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 VAESSEN BROTHERS & CHEVROLET – 
Celebrating 97 Years of Service!

VAESSEN Brothers Chevrolet, 
Inc. was started in 1926 by Paul 
and Ralph Vaessen as an auto 

repair shop. In 1933, the Vaessens obtained 
the franchise with Chevrolet. In 1953, the 
dealership expanded. While repairs were 
still being made at the first location, the 
new building (currently known as Rt. 52 
Roadhouse) consisted of a showroom, office 
and a three-bay service station. 

By 1976, the dealership was ready for 
expansion again to where they are currently 
located. In 1977, Ralph Vaessen retired and 
his son, Neal joined the business. 

When Paul retired, Neal and his wife, 
Donna, became full owners of the business. 
Their three sons, Greg (Fixed Operations 
Manager), Jeff (Parts Manager) and Nick 
(Sales Manager) have all joined the business. 
In 1998, the business underwent a remodel 
in the current building. Greg’s daughter, 
Kourtney joined the business as the Internet 
Manager and is the first of the 4th generation 
to join the business. In the year of 2012, 
the dealership underwent a full remodel of 
their building and expanded the showroom 

by adding a new-car delivery stall and two 
more sales offices. The remodel was fully 
finished in 2014. 

Today the second, third and fourth gen-
eration all work together to help provide 
the customers with the best car buying 
experience in the area. 

“We are a family owned and operated 
business providing the best in the area ser-
vice department, a great parts department 
and wide selection of new Chevrolets and 
used vehicles.” 

This year, Vaessen Brothers Chevrolet, 
Inc. will be celebrating 96 years of business. 
Their most recent remodel in 2012 changed 
the front of the building and the inside from 
top to bottom. Come see how great their 
building looks for yourself.

In the sales department, they have sales 
consultants who have received the Mark of 
Excellence Award for their outstanding work, 
and in the service department they have ASE 
and GM Certified technicians.

They are family owned and operated – let 
them treat you like family too!

Vaessen Brothers – 
97 years strong

Family owned and operated, Vaessen Brothers Chevrolet has been a staple in Sublette 
for more than 95 years.

Photo submitted

Cindy and Jeff Shaw have owned and operated The Main Flower Shop for the last 20 years. 
The Main Flower Shop is located at 232 E. Main St. in Amboy and be contacted by calling 
815-857-3545. Check out themainflowershop.com or The Main Flower Shop Facebook page.

THE MAIN FLOWER SHOP

Daily Drink Daily Drink 
Specials!Specials!

43 S East Ave. • Amboy, IL
815-857-3483

Celebrating 19 years in business!

*Owner Barbara Harrison*

Becker Detailing
There are two phrases you may hear when Becker Detailing is being discussed or you may 

say one of them when you pick up your vehicle, “Looking like new again,” or “Looks better 
than the day I bought it.” Becker Detailing, located at 204 N. Jefferson Ave. in Amboy, offers 
detailing and ceramic coating services and it sells detailing products and vehicle accessories 
such as truck bed coverings, running boards, and floor mats. Becker Detailing has been 
serving vehicles for five years. Call 815-823-7697 for detailing inquiries. 

AMBOY — Written in 
different colors on the front 
window of The Last Alarm 
“firehouse pub” are numbers.

As the Wednesdays go by, 
the numbers get bigger as the 
possible winnings of the only 
Queen of Hearts drawing in 
Amboy grow. 

“I have a Queen of Hearts 
drawing on Wednesday 
nights. I started the drawing 
a couple of years ago,” said 
Barb Harrison, the owner 
of The Last Alarm. “It’s an 
extra incentive for customers 
to come in, have a drink, buy 
some tickets, and having 
a chance of winning some 
money.

“My last jackpot was 
over $85,000. I was able to 
give $34,000 to the Amboy 
Lions Club, the winner won 
$42,000, and 10 percent 
rolled over into the next 
drawing. It’s something 
different.”

The proceeds of the cur-
rent Queen of Hearts drawing 
at The Last Alarm, located at 
43 S. East Ave., in Amboy, 
will go to the Amboy Fire 
Department.

The first Queen of Heats 
funds were donated to Teen 
Turf. 

“It’s awesome to be able to 
give back to the community. 
I’ve always been volunteer 
oriented and I enjoy giving 
back to the community,” 
Harrison said. “I don’t make 
a penny off of the Queen of 
Hearts. The funds either go to 
the winner, the organization 
I’m giving it to, or it goes to 
the next game. 

Giving back to the community is 
important to The Last Alarm 

“My only perk is the cus-
tomers that come in to have 
a beer, eat a pizza, or gamble 
while they’re here.”

Harrison and The Last 
Alarm have been in business 
since April 1, 2004.

Throughout the years, the 
firehouse pub has not only 
been able to give back to the 
community, but every night 
its open, it offers a good time 
to its patrons.

Beers, mixed drinks, and 
sodas are cold. Pizzas are 
warm. Pool table and dart 
board are competitive. Gam-
ing machines are hot. The 
juke box is loud. 

And for the last two years, 
you can enjoy The Last Alarm 
indoor or outdoor. 

“I put the outdoor seating 
area in the back shortly after 

the pandemic,” Harrison said. 
“During COVID-19, I had a 
lot of outdoor seating because 
I had a big tent outside. We 
couldn’t open up The Last 
Alarm but the mayor, John 
Schamberger, allowed us to 
have outdoor seating. 

“My contractor, Dreams-
capes by Dennis, worked with 
me hand in hand. He showed 
me samples and drew me 
some drawings. This is our 
vision put together. It worked 
real well. I’m in love with it.”

Harrison, a flouriest by 
trade, hosts DIY (do it your-
self) nights for the ladies, 
has drink specials every day, 
Happy Hour specials every 
day, and will have a band or 
a DJ occasionally. 

For more information, call 
815-857-3483.

Outdoor seating was added to The Last Alarm in 2020.

Like and follow us on 
        for specials and 

promotions

Spoil Mom and place Spoil Mom and place 
your Mothers Day your Mothers Day 

order with us!order with us!

The Main Flower Shop
Cindy and Jeff are celebrating 20 years in business!!

themainflowershop.com • 815-857-3545 • 232 East Main Street, Amboy

Celebrating 5 Years!
Detailing, Paint  Correction, Ceramic Coating and More!WeatherTech DigitalFit Floor Liners/Cargo Liners

204 N. Jefferson Ave., Suite A, Amboy, IL
815-823-7697

On Facebook and Instagram @BeckerDetailing

Owner: Demi Becker

The Little Details Matter

Ask about or check out our car care accessories on our FB page!
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JONES-BERRY Lum-
ber offers even more 
convenience for their 

customers with their web-
site www.jonesberrylumber.
com. This user-friendly web-
site makes it easy to browse 
Jones-Berry’s comprehen-
sive catalog of hardware 
items and place orders from 
the comfort of home. 

Shoppers now have 
instant online access to 
Jones-Berry’s vast array 
of merchandise including 
hand tools, electrical, lawn 
and garden, power tools and 
accessories, plumbing, au-
tomotive, fasteners, heating 
and cooling, sporting goods, 
hunting, fishing and camping 
supplies, hardware, house-
wares, office and school 
supplies, paint and sundries. 

Customers are invited 
to check out the website, 
where they will also find 
details about the product 
lines Jones-Berry carries and 
a convenient link to e-mail 
questions or submit an order.

After more than 100 

Jones-Berry Lumber offers convenience of online 
shopping for their customers

years serving Amboy and 
the surrounding area, the 
Jones-Berry Lumber Com-
pany is pleased offer this 
technology while staying 
true to their commitment of 
customer service, which has 
been their mission right from 
the start.

The lumber company 
began with William Jones, 
a farmer and businessman 
born and raised in Bradford 
Township, who formed the 
lumber company in 1910. 
Jones was committed to “rea-
sonable prices and honorable 

methods” a practice that is 
honored to this day.

Over the years construc-
tion products and tech-
niques have changed but the 
commitment to customer 
service remains the same 
at Jones-Berry. They offer 
personal, friendly, courteous 
and honorable service. 

The skilled staff at 
Jones-Berry is on hand to 
provide a variety of special 
services. This includes cus-
tom building in the shop of 
storage sheds, decks, feed 
bunks, shade structures for 

livestock and recreational 
furniture. They can also 
repair windows, cut pipes, 
cut keys, sharpen chain saw 
blades and lawn mower 
blades. Free estimates are 
available for services. 

Jones-Berry carries many 
popular brand names in 
hardware items, paint, tools, 
electrical and plumbing 

supplies. Names such as 
Andersen, Valspar, Cabot, 
Stanley, National, Cooper, 
Genova, Werner, Irwin, Rust 
Oleum, Milwaukee, DeWalt, 
Kwikset, Schaeffer Oil and 
many more are on the shelves.

In addition to 20 pound pro-
pane exchange, Jones-Berry 
handles industrial gas ex-
change for Airgas. 

Jones-Berry is open seven 
days a week for customer 
convenience. Their hours 
are 7 a.m.–5 p.m. Monday 
through Friday, 8 a.m.–3 p.m. 
on Saturday and 10 a.m.–1 
p.m. on Sunday. When you 
are in the midst of a project 
and find yourself in need of 
something, they will be there 
to help you out.
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to the Communityto the Community
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2019
169 Years

The Amboy News
Since 1854

PO Box 162 • Amboy
www.amboynews.com

(815) 857-2311

115 Years
Kaleel’s Clothing 

& Printing
Since 1908

704 N. Galena Ave. • Dixon
(815) 284-5833

56 Years
Gerdes Sales & 

Service
Since 1967

128 S. Mason Ave., Amboy
(815) 857-3722

www.gerdessales.com

113 Years
Jones-Berry  
Lumber Co.

Since 1910
1 S. Commercial • Amboy    

(815) 857-2525
www.jonesberrylumber.com 

97 Years
Vaessen Brothers 

Chevrolet, Inc.
Since 1926

Highway 52, Sublette, IL
(815) 849-5202 (800)227-5203
www.vaessenbrothers.com

AMBOY PROGRESS 

2023 Years of Continuous Years of Continuous 
Service to the CommunityService to the Community

1,099

83 Years
First State Bank

Since 1940
Mendota • West Brooklyn • LaMoille

firststatebank.biz
800.362.9623

Member FDIC

89 Years
The First National 

Bank in Amboy
Since 1934 • Member FDIC

Main Bank 220 E. Main St. • Amboy
(815) 857-3625 

Amboy Drive-Up 301 E. Joe Dr.   
1314 Galena Ave. & 728 Crawford Ave., Dixon  

108 N. Elm St., Franklin Grove   
5558 N. Clark St., Monroe Center

52 Years
Woodhaven  
Lakes Realty

Since 1971
509 LaMoille Rd.

Sublette
815-849-5476

52 Years
Woodhaven 
Association

Since 1971
509 LaMoille Rd., Sublette

815-849-5209
www.woodhavenassociation.com

51 Years
Green River Oaks 
Camping Resort

Since 1972
1442 Sleepy Hollow Rd.• Amboy 

(815) 857-2815
www.greenriveroaks.com
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2019
26 Years

Amboy Sporting 
Goods

Since 1997
42 E Main Street, Amboy

(815) 857-2382

7 Years
Main Street Repair

Since 2016
205 W. Main St. • Sublette

(815) 849-5225

19 Years
The Last Alarm 

“Firehouse Pub”
Since 2004

 43 S. East Ave.  Amboy
(815) 857-3483

7 Years
Amboy  

Food & Liquor
Since 2016

242 E. Main Street, Amboy
(815) 857-7020

AMBOY PROGRESS 

2023 Years of Continuous Years of Continuous 
Service to the CommunityService to the Community

1,099

6 Years
Erbes Realty, LLC

Since 2017
1922 Tower Rd. • Sublette

(815) 535-6293
Over 30 Years of Experience

48 Years
Sensient Flavors

Since 1975
25 E. Main St. • Amboy 

(815) 857-3691

22 Years
Working and Living in Amboy. Helping 

you buy and sell all properties. 

River Country 
Properties

Since 2002
(815) 973-1197

www.rivercountryproperties.net

20 Years
The Main 

Flower Shop
Since 2003

232 E. Main St. • Amboy
(815) 857-3545 

www.themainflowershop.com

7 Years
Becker Autobody, 

Inc.
Since 2016

33 S. East Ave. • Amboy
(815) 857-2632

5 Years
Becker Detailing

Since 2018
204 N. Jefferson St. • Amboy

(815) 823-7696

3 Years
Revolution 

Wellness
Since 2020

205 E. Main St. • Amboy
(815) 857-7021

51 Years
Mihm-Jones  

Funeral Home
Since 1972

303 E. Main St. • Amboy 
(815) 857-2611 • www.thejonesfh.com

1 Year
Sublette General 

Store
Since 2022

200 N. Reeve St. • Sublette
(815) 849-5522
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First State Bank is cel-
ebrating over 80 years of 
community banking in the 
Mendota area. Founded in 
1940, First State Bank has 
transformed over the last 
eight decades from a small 
single-location facility on 
Washington Street into a 
19-branch strong $1.5 billion 
financial institution with a 
presence from Champaign 
to St. Charles.

What hasn’t changed, 
though, is our commitment 
to community banking – 
offering the high-quality 
financial products like the big 
banks, but with the personal 
community banking touch 
you’ve come to depend on.

From high Interest FSB-
Premier checking to Treasury 
Management Services, we 
offer a full suite of busi-
ness and personal banking 
options for every customer. 
Our digital banking solu-
tions – including internet 
banking, our mobile app 
and FSBDirect – allow you 
to seamlessly conduct busi-
ness 24/7, wherever you are. 
Mobile Pay allows you to 
add your FSB debit or credit 
card information to your 
mobile phone for contactless 
payments. Instant issue debit 
cards can replace your lost 
or stolen card in minutes. 
FSBCards allows you to see 
every purchase made with 
your FSB debit card, create 
spending controls, turn your 
card on and off and more.

Zelle is a person to person 
payment platform. Zelle is 
a fast, safe and easy way to 
send money directly between 
almost any bank account in 
the U.S., typically within 
minutes. With just an email 
address or U.S. mobile phone 
number, you can send money 
to people you trust, regard-
less of where they bank. 
Quilo is our online personal 
loan officer that allows you to 
apply for a loan in minutes!  
It won’t impact your credit 
score to apply and there are 
no fees, no penalties and 
payments you can afford, 
check our website for more 
details on all our products.

As a federally insured 
institution, your deposits 
are covered by the FDIC’s 
general deposit insurance 
guidelines. For additional 
coverage, check out our 
IntraFi deposit products, just 
ask for details.

First State Bank is com-
mitted to remain at the 
forefront of the technology 
necessary to be competi-
tive in the financial indus-
try, while maintaining our 
community banking roots. 
#comeseeyourfriends.

First State Bank has 
three locations in Men-
dota. The main facili-
ty, above, is located at 
706 Washington St. The 
drive-up ATM, right,  is 
at 800 Illinois Ave. and 
Plaza North is at 1403 
13th Ave.
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First State Bank is at the forefront of technology in a competitive financial world
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First State Bank is cel-
ebrating over 80 years of 
community banking in the 
Mendota area. Founded in 
1940, First State Bank has 
transformed over the last 
eight decades from a small 
single-location facility on 
Washington Street into a 
19-branch strong $1.5 billion 
financial institution with a 
presence from Champaign 
to St. Charles.

What hasn’t changed, 
though, is our commitment 
to community banking – 
offering the high-quality 
financial products like the big 
banks, but with the personal 
community banking touch 
you’ve come to depend on.

From high Interest FSB-
Premier checking to Treasury 
Management Services, we 
offer a full suite of busi-
ness and personal banking 
options for every customer. 
Our digital banking solu-
tions – including internet 
banking, our mobile app 
and FSBDirect – allow you 
to seamlessly conduct busi-
ness 24/7, wherever you are. 
Mobile Pay allows you to 
add your FSB debit or credit 
card information to your 
mobile phone for contactless 
payments. Instant issue debit 
cards can replace your lost 
or stolen card in minutes. 
FSBCards allows you to see 
every purchase made with 
your FSB debit card, create 
spending controls, turn your 
card on and off and more.

Zelle is a person to person 
payment platform. Zelle is 
a fast, safe and easy way to 
send money directly between 
almost any bank account in 
the U.S., typically within 
minutes. With just an email 
address or U.S. mobile phone 
number, you can send money 
to people you trust, regard-
less of where they bank. 
Quilo is our online personal 
loan officer that allows you to 
apply for a loan in minutes!  
It won’t impact your credit 
score to apply and there are 
no fees, no penalties and 
payments you can afford, 
check our website for more 
details on all our products.

As a federally insured 
institution, your deposits 
are covered by the FDIC’s 
general deposit insurance 
guidelines. For additional 
coverage, check out our 
IntraFi deposit products, just 
ask for details.

First State Bank is com-
mitted to remain at the 
forefront of the technology 
necessary to be competi-
tive in the financial indus-
try, while maintaining our 
community banking roots. 
#comeseeyourfriends.

First State Bank has 
three locations in Men-
dota. The main facili-
ty, above, is located at 
706 Washington St. The 
drive-up ATM, right,  is 
at 800 Illinois Ave. and 
Plaza North is at 1403 
13th Ave.
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First State Bank is cel-
ebrating over 80 years of 
community banking in the 
Mendota area. Founded in 
1940, First State Bank has 
transformed over the last 
eight decades from a small 
single-location facility on 
Washington Street into a 
19-branch strong $1.5 billion 
financial institution with a 
presence from Champaign 
to St. Charles.

What hasn’t changed, 
though, is our commitment 
to community banking – 
offering the high-quality 
financial products like the big 
banks, but with the personal 
community banking touch 
you’ve come to depend on.

From high Interest FSB-
Premier checking to Treasury 
Management Services, we 
offer a full suite of busi-
ness and personal banking 
options for every customer. 
Our digital banking solu-
tions – including internet 
banking, our mobile app 
and FSBDirect – allow you 
to seamlessly conduct busi-
ness 24/7, wherever you are. 
Mobile Pay allows you to 
add your FSB debit or credit 
card information to your 
mobile phone for contactless 
payments. Instant issue debit 
cards can replace your lost 
or stolen card in minutes. 
FSBCards allows you to see 
every purchase made with 
your FSB debit card, create 
spending controls, turn your 
card on and off and more.

Zelle is a person to person 
payment platform. Zelle is 
a fast, safe and easy way to 
send money directly between 
almost any bank account in 
the U.S., typically within 
minutes. With just an email 
address or U.S. mobile phone 
number, you can send money 
to people you trust, regard-
less of where they bank. 
Quilo is our online personal 
loan officer that allows you to 
apply for a loan in minutes!  
It won’t impact your credit 
score to apply and there are 
no fees, no penalties and 
payments you can afford, 
check our website for more 
details on all our products.

As a federally insured 
institution, your deposits 
are covered by the FDIC’s 
general deposit insurance 
guidelines. For additional 
coverage, check out our 
IntraFi deposit products, just 
ask for details.

First State Bank is com-
mitted to remain at the 
forefront of the technology 
necessary to be competi-
tive in the financial indus-
try, while maintaining our 
community banking roots. 
#comeseeyourfriends.

First State Bank has 
three locations in Men-
dota. The main facili-
ty, above, is located at 
706 Washington St. The 
drive-up ATM, right,  is 
at 800 Illinois Ave. and 
Plaza North is at 1403 
13th Ave.
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First State Bank is at the forefront of technology in a competitive financial world

First State Bank is located in West Brookly at 2514 Johnson St., West Brooklyn, pictured above, 
with a driveup ATM location across the street, pictured below.

First State Bank has three locations in 
Mendota - the main facility, above, at 

706 Washington St., the driveup ATM, at 
800 Illinois Ave., 

and Plaza North at 1403 13th Ave. 
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