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BLOOMINGTON – An 
Illinois Soybean Association 
(ISA) member and soybean 
farmer from Mendota re-
cently participated in the 
American Soybean Associ-
ation (ASA) Young Leader 
Program at Commodity 
Classic in Orlando, Fla.

“When it comes to pro-
fessional development ex-
periences, this program 
raises the bar through the 
leadership, communications 
and issues-based training 
they provide to participants,” 
said Sarah Tweet Landers, 
the 2023 Illinois ASA Young 
Leader Representative. “It 
was a transformational expe-
rience where we built a strong 
peer network and learned 
from each other while gen-
erating successful ideas to 
bring home to our businesses 
and communities.”  

Tweet Landers farms with 
her father, Sherman Tweet 
and her husband, Jeff, rais-
ing soybeans, corn and beef 

By BRANDON LaCHANCE
Staff writer

SUBLETTE – Santa 
Claus already brought his 
toys for the holiday season.

Now it’s time for the 41st 
Annual Sublette Farm Toy & 
Antique Tractor Show to get 
ready to present its toys on 
March 18 & 19, 2023, from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. each day.

The show, which is $3 
admission and free to 6 
and under, will feature toy 
vendors with all varieties 
of farm toys and tractors, 
cars, semi-trucks, and arts 
and crafts.

Each year the Sublette 
Antique Tractor & Toy Show 
features a specific tractor. 
This year’s special guest is 
the J.I. Case Tractor.

“Quite a few years ago, we 
started featuring a different 
kind of tractor at each annual 
toy show,” said the Sub-
lette show’s secretary, John 
Stenzel. “This year we’re 
featuring the J.I. Case tractor. 
It has a symbol of a globe and 
an eagle (introduced in 1865 
based off of Old Abe, a Wis-
consin Civil War Regiment’s 
mascot). I read about the J.I. 
Case a while ago, but if I 
remember right, the tractor 
started in Wisconsin.”

Founded by Jerome In-
crease Case, the Case Cor-
poration (originally the J.I. 
Case Threshing Machine 
Company and also called 
the J.I. Case Company) 
manufactured agricultural 
machinery and construction 
equipment from 1842 until it 
closed in November of 1999.

At one point, Case was 
one of the top options for 

Sublette’s population about to skyrocket
for Farm Toy & Antique Tractor Show 
q J.I. Case is the featured tractor at this year’s event set March 18-19

Many of Sublette’s buildings will be filled with toys as people from all over the Midwest 
converge on the village for this year’s Farm Toy & Antique Tractor Show.

steam engines, portable en-
gines, traction engines, and 
steam tractors. 

In 1957, Case bought 
out the American Tractor 
Corporation and produced a 
hybrid tractor called the 320 
Construction King, which 
became synonymous with 
the title backhoe loaders. 

Case continued its success 
in tractors through the 1960s, 
1970s, 1980s, and the 1990s.

The J.I. Case Tractor is the 
feature item, but there will be 
many toys to look at, check 
out, or purchase as vendors 
come from Illinois, Wiscon-
sin, Indiana, and Iowa. 

“The show we had in 

March of this 2022 was the 
first normal toy show we had 
had in a few years because 
COVID-19 stopped the 2020 
show completely and we had 
a drive through show with 
antique tractors in 2021,” 
said Stenzel, who is in his 
second year as the secretary. 
“Last year’s attendance was 
pretty close to normal. This 
year we should be back to 
the numbers we were at 
previously.”

Normally, the Sublette 
Antique Tractor & Toy Show 
has approximately 5,000 
visitors.

Stenzel and the toy show 
board consisting of presi-

dent Maurice Zimmerlein, 
treasurer Anthony Morgan, 
Mark Henkel, Jeremy Zapf, 
and Evan Bickett have made 
adaptions through COVID 
and other issues to make sure 
the show lives on because 
they don’t want it to die.

“Last year, we gave three, 
$500 scholarships to high 
school students,” Stenzel 
said. “We made a donation 
to the Sublette Park Board 
and the Sublette Community 
Building.”

The 41st Annual Sublette 
Farm Toy & Antique Tractor 
Show has a website, Sub-
letteweb.com, for all other 
information.

Mendota farmer hones knowledge at ASA Young Leader Program
“It was a transformational experience where we built a 
strong peer network and learned from each other while 
generating successful ideas to bring home to our busi-
nesses and communities.” 

–Sarah Tweet Landers 

Sarah Tweet Landers of Mendota recently participated in 
the American Soybean Association (ASA) Young Leader 
Program at Commodity Classic in Orlando, Fla.

cattle. Jeff and Sarah also 
have two children, Adelynn 
and Kaedyn.

“Farming with both my 
father and my husband’s 
family, where different farm-
ing practices are in place to 
accomplish the respective 
goals of each operation, I am 
constantly learning through 
research and technology as 
well as trial and error,” said 
Tweet Landers.

She added that their fami-
ly farms continue to grow and 
prosper through teamwork 
and continuing education.  

“My husband teaches 
agronomy and crop science 
technology at Joliet Junior 
College and brings home 

agronomic insights in pest 
management, yield data, 
soil management and more,” 
Tweet Landers said. “We can 
incorporate cost-saving in-
sights into our decision-mak-
ing regarding ordering seed 
and inputs for both opera-
tions while improving soil 
health and boosting yield. 
These insights have allowed 
us to purchase land and im-
prove our farming practices.” 

As a veteran agriculture 
educator and FFA Advisor 
of 14 years, Tweet Landers is 
passionate about future gen-
erations of agriculturists and 
the power of local leadership.

“We involve our two chil-
dren in every aspect of our 

family farming operations so 
they can learn the ropes while 
taking pride and ownership in 
what we do,” Tweet Landers 
said. “The future of agriculture 
looks bright despite supply 
issues, high input costs and 
market fluctuations.” 

In addition to farming 
full time, Tweet Landers 
works for the University of 
Illinois as an adjunct instruc-
tor supervising agriculture 
education student teachers, 
and she owns Tweet Floral 
Design, providing floral 
arrangements for weddings 
and special events.  

By JERRY NOWICKI 
Capitol News Illinois

SPRINGFIELD – With two months to go before the 
adjournment of Illinois’ spring legislative session, Gov. 
JB Pritzker’s state budgeting task may have gotten easier.

The Commission on Government Forecasting 
Accountability increased its revenue estimate for the 
current fiscal year by $575 million – yet another positive 
development in a month’s-long streak of revenue growth. 

The commission is a bipartisan, 
bicameral group of lawmakers and 
is staffed by nonpartisan economic 
analysts. 

“You can see in every single month 
so far this fiscal year we’ve actually 
had a gain where we’ve generated 
more revenue in this fiscal year com-
pared to the same time a year ago,” 
Eric Noggle, senior revenue analyst 
for COGFA, said at the commission’s March 7 meeting. 

All told, COGFA anticipates revenues for the fiscal 
year that ends June 30 to exceed original estimates by 
$5.5 billion, rising to a record $51.9 billion. 

Much of that surplus has already been appropriated. 
Lawmakers allocated at least $3.6 billion supplemental 
spending package in its January lame duck session, and 
Pritzker proposed spending another $490 million by the 
end of the fiscal year when presenting his proposal for 
next year’s budget last month. 

COGFA’s new estimate for the current fiscal year is 
$545 million beyond the amount assumed by the Gov-
ernor’s Office of Management and Budget in Pritzker’s 
budget proposal. 

COGFA is also projecting stronger revenues in the 
upcoming Fiscal Year 2024 than the most recent esti-
mate from GOMB. The $50.4 billion COGFA estimate 
marks an increase of $465 million beyond the revenues 
the governor proposed. 

Noggle noted that COGFA’s estimate was higher than 
GOMB’s because the commission had an extra half of 
January and all of February to factor into its projections. 
Because base revenue growth remained strong over that 
span, the commission was able to increase the estimate. 
That drove up the current year base revenues, which in 
turn drove up estimates for next fiscal year. 

State revenue projections 
increase again in the 
fiscal year’s final stretch

Gov. Pritzker

q Estimated increase is $575 million



Wednesday, March 15, 2023A2 • The Mendota Reporter

LOCAL AND AREA
Blackstone School Report
Stacy Kelly, Principal

*All participants who attend an estimated 60-90-minute in-home product consultation will receive a $50 Visa 
gift card. Retail value is $50. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company 
procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. 
If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation 
together. Participants must have a photo ID and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons 
are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family 
members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current 
and former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company 
may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant 
via first class United States Mail within 10 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with 
any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored and is subject to change without notice prior 
to reservation. Offer not available in the states of CA, IN, PA and MI. Expires 3/31/23. Receive a $50 Visa Gift 
Card with your free in-home estimate

Receive a $50 Visa Gift Card
with your free in-home estimate

• Guaranteed no to clog for as long as you own your home, or we will clean your gutters for free.

20% off total purchase*  
Does not include cost of material. Offer expires 03/31/2023

Call now for your free estimate!  
Financing available 815-673-7216

Say goodbye to 
gutter cleaning for good
No clogging, No cleaning
No leaking, No water damage
No ladder accidents

LeafGuard has been awarded 
the Good Housekeeping  

Seal of Approval  
for 16 straight years.

When you need health care that’s easy, 
you need OSF OnCall Urgent Care.
Walk-in for care at:
2911 Columbus St., Ottawa

Tackling never-ending laundry … 
NOT EASY! 
You know what is easy? OSF OnCall Urgent Care. 

• A� ordable, quick, convenient care 
• Treatment for minor illnesses and injuries
• Walk in 8 a.m.-8 p.m. every day for in-person care
• Open holidays
• Walk out with prescriptions as part of your treatment

And with virtual visits available 24/7/365, we’re always open! 

12:0765° 85%

NOT EASY EASY

Scan the QR code or go to osfoncall.org/urgentcare 
to make a reservation or to start a virtual visit.

This trimester, our students have been trying to earn 
Paw Pride certificates for good behavior to get a game 
and snack time with me. I’m proud to announce that the 
following classes have met their goal. Congratulations 
to the students in Mrs. Wixom, Mrs. Nurnberg, Mrs. 
Lamps, Mrs. Higdon, Mrs. Quintana and Miss Wil-
helm’s classes for reaching their goal before the end of 
the trimester. With these classes reaching their reward, 
this means that all classrooms have achieved their goal!

qqq
The end of the second trimester was on March 

10. Teachers are currently working on report cards and 
they will go home with students on Monday, March 20.

qqq
The students nominated for the principal award this 

past week included Lainey Ramer, Cameron Brown, 
Kaitlyn Castaneda, Harlie Madonna, Isabella Orozco, 
Liam Olsen, Valeria Gomez, Amy Lopez and Katlaina 
Hernandez. The winners were Julian Hernandez, Lincoln 
Garcia, Eliana Garrett and Penelope Gromiuk. Congrat-
ulations to all of you!

qqq
Don’t forget there is an early dismissal on Wednesday, 

March 15. Kindergarten will dismiss at 11:25 and first 
grade at 11:35 for a teacher’s in-service. No lunches 
will be served on this day.

qqq
Spring pictures with Inter-State Studios are scheduled 

for March 28. Order information will be coming home 
soon with all students.

By BRANDON LaCHANCE
Staff writer

MENDOTA – When you 
look into the ice cream cooler 
at La Esquinita De Oro Ice 
Cream Shop, you’ll see a 
flavor called “Ugly Ducky.”

The name partly came 
from the blue turning black 
and the ice cream not look-
ing as colorful as predicted. 
The other part came from 
the customer the ice cream 
was made for as the Lactose 
Intolerant patron wanted ice 
cream but couldn’t enjoy 
any of the available options 
because they’re made with 
milk.

Once he saw it and loved 
the taste, he called bestowed 
the name everyone sees in 
the cooler.

This is just one example 
of Salvador and Leticia 
Hermosillo putting in the 
work for what they want to 
do, make people happy with 
ice cream. 

“We started thinking 
about an ice cream shop 
four years ago. We wanted 
to make something, have 
our own business, and stop 
working for someone else,” 
Leticia Hermosillo said. “My 
family and his family, ev-
eryone has always had their 
own business and worked for 
themselves. 

“We thought ice cream 
would be a good idea. I didn’t 
know how to make ice cream, 
but you can learn. You can 
always learn how to make 
something. If it doesn’t work, 
we can do something else.”

The new ice cream shop 
located at 1206 Sixth Ave. in 
Mendota was designed, built, 
and created with much more 
than the intent to provide 
sweet treats.

La Esquinita De Oro will 
be open year-round. Instead 
of having to wait for the 
summer months to enjoy 
ice cream, customers will be 

Any day is a good day for ice cream

Salvador and Leticia Hermosillo have opened an ice cream shop at 1206 Sixth Ave., 
Mendota. (Reporter photo by Brandon LaChance)

q The La Esquinita De Oro Ice Cream Shop is open for business in Mendota

able to have a cold treat any 
month they wish.

The Hermosillos under-
stand there are different 
health factors in terms of 
sugar quantities and others, 
so they are making sure to 
add ice cream any and all 
consumers can consume.

And the biggest, most 
important factor behind the 
shop is it’s about family.

“We needed to be together 
again. I don’t want to work 
and not be with the kids 
after school anymore,” said 
Leticia of the Hermosillo’s 
six children. “When I started 
to think of a business idea, I 
first thought about our family 
being together and running a 
family business. 

“When you work out of 
the house, you have to leave 
your kids for so many hours. 
I didn’t want to do that any-
more. Sometimes the kids 
don’t want to work. Some-
times the kids do want to 
work. But, we’re together.”

Salvador Hermosillo is 

from Mendota but moved to 
Chicago when he was eight.

While he was in the city, 
he met Leticia, and the couple 
decided to move to Mendota 
to be close to his family, 
which still lives in the town.

He might say, “I’m just 
a dishwasher,” but he is 
involved in all decisions 
and the manual labor as 
Salvador and Leticia work 
hand in hand.

“She started watching 
videos on YouTube and 
decided, ‘Hey, let’s try it 
out. We didn’t know any-
thing about ice cream, but 
we watched more and more 
videos, and here we are,” Sal-
vador Hermosillo said. “In 
Mendota, there isn’t much 
here for kids. We decided to 
offer something sweet. We’re 
in a great location and great 
parking.

“We’re figuring out ice 
cream, but we still have a 
long way to go.” 

There are more plans in 
the works.

Since they want to keep 
it open year-round, the 
Hermosillos are thinking 
about adding coffee, hot 
chocolate, crepes, mini 
pancakes, and waffles to 
the menu.

Structurally, there are 
blueprints in the works for a 
deck and a car port to allow 
room for outside tables. 

As the ideas boil and 
plans are put into action, 
Salvador and Leticia have 
had help from friends, 
family, and members of 
the community. Without 
someone always there to 
put together shelves, build 
something, pick out paint 
colors for the walls, or to 
wire the lights, they may not 
be as far along as they are.

Although work is in-
volved, the Hermosillo 
family is together and with 
their friends.

Plus, there is always a 
minute or two for a break to 
try out the latest ice cream 
creation.

By Mike Weitl
PERU – April is Finan-

cial Literacy Month.  Social 
Security is a vital part of 
any financial plan. Our 
online tools can help you 
understand your potential 
Social Security benefits 
and how they fit into your 
financial future.  

You should periodically 
review your Social Security 
Statement using your per-
sonal my Social Security 
account at www.ssa.gov/
myaccount. Your Statement 
is an easy-to-read summary 
of the estimated benefits 
you and your family could 
receive, including potential 
retirement, disability, and 
survivors’ benefits.  

Our Plan for Retirement 
tool in your personal my So-
cial Security account allows 
you to check various benefit 
estimate scenarios. You can 
compare how different fu-
ture earnings and retirement 
benefit start-dates might 
affect your future benefit 
amount.

Please tell your friends 
and family about the steps 
they can take to improve 
their financial knowledge 
by exploring their per-
sonal my Social Security 
account. If they don’t have 
an account, they can easily 
create one at www.ssa.gov/
myaccount.

(Weitl is the Social Securi-
ty District Manager in Peru.)

Plan for your future during 
Financial Literacy Month
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Get your hometown news
When you want it...

Where you want it...

• Identical in format to
paper edition–
Flip each page with a
single click!

• Searchable,
portable, convenient

• News when you
want it– eEdition is
available sooner than
home delivery!

• Back issues available

E-mail jgriffith@mendotareporter.com or call 815-539-9396 for your 
password today. You can also register online by visiting our website.

P.O. Box 300, 703 Illinois Ave., Mendota, IL 61342 • www.mendotareporter.com

Now FREE to 
all current 

subscribers!

LaMOILLE – Community United Meth-
odist Church in LaMoille will hold its annual 
Drive-Thru Turkey Supper on Thursday, 
March 23 from 4:30-6:30 p.m. The church 
is located at 73 N. Main St.

The menu includes turkey, mashed po-

tatoes, gravy, green beans, two salads and 
choice of pie.

The cost is $12 per person. There will 
be no pre-supper ticket sales and no call-in 
orders taken. Just drive up and someone will 
bring the food out to you.

Community United Methodist Church in LaMoille will hold its annual turkey supper 
on March 23. Busily preparing for the supper, front row, left to right, are Candi Kingry, 
Trudy McCarty, Julie Deihl, Jeanne Rapp and Florence Buettner. Back row, Aleta Faber, 
Ginny Shaw, Melissa Fetzer, Rebecca Ultch and Donna Jungnickel. (Photo contributed)

LaMoille church plans turkey supper March 23

PRINCETON — The Illi-
nois Valley Youth Symphony 
Orchestra is hosting its first 
ever spring fundraiser, Fam-
ily Game Night. 

The event will be held at 
6 p.m. Saturday, March 18 
at Downtown Bar and Event 
Center in Princeton.

The Family Game Night 
will feature multiple kinds of 
games set up for whole-fam-
ily play including family 
trivia, board games, and a 
community game of musical 
chairs.

The Illinois Valley Youth 
Symphony Orchestra was 
founded in 1987 to bring 
orchestral music education 
to the Illinois Valley commu-
nity. Over the last 36 years, 
the IVYSO has continued to 
provide low-cost access to 
students in the area. 

Post-pandemic, students 
participate in weekly re-
hearsals across two pro-
grams, the IVYSO String 
Orchestra and Prelude String 
Ensemble (fourth- and fifth-
grade beginning students). 
Each group performs in 
multiple concerts a year.

The Family Game Night 
fundraiser is raising support 
for the youth orchestra so they 
can continue their mission of 
providing low- and no-cost 
access to orchestra opportu-
nities in the Illinois Valley.

Tickets are $20 a person 
and $100 a table, available 
online at ivyouthsymphony.
org. 

All tickets include food, 
catered by Hy-Vee. Bring 
Venmo, credit, or cash for 
the game buy-ins and support 
the mission of the IVYSO for 
another year. The IVYSO is 
also still accepting cash and 
in-kind donations for the 
silent auction. 

To find out more, contact 
Orchestra Manager Aelsa 
Butler Woods at manager@
ivyouthsymphony.org.

IVYSO hosting 
Family Game 
Night March 18

MENDOTA – Cynthia 
Clampitt will be at the 
Graves-Hume Public Library 
in Mendota on Tuesday, 
March 28 at 6:30 p.m. to 
present Wild Boar to Bacon 
Fest: Pigs in History and 
Popular Culture.

Clampitt is a writer, 
speaker, and food historian. 
In the last few years, Clampitt 
has focused her work on 
what she considers one of 
the richest agricultural areas 
in the world, the American 
Midwest. 

Join Clampitt as she 
presents the history of pigs 
and pork to examine the 
impact these animals have 
worldwide, and specifically 
in the Midwest. 

Clampitt will explore the 

topic of pigs, which is as far-ranging as pigs themselves. 
She will offer a fun and interesting look at the role pigs 
have played in culture and cuisine. 

The Graves-Hume Public Library is hosting this 
presentation in partnership with the Illinois Humanities 
Road Scholar Speaker Bureau. 

Wild Boar to Bacon Fest is open to the public. No 
library card required. Call 815-538-5142 for registration.

Graves-Hume Library hosting program about pigs

ROCK FALLS – Western 
Illinois Foster Grandparents, 
sponsored by Tri-County 
Opportunities Council, cel-
ebrated the valuable con-
tributions of AmeriCorps 
members and AmeriCorps 
Seniors volunteers who 
pledged to “get things done” 
for our nation as part of the 
annual AmeriCorps Week, 
March 12-18. The weeklong 
celebration also honors the 
contributions and support of 
thousands of local organiza-
tions that make AmeriCorps 
programs possible. 

In Bureau, Carroll, LaSal-
le, Lee, Ogle and Whiteside 
counties, approximately 56 
AmeriCorps Seniors mem-
bers serve each year. These 
volunteers serve in a variety 
of classrooms throughout 
the service area helping 
pre-K – 8th grade students. 
Volunteers mentor students 
in a one-on-one relationship, 
helping them to learn and 
grow in an academic and 
social environment.

“We are proud to be part 
of AmeriCorps and grateful 
for the AmeriCorps mem-
bers and AmeriCorps Se-
niors volunteers who unite 
to get things done and make 
change for Illinois,” said 
Brandi Newell, Program 
Director for Western Illi-
nois Foster Grandparents.  
“AmeriCorps members have 
made a significant impact 
on Illinois’ ability to meet 
our communities’ unique 
needs. Especially with the 
extenuating circumstances 
of the pandemic our amaz-
ing volunteers have rallied 
helping educators ensure 
the continued support of 
students.”

AmeriCorps engages 
more than 200,000 Amer-
icans each year in sus-
tained, results-driven ser-
vice through AmeriCorps 
and AmeriCorps Seniors 
programs. These dedicated 

Western Illinois Foster Grandparent 
program celebrates AmeriCorps Week 

citizens from all walks of life 
help communities rebuild 
after disasters, ensure stu-
dents get back on track after 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
caused disruptions, combat 
hunger and homelessness, 
fight the opioid epidemic, 
help seniors live inde-
pendently, support veterans 
and military families, and 
much more.  

In 2022, President Biden 
called upon Americans to 
unite through national ser-
vice and volunteerism to 
counter the corrosive effects 
of hate-fueled violence on 
our democracy and public 
safety and put forward a 
shared vision for a more 
united America. 

More than 1.25 million 
Americans have served their 
country through AmeriCorps 
and millions more have 
served in AmeriCorps Se-
niors since 1994, leaving a 
lasting impact on generations 
of Americans.

To join the celebration, 
follow @AmeriCorps on 
Facebook, Twitter, Insta-
gram, and LinkedIn. To join 
the conversation, share pic-
tures and stories on Twitter, 
using #AmeriCorpsWeek. 
Learn more about Ameri-
Corps opportunities at Amer-
iCorps.gov/join.

AmeriCorps, the federal 
agency for national service 
and volunteerism, provides 
opportunities for Americans 
to serve their country domes-
tically, address the nation’s 
most pressing challenges, 
improve lives and commu-
nities, and strengthen civic 
engagement. 

The AmeriCorps Seniors 
Foster Grandparent Program 
seeks to recruit volunteers 
age 55 and over who have 
a love of children and who 
meet income guidelines. 
Please visit tcochelps.org 
for more information or call 
815-625-7830, ext. 610.
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We take quality and 
workmanship very 

seriously. We’re not 
surprised when our 
customers do too. 
After all, when 

choosing the most 
permanent thing 

you’ll ever buy, it’s 
only natural to 

demand perfection. 
And when you deal 
with us, it’s only 

natural to receive it.

CHOOSING A
MEMORIAL IS
NO TIME TO 
SETTLE FOR 

IMPERFECTION

Leffelman & 
Associates 
Invites You  
To Sublette 
For A Great  
Toy Show!

Our Family Protecting Your Family

03092022

HEAR What you've 
been missing!

815-626-3220
Sterling Hearing Aid Center

Latest Digital Technology • Maintenance & Repair
Friendly Service • Experienced Staff

MENDOTA CIVIC CENTER
Thursday, March 16th 

9:30 am-1pm

03132023

By 
Appointment 
Only At This 

Time

William R. Silfies
HIAWATHA, Iowa – William 

R. Silfies, 92, of Hiawatha, Iowa, 
formerly of Mendota, passed away 
March 7, 2023 at The Promise House 
of Hiawatha.

Services were Monday, March 
13 at 10 a.m. at St. John’s Lutheran 
Church with Vicar Anthony Windau 
officiating. Visitation was from 1-4 
p.m. Sunday, March 12 at the Was-
mer Funeral Home with a Masonic 
service at 3:30. Cremation rites were 
accorded after services and burial will be private, with full 
military rites by V.F.W. Post #4079.

Bill was born June 9, 1930 in Spring Valley to Rudolph 
and Winifred (Harris) Silfies. He proudly served his country 
from 1947-1954 in the Army during the Korean War. Bill 
returned to Spring Valley to marry the love of his life Edith 
Hillman on Jan. 14, 1951.

Those left missing him dearly are his sons, William (Lee) 
Silfies of St. John, Ind., and Michael (Missy) Silfies of LaMoil-
le; three daughters, Paula Silfies of Lisbon, Iowa, Diane (John) 
Wiesbrock of Waupaca, Wis., and Penny (Derek) Lusietto 
of Ohio, Ill.; 12 grandchildren; 18 great-grandchildren with 
one on the way; brother, Harry “Bud” Silfies of LaMoille; 
and sister-in-law, Nancy Silfies of Warrenville.

He was preceded in death by his love “Edie” on June 
30, 2018, sister Margaret Pippel and brother Robert Silfies.

After his service, Bill was owner of Silfies Construction 
Company based in Peru. After he sold his construction 
business, he was a General Superintendent for Phalen Steel 
Construction Company of Mendota until 2015. Bill also served 
as the Building Inspector for the City of Mendota until 2015. 

A devoted family man, Bill was also proud of his com-
munity and happy to give his time and talents to many or-
ganizations. He was a life member of Masonic Lodge #172 
Mendota/Walnut, V.F.W. Post #4079, American Legion Post 
#540, Mendota Moose Lodge, Mendota Elks Lodge #1212, a 
Boy Scout Leader in LaMoille and St. John’s Lutheran Church.

Pallbearers will be his grandchildren, William Joshua 
Silfies, John Silfies, Matthew Silfies, Nick Himes, Andrew 
Wiesbrock and Tony Lusietto.

Memorials may be directed to St. John’s Lutheran Church. 
Condolences may be left at wasmerfuneralhome.com.

Bill’s family would like to make a very heartfelt thank you 
to the entire staff at The Promise House in Hiawatha, Iowa. 
The amount of love and care that he received the last year of 
his life from these amazing women was truly immeasurable. 
They are now and forever a part of his family.

Catherine C. Butler
MENDOTA – Catherine C. Butler, 94, of Mendota, passed 

away March 8, 2023 at OSF Saint Paul Medical Center.
Mass of Christian Burial was Saturday, March 11 at 11 

a.m. at Holy Cross Catholic Church with the Rev. Jeff Windy 
officiating. Burial followed at Holy Cross Cemetery. Visitation 
was from 9-10:30 a.m. at Wasmer Funeral Home.

Catherine was born April 30, 1928, in Sublette, to Francis 
and Laurie (Schneider) Boyle. She graduated from Mendota 
High School in 1946. Catherine was married to Wayne Butler 
on Feb. 14, 1951, in Princeton. 

Survivors include her son, Roger (Robin) Butler of Ge-
neva; her daughter, Sandy (Dennis) Schroeder of Ladd; five 
grandchildren and nine great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by her husband in 1958, son 
Robert in 1959, parents, a grandson Brian Butler at birth, two 
brothers, Jack Boyle and Ed Boyle, and a sister, Ellen Carr.

During her work career, she was a clerk at the dime store, 
assembly at the egg plant, then was with the Mendota Lutheran 
Home for 20 years in housekeeping, retiring in 1993. She 
was a devoted member of Holy Cross Church.

Memorials may be directed to Holy Cross School or the 
donor’s choice. Condolences may be left at wasmerfuner-
alhome.com. Wasmer Funeral Home is privileged to assist 
the family.

James R. Bann
EARLVILLE – James R. Bann, 

85, of Earlville, passed away 
Wednesday, March 8, 2023 at his 
home in Earlville, surrounded by 
his loving family.

Funeral Mass was held at 10 
a.m. Monday, March 13, 2023 at St. 
Theresa Catholic Church in Earlville, 
with Father Jeff Windy officiating. 
Burial followed in Oakwood Me-
morial Park in Ottawa. Visitation 
was from 1-4 p.m. Sunday, March 
12, 2023 at St. Theresa Catholic Church 221 W. Union St., 
Earlville.

He was born Sept. 5, 1937, in New Baden, the son of 
James W. and Dolores (Kassebaum) Bann. He married Geri 
L. Pagakis on Oct. 17, 1970 in Ottawa.

He is survived by his wife Geri; his son, James John of 
Earlville, his daughter, Susan Maria (Penny) of La Crosse, 
Wis., and his son Ryan Fitzpatrick (Jennifer) of Missoula, 
Mont.; four grandchildren, Evan, Owen, Ella and Clare; and 
several nieces and nephews. 

He was preceded in death by his parents, five brothers, 
Bill, Paul, Ralph, Bob and Carl; four sisters, Gloria, Marilyn, 
Susan and Corrine. 

He was a member of St. Theresa Catholic Church in 
Earlville. Jim came to Earlville in 1959 to teach Chemistry 
and Physics at Earlville High School. In 1964, he joined the 
National Bank of Earlville and in 1976 he became President. 
Jim was also Chairman of the Board through 2019.

He was a longtime member of the Earlville Lions Club, 
former President, and founder of The Helping Hands Com-
mittee, and received the Melvin Jones Fellowship Award for 
service in the Lions Club. Jim also served the community by 
serving on the Earlville Library Board and Earlville School 
Board. He was also a member of the IL Bankers Association.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be directed to Earlville 
Lions Club Helping Hands, Earlville Library or St. Theresa 
Catholic Church. For more information or to sign the online 
guest book go to www.EighnerFuneralHomes.com.

Please see  more Obituaries
on Page A11.

E.E. Williams
MENDOTA – E.E. “Gene” 

Williams, 88, of Mendota, passed 
away peacefully on March 5, 2023 
at OSF St. Elizabeth Medical Center, 
Ottawa.

A private family and friend 
Celebration of Life will be held at 
a later date with burial at Restland 
Cemetery, Mendota, and military 
honors by Mendota VFW Post 4079. 
Merritt Funeral Home, Mendota is 
assisting the family.  

Gene was born July 2, 1934, in Washington, Iowa, to Keith 
and Ruth (Adkins) Williams, Sr. 

Gene is survived by his wife, Connie of Mendota; his 
children, Tim (Karen) Williams, Tony Williams, Tom (Kris-
tin) Williams, Tyler (Missy) Williams; his son-in-law, Gary 
Walzer; his stepson, Mark Swope; grandchildren, Christopher 
(Creigh), Jessica, Carter, Dani (Danny) Rodriguez, Jacob, Eva 
Jo (Ryan) Newcomb, Ryan (Jordan), Andrew, Addison, Emily 
(Justin) Kelly, Colton, Shaelyn and Alliah; step-grandchil-
dren, Jacob and Kevin Swope; great-grandchildren, Bennett, 
Cullen, Brenna Rae, Alexis, Scarlett, Chancellor, Chelsi and 
Ryder; and sister, Pat (Brad) Goff. 

He was preceded in death by his parents, brothers Keith 
Williams Jr. and David Williams, his first wife and mother of 
his children, Eva Williams, daughter Traci (Williams) Walzer 
and granddaughter Brenna Christman.

He graduated from Washington High School where he 
lettered as a varsity captain of the football and basketball 
teams. He married his high school sweetheart, Eva Blattner 
on March 14, 1954. She passed away on May 1, 1994. 
Gene graduated college at the University of South Dakota 
with a business degree and a minor in economics. He had 
many accomplished Administrative positions during his life: 
U.S. Public Health in Aberdeen, S.D.; U.S. Public Health 
at Belcourt, N.D. Indian Reservation; Combined Arms in 
Levenworth, Kan.; Excelsior Spring Hospital in Missouri; 
Johnson County Hospital in Warrenburg, Mo.; Mendota 
Community Hospital where he retired from after 33 years; 
Mendota Community Hospital Board of Directors; member 
of  American College Hospital Administrators; member of 
Mendota Rotary Club; served on Mendota School Board 
and served in the United States Air Force from 1953-1957 
as a Tech/Sergeant. Gene was stationed at Thule, Greenland 
and at St. John’s Newfoundland, Canada among others in 
the United States. 

Gene was married to Connie Yenerich on Jan. 24, 1998 
and they spent 25 years together. They continued his lifelong 
wanderlust and traveled to all 50 states and seven provinces. 
Later they were “snowbirds” for three months each year in 
Biloxi, Miss. They enjoyed walking on the beach, going to 
casinos, watching Western movies and most of all being with 
family and friends. Gene always took time to enjoy and never 
missed any of his children’s athletic and competitive events. 
Gene will truly be missed and loved by all who knew him. 
We feel God has blessed us to have had such an amazing 
and loving son, brother, husband, father, grandfather and 
great-grandfather. He was such a gentle Christian man. 

Memorials may be directed to the family to purchase a 
bench in memory of Gene at Mendota Lake. Online condo-
lences may be left at www.merrittfh.com.

MENDOTA – The Amer-
ican Red Cross held a blood 
drive on March 7 at the Men-
dota Moose Family Center.

There were 61 good units 
collected. There were 45 
whole blood and 16 double 
red cell donations. There 
were four first time donors 
– Darrell Adkins, Miles 
Ripsky, Brenda Deery and 
Karen Cater. There were also 
several multi gallon donors 
– John Robeson-1 gallon, Ja-
cob Atherton-2 gallons, Scott 
McCoy-4 gallons, Kevin 

Sporleder-6 gallons, Howard 
Brauhn-7 gallons, Bonnie 
Pakenham-15 gallons and 
Thomas Schuhler-27 gal-
lons. Your time and donation 
are greatly appreciated.

Volunteers for the day 
were Paddy Schwemlein, 
Margy Frey, Jodi Man-
ning, Lori Schlesinger, Peg 
Mathesius-Cerveny, Kathi 
Stamberger and Lori Simon-
ton. Mendota Subway once 
again donated sandwiches 
for the luncheon and Black 
Bros. Co. also sponsored 
egg salad sandwiches, BBQ, 
and chips for the drive.  
Desserts were furnished by 
Paddy Schwemlein, Margy 
Frey, Kathi Stamberger, 
Marlene Simonton and Lori 
Simonton.

The next bloodmobile 
will be held on Tuesday, 
May 2 at the Mendota Moose 
Family Center. If you would 
like to make an appointment 
or have questions, please call 
Lori at 815-866-3582

61 units collected at
Red Cross blood drive

www.eurekasavings.com
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Can you identify 

this photo?
THEN YOU CAN WIN!

The winner will receive:
$1000 MENDOTA BUCKS

To spend at any Mendota Chamber  
of Commerce member.

LAST WEEK’S ANSWER:
Corner of Parkway RestaurantWinner - Linda Buland

Where is it…

in Mendota?
HOW TO 
ENTER:

If you know where this 
scene is located in Mendota, 
write the answer briefly and 
concisely on a slip of paper 

and drop it off or mail it 
to The Mendota Reporter 
Office. All entries must be 

received no later than noon 
on Monday. One correct 

answer will be drawn each 
week. Prizes must be picked 
up at the Mendota Reporter 

Office. 

MENDOTA – It is un-
lawful to burn any mate-
rials other than small and 
dried quantities of branches, 
leaves, weeds or grass at 
any time. The burning of 
any material such as rubber, 
tires, leather, tar paper, old 
batteries or any material that 
emits an offensive odor when 
burned is unlawful within the 
city limits of Mendota.

Limited amounts of 
yard waste material may be 
burned provided the material 
is dry and does not create an 
offensive odor, nuisance or 
fire hazard due to excessive 
high winds. Combustible 

yard waste material may be 
kindled from 10 a.m. through 
4 p.m. on Thursdays, Fridays 
and Saturdays only. All fires 
must be constantly tended 
by a competent person, 
until such fire is properly 
extinguished. The continued 
smoldering of slow-burning 
combustible yard waste after 
4 p.m. is a nuisance and any-
one kindling such a fire that 
will emit obnoxious odors 
after 4 p.m. will be consid-
ered performing an unlawful 
act. Burning on Sunday by 
commercial establishments 
shall be considered an un-
lawful act.

 Mendota Burn Ordinance
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PUBLIC AUCTION
TOOLS AND SHOP 

EQUIPMENT
NOTE OUR NEW ADDRESS! 

The following described items will be offered by Public Auction at 107 S 
West St., Wyanet, IL 61379

Look for this and upcoming Auctions @ RedigerAuctionService.com
IN PERSON and LIVE ONLINE bidding available

SUNDAY, MARCH 19, 2023 @ 10:00 AM
*2008 Ford F250, 160,600 miles, reg cab, service box, 4x4, power locks and 
windows, new tires; *Cub Cadet riding mower, as is; *multiple push mowers; 
*Stihl trimmers; *ag and car/truck tires; *Fleet 2 ton long frame jack; *Lincoln 4 
ton pneumatic jack; *Mac bottom Tool Box; *Multiple Craftsman top and bottom 
tool boxes; *Misc tool boxes; *metal cabinets; *fire-safe filing cabinets; *water 
coolers; *various size jack stands; *metal tool carts; *cutting torch on cart; 
*bench grinder on stand; *HTP mig welder; *chain hoists; *various sizes of jack 
stands; *Sand-Vac recirculating sand blaster; *plastic welder w/ rods; *Coolant 
system pressure testing kit; *Wurth paintless dent repair kit; *Porta-matic air lift 
kit; *Rock Island and other vices; *many hand tools, wrenches, sockets, screw 
drivers, ect; *misc hardware; *Key making machine w/ accessories; *Blackhawk 
frame machine accessories and cabinets; *Paint curing lamp; *various air tools; 
*PPG sign and thermometer

**Approximately 200 lots
**For pictures and a complete listing go the the online auction 

@ proxibid.com/rediger
Not Responsible for Accidents | I.D. Required

Sellers: CROSS BODY SHOP AND OTHERS
REDIGER AUCTION SERVICE

WYANET, IL  61379
815-699-7999

AUCTIONEERS: JEREMY REDIGER & JON MOON 

03
13

20
23

714 Main St. 
Mendota 

 815-539-7011
Carry-out & curbside 

pick-up always 
available.

Visit our Website or Facebook for daily lunch & dinner specials.

www.mainstreetstationbar-grill.com
03132023

Join the McNally’s Friday March 
17th for St Patricks Day!

Serving Corned Beef, Cabbage, Potatoes 
and Carrots & Reuben Sandwiches

Limited Menu Available
Lunch at 11:00  - Dinner at 4:30

Carry-Out, Dine-In or  
Curbside Pick-Up Available

Saturday, March 18th
Kentucky Bourbon Pork Chops

She also serves on the 
Mendota School District 
#289 School Board and is 
a member of the Mendota 
FFA Alumni Association, 
the Mendota Business and 
Professional Women organi-
zation, and the Illinois Valley 
Pink Ribbon Club. She was 
recently honored as one of the 
recipients of ISA’s inaugural 
class of Illinois 20 under 40.  

Illinois has participated 
in the ASA DuPont Young 
Leader Program since its in-
ception in 1984. Applications 
for the 40th ASA Class will 
open this summer. Sponsored 
by Corteva Agriscience, the 
ASA Young Leader Program 
is a two-part educational ex-
perience that provides learn-
ing-in-action for individuals 
and couples interested in 
agricultural leadership. 

***
The Illinois Soybean 

Association (ISA) checkoff 
and membership programs 
represent more than 43,000 
soybean farmers in Illinois. 
The checkoff funds market 
development, soybean pro-
duction and government 
relations efforts, while the 
membership program, Il-
linois Soybean Growers 
(ISG) and the Illinois Soy-
bean Growers PAC actively 
advocates for positive and 
impactful legislation for 
farmers at local, state and na-
tional levels. ISA upholds the 
interests of Illinois soybean 
farmers through promotion, 
advocacy, research and ed-
ucation with the vision of 
becoming a trusted partner 
of Illinois soybean farmers to 
ensure their profitability now 
and for future generations.

In recent years, lawmak-
ers have directed surpluses 
to retiring debts early, in-
creasing payments to the 
state’s pension system and 
to long-term savings. For 
the upcoming fiscal year, 
Pritzker has proposed added 
spending across state govern-
ment – especially on child 
care and education – while 
adding an extra $200 million 
to the pension fund. 

Last week’s update could 
give the governor additional 
breathing room to usher his 
budget through the General 
Assembly and – if the past 
is any guide – potentially in-
crease pension contributions 
or long-term savings. 

Noggle said the expected 
growth was driven by strong 
performances in the state’s 
base tax revenue sources 
– corporate and personal in-
come tax and sales tax driven 
higher by inflation. 

The good revenue news 
in COGFA’s March update 
was the continuation of a 
nationwide state revenue 
boom which the Pew Char-
itable Trusts predicted last 
month could be reaching an 
“inflection point.” 

That report was highlight-
ed by the Illinois Department 
of Revenue in its testimony 
to a House committee last 
week. Pew calculated Il-
linois’ post-2020 revenue 
growth at 10.8 percent over 
what it was expected to 
be based on pre-pandemic 

trends. That put Illinois at 
the third-best growth of all 
states. 

Still, IDOR, GOMB and 
COGFA are all in general 
agreement that a recession 
is on the horizon – or at least 
they are relying on outside 
economic forecasts that 
predict such a scenario. 

While IDOR’s presenta-
tion last week noted a reces-
sion could occur in the first 
two quarters of the current 
calendar year, COGFA and 
GOMB had a different take.

“So far, we’re just not 
really seeing that looking at 
our income tax data and our 
sales tax data and the jobs 
numbers,” COGFA Chief 
Economist Benjamin Varner 
said at the meeting. “Now, 
tax receipts obviously prob-
ably lag economic activity a 
little, but so far, we think the 
slowdown is probably going 
to be a little later in the year.” 

COGFA’s report noted 
other factors that could 
change the state’s revenue 
outlook moving forward. 
Among them are the possi-
bility of another COVID-19 
resurgence, a worsening 
of the war in Ukraine, and 
the impacts of inflation and 
further possible interest rate 
hikes by the Federal Reserve.

But the report also noted 
that its $575 million upward 
revision was “very cautious,” 
based on the fact that final 
income tax receipts could 
drastically alter the revenue 
landscape. 

Final payments were 

“especially strong” in the 
previous fiscal year due to 
an influx of capital gains 
taxes amid a booming stock 
market. But that pace has 
slowed, leading to the cau-
tious approach, COGFA said.

“The market conditions 
have been not as strong in 
tax year 2022, so we’re an-
ticipating final income tax 
payments to drop during this 
last quarter of Fiscal Year 
2023,” Noggle said. “But we 
still have had strong wages, 
we’ve had strong personal 
income. And so we think that 
they’re going to offset each 
other a little bit. The question 
is how much is there going to 
be a decline in the remainder 
of Fiscal Year 2023?” 

All three fiscal forecasting 
entities have also agreed 
on another thing in recent 
months: forecasting has been 
difficult in an era marked by 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
and unprecedented levels of 
government stimulus. 

“We keep expecting 
that slowdown’s going 
to happen,” Noggle said 
at the end of the COGFA 
meeting. “But it just hasn’t 
happened yet.”

(Jerry Nowicki is the bu-
reau Chief of Capitol News 
Illinois, a nonprofit, nonpar-
tisan news service covering 
state government that is 
distributed to more than 400 
newspapers statewide. It is 
funded primarily by the Illi-
nois Press Foundation and 
the Robert R. McCormick 
Foundation.)

Revenue
Continued from Page A1

Farmer
Continued from Page A1

OTTAWA – The U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, 
Rock Island District, will 
offer free boating safety ed-
ucation classes at the Illinois 
Waterway Visitor Center at 
the Starved Rock Lock and 
Dam in Ottawa. 

Dates are April 15, May 
20, June 17, July 15, and Aug. 
19. Each class will be held 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and is 
open to anyone 11 years of 
age or older. Completion of 
only one course is needed for 
certification.

All boaters, including 
those new to boating as 
well as seasoned individuals 
looking to brush up on safe 
boating knowledge, are en-
couraged to take the course. 
No on-the-water experience 

Free boating safety courses set 
at Illinois Waterway Visitor Center

is offered during the class-
room-based course. Upon 
successful completion of the 
class and exam, participants 
will be issued an Illinois De-
partment of Natural Resourc-
es Boat Safety Certification, 
which is honored in both 
Iowa and Illinois. 

Pre-registration for the 
class is required and youth 

under the age of 16 must be 
accompanied by an adult. 
Space is limited and classes 
fill quickly. To register con-
tact the Illinois Waterway 
Visitor Center at 815-667-
4054. Visit https://www.mvr.
usace.army.mil/Missions/
Recreation/Illinois-Water-
way/Boater-Safety-Classes/ 
for more information.

OGLESBY – The Gov-
ernment Finance Officers 
Association recently award-
ed Illinois Valley Communi-
ty College its Outstanding 
Achievement in Popular 
Annual Financial Reporting 
for the fiscal year ended June 
30, 2021.

GFOA said the award 
“represents a significant 
achievement by IVCC.” 

To qualify, a government 
entity must also submit 
its annual comprehensive 
financial report to GFOA’s 
Certificate of Achievement 
for Excellence in Financial 
Reporting Program and re-
ceive the Certificate for the 
current fiscal year. 

Judges score reports on 
reader appeal, understand-
ability, distribution meth-
ods, creativity and other 
elements. 

IVCC received the award 
for its FY21 PAFR avail-
able at https://www.ivcc.
edu/businessservices/finan-
cial-pafr/FY2021-PAFR-fi-
nal.pdf. The FY22 report can 
be accessed at: https://www.
ivcc.edu/businessservices/
financial-pafr/FY2022_PA-
FR-final.pdf.

The 20-page award-win-
ning document was crafted 
by Business Office Admin-
istrative Assistant Nikki 
VanNielen, Controller Kathy 
Ross and Vice President 
for Business Services and 
Finance Matt Seaton.

Business Office Admin-
istrative Assistant Nikki 
VanNielen with IVCC’s 
2021 and 2022 Popular 
Annual Financial Reports. 
(Photo contributed)

IVCC gets
award for
financial
reporting
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By Scott Reeder
Illinois has the ugliest flag in the union and state Sen. 

Doris Turner wants to do something about it. 
The lawmaker from Springfield has introduced 

legislation to create a commission to develop new flag 
designs for the General Assembly to consider by Sept. 1.

“After more than 100 years of the same design, I 
think it’s time to rework it,” Turner said in a prepared 
statement. “I’d like to see us take a community approach 
to create a new design for Illinois’ official state flag.”

Back in 1915, the various Illinois chapters of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution had a contest 
to design the state flag. The Rockford chapter won 
with a rather drab imprint of the state seal on a white 
background.

For their effort, the state awarded the chapter $25.
Illinois paid too much. That streamer is boring. 

Really boring. 
But, hey, how much creativity do you expect from a 

group of all-white women who could trace their ancestry 
back to the American Revolution? 

Not only is it a dull design, it’s an origin story that 
would make anyone yawn.

Just compare it to Alaska’s. Back in 1927 the Alaska 
territory did not have a flag and the governor thought 
creating one would help pave the way for statehood. So, 
he launched a contest among the state’s school children.

Benny Benson, a 13-year-old Aleut boy living in an 
orphanage in Seward, drew a flag that is perhaps the 
nation’s most beautiful.

The banner’s dark blue color symbolizes the Alas-
kan sky and the forget-me-not flowers found across its 
wilderness. The stars emblazoned on this background 
can be seen in Alaska’s pristine sky. And the North Star 
is an appropriate symbol for the northernmost part of 
the United States.

When Benny won the contest, lawmakers awarded 
him a watch and a $1,000 scholarship to study diesel 
mechanics. It’s doubtful any of the ladies who designed 
Illinois’ emblem ended up crawling under an engine 
block. 

Complaints about the Illinois flag are nothing new. 
In 1969, Navy Chief Petty Officer Bruce McDaniel of 
Waverly, then serving in Vietnam, wrote a letter home 
complaining about the Illinois flag. It was one of many 
state flags that hung in his mess hall, but its identity was 
always questioned, so McDaniel requested that the flag 
carry the state’s name.

In response, the word “Illinois” was added to an al-
ready homely banner. Talk about putting lipstick on a pig. 

When I was reporter in Galveston, Texas, I received 
a phone call from a woman angry about a photo we ran 
on the front page of the Lone Star flag being raised over 
the city after a hurricane.

“Do you see what’s wrong with that photo?” she 
hollered.

“Um, no ma’am.”
“The flag is going up the pole upside down. How 

could you run such an image?”
“Well, we were just reporting the news, not giving 

instructions on proper flag display.” 
I can’t imagine that visceral reaction from an Illi-

noisan seeing their state emblem improperly exhibited. 
(Texas school children actually pledge allegiance daily 
to the state flag.)

And Texans are so proud of their flag they fly it solo 
with no national emblem insight.

In 2021, Utah passed a law similar to what Sen. 
Turner is proposing. The task force received around 
7,000 flag designs and over 44,000 public comments. 
Students, educators, families and more were invited 
to participate in the process of choosing the Utah flag.

Most of Illinois’ symbols (the state tree, the state 
mineral, the state animal) were determined by a vote of 
pupils in the state’s schools. Journalists aren’t supposed 
to disclose how they vote in elections. But I’m not 
ashamed to say that in first grade I voted for the white 
oak to be the state tree and in high school I voted for 
the white-tailed deer to be the state animal.

My track record of voting for winners ended there. 
After covering Illinois politicians for more than 30 

years, I have no faith whatsoever in their collective 
wisdom. None. Zip. Zilch. Nada. 

Just look at this statement from Sen. Turner: “For 
years, Illinois was seen as fiscally irresponsible. We 
have turned that around and returned Illinois to the great 
state it is and our flag should reflect that.”

While I agree the state is doing better financially, 
after a big tax hike and an infusion of federal dollars, we 
are a long way from having turned things around. The 
Land of Lincoln still has the worst credit rating in the 
nation and by far the most underfunded pension system. 

Given this lawmaker track record, let’s take choosing 
a new state flag out of their hands and let the children 
decide.

(Scott Reeder, a staff writer for Illinois Times, can 
be reached at sreeder@illinoistimes.com.)

Illinois’ ugly flag

By Rich Lowry  
“I became, at ten years old, a little labouring hind in the 

service of Murdstone and Grinby.”
Thus relates David Copperfield in the Charles Dickens 

novel of the same name. 
Of course, Dickens was a crusader against the exploita-

tion of children. The edge is taken off the depictions of the 
heartless treatment of children in his fiction, though, by the 
funny and memorable portrayals of the malefactors, the 
upward trajectory of the lives of the likes of David Copper-
field and Oliver Twist, and the knowledge that the practices 
that Dickens inveighed against are a thing of the past in the 
advanced world. 

It takes a heart of stone not to smile at the name of David’s 
cruel stepfather, Edward Murdstone (Mr. Murdstone, to you), 
or the wine-bottling factory where David unhappily works, 
Murdstone and Grinby. 

The orphan Oliver Twist had a bad time of it in a work-
house in the town of Mudfug. Yet, at least Oliver avoids the 
dangerous fate of getting apprenticed to the chimney sweep, 
Mr. Gamfield, and eventually an unexpected inheritance and 
a happy adoption await him.

This is all relevant today, because, as a big New York 
Times report highlighted, we have a Dickensian border policy.

The Times details how so-called unaccompanied minors 
end up “in some of the most punishing jobs in the country.” 
The Times found: “Twelve-year-old roofers in Florida and 
Tennessee. Underage slaughterhouse workers in Delaware, 
Mississippi and North Carolina. Children sawing planks of 
wood on overnight shifts in South Dakota.”

Needless to say, J. Crew and Walmart aren’t as charming as 
Murdstone and Grinby, and favorable plot twists are unlikely 
to be written into the stories of many of the kids caught up 
in this child-labor maw. Most important, this isn’t happening 
more than 150 years ago in another country.

The upshot of The Times piece is that we have chosen to 
import a social problem -- as if we didn’t have enough already.

The Times reports that the child-labor force has “exploded” 

since 2021, which, of course, coincides with the advent of 
Biden’s lax border policies. A quarter of a million children 
have entered the United States over the past two years.

For no good reason, we’ve made it difficult for ourselves 
to quickly send home minors coming on their own from 
noncontiguous countries, and thus we’ve enabled a market 
in child smuggling and child labor.

As The Times puts it: “These are not children who have 
stolen into the country undetected.” Caseworkers interviewed 
by the Times estimate that two-thirds of all unaccompanied 
minors end up working full-time.

This is bad for the kids, corrupting to the companies that 
exploit them, and unhealthy for our society generally.

The Department of Health and Human Services is in charge 
of sheltering the minors when they arrive, and then monitoring 
them upon release. It is not doing a good job, but the king’s 
cure would be to have better enforcement at the border and 
in the interior.  That way, children wouldn’t be sent alone 
across the border in the first place, on an arduous journey with 
perhaps a dangerous factory job in the offing at their ultimate 
destination. But no one in charge ever seems to think of that. 

There are a few other things to be said about all this.
One, it’s worth remembering that migrants are supposed 

to be asylum seekers, fleeing persecution in their home 
countries; but almost every time the press reports in any 
detail on the stories of individual migrants, they prove to be 
economic migrants.

Two, it’s hard to believe that the availability of cheap, 
easily exploited illegal child labor doesn’t exert downward 
pressure on low-skilled wages.

Three, not to sound like a child-welfare nativist, but there 
are plenty of children already in the United States who des-
perately need the attention of caseworkers.

Despite The Times story, the insanity at the border will 
continue, and we can be assured that it’s not going to produce 
any great literature.

Rich Lowry is editor of the National Review.
(c) 2023 by King Features Synd., Inc.

Our Dickensian border policy

(The following is from Jessica Nas-
hold’s Backtracks & Sidetracks column 
reprinted from March 17, 2004.)
By Jessica Nashold

As they reflected on their 10 years 
as publishers of The Mendota Reporter, 
George W. Nisley and William H. Leis-
er recalled particulars of their success. 
When they purchased the paper on March 
18, 1919, it had a circulation of 869. The 
new owners immediately began spending 
long hours signing up new subscribers. 
They added 91 during their first week 
on the job. The first new subscriber was 
George Niebergall. The new owners said 
they “wouldn’t forget that.”

The list of new subscribers grew by 
102 the second week, by 93 on the third 
week and by 50 on the fourth week. 
At the end of their first year, Nisely & 
Leiser had added 1,357 new subscribers. 
As they completed their 10th year, The 
Mendota Reporter could boast the third 
largest circulation of any country week-
ly newspaper in Illinois. There are 17 
towns and communities in this section 
of LaSalle, Lee and Bureau counties. 
Mendota alone had five rural routes in 
1929, with 452 boxes.

On Sept. 22, 1922, The Reporter 
publishers purchased The Sun-Bulletin, 
the paper where they had started their 
careers. On their 10th anniversary, The 
Mendota Reporter had a circulation of 
4,562. The publishers hoped to reach 
5,000 in the near future.

Nisley & Leiser were tireless in 
proclaiming Mendota to be “the best 
community on earth, with the best peo-
ple, the best farmers, the best farmland 
and best railroad connections.” They 
acted as a “free employment bureau” 
for farmers, in lining up seasonal help. 
They also tried to get a Chamber of 
Commerce established in Mendota and 
attract more factories.

***
The Reporter urged the people of 

Mendota to get ready for many sum-
mer visitors in 1929. As roads were 
improving, The Reporter predicted 
that Chicagoans would be driving to 
Rochelle, and then on to Mendota. 
The distance of 100 to 110 miles was 
“just far enough for a nice trip.” It was 
suggested that Mendota “eating houses” 
should be prepared to handle a crowd 

every Sunday.
SIDETRACK – Reporter readers 
who lied in Mendota in the 1920s 
may remember the popularity of 
Sunday drives and TOURIST signs 
in the windows of some houses.

***
On March 20, 1929, community 

leaders met in the officer of Alderman 
Charles D. Powell, who also served as 
chairman of the building committee 
for a new Lincoln School, approved 
in a recent referendum. After hearing 
from architects, who also attended the 
meeting, it was acknowledged that “it 
would be hard to keep expenses within 
the appropriation approved.” Fourteen 
classrooms would be needed. Fred 
Henning wanted a smaller gym. Dr. 
Edgar Cook wanted the departmental 
classes moved from Blackstone to the 
new Lincoln School. Two-thirds of the 
students in the departmental classes 
lived on the east side. Fewer children 
would have to cross the tracks. Otto 
Kieselbach, Judge B. Harry Reck and 
attorney John Dibbs were of the opinion 
that a citizens’ meeting should have 
been held before the referendum was 
placed on the ballot. However, a Cit-
izens’ Committee of three would now 
be appointed to consult with the school 
board in decision-making.

***
Plans for a Mendota baseball team 

were finalized on March 19, 1929, in 
Roy McInturf’s office. There would be 
a fundraiser to purchase new uniforms. 
Dr. W.M. Wagner, one of the owners of 
the Kakusha Park, had offered the use 
of the park for home games and the 
team would be known as the Mendota 
Kakusha Parks. Wagner was also named 
to collect contributions to the project. 
Robert Boyle was appointed to direct 
fundraising entertainment for the team 
and was also business manager. McIn-
turd was captain.

Bleachers may be installed at 

Kakusha for spectators.
***

A Diaphone Siren was mounted on 
top of the city building in March 1929. 
It operated on electricity and the instal-
lation was on a trial basis.

***
Frank Sanders was the first farmer 

to start field work in the 1929 season. 
He began plowing sod on March 18 and 
said “it turned over just fine.”

He will have 90 acres in corn.
***

Mendota Auto Co., dealer for Fords, 
secured a contract to supply H. Zolper & 
Sons with 10 Model M trucks to be used 
in their “concrete road-laying work.”

***
Maude Eckart moved her beauty 

shop from Truckenbrod’s jewelry 
store to the Schartlein bakery building 
on Washington Street. She shared the 
rooms with Miss Alice Peart, who had 
a corset-fitting business. Eckart & Peart 
were also partners in a millinery shop, 
in the same rooms.

***
Justine Full moved her beauty shop 

from the mezzanine floor of Walker’s 
dry goods store to the corner of Jefferson 
and Illinois, above the Moore & Kliyla 
commission office.

***
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Allen conducted 

a Little Style Show in the Della Allen 
Shop on March 12-13, 1929. They 
trained the models themselves.

They could not have been ex-
celled by professionals.
The models were Mary Catherine 

Cannon, Leona Burg, Hazel Mae Nisley, 
Ethel Cannon and Catherine Marmion.

***
Charles Sonntag closed out the stock 

in his dry goods store on Main Street. 
He used the Fischer building, where 
auctions would be held twice daily, 
at 1:30 and 7:30 p.m. until the stock 
was gone.

***
A Milwaukee freight engine was 

derailed at the junction of its tracks with 
the Illinois Central line. Wreckers came 
from Savanna and worked seven hours 
to put the engine back on the rails.

When these monsters are on the 
ground, they are surely helpless.

Nisley & Leiser mark 10th year – 1929
Backtracks

&
Sidetracks

Joanne McNally, 905 Meadowview, Mendota ...... 538-7591
Gary Small, 821 E. US 52, Utica………...............481-4566
Ray Gatza, 3490 E. First Road, Peru……….........883-0500

LaSalle County Board
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TRI-COUNTY NEWS

We REPORT
To YOU

Subscribe Today!
12 Months

 (Lee, Bureau and 
LaSalle Counties) 

$5600

12 Months
 (Out of Area)

$7600

703 Illinois Ave. Mendota IL 61342 • 815-539-9396
M-F 8-4 • www.mendotareporter.com

Did you notice this ad?
Then imagine the number of readers and 

consumers in the MENDOTA AREA 
that noticed it too!

Advertise your products and services and get 
noticed by THOUSANDS of readers. 

 
Call 815-539-9396

Janko Realty currently has 1, 2 and 3 
bedroom and studio units 

available for rent in Mendota.  
Please check out our available 

rentals and applications online at 
www.jankorealty.propertyware.com 

or call 815-830-4422.
03062023

Janko Realty & Development

Tobacco and More
We carry loose tobacco and flavored tobacco 
for hookahs, cigarettes, cigars, water pipes, 

e-cigs, vaporizers and e-juices.

1001 Main St. Mendota 
815-539-3499

Mon. - Sat. 8AM-8PM, Sun. 9AM-7PM

Smooth Smokes 
Vape Shop

12
27

20
21

WARNING: THIS PRODUCT CONTAINS NICOTINE. 
NICOTINE IS AN ADDICTIVE CHEMICAL.

 

• Tree Trimming
• Tree Removal

• Gutter Cleaning 
• Bush & Shrub 

Trimming
• Brush & Yard 

Spring Cleanup 
(branches, twigs, leaves)

• Stump Grinding

• Free Estimates • Fully Insured • 03132023

TONY’S TREE SERVICE

815-503-9273

815-882-2111 • 404 W Main St., McNabb 
grassersplumbingheating.com

TAX REFUND COMING? INVEST IN YOUR HEATING & COOLING SYSTEM!

S
M
-L
A
20

53
27

0

TAX REFUND COMING? INVEST IN YOUR HEATING & COOLING SYSTEM!TAX REFUND COMING? INVEST IN YOUR HEATING & COOLING SYSTEM!

Lowest prices 
of the year!

Rebates 
available! Call to find 

out details!

Generators also on sale now!

PAW PAW – The area 
around the sewer ponds will 
be graded and new gravel 
laid, it was announced at the 
March 8 meeting of the Paw 
Paw Village Board.

The EPA requires that 
sump-pumps and down-
spouts not be connected to 
the village’s sewer system. 
The Village will be send-
ing a letter to all residents 
informing them of the 
regulations, and verifying 
that each house is in com-
pliance, and has back-flow 
protection.

Anyone desiring further 
information may check out 
the guides on the EPA web-
site, https://www.epa.gov

The clinic on Wiley has 

gone through asbestos re-
moval and had a new roof 
installed. 

The village Easter egg 
hunt will be on Saturday, 
April 8.

Internet access will be 
installed in the Community 
Center’s downstairs.

The Spring Garage sales 
will be April 21-22, and 
village clean-up will be 
April 24-25.

The Village has signed 
a contract with Northern 
Illinois Disposal as its new 
waste removal company. 
The last day for Republic 
Services pick-up will be 
March 30; they will collect 
their waste containers at 
that time. Northern Illinois 

Disposal will drop off waste 
containers on Friday, March 
31. Town garbage pick-up 
day will be changed to 
Fridays.

Senergy Solar company 
is researching available 
land for new sites. They will 
be exploring sites abutting 
Paw Paw. 

Shady Oaks Wind Farm 
is seeking a grant for con-
necting with ComEd.

The Village Clerk has 
reported that the Village is 
close to completing the cod-
ification project, updating 
and streamlining informa-
tion. When the project is 
completed, the ordinances 
will be available through 
the Village website.

Paw Paw student on Millikin Dean’s List
DECATUR – Sammi M. Katschke Katsch-

ke of Paw Paw, has been named to the Dean’s 
List for Fall 2022 at Millikin University.

Students who attempt 12 graded credits 
during a fall or spring semester and earn a 
grade point average of 3.5 or higher earn 
Dean’s List honors. Students earning a perfect 
4.00 grade point average on 12 graded credits 
attempted earn High Dean’s List honors.

Millikin University is a private, compre-
hensive university with a diverse student 
population of approximately 2,200 under-
graduate and graduate students. A Millikin 
education features Performance Learning, 
a unique learning approach offered only at 
Millikin that gives students the chance to 
build the confidence and skills to succeed 
before and after graduation. Millikin offers 
more than 50 majors in the College of Fine 
Arts, College of Arts and Sciences, College 

of Professional Studies and Tabor School of 
Business, and is located on a 75-acre resi-
dential campus in Decatur.

Earlville student on UMGC Dean’s List
ADELPHI, Md. – Laura Pierce of Earlville 

was named to the Dean’s List for the fall 
semester at University of Maryland Global 
Campus (UMGC). To be eligible for the hon-
or, a student must complete at least six credits 
during the term, earned a grade point average 
of at least 3.5 for the term, and maintained a 
cumulative GPA of 3.5 at UMGC.

UMGC was established in 1947 to 
serve adults in the workforce. Today, the 
university enrolls some 90,000 students 
annually, offering bachelor’s, master’s, 
and doctoral degree programs, as well as 
certificates in more than 125 fully online, 
hybrid and face-to-face programs and 
specializations.

EDUCATION BRIEFS Paw Paw getting new waste removal company
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ACCURATE TITLE & LICENSE  
Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 6th St. • Mendota 
815-539-9311

ASSISTED & INDEPENDENT LIVING
Stonecroft Village
1700 Burlington St. 
815-538-5300
stonecroftvillage.com

AUCTIONEERS  
McConville Realty & Auctioneering
612 Main St. 
815-539-5673

AUTO BODY REPAIR 
The Fender Menders
325 N. 25th Rd., Route 251 S., Peru
815-224-1506 

Furar’s Body Shop
306 Plaza Dr.
815-539-6075 

Specialty Body & Paint
1503 W. Washington St.
815-539-7801  
Se Habla Español

AUTO REPAIR 
ARS Auto Repair
307 Plaza Dr.
815-538-2412

ASSISTED LIVING 
Home Instead  
(In Home Non-Medical Care)
815-223-7970 
www.homeinstead.com/53b

ATTORNEY 
The Cantlin Law Firm
815-433-4712 
www.cantlinlaw.com

AUTOMOBILE DEALERS 
Mendota Ford
Rt. 251 S. 
815-539-9314  
www.mendotaford.com

Schimmer, Inc. Buick • Chevy
Rt. 251 S.
815-539-9343
www.schimmergm.com

Vaessen Bros. Chevrolet
505 N. Pennsylvania Ave., Sublette
815-849-5232
www.vaessenbrothers.com

BOOKKEEPING/TAX SERVICE  
Baker’s Computer & Office Services
4119 N. State Hwy. 251 • Mendota 
Ph. 815-538-6290 • Fax 815-538-7032  
bakerscomputerservices@frontier.com

CARPENTRY 
Jones Home Improvement
Anthony J. Jones 
815-539-6175

CARPET & FLOORING
Meyers Furniture & Carpet
1901 S. 13th Ave. 
815-539-6263

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE  
Mendota Area Chamber of Commerce
800 Washington  St. 
815-539-6507

CONTRACTORS - GENERAL   
Mauch Carpentry
705 Illinois Ave. 
815-539-7867 
License #104005528

DENTISTS  
Krenz Dental, Ltd.
Robert Krenz, D.D.S. • Jon Krenz, D.M.D.
704 Indiana Ave. • 815-538-5316

ELECTRICAL 
Triple Service 
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St.
815-539-3828
IL Lic. #055-041123

ELECTRICAL/CONTRACTING  
Carriage House Electric
105 12th St. 
815-538-5598

 
Hilliker Electric, LLC
1417 Franklin Grove
815-456-7036
Emergency Number 815-441-8207

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS  
Eureka Savings Bank
1300 13th Ave. 
815-539-5656
Member FDIC

Financial Plus Credit Union
1905 13th Ave.  
815-539-3444
Member NCUA-ESI

FNANCIAL INSTITUTIONS  
First Federal Savings Bank
1205 Washington St. 
815-539-6757
Member FDIC

First State Bank
706 Washington St. • Main 
1403 13th Ave. • Plaza
815-538-2265 
firststatebank.biz 
Member FDIC

FIREPLACES
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742

FLORISTS  
Floralcrest Florist & Greenhouse
1207 22nd St. 
815-539-9306

FUNERAL HOMES  
Wasmer Funeral Home
2112 W. Main St. 
815-539-8500

FURNITURE   
Meyers Furniture & Carpet
1901 S. 13th Ave. 
815-539-6263

GROCERY STORES  
Sullivan’s Foods
1102 Meriden St. 
815-539-9341

GYM  
YMCA
Route 251 South • Mendota 
815-539-9343

HARDWARE STORES  
Stephenitch Do It Best Hardware 
Rt. 251 North 
815-539-9394

HEALTH CARE CLINIC  
Davis Family Health, LLC 
1201 Meriden St.
815-538-1800

HEATING & COOLING  
CONTRACTORS  

Campbell Plumbing & Heating 
Heating • Cooling • Plumbing
1211 Chicago St. 
815-539-5083 
In Business 38 Years • IL Lic. #058-097742

Malley Plumbing & Heating
123 South Ottawa Street, Earlville
815-246-6011 
IL License #055-009898

Triple Service 
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Electric
801 Monroe St. 
815-539-3828  
IL Lic. #055-041123

Walter Bros. 
Plumbing-Heating-Cooling
909 Washington St. 
815-538-6516 
 IL Lic. #058-102682

INSURANCE  
First State Insurance
715 Washington St. • 815-539-5651

Kurt Bruno State Farm
1103 Main St. • 815-539-3878

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 Sixth St. • 815-539-9311

KITCHEN & BATH
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742

Someone’s In the Kitchen
1619 N. Main St. • Princeton
815-879-0604
www.somekitchen.com

LIBRARY
Graves-Hume Public Library
1401 W. Main St.
815-538-5142
www.graveshume.org

MATTRESSES  
Meyers Furniture & Carpet
1901 S. 13th Ave. 
815-539-6263

OFFICE SUPPLY  
Pohl’s Office Supply & Equipment
809 Washington St. 
815-538-5741

OPTOMETRIST  
Dr. Tara Van de Wyngaerde
700 14th Ave.
815-539-6291 
 
 

 

PET GROOMING  

PET GROOMING  
Dirty Dawgs
918 Main St., Ste 2 
815-538-2550 

   

PLUMBING CONTRACTORS 
Campbell Plumbing & Heating 
Heating • Cooling • Plumbing
1211 Chicago St. 
815-539-5083 
In Business 38 Years • IL Lic. #058-097742

Malley Plumbing & Heating
123 South Ottawa Street, Earlville
815-246-6011 
IL License #055-009898

Triple Service  
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, 
Electric
801 Monroe St.
815-539-3828
IL Lic. #055-041123

Walter Bros.  
Plumbing-Heating-Cooling
909 Washington St. 
815-538-6516 
IL Lic. #058-102682

POST FRAME BUILDERS  
N.L. Morton Buildings, Ltd.
203 N. 4099th Road
815-539-9325
New construction & repair

REALTORS  
Erbes Realty, LLC
1922 Tower Road • Sublette
815-535-6295 • Lorierbes@gmail.com

Homestead Realty
1316 Lakewood Plaza, #5 
815-539-3811

McConville Realty & 
Auctioneering
612 Main St. 
815-539-5673

Town & Country Realty
607 Sixth St. 
(815) 539-6635

RESTAURANTS  
Cindy’s on 34
1300 Raymond Drive 
815-539-9000

Main St. Station Bar & Grill
714 Main St. 
815-539-7011
www.mainstreetstationbar-grill.com

McDonald’s in Mendota
2 locations
Stop in and see us today!!
NOW HIRING - EOE- Locally Owned and 
Operated by Paul and Mary Breznay

SEAMLESS ROOFING   
DuroLast Roofing
705 Illinois Ave. 
815-539-5142 
License #104005528

SPORTING GOODS/CLOTHING  
Sports-N-Stuff
804 Washington St. 
815-539-6354

TAX PREPARATION  
H&R Block
1313 Meriden St. 
815-539-7610
hrblock.com

Setchell Agency, Ltd.
618 Sixth St. 
815-539-9311

THRIFT STORES  
Nightengales Thrift Shop
708 Jefferson St. • 815-539-6100
Supports Trinity Health Care Clinic  • 815-910-0200

TRANSPORTATION
Mendota Area Senior Services 
1901 Tom Merwin Drive
815-539-7700 
 
mendotaseniors1978@yahoo.com

TOWING  
Gibson Towing
230 E. Lincoln Ave., Leland
815-651-9436

TOWING  
Ramer Automotive & Towing
Paul, Matt & Brendan Ramer
4266 E. 4th Road  
815-539-5321

ETE

RINARIA  

VETERINARIANS
Ancare Veterinary Clinic
Stephen J. Dullard, DVM ABVP
1205 Sixth Ave. 
815-539-3844
www.ancarevet.com

 
Mendota Companion Animal Centre
Cathy J. Wolf, DVM
Rt. 251 N. 
815-539-6601
www.mendotavet.com

WINDOWS & DECKING
Maze Lumber
Water Street • Peru 
815-223-1742

800 Washington Street
815-539-7459

www.mendota.il.us

City of 
Mendota

715 
Washington Street

815-539-5651

706 Washington St. and 
1304 13th Ave., Mendota

815.538.2265

Free cheeseburger when you 
purchase a cheeseburger!

One coupon per customer per visit. Not valid with any other 
offer. Only redeemable at McDonald’s in Mendota.

Now Hiring. EOE

2 locations 
Mendota 

*Locally owned and operated 
by Paul & Mary Breznay

Expires 05/31/2023
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ENTERTAINMENT

Bring In A Photo With A
Poem, Verse Or Message–or

just a verse or message
(No extra charge for photo)

You can run any size ad $650 
per column inch for Reporter 

OR Money Saver
$850 per column inch in BOTH

(See examples)
Call 815-539-9396 for 

more information

Happy 21st 
Birthday 
Michelle!

We love you!
Mom, Dad, 

Billie & Susie

CONGRATULATIONS!
on passing your State Exams

Carol Ann Smith, RN
Love, Joey

FUN 
ADS!

Put A Little Fun 
In Someone’s Life!

2 Column x 2”
$26 in Reporter
Or Money Saver

$34 To 
Run In Both

1 Column x 4”
$26 in Reporter Or  

Money Saver
$34 To Run In Both

Celebrity Extra
By Dana Jackson

Q: How is Bruce Willis 
doing since he was diagnosed 
with a neurological dis-
order? I’ve 
e n j o y e d 
his  work 
ever since 
seeing him 
in “Moon-
lighting,” 
with Cybill 
Shepherd. 
-- P.I.

A: It’s hard to believe it’s 
been 38 years since Bruce 
Willis debuted as charming 
P.I. David Addison Jr., oppo-
site his boss, former model 
Maddie Hayes, played by 
Cybill Shepherd. The two 
quarreled both on screen and 
off, but their chemistry was a 
hit with viewers, making the 
show last five seasons. Willis 
went on to be a mega movie 
star in the “Die Hard” fran-
chise, among other films, but 
last March, it was announced 
that he was retiring from 
acting at age 67 after being 
diagnosed with a cognitive 
disorder called aphasia.

Sadly, in February of this 
year, his wife, Emma Hem-
ing Willis, announced that his 
condition has progressed and 
that they now have a more 
specific diagnosis: fronto-
temporal dementia. Fortu-
nately, he has a wonderful 

Willis

support system that includes 
his ex-wife, actress Demi 
Moore, and their children, 
along with his two daughters 
with Emma.

***
Q: I only recently started 

watching the family saga 
“Succession” on HBO. What 
drew me in was the opening 
theme music. Is it an original 
piece for the show? -- A.K.

A: When composer Nich-
olas Britell was interviewed 
on the “CBS News Sunday 
Morning” show, he said that 
when he was a young boy, he 
asked his mother for piano 
lessons after hearing the 
theme to the movie “Chariots 
of Fire.” This didn’t lead 
him down a straight path to 
Hollywood, however. He 
worked on Wall Street for 
a while before quitting, to 
chase his dream.

He told CBS he wanted 
the theme about a dysfunc-
tional wealthy family to 
sound a little off: “The pianos 
are out of tune with each 
other. The strings are a little 
bit off. This should feel kind 
of like something’s a little 
wrong here.” His instincts 
were right, and it led to him 
winning an Emmy Award for 
Outstanding Original Main 
Title Theme Music.

Before being hired for 
“Succession,” he already 

had an excellent reputa-
tion in the industry, having 
earned Oscar nominations 
for three different movie 
scores: “Moonlight,” “If 
Beale Street Could Talk” and 
“Don’t Look Up.”

The fourth and final sea-
son of “Succession” returns 
to HBO on March 26. In the 
meantime, you can hear more 
of Britell’s creations with the 
Disney+ series “Andor” and 
in the upcoming live-action 
film “Mufasa: The Lion 
King.”

***
Q: What happened to 

Taylor Kinney on “Chicago 
Fire”? Did he leave the show? 
-- G.M.

A: On a recent episode of 
the hit NBC series “Chicago 
Fire,” it was mentioned that 
Taylor Kinney’s character, 
Lt. Kelly Severide, had gone 
to Alabama for arson inves-
tigation training. Off-screen, 
the actor has chosen to take 
a hiatus from the show for 
personal reasons. He’s still in 
the credits, though, and Capt. 
Tom Van Meter (Tim Hopper) 
assured Chief Boden (Ea-
monn Walker) that Severide 
isn’t “planning a transfer.”

Kinney has been with the 
show since 2012, so hope-
fully, he just needs a little 
R&R and will return before 
the season ends.

• Trivia Test •Strange
But True

1. MOVIES: What is the name 
of Scarlett and Rhett’s daughter in 
“Gone with the Wind”?

2. GEOGRAPHY: What body 
of water lies between Australia and 
New Zealand?

3. TELEVISION: Eric Camden 
is a minister on which TV dramedy?

4. CHEMISTRY: Which ele-
ment has the Latin name stannum 
(Sn)?

5. LITERATURE: Which book 
is first written in C.S. Lewis’ Chron-
icles of Narnia series?

6. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: 
What is the name of the bird logo 
on Twitter?

7. ANIMAL KINGDOM: How 
long does it take a sloth to digest 
food?

8. PSYCHOLOGY: What is 
the irrational fear represented by 

coulrophobia?
9. MYTHOLOGY: Which 

Greek god stared at his own reflec-
tion until he died?

10. INVENTIONS: What did 
Alessandro Volta invent?

Answers
1. Bonnie Blue Butler.
2. Tasman Sea.
3. “7th Heaven.”
4. Tin.
5. “The Lion, The Witch and the 

Wardrobe.”
6. Larry.
7. An average of 16 days, and 

up to 30 days.
8. Fear of clowns.
9. Narcissus.
10. The electric battery.

(c) 2023 King Features Synd., 
Inc.

By Lucie Winborne
* What’s in a gut bacte-

rium? Possibly more than 
you might expect: Studies 
have shown that the types 
and amounts of such bacteria 
might influence your appe-
tite, your food preferences 
and even the way nutrients 
are processed and stored in 
your body.

* While fish can cough, 
they don’t sneeze.

* Michael Jordan was 
nicknamed “Magic” in high 
school after Los Angeles 
Lakers icon Magic Johnson.

* In June 2022, the New 
York Public Library donated 
half a million books to kids 
under 18 so they could start 
their own personal book 
collections. Collecting and 
reading books has been 
found beneficial to learning, 
stress relief and even future 
success.

* And speaking of li-
braries, they’re not always 
just for books: The Buffalo 
Tool Library in Buffalo, 
New York, allows members 
to take out tools for home 
improvement, gardening and 
repair projects.

* Provincial law in Que-
bec prohibits a woman from 
taking her husband’s sur-
name after marriage.

* Actor Morgan Freeman, 
after serving in the U.S. Air 
Force, got his first paid job in 
show business as a dancer at 
the 1964 World’s Fair.

* Dolbear’s Law, which 
states the connection be-
tween air temperature and the 
rate at which crickets chirp, 
is accurate to within about 
one degree Fahrenheit for 
the field cricket.

* The Chinese video shar-
ing and streaming site Bilibili 
used 1,500 drones to create a 
light show celebrating the first 
anniversary of the release of 
mobile game Princess Con-
nect! Re:Dive, which was 
followed by a huge QR code 
to download the game. 

***
Thought for the Day: “A 

champion is afraid of losing. 
Everyone else is afraid of 
winning.” -- Billie Jean King

Hollywood
By Tony Rizzo

HOLLYWOOD -- Van-
couver-born Ryan Reynolds, 
now 46, is returning to Can-
ada to build a 1.2-million-
square-foot movie studio in 
Markham, Ontario, Canada, 
for a mere $1.5 billion. Reyn-
olds got more gold than Fort 
Knox from starring and pro-
ducing “Deadpool” (2016), 
which cost $58 million and 
made $782.6 million, and 
“Deadpool 2” (2018), which 
cost $110 million and made 
$785.8 million. The upcom-
ing “Deadpool 3” will cost 
$200 million and costar Hugh 
Jackman and Leslie Uggams.

***
Lest we forget Tom 

Cruise, whose “Top Gun: 
Maverick” grossed upward 
of $1.4 billion, making it 
the 12th top grossing film 
of all time. “Maverick” 
falls behind No. 1 grosser 
“Avatar” ($2.9 billion), No. 2 
“Avengers: Endgame” ($2.7 
billion) and newcomer and 
No. 3 “Avatar: The Way Of 
Water” ($2.2 billion).

Cruise began shooting 
“Mission: Impossible -- 
Dead Reckoning Part One” 
and “Dead Recknoning 
Part Two” back in February 
2020, but they were shut 
down due to COVID and 
restarted shooting March 

Welch

24, 2022. The films wrapped 
December 2022, with a total 
cost of $290 million. “Part 
One” opens July 2023 and 
“Part Two” 
opens June 
2024. “Mis-
sion Impos-
sible: Fall-
out” (2018) 
cost $178 
million and 
g r o s s e d 
$791.7 million. Need we 
say more?

***
Patricia Heaton (who 

filmed 209 episodes of “Ev-
erybody Loves Raymond” 
and 215 episodes of “The 
Middle,” before being disap-
pointed by only 18 episodes 
of CBS’ “Carol’s Second 
Act”) is moving back into 
movies with the psycholog-
ical thriller “The Beldham,” 
co-starring Corbin Bernsen. 
Heaton’s already complet-
ed “Mending the Line,” 
with Brian Cox, and “The 
Unbreakable Boy,” with 
Zachary Levi.

Bernsen has the upcom-
ing HBO miniseries “White 
House Plumbers,” with 
Woody Harrelson, Justin 
Theroux, Domhnall Glee-
son and Lena Headey, as 
well as the Showtime series 
“The Curse,” starring Emma 

Stone, due soon.
***

Here’s a final word on 
Raquel Welch, who died Feb. 
15 at 82. When she passed, 
the last vestige of the classic 
Hollywood sex symbol went 
with her. The many times 
I saw her, she created the 
kind of stir accorded with 
Elizabeth Taylor or Marlene 
Dietrich, and she was always 
beautiful, approachable, 
glamorous and -- above all 
-- classy.

In 1973, I was writing five 
columns a month for movie 
magazines, and I was taken 
by her stunning performance 
in “The Three Musketeers” 
(and said so in print). One 
night, while covering an “A 
list” party at a private club, I 
saw Raquel Welch walking 
toward me. She said, “Hi, 
you’ve been pointed out 
to me as Tony Rizzo.” I 
nodded that I was, and she 
continued, “I spend a small 
fortune on clipping services 
and have read several arti-
cles you’ve written praising 
my acting. I just wanted to 
thank you in person.” She 
extended her hand, then 
turned and walked away. I 
said, “Don’t let me down,” 
to which she replied: “Don’t 
worry I won’t!” Now that 
was class!

Couch Theater
“The 95th Academy 

Awards” (NR) -- Almost one 
year after that unforgettable 
slap heard ‘round the world, 
the Oscars are back to honor 
this year’s greatest film mo-
ments (this time with a crisis 
team in place, just in case 
anyone gets a bit too handsy). 
“Everything Everywhere All 
at Once” leads with 11 nom-
inations, including the Best 
Picture category, followed 
by the films “All Quiet on 
the Western Front,” “The 
Banshees of Inisherin” and 
“Elvis.” Austin Butler, Colin 
Farrell and Brendan Fraser 
are in the running to bring 
home Best Actor, while Cate 
Blanchett, Ana de Armas 
and Michelle Yeoh are in the 
running for Best Actress. The 
award ceremony, hosted by 
Jimmy Kimmell, is available 
to stream now. (Hulu)

“Extrapolations” (TV-
MA) -- This new drama series 
tells the stories of several 
individuals over the span of 
33 years, as they experience 
the life-altering effects of 
climate change on Earth 
from the years 2037 to 2070. 
As an anthology series, each 
episode will focus on differ-
ent characters, but there will 
be the occasional intercon-

nection between storylines, 
since each major event 
bounces off the previous one. 
The cast of “Extrapolations” 
is star-studded to say the 
least, with Kit Harington, 
Meryl Streep, Sienna Miller, 
Edward Norton, Diane Lane, 
David Schwimmer, Forest 
Whitaker, Marion Cotillard, 
Tobey Maguire and Yara 
Shahidi starring, among 
many others. The first three 
episodes release March 17. 
You don’t want to miss it. 
(AppleTV+)

“House Party” (R) -- In 
this comedy film, a remake of 
the 1990 cult classic “House 
Party,” two aspiring club pro-
moters, Kevin and Damon, 
try to support themselves by 
working as house cleaners at 
a mansion. When the pair of 
friends realize that the owner 
of the mansion is LeBron 
James, they come up with 
the ingenious idea to host a 
party there, in order to gain 
access to James’ celebrity 
contacts and earn a quick 
profit. What unfolds as the 
party gets underway is 
pure tomfoolery and leaves 
Kevin and Damon just as 
desperate as they started. 
Only grossing $9 million, 
this film did receive nega-

tive reviews, but if you’re 
looking for something enter-
taining to put on late at night, 
something filled with goofy 
humor and lots of celebrity 
cameos, why not give it a 
shot? (HBO Max)

“Swarm” (NR) -- The 
latest creation by Donald 
Glover (“Atlanta”) is a new 
horror thriller series starring 
Dominique Fishback (“Judas 
and the Black Messiah”), 
Chloe Bailey from the mu-
sical duo Chloe x Halle, and 
internet personality Ricky 
Thompson. Fishback por-
trays a young woman named 
Dre, who has a dangerous 
obsession with a fictional 
pop star named Ni’jah. Dre’s 
obsession with Ni’jah rules 
over her entire life, affecting 
her relationships and mental 
health, even how she speaks 
to others. Since she refuses 
to accept any slander against 
her beloved idol, Dre inches 
further and further down a 
rabbit hole, until it ultimately 
drives her to make insane 
and fatal choices. A bold cri-
tique on fan/stan culture, all 
seven episodes of “Swarm” 
premiere March 17. (Prime 
Video)

(c) 2023 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Brought to you each week by
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SENIOR LIVING

Senior Living Redefined
1700 Burlington St.

Mendota, IL

815-538-5300

CARPENTRY

• New Homes
• Remodeling
• Kitchens
• Baths
• Additions
• Garages
• Drywall
• Ceramic Tile

(815) 539-7867 Dial “KEY-STOP”
License #104005528

REAL ESTATE

LLC

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI
Managing Broker

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI

Designated Managing Broker

MOVERS

Meyers will 
move for you!
Quick, clean, courteous 

and careful...
Give us a call to move your 

household!

HWY 251 S. • MENDOTA 
 815-539-6263

INSURANCE COMPANY

Mendota’s ONLY insurance company! 
www.MendotaMutual.com

POST FRAME BUILDINGS

N L Morton Buildings, Ltd.
Mendota, IL 61342

Jim Stremlau
Commercial- Ag- Residential
New Construction & Repair

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

1300 13th Ave. • Mendota, IL 61342
(815) 539-5656 • www.eurekasavings.com

For all your home
loan needs, see

Anna Arteaga
NMLS #461075

INSURANCE

Mendota • Earlville
815-539-5651

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION

Chris Holdenrid
Sr. Vice President, 
Mortgage Lending

NMLS#461073

Cory Biers
Sr. Vice President

NMLS#477892

706 Washington St. and 1403 13th Ave., Mendota 
815.539.3834

firststatebank.biz

LEAKPROOF ROOFING

GUARANTEED LEAKPROOF ROOFING

Industrial • Commercial • Residential
For low pitched flat roofs
Featuring Duro-Last®

705 Illinois Ave. • 815-539-5142
License #104005528

www.northernillinoisseamlessroofing.com

GROCERY STORE

Open 6am-10pm • 7 days a week

AUTO REPAIR

COMPLETE 
AUTO REPAIR 

SPECIALIZING IN: 
Auto Transmission & 
Computer Diagnostics

307 Plaza Dr. • 815-538-2412

PLUMBING • HEATING • COOLING • ELECTRIC

IL Lic. #055-041123

PLUMBING HEATING COOLING ELECTRIC
INDOOR AIR QUALITY WATER CONDITIONING

DUCT CLEANING + SEALING
24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICES

TRIPLESERVICEINC.COM 815-539-3828
SM-LA1817740

Gabe and Michelle Wade
3rd Generation owners

AUTO SALES

JP
Carole Eich
Sales & Leasing Consultant

JP Chevrolet
Nissan - Mercedes-Benz

3675 Frontage Rd.
Peru, IL 61354

815-223-7000 • Fax: 815-224-4288 • www.jpchevy.com

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR

205 W. Main St. | Sublette, IL | 815-849-5225
mainstreetrepair16@yahoo.com

SALES & SERVICE | SNOWBLOWER REPAIR

815-884-9040
Earlville, Illinois

Authorized Generac 
Dealer and Services

ELECTRIC

• Agricultural
• Commercial
• Residential

Greg Mathesius

FUNERAL HOME

2112 W. Main St.
Mendota

815-539-8500

TRANSPORTATION

1901 Tom Merwin Drive, Mendota, IL
815-539-7700 • mendotaseniors1978@yahoo.com

Mendota 
Area Senior 

Services
Programs & Services:

• Transportation Services
• Caregiver Support & Services
• Options Counseling
• Lending Closet
• Senior Health Insurance 

Program

• Educational Opportunities 
(Computer Lab & Resource 
Center)

• Advocacy
• Information & Assistance
• Congregate Meal Site
• Senior Center

TREE SERVICE

MUFFLERS & BRAKES

INSURANCE

Heiting Insurance Agency
1409 E. Main • Mendota • (815)539-9265

 Still shopping your auto insurance to 
lower your premium? 1st Auto provides 
you with the security & expertise to 
provide you a competitive price for your 
personal & farm vehicles.
You’re 1st Rate  
So You Rate 1st!
Find out today how much you 
can save on your Personal 
Auto Insurance.

HOME SERVICES

Quality First Inspections, LLC
QFINOW.COM

Mark F Stelmack
Owner/Licensed Home Inspector

Mark.Stelmack@qfinow.com

Facebook - Quality First Inspections
Instagram - Quality First InspectionsPhone

815-503-1696

MOVING

815-993-8673
Junk Removal

Estate Cleanouts
Furniture & Appliance Removal

Garage & Basement Cleanout
Light Demolition

& More

HighsmithHaulAway.com

FREE ESTIMATES!

MENTION THIS AD AND GET 10% OFF!

HEATING/COOLING • PLUMBING

Advertise Your 
Business Here!

Call For Info:
(815)539-9396

ROOFING

Local Remodeling & Home 
Repair

Call us for a free estimate for all your  
general contracting needs 

815-780-0259 | Craftworkscustomhomes@yahoo.com

Craftworks 
Custom Homes

• Roofing
• Siding

• Decks
• Additions

Dan Truckenbrod

FARM SERVICES/PLOWING

Call or E-mail Matt for Prices 
815-739-1994 or  

m.schoenholz81@gmail.com

Custom Hay Baling, 
Mowing, Raking

Hay, Straw,  
Snow Plowing
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FINANCING AVAILABLE 
WITH APPROVED CREDIT

   NORTH AMERICA’S 

#1 SellingWalk-In Tub
Featuring our Free Shower Package
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Now you can fi nally have all of the 
soothing benefi ts of a relaxing warm 
bath, or enjoy a convenient refreshing 
shower while seated or standing 
with Safe Step Walk-In Tub’s 
FREE Shower Package!

✓ First walk-in tub available with a
customizable shower

✓ Fixed rainfall shower head is adjustable
for your height and pivots to off er a
seated shower option

✓ High-quality tub complete with a
comprehensive lifetime warranty on
the entire tub

✓ Top-of-the-line installation and service,
all included at one low, aff ordable price

Now you can have the best 
of both worlds–there isn’t 
a better, more aff ordable 
walk-in tub!

all included at one low, aff ordable price

Now you can have the best 
of both worlds–there isn’t 
a better, more aff ordable 

*Subject to credit approval, with the purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub or Shower. Not applicable with any previous walk-in tub or shower purchase. Interest is billed during 
the promotional period but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. There is no minimum monthly payment required during 

the promotional period. Safe Step Walk-In Tub is neither a broker nor a lender. Financing is provided through third-party lenders unaffi liated with Safe Step Walk-In Tub, LLC under 
terms and conditions arranged directly between the customer and such lender. All subject to credit requirements and satisfactory completion of fi nance documents. Any fi nance terms 

advertised are estimates only. Offer available in select markets, not available in Canada. Participating dealers only. Other restrictions may apply.

www.YourSafeStep.com

815-267-0149

      NORTH AMERICA’S 

1 SellingWalk-In Tub

SPECIAL OFFER

15% OFF with No Payments for 18 Months!* 

plus a Free Shower Package

WANTED!
CLASSIC CARS .... TOP $$$$

Mercedes, Porsche, Jaguar, Corvettes, Vintage Cars, 
Foreign & Domestic, Restored & Unrestored,  

Hot Rods, Mopars & Vintage Motorcycles

Call Jim at 630-201-8122 01
19

20
22

FINAL  
CLEARANCE SALE
ONE WEEK ONLY!

MONDAY, MARCH 20TH - SUNDAY, MARCH 26TH

815-220-0411
Monday - Sunday 10AM-5PM

03
08

20
23

 

75% or More OFF! 
All “In-Stock” Carpet, Remnants, 

Ceramic Tile, Sheet Vinyl, Flooring 
Accessories, Display Racks, 

Equipment and More! 
Thank You to our valued customers for 75 years of business!  
We are so grateful you trusted us with your flooring needs!

Tree Service & Landscaping

Arteaga

Tree Removal • Lawn Care • Mowing
Stump Grinding • Senior Citizen Discount

Spring & Fall Clean Up
Residential & Commercial • Fully Insured

Call For Your Free Estimate!
(815) 878-7504 03132023

Compton, IL • 815-343-8047
• 24/7 Light/Medium Duty Towing & Recovery

• Mobile Auto Truck Repair
• Emergency Roadside Assistance

• Jump Starts
• Fuel Delivery

• Flat Tire Changes
• Lock Out Service

• Secure Impound Yard

12
19

20
22

?

CHAMPAIGN – Above 
normal air temperatures this 
winter kept Illinois average 
soil temperatures higher than 
usual. These mild conditions 
are favorable for insect pests 
that overwinter in Illinois, 
but many other factors will 
affect insect populations for 
the upcoming growing sea-
son, according to scientists at 
the Prairie Research Institute 
(PRI), a part of the University 
of Illinois.

 Temperatures
Statewide temperatures 

from December through 
February averaged 34 de-
grees, which is 4 degrees 
higher than the long-term 
average, said Jennie Atkins, 
PRI Water and Atmospher-
ic Resources Monitoring 
(WARM) program manager. 
Southern Illinois was partic-
ularly warm with tempera-
tures in the 70s during the last 
week of February, 20 to 25 
degrees higher than normal.

This warmer winter 
weather led to higher soil 
temperatures across the state. 
Soil temperatures at 4 inches 
under bare soil averaged 38 
degrees, or 3 degrees above 

Illinois’ mild winter might benefit insect pests this spring 

Robyn M. Tunk
SOMONAUK – Robyn Mary 

Tunk, 20, of Somonauk, passed 
away peacefully on Friday, March 
10, 2023 at home, after a courageous 
battle with cancer. 

A Celebration of Life for Robyn 
will be held on Friday, March 24, 
2023 from 3 p.m. until the time of 
service at 5 p.m. at the Merritt Fu-
neral Home, Mendota.  The service 
is being officiated by Pastor Brenda 
Finn. There is a dinner immediately 
after the service at the Mendota Moose Lodge, 211 E. 12th 
St., Mendota. 

Robyn was born Aug. 10, 2002 in Winfield. 
Robyn is survived by her mother Angela (Issac) Jones; her fa-

ther Daniel (Brandy) Tunk; brother Dylan Jones; sister Samantha 
Tunk; grandparents Beatrice and Douglas Bicking, Peg and Bill 
Simpson, Gail and Steve Castle, Randy and Angela Jones, Rick 
and Tina Wehrman; two great-grandmothers Marian Bicking 
and Mary Jo Ziegler and so many aunts, uncles and cousins. 

She was preceded in death by her grandfather Walter Tunk, 
great-grandparents Charles and Marie Prinzi, Carl Bicking, 
Donna Wehrman and aunt Katie Jones. 

Robyn graduated from Somonauk High School in the class 
of 2020 where she was captain of the Dance Team and active 
in the FFA. After she graduated, she attended Illinois State 
University where she started her degree in Special Education. 
Robyn enjoyed being outdoors, had a passion for dancing 
and could shop all day long while enjoying her Starbucks. 

A memorial is being established for local special edu-
cation program. Online condolences may be left at www.
merrittfh.com.

Rafael Hermosillo
PERU – Rafael “Chino” Her-

mosillo, 33, of Peru, formerly of 
Mexico, passed away late March 
12, 2023 surrounded by his loving 
family.

Mass of Christian burial will be 
at 3 p.m. on Friday, March 17 at St. 
Hyacinth’s Catholic Church in La-
Salle with the Most Reverend Tom 
Otto officiating. Visitation will be 
from 6-8 p.m. at Wasmer Funeral 
Home in Mendota following Mass 
in LaSalle. Burial will be later in Mexico. Wasmer Funeral 
Home is privileged to be assisting the family.

Rafael was born Oct. 10, 1989, in Atolinga, Zacatecas, 
Mexico to Rafael and Margarita (Anaya) Hermosillo. Chi-
no grew up in Mexico and graduated high school in 2007. 
He came to the United States when he was 18. Rafael was 
co-owner of Nina’s Market in LaSalle. 

Rafa will be forever missed by his parents, Rafael and 
Margarita of Atolinga, Mexico; son Rafael (Aaron) Hermosillo 
of Chicago; brothers Isaias Hermosillo of Atolinga, Mexico, 
Ismael Hermosillo of Peru and Hernan Luna of Peru; sister 
Belen Hermosillo Anaya (Lisandro Salinas) of Peru; two 
nieces; two nephews; and his maternal grandmother Ramona 
Garcia of Chicago. 

He was preceded in death by his paternal grandparents 
and maternal grandfather. 

The family would like to extend special thanks to Vitas 
Hospice and ADDUS Homecare for their compassionate care 
of Chino and his entire family.

Memorials may be directed to the family. Condolences 
may be left at wasmerfuneralhome.com.

the long-term average and 
2 degrees warmer than last 
winter. All Illinois regions 
saw warmer soils with av-
erage temperatures ranging 
from 35 degrees in the north 
to 42 degrees in the south.

Despite the warmer tem-
peratures overall, the state 
did see periods of freez-
ing temperatures at most 
monitored locations. Most 
notably during the extreme 
cold of Dec. 22–24, soil 
temperatures fell as low as 
18 degrees. The lowest tem-
peratures were in the central 
region where there was little 
snow to insulate the soils.

In the first week of March, 
soil temperatures were high 
and reached the 60s in the 
southern and parts of the 
central regions on March 6 

and the 40s and 50s in the 
north. Lows ranged from the 
mid-30s to mid-40s.

 Insect pests
This mild winter has 

sparked questions about the 
potential for higher than 
average pests this coming 
growing season. It’s a com-
plicated answer as not all 
pests overwinter here in 
Illinois, but the conditions 
have been favorable for the 
ones that do, said Kelly Estes, 
PRI state agricultural pest 
survey coordinator. Insects 
can overwinter in any life 
stage, including egg, larva, 
pupa, or adult, and in differ-
ent locations. 

Some insects overwinter 
in the soil. For example, 
rootworms overwinter as 
eggs and Japanese beetles 

as grubs. Others seek shelter 
in leaf debris, grass, or even 
under tree bark. 

Warmer air and soil tem-
peratures are certainly fa-
vorable to insect survival. 
However, it’s important to 
note that these conditions 
are also beneficial for natural 
enemies, such as parasitoids, 
predators, and pathogens. It’s 
also important to remember 
that spring conditions will 
also affect insect survival. 
Late freezes and excessive 
moisture are just two exam-
ples of factors that can impact 
insect populations. 

“While there is no easy 
answer to predict what we 
might experience this com-
ing growing season, we can 
say for certainty that insects 
will be around,” Estes said.

DIXON – The next 
Human Services Trans-
portation Plan (HSTP) 
Regional Transporta-
tion Committee Meeting 
for Region 3 (Bureau, 
DeKalb, Grundy, Ken-
dall, LaSalle, Lee, Ogle, 
and Putnam counties) 
will be held on Friday, 
March 24, 2023, at 10 
a.m. at Lee County Coun-
cil on Aging, 100 W. 
Second St., Dixon.

Human service orga-
nizations with an interest 
in public transportation 
are strongly encouraged 
to attend as well as 
anyone that is interested 
in public transit. If you 
would like further infor-
mation, please contact 
via email: hstp@ncicg.
org or call us at (815) 
433-5830.

There will be reserved 
time slots available for 
public comment via 
Zoom for anyone not 
able to attend the meeting 
in person between 10:15-
10:30 a.m. If you would 
like to participate in pub-
lic comment via zoom 
during that time frame, 
call (815) 433-5830 to 
reserve your time slot.

HSTP iden t i f i e s 
transportation needs and 
develops solutions to 
improve transportation 
services for the general 
public. An emphasis 
is placed on seniors, 
people with disabilities, 
individuals with lower 
incomes, and veterans. 
For more information 
about NCICG, HSTP, or 
if special accommoda-
tions are needed, contact 
Tim Hammers at (815) 
433-5830.

HSTP meeting
set in Dixon
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Live life to the FULLEST.

Live life to the fullest and get back to the life you enjoy with XCEL 
Orthopedics at Rochelle Community Hospital. Dr. Gadini Delisca leads 
our expert team to provide complete care and customized solutions 
for patients of all ages. 

Complete Orthopedic Care for all Ages 

To learn more about XCEL Orthopedics or schedule an appointment with Dr. Delisca, 
call 815-562-3784 or visit rochellehospital.com/orthopedics.

Full range of orthopedic solutions including: 
• Knee, hip, and shoulder replacement procedures
• Fracture care—splinting and casting
• Arthritis and carpal tunnel solutions
• Sports medicine 
• Hand, foot and ankle injury treatments

Rt. 251• Mendota
(815) 539-5985
Open 6 Days A Week
Sun-Wed. 11am-8pm
Friday & Sat. 11 am-9pm
Joe & Ana ArteagaReservations Accepted

We do catering for all occasions!
Call or stop by for all the details.

BANQUET ROOM AVAILABLE
Perfect for parties, weddings, birthdays 

or any gathering.

Sunday & Wednesday 
Special: 1/4 Fried  
Chicken with  
French fries

Monday & Wednesday: 
$5 margaritas!
Tuesday:
Taco Night!

$8

03132023

NOW OPEN
Paleteria y Neveria
La esquinita de Oro

“Ice Cream Shop”

1206 6th Avenue, Mendota

Homemade
Lots of Flavors
Open Year-Round
Carry Out Only

03
13

20
23

Check out our Flavor of the Week

Winter Hours: Closed Monday, Tuesday- Sunday 11am- 8pm

715 Washington St. • Mendota, IL
815-539-5651Mike Wasmer

Check out the 
“Help Wanted” 

ads in the 
Marketplace of 
The Mendota 
Reporter and 
Money Saver 

every week!

815-539-5142
nilsroofing.com

Authorized Contractor. NRCA • BBB

Leak-Proof...
Guaranteed!

705 Illinois Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

TF
N

LaMoille Community
United Methodist Church

DRIVE-THRU
TURKEY SUPPER

73 N. Main St.
Thursday, March 23

4:30-6:30 p.m.
$12 per person.

Menu includes turkey,
mashed potatoes, gravy,
green beans, two salads,

choice of pie.
No pre-supper ticket

sales; no call-in orders.
Drive up and someone
will bring food to you.

2t11msr

GARAGE SALES
& NOTICES

MENDOTA – The 
third annual Mendota 
Town-wide Garage Sales 
will take place Friday, 
May 19 and Saturday, 
May 20 from 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Those interested in 
having their addresses 
added to the list and ad-
vertised should contact 
Heather at (815)990-
5577. The deadline is 
Monday, May 1.

Place your 
garage sale 

or notice here!

DRIVING WHILE
LICENSE SUSPENDED

Joshua R. Fitschen, 32, of 
607 Seventh Ave., Mendota, 
was charged with driving 
while license suspended after 
a traffic stop at 12th Street 
and Third Avenue at 9:49 
p.m. March 9. The subject 
was released with a LaSalle 
County court date.

DUI
Adam T. Peterson, 33, of 

Spring Valley, was charged 
with driving while under 
the influence after a traffic 
stop at Fifth Street and Ninth 
Avenue at 10:37 p.m. March 
10. The subject was released 
with a LaSalle County court 
date.

NO VALID
DRIVER’S LICENSE
Kyla A. Rowe, 18, of 

1005 Sixth Ave., Mendota, 
was charged with no valid 
driver’s license after a traffic 
stop at Meriden Street and 

Pennsylvania Avenue at 5:30 
p.m. March 12. The subject 
was released with a LaSalle 
County court date.

NO VALID
DRIVER’S LICENSE
Ulises C. Lopez, 21, of 

4367 E. 250th Road, Men-
dota, was charged with no 
valid driver’s license after a 
traffic stop at First Avenue 
and Fourth Street at 10:25 
p.m. March 12. The subject 
was released with a LaSalle 
County court date.

BATTERY,
DISORDERLY CONDUCT

Curtis A. Edwards, 49, 
of 351 Chicago Road, Apt. 
1, Paw Paw, was charged 
with battery and disorderly 
conduct after police officers 
were dispatched to a call for 
service in the 2700 block 
of East 12th Street at 8:10 
a.m. March 13. The subject 
was released with a LaSalle 
County court date.

POLICE BLOTTER Addresses
sought for
Mendota
town-wide
garage sales

MENDOTA – The Men-
dota Police Department 
would like to remind home 
and business owners of city 
ordinances regarding public 
nuisances.

It is against city ordi-
nance to have accumu-
lations of trash, building 
materials, abandoned auto-
mobiles, machinery, scrap 
metal,  discarded tires, 
vehicle batteries or any 
other material that creates 
a public health hazard on 
your property. It is also a 
violation to permit weeds, 
grass or plants other than 
trees, bushes or flowers or 
other ornamental plants to 
grow to a height exceeding 
six inches anywhere in the 
city. Also, all multi-family 
structures, including struc-
tures that consist of both 

residential and commercial 
units, and structures which 
share a wall or walls with 
another structure, shall be 
kept free from infestations 
of insects (including but not 
limited to bedbugs, cock-
roaches and disease-carry-
ing insects), rats or other 
vermin.

The city of Mendota 
requests anyone who is 
in violation of the above 
mentioned nuisance regula-
tions to remove the item(s) 
from your property. Anyone 
found in violation will be 
subject to receiving a cita-
tion, which involves a court 
date and fine.

Public Nuisance Ordinance
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HWY 251 S. • MENDOTA 
 815-539-6263

Auto Body Specialists
Weather Tech dealer

Window Tinting
Car/Truck/SUV 

Detailing

And many other truck 
accessories available!

Marten Portable 
Buildings

325 N. 25th Rd.
Rt. 251 S., Peru

224-1506

YOUR HOME TOWN 
INSURANCE COMPANY.

We offer:
• Equipment Breakdown

• Buried utility line 
coverage

• Sump Pump Back Up
• Home/Auto Discount

Find a list of our agents 
for your property 

insurance needs at  
www.mendotamutual.com

Advertise
Your 

Business
Here

In The
Area 

Business
Spotlight

539-9396

1207 22nd St.
(815)539-9306

Cash  
& Carry

$1000

Double It For

$1700

1102 Meriden St., Mendota
815-539-9341

Open 6am-10pm 
 7 days a week

• Bakery
• Deli
• Meats
• Liquor
• Produce
• Floral

Across from 
First State Bank, Mendota

Call 
(815) 539-5651

See 
Jackie Near 

for all your 
Insurance Needs!

2112 W. Main St.
Mendota

815-539-8500

• Plumbing
• Heating
• Cooling
•Electric

Mendota • 815-539-3828
TRIPLESERVICEINC.COM

IL Lic. #055-041123

AREA BUSINESS 
SPOTLIGHT

www.eurekasavings.com

Buying a car 
just got easier.
Find out how by 

calling...

Se habla español

ANNA 
ARTEAGA

NMLS #461075

1300 13th Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

Ph. 539-5656

LaSalle
Peru

Oglesby
Wenona

Other Locations:

706 Washington St. 
and 1403 13th Ave., 

Mendota

STERLING – Men-
dota’s boys’ and girls’ 
track team had their first 
meet of the season in the 
Sterling Indoor Meet at 
Sterling on March 11. 
Other teams in the meet 
were Dixon, Freeport, 
Galesburg, Rock Falls 
and Sterling.

For the Trojans, the 
4x200 meter relay junior 
varsity team posted the 
highest finish in third place 
with a time of 1:50.72. 
Runners were Aaden Cas-
tle, Robert Botello, Devin 
Desoto and Sebastian 
Carlos.

For the Lady Trojans, 
Grace Wasmer turned in 
a third-place effort in the 
long jump with a distance 
of 13-5.
Boys’ Results

3rd place – JV 4x200 
relay (Aaden Castle, Rob-
ert Botello, Devin Desoto, 
Sebastian Carlos), 1:50.72

5th place – Antho-
ny Kelson, 800m run, 
2:18.41; Varsity 4x800 re-
lay (Kelson, Travis Mumm, 
Carlos Olivas, Jacob Carr), 
10:02.96

6th place – Varsity 

4x400 relay (Mason Koch, 
Kelson, Dean Gilbert, Cas-
tle), 4:13.73

7th place – Varsity 
4x200 relay (Koch, Bran-
don Leadley, JP Belmonte, 
Gilbert), 1:53.79

8th place – Gilbert, 
triple jump, 32-7

9th place – Koch, long 
jump, 17-2

10th place – Keegen 
Stewart, 400m dash, 
1:08.42
Girls’ Results

3rd place – Grace Was-
mer, long jump, 13-5

5th place – JV 4x200 
relay (Jessica Reel, Sofia 
Duarte, Kennedy Knaff, 
Ella Martin), 2:31.07

7th place – Laylie De-
nault, 200m dash 30.96; 
Reel, triple jump, 24-2

8th place – Varsity 
4x400 relay (Vivian Beg-
ley, Hannah Kunz, Jes-
sica Reel, Alexis Finley), 
5:34.92

9th place  – Kunz, 
800m run, 3:05.49; Var-
sity 4x200 relay (De-
nault, Ashley Caracheo, 
Cadence Thornton, Was-
mer), 2:12.15; Denault, 
long jump, 12-1

MHS track teams
open season at
Sterling IndoorSPRINGFIELD – The 

2023 Illinois spring trout 
fishing season will open 
Saturday, April 1, at 58 
ponds, lakes, and streams 
throughout the state.

An early opportunity at 
selected trout sites – the 
spring catch-and-release 
fishing season – will open 
March 18. No trout may be 
kept during the catch-and-
release fishing period, but 
anglers can keep trout after 
the opening of the regular 
season beginning April 1.

The Illinois Department 
of Natural Resources (IDNR) 
stocks more than 80,000 rain-
bow trout each year in bodies 
of water where trout fishing 
is permitted during the spring 
season. An additional 80,000 
trout will be stocked for the 
fall trout fishing season, 
which begins in October.

The Illinois Catchable 
Trout Program receives fund-
ing support from those who 
use the program through the 
sale of Inland Trout Stamps.

For the 2023 spring trout 
season, no trout may be tak-
en from any of the stocked 
sites from March 13 until 
the season opens at 5 a.m. 
April 1. Anyone attempting 
to harvest trout before the 

Illinois spring trout fishing season to 
open April 1 at 58 locations statewide
q Lake Mendota, I&M Canal in LaSalle among the fishing sites

legal harvest season opening 
will be issued citations.

All anglers, including 
those who intend to release 
fish caught before April 1, 
must have a fishing license 
and an Inland Trout Stamp 
unless they are under the age 
of 16, blind or disabled, or are 
an Illinois resident on leave 
from active duty in the Armed 
Forces. The daily harvest limit 
for each angler is five trout.

For more information 
on trout seasons and other 
Illinois fishing opportunities, 
check the website at www.
ifishillinois.org.

Illinois 2023 fishing licens-
es and Inland Trout Stamps are 
available now at IDNR license 
and permit locations, including 
many bait shops, sporting 
goods stores, and other retail 
outlets. For a list of locations, 
visit https://www.explore-
moreil.com/agentlocator.

Fishing licenses and trout 
stamps also can be purchased 
online at https://www.ex-
ploremoreil.com.

For information about 
all site regulations, anglers 
should contact individual 
sites that will be stocked 
with catchable-size trout. 
Not all sites open at 5 a.m. 
on opening day. Anglers are 

reminded to check the open-
ing time of their favorite sites 
prior to the open date.

Area locations that will 
be open for the 2023 spring 
trout season are:

• Bureau County – Hen-
nepin Canal Parkway

• Kendall County – Big 
Lake, Silver Springs State 
Fish and Wildlife Area

• LaSalle County – Illinois 

and Michigan Canal Lock 14, 
LaSalle; Lake Mendota, City 
of Mendota

• Ogle County – Pine 
Creek, White Pines Forest 
State Park**

• Whiteside County – 
Centennial Park Pond, Rock 
Falls

(**Denotes sites open 
for catch-and-release early 
spring season fishing)
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LOCAL AND AREA

Your Advertising Message
Can Reach The

ENTIRE STATE OF ILLINOIS
For A Surprisingly Low Cost!

Call Us Today For Details
539-9396

703 Illinois Ave. • Mendota, IL 61342
815-539-9396  •  www.mendotareporter.com

Setchell  
Agency, Ltd.

Their commitment to education will send 
informative, interesting & educational 

newspapers to the Mendota School System 
throughout the school year!

A BIG THANK YOU to the 
2022-2023 NIE Sponsors

Member FDIC

From Hometown 
Heroes to Golden 

Anniversaries, 
we celebrate the 
events that shape 

our lives.

We’re here to share 
the stories with you, 
our friends and all of 

our readers.

RFILL

I remember many years 
ago when I was young 
in the ministry and a 
woman came to me for 
counseling. She had re-
cently accepted Christ 
as her Savior, and while 
she was talking, it became 
clear to me that she was 
living with her boyfriend. 
I was just waiting for her 
to finish talking so I could 
tell her that was wrong, 
but God stopped me. 
He spoke very clearly to 
my heart and said, “No, 
you’re not going to do 
that. I will tell her at the 
right time, when she’s 
ready to hear it.”

The amazing benefits of 
living from the inside out

This was a powerful 
lesson for me because it 
helped me understand that 
people have to be ground-
ed in God long enough, 
and love Him enough, that 
they are willing to give up 
the things that are wrong 
for them. And a religious 
attitude that is judgmental 
and critical toward others 
can be worse than the 
issue we feel we need to 
“correct.”

First Samuel 16:7 
(NIV) says, “…The Lord 
does not look at the things 
people look at. People 
look at the outward ap-
pearance, but the Lord 

looks at the heart.”  The 
truth is God cares most 
about what’s going on in 
my heart—why I do what 
I do—more than anything 
else. And the best thing I 
can do is keep my focus 
on Him and make sure my 
heart is right with Him.

Your Inner Life 
and Your Outer Life 
We have two lives – an 

inner life and an outer life. 
The inner life is what we 
think and feel and the at-
titude we choose to have. 
It’s our soul, which is our 
mind, will and emotions. 
Our outer life is what we 
see on the outside—the 
way we look, what we 
have, what we do. Both 
are important, but God is 
more concerned with our 
inner life and why we do 
what we do. He is looking 
at our hearts.

As believers in Christ, 
we belong to God; His 
Spirit lives in us and 
works in us to make us 
more like Jesus. When the 
changes in our heart show 
in the way we live, we’re 
living from the inside out. 
That’s when others can 
see the righteousness, 
peace and joy that we 
have in Christ operating 
in our lives.

R o m a n s  1 4 : 1 7 
(AMPC) says, “[After 
all] the kingdom of God…
is righteousness (that 
state which makes a per-
son acceptable to God) 
and [heart] peace and 
joy in the Holy Spirit.” 
God wants us to enjoy 
our everyday lives, even 
the ordinary, sometimes 

mundane daily routines 
that we can become tired 
of doing. And a religious, 
judgmental attitude—like 
the one I had toward the 
woman who came to me 
for counseling—only 
steals our joy and peace.

Going Through 
the Process

We have to learn how 
to live this way, and the 
first thing God wants to 
change in us is the way 
we think. He wants us to 
learn to think the way He 
thinks.

Romans 12:2 says we 
will know “what is the 
good and acceptable and 
perfect will of God” when 
we’ve been “transformed 
(changed) by the [entire] 
renewal” of our mind 
(AMPC). Transformation 
takes time and is a process 
that happens gradually. 
God is still working in my 
life to transform me into 
His image, but I know I’ve 
made progress because I 
recognize more quickly 
now when I have “stinkin’ 
thinkin’.”

I can feel it inside…
something isn’t right and 
I’ve lost my peace and 
joy. That’s when I need 
to stop and think about 
what I’m thinking about 
and what I’m talking 
about. I’ve gotten to the 
point where God has 
brought conviction to my 
heart in the middle of a 
conversation because I 

was saying something I 
shouldn’t. So I stopped 
myself, apologized and 
said, “God just corrected 
me. I shouldn’t be talking 
about this.”

The way we think and 
speak determines our 
reality. If we want to live 
for God—with righteous-
ness, peace and joy—we 
need to adjust our attitude 
when it’s not good. I know 
there are times when we 
want to say, “Well, I can’t 
help the way I feel.” But 
we can help the way we 
think and talk, and we can 
choose our attitude.

Feelings are fickle and 
most people live by the 
way they feel too much 
of the time. Sometimes we 
need to remind ourselves: 
“I can’t always help how 
I feel, but I don’t have 
to act according to my 
feelings.” God created us 
with a free will, and we 
can choose to do what’s 
right as we trust Him for 
the grace and strength 
to do it. We may not be 
able to choose how we 
feel all the time, but we 
can decide not to let our 
feelings determine how 
we will live our lives.

This is the key to over-
coming the things that 
steal our joy in everyday 
life, like a critical, judg-
mental attitude. I want to 
encourage you to make a 
determined decision to 
live for God and make it 

your number one prior-
ity to have a right heart 
toward Him. Then, even 
when your circumstances 
aren’t joyful and peaceful, 
you can have joy and 
peace because they are 
in your heart. When you 
have life in Christ, it’s so 
wonderful to live from the 
inside out! 

***
For more on this topic, 

order Joyce’s four-teach-
ing resource The Gift of 
Everyday Joy. You can also 
contact us to receive our 
free magazine, Enjoying 
Everyday Life, by calling 
(800) 727-9673 or visiting 
www.joycemeyer.org. 

Joyce Meyer is a New 
York Times bestselling 
author and founder of 
Joyce Meyer Ministries, 
Inc. She has authored 
more than 140 books, in-
cluding BATTLEFIELD 
OF THE MIND and LOV-
ING PEOPLE WHO ARE 
HARD TO LOVE (Faith-
Words). She hosts the 
Enjoying Everyday Life 
radio and TV programs, 
which air on hundreds of 
stations worldwide. For 
more information, visit 
www.joycemeyer.org.

Please note: The views 
and opinions expressed 
throughout this publica-
tion and/or website are 
those of the respective 
authors and do not nec-
essarily reflect those of 
Joyce Meyer Ministries.
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The Merchants 
on this page urge 

you to attend a 
house of worship 

this week.

EUREKA SAVINGS BANK
1300 13th Ave., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5656

FIRST STATE BANK
706 Washington St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 538-2265

MENDOTA MONUMENT CO.
606 Main St, Mendota, Ill. 

Phone (815) 539-7276

MERRITT FUNERAL HOME
800 Monroe St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-7211

SPORTS-N-STUFF, INC.
804 Washington, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-6354

STEPHENITCH  DO IT BEST HARDWARE 
1204 13th Ave., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-9394

TRIPLE SERVICE, INC.
801 Monroe, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-3828

WASMER FUNERAL HOME
2112 W. Main St., Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-8500

ZIGGIE’S RESTAURANT
Rte. 34 East, Mendota, Ill.

Phone (815) 539-5060

MENDOTA
 ROMAN CATHOLIC MASS

Rev. Peter A. Pilon,  Pastor
Ray Fischer,  Jose Lopez,  

and Hector Diaz,  Deacons

HOLY CROSS, MENDOTA
Weekday Mass 
Weekend Mass 

Confession 

STS. PETER AND PAUL, 
PETERSTOWN

Weekend Mass  
Confession 

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST  CHURCH

100 E. Sixth St.
(815) 538-5587

Rev. Mary Bohall, Pastor
SUNDAY SCHEDULE:

9 a.m. Sunday School & Fellowship
9:30 a.m. Worship  

In-person & on Facebook at: 
Mendota First United

Methodist Church  

 March 16 - 6:30 p.m. Choir practice
March 19 - 4th Sunday in Lent; 9 a.m. 

Sunday School; 9:30 a.m. Worship
March 21 - 11 a.m.-1 p.m. Prayer 

Walking;
March 22 - 7 a.m.-7 p.m. Sanctuary open 

for communion;  10 a.m. Pastor Mary 
leads worship at Stonecroft Village;

6:30 p.m. Confirmation class

ZION UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

 808 Jefferson St. 

Pastor Jeff Brace
jbrace8459@gmail.com

Church office  (815) 538-2186
    

Facebook: Mendota Zion United 
Methodist Church      

 SUNDAY SCHEDULE:
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.

 Sunday School for Preschool - 6th grade 
in fellowship hall during worship service

(Parking lot worship available on 90.9 FM 
during Sunday services) 

TUESDAY - Prayer group 6 p.m.
FRIDAY - Youth group 6 p.m.

UNITED PENTECOSTAL 
CHURCH

Route 251 North         
(815) 538-3444

Rev. Charles Yeakel, Pastor
E-mail: mendotaupc@yahoo.com

www.mendotaupc.org
 SUNDAY: Christian Education 

Sunday Worship

WEDNESDAY: Bible Study 7 p.m.

VICTORY  BAPTIST  
CHURCH

“Faithful & Effective”
505 W. 7th Ave. 
(815) 539-9081

 Pastor Steve Breedlove
SUNDAY

Sunday school  
Worship 

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Service

NEW COVENANT 
ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Rt. 251 at Lake Mendota  

P.O. Box  54
Phone  (815) 539-7107 (church)   

 (815) 871-5702 (pastor)

Larry Sheaves, Pastor
www.newcovenantmendota.org

www.facebook.com/NCAOG

“Preaching the blood, book and 
blessed hope.”
Sunday School

Worship 

MENDOTA BIBLE 
CHURCH

Rt. 251,  1/2 mile south of 
Mendota 

(815) 538-6876

Brian Kelly, Pastor
www.mendotabiblechurch.org

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
Sunday School  

Worship  
Evening Service  

 
ST.  JOHN’S  LUTHERAN  

CHURCH
607 Tenth Ave. 
(815) 539-5626

Rev. Ken Gibson, Pastor
E-mail: office@stjohnsmendota.org 

Website: 
www.stjohnsmendota.org

Schedule:
9 a.m. Sunday Worship in person 

and online via Facebook and Zoom

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH
1003 5th St.

(815) 538-5603

Website: fpcmendota.com
Accessible      

Sunday Worship 10 a.m. 

March 16 - 6:30 p.m. Webelos
March 19 - 10 a.m. Worship; 11 a.m. 

Fellowship
 

Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/fpcmendota 

Wednesday Evening Gathering:
Live Zoom at 7 p.m. 

https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/86402369150

To call in for audio only, dial 
(312) 626-6799 - use meeting 

ID: 864 0236 9150 
No passwords required; links & 
phone numbers stay the same.

CHRIST’S CHURCH
“He is the Head of the Body, the 
Church . . . That in everything He 

might have the supremacy.” Col. 1:18

1107 Main St. 
(815) 993-2462

          

Dave Manion      Jim McDowell
Wayne Shuman

Please join us for . . .  
Sunday Bible Study (all ages) 9:30 a.m. 

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Church Builders 12:30 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer 6 p.m.
Men’s Ministry

Ladies & Mens Bible Study 
Thursday 6 p.m. 

Non-denominational
Please call for more information

COMPTON
IMMANUEL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH
398 Church Road, Compton   

Pastor Jeffrey Schlesinger
(815) 539-6567       

Wheelchair accessible    

Website: www.ilccompton.org
E-mail: immanuellutheran 

compton@live.com 
“Living in God’s Grace as a 

Neighbor to the World”

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE  
8:30 a.m. Worship at Immanuel

(Sunday School begins Dec. 4, 9:30)
10:30 a.m. Worship at First

March 15 - 5:30 p.m. Lenten meal at 
Immanuel; 6:30 p.m. Lenten service at 

Immanuel
March 18 - 8-11 a.m. Immanuel & First 

volunteer at N.I.C.E.

Online “devotional service” videos continue 
every Sunday at 

facebook.com/ilccompton and 
YouTube. Check our website and Facebook 

page for more information.

ZION EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

LaMoille (Clarion)
4 miles west of Mendota on Rt. 34     

Pastor Ian Griffith
(815) 539-7820

Sunday  Worship 9 a.m.
Sunday  School 10:15 a.m.

Accessible

COMMUNITY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

La Moille           
(815) 638-2348

Pastor David Jungnickel
E-mail: lamoillecumc@gmail.com 

  
SUNDAY WORSHIP 
SUNDAY SCHOOL   

Nursery available

TROY GROVE
FAITH BIBLE 
FELLOWSHIP
208 W. South St.,  

Troy Grove 
Pastor Brian Hamiel  

Website:  www.faithbiblefellowship.info
E-mail:  fbfchurch20817@gmail.com 

“At Faith Bible Fellowship, we exist 
to glorify God through the equipping 
of His saints, teaching of His Word 

and raising of His name.
We would love to have you join us 

to worship and learn about 
our risen Savior.”

SUNDAY SCHOOL - 9 a.m. 
SUNDAY SERVICE - 10 a.m.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT - 6:30 p.m. 

LA MOILLE

(c) 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.

BIBLE TRIVIA  by Wilson Casey

NOTE: Please contact your 
individual church regarding 
online services or for other 
church-related information.

If I Can
By William Arthur Ward

If I can write one verse of truth today
Or give my fellow man a song to sing;
If I can push one needless cloud away

And help men live as children 
of the King:

If I can lend someone a helping hand
Or warm a place where friendship 

needs to be;
If I can build a bridge where 

fences stand
And light a lamp that other men 

might see;
If I can open doors of hope this day

By letting someone know that 
others care;

If I can speak in words that seem
 to say:

I know the heavy burdens that 
you bear.

If I can guide a pilgrim on his way
Or pause to bid him stay for food 

and rest;
If I can do these, Father, this I pray:

“O let me do them with my very best.”

Find us on Facebook

1. Is the book of Galatians (KJV) 
in the Old or New Testament or 
neither?
2. In how many verses is the 
specific name of Satan used in 
the Old Testament (KJV)? 0, 1, 
15, 174
3. From Genesis 36, which city 
was Esau’s home base? Petra, 
Tyre, Gilgal, Perga
4. Which of these persons hid in a 
cave while God passed by? Noah, 
Moses, Abraham, Jonah
5. From Esther 5, who/what was 
Zeresh? King of Persia, Mountain, 
Wife of Haman, River
6. In 1 Peter, to what animal is 
Satan compared? Serpent, Wolf, 
Rat, Lion
ANSWERS: 1) New, 2) 15, 3) Petra, 
4) Moses, 5) Wife of Haman, 6) 
Lion
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Mendota Area  
Senior Services  

Call 815-539-7700
mendotaareaseniorservices.org

SETCHELL 
AGENCY LTD.

TAXES 
DONE 
RIGHT 
HERE

815-539-9311 • Mendota, IL

AlAbAmA - ARS

cHARlESTON - fIRST STATE bANk

bAylOR - EuREkA SAvINGS bANk

TEXAS A&m-cc/SE mISSOuIR STATE - mENDOTA REpORTER

vIRGINIA - mAzE lumbER

uc SANTA bARbARA - vAESSEN bROS

mARylAND - jc HEADquARTERS

fuRmAN - fIRST STATE INSuRANcE

mISSOuRI - SullIvAN’S fOODS

wEST vIRGINIA - fINANcIAl pluS

cREIGHTON - ERbES REAlTy

uTAH STATE - ymcA

SAN DIEGO ST - mASS

Nc STATE - SETcHEll AGENcy

ARIzONA - mcDONAlD’S

pRINcETON - fARmHOuSE DESIGNS

puRDuE - fIRST STATE INSuRANcE

ORAl RObERTS - mcDONAlD’S

kANSAS STATE - EuREkA SAvINGS bANk

TEXAS SOuTHERN/fAIlEIGH DIckINSON - mENDOTA REpORTER

TENNESSEE - SullIvAN’S fOODS

mONTANA STATE - fARmHOuSE DESIGNS

mEmpHIS - jc’S HEADquARTERS

lOuISIANA - fINANcIAl pluS cREDIT uNION

mIcHIGAN STATE - mAzE lumbER

flORIDA ATlANTIc - vITA TONE clEANERS

kENTucky - ERbES REAlTy

uSc - vAESSEN bROS

DukE - ymcA

pROvIDENcE - SpORTS N STuff

mARquETTE - fIRST STATE bANk

vERmONT - puRpOSE NuTRITION

SOUTH

EAST

For ALL Your bANkiNG NEEDS:
• AuTo LoANS 
• HomE LoANS

• AND morE

FivE CoNvENiENT LoCATioNS:
• mENDoTA

• PEru

• oGLESbY

• WENoNA
• LASALLE

1102 Meriden St.
Mendota

815-539-9341

1102 Meriden St.
Mendota

815-539-9341

715 wASHINGTON ST.
mENDOTA, Il 61342
815-539-5651

715 wASHINGTON ST.
mENDOTA, Il 61342
815-539-5651

Hwy. 52 • SublETTE
815-849-5232 

OR 800-227-5203
www.vAESSENbROTHERS.cOm

Hwy. 52 • SublETTE
815-849-5232 

OR 800-227-5203
www.vAESSENbROTHERS.cOm

viTA-ToNE 
CLEANErS
918 mAiN ST.

mENDoTA

815-539-6161
“DrY CLEANiNG & SEAmSTrESS Work.”

SPORTS-
N-STUFF
804 wASHINGTON ST. 

mENDOTA 
815-539-6354

1905 13th Avenue, MendotA

 815-539-3444 • www.finAnciAlplus.org

federAlly insured by ncuA.

1905 13th Avenue, MendotA

 815-539-3444 • www.finAnciAlplus.org

federAlly insured by ncuA.

810 wASHINGTON ST. 
 mENDOTA • (815) 538-5171

wEDNESDAy mEN’S DAy 
$14 mEN’S HAIRcuTS

JC’s
HEADQUARTERS

2 mENDOTA lOcATIONS:
2701 12TH ST.
1503 13TH AvE.

810 wASHINGTON ST. 
 mENDOTA • (815) 538-5171

wEDNESDAy mEN’S DAy 
$14 mEN’S HAIRcuTS

JC’s
HEADQUARTERS

307 Plaza Drive
Mendota, IL 61342

815-538-2412 815-535-6295
1922 Tower Rd. • PO Box 92

Sublette, IL 61367

Lori Erbes,
Managing Broker

GRI

815-535-6295
1922 Tower Rd. • PO Box 92

Sublette, IL 61367

Lori Erbes,
Managing Broker

GRI

For ALL Your bANkiNG NEEDS:
• AuTo LoANS 
• HomE LoANS

• AND morE

FivE CoNvENiENT LoCATioNS:
• mENDoTA

• PEru

• oGLESbY

• WENoNA
• LASALLE

Water Street
Peru, IL

815-223-1742
www.MazeLumber.com

391 North 38th Rd. 
Mendota 

Open Daily 9am-5pm

Water Street
Peru, IL

815-223-1742
www.MazeLumber.com

1108 Meriden St., Mendota
815-503-3853

391 North 38th Rd. 
Mendota 

Open Daily 9am-5pm

300 wAlNuT ST. • pERu
815-223-7904

RT. 251 • mENDOTA
815-538-2900

IvymcA.cOm

2 mENDOTA lOcATIONS:
2701 12TH ST.
1503 13TH AvE.

300 wAlNuT ST. • pERu
815-223-7904

RT. 251 • mENDOTA
815-538-2900

IvymcA.cOm
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Mendota Area  
Senior Services  

Call 815-539-7700
mendotaareaseniorservices.org

For all your banking needs:
• auto loans 
• Home loans

• and more

Five convenient locations:
• mendota

• Peru

• oglesby

• Wenona
• lasalle

kANSAS - mASS

vcu - fARmHOuSE DESIGNS

GONzANGA - SullIvAN’S fOODS

HOwARD - mENDOTA REpORTER

ucONN - fINANcIAl pluS cREDIT uNION

GRAND cANyON u - fIRST STATE INSuRANcE

ARkANSAS - puRpOSE NuTRITION

IONA - mcDONAlD’S

NORTHwESTERN - vAESSEN bROS

IllINOIS - RAmER TOwING

Tcu - fIRST STATE bANk

bOISE STATE - ymcA

ST. mARy’S - mAzE lumbER

ARIzONA STATE/NEvADA - ERbES REAlTy

uclA - jc’S HEADquARTERS

uNc ASHEvIllE - EuREkA SAvINGS bANk

HOuSTON - ERbES REAlTy

DRAkE - ymcA

XAvIER - mcDONAlD’S

NORTHERN kENTucky - mENDOTA REpORTER

INDIANA - SullIvAN’S fOODS

kENNESAw STATE - vAESSEN bROS

IOwA - fIRST STATE INSuRANcE

kENT STATE - fIRST STATE bANk

TEXAS A&m - SpORTS N STuff

AubuRN - EuREkA SAvINGS bANk

IOwA STATE - SETcHEll AGENcy

pENN STATE - jc’S HEADquARTERS

mIAmI - mAzE lumbER

mISSISSIppI STATE/pITTSbuRGH - fINANcIAl pluS cREDIT uNION

TEXAS - fARmHOuSE DESIGNS

cOlGATE - mENDOTA REpORTER

MIDWEST

WEST

1102 Meriden St.
Mendota

815-539-9341

1102 Meriden St.
Mendota

815-539-9341

715 wASHINGTON ST.
mENDOTA, Il 61342
815-539-5651

715 wASHINGTON ST.
mENDOTA, Il 61342
815-539-5651

Hwy. 52 • SublETTE
815-849-5232 

OR 800-227-5203
www.vAESSENbROTHERS.cOm

Hwy. 52 • SublETTE
815-849-5232 

OR 800-227-5203
www.vAESSENbROTHERS.cOm

SPORTS-
N-STUFF
804 wASHINGTON ST. 

mENDOTA 
815-539-6354

1905 13th Avenue, MendotA

 815-539-3444 • www.finAnciAlplus.org

federAlly insured by ncuA.

1905 13th Avenue, MendotA

 815-539-3444 • www.finAnciAlplus.org

federAlly insured by ncuA.

810 wASHINGTON ST. 
 mENDOTA • (815) 538-5171

wEDNESDAy mEN’S DAy 
$14 mEN’S HAIRcuTS

JC’s
HEADQUARTERS

810 wASHINGTON ST. 
 mENDOTA • (815) 538-5171

wEDNESDAy mEN’S DAy 
$14 mEN’S HAIRcuTS

JC’s
HEADQUARTERS

815-535-6295
1922 Tower Rd. • PO Box 92

Sublette, IL 61367

Lori Erbes,
Managing Broker

GRI

815-535-6295
1922 Tower Rd. • PO Box 92

Sublette, IL 61367

Lori Erbes,
Managing Broker

GRI

When You Need A Tow, Call A Pro!

RAMER 
AUTOMOTIVE 

& TOWING
(815)539-5321

Paul, Matt, & Brendan Ramer
4266 East 4th • Mendota

300 wAlNuT ST. • pERu
815-223-7904

RT. 251 • mENDOTA
815-538-2900

IvymcA.cOm

SAVE THE DATE:

TRI COUNTY FAIR
Labor Day 

Weekend in 
Mendota

Sept. 1-4, 2023

Water Street
Peru, IL

815-223-1742
www.MazeLumber.com

391 North 38th Rd. 
Mendota 

Open Daily 9am-5pm

For all your banking needs:
• auto loans 
• Home loans

• and more

Five convenient locations:
• mendota

• Peru

• oglesby

• Wenona
• lasalle

2 mENDOTA lOcATIONS:
2701 12TH ST.
1503 13TH AvE.

391 North 38th Rd. 
Mendota 

Open Daily 9am-5pm 300 wAlNuT ST. • pERu
815-223-7904

RT. 251 • mENDOTA
815-538-2900

IvymcA.cOm

2 mENDOTA lOcATIONS:
2701 12TH ST.
1503 13TH AvE.

Water Street
Peru, IL

815-223-1742
www.MazeLumber.com

1108 Meriden St., Mendota
815-503-3853

SUBSCRIBE 
TODAY!

Call 
815-539-9396.
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Classified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

MENDOTA • EARLVILLE • LAMOILLE • TRIUMPH • TROY GROVE • SUBLETTE • COMPTON • WEST BROOKLYN • PAW PAW•LELAND•OHIO

INFORMATION
Office Hours:  
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. (Monday-
Friday)
Phone: 
815-539-9396
Fax: 
815-539-7862
Email: 
jgriffith@mendotareporter.
com
Address:
 703 Illinois Ave., Mendota
Mail: 
P.O. Box 300
Mendota IL 61342-0300

DEADLINES:
• Mondays at 10 a.m. to 
start in Wednesday Mendota 
Reporter
• Thursdays at 4 p.m. to start 
in Monday Money Saver

All classified marketplace 
line ads will appear in 
the following 7 print 
publications and on 5 high-
traffic newspaper websites:
• Rochelle News-Leader • 
Ogle County Life • Rochelle 
Shopping News • Ashton 
Gazette • Amboy News 
• Mendota Reporter • 
Mendota Money Saver

Call for pricing that starts 
at $32.99 for private 
party ads and $44.60 for 
commercial business ads 
and $15.99 for garage 
sale ads.

DISCLAIMER:
If your advertisement 
appears incorrectly, notify 
us immediately. We will not 
be responsible for more than 
one incorrect insertion, and 
will only credit customer for 
one insertion.

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF SALE OF 
TIMESHARE ESTATE 
OR ESTATES UNDER 
SECTION 10-50 OF 
THE ILLINOIS REAL 
ESTATE TIMESHARE 

ACT OF 1999
By virtue of 770 ILCS 
103/10-15 et. seq and 
in execution of certain 
mortgages on the time-
share estates given 
by the owners of the 
timeshare estates set 
forth below for breach 
of the conditions of said 
mortgages and for the 
purpose of foreclosing, 
the same will be sold 
at public auction start-
ing at 11 o’clock a.m. 
on March 28, 2023, 
at the east entrance 
of Etna Road Govern-
ment Complex, 707 
Etna Road, Ottawa, IL 
61350, being all and 
singular the premises 
described in said mort-
gages.
Each timeshare es-
tate is a 1.923% and/
or 0.9615% undivided 
interest (each, a “Unit”) 
as tenant-in-common at 
Fox River Resort, a va-
cation ownership proj-
ect in LaSalle County, 
Illinois, as per the re-
corded plat(s) thereof 
and according to the 
Amended and Restated 
Declaration of Restric-
tions, Covenants and 
Conditions recorded 
under File No. R2000-
31258 and any Sup-
plemental Declarations 
recorded in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds, 
LaSalle County, Illinois, 
as supplemented and 
amended from time 
to time (the “Declara-
tion”), together with the 
exclusive right to occu-
py the Unit during the 
designated Use Peri-
od Number(s), as said 
Use Period is defined 
in the Declaration, upon 
and subject to all of the 
terms, restrictions, cov-
enants, conditions and 
provisions in the Decla-
ration.
LILIANA GUTIERREZ, 
JOSE BELVIS AND 
LOURDES VAZQUEZ, 
5 RES VILLA DEL CA-
RIBE, PONCE, PUER-
TO RICO 00728, ac-
cording to the Mortgage 
dated August 02, 2013 
and recorded under 
File No. 2013 18531, 
in the Office of the Re-
corder of Deeds for 
LaSalle County, Illinois, 
on August 20, 2013, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0079O, Use Period 
Number(s) 37, Phase 2  
LILIANA GUTIERREZ, 
JOSE BELVIS AND 
LOURDES VAZQUEZ, 
5544 S NEVA AVE, 
CHICAGO, IL 60638, 
according to the Mort-
gage dated August 02, 
2013 and recorded 
under File No. 2013 
18531, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, Il-
linois, on August 20, 
2013, are the owners 
of the timeshare estate 
to be foreclosed, more 
particularly described 
as Unit No. 0079O, Use 
Period Number(s) 37, 
Phase 2
LILIANA GUTIERREZ, 
JOSE BELVIS AND 
LOURDES VAZQUEZ, 
5920 W 55TH ST APT 
104, CHICAGO, IL 
60638, according to the 
Mortgage dated August 
02, 2013 and recorded 
under File No. 2013 
18531, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, Il-
linois, on August 20, 
2013, are the owners 
of the timeshare estate 
to be foreclosed, more 
particularly described 
as Unit No. 0079O, Use 
Period Number(s) 37, 
Phase 2
PATRICIA COOPER 
and JOSEPH J COO-
PER, 8232 S PEORIA 
ST APT 2, CHICAGO, IL 
60620, according to the 
Mortgage dated April 
27, 2014 and record-

ed under File No. 2014 
09237, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, Illi-
nois, on May 20, 2014, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0415, Use Period 
Number(s) 19, Phase 7
JOYCE EVANS-CUR-
TIS and JOYCE EV-
ANS, 13314 S KED-
VALE AVE, ROBBINS, 
IL 60472, according 
to the Mortgage dat-
ed June 11, 2015 and 
recorded under File 
No. 2015 12185, in the 
Office of the Recorder 
of Deeds for LaSalle 
County, Illinois, on June 
30, 2015, are the own-
ers of the timeshare 
estate to be foreclosed, 
more particularly de-
scribed as Unit No. 
0095, Use Period Num-
ber(s) 31, Phase 2
JOYCE EVANS-CUR-
TIS and JOYCE EV-
ANS, 3300 HUDSON-
WOOD DR APT 1117, 
DENTON, TX 76208, 
according to the Mort-
gage dated June 11, 
2015 and recorded 
under File No. 2015 
12185, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, Illi-
nois, on June 30, 2015, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0095, Use Period 
Number(s) 31, Phase 2
VIOLET E MOR-
RELL, 605 E MAIN ST, 
STOCKBRIDGE, MI 
49285, according to the 
Mortgage dated May 
07, 2014 and record-
ed under File No. 2014 
09835, in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds 
for LaSalle County, Illi-
nois, on May 28, 2014, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0425, Use Period 
Number(s) 32, Phase 7
JESSICA STALLING, 
STARLEAN PASHA, 
IZONE PASHA, OLIVIA 
PASHA AND FAHEEM 
PASHA, 6776 CHAL-
LENGE LN, INDIANAP-
OLIS, IN 46250, ac-
cording to the Mortgage 
dated January 25, 2015 
and recorded under 
File No. 2015 02582, 
in the Office of the Re-
corder of Deeds for 
LaSalle County, Illinois, 
on February 10, 2015, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0139O, Use Period 
Number(s) 30, Phase 2
JESSICA STALLING, 
STARLEAN PASHA, 
IZONE PASHA, OLIVIA 
PASHA AND FAHEEM 
PASHA, 602 POPLAR 
ST, MICHIGAN CITY, 
IN 46360, according 
to the Mortgage dated 
January 25, 2015 and 
recorded under File 
No. 2015 02582, in the 
Office of the Recorder 
of Deeds for LaSal-
le County, Illinois, on 
February 10, 2015, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0139O, Use Period 
Number(s) 30, Phase 2
JESSICA STALLING, 
STARLEAN PASHA, 
IZONE PASHA, OLIVIA 
PASHA AND FAHEEM 
PASHA, 331 WALKER 
ST, MICHIGAN CITY, 
IN 46360, according 
to the Mortgage dated 
January 25, 2015 and 
recorded under File 
No. 2015 02582, in the 
Office of the Recorder 
of Deeds for LaSal-
le County, Illinois, on 
February 10, 2015, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0139O, Use Period 
Number(s) 30, Phase 2
JESSICA STALLING, 
STARLEAN PASHA, 
IZONE PASHA, OLIVIA 
PASHA AND FAHEEM 
PASHA, 510 S 28TH 
ST, SOUTH BEND, 
IN 46615, according 
to the Mortgage dated 
January 25, 2015 and 

recorded under File 
No. 2015 02582, in the 
Office of the Recorder 
of Deeds for LaSal-
le County, Illinois, on 
February 10, 2015, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0139O, Use Period 
Number(s) 30, Phase 2  
JESSICA STALLING, 
STARLEAN PASHA, 
IZONE PASHA, OLIVIA 
PASHA AND FAHEEM 
PASHA, 515 E 8TH 
ST, MICHIGAN CITY, 
IN 46360, according 
to the Mortgage dated 
January 25, 2015 and 
recorded under File 
No. 2015 02582, in the 
Office of the Recorder 
of Deeds for LaSal-
le County, Illinois, on 
February 10, 2015, 
are the owners of the 
timeshare estate to be 
foreclosed, more partic-
ularly described as Unit 
No. 0139O, Use Period 
Number(s) 30, Phase 2
TERMS OF SALE:  
At the time and loca-
tion noted above, the 
timeshare estates list-
ed above will be sold 
at public auction to 
the highest bidder for 
cash.  The timeshare 
estates will be sold in 
individual lots unless 
there are no individual 
bidders, in which case, 
they may be sold as 
a group.  In the event 
the holder of the mort-
gages or its authorized 
agent is the purchaser 
of one or more of the 
timeshare estates, the 
holder of the mortgages 
or its authorized agent 
may offset against the 
purchase price of the 
timeshare estate(s) an 
amount equal to all or 
a portion of the amount 
due under the mort-
gage(s) (and thus, cred-
it bid).
Other terms may be an-
nounced at the public 
auction. 
Silverleaf Resorts, LLC, 
A Texas Limited Liability 
Company
By: Deborah A. Quirk
Its:  Agent
No. 0302
(March 8, 15 and 22, 
2023

NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby 
given that on February 
24, 2023 a certificate 
was filed in the Office 
of the County Clerk of 
LaSalle County, Illinois, 
setting forth the names 
and post-office ad-
dresses of all persons 
owning, conducting and 
transacting the busi-
ness known as Ricci’s 
Auto located at 232 S. 
Clark Street, Utica,  IL. 
61373.
Dated: February 24, 
2023. Richard L. Ricci 
Applicant.
No. 0305
(March 8, 15 and 22, 
2023)

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF 

THIRTEENTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

LA SALLE COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS

ESTATE OF   
)
)
Theresa M. Myers,
)
Deceased
Case No. 2023-PR-34
)
)

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given of the 
death of Theresa M. 
Myers of Mendota, Illi-
nois.  Letters of Office 
were issued on Feb-
ruary 17, 2023 to Mar-
garet Halbmaier of 905 
Monroe Street, Mendo-
ta, IL 61342 and Patrick 
Myers of 4463 E. 1st 
Rd., Mendota, IL 61342 
whose attorney is Guil-
foyle & Stevenson, LLP, 
1316 Meriden Street, 
Mendota, IL 61342.
Claims against the es-
tate may be filed in the 
Office of the LaSalle 
County Circuit Clerk, 
Probate Division, LaSal-
le County Courthouse, 
Ottawa, IL 61350, or 
with the representative, 
or both, on or before 
September 15, 2023.  If 

a claim notice is mailed 
or delivered personal-
ly to a creditor of the 
decedent, the creditor’s 
claim may be filed on 
or before the date stat-
ed in the notice, if later 
than the date shown 
above.  Any claim not 
filed within the time al-
lowed is barred.
Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to 
the Representative and 
to the Attorney with-
in ten days after it has 
been filed.
No. 0306
(March 8, 15 and 22, 
2023)

NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby 
given that on February 
21, 2023 a certificate 
was filed in the Office 
of the County Clerk of 
LaSalle County, Illinois, 
setting forth the names 
and post-office ad-
dresses of all persons 
owning, conducting and 
transacting the busi-
ness known as Salinas 
Mexican Food located 
at 1001 4th Avenue, 
Mendota,  IL. 61342.
Dated: February 21, 
2023. Raul Salinas Ap-
plicant.
No. 0307
(March 8, 15 and 22, 
2023)

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 
THIRTEENTH 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
LASALLE COUNTY, 

OTTAWA, IL
PROBATE DIVISION

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF 
)
)  
NORMA J. SCHWAM-
BERGER, 
DECEASED.  )
NO. 2023-PR-000029

CLAIM NOTICE 
Notice is given of the 
death of Norma J. 
Schwamberger on Au-
gust 1, 2022, whose 
address was 303 Gar-
field Road, LaSalle, IL 
61301, Letters of Office 
were issued February 
17, 2023 to Hometown 
National Bank, 260 
Bucklin Street, LaSalle, 
IL 61301, as Indepen-
dent Administrator, who 
attorneys are Schwe-
ickert Ganassin Krzak 
Rundio, LLP, 2101 Mar-
quette Road, Peru, IL 
61354.
The estate will be ad-
ministered without 
Court Supervision, un-
less under Section 28-4 
of the Probate Act of 
1975 (755 ILCS 5/28-4) 
any interested person 
terminates independent 
administration at any 
time by mailing or deliv-
ering a petition to termi-
nate to the Circuit Court 
Clerk. Claims against 
the estate may be filed 
in the Office of Clerk of 
the Circuit Court, 119 
W. Madison Street, Ot-
tawa, Illinois, or with the 
representative within 
six (6) months of the 
first publication of this 
notice, any claim not 
filed within that period 
is barred. Copies of a 
claim filed with the Cir-
cuit Court Clerk must 
be mailed or delivered 
to the representative 
and to the attorney, if 
any, within 10 days after 
it has been filed with the 
Circuit Court Clerk. 
Heirs and Legatees are 
hereby further given no-
tice of their rights: (1) to 
a copy of all documents 
of record, by request 
directed to the Clerk of 
the Court or to the Ex-
ecutor c/o counsel list-
ed below; (2) to petition 
the Court within 42 days 
of admission of the will 
to probate to require 
proof of the Will by tes-
timony of the witnesses 
to the Will or other ev-
idence; (3) to contest 
the validity of the Will by 
filing a petition within 6 
months after admission 
of the Will to probate; 
and (4) to petition to ter-
minate independent ad-
mission and/or to hold a 
hearing to resolve any 
question that may arise 
during independent ad-
ministration; and (5) to 

question or object to 
any item included in or 
omitted from an inven-
tory or account, or to 
require same. These 
rights are more fully 
set forth in the Illinois 
Probate Act, 755 ILCS 
5/28-1 et seq. All filings 
are to be electronically 
submitted, with copy to 
the undersigned, unless 
electronic filing is ex-
cused for cause shown.
E-filing is now manda-
tory for documents in 
civil cases with limited 
exceptions. To e-file, 
you must first create an 
account with an e-filing 
service provider. Visit 
https://efile.illinoiscorts.
gov/service-providers.
htm to learn more and 
to select a service pro-
vider. If you need addi-
tional help or have trou-
ble e-filing, visit https://
www.illinoiscourts.gov/
FAQ/gethelp.asp.
Dated: February 24, 
2023 
Greg Vaccaro
LaSalle County Circuit 
Clerk
Ottawa, IL 61350
Schweickert Ganassin 
Krzak Rundio, LLP
2101 Marquette Road
Peru, IL 61354
TEL: 815.223.0177
EMAIL: djs@ganassin.
com
No. 0308
(March 8, 15 and 22, 
2023)

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 
THIRTEENTH 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
LASALLE COUNTY, 

OTTAWA, IL
PROBATE DIVISION

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF 
)
)  
MICHELE M. WATERS, 
DECEASED
)
NO. 2022-PR-166

CLAIM NOTICE 
Notice is given to cred-
itors of the death of 
Michele M. Waters, of 
LaSalle Illinois. Letters 
of Office were issued 
on September 15, 
2022, to  Zachary Wa-
ters, of Fairfield, CA, 
as INDEPENDENT AD-
MINISTRATOR, whose 
Attorneys of record are 
SCHWEICKERT LAW 
GROUP, LLC, 2101 
MARQUETTE ROAD, 
PERU, IL 61354.
Claims against the es-
tate may be e-filed in 
the Office of the Circuit 
Clerk, Probate Division, 
LaSalle County Court-
house, 119 W. Madison 
Street, Ottawa, IL, or 
with the Representa-
tive, or both, within 6 
months from the date 
of the first publication of 
this Notice. If the claim 
notice is personally 
mailed or delivered to 
a creditor of the above 
estate, the claim must 
be filed in the above 
entitled cause within 3 
months from the date 
of mailing or delivery, 
whichever is later. Any 
claims not filed within 
the above periods are 
barred. 
E-filing is now manda-
tory for documents in 
civil cases with limited 
exceptions. To e-file, 
you must first create an 
account with an e-filing 
service provider. Visit 
https://efile.illinoiscorts.
gov/service-providers.
htm to learn more and 
to select a service pro-
vider. If you need addi-
tional help or have trou-
ble e-filing, visit https://
www.illinoiscourts.gov/
FAQ/gethelp.asp. 
Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to 
the Representative and 
to the Attorney within 10 
days after it has been 
filed. 
The estate will be ad-
ministered without court 
supervision, unless 
under Section 5/28-4 
of the Probate Act (Ill. 
Compiled Stat. 1992, 
Ch. 758, par. 5/28-4) 
any interested person 
terminates independent 
administration at any 
time by mailing or deliv-
ering a petition to termi-
nate to the Circuit Clerk.  

Claims against the es-
tate may be filed with 
the Office of the Circuit 
Clerk, Probate Division, 
LaSalle County Circuit 
Clerk, 119 W. Madison 
Street, Ottawa, IL or 
with the representative, 
or both,  or, if mailing 
or delivery of a notice 
from the representative 
is required by Section 
5/18-3 of the Probate 
Act, the date stated in 
that notice.  Any claims 
not filed on or before 6 
months from the first 
publication of this notice 
are barred.
Dated: September 15, 
2022
Greg Vaccaro
LaSalle County Circuit 
Clerk
Ottawa, IL 61350
No. 0311
(March 15, 22 and 29, 
2023)

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 
THIRTEENTH 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
LASALLE COUNTY, 

OTTAWA, IL
PROBATE DIVISION

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF 
)
)  
ROBERT E. WATERS, 
DECEASED
)
NO. 2022-PR-167

CLAIM NOTICE 
Notice is given to cred-
itors of the death of 
Robert E. Waters, of 
LaSalle Illinois. Letters 
of Office were issued 
on September 13, 
2022, to  Zachary Wa-
ters, of Fairfield, CA, 
as INDEPENDENT AD-
MINISTRATOR, whose 
Attorneys of record are 
SCHWEICKERT LAW 
GROUP, LLC, 2101 
MARQUETTE ROAD, 
PERU, IL 61354.
Claims against the es-
tate may be e-filed in 
the Office of the Circuit 
Clerk, Probate Division, 
LaSalle County Court-
house, 119 W. Madison 
Street, Ottawa, IL, or 
with the Representa-
tive, or both, within 6 
months from the date 
of the first publication of 
this Notice. If the claim 
notice is personally 
mailed or delivered to 
a creditor of the above 
estate, the claim must 
be filed in the above 
entitled cause within 3 
months from the date 
of mailing or delivery, 
whichever is later. Any 
claims not filed within 
the above periods are 
barred. 
E-filing is now manda-
tory for documents in 
civil cases with limited 
exceptions. To e-file, 
you must first create an 
account with an e-filing 
service provider. Visit 
https://efile.illinoiscorts.
gov/service-providers.
htm to learn more and 
to select a service pro-
vider. If you need addi-
tional help or have trou-
ble e-filing, visit https://
www.illinoiscourts.gov/
FAQ/gethelp.asp. 
Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to 
the Representative and 
to the Attorney within 10 
days after it has been 
filed. 
The estate will be ad-
ministered without court 
supervision, unless 
under Section 5/28-4 
of the Probate Act (Ill. 
Compiled Stat. 1992, 
Ch. 758, par. 5/28-4) 
any interested person 
terminates independent 
administration at any 
time by mailing or deliv-
ering a petition to termi-
nate to the Circuit Clerk.  
Claims against the es-
tate may be filed with 
the Office of the Circuit 
Clerk, Probate Division, 
LaSalle County Circuit 
Clerk, 119 W. Madison 
Street, Ottawa, IL or 
with the representative, 
or both,  or, if mailing 
or delivery of a notice 
from the representative 
is required by Section 
5/18-3 of the Probate 
Act, the date stated in 
that notice.  Any claims 
not filed on or before 6 
months from the first 
publication of this notice 

are barred.
Dated:  September 13, 
2022
Greg Vaccaro
LaSalle County Circuit 
Clerk
Ottawa, IL 61350
No. 0312
(March 15, 22 and 29, 
2023)

An �Advertising �Proverb

When Mark Twain was editing a newspaper in 
Missouri, one of his subscribers wrote in, 
saying that he had found �a spider in his 

newspaper and wondered whether �it was a 
sign of good or bad luck.

Twain’s response: ‘‘Finding a spider is neither 
good luck nor bad. �The spider was merely 
looking over our newspaper �to see which 

merchant was not advertising,
so that �he could go to that store, spin his web 

across the door, �and lead a life of
undisturbed peace ever afterward.’’
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

MENDOTA • EARLVILLE • LAMOILLE • TRIUMPH • TROY GROVE • SUBLETTE • COMPTON • WEST BROOKLYN • PAW PAW•LELAND•OHIO

Ally Financing and 
GMF Financing or Leasing

* Plus Tax, title and license. Rebates applied. 
Subject to credit approval.

HIGHWAY 52 
SUBLETTE, IL 

www.vaessenbrothers.com

(815) 849-5232
1-800-227-5203

QUALITY USED CARS, TRUCKS, SUV’S & VANS

2021 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab, Long Box, 
LT, 4x4, 99K Miles, Red.................$37,900
2019 Chevrolet K-1500 Crew, LT 4x4, 85K 
Miles, White...................................$31,900
2019 Chevy 1500 Dbl Cab RST, 4WD, 
Z71, Gray.......................................$28,900
2018 GMC Sierra 1500 Crew Cab, 4X4, 
SLT, 103K Miles, Blue....................$29,000 

2018 Chevrolet Traverse Premier, AWD, 
Sunroof, 79K Miles, Black.............$28,900
2016 K-1500 Crew LT 4x4, Z-71, Leather, 
64K Miles.......................................$29,900
2016 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab LT Z71, 128K 
Miles, Red......................................$23,900
2012 Ram 1500 Reg Cab Sport Hemi, 
4WD, Black....................................$14,900

2021 Chevrolet K-1500, Crew LTZ, 4x4 Z71, 
31K Miles, Silver..................................$49,900
2021 Chevrolet K-1500, Crew LT 4x4 Z71, 
Leather, 39K Miles, Maroon...............$42,900

2020 Chevrolet Suburban, 4x4, LT , Loaded, 
65K Miles, Blue.....................................$46,900
2018 Chevy K-1500 Crew, 4x4 High Country, 
Loaded, 74K Miles, Black...................$41,900

2020 Chevy Suburban 4x4 LT, Blue, GM-Certified, 1-owner, Local Trade, Sunroof, 
Leather Interior, Heated Seats, Media Player and More! 

2020 Chevy Suburban 4x4 LT

$46,900

APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT: 
MENDOTA 

1 & 2 Bedrooms, 
Appliances, A/C. 
779-201-0532
815-498-2262.

MENDOTA - 2 bedroom  
apartments available now.  

Rent is based on 30% of adjusted 
gross income and includes water,  

sewer & garbage pickup.  
On site laundry, major appliances, 

off street parking.  
Please call 1-800-686-5576.  

 This institution is an
 Equal Opportunity Provider. 
Equal Housing Opportunity.

2 Bedroom
Stove, Refrigerator, 

Water, Sewer &  
Garbage included.

$625.00/Month
Deposit &  

Reference Required.

815-440-5086

IN 
COMPTON

Downtown upstairs studio 
apartment for rent $450,  

includes water and garbage, 
stove and refrigerator. 

Deposit Required-call 815-910-7011

FIRST STATE BANK has a career opportunity for a 
Controller at its Mendota office.  The Controller will 
provide support to the Chief Financial Officer with day-
to-day accounting operations.  The Controller is respon-
sible for overseeing the Accounting department.  Duties 
include compiling financial reports based on financial 
statements and implementing policies and procedures 
for financial reporting, as well as overseeing and pre-
paring monthly financial, liquidity and capital reports.  
This person will be responsible for the preparation of 
quarterly, annual and other regulatory reports.  They 
will act as a liaison for FDIC, internal and external ex-
aminations.
Education:  
• Bachelor’s degree in Accounting or Finance
• 5+ years Controller experience in a banking/financial 
environment
• CPA preferred
• Proficient in accounting 
• Extensive knowledge of Microsoft Office, specifically 
in Excel and Fiserv (Preferred)
• Confident, professional demeanor and ability to main-
tain composure in a busy environment

First State Bank offers a competitive compensation and 
benefits package.  

Apply online at www.firststatebank.biz or email your 
resume to humanresource@firststatebank.biz or mail to 
First State Bank, Attn: HR Department,719 Washington 
Street, Mendota, IL 61342

Equal Opportunity Employer/Veterans/Disabled
03152023

Mendota
MULTIPLE 

Garages for Rent
815-539-3747

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113 113 
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119 119 
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

FURMANS Lawn 
Care and Tree Work. 
Mowing, bushes, spring 
clean up, weeding 
and much more. Call 
Jeremy Furman 815-
761-9619. Please leave 
a message will return 
call ASAP. Fully insured, 
in business since 1999. 
Servicing Rochelle and 
surrounding areas.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
its care.

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail .
com

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 815-
562-4171 (8AM-NOON 
ONLY) Rochelle News 
Leader.  

FOR SALE Sterling 
silver spoons. Snow 
White & The Seven 
Dwarfs - $35.00. Six 
Easter designs - $12.00 
each. Call 815-246-
9593. (03-20-23)

315 315 
WANTED TO BUYWANTED TO BUY

Wanted to Buy Older 
Comic Books. 815-481-
4922. (03-15-23)

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

601 601 
VEHICLES FOR SALEVEHICLES FOR SALE

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR RENTAPARTMENTS FOR RENT

701 701 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

515 515 
GARAGES FOR RENTGARAGES FOR RENT
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