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Editor’s note: The Amboy 
News will be publishing a 
series of articles on veterans 
who served during World 
War II. These heroes are part 
of Amboy’s history and it is 
our honor to publish these 
articles so you can learn 
about their service to our 
country. This article was 
researched by Jack Mead and 
Tom Dempsey, and written by 
Dempsey.

2Lt. Marshall 
Watts Bunnell

A Look Back At Amboy Area Heroes 
Who Served During World War II

Marshall Bun-
nell was born 
April 16, 1923 

to Elwin and Lydia Osborn 
Bunnell, residing at 605 N. 

Ottawa in Dixon. Elwin 
was a successful partner in 
an established law firm in 
Dixon, and in 1934 ran for 
election as a Lee County 
Judge. Marshall and his three 
siblings enjoyed the bless-
ings of growing up in a small 
midwestern town, including 
their swimming lessons in 
the Rock River from another 
Dixon boy, Ronald Reagan, 

who would go on to become 
the 40th President of the Unit-
ed States. If life was idyllic 
for this family it would soon 
take a tragic turn. In 1941, 
four months after Marshall’s 
graduation from Dixon High 
School, his parents were 
killed in an auto accident 
while traveling in Tennessee. 
Later that same year, the Unit-
ed States would enter World 
War II, changing the course 

of life for the Bunnell family 
and all Americans.

In June of 1942, while 
enrolled as a college student, 
Marshall registered for the 
military draft. By December 
of that year, he had enlisted 
in the U.S. Army in Chicago, 
joining the Army Air Force as 
a Private. After completion of 
his training for the air service, 
Marshall achieved the rank of 
Second Lieutenant, and was 

assigned to the 318th Fighter 
Group, 333rd Fighter Squad-
ron, 7th Air Force. On April 
16, 1944, Marshall married 
Lorraine Diesness in Jack-
son, Arkansas. A year later, 
while on duty in the Pacific, 
Marshall would learn of the 
birth of his son, also named 
Marshall.

See BUNNELL page A3

Tornados, high winds hit area
B Y  B R A N D O N 

LACHANCE
Amboy News Reporter
AMBOY – At 7:10 p.m., 

on Friday, March 31, a 
tornado touched down at 
Woodhaven Lakes on High-
way 52 between Sublette and 
Amboy. 

When it first surfaced, the 
tornado was an EF-2 with 
peak winds of 115 miles per 
hour. Its path reached 7.2 
miles and was 150 yards in 
diameter.

The tornado produced 
substantial and concentrated 
tree and power line damage 
along many roadways in-
cluding Highway 52. Trees 
were snapped at the base of 
their trunks, silos were blown 
over or blown in, and a few 
houses and barns were de-
molished. Travel trailers and 
park models in Woodhaven 
Lakes also suffered damage.

An EF-1 tornado rating 
was given to a funnel cloud 
spotted in West Brooklyn. 

Before the tornado ended 
at 7:17 p.m., downtown 
West Brooklyn underwent 
damage to First State Bank, 
and a few other buildings. 
The roof was torn off of the 
bank, and the branch will be 
closed for the foreseeable 
future as they repair the roof.

Mendota experienced 
winds of 80 miles per hour 
and damage on the south side 
of town but did not withstand 
a tornado.

Friday evening, 12 tor-
nados were confirmed in 
northern Illinois and In-
diana including Amboy, 
West Brooklyn, Machesney 
Park, Davis Junction, Poplar 
Grove, Wellington, Stock-
land, Lombard, and Addison 
in Illinois, as well as, Oxford, 
Fowler, and Remington 
Indiana.

Pictured is the building next to the West Brooklyn post office.
Courtesy photo

The roof was torn off of the First State Bank branch in West Brooklyn, and 
the branch will be closed for the foreseeable future as they repair the roof.

Courtesy photo

The tornado produced substantial and concentrated tree and power line damage along many roadways including Highway 52. Trees were snapped at 
the base of their trunks, silos were blown over or blown in, and a few houses and barns were demolished.

Courtesy photos

Pictured right, travel 
trailers and park models 
in Woodhaven Lakes also 
suffered damage from the 
EF-2 tornado.

Courtesy photos

BY BRANDON LACHANCE
Amboy News Reporter
AMBOY – The Cliff Walter Memorial 

bench will have a visitor during Easter week-
end as the Easter Bunny will make a special 
appearance to see the kids in the community 
take the run around Amboy City Park to look 
for Easter eggs.

The Easter Bunny will be ready for photos 
from 1:30-1:50 p.m. and the Lions Club Cliff 
Walter Memorial Easter Egg Hunt will began 
at 2 p.m., Saturday, April 8.

The Lions Club Easter event has been held 
for approximately 40 years. This year there 
is a noticeable change.

“This year we are doing it a little different 
because we’re not going to use real eggs. We 
have always dyed real eggs and hid them in 
the park. Now we’re going to plastic eggs,” 
said Jim Travi, the Lions Club member and 
public relations director. “Part of the reason 
was the cost of the eggs because a couple of 

weeks ago eggs were over $6 for a dozen.
“Most Easter egg hunts in the area have 

already went to plastic eggs, so we’re catching 
up to them. The kids always liked the real ones 
but times are changing,” Travi said.

Each egg will have candy inside.
For each of the different age groups there 

are three prize eggs, which will include a 
cash prize.

“The horn will sound at 2 p.m. and the 
kids will take off,” Travi said. “To get the 
eggs and the candy, put the candy in the eggs, 
and hide the eggs at the park, we’re talking 
about a couple hours. It takes over an hour 
to just hide the eggs.

“The kids find every egg in about five 
minutes. Once the horn blows they’re like 
a vacuum.”

Amboy Lions to hold annual Cliff Walter Memorial Easter Egg Hunt

The Easter Bunny will be ready for photos from 1:30-1:50 p.m. and the Lions Club Cliff 
Walter Memorial Easter Egg Hunt will began at 2 p.m., Saturday, April 8.

Amboy News file photo
See EASTER page A3
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The Catholic 
Parishes of 

St. Patrick, Amboy, 
St. Flannen, 
Harmon and 

St. Mary, Walton 
invite you to 

celebrate Holy Week 
and Easter with us.

Holy Thursday, April 6th
    † St. Patrick, Amboy –  

Mass of the Lord’s Supper, 7:00 p.m. 
    † St. Patrick, Amboy Silent Adoration of the 

Blessed Sacrament 8:00-Midnight          
(Without Exposition) 

Good Friday, April 7th 
    † St. Patrick, Amboy -  

Veneration of the Cross, 3:00 p.m.
    † St. Patrick, Amboy –  

Confessions 4:30 p.m. - 5:15 p.m.
    † St. Patrick, Amboy -  

Stations of the Cross, 5:30 p.m.

Holy Saturday, April 8th 
    † St.  Patrick, Amboy – 

Easter Vigil Mass, 8:00 p.m.

Easter Sunday, April 9th 
    † St. Flannen, Harmon – 

Easter Mass, 7:30 a.m.  
    † St. Patrick, Amboy – 

Easter Mass, 8:00 a.m.
    † St. Mary, Walton – 
Easter Mass, 9:00 a.m.

    † St. Patrick, Amboy – 
Easter Mass, 10:30 a.m.

03292023

AMBOY — A tradition started in 1997 to honor a loved 
ones memory by naming a street for one year after that person 
is being done again this year. 

The A.C.O. is taking sealed bids to name the street north 
of the business district until April 20, 2023. The sign will be 
hung on May 1 and remain there for one year. The sign will 
then be given to the successful bidder. 

Currently the street is named after Bill and Lillie Kant. 
Previous honorees were Makenzies Way, Cliff and Pat 

Weller, Allen Zip Sensenig, Bob and Mary Welty, Avery 
Lovgren  Jake Metzen, Gary Hart, Howard and Ruth Shaw, 
Douglas Blaine, Louis Grasser, Doug Antoine, Dave Yentzer, 
James “Mort” Hinkle, James Mead, Bob Smith, Lisa Nauman, 
Dave Payne, Dale Etheridge, Elmer “Rocky” Sensenig, Arnie 
Stahr, Bob Machen and Jeff “Bodine” Bonnell. 

The money raised will be given to the Pankhurst Memorial 
Library. The minimum bid is $200 and will be accepted at 
the Amboy City Hall.

Bids being accepted 
for naming the street

Students at Teen Turf, Amboy, accept the Books by the Bushel donation from the Lee 
County Farm Bureau Foundation.

Photo submitted  

B Y  B R A N D O N 
LACHANCE

Amboy News Reporter
MENDOTA – Teen Turf 

received a gift.
A gift in the shape of 

books as the Lee County 
Farm Bureau Foundation 
delivered its Books by the 
Bushel donation to Teen 
Turf.

“These books are very 
important. That’s what we’re 
all about, kids bettering 
themselves and doing the 
best that they can in school,” 
said Eileen Piper, director of 
Teen Turf. “The kids love it. 
It keeps them encouraged 
to read. The Farm Bureau 
does so much for the 4-H 

programs and to have them 
reach out to us is amazing.”

“The Farm Bureau picked 
out the books and it’s pretty 

cool. My sister (Mary Kath-
ryn Stenzel) is a master gar-
dener. A few of the books they 
can use for that program. It’s 

cool that we can share books 
with other programs and other 
organizations. 

Teen Turf awarded Bushel of Books

See BOOKS page A4

Sunday, April 9
Easter Worship at 10 a.m.

Everyone is welcome Everyone is welcome 
to attend.to attend.

  
Children’s church Children’s church 

and nursery providedand nursery provided..

UNITED FIRST CHURCHUNITED FIRST CHURCH
East Main and Jefferson Streets, Amboy, IL 61310East Main and Jefferson Streets, Amboy, IL 61310
www.unitedfirstchurch.org • Pastor Mark Glenn www.unitedfirstchurch.org • Pastor Mark Glenn 

815-440-0745815-440-0745

See our website: www.elzarapemendota.com
1206 13th Ave., Mendota |  (815) 539-5985

Sunday, April 9
10 a.m.-2 p.m.

$15.00 per person 
Children age 10 and under 

$10.00
Reservations Welcomed

Walk-In Welcomed
Table Side Omelets

Closing at 3 p.m.

Easter Sunday Brunch!Easter Sunday Brunch!

03
27

20
23

Amboy Depot  Days 
Car  Show Commit tee 
Treasurer Ginger Daniels, 
right, presents a check 
for $500 to Rich Frye and 
Joe Richardson of the Lee 
County Volunteers Corp. 
The Amboy Depot Days Car 
Show Committee will be 
donating more than $40,000 
to local organizations this 
year.
Tonja Greenfield/Amboy News 

DEPOT DAYS 
DONATION - LEE 

COUNTY 
VOLUNTEERS

The Amboy News has 
relocated our physical office.

Our new physical address will 
be 703 Illinois Ave., Mendota. 
We will be sharing an office 
with The Mendota Reporter.

With this move, our office will 
be open Monday-Friday, 

from 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Our phone number will remain 

the same - 815-857-2311. 

This move will allow us to 
provide better customer 

service to our subscribers and 
advertisers.

The Amboy News will 
continue to publish each week 
and our subscribers should not 
see any disruption in delivery.

We will still have a dropbox 
where items may be left for us 

to pick up.
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Serving the Heart of Lee County Since 1854
Tonja Greenfield, Publisher

Published weekly on Wednesday by The Amboy News,
703 Illinois Ave., Mendota, IL 61342

Phone: 815-857-2311         
Periodicals postage paid at Amboy, IL

Publication Number USPS 016820
POSTMASTER: Send address change to:

The Amboy News, PO Box 162, Amboy IL 61310
Subscriptions: $46.00 yearly in Lee,  

LaSalle and Bureau counties. 
$50.00 yearly elsewhere in the United States.

Display Advertising Deadline: 10 a.m. Monday
Classified Advertising Deadline: 10 a.m. Monday

All Editorial Deadline: noon  Friday
Letters Policy: The Amboy News encourages letters 

from readers on current issues. Letters should be  
brief and must be signed, with a street address and day-

time telephone number for verification purposes. 
The newspaper reserves the right to publish, edit,  

condense, revise or reject any submissions.

Local Remodeling  
& Home Repair

Call us for a free estimate for all your  
general contracting needs 

815-780-0259 | Craftworkscustomhomes@yahoo.com

Craftworks Custom 
Homes

• Roofing
• Siding

• Decks
• Additions

Dan Truckenbrod

02152023

GREEN RIVER 
CHIROPRACTIC
Dr. Colin Baker, D.C. - CCSP®

Kids - Family - Athletes - Auto Accidents - Worker’s Comp

Keep your health flowing with chiropractic care!

AMBOY
815-857-2125

SUBLETTE
815-849-5219

LAMOILLE
815-638-2171

• Auto 
• Home 
• Farm

• Crop
• Life
• Health

Give us a call today!

Whatever your insurance need, we 
have the right policy for you!

01
17

20
22

Our Family Protecting Your FamilyOur Family Protecting Your Family

• Business 
• Vacation Home

The 318th Fighter Group 
spent two and a half years 
based at Hickam Field in 
Hawaii before moving to the 
front in June, 1944 where it 
supported U.S. invasions of 
Saipan, Tinian, and Guam. 
For the next 10 months, the 
group supported fighting on 
all three islands and also 
escorted American bombers 
attacking Japanese bases on 
other South Pacific islands. 
In April of 1945, the 318th 
group moved to the Ryukyu 
Islands, based at an airfield 
on le Shima, a tiny island 
recently seized from Japa-
nese forces and located off 
the coast of Okinawa. From 

April through June, American 
soldiers, sailors and marines 
were engaged in a 51 day 
battle for the island of Oki-
nawa, one which would cost 
over 12,000 American lives. 

From July 10-15, the U.S. 
Navy launched “Task Force 
38” using 14 aircraft carriers 
to attack the Japanese home-
land in a series of strikes on 
airfields, shipping vessels, 
and military bases. The 318th 
Fighters were used in support 
of this operation. Though 
we do not know the exact 
mission of 2Lt. Bunnell, we 
know that he was officially 
reported missing in action at 
Kagoshima, Japan on July 

10th, having flown out of le 
Shima that day.

When World War II of-
ficially ended less than one 
month after Marshall’s fate-
ful flight, no trace of the 
wreckage had been found. 
To this date, the U.S. Defense 
Department’s POW/MIA 
Accounting Agency lists 
2Lt. Marshall W. Bunnell 
as “missing in action, unac-
counted for”.

On Aug. 2, 1947, friends 
and family held a memorial 
service for Marshall at the 
Oakwood Cemetery in Dix-
on, where a monument lies 
in honor of his sacrifice. His 
name appears in the Courts 

of the Missing at the National 
Cemetery of the Pacific in 
Honolulu. The life of 2Lt. 
Marshall Watts Bunnell was 
brief but meaningful, and he 
is honored forever by all who 
remember him.

Citations:
Purple Heart
Air Medal
World War II Victory 

Medal
American Campaign 

Medal
Army Presidential Unit 

Citation
Army Good Conduct 

Medal
Asiatic-Pacific Campaign 

Medal

BUNNELL continued from page A1

Aerobics
We will be having Aerobics on Tuesday and Thursday. 

Everyone is invited to gather at Teen Turf these days at 10 
a.m. for group chair exercises and walking. They have a 
great time together.  

Fish Fry
Thank you to everyone who bought a ticket and gave tips, 

made cookies, prepared food, and served it. Special thanks 
to these folks: Mike Girton, Larry Piper, Donna Wellman, 
Scott, Tammy and Brooklyn Strub, Dan and Laurie Nauman 
and Thrivent Financial, Sandy Draper, Jon Draper, Thomas 
family, Barb Harrison, Janine Huffman, Shelli Bump, Amboy 
City Workers, Dave Montez, Greg Girton, Bonny and Bob 
Faivre, Michael and Matthew Farrar, Patrick Jones, Anony-
mous Donor; Kathy Kessel, Dennis & Brooke Weidman, Mary 
Kathryn Stenzel, Mark and Veronica Grossman, Pete Rood, 
Parents of Afterschool children; Candy Robinson; Gabby 
Down, Eileen Piper; Anthony Linder, Cordia Asencio, Nate 
Piper, Jillian Rieskamp, Michael Cagle, Brad Dimwiddie, 
John Ruiz, Marty Bartelt, Lila and Liam Rieskamp, Addison 
Bump, Jax Richardson, and Kai Vaupel. Thank you to our 
community.

Draw Down
May 6 is the Drive-Thru Dinner from 4 to 6 p.m. and the 

live drawing at 7 p.m. on Facebook. Our online Auction will 
be on Air Auctioneer again starting noon on Thursday, April 
27 through May 4 ending at 8 p.m. Cost is $50 per ticket. 
If you would like to donate a basket or a gift certificate, 
please contact us at 815-857-4800, email teenturf@yahoo.
com, or message us through Facebook. If you would like to 
purchase a ticket, please see Eileen Piper, Pam Thomas, or 
any of our board members-Barb Harrison, Mark Grossman, 
Shelli Bump, Janine and Scott Huffman, Trese McNinch, 
and Kimberly Watley.  

Thank You’s
We are always grateful to those that help us in our endeavor 

to help the community: HEA Association for the monetary 
donation; Marvin Spears for changing the tire; Dan and Laura 
Dickinson for the monetary donation; Bill and Pam Weir 
for the monetary donation; Enel for the monetary donation; 
Bump family for the toys and thank you to Kiera and Ellie 
from Impact, who did an amazing job.  

Special thanks to these people who donated money in 
memory of Dean Stephenitch:  Larry Irvine Sales; Wilma 
Gascoigne; Susan Kerr; Donna Wellman; Nancy and Terry 
Leffelman; Gordon and Joy Meyer; Sandy Draper; Deb and Art 
Albee; Woodhaven Association and Hugh and Susan McCoy. 

Needs
Granola Bars 

Final Note
Father, our faithful Creator, help us to continually remem-

ber You are in control. When we are anxious about all the 
changes at work, remind us that we are in the palm of your 
hand. May your grace and gentleness flow over us, teaching 
us to be flexible and to peacefully adapt to change. When 
we must learn new skills or new procedures, remind us not 
to be anxious. When deadlines change or a project needs to 
be rearranged, help us not get upset, but instead adjust our 
work cheerfully. Help us embrace the peace that comes from 
an optimistic spirit. Amen.

DIXON-The Lee Coun-
ty Health Department will 
have Immunization Clinics 
for Children and Adults by 
appointment only. Call 815-
284-3371 to make an appoint-
ment or for information on 
other services available. You 
may also visit the website at 
www.lchd.com for a list of 
services available.

AMBOY- Lee County 
4-H is offering a rabbit work-
shop April 8, from 10 a.m. 
– noon, at the Lee County 
4-H Center, for youth ages 
8-18. Youth will be learning 
proper rabbit showmanship, 
education on rabbit breeds, 
and how to show rabbits. 
Register online at: go.illinois.
edu/LeeRabbit

AMBOY- The Pankhurst 
Memorial Library will hold 
for adults its Diamond Paint-
ing Club program on April 10, 
from 4:30 - 6 p.m. 

AMBOY-The Amboy Li-
ons Club will meet at 6 p.m. at 
the Community Center, 280 
W. Wasson Rd., on Monday, 
April 10. Anyone interested 
in joining or wants more in-
formation on the Lions Club 
is invited to attend.

SUBLETTE-The Sub-
lette Village Board will meet 
at 7 p.m. on Monday, April 

10, at the Ellice Dinges Cen-
ter, 202 S. West St., Sublette.

AMBOY- A pork chop 
dinner, benefitting Clipper 
Kiddies Christian Preschool, 
will be held on Tuesday, 
April 11, from 5 – 7 p.m., 
at the Amboy Community 
Building. Tickets are $12 for 
the carryout only dinner. A 
cash only bake sale, hosted 
by the Clipper Kiddies, will 
also be held.

EAST GROVE TWP-
The East Grove Township 
Board will meet at 7:30 p.m. 
on Monday, April 10, at the 
East Grove Township Hall.

MAY TWP-The May 
Township Annual meeting 
will be held at 7 p.m. on Tues-
day, April 11, at the township 
maintenance building.

SUBLETTE TWP- The 
Sublette Township annual 
meeting will be held at 7 p.m., 
on Tursday, April 11, at the 
Sublette Township Building.

AMBOY-The Amboy 
Township meeting will be 
held at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, 
April 12, at the township 
building, 106 S. Prospect. 

AMBOY- The Pankhurst 
Memorial Library will hold 
its School Age program on 

April 15, from 10 – 11 a.m.

AMBOY- The Pankhurst 
Memorial Library will host 
a new book club on April 
17, from 5 – 6 p.m. This is 
the first meeting of this new 
book club.

AMBOY-The Amboy 
American Legion will meet 
Monday, April 17, at 6 p.m., 
at the Old NAPA Building, 
399 N Metcalf, Amboy.

AMBOY-The City of 
Amboy Council will meet at 
6 p.m. on Monday, April 17, 
at the Community Center, 
280 W. Wasson Rd.

AMBOY- The Pankhurst 
Memorial Library will hold 
its Tales for Tots program on 
April 22, from 10-11 a.m. 

AMBOY- The Pankhurst 
Memorial Library will hold 
its Junior Craft Club on April 
24, from 4:30 - 6 p.m. 

03
22

20
23

2532 Johnson St., West Brooklyn
$124,000 

This charming home sits on a corner lot closely located to downtown West Brooklyn. The 
home offers 4 bedrooms with the master bedroom on the first floor and a one car detached 

garage. Recent updates including- new flooring and paint throughout the home and the 
bathroom updated. The front porch and backyard also offer great space for spending time 

with friends and family or just enjoying the fresh air. Call for a showing today!

Any type of property 
- any time of year 

(815)849-5476

Justin Wiley 
Realtor/Broker
815-849-5390

NEW 
LIS

TING

The Easter egg hunt is named after Cliff Walter because 
he was the Lions Club chairperson who organized the hunt 
ever year up until he passed away.

There is a memorial bench at Amboy City Park in Wal-
ter’s honor.

This is where the Easter Bunny will be found on Saturday.
“The community looks forward to the hunt. The kids look 

forward to it. The members of the Lions Club look forward 
to it,” Travi said. “We enjoy watching the little kids take off 
and find eggs so much. It’s just a fun event that brings the 
community together.

“The Easter bunny is waiting for the kids to get to the 
park so they can meet him.”

EASTER
 continued from page A1

Sixth grade students 
impress at recent 
school board meeting

BY GEORGE HOWE
Amboy News Reporter
AMBOY — Right before spring break the Amboy School 

board met in regular session on March 23. There were sev-
eral action items that passed the board’s approval including; 
accepting the bid from Sterling Commercial Roofing, Inc. for 
work on the maintenance building. Fowler was awarded the 
general contractor work for the demolition of the old junior 
high building. The current contract with Helm Electric was 
revised. CDW will provide 131 Dell Chrome books, along 
with a warranty program through ITsavvy LLC. 

All three schools participated in a severe weather drill 
during the month of March. The PTC “drive thru” Pancake 
Breakfast was a successful fundraiser serving 1,453 meals 
the morning of March 5. The Principal’s Breakfast hosted 
161 students who sold 10 or more tickets for the event. 
Central School Joyce Schamberger thanked Superintendent 
Josh Nichols for his help in the kitchen. The spring concert 
will be held April 25 at 6:30 p.m. in the high school gym. 

Junior High Principal Andrew Full reported that some 
of the month’s highlights included; cyber security training 
for teachers. The fifth and sixth girls basketball team were 
crowned conference champions on March 7. On March 9, sixth 
grader Parker Zimmerly competed at the Regional Spelling 
Bee held in Dixon, and finished in fourth place. Track and 
Field practice has begun. 

See SCHOOL page A4
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The Following 
Community 
Businesses 

Sponsor Area 
Church News:

Sensient  Flavors,  LLC.
815-857-3691

First National Bank 
in Amboy

Member F.D.I.C.
815- 857-3625

Mihm-Jones Funeral 
Home

815-857-2611

Vaessen Brothers
 Chevrolet  

815-849-5232

KSB Medical Center 
815-857-3044

The Amboy News
815-857-2311

St. Patrick Church
Fr. John Gow

32 N Jones, Amboy 
815-857-2315 • www.stpatrickamboy.org
Masses: Monday - Thursday Daily Mass 8 am

Saturday 4 pm • Sunday 7 am & 10:30 am
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: 
Friday, 4-6 pm with Confessions and  

Mass at 6 pm

St. Mary Church
Fr. John Gow

912 Walton Rd., Walton
815-857-2670

Mass: Saturday, 5:30 pm

St. Flannen Church
Fr. John Gow

213 S Second St., Harmon
815-857-2670

Mass: Sunday, 8:30 am

United First Church of Amboy
Pastor Mark Glenn

East Main & Jefferson
815-440-0745

Sunday Worship - 10:00 a.m.
Bible Study Wednesday 6:00 p.m.

 
 

First Congregational United Church of 

Christ of Lee Center
Pastor Jack M. Briggs

1140 Inlet Road, Lee Center
www.LeeCenter-UCC.org

Phone 815-732-7032 
Family Worship - 10:30 a.m.  

Grace Fellowship Church
Amboy-Sublette
Pastor Kyle Kelly

500 W. Main Street, Sublette
Sunday School 8:30 a.m.

Worship 10:30 a.m.
www.graceisforyou.com

East Grove Union Church
449 Reuter Road, 

Amboy, IL
Phone 815-440-5321

½ Mile East of Route 26 at Union Rd
Sun., 9:00 am, Morning Worship
Youth Church, Ages 3 – Grade 4

10:15 am Sunday School, Age 3 – Adult
Come as you are and join us on the journey!

 First Baptist Church

Pastor Rocky Fritz
24 N. Mason Avenue

Church Phone 857-2682
www.fbcamboy.com

Sunday School for all ages - 9:30 a.m.
Morning Service - 10:30 a.m.

Evening Service - 6 p.m.
Wed. prayer meeting & Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
King’s Kids program from 6:30-8 p.m. Friday 
Reformers Unanimous addictions program 

from 7-9 p.m.

 St. Mary’s Church – West Brooklyn
Rev. Randy Fronek

Mass - Tuesday & Thursday - 7:30 a.m.
Sunday – 8:45 a.m.

 St. Patrick Church - Maytown
Rev. Randy Fronek
Mass – Friday - 8 a.m.

Sunday - 7 a.m.

Immanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor Barb Otten
960 U.S. Route 52
Phone 857-2225

Sun. Worship - 9:00 a.m. Fellowship - 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday School - 9:40-10:15 a.m.

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church

Rev. Randy Fronek
Locust Street, Sublette

Phone 815-849-5412
Saturday Mass - 4:00 p.m.
Sunday Mass -10:30 a.m.

Wednesday - 8:00 a.m.
Thursday - 8:30 a.m.

Refuge Church
Pastor John Kalebaugh

Mendota Hills Campground • 642 Rt. 52
Amboy, IL 61310 • 815-849-5930

10 a.m. Sunday, potluck follows

Harmon United Methodist Church
Pastor Leanne Keate

202 N. Grove, Harmon
Phone 359-7302

Worship - 8:30 a.m.

Surprisingly great rates that fit any budget. 

Get great rates and a good neighbor. 
Call me today. 

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

Individual premiums and budgets will vary by customer. All applicants 
subject to State Farm® underwriting requirements.

State Farm
Bloomington, IL
2101554

Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc 
Shane B Huber, Agent
221 E. IL Rte. 38
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011 
Shane@ShaneHuber.com 
Mon- Fri, 8:30a-5:00P 
Scheduled Appointments

815-539-5142
nilsroofing.com

Authorized Contractor. NRCA • BBB

Leak-Proof...
Guaranteed!

705 Illinois Ave.
Mendota, IL 61342

TF
N

BOOKS continued from page A2

Coaches Brad Dunlap, 
and Katie Krogman reported 
that 75 students have come 
out for the team. On Friday, 
March 24, the entire school 
went to the Sterling Theater 
for the third quarter Positive 
Behavior Intervention and 
Support (PBIS) Celebration.

High School Principal 
Janet Crownhart shared 
that back on March 3, Mr. 
Heavner took a group of girls 
to Galesburg for the Women 

Changing the Face of Agri-
culture conference, focusing 
on career paths in Ag and 
networking opportunities 
that are available to young 
women. The FFA alumni held 
their trivia night on March 4, 
raising over $7,000. The Air 
Force, SVCC, and Educators 
of Beauty representatives 
made themselves available to 
students during lunch time to 
answer any questions about 
a possible career. 

Superintendent Nichols 
made the board members 
aware that the asbestos at 
the old junior high has been 
removed and completed. The 
next step will be to have all 
of the utilities permanently 
shut off. 

A group of sixth graders 
presented some flag and sign 
options for the front of the 
junior high building that cur-
rently don’t have anything.” 
This group of kids went out 
and did all of the research 
and came to the meeting 
with proposals and were well 
prepared,” said Nichols.

SCHOOL continued from page A3

Amboy Fire Department 
holds drawdown

By BRANDON LaCHANCE
Amboy News Reporter
AMBOY – Although a EF-2 tornado 

caused damage and power outage within 
the Amboy boundaries the night before, the 
Amboy Fire Department was able to offset 
chaos by hosting their annual Amboy Firemen 
Drawdown on Saturday, April 1.

“It was well attended. We still had some 
calls related to the storm on Friday. We end-
ed up sheltering a family of seven people 
through the event because they lost power 
and their house became too cold,” Amboy 
Fire Department Chief Jeff Bryant Sr. said. 
“We fed them, housed them, and they enjoyed 
themselves until they received power in their 
home around 11 p.m. on Saturday.”

The first annual drawdown was in 2019, 
which was in person, before COVID-19 
forced the department to go virtual with the 
second drawdown.

Saturday’s drawdown, the third event, had 
sold 160 tickets. Bryant Sr. said at one point 
all of the 120 seats set out were filled. 

Bryant Sr. and the AFD had hoped to raise 
$1,500. The drawdown brought in more than 
$5,000. All winners of the cash prize raffles 
were in attendance. 

“We raised some good funds to help with 

costs of equipment and training. The funds 
will go toward replacing nozzles on engines. 
There are all kinds of technology out there 
that we have to train and equip for with 
electric vehicles.

“The fire fighting on battery-operated 
vehicles is a little different than gas-operated 
vehicles because their high voltage wires run 
along the frame where we cut vehicles. We’re 
looking at car fire blankets and things that 
deactivate the power to the car.

“The fire blankets are $3,000 each and 
the device to depower the vehicles is about 
$1,000,” Bryant said.

Besides the raffles, the drawdown included 
a hog roast meal of pulled pork, baked beans, 
corn, applesauce, and cookies.

There was also a last-minute band sub-
stitution.  

“We had a band called Snap Shot booked, 
but I was contacted Thursday morning and 
made aware two of their band members were 
not able to play,” Bryant Sr. said. “Trying to 
get a band for the next day was somewhat 
challenging, but we lucked out and were able 
to bring in a band called Wise Guys. Two of 
the band members have local ties to Amboy.  

“They were quite enjoyable. People stuck 
around and listened to them.”

RECYCLE! 
RECYCLE! 
RECYCLE! 

Lee County Sheriff’s Office urges 
motorists to “Drop It and Drive”

LEE COUNTY – In honor of Distracted 
Driving Awareness Month, the Lee County 
Sheriff’s Office is partnering with the Illinois 
Department of Transportation, the Illinois 
State Police and more than 200 local law 
enforcement agencies to step up enforcement 
efforts across the state. 

Motorists can expect to see increased 
patrols and traffic safety enforcement zones 
throughout April.

“Distracted driving is one of the leading 
causes of motor vehicle crashes on our roads 

today,” said Chief Deputy Derek Ranken. 
“During Distracted Driving Awareness 
Month, law enforcement will boost enforce-
ment efforts, stopping anyone who is texting 
and driving. Remember, if you have a phone in 
one hand, you can expect a ticket in the other.”

In Illinois, using your phone in anything 
other than handsfree mode is not only dan-
gerous, it’s illegal. Drop it and drive.

The Illinois distracted driving campaign 
is funded with federal traffic safety funds 
administered by IDOT.

CGH Auxiliary Masquerade™ 
Jewelry and Accessories $5 
Fundraising Sale, April 17 and 18

STERLING – The CGH Auxiliary will 
host their annual Masquerade™ Jewelry 
and Accessories $5 Fundraising Sale on 
Monday, April 17 from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m., and 
Tuesday, April 18 from 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. The 
sale is located in a new location this year, in 
the CGH Main Clinic Lobby, 101 E. Miller 
Road, Sterling. 

This is the most popular Auxiliary vendor 

sale for both staff and the community.  The 
sale will feature a huge variety of jewelry 
and accessories, including the latest items in 
fashion.  There is something for all ages and 
a great idea for gifts. All proceeds to benefit 
CGH Auxiliary projects.

For more information, please contact the 
CGH Auxiliary, 815-625-0400, ext. 5727, or 
visit www.cghmc.com/auxiliary

OSF HealthCare welcomes new 
obstetrics and gynecology providers

OTTAWA – OSF HealthCare is pleased 
to announce that Jennifer Maschmann, MD, 
and Nora Toraason, MD, have joined our 
obstetrics and gynecology team to better serve 
the communities in the I-80 area.

In addition, we have also reached an 
agreement with the Aishling Obstetrics & 
Gynecology Group. This independent and 
well-established physician group includes 
Brett Cassidy, MD, James Hawkins, DO, 
and Bryan Sweeney, DO. They will provide 
services through OSF Medical Group starting 
in May.

The addition of these new providers to the 
OSF Medical Group–Obstetrics & Gynecol-
ogy at 1614 East Norris Drive, Ottawa, will 
ensure increased access to women’s services. 
These physicians will provide comprehensive 
obstetrical care, annual wellness exams and 
treat all medical and surgical issues in wom-
en’s health care, as well as delivering babies 
at OSF Saint Elizabeth Medical Center.

Beginning April 10, new or existing 
patient appointments with Drs. Maschmann 
and Toraason can be made by calling 815-
431-0435.

They are going to use 
two books from the Bushel 
of Books to help them with 
a program they have coming 
up,” Piper said.

The LCFB has been gener-
ous with monetary donations 
to Teen Turf, but this is the 
first time it has donated books 
to the youth organization.

Piper and Teen Turf appre-
ciate the Books by the Bushel 
donation and the assistance 
they receive from the LCFB.

“We are very appreciative 
of the work they do at the 
Farm Bureau,” Piper said. 

“We have a great partner-
ship, friendship where our 
No. 1 goal is to help better 

our community. It starts with 
the children and giving them 
all of the information, mate-
rial, and support to be good 
people and do good things.”                     

Others receiving the grant 
donation were St. Anne’s 
Catholic School, Madison 
Elementary, Mrs. Pitzer’s 
third grade classroom in 
Dixon, and Enrichment Co-
Op in Lee.

In a press release, the Lee 
County Farm Bureau Foun-
dation stated the mission of 
the foundation is to fund and 
encourage agriculture related 
educational opportunities 
to the youth of Lee Coun-
ty through programs like 
Books by the Bushel, Ag in 
the Classroom, and college 
scholarships.
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SOCIAL NEWS
The Book Nook

By:
Tatjana Kazan

RED LONDON

10 N US Hwy 34, Mendota $549,900
Great Business Opportunity! Sip n Snack has been in Business for 50 years! Awesome location with lots of 
traffic and close to Mendota golf course. So many opportunities with this restaurant/bar. Features include: 
large parking area, 70 KW generator, over $100,000 in inventory and equipment, pop machine, freezer, fryers, 
refrigerator, some toy machines, tables, chairs, bar stools, everything you need to start today and so much 
more. Downstairs seats around 230 and upstairs seats around 70 people. Bar upstairs and down! Private 
back room for entertaining. 2 updated bathrooms. This business had a lot of take out business as well. Plenty 
of storage throughout. Add catering, deliveries and gaming machines to make more income! Beers signs are 
negotiable. Call for more information and for a showing!

www.Erbes-Realty.com

LORI ERBES, GRI 
Designated Managing Broker

Over 30 years experience
 lorierbes@gmail.com

815-535-6295
04032023

Amboy Community Center
280 W. Wasson Road

04
05

20
23

A United Way Agency

Senior Dining Menu
April 10- April 14

8 oz. of low-fat milk served with each meal

Monday – Baked chicken breast, mashed potatos/gravy, steamed 
peas, wgr dinner roll, strawberry applesauce
Tuesday – Meatloaf, cheesy potatoes, root veggie mix, wgr wheat 
bread-1, diced pears
Wednesday – Baked pork chops, baby red potatoes, green beans, 
wgr dinner roll, cherry crisp
Thursday – Italian sausage w/peppers on wgr bun, seasoned 
potatoes, Italian blend veggies, apricots
Friday – A). Crispy fish sandwich, wgr wheat bun/tarter sauce, 
potato pancakes, peas, diced peaches B). Turkey/minestrone

Call 800-779-1189 to make  
reservations 24 hours in advance

Meals served
Mon.-Fri. at 11:30 am

Alma Katsu’s latest spy thriller, “Red London,” takes 
place a few months after Putin disappears off the 
face of the earth and another KGB man, Viktor 

Kosygin, emerges overnight as Russia’s latest strongman. 
Kosygin presents himself as a reasonable leader, ready to deal 
with the West. (We are not told what happened in Ukraine.) 
Katsu opens her story with an attack on a posh mansion owned 
by Mikhail Rotenberg, one of the richest Russian oligarchs 
residing in London. The invaders are beaten back, but the 
message is clear. Kosygin wants Rotenberg’s money, all of it.

CIA field agent Lyndsey Duncan arrives in London to 
meet the CIA’s newest Russian asset, Dmitri Tarasenko, a 
monstrous war criminal. Lyndsey was the heroine of Katsu’s 
superb “Red Widow” thriller. Unlike the somewhat naïve 
and all too human young woman in “Red Widow,” Lyndsey 
here is highly competent, cold, and one-dimensional. The 
Tarasenko subplot is not developed and pretty much fades 
out. Lyndsey’s old flame from her Beirut days, MI6 agent 
Davis Ranford urgently asks her to cozy up to Mikhail 
Rotenberg’s beautiful, aristocratic English wife Emily. MI6 
has no clue what is going on at the Rotenberg mansion or 
what the attack signifies.  Ever the dutiful agent, Lyndsey 
obliges. MI6 provides her with a legend – Lynn Prescott, a 
rich, lonely American on the Grand Tour.

Friendless and estranged from her family, Emily, who is 
the mother of two-year-old twins and who must obey her Lord 
and Master completely, is thrilled when Lyndsey speaks to her 
at a luncheon where Emily is the keynote speaker. She has a 
friend after five years of confinement punctuated by charity 
events and play dates at the homes of the Russian wives of 
Mikhail’s fellow oligarchs. Within a few days, Emily invites 
Lyndsey to stay at the Rotenberg mansion. Mikhail, a rather 
sadistic character, surprisingly does not object. Lyndsey 
enjoys herself, even as it becomes increasingly clear that 
Mikhail is under imminent threat from Kosygin, whom Emily 
calls the omnipotent beast master.  But in the meantime, the 
novel stalls when Emily, devoid of talent or purpose other 
than her children, takes center stage.

In an interview, Katsu said she wanted to write a spy 
thriller for women, and to that end, decided the book was to 
be character, rather than plot, driven. I’m not sure why she 
would think women don’t read thrillers or that violence must 
only be hinted at. In any case, I think that was a misguided 
choice because a thriller with a bare-bones plot and chapter 
after chapter devoted to the oft-repeated thoughts of a highly 
ordinary young woman does not make for a decent thriller. 
There is a good deal of suspense at the end, but in my opinion 
it was too little too late.

Young Leaders award FFA grants
Alec Wetzell, Young Leader representative, presents the FFA Jackets to this year’s awardees:  Barrett Becker, Nolan 

Rueff, Kyle Goldman, Justin Henert, Zac Rockwood, Logan O’Brien, Jack Delhotal. Not pictured: Alexis Schwartz.
Photo submitted

ASHTON — The Lee County Farm 
Bureau Young Leader Committee is ex-
cited to announce their first FFA official 
dress grant award winners. The eight 

members of the Ashton-Franklin Center 
CUSD #275 FFA Chapter who were the 
recipients of this year’s grant were each 
awarded a new FFA jacket and a necktie 

or scarf during their recent FFA meeting 
by Young Leader, Alec Wetzell.

Don’t Miss 
An Issue!
Have you moved? 

Are you planning a move? 
Going someplace warm for 

the winter?

Don’t forget to call the Amboy 
News and let us know your 

new mailing address.

Call Tonja at 815-857-2311

245 E. Main Street 
PO BOX 162, Amboy IL 61310

815-857-2311

10042017

FROM THE HEART CASH CALENDAR
March 2023 From The 

Heart Calendar Winners
Mar. 1 - Ed Messenger, 

Oregon, $25
Mar. 2 - First State Bank 

Employee, Rochelle, $25
Mar. 3 - Rachel Smith, 

Stillman Valley, $25
Mar. 4 - Tim Cech, Ro-

chelle, $25
Mar. 5 - HOPE of Ogle 

County, $50
Mar. 6 - Matthew Browder, 

Waterman, $25
Mar. 7 - Jim & Lori Nalley, 

Ashton, $25
Mar. 8 - Miguel Lopez, 

Rochelle, $25
Mar. 9 - Hailey Thomp-

son, Rochelle, $25
Mar. 10 - Veronica Wicks, 

Rochelle, $25
Mar. 11 - Jay Eller, Am-

boy, $25
Mar. 12 - Danielle Bettner, 

Rochelle, $50
Mar. 13 - Rochelle Cham-

ber, $25
Mar. 14 - Glen Hughes, 

Dixon, $25
Mar. 15 - Rosemary 

VanKirk, Rochelle, $25
Mar. 16 - Judith Urban, 

Loves Park, $25
Mar. 17 - Dena Doran, 

Princeton, $250
Mar. 18 - Brian Edwards, 

Rochelle, $25
Mar. 19 - Brittany Samp, 

Palos Heights, $50
Mar. 20 - Mike and Irma 

Seaworth, Holcomb, $25

Mar. 21 - Charlie Boons-
tra, Dixon, $25

Mar. 22 - Rochelle Cham-
ber, $25

Mar. 23 - Troy Mowry, 
Rochelle, $25

Mar. 24 - David Glessner, 
Dixon, $25

Mar. 25 - Zekelman Em-
ployee, Rochelle, $25

Mar. 26 - Tara Richardson, 
Waterman, $50

Mar. 27 - HOPE of Ogle 

County, $25
Mar. 28 - Maria Hernan-

dez, Rochelle, $25
Mar. 29 - Kaylee May, 

Rochelle, $50
Mar. 30 - Billy Gregg 

Evans, Rochelle, $25
Mar. 31 - From the Heart, 

Rochelle, $25
Checks to winners will 

be mailed out at the end of 
each month.

Email news items to 
tgreenfield@

amboynews.com

SPRINGFIELD – The 
Illinois Department of Trans-
portation is once again asking 
the public to be on the alert 
for crews picking up litter 
and to Think Before You 
Throw. As part of an ongoing 
awareness campaign, IDOT 
is mobilizing litter pickup 
operations this spring and 
encouraging you to be part 
of the solution in keeping 
roadsides and communities 
free of unnecessary trash 
and debris.

“As one of the largest 
landowners in the state, 
the Illinois Department of 
Transportation takes great 
pride in making sure we are 
keeping our state as clean and 
free of clutter as possible, 
but we need your help,” said 
Illinois Transportation Sec-
retary Omer Osman. “Excess 
garbage on highways can be 
easily avoided. Dispose of 
garbage properly. Make sure 
loads are properly secured 
and covered to keep debris 
and other trash from winding 
up on the roads. Litter has 
consequences: Think before 
you throw.”

The Think Before You 
Throw! initiative aims to re-
duce roadside litter by raising 
awareness of its impacts to 
help keep a positive impres-
sion of the Prairie State for 
those who reside here and the 
nearly 100 million tourists 
who visit annually.

Illinois is home to 150,000 
miles of road. You can do 
your part to keep them 
clean by using bags and re-
ceptacles in your vehicle to 
collect and dispose of trash. 
Also consider reusable bags 
for shopping and refillable 
bottles for beverages to cut 
down on waste. 

Ensure trashcans have lids 
that attach snuggly to stop 
garbage from being spread. 
Properly secure and cover 
loads as well with a tarp, 
rope, straps, and netting.

Last year, IDOT spent 
approximately $26.5 million 
picking up litter and remov-
ing large debris. That’s the 

equivalent of buying 143 
maintenance trucks that 
also plow snow in winter 
or purchasing all of the salt 
IDOT spread during the past 
snow-and-ice season, with 
$1 million left to spare. It 
also could pay to resurface 
13 miles of interstate.

With the arrival of spring, 
IDOT forces are engaged 
in litter removal operations 
across the state, which will 
continue until next winter. If 
you encounter maintenance 
vehicles and workers, please 
slow down, move over and 
give them space – it’s the law.

Other litter facts:
Roadside litter causes 

distractions that can lead 
to dangerous crashes. It 
also requires maintenance 
operations that put workers 
in potentially hazardous 
situations.

Litter kills plants and 
animals. And it is unsightly. 
No one likes litter in their 
community.

Littering is illegal and 
subject to a fine of up to 
$1,500 in Illinois. In addition 
to other penalties, violators 
may be required to maintain 
litter control over a portion 
of highway for 30 days. (415 
ILCS 105/5)

Loads must be tarped 
and secured, with permits 
required for certain cargo. 
Violators can face penalties 
that include a fine up to 

Litter campaign by IDOT urges 
public Think Before You Throw

$250 in Illinois. (625 ILCS 
5/15-109)

Littering is a problem 
that’s easily controlled and 
preventable. Use a trash can 
instead.

Remember: Think Before 
You Throw.

For hazardous wastes, 
take advantage of special 
collection events offered by 
the Illinois EPA.

The Adopt-A-Highway 
program aims to offset these 
impacts by asking communi-
ty groups and organizations 

to help with litter removal 
on designated state routes. 
Last year, volunteers logged 
750 hours while collecting 
more than 1,700 bags of 
trash. Included in the items 
were televisions, toys and 
one hand-written note apol-
ogizing for eating the last of 
a box of Twinkies.

To learn more about how 
to become a volunteer, visit 
the Adopt-A-Highway page 
to fill out an online applica-
tion and “adopt” a two-mile 
section of highway.

RECYCLE! RECYCLE! 
RECYCLE! 
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Opinion Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or   
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of 
the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances ~ The First Amendment
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The Amboy News encourages responsible letters to the 
editor on subjects of interest to our readers. Editing may be 
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but 
ideas will not be altered.

The limit is 300 words. Letters exceeding this will either be 
edited to fit or not published. The deadline for letters is noon 
on Friday.

Letter writers may only have two letters published per month, 
and the letters will be published on non-consecutive weeks. 
Letters are printed on a space-available basis.

All letters must bear the handwritten signature of the writer 
and include address and phone number or e-mail address for 
verification purposes. Neither the street address nor phone 
number will be printed. Letters should be typed or legibly hand-
written, and no anonymous letters will be published. 

Any comments of public officials should be limited to issues 
related strictly to their position or actions made in office, as 
personal attacks will not be published. Letters involving private 
disputes between the writer and a business or individual will 
not be published.

Political endorsements will be published, however letters 
from candidates endorsing themselves will not be printed.

Letters may be dropped at the Amboy News office, 703 
Illinois Ave., Mendota, IL 61342, mailed to the Amboy News 
at PO Box 162, Amboy, IL 61310, or emailed to tgreenfield@
amboynews.com

The Amboy News reserves the right to edit or reject any 
letter to the editor for any reason, and letters chosen for pub-
lication do not necessarily reflect the views of this newspaper, 
its management and or ownership.

advertiSing Policy
The Amboy News is in no way responsible for errors in 

copy furnished by the Customer. Adjustment or republica-
tion in the next available issue will be made for that amount 
of space involved in errors resulting from failure of the Am-
boy News to correct errors plainly noted on proof. Custom-
ers shall notify the Amboy News of errors in time for correc-
tion before the second insertion. 

The Amboy News shall not be liable to the Customer for 
any loss that results from the incorrect publication of its ad-
vertising. The Customer agrees to assume responsibility for 
all errors in copy proofread by Customer when the adver-
tisement printed corresponds to the returned proof.

OFFICE HOURS
8 a.m. - 4 p.m., 
Monday-Friday

Closed Saturday, Sunday and major holidays.
703 Illinois Ave., Mendota, IL 61342

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Lee, Bureau and LaSalle Counties
         1 year    manual pay   $46.00

            auto pay       $43.00
 10 weeks   manual pay      $10.50

               auto pay           $9.50
Non-local

  1 year       manual pay      $50.00                                    
auto pay      $47.00

 10 weeks   manual pay      $11.75
auto pay      $11.00

By Brandon 
LaChance

ColumnThere is always a new health fad.
Usually a diet we should all follow 

that cuts out sugar, carbohydrates, 
sodium, and food enjoyment.

However, through it all, there is one thing 
we should all be worried about or at least 
conscience about, gut health.

It’s the most important by far because if it 
isn’t a priority, you could be in pain and not even 
realize why or negatively affect your overall 
health because the organs in your stomach 
control just about everything the heart doesn’t.

Diverticulitis, Inguinal Hernia, Intestinal 
Pseudo-obstruction, Irritable Bowel Syn-
drome, Lactose Intolerance, Microscopic 
Colitis, Ostomy Surgery of the Bowel, Pan-
creatitis, Peptic Ulcers, Gastroesophageal 
Reflux Disease (acid reflux), Celiac Disease 
and Gluten Intolerance, Crohn’s Disease, and 
Ulcerative Colitis may look like alphabet soup to some.

But to others, those digestive conditions make their face 
cringe because they know the hurt and other issues associated.

Most of them are not hereditary.
They are man or woman made.
The American diet is not a diet, it’s amazing tasting food 

that tears up the body in indescribable ways unless you know 
the causes, symptoms and reasons behind all of the previous 
alphabet soup conditions.

In our society, we are trained to eat quickly (fast food) 
and poorly when it comes to baked goods, sweats, grease, 
saturated fat overload, and gluten infested food because our 
brains and our taste buds like the word delicious more than 

healthy.
Let’s face it, 85 percent of people in the 

country want to eat a cookie before an apple 
or a pasta with red meat and red sauce before 
a grilled chicken salad.

The problem is, when delicious is the 
go-to for what we eat, gut unhealthiness is 
taking place.

Colons are becoming infected because low 
fiber diets are not pushing food through our 
digestive system quick enough.

Gastrointestinal tracts are thrown off track 
or the track is twisted or turned.

In other words, poopy or no poopy situa-
tions that are more agonizing than breaking 
bones or tearing tendons.

As a man who has a reconstructive face 
because all but two bones were broken, an 
ankle with two plates, a rod, and eight screws, 

has partially torn a Meniscus (knee), and someone who has 
Diverticulitis, I speak or write from experience.

Without a doubt, hands down, I would choose to relive 
the Kanye West “Through the Wire” face or the Joe Theis-
mann-like broken leg before I select the Michael Myers ma-
chete slicing stomach cramps mixed with the feel of dislocated 
discs in the lower back and out of service sign figuratively put 
on the digestive removal system that Diverticulitis includes.

And you can’t blame a bad driver who caused a car accident.
Or another athlete who hit you wrong.
Or faulty equipment or working surfaces.
The only one to blame is you because of your diet.
It doesn’t have to be Keto, Mediterranean, Alkaline, or 

Flexitarian.
It literally just has to be a diet that doesn’t include pure 

junk that is eventually going to cause a problem long term 
or short term.

We don’t even realize it’s happening.
Who knew that every time I was eating ice cream, drinking 

an alcoholic beverage, smashing a red meat entree, or having 
a side of meat with the main dish of grease in a burger that 
pockets were being formed and infected in my colon?

No one.
Until Michael Myers’ machete was in my intestines and 

a $6,000 test told the doctors so.
This isn’t written to make you afraid to eat food or to not 

enjoy dishes which bring smiles and happiness.
But maybe devour and digest them proportionally.
At least be aware of what could be happening in your 

stomach just because you choose to eat on the delicious scale 
instead of the healthy one.

Or because you don’t take the time or the effort to make 
a healthy meal delicious.

I didn’t for a long time as I drove all across Illinois and the 
country for work piling up fast food bags in my back seat and 
building hour towers of power with aluminum cans through 
high school, college and well into my 30s.

Now, I pay the price.
At the same time, now I realize the importance of gut 

health and realize a healthier me is a better me. Hopefully, 
you can do the same.

Learning the hard way, the importance of gut health

100 Years Ago
April 6, 1923

The dates for the Firemen’s Bazaar 
were set for April 18-21. The four 
nights will include various types of 
entertainment including dancing with 
good music every night. The purpose 
of the bazaar is to add funds for the fire 
fighting equipment. 

Stop in at H.F. Epperson, Home Fur-
nisher, and ask for a demonstration of the 
Sellers Kitchen Cabinets, featuring an 
automatic lowering flour bin, automatic 
base shelf extender, automatic extending 
table drawer section, porcelain work ta-
ble, ant-proof casters and other features. 

75 Years Ago
April 1, 1948

H.A. Bachofen was elected president 
of the Amboy Milk Products Company. 
Oliver Gehant was vice president, R.W. 
Ruckman was secretary and K.S. MacK-
innon was treasurer. Other directors 
were D.L. Berry, E.M. Sullivan and 
L.S. Griffith.

Mendota Monument Company ad-

vertised as an authorized Rock of Ages 
dealer. They are still regular advertisers 
of the Amboy News.

A new business in Amboy was the 
Tomlinson Funeral Home, a successor 
to the Vaughan Funeral Service which 
was established in 1854.

50 Years Ago
April 5, 1973

Ken Kraft, wrestling coach at North-
western, was the featured speaker at the 
Amboy High School athletic banquet.

Rehearsals continued for the AHS 
production of “Oklahoma!”, this year’s 
musical. Jeff McLindsay was the student 
director with Terry Lynch, Mary Elliott, 
tom McLaughlin, Heidi Palmer, Sue 
Lowe and Darrell John as just a few of 
the cast members.

Dewey Davison, owner of the Amboy 
Laundromat on South Mason Avenue, 
completed construction of a car wash 
behind the present laundromat building.

25 Years Ago
April 2, 1998

Amboy had 41 wrestlers participating 
in the Ashton Tournament on Saturday, 
March 28. They were competing against 
wrestlers from Sterling, Mt. Morris, 
Ashton, Franklin Grove, Dixon, Oregon, 
Stillman Valley, Rochelle, Belvidere, 
Newman Jr. High, Leaf River, Princeton, 
Plainfield and Byron. Out of the 41 Am-
boy wrestlers, 34 of them won a trophy.

Raynor employee Beth Rameirez was 
the top fundraiser at the recent Court 
Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) 
Bowl-a-thon. Beth’s team beat out 26 
other teams to win the $200 grand prize. 
The Bowl-a-thon netted $9,200 to help 
recruit, train and monitor community 
volunteers who represent abused and/
or neglected children in court by inves-
tigating and reporting to the judge in a 
child’s case.

Led by eighth graders Ashley Mekeel 
and Adrianna Wells and sixth grader 
Talon Becker, the Amboy Junior High 
Music Department scored a total of 
35 Superior (first) ratings and seven 
Excellent (second) ratings at the annual 
Illinois Elementary School Association 
Solo and Ensemble Contest held in Galva 
this past Saturday.



AMBOY NEWS • SEC A • PAGE 7WEDNESDAY, APRIL 5, 2023

LOCAL NEWS
IFB President: Farmers invest in sustainable agriculture throughout the year 

BY RICHARD GUEBERT JR. 
Illinois Farm Bureau President

Each spring people around the world 
celebrate our planet, recognizing the 
need to find innovative solutions 

to protect our soil and water for generations 
to come.

Farmers, often called the “original conser-
vationists,” continue the fight for cleaner, more 
sustainable agricultural practices throughout 
the year. We care deeply for our land and 
collaborate with our agricultural research 
partners to implement the best solutions to 
preserve our natural resources.

We invest time, money, and energy in pro-
tecting our land. We are investing in our future.

Our farmers utilize a variety of sustain-
able practices. One strategy that has gained 
momentum in recent years is the use of cover 
crops, or plants such as wheat, rye, and rad-
ishes which are planted after  primary cash 
crops like corn and soybeans are harvested. 
These special crops work hard to enrich the 
soil, maintain moisture, and prevent erosion 
among other benefits.

In February, University of Illinois re-
searchers released a new study showing that 
Midwestern farmers are seeding more cover 

crops than ever. The study showed that cover 
crop adoption reached 7.2% in 2021, up from 
1.8% a decade earlier. Researchers stated that 
the rapid increase in cover crop adoption be-
tween 2017 and 2021 coincided with increased 
state and federal incentive programs.

The U of I study, “Recent rapid increase 
of cover crop adoption across the U.S. Mid-
west detected by fusing multi-source satellite 
data,” was published in Geophysical Research 
Letters.

Farmers also work hard to voluntarily 
implement the Illinois Nutrient Loss Re-
duction Strategy (NLRS) to reduce nutrient 
loss to the Mississippi River and the Gulf of 
Mexico. Last year, Illinois Farm Bureau’s 
(IFB) environmental team joined forces with 
farmers and agricultural researchers to film a 
new documentary highlighting sustainability 
efforts in Illinois.

The hour-long film “Sustaining Our Future: 
A Farm Family Story,” celebrates farmers’ 
dedication to the environment while sharing 
with a broader consumer audience the trials, 
and in some cases, the financial risks farmers 
take to conserve our natural resources.

Viewers are invited to join the Ganschow 
family of Bureau County to learn how three 

generations of farmers have approached 
sustainability to create a brighter future for 
generations to come. People can now watch 
the documentary for free on IFB’s YouTube 
channel.

This April, Illinois farmers and the agri-
cultural research community are collaborating 
to showcase current and past conservation 
practices, including ongoing cover crop 
projects. These Spring Nutrient Stewardship 
Field days are an opportunity for those inside 
and outside of agriculture to learn more about 
farmers’ role in protecting the environment.

Now in its eighth year, IFB’s Nutrient 
Stewardship Grant Program supports research 
conservation projects across the state. Our 
organization has committed more than $2.8 
million to nutrient stewardship initiatives 
since 2015. For the fiscal year 2023, IFB 
distributed $175,000 in grants for local proj-
ects, including $25,000 to support pollinator 
conservation across the state.

It is fitting that this year Illinois farmers 
will host two field day opportunities ahead 
of Earth Day. In Washington County, farmers 
will evaluate nutrient loss reduction practices 
in addition to evaluating cover crop projects. 
Young farmers in Knox County will also invite 

researchers and farmers to learn more about 
their goal to implement one cover crop plot 
in each township within the county.

Farmers are at the forefront of cli-
mate-smart farming, putting scientific solu-
tions, technology, and innovation to work to 
protect our land, air, and water. Every year 
is a learning curve, however.

We are constantly building upon previous 
research to develop better, more sustainable 
practices and strategies to protect our land. 
It is important to also keep in mind this is 
a long-haul effort. Each year, our farmers 
find new ways to approach conservation and 
sustainability, moving the needle ever closer 
to a brighter, greener future.

I am proud of the work Illinois farmers are 
doing and will continue to do to preserve our 
natural resources. While the world celebrates 
our planet on April 22, I challenge everyone to 
learn more about how their local farmers are 
committing themselves to finding innovative 
solutions to protect our land.

This op-ed was distributed through a 
cooperative project between Illinois Farm 
Bureau and the Illinois Press Association. 
For more food and farming news, visit Farm-
WeekNow.com.

Western Illinois program celebrated AmeriCorps Week 
ROCK FALLS – Western Illinois Foster 

Grandparents, sponsored by Tri-County Op-
portunities Council, celebrated the valuable 
contributions of AmeriCorps members and 
AmeriCorps Seniors volunteers who pledged 
to “get things done” for our nation as part 
of the annual AmeriCorps Week. 

The weeklong celebration also honored 
the contributions and support of thousands 
of local organizations that make AmeriCorps 
programs possible. 

In Bureau, Carroll, LaSalle, Lee, Ogle 
and Whiteside Counties approximately 56 
AmeriCorps Seniors members serve each 
year. 

These volunteers serve in a variety of 
classrooms throughout our service area help-
ing pre-K – 8th grade students. Volunteers 
mentor students in a one on one relation-
ship, helping them to learn and grow in an 
academic and social environment.

“We are proud to be part of AmeriCorps 
and grateful for the AmeriCorps members 

and AmeriCorps Seniors volunteers who 
unite to get things done and make change 
for Illinois,” said Brandi Newell, Program 
Director for Western Illinois Foster Grand-
parents.  “AmeriCorps members have made a 
significant impact on Illinois’ ability to meet 
our communities’ unique needs. Especially 
with the extenuating circumstances of the 
pandemic our amazing volunteers have ral-
lied helping educators ensure the continued 
support of students.”

AmeriCorps engages more than 200,000 
Americans each year in sustained, re-
sults-driven service through AmeriCorps 
and AmeriCorps Seniors programs. These 
dedicated citizens from all walks of life 
help communities rebuild after disasters, 
ensure students get back on track after the 
COVID-19 pandemic caused disruptions, 
combat hunger and homelessness, fight 
the opioid epidemic, help seniors live in-
dependently, support veterans and military 
families, and much more.  

In 2022, President Biden called upon 
Americans to unite through national service 
and volunteerism to counter the corrosive 
effects of hate-fueled violence on our de-
mocracy and public safety and put forward 
a shared vision for a more united America. 
Through service, Americans are stepping up 
to build unity, engage with their communities 
and foster a sense of constructive action, 
civic participation, and belonging.

More than 1.25 million Americans have 
served their country through AmeriCorps 
and millions more have served in Ameri-
Corps Seniors since 1994, leaving a lasting 
impact on generations of Americans.

To join the celebration, follow @Amer-
iCorps on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, 
and LinkedIn. 

To join the conversation, share pictures 
and stories on Twitter, using #AmeriCorp-
sWeek. Learn more about AmeriCorps 
opportunities at AmeriCorps.gov/join.

AmeriCorps, the federal agency for na-

tional service and volunteerism, provides 
opportunities for Americans to serve their 
country domestically, address the nation’s 
most pressing challenges, improve lives 
and communities, and strengthen civic 
engagement. 

Each year, the agency places more than 
200,000 AmeriCorps members and Amer-
iCorps Seniors volunteers in intensive ser-
vice roles; and empowers millions more to 
serve as long-term, short-term or one-time 
volunteers. Learn more at AmeriCorps.gov.

AmeriCorps offers opportunities for 
individuals of all backgrounds to be a part 
of the national service community, grow 
personally and professionally, and receive 
benefits for their service.

The AmeriCorps Seniors Foster Grand-
parent Program seeks to recruit volunteers 
age 55 and over who have a love of children 
and who meet income guidelines. 

Please visit tcochelps.org for more in-
formation or call 815-625-7830, ext. 610.

INSURANCE

AVON

To Buy or Sell. 41 Years as an Avon Lady.

Avon
Independent Sales Reprsentative

576 N. 3859th Rd.
Rt. 2
Mendota, IL 61342
815.343.4750 
mezandmezzzie@
gmail.com

COMMUNITY CENTER

AMBOY 
COMMUNITY 

CENTER
Available For 

Receptions, Meetings, Fund-Raisers
280 W. Wasson Rd. • Amboy, IL 61310
(815) 440-5784 • (815) 857-2324

Julie DeArmitt - Manager

FUNERAL HOME

Mihm-Jones 
Funeral Home

Patrick Jones
303 E. Main Street • Amboy 
 815-857-2611

www.thejonesfh.com

REAL ESTATE

LLC

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI
Managing Broker

1922 Tower Rd, Sublette, IL

815-535-6295
Lori Erbes, GRI

Designated Managing Broker

Up to your knees in algae and muck?

Call: 423-1417

815-849-5476

HOME REMODELING

R N B 
17 years doing  

business in Amboy

Over 25 Years in 
Service!

Robert Moore
Owner

815-857-3246

Home Repair 
& Remodeling

ELECTRICAL 

For All Your Electrical Needs
Call 815-538-5598

MOWING

YARD CLEAN-UPYARD CLEAN-UP
MOWING & MOWING & 
MOREMORE

Amboy, ILAmboy, IL
779-861-1886779-861-1886

Robert MooreRobert Moore

MOORE’SMOORE’S
PRINTING SERVICES

ROOFING

Local Remodeling & Home 
Repair

Call us for a free estimate for all your  
general contracting needs 

815-780-0259 | Craftworkscustomhomes@yahoo.com

Craftworks 
Custom Homes

• Roofing
• Siding

• Decks
• Additions

Dan Truckenbrod

Your Business can advertise for 
$30.00 per month. Call the Amboy 

News at 815-857-2311 today!
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Classified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

AMBOY • SUBLETTE • WEST BROOKLYN • LEE CENTER • PAW PAW • LAMOILLE

Ally Financing and 
GMF Financing or Leasing

* Plus Tax, title and license. Rebates applied. 
Subject to credit approval.

HIGHWAY 52 
SUBLETTE, IL 

www.vaessenbrothers.com

(815) 849-5232
1-800-227-5203

QUALITY USED CARS, TRUCKS, SUV’S & VANS

2021 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab, Long Box, 
LT, 4x4, 99K Miles, Red.................$37,900
2019 Chevy Suburban 4x4 LTZ, Loaded, 
112K Miles, Brown........................$41,900
2019 Chevrolet K-1500 Crew, LT 4x4, 85K 
Miles, White...................................$31,900
2019 Chevy 1500 Dbl Cab RST, 4WD, 
Z71, Gray.......................................$28,900

2018 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 4x4 LT, 99K 
Miles, Silver....................................$28,900
2014 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 4x4 LT, 77K 
Miles, Black....................................$24,900
2014 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab 4x4 LT, 88K 
Miles, Gray.....................................$22,900

2021 Chevrolet K-1500, Crew LTZ, 4x4 Z71, 
31K Miles, Silver..................................$49,900
2020 Chevy 1500 Double Cab LT 4x4, 60K 
Miles, Silver.............................................$34,900

2019 Chevy Colorado, Crew Cab 4x4 Z71, 
Leather, 25K Miles, Black.....................$33,900
2018 Chevy K-1500 Crew, 4x4 High Country, 
Loaded, 74K Miles, Black...................$39,900

2021 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab Z71 4x4 LTZ, GM Certified, 1-Owner, Local Trade, Leather 
Interior, Heated/Cooled Seats, Bedliner, Running Boards and More! Silver with 31K Miles

2021 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab Z71 4x4 LTZ

$49,900

601 601 
VEHICLES FOR SALEVEHICLES FOR SALE

127 127 
SERVICESSERVICES

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

• ELECTRONIC FILING
• FREE CONSULTATION 
• REASONABLE RATES 

• MORE THAN 40 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
• ADDITIONAL FINANCIAL REVUE AVAILABLE

NEIL BRINKMEIER

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING

TOWNSHIP BUDGET
Notice is hereby given 
that a Tentative Budget 
and Appropriation Ori-
dinance for the Sublette 
Township, Lee County, 
Illinois, for the fiscal year 
beginning April 1, 2023 
and ending March 31, 
2024, will be on file and 
conveniently available 
to public inspection at 
445 LaMoille Rd, Sub-
lette, IL from and after 6 
PM on April 1, 2023.
Notice is further given 
that a public hearing on 
said Budget and Ap-
propriation Ordinance 
will be at 7 PM on May 
9, 2023 at Sublette Twp 
Bldg, Sublette, IL and 
that final action on this 
ordinance will be taken 
at a meeting to be held 
at Sublette Twp Bldg, 
Sublette, IL at 7 PM May 
9, 2023.
Dated this 1 day of April 
2023.
Daniel Stephenitch, Su-
pervisor
Deborah A Schultz, 
Clerk
No. 0401
(April 5, 2023)

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING

ROAD DISTRICT 
BUDGET

Notice is hereby given 
that a Tentative Bud-

get and Appropriation 
Oridinance for the Sub-
lette Road District, Lee 
County, Illinois, for the 
fiscal year beginning 
April 1, 2023 and end-
ing March 31, 2024, 
will be on file and con-
veniently available to 
public inspection at 445 
LaMoille Rd, Sublette, IL 
from and after 6 PM on 
April 1, 2023.
Notice is further given 
that a public hearing on 
said Budget and Ap-
propriation Ordinance 
will be at 7 PM on May 
9, 2023 at Sublette Twp 
Bldg, Sublette, IL and 
that final action on this 
ordinance will be taken 
at a meeting to be held 
at Sublette Twp Bldg, 
Sublette, IL and that 
final action on this ordi-
nance will be taken at 
the public hearing.
Dated this 1 day of April 
2023.
Daniel Stephenitch, Su-
pervisor
Deborah A Schultz, 
Clerk
No. 0402
(April 5, 2023)

PUBLIC NOTICE
AMBOY TOWNSHIP 
ANNUAL TOWN MEET-
ING
TO BE HELD TUESDAY 
EVENING, APRIL 11, 
2023
7:00PM AT THE AMBOY 
TOWNSHIP BUILDING
106 SOUTH PROSPECT 
AVE., AMBOY , IL
Regular Monthly Meet-

ing Immediately Follow-
ing
Thank you,
Amy Scudder
Township Clerk
No. 0403
(April 5, 2023)

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113 113 
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119 119 
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

FURMAN’S Lawn 
Care and Tree Work. 
Mowing, bushes, spring 
clean up, weeding 
and much more. Call 

Jeremy Furman 815-
761-9619. Please leave 
a message will return 
call ASAP. Fully insured, 
in business since 1999. 
Servicing Rochelle and 
surrounding areas.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, unless 
licensed or holding a 
permit as a childcare 
facility, may cause 
to be published any 
advertisement soliciting 
a child care service. A 
childcare facility that is 
licensed or operating 
under a permit issued by 
the Illinois Department 
of Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
its care.

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail .
com

ANTIQUES WANTED: I 
pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 
or email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 815-
562-4171 (8AM-NOON 
ONLY) Rochelle News 
Leader.  

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

10x20 Inside 
Storage,

Outside and Inside 
Storage for semi-

trucks/trailers, 
boats, campers, etc.

02092022

511 511 
STORAGE UNITSSTORAGE UNITS

Comic BooksComic Books
815-481-4922815-481-4922

WANTED  WANTED  
TO BUYTO BUY

315 315 
WANTED TO BUYWANTED TO BUY
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1. AD SLOGANS: Which company 
was advertised with the slogan, "Think 
Outside the Bun"?

2. TELEVISION: Which TV show 
spawned the spinoff sitcom "Mama's 
Family"?

3. U.S. CITIES: In which city would 
you find the USS Arizona Memorial? 

4. ANATOMY: What are the bones that 
make up the spine known as?

5. GEOGRAPHY: What is the lowest 
point in the United States?

6. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What 
is the traditional material in a 40th anni-
versary gift?

7. MOVIES: What is the name of the 
tow truck in the animated movie "Cars"?

8. CURRENCY: Which former presi-
dent is depicted on the U.S. $50 bill?

9. LANGUAGE: What does the texting 
acronym SMH mean?

10. LITERATURE: Where do Winnie-
the-Pooh and his friends live?

© 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.

Answers
1. Taco Bell.
2. “The Carol Burnett Show”
3. Honolulu, Hawaii (Pearl Harbor).
4. Vertebrae.
5. Death Valley, California.
6. Ruby.
7. Mater.
8. Ulysses Grant.
9. Shaking my head.
10. Hundred Acre Wood.

Posting DateApril 3, 2023

OLIVE
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Kish College to offer five short-term training 
programs in Summer 2023

MALTA — The Kishwaukee College Continuing Educa-
tion department is offering five short-term training programs 
during the Summer 2023 semester. Kish short-term programs 
provide students with the skills and training needed to meet 
local workforce demands. The programs range from 11-20 
weeks and allow students to immediately start a career or 
build upon their skills with additional training. 

Summer 2023 classes will be offered in online, in-person 
and hybrid formats. Participants will need access to a computer 
and the internet to participate in programs with an online 
component. Some programs include an externship/clinical.

The short-term training programs offered in Summer 
2023 are: 

Dental Assistant: May 7-Aug. 4 (Online Lecture/
In-Person Practice)

Dental assistants are skilled health care professionals who 
work closely with dentists and dental hygienists to provide 
quality preventive and corrective dental care and adminis-
trative support in dental offices. In-person practice will be 
conducted from 6-9 pm on Tuesdays in a local dental office. 

Pharmacy Technician: May 7-Aug. 19 (Online)
Pharmacy technicians assist pharmacists with dispensing 

prescription medication while performing various other duties 
in a pharmacy setting. Workforce Innovation and Opportunity 
Act (WIOA) funding is available to those who qualify.

Phlebotomy Technician: June 12-Sept. 1 (In-Person)
Phlebotomists are skilled health care professionals trained 

to collect, transport, handle, and process blood and other 
specimens for laboratory analysis using venipuncture and 
micro-collection techniques. Instruction and in-person practice 
will be conducted from 9:30 am-noon on Mondays, Tuesdays 
and Thursdays at Kishwaukee College.

Sterile Processing Technician: 
May 7-Aug. 11 (Online)

Sterile processing technicians provide support to all patient 
care services in a health care facility. They are responsible 
for decontaminating, cleaning, processing, assembling, 
sterilizing, storing and distributing the medical devices and 
supplies needed in patient care, especially during surgery.

Veterinary Assistant: July 23-Dec. 22 
(Online Lecture/In-Person Practice)

Veterinary assistants are critical members of a veterinary 
staff trained to assist veterinarians and veterinary techni-
cians with medical procedures on sick and injured animals. 
In-person lecture/practice will be conducted from 5-8 pm on 
Wednesdays at Ashton Animal Clinic in Kaneville and from 
4:30-7:30 pm on Fridays at Ashton Animal Clinic in Ashton.

Registration for the Summer 2023 session opens online 
Monday, April 3. For more information on short-term training 
at Kish, visit kish.edu/shortterm.

Email news items to 
tgreenfield@amboynews.com

MENDOTA – As part of the National Rural Health Day 
celebration, OSF HealthCare Saint Paul Medical Center has 
been recognized with a 2022 Performance Leadership Award 
for excellence in Patient Perspective. Compiled by The Chartis 
Center for Rural Health, the Performance Leadership Awards 
honor top quartile performance, that is, in the 75th percentile 
or above among rural hospitals in Quality, Outcomes and 
Patient Perspective.

“We are extremely honored to receive this leadership 
award on behalf of our entire team,” said Dawn Trompeter, 
president of OSF HealthCare Saint Paul Medical Center. 
“We know how important excellent care is to patients from 
our rural communities, and this recognition is the result of  
the dedication, compassion and love displayed every day by 
our Mission Partners at OSF Saint Paul.”

The Performance Leadership Awards are based on the 
results of the Chartis Rural Hospital Performance INDEX™, 
the industry’s most comprehensive and objective assessment 
of rural hospital performance. INDEX data is trusted and relied 
upon by rural hospitals, health systems with rural footprints, 
hospital associations and state offices of rural health across the 
country to measure and monitor performance across several 
areas impacting hospital operations and finance.

OSF HealthCare is an integrated health system owned and 
operated by The Sisters of the Third Order of St. Francis, 
headquartered in Peoria, Illinois. 

OSF HealthCare Saint 
Paul Medical Center 
receives Performance 
Leadership Award 

ATTORNEY
Ehrmann Gehlbach Badger and Consinde 
114 E. Everett St., Suite 300 • Dixon • 815-288-4949 
www.egblc.com

AUTOMOBILE DEALERS
Vaessen Brothers Chevrolet, Inc. 
U.S. Hwy. 52 • Sublette• 815-849-5232 
www.vaessenbrothers.com

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

Becker Autobody
33 S East Ave. • Amboy  • 815-857-2632 
Family owned and operated by Joe and Jen Dewey

AUTO SALES/TOWING

Gerdes Auto & Truck Sales & Towing, Inc. 
U.S. Hwy. 52 • Amboy  • 815-857-3722 
www.gerdessales.com

BAKERY

Local Cup and Cake 
100 S. Front St • Sublette • 815-994-1044

CAFE

Revolution Wellness 
205 E Main St. • Amboy  • 815-857-7021 
Like us on Facebook!

DETAILING

Becker Detailing
204 N. Jefferson Ave., Suite A • Amboy  
• 815-823-7697 
Like us on Facebook @BeckerDetailing

DENTIST  

Amboy Dental Group  
Dr. Joel Hochstatter, D.M.D. and  
Dr. Brandon Klein, D.D.S. 
305 E. Joe Drive, Suite 120 • Amboy 
815-857-2015

ELECTRICIAN  

Hilliker Electric 
1417 Franklin Rd. • Franklin Grove • 815-456-7036 
hillikerelectricllc.com

FARM EQUIPMENT REPAIR  

Sublette Mechanical, Inc. 
2025 Sublette Rd. • Sublette • 815-849-5223

Vaessen Implement Repair  
542 US-52, Sublette, IL 61367 • 815-849-9010

FEED/LIVESTOCK EQUIP.

Sublette Farmers Elevator 
100 W. Main St. • Sublette  • 815-849-5222

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS

The First National Bank  in Amboy (FDIC) 
220 E. Main Street • Amboy  
Franklin Grove • Dixon • Monroe Center 
815-857-3625 • www.fnbamboy.com

509 LaMoille Rd. • Sublette 
(815) 849-5476

www.woodhavenlakes.com 

33 S. East Ave. Amboy, IL
 beckerautobody1@gmail.com

Family owned & operated
By Joe and Jen Dewey

First State Bank 
2514 Johnson St., West Brooklyn 

815-628-3121 
Firststatebank.biz 

Member FDIC

FUNERAL HOME

Mihm-Jones Funeral Home 
303 E. Main Street • Amboy • 815-857-2611 

www.thejonesfh.com

GAS/CONVENIENCE STORES

Shell Express Lane 
342 N. Mason • Amboy

Sublette BP Gas 
508 N. Pennsylvania St. • Sublette

GOLF COURSE
 

Shady Oaks Golf Club 
Highway 52 between Amboy & Sublette 

815-849-5424

GROCERY/LIQUOR

Amboy Food and Liquor 
242 E. Main Street • Amboy • 815-857-7020

HARDWARE/LUMBER

Jones-Berry Lumber Co. 
1 S. Commercial •  Amboy  • 815-857-2525

Sublette Farmers Elevator 
100 W. Main St. • Sublette • 815-849-5222

MEMORIAL GARDENS AND 
FUNERAL HOME

 

Chapel Hill Memorial Gardens and Funeral Home 
1121 N. Galena • Dixon • 815-284-3322 

Chapelhilldixon.com

 NEWSPAPERS/PRINTING  

The Amboy News 
245 E. Main Street  •  Amboy • 815-857-2311

REAL ESTATE

Erbes Realty, LLC 
1922 Tower Road • Sublette, IL 

815-535-6295  •  Lorierbes@gmail.com

River Country Properties 
Jori McRae, Broker/Owner 

815-973-1197 • www.rivercountryproperties.net

Woodhaven Lakes Realty, Inc. 
509 LaMoille Rd. • Sublette • (815) 849-5476 

www.woodhavenlakes.com

 VETERINARY CARE

Amboy Veterinary Clinic 
315 S. Mason • Amboy • 815-857-2215

Sales and Towing

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS

Closed Sunday and Monday
Tue-Fri 6 am – 1 pm | Sat 8 am - noon
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SPORTS

Brian Florschuetz

344 US Rt. 52, Sublette, IL
815-849-9090

Email: sublettecollisioncenter@yahoo.com

Collision? Hail? 
Critters?

WE ARE THE BEST PART 
OF A BAD SITUATION

WE ARE THE BEST PART 
OF A BAD SITUATION

Professional auto body services 
at affordable prices

Quality. Convenience. Reliability.

Our goal is your satisfaction. 10262016

Tree Service & Landscaping

Arteaga

Tree Removal • Lawn Care • Mowing
Stump Grinding • Senior Citizen Disctount

Spring & Fall Clean Up
Residential & Commercial • Fully Insured

Call For Your Free Estimate!
(815) 878-7504 03132023

The First National Bank in Amboy
Amboy • Dixon
Franklin Grove
Monroe Center
815-857-3625
www.fnbamboy.com

04
05

20
23

Baseball 

Quinn Leffelman

Softball

Jersey Thomas

Girls Track

Jillian Anderson

Aden Spinelli (right), 
a 13-year-old, seventh-
grade student at Amboy 
Junior High, placed 
second in the 64-pound 
weight class bracket at 
the Illinois Kids Wrestling 
F o u n d a t i o n  S t a t e 
Tournament on March 
12. Spinelli is a member 
o f  Nate  Mar t inez ’s 
NWO (Nate’s Wrestling 
Organization) based out 
of Sheridan. Last year 
Spinelli finished seventh 
at 60 pounds.

Photo submitted

BY BRANDON LACHANCE
Amboy News Reporter
AMBOY – At first Aden Spinelli had a 

sad expression on his face.
However, the disappointment of not win-

ning a 64-pound weight class Illinois Kids 
Wrestling Foundation state championship on 
March 12, turned into pride of being second in 
the entire state, he smiled with appreciation.

“At first I was down because I knew I could 
have won the championship and could have 
beat that kid. It settled in and then it was, 
‘Wow, I’m second in the state in my weight 
bracket,’” said Spinelli, who is a 13-year 
old, seventh-grade student at Amboy Junior 
High. “I still can’t believe it. It’s crazy how 
last year I placed seventh and this year I made 
the jump to second and wrestled in a state 
championship match.

“Throughout the offseason and the season, 
I worked out. I would go to school, come home 
and do my homework, and then workout. I 
practiced four days a week. I practice hard 
every time I’m in the gym. I like taking my 
shots low and taking my opponents down. I 
think my defense is good also.”

Spinelli is a member of Nate’s Wrestling 
Organziation (NOW), a wrestling club 
in Sheridan owned and operated by Nate 
Martinez. 

The young grappler began his mat journey 
when he was five with the Amboy Wrestling 
Club and has been with the NOW since 2020 
when it opened.

Last year, Spinelli was happy with finishing 
seventh at 60 pounds, but he is thrilled with 
winning a regional championship, a sectional 
championship and finishing second in the 
state at 64 pounds one year later. 

So is Martinez.
“He’s always at the gym for practice on 

time and ready to work. He tries to put in more 
work than the other kids in the room,” said 
Martinez, who won two wrestling club state 
tournaments with the East Aurora Tomcats 
and two high school state championships 
while attending West Aurora High School. 

“He wanted to win state. We worked as hard 
as we could, but it just didn’t happen this year. 
But he’ll be back for another year.

“Hopefully he can step on the top of the 
podium as the state champ. It’s the goal to get 
better every year and he is. He asks questions. 
He’s not the kid that is hiding in the back. I like 
bringing him to the front to show technique 
to make sure he knows he has it and he can 
teach it to others.

“He’s one of the guys in the front that 
teaches the moves.”

Martinez, a member of the Illinois Wres-
tling Coaches and Officials Association Hall 
of Fame, is assisted by Ruben Villarreal (also 
in the HOF), and Phil Sinetos. 

Spinelli thanked his coaches and his train-
ing partners, Landon Near (who took fourth at 
IKWF state at 74 pounds) and Wesley Janick.

The wrestler as well as the coach, Martinez, 
agree that the relationship between them is 
important for success.

“I enjoy what I do. I’ve been doing it for 
a long time, 20 years. Working with little 
kids and teaching them how to wrestle is my 
passion,” Martinez said. “I’m showing them 
what I used to do when I was growing up.

“It’s my connection with these kids. I 
know how to connect with them and build 
relationships. They understand how I’m trying 
to teach them and what we’re doing. Aden is 
one of them. He is a good student.”

Aden wasn’t the only Spinelli impressed 
with the grappler’s rise from seventh to second 
in one year as his parents John and Lindsay 
shared Aden’s smile once the mats were rolled 
up after the state championship match.

“Aden and his twin brother, Gavin, and 
they were always wrestling around so I 
asked them if they wanted to wrestle,” said 
John Spinelli, who was also proud of his son 
Roman (9) for finishing fifth at the Bantam 
State Tournament. “They said they wanted 
to. Gavin did it for two seasons and stopped, 
but Aden kept going with it.”

Competing in a state championship match 
was a goal.

Youth wrestler Spinelli takes big step forward 

Now there are more to work toward as 
Aden Spinelli wants to win a championship 
as an eighth grader and eventually take the 
national podium as a college wrestler.

“I think I like wrestling so much because 

of the drive and the competition. It makes 
you want to keep going and to want to win,” 
Aden Spinelli said. “I’m very competitive. I 
don’t have to win, but I’m going to try my 
very best to win.”

AMBOY – An incredible late-inning 
rally propelled the Amboy varsity base-
ball team to a thrilling 15-14 triumph 
over Newark in non-conference action 
on March 28 at Parker Field.

Newark grabbed a quick 7-0 lead in 
the top of the first inning. The Norsemen 
upped the margin to 13-4 heading to the 
bottom of the sixth when the Clippers 
sent 16 batters to the plate and scored 
11 runs to take a 15-13 lead. Newark 
scored once in the top of the seventh, but 
Quinn Leffelman recorded the final two 
outs to preserve the comeback victory.

Brody Christoffersen was the starting 
pitcher for Amboy and had a no decision, 
while Landon Montavon came on in 
relief to pick up the win.

Tucker Lindenmeyer, Jackson Rog-
ers, Landon Whelchel and Montavon 
each had a multi-hit game for the 
Clippers.

***
The Clippers walloped Hinckley-Big 

Rock, 15-0, in a non-conference contest 
on March 29 at Parker Field. The game 
was halted in the fourth inning by the 
10-run rule.

Amboy pushed across a run in the 
bottom of the first and then scored 11 
times in the second as 15 batters came 
to the dish in the frame.

Rogers was dealing on the hill for the 
Clippers as he allowed just one hit and 
struck out five to get the win.

Hitting safely for Amboy were 
Leffelman, Montavon, Rogers and 
Lindenmeyer. Walks by Hinckley-Big 
Rock pitchers and errors by its defense 
contributed to Amboy’s lopsided victory.

Clippers propel past Newark, H-BR

Email news items to 
tgreenfield@amboynews.com

RECYCLE! 
RECYCLE! 
RECYCLE! 

617 Main Street, Mendota • 815-539-8470 

 NOW OPEN!
Best prices on vapes in town!

for updates and promotions
Open daily 9AM to 8 PM

Amboy Community Unit 
School District #272

Monday, April 10
No School
AHS Girls Track @ Bureau 
Valley-4:30 pm

Tuesday, April 11
AHS Boys Track @ Fulton-4 pm
AHS Fresh/Soph Baseball @ 
Forreston-4:30 pm
AHS Softball (H) 
Forreston-V-4:30 pm/JV-After 
Varsity
AHS Varsity Baseball (H) 
Forreston-4:30 pm

Wednesday, April 12
AHS Art Club-Room 210-3:30-
4:30 pm

Thursday, April 13
AHS Fresh/Soph Baseball (H) 
Forreston-4:30 pm

AHS Girls & Boys Track (H) -4 
pm
AHS Softball @ Forreston-V-4:30 
pm/JV-After Varsity
AHS Varsity Baseball @ 
Forreston-4:30 pm
AJHS Scholastic Bowl (H) 
Dimmick-4:15 pm
AJHS Track @ Sterling High 
School-6 pm
Central School Drawing Club-Art 
Room-3:20-4 pm

Saturday, April 15
AHS Baseball @ Lena Winslow-
Varsity-11 am/Fresh-Soph-1 pm
AHS Girls & Boys Track @ Hall-
9:30 am
AHS Softball @ Lena 
Winslow-V-11 am/F/S-1 pm
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Amboy Deli  HoursAmboy Deli  Hours
Mon-Sat 7  a.m. – 7  p.m.Mon-Sat 7  a.m. – 7  p.m.

Sun 8 a.m. – 6 p.m.Sun 8 a.m. – 6 p.m.

242 E. Main Street, Amboy IL. 61310

815-857-7020
Now Accepting EBT Link Now Accepting EBT Link 

Cards and WICCards and WIC

Grocery delivery for disabled & 
senior citizens - in town only.

Winter Hours
Monday-Saturday, 7am-9pm

Sunday, 8am-8pm

AMBOY FOOD & LIQUORAMBOY FOOD & LIQUORBLOCKS FRESH MARKETBLOCKS FRESH MARKET
199 Maple Place, Hampshire, IL, 60140

847-683-2531
Now Accepting EBT Now Accepting EBT 
Link Cards and WICLink Cards and WIC

Store Hours:
Monday-Saturday 

7 a.m. – 9 p.m.
Sunday 

8 a.m. – 7 p.m.

Meat Dept Hours:

Daily
8 a.m. – 7 p.m.

WEEKLY SPECIALS

HOT BUYS

Now Delivering For Seniors In Town!

Sale goes through Nov. 1, 2022  |  Misprints will not be honored

See Us for Your Special Meat Orders!
Sale Prices Valid Oct. 26-Nov. 1 – Limited Quantities – While Supplies Last

PRODUCE & WEEKLY SPECIALS

Sale goes through April 11, 2023

Sale Prices Valid April 5 - 11 – Limited Quantities – While Supplies Last

Reg. Price $2.49 ea.

Reg. Price $9.59 ea. $229 ea.
Reg. Price $2.99 ea. Reg. Price $7.79 ea.

$129 ea.

Green Giant  
Vegetables
14-15 oz 

Reg. Price $1.89 ea.

Reg. Price $3.99 ea.$399 ea.Reg. Price $4.39 ea.Reg. Price $2.99 ea.

Dole Shredded 
Lettuce
8 oz

Ocean Spray 
Juice 
64 oz Assorted

AMBOY 
DELI

Daisy Sour Cream 
16 oz.

AMBOY 
DELI

Kraft Miracle 
Whip 
30 oz

$2.99/lb.

Pineapple

2/$5
Whole or Sliced 
White Mushrooms 
8 oz package

Seedless  Seedless  
CucumbersCucumbers

International 
Delight Coffee 
Creamer
32 oz 
Asst. Liquid 

Hostess Donettes Hostess Donettes 
10-11 oz  

Asparagus
 
 

$0.99/ea.

Reg. Price $4.79/ea.

$249 ea
Reg. Price $3.59 ea.

$1.99/ea.

Grape  
Tomatoes 
pint

$249 ea.

AMBOY 
DELI

Beef Ribeye Beef Ribeye 
SteaksSteaks

Red Seedless 
Grapes
 

$699 ea.

$1.89/ea.

$149 ea.

Oscar Mayer Bacon 
16 oz

Green Peppers

$0.99/ea.

AMBOY 
DELI

Lay’s Chips Lay’s Chips 
7-9 oz Excludes Party or Family Size  
  

$1.99/lb.

Reg. Price $5.59/ea.

$$229999/ea./ea.

$799 ea.

Marie Callender’s 
Pie
24-42 oz

Reg. Price $17.99/lb.

$$12129999/lb./lb.

Reg. Price $4.79 ea.

Stove Top  
Stuffing 
6 oz

$399 ea.

New York Strip New York Strip 
SteaksSteaks
  

Reddi Whip  
Topping 
6.5 oz Assorted 

$1.99/ea.

$499 ea.

$329 ea

$$449999/ea./ea.

Reg. Price $4.99/lb.

$$229999/lb./lb.

Boneless  Boneless  
Chicken BreastsChicken Breasts

Kemp’s Ice Cream Kemp’s Ice Cream 
Assorted 48 oz

$$11119999/ea./ea.

Boneless BBQ  
Pork Chops

Boneless Plain  Boneless Plain  
Pork ChopsPork Chops

$$229999/lb./lb.

$$339999/lb./lb.
Reg. Price $4.99/lb.

Reg. Price $3.99/lb.

OR

Cool Whip 
8 oz

Reg. Price $7.99 ea.

Reg. Price $15.99/lb.
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