer 1, 2 &3 BR 

APTS. Water, sewer, 
garbage inc. w/most 

units. HOUSES some 
w/garages, all in 

like new condition. 
Starting at $295/mo. 

815-734-4348 or 
815-590-2302

Apt. for rent in 
Byron

  3-Bedroom 
with Garage 

  No Pets, 
$825/month 

and $925  
Deposit

412 W. 2nd St.
(815) 904-4014

02132023

CAROL’S 
SELF 

STORAGE IN 
OREGON

Reasonable 
Rates

Sizes 10’x24’ & 
6’x10

Call 732-2466

1563 Kysor Drive, Byron
(next to D&W Garage)

Storage Unit Sizes:
5ʼ x 10ʼ     10ʼ x 10ʼ

10ʼ x 15ʼ  10ʼ x 20ʼ  10ʼx30ʼ

501  501  
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

“Many thanks 
to all who 

sent a  
birthday wish 

or card for 
my 90th  
birthday”

~ Bill Clark

For Sale
Burial Plot in 

Sunset Memorial Gardens
880 N Alpine Rd., Rockford, IL

(Garden of Last Supper)
$4,480.00 (no personal checks)

Fees include the following:  
Endowment

Care, Quit Claim Fee and 
State of Illinois deed fee.  
Call 815-645-5008

107 107 
CARDS OF THANKSCARDS OF THANKS

511 511 
STORAGE UNITSSTORAGE UNITS

109 109 
CEMETERIES AND LOTSCEMETERIES AND LOTS

Deputy Superintendent 
of Facilities 

 
Salary Range: $50,000-54,000 DOQ 

 
The Oregon Park District is hiring a Deputy Superintendent of Facilities 
to perform high-level oversight in the operation and maintenance of 
Nash Recreation Center. 
The Deputy Superintendent of Facilities will be responsible for 
planning, developing, and implementing building maintenance and 
custodial services, identifying purchasing and contracting oppor-
tunities, and implementing long-range building maintenance plans.  
This position will report directly to the Superintendent of Parks & Facili-
ties and be responsible for supervising support staff.   
A successful candidate will have experience in building maintenance 
best practices, budgeting, contracted services and the ability to 
provide leadership and guidance to employees who report directly 
to them. Position will be expected to have a strong understanding of 
complex and technical building systems, including HVAC, plumbing 
and pool operations.   
 
An associate degree or successful completion of a skilled trade pro-
gram is preferred.  A minimum of 5 years of professional experience in 
facilities maintenance or an equivalent combination of education and 
experience is also preferred.   
Position must perform all job tasks within the rules and guidelines of the 
Oregon Park District’s policies and procedures.   
 
Employee Benefits: Medical, dental and vision coverage – Life Insur-
ance – IMRF Pension Plan – Paid holidays, sick time, and vacation time 
A full job description is available upon request.

Deadline for submission is March 15, 2023.  
Resume, references and employment application can be 

submitted to Dan Griffin at dan@oregonpark.org.  

Read and 
Recycle
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Hack’s Auction & Realty
Service, Inc.

Auctions – Real Estate 
Appraisals

Online Auctions 
Now Available 
Pecatonica, IL
815-239-1436

Hacksauction.com
A&T Auction Services, LLC

Travis Cunningham 
(815) 297-4595

Located in Forreston, IL

Lenny Bryson
Sales Of All Kinds

815-946-4120 

Pest control 
business for 

sale
Small company  
with 80%  
commercial  
accounts.   
Northern Illinois area, the  
business is located in  
Whiteside County. 

Asking $120,00.00 There is a 
2020 Toyota Tacoma  truck that 

can be added to this sale.
Sale includes customer list,  
chemicals and equipment.
Interested party must be a  

certified technician.
Contact Susan Melton  

at 815-499-7430

401  401  
BUSINESS PROPERTYBUSINESS PROPERTY

EVERY MORNING MY 
HUMAN SHAVES OFF  
HIS FACE FUR, HE’S 
FUNNY LIKE THAT.

— TUCK
   adopted 05-04-11
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Bar and Kitchen Open at 4PM
Carry out and kitchen are open:  

Monday 4pm-7pm, Wednesday 4pm-8pm & Friday 4pm-8pm

Fish, chicken and shrimp  
carry out on Fridays! 
BINGO Wednesday 5:30pm

Karaoke 3rd Friday 7:00-11:00pm
Watch for Live Entertainment!

SLOTS ARE WAITING!

VFW Post #8739
1310 W. Washington St., Oregon, IL

815-732-6851

08
22

20
22

Game machines open Monday,  
Wednesday and Friday 4-Close

Cricut Lab: 
Layering with 
Vinyl

Experienced Cricut 
users will learn how 
to cut and position a 
multi-layered design 
using different colors 
of vinyl and transfer 
t a p e .  B Y O  C r i c u t 
Explore Air or Mak-
er,  cut t ing mat  and 
dev ice  w i th  Cr i cu t 
App installed. Other 
mater ia l s  p rovided . 
Thursday, March 2 at 
6:00 p.m. Adults only. 
Registration required: 
815-645-8611. 
Tween Scene: 
Tie Dye 
Scrunchies

A d d  a  s p l a s h  o f 
color to your outfit 

JULIA HULL DISTRICT LIBRARY STILLMAN VALLEY 

hostess, nurse, cook, 
t h e r a p i s t  a n d  e v e n 
sex symbol.  In this 
his torical  portrayal , 
historian Leslie God-
d a r d ,  P h . D . ,  t a k e s 
you on an exciting, 
true story about the 
real-life stewardess-
es for  Pan Am, the 
most glamourous U.S. 
airl ine.  Learn about 
serving the rich and 
f a m o u s ,  a b o u t  t h e 
strict height, weight 
and age requirements, 
about cooking gour-
met meals and endur-
ing some wild rides. 
B u c k l e  u p — t h i s  i s 
one flight you won’t 
forget. Monday, April 
17 at 6:30 p.m. 

R e g i s t r a t i o n  r e -
quired: 815-645-8611. 

Exercise with 
Ronna

T u e s  9 : 0 0  a m 
&10:15   Thursday 11:00am 
& 12:15 pm
Chair Yoga

Wednesdays 3/15 , 3/22. 
3/28 - 10:00 am 
Movie Mondays

3/6  10:00 am “The Phila-
delphia Story”, 3/13 NOON 
“Auntie Mame”,   3/20 
10:00 am “You can’t take 
it with you”
Vintage Vixens, 
Re-salers club

3/8 depart for Oregon at 
9:00am via church bus from 
FUM parking lot, please 
sign up
Game time

Every Thursday from 
1 - 3

Breakfast club
Mon 3/13 meet at Farm-

ers Restaurant - Forreston  
9:30
Birthday Bingo 

3/10 at 10:00am, Please 
sign up
St Patrick’s Day 
Special PASS 
lunch

11:00 Corn Beef & 
Cabbage fundraiser, Live 

Irish Music, Carryout to 
the public from 11:00 un-
til gone. Members $10 , 
Non-members $15. Please 
sign up if eating in.

Wheel of Fortune
3/22 11:00 am

Benefit access help 
Thursday 3/23 from 

10:00 - 11:00am
NICIL Program 

“Staying at home longer, 
how NICIL can help” - Ice 
cream served 3/24 at 11:00. 
Donation only
Breakfast & 
Bluegrass

4th Sunday, breakfast be-
gins serving at 11:30, Music 
starts at 12:00. Please sign 
up, Donation only
Caregiver 
Support Group

2/27 @ 2:00 pm, If you 

POLO SENIOR CENTER MARCH EVENTS

by creating an acces-
sory as unique as you. 
We’ll use sharpies to 
tie dye scrunchies in 
this fun, simple-to-do 
technique.  Tuesday, 
March 7 at 6:00 p.m. 
Ages 10-12.  Regis-
tration required: 815-
645-8611.
Toddler Time: 
Dance Party

Indulge your little 
one’s curiosity with 
a hands-on event just 
for them. We’re gon-
na shake our groove 
thang to some hap-
p e n i n ’ t u n e s  w i t h 
shakers, scarves and 
our mini parachute. 
Friday, March 10 at 
10:00 a.m. Ages 1-4. 
Registration required: 
815-645-8611.

Introduction to 
GoodReads

Looking for  your 
next  favori te  book? 
Meet Goodreads.  In 
this class, participants 
w i l l  d o w n l o a d  t h e 
Goodreads  app  and 
s e t  u p  a n  a c c o u n t , 
Then, we’ll learn how 
to navigate the app, 
make lists, find rec-
ommendat ions ,  read 
and write reviews and 
connect with friends. 
BYO favorite device: 
phone, tablet or lap-
top. Thursday, March 
16 at 6:00 p.m. Reg-
i s t r a t i o n  r e q u i r e d : 
815-645-8611.
The Essential 
Houdini

M a g i c i a n  a n d 
award-winning story 

teller, William Pack, 
goes beyond the myth 
a n d  b r i n g s  t o  l i f e 
t h e  t r u e  s t o r i e s  o f 
H o u d i n i :  h a n d c u f f 
king, master magician 
and  pr i son  breaker. 
GASP at the story of 
his remarkable death, 
RELIVE his baffling 
m a g i c  a n d  e s c a p e s 
and HEAR the only 
known recording of 
his voice. Thursday, 
March 23 at 6:30 p.m. 
Registration required: 
815-645-8611.
Getting Back 
to Europe

Dreaming of a Eu-
ropean vacation this 
year, but don’t know 
where to begin? Join 
frequent flyers, Joan-
na and Wayne, as they 

share  the i r  favor i te 
E u r o p e a n  i t i n e r a r -
ies ,  including food, 
s o c i a l  a n d  c u l t u r a l 
highlights from each. 
They’ll also provide 
important travel up-
dates about things you 
need to know before 
h e a d i n g  a c r o s s  t h e 
Atlantic in 2023. Mon-
day, March 27 at 6:00 
p.m. Registration re-
quired: 815-645-8611.
Flying High: 
Betty the Pan 
Am Stewardess

F a s t e n  y o u r  u n i -
form buttons and get 
ready to travel back to 
the golden age of air 
travel. In the 1960s, 
when jets were new, 
the stewardess was an 
all-American fantasy: 

are caring for a loved one 
with Dementia we are 
here to give support.  
everyone is welcome.
Brain Wits 

3/27 at 11:30, snacks 
served , please sign up
Garden Program 

3/31 @ 10:00am, 
Wicking Garden Tub, 
Mike and Beth Green 
Presenting.

ROCHELLE  — Rock River 
Valley IEA-Retired Teachers is 
sponsoring the Best of Motown 
presented by Gary Wenstrup at Hub 
City Senior Center, 401 Cherry Ave., 
Rochelle, on Thursday March 16. 

Learn about the groundbreak-
ing music produced by Motown 

Records. Listen to the music that 
moved the world. Tickets are $10 
and includes lunch at 11:30 a.m. 
Wear your dancing shoes, the music 
is that great! 

Reservations at tracydiestelmei-
er@gmail.com Questions: 815-238-
1757. Deadline March 6. 

Best of Motown program 
is March 16 in Rochelle
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