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ONE DOLLAR, 25 CENTS

By BRANDON LaCHANCE
Staff writer

MENDOTA – From the 
time they enter the Mendota 
Area Christian Food Pantry 
until the time they leave, 
director Tracy Cooper and 
her volunteers speak about 
one thing – the big move.

Cooper and the food pan-
try found out in the beginning 
of March that the lease of the 
pantry’s current location at 
918 Main St. in Mendota is 
not going to be renewed with 
building owner Salvador 
Hermosillo.

“We have to find a new 
home for the pantry. We 
have to find a new place in 
Mendota to either rent, buy, 
or we need to acquire land 
to build,” Cooper said. “We 
have to be out of our current 
location by Sept. 30.”

The Mendota Area Chris-
tian Food Pantry began in 
the basement of Holy Cross 
Catholic Church in 1987.

It was then moved to the 
current location on Main 
Street approximately 30 
years ago.

On average, the food 
pantry serves 115 families 
and 400 people per month. 

“We have looked at a 
couple of buildings in Men-
dota. We would like to stay in 
the downtown area because 
that’s the most convenient 
location for our clients,” 
Cooper said. “We have to 
have a space of 3,000 square 
feet or more. So far, we’re not 
finding anything that would 
work, ideally. We have to 
have a door wide enough to 
bring pallets through.

“We can’t be closed or 
shut down for any amount 
of time with as many people 
and families that need food. 
The number of new people 
and the number of people 

Food Pantry looking for new home
q Local food source has to be out of Main Street building by Sept. 30

 The lease for the Mendota Area Christian Food Pantry at its current location on Main 
Street in Mendota is not going to be renewed and the pantry will have to find a new 
home by Sept. 30. (Reporter photo by Brandon LaChance)

MENDOTA – The Mendota High School District 280 
Board of Education met in regular session on March 20.

Principal’s Report
The travel chaperones and volunteers for the 2023 

Disney music trip were approved. They include Chris 
Hansen, Northbrook School band director; Laura 
Younger, Northbrook School 
nurse; Deana Brown, show 
choir choreographer volunteer; 
Donna Arjes, Julie Lee, Mau-
reen Linden, Marilyn Hanson.

Fourteen students submitted 
requests for early graduation. 
The students have expressed 
an interest to start their college 
plans, internship/vocational training or to work full time.

Approval was given to renew membership in the 
Illinois High School Association for the 2023-24 school 
year. For the 2023-24 term, IHSA membership will not 
require payment for membership dues or state series 
entry fees per action of the IHSA Board of Directors.

Summer School
Assistant principal Joe Masini reported on summer 

school. The district has budgeted through Title 1 mon-
ey to offer remedial summer school classes. Classes 
offered are math, English and science. Credit retrieval 
will be limited to 100 slots. Math/science classes will 
meet from May 24 to June 21 and English classes will 
be from May 30 to June 26.

Summer driver’s education will also be offered 
with approximately 29 students taking the classroom 
portion and 27-30 students behind-the-wheel. Driver’s 
education classroom will be held from June 5-30 and 
behind-the-wheel is to be announced as coordinated 
with teachers and students.

The following summer school teachers were hired 
contingent upon student numbers and final scheduling 
needs: Aaron Sester, Brock Zinke and Mary Stephenitch, 
driver’s education; Trae Blumhorst and Kevin Wohrley, 
credit retrieval; Marisela Cervantes, paraprofessional 
support; Brock Zinke, summer school administrator.

Informational Items
The 63rd annual academic honors presentation was 

held March 15. A total of 203 students were honored.
As of March 7, the IL 5 Essentials Survey return 

rate was 20 percent parents, 50 percent teachers and 
50 percent students.

The next regular meeting of the Mendota High School 
District 280 Board of Education will be Monday, April 
17 at 6 p.m.

Mendota Dist. 280
preparing for music
trip, summer school

who were clients, stopped 
coming, but are now back, 
has increased since the SNAP 
COVID-19 benefits ended.”

With six months to locate 
a new home, the food pantry 
is open to any and all ideas.

Renting or buying an 
existing property would 
be the quickest and easiest 
solution, but if they have to 
buy property and build, the 
pantry will.

“At the moment, it’s 
looking like we’re going to 
have to buy land because 
we’re not finding a building. 
If we buy land and have to 
build, it’s going to be hard to 

have it done by September,” 
Cooper said. “I asked the city 
about the land where the fire 
on Main Street happened in 
August. From what I under-
stand, the city hasn’t acquired 
the land yet.

“To get land from the 
town, they can’t give it to 
us. We would have to pay the 
appraised value of the land.”

Cooper and the Mendota 
Area Christian Food Pantry 
are asking the community 
for any help, suggestions, or 
leads for a new home.

If you can help, the food 
pantry’s number is 815-538-
2211 and it is open 8-11 

a.m. Tuesday-Friday at 918 
Main St.

“If anyone knows of a 
building, has a building that 
they would like to lease or 
sell us, they are more than 
welcome to get a hold of 
the Mendota Christian Food 
Pantry,” Cooper said. “The 
biggest thing we need from 
people right now are dona-
tions to go toward the new 
location. The donations are 
going to be needed to help us 
move. We have 13 freezers 
that we need to come with us.

“We’re going to need help 
from the community to find a 
place and get moved.”

By NIKA SCHOONOVER
Capitol News Illinois

SPRINGFIELD – Lawmakers are con-
sidering bills that would create a new tax 
credit for affordable housing, referred to 
as the “Build Illinois Homes Tax Credit.” 

The legislation, contained in the iden-
tical House Bill 2044 
and Senate Bill 1737, 
would mirror a federal 
program administered 
by the Illinois Housing 
Development Author-
ity and Chicago De-
partment of Housing 
which helps finance 

affordable housing across Illinois. 
The Illinois Housing Council, a 

non-profit membership association 
consisting of over 260 businesses and 
non-profits, has been advocating for the 
measure’s passage. 

“Our state is facing an affordable hous-

ing crisis, stemming from years of housing 
under-production,” Allison Clements, 
executive director of IHC, testified in a 
Senate committee. “Our state’s housing 
deficit has grown 64 percent since 2012, 
meaning we have more people needing 
homes than are available.”

A 2023 IHC report showed Illinois 
still has a deficit of low-income housing 
despite the federal program. According to 
the report, Illinois has lost 13 percent of 
its low-rent units since 2011. Addition-
ally, while there are more than 450,000 
extremely low-income renters in Illinois, 
there are only about 150,000 affordable and 
available rental units, creating a deficit of 
about 288,000.

“The dollars have actually filled a 
critical need but they are only a short-
term solution to build affordable housing 

Advocates push for tax credit aimed 
at increasing affordable housing 

OTTAWA – Free electron-
ics recycling and household 
hazardous waste disposal 
events are scheduled for Sat-
urday, April 29 from 8 a.m. to 
3 p.m. at the LaSalle County 
Government Center, 707 E. 
Etna Road, Ottawa. Persons 
attending the household haz-
ardous waste event should 
enter at the east entrance.

Electronics Recycling
Accepted items for the 

electronics recycling in-
clude: cable and satellite 
receivers, cameras, cash 
registers, credit card readers, 
cell phones and accessories, 
chargers, circuit boards, 
computer servers, computers 
and computer parts, copiers/
printers/scanners/fax ma-
chines/typewriters, DVD/

Electronics recycling, hazardous
waste disposal events planned
q Both happenings scheduled for April 29 in Ottawa

VHS players, external drives, 
ferrous and non-ferrous met-
als, ink and toner cartridges, 
laptops/tablets/eReaders, 
mice and keyboards, micro-
waves, monitors (all types), 
MP3/iPods/etc., networking 
equipment (modems, switch-
es, routers, hubs), phones 
and telecom equipment, 
projectors, rechargeable bat-
teries (lithium, ion, Ni-Cd, 
lead acid, Ni-Mh), stereos/

radios/speakers, televisions 
(all types), uninterrupted 
power supplies, video game 
consoles, wire/cables/Christ-
mas lights.

Non-accepted items for 
electronics recycling in-
clude: loose alkaline batter-
ies (accepted while contained 
in electronic devices), liquid 
containing items, freon 
containing items (AC units, 
dehumidifiers), white goods 
(refrigerators, freezers), ther-
mostats, light bulbs.

There is a limit of two 
televisions per vehicle. Reg-
istration is not open to busi-
nesses. Oversized loads may 
be refused.
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Blackstone School Report
Stacy Kelly, Principal

On Monday, March 20, 
we were so lucky to have 
author and illustrator David 
Biedrzycki visit Blackstone 
School. He has written fa-
mous books such as Sumo 
Puppy, Sumo Kitty, Bear 
Alert and Me & My Dragon. 
He did an assembly for our 
students and talked to them 
about his background and 
how he gets ideas for his 
stories. He went through 
the writing, editing and 

publishing process so stu-
dents understand the work 
of an author. In addition, 
he showed them how he 
does his illustrations on his 
ipad. Each student was able 
to take home a free book 
at the end of the day. The 
students loved having Mr. 
Biedrzycki at our school!

qqq
Mr. Biedrzycki also did 

a Family Reading Night 
on March 20 at Lincoln 

School for all K-4th grade 
students. Thank you to all 
of our families that came 
for this great event. It was a 
packed gym! Thank you to 
Mrs. Kleckner for all of her 
work in getting this author 
to come to Mendota and 
for all of her planning and 
organizing. It was a fantastic 
experience for our students!

qqq
Trimester 2 report cards 

recently went home with 

all students. The report 
cards showed academic 
and social progress thus far 
in the school year. Parents 
should reach out to their 
child’s teacher if they have 
any questions.

qqq
This past week we were 

able to complete our tri-
mester 2 Paw Pride reward 
parties. I’m so happy to an-
nounce that all of our classes 
earned the Paw Pride reward 

of game and snack time with 
me. We had a blast celebrat-
ing their accomplishment. 
For trimester 3, students 
are working to earn enough 
Paw Pride certificates for a 
bounce house party.

qqq
The students nominated 

for the principal award this 
past week included Zoee 
Ybarra, Jofiel Mandujano, 
Alexander Brown, Jayleen 
Hernandez, Leona Wat-

son, Micah Farley, Piper 
Spitz and Shandi Matura. 
The winners were Amelia 
Thurber, Hadley Reinhold, 
Sofia Rivera and Meredith 
McNutt. Congratulations to 
all of you!

qqq
Looking ahead, spring 

break is coming up for Dis-
trict #289.  There will be no 
school April 7-14. Students 
and staff will return to 
school on Monday, April 17.

*All participants who attend an estimated 60-90-minute in-home product consultation will receive a $50 Visa 
gift card. Retail value is $50. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company 
procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. 
If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation 
together. Participants must have a photo ID and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons 
are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family 
members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current 
and former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company 
may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant 
via first class United States Mail within 10 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with 
any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored and is subject to change without notice prior 
to reservation. Offer not available in the states of CA, IN, PA and MI. Expires 3/31/23. Receive a $50 Visa Gift 
Card with your free in-home estimate

Receive a $50 Visa Gift Card
with your free in-home estimate

• Guaranteed no to clog for as long as you own your home, or we will clean your gutters for free.

20% off total purchase*  
Does not include cost of material. Offer expires 03/31/2023

Call now for your free estimate!  
Financing available 815-673-7216

Say goodbye to 
gutter cleaning for good
No clogging, No cleaning
No leaking, No water damage
No ladder accidents

LeafGuard has been awarded 
the Good Housekeeping  

Seal of Approval  
for 16 straight years.

• Identical in format to
paper edition–  Flip
each page with a 
single click!

• Searchable,
portable, convenient

• News when you want
it– eEdition is available
sooner than home
delivery!

• Back issues available

Your hometown news online
at www.mendotareporter.com

Keeping you connected…
Keeping you informed…

P.O. Box 300, 703 Illinois Ave., Mendota, IL 61342 • www.mendotareporter.com

Now FREE to
all current 

subscribers!

E-mail jgriffith@mendotareporter.com or call 815-539-9396 for your 
password today. You can also register online by visiting our website.

PERU – St. Bede Academy 
Principal Nick McLaughlin 
has announced the class of 
2023’s top 10. These students 
have honorably represented 
St. Bede Academy in scholas-
tic and non-scholastic events, 
in service to St. Bede and the 
surrounding community and 
in character with the Bene-
dictine tradition.

The top 10 students are: 
Kylie Cofoid, daughter of 
Scott Rynke of LaSalle and 
Mandi Cofoid of Peru; Kristal 
De La Torre, daughter of 
Jose De La Torre of Spring 
Valley and Esmeralda Avila 
of Oglesby; Gianna Grivetti, 
daughter of Jim and Stephanie 
Grivetti of Ladd; Anna Lopez, 

daughter of Chris and Carrie 
Lopez of Spring Valley; Lily-
Lu RauhFernandez, daughter 
of Elizabeth Rauh; Zoe Roe-
buck, daughter of Michael and 
Carrie Roebuck; Ava Stone, 
daughter of Bob and Amy 
Stone of Oglesby; Madelyn 
Torrance, daughter of Dean 
and Theresa Torrance; Isabella 
Villalobos, daughter of Dr. 
Ernesto and Linda Villalobos 
of Princeton; and Macy Zeglis, 
daughter of Edward and Lisa 
Zeglis of Spring Valley.

Villalobos is a member 
of St. Louis Church. She is 
a graduate of Holy Cross 
School in Mendota. Villalobos 
plans to attend University of 
Illinois Urbana-Champaign 

and receive a degree in human 
development. She was named 
an Illinois State Scholar and 
College Board Rural and 
Small Town Recognition Pro-
gram, College Board National 
Hispanic Recognition Pro-
gram Award and John Ourth 
Student Recognition Award. 
In addition to being on the 
honor roll all four years at St. 
Bede, Villalobos was involved 
in Rotary and Student Gov-
ernment and was a St. Bede 
Ambassador. She volunteered 
at her local church, Echo Bluff, 
Peru Fire Station and Knights 
of Columbus. Villalobos’s 
goal is to become either a pe-
diatrician or veterinarian and 
run her own practice.

The St. Bede Academy class of 2023’s top 10 students, front row, left to right, are Zoe 
Roebuck, Gianna Grivetti, Isabella Villalobos, Kristal De La Torre and Macy Zeglis. 
Back row, Lilylu RauhFernandez, Anna Lopez, Madelyn Torrance, Kylie Cofoid and 
Ava Stone. (Photo contributed)

St. Bede announces Class of 2023 Top 10

SPRINGFIELD – Illinois averages 53 tor-
nadoes per year, which means you should grab 
your dog Toto and be prepared for tornadoes 
and severe weather. March is Severe Weather 
Preparedness Month and a good time to plan 
ahead, especially with the severe weather here 
in Illinois. 

“From heavy snowfall to dangerous winds, 
everyone in Illinois should be prepared for 
adverse conditions,” said Illinois Emergency 
Management Agency (IEMA) Director Alicia 
Tate-Nadeau. “Illinois recently saw multiple 
tornadoes throughout the state, followed by un-
seasonably-warm temperatures, and now we’re 
getting ready for snow and potential flooding.”

Illinois ranks fourth in the United States for 
the most tornadoes per square mile. 

Communities across the state are also suscep-
tible to flooding as it is the most common natural 
hazard in the U.S. According to the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), just 
one inch of water can cause $25,000 of damage 
in your home.

Severe weather preparedness includes gath-

ering information and supplies to prepare for a 
loss of electricity or if you must, evacuate from 
your neighborhood. That’s why IEMA offers 
a Family Communications Plan to help people 
map locations to meet and track important contact 
information. 

IEMA also recommends that you:
• Keep all important records and documents 

in a secure waterproof container
• Make an inventory of possessions using 

lists and photos/videos
• Insure your property and possessions
• Know how to shut off electricity, gas, and 

water
• Compile an emergency kit and “go bag” to 

help your family for at least three days during 
extended power outages or evacuations

• In case power is out, make sure flashlights 
with fresh batteries are ready

• Generators should only be run outside, never 
indoors or in enclosed spaces 

A good resource for planning can be down-
loaded for free at: www2.illinois.gov/ready/plan/
Pages/FamilyPlan.aspx

March is Severe Weather Preparedness Month

LaSALLE – The LaSalle 
Public Library will virtually host 
USA Today bestselling author 
Renee Rosen on Thursday, April 
13, at 6 p.m. for a conversation 
about her newest novel, “Fifth 
Avenue Glamour Girl.”

It’s 1938, and a young wom-
an selling face cream out of a 
New York City beauty parlor is 
determined to prove she can have 
it all. Her name is Estée Lauder, 
and she’s about to take the 
world by storm. Rosen will join 

Library staff in conversation to 
discuss “Fifth Avenue Glamour 
Girl,” which will be released on 
April 25, as well as discuss her 
past novels. 

Rosen is a USA Today 
bestselling author. Her novels 
include Fifth Avenue Glamour 
Girl, The Social Graces, Park 
Avenue Summer, Windy City 
Blues, White Collar Girl, What 
the Lady Wants and Dollface as 
well as the young adult novel, Ev-
ery Crooked Pot. She is currently 

working on a new novel about 
the Barbie doll creator, Ruth 
Handler, coming from Penguin 
Random House/Berkley in 
2025. Rosen is a native of Akron, 
Ohio, and now lives in Chicago.

This program is free, open 
to the public. Register – https://
bit.ly/3ZXJSSq. Individuals will 
be able to pre-submit questions 
when they register for the pro-
gram. For more information, 
please call the Library at 815-
223-2341.

Bestselling author Renee Rosen virtually presented by LaSalle Library
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CHICAGO – Governor JB Pritzker and 
the Illinois Department of Public Health 
(IDPH) announced that the state is launch-
ing a $29.6 million program to distribute 
more than 60,000 HEPA (High Efficiency 
Particulate Air) purifiers to Illinois schools 
to help reduce the transmission of respira-
tory viruses, including COVID-19.

IDPH is coordinating the program 
with the Illinois State Board of Education 
(ISBE). The program is funded by the CDC 
through the American Rescue Plan Act of 
2021 and is targeted for school districts 
that serve lower income communities and 
counties that have elevated air pollution 
counts. IDPH estimates almost 3,000 
schools will be eligible for the program, 
covering 68 percent of school districts in 
the state. It will cover schools throughout 
the state, including Cook County, with the 
exception of Chicago, which has received 
a separate federal grant.

“There is nothing more important to me 
than keeping Illinoisans safe and healthy—
especially when it comes to our youth,” 
said Governor JB Pritzker. “We know that 
our children need to stay healthy and study 
in classrooms that are well-ventilated in 
order to thrive and succeed. Thanks to this 
$30 million investment, schoolchildren 
will experience cleaner air—preventing 
illness and absenteeism, while improving 
our children’s ability to think and learn.”

“I have devoted much of my career to 
protecting and promoting the health of 
children,” said IDPH Director Dr. Sameer 
Vohra, who is a pediatrician. “Data over 
these last three years have shown us the 
critical importance of good ventilation to 
keep children and adults safe from respi-
ratory illnesses. These HEPA air purifiers 
are a significant investment in our children, 
and I am very excited that the State of Illi-

nois can make this impact. They will keep 
kids healthy and in school, ensuring more 
opportunities for learning and success for 
years to come.”

“Every Illinois student deserves a safe, 
healthy learning environment regardless 
of zip code or income level,” said State 
Superintendent of Education Dr. Tony 
Sanders. “Improving classroom ventila-
tion with air purifiers is a proven method 
we can use to reduce the transmission of 
respiratory viruses, including COVID-19, 
the flu, and RSV, and, at the same time, 
reduce absences related to illness. A child’s 
health and attendance is inextricably tied 
to their ability to learn, and I’m pleased 
the State is making this vital investment.”

IDPH is launching an enrollment process 
in coordination with ISBE through which 
schools can submit orders for portable 
HEPA air purifiers. The administrators of 
eligible school districts will be contacted 
directly with information about how many 
purifiers that their districts are eligible to 
receive. The portable air purifiers will be 
delivered to school districts in the coming 
months. Schools will generally be eligible 
for one small air filter unit for each 20 
students in a school, with a limited number 
of larger units for districts with more than 
1,000 students.

Questions from school administrators 
should be directed to the IDPH Air Pu-
rifier Project Inbox at DPH.AirPurify@
illinois.gov.

Studies show that cleaner air can reduce 
absentee rates, and improve students’ abilities 
to think, learn, read and solve math problems.

Last year IDPH issued ventilation 
guidance to educate the community on 
the impact of ventilation systems and to 
provide information about low cost and 
DIY interventions for ventilation upgrades.

703 Illinois Ave. • Mendota, IL 61342
815-539-9396  •  www.mendotareporter.com

Setchell  
Agency, Ltd.

Their commitment to education will send 
informative, interesting & educational 

newspapers to the Mendota School System 
throughout the school year!

A BIG THANK YOU to the 
2022-2023 NIE Sponsors

Member FDIC

FINANCIAL PLUS
CREDIT UNION
(815) 539-3444

MEMBER NCUA - ESI

FIRST STATE BANK
(815) 538-2265

MEMBER FDIC

The following financial 
institutions will close at 

noon and reopen
Saturday, April 8, 2023

 Friday, April 7, 2023

IDPH launches $30 million program to 
distribute air purifiers in Illinois schools

GENESEO — With her 
latest book, Flight of the 
Butterfly, author Kimberly 
Souba delivers the second 
in her children’s series 
that she began writing in 
2020 during the COVID 
Pandemic.

Flight of the Butterfly 
tells the story of a butterfly 
who shares her fears about 
flying but must learn to 
trust the God who created 
her. Though written as a 
children’s book, it proves 
to have lessons for adults 
as well.

Illustrator, Alaina Sel-
zler, has illustrated Flight 
of the Butterfly as well as 
the first book in Souba’s 
children’s series, A Cater-
pillar’s Journey.

“I’m so blessed to have 

her illustrating my books. 
She shares my vision of 
bringing Christ in to all the 
books and her illustrations 
represent that as well,” 
Souba said of Selzler. 
The two were connected 
through Selzler’s moth-
er whom Souba worked 
with when living in North 
Dakota.

Souba, granddaughter 
of Dona and the late Bob 
Becker of LaMoille, is a 
1996 graduate of LaM-
oille Community High 
School, 2004 graduate of 
Illinois Central College 
in East Peoria, and a 2008 
graduate of Valley City 
State University. She’s 
taught in Catholic and 
public schools through-
out Illinois. Currently, 

Souba is teaching at St. 
Malachy Catholic School 
in Geneseo where she also 
serves at the Director of 
Religious Education and 
Middle  School  Youth 
Ministry Coordinator at St. 
Malachy Catholic Church. 

Souba is also the author 
of From Death to New 
Life: The Transformation 
of a Soul, a compilation 
of poems.

There is a limited num-
ber of books in print. 
Books can be purchased 
by going to www.ksouba.
com. All proceeds from 
the sales will benefit the 
Women’s Choice Center 
in Bettendorf, Iowa. The 
Center helps women who 
finds themselves with an 
unexpected pregnancy.

Kimberly Souba, a 1996 LaMoille High School graduate, began writing a children’s 
book series during the COVID-19 pandemic. Her second book in the series, “Flight 
of the Butterfly” is available now. 

Souba writes “Flight of the Butterfly,” 
a sequel in her children’s series

SPRING VALLEY – In 
recent months, St. Mar-
garet’s has been meeting 
with a larger health system, 
regarding the potential 
acquisition of St. Marga-
ret’s Health. Due to the 
existence of a Confidenti-
ality and Non-Disclosure 
Agreement (NDA), St. 

Margaret’s is unable to 
disclose the identity of the 
larger system at this time. 

To further facilitate 
those discussions, and to 
ensure that St. Marga-
ret’s achieves the highest 
value from any potential 
transaction, a Chicago 
firm, Juniper Advisory 

has been retained to serve 
as its investment bankers. 
Juniper’s role is to assist St. 
Margaret’s in identifying 
other parties that may be 
interested in acquiring St. 
Margaret’s Health. Juniper 
has initiated a nationwide 
marketing campaign to en-
gage prospective partners.

St. Margaret’s selects investment  
bankers in search of potential partner
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We take quality and 
workmanship very 

seriously. We’re not 
surprised when our 
customers do too. 
After all, when 

choosing the most 
permanent thing 

you’ll ever buy, it’s 
only natural to 

demand perfection. 
And when you deal 
with us, it’s only 

natural to receive it.

CHOOSING A
MEMORIAL IS
NO TIME TO 
SETTLE FOR 

IMPERFECTION
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28

20
22

Lexi Klein

2022

Linda F. McPheeters
M E N D O TA –  L i n d a  F. 

McPheeters, 82, of Mendota, passed 
away unexpectedly in her home on 
March 20, 2023. 

Mass of Christian Burial was on 
Tuesday, March 28 at 10:30 a.m. at 
Holy Cross Catholic Church. Rev. 
Peter Pilon officiated. Cremation 
rites have been accorded. Burial 
of ashes followed at Holy Cross 
Cemetery. Wasmer Funeral Home is 
privileged to assist the family.

Linda was born Sept. 6, 1940, in 
Mendota, to Robert D. and Grace M. (Lindenmier) McIntyre. 
She graduated Mendota High School in 1958. Linda married 
the love of her life, Duane “Buck” McPheeters on April 23, 
1959, at Holy Cross Church.

Linda will be missed by daughters Teresa (Rob) Arm-
strong of LaSalle, Cindy (Kevin) Schiefelbein of Mendota, 
Donna (Tim) Kimrey of Mendota; sons Kevin (Becky) 
McPheeters of Mendota, Brian (Tina) McPheeters of Mendota, 
Steve McPheeters of Mendota; seven grandchildren, seven 
great-grandchildren, and sisters Janine Boyle of Homewood 
and Elaine Norton of Mendota.

She is preceded in death by her husband on Oct. 23, 2006, 
parents, and two brothers, William McIntyre and Robert 
Mcintyre.

Linda’s greatest accomplishment was that her children grew 
up to be good people. She loved them all unconditionally and 
prayed unceasingly for them. She was a devoted life member 
of Holy Cross Church.

Memorials may be directed to Illinois Valley Animal 
Rescue IVAR, or donor’s choice. Condolences may be left 
at wasmerfuneralhome.com.

Jerrene L. Gray
PERU – Jerrene L. Gray, 91, 

of Peru and formerly of Mendota, 
passed away Thursday, March 23, 
2023, at Henry Rehabilitation and 
Nursing. 

Services will be Thursday, March 
30, 2023 at St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, Mendota with Vicar Antho-
ny Windau officiating. Burial will 
be at Restland Cemetery, Mendota. 
Visitation will be one hour prior to 
the services in the church. Merritt 
Funeral Home, Mendota is assisting the family. 

Jerrene was born Feb. 27, 1932, in Compton to Walter 
and Mabel (Caruth) Heiman. 

She is survived by her son Tom (Barb) Gray of Isanti, 
Minn.; her daughters, Lori (Ed) Antoniewicz of Oshkosh, 
Wis., and LaVonne Diemer of Arizona; her son-in-law 
Scott (Julie) Curley of Peru; five grandchildren and several 
great-grandchildren. 

She was preceded in death by her parents, her daughter 
Kris Curley and her brother Marvin Heiman. 

Jerrene was a 1949 graduate of Mendota High School. She 
worked in Mendota at Spurgeon’s, Hart Carter and Goslin 
Drug Store. She was a member of St. John’s Lutheran Church. 
She enjoyed watching the television show Cops and riding 
her electric scooter around the neighborhood. 

Memorials may be directed to St. John’s Lutheran Church. 
Online condolences may be left at www.merrittfh.com.

Mark E. Bader
ELDRIDGE, Iowa – Mark E. 

Bader, 65, of Eldridge, Iowa, passed 
away from ALS on Tuesday, March 
21, 2023, at his residence; his wife 
of 42 years by his side playing his 
favorite Beatles station.

A memorial service to celebrate 
his life was held at 5 p.m., Sunday, 
March 26, 2023, at McGinnis-Cham-
bers Funeral Home in Bettendorf, 
Iowa. Visitation was at the funeral 
home from 2 p.m. until the time of 
the services on Sunday. 

Mark was born Nov. 2, 1957, in St. Ann, Mo., the youngest 
son of Charles and Patricia (Alexander) Bader. He was raised 
in Mendota. He met Julie A. Drennan at Danville Junior Col-
lege in 1977, and after graduating from Bradley University, 
married her on July 26, 1980, in Bismarck.

Mark is survived by his wife, Julie; his three children, 
Erin (Randy) Ewoldt of Savoy, Laura (Paul) Connell of 
Bloomington, Minn., and Adam (Steph) Bader of Ankeny, 
Iowa, and their spouses; his grandchildren, Isaac, Luke, 
Josephine, Penelope, Claire and Henry; his sisters, Margaret 
Beetz, Port Charlotte, Fla., Barb (Steve) Schmitt, Mendota; his 
brother, Jim; his in-laws, Karen Drennan and Gerald (Nancy) 
Drennan, Troy (Jana) Drennan and Kristi (Jim) Wagle, all of 
Danville, and Jim (Sandy) Nern of Somonauk; and beloved 
nieces and nephews.

Mark was preceded in death by his parents; his sister-in-
law, Lori Nern; and his nephew, Matthew Beetz.

Mark began his 38 ½ year career at John Deere in 1980 
in Davenport then Dubuque before receiving his MBA at the 
Kellogg School of Management at Northwestern University. 
Afterwards he moved to Moline, Alpharetta and Waterloo, 
before retiring at John Deere Headquarters in Moline.

He loved traveling with family, seeing live music and 
spending as much time as possible with his six grandchildren, 
especially at his cabin in Winchester, Wis.

Memorials may be made to the River Bend Food Bank, 
the ALS Association Iowa Chapter or to the North Lakeland 
Discovery Center, Manitowish Waters, Wisconsin.

Online condolences may be shared with Mark’s family 
by visiting his obituary at www.McGinnis-Chambers.com.

Richard Wells
LaGRANGE PARK – Richard Wells, 81, of LaGrange 

Park, passed away March 19, 2023.
Services were held on Wednesday, March 22 at St. Louise 

deMarillac Church in La Grange Park. Burial was held at 
Queen of Heaven Cemetery, Hillside.

Richard was born Aug. 8, 1941, in Mendota, the son of 
James and Emma Wells.

He is survived by his wife, Donna Wells, and his son, 
Ryan Wells.

Richard was preceded in death by his parents and his 
niece/Goddaughter, Michelle Spann.

Nancy J. Ingles
ST. MARYS, Ga. – Nancy Jo 

Stevens Ingles, 86, of St. Marys, 
Ga., departed this life Friday, March 
24, 2023, at Senior Care Center in 
St. Marys, Ga. 

A Celebration of Life will be held 
at a later date.

Survivors include two children, 
Pam Powell and husband Jeff of 
Prosper, Texas, and Mike Ingles and 
wife Tina of St. Marys, Ga.; four 
grandchildren, Joshua Ingles and 
wife Jana, Jacob Powell and wife Natalie, Corey Ingles and 
fiancé Cathy, and Jessica Kessler and husband Brandon; and 
two great-grandchildren, Wesley Ingles and Cecilia Powell.

In addition to her parents, her husband, Harry Lakin 
Ingles and a brother, William Stevens, preceded her in 
death.

Born July 20, 1936, in Sheffield, Ill., to the late Joseph 
Robert and Effie Henrietta H. Stevens, she had been a 
resident of Camden County since 2006.  She was a retired 
bookkeeper in the auto industry and enjoyed golfing, 
sports, dogs and was an avid Atlanta Braves fan. 

Edo Miller and Sons Funeral Home is entrusted with 
arrangements. www.edomillerandsons.com.

DEATH NOTICES 
The Mendota Reporter 

will print DEATH NO-
TICES (approximately 
50 words including name, 
age, date of death, time/
date of services) free of 
charge. OBITUARIES 
will be printed at a cost 
of $75 to be billed to the 
arranging funeral home or 
prepaid with cash, check 
or credit card. Please 
submit obituaries or death 
notices to editor@men-
dotareporter.com.

See the latest
obits online.

www.eurekasavings.com

Brought to you each week by:

1300 13th Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342 

Ph. 539-5656

Can you identify 

this photo?
THEN YOU CAN WIN!

The winner will receive:
$1000 MENDOTA BUCKS

To spend at any Mendota Chamber  
of Commerce member.

LAST WEEK’S ANSWER:
Diving board at Mendota swimming pool

Winner - Zachary Hunt

Where is it…Where is it…

in Mendota?in Mendota?
HOW TO 
ENTER:

If you know where this 
scene is located in Mendota, 
write the answer briefly and 
concisely on a slip of paper 

and drop it off or mail it 
to The Mendota Reporter 
Office. All entries must be 

received no later than noon 
on Monday. One correct 

answer will be drawn each 
weekweek. Prizes must be pickedpicked 
up at up at the Mendota Reporter 

Office. 

Robert R. Brockwell
MENDOTA – Robert R. “Rusty” 

Brockwell, 86, of Mendota, died 
Monday March 27, 2023, at Heritage 
Health in Mendota.

Funeral services will be Thursday 
March 30, 2023, at 11 a.m. at the 
Mihm-Jones Funeral Home. Visita-
tion will be on Thursday from 9:30-
11 a.m. at the funeral home. Burial 
of cremains will be at a later date at 
Grand Detour Cemetery.

He was born June 16, 1936, in 
Dixon, the son of Charles and Dorothy (Cook) Brockwell. 
He married Sharon Miller Varga on Dec. 24, 1993.

Rusty is survived by his wife Sharon; children Gregory 
(Gina) Brockwell of Janesville, Wis., Barbara (Tyler) Meloy 
of Earlville, John (Amy) Varga of Harmon, Trisha Benson of 
Scottsdale, Ariz.; grandchildren, Delaney Meloy, Kennedy 
Meloy, Hunter (Brooke) Varga and Haley Varga.

He was preceded in death by his parents and one sister, 
Nancy Webster.

Rusty had worked at Henry Pratt Company in Dixon, 
Hart Carter in Mendota and Borg Warner in Dixon prior 
to his retirement. He was a veteran of the Army and was a 
member of the Mendota Elks Club, Moose Club, VFW Post 
4079 and American Legion. Rusty enjoyed working on old 
trucks especially his 1950 Chevy truck and collecting “good 
junk.” One of his favorite quotes was “can you believe they 
were going to throw that away.” 

In lieu of flowers a memorial has been established to the 
Mendota VFW Post 4079. Condolences can be left at www.
thejonesfh.com.

HONOR ROLL
MENDOTA – Holy Cross 

School in Mendota has 
named its third quarter honor 
roll students for the 2022-23 
school year.

8th Grade High Honor 
Roll – Emily Diaz, Elaina 
Koch, Kara Miars, Alexan-
drew Tillman, James Whit-
more

8th Grade Honor Roll 
– Nolan Hagenbuch, Carter 
Wujek

7th Grade High Honor 
Roll – Komen Denault, 
Corbin Doll, Karson Doyle, 
Bear Fitzpatrick, Leah Hen-
kel, Kaylee MacDonald, 
Abby Magallanes, Gaby 
Martinez, Kamilah Preciado, 
Maddox Rosales, Elsie Soli-
man, Ross Sondgeroth, Cole 
Tillman, Charley Wilson, 
Shea Kreiser

7th Grade Honor Roll 
– Mei Booth, Charlee Dan-
kenbring, Diego Diaz, Hay-
ley Diaz, Giselle Gonza-
lez, Ashlynn Rickels, Leah 
Schwemlein

6th Grade High Honor 
Roll – Raegan Atherton, Eva 
Beetz, Joseph Cackley, Abby 
Delao, Damien Dissell, Cal 
Doyle, Quinn Eddy, Liam 

Jones, Catherine Moench, 
Yulissia Quintana

6th Grade Honor Roll 
– Rafael Arteaga, Claire Ath-
erton, Will Aughenbaugh, 
Elesea Denk, Kyla Muhl-
stadt, Nora Rhynedance

5th Grade High Honor 
Roll – Emme Beetz, Blake 
Cyrocki, Leo Engels, Cale 
Full, Linda MacDonald, 
Lillee Monterastelli, Cam-
den Pawlowski, Ellye Rep-
pin, Molly Wilson

5th Grade B.U.G. Roll 
– Blake Cyrocki, Olivia 
Frank

4th Grade B.U.G. Roll 
– Henry Happ, Armani 
Quintana

3rd Grade B.U.G. Roll – 
Rose Beetz, Kinsley Cassidy, 
Carissa Doll, Isabel Lemus, 
Addison Mathesius, Juliana 
Ortiz

2nd Grade B.U.G. Roll 
– Aden Delao, McKenna 
Faber, Shayne Full, Cecilia 
Ortiz, Brooks Pawlowski

1st Grade B.U.G. Roll – 
Jason Rhynedance

Kindergarten B.U.G. 
Roll – Ivie Beetz, Arya 
Gann, Linnea Hornung, 
Liam Stewart

MENDOTA – The third annual Mendota Town-wide 
Garage Sales will take place Friday, May 19 and Satur-
day, May 20 from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Those interested in 
having their addresses added to the list and advertised 
should contact Heather at (815)990- 5577. The deadline 
is Monday, May 1.

Addresses sought for Mendota
Town-wide Garage Sales ad
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Tobacco and MoreTobacco and More
We carry loose tobacco and flavored tobacco We carry loose tobacco and flavored tobacco 
for hookahs, cigarettes, cigars, water pipes, for hookahs, cigarettes, cigars, water pipes, 

e-cigs, vaporizers and e-juices.e-cigs, vaporizers and e-juices.

1001 Main St. Mendota 1001 Main St. Mendota 
815-539-3499815-539-3499

Mon. - Sat. 8AM-8PM, Sun. 9AM-7PMMon. - Sat. 8AM-8PM, Sun. 9AM-7PM

Smooth Smokes Smooth Smokes 
Vape ShopVape Shop

12
27

20
21

WARNING: THIS PRODUCT CONTAINS NICOTINE. 
NICOTINE IS AN ADDICTIVE CHEMICAL.

• Tree Trimming
• Tree Removal

• Gutter Cleaning 
• Bush & Shrub Trimming

• Stump Grinding

Free Estimates • Fully Insured

815-503-9273
Snow Removal 

Driveways Only  — Commercial & Residential

03
22

20
23

TONY’S TREE SERVICE

Janko Realty currently has 1, 2 and 3 
bedroom and studio units 

available for rent in Mendota.  
Please check out our available 

rentals and applications online at 
www.jankorealty.propertyware.com 

or call 815-830-4422.
03062023

Janko Realty & Development

714 Main St. 
Mendota 

 815-539-7011
Carry-out & curbside 

pick-up always 
available.

Visit our Website or Facebook for daily lunch & dinner specials.

www.mainstreetstationbar-grill.com
03272023

Friday, March 31
Walleye Pan Fried, Deep Fried or Broiled

Saturday, April 1
Ribs and Chicken 

Full Menu Available
 Wednesday Nights Family Style  

Chicken Special
1/4 Chicken with Baked Potato or French Fries

Soup or Salad and Spagetti
$11.50 Light/$10.50 Dark

Full Menu Available

Live Gaming - Win $$$
Slots - Cards - Reel

03222023

in Illinois,” Rep. Dagmara 
Avelar, a Democrat from 
Bolingbrook and lead spon-
sor on HB 2044, said in a 
House committee hearing. 
“The long-term, permanent 
solution is a state tax credit, 
the Build Illinois Homes 
Tax Credit that can sustain 
affordable housing construc-
tion over the next 10 years.”

If passed, the Build Illi-
nois credit would cost the 
state $35 million annually 
for 10 years, which advocates 
say would help increase the 
number of housing units by 
3,500 each year. Once inves-
tors construct the housing 
developments, they would 
be eligible for an income tax 
credit based on the develop-
ment area.  

Clements emphasized 
that the state tax credit 
would only be issued after 
the construction of a unit 
is complete and qualified 
tenants are moved in. 

“Private sector investors, 
not taxpayers, are going to 
bear the financial risk of a 
project not being completed 
or successful and they closely 
monitor and oversee each de-
velopment where these cred-
its are involved,” Clements 
said in the House committee. 
“Because the state tax credit 
is not claimed by an investor 
until the affordable housing 
is successfully built and 
completed, passing this state 
tax credit this year would not 
result in any budget impacts 
to the state until 2026.”

According to the IHC re-
port, over 20 states currently 
use tax credits to attract 
private equity for building 

more affordable housing. 
Lawmakers in Kentucky 
and Ohio are also consider-
ing measures to enact such 
programs. 

Gov. JB Pritzker proposed 
additional funds for hous-
ing in his budget address. 
The program, referred to 
as “Home Illinois,” would 
provide for a $50 million 
increase in homelessness 
services, including for emer-
gency shelter, short-term 
rental assistance and the de-
velopment of new permanent 
supportive housing units. If 
implemented, “Home Illi-
nois” would bring the total 
funding in that area to $350 
million. 

In his budget address on 
Feb. 15, the governor esti-
mated over 120,000 people 
experience homelessness 
annually and over 76,000 
children live in overcrowded 
shared housing. 

“The faces of Illinoisans 
with no home to go to are 
not homogenous,” Pritzker 
said in his budget address. 
“They include single parents 
with infants and toddlers, 6th 
graders trying to complete 
their homework using toilets 
as a desk in temporary shared 
housing, and LGBTQ+ high 
schoolers who were kicked 
out of their homes by their 
parents.”

(Capitol News Illinois 
is a nonprofit, nonpartisan 
news service covering state 
government. It is distributed 
to more than 400 newspa-
pers statewide, as well as 
hundreds of radio and TV 
stations. It is funded pri-
marily by the Illinois Press 
Foundation and the Robert 
R. McCormick Foundation.)

Household Hazardous 
Waste (HHW)

Accepted items for the 
household hazardous waste 
event include: oil-based 
paints, household batteries, 
used motor oil, paint thin-
ners, herbicides, lawn chem-
icals, insecticides, solvents, 
pesticides, antifreeze, old 
gasoline, hobby chemicals, 
pool chemicals, aerosol 
paints and pesticides, clean-
ing products, fluorescent 
lamp bulbs, mercury, drain 
cleaners, acids, corrosives.

Non-accepted items for the 
household hazardous waste 
event include: latex paint, 
agricultural wastes, propane 
tanks, business/commercial 
sector wastes, smoke detec-
tors, explosives/ammunition, 
farm machinery oil, fireworks, 
fire extinguishers, controlled 
substances, biohazard waste/
medical wastes, institutional 
wastes, tires, electronics, lead 
acid batteries.

For safe transport of 
HHW, residents are asked to:

• Pack HHW items in 
a disposable box to avoid 
spilling during transport.

• Keep like chemicals 
together and separate unlike 
chemicals.

• Secure lids and make sure 
containers are not leaking.

• Place box(es) of HHW 
in the empty trunk or storage 
compartment of your vehi-
cle, away from passengers 
during transport.

• Remain in vehicle at 
collection site. On-site per-
sonnel will remove the HHW 
from your vehicle. 

Pre-registration for either 
event is required online 
at lasallecounty.as.me/ or 
by calling 815-630-4308 
Monday through Thursday 
from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. or Friday 
from 8 a.m.-noon. If you are 
attending both events, only 
one registration is required.

For questions or more 
information not regarding 
registration, contact the La-
Salle County Land Use De-
partment at 815-434-8666.

Events
Continued from Page A1OGLESBY – Illinois Valley Community College’s 

Jacobs Library will host renowned poet, scholar, and 
conceptual sound artist Jonah Mixon-Webster at noon, 
Wednesday, April 5, in the Dr. Mary Margaret Weeg 
Cultural Centre. 

This event is part of the One Book One College 
program promoting “Maid,” by Stephanie Land. Maid 
is the true story of a young college-bound woman who 
faces abuse, loneliness, pregnancy, motherhood, and 
poverty in her journey to earn her college degree.

All students, faculty, staff and the public are welcome to 
join the conversation. Copies of the book will be available. 

For information, visit www.ivcc.edu/onebook or 
contact Jayna Leipart Guttilla at Jayna_LeipartGuttilla@
ivcc.edu.   This event is co-sponsored by the Illinois 
Association for Teachers of English and the Association 
of Illinois School Library Educators.

Housing
Continued from Page A1

Poet coming to IVCC April 5 OGLESBY – Illinois 
Valley Community College 
hosted the Illinois Valley 
Building Trades Career Fair 
for local high schools on 
March 7. 

About 350 students 
from Mendota, La Moille, 
Princeton, Hall, Fieldcrest, 
Seneca, Bureau Valley, 
Putnam County, DePue, 
La Salle-Peru and Ottawa 
high schools experienced 
trades available to them 
in-district.

Along with spotlighting 
vocations, the event intro-
duced students to appren-
ticeship programs – many 
of which have a classroom 
component available at 
IVCC.  

“This underscores the 
strong relationship we have 
with the Building Trades 
Council,” said IVCC Pres-
ident Jerry Corcoran. “It 
is wonderful to see them 
using our facilities again 
to showcase their high-de-
mand, high-pay professions 
to students who will soon 

A representative of the Bricklayers and Allied Craftwork-
ers Local 6 Union oversees a student applying mortar to 
a brick on March 7. (Photo contributed)

Students attend IVCC Building Trades Fair

be making long-term career 
choices.”

IV Building Trades rep-
resents boilermakers, brick-
layers, carpenters, cement 
masons, concrete and plaster 
contractors, electricians, gla-

ziers, insulators, ironwork-
ers, laborers, millwrights, 
operators, painters, drywall 
finishers, pipefitters, plumb-
ers, roofers, sheet metal 
workers, Teamsters and 
sprinkler fitters.

By PETER HANCOCK
Capitol News Illinois

S P R I N G F I E L D  – 
Moody’s Investors Service 
announced that it has up-
graded Illinois’ bond rating 
to A3, up from Baa1, marking 
the eighth credit upgrade the 
state has received in less than 
two years.

Moody’s is now the sec-
ond major rating agency to 
put Illinois in the ‘A’ category 
following S&P’s decision on 
Feb. 23 to upgrade the state 
to A- on its scale.

“This credit upgrade, our 
second one this year, is the 
result of the steps we’ve tak-
en in Illinois to put ourselves 
on firm fiscal footing,” Gov. 
JB Pritzker said in a state-
ment. “We have balanced 
our budget, paid our bills 
on time, cleared out decades 
of debt, made extra pension 
payments, and saved billions 
for a rainy day.” 

In its announcement, 
Moody’s cited the state’s 
“improving governance” as 
a key factor in its decision. 
Moody’s is one of many 
firms that now assesses 

companies and governments 
on an “environmental, social 
and governance,” or ESG, 
framework.

The rating agency said 
it had updated the state’s 
“issuer profile score” in the 
governance category to 2 
from 3.

“Like other states, Illinois 
enjoyed solid tax revenue 
growth over the past couple 
years, expanding its capacity 
to build financial reserves 
and increase payments to-
wards outstanding liabili-
ties,” Moody’s said in its 
announcement. “The state is 
on track to close fiscal 2023, 
which ends June 30, with fur-
ther growth in reserves that 
are already at their strongest 
level in over a decade.”

Illinois’ “rainy day” fund 
is slated to reach its high-
est-ever balance of more than 
$1.9 billion by the end of the 
fiscal year.

The new rating applies 
to the state’s general obli-
gation, or GO, bonds and 
its Build Illinois sales tax 
bonds. Illinois currently has 
approximately $26 billion in 

outstanding GO bonds and 
$2 billion in outstanding 
sales tax bonds.

Moody’s also rated the 
state’s financial outlook as 
“stable,” saying that such 
an outlook “balances the 
financial progress being 
made by the state with the 
uncertainty of the present 
economic climate.”

“The state’s lean financial 
reserves and heavy long-term 
liability and fixed cost bur-
dens make it more vulnerable 
than other states to a negative 
shift in the national or global 
economy,” it said.

(Capitol News Illinois 
is a nonprofit, nonpartisan 
news service covering state 
government. It is distributed 
to more than 400 newspa-
pers statewide, as well as 
hundreds of radio and TV 
stations. It is funded pri-
marily by the Illinois Press 
Foundation and the Robert 
R. McCormick Foundation.)

Moody’s gives Illinois credit upgrade
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By Rich Lowry  
How much does a mug shot mean to you?
To Alvin Bragg, it apparently means quite a lot. 
All signs point to Bragg, the progressive prosecutor in 

Manhattan, indicting Donald Trump for his 2016 hush-money 
payment to Stormy Daniels.

The old Karl Marx line is that history repeats itself first as 
tragedy, then as farce. This historic first-ever indictment of a 
former president of the United States would skip straight to farce.

First, there’s the tawdry and relatively trivial subject matter. 
Trump stands accused by his critics on the left of fomenting 
an insurrection to overthrow the Constitution and the criminal 
offense they are going to get him on stems from a dalliance 
with a porn star in 2006.

Then, more importantly, there’s the question of the mer-
its. Unless Bragg has something unexpected on Trump, this 
appears to be a prosecution in search of a legal theory.

Everything indicates that Bragg is more interested in sub-
jecting Trump to the humiliations attendant to getting charged 
(turning himself in, getting fingerprinted and photographed) 
and the grinding distraction of defending himself against a 
criminal charge than the cogency of the case itself.

As The New York Times put it last week, the Bragg case 
“hinges on an untested and therefore risky legal theory 
involving a complex interplay of laws, all amounting to a 
low-level felony.”

In other words, exactly what you want to indict a former 
president on.

The difficulty in making a case against Trump owes to the 
fact that hush payments are sleazy but legal. So, the Bragg 
case involves the bookkeeping around the payment.

There’s a reason why Bragg’s predecessor, Cyrus Vance, 
passed on the Stormy Daniels matter. It looked like Bragg 
was going to pick up a broader business case against Trump 
instead. When the district attorney dropped that, his progres-
sive supporters were outraged. Now, lo and behold, he has 
brought things full circle back to Daniels.

As president, Trump inveighed against his political enemies 

and demanded that they be arrested. This was shameful and 
disturbing stuff, although, obviously, there were no arrests. 

Alvin Bragg is apparently about to do what Trump fan-
tasized about, and what the entire left-of-center universe 
characterized as an abuse of power when the Republican 
merely mused about it.

The prospective Bragg prosecution is no different from 
what would happen if Sheriff Joe were still in office and 
somehow found a way to get an attenuated legal hook into 
Joe Biden. How would Democrats feel about that?

An argument in favor of Bragg’s prospective move against 
Trump is that Trump is unique, and uniquely vulnerable to 
legal charges. There is something to that, but both Bill and 
Hillary Clinton could have been prosecuted and they weren’t. 
Same with Richard Nixon after a Gerald Ford pardon that is 
now considered statesmanlike and correct by nearly everyone. 

No Democrat should be sure that Biden isn’t implicated in 
the flow of sketchy money into his family, and we already know 
he violated the law in his handling of classified documents. 

It’s not that presidents and former presidents are above the 
law, but the old norm of forbearance is appropriate.

We shouldn’t want to conduct an experiment in what hap-
pens when a presidential candidate with an intense following, 
keenly attuned to potentially unfair treatment, is subjected 
to a nakedly political prosecution.

That said, it should be Trump’s responsibility not to inflame 
an already incendiary situation, but he is. That, though, is 
another foreseeable downside of going down this route with 
this particular case.

Trump’s enemies never gave up on the idea that the “walls 
are closing in,” and they’ve decided, where they have the 
power, to make it a reality. Once again, they feel justified 
in violating norms in response to Trump’s threat to norms.

As most everyone agrees, a Bragg prosecution will help 
Trump in the GOP nomination fight, at least initially. If he’s 
fortunate in his enemies, the country is not.

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.
(c) 2023 by King Features Synd., Inc.

Alvin Bragg prepares to cross the Rubicon

(The following is from Jessica Nas-
hold’s Backtracks & Sidetracks column 
reprinted from March 29, 2000.)
By Jessica Nashold

It was 25 years ago today, March 
29, 1975, that members of the Mendota 
High School concert band returned from 
a five-day tour. It had taken them to 
Hanover, Ill.; Manhattan and Jackson 
Junction, Iowa; Hudson and River Falls, 
Wis.; St. Paul and Minneapolis, Minn. 
With their leader, Robert Baile, they 
were accompanied by Mr. and Mrs. 
Stan Kordek, Mr. and Mrs. Scott Pick-
ert, Mrs. Leo Muhlach, Mrs. Charles 
Erbes, student teacher Bruce Moss, Mrs. 
Baile and Kim. Two of the five concerts 
presented were directed by MHS band 
alumni. In Jackson Junction, Iowa, it 
was Charles Ciorba, MHS Class of 
1962. In Hudson, Wis., Melvin Olson, 
MHS Class of 1964, wielded the baton.

The band also toured Luther Col-
lege in Decorah, Iowa, the Fine Arts 
Performing Center and Ice Follies in 
Minneapolis, and a performance of 
“Charlie’s Aunt’ in Landfall Theater.

Travel was by bus with MHS Con-
cert Band blazoned on the sides. Band 
members were overnight guests in 
homes of band students in the commu-
nities visited.

***
A D.J. Bice feature on home care 

available to children of working par-
ents in the Mendota area revealed that 
14 women were licensed here by the 
Illinois Department of Children and 
Family Sevrices. At the time the feature 
appeared in The Mendota Reporter, 
Carole Setchell was providing part-time 
care to 11 children and full-time care 
for two, five days a week.

Under Illinois law, everyone caring 
for non-related children for more than 
10 hours a week was required to be 
licensed. Alice Wubben, who dealt with 
licensing in Ottawa, explained – 

There is no charge for the license 
and it is in effect two years.

***
Mendota Grade School District 289 

began taking its case on the need for 
a tax increase to the public at the end 
of March 1975. A referendum was on 
the ballot for election of school board 
members, to be voted on April 12. Su-
perintendent James Basala estimated a 
$325,000 financial deficit by the end 

of the 1975-76 school year. The ref-
erendum would ask an increase in the 
Education Fund rate from 92 cents per 
$100 valuation to $1.25.

Since this was only one of seven 
separate school funds, the increase 
would raise the combined rate of $1.43 
per $100 assessed valuation to $1.76.

The Education Fund paid salaries 
of administration and teachers, travel 
expenses, health care, maintenance, 
athletics and intramural programs, 
student and community services, office 
supplies and capital outlay.

The other school tax funds were 
Liability, Operations, Building Main-
tenance, Transportation, Bona and 
Interest, Working Cash Fund and Illinois 
Municipal Retirement Fund. Basala 
said passage of the referendum would 
demonstrate local effort – 

The more local effort you have 
the more state aid you will 
receive.
SIDETRACK – The April 12 ref-
erendum failed by a decisive 1,146 
‘no’ to 405 ‘yes’ votes.
Principals rehired for the 1975-76 

school year were: Gerald Meznarich, 
Northbrook; Michael Castiglia, Black-
stone and assistant at Northbrook; Oden 
Jordal, Lincoln and Compton.

***
American Legion Post 540 started 

work on its Bicentennial project, a mu-
seum on the second floor of its building 
at 812 Main St. A charter granted to the 
GAR (Grand Army of the Republic) in 
1882 would be one of the prize exhibits 
– also the charter for Post 540, dated 
March 4, 1920.

Post Commander Jack Tower ap-
pealed to servicemen in the area to 
contribute service-related memorabilia. 
The museum was scheduled to open 
around July 4, 1976.

A community-wide meeting to dis-
cuss various Bicentennial projects was 
called for April 14, 1975 at Blackstone 
School. A field representative from 
the Illinois Bicentennial Commission 

would be present to make suggestions.
***

A monthly flea market was being 
held at The Loft, with doors opening at 
9 a.m. Dealers in all types of collectibles 
were represented. Charles Schnuckel 
was manager.

***
At Bowl-Air Lanes, 16 top men 

bowlers in the Mendota Bowling As-
sociation participated in a roll-off on 
Saturday, March 22, 1975. Ron Rosins-
ki’s 777 topped Elmer Sporleder’s 775.

***
A fire on the night of April 1, 1975, 

badly damaged the Alexander Lumber 
Company’s main officer on Sixth Street. 
Frank Schmitt could see flames through 
the window as he passed and an alarm 
was sounded at 10:45 p.m. Because 
cans of paint were on display in the 
showroom, Fire Chief James Johnson 
said the fire was difficult to control 
and spread between the ceiling and the 
roof. Although none of Alexander’s 
stored lumber was involved, damage 
of $70,000-$100,000 was estimated.

Firefighters responded from Paw 
Paw and Mendota-Troy Grove Rural 
District. Pumpers were brought in from 
Peru and Arlington.

In reporting the Alexander Lumber 
fire, mention was made of three other 
large-scale fires in recent years. On June 
25, 1973, Oddfellows Hall and Carroll’s 
Building Supply, on the present site of 
Mendota’s municipal building, were a 
total loss. On July 16, 1973, the Masonic 
building on Washington Street, housing 
the lodge rooms and a drug store, was 
badly damaged, but restored. On Feb. 
25, 1974, the Mendota Farmer’s Co-op 
on Sixth Avenue suffered considerable 
loss by fire.

***
Ecumenical Good Friday services 

were held at Zion United Methodist 
Church. Other churches participating 
were Church of the Nazarene, First 
United Methodist, First Baptist and 
First United Presbyterian churches. St. 
John’s Lutheran broadcast a service over 
Mendota’s WGLC radio. Holy Cross had 
services at 1 p.m. and again at 7:30 p.m.

***
On March 31, 1975, G.A. “Bing” 

Prescott was roasted at the Elks Lodge 
as a 50-year member and was declared 
“Mr. Elk of the Year.”

MHS Concert Band goes on tour – 1975
Backtracks

&
Sidetracks

By Scott Reeder
As lawmakers debated a bill this month to outlaw 

cat declawing, I couldn’t help thinking sometimes 
the best intended legislation can have disappointing 
consequences.

The legislation pits two well-intentioned groups 
against one another: animal rights activists and veteri-
narians. Members of both groups love animals and want 
what they believe is best for them.

But their worldviews differ. 
Animal rights folks are the idealists who see the 

world as they believe it should be. The veterinarians, 
on the other hand, are pragmatists who deal with the 
woes of four legged critters and their two-legged owners 
every day.  

I’m the son and husband of veterinarians. I’ve spent 
my entire life surrounded by their concerns.

Cat declawing has fallen out of favor in the veterinary 
community. Most veterinarians I know – and I know 
many – do the procedure rarely. Our family cat has her 
claws and is a happy well-adjusted member of our family. 

During the last 20 years, my wife and I have rescued 
special needs cats and given them a home in our house. 
One was a victim of abuse where we believe a past 
owner deliberately broke its leg. 

Another was a kitten born without eyes that was 
found abandoned at the bottom of a drained swimming 
pool. Someone wanted the kitten destroyed, but my wife 
refused and we gave it a home for 13 years – much to 
the delight of our three then-young daughters.

We love cats. And, no, we have never declawed any 
of our own animals because we view it as an unneces-
sary surgery. 

But veterinarians also see difficult situations. They 
see the elderly client who brings in a cat she dearly loves 
but it keeps clawing her thin skin and leaving wounds 
that won’t heal. They see the child who is immuno-
suppressed, and his parents fear a playful scratch from 
a kitten could give way to an uncontrolled infection. 

It’s heartbreaking to think of these felines being taken 
from their loving homes. And sometimes there is no place 
for the cat to go. Shelters are often overcrowded and not 
taking new animals. And even if they do, the cat may 
spend many months in a cage waiting for a placement.

Worse yet, unwanted animals are often dumped in 
rural areas to fend for themselves. We feed plenty of 
abandoned cats on our front porch every night. 

Faced with these undesirable alternatives, some 
owners choose to euthanize their pet. 

Sometimes declawing is the only alternative to 
keeping an animal from meeting one of these fates. I 
wish that weren’t the case. But that’s the state of the 
world we live in.

A declaw surgery done well can be safe and the 
pain well managed. The long-term consequences can 
be minimal. 

House Bill 1533, sponsored by Rep. Barbara Her-
nandez, D-Aurora, aims to outlaw the surgical removal 
of any cat’s claws, with few exceptions. 

The measure recently passed the House and now 
goes to the Senate. 

Veterinarians say declawing has largely fallen out 
of favor but at times it is necessary.

At the prompting of veterinarians, exceptions are 
carved out of the legislation allowing declawing to 
protect the feline’s health. For example, a cat that keeps 
digging a rash raw could be declawed.

But no exceptions were made for cat owners who 
may have medical conditions that could be complicated 
by scratches.  

“Removing a cat’s body part because it’s convenient 
for a human, doesn’t make any sense -- especially be-
cause it’s cruel,” said Marc Ayers, Illinois director of 
the U.S. Humane Society. 

Hmm, I can think of plenty of tomcats who would 
just as soon not have one particular appendage removed 
but the Humane Society does support castration.

“The big idea that we denied was the human exemption 
because we see that as a big loophole,” Rep. Hernandez 
told me. “Pretty much what they’re trying to do is give 
people who are immune compromised or have blood 
disorders or dementia a medical exemption to be able to 
declaw their cats. But by doing that, how are we going to 
prove that this person has a medical exception?”

She later added, “I think a lot of people could say, 
‘Hey, I’m immune compromised.’ And leave the doors 
wide open for others.” 

Yes, it is possible an owner may lie about their own 
health to get a cat declawed. But if such a person were 
so unscrupulous, might they not choose to abandon or 
kill their pet if they can’t get it declawed? 

“Legislation to make it illegal can be problematic 
because we need to be able to use it as a last resort to 
prevent euthanasia,” said Dr. Amy Wolf, a Springfield 
veterinarian. “In situations like that we are helping cats. 
It’s the lesser of two evils.” 

And there’s the rub. Many veterinarians, such as 
Wolf, who do not perform declaws oppose the legisla-
tion because they know at times it is the best of several 
bad outcomes. 

Elective declawing is fading away on its own. But oc-
casionally, in tough cases, it’s the best outcome for the cat.

Trying to legislate medical procedures by legislative 
fiat doesn’t make sense, it should remain in the capable 
hands of veterinarians.  

(Scott Reeder, a staff writer for Illinois Times, can 
be reached at sreeder@illinoistimes.com.)

To declaw or not declaw?
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TRI-COUNTY NEWS

HWY 251 S. • MENDOTA 
 815-539-6263

Auto Body Specialists
Weather Tech dealer

Window Tinting
Car/Truck/SUV 

Detailing

And many other truck 
accessories available!

Marten Portable 
Buildings

325 N. 25th Rd.
Rt. 251 S., Peru

224-1506

YOUR HOME TOWN 
INSURANCE COMPANY.

We offer:
• Equipment Breakdown

• Buried utility line 
coverage

• Sump Pump Back Up
• Home/Auto Discount

Find a list of our agents 
for your property 

insurance needs at  
www.mendotamutual.com

Advertise
Your 

Business
Here

In The
Area 

Business
Spotlight

539-9396

1207 22nd St.
(815)539-9306

Cash  
& Carry

$1000

Double It For

$1700

1102 Meriden St., Mendota
815-539-9341

Open 6am-10pm 
 7 days a week

• Bakery
• Deli
• Meats
• Liquor
• Produce
• Floral

Across from 
First State Bank, Mendota

Call 
(815) 539-5651

See 
Jackie Near 

for all your 
Insurance Needs!

2112 W. Main St.
Mendota

815-539-8500

• Plumbing
• Heating
• Cooling
•Electric

Mendota • 815-539-3828
TRIPLESERVICEINC.COM

IL Lic. #055-041123

AREA BUSINESS AREA BUSINESS 
SPOTLIGHTSPOTLIGHT

www.eurekasavings.com

Buying a car 
just got easier.
Find out how by 

calling...

Se habla español

ANNA 
ARTEAGA

NMLS #461075

1300 13th Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

Ph. 539-5656

LaSalle
Peru

Oglesby
Wenona

Other Locations:

706 Washington St. 
and 1403 13th Ave., 

Mendota

Chris Holdenrid
Senior VP 

Morgage Lending
NMLS#461073

Cory Biers
Sr. Vice President

NMLS#477892

815-882-2111 • 404 W Main St., McNabb 
grassersplumbingheating.com

TAX REFUND COMING? INVEST IN YOUR HEATING & COOLING SYSTEM!

S
M
-L
A
20

53
27

0

TAX REFUND COMING? INVEST IN YOUR HEATING & COOLING SYSTEM!TAX REFUND COMING? INVEST IN YOUR HEATING & COOLING SYSTEM!

Lowest prices 
of the year!

Rebates 
available! Call to find 

out details!

Generators also on sale now!

If you’re
planning a

garage sale,
advertise in

The Reporter!

PAW PAW – Rob Ed-
wards, and Erin and Rob 
Odle were both presented 
plaques at the Paw Paw 
School Board meeting on 
March 21, thanking them 
each for their over 15 years 
of dedicated volunteering, 
including, among many 
tasks, assisting at activities, 
and coaching.

The custodians have re-
quested a new floor-scrubber, 
as the one they have now is 
over 15 years old, and no 
longer scrubs. The board 
approved the expenditure.

The school’s 10-year 
Life Safety inspection is 

due. Various companies are 
being considered to complete 
the exam.

Digital Records Conver-
sion is being pursued by the 
district. Old records would 
be scanned and converted to 
digital, allowing destruc-
tion of the paper copies 
filling spaces. Quotes and 
methods are being inves-
tigated.

The eighth-grade trip 
will be to Kalahari Resort in 
Wisconsin Dells on May 23.

A Community Forum for 
all interested district taxpay-
ers is tentatively scheduled 
for Sept. 13.

Paw Paw School Board vice president Dawn Foster, right, 
presents a plaque to Erin Odle for her dedicated years 
of service to the district. Rob Odle was also recognized.

Paw Paw School Board vice president Dawn Foster, right, 
presents a plaque to Rob Edwards for his dedicated years 
of service to the district.

PAW PAW

Paw Paw School Board
recognizes volunteers,
handles other business

Keep up on local & area news
with a Reporter subscription!
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ACCURATE TITLE & LICENSE  
Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 6th St. • Mendota 
815-539-9311

ASSISTED & INDEPENDENT LIVING
Stonecroft Village
1700 Burlington St. 
815-538-5300
stonecroftvillage.com

AUCTIONEERS  
McConville Realty & Auctioneering
612 Main St. 
815-539-5673

AUTO BODY REPAIR 
The Fender Menders
325 N. 25th Rd., Route 251 S., Peru
815-224-1506 

Furar’s Body Shop
306 Plaza Dr.
815-539-6075 

Specialty Body & Paint
1503 W. Washington St.
815-539-7801  
Se Habla Español

AUTO REPAIR 
ARS Auto Repair
307 Plaza Dr.
815-538-2412

ASSISTED LIVING 
Home Instead  
(In Home Non-Medical Care)
815-223-7970 
www.homeinstead.com/53b

ATTORNEY 
The Cantlin Law Firm
815-433-4712 
www.cantlinlaw.com

AUTOMOBILE DEALERS 
Mendota Ford
Rt. 251 S. 
815-539-9314  
www.mendotaford.com

Schimmer, Inc. Buick • Chevy
Rt. 251 S.
815-539-9343
www.schimmergm.com

Vaessen Bros. Chevrolet
505 N. Pennsylvania Ave., Sublette
815-849-5232
www.vaessenbrothers.com

BOOKKEEPING/TAX SERVICE  
Baker’s Computer & Office Services
4119 N. State Hwy. 251 • Mendota 
Ph. 815-538-6290 • Fax 815-538-7032  
bakerscomputerservices@frontier.com

CARPENTRY 
Jones Home Improvement
Anthony J. Jones 
815-539-6175

CARPET & FLOORING
Meyers Furniture & Carpet
1901 S. 13th Ave. 
815-539-6263

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE  
Mendota Area Chamber of Commerce
800 Washington  St. 
815-539-6507

CONTRACTORS - GENERAL   
Mauch Carpentry
705 Illinois Ave. 
815-539-7867 
License #104005528

DENTISTS  
Krenz Dental, Ltd.
Robert Krenz, D.D.S. • Jon Krenz, D.M.D.
704 Indiana Ave. • 815-538-5316

ELECTRICAL 
Triple Service 
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St.
815-539-3828
IL Lic. #055-041123

ELECTRICAL/CONTRACTING  
Carriage House Electric
105 12th St. 
815-538-5598

 
Hilliker Electric, LLC
1417 Franklin Grove
815-456-7036
Emergency Number 815-441-8207

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS  
Eureka Savings Bank
1300 13th Ave. 
815-539-5656
Member FDIC

Financial Plus Credit Union
1905 13th Ave.  
815-539-3444
Member NCUA-ESI

FNANCIAL INSTITUTIONS  
First Federal Savings Bank
1205 Washington St. 
815-539-6757
Member FDIC

First State Bank
706 Washington St. • Main 
1403 13th Ave. • Plaza
815-538-2265 
firststatebank.biz 
Member FDIC

FIREPLACES
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742

FLORISTS  
Floralcrest Florist & Greenhouse
1207 22nd St. 
815-539-9306

FUNERAL HOMES  
Wasmer Funeral Home
2112 W. Main St. 
815-539-8500

FURNITURE   
Meyers Furniture & Carpet
1901 S. 13th Ave. 
815-539-6263

GROCERY STORES  
Sullivan’s Foods
1102 Meriden St. 
815-539-9341

GYM  
YMCA
Route 251 South • Mendota 
815-539-9343

HARDWARE STORES  
Stephenitch Do It Best Hardware 
Rt. 251 North 
815-539-9394

HEALTH CARE CLINIC  
Davis Family Health, LLC 
1201 Meriden St.
815-538-1800

HEATING & COOLING  
CONTRACTORS  

Campbell Plumbing & Heating 
Heating • Cooling • Plumbing
1211 Chicago St. 
815-539-5083 
In Business 38 Years • IL Lic. #058-097742

Malley Plumbing & Heating
123 South Ottawa Street, Earlville
815-246-6011 
IL License #055-009898

Triple Service 
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St. 
815-539-3828  
IL Lic. #055-041123

Walter Bros. 
Plumbing-Heating-Cooling
909 Washington St. 
815-538-6516 
 IL Lic. #058-102682

INSURANCE  
First State Insurance
715 Washington St. • 815-539-5651

Kurt Bruno State Farm
1103 Main St. • 815-539-3878

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 Sixth St. • 815-539-9311

KITCHEN & BATH
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742

Someone’s In the Kitchen
1619 N. Main St. • Princeton
815-879-0604
www.somekitchen.com

LIBRARY
Graves-Hume Public Library
1401 W. Main St.
815-538-5142
www.graveshume.org

MATTRESSES  
Meyers Furniture & Carpet
1901 S. 13th Ave. 
815-539-6263

OFFICE SUPPLY  
Pohl’s Office Supply & Equipment
809 Washington St. 
815-538-5741

OPTOMETRIST  
Dr. Tara Van de Wyngaerde
700 14th Ave.
815-539-6291 
 
 

 

PET GROOMING  

PET GROOMING  
Dirty Dawgs
918 Main St., Ste 2 
815-538-2550 

   

PLUMBING CONTRACTORS 
Campbell Plumbing & Heating 
Heating • Cooling • Plumbing
1211 Chicago St. 
815-539-5083 
In Business 38 Years • IL Lic. #058-097742

Malley Plumbing & Heating
123 South Ottawa Street, Earlville
815-246-6011 
IL License #055-009898

Triple Service  
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, 
Electric
801 Monroe St.
815-539-3828
IL Lic. #055-041123

Walter Bros.  
Plumbing-Heating-Cooling
909 Washington St. 
815-538-6516 
IL Lic. #058-102682

POST FRAME BUILDERS  
N.L. Morton Buildings, Ltd.
203 N. 4099th Road
815-539-9325
New construction & repair

REALTORS  
Erbes Realty, LLC
1922 Tower Road • Sublette
815-535-6295 • Lorierbes@gmail.com

Homestead Realty
1316 Lakewood Plaza, #5 
815-539-3811

McConville Realty & 
Auctioneering
612 Main St. 
815-539-5673

Town & Country Realty
607 Sixth St. 
(815) 539-6635

RESTAURANTS  
Cindy’s on 34
1300 Raymond Drive 
815-539-9000

Main St. Station Bar & Grill
714 Main St. 
815-539-7011
www.mainstreetstationbar-grill.com

McDonald’s in Mendota
2 locations
Stop in and see us today!!
NOW HIRING - EOE- Locally Owned and 
Operated by Paul and Mary Breznay

SEAMLESS ROOFING   
DuroLast Roofing
705 Illinois Ave. 
815-539-5142 
License #104005528

SPORTING GOODS/CLOTHING  
Sports-N-Stuff
804 Washington St. 
815-539-6354

TAX PREPARATION  
H&R Block
1313 Meriden St. 
815-539-7610
hrblock.com

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 Sixth St. 
815-539-9311

THRIFT STORES  
Nightengales Thrift Shop
708 Jefferson St. • 815-539-6100
Supports Trinity Health Care Clinic  • 815-910-0200

TRANSPORTATION
Mendota Area Senior Services 
1901 Tom Merwin Drive
815-539-7700 
 
mendotaseniors1978@yahoo.com

TOWING  
Gibson Towing
230 E. Lincoln Ave., Leland
815-651-9436

TOWING  
Ramer Automotive & Towing
Paul, Matt & Brendan Ramer
4266 E. 4th Road  
815-539-5321

ETE

RINARIA  

VETERINARIANS
Ancare Veterinary Clinic
Stephen J. Dullard, DVM ABVP
1205 Sixth Ave. 
815-539-3844
www.ancarevet.com

 
Mendota Companion Animal Centre
Cathy J. Wolf, DVM
Rt. 251 N. 
815-539-6601
www.mendotavet.com

WINDOWS & DECKING
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742

800 Washington Street
815-539-7459

www.mendota.il.us

City of 
Mendota

715 
Washington Street

815-539-5651

706 Washington St. and 
1304 13th Ave., Mendota

815.538.2265

Free cheeseburger when you 
purchase a cheeseburger!

One coupon per customer per visit. Not valid with any other 
offer. Only redeemable at McDonald’s in Mendota.

Now Hiring. EOE

2 locations 
Mendota 

*Locally owned and operated 
by Paul & Mary Breznay

Expires 05/31/2023
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LOCAL AND AREA

APR. 3, 6, 10, 13, 17, 20, 24, & 27
EXERCISES

Sponsored by M.A.S.S.
8 AM

Feik Senior Parlor –  
Mendota Civic Center

For more info call  
(815) 539-7700

APR. 3, 7, 10, 14, 17, 21, 24 & 28
BINGOCIZE

Sponsored by M.A.S.S.
10 AM

Feik Senior Parlor –  
Mendota Civic Center

For more info call  
(815) 539-7700

Bingosize combines exercise 
and bingo together. Lead by our 

instructor Laurie. 

APR. 3, 10, 17 & 21
DOMINOES

Sponsored by M.A.S.S.
1 PM

Feik Senior Parlor –  
Mendota Civic Center

For more info call 
(815) 539-7700

APR. 3
COMMUNITY BINGO
Sponsored by M.A.S.S.

2 PM
Feik Senior Parlor –  

Mendota Civic Center
For more info call  
(815) 539-7700

Everyone welcome to attend.

APR. 4, 11, 18, & 25
Wii BOWLING

Sponsored by M.A.S.S.
10:30 AM

Feik Senior Parlor –  
Mendota Civic Center

For more info call  
(815) 539-7700

APR. 4, 11, 18, & 25
EUCHRE

Sponsored by M.A.S.S.
12 PM

Feik Senior Parlor – 
Mendota Civic Center

Pay $3 at beginning of play. Cash 
prizes paid out at end of games.

For more info call 
(815) 539-7700

APR. 4
UNO

Sponsored by M.A.S.S.
1 PM

Feik Senior Parlor – 
Mendota Civic Center

For more info call 
(815) 539-7700

APR. 5
SHAKE RATTLE & READ  

“EASTER” 
Sponsored by Graves-Hume  

Public Library
11 AM

1401 W Main St, Mendota
For more info call 
(815) 538-5142

Ages: Birth to 2 years old (siblings 
welcome). Join us for books, songs, 
and play. Bring your Easter basket 

for an egg hunt.

APR. 5
SMALL FRIES “CHEF SPECIALTY: 

PIZZA”
Sponsored by Graves-Hume  

Public Library
4 PM

1401 W Main St, Mendota
For more info call 
(815) 538-5142

Audience: 3 years - Kindergarten. 

APR. 5
BBQ PORK CHOP DINNER - 

DRIVE THRU
Sponsored by M.A.S.S.

4:30 - 7 PM
Feik Senior Parlor – 

Mendota Civic Center
For more info call 
(815) 539-7700

$15 - Tickets available at the door 
while supply lasts. 

Advance tickets available at 
M.A.S.S. & area banks. 

Get tickets early. 

APR. 6 & 20
HEARING CLINIC

Sponsored by Civic Center & 
M.A.S.S.

9:30 AM - 1 PM
Mendota Civic Center

For more info call  
(815) 539-7700

May contact Sterling Hearing - Kelly 
for more information (815) 626-3220. 

Hearing aid batteries availabe at 
M.A.S.S.

APR. 6, 13, 20 & 27
POKENO

Sponsored by M.A.S.S.
12 PM

Feik Parlor -  
Mendota Civic Center

For more info call 
(815) 539-7700

APR. 6, 13, 20 & 27
NEEDLE CRAFT CLUB
Sponsored by M.A.S.S.

1 PM
Feik Parlor -  

Mendota Civic Center
For more info call 
(815) 539-7700

If you like to knit, crochet, 
embrodery, hand sewing, cross 

stitch, etc., join other crafters. Bring 
your own supplies.

APR. 6
SPRING CELEBRATION!

Sponsored by Graves-Hume  
Public Library

6 PM
1401 W Main St, Mendota

For more info call 
(815) 538-5142

Ages: 2-10 years old. Story, craft, 
and egg hunt.  

Registration required. 

APR. 6
LEGO CLUB

Sponsored by Graves-Hume  
Public Library

4 PM
1401 W Main St, Mendota

For more info call 
(815) 538-5142

Ages: 1-8th grades. Come build 
legos with friends. 

APR. 7, 14, 21, & 28
BINGO

Sponsored by M.A.S.S.
1 PM

Feik Senior Parlor –  
Mendota Civic Center

For more info call  
(815) 539-7700

APR. 10
FROM OBSCURITY TO 

GREATNESS: ILLINOIS AND 
LINCOLN, 1830-1861 

Sponsored by Graves-Hume  
Public Library

6:30 PM
1401 W Main St, Mendota

For more info call 
(815) 538-5142

Kevin Wood visits the Library again as 
President Abraham Lincoln this time 

discussing his Illinois years, when both 
he and the state were transformed, 

growing tremendously in standing and 
fame. No Library card required. Open 

to the public. Call for reservations. 

APR. 11 & 25
BLOOD PRESSURE & BLOOD 

SUGAR CHECKS
Sponsored by M.A.S.S.

11 AM - 12 PM
Feik Senior Parlor –  

Mendota Civic Center
For more info call  
(815) 539-7700

APR. 11
LEFT, RIGHT, CENTER
Sponsored by M.A.S.S.

1 PM
Feik Parlor -  

Mendota Civic Center
For more info call  
(815) 539-7700

APR. 12
SHOPPING TO PERU
Sponsored by M.A.S.S.

9 AM - 3PM
Feik Senior Parlor –  

Mendota Civic Center
For more info call  
(815) 539-7700

$12 - New to M.A.S.S. offering 
transportation to Peru area for your 

shopping needs. Please call office to 
set up transportation. 

APR. 12
SHAKE RATTLE & READ  

“EASTER”  (REPEAT OF APRIL 
5TH PROGRAM)

Sponsored by Graves-Hume  
Public Library

6 PM
1401 W Main St, Mendota

For more info call 
(815) 538-5142

Ages: Birth to 2 years old (siblings 
welcome). Join us for books, songs, 
and play. Bring your Easter basket 

for an egg hunt.

APR. 17 & 18
DEFENSIVE DRIVING CLASS

Sponsored by M.A.S.S.
8:30AM - 12:30 PM

Feik Parlor -  
Mendota Civic Center

For more info call 
(815) 539-7700

MUST attend both days. Call office 
to reserve your place in class. 

APR. 17
LEGO CLUB #2

Sponsored by Graves-Hume  
Public Library

4 PM
1401 W Main St, Mendota

For more info call 
(815) 538-5142

Ages: 1-8th grades. Come build 
legos with friends. 

APR. 18
3RD TUESDAY BOOK DISCUSSION

Sponsored by Graves-Hume  
Public Library
1 PM & 6 PM

1401 W Main St, Mendota
For more info call 
(815) 538-5142

Reading: “Clark and Division” by 
Naomi Hirahara.

APR. 18
BUNCO

Sponsored by M.A.S.S.
1 PM

Feik Senior Parlor –  
Mendota Civic Center

For more info call  
(815) 539-7700

APR. 5
SHAKE RATTLE & READ  

“PIZZA” 
Sponsored by Graves-Hume  

Public Library
11 AM

1401 W Main St, Mendota
For more info call 
(815) 538-5142

Ages: Birth to 2 years old  
(siblings welcome). 

APR. 20
4H @ THE LIBRARY WITH 
UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS 
EXTENSION “VEGETABLE 

GARDEN”
Sponsored by Graves-Hume  

Public Library
6 PM

1401 W Main St, Mendota
For more info call 
(815) 538-5142

Ages: 8-18. Registration is requried. 

APR. 22
MRS. LINCOLN’S SALON
Sponsored by Graves-Hume  

Public Library

11 AM
1401 W Main St, Mendota

For more info call 
(815) 538-5142

Debra Miller visits the Library again, 
this time as Mary Todd Lincoln. 

Drawing from her own letters to friends 
and family, we’ll reminisce about her 

childhood, her days in Springfield 
and her children as she celebrates 

Tad’s 12th birthday, and the end of the 
Civil War. Cosponsored with Rotary 
Club of Mendota. No Library card 

required. Open to the public. Call for 
reservations. 

APR. 24
TWEENS “WILDFLOWER WALK” 
Sponsored by Grave-Hume Public 

Library
4 PM

Grave-Hume Public Library
For more info call  
(815) 538-5142

Ages: 5-8th grades. Discover and 
learn about wildflowers on a walk 

through Mendota with Ms. Brenda. 
Walk will be off-site, meet us on 

location. Location TBD. Pizza will not 
be served due to location.

APR. 24
STUFFED ANIMAL SLEEPOVER
Sponsored by Grave-Hume Public 

Library
6 PM

1401 W. Main St., Mendota
For more info call  
(815) 538-5142

Ages: 2-10 years. Bring your stuffed 
toy for this story and crafting hour. 

Leave your stuffed friend and 
discover their magical mischief 

overnight. Pick up toy  
the following day.

APR. 25
YAHTZEE

Sponsored by M.A.S.S.
1 PM

Feik Senior Parlor – Mendota  
Civic Center

For more info call 
(815) 539-7700

APR. 25
COOKING CLASS “STRESS 

HUNGER & APPETITE”
Sponsored by M.A.S.S. / University 

of IL
2:30 PM

Feik Senior Parlor – Mendota  
Civic Center

For more info call 
(815) 539-7700

New - University of IL offering series 
of cooking classes via zoom. May 

come to M.A.S.S. to view or contact 
office for link to watch at home.

APR. 25
YOUTH AFTER SCHOOL MOVIE: 

“PUSS IN BOOTS: THE LAST 
WISH” PG

Sponsored by Graves-Hume  
Public Library

4 PM
1401 W Main St, Mendota

For more info call 
(815) 538-5142

Ages: All youth children are invited. 
Children 6 and under are required to 

have an adult present.

APR. 26
MOVIES WITH M.A.S.S.: “EASTER 

PARADE” 1948
Sponsored by Graves-Hume  

Public Library & M.A.S.S.
3 PM

1401 W Main St ,Mendota
For more info call 
(815) 538-5142

Snacks & beverages provided by 
M.A.S.S. Watching “Easter Parade”, 

a musical romance staring Judy 
Garland and Fred Astaire.

APR. 26
SHOPPING TO OTTAWA
Sponsored by M.A.S.S.

9 AM - 3PM
Feik Senior Parlor –  

Mendota Civic Center
For more info call  
(815) 539-7700

$12 - New to M.A.S.S. offering 
transportation to Ottawa for your 

shopping needs. Please call office to 
set up transportation. 

APR. 27
SHAKE RATTLE & READ  

“PIZZA” 
Sponsored by Graves-Hume  

Public Library
6 PM

1401 W Main St, Mendota
For more info call 
(815) 538-5142

Ages: Birth to 2 years old  
(siblings welcome). 

APR. 28
SPRING POTLUCK

Sponsored by M.A.S.S.
12 PM

Feik Senior Parlor –  
Mendota Civic Center

For more info call  
(815) 539-7700 

Please bring a dish to pass, your 
place setting & utensils.

APRIL 2023

The Community 
Calendar Is Brought To 

You By  
Mendota Area Chamber 

of Commerce & The 
Mendota Reporter. 

These are some of the 
local businesses who 

belong to your Chamber 
of Commerce:

Tara VanDeWyngaerde, OD PC
Technology Made Easy
The Chalet Sports Bar
The Mendota Reporter
Town & Country Realty
Travel To You, Inc
Triple Service Plumbing 
Heating & Cooling

Uncle Joe’s Gaming Cafe
United Way of Illinois Valley

03
27

20
23

WANTED!
CLASSIC CARS .... TOP $$$$CLASSIC CARS .... TOP $$$$

Mercedes, Porsche, Jaguar, Corvettes, Vintage Cars, Mercedes, Porsche, Jaguar, Corvettes, Vintage Cars, 
Foreign & Domestic, Restored & Unrestored,  Foreign & Domestic, Restored & Unrestored,  

Hot Rods, Mopars & Vintage MotorcyclesHot Rods, Mopars & Vintage Motorcycles

Call Jim at 630-201-8122Call Jim at 630-201-8122 01
19

20
22

Compton, IL • 815-343-8047
• 24/7 Light/Medium Duty Towing & Recovery

• Mobile Auto Truck Repair
• Emergency Roadside Assistance

• Jump Starts
• Fuel Delivery

• Flat Tire Changes
• Lock Out Service

• Secure Impound Yard

12
19

20
22

Tree Service & Landscaping

Arteaga

Tree Removal • Lawn Care • Mowing
Stump Grinding • Senior Citizen Discount

Spring & Fall Clean Up
Residential & Commercial • Fully Insured

Call For Your Free Estimate!
(815) 878-7504 03132023

LaSALLE – The honey-
moon is over, but love and 
laughs abound as Stage 212 
presents Neil Simon’s en-
gaging hit romantic comedy 
“Barefoot in The Park.”

“Barefoot in the Park” 
will be presented April 21-
23 and April 28-30 at Stage 
212, 700 First St., LaSalle. 
All performances begin at 
7:30 p.m. except Sunday 
matinees, which begin at 2 
p.m. Angel passholders may 
begin reserving seats now, 
and season passholders may 
begin reserving seats April 3. 
Tickets will be available to 
the general public for $15 
each beginning April 10, 
and may be purchased by 
visiting the box office Mon-
day 4-6 p.m. and Saturday 9 
a.m.-noon or by calling 815-
224-3025 during the same 
hours. Tickets may also be 
purchased online by visiting 
stage212.org. 

Paul and Corie Bratter are 
newlyweds in every sense of 
the word. He’s a reserved, 
straight-laced lawyer and 
she’s a spontaneous, optimis-
tic free spirit who wishes he 
would just lighten up. Their 
new apartment – her discov-
ery – is too expensive with 
little room, bad plumbing, 
no heat, and a broken sky-
light – and it’s six flights up. 
When they get a surprise visit 
from Corie’s conservative 
mother, Corie decides to play 
matchmaker during dinner 
with their cultured, eccentric 
neighbor-in-the-attic Victor 
Velasco, and everything that 
can go wrong does.

Featured in the cast are 
Devon Ford as Corie Brat-
ter, Luke Dougherty as Paul 
Bratter, Bobette Roberson as 
Mother, Ken Schroeder as 
Victor Velasco, Gary Talsky 
as the Telephone Repairman 
and Chris Kelly as the Deliv-
ery Man.

Production staff includes 
director Larry Kelsey, pro-
ducer Ellen Marincic, assis-
tant director Nathan Nosalik, 
stage manager Ella Johns, 
set designer Glen Gerrard, 
set builders and decorators 
too numerous to mention, 
lighting designer and light 
operator Yvette Lucas, sound 
operator Fred Davis, cos-
tumers Vicky Bickel and 
Michelle Hainline, prop co-
ordinator Michelle Wade and 
stage crew Dixie Schroeder 
and Ellen Marincic.

“Barefoot in the Park” is 
presented by arrangement 
with Concord Theatricals on 
behalf of Samuel French, Inc. 
www.concordtheatricals.
com.

Ticket sales
announced
for Stage 212
April play

DIXON – State Repre-
sentative Bradley J. Fritts 
(R-Dixon) is asking his 
constituents in District 74 to 
nominate local businesses for 
monthly business spotlights. 

“Small and local busi-
nesses are the cornerstone of 
our economy, particularly in 
District 74,” Rep. Fritts said. 
“Many of our businesses go 
above and beyond to serve 
our community and that type 
of dedication and hard work 
deserves to be recognized.”  

Starting in April, Rep. Fritts 
will visit a local business once 
a month to spend time learning 
about their operations and 
speaking with employees. 

Rep. Fritts continued, 
“It’s important for me to 
understand the issues that 
small businesses are facing. 
It’s no secret that running a 
small business is challeng-
ing, especially given the 
rising cost of living. It’s my 
responsibility to listen to our 
local business owners, and 
learn how I can help while 
working in Springfield.” 

To submit nominations 
for the local business high-
lights, go to repfritts.com 
and select Small Business 
Nominations under the re-
sources tab.

Rep. Fritts to
recognize local
businesses in
the 74th District

Saturday, April 1st, 2023 
10 am - 3 pm

SPRING CRAFT & 
VENDOR FAIR

Mendota Civic Center
1901 Tom Merwin Drive, Mendota

Free Parking & Admission

Sip-N-ShopSip-N-Shop
A great way to spend the day with friends!A great way to spend the day with friends!

03202023
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FINANCING AVAILABLE 
WITH APPROVED CREDIT

   NORTH AMERICA’S 

#1 SellingWalk-In Tub
Featuring our Free Shower Package
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Now you can fi nally have all of the 
soothing benefi ts of a relaxing warm 
bath, or enjoy a convenient refreshing 
shower while seated or standing 
with Safe Step Walk-In Tub’s 
FREE Shower Package!

✓ First walk-in tub available with a
customizable shower

✓ Fixed rainfall shower head is adjustable
for your height and pivots to off er a
seated shower option

✓ High-quality tub complete with a
comprehensive lifetime warranty on
the entire tub

✓ Top-of-the-line installation and service,
all included at one low, aff ordable price

Now you can have the best 
of both worlds–there isn’t 
a better, more aff ordable 
walk-in tub!

all included at one low, aff ordable price

Now you can have the best 
of both worlds–there isn’t 
a better, more aff ordable 

*Subject to credit approval, with the purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub or Shower. Not applicable with any previous walk-in tub or shower purchase. Interest is billed during 
the promotional period but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. There is no minimum monthly payment required during 

the promotional period. Safe Step Walk-In Tub is neither a broker nor a lender. Financing is provided through third-party lenders unaffi liated with Safe Step Walk-In Tub, LLC under 
terms and conditions arranged directly between the customer and such lender. All subject to credit requirements and satisfactory completion of fi nance documents. Any fi nance terms 

advertised are estimates only. Offer available in select markets, not available in Canada. Participating dealers only. Other restrictions may apply.

www.YourSafeStep.com

815-267-0149

      NORTH AMERICA’S 

1 SellingWalk-In Tub

SPECIAL OFFER

15% OFF with No Payments for 18 Months!* 

plus a Free Shower Package

Did you notice this ad?
Then imagine the number of readers and 

consumers in the MENDOTA AREA 
that noticed it too!

Advertise your products and services and get 
noticed by THOUSANDS of readers. 

 
Call 815-539-9396

See our website: www.elzarapemendota.com
1206 13th Ave., Mendota |  (815) 539-5985

Sunday, April 9
10 a.m.-2 p.m.

$15.00 per person 
Children age 10 and under 

$10.00
Reservations Welcomed

Walk-In Welcomed
Table Side Omelets

Closing at 3 p.m.

Easter Sunday Brunch!Easter Sunday Brunch!

03
27

20
23

NOW OPENNOW OPEN
Paleteria y NeveriaPaleteria y Neveria
La esquinita de OroLa esquinita de Oro

“Ice Cream Shop”“Ice Cream Shop”

1206 6th Avenue, Mendota1206 6th Avenue, Mendota

Homemade
Lots of Flavors
Open Year-Round
Carry Out Only

03
13

20
23

Check out our Flavor of the WeekCheck out our Flavor of the Week

Winter Hours: Closed Monday, Tuesday- Sunday 11am- 8pm

815-539-5142
nilsroofing.com

Authorized Contractor. NRCA • BBB

Leak-Proof...
Guaranteed!

705 Illinois Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342
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N

In Memory of my Dad,
PERRY OWENS
2-7-50 to 4-6-08
You will always
be in my heart…
because in there
you’re still alive.

Love,
Your daughter, Brandy

In Loving Memory of
JEROLD HILD SR.,

who passed away
four years ago,

March 31, 2019.
He never looked 

for praises, he was never 
one to boast, he just went

on quietly working
for the ones

he loved the most.
His dreams were

seldon spoken, his wants
were very few, and most
of the time his worries

went unspoken too.
He was there…

a firm foundation through
all our storms in life,
a sturdy hand to hold

on to in times of
stress and strife.

A true friend we could
turn to when times
were good or bad,

one of greatest blessings,
the man that we called 

Dad.
Sady missed by,

His Family

IN
MEMORIAM

IN
MEMORIAM

NO VALID
DRIVER’S LICENSE
Jereme L. Elam, 33, 

of 1104 Sixth St., Apt. 
3, Mendota, was charged 
with no valid driver ’s 
license after a traffic stop 
at Meriden Street and Il-
linois Avenue at 5:39 p.m. 
March 22. The subject was 
released with a LaSalle 
County court date.

DRVING WHILE
LICENSE SUSPENDED

Efrain Magallanes, 24, of 
503 Sixth St., Mendota, was 
charged with driving while 
license suspended after a 
traffic stop at Sixth Avenue 
and Main Street at 9:38 
p.m. March 24. The subject 
was released with a LaSalle 
County court date.

NO VALID
DRIVER’S LICENSE
Nicole M. Provow, 43, of 

1204 Washington St., Men-
dota, was charged with no 
valid driver’s license after a 
traffic stop at the intersection 
of Washington Street and 
Michigan Avenue at 10:47 
a.m. March 25. The subject 
was released with a LaSalle 
County court date.

DRIVING WHILE
LICENSE SUSPENDED

Roberto R. Silva, 24, of 
604 Fourth Ave., Mendota, 
was charged with driving 
while license suspended after 
a traffic stop at 11th Street 
and Third Avenue at 5:54 
p.m. March 25. The subject 
was released with a LaSalle 
County court date.

POLICE BLOTTER

MENDOTA – The 
Mendota City Council 
meeting schedule for 
2023 is as follows:

Jan. 3 & 16; Feb. 6 & 
21; March 6 & 20; April 
3 & 17; May 1 & 15; 
June 5 & 19; July 3 & 17; 
Aug. 7 & 21; Sept. 5 & 
18; Oct. 2 & 16; Nov. 6 
& 20; Dec. 4 & 18.

Meetings begin at 
5:30 p.m. and are held in 
the City Council Cham-
bers, 607 Eighth Ave., 
Mendota.

City council
schedule

• Thursday 3 p.m. to appear in Monday’s Money 
Saver.
• Monday 10 a.m. to appear in Wednesday’s Reporter.

• Garage Sale/Notice Deadlines •

MENDOTA – The Mendota Police Department would like to 
remind home and business owners of city ordinances regarding 
public nuisances.

It is against city ordinance to have accumulations of trash, 
building materials, abandoned automobiles, machinery, scrap 
metal, discarded tires, vehicle batteries or any other material 
that creates a public health hazard on your property. It is also 
a violation to permit weeds, grass or plants other than trees, 
bushes or flowers or other ornamental plants to grow to a height 
exceeding six inches anywhere in the city. Also, all multi-family 
structures, including structures that consist of both residential 
and commercial units, and structures which share a wall or walls 
with another structure, shall be kept free from infestations of 
insects (including but not limited to bedbugs, cockroaches and 
disease-carrying insects), rats or other vermin.

The city of Mendota requests anyone who is in violation of 
the above mentioned nuisance regulations to remove the item(s) 
from your property. Anyone found in violation will be subject 
to receiving a citation, which involves a court date and fine.

Public Nuisance Ordinance



The Mendota Reporter • B1Wednesday, March 29, 2023

Holy Week Worship Schedule 
at First Presbyterian Church and 
Ecumencial Churches of Mendota

Palm Sunday Services, April 2
10:00 a.m. First Presbyterian Church

11:00 a.m. Coffee Hour

Maundy Thursday, April 6
7:00 p.m. Ecumenical Maundy Thursday Worship 

at First United Methodist

Good Friday, April 7
7:00 p.m. Ecumenical Good Friday Worship at 

St. John’s Lutheran

Easter Sunday, April 9
10:00 a.m. Worship, Covenanted Pastor 

Laurie Walker 
at First Presbyterian Church

No Coffee Hour

Covenanted 
Pastor Laurie 

Walker

1003 5th Street
Mendota

815-538-5603
Handicapped 

Accessible

03292023

100 East 6th Street • 815-538-5587
www.mendotafirstumc.org • www.facebook/mendotafirstumc

April 2
9 am – Sunday School

9:30 am - Palm Sunday worship

April 4
11 am - 1pm – Prayer Walk

April 5
7 am -  7 pm – Open Communion

April 6
6:30 pm - Maundy Thursday Worship and Communion

April 7
6:30 pm - Ecumenical Good Friday Worship hosted by  

St. John’s Lutheran

April 9
9 am - Sunday School 

9:30 am - Easter Sunday Worship

03292023

Immanuel
Lutheran
Church

398 Church Road
Compton, Illinois

815-539-6567
Pastor 

Jeff Schlesinger

Holy Week Services
April 6, Maundy Thursday Service

7:00 pm at Immanuel Lutheran  
with Holy Communion

April 7, Good Friday Service
7:00 pm at First Lutheran in Lee

April 9, Easter Sunday
7:30 am Worship at Immanuel 

8:30 am Easter Breakfast at Immanuel
9:30 am Easter Breakfast at First Lutheran in Lee

10:30 am Worship at First Lutheran in Lee
Holy Communion at both services

www.ilccompton.org 03
39

20
23

Join Us In 
Celebration!

April 9
EASTER 
SUNDAY

10:00 a.m. Easter 
Celebration Service

4401 St., Route 251 • Rev. Charles Yeakel, Pastor
email : mendotaupc@yahoo.com • www.mendotaupc.org

Easter 
Egg Hunt 

for the 
kids after 

the 
service!

607 Tenth Ave.
Mendota

815-539-5626
Visit us on Facebook!

April 2nd
Palm Sunday

9am Sunday Worship with Holy Communion
10:00am Sunday School

April 6th
Maundy Thursday

6:30pm Holy Communion

April 7th
Ecumenical Good Friday

6:30pm Service

April 8th
Saturday Easter Vigil

6:30pm Easter Vigil

April 9th
Resurrection Sunday

6am & 9am Easter Service
both with Holy Communion

Easter Egg Hunt to follow 9am worship

ST. JOHN’S ST. JOHN’S 
LUTHERAN LUTHERAN 

CHURCHCHURCH

Join Us forJoin Us for
Holy Week and EasterHoly Week and Easter

03292023

Zion
United

Methodist
Church

808 Jefferson St., Downtown Mendota
815-538-2186 • www.zionchurchumc.com

zionumcmendota@gmail.com 

April 14 - Palm Sunday
9 am Worship & Children’s Church

10 am Coffee & Fellowship

April 19 - Good Friday
7 pm - Community Worship Services

5:30 - 6:30 pm - Children’s Services at Zion
United Methodist Church

April 21 - Easter Sunday
9 am Worship & Children’s Church

10 am Coffee & Fellowship

April 2 - Palm Sunday
9 am Kids Program

10 am Pancake Breakfast

April 6 - Maundy Thursday 
Prayer Labyrinth anytime between 6pm - 8pm

April 7 - Good Friday Ecumenical Service
6 pm at St. John’s Lutheran Church, 607 

10th Ave., Mendota

April 9 - Easter Sunday
9 am Service & Children’s Church

10 am Coffee & Fellowship

03
29
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23
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SPORTS

BUSINESS CARD BUSINESS CARD 
BULLETIN BOARDBULLETIN BOARD

INSURANCE - ALL LINES

815-539-5651
Fax: 815-538-2614

715 Washington St.
P.O. Box 497

Mendota, IL 61342
email: fsi@mtco.com

Brad Piller
Loan Officer

NMLS#477895

706 Washington St.
Mendota, IL 61342

815.539.3834
Fax: 815.539.5426
firststatebank.biz

Cory Biers
Sr. Vice President

NMLS#477892

706 Washington St.• 1403 13th Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

815.539.3834
firststatebank.biz

FURAR’S 
BODY SHOP
P.O. Box 272
306 Plaza Drive
Mendota, IL 61342
Phone (815)539-6075

DAVID FURAR, Owner

1300 13th Avenue • Mendota, IL 61342
(815) 539-5656

www.eurekasavings.com
MEMBER
FDIC

HWY 251 SOUTH • MENDOTA • 815-539-6263

1102 Meriden St., Mendota •  815-539-9341

815-539-3828
866-539-3828

Mendota • www.tripleserviceinc.com • IL Lic. #055-041123 www.MendotaMutual.com

See our 
webpage for 
a list of our 
agents in 

your area!

2112 W. Main St. • Mendota • 815-539-8500

BUSINESS CARD BULLETIN BOARDBUSINESS CARD BULLETIN BOARD

The Mendota Trojans 
slugged their way past 
Earlville, 15-1, in a varsity 
baseball game halted by 
the 10-run rule after five 
innings on March 21 at 
Earlville.

The Trojans held a 1-0 
lead after two innings, but 
they plated eight runs in 
the third, two in the fourth 
and four in the fifth to win 
going away.

Mendota had 10 hits 
in the contest with Cale 
Strouss (single, double, 
four RBI), Izaiah Nanez 
(two singles) and Ryne 
Strouss (single, double) 
collecting two hits apiece. 
Dominik Stamberger added 
a double, while Braiden 
Freeman had two runs 
batted in.

Two Trojan pitchers 
combined for a one-hitter. 
Jacob Kelley got the start 
and didn’t allow a hit or a 
run through three innings to 
earn the victory. He walked 
one and struck out four. 
Stamberger hurled the final 
two frames, striking out five.

Ryan Browder singled 
for Earlville’s hit, while 
Easton Fruit was the losing 
pitcher.

***
Bureau Valley outlasted 

the Trojans, 5-2, in Three 
Rivers Conference action 
on March 27 at the MHS 
field.

The Storm led 2-1 
through four innings and 
then scored twice in the 
fifth and once in the sixth, 
while Mendota’s only other 
run came in the bottom of 
the fifth.

The Trojans (2-2, 0-1) 
had four hits, all singles. 
Freeman and Landon Krei-
ser drove in runs.

Nanez pitched four in-
nings and took the loss. 
None of the four runs he 
allowed were earned. Stam-
berger finished on the hill.

Mendota’s bats came 
alive in the late innings 
in posting a 16-5 triumph 
over Earlville in varsity 
softball action on March 
21 at Earlville.

The Lady Trojans 
broke on top with a pair 
of runs in the first inning 
with an Emma Schultz 
double driving in one.

Earlville scored once 
in the second, which was 
matched by Mendota in 
the fourth on a solo home 
run by Kirby Bond.

Mendota tacked on four 
more runs in the fifth, with 
Katie Jenner swatting a 
home run.

The Lady Raiders 
pushed across four runs 
in the bottom of the fifth 
to cut Mendota’s lead to 
7-5, but the visitors put the 
game away with a nine-run 
sixth to win by the 10-run 
rule. Ava Eddy, Madelyn 
Becker, Talia White and 
Bond all singled in runs, 
while Ryleigh Sondgeroth 
had an RBI double.

In the contest, multiple 
hits for MHS went to Jen-
ner (two singles, home run, 
two RBI), Eddy (three sin-
gles), Sondgeroth (single, 
two doubles, two RBI), 
Becker (three singles, two 
RBI), Bond (two singles, 
home run, two RBI) and 
White (two singles).

Eddy was the winning 
pitcher, working 4 1/3 

innings, giving up three 
hits and one earned run. 
She walked three and 
fanned seven. Sondgeroth 
finished up in the circle.

***
Sherrard edged the 

Lady Trojans, 2-1, on 
March 24 at Sherrard.

Mendota managed only 
two hits and scored its only 
run on a solo homer by 
Sondgeroth in the fourth to 
cut Sherrard’s lead in half.

Sondgeroth went the 
distance in the circle, al-
lowing five hits and one 
earned run. She struck out 
four and walked one.

***
Bureau Valley took a 

slugfest win over Men-
dota, 13-8, on March 27 
at the Mendota field.

The game was tied 5-5 
after three innings and then 
Bureau Valley scored in 
every inning after that, 
including four times in 
the fifth.

The Lady Trojans col-
lected 13 hits, including 
two triples and two singles 
by Jenner. Eddy had a pair 
of doubles and two RBI, 
while others getting two hits 
were Becker (single, triple, 
two RBI), Schultz (single, 
double, two RBI) and Sond-
geroth (two singles).

Sondgeroth pitched 
five innings and took the 
loss, while Eddy worked 
the final two frames.

Trojans slug
way over
Earlville, fall
to Bureau V.

Lady Trojans win
one of three games

Mendota’s girls’ soccer team captured a hard-earned 1-0 
win at Ottawa on March 24.

Crystal Garcia scored for MHS in the first half, and then 
the squad used a great defensive performance from Flor 
Delao, Kaley Siemer and goalie Naitzy Garcia to preserve 
the one-goal lead.

***
LaSalle-Peru nipped Mendota, 2-1, on March 27 at L-P.
The Lady Cavs led 2-0 for much of the contest before 

Mendota got its lone goal from Crystal Garcia off an assist 
from Noemi Arteaga.

Naitzy Garcia had eight goalie saves.

Girls’ soccer blanks Ottawa

BOWLING
Tuesday Night
Men’s League

Standings as of March 
14 – 1. Black Bros. 66-46; 
2. Team 2 58-54; 3. JJ&L 
Carpentry 56-56; 4. Age Old 
Organics 43-69

High team game (scratch) 
– Team 2 1072, JJ&L Carpen-
try 1007, Age Old Organics 
937

High team game (hdcp) – 
Team 2 1144, JJ&L Carpentry 
1119, Age Old Organics 1092

High team series (scratch) 
– Team 2 3043, JJ&L Carpen-
try 2946, Black Bros. 2546

High team series (hdcp) – 
JJ&L Carpentry 3282, Team 2 
3259, Age Old Organics 2983

High individual game 
(scratch) – Nate Bradford 
279, Luke Ross 256, Todd 
Smith 256

High individual series 
(scratch) – Nate Bradford 
792, Todd Smith 692, Luke 
Ross 686

Wednesday Night
Men’s League

Standings as of March 
15 – 1. Boelk Truck Lines 
63.5-44.5; 2. First State Bank 
53.5-54.5; 3. Mendota Mon-
ument 50-58; 4. O’Donnell 
Excavating 49-59

High team game (scratch) 
– First State Bank 1079, Men-
dota Monument 1060, Boelk 
Truck Lines 1002

High team game (hdcp) – 
First State Bank 1185, Boelk 
Truck Lines 1136, Mendota 
Monument 1093

High team series (scratch) 
– Mendota Monument 2986, 
Boelk Truck Lines 2960, First 
State Bank 2898

High team series (hdcp) – 
Boelk Truck Lines 3362, First 
State Bank 3216, O’Donnell 
Excavating 3163

High individual game 
(scratch) – Tyler Schmitt 276, 
Drake O’Donnell 269, Tom 
Dessing 253

High individual series 
(scratch) – Erik Schmitt 719, 
Nate Bradford 659, Drake 
O’Donnell 651

Elks 4
Youth League

Standings as of March 16 
– 1. Team 5 38-10; 2. Team 
2 31-17; 3. Team 4 27-21; 
4. Team 1 14-34; 5. Team 
3 12-36

High team game (scratch) 
– Team 1 280, Team 5 277, 
Team 2 235

High team game (hdcp) 
– Team 1 651, Team 5 639, 
Team 2 638

High team series (scratch) 
– Team 1 805, Team 5 750, 
Team 4 683

High team series (hdcp) – 
Team 1 1918, Team 5 1836, 
Team 2 1819

Boys’ high game (scratch) 
– Parker Ramer 141, Jaxen 
Daley 133, Kaden Young 127

Boys’ high game (hdcp) 
– Kaden Young 250, Jaxen 
Daley 244, Kannon Delao & 
Parker Ramer 226

Boys’ high series (scratch) 
– Parker Ramer 376, Jaxen 
Daley 323, Kaden Young 283

Boys’ high series (hdcp) 
– Jaxen Daley 656, Kaden 
Young 652, Kannon Delao 
640

Girls’ high game (scratch) 
– Gabby Diaz 104, Brooklyn 
Mauch 76

Girls’ high game (hdcp) 
– Gabby Diaz 246, Brooklyn 
Mauch 223

Girls’ high series (scratch) 
– Gabby Diaz 266, Brooklyn 
Mauch 194

Girls’ high series (hdcp) 
– Gabby Diaz 692, Brooklyn 
Mauch 635

Elks 6 
Youth League

Standings as of March 16 
– 1. Team 1 25-23; 2. Team 3 
16-32; 3. Team 2 4-44

High team game (scratch) 
– Team 3 467, Team 1 350

High team game (hdcp) – 
Team 3 608, Team 1 598

High team series (scratch) 
– Team 3 1395

High team series (hdcp) – 
Team 3 1818

Boys’ high game (scratch) 
– Kooper Novak 227, Alex 
Holland 177, Oliver Turner 
147

Boys’ high game (hdcp) 
– Kooper Novak 270, Oliver 
Turner 230, Alex Holland 201

Boys’ high series (scratch) 
– Kooper Novak 586, Alex 
Holland 461, Toby Bulem 292

Boys’ high series (hdcp) 
– Kooper Novak 715, Toby 
Bulen 553, Alex Holland 533

Girls’ high game (scratch) 
– Lauren Holland 123

Girls’ high game (hdcp) – 
Lauren Holland 179

Girls’ high series (scratch) 
– Lauren Holland 242

Girls’ high series (hdcp) – 
Lauren Holland 354

Monday Night
Mixed League

Standings as of March 20 
– 1. Split Happens 40-25; 2. 
CM Farm 35-30; 3. Sports-
N-Stuff 32-33; 4. Ramer Inc. 
31-34; 5. Bad Kats 29-36; 6. 
Leagal Beagles 28-37

High team game (scratch) 
– Ramer Inc. 810, Split Hap-
pens 781, Leagal Beagles 675

High team game (hdcp) – 
Split Happens 1018, Ramer 
Inc. 1016, Leagal Beagles 941

High team series (scratch) 
– Ramer Inc. 2276, Split 
Happens 2173, Sports-N-
Stuff 1921

High team series (hdcp) 
– Ramer Inc. 2894, Split 
Happens 2884, Bad Kats 2716

Men’s high game (scratch) 
– Luke Ross 257, Matt Ramer 
228, Tyler Schmitt 225

Men’s high game (hdcp) – 
Raul Diaz Jr. 276, Brendan Ra-
mer 275, Aaron Holocker 269

Men’s high series (scratch) 
– Luke Ross 751, Tyler 
Schmitt 638, Raul Diaz Jr. 589

Men’s high series (hdcp) 
– Raul Diaz Jr. & Luke Ross 
781, Brendan Ramer 756

Women’s high game 
(scratch) – Jessica Robinson 
253, Gail Sessler 204, Dria 
Kuntz 198

Women’s high game 
(hdcp) – Jessica Robinson 
307, Dria Kuntz 271, Gail 
Sessler 263

Women’s high series 
(scratch) – Jessica Robinson 
601, Gail Sessler 516, Dria 
Kuntz 511

Women’s high series 
(hdcp) – Jessica Robinson 
763, Dria Kuntz 730, Sarah 
Westphal 724
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OUTDOOR ADVENTURES

Open Monday-Saturday after 10:00 AM  
Please call for appointment & directions. 

Visit us online at 
kramersguns.com

We are a combined 53 
years of experience!  
We offer a great 
inventory of new & 
used guns along 
with ammunition and 
accessories. We also 
buy and trade firearms.

03302022

Celebrating 30 years in  
business on April 1st! 

Thank you to our loyal &  
new customers!

Mon.-Sat. 8-12 & 1-5; Closed Sun. & Tues.

• Hunting & Fishing License

• Ammunition • Scopes

• Stamps • Mounts

• Guns

• Cleaning Kits

• Gun Repair

• Reloading Supplies

CARTER’S GUN SHOP, INC.
LOW

PRICES
NEW & 
USED 
GUNS

202 W. Comanchee
Shabbona, IL 824-2354

AMBOY
GOODS
S P O R T I N G

44 E. Main Street
Amboy

815-857-2382

GEAR UP FOR AN 
OUTDOOR ADVENTURE!

Hunting, Fishing Archery, 
Guns & Ammo, Muzzleloading 

Gear, Trapping Gear
Crossbows Now in Stock!

815-539-5083

Modern amenities and 
indoor comforts have made 
life easier in many ways, 
but they’ve also helped 
to fashion a generation of 
people who spend much of 
their time inside. A recent 
report from the international 
research firm YouGov found 
that around 90 percent of 
study respondents from 
North America and Europe 
spend close to 22 hours inside 
every day. Children may get a 
little more time outdoors than 
adults, particularly if they 
participate in outdoor sports.

There are distinct advan-
tages to engaging in more 
outdoor activities. Here’s a 
look at some of them.

• Improved mood and 
reduced risk of depression: 
The YouGov report notes 
that around 15 percent of 
the world’s population is 
affected by different levels 
of seasonal affective dis-
order, which is believed to 
be a direct result of lack 
of daylight. Symptoms go 
away when days are longer 
and individuals can enjoy 
more sunshine. Children who 
go outside and get ample 
exposure to sunlight may 
experience a more positive 
mood and renewed energy.

• Lower risk of obesity: 
Dr. Kenneth Ginsburg from 
the American Academy of 
Pediatrics says outdoor play 
can help reduce obesity in 
today’s youth. Children can 
enjoy self-directed physical 
activity that also stimulates 
awareness of one’s surround-
ings. 

• Improved vitamin D 
levels: Vitamin D has been 
dubbed the “sunshine vi-
tamin” because sunlight 
hitting the skin prompts the 
liver and kidneys to create 
vitamin D in the body. A 

deficiency in vitamin D can 
lead to depression and heart 
failure and may compromise 
the immune system. Children 
can improve current and 
future health by maintaining 
adequate vitamin D levels 
through healthy exposure to 
sunlight.

• Lower stress levels: 
Students of all ages are faced 
with stressful situations that 
come at them from every 
angle. The arrival of the 
global pandemic has been an 
added stressor that continues 
to affect children and adults. 
According to research by the 
University of Essex, outdoor 
exercise offers mental health 
benefits that exceed those 
gleaned from indoor exer-
cise. Spending time in a green 
space can result in improved 
mood and self-esteem. A 
2017 study of Japanese 
students found those who 
spent time in the forest for 
two nights returned home 
with lower levels of cortisol, 
a hormone used as a marker 
of stress, than students who 
remained in the city. The 
practice of de-stressing out-
doors is often referred to as 
“forest bathing” or “nature 
therapy.”

• Better focus: A dose of 
nature may help children 
diagnosed with attention 
deficit hyperactivity disorder 
improve their concentration 
levels. A 2008 study from 
researchers at the University 
of Illinois found that children 
with ADHD demonstrated 
greater attention perfor-
mance following a 20-minute 
walk in a park as compared 
to a residential neighborhood 
or downtown area. 

Getting outside and en-
gaging in any activity has 
a variety of benefits for 
children and adults.

Outdoor activities 
benefit children

Getting outside and engaging in any activity has a variety 
of benefits for children and adults.

SPRINGFIELD – The 
2023 Illinois spring trout 
fishing season will open 
Saturday, April 1, at 58 
ponds, lakes, and streams 
throughout the state.

An early opportunity at 
selected trout sites – the 
spring catch-and-release 
fishing season – will open 
March 18. No trout may be 
kept during the catch-and-
release fishing period, but 
anglers can keep trout after 
the opening of the regular 
season beginning April 1.

The Illinois Depart-
ment of Natural Resourc-
es (IDNR) stocks more 
than 80,000 rainbow trout 
each year in bodies of 
water where trout fishing 
is permitted during the 
spring season. An addi-
tional 80,000 trout will be 
stocked for the fall trout 
fishing season, which be-
gins in October.

The Illinois Catchable 
Trout Program receives fund-
ing support from those who 
use the program through the 
sale of Inland Trout Stamps.

For the 2023 spring trout 
season, no trout may be tak-
en from any of the stocked 
sites from March 13 until 
the season opens at 5 a.m. 
April 1. Anyone attempting 

Lake Mendota, other area locations open
for spring trout fishing season on April 1

to harvest trout before the 
legal harvest season opening 
will be issued citations.

All anglers, including 
those who intend to release 
fish caught before April 1, 
must have a fishing license 
and an Inland Trout Stamp 
unless they are under the 
age of 16, blind or disabled, 
or are an Illinois resident on 
leave from active duty in 
the Armed Forces. The daily 

harvest limit for each angler 
is five trout.

For more information 
on trout seasons and other 
Illinois fishing opportunities, 
check the website at www.
ifishillinois.org.

Illinois 2023 fishing li-
censes and Inland Trout 
Stamps are available now at 
IDNR license and permit lo-
cations, including many bait 
shops, sporting goods stores, 

and other retail outlets. For a 
list of locations, visit https://
www.exploremoreil.com/
agentlocator.

Fishing licenses and trout 
stamps also can be purchased 
online at https://www.ex-
ploremoreil.com.

For information about 
all site regulations, anglers 
should contact individual 
sites that will be stocked 
with catchable-size trout. 
Not all sites open at 5 a.m. 
on opening day. Anglers are 
reminded to check the open-
ing time of their favorite sites 
prior to the open date.

Area locations that will 
be open for the 2023 spring 
trout season are:

• Bureau County – Hen-
nepin Canal Parkway

• Kendall County – Big 
Lake, Silver Springs State 
Fish and Wildlife Area

• LaSalle County – Illinois 
and Michigan Canal Lock 14, 
LaSalle; Lake Mendota, City 
of Mendota

• Ogle County – Pine 
Creek, White Pines Forest 
State Park**

• Whiteside County – 
Centennial Park Pond, Rock 
Falls

(**Denotes sites open 
for catch-and-release early 
spring season fishing)

Spring activities for families to enjoy together
Spring is one of the most 

popular seasons of the year. 
After several months of 
chilly temperatures in many 
regions, spring provides a 
welcome reprieve from the 
cold. 

Moderate temperatures 
makes it much more com-
fortable and inviting to ven-
ture outdoors, particularly 
for families with children 
who might not adapt to the 
cold as well as adults. The 
following are some fami-
ly-friendly activities that 
make the most of spring 
renewal.

Visit botanic gardens
If there’s a botanical gar-

den nearby, a visit in spring 
is a great time to soak in 
the beauty of nature. That’s 
because an abundance of 
flowers bloom during the 
spring, meaning a garden 
will be in peak form. Visitors 
can meander through rows 
of rose bushes or tour the 
labyrinth of trimmed hedges. 
Beautiful, flowering cherry 
trees, with their delicate pink 
or white petals, also are sights 
to behold in spring.

Prepare a home garden
Visiting a garden is one 

thing, creating one at home 
is another. In addition to 
planning a vegetable gar-
den to enjoy tasty pickings 
throughout summer, you 
can devote some property 
to flowers that will attract 
wildlife. Check with a 
garden center about which 
flowers and plants attract 
butterflies and other bene-
ficial insects. Many garden 
centers sell butterfly and 
hummingbird mixes to 
attract wildlife.

Go animal watching
Flowers are not the only 

thing on display come the 
spring. Many animals, in-
cluding birds, are born this 
time of year. Baby animals 
are not only adorable, they 
can be entertaining to watch 
grow. Families can spend 
time viewing the animals 
that visit their yards or sur-
rounding parks, being careful 
to keep their distance. Adults 
may be quite protective of 
their young, so it’s better 
to watch from the lens of a 
camera or with binoculars. 
Always resist the urge to help 

a baby animal who seems like 
it was abandoned. The parent 
may be a short distance away 
gathering food or trying to 
avoid drawing attention to 
the young to deter predators.

Get out on the water
A bright, warm day is an 

ideal time to enjoy the open 
water. Spring is a season 
when many marinas reopen 
and avid boaters put their ves-
sels back into the water. You 
also can venture into streams 
or lakes aboard kayaks or 
canoes, getting exercise 
and seeing the scenery in 
the process. Bring a fishing 

pole along and cast it into 
the water for a few hours of 
recreation.

Make wind chimes
Enhance the garden or 

decor around the home by 
making wind chimes or 
other percussion items that 
can create beautiful music 
when spring breezes blow. 
Commercially available kits 
are sold, but wind chimes 
also can be made from items 
like bamboo or even strung 
shells.

These are just a few fami-
ly-friendly activities to enjoy 
this spring.

Venture into streams or lakes aboard kayaks or canoes, getting exercise and seeing 
the scenery in the process. Bring a fishing pole along and cast it into the water for a 
few hours of recreation.
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ENTERTAINMENT

Strange
But True

Bring In A Photo With A
Poem, Verse Or Message–or

just a verse or message
(No extra charge for photo)

You can run any size ad $650 
per column inch for Reporter 

OR Money Saver
$850 per column inch in BOTH

(See examples)
Call 815-539-9396 for 

more information

Happy 21st 
Birthday 
Michelle!

We love you!
Mom, Dad, 

Billie & Susie

CONGRATULATIONS!
on passing your State Exams

Carol Ann Smith, RN
Love, Joey

FUN 
ADS!

Put A Little Fun 
In Someone’s Life!

2 Column x 2”
$26 in Reporter
Or Money Saver

$34 To 
Run In Both

1 Column x 4”
$26 in Reporter Or  

Money Saver
$34 To Run In Both

Celebrity Extra
By Dana Jackson

Q: I want to see the new 
film “Jesus Revolution,” but 
I don’t like going to mov-
ie theaters. 
Can I watch 
it at home 
on my TV? 
-- H.W.

A: “Je-
sus Revolu-
tion” is the 
term Time 
magazine called an evangeli-
cal Christian revival that be-
gan on the West Coast in the 
1960s and 1970s. The movie 
of the same name is based on 
that published article as well 
as on a real pastor, who is 
played by Kelsey Grammer 
(“Frasier”) in the film.

Jonathan Roumie co-stars 
in “Jesus Revolution” as 
Lonnie Frisbee, a charis-
matic street preacher who 
resembles Jesus. The actor 
started out doing guest roles 
in primetime shows like 
“Chicago Med” and “NCIS: 
Los Angeles,” but he seems 
to have found his calling 
of starring in faith-based 
projects in recent years. He’s 
played Jesus in three seasons 
of Angel Studios’ “The Cho-
sen,” which can be streamed 
on Peacock.

At the time of this writing, 
“Jesus Revolution” is only 
available in theaters, where 
it’s been quite successful, 

Roumie

generating more than $45 
million. It will eventually be 
available for rent and/or pur-
chase on the Vudu/Fandango 
streaming app (and perhaps 
someday a streaming plat-
form like Prime Video and 
one of the network or cable 
channels). However, if you 
don’t want to take a chance 
on missing it, I’d venture out 
to your local theater soon.

***
Q: What is Kiefer Suther-

land’s new show about? It 
looks like he’s playing Jack 
Bauer again. -- L.J.

A: While actor Kiefer 
Sutherland is best known for 
playing Jack Bauer on the hit 
Fox action series “24,” his 
new show “Rabbit Hole” is a 
completely different project 
and character for him alto-
gether. It definitely caters to 
Kiefer’s fan base, though, but 
instead of playing a federal 
agent fighting terrorism, he’s 
a private espionage agent 
framed for murder.

“Rabbit Hole” comes from 
the creative minds of Em-
my-winning producers John 
Requa and Glenn Ficarra 
(“This Is Us”), and the show 
co-stars Charles Dance (“The 
Crown”) and Rob Yang (“Suc-
cession”). The first season 
consists of only eight episodes, 
and the first two will premiere 
on March 26. It’s available ex-
clusively on the Paramount+ 

streaming service.
Sutherland had another 

successful series after “24” 
called “Designated Survi-
vor,” where he becomes 
president of the free world 
after everyone above him in 
rank is killed in a catastrophic 
attack. It aired for two sea-
sons on ABC before airing 
the third season on Netflix. 
He also recently played Pres-
ident Franklin D. Roosevelt 
in the Showtime original 
series “The First Lady.” Now, 
whether we’ll see him in a 
silly comedy anytime soon 
remains to be seen.

***
Q: What happened to the 

period piece drama “Sandi-
ton”? Wasn’t it on Netflix? I 
tried to find it, and it’s gone. 
-- A.K.

A: “Sanditon” recently 
had its third and final sea-
son premiere on PBS. The 
series is set during England’s 
Regency era, in the early 
1800s at a seaside resort 
called Sanditon. It’s based 
on the unfinished novel by 
Jane Austen and stars Rose 
Williams. Andrew Davies, 
the Emmy and BAFTA 
award-winning screenwriter 
who has adapted classics 
like “Pride & Prejudice” 
and “Sense & Sensibility,” 
has done a wonderful job 
carrying out Austen’s orig-
inal vision.

• Trivia Test •
1. GEOGRAPHY: Which U.S. 

states share a border with Mexico?
2. MOVIES: Which movie was 

the first sports film to win the Best 
Picture award?

3. U.S. PRESIDENTS: How 
many former first ladies are still 
living?

4. TELEVISION: What is the 
name of Bart’s teacher on “The 
Simpsons”?

5. LANGUAGE: What does the 
Japanese phrase “domo arigato” 
mean in English?

6. CHEMISTRY: What is the 
lightest element?

7. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: 
Who is Marie Laveau of New 
Orleans?

8. AD SLOGANS: Which prod-
uct was advertised with the slogan, 

“Great taste, less filling”?
9. U.S. CITIES: In which city 

would you find Thomas Jefferson’s 
Monticello?

10. LITERATURE: Who wrote 
the autobiography “Dreams From 
My Father”?

Answers
1. Four: California, Arizona, 

New Mexico and Texas.
2. “Rocky” (1976).
3. Five: Rosalynn Carter, Hil-

lary Clinton, Laura Bush, Michelle 
Obama and Melania Trump.

4. Edna Krabappel.
5. Thank you.
6. Hydrogen.
7. Famous voodoo queen.
8. Miller Lite beer.
9. Charlottesville, Virginia.
10. Barack Obama.

By Lucie Winborne
* There is an art form 

called Assquatch that con-
sists of faces made from deer 
posteriors.

* Renaissance genius 
Leonardo da Vinci designed 
plans for a “mechanized 
knight,” a robot-like creation 
that relied on a pulley system. 
When the plans were discov-
ered nearly five centuries 
later and built according to 
his specifications, the design 
worked perfectly.

* In 2012, a Manches-
ter, U.K., couple jokingly 
invited Queen Elizabeth to 
their wedding. Her Royal 
Highness not only showed 
up, but brought Prince Philip. 

* Speedy Gonzales was 
banned by the Cartoon 
Network for being an offen-
sive stereotype, only to be 
returned after mass protest 
by the Hispanic-American 
community.

* The lowest sounding 
instrument in an orchestra 
is the contrabassoon. Only 
a few soloists in the world 
play it.

* After winning an Oscar, 
Daniel Day-Lewis retired to 
become a cobbler in Italy. 
Fortunately for the theatrical 
world, he returned to acting 
after Martin Scorsese con-
vinced him to star in “Gangs 
of New York.”

* The first Troll doll was 
created by a Danish fisher-
man who could not afford a 
Christmas gift for his daugh-
ter. While it wouldn’t have 
won any beauty contests, 
when other children saw it 
they wanted one as well.

* IKEA recalled its choc-
olate bars because they 
didn’t come with an allergy 
warning.

* In 1877, a monkey 
named Jimmy was charged 
with assault after biting 
the finger of one Mary 
Shea. When a judge said 
he couldn’t legally commit 
a monkey, Jimmy respect-
fully removed his velvet 
hat, climbed on the judge’s 
desk, and attempted to shake 
his hand.

Hollywood
By Tony Rizzo

HOLLYWOOD -- Brad 
Pitt has a new love. His first 
public appearance with his 
new lady, Ines de Ramon, 
was in Paris at the Cesar 
Awards (the French Oscars) 
in late February. De Ramon 
is a fitness and health coach 
employed by celebs to help 
build nutrition plans, estab-
lish a fitness routine and 
maintain a healthier lifestyle.

Insiders say they’ve been 
dating for some time and 
that Pitt hid their love affair 
behind the guise of being one 
of her clients. De Ramon is 
currently in the middle of 
divorcing “Vampire Diaries” 
star Paul Wesley.

Pitt is currently shooting 
the AppleTV+ film “Wolves” 
with George Clooney (both 
are also producers) in New 
York. De Ramon, a New 
Jersey native, is 32, while 
Pitt’s 59.

***
Let’s take a last look at the 

Oscars: Halle Berry agreed to 
present the Best Actor award, 
taking the place of last year’s 
Best Actor, Will Smith, who 
is currently banned from the 
Academy for 10 years. He 
joined Richard Gere, who 
in 1993 received a 20-year 

ban for injecting a political 
cause into his presenting 
time; though, he was wel-
comed back 10 years later, 
when he was nominated 
for “Chicago,” which won 
Best Picture. Add “Me Too” 
movement losers Bill Cosby 
and Roman Polanski to the 
list, both getting banned 
in 2018, as well as Harvey 
Weinstein (who’ll be in jail so 
long he can’t attend anyway).

Has diversity gone too far 
at the Academy? Did they go 
overboard compensating for 
their lack of diversity in the 
past? Of 34 presenters, 19 
were women, and 15 were 
men. They compensated for 
not nominating female di-
rectors by having three pairs 
of actresses presenting and 
only two pairs of men. There 
were six Black actors, five 
Hispanic actors, one Asian 
actor but only four Cauca-
sian actors. So, where were 
the superstars of yesterday? 
The only superstars present 
were Dwayne Johnson, John 
Travolta and Harrison Ford.

Among big names miss-
ing from the in memoriam 
segment were two-time 
Best Supporting Actress 
nominee Melinda Dillon (for 
“Close Encounters of the 

Third Kind” and “Absence 
of Malice”); Stella Stevens 
(“The Nutty Professor”); 
Henry Silva (“Ocean’s 11”); 
Cindy Williams (“American 
Graffiti”); Anne Heche, star 
of Gus Van Sant’s 1998 “Psy-
cho” remake; Leslie Jordan 
(“The Help”); Tom Sizemore 
(“Saving Private Ryan”); 
Paul Sorvino (“Goodfellas”); 
David Warner (“Mary Pop-
pins Returns”); Philip Baker 
Hall (“Boogie Nights”); 
Robert Blake (“In Cold 
Blood”) and Chaim Topol 
(“Fiddler on the Roof”). 

Allegedly, Tom Cruise 
didn’t appear to avoid his ex-
wife Nicole Kidman, but I’m 
sure he would have miracu-
lously appeared as producer 
of “Top Gun: Maverick” had 
it won Best Picture.

***
Guillermo del Toro, hot 

off his Best Animated Fea-
ture win for “Pinocchio” at 
the Oscars, is taking on a 
remake of “Frankenstein,” 
which will star Andrew 
Garfield, Oscar Isaac and 
Mia Goth. Since there have 
already been 70 films made 
about Frankenstein, frankly, 
do we give a damn?

(c) 2023 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Couch Theater
“Murder Mystery 2” (PG-

13) -- Even though the first 
“Murder Mystery” doesn’t 
exactly hook you into the 
most satisfying whodunnit, 
it was still an amusing watch 
nonetheless and prompted 
Netflix to return with a 
sequel. Adam Sandler and 
Jennifer Aniston reprise 
their roles as married couple 
Nick and Audrey Spitz, who 
are invited to the wedding 
of Maharajah Vikram -- a 
suspect in the previous mur-
der mystery that took place 
in the first film. But, at the 
wedding, the Maharajah gets 
kidnapped, so the Spitzes, as 
the most unqualified detec-
tives, naturally see this as a 
prime opportunity to solve 
yet another case. Premieres 
March 31. (Netflix)

“The Estate” (R) -- Macey 
(Toni Collette) and Savannah 
(Anna Farris) are owners of 
a sinking business. When 
they receive news from their 
mother that their wealthy 
Aunt Hilda has terminal 
cancer, the desperate sisters 
hatch a plan to visit Hilda and 

see if they can squeeze them-
selves into her will before she 
passes. Upon their arrival, 
Macey and Savannah realize 
that their two-faced cousin 
Beatrice (Rosemarie DeWitt) 
is already staying with Hilda; 
their other cousin, Richard 
(David Duchovny), arrives 
shortly after them. With all 
the family gathered around 
for the same reason, who will 
get to walk away with the 
money from Hilda’s estate? 
Kathleen Turner stars as 
none other than Aunt Hilda 
in this black comedy out 
now. (Hulu) 

“Tetris” (R) -- Who knew 
the journey behind bringing 
the puzzle game Tetris to 
players across the world 
would be so tumultuous? 
Taron Egerton (“Rocket-
man”) stars as businessman 
Henk Rogers, who attempts 
to secure the rights of Tetris 
and get it packaged with the 
new Game Boy console. 
Henk must travel from the 
U.S. to the Soviet Union, 
during a time when tensions 
are still high between both 

countries, to meet with the 
Russian developer of Tetris. 
What should have been 
simple negotiations for a 
game turns into a danger-
ous, high-stake battle for all 
involved. Premieres March 
31. (AppleTV+) 

“The Power” (TV-16+) 
-- Based on the bestselling 
novel of the same name by 
Naomi Alderman, this up-
coming sci-fi drama series 
hits streaming March 31. 
Out of nowhere, thousands 
of teenage girls around the 
world begin harnessing the 
power to electrocute others, 
as electric jolts pour out 
of their fingertips. Since a 
multitude of girls can now 
utilize this power however 
they wish, it completely up-
ends society as we know it. 
Depending on how well the 
girl can wield her power, she 
could send a piece of paper 
into flames, light a car on fire, 
or even take down a poten-
tial assailant. So, now that 
girls really have the power, 
will they be able to keep it? 
(Prime Video)

Brought to you each week by
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NIE FUN PAGE

NEWSPAPERS IN EDUCATION SPONSORS

The Newspapers In 
Education (NIE) program is 
designed as an educational 
tool to enhance our local 
students’ understanding of 

the world around them. The 
Mendota Reporter wishes 
to recognize these 2022-
2023 sponsors and their 

commitment to education!

703 Illinois Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

815-539-9396
www.mendotareporter.com

1905 13th Ave., Mendota 
815-539-3444

Ottawa | Peru | Morris | Diamond

www.financialplus.org

1100 Water Street, Peru, IL 61354
815-223-1742

1205 Washington St. 
Mendota

815-539-6757
1101 Lori Lane • Mendota

763-477-5854

1501 First Ave., Mendota
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LOCAL AND AREA
Psalm 37:1-3 is a great 

promise for us in God’s 
Word. It says, “Do not fret 
because of those who are 
evil or be envious of those 
who do wrong; for like 
the grass they will soon 
wither, like green plants 
they will soon die away. 
Trust in the Lord and do 
good; dwell in the land 
and enjoy safe pasture” 
(NIV).

These verses reassure 
us that we don’t need to be 
worried about everything 
wrong that’s happening in 
the world, because God is 
still in control. And He’s 
going to take care of us as 
long as we trust Him and 
do good.

But we all have times 
when we wonder, “Is 
God really going to come 
through for me? Can I 
really trust Him…or do 
I need to have a backup 
plan? If God doesn’t come 
through quickly enough, 
how long am I willing or 
prepared to wait for Him 
to act?”

The truth is, whether 
or not you can trust God 
depends on whether 
you’re trying to get Him 
to give you what YOU 
want, or what HE wants. 

Start trusting and stop fretting
In other words, are you 
trusting Him to do His 
perfect will for you, in 
His perfect timing and 
in His way?

The Best Way to Ask 
for What You Want
It’s good for us to tell 

God what we want and to 
ask Him for help when we 
need it. But sometimes 
we think we know what 
is right for us, or we want 
something so badly we 
feel we just have to have 
it; so instead of trusting 
God to do what is best, 
we tell Him what He 
needs to do. 

We need to realize that 
we really are not smart 
enough to deal with the 
problems we face on our 
own. And when we don’t 
trust God, we end up 
trying to make something 
happen that only He can 
do, which just makes us 
frustrated.

I’ve discovered that no 
matter how badly I want 
something, I need to pray, 
“God, if what I want is not 
what You want for me, 
then please don’t give it 
to me. I want to do Your 
will in this situation, 
and I’m trusting You to 
give me what You want 

for me.”
This is especially im-

portant in situations 
where we don’t under-
stand why things are 
happening the way they 
are. I remember when 
God told me to quit my 
job so I could stay home 
and study the Word more. 
This was the season when 
He was preparing me for 
full-time ministry. 

It was so hard because 
without me working, we 
were $40 short of what 
we needed each month 
just to pay our bills. I 
would go to garage sales 
to buy clothes for my 
kids, and we kept giving 
and tithing as God spoke 
to our hearts to do it. For 
six years we had to have 
a miracle every month 
in our finances, and it 
didn’t make any sense 
to me at all why it was 
taking so long for us to 
get a breakthrough in our 
situation.

But I understand now 
that God was teaching 
me how to trust Him for 
every little thing I needed 
every day. Everything I 
went through with God 
during those six years 
prepared me to do what 

we’re doing in ministry 
now. And it takes a lot 
more to keep the ministry 
going today than what we 
needed to pay our bills 
back then.

What It Takes to 
Really Trust God

I’m so glad God helped 
me stay determined not to 
give up or try to meet all 
of our needs in my own 
strength. I needed those 
years of being home full-
time to study the Word and 
apply the biblical principles 
I was learning practically in 
my own life before I could 
do what I’m doing today.

You know, it doesn’t 
do any good to just know 
the Word in your head – 
you have to know it by 
experience through your 
relationship with God. 
We need to experience 
the faithfulness of God in 
our lives to grow in our 
trust in Him. I can hon-
estly say now that some 
of the times I treasure 
most happened during 
those six years when God 
came through for us in 
miraculous ways. I didn’t 
always get what I wanted, 
but God always provided 
everything I needed.

You’re not going to 
know for sure if you can 
trust God until you have 
to step out in faith and 
experience His faithful-
ness. I want to encourage 
you today: Don’t give 
up on what God has put 
in your heart to do! No 
matter how hard it is to 
trust Him, be determined 
to keep doing everything 
He shows you to do.

As the Amplified Bi-
ble, Classic Edition says 
in Psalm 37:3, “Trust 
(lean on, rely on, and be 
confident) in the Lord 
and do good; so shall 
you dwell in the land 
and feed surely on His 
faithfulness….” God is 
faithful, and you really 
can trust Him!

***
For more on this topic, 

order Joyce’s four-teach-
ing resource Trust God and 
Do Good. You can also 
contact us to receive our 
free magazine, Enjoying 
Everyday Life, by calling 
(800) 727-9673 or visiting 
www.joycemeyer.org. 

Joyce Meyer is a New 
York Times bestselling 
author and founder of 
Joyce Meyer Ministries, 
Inc. She has authored 
more than 140 books, 
including BATTLE-
FIELD OF THE MIND 
and LOVING PEOPLE 
WHO ARE HARD TO 
LOVE (FaithWords). 
She hosts the Enjoying 
Everyday Life radio and 
TV programs, which air 
on hundreds of stations 
worldwide. For more 
information, visit www.
joycemeyer.org.

Please note: The views 
and opinions expressed 
throughout this publica-
tion and/or website are 
those of the respective 
authors and do not nec-
essarily reflect those of 
Joyce Meyer Ministries.

ONLINE ONLY PUBLIC AUCTION  
Leffelman Automotive, Sublette, IL

Internet Auction Ends April 5th, 2023
After 42 years of business in Sublette, Chris Leffelman has decided to retire and 
close his auto repair shop. We will be offering the shop equipment, tools, and 
tow truck via online auction. These items are all owner operated items that are 
from a small shop and have had the best of care. Everything is clean and in good 
working order. The online auction is now open for bids and ends with a “soft 
close” beginning at 7pm central on Wednesday, April 5th 2023.
For bidding, registration, terms and conditions please log on to bearrows.hibid.
com and click on the Leffelman Automotive Auction.
For questions on specific items or to make an appointment to view in person 
please call Chris Leffelman at 815-994-6234.

AUCTIONEERS:
JOHN BEARROWS, Rochelle, IL

(815) 739-9150
IL Lic. #440000243

JOSH HICKEY, Steward, IL
(815) 739-1030

IL Lic. #441001092Visit our website www.bearrows.com
(815) 562-5113 

PUBLIC AUCTION
The following Machines & Equipment will be sold LIVE IN PER-
SON BIDDING ONLY (NO Internet Bidding) at the 
ON SITE LOCATION of 500 E. River St. in Dixon, IL on:

SATURDAY, APRIL 8, 2023
TIME: 10:00 A.M.

View Listing & Photos on website: 
www.tumblesonauction.com

Ring & Piston Machine-Thor Brand; Sunnen Precision Howing 
Machine Model 650 w/ Accessories; Shado Graph Piston Scale 
4312; Delta Milwaukee Industrial Drill Press; Bench Grinder on 
Stand; Kwik-Way Cylinder Boring Machine Model FN; Lg. Sol-
vent Tank (Parts Cleaning Tank); Lempco Drive Shaft Balanc-
er Mod 354  w/ Accessories; Hill Clarke Drive Shaft Balancer 
Mod 2586 w/ Accessories; Famco 1830 Hydraulic Brake-4 Ft; 
Pipe Stand; Miller Mig & Tig Welder Model 320-A-BP Industrial 
w/ Tank-Leads & Gages; Miller Matic 35 Wine Welder; Utility 
Hydraulic Jack (Engine Crane); Beaver Machine VBRP Milling 
Machine w/ Accessories; Timken Bearing Machine Milling Ma-
chine w/ Accessories; General Electric Industrial Belt Sander; 
Van Norman Crankshaft Regrinder Mod 666 w/ 13 Grinding 
Stones; PMW Hot Parts Washer SN#M61072; Prestone Flush 
& Fill Machine (Flusher); 1957 Gear Drivin Mont. Ward Reel 
Mower;  Many Precision, Engine Parts & Milling Items

JW DRIVESHAFT Seller:  
Inga Washelesky

Please Note: Buyer is Responsible to Load Items & Buyer 
has 15 Days to Remove Items. This is a LIVE Auction with NO 
Internet Bidding!! Absentee & Phone Bidding Available!! 

TT TUMBLESON AUCTION COMPANY, PRINCETON, IL
E-mail: ttauction@yahoo.com or Phone 815-872-1852

Auctioneers: Rob Young, Rock Falls 815-632-8000 | Tom & 
Mary Tumbleson & Tiffany Foes 815-872-1852

Who’s Left in theWho’s Left in the
Reporter’s NCAA Contest?Reporter’s NCAA Contest?

San Diego State
MASS

Miami
Maze Lumber

Florida Atlantic
Vita Tone Cleaners

UConn
Financial Plus Credit Union

NCAA CHAMPIONNCAA CHAMPION
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The Merchants 
on this page urge 

you to attend a 
house of worship 

this week.

EUREKA SAVINGS BANK
1300 13th Ave., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5656

FIRST STATE BANK
706 Washington St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 538-2265

MENDOTA MONUMENT CO.
606 Main St, Mendota, Ill. 

Phone (815) 539-7276

MERRITT FUNERAL HOME
800 Monroe St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-7211

SPORTS-N-STUFF, INC.
804 Washington, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-6354

STEPHENITCH  DO IT BEST HARDWARE 
1204 13th Ave., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-9394

TRIPLE SERVICE, INC.
801 Monroe, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-3828

WASMER FUNERAL HOME
2112 W. Main St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-8500

ZIGGIE’S RESTAURANT
Rte. 34 East, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5060

MENDOTAMENDOTA
 ROMAN CATHOLIC MASS

Rev. Peter A. Pilon,  Pastor
Ray Fischer,  Jose Lopez,  

and Hector Diaz,  Deacons

HOLY CROSS, MENDOTA
Weekday Mass 
Weekend Mass 

Confession 

STS. PETER AND PAUL, 
PETERSTOWN

Weekend Mass  
Confession 

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST  CHURCH

100 E. Sixth St.
(815) 538-5587

Rev. Mary Bohall, Pastor
SUNDAY SCHEDULE:

9 a.m. Sunday School & Fellowship
9:30 a.m. Worship  

In-person & on Facebook at: 
Mendota First United

Methodist Church  

 April 2 - Palm Sunday; 
9 a.m. Sunday School; 9:30 a.m. Worship
April 4 - 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Prayer Walking
April 5 - 7 a.m.-7 p.m. Sanctuary open 

for communion; 
6:30 p.m. Confirmation class

ZION UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

 808 Jefferson St. 

Pastor Jeff Brace
jbrace8459@gmail.com

Church office  (815) 538-2186
    

Facebook: Mendota Zion United 
Methodist Church      

 SUNDAY SCHEDULE:
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.

 Sunday School for Preschool - 6th grade 
in fellowship hall during worship service

(Parking lot worship available on 90.9 FM 
during Sunday services) 

TUESDAY - Prayer group 6 p.m.
FRIDAY - Youth group 6 p.m.

UNITED PENTECOSTAL 
CHURCH

Route 251 North         
(815) 539-6861

Rev. Charles Yeakel, Pastor
E-mail: mendotaupc@yahoo.com

www.mendotaupc.org
 SUNDAY: Christian Education 

Sunday Worship

WEDNESDAY

VICTORY  BAPTIST  
CHURCH

“Faithful & Effective”
505 W. 7th Ave. 
(815) 539-9081

 Pastor Steve Breedlove
SUNDAY

Sunday school  
Worship 

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Service

NEW COVENANT 
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Rt. 251 at Lake Mendota  

P.O. Box  54
Phone  (815) 539-7107 (church)   

 (815) 871-5702 (pastor)

Larry Sheaves, Pastor
www.newcovenantmendota.org

www.facebook.com/NCAOG

“Preaching the blood, book and 
blessed hope.”
Sunday School

Worship 

MENDOTA BIBLE 
CHURCH

Rt. 251,  1/2 mile south of 
Mendota 

(815) 538-6876

Brian Kelly, Pastor
www.mendotabiblechurch.org

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
Sunday School  

Worship  
Evening Service  

 
ST.  JOHN’S  LUTHERAN  

CHURCH
607 Tenth Ave. 
(815) 539-5626

Vicar Anthony Windau
E-mail: office@stjohnsmendota.org 

Website: 
www.stjohnsmendota.org

Schedule:
9 a.m. Sunday Worship in person

and online via YouTube
Find us on Facebook

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH
1003 5th St.

(815) 538-5603

Website: fpcmendota.com
Accessible      

Sunday Worship 10 a.m. 

March 31 - 6-7 p.m. Easter ham 
distribution

April 2 - 10 a.m. Worship/Communion; 
11 a.m. Fellowship

 
Facebook page 

www.facebook.com/fpcmendota 
Wednesday Evening Gathering:

Live Zoom at 7 p.m. 
https://us02web.zoom.

us/j/86402369150
To call in for audio only, dial 
(312) 626-6799 - use meeting 

ID: 864 0236 9150 
No passwords required; links & 
phone numbers stay the same.

CHRIST’S CHURCH
“He is the Head of the Body, the 
Church . . . That in everything He 

might have the supremacy.” Col. 1:18

1107 Main St. 
(815) 993-2462

          

Dave Manion      Jim McDowell
Wayne Shuman

Please join us for . . .  
Sunday Bible Study (all ages) 9:30 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Church Builders 12:30 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer 6 p.m.
Men’s Ministry

Ladies & Mens Bible Study 
Thursday 6 p.m. 

Non-denominational
Please call for more information

COMPTONCOMPTON
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH
398 Church Road, Compton   

Pastor Jeffrey Schlesinger
(815) 539-6567       

Wheelchair accessible    

Website: www.ilccompton.org
E-mail: immanuellutheran 

compton@live.com 
“Living in God’s Grace as a 

Neighbor to the World”

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE  
8:30 a.m. Worship at Immanuel

(Sunday School begins Dec. 4, 9:30)
10:30 a.m. Worship at First

March 29 - 5:30 p.m. Lenten meal at 
Immanuel; 6:30 p.m. Lenten Service at 

Immanuel
April 2 - 11:35 a.m. Confirmation at 

First

Online “devotional service” videos continue 
every Sunday at 

facebook.com/ilccompton and 
YouTube. Check our website and Facebook 

page for more information.

ZION EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

LaMoille (Clarion)
4 miles west of Mendota on Rt. 34     

Pastor Ian Griffith
(815) 539-7820

Sunday  Worship 9 a.m.
Sunday  School 10:15 a.m.

Accessible

COMMUNITY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

La Moille           
(815) 638-2348

Pastor David Jungnickel
E-mail: lamoillecumc@gmail.com 

  
SUNDAY WORSHIP 
SUNDAY SCHOOL   

Nursery available

TROY GROVETROY GROVE
FAITH BIBLE 
FELLOWSHIP
208 W. South St.,  

Troy Grove 
Pastor Brian Hamiel  

Website:  www.faithbiblefellowship.info
E-mail:  fbfchurch20817@gmail.com 

“At Faith Bible Fellowship, we exist 
to glorify God through the equipping 
of His saints, teaching of His Word 

and raising of His name.
We would love to have you join us 

to worship and learn about 
our risen Savior.”

SUNDAY SCHOOL - 9 a.m. 
SUNDAY SERVICE - 10 a.m.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT - 6:30 p.m. 

LA MOILLELA MOILLE

(c) 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.

BIBLE TRIVIA  by Wilson Casey

NOTE: Please contact your 
individual church regarding 
online services or for other 
church-related information.

If I Can
By William Arthur Ward

If I can write one verse of truth today
Or give my fellow man a song to sing;
If I can push one needless cloud away

And help men live as children 
of the King:

If I can lend someone a helping hand
Or warm a place where friendship 

needs to be;
If I can build a bridge where 

fences stand
And light a lamp that other men 

might see;
If I can open doors of hope this day

By letting someone know that 
others care;

If I can speak in words that seem
 to say:

I know the heavy burdens that 
you bear.

If I can guide a pilgrim on his way
Or pause to bid him stay for food 

and rest;
If I can do these, Father, this I pray:

“O let me do them with my very best.”

1. Is the book of Thyatira (KJV) in the 
Old or New Testament or neither?
2. Who was David’s oldest brother 
who picked on him for coming 
to the battle lines? Abner, Omri, 
Amasa, Eliab
3. After Sodom and Gomorrah were 
destroyed, who lived in a cave with 
his daughters? Job, Lot, Levi, Joel
4. In Luke 3, who told Roman 
soldiers to avoid taking money by 
force? John the Baptist, Paul, Mark, 
Matthew
5. What Canaanite city was burned 
down by the men of Dan? Tarsus, 
Antioch, Laish, Cana
6. In which book is the phrase, 
“Salt of the earth”? TITLE: None, 
Matthew, Mark, Jude
ANSWERS: 1) Neither, 2) Eliab, 3) 
Lot, 4) John the Baptist, 5) Laish, 6) 
Matthew 5:13
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IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 
THIRTEENTH 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
LASALLE COUNTY, 

OTTAWA, IL
PROBATE DIVISION

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF	
)
)  
MICHELE M. WATERS, 
DECEASED
)
NO. 2022-PR-166

CLAIM NOTICE 
Notice is given to cred-
itors of the death of 
Michele M. Waters, of 
LaSalle Illinois. Letters 
of Office were issued 
on September 15, 
2022, to  Zachary Wa-
ters, of Fairfield, CA, 
as INDEPENDENT AD-
MINISTRATOR, whose 
Attorneys of record are 
SCHWEICKERT LAW 
GROUP, LLC, 2101 
MARQUETTE ROAD, 
PERU, IL 61354.
Claims against the es-
tate may be e-filed in 
the Office of the Circuit 
Clerk, Probate Division, 
LaSalle County Court-
house, 119 W. Madison 
Street, Ottawa, IL, or 
with the Representative, 
or both, within 6 months 
from the date of the first 
publication of this No-
tice. If the claim notice 
is personally mailed or 
delivered to a creditor 
of the above estate, 
the claim must be filed 
in the above entitled 
cause within 3 months 
from the date of mailing 
or delivery, whichever 
is later. Any claims not 
filed within the above 
periods are barred. 
E-filing is now manda-
tory for documents in 
civil cases with limited 
exceptions. To e-file, 
you must first create an 
account with an e-filing 
service provider. Visit 
https://efile.illinoiscorts.
gov/service-providers.
htm to learn more and 
to select a service pro-
vider. If you need addi-
tional help or have trou-
ble e-filing, visit https://
www.illinoiscourts.gov/
FAQ/gethelp.asp. 
Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to 
the Representative and 
to the Attorney within 10 
days after it has been 
filed. 
The estate will be ad-
ministered without court 
supervision, unless 
under Section 5/28-4 
of the Probate Act (Ill. 
Compiled Stat. 1992, 
Ch. 758, par. 5/28-4) 
any interested person 
terminates independent 
administration at any 
time by mailing or deliv-
ering a petition to termi-
nate to the Circuit Clerk.  
Claims against the es-
tate may be filed with 
the Office of the Circuit 
Clerk, Probate Division, 
LaSalle County Circuit 
Clerk, 119 W. Madison 
Street, Ottawa, IL or 
with the representative, 
or both,  or, if mailing 
or delivery of a notice 
from the representative 
is required by Section 
5/18-3 of the Probate 
Act, the date stated in 
that notice.  Any claims 
not filed on or before 
6 months from the first 
publication of this notice 
are barred.
Dated: September 15, 
2022
Greg Vaccaro
LaSalle County Circuit 
Clerk
Ottawa, IL 61350
No. 0311
(March 15, 22 and 29, 
2023)

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 
THIRTEENTH 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
LASALLE COUNTY, 

OTTAWA, IL
PROBATE DIVISION

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF	
)
)  
ROBERT E. WATERS, 
DECEASED
)
NO. 2022-PR-167

CLAIM NOTICE 
Notice is given to credi-
tors of the death of Rob-
ert E. Waters, of LaSalle 
Illinois. Letters of Office 
were issued on Septem-
ber 13, 2022, to  Zach-
ary Waters, of Fairfield, 
CA, as INDEPENDENT 
A D M I N I S T R A T O R , 
whose Attorneys of re-
cord are SCHWEICK-
ERT LAW GROUP, LLC, 
2101 MARQUETTE 
ROAD, PERU, IL 61354.
Claims against the es-
tate may be e-filed in 
the Office of the Circuit 
Clerk, Probate Division, 
LaSalle County Court-
house, 119 W. Madison 
Street, Ottawa, IL, or 
with the Representative, 
or both, within 6 months 
from the date of the first 
publication of this No-
tice. If the claim notice 
is personally mailed or 
delivered to a creditor 
of the above estate, 
the claim must be filed 
in the above entitled 
cause within 3 months 
from the date of mailing 
or delivery, whichever 
is later. Any claims not 
filed within the above 
periods are barred. 
E-filing is now manda-
tory for documents in 
civil cases with limited 
exceptions. To e-file, 
you must first create an 
account with an e-filing 
service provider. Visit 
https://efile.illinoiscorts.
gov/service-providers.
htm to learn more and 
to select a service pro-
vider. If you need addi-
tional help or have trou-
ble e-filing, visit https://
www.illinoiscourts.gov/
FAQ/gethelp.asp. 
Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to 
the Representative and 
to the Attorney within 10 
days after it has been 
filed. 
The estate will be ad-
ministered without court 
supervision, unless 
under Section 5/28-4 
of the Probate Act (Ill. 
Compiled Stat. 1992, 
Ch. 758, par. 5/28-4) 
any interested person 
terminates independent 
administration at any 
time by mailing or deliv-
ering a petition to termi-
nate to the Circuit Clerk.  
Claims against the es-
tate may be filed with 
the Office of the Circuit 
Clerk, Probate Division, 
LaSalle County Circuit 
Clerk, 119 W. Madison 
Street, Ottawa, IL or 
with the representative, 
or both,  or, if mailing 
or delivery of a notice 
from the representative 
is required by Section 
5/18-3 of the Probate 
Act, the date stated in 
that notice.  Any claims 
not filed on or before 
6 months from the first 
publication of this notice 
are barred.
Dated:  September 13, 
2022
Greg Vaccaro
LaSalle County Circuit 
Clerk
Ottawa, IL 61350
No. 0312
(March 15, 22 and 29, 
2023)

PUBLIC NOTICE
ANNUAL

TOWN MEETING
NOTICE IS HEREBY 

GIVEN
To the legal voters, 
residents of the Town of 
Mendota in the County 
ofLaSalle and State of 
Illinois, that the Annual 
Town Meeting of said 
Town will take place on
TUESDAY, APRIL 11th, 
2023 being the second 
Tuesday of said month 
at the hour of 6:00 p.m. 
at The Mendota City 
Council Chambers at 
607 8th Ave., Mendota 
for the transaction of the 
miscellaneous business 
of the said town; and 
after a Moderator 
having been elected, 
will proceed to hear 
and consider reports 
of officers, and decide 
on such measures as 
may, in pursuance of 
law, come before the 
meeting; and especially 
to consider and decide 
the following: Propsal 
to move cemetery to 
township control.

Dated April 14th, 2023
Linda Corrigan (Town 
Clerk)
Legal No. 0313 (3/29 
2023)

NOTICE FOR 
PUBLICATION 

NO: 2023-JA-11 
TO: Ronald Carter Sr., 
Unknown Fathers, other 
interested parties, and 
to All Whom It May Con-
cern: 
Take notice that on the 
10th day of March, 2023 
a petition was 
filed under the Juvenile 
Court Act of 1987 by 
Vicki L. Denny, in 
the Circuit Court of La-
Salle County entitled ‘In 
the interest of 
Raelynn Carter, a mi-
nor’, and that in the 
Criminal Justice Center 
Courtroom 210 at Otta-
wa on the 19th day of 
April, 2023, at the hour 
of 8:30 a.m., or as soon 
thereafter as this cause 
may be heard, an 
Adjudicatory Hearing 
will be held upon the 
petition to have the 
child declared a ward of 
the court under that Act. 
The Court has 
authority in this pro-
ceeding to take from 
you the custody and 
guardianship of the mi-
nor, to terminate your 
parental rights and to 
appoint a guardian with 
power to consent to 
adoption. You may lose 
all parental rights to 
your child. If the petition 
requests the 
termination of your pa-
rental rights and the ap-
pointment of a 
guardian with power to 
consent to adoption, 
you may lose all paren-
tal 
rights to the child. 
You are entitled to have 
an attorney represent 
you at all stages of these 
proceedings. If you are 
financially unable to af-
ford a private attorney, 
the court will appoint an 
attorney for you. 
Unless you appear you 
will not be entitled to 
further written notices 
or publication notices of 
the proceedings in this 
case, including the filing 
of an amended petition 
or a motion to terminate 
parental rights. 
Now, unless you appear 
at the hearing and show 
cause against 
the petition, the alle-
gations of the petition 
may stand admitted 
as against you and an 
order or judgment en-
tered.
Dated March 21, 2023
Greg Vacarro, Clerk
No. 0317
(March 29, 2023)

NOTICE FOR 
PUBLICATION 

NO: 2023-JA-12
TO: Ronald Carter Sr., 
Unknown Fathers,  oth-
er interested parties, 
and to All Whom It May 
Concern: 
Take notice that on the 
10th day of March, 2023 
a petition was 
filed under the Juvenile 
Court Act of 1987 by 
Vicki L. Denny, in 
the Circuit Court of La-
Salle County entitled ‘In 
the interest of 
Ronald Carter, a minor’, 
and that in the Criminal 
Justice Center 
Courtroom 210 at Otta-
wa on the 19th day of 
April, 2023, at the hour 
of 8:30 a.m., or as soon 
thereafter as this cause 
may be heard, an Adju-
dicatory Hearing will be 
held upon the petition to 
have the 
child declared a ward of 
the court under that Act. 
The Court has 
authority in this pro-
ceeding to take from 
you the custody and 
guardianship of the mi-
nor, to terminate your 
parental rights and to 
appoint a guardian with 
power to consent to 
adoption. You may lose 
all parental rights to 
your child. If the petition 
requests the 
termination of your pa-
rental rights and the ap-
pointment of a 
guardian with power to 
consent to adoption, 

you may lose all paren-
tal 
rights to the child. 
You are entitled to have 
an attorney represent 
you at all stages of these 
proceedings. If you are 
financially unable to af-
ford a private attorney, 
the court will appoint an 
attorney for you. 
Unless you appear you 
will not be entitled to 
further written notices 
or publication notices of 
the proceedings in this 
case, including the filing 
of an amended petition 
or a motion to terminate 
parental rights. 
Now, unless you appear 
at the hearing and show 
cause against 
the petition, the alle-
gations of the petition 
may stand admitted 
as against you and an 
order or judgment en-
tered.
Dated March 21, 2023
Greg Vacarro, Clerk
No. 0318
(March 29, 2023)

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 
THIRTEENTH 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
LASALLE COUNTY, 

OTTAWA, IL
PROBATE DIVISION

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF
)
)  
BETTY J. STOCKDELL, 
DECEASED.
NO. 2023-PR-000062
)

CLAIM NOTICE 
Notice is given to credi-
tors of the death of Bet-
ty J. Stockdell, of Peru, 
Illinois. Letters of Office 
were issued on March 
23, 2023, to Eleanor 
Wozniak, of Peru, IL, as 
INDEPENDENT EXEC-
UTOR, whose Attorneys 
of record are SCHWE-
ICKERT GANASSIN 
KRZAK RUNDIO, LLP, 
2101 MARQUETTE 
ROAD, PERU, IL 61354.
Claims against the es-
tate may be e-filed in 
the Office of the Circuit 
Clerk, Probate Division, 
LaSalle County Court-
house, 119 W. Madison 
Street, Ottawa, Illinois 
61350, or with the Rep-
resentative, or both, 
within 6 months from the 
date of the first publica-
tion of this Notice. If the 
claim notice is personal-
ly mailed or delivered to 
a creditor of the above 
estate, the claim must 

be filed in the above 
entitled cause within 3 
months from the date 
of mailing or delivery, 
whichever is later. Any 
claims not filed within 
the above periods are 
barred. 
E-filing is now manda-
tory for documents in 
civil cases with limited 
exceptions. To e-file, 
you must first create an 
account with an e-filing 
service provider. Visit 
https://efile.illinoiscorts.
gov/service-providers.
htm to learn more and 
to select a service pro-
vider. If you need addi-
tional help or have trou-
ble e-filing, visit https://
www.illinoiscourts.gov/
FAQ/gethelp.asp. 
Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to 
the Representative and 
to the Attorney within 10 
days after it has been 
filed. 
The estate will be ad-
ministered without court 
supervision, unless 
under Section 5/28-4 
of the Probate Act (Ill. 
Compiled Stat. 1992, 
Ch. 758, par. 5/28-4) 
any interested person 
terminates independent 
administration at any 
time by mailing or deliv-
ering a petition to termi-
nate to the Circuit Clerk.  
Dated:  March 23, 2023
Greg Vaccaro
LaSalle County Circuit 
Clerk
Ottawa, IL 61350
No. 0319
(March 29, April 5 and 
12, 2023)

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 

advance.”

113 113 
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119 119 
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

FURMAN’S Lawn 
Care and Tree Work. 
Mowing, bushes, spring 
clean up, weeding 
and much more. Call 
Jeremy Furman 815-
761-9619. Please leave 
a message will return 
call ASAP. Fully insured, 
in business since 1999. 
Servicing Rochelle and 
surrounding areas.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, unless 
licensed or holding a 
permit as a childcare 
facility, may cause 
to be published any 
advertisement soliciting 
a child care service. A 
childcare facility that is 
licensed or operating 
under a permit issued by 
the Illinois Department 
of Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 

203 203 
HELP WANTED	HELP WANTED	

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

before placing a child in 
its care.

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.com

ANTIQUES WANTED: I 
pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, I’m 
interested in looking! Call 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 815-
562-4171 (8AM-NOON 
ONLY) Rochelle News 
Leader.  

405 405 
  HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination based 

on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation or 
discrimination. We will 
not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of 
the law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT: 
MENDOTA 

1 & 2 Bedrooms, 
Appliances, A/C. 
779-201-0532
815-498-2262.

MENDOTA - 2 bedroom  
apartments available now.  

Rent is based on 30% of adjusted 
gross income and includes water,  

sewer & garbage pickup.  
On site laundry, major appliances, 

off street parking.  
Please call 1-800-686-5576.  

 This institution is an
 Equal Opportunity Provider. 
Equal Housing Opportunity.

For Rent
Upstairs 1 Bedroom, 

Kitchen & Bath
Refrigerator & Oven 

included
NO PETS!

400 9th Street
Call  

815-866-2235
03202023

Mendota
MULTIPLE 

Garages for Rent
815-539-3747

Mendota Swimming 
Pool is now accepting 

applications for the 
2023 season.

Applications may be 
picked up at the 

Mendota City Clerk’s 
office, 

800 Washington Street, 
OR the 

Mendota Civic Center, 
1901 Tom Merwin Drive 
and must be returned by 
Friday, March 31, 2023.

03202023

501 501 
APARTMENT FOR RENTAPARTMENT FOR RENT

501 501 
APARTMENT FOR APARTMENT FOR 
RENTRENT

Ally Financing and 
GMF Financing or Leasing

* Plus Tax, title and license. Rebates applied. 
Subject to credit approval.

HIGHWAY 52 
SUBLETTE, IL 

www.vaessenbrothers.com

(815) 849-5232
1-800-227-5203

QUALITY USED CARS, TRUCKS, SUV’S & VANS

2021 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab, Long Box, 
LT, 4x4, 99K Miles, Red.................$37,900
2019 Chevy Suburban 4x4 LTZ, Loaded, 
112K Miles, Brown........................$41,900
2019 Chevrolet K-1500 Crew, LT 4x4, 85K 
Miles, White...................................$31,900
2019 Chevy 1500 Dbl Cab RST, 4WD, 
Z71, Gray.......................................$28,900

2018 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 4x4 LT, 99K 
Miles, Silver....................................$28,900
2018 Chevy 1500 Double Cab LT 4x4, 
38K Miles, Gray.............................$26,900
2015 Chevy 1500 Double Cab LT 4x4 LTZ 
Z71, 92K Miles, Blue.....................$23,900
2012 Ram 1500 Reg Cab Sport Hemi, 
4WD, Black....................................$14,900

2021 Chevrolet K-1500, Crew LTZ, 4x4 Z71, 
31K Miles, Silver..................................$49,900
2021 Chevrolet K-1500, Crew LT 4x4 Z71, 
Leather, 39K Miles, Maroon...............$42,900
2020 Chevy Tahoe LTZ 4x4, 53K Miles,  
Black.......................................................$49,900

2020 Chevy 1500 Double Cab LT 4x4, 60K 
Miles, Silver.............................................$34,900
2018 Chevy K-1500 Crew, 4x4 High Country, 
Loaded, 74K Miles, Black...................$39,900

2021 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab Z71 4x4 LTZ, GM Certified, 1-Owner, Local Trade, Leather 
Interior, Heated/Cooled Seats, Bedliner, Running Boards and More! Silver with 31K Miles

2021 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab Z71 4x4 LTZ

$49,900
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BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORYBUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

SENIOR LIVING

Senior Living Redefined
1700 Burlington St.

Mendota, IL

815-538-5300

CARPENTRY

• New Homes
• Remodeling
• Kitchens
• Baths
• Additions
• Garages
• Drywall
• Ceramic Tile

(815) 539-7867 Dial “KEY-STOP”
License #104005528

REAL ESTATE

LLC

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI
Managing Broker

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI

Designated Managing Broker

MOVERS

Meyers will 
move for you!
Quick, clean, courteous 

and careful...
Give us a call to move your 

household!

HWY 251 S. • MENDOTA 
 815-539-6263

INSURANCE COMPANY

Mendota’s ONLY insurance company! 
www.MendotaMutual.com

POST FRAME BUILDINGS

N L Morton Buildings, Ltd.
Mendota, IL 61342

Jim Stremlau
Commercial- Ag- Residential
New Construction & Repair

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

1300 13th Ave. • Mendota, IL 61342
(815) 539-5656 • www.eurekasavings.com

For all your home
loan needs, see

Anna Arteaga
NMLS #461075

INSURANCE

Mendota • Earlville
815-539-5651

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

Chris Holdenrid
Sr. Vice President, 
Mortgage Lending

NMLS#461073

Cory Biers
Sr. Vice President

NMLS#477892

706 Washington St. and 1403 13th Ave., Mendota 
815.539.3834

firststatebank.biz

LEAKPROOF ROOFING

GUARANTEED LEAKPROOF ROOFING

Industrial • Commercial • Residential
For low pitched flat roofs
Featuring Duro-Last®

705 Illinois Ave. • 815-539-5142
License #104005528

www.northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com

GROCERY STORE

Open 6am-10pm • 7 days a week

AUTO REPAIR

COMPLETE 
AUTO REPAIR 

SPECIALIZING IN: 
Auto Transmission & 
Computer Diagnostics

307 Plaza Dr. • 815-538-2412

PLUMBING • HEATING • COOLING • ELECTRIC

IL Lic. #055-041123

PLUMBING HEATING COOLING ELECTRIC
INDOOR AIR QUALITY WATER CONDITIONING

DUCT CLEANING + SEALING
24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICES

TRIPLESERVICEINC.COM 815-539-3828
SM-LA1817740

Gabe and Michelle Wade
3rd Generation owners

AUTO SALES

JP
Carole Eich
Sales & Leasing Consultant

JP Chevrolet
Nissan - Mercedes-Benz

3675 Frontage Rd.
Peru, IL 61354

815-223-7000 • Fax: 815-224-4288 • www.jpchevy.com

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR

205 W. Main St. | Sublette, IL | 815-849-5225
mainstreetrepair16@yahoo.com

SALES & SERVICE | SNOWBLOWER REPAIR

815-884-9040
Earlville, Illinois

Authorized Generac 
Dealer and Services

ELECTRIC

• Agricultural
• Commercial
• Residential

Greg Mathesius

FUNERAL HOME

2112 W. Main St.
Mendota

815-539-8500

TRANSPORTATION

1901 Tom Merwin Drive, Mendota, IL
815-539-7700 • mendotaseniors1978@yahoo.com

Mendota 
Area Senior 

Services
Programs & Services:

• Transportation Services
• Caregiver Support & Services
• Options Counseling
• Lending Closet
• Senior Health Insurance 

Program

• Educational Opportunities 
(Computer Lab & Resource 
Center)

• Advocacy
• Information & Assistance
• Congregate Meal Site
• Senior Center

TREE SERVICE

MUFFLERS & BRAKES

INSURANCE

Heiting Insurance Agency
1409 E. Main • Mendota • (815)539-9265

 Still shopping your auto insurance to 
lower your premium? 1st Auto provides 
you with the security & expertise to 
provide you a competitive price for your 
personal & farm vehicles.
You’re 1st Rate  
So You Rate 1st!
Find out today how much you 
can save on your Personal 
Auto Insurance.

HOME SERVICES

Quality First Inspections, LLC
QFINOW.COM

Mark F StelmackMark F Stelmack
Owner/Licensed Home Inspector

Mark.Stelmack@qfinow.com

Facebook - Quality First Inspections
Instagram - Quality First InspectionsPhonePhone

815-503-1696815-503-1696

MOVING

815-993-8673815-993-8673
Junk Removal

Estate Cleanouts
Furniture & Appliance Removal

Garage & Basement Cleanout
Light Demolition

& More

HighsmithHaulAway.com

FREE ESTIMATES!

MENTION THIS AD AND GET 10% OFF!

HEATING/COOLING • PLUMBING

Advertise Your 
Business Here!

Call For Info:
(815)539-9396

ROOFING

Local Remodeling & Home 
Repair

Call us for a free estimate for all your  
general contracting needs 

815-780-0259 | Craftworkscustomhomes@yahoo.com

Craftworks 
Custom Homes

• Roofing
• Siding

• Decks
• Additions

Dan Truckenbrod

FARM SERVICES/PLOWING

Call or E-mail Matt for Prices 
815-739-1994 or  

m.schoenholz81@gmail.com

Custom Hay Baling, 
Mowing, Raking

Hay, Straw,  
Snow Plowing
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REAL ESTATE SHOWCASE
FEATURED

NEW LISTING  - GREAT 
BUILDING with good parking 
& space! Easy access with 

overhead door. Duralast  roof 
with 30 yr. warranty. 

   Close to Rte. 251 and not far 

Call one 
of our 

Realtors 
for all your 
Real Estate 
questions!

Joe McConville
 Designated Managing Broker

612 S. Main St., Mendota, IL

815-539-5673
E-mail: office@mcconvillerealty.com 

mcconvillerealtymendota@gmail.com
Website: www.mcconvillerealty.com

Call one of our Agents to set up your private showing.
Joe McConville, Designated Managing Broker 815-910-5673 

Marty McConville, Broker 815-200-2233
Richard McConville, Broker 815-539-5673

Sharon Kimrey, Broker 815-343-3600 
Melody Nanzer, Broker 815-228-2842

Rebecca McPheeters, 
Designated Managing Broker.

607 Sixth St.
Mendota

(815) 539-6635
www.tcrealtysales.net

Evening  Phone Numbers
Becky McPheeters, Designated 
Managing Broker 708-220-3338

Rita Lilja 815-712-7346 
Jami Bauer 815-993-7751

Lori Munson 815-228-4852

“Come Settle With Us”

1316 Lakewood Plaza • Rte. 251 N. • Mendota

Gloria Cogdal,   
Designated Managing Broker

Sally Corrigan, Broker 
815-830-8101

Helping people find homes since 1983. 

815-539-3811

Town & Country Realty
607 Sixth St. • Mendota

815-539-6635

****MOTIVATED SELLER****
AFFORDABLE 2 BEDROOM HOME located on a quiet street, close to everything 
you might need. Amazing private yard. The Neighbor’s new fence adds beautiful 
privacy for the backyard. Newer gravel driveway large enough for multiple cars. 
TWO porches to enjoy the sunshine on those beautiful days. Separate dining 

room, nice sized living room. Galley style kitchen. High efficiency boiler, approx. 
20 years old. Newer flooring in the dining room, kitchen and the bathroom. Water 
heater new in 2020. Roof decking and shingles are new in 2020. Air conditioner 

stays. Selling “AS-IS” SHED NOT INCLUDED

Start Spring in a New Home!
When it’s time to make a fresh start, call 

Gloria and Sally for expert assistance 
buying or selling your home.

FREE MARKET ANALYSIS
WE CAN LET YOU KNOW THE MARKET VALUE OF YOUR HOME.

JOE MCCONVILLE 
815-910-5673

SHARON KIMREY 
815-343-3600

MARTY MCCONVILLE 
815-200-2233

MELODY NANZER 
815-228-2842

909 Greenridge Ave., Earlville
 $135,000

NEW LISTING. MLS#  11742763    
Loads of opportunity here!  Currently 
used as a sewing center/consignment 
shop ( consigners would stay) Very 
spacious with 2 half baths and a 
kitchen. Call McConville Realty for all 
the amenities.

609 13th Ave., Mendota
 $169,000

Beautiful Old Charm and Craftsmanship. First 
floor consists of eat in kitchen, dining room, 
living room, den, family room, 1/2 bath and 
laundry. Open stairway to upstairs you’ll find 
3 bedrooms with a tandem 12x13 room. Some 
built ins, hardwood floors with some parquet. 
Shaded wrap around porch with wicker 
furniture. Deck on back of home.  Detached 
garage with a man cave above. Must see the 
mancave to appreciate. Asphalt alley access. 
Fenced yard. Call McConville Realty for all the 
amenities and a showing.

COME TAKE A LOOK at 
these two buildings being sold 
together, great for investors. 

The total square footage 
for both buildings is 4540. 

Shared staircase with building 
to the west. Apartment is 2 
bedroom,1 bathroom and is 
tenant occupied must have 
24hr notice. Newer furnace, 

A/C 5yrs old, rubber roof. The 
tax ID # for 708 Jefferson St. is 

0133128013.

Build your dream home on this 
beautiful 2.77 Acre double 
Lot. Close to the Mendota 

Golf Course, Mendota School 
District. Lots may be sold 

separately.

PRICE REDUCED!
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