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CLINTON — County 
board members recently 
heard a presentation from 
officials of Navigator 
CO2 about the company’s 
proposed carbon dioxide 
pipeline. 

The pipeline would 
terminate in parts of 
central Illinois, including 
DeWitt County, where 
it would inject CO2 
emissions from ethanol 
plants about a mile into 
the ground for permanent 
storage.

Known as “carbon 
capture” or “carbon 
sequestration,” the 
technology is one way 
scientists have looked at 
removing harmful CO2 
from the atmosphere.  
CO2 is one of the primary 
culprits behind global 
warming and climate 
change.

As with other localities 
in the path of carbon 
pipelines, DeWitt County 
board members have 
expressed concerns a 
leak could potentially 
cause serious problems.  
An area in northwest 
DeWitt County has been 
selected by Navigator CO 
2 as a termination point.  
Between 3-6 injection 
wells will pump CO2 
down into the earth about 
a mile into a geological 
formation known as the 
Mount Simon Sandstone 
Formation.  The area is 
considered one of the 
best for storing CO2 
safely.

County board members 
fear a leak in one of 
the wells could cause 
problems with the 
Mahomet Aquifer, the 
drinking water source for 
the county and much of 
east-central Illinois.

Representatives of Vault 
44.01, the carbon capture 
development company 
planning Navigator’s 
pipeline and wells, 
expressed confidence in 
the safety of the wells 
planned for DeWitt 
County.  The company 
has experience with a 
carbon capture project 
they developed for the 
Archer Daniels Midland 
plant in Decatur, which 
has operated safely for 
several years.

              
                See CO2 / A2

Carbon 
capture 
causing 
concern
Research concludes 
it is most likely safe

SPRINGFIELD — On 
March 16, Illinois Sen. 
Sally Turner hosted 
dozens of high school 
students from across 
the 44th Senate District 
to learn more about the 
state’s legislative process.

The students’ visit to 
Springfield was part of 
Turner’s Youth Advisory 
Council (YAC) program.

“I want the students to 
be able to leave here with 
a basic understanding 
on how the committee 
structure works and how 
a bill comes into fruition,” 
Turner said. “I think the 
actual process is a little 
stranger than what we 
learn in our history or 
civics class.”

Turner said she also 
hoped to convey to 
students that legislators 
were “people like them,” 

and hoped some of them 
might be inspired to join 
public service.

Turner’s YAC program 
makes it possible for 
local high school students 
to learn more about 
government through two 
meetings held each school 
year. During the fall 
meeting, students heard 
from local leaders and had 
the opportunity to discuss 
issues important to them.

“I think it is important 
for young people to learn 
about the legislative 
process because it affects 
everyone,” Heyworth 
High School student Ava 
Longfellow. “While it 
may not affect us directly 
right now because we 
can’t vote, a bill that is put 
in place now could affect 
us years down the line, 
so it is important to be 

knowledgeable about the 
process.”

During this week’s 
meeting, students took on 
the various roles involved 
in the legislative process 

for a mock committee 
hearing in an actual 
Senate committee room at 
the Capitol. The students 
served as lawmakers 
discussing and voting on 

the proposal, concerned 
citizens and lobbyists 
advocating for and against 
the issue, and reporters 
covering the hearing.

    See STUDENTS / A2

Turner hosts students to learn about legislative process

Courtesy Sen. Sally Turner office

Fear new store plan could put them under water

Gordon Woods / Journal
Clinton resident Marc Rogers, seated left, addresses the city council about flooding concerns in his neighborhood as site work continues for a 
new Dollar General store.

Residents near
new Dollar General
site worry about 
runoff, home values

Gordon Woods
gwoods@theclintonjournal.com

CLINTON — Residents 
who live an area where 
E. Washington Street 
converges with Lisenby 
Street near E. North 
Street are upset about 
what a new Dollar 
General Store could do to 
their neighborhood.

Developers were set 
to deliver plans to the 
city on Wednesday for a 
new Dollar General on a 
site near the intersection 
of Rt. 54 east and E. 
North Street.  Residents 
in that vicinity attended 

Tuesday’s city council 
meeting to express their 
concerns about how the 
project will and already 
has affected the area.

Anticipating the 
turnout for the meeting, 
Ty Eshleman, land 
surveyor with Peru, Ill.-
based project developer 
Chamlin & Associates 
was at the meeting to 
address those concerns.

“I know after the 
planning commission 
meeting, there were a lot 
of concerns,” Eshleman 
said.  “About traffic on 
North Street and also 
about drainage.

When the Journal 
contacted Dollar 
General’s corporate 
headquarters in February, 
a spokesperson for the 
company said there 
was no plan to move 
its Clinton store from 
its W. Van Buren Street 

location.
Earlier in March, 

residents of the 
neighborhood told the 
Clinton Journal about 
concerns they had about 
drainage in the area 
of the project, where 
preliminary site work 
was already under way.

On Tuesday, Eshleman 
said his company was 
listening to residents’ 
concerns attempting to 
make changes to address 
those concerns.  

“When this project 
started, IDOT (Illinois 
Department of 
Transportation) didn’t 
want us anywhere near 
54,” Eshleman said.

Eshleman was referring 
to how difficult it can 
often be in getting IDOT 
to grant state highway 
access directly onto 
a store property.  The 
planned store site is 

bordered on one side by 
Rt. 54 and on the other by 
E. North Street.

“We went back and gave 
them some options, and 
they have preliminarily 
approved to let us move 
our entrance to the 
highway,” Eshleman said.

The change address 
concerns people living on 
E. North Street had with 
the plan.  

Eshleman said the 
change made it possible 
for developers to realign 
the building on the site.

“That will allow us 
more detention on the 
east side of the property,” 
he said.  

The detention pond will 
handle runoff from the 
store site as well as from 
land behind the store that 
is not part of the project, 
Eshleman said.

“We’ve designed it to 
hold more runoff that 

is actually necessary in 
hopes that it can slow 
down what ends up in 
that drain along north 
street,” he said.

He said it was 
unfortunate that was wear 
the water would have to 
be drained.  But, he added 
they hoped the new “over 
design” would be able 
to handle the excessive 
runoff from a large storm.

“We want you to 
know we did hear you,” 
Eshleman said.  “We 
listened.”

At least one resident 
who responded during 
the meeting was wary 
of the number of times 
Eshleman used the word 
“hopefully.”

“There are a lot of ‘what-
ifs’ and ‘hopefully(s)’,” 
said Tracy Karr.  

“That is a huge 
concern.”

            See STORE / A2
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Selena Higgins
Social Security district 
manager, Bloomington

For most months in 
the year, Supplemental 
Security Income (SSI) 
recipients get their SSI 
payment on the first day 
of the month.  But when 
the first day of the month 
falls on the weekend or 
a federal holiday, you 
receive your SSI payment 
on the last business day 
before the first day of the 
month.  That means you 
may get two SSI payments 
in the same month.

We do this to avoid 
putting you at a financial 
disadvantage and make 
sure that you don’t have 
to wait beyond the first 
of the month to get your 
payment.  It does not mean 
that you are receiving a 
duplicate payment in the 
previous month, so you 
do not need to contact 
us to report the second 
payment.

Here’s how this will 
work in April 2023. 
April 1, 2023, falls on a 
Saturday, so we will issue 

your SSI payment for the 
month of April on March 
31, 2023.  In this example, 
you get two SSI payments 
in March.

The first March 
payment, on March 1, is 
your regularly scheduled 
payment for March.  The 
second March payment, 
on March 31, 2023, is 
your SSI payment for the 
month of April.  

On our website, we 
provide a Schedule of 
Social Security Benefit 
Payments for the current 
and upcoming calendar 
year at www.ssa.gov/
pubs/calendar.htm.

Securing today and 
tomorrow starts with being 
informed.  Please share 
this information with your 
friends and family. 

Getting two SSI 
payments in one month

Somehow, my cellphone 
number ended up on 
somebody’s list. 

Now, I’m receiving daily 
text messages saying that 
my Amazon Prime account 
is about to be canceled for 
nonpayment -- unless I 
immediately click the link 
and give them my credit 
card number. Some of the 
messages say the account 
has already been canceled 
but I can get it back by -- 
you guessed it -- giving 
them my credit card 
number within an hour.

I don’t think so.
I’m on a phone list for 

Netflix as well. I called 
Netflix and no, my 
account is not about to 
be suspended. Said the 
representative: “You’re 
on automatic pay. If 
somehow a payment isn’t 
made, it’s our fault for not 
processing it.”

I have a few accounts 
on auto pay, and I think 
I’ll change some others. 
Another reason to switch 
to the auto pay is the 
horrid mail service lately. 
The Post Office can’t keep 
people, and the ones they 
have are spread so thin 
that we’re lucky to get 
mail delivery three times 

per week. Which means 
that bills are late to arrive 
and mail waiting in the 
box is late getting picked 
up, which also means 
that sometimes a late fee 
is tacked on to the next 
month’s payment. 

If you’re getting those 
“you’re late” messages on 
your cellphone, beware. 
Don’t accidentally touch 
the link in the message. It 
will take you to a website 
that looks real but is not, 
and just connecting to 
it can download a virus 
on your phone. Back out 
carefully and delete the 
text message. Take your 
time.

Don’t try to contact the 
scammers to ask to be 
taken off their list. It only 
verifies that yours is a 
good number and it will 
be sold to others. 

If you want to report 
these scams, go to 
reportfraud.ftc.gov.

(c) 2023 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Scam messages
on cellphones

Students / from page A1

While research seems 
to be on the side of 
sequestration wells being 
essentially safe, CO2 
pipelines have not gone 
without incident.

In February 2020, a 
carbon pipeline leaked 
into the atmosphere near 
Satartia, Miss.  About 300 
residents had to evacuate 
their homes, and 49 people 
were hospitalized from 
breathing the escaping 
cloud.

The Pipeline and 
Hazardous Materials 
Safety Administration 
(PHMSA) determined that 
Denbury, Inc, the company 
that owned the pipeline, 
failed to prepare for 
hazards and did not notify 
local authorities about the 
leak.  PHMSA also found 
Denbury did not properly 
educate residents about 
the pipeline.  The agency 
announced it would 
update safety standards 

and establish new rules for 
CO2 pipelines.

PHMSA determined 
the leak was caused by 
a pipeline rupture when 
heavy rains caused 
movement in the soil.  

The Sartartia leak was not 
connected to sequestration 
wells, but this example 
caused concern among 
municipalities located 
near CO2 well sites or 
in proposed paths of 
pipelines.

In Montgomery County, 
Ill., where part of another 
leg of the Navigator 
pipeline will cross, 
residents, including those 
who are members of the 
Coalition to Stop CO2 
Pipelines, have cited fears 
of a leak similar to Satartia.  
The Montgomery County 
pipeline would pass near 
Taylorville.

The Montgomery 
County leg of the pipeline 
was added after Navigator 

updated its original plan 
to resubmit to the Illinois 
Commerce Commission.  
Like DeWitt County, 
Montgomery County also 
will be a location for CO2 
sequestration wells.

Christian County also is 
a proposed well site.

The Christian County 
Board has placed 
moratoriums on issuing 
any special use permits for 
the facilities, according to 
a story published by The 
State Journal-Register.

Scientific opinions about 
the risks involved in 
CO2 sequestration vary, 
but prominent research 
suggests it is safe.

Stories published in 
magazines, such as 
Scientific American, 
have warned about the 
possible dangers to fresh 
water sources posed by 
underground CO2 leaks, 
while also concluding 
that safe practices could 

mitigate such possibilities.
A Scientific American 

story from 2014 reported 
scientists found that 
escaping CO2 from under 
the sea floor did not appear 
to harm sea life, and the 
chemical makeup of the 
water quickly returned to 
normal.  The findings were 
part of an experiment in 
which researchers injected 
CO2 into the ocean floor 
to test the use of carbon 
capture.  Although a small 
amount of CO2 leaked, 
its effects, at least on the 
surrounding area, were 
minimal and temporary.

Research published 
in 2014 by the National 
Academy of Sciences 
concluded leakage from 
underground CO2 storage 
to be a remote possibility 
and that death from a leak 
was far less likely than 
being struck by lightning.

CO2 / from page A1

“I’m going into political 
science, so I thought it 
was a good idea to come 
to this,” Monticello High 
School student Biniam 
Lienhart. “I’ve learned 
that communication is 
a big key to this. It’s 
important to know when 

to speak and how to speak 
while being confident is 
pretty crucial for what I 
want to do.”

“I feel like I am going to 
get a lot of good talking 
and presentation skills 
from this experience,” 
Mt. Pulaski High School 

student Emma Petro. “It 
is really important for the 
younger generation to 
learn those skills because 
it is something that we 
often lack due to the fact 
we are behind screens for 
most things.”

Turner’s YAC program 

is open to high school 
students in the 44th Senate 
District each year. She 
encourages interested 
students to ask their 
teachers and/or principals 
about taking part in the 
future.

CLINTON, Ill. — 
According to CDC 
estimates, 1 in 6 people 
get sick from a foodborne 
illness each year. In 
Illinois, a Certified Food 
Protection Manager must 
be on-site whenever food 
is prepared and served. 
University of Illinois 
Extension in DeWitt 
County is offering the 
Certified Protection 
Manager course and 
exam, which covers the 
minimum classroom work 
to prepare for the national 
certification exam.

Illinois Extension will 
offer two sessions of the 
Certified Food Protection 
Manager course in DeWitt 
County. Participants must 
attend both days.

May 2 and May 4 | 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m.| DeWitt County 
Extension Office (register 
by April 10)

Nov. 1 and Nov. 3 | 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. | DeWitt County 

Health Department 
(register by Oct. 9)

“Many of us may 
remember a time when 
we got sick from what 
we suspected was 
contaminated food. For 
some people, it is a day 
or two of feeling ill. 
For others, they need 
emergency medical 
care to get better,“ says 
Extension Educator 
Caitlin Mellendorf.

The class covers the 
current FDA Food Code, 
including safe food 
preparation, cooking 
and handling, facility 
safety and maintenance, 
employee health and 
hygiene, and cleaning and 
sanitization.

“Training food service 
professionals who work 
in restaurants, hospitals, 
daycares, schools, 
and other facilities is 
important, so they gain 
skills to prepare food 

safely for their customers,” 
says Mellendorf.

The class fee is $50 for 
the general public. K-12 
Nutrition Professionals 
may attend for free 
courtesy of ABCs of 
School Nutrition. Register 
for this class at go.illinois.
edu/Certified. If you need 
assistance with the class 
fee, please contact Caitlin 
Mellendorf at chuth2@
illinois.edu or call 217-
935-5764.

University of Illinois 
Extension provides equal 
opportunities in programs 
and employment. If 
you need a reasonable 
accommodation to 
participate, please call 217-
935-5764. Early requests 

are strongly encouraged 
to allow sufficient time for 
meeting your access need. 
Please note, if a reader 
or translator is needed, 
contact the National 
Registry of Food Safety 
Professionals at 800-
446-0257 or customer.
service@nrfsp.com.

SOURCE: Caitlin 
Mellendorf, Nutrition 
and Wellness Educator, 
University of Illinois 
Extension

WRITER: Maria 
Lightner, Marketing 
and Communications, 
University of Illinois 
Extension

Food protection course mandate ensures safer foods are being served

Karr lives with her 
family in the former home 
of her grandmother.  She 
said she feared flooding 
problems that were abated 
several years ago could 
come back if the Dollar 
General project were not 
done correctly.  

“What happens when 
this ‘should’ work and 
it doesn’t work and my 
basement is completely 
flooded out,” Karr asked.

Marc Rogers lives at 

the intersection of E 
Washington Street and 
Lisenby Street and also 
has experienced flooding 
in the past.

“I had two inches of 
water in my house, and 
the field tile was the only 
thing to carry the water 
away,” Rogers said.  “We 
definitely need better 
infrastructure on the city 
side.”

Rogers said residents 
weren’t speaking against 

Dollar General, they 
simply wanted the project 
designed so it would not 
cause flooding.

Rogers, who has a 
background in industrial 
technology, did say he 
doubted the claim made 
by developers that runoff 
from the asphalt on the 
site would travel more 
slowly than runoff from 
surrounding farmland.

He also said if 
developers were unable to 

prevent flooding caused 
by the site they were 
required by city code to 
erect a berm.

Residents, including 
Kendra Hunt, also were 
concerned by a potential 
loss in property values by 
as much as 15-20 percent 
because of the project.  
Hunt also said she feared 
an increase in crime in the 
neighborhood.

Store / from page A1
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CLINTON — Linda 
Shaw Fenner, 74, passed 
away on Saturday 
afternoon, March 18, 
2023.  

There will be no services, 
as Linda had requested.  

Linda was born on May 
26, 1948, the daughter of 
Bill and Emogene Shaw.  
She married Marty Fenner 
on June 19, 1975.  

Survivors include her 
husband, Marty Fenner, 
Clinton; children, Lucas 
(Ryan) Fenner, Clinton, 
Ind.; brothers, Mike 
Shaw, Clinton, and Todd 
(Shelley) Shaw, Clinton; 
three grandchildren, Eli, 
and Lily Fenner, and 
Cameron Watson.  Also 
surviving are several 
nieces and nephews.  

Linda was preceded in 
death by her parents and 
brother, Ron Gregory.  

Linda worked at 
Starkey Insurance 

Company for many years 
until retirement.  She 
loved spending time 
with her family and 
friends but especially 
her grandchildren.  She 
also enjoyed all the 
neighborhood cats that 
would gather at her back 
door so she could feed and 
love them.  

She never had a bad word 
for anyone and always had 
a smile on her face.  She 
will be greatly missed by 
everyone who loved her.

Linda Shaw Fenner

LINCOLN — James 
G. Adair, 87, of Lincoln, 
passed away on Friday, 
March 17, 2023, at his 
home, surrounded by his 
family.

Graveside services for 
Mr. Adair will be held on 
Saturday, March 25, 2023, 
at 2 p.m. at the Union 
Cemetery, in Waynesville.

Cremation rites have 
been accorded.

James G. Adair was born 
on December 2, 1935, 
in Waynesville, the son 
of Robert Gilmore and 
Alberta Pearl Gelsthorpe 
Adair. He was united in 
marriage to Joyce Langley 
on July 31, 1954. She 
preceded him in death on 
June 18, 1979. He later 
married Betty Mearida 
Redman on January 1, 
1980. She survives.

Also surviving are his 
children, Debbie Adair, 
Bob (Amy) Adair, Rhonda 
(Dave) Westerfield, Terry 
(Camille) Redman, and 
Steven Redman; one 
sister, Jane (Gene) Bryson; 
eleven grandchildren, 
Teresa McLane, Justin 
Adair, James (Crystal) 

Adair, Adam (Brooke) 
Davis, Matthew 
Westerfield, Tim (Melissa) 
Westerfield, Echo (Rob) 
Staton, Charleah (James) 
Thompson, Logan 
Redman, Samantha 
Redman, and Joseph 
Redman; several great-
grandchildren and two 
great-great-grandchldren.

Jim graduated from the 
Waynesville High School 
in 1954. He retired from 
Cutler Hammer, Inc.

Memorials may be 
made to the Humane 
Society of Logan County 
or the American Lung 
Association.

Peasley Funeral Home is 
assisting the family with 
arrangements.

James G. Adair
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WAPELLA — John 
“Jack” L. 
Colliver, 92, 
of Wapella, 
passed away 
on Saturday, 
March 18, 

2023, surrounded by 
family.

John was born on June 
14, 1930, in Parnell, 
Ill., the son of John 
and Blanche (Maiden) 
Colliver, and he married 
the love of his life, Laura 
E. Jones, on June 17, 
1951, in Perry, Mo.

John is survived by his 
wife. They were married 
71 years. 

Also surviving are 
four children, Jackie 
(Bob) Boring, Mike 
(Karen) Colliver, Tammy 
(Rich) Doner, Brenda 
(Dennis) Underwood; 
grandchildren, Shannon 
(Mitch) Whitson, Lacy 
(Beau) Boudreau, Alicia 
(Eric) Bunting, Jeremiah 
(Amy) Doner, Amber 
(Billy) Rutledge, Hillary 
(JD) Lambert, Lance 
(Ava) Underwood, Jacob 
Underwood, Whitney 
Underwood; and 13 great-
grandchildren. He was 
preceded in death by his 
parents and his brother, 
Harold Colliver.

John was in the U.S.  
Army and served his 
country in the Korean 
Conflict. He was a member 
of the Clinton VFW.

He retired from the 
Illinois Department of 
Transportation in 1993. 
John was a Jack of all 
trades. He was always 
building things and doing 
projects. He enjoyed 

camping and coffee with 
his buddies. He enjoyed 
supporting his kids, 
grandkids, and great- 
grandkids at their events. 
He was always willing to 
lend a helping hand.

A visitation will be held 
at Calvert Funeral Home 
in Clinton, on Wednesday, 
March 22, 2023, from 
5-8 p.m. with a service 
officiated by Jim Kilson 
on Thursday, March 23, 
2023, at 10 a.m. at the 
funeral home. Burial with 
military honors will follow 
at Oak Park Cemetery.

Our family would like to 
thank everyone at Imboden 
Creek Living Center and 
Bonnie Schmid for her 
care and many visits.

In lieu of flowers, 
memorial contributions 
may be made to the 
Wapella Fire Department 
or St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital.

Jack was a loving 
husband, dad, grandpa, 
and great-grandpa. He 
was very soft spoken and 
a kind-hearted man. He 
never met a stranger. He 
will be missed by all who 
knew him.

Online condolences 
may be made at www.
calvertmemorial.com

John ‘Jack’ L. Colliver
CLINTON — Merle 

Henry Cox, 81, of Clinton, 
passed away at 8:26 p.m. 
on March 18, 2023, 
surrounded by family at 
his residence, in Clinton.

Services will be 
conducted at 11 a.m. on 
Saturday, March 25, 2023, 
at First Christian Church, 
Clinton, with Ernie 
Harvey, Jr. officiating. 
Burial will follow at 
Oak Park Cemetery, 
Clinton.  Visitation will 
be held from 5–7 p.m. on 
Friday, March 24, 2023, 
at First Christian Church, 
Clinton.  Calvert Funeral, 
Clinton, is in charge of 
arrangements.

In lieu of flowers, 
memorials may be directed 
to First Christian Church, 
Clinton, Kenney Christian 
Church, Kenney, Little 
Galilee Christian Camp 
or St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital.

Merle was born on July 
3, 1941, in Clinton, the son 
of Roy and Ruth (Florey) 
Cox. He married Sharon 
Kay Lipe on November 7, 
1975, in Clinton.

Survivors include his 
wife, Sharon Kay Cox, 
Clinton; children, Nicole 
Finch (Ashley Finch), 
Clinton, and Colby 
(Melissa McFadden) Cox, 
Huntingdon, Tenn.; five  
grandchildren, Braden 
Finch, Kolten Henry 
Finch, Chloe Marks, 
Avery Cox, and Dylan 
Cox; and brother, Robert 
(Linda) Cox, Clinton.

Merle was preceded in 
death by his parents and 
one brother, William Cox.

Three months after Merle 
married Sharon, at the age 
of 34, he was involved in 
an auto accident which 
left him a paraplegic.  
However, he didn’t let 
that slow him down.  After 
spending three months in 
the hospital, he and Sharon 
went home and learned to 
live life with a disability.  
He returned to his work 
at Grain Flo, Inc., where 
he was a partner, shortly 
after returning home.  He 
remained there until April 
2014 until his declining 

health forced him to retire.
Merle was determined 

to live life to its fullest, 
and that he did.  He 
enjoyed his gardening, 
fishing, and hunting.  He 
bagged several deer from 
his wheelchair.  He and 
Sharon were able to adopt 
two children, and he 
was the best father ever.  
He was always there at 
every event in which they 
participated. 

He was also involved 
in a leadership role at 
First Christian Church 
for many years, plus he 
taught junior high Sunday 
school for approximately 
12 years.  He was very 
devoted to teaching and 
all the kids loved him!  

He loved his family with 
all his heart and enjoyed 
spending as much time 
with them as he could.  He 
was the best husband, dad, 
papa, and brother who 
always put others first.   
He did everything with 
them but walk.

This world was a better 
place with Merle Henry 
Cox in it.  He was an 
inspiration to all those 
who knew him.  He never 
complained about living 
life in a wheelchair.  In 
fact, his testimony was 
that if he had a choice of 
living life with use of his 
legs without having Jesus 
in his heart or living life in 
a wheelchair with Jesus in 
his heart, he would choose 
life in a wheelchair.  He 
will be deeply missed by 
his family and all those 
who were honored to 
know him. 

Online condolences 
may be made at www.
calvertmemorial.com

Merle Henry Cox

CLINTON — The 
Easter Bunny will visit 
the Union School House 
at Weldon Springs State 
Park on April 1.

Everyone is invited to 
meet Easter Bunny from 1 
to 3 p.m. at the free event 
sponsored by the Weldon 
Springs Park Foundation. 
Photos may be taken with 
Mr. Bunny inside the 
schoolhouse.

Treats will be served 
and a craft project will be 
available for children.

The Texas Township 
Hall nature center adjacent 
to the schoolhouse will 

be open for visitors. The 
center has an extensive 
collection of animal life, 
fossils and other examples 
of the natural world found 
throughout the park.

The Weldon Springs 
Park Foundation is a 
nonprofit organization that 
supports the park through 
programs for adults 
and children, provides 
financial resources and 
volunteers to support 
the goal of maintaining 
the park as the center for 
education and experiences 
in nature for visitors of all 
ages.

Easter Bunny to visit Weldon 
Springs schoolhouse
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The Clinton Journal accepts responsibly written 
letters covering topics of interest to our readers.  

Letters must be the original works of their senders.
The Journal accepts letters endorsing political 

candidates up to the Tuesday before a Friday edition 
prior to election day.  The Journal will not publish 
letters from candidates endorsing themselves.

All other letters will be published at the discretion of 
The Journal, space permitting, in the next available 
edition.  The Journal does not publish anonymous 
letters.  Letters submitted for publication must 
include the name of the author, address and 
telephone number.  Addresses and telephone 

numbers will not be published.
The editor and manager reserve the right to edit 

letters for length and/or content and to publish letters 
using any Journal platform, i.e. print newspaper, 
Web site or other electronic delivery method.

Readers should keep in mind that letters published 
are the opinions of their authors, are not news 
reports and do not necessarily reflect the opinions 
of this newspaper its staff or its advertisers.

The Journal does not certify information used in 
letters but will remove any passages it considers 
potentially libelous.

Clinton Journal letter policy

CLINTON CITY COUNCIL
Mayor - Roger Cyrulik
Dan Ballenger
935-2394
Kenny Buchanan
935-9438
Tom Edmunds
935-6861
John Wise
(217) 412-0501

DEWITT COUNTY 
BOARD
Dist. A
Claro Carter - 935-3892
Joe Witte
Jamison Prestegaard - 
309-660-6551

Dist. B
Terry Ferguson, vice 
chairman - 519-0016
John Werts
Patrick Ryan

Dist. C
Megan Myers - 309-212-
9077
Thomas Farris
Kristina Deerwester

Dist. D
Dan Matthews, chairman
 - (217) 306-6576
Melonie Tilley - 935-6538
Brian Riddle

U.S. GOVERNMENT
Executive
President Joseph Biden
The White House
1600 Pennsylvannia Ave.
Washington, D.C. 20500
(202) 456-1414

Legislature
Sen. Dick Durbin
364 Russell Senate Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20510
(202) 224-2152
or
525 S. Eighth St.
Springfield, IL. 62703
(217) 492-4062

Sen. Tammy Duckworth
524 Hart Senate Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20510
(202) 224-2854
(202) 228-0618 FAX

Rep. Mary Miller
Washington, D.C. office
1740 Longworth House 
Office Building
Washington, DC  20515
Phone: (202) 225-5271
Fax: (202) 225-5880

ILLINOIS GOVERNMENT
Gov. J.B. Pritzker
207 Statehouse
Springfield, IL. 62706
(217) 782-6830

87th District Rep.
William Hauter
(Contact info not yet avail-
able for all 103rd General 
Assembly members) 

88th District State Rep.
Dan Caulkins
Springfield Office:
205 A-N Stratton Office 
Building
Springfield, IL   62706
(217) 782-8163
District Office:
715 West Imboden Drive
Decatur, IL  62521
(217) 876-1968
(217) 876-1973 FAX

44th District State Sen.
Sally Turner
Springfield Office:
Senator 44th District
Stratton Office Building
Section B, Office D
Springfield, IL   62706
(217) 782-6216
 District Office:
120 S. McLean St
Suite A
Lincoln, IL  62656
(217) 651-8291

1980 - “Nightline” with Ted 
Koppel premiered.

1982 - Soviet leader 
Leonid L. Brezhnev stated 
that Russia was willing to 
resume border talks with 
China.

1985 - Thousands 
demonstrated in Madrid 
against the NATO pres-
ence in Spain.

1988 - Former national 
security aides Oliver L. 
North and John M. Poin-
dexter and businessmen 
Richard V. Secord and Al-
bert Hakim pled innocent 
to Iran-Contra charges.

1989 - The Exxon Valdez 
spilled 240,000 barrels 
(11 million gallons) of oil 
in Alaska’s Prince Wil-
liam Sound after it ran 
aground.

1989 - The U.S. decided 
to send humanitarian aid 
to the Contras.

1990 - Indian troops left 
Sri Lanka.

1991 - The African nation 
of Benin held its first pres-
idential elections in about 
30 years.

1993 - In Israel, Ezer 
Weizman, an advocate of 
peace with neighboring 
Arab nations, was elected 
President.

1995 - Russian forces 
surrounded Achkoi-Mar-
tan. It was one of the few 
remaining strongholds of 
rebels in Chechenia.

1995 - The U.S. House 
of Representatives 
passed a welfare reform 
package that made the 
most changes in social 
programs since the New 
Deal.

1997 - The Australian 
parliament overturned 
the world’s first and only 
euthanasia law.

1998 - In Jonesboro, AR, 
two young boys open fire 
at students from woods 
near a school. Four stu-
dents and a teacher were 
killed and 10 others were 
injured. The two boys 
were 11 and 13 years old 
cousins.

1998 - A former FBI 
agent said papers found 
in James Earl Ray’s car 
supports a conspiracy 
theory in the assassina-
tion of Rev. Martin Luther 
King Jr.

1999 - In Kenya, at least 
31 people were killed 
when a passenger train 
derailed. Hundreds were 
injured.

1999 - NATO launched air 
strikes against Yugosla-
via (Serbia, Montenegro, 
Kosovo and Vojvodina). 
The attacks marked the 
first time in its 50-year his-
tory that NATO attacked 
a sovereign country. The 
bombings were in re-
sponse to Serbia’s refusal 
to sign a peace treaty 
with ethnic Albanians who 
were seeking indepen-
dence for the province of 
Kosovo.

1999 - The 7-mile tun-
nel under Mont Blanc in 
France became an inferno 
after a truck carrying flour 
and margarine caught fire. 
At least 30 people were 
killed.

2001 - Apple Computer 
Inc’s operating system 
MAC OS X went on sale.

2002 - Thieves stole five 
17th century paintings 
from the Frans Hals 
Museum in the Dutch city 
of Haarlem. The paintings 
were worth about $2.6 
million. The paintings 
were works by Jan Steen, 
Cornelis Bega, Adriaan 
van Ostade and Cornelis 
Dusart.

Stand Downs for 2023 
are gearing up across the 
country, with more to 
take place as the weather 
warms up.

Stand Downs are one-, 
two- or three-day events 
for homeless veterans with 
varying services offered, 
depending on the length of 
the event. A location might 
have services ranging 
from medical screenings 
and dental care, benefits 
counseling (this can be for 
Department of Veterans 
Affairs, Social Security 
and food stamps) and 
legal advice, to housing 
assistance, clean clothing 
and showers, job search 
help, haircuts, substance 

abuse referrals/recovery 
and much more.

A wide variety of 
government agencies, 
individual groups 
and veteran service 
organizations are on hand 
at each event to provide 
help to homeless veterans 
who attend. Some of 
those groups and agencies 
include Department of 
Labor, community service 
providers, VA medical 
centers and more.

To see the schedule for 
this year, go to www.
va.gov/homeless/events.
asp and either filter by 
date or state. More will 
be added as time goes on, 
so check back if there’s 

nothing in your area right 
now. You can also check 
the site for the National 
Coalition for Homeless 
Veterans (nchv.org/
current-stand-downs) for a 
list of 2023 Stand Downs.

If you find an event 
and know you want to 
participate, contact the 
people listed for that 
event. If you’ll likely need 
transportation, be sure to 
tell them and then keep in 
touch.

And if you can volunteer, 

sign up soon so event 
organizers will know 
how much help they’ll 
have. Can you cook? 
Can you drive to pick up 
participants for the event? 
Are you a barber? Any of 
those services and more 
will be welcome.

If you’re part of an 
organization and want to 
provide services, contact 
the nearest VA medical 
center and ask for the 
VA Stand Down point of 
contact. Depending on the 
services you propose to 
provide, your group might 
be eligible for a grant to 
help with costs. 

(c) 2023 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Stand Downs for 2023

I am writing this on 
March 20, the first day of 
Spring. The weather today 
reflects both the promise 
of a change of season and 
a warning that winter may 
still bite. 

The sun is bright and 
gives its warmth and hope 
of new life. The wind this 
morning was frigid and 
warns that winter may 
still rear its head. We 
hope for the future, but 
acknowledge we are not 
out of the woods. This 
duality seems to be the 
state of both world and 
national affairs.

The Ukraine conflict 
has seen a much smaller 
nation come together and, 
to date, successfully fight 
its aggressor-neighbor 
Russia. NATO countries 
have come together and 
provided the military 
equipment for Ukraine 
to defend itself from the 
Russian invasion. Spring 
is in the air.

On opposite side, the 
Chinese and Russian 
leaders are meeting in 

Moscow today. When two 
dictators meet as friends 
there is normally trouble 
being contemplated for 
some nation or group. 
Russia continues to draft 
its young men to fight and 
sends them to Ukraine, 
without proper training, 
to what has been an early 
death for its soldiers. 
However, there are more 
Russians than Ukrainians, 
and a war of attrition does 
not bode well for Ukraine. 
The winter storm is still 
deadly for all concerned 
and perhaps the world at 
large.

At home jobs are 
plentiful. COVID appears 
to be under reasonable 
control. At center stage, 
we are a nation that is 
not involved in a military 
conflict. We should 
be thankful for such a 
Springtime outlook.  Peace 
with full employment and 
no disease is the ultimate 
for any nation and we are 
there.

But winter still can be 
felt at home. Both our 

current and immediate past 
Presidents are shrouded 
in legal difficulties that 
have the potential to tear 
this nation apart. Both 
men have strong egos and 
appear to be self-centered 
in much of their actions. 

That does not play well 
for the nation. Taiwan 
and Ukraine both have 
the blizzard potential of 
bringing this nation into 
a serious winter blizzard. 
That blizzard potential 
requires the nation to be 
ever vigilant and prepared. 
As is often the case for 
those caught in a winter 
storm, preparations for the 
storm are not always done 
adequately.

Locally, elections for 
local government and 
school boards will soon 
be held. Some elections 

are contested, but there 
is no rancor in the streets 
and civility prevails. This 
is a breath of fresh air that 
all should be happy about. 
Lest we forget the angst 
that occurred with the 
landfill and wind turbines, 
count your blessings of 
spring.

America has had a 
winter of Washington 
politicians talking 
doomsday projections on 
both sides of the aisle. It is 
spring, look for the good 
in the country (and there 
is a lot of good). Both 
political parties seem to 
have agendas that focus on 
themselves and political 
power, rather than the 
nation at large. 

There is enough spring 
in the air that we can move 
forward and not be stuck 
petty political bickering 
that does no one any good. 
Take a moment to help 
someone in need. America 
was built on providing 
for those in need. Have a 
great week.

Springtime and current events
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Calvary United 
Pentecostal Church
412 S. Monroe 
Street, Clinton
(217) 935-8627
3 p.m.-Sunday wor-
ship
7 p.m.-Mondays 
family prayer
7 p.m.-Wednesday 
Bible study

Christ Lutheran 
Church 

& preschool
701 S. Mulberry 
Street, Clinton
Office (217) 935-
5808
Preschool office 
(217) 935-4675
8:15 a.m.-Sunday 
worship
9:30 a.m.-Sunday 
school
Preschool Tues., 
Wed. and Thurs. 
morning and after-
noon sessions.

Clinton Church 
of Christ

Bus. Rt. 51 south, 
Clinton
(217) 935-5058
Stephen R. Bradd, 
Gospel preacher
AudioEvangelism.
com
Clinton CofC.com
9 a.m.-Sunday morn-
ing Bible study
10 a.m.-Sunday 
morning worship
1 p.m.-Sunday wor-
ship
7 p.m.-Wednesday 
evening Bible study

Clinton Church 
of God

720 E. Woodlawn 
Street, Clinton
clintoncog.org
Mark Cooper, pastor
9:30 a.m.-Sunday 
school
10:30 a.m.-Sunday 
morning worship
6 p.m.-Sunday night 
service
7 p.m.-Wednesday 
service

Clinton 
Presbyterian 

Church
402 N. Center Street
Office hours: 8:30 
a.m.-12:30 p.m., 
Mon.-Fri.
Tel. (217) 935-6178
Fax (217) 935-6128
Pastor-Paul Stroup
clintonpresbyterian.
org
9:15 a.m.-Sunday 
school
10:30 a.m.-Sunday 
worship with nursery 
available
Senior high youth 
group meets twice a 
month.

PC - A Place to 
Belong - Believe – 
Become

Clinton United 
Methodist Church

308 E. Main Street
Rev. Darrell Howard
(217) 935-5869
clintonumcil.org
9 a.m. Sunday Wor-
ship
10:30 a.m. Sunday 
School Children & 
Adult
5 p.m. Saturday 
Evening Worship in 

chapel
3:30 p.m. Thursday 
JC Stars After School 
Children’s program 
(pickup is available)
3rd Sunday S.W.A.G 
Sr & Jr High Youth
6 p.m. Extended 
Table 2nd and 4th 
Mondays
12:30 p.m. Wednes-
day Backpack Minis-
try

First Baptist 
Church

220 Illini Drive, Clin-
ton
(217) 935-2032
firstbaptistchurch3@
frontier.com
Jonathan Roberson, 
assist. pastor
9:30 a.m.-Sunday 
school
10:30 a.m.-Sunday 
worship
5 p.m.-Sunday eve-
ning worship
7 p.m.-Wednesday 
mid-week prayer 
meeting

First Christian 
Church

100 N. Jackson 
Street, Clinton (W. 
Main & N. Jackson)
clintonfcc.com
Adult Bible School 
10:45 a.m.
Worship Services: 
9:30 a.m. 
First Kids Worship for 
3-yr -olds - 5th grade 
is available at 9:30 
a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Nursery available at 
each morning ser-
vice.

First Church 
of the Nazarene

Rt. 51 and Kleemann 
Drive, Clinton
Michael A. Taylor, 
pastor
8:30 a.m.-Sunday 
prayer around the 
altar
8:45 a.m.-continental 
breakfast
9:30 a.m.-Sunday 
school / Bible study
10:30 a.m.-morning 
worship
7 p.m.-Wednesday 
mid-week service

Kenney Christian 
Church

213 W. Benjamin 
Street, Kenney
(217) 944-2275
Ernie Harvey, min-
ister
9:30 a.m.-Bible study
10:30 a.m.-Sunday 
worship

Lane Christian 
Church

(217) 935-2557
www.lanechurch.org
Jim Kilson, preach-
ing and teaching 
minister
Marcus McCollom, 
youth and family 
minister
9 a.m.-Sunday 
school
10 a.m.-worship
5:30 p.m.-youth 
group
“We’re ordinary 
people helping each 
other become faithful 
followers of Jesus.”

Lifebridges Church
200 S. Alexander 
Street, Clinton
(217) 570-0105
www. lifebridges-
church.com
Pastors-Jonathan 
and Dana Taylor 
10 a.m.-Sunday cel-
ebration
10 a.m.- AMPED 
Kids for ages (1-5 
grades)
10 a.m.-AMPED Jr. 
(birth-K)
7 p.m.-AfterShock 
teen church, 6th-12 
grades
6 p.m.-Wednesday, 
Strategic Disciple
6:30 p.m.-Thursday, 
DIVE teen Bible 
study
7 p.m.- Thursdays, 
1st & 3rd, Empow-
ered Women / 2nd & 
4th, Frontline Men

St. John 
the Baptist 

Catholic Church
502 N. Monroe 
Street, Clinton
(217) 935-3727
Rev. James 
Owusu-Yeboah, 
pastor
4 p.m.-Saturday 
mass
8:30 a.m.-Sunday 
mass

St. Patrick 
Catholic Church

320 S. Locust Street, 
P.O. Box 116, Wa-
pella
(217) 935-8510
Office hours: 10 
a.m.-5 p.m., Tues. & 
Thurs.
Father Geoff Horton, 
pastor
9 a.m.-Sunday, Tues. 
& Thurs. mass
www.saintpatrickwa-
pella.org

Texas Christian 
Church

8301 Texas Church 
Road, Clinton
(217) 454-6846
www. Texaschristian-
church.org
Scott Marsh, minister
9 a.m.-Sunday 
school
10 a.m.-Sunday 
worship
6 p.m.-Sunday eve-
ning worship
6 p.m.-Wednesday 
prayer meeting

The Blessed Hope 
Seventh-Day 

Adventist Church
112 N. Monroe St., 
Clinton
(217) 731-4005
9:30 a.m.-Saturday, 
Sabbath school
11 a.m.- worship with 
pot luck afterwards
6 p.m.-Wednesday, 
prophecy meetings

Wapella 
Christian Church

101 N. Poplar
(217) 731-4404
Josh Gorrie, minister
Wapellacc.com
9 a.m.-Sunday 
school
10 a.m.-worship
“Celebrating our 
150th year”

Area Churches Directory

The
Culinary
Corner
By Chef
Roger Joss

Welcome to my little 
corner of culinary delights.

I will provide a few 
classic recipes.  No, I did 
not get any of them from 
Jed Clampett or Daisy 
Moses (affectionately 
known as Grannie).  Three 
ingredients in the first 
recipe is a dead give-away 
as being truly from the 
south.

First, catch for yourself 
a young possum.  You 
probably will not find them 
in grocery stores.  Dress 
it out.  Discard head and 
feet.  If desired, marinade 
in a standard light brine 
overnight.  Freeze it for 
at least a day.  Peel about 
five or six sweet potatoes.  
Boil potatoes in lightly 
salted water just enough 
to cover the potatoes.  
Include in the water three 
tablespoons of butter and 
about 1 tablespoon of 
sugar.  Boil until potatoes 
are close to tender.  

In a pan with a tightly 
sealed cover, stew the 
possum with a little bit of 
water until tender.  After 
the possum is tender and 
the sweet potatoes ready, 
Place possum in a roasting 
pan.  Arrange the potatoes 
around it.  Lay strips of 
bacon, about five or six, 
over the top of the possum.  
Put it into the oven at 
350°F just long enough for 
it to brown.  Do not forget 
to baste it.  For a possum, 
use thyme, marjoram, and 
black ground pepper.  I 
wonder what Julia child 
would have said about this 
one.

You make possum gravy 
in the same way you 
would make béchamel.  
The only difference would 
be substituting in possum 
grease for the butter.  In 
this case, you would need 
to render the oil from the 
possum fat.  You could use 
milk or chicken stock.  I 

think chicken stock in this 
case would be best.

I could include a recipe 
for possum chili.  It is 
more involved and just 
might win the grand 
prize in a chili cook-
off - provided no one 
knows what meat was 
used.  Other wonderful 
southeastern foods would 
be sweet potato pies and 
pecan pies.  Sweet potato 
pies are basically done 
as you would for quash 
pies.  Those recipes are 
most easy to find.  I will 
not waste your time by 
listing it.  There is one 
very healthy use of sweet 
potatoes I hope you will 
try called “Sweet Potato 
Chips.”  I will briefly 
cover it.

Scrub and peel the sweet 
potatoes.  Slice them 
crossways to make thin 
discs (1/16 inch).  Cook 
in oil at about 325°F 
until brown (about two 
minutes).  Drain on paper 
towels and lightly salt.  
Serve immediately or 
store in the open (do not 
cover).  If you prefer, you 
can make sweet potato 
fries in the same manner 
as making French Fries.  
My wife enjoys this better 
than regular fries.  You 
might wish to try making 
sweet potato soup.  Make 
it as you would squash 
soup.  A blender can help 
reduce the stringiness of 
the potato pulp.  Mashed 
sweet potatoes is just that.  
Add enough milk to get 
the consistency desired.  
Leave out the pepper and 
use only a pinch of salt.

Until next time, peace to 
all.

Pass the possum

BIBLE TRIVIA
By Wilson Casey  

1. Is the book of 
Colossians (KJV) in the 
Old or New Testament or 
neither?

2. Who hid 100 prophets 
in a cave when Jezebel 
was trying to kill them? 
Obadiah, Achan, Rachel, 
Joseph

3. In Revelation 21:1’s 
vision, what will not exist 
in the world to come? Sky, 
Mountain, Sea, Darkness

4. What’s the only 
animal/creature in the 
Bible that tells a lie? 
Serpent, Camel, Donkey, 
Dove

5. In which book is the 
phrase “The nations are 
as a drop of a bucket”? 
TITLE: None, Genesis, 
Isaiah, Romans

6. Which city was 
famous for its fallen 
walls? Derbe, Jericho, 
Corinth, Capernaum

Sharpen your 
understanding of scripture 
with Wilson’s Casey’s 
latest book, “Test Your 
Bible Knowledge,” 
available in bookstores 
and online.

(c) 2023 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

ANSWERS: 1) New, 
2) Obadiah, 3) Sea, 4) 
Serpent, 5) Isaiah 40:15, 
6) Jericho
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CLINTON — On Wednesday, 
March 15, the ball diamonds 
were alive.  

The Maroons were in 
Heyworth battling the stubborn 
Hornets on their home turf, and, 
at home, the Lady Maroons 
were tackling the Lady Broncos 
of Cerro Gordo/Bement (CGB).  

The Maroons had the longest 
game, going a full 7 innings.  
The Hornets drew first blood 
in the third inning with a single 
run.  Then, in the fourth inning, 

the Maroons fired back with five 
runs to take the lead for good.  

The Hornets were not done 
though.  Both teams scored two 
runs in the fifth inning.  Then, 
after a one-inning lull, both 
teams scored three runs in the 
seventh.   The Maroons emerged 
victorious with a 10-5 win in 
their season opener.

Mason Walker (1-0) took the 
win with Brooks Cluver on in 
relief.  The Maroons offense was 
also led by Walker going 3-4 at 
the plate with two doubles and 
two RBIs followed by Braden 
Thayer also going 3-4 with one 
double.  Josh Bass and Jack 

Manning each added a double.
Back in Clinton, the Lady 

Maroons started in on the CGB 
Lady Broncos.  

The Lady Maroons took the 
early lead in the first inning with 
three runs.  The Lady Broncos 
were again held scoreless in the 
second inning, while the home 
team went wild with 8 runs.  

The third and final inning had 
the Lady Maroons scoring 4 
more runs, while again holding 
the visitors scoreless.  The Lady 
Maroons took their home and 
season opener with a 15-0 win.  
Ashley Armstrong pitched the 
complete game with 8 strikeouts, 

while allowing only 2 hits.  The 
Lady Maroons were led by 
Kylee Isaac going 3-4 at the 
plate.  There were three players 
at 2-3 and three at 1-2.  

The final outing of the day 
was the Lady Maroons junior 
varsity (JV) facing the  Broncos 
JV team.  This would prove to 
be the closest and most exciting 
game of the day.  

The teams started even at one 
run apiece in the first inning.  
The Lady Broncos scored in the 
top of the second only to have 
the Lady Maroons come back 
with 3 runs in the bottom of the 
inning.  

The home team added 2 more 
runs in the bottom of the third to 
take a solid 6-2 lead.  

But, the visitors hadn’t given 
up yet.  They added 3 more 
runs in the top of the fourth and 
final inning but came up one run 
short.  

Clinton won 6-5.  Brooke 
Reeves and Heidi Humble led the 
offense going 1-1 with Anelise 
TGhompson,Sarah Mills, and 
Aliviyah Haynes following 
hitting 1-2 at the plate.  Haynes 
pitched the complete game with 
10 strikeouts and allowing 4 hits 
and giving up 7 walks.  

Clinton baseball, softball teams open with wins

DES MOINES, Iowa 
-- Three Illini scorers 
finished in double figures, 
but it was not enough 
as [9] Illinois fell to 
[8] Arkansas, 73-63, in 
the first round of the 
NCAA Division I Men’s 
Basketball Championship 
at Wells Fargo Arena on 
Thursday afternoon.

Terrence Shannon Jr. 
scored 12 of his team-high 
20 points in the second 
half, his 11th game this 
season with at least 20 
points. Shannon also 
grabbed two rebounds and 
notched one steal.

RJ Melendez registered 
all 10 of his points in the 
second half, including 
a stretch during which 
he scored eight straight 
on two 3-pointers and 
a layup. Melendez’s 
10-point outing was 
his eighth double-digit 
scoring performance of 
the season, and he also 
recorded six rebounds, 
three assists, and one steal.

Coleman Hawkins 
finished the afternoon 
with 10 points, while 
he knocked down two 
3-pointers, including one 
early in the second half 

during a 7-0 Illini run. 
Hawkins also notched four 
rebounds, three assists, 
and three steals.

Ty Rodgers ended his 
NCAA Tournament debut 
with six points, three 
rebounds, and a team-high 
four steals.

Luke Goode made two 
3-pointers for the third 
consecutive game, while 
Dain Dainja tallied five 
points, six rebounds, and a 
team-high two blocks.

Illinois finishes the 
season with a 20-13 
record, the program’s 
fourth season in a row 
with at least 20 wins.

TEAM NOTES
• Illinois’ season ended 

at 20-13 overall and 11-9 
in the Big Ten.

• Illinois made its 33rd 
all-time appearance in the 
NCAA Tournament. 

• Illinois made its 
third straight NCAA 
Tournament appearance 
(fourth precluded by 
COVID-19 cancellation in 
2020).

• Illinois is one of four 
Big Ten teams – and one 
of 19 teams nationally 
– to earn a bid in each 
of the last three NCAA 

Tournaments.
• Illinois’ active streak 

of three straight NCAA 
Tournament appearances 
is its longest since 
participating eight years in 
a row from 2000 through 
2007. 

• Illinois was the Big 
Ten’s winningest team 
in league play over the 
last four seasons (55-25, 
.688). The Illini have four 
straight 20-win regular 

seasons, four straight top-
five B1G finishes, and four 
straight winning records 
in Big Ten play.

• The Illini rank fifth 
among Big Ten teams and 
19th among all schools for 
most NCAA Tournament 
appearances. 

• Illinois is 42-34 
(.552) all-time in NCAA 
Tournament games.

PLAYER NOTES
• Terrence Shannon Jr. 

led the Illini with a game-
high 20 points

It was his 11th 20-point 
game of the season

• Luke Goode matched 
season highs in minutes 
(23), three-pointers (2), 
rebounds (4) and steals (1)

• RJ Melendez scored 
in double-figures for the 
eighth time on the season

Two three-pointers tied 
a season high, giving him 
seven games with multiple 
triples on the year

• Coleman Hawkins 
tallied his 16th double-
digit scoring game of the 
season

• Ty Rodgers notched a 
season-high four steals. 

Courtesy of Fighting 
Illini Athletics

Courtesy of the Fighting Illini
Terrence Shannon, JR., Fighting Illini

Illini falls to Arkansas in opening round of NCAA Tourney
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Clinton Police 
Department 

Citation
03/18/23
Austin M. Moore 

22, Clinton Operating 
Uninsured Motor Vehicle. 
Notice to Appear issued.

On 03/17/23 Clinton 
Police arrested Jared K. 
Gambrel 31, Clinton for 
Driving while License 
Suspended and Operating 
Uninsured Motor Vehicle. 
Gambrel was released on a 
Notice to Appear in Court.

On 03/17/23 Clinton 
Police arrested Dominique 
M. Williams 33, Chicago 
for Driving while License 
Suspended. Williams was 
released on a Notice to 

Appear in Court.
On 03/17/23 Clinton 

Police arrested Christopher 
M. Underwood 26, Clinton 
on a DeWitt County 
Warrant and Resisting/
Obstructing a Peace 
Officer. Underwood was 
transported to the DeWitt 
County Jail and released 
to Corrections.

On 03/18/23 Clinton 
Police investigated a Hit 
& Run accident at Van 
Buren & Madison. A 
vehicle driven by Ryan 
H. Dalton 54, Clinton was 
eastbound on Van Buren 
and was stopped at the 
stop light. A vehicle driven 
by Arginaldo Ramirez-
Velazquez 40, Clinton was 
eastbound on Van Buren 
and did not get stopped 
in time and collided 
with Dalton. Ramirez-
Velazquez walked away 
from the scene and was 
located a few minutes later. 
Ramirez-Velazquez was 
arrested for Driving Under 
the Influence of Alcohol, 

Driving while License 
Suspended, Operating 
Uninsured Motor Vehicle 
and Leaving the Scene of a 
property damage accident. 
Ramirez-Velazquez was 
transported to the DeWitt 
County Jail and released 
to Corrections.

On 03/18/23 Clinton 
Police arrested Jared K. 
Gambrel 31, Clinton for 
Driving while License 
Suspended. Gambrel was 
transported to the DeWitt 
County Jail and released 
to Corrections.

On 03/18/23 Clinton 
Police arrested Aaron 
P. Tatro 25, Decatur for 
Driving while License 
Suspended and a Macon 
County Warrant. A 
passenger in the vehicle, 
Devon V. Gatons 28, 
Decatur was taken into 
custody on a Macon 
County Warrant. Both 
subjects were transported 
to the DeWitt County 
Jail and released to 
Corrections.

On 03/19/23 Clinton 
Police arrested Franklin 
C Wheeler 40, Clinton 
for Theft of Mislaid/Lost 
Property. Wheeler was 
transported to the DeWitt 
County Jail and released 
to Corrections.

DeWitt County 
Sheriff’s Office

Larry Baker, 82, Weldon, 
was issued a Citation 
for Expired Registration 
10/2020.  Baker was given 
a Notice to Appear and 
was released.

Devon Evans, 26, 
Clinton, was arrested on 
a DeWitt County Warrant 
charging him with Retail 
Theft/Disp Merch/<$300/
FTA.  Evans being unable 
to post the necessary bond 
remains lodged in the 
DeWitt County Jail.

All suspects are 
presumed innocent until 
found guilty in a court of 
law.

Law Enforcement
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BRIDGE BITES              
 
 
 
DIFFERENT CONTRACT, SAME PLAY          
 
 
 

 Both Vulnerable 
 West     North    East    South 
                           1♥        Dbl 
 Pass     2♠         Pass   ?? 
 
After this beginning the contract might 
reasonably be 3NT (played by South) 
or 4♠ (by North).  Let’s dispose of the 
3NT contract first, because this one 
our readers will make in their sleep.  
West leads a Club, Declarer holds up 
until the third round (in case the Clubs 
are 5-3), and makes her contract when 

both enemy Aces are with the short Clubs.  Nine nervous tricks! 
 
Now watch North declare 4♠ and see where he goes wrong.  East (aggressively) 
leads a Club, and Dummy’s Ace wins the trick.  Then a Spade is conceded to 
East’s Ace and the Club continuation is ruffed by Declarer.  Next, trumps are 
played but Declarer comes unstuck when the suit is 4-1.  East will get in with the 
♦A and persist with Clubs, at which point Declarer will have lost trump control.  
Down one! 
 
North should have taken a leaf out of the No Trump playbook.  That hold-up play 
in Clubs, which is almost routine when playing No Trump, can also work in a suit 
contract.  North can win the opening Club lead with Dummy’s Ace but, when East 
gets in with the ♠A and continues Clubs, the correct play is to refrain from ruffing 
immediately.  When a third round of Clubs is played, North must ruff, but West 
never gets in again to do damage with his Club winners.  What’s good for No 
Trump is also sometimes good for suit play! 
 
 
 
For bridge games, classes, or seminars, contact Mike Tomlianovich by phone: 309-825-5823 or 
b
y
 
e
m
a
i
l
:
 
 
m
j
t
o
m
l
i

 ♠ KQT54 
♥ KQ63 
♦ 987 
♣ 8 

 

♠ 9876 
♥ J8 
♦ 52 
♣ QT765 

       North 
 
West            East  
   
      South 

♠ A 
♥ T9752 
♦ A643 
♣ KJ2 

 ♠ J32  
♥ A4 
♦ KQJT 
♣ A943 
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Classified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $100 or less. 

 (15 words - 2 publications - price must be listed)

CLINTON • WAPELLA • WAYNESVILLE • KENNEY • DEWITT • LANE • WELDON

TO CONTACT US ABOUT 
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

PHONE: 217-935-3171 • FAX: 217-935-8086

EMAIL: EANGEL@THECLINTONJOURNAL.COM

INFORMATION
Office Hours: 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
(Monday-Friday)
Address: 111 S. Monroe St., Clinton
Mail:  P.O. Box 615
 Clinton, IL 61727

CJ DEADLINES:
• Tuesdays at 5 p.m.

(Deadlines subject to change during holiday times)

All classified marketplace line ads will 
appear in the following print publications 
and on our newspaper website:
• Clinton Journal • Saturday Advertiser  
• www.theclintonjournal.com

Call for pricing that starts at  
$19.00 for private party ads and  

$30 for commercial business ads and 
$15 for garage sale ads.

DISCLAIMER: If your advertisement appears incorrectly, notify us immediately. We will not 
be responsible for more than one incorrect insertion, and will only credit customer for one 
insertion.

Mondays
$17

Closed Wednesdays

CLINTON COMMUNITY UNIT SCHOOLS
March 16, 2023

VACANCY NOTICE NO. 19
Please apply on-line at www.applitrack.com/Clinton/onlineapp unless not-
ed otherwise. 

Clinton High School
1. PE/Health Teacher for the 2023-24 school year, application deadline 
March 31, 2023
1. LBS1 Transition Teacher for 2023-24 school year, application deadline 
March 31, 2023
2. English Teacher for the 2023-24 school year, application deadline 
March 31, 2023
1. Administrative Assistant Position. (11 Month-Full Time) Looking for 
a friendly, energetic, organized individual who loves kids with experience 
using quicken, google docs, excel, and word. The position’s benefits include 
an hourly starting rate of $15.00 (negotiable with years of experience) and 
individual health, life, dental, and vision insurance paid for by the District.  
This position will be filled as soon as possible.

Clinton Junior High
1. PE/Health Teacher for the 2023-24 school year, application deadline 
March 31, 2023

Clinton Elementary School 
1. Elementary Teacher for the 2023-24 school year, application deadline 
March 31, 2023
1. Special Ed.Teacher for the 2023-2024 school year, application dead-
line March 31, 2023

Transportation
Sub Bus Driver, ($23.85 per hour) Bus Drivers must have a CDL or be 
willing to obtain one.  
Sub Van Driver, ($21.74 per hour), 
Sub Bus/Van Monitor, ($15.00 per hour)
1 Crossing Guard – (2023-2024 school year) apply online or p/u applica-
tion at the unit office
Sub Crossing Guards, ($15.00 per hour)

Athletics
1. CJHS Dance Coach, please apply online or email letter of interest, re-
sume, and letters of recommendation to Matt Koeppel, AD, at mkoeppel@
cusd15.org, application deadline March 31, 2023
1. CJHS Cheer Coach, please apply online or email letter of interest, re-
sume, and letters of recommendation to Matt Koeppel, AD, at mkoeppel@
cusd15.org, application deadline March 31, 2023

Cafeteria
1. Kitchen Staff (5.0 hours) 9-month position, Food Service Certificate 
required or be willing to obtain one / Kitchen experience preferred / Reports 
to CJHS Kitchen Manager
2. Sub Kitchen Help, (on call as needed)

Unit Office

1. Teacher Aide - Bilingual (English & Spanish), please see website for 
requirements for paraprofessional license  https://roe17.org/licensure/para-
professionals , application deadline March 31, 2023

03242023

111 S. Monroe St., Clinton, IL 61727 
P: (217) 935-3171 • F: (217) 935-6086 

www.theclintonjournal.com

Interested applicants must be able to make cold calls, 
have a valid driver’s license, have current car insurance, 
be neat and clean in appearance, work in a responsible, 

timely manner, and be able to meet deadlines. 

Approximately 15-20 hours/week. 

This position would be perfect for a mature adult/retiree.  
Express your interest with an email to:  

kpyne@theclintonjournal.com.

Clinton Journal is 
in search of a 

Multimedia Sales 
Representative

3/24/23
PLEASE READ 
YOUR Classified ad 
or display ad on the 
first day of publi-
cation.  If there are 
mistakes notify us 
immediately.  We 
will make chang-
es for errors and 
adjust your bill but 
only if we receive 
notice on the first 
day the ad is pub-
lished.  We limit our 
liability to you in this 
way and we do not 
accept liability for 
any other damages, 
which may result 
from an error or 
omission in an ad.  
All ad copy must 
be approved by the 
newspaper, which, 
reserves the right 
to request changes, 
reject or properly 
classify an ad.  The 
advertiser and not 
the newspaper is 
responsible for the 
truthful content of 
the ad.  Advertising 
is also subject to 
credit approval. 

ALL REAL 
ESTATE  
advertised herein is 
sub ject to the Fed-
eral Fair Housing 
Act, which makes it 
illegal to advertise 
any preference, 
limitation or discrim-
ination based on 
race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, 
familial status or 
national origin or 
intention to make 
any such prefer
ences, limitation 
or dis crimination. 
We will not know-
ingly accept any 
advertising for real 
estate, which is in 

violation of the law. 
All persons are 
hereby informed 
that all dwellings 
advertised are 
available on an 
equal op portunity 
basis. (TFN)

101 LEGAL NOTICES

FAX RECEIVING 
AND 
SENDING SER-
VICE 
The Clinton Jour-
nal will facsimile 
documents to other 
fax machines for 
private parties and 
business. RATES: 
(Receiving) $2 
 First page, $1 
each page after, 
(sending in US) 
$3  First page. $1 
each page after. 
Get your important 
docu ments where 
they need to be 
instantly by taking 
ad vantage of our 
facsimile machine. 
Reproduce com
plete documents 
and/or pictures by 
telephone in just 
a couple minutes! 
Just stop by the 
Clinton Journal, 111 
S Monroe, Clin-
ton  no appoint-
ment necessary. 
(119TFN)

NEW TO TOWN? 
Stop by our office 
for your Free 2021–
2022 Community 
Guide. This guide 
will tell everything 
you need to know 
about settling into 
Clinton and making 
it home. 
Clinton Journal           
111 S Monroe, 
Clinton

201 DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARE 

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as 
a childcare facil-
ity, may cause to 
be published any 
advertisement solic-
iting a child care 
service. *A child-
care facility that is 
licensed or operat-
ing under a permit 
issued by the Illi-
nois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may pub-
lish advertisements 
of the services for 
which it is specif-
ically licensed or 
issued a permit. 
The Clinton Journal 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian 
to verify the validity 
of the license of 
any facility before 
placing a child in its 
care. 
*Family homes 
that care for no 
more than three 
(3) children under 
the age of twelve 
or which receive 
only children from 
a single household, 
for less than 24 
hours per day, are 
exempt from licen-
sure as day care 
homes. The three 
children to whom 
this exemption 
applies includes 
the family’s natural 
or adopted chil-
dren and any other 
persons under the 
age of 12 whether 
related or unrelated 
to the operator of 
the day care home. 
(DCFS Rule, Part 
377.3 (c)) 

203 HELP WANTED

THE CLINTON 
JOURNAL is 
seeking a substi-
tute delivery driver.  
Responsibilities 
include picking up 
paper bundles from 
the Journal office 
and delivering them 
to designated busi-
nesses in a timely 
manner.  MUST 
have a valid driver’s 
license, reliable 
transportation and 
valid insurance.  
Apply at the Clinton 
Journal office, 111 
S. Monroe St., Clin-
ton. (203TFN)

Hiring Personal 
care assistant/
CNA/Home health 
aid.  Individuals 
who are com-
passionate and 
serviceorientated 
to care for others.  
Assist with activi-
ties of daily living, 
including bathing, 
dressing, toilet-
ing, and running 
errands.  Bene-
fits: Working hour 
discount, Flexible 
schedule.  Time 
schedule 5 hours 
per day & $30 per 
hour.  I can be 
reached email Andy 
(andyctrangegrad-
ing@gmail.com) 
for more details. 
(2030407)

305 GARAGE/
RUMMAGE SALES

PLACE A RUM-
MAGE SALE AD 
IN THE CLINTON 
JOURNAL. Dead-
line for ads are: 

Monday, 5:00 PM 
for the following Fri-
day edition.  Rate: 1 
publication and up 
to one week online, 
Up to 20 words for 
$17.00, additional 
words are 25¢ a 
word.  OUR RAIN 
GUARANTEE: If it 
rains on your sale 
day, we’ll rerun the 
same ad (only date 
& time changes) 
for free. Must run 
within 2 weeks.

FOR SALE. Patio 
Settable, 4 folding 
chairs, umbrel-
la never used 
outdoors, $125.00, 
2179442106 
(3050331)

LEGAL

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT FOR THE 
SIXTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT

DEWITT COUN-
TYIN PROBATE

NO: 2023PR8

IN THE MATTER 
OF THE ESTATE 
OF DAVID L. FULL-
ER, DECEASED

CLAIM DATE 
NOTICE   INDE-
PENDENT ADMIN-
ISTRATION

Notice is hereby 
given of the death 
of the above named 
decedent;

Letters of Office 
were issued on 
February 28, 2023 
to Kemp S.  Full-
er, 18131 Parnell 
Road, DeWitt, De-
Witt County, Illinois 
61735 as indepen-
dent executor.  The 
attorney for the 
estate is Joseph B. 
Taylor of Taylor & 
Lynch, 216 South 
Center Street, P.O. 
Box 478, Clinton, 
Illinois, 61727.

Claims may be 
filed in the office 
of the Clerk of the 
Court at the DeWitt 
County Courthouse, 
201 W. Washington 
Street, Clinton, Illi-
nois 61727, or with 
the Representative, 

or both, on or be-
fore September 10, 
2023.  Any claim 
not filed within that 
period is barred.  
Copies of the Claim 
filed with the Clerk 
of the Court must 
be mailed or deliv-
ered to the Repre-
sentative and to the 
Attorney within 10 
days after it is filed.

The estate will 
be administered 
without court 
supervision, unless 
an interested party 
terminates Indepen-
dent Administration 
by filing Petition to 
Terminate under 
Section 284 of the 
Illinois Probate Act 
(755 ILCS 5/284).  
A form of a Petition 
to Terminate Inde-
pendent Administra-
tion may be opened 
from the Clerk of 
the Court at the 
above address.

Dated this 2nd day 
of March, 2023.

Kemp S. Fuller, 
Independent Exec-
utor of the Estate 
of David L. Fuller, 
Deceased

JOSEPH B. TAY-
LOR 02803046
TAYLOR & LYNCH
216 SOUTH CEN-
TER STREET
P.O. BOX 478
CLINTON, ILLI-
NOIS 61727
TEL: (217) 935
2183
FAX: (217) 935
8219
EMAIL: attor-
neys@dewittcoun-
tylaw.com

LEGAL 19710
March 10, 17, and 
24 2023

LEGAL

IN THE UNITED 
STATES DISTRICT 
COURT FOR 
THE CENTRAL 
DISTRICT OF 
ILLINOIS SPRING-
FIELD DIVISION
UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA,
Plaintiff,
vs.
SHERYL E. ZBIN-
DEN, 
Defendants. 
Civil No. 22cv
3104

NOTICE OF MAR-
SHAL’S SALE
PUBLIC NOTICE is 
hereby given that 
pursuant to a judg-
ment of foreclosure 
entered by the court 
in the aboveen-
titled cause, the 
property hereinafter 
described or so 
much thereof as 
shall be sufficient to 
satisfy said judg-
ment, will be sold to 
the highest bidder.
1. The name, 
address and 
telephone number 
of the person to 
contact for infor-
mation regarding 
the real estate is: 
Angela Gardner, 
SFH Specialist, 
2118 W. Park Ct., 
Champaign, IL 
61821. Telephone: 
217.403.6226
2. The common 
address and other 
common descrip-
tion, if any, of the 
real estate is: 104 

N. Mulberry Street, 
Clinton, Illinois 
61727.
3. The legal de-
scription of the real 
estate is:
The West ½ of 
Out Block 3 in the 
Original Town, now 
City of Clinton, 
Except 99 feet off 
the full North and 
of the West ½ of 
Out Block 3 in the 
Original Town, now 
city of Clinton and 
Except 99 feet of 
the full south end of 
the West ½ of Out 
Block 3 in the Orig-
inal Town, now City 
of Clinton, and 
also except com-
mencing at the 
Southwest corner of 
the East ½ of Out 
Block 3 in the Orig-
inal Town, now City 
of Clinton, thence 
North 165 feet, 
thence West 40 
feet, thence South 
165 feet, thence 
east 40 feet to the 
place of beginning, 
situated in the 
county of Dewitt, 
State of Illinois.
Parcel #0734204
006
4. The real estate 
may be inspected 
prior to sale at the 
following times:
(Available for 
inspection during 
business hours 
upon reasonable 
advance notice to 
the county office 
listed above.)
5. The time and 
place of the sale 
are Thursday, April 
20, 2023, at 11:00 
a.m., inside the 
main entrance of 
the DeWitt County 
Courthouse, 201 W. 
Washington Street, 
Clinton, IL 61727. 
MASKS ARE RE-
QUIRED FOR ALL 
ATTENDING THE 
SALE.
6. The terms of the 
sale are:
10% of purchase 
price payable at 
time and place of 
sale by Cashier=s/
Official Bank Check 
made payable to 
the United States 
Marshals Service. 
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Balance to be paid 
by  Cashier=s/Of-
ficial Bank Check 
made payable to 
the United States 
Marshals Service 
and received by the 
United States Mar-
shal, 100 NE Mon-
roe Street, Peoria, 
Illinois 61602, with-
in thirty (30) days of 
date of said sale. If 
the balance is not 
received within said 
time period, the 
10% payment made 
at time of sale shall 
be forfeited to the 
United States, the 
sale shall be void 
and a new sale 
shall be scheduled 
by the Court.
7. Title will be con-
veyed subject to all 
general real estate 
taxes for the years 
2022 and thereaf-
ter to be paid by 
buyer(s), which are 
a lien upon the real 
estate, and special 
assessments, if 
any, and ease-
ments and restric-
tions of record. 
Buyer(s) shall also 
be responsible for 
payment of the real 
estate transfer tax 
(35 ILCS 200-31-
45).
8. Said property is 
being sold at this 
judicial sale “AS 
IS” WITHOUT ANY 
WARRANTIES 
OF HABITABILITY 
OR ANY OTHER 
WARRANTIES, 
EITHER EXPRESS 
OR IMPLIED.
9. Upon receipt of 
the entire purchase 
price amount, a 
Certificate of Sale 
shall be forwarded 
to the Marshal for 
execution describ-
ing the lands and 
tenements pur-
chased and the 
sum paid therefor to 
be tendered to the 
purchaser. Upon 
confirmation of said 
sale by the Court, 
the holder of said 
Certificate of Sale 
shall be entitled 
to a deed for said 
premises.
10. IF YOU ARE 
THE MORTGAGE 
OR (HOMEOWN-
ER), YOU HAVE 
THE RIGHT 
TO REMAIN IN 
POSSESSION 
FOR 30 DAYS 
AFTER ENTRY OF 
AN ORDER OF 
POSSESSION, IN 
ACCORDANCE 
WITH SECTION 
15-1701(c) OF THE 
ILLINOIS MORT-
GAGE FORECLO-
SURE LAW.
DATED at Spring-
field, Illinois, this 
28th day of Febru-
ary 2023.
s/Justin Hamrock
JUSTIN HAMROCK
CHIEF DEPUTY 
UNITED STATES 
MARSHAL
CENTRAL DIS-
TRICT OF ILLI-
NOIS

LEGAL 19712
March 17, 24, 31 
and April 7, 2023

LEGAL

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 
6TH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT

DEWITT COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS

LAKEVIEW LOAN 
SERVICING LLC,

PLAINTIFF,

VS.

THOMAS CULPEP-
PER A/K/A THOM-
AS L CULPEP-
PER; UNKNOWN 
OWNERS AND 
NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS,

DEFENDANTS.

NO. 22 FC 27

404 NORTH STATE 
STREET

FARMER CITY, IL 
61842

JUDGE

PRESIDING 
JUDGE

NOTICE BY PUBLI-
CATION

NOTICE IS HERE-
BY GIVEN TO 
YOU,

Thomas Culpepper 
a/k/a Thomas L 
Culpepper

Unknown Owners 
and Non-Record 
Claimants

defendants, that 
this case has been 
commenced in this 
Court against you 
and other defen-
dants, asking for 
the foreclosure of 
a certain Mortgage 
conveying the 
premises described 
as follows, to wit:

LOTS 1 AND 2 
IN BLOCK 6 IN 
HUDDLESTON’S 
SECOND ADDI-
TION TO FARMER 
CITY, SITUATED IN 
THE COUNTY OF 
DEWITT, IN THE 
STATE OF ILLI-
NOIS.

Commonly known 
as: 404 North State 
Street

Farmer City, IL 
61842

and which said 
Mortgage was 
made by,

Thomas Culpepper 
a/k/a Thomas L 
Culpepper

Mortgagor(s), to

Eagle Mortgage 
Brokerage, Inc.

Mortgagee, and re-
corded in the Office 
of the Recorder of 
Deeds of DeWitt 
County, Illinois, 
as Document No. 
224694; and for 
other relief.

UNLESS YOU file 
your answer or 
otherwise file your 
appearance in this 
case, on or before 
April 17, 2023, 
A JUDGMENT 
OR DECREE BY 
DEFAULT MAY BE 
TAKEN AGAINST 
YOU FOR THE 
RELIEF ASKED IN 
THE COMPLAINT.

E-filing is now man-
datory with limited 
exemptions. To 
e-file, you must first 
create an account 
with an e-filing 
service provider. 
Visit http://efile.
illinoiscourts.gov/
service-providers.
htm to learn more 
and to select a 
service provider. If 
you need additional 
help or have trouble 
e-filing, visit http://
www.illinoiscourts.
gov/faq/gethelp.asp 
or talk with your 
local circuit clerk’s 
office. If you cannot 
e-file, you may be 
able to get an ex-
emption that allows 
you to file in-person 
or by mail. Ask 
your circuit clerk 
for more informa-
tion or visit www.
illinoislegalaid.org. 
If you are unable to 
pay your court fees, 
you can apply for 
a fee waiver. For 
information about 
defending yourself 
in a court case 
(including filing an 
appearance or fee 
waiver), or to apply 
for free legal help, 
go to www.illinoisle-
galaid.org. You can 
also ask your local 
circuit clerk’s office 
for a fee waiver 
application.

PURSUANT TO 
THE FAIR DEBT 
COLLECTION 
PRACTICES ACT, 
THE PLAINTIFF’S 
ATTORNEY IS 
DEEMED TO BE 
A DEBT COLLEC-
TOR ATTEMPTING 
TO COLLECT A 
DEBT AND ANY IN-
FORMATION WILL 
BE USED FOR 
THAT PURPOSE.

McCalla Raymer 
Leibert Pierce, LLC

Attorney for Plaintiff

1 N. Dearborn St. 
Suite 1200

Chicago, IL 60602

Ph. (312) 346-9088

File No. 22-
13720IL-872265

I3215578 

LEGAL 19724
March 17, 24, and 
31, 2023

LEGAL

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 
SIXTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT 
DEWITT COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS

No. 56-TX-169

In the matter of 
DEWITT SPE-
CIAL DRAINAGE 
DISTRICT, in the 
Counties of DeWitt 
and Piatt, and State 
of Illinois

NOTICE OF HEAR-
ING

YOU ARE HERE-
BY NOTIFIED that 
on the 14th day of 
April, 2023, at 11:00 
a.m., a hearing 
will be held on the 
Commissioner’s 
Petition for Election 
of Non-Landowners 
As Commissioners, 
filed on the 20th 
day of February, 
2023 in this matter 
in Courtroom A of 
the DeWitt County 
Courthouse, 201. 
W. Washington St., 
Clinton, Illinois, 
before the presid-
ing Judge Karle 
E. Koritz, at which 
time and place you 
may appear if you 
so desire.

James D. Cottrell, 
attorney for the 
Plaintiff

Prepared By:
James D. Cottrell
James D. Cottrell 
Law Office, PC
505 W. University, 
Ave
Champaign, Illinois 
61820
217-693-4905
Email: jdc4@live.
com
ARDC: 61824207

LEGAL 19726
March 17, and 24, 
2023

LEGAL

ANNUAL TOWN 
MEETING-NO-
TICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN To the legal 
voters, residents of 
Tunbridge Township 
in the County of 
DeWitt and State of 
Illinois, that the An-
nual Town Meet-
ing of said Town-
ship will take place 
on Tuesday, April, 
11 Year 2023 at the 
hour of 6:15 P.M. 
at the Tunbridge 
Township Building, 
412 E Crosley St, 
Kenney, IL for the 
transaction of the 
miscellaneous 
business of the 
said township; and 
after a Moderator 
having been elect-
ed, will proceed to 
hear and consider 
reports of officers, 
and decide on such 
measures as may, 
in pursuance of 
law, come before 
the meeting.  Dated 
March 24, 2023. 
Kari Williams, Tun-
bridge Township 
Clerk

LEGAL 19730
March 24, 2023

LEGAL

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 
6TH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT

DEWITT COUN-
TY-CLINTON, 
ILLINOIS

ROCKET MORT-
GAGE, LLC F/K/A 
QUICKEN LOANS, 
LLC, 

PLAINTIFF

vs.

UNKNOWN HEIRS 
AT LAW AND LEG-
ATEES OF BOB D. 

WIENEKE; KATH-
LEEN R. WISMER, 
INDEPENDENT 
EXECUTOR OF 
THE ESTATE OF 
BOB D. WEIN-
KE, DECEASED; 
KATHLEEN WIS-
MER; UNKNOWN 
OWNERS AND 
NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS,

DEFENDANT

NO. 2022FC28

PUBLICATION 
NOTICE

The requisite affi-
davit for publication 
having been filed, 
notice is hereby 
given to you, UN-
KNOWN HEIRS AT 
LAW AND LEG-
ATEES OF BOB 
D. WIENEKE; and 
UNKNOWN OWN-
ERS AND NON-
RECORD CLAIM-
ANTS, Defendant in 
the above entitled 
suit, that the said 
suit has been 
commenced in 
the Circuit Court 
of the 6th Judicial 
Circuit, DeWitt 
County, Illinois by 
the plaintiff against 
you and other 
defendant, praying 
for the foreclosure 
of a certain mort-
gage conveying the 
premises described 
as follows to wit:

49.66 ACRES, 
MORE OR LESS, 
ALONG THE WEST 
SIDE OF LOT 1 
IN THE NORTH-
WEST QUARTER 
OF SECTION 18, 
TOWNSHIP 19 
NORTH, RANGE 
3 EAST OF THE 
THIRD PRINCI-
PAL MERIDIAN, 
CREEK TOWN-
SHIP, DEWITT 
COUNTY, ILLI-
NOIS, AND MORE 
PARTICULARLY 
DESCRIBED AS 
FOLLOWS:

THE SOUTH 1/2 
OF LOT 1 OF THE 
SOUTHWEST 1/4 
OF THE SOUTH-
WEST 1/4 AND 
LOTS 2 AND 8 OF 
THE SOUTH 1/2 
OF LOT 1 IN THE 
SOUTHWEST 1/4 
OF THE NORTH-
WEST 1/4 OF SEC-
TION 18, TOWN-
SHIP 19 NORTH, 
RANGE 3 EAST 
OF THE THIRD 
P.M., CREEK 
TOWNSHIP, DE-
WITT COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS. ALSO 
DESCRIBED AS:

COMMENCING 
24 POLES W OF 
THE NE CORNER 
OF THE SE 1/4 
OF THE NW 1/4 
OF SEC 18, T 19 
N, R 3 E OF THE 
3RD P.M., AND 
RUNNING FROM 
THENCE W 6 
POLES, THENCE 
S 80 POLES, 
THENCE E 6 
POLES, THENCE 
N 80 POLES TO 
P.O.B., CONTAIN-
ING 3 ACRES; 
ALSO, 15.66 
ACRES OFF OF 
THE W SIDE OF 
THE N 1/2 OF LOT 
1 OF NW 1/4 OF 
SEC 18; ALSO, 25 
ACRES OFF OF 
THE W SIDE OF 
THE S 1/2 OF LOT 
1 OF NW 1/4 OF 
SECTION 18.

ALSO, COMMENC-
ING AT THE NE 
CORNER OF THE 
SE 1/4 OF THE 
NW 1/4 OF SEC 
18, T 19 N, R 3 E 
OF THE 3RD P.M., 
THENCE RUN-
NING S 40 RODS, 
THENCE W 24 
RODS, THENCE N 
40 RODS, THENCE 
E 24 RODS TO 
THE PLACE OF 
BEGINNING, 
CONTAINING 6 
ACRES, MORE 
OR LESS, DEWITT 
COUNTY, ILLI-
NOIS, MEANING 
AND INTENDING 
TO CONVEY ALL 
LAND OWNED BY 
SAMUEL F. PRIM-
MER AT THE TIME 
OF HIS DEATH IN 
THE NORTH 1/2 
OF SECTION 18, 
TOWNSHIP 19 
NORTH, RANGE 
3 EAST OF THE 

THIRD P.M., 
CREEK TOWN-
SHIP, SITUATED 
IN THE COUNTY 
OF DEWITT, IN 
THE STATE OF 
ILLINOIS.

COMMON AD-
DRESS:

12355 Middle 
Creek Road, Clin-
ton, IL 61727

P.I.N.:

13-18-100-006

and which said 
mortgage was 
signed by BOB D. 
WIENEKE (DE-
CEASED), Mort-
gagor, to Mortgage 
Electronic Registra-
tion Systems, Inc., 
Quicken Loans, 
LLC, as Mortgag-
ee, and recorded 
in the Office of 
the Recorder of 
Deeds of DeWitt 
County as Docu-
ment No. 259426; 
and for such other 
relief prayed; that 
summons was duly 
issued out of the 
Circuit Court of De-
Witt County against 
you as provided by 
law, and that the 
said suit is now 
pending.

NOW THERE-
FORE, UNLESS 
YOU, the said 
above defendant, 
file your answer to 
the Complaint in 
said suit or other-
wise make your 
appearance therein, 
in the Office of the 
Clerk of this Court 
in DeWitt County at 
201 West Washing-
ton PO Box 439, 
Clinton, IL 61727 
on or before April 
24, 2023, default 
may be entered 
against you at any 
time after that day 
and a judgment en-
tered in accordance 
with the prayer of 
said complaint.

E-Filing is now 
mandatory for 
documents in civil 
cases with limited 
exemptions. To 
e-file, you must first 
create an account 
with an e-filing 
service provider. 
Visit http://efile.
illinoiscourts.gov/
service-providers.
htm to learn more 
and to select a 
service provider. If 
you need additional 
help or have trouble 
e-filing, visit http://
www.illinoiscourts.
gov/faq/gethelp.asp 
or talk with your 
local circuit clerk’s 
office.

Johnson, Blumberg 
& Associates, LLC

30 N. LaSalle St., 
Suite 3650

Chicago, Illinois 
60602

Email: ilpleadings@
johnsonblumberg.
com

Ph. 312-541-9710 / 
Fax 312-541-9711

JB&A # IL 22 0003

I3216028 

LEGAL 19731
March 24, 31 and 
April 7, 2023

LEGAL

DEPARTMENT OF 
NATURAL RE-
SOURCES
OFFICE OF REAL-
TY & ENVIRON-
MENTAL PLAN-
NING
DIVISION OF 
CONCESSION & 
LEASES
NOTICE OF 
SEALED BID FOR 
CONCESSION 
LEASING

A competitive 
sealed bid for 
concession leasing 
will be accepted by 
the Department of 
Natural Resources. 
Consisting of one 
concession building 
with a restaurant 
and outdoor patio. 
The concession 
building has addi-
tional rooms where 
bait/boat supplies 

may be rented 
and/or sold. It also 
has an employee 
restroom just off of 
the kitchen as well 
as outdoor acces-
sible restrooms for 
visitors. The boat 
docks are located 
in front of the con-
cession and there 
is a kayak & Jon 
boat loading and 
unloading area just 
off to the side of 
the docks for boat 
rentals. The con-
cession is located 
at Weldon Springs 
State Park. Bid 
forms and related 
information will be 
discussed during a 
Non-Mandatory At-
tendance Pre-Sub-
mission Conference 
conducted by the 
Department of 
Natural Resources 
on March 30, 2023 
at 1:30 p.m. at the 
Weldon Springs 
Park Office. The 
State publishes 
procurement infor-
mation, including 
updates, on BidBuy 
at https://www.
bidbuy.illinois.gov/
bso/ . Prospective 
bidders will need 
to download and 
print the necessary 
forms from BidBuy, 
Bid Solicitation # 
23-422DNR-RE-
ALT-B-35359. 

The State of Illinois, 
Department of 
Natural Resources, 
shall not unlawfully 
discriminate on the 
basis of race, color, 
sex, national origin, 
age or handicap 
in admission to, 
or treatment or 
employment in, pro-
grams or activities. 

BY ORDER OF 
THE DEPART-
MENT OF NATU-
RAL RESOURCES
Natalie Finnie, 
Director

LEGAL 19732
March 24, 2023

LEGAL

To the legal voters, 
residents of the 
Town of Clintonia, 
in the County of 
DeWitt, State of 
Illinois, Annual 
Town Meeting of 
said Town will take 
place on Tuesday, 
April 11, 2023 at 
6:00 P.M. at 9180 
Township Road, 
Clinton, IL 61727 
The agenda for 
the meeting will 
be: Call to order/
Appoint Modera-
tor, reading of the 
minutes from 2022, 
public comment, 
Old Business, New 
Business, expens-
es and revenues 
available for FY 
2023 for review. 
The next Annual 
Town Meeting will 
be April 09, 2024 at 
6:00 P.M. at 9180 
Township Road, 
Clinton, IL 61727. 
The next regular 
monthly meeting of 
the Township board 
will be April 18, 
2023 at 9:00 A.M. 
Close meeting. 

Debra Coale 
Clintonia Township 
Clerk

LEGAL 19733
March 24, 2023

LEGAL

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 
SIXTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT,
DEWITT COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
In Probate

IN RE THE ES-
TATE OF 

MARY E. TOMKIN-
SON 

 No. 2023PR3 

DECEASED 

NOTICE BY PUB-
LICATION

TO: CREDITORS 
and CLAIMANTS 

Notice is hereby 
given of the death 
of MARY E. TOM-
KINSON, who died 

on December 19, 
2022, a resident of 
Clinton, Illinois. 

Letters of Office 
were issued on 
February 21, 
2023, to DENNIS 
R. TOMKINSON, 
whose address 
is 24 Holly Drive, 
Clinton, IL 61727, 
as Executor; and 
whose attorney of 
record is Stephen 
R. Myers, 202 W. 
Adams Street, Clin-
ton, Illinois 61727. 

Claims against the 
estate may be filed 
in the office of the 
Clerk of the Court 
at 201 W. Washing-
ton Street, Clinton, 
Illinois 61727, or 
with the Executor 
identified above, or 
both, on or before 
October 1 2023. 
Any claim not filed 
on or before that 
date is barred. 
Copies of a claim 
filed with the Clerk 
must be mailed or 
delivered by the 
claimant to the 
Executor and to the 
attorney within (ten) 

10 days after it has 
been filed. 

The estate will 
be administered 
without Court 
supervision unless 
an interested party 
terminates indepen-
dent administration 
by filing a petition 
to terminate under 
section 28-4 of the 
Probate Act of 1975 
(755 ILCS 5/28-4). 

Dated: March 20, 
2023 

Stephen R. Myers, 
Attorney at Law 

ARDC No. 2008203 
Stephen R. Myers 
Attorney for Exec-
utor 
202 W. Adams 
Street 
Clinton, Illinois 
61727 
Tel. (217) 935-8326 
Fax (217) 935-4333 
E-Mail: steve@
stevemyerslaw.com 

LEGAL 19737
March 24, 31 and 
April 7, 2023

935-3171

The Clinton

Journal

ADVERTISING
IS AN 

INVESTMENT!

Plan your 
advertising dollars 

wisely. 
Be sure to target 

your specific market 
to increase your 

sales.

We can help.
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Lauren Quinn
University of Illinois Extension

URBANA, Ill. – When he heard an 
old barn on the University of Illinois 
campus was scheduled for demolition, 
soil scientist Andrew Margenot went to 
investigate. Inside, on dusty shelves, he 
discovered a time capsule in the form of 
thousands of jars of soil from around the 
state, some dating as far back as 1862. 

It was a goldmine for Margenot, an 
assistant professor in the Department 
of Crop Sciences, part of the College 
of Agricultural, Consumer and 
Environmental Sciences (ACES) at U of 
I. Few long-term soil archives exceed 40 
years, but as far as Margenot can tell, the 
trove represents the oldest soil archive in 
the world. And, at 450 sampling locations 
spanning 21 million crop acres in Illinois, 
it’s the largest.

After curating, cleaning up, and 
digitizing over 8,000 samples, a three-
year effort, he’s ready to resample the 
original locations with support from the 
Illinois Nutrient Research and Education 
Council (NREC) and the Illinois Farm 
Bureau. That’s where Illinois property 
owners come in. 

“We want to resample the same 
locations to identify how soils have 
changed over time in Illinois. This 
would yield unprecedented insight 
into our state’s soil resource base and 
enable improvements in soil fertility 
management and conservation, including 
much-needed updates to the Illinois 
Agronomy Handbook,” Margenot says. 

With 450 locations to sample, mostly 

on private land, it’s a tall order for the 
researchers. But for landowners, it’s a 
piece of cake. They simply need to visit 
the map of locations, sign up by emailing 
Margenot or on the Google Map link, and 
wait for the research team to arrive with 
soil probes.

The researchers will poke a 1.5-inch 
diameter probe in the soil to a 3-foot 
depth at three points across a 10- to 15-
foot area. They’ll share soil data with 
landowners before stripping identifying 
location data from the samples and 
entering them into a database for further 
analysis and comparison with the old 
soils.

“The goal in the next few years is a 
public-facing database for researchers, 
landowners, or other stakeholders to 
access,” Margenot notes.

He expects the data will benefit farmers, 
engineers, and municipal planners, and 
may have interesting stories to tell about 
erosion patterns, climate change, and 
sustainability.  

“We have a unique opportunity to 
understand our soils in Illinois that, 
frankly, no other part of the world will 
ever have,” he says. “But we need 
people’s help to make this happen.”

To reach Margenot, email margenot@
illinois.edu or call 217-300-7059. Sign-
up links are also provided for every 
location on the soil map.

https://aces.illinois.edu/news/how-
have-illinois-soils-changed-over-120-
years-u-i-scientist-needs-your-help

How have Illinois soils changed over 120 years? 
U of I scientist needs your help

It’s  
Time to 
Celebrate  
Love, Life 
& Happiness
Share your engagement, wedding, anniversary or milestone 
birthdays FREE OF CHARGE in the Clinton Journal!
Include a photo and the details you want to share with your 
community! The Clinton Journal will publish your news at NO 
CHARGE in an upcoming edition!
Send your life event to: Gordon Woods at  
gwoods@theclintonjournal.com.
Let’s celebrate together in your community newspaper!

111 S. Monroe St., Clinton, IL 61727
PHONE: (217) 935-3171 • FAX: (217) 935-6086

03
12

20
21

News - Community Events – Sports – Advertising - Coupons
WHEN YOU WANT IT!

Delivered Every Friday 
And the E-Edition at

www.theclintonjournal.com
24 Hours a day

CALL TO SUBSCRIBE - 217- 935-3171
111 S. Monroe - Clinton CJFILL
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WEATHER
Your Forecast

Information from the National Weather Service

Weather History

Sunday
Partly sunny

High 59

Saturday
Chance of rain

High 48

Monday
Cloudy
High 48

Tuesday
Sunny

High 44

Wednesday
Sunny

High 52

Thursday
Sunny

High 59

Each office is locally owned and operated.

205 East Side Square 
Clinton, IL 61727

Office 217.935.8525
618 N. Chicago

Lincoln, IL 62656 
The217HomeTeam.com

Camill Tedrick, Designated Managing Broker 03
24

20
23

112 Warner Ct., Clinton, IL

CLIN
TO

N

Charming Upscale Bar & gaming Parlor $185,000

301 N Madison, Clinton

2 Bdrm. Bungalow

$55,000
NEW PRICE

CLINTO
N

Middle Creek Rd., Clinton

CLIN
TO

N

18.75 Acres, Creek Twsp.

SALE 
PENDING

23 Walnut St., Weldon

3 Bdrm., 2 Bath Ranch

WELD
ON

$99,900
SALE PENDING

709 E. Washington, Clinton

3 Bedroom - 1 1/2 Stry

CLIN
TO

N

SOLD

619 S. Bloomington, DeWitt, IL

DEWITT

3 Bdrm, 1 bath, enclosed front porch SOLD

50TH ANNUAL LAKE FORK 
COMMUNITY AUCTION

Lake Fork, IL
Located on 8 acres just 3 miles SW of Mt. Pulaski on Rt. 54

Saturday, March 25 at 9:30 a.m
12+ auctioneers on site!

Pancakes & Sausage or Biscuits & Gravy served  
March 25: 7 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Annual Meat Sale: March 15-26
Consignments accepted March 20-24. 

$5 consignment fee. 
For more information, call 217-792-5662 

the week of the sale. 

11022022

Please welcome Dr. 
Natasha Minnaert, 
DO, to our Family 
Medicine clinic. She 
is Board Certified 
in Family Medicine 
seeing patients from 
newborn to geriatric. 
She brings strong 
experience in rural 
Family Medicine 
from both Iowa and 
Wisconsin. 

Dr. Minnaert enjoys 
spending time with her family, camping, and going to 
concerts. 

If you would like to schedule an appointment,  
please call us at 217-937-5284.

422 W White St., Clinton
www.warnerhospital.org

Welcome, 
 Dr. Natasha Minnaert, DO

March 24
2013: A major snowstorm struck central Illinois, producing 
several rounds of moderate to heavy snowfall accompa-
nied by thunderstorms. Snowfall rates of 2 to 3 inches per 
hour were noted. A total of 10 to 18 inches fell in an area 
from Rushville to Danville, south to
near I-70, with the heaviest totals in Logan, Sangamon, 
and Christian Counties. Several locations established 
their all-time 24-hour snowfall record, including Spring-
field (17.4 inches), Pana (13.8 inches), and Taylorville 
(17.7 inches). The snow depth of 16 inches
at Springfield the next morning tied its all-time greatest 

depth. Total for the entire storm in Springfield was 18.5 
inches.

March 25
1978: A major ice storm affected a large portion of central 
Illinois over a two-day period. The storm, leaving sev-
eral inches of ice, was described as one of the worst in 
many years. 24 counties were declared disaster areas. 
The thick ice combined with strong winds to down power 
lines, tree limbs, and TV antennas; small fires resulted 
from the broken power lines. Cleanup across the area 
lasted up to a week.
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