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BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — On
Monday at its monthly
meeting, the Flagg-Ro-
chelle Community Park
District Board of Commis-
sioners saw recently-re-
elected board members that
ran unopposed in the April
4 consolidated election
sworn in.

Jodie Hart, Joe Lenkai-
tis and John Dobbs were
sworn in to four-year terms
Monday and Dale Wells
was sworn into a two-year
term. Commissioner Ryan
Tartaglia ran unopposed
in the election as well, but
resigned his seat due to
moving out of the district
and the board unanimously
accepted his resignation
Monday.

Anappointment process
for Tartaglia’s seat willnow
begin with an open appli-
cation period until May 8.
Interviews will take place
during executive session at
theboard’s May 15 meeting
and seating will happen at
its June meeting.

The board unanimously
voted to keep its exist-
ing structure of officer
positions, which consists
of Board President Tim
Hayden, Dobbs as vice

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 19, 2023

president, Wells as trea-
surer, BT Carmichael as
secretary, Hart as assistant
treasurer and Lenkaitis as
assistant secretary. Com-
mittee slots will also be
filled in the same way they
previously were, Hayden
said.

The board also unani-
mously approved its meet-
ing schedule for fiscal
year 2023-2024 and will
continue to meet at The
REC Center on the third
Wednesday of each month

at 6:30 p.m.
Director’s
comments

Executive Director Jack-
ee Ohlinger presented her
director’s comments at
the meeting and said the
park district has purchased
roofing materials for the
Helms Stadium concession
stand. The roofs of the
locker rooms and stadium
werereplaced lastyear. The
concession stand work will

Board members swornin

Spring projects underway at parks and facilities

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
On Monday at its monthly meeting, the Flagg-Rochelle Community Park District
Board of Commissioners saw recently-reelected board members that ran
unopposed in the April 4 consolidated election sworn in.

be done by May 1 with in-
house staff.

The new Cooper Park
shelter is slated to arrive
mid-May, Ohlinger said,
with the goal for con-
struction in early June for
summer rentals. The park
district has rented a ma-
chine for brush work for the
month for use on cleanup
work at Midwest Park and
clearing space for the disc
golf course at Skare Park.

See PARK page 5

Improvement
plan update

presented

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE —Atits
monthly meeting Monday,
the Rochelle Township
High School Board of
Education heard a pre-
sentation from Assistant
Principal David Perrin
updating progress on the
district/school improve-
ment plan.

In the past, RTHS has
had one school-wide im-
provement goal. In its
current year, it decided to
target specific goals for
each class of students.
The school wanted to see
freshmen grow in reading
and math in STAR testing
and those results will be
seen in about a week. The
goal for sophomores was
to see growth in academic
behavior teacher ratings.

“Teachers rated them,
and they rated themselves
in the fall,” Perrin said.

See RTHS page 3

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The
Vince Carney Community
Theatre’s latest production,
‘You’re a Good Man,
Charlie Brown’ will run
April 21-23 and 28-29.
Friday and Saturday shows
begin at 7 p.m. and Sunday
showsbeginat2 p.m. atthe
Lincoln Arts Center at 108
S. Main St. in Rochelle.
Ticketsareavailable online
athttp://www.vcctrochelle.
org/.

The play is based on the
comic strip ‘Peanuts’ by
Charles M. Schulz. It will
be directed by Kimberly
Ekes. Ken Manning is the
assistant director and Ja-
mie Mingus is the musical
director.

“This stage adaptation
of Charles M. Schulz’s
famous comic strips fea-
tures skits and songs by
the most famous of the
‘Peanuts’ gang,” VCCT’s
site said. “Whether it’s
Charlie Brown trying tofly
his kite or Lucy doling out
advice forfivecents, you’re
sure to enjoy the antics
and songs of this lovable
group of ‘kids’ (all played
by adults...definitely worth

Y

artoon come

J l
I
! Y/

‘You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown’ opens April 21

Director Kimberly Ekes: ‘It’s a c to life’
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(COURTESY PHOTO)

The Vince Carney Community Theatre’s latest production, ‘You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown’ will run April 21-
23 and 28-29. Friday and Saturday shows begin at 7 p.m. and Sunday shows begin at 2 p.m. at the Lincoln Arts

Center at 108 S. Main St.

seeing).”

The cast includes Ter-
ry Camplain as Charlie
Brown, Beth Winiger as
Lucy, Mary Gustafson as
Linus, Abi Zwinklis as
Snoopy, Jamie Mingus as

Stillman _£
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LOCAL Servicing
EXPERIENCED Lenders

www.stillmanbank.com
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Local Decisions.

. | Mortgage Lender

Diana Davidson

NMLS No. 746408

815.645.2029
dianad@stillmanbank.com

Schroeder and Joni Wille
as Sally.

Ekes said that “You’re a
GoodMan, Charlie Brown’
was originally supposed to
be VCCT’s first show in
its new building in March

2020 before the pandemic
didn’t allow it. The theater
troupe tried to push itto the
fall, but eventually opted
to open up with smaller
shows. Three years later,
Ekes is finally getting to

put on one of her favorite
shows.

“It’sareliefto finally be
abletodirectthis show after
waitingsolong,” Ekes said.

See VCCT page 5
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Rochelle Township High School’s Prom, themed ‘A Night in the Countryside; is Saturday, April 22. Above are
the senior class court (above) and junior class court (below) nominees.

2023 RTHS Prom court nominees named

ROCHELLE — Ro-
chelle Township High
School’s Prom, themed ‘A
Nightin the Countryside’,
is Saturday, April 22.

Senior class courtnom-
inees: Cassandra Garcia
Soto (daughter of Fide-
lia Soto and Guadalupe
Garcia), Bailey Jackson
(daughter of Rodney Jack-
son), Torrin Nantz (daugh-
ter of Kerri Villa-Nantz
and Boone Nantz) Rylee

Jackson (daughter of Paul
& Ashley Jackson and
Nichole & Jed Baehr),
Ellie Carmichael (daugh-
ter of BT and Dani Car-
michael), Jack Anderson
(son of Christina Powell
and JR Anderson), Nolan
Fonfara (son of Mike
and Amanda Fonfara),
Christian Vaughn Harding
(son of Julia and Chris
Harding), Troy Papke
(son of Mary Beth and

Mark Papke) and Owen
Haas (son of Chris and
Lisa Haas).

Juniors class court
nominees: Aiden Ramsey
(son of Brian and Jackie
Ramsey), Parker Lenkaitis
(son of Joseph and Eva
Lenkaitis), Jack Lodico
(son of Kurt and Rhonda
Lodico), Brock Metzger
(son of Brad and Erin
Metzger), Elise Horner
(daughter of Chad and

Dionne Horner), Adaleiah
Villalobos (daughter of
Roman and Angele Vil-
lalobos), Alivia Henkel
(daughter of Geri-Dee &
Tim Hayden and Alan &
Amy Henkel) and Kara
Martinez (daughter of
Sara and Dennis Marti-
nez).

Royalty will be
crowned Saturday, April
22 at the RTHS gymnasi-
um at about 6:30 p.m.

New RMU electric rate approved

ROCHELLE - For
the first time in nearly five
years, Rochelle Municipal
Utilities will implement a
minimal electric rate in-
crease, a city press release
said. The new rate goes into
effect May 1.

Each residential util-
ity bill includes a cus-
tomer charge of $9 per

month. That charge covers
the utility’s fixed costs
such as staffing and infra-
structure. Beginning May
1, the residential customer
charge will increase by $1
to $10 per month. In 2024,
the customer charge will
be $11 per month and in
2025 $12 per month. The
new rate structure equals

approximatelya 1.1 percent
increase overall.

“The city council and
staff were very prudent
in efforts to keep any rate
increase to an absolute min-
imum,” City Manager Jeff
Fiegenschuh said. “With
the increase happening
slowly over a three-year
period, customers have

Online Public Meeting

The lllinois Department of Transportation will be conducting an online
public meeting to encourage input from the public regarding the
proposed improvements to the IL 38 at I-39 Interchange in Rochelle.

DATE AND TIME

Wednesday, May 3, 2023
6:00 p.m.

PUBLIC MEETING HELD ONLINE
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To attend this online public meeting, please visit: https://us06web.
zoom.us/j/84951580688 on May 3rd at 6:00 PM. Registration is not
required, however your name and email will be necessary to access
the meeting. You may also call into the meeting at (309) 205-3325.

The webinar ID is 849 5158 0688.

Meeting materials will be posted to the project webpage after

the meeting at https://idot.illinois.gov/transportation-system/
transportation-management/featured-projects/index. Comments
can be submitted via email, mail, or the project webpage. Comments
received during the online public meeting and by May 17, 2023, will
become part of the official public meeting record.

PURPOSE

time to plan accordingly.”
The rate recommenda-
tion comes after a nearly
year-long process called
a rate study. The study
determines the exact cost
of offering our services to
customers to ensure that
rates are appropriate.
“Our rates continue to
be lower than area inves-
tor-owned utilities,” RMU
Electric Superintendent
Blake Toliver said. “The
ability for our local crews
to quickly respond to any
type of service interruption
is just an added benefit.”
For questions on your
utility bill, please contact
the RMU Customer Service
office at 815-562-4155.

Chana School Museum
Rummage Sale is June 2-3

CHANA —It’stimeto
clean out the garage, sort
the closets and straighten
up the basement.

April and May are good
months to empty closets,
basements and garages
of unwanted and unused
items. Donations vary
from clothes, household
items, tools, applianc-
es and furniture. Enjoy
the newfound space and
benefit a great historical
project at the same time.
Collect all those unused
and unwanted items for
the 25" annual Chana
School Museum Rum-
mage Sale. The Chana
School Foundation would
appreciate any donated
items for this year’s fund-
raiser.

Mark your calendars
for this year’s Chana
School Museum Rum-
mage Sale on Friday, June
2 (8-5p.m.) and Saturday,
June 3 (8 a.m. to noon).
There is plenty of time
before the big event at
the Oregon Coliseum
Basement in downtown
Oregon. However, plan
now to get moving on
the sorting and boxing of
items for the sale.

Donations for this
huge event will be tak-
en right after Memorial
Day Weekend. Drop off
days are set for Tuesday,
May 30 from 3-7 p.m.,
Wednesday, May 31 from
9 a.m. tonoon, and Thurs-
day, June 1 from 9 a.m. to
noon. All items should be
dropped off at the Coli-
seum on these dates and
times. Some items that we
cannot take for donation
are large entertainment
centers, large appliances,
blinds, mattress & springs
and car seats. If there are
questions concerning
whatitems we can or can-
nottake please call Ray at
815-979-2907. There may
be pickup of large items
only-call Ray or Connie

at 815-732-2447.

The 1883 Chana
School Museum was put
on the National Register
of Historical Places in the
United States in 2005. It
represents a unique style
of'schoolhouse which was
superiorinsize to all other
rural schools of the time.
The 1883 Chana School
was cut in two, moved
7.5 miles to Park East in
Oregon, restored and then
opened for tours, field
trips, special events and
appointments. This was
all done through volunteer
efforts, gifts, grants and
fundraisers. The National
Register Office in Spring-
field considers this project
as one the most successful
community projects to
date in the state of Illinois.

If you would like to
learn more about the
Chana School Museum
and how you can become
a volunteer please call
Connie at 815-732-2447.
Volunteers are always
needed for special proj-
ects, school group ac-
tivities, fundraisers such
as this sale and so much
more. We are all volun-
teers in the Chana School
Foundation. There is not
job too small in a volun-
teer project such as the
Chana School Museum.

This fundraiser to
benefit the 1883 Chana
School Museum raises
funds to maintain the old
school. The 1883 Chana
School is a museum run
by volunteers and sup-
ported through fundrais-
ers, grants and donations
only. The Chana School
Museum is supported by
the Chana School Foun-
dation, which is a 501(C)
(3) not-for-profit orga-
nization. IRS tax forms
are available for any
donation. Help support
this historical project by
donating and/or attending
this year’s sale.

Ogle County electronics
recycling event April 28

OREGON — The
Ogle County Solid Waste
Management Department
(OCSWMD) will be host-
ing a residential electron-
ics recycling event on
Friday, April 28 from 9
a.m.to4p.m.at909 Pines
Road in Oregon.

This event is for Ogle
County residents only and
afree permitisrequired in
advance of the event. To
obtain a free permit call
815-732-4020 or email
solidwaste@oglecoun-
tyil.gov and provide your
name, address, phone
number and email address

we protect your
business. because
you’ve worked hard
to build it.

simple huma

by 4 p.m. on Thursday,
April 27.

Accepted items in-
clude all televisions
and computer monitors,
computers, computer
hardware and cables, lap-
tops, tablets, cell phones,
printers, FAX machines,
scanners, shredders (no
tubs), copiers, video gam-
ing equipment, DVD/
VCRs, cable/satellite
boxes, stereo equipment,
radios, digital clocks,
cameras, calculators,
phone systems, holiday
light strands, extension
cords, rechargeable bat-
teries, printer ink car-
tridges, CD/DVDs and
CFL bulbs. Microwave
ovens accepted for $5
per unit. Cash or check
accepted.

Limit seven large or
bulky items per permit
and one permit per county
household per month.
Business or institutional
electronic materials not
accepted at these events.
Business or institutional
electronics are accepted
by the OCSWMD via a
separate program. Call
the number above for

more information and
pricing for business elec-
tronic recycling, and to
make an appointment for
drop off of the materials
to be recycled.

For more information
about thisrecycling event
call the OCSWMD at the
numberabove, visit www.
oglecountyil.gov, or on
Facebook at Ogle County
Solid Waste Management
Dept.

e  Present Project Overview

e Review Transportation Needs, Alternatives
and the Preferred Alternative

Dimond Bros.

Insurance Since 1867

i

e Seek Public Input

401 N. Main St. | Rochelle, IL
815.562.5596 | DimondBros.com

This meeting will be held in a virtual format, with a presentation that describes the planning process,
transportation needs, alternatives considered, the preferred alternative, and next steps. The meeting will include
personnel from IDOT and representatives from our consultant team and will include a question-and-answer
session. If you are unable to attend the online public meeting, you may view the materials and recording

of the public meeting on the project webpage at: https://idot.illinois.gov/transportation-system/
transportation-management/featured-projects/index.

Auto-Owners
INSURANCE

LIFE - HOME - CAR - BUSINESS

Persons with limited internet access and/or require special accommodations under ADA should contact Steve
Robery by telephone at (815) 284-5958 or by email at Steven.Robery@illinois.gov
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RTHS: Board discusses parent satlsfactlon survey

From page 1

“We decided this year
that it was important for
sophomores to get themin
the habitofbeing good stu-
dents. We look for growth
in their behaviors.”

The school’s goal for
juniors was to meet ex-
pected growth from PSAT
10scores toresultsin SAT
testing, which took place
at the school recently. For
seniors, the goal was for
students to meet college
or career readiness laid out
in their individual student
profile goals. Students
fill out those profiles as
freshmen on what they
want to do after gradua-
tion and can update them
periodically.

Perrin said RTHS’s
top priority this year was
getting students back on
track with credits after
the COVID-19 pandemic.

“We looked at total
deficiencies each quarter,
and our deficiencies right
now are on par with what
they were in the 2019-
2020 school year before
the pandemic,” Perrin
said, “That’s anindication
that we’re kind of getting
back to business as usual,
which is good to see.”

To help with that goal,
the school put things into
place such as the purchase
of an online tutoring ser-
vice for students to use for
free atany time, which has
seen 1,500 sessions by stu-
dents so far. RTHS has also
been utilizing its infinity
math program, whichhasa

dedicated teachertosolely
help students in study halls
and outside of their math
classes. That program has
seen over 3,000 sessions
by students.

Survey

Perrin also made a pre-
sentation of the results of
arecentparentsatisfaction
survey that went out in
January and February.

Thelocal parentsurvey
discussed Monday is one
oftwo thatis distributed to
parents and has been done
for two years. 76 respon-
dents were seen this year,
down from about 120 last
year, Perrin said.

“Overall, the results
were very favorable,” Per-
rin said. “Over 75 percent
of our respondents were
satisfied or highly satis-
fied. We also had parents
rank their top priorities
and you can see that we’re
all over the board. We
provided options, or they
could write their own in.
The biggest takeaways
are that parents are most
concerned with students’
mental health and emo-
tional wellness, which
was our school-wide focus
last year, and also with
improving peer-to-peer
relationships. When we
poll students with a simi-
lar poll, that’s something
they’re concerned with
as well. In the writing
category, 87 percent of
parents did not write in
specific concerns. There
were small numbers of
concerns regarding disci-

CHRIS LEWIS

Sy FOR BEING HONORED AS THE

HIGH SCHOOL PRINCIPAL

OF THE YEAR
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(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

Board President Tom Huddleston honored Principal Chris Lewis for earning the Illinois Principals Association
High School Principal of the Year award for the northwest region and presented him with a plaque.

pline, curriculum, athlet-
ics and extracurriculars.”

Award

Board President Tom
Huddleston recognized
RTHS Principal Chris
Lewis for his receipt of the
Illinois Principals Associa-
tion High School Principal
of the Year award for the
northwest region and pre-
sented him with a plaque.

Superintendent Jason
Harper said the IPA is
the lead professional or-
ganization for all Illinois

public and private school
principals.

“I’'m pleased to an-
nounce that Dr. Lewis has
been recognized by his
peers with this award,”
Harpersaid. “He submitted
his resume and application
to the state-level organiza-
tion and was considered
among those from other
regions for higher awards.
This is a great accom-
plishment for him and the
administrative team in
general. We all know that
Dr. Lewis can’t do what

he does without a great
team and support staff and
it’s really a reflection of
our teachers and students.
Please join me in congrat-
ulating him.”

Employment

Theboard unanimously
approved employment for
the 2023-24 school year
including Colfay Point-
er (guidance counselor),
Monica Luna (Spanish
teacher), Meagan Stoops
(English teacher), Cody
Denneau (substitute teach-

er) and John Michael Log-
gins (interim girls tennis
coach, one season only).

Meeting

The board will be hold-
ing a reorganizational
meeting on Tuesday, April
25at5:30p.m.inthe RTHS
boardroom as it welcomes
new members following
the April 4 consolidated
election. Laurie Pillen and
Brent Ohlinger will be
sworn in as new electees
and Jeff Tilton will be
sworn in as a re-electee.

Rochelle Fire Department and Rochelle Veterinary Hospital free cat with head stuck in sewer grate

On Thursday, the Rochelle Fire Department and Rochelle Veterinary Hospital rescued a kitten in a tight spot. The veterinary hospital’s day started with a cat that was
found with its head caught in a sewer grate. After sedation, and multiple unsuccessful attempts with lubrication, RFD was able to cut away the grate and safely free the
kitten. “Dr. Marquardt and staff administered care and the curious feline is stable,” a Rochelle Veterinary Hospital Facebook post said. “Thank you to the RPD and RFD
for today and every day!”

Illinois State Police announce results of distracted driving enforcement

OGLE COUNTY —
[llinois State Police (ISP)
Troop 1 Commander Cap-
tain Joseph Blanchette
announces the results of

Distracted Driving En-
forcement Program patrols
held in Ogle and Winneba-
go during March. This pro-
gram provided extra patrol

coverage for ISP officers to
focus on saving lives and
reducing serious crashes
by enforcing distracted
driving laws.

“Proudly Serving the Rochelle Area Since 1945”
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Electric
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500 Cleveland Avenue

Hand-held phone/device
citations: 11, texting while
drivingcitations: two, other
types of distracted driving
citations: zero, total dis-

tracted drivingcitations: 13,
total distracted driving writ-
ten warnings: zero, total of
all citations: 34 and total of
all written warnings: eight.

The extra enforcement
patrols were made possible
by federal traffic safety
funds administered by the
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Obituaries

Rose Anne Kersten

ROCHELLE — Rose
Anne Kersten, 93, of Ro-
chelle, passed from this
life on April 14, 2023 at
home. Rose Anne was
born April 20, 1929 in Ro-
chelle to M. William and
Ruth E. (Barnett) Ravnaas
of Steward.

She was the youngest
of six children. After
graduating from Steward
High School, she attended
Northern Illinois Teach-
er’s Collegein DeKalb. On
December 30, 1950, she
married Wayne G. Kersten
after three years of court-
ship. They started their
married life together on a
farm southeast of Ashton
butlived mostoftheirlives
in rural Rochelle, farming
for 47 years. In later years
they owned and operated
their own business, R V
Storage.

Rose Anne loved her
family and friends dearly.
She always had a smile, a
joyous laugh, and made
time for conversation
with whomever she met.
She kept in touch with
friends and family all over
the states with letters and
cards. She was active in
her church, singing in the
choir, teaching Sunday
school and serving on
committees. Rose Anne
was a member of the
Order of Eastern Star for

more than 50 years and a
proud volunteer at Ronald
Reagan’s boyhood home
in Dixon as a tour guide.

She was also a volun-
teer for the Rochelle Ele-
mentary School District
and served on the school
board. Herhomemade po-
tato salad and cream puffs
were favorites at family
dinners she loved hosting.
She always had time for
her grandchildren and
enjoyed any activity with
them. Rose Anne enjoyed
working in her flower
beds, bird watching, going
to band concerts together
with Wayne, word puzzle
books and watching “The
Wheel of Fortune”.

She is predeceased by
her parents, sisters, Marjo-
rie Eiselstein, Ruth Totten,
Shirley Kersten, Phyllis
Jones, and brother Martin
Ravnaas, husband, Wayne
and daughter, Kathy.

She will be greatly
missed by daughters Jan-
et (Dennis) Stewart of
Rochelle, Donna Kersten
(RicChandler)ofRochelle
and Sara (Greg) Macklin
of Oregon. Six grandchil-
dren, Sheila Kersten Dew-
ey, Ryan (Ashley) Stewart,
Kelly (Shawn) McKen-
zie, Matthew (Jaclyn)
Macklin, Kyle (Markee)
Macklin and Jason (Jus-
tine) Macklin, eleven great

Ogle County Sheriff’s Department

Deputies respond to two-
vehicle accident with injury

OREGON — On April
11 at approximately 10:46
a.m. deputies responded
to a two-vehicle accident
with an injury near the
intersection of Broadway
Street and Montague Road
in Baileyville. Upon arriv-
al, deputies learned that a
white Ford F-250 driven
by Olan Nolley Jr., 52, of
Georgetown, Kentucky
was traveling eastbound
on Montague Road. A ma-
roon Chevrolet driven by
Henry Huenefeld, 64, of
Forreston, was at the stop
intersection of Broadway
Street and Montague Road
facing northbound when it
pulled out in front of the
white Ford F-250. The
white Ford was unable to
avoid the Chevrolet and
struck it on the driver’s
side of the vehicle causing
heavy damage. The Chev-
rolet then traveled off the
north side of the roadway
before coming to rest. The
Ford also traveled off the
north side of the roadway
just east of the intersection
before coming to rest and
sustained heavy front end

damage. Huenefeld was
pronounced deceased at
the scene. Forreston EMS/
Fire, Forreston Police De-
partment and the Ogle
County Coroner’s Office
assisted with accident. The
accident remains under
investigation.

On April 11 at approx-
imately 1:54 p.m. depu-
ties were dispatched to a
driving complaint on East
[llinois Route 64 at White
Rock Road. Upon further
investigation, deputies ar-
rested Piotr Szubet, 51, of
Romeoville, for reckless
driving, Piotrwasalso cited
for no registration, unin-
sured vehicle and passing
in a no-passing zone. Piotr
was released on an individ-
ual bond with a future court
date given.

On April 11 at approxi-
mately 5:17 p.m. deputies
responded to the intersec-
tion of West Eagle Point
Road and South Freeport
Road for a two-vehicle
accidentwithinjuries. After
investigation, it was deter-
mined that a red Dodge
Dakota, being driven by
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To Be w’nc‘uoleJ, contact Cl’ms Ack‘and at 8W 55()} QW55
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ANDERSON

PLUMBING & HEATING, INC.

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners,
Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters,

Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

621 First Ave., Rochelle

Lic# 055-013999

(815) 562-8784

grandchildren, and several
nieces and nephews.

A visitation will be
held on Friday, April 21
from 4-7 pm at Unger
Horner Funeral Home in
Rochelle. There will be a
private graveside service.
A Celebration of Life
service will be held on
Saturday, April 22 at the
Rochelle United Meth-
odist Church, 709 Fourth
Avenue in Rochelle at
11:00 am.

In lieu of flowers, me-
morials may be made
to the Rochelle United
Methodist Church, to Joy
in the Harvest (Chris-
tian missionary-Tanzania,
see www.joyintheharvest.
com), or Serenity Hospice
and Home. The family
wishes to thank personal
caregivers: Judy, Marie,
Robin, Sue, Bev and the
staff at Serenity Hospice
and Home for the tender
loving care they gave to
Rose Anne and her family.
Visit www.ungerhorner.
com for online guestbook.
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a juvenile male, was trav-
eling westbound on Eagle
Point Road approaching
FreeportRoad. Thejuvenile
male disregarded the stop
sign on Eagle Point Road
and stuck a tan Chevrolet
Silverado hauling an emp-
ty anhydrous ammonia
tank that was traveling
southbound on Freeport
Road. The Chevrolet lost
control and exited the
roadway, entered the west
ditch, and struck a barbed
wire fence before coming
to rest facing north. The
Dodge lost control and
came to rest just south of
theintersection facingnorth
inthe southbound lane. The
driver of the Chevrolet,
65-year-old Randall Dorn-
ink of Polo, was transported
to a nearby hospital with
majorinjuries. Thejuvenile
male sustained suspected
minor injuries and refused
medical attention.

The juvenile male was
issued a traffic citation
for disobeying a stop
sign. Deputies were assist-
edonthe scene by Polo Fire
and Forreston Fire.

Charles ‘Chuck’ Ballard

DIXON — Charles
Arthur “Chuck” Ballard,
91, passed away on Fri-
day, April 14,2023, from
complications follow-
ing hip surgery. He was
born on Nov. 11, 1931,
to Arthur and Myrtle
(Phillips) Ballard near
Leaf River. His parents
were farmers and lived on
various farms that his dad
managed in western Ogle
County. He was raised on
an old-school farm where
everyone pitched in and
did their part.

While there, he attend-
ed a one-room school-
house in Pine Creek
Township, then went on to
graduate from Leaf River
High School. He entered
the U.S. Navy and served
as a medic on the aircraft
carrier USS Gilbert Is-
lands, a Commencement
Bay-Class escort carrier.

He then attended the
University of Illinois,
College of ACES, grad-
uating with degrees in
horticulture and business
management. He studied
in the famous Morrow
Plots and was voted Most
Eligible Bachelor of the
entire university. His
career began with Del
Monte, which took him to
Rochelle. While there he
met his wife, Jacqueline
(nee Kilfoil), who fixed
him up with a friend of
hers, but it was his post-
date conversations over
coffee with Jackie that
led them to start courting.
They were married on La-
bor Day Weekend, 1960,
in Franklin Grove. Jackie
was seven years his senior
and Chuck became an in-
stant dad to her children,
Billie Duncan and Tom
Duncan.

His career with Del
Monte took them to In-
diana, living in Frankton,
Frankfortand Fort Wayne,
before taking a position as
the store manager at the
Sears Catalog Store back
in Rochelle.

In 1967 he became
the first director of the
Flagg-Rochelle Commu-
nity Park District, which
initially ran out of their
dining room. While es-
tablishing the park district
he met his lifelong friend,
Phil Nye, Jr., and those
two created thousands of
memories together hunt-
ing, fishing, dinners with

their wives and a trip out
westin 2021 that was one
for the books.

His next career move
was to White Pines State
Park in Oregon, Illinois.
toserveasits head ranger.
There are so many won-
derful family memories
at The Pines while they
lived in the park. He then
was promoted to Assistant
Regional Manager with
the Illinois Department of
Natural Resources, he was
involved in everything to
do with the state parks,
from managing the staff
to securing equipment
and working on projects.

He and Jackie lived
life to the fullest, always
aspark and laughter when
they were around. He
taughtall his granddaugh-
ters to fish and lessons
such as what a poison ivy
plantlooks like, thatcame
in handy. They always
lived at a house with a
fantastic sledding hill for
the granddaughters, and
he would walk outside
barefoot in the winter to
greet guests.

He and Jackie split
their time between Dixon,
Florida and Wisconsin,
no one ever truly knew
where they were at any
given time, but we knew
they were having a ball.
Their cabin in Mauston,
Wisconsin. was a woodsy
gathering place for family
and friends, fishing was
always on the agenda.

Chuck spent much of
his spare time outdoors,
hunting and fishing, he
was an excellent shot and
holidays always included
something he’d bagged
during hunting season.
Jackie wasn’t the best
game cook, but we all ate
it anyway.

He was apatientteach-
er and guide, a fair leader
and devoted to his family
and friends, and he loved
ice cream more than any-
one we knew.

Charlie could spin a
tale like no other, he was
an incredible storyteller.
Many times he’d say, “did
I tell you about the time
...” and we all knew we
were in for a treat.

Chuck is survived by
his son, Tom Ballard of
Byron; son-in-law, Neil
O’Malley of Belvidere;
niece, Barbara Ballard of
Dixon; five granddaugh-

Rochelle Police Department

Officers make

ROCHELLE — On
April 13 at 8:30 p.m. a
17-year-old male juvenile
of Rochelle was arrested
for criminal trespass to
property and released
on an [-Bond with no
court date listed. In the
same incident, a second
17-year-old male juvenile
of Rochelle was arrested
for criminal trespass to
property and released on

an I-Bond with no court
date listed.

On April 15 at 11:17
a.m. Blanca D. Bautista,
38, of Rochelle was ar-
rested on an Ogle County
warrant. She paid $100
and was released with no
court date listed.

On April 17 at 3:48
p.m. James Cobb, 33, of
Rochelle was arrested for
battery. He was released

ters, Cathy (Mike) Dum-
mer of Middleton, Wis-
consin, Colleen (Gregg)
Petrosky of Sterling,
Mary (Greg) Pippert of
Buffalo, Minn., Ellen
O’Malley of Rochelle
and Jenny (Dan) Paken-
ham of Rochelle; grand-
son-in-law, Scott (Kate)
Loos of Kronenwetter,
Wisconsin; great-grand-
children, Abby (Kevin)
Martin of Decatur, Patrick
(Kailee) Petrosky of St.
Paul, Minnesota, David
Dummer of Scottsdale,
Arizona, Taylor Renner
of Rochelle, Molly Pet-
ry of Rochelle, Katelyn
Dummer of Middleton,
Mitchell Petrosky of
Dubuque, lowa, Margaret
Pippert of Minneapolis,
Nora Petry of Normal,
Eliza Petry of Urba-
na, Isaac Pippert of St.
Cloud, Minn. and Logan
Loos of Kronenwetter; as
well as great-great-grand-
daughter, Aria Brake of
Rochelle.

He was preceded in
death by his wife, Jackie,
in September 0f2010; his
daughter, Billie O’Malley
of Belvidere in May of
2020; his parents, Arthur
and Myrtle Ballard of
Oregon; his brother and
sister-in-law, Phil and
Shirley Ballard of Ore-
gon; and his granddaugh-
ter, Jane O’Malley Loos
of Kronenwetter.

Avisitation will be held
on Sunday, April 23 from
1-4 p.m. at Unger-Horner
Funeral Home, 400 N. 6th
St., Rochelle. A burial
with military honors will
be on Monday, April 24 at
10a.m. atPlainview Cem-
etery in Mount Morris. A
luncheon and celebration
of life will be hosted by
the family at noon at the
VFW in Rochelle. Bring
your funny stories be-
cause we’re going to cel-
ebrate a wonderful man.

Memorials may be
made to the American
Parkinson’s Disease As-
sociation or Rochelle
VFW Post 3878.

arrests

on an [-Bond with a May
19 Ogle County court
date.

On April 17 at 9:13
p.m. Devin M. Williams,
23, of DeKalb was cited
for no insurance. He
signed a promise to com-
ply and was given a May
19 Rochelle court date.

All individuals are
considered innocent until
proven guilty.
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PARK: Board of Commissioners discuss 2023-24 budget‘

From page 1 =
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“Some of the areas at
Skare Park arelongoverdue
from the tornado damage
from 2014 and some of the
areas where our walking
paths arebeing openedup,”
Ohlinger said. “We have
the opportunity to use the
funds for the rental towards
purchasing that piece of
equipment,and we’ve been
looking at that because |
think it would be ideal to
have more often.”

The REC Center will
start its summer hours as
of May 1, and will close at
8 p.m. rather than 9 p.m.
Monday through Friday
and will close at 4 p.m.
on Saturdays and Sundays
rather than 6 p.m. In the
summer, the aquatic center
will close 30 minutes prior
to the building’s closure.
The REC will have its
yearly summer closure for
cleaning and maintenance
on July 17-31. Designated
areas of the facility will
be reopened for use when
possible.

Budget

The board discussed its
2023-2024 budget draft for
the first time at the meeting.
Theboard will be receiving
several more draft budgets
in coming weeks and the
recreation budget was start-
ed first by Ohlinger and Su-
perintendent of Recreation
Andrew Murray.

Park district staff re-
viewed the full year and

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

Jodie Hart, Joe Lenkaitis (above) and John Dobbs were sworn in to four-year terms Monday and Dale Wells was sworn into a two-year term.
Commissioner Ryan Tartaglia ran unopposed in the election as well, but resigned his seat due to moving out of the district.

realigned programs and
events to spread out oppor-
tunities and be able to offer
avariety of programs forall
ages. AREC soccer league
willberuninthe fall similar
to the park district’s REC
basketball program. It will
include a soccer program
for young children. Both
programs will be new to

the park district and REC
Center.

“There definitely is a
demand for this,” Murray
said. “This is probably the
numberone league offering
that people want for their
children. It will not conflict
with AYSO and will begin
right after AYSO ends.”

The park district will

have five new sportleagues
for the upcoming fiscal
year and the athletic league
schedule has been complet-
ed and promotion for fall,
winterand spring can begin.

Murray also said that
maintenance, staff ori-
entation and training has
begun for this summer at
Spring Lake. Pool passes,

rentals and Rochelle Rays
registration will open May
1 at 6 am. at The REC
Center in-person. Online
registration will open at
noon. Spring Lake swim
lessonregistration will open
May 8.

5K

During Monday eve-

ning’s meeting, the board
of commissioners unani-
mously approved a special
use permit for the fifth an-
nual Tyler “Smitty”” Smith
Memorial SK Run/Walk on
Sunday, Sept. 17. Check-in
for the annual event will be
at Cooper Park at 7:30 a.m.
and the race will begin at 9
a.m. at Atwood Park.

VCCT: Upcoming theater

From page 1

“I’veneverhad so long
to prepare for a show.
We’ve talked about it for
so long and I’'m happy to
finally bring itto the stage
and see what I’ve had in
my head all this time.
It’s fun. We have three
people who have never
done theater before. They
just came out because
it sounded fun and they
wanted to try it. This
is their introduction to
being on stage and doing
this kind of show.”

Ekes is a longtime
fan of ‘Peanuts’ and
said viewers can expect
a “funny, small, family
show” with catchy songs.

“It’s a cartoon come to
life,” Ekes said. “”’Even
some of the songs and
little vignettes, if you’ve
ever watched the cartoon,
you’ll recognize them.
Almost all of it is taken
from the different spe-

cials and comic strips.”

Ekes said that while it
was written decades ago,
‘Peanuts’ still remains
“funny and relevant” in
the present day.

The adults-play-
ing-children aspect of
the play brings a unique
dynamic to the show. The
set pieces are oversized
to match the adult actors.
Ekes said having a small
cast makes it easier to
keep track of people and
their roles, but can be a
problem if someone gets
sick or is missing for a
night. Ekes enjoys the in-
timate aspect of the small
castand said ithas helped
to build camaraderie as
the castand crew works to
bring a comic strip to life.

“When you’re turning
a comic strip into a play,
you get to be silly,” Ekes
said. “This doesn’t make
sense in the real world.
This is a kid’s version of
the world. It’s fun and

silly. It’s doing what kids
would do rather than what
an adult would do. It’s
fun to think how a kid
would.”

In her many shows
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the patient’s and family’s goals of
comfort and quality of life.
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management.
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production begins

with VCCT, the theater
troupe has become a
second family to Ekes.
“Come see the show
and support the group,”
Ekes said. “This is like

my other family. This is
my fifth VCCT show in a
row being involved. Ev-
ery single time, this is my
other family. We all love
each other and would do

April 21
pril
anything for each other,
onstage or offstage. We
have new people coming
in and helping all the
time. And they become
part of the family.”
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Guest column

Consider this: Hope in the world

S there hope in this
Iworld? I think so.
As you know, we
recently had a Consoli-
dated Election concern-
ing those people running
for local positions. May-
ors, village presidents,
counselors, aldermen,
school boards, etc. What
excited me, as an election
judge staffing a local
polling place, was the
number of young people
that showed up. Some
excited to be voting for
the first time, some that
had experience already.
But all optimistic for the
outcome for our future.
In these consolidated
elections, few people
take the time to come
out and vote. When I see

the young people voting,
with the realization that
these elections will affect
them on a personal level
almost immediately, I do
see a glimmer of hope.
That same glimmer I
experience when these
same-aged people vol-
unteer their time to be a
part of our community.
Or part of their school
in either taking part in
student elections, school
functions or protests.
Sometimes being a part
of protests on behalf of
their state or our country.

Years ago, there were
protests against the Viet-
nam war. During that
period, it was our young
citizens that made the
difference. Their voices

while protesting caught
the ears of almost ev-
eryone. Some even lost
their lives doing what
they felt was right. One
could say that they were
instrumental in ending
that war. Now
they are stepping
up to be heard in
other ways.
Though there
is a crisis among
students in many
of our schools,
depression
caused by bully-
ing, losing hope,
or maybe being lost in
the halls of our crowded,
understaffed schools,
there is also hope in their
eyes, their thoughts and
their actions. They are

not thinking of color or
race or gender, they are
thinking of survival. Can
we as parents or a com-
munity lift their burden a
little so they can survive?
Hope is there. Can we do
anything to see it
blossom?
Therearemany
young people out
there that just
may save us from
ourselves. Many
ofusolderpeople
(yes, I am older),
seem to be mired
in the mud of our
own creation. Which of
these young citizens will
be the one(s) who pull us
up out of thatmud? Could
one of them be one that
is in crisis? If we can do

something to bring them
back from the edge, will
they, in turn, be one of
those holding out their
hand to pull us out?

It has always been the
young who have saved
our great nation. Yes, the
older ofus write the rules,
but the young are the
interpreters. They are the
ones who tweak the rules
to make sense out of them
so they can be applied to
the real world. They are
the ones with the boots
on the ground, not only
in wars and other ways
we don’t want to think
about, but in the daily
routine of life. Trying to
make something out of
life for themselves and
for us all.

Who among us will
truly try to reach across
the aisle to compromise
with their counterparts?
It is the young of us. It
always has been. It al-
ways will be.

Yes, there is hope in
this world. Look closely
at our young men and
women. See that glimmer
in their eye? See that
smiling face? See that
strut when they walk?
Does he or she answer
back when you say hi?
There, that’s one. Do
they stop to talk? There’s
another. Do they respond
with their thoughts in the
conversation? Another.

Yes, no doubt, there
is hope in this beautiful
world!

Ron Kern: Mother Nature can be fickle

usually signals a

new beginning. No
more so than on the farm
when planting season
begins. Looking back
on 2022 it was a pretty
good year down on the
farm around here, but
then again Mother Nature
can be fickle and as you
may recall the western
US suffered terribly from
drought.

But as farmers know
we are all in this together
so I thought I'd bring
the west here to roost
this week. Let’s look at
drought-related disas-
ter from 2022 from the
numbers crunched by the
American Farm Bureau.

Weather-associated
production risk is an in-
herent factor in farmers’
and ranchers’ everyday
business environment.
Through heavy rain, hail,
snow, winds and drought,
farming families prepare
land, plant and harvest
knowing their livelihoods
are reliant on local weath-
er conditions. In 2022,
18 weather and climate
disasters, each with dam-
ages exceeding $1 billion
struck the U.S. coast-
to-coast. The National
Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration reported
that 2022 surpassed 2021
as the third-costliest disas-
ter year event in history,
with an estimated $165
billion in total economic

IT’S spring and that

losses behind only 2017°s
$346 billion and 2005’s
$244 billion. With over
470 lives lost, these disas-
ters will haunt impacted
communities for years to
come.

Updated crop and
rangeland damage esti-
mations for 2022 provide
a window into the recent
impacts of natural disas-
ters on domestic food
production. The assess-
ment puts total crop and
rangeland losses from
major 2022 disasters at
over $21.4 billion, or
7.7 percent of NOAA’s
total economic impact
figure. Of that figure,
over $11 billion in losses
were covered by existing
RiskManagementAgency
programs as of February
2023. Over $10 billion in
losses were not insured
through RMA, existed
outside policies’coverage
levels, or did not qualify
under an existing risk
management program.
Drought and wildfires
alone accounted for over
$20.4 billion in total crop
losses, with the remaining
$1.08 billion linked to
hurricanes, hail, flooding
and severe weather.

AFBF crop loss es-
timates do not include
infrastructure damage,
livestock losses, horti-
culture crop losses or
timber losses associated
with the selected weather
events. Estimates should

be viewed as a minimum
baseline as datato estimate
these other categories are
notreadily available. More
comprehensive analysis
on individual storms may
be available from local
land-grant universities.
In2022, Texas suffered
the most significant hit,
with over $6.4 billion in
incurred losses primarily
made up of $2.9 billion
in damages to cotton,
$1.7 billion in damages
to forage and rangeland
and nearly $1 billion
in wheat damage
mainly attributed
to widespread ex-
ceptional drought
conditions butalso
partly linked to
May hailstorms
and severe weath-
erin April. Kansas
rankedsecondwith
over $3.3 billion
in incurred losses
from drought conditions.
Kansas cornlosses totaled
over $1.2 billion followed
by $777 million in losses
of other grains including
crops such as grain and
silage sorghum. Soybeans
valued at nearly $700
million also succumbed
to drought conditions in
Kansas. Nebraska’s loss-
es mirrored those of its
southern neighbor, with
total losses of over $2 bil-
lion, $1.8 billion linked to
drought including nearly
$1 billionin cornand $400
million in soybeans. Ne-

braska also experienced
losses from heavy derecho
winds and severe weather
in June, which resulted
in almost $200 million in
cornlosses. Moving north
again, South Dakota, in
fourth place, was also
plagued by drought, with
over $1.4 billion in total
damages, including $660
million in corn losses and
$300 million in forage
and rangeland losses. In
addition, South Dakota
experienced hailstorms in
May which damaged $130
million in corn.
Seeing forage
and rangeland
with the most
significant losses
($6.3 billion) is
notsurprising giv-
en the correlation
between drought
and rangeland.
Western states are
no strangers to arid
conditions and vast land-
scapes often grazed by
livestock herds. Reduc-
tions in hay stores and
abysmal forage conditions
forced many farmers and
ranchers to liquidate cows
early or pay upward of
$400/ton for hay shipped
across state lines. Im-
portantly, the geograph-
ic footprint of extreme
drought has shifted be-
tween2021and 2022, with
states in the Pacific North-
west like Washington and
Idaho having relatively
better conditions, while

Ron
Kern

states like Texas, Kansas
and Nebraska have faced
widespread drought in the
highest, D4 - exceptional,
drought category. This
has shifted the categories
of crops most impacted
compared to last year,
including a much higher
value of corn ($4.5 billion)
and cotton ($3.25 billion)
lost across the country.
Traditionally, federal crop
insurance programs are
the preferred mechanism
for managing risk associ-
ated with weather-related
disasters for most agri-
cultural products. These
policies provide protec-
tion from yield losses, in-
creased costs and revenue
declines. Unanticipated
disaster situations like
large-scale weather events
pose the optimal test for
these programs, designed
to provide targeted risk
management under more
probable and common loss
conditions. Losses that
occur outside the scope of
these conditions and the
specified terms ofa policy
complicate farmers’ abili-
ty to qualify for indemnity
payments.

Weather and cli-
mate-related disasters in
2022 pummeled farms
and ranches across the
United States, leaving
over $21.4 billion in crop
and rangeland losses in
their wake. Over half of
those losses were effec-
tively protected under

existing risk management
programs with the re-
mainder highlighting the
importance of inclusive
protections for growers of
all crops in all regions of
thenation. Notto mention,
the full extent of damage
across the sector is likely
far higher when livestock,
infrastructure, timber and
other ag-related factors
are considered. Already
in 2023, farmers and
ranchers are experiencing
flooding, freezes and per-
sistent drought conditions.
The stability of U.S. farms
and ranches relies on their
ability to beresilientunder
an array of climate and
weather conditions. The
2023 farm bill will give
lawmakers a chance to
fill gaps in existing risk
management programs,
providing similar risk
management opportuni-
ties for farmers regardless
of what they grow. The
sure and timely payments
associated with crop insur-
ance and other farm bill
programs is often critical
for farm-level stability,
andso forasafeand secure
domestic food supply.

“The farmer is the
only man I our economy
who buys everything at
retail, sells at wholesale
and pays the freight both
ways.” -President John F
Kennedy

Ron Kern is the man-
ager of the Ogle County
Farm Bureau.

How to contact
government
officials

U.S. Con. Darin
LaHood

1424 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C.
20515

(202) 225-6201

IL Sen. Win Stoller
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-1942

IL Rep. Bradley Fritts
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

Have a letter you want
to submit to us? Send
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Rochelle City Council
*John Bearrows

Kathryn Shaw-Dickey

* Denotes Chairman/President

jbearrows@rochelleil.us
kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board

Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Bil Hayes bhayes@rochelleil.us John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Rosaelia Arteaga rarteaga@rochelleil.us Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dan McDermott dmcdermott@rochelleil.us *Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Tom McDermott tmedermott@rochelleil.us Jodie Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Benjamin Valdivieso

Rochelle Elementary School Board
dcillini9%4@gmail.com

*Dave Casey
Steve Builta
Ashley Jackson
Stephanie White
Trisha Vaughn
Javier Zepeda
Jennifer Thompson

Rochelle Township High School Board

ajackson@d231.rochelle.net
swhite@d231.rochelle.net

Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Austin Gillis

Dan Miller

Joseph Simms

agillis@oglecounty.org
dmiller@oglecounty.org
jsimms@oglecounty.org

sbuilta@gmail.com

jrvtlv02@msn.com Ogle County Board Dist. 4

jzepeda@rthsd212.org Jackie Ramsey jramsey(@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney skenney@oglecounty.org
David Williams dwilliams@oglecounty.org

*Tom Huddleston

tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org

Creston Village Board

Bill Ravnaas bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org *Tom Byro tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Jacky Aguilera jacky.aguilera@rths212.org Wayne Williams jwdw13@yahoo.com
Jeff Tilton jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org Greg Hopkins ghopkins522@comcast.net
Bobby Chadwick bobby.chadwick@rthsd212.org Steve Katzman skatzman@essex1.com
Laurie Pillen Ipillen@rthsd212.org Mike Kerns ac.kerns@comcast.net
Brent Ohlinger Curt Ward caward92@comcast.net

Mark Hibshman
Jennifer Payton

Hillcrest Village Board
*Richard Rhoads
Randy Salsbury

Pam Pittman

Dan Potter

Tim Ball

Renee Kerwin

Jose Huerta

Flagg Township
Sue Messer

Joanna Patrick
Susan Rothenberger
Scott Seebach

Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle
Eric Gruben
Susan Hager

Jim Kenney

Flagg-Rochelle Library
*Jaqueline Dickow
Teresa Haggestad
Michael Scanlan
Lanning Nicoloff

Sheri Klindera

Susan Sevedge

Darci Waltrip

rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
rsalsbury@hillcrestil.us
ppittman@hillcrestil.us
dpotter@hillcrestil.us
tball@hillcrestil.us
rkerwin@hillcrestil.us
jhuerta@hillcrestil.us

flaggtwp@rochelle.net
flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
assessor@rochelle.net
scottseebach@gmail.com

noggle62@gmail.com
egruben@comcast.net
susanhager303(@comcast.net
jimk@rocketsupply.com

dickow@comcast.net
haggestads@comcast.net
scanlan@comcast.net
nicoloff118@comcast.net
alwayslefty2@gmail.com
nitlprl22@yahoo.com
doobs12@comcast.net

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages responsible
letters to the editor on subjects of interest to our
readers. Editing may be necessary for space, clarity
or to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas will not
be altered. All letters must bear the handwritten
signature of the writer and include address and
phone number or e-mail address for verification
purposes. Neither the street address nor phone
number will be printed. Letters should be typed

or legibly handwritten, and no anonymous letters
will be published. Any letters from boards or
organizations must include at least one name of an
individual. Any criticism of public officials should
be limited to issues related strictly to their position
or actions made in office, as personal attacks will
not be published. Letters involving private disputes
between the writer and a business will not be
published. Political endorsements will be published,

however letters from candidates endorsing
themselves will not be printed. Letters may be
dropped at the News-Leader office (211 IL Route
38 East), mailed to the News-Leader (P.O. Box 46,
Rochelle, IL 61068) or e-mailed (news@rochellenews-
leader.com.) The News-Leader reserves the right to
edit or reject any letter to the editor for any reason,
and letters chosen for publication do not necessarily
reflect the views of this newspaper.
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Mar. 24 - David Glessner, Dixon, $25

Mar. 25 - Zekelman Employee, Rochelle, $25
Mar. 26 - Tara Richardson, Waterman, $50
Mar. 27 - HOPE of Ogle County, $25

Mar. 28 - Maria Hernandez, Rochelle, $25

Mar. 29 - Kaylee May, Rochelle, $50
Mar. 30 - Billy Gregg Evans, Rochelle, $25
Mar. 31 - From the Heart, Rochelle, $25

Apr. 1 - Adam Hall, Sycamore, $25

— ol ‘ Apr. 2 - Sue Snyder, Phoenix, $50
Rochelle PD’s Kaltenbach presents at American Legion meeting Apr. 3 - The Kitchen Table, Rochelle, $25
On Wednesday, April 12, the American Legion Post 403 had its bimonthly m‘eeting at the Iron Skillet Apr. 4 - Linda Alderks, Chana, $25
Restaurant at the Petro Truck Stop. Det. Sgt. John Kaltenbach of the Rochelle Police Department presented on
the activities and policies of RPD plus his assessment of law enforcement in Rochelle. From left to right, Gary Apr. 5 - Liquor N Wine, Rochelle, $25

Tarvestad (past commander), Steve Korth (adjutant), Sgt. Kaltenbach, Paul Bearrows (chaplain), John Gruben

(commander) and Chuck Roberts (senior vice-commander). Apr. 6 - Jennifer Diehl, Oregon, 525

Apr. 7 - Crystal Carswell, Rochelle, $25

Chana UMC Rummage Sale is April 28-29  ss-uawornwmne ot 25

CHANA—TheChana from 8 am.to 5 p.m.and clothes, shoes, dishes, books, material, baby Apr. 9 - Pete Pavia, Rochelle, $300
United Methodist Church ~ onSaturday, April29 from  pans, small appliances, items, toys, plants and
willbehostingarummage 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. linens, knick knacks, much more. Food will be
sale on Friday April 28 Items will include Christmasitems,pictures, servedforlunchbothdays.

Apr. 10 - Brandon Schaneberg, Steward, $25

Apr. 11 - Rochelle Christian Food Pantry, $25

Birthdays & Anniversaries

—
= April 19 April 26
- Pastor Angelo Bonacquisti Evan Jones

Apr. 12 - Justin Medine, Rochelle, $25

Apr. 13 - Alfano’s, Rochelle, $25

i

Apr. 14 - HOPE of Ogle County, $25

(-&i - April 21 April 30 — Apr. 15 - Luci Powell, Rochelle, $25
— Emma Waters Oakley Gonzales -
%_ Nora Bridgeman S—— Apr. 16 - Karen Cech, Rochelle, $50
—_—— i - ~=g)
- Lail:\%r:’-l\rzrzld _— Apr. 17 - Keith Pontnack, Rochelle, $25
- Jose Tlapa =
%

Apr. 18 - Mike Wetzel, Algonquin, $25

\
|

W

< . e —
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I —
— —_— T e—

Call 815-561-2151 to submit names for birthdays and anniversaries

Apr. 19 - Julia Faber, Compton, $25

iy
i \\\ %4
o- Coffee Break | INERNMETEEIIY
W by Linda Thistle
° o e 3
g Crossword 5 s 5
ACROSS 4 3 1
T ]2 |3 10 |11
1 Burden 1 8 3
5 "Terrif!" 12 6 5 a
8 Confront
12 Guesser's S d 6
words 1 6 q4 8
13 Rushmore 8 o 4
face
14 Big-screen 2 7 15
15 fE?rmat Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
anner hat each row across, each column down and
16 Actuality ! ez;cch small 9-box square contains all of the
18 Prepare for numbers from one to nine.
printing DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ¢ &
20 Staffers
5 € Moderate @ € Challenging
21 g;all batter e & HOO BOV!
22 "Today" rival’ 47 48 © 2023 King Features Synd., Inc.
briefly 50 51 -
23 Bizarre 4 CryptoQuip )
26 "The West 53 54
Wing' actor T S i ik Tt X Sauale Ot il odoar O hrouamoat
30 Altar constel- 52 Flintstones' 9 During 34 Did nothing the puzzle. Solution is accomplished by trial and error.
lation pet 10 Sidewalk eat- 35 Con Clue: N equals S
31 Group of 53 Scratched ery 36 Medico IPJF MW OWT LJBB NWGUSWMO
whales (out) 11 Former mates 37 Bout seg-
32 Pledge 54 Earth (Pref) 17 Mary's fol- ments IPW NFWZN TNRVK JV RBBVUNN-
33 Was behind 55 RBI, for one lower 39 V_ery begin- EXUJEFRVK NTSNEJVLU?
schedule 19 Melancholy ning
36 "Thank Me  DOWN 22 Deity 40 Jocular J GUMRLRVU MXWZZUX.
Later" rapper 1 Barn storage 23 Series of bat- Johnson _
38 — tear area tles 41 Ship wood N R e e _
(raging) 2 Paris airport 24 Historic peri- 42 Between jobs elvlislzltlglolz]s .
39 Sticky 3 Now, ona od 43 Actress Jltlolelslzlelv|s JGddOJp 9“!3!P9WV
stuff memo 25 007 creator Elisabeth zlslelvislalzlelt .
40 Cockeyed 4 Ersatz book- Fleming 44 Cannes milk tlolzlelclvls|elz (Jeouelsqns BUHEGH
43 Worldly mark 26 Caviar base 45 "Downton vizlsltlzlslelslo -Saallll o i
47 Stop signal 5 Taxi costs 27 Lab eggs Abbey" role lslelolelzlv|t|z SSSUHI e BUIS SdO],S OH
49 Small iPod 6 Helpacrook 28 Stir-frypan 46 Cheer (for) sleltlsloalelzlzlv ,{poqgwog ”gg noA Op lng
50 Story 7 Arthur of 29 Lamb's dam 48 Joke olzlvlislzleltlsle
51 Calendar "Maude" 31 School sup- clelzlzlvlilelols JoNSLe
abbr. 8 Re offspring port org. ‘SuIW gg :owi} uonn|os
© 2023 King Features Synd., Inc. omsUy SIamsuy dl“ OldKJ
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ASHTON NEWS

AFC Raider bz.lsebqll
team scores victories

ASHTON — The
Ashton-Franklin Center
varsity baseball team
cruised over South Beloit
22-2 in five innings on
Monday, April 10. Car-
son Rueff went 3-for-4
with five RBIs to lead
the AFC offense, while
Griffin Bushman went
2-for-4 with four RBIs
and Jordan Harris went
3-for-4 with three RBIs.
Rueff started on the
mound for the Raiders,
striking out nine batters
in four innings.

AFC’s Goldman competes in FFA judging events

On Saturday, Ashton-Franklin Center student Kyle Goldman participated in both
the Livestock & Dairy Judging Career Development Events.

Area Extension events planned

4-H Junior Gardener
SPIN Club, Tuesdays
April 18-Aug. 1| 4-5:30
p.m. - Immanuel Lu-
theran Church, Dixon

4-H Junior Gardener
teaches children about the
wonderful world of gar-
dening through hands-on
investigation of growing
their own vegetables &
flowers and learning to
use the harvest. A portion
of the produce grown will
be given to food insecure
situations.

The club is for youth
ages 8-18 and the cost is
$30 for non-4-H members
and $10 for4-H members.
For more information
contact the Lee Coun-
ty Extension Office at
815-857-3525. Register
online at: go.illinos.edu/
LeeColG

Native Plants: Se-
quence of Blooms| Four
Seasons Gardening,
April 25 | 1:30 p.m.
online

Seasons come and go,
buthome gardening never
stops. Pick up the knowl-
edge youneed to maintain
a safe and healthy home
landscape, create friendly
spaces for indoor plants,
and support a resilient
environment by joining
[llinois Extension Four
Seasons Gardening’s hor-
ticulture experts. Sessions
are free to attend, and
registration is required
at go.illinois.edu/Four-
Seasons. Native Plants:
Sequence of Blooms will
be offered at 1:30 p.m.
online on April 25.

Student Loan Man-
agement |Get Savvy
Monthly Webinar Se-
ries, May 3 | Noon online

Money management
education through Uni-
versity of Illinois Ex-
tension’s free Get Savvy
webinar series empowers
students, young adults,
and anyone seeking finan-

cial fitness skills with the
confidence to make smart
decisions about money to
build a stronger financial
foundation. Register at
go.illinois.edu/GetSav-
vyWebinars for any or
all one-hour sessions in
the noon series. Student
Loan Management will
be offered on May 3.

Invasive Plants: Be-
yond Outlawed | Four
Seasons Gardening,
May16|1:30 p.m. online

Seasons come and go,
buthome gardening never
stops. Pick up the knowl-
edge youneed to maintain
a safe and healthy home
landscape, create friendly
spaces for indoor plants,
and support a resilient
environment by joining
Illinois Extension Four
Seasons Gardening’s hor-
ticulture experts. Sessions
are free to attend, and
registration is required
at go.illinois.edu/Four-
Seasons. Invasive Plants:
Beyond Outlawed will be
offered at 1:30 PM online
on May 16.

Rabbit Workshop,
June 27 | 6 p.m. Lee
County 4-H Center,
Amboy

Lee County 4H is of-
fering a rabbit clinic June
27 for youth ages 8-18.
Youth will be learning
proper rabbit showman-
ship, education on rabbit
breeds, and how to show
rabbits. Register online at:
go.illinois.edu/LeeRabbit

Volunteer
Week

Volunteers play a vital
role in supporting 4-H
youth clubs and pro-
gramming. University
of Illinois Extension’s
4-H youth development
program in Carroll, Lee
and Whiteside counties
honors its volunteers
during National Volun-

teer Week, April 16-22.
National Volunteer Week
is an opportunity torecog-
nize volunteers’ continued
impact. “Volunteers are
thelifeblood of our clubs,”
Patricia McGlaughlin,
4-H youth development
specialist for volunteer
development, said. “On
average, 4-H volunteers
give more than eight
hours per month to their
program. Annually, that
time is worth almost
$3,000 per volunteer.
But their time, skills, and
passion are invaluable to
the youth they support.”
4-H clubs and programs
benefit from volunteers,
but volunteers also bene-
fit from the volunteering
experience, gaining skills
in teaching, leadership,
and communication that
are useful in their work
and lives.

“Most of our volunteers
report that they gained
useful skills, increased
their confidence, and made
connections in the com-
munity,” McGlaughlin
said.“Volunteering is a
two-way street in 4-H.
Volunteers give to the
clubs, but the clubs really
give right back.”

There’s no one path to
volunteering with 4-H.
Ways to volunteer could
include leading or be-
ginning a local or special
interest club, teaching
a skill through work-
shops, judging projects
at fairs and competition,
planning or helping at
events, or serving on
club advisory boards.
4-H clubs are always look-
ing for new volunteers to
share a passion, skill, tal-
ent, or time to help impact
today’s youth.

For more information
on 4-H and becoming a
4-H volunteer, contact our
main office in Sterling at
815-632-3611.

The Ashton-Franklin

Center varsity baseball
team fell 7-4 against
Eastland on Tuesday,
April 11. Carson Rueff
and Griffin Bushman
each finished with two
hits for the Raiders, while
Michael Cochrane struck
out seven batters over
four innings pitched on
the mound.

AFC rematched with
Eastland on Thursday,
April 13, winning 6-4
as Aaron Lester went
4-for-4 with two RBIs on
offense and Griffin Bush-
man went 3-for-3 with

one RBI. Jordan Harris
pitched for the Raiders
in their victory, striking
out 12 Eastland hitters
over five and two-thirds
innings to earn the win.
The Ashton-Franklin
Center varsity baseball
team shut out West Car-
roll 11-0 on Saturday,
April 15. Griffin Bush-
man and Auden Polk
each recorded two RBIs
in the win, while Carson
Rueff went 2-for-3 with
one RBI and pitched four
innings with seven strike-
outs and no runs allowed.

Freeman named Raider of the Week for April 12

The Ashton-Franklin Center School District recently congratulated Claire

Freeman for being named Raider of the Week for the week of April 12 for softball.

Claire batted .423 this past week and broke up two no-hitters. She has also
pitched six games so far this season. Claire is the daughter of Nikki and Mike
Freeman. The district thank its sponsors, AFC Athletic Boosters, Huddle Cafe &
Mimini’s Grocery Store, Ralphie & Lu Lu’s, Rev on 38, Rooney’s, and tmg designs
for helping the Raider of the Week continue.

ASHTON — In a Sun-

day letter to Ashton-Frank-
lin Center School District
families, Superintendent
Michael Lindy said admin-
istration was made aware
Sunday of a text message
threatening the safety of
students at AFC Elemen-
tary School.

Lindy said the district

immediately contacted law
enforcement authorities
and the Lee County Sher-
iff’s Office determined the
threat was not credible and
there was no threat to the
safety of AFC students or
staff. Out of an abundance
of caution, there was an
enhanced police presence
at AFCES on Monday.

Letter to families: Threat made to
AFCES, school goes on as planned

“We encourage you to
speak with your children
about the importance of
reporting threats to an
adult immediately as our
student’s safety is always
our number one priority,”
Lindy wrote in the letter to
local families. “Please feel
free to contact me with any
questions or concerns.”

Buy, Sell, Trade or Rent
through the

CLASSIFIEDS

MCN

&?
LIBRARIES

Mills and Petrie
Memorial Library
704 First Street
815-453-2213

Bar/Restaurant

Ralphie and Lulu’s

812 Main St., Ashton
815-453-2103

Community Building
Mills and Petrie Memorial

Building
Hourly, daily rentals for
your event
815-973-8397

Funeral Home
Beverage Lyons Funeral
Home
601 Richardson Ave.,
Ashton, 815-453-2441
beveragefamilyfh.com

CLOTHES

| [ | N
-;‘--
[ T

4/

\ﬁ!'@%‘

Insurance
Bradford Victor-Adams
Mutual Insurance
Company
120 W. South St., Franklin
Grove
815-456-2334

Public Librar

Mills and Petrie Memorial

Library
704 First Street
815-453-2213

CAICLZD)

Beverage Lyons

Funeral Home

601 Richardson Ave., Ashton
815-453-2441
beveragefamilyfh.com

CAuCO




ADVERTISE YOUR
BUSINESS HERE!

Great Rate -

Great Spot!

Call Mike @ 815-561-2124 or emaiil
mfeltes@oglecountylife.com

01252021

429-433 Lincoln Hwy. Rochelle, lllinois
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SPORTS

T-Byrd Lanes recently recognized several
local league bowlers with awards.

See page 4 for more details

RTHS Football

Ricketts makin

Former Hub student-athlete serving
with SAAC at Central College in Iowa

PELLA,Iowa—Central
College linebacker Gregory
Ricketts (Rochelle, Ro-
chelle Township HS) getsit.

Much like NCAA leg-
islative minutiae, details
about his Student-Athlete
Advisory Committee duties
are typically met by team-
mates and friends with the
same glassy-eyed indiffer-
ence that one might bring
to paging through a home
appliance owners’ manual.
He once had the same view.

But Ricketts found that
his trip to the NCAA Con-
vention in San Antonio,
Texas Jan. 11-14 was as
eye-opening to others as it
was to him. After Ricketts’
return froman event-packed
week, a friend confessed he
was taken aback.

“I thought that SAAC
thing was pretty low key,
like you didn’t do a whole
lot,” he told Ricketts with
a tone of wonder. “But that
stuff you were doing in San
Antonio--that looks like a
big deal.”

Ricketts laughed.

“In some ways, it was
a big deal,” he said. “It’s
where all the legislation
comes to, similar to going
to Congress. It just showed
the impact that we can have
asathletes onabroaderscale
and at a broader level.

And to Ricketts, at least,

fascinating as well.

When football teammate
and SAAC board member
Josh Mayhew tapped him
on the shoulder a couple
years ago and asked him
to consider serving, that
triggered a leadership as-
cent that Ricketts shrugs
off as random. Initially a
team representative, Rick-
etts moved onto Central’s
SAAC board, then volun-
teered to represent Central
at American Rivers SAAC
meetings, where he was
chosen as the conference
SAAC president, which
came with a plane ticket to
San Antonio.

“I stumbled into it, hon-
estly,” Ricketts said.

But Central associate
athletics director Alicia
O’Brien, who shares SAAC
advising responsibilities
with lecturer of kinesiol-
ogy Katelin Valster, said it
didn’t take long to see he
was destined to climb.

“To see somebody step
into a position and just lead
like he has is impressive,”
O’Brien said. “He has a
great skill set to be a leader.
He’s very interested in lis-
tening to people. He can get
up in front of a group and
run a discussion. Whether
it’sconference leadership or
his fellow students, he has
that ability to connect with

whatever person or groups
he’s speaking to.”

Andunlike inhis football
career, Ricketts” SAAC
contributions were not di-
minished by injury.

Ricketts flashed promise
as a freshman but due to
the global pandemic, the
2020 season morphed into
an abbreviated two-game
spring slate. Ricketts had
seven tackles and a pair of
pass breakups in the two
games. Big things were
expected heading into his
junior season.

“He was a heavily re-
cruited kid in high school,
with a lot of talent,” coach
Jeff McMartin said. “He
had a combination of great
speed and intelligence, and
he was also really physi-
cal. We were really excited
about him.”

Butone game into his ju-
nior season, Ricketts made
a big hit on a Kalamazoo
College (Mich.) running
back. It brought the running
back’s progresstoascreech-
ing halt, and did the same
to Ricketts’ season, as he
suffered a serious shoulder
injury.

Hours of rehab and oft-
season training left Ricketts
determined to make the
mostofhisseniorseason last
fall. Itwas his final shot. But
it was even shorter than the

g an impact

R

previous campaign. In the
fourth quarter of the season
opener against St. Olaf Col-
lege (Minn.), Ricketts and
linebacker Reid Pakkebier
(sophomore, Cedar Rapids,
Kennedy HS) both had their
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(PHOTO COURTESY OF CENTRAL COLLEGE)
Former Rochelle student-athlete Greg Ricketts (right) is above with Central
College President Mark Putnam.

eyes on an Oles’ pass.

“l was going to get it
and then I saw that he was
getting it, so [ went to plant
and basically the peroneal
tendons on the malleolus on
the outside of my foot were

snapping over so there was
nothing keeping it in, then
on the inside of my foot, my
deltoid ligament, it all got
ripped up,” he said.

See RICKETTS pg 3

Forge Wrestling Club

Local athletes rumble at Mat Rat Freestyle Classic
13 athletes participate in Triple Threat Takedown Tournament at Antioch HS

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

CAROL STREAM —
The Forge Wrestling Club
sent eight athletes to the
2023 Mat Rat Freestyle
Classic at Glenbard North
on Saturday, with two earn-
ing first-place tournament
titles.

Nehemiah Andronic
finished first in the 8U
Bantam 64-70 Division
witha3-0record. Andronic
scored a 10-0 technical
fall over NWQO’s Zach
Caputo before notching
a fall over Glen Ellyn’s
Henry Charron as well as
a 10-0 technical fall over
Forge Wrestling’s Conrad
Barber.

Jack Nordstromfinished
first in the 12U Novice
113-124 Division with
a 3-0 record. Nordstrom
earned three consecutive
falls over Gomez RTC’s
Gio Campos as well as
DeKalb Wrestling Club’s
Luigi Ramadani and Lem-
ont Bears wrestler Aiden
Flynn to win the division
CTOW.

AvaBarbertook second
in the Middle School Girls
67-71 Division and Austin
Clemens took second in
the 16U Cadets 133-146
Division witha 2-1 record,
scoring a 14-3 technical
fall over Beat the Streets
wrestler Aiden Noyes and

a 10-0 technical fall over
Brother Rice’s Oliver Da-
vis. Elias Andronic placed
third in the 8U Bantam
47-52 Division with a 1-2
record, defeating Frankfort
Gladiators wrestler Trecyn
Holba in the third round
with a 10-0 technical fall.
Conrad Barber placed
third in the 8U Bantam
64-70 Division with a 1-2
record, winning by fall
over Glen Ellyn’s Henry
Charron. Landon Kenney
placed third in the 16U
Cadets 143-144 Division
with a 2-1 record, earning
a 14-4 technical fall over
Naperville’s Cayden Rios
and a fall over Izzy Style’s
Logan Barrios. Cammyla
Macias finished seventh
in the Girls High School
115-120 Division with
a 1-2 record, notching a
fall over Honey Badgers
wrestler Diya Patel.

Triple Threat

The Forge Wrestling
Club sent 13 athletes to
the 2023 Triple Threat
Takedown Tournament
at Antioch High School
on Sunday. Three wres-
tlers took home first-place
finishes in the folkstyle
competition, while three
others secured second-
place finishes at the event.

Nolan Baker finished
first in the Age 19-40 147-
161 Division with a 3-0

record. Baker received a
forfeit over unattached
wrestler Bhavik Patel be-
fore scoring consecutive
16-0 technical falls over
Junior Patriots Wrestling
Club’s Marco Romani
and unattached wrestler
Thomas Sanner.

Alphonso Vruno fin-
ished firstin the Age 19-40
154-164 Division with a
2-1record. Vruno defeated
unattached wrestler Mi-
chael Stanley with a 4-2
decision before earning a
16-0technical fall over Get
it Done wrestler Jedediah
DeFillipo to close out the
tournament.

Tyler Baker finished
first in the Age 19-40
178-193 Division with a
3-0 record. Baker earned
a 12-0 major decision
against Johnsburg’s Ethan
Shedbalkar as well as a
16-0 technical fall over
Burlington’s Joseph To-
ledo and a 6-0 decision over
Badger Wrestling Club’s
Dylan Peter.

Nelson Baker took sec-
ond in the Age 19-40
135-145 Division with
a 1-1 record, notching a
16-0 technical fall over
McHenry Wrestling Club’s
Donavann Jackson. Brian
Andronic took second in
the Age 19-40 169-180
Division witha2-1record,
scoring back-to-back 16-0
technical falls against
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Tyler Baker was one of three first-place finishers for the Forge Wrestling Club
during the 2023 Triple Threat Takedown Tournament on Sunday.

unattached wrestler Chris
Rowland and Hawthorn
Middle School North’s
Steven Beck.

Elias Andronic took
second in the K & Under
47-50 Division with a 1-1
record, earning a 16-0
technical fall over Sand-
wich Little Indians wrestler
Krew Raines. Nehemiah
Andronic placed third in
the 1st & 2nd Grade 62-64
Division with a 2-1 re-

cord, defeatingMcHenry’s
Keegan Mullin by 6-2 deci-
sion and Arlington Cardi-
nals wrestler Llewyn Opels
by 16-0 technical fall.
Hunter King placed
third in the 7th & S8th
Grade 112-120 Division
with a 1-2 record, notch-
ing an 18-0 technical fall
over Belvidere’s Hunter
Ziegler. Jackson Norris
placed third in the 9th &
10th Grade 118-123 Di-

vision with a 1-2 record,
scoring a fall over Ringers
wrestler Nathan Mielke.
Jacob Good placed third
in the Age 19-40 200-205
Divisionand Eoghan Good
finished fourth in the Ist
& 2nd Grade 45-49 Divi-
sion. Aidan Lopez finished
fourth in the 7th & 8th
Grade 93-102 Divisionand
Cammyla Macias finished
fourth in the 9th & 10th
Grade 116-123 Division.
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Enjoya 15% piscount

when Ordering Online at
VincesPizzainRochelle.com

7 815.562.7300
Delivery & Curbside Pick Up
mvse=2 1071 N 7th St, Rochelle, IL K

Hello,
neighbor!

Huber Ins and Fin S(sln(
Shane’ Huber, 1, Agen
21EILRt.38

Please stop by and say, “Hi!"
m looking forward to serving your needs forinsurance and

Rochelle, IL 61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

o StateFarm-

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

nelghhor State Farm is there.®

DLX \lcdical

Caring for your S——

family’s health from _
infant to adults.

For appointment, please call

815-227-9594

1212 Currency Ct, Rochelle, IL 61068
Most Insurance Accepted

Local People Providing Local Service

MUNICIPAL UTILITIES

Wateris\Waste\Water:
Electrici:’Communications

Phone: 815-562-4155
Fax: 815-562-5861

www.rmu.net

 CENTRAL
'ILLINOIS
LOAN

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto - Home Improvement - Vacation
Jami Hackman e Tonia Holland

81575614035!

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle ol
All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies. m

@ MORTON
BUILDINGS

Ifyou can dream it, we can build it.

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

Rochelle Sales Office * Hwy. 251 N. ¢ 877-613-3050

R Chelle

Community Hospital
Your Local Healthcare Resource.

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181
www.rochellehospital.com

MEYERS

FURNITURE & FLOORING

209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8792
www.meyersfurniture.com

FREE
ESTIMATES!

Brung =

Construction, Ine,  Established 1897
* Residential
& Commercial
Concrete
¢ Additions

815-561-0099

Free Estimates ¢ Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

The businesses featured on this page are

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by patronizing their businesses.

WE SUPPORT OUR HUBS!

HUB SPOTLIGHT

Q: How many years have you
been playing this sport?
A: I've been competing since third
grade, so six years.

Q: What do you enjoy most
about this sport?

A: I love running on teams
and it s very fun to run with
other people on your team.
Q: What is your favorite
school subject and why?

A: Art because I love drawing.
Q: Who is your favorite
athlete and why?

A: Alivia Henkel because she runs
a lot of the same events I do and
she really inspires me.

Q: Who is your biggest role
model and why?

Samantha
Overton
Year: Freshman

Sport: Track & Field

Q: How many years have you
been playing this sport?
A: This is my second year.

Q: What do you enjoy most
about this sport?

A: There are so many different

opportunities.

Q: What is your favorite
school subject and why?
A: Ag because it's so much fun
and it’s really cool.

Q: Who is your favorite
athlete and why?

A: Kirk Cousins because I love
to watch football and he's the
quarterback of my favorite team.
Q: Who is your biggest role

« Groceries,

« Hand Cut Meats,
Deli & Produce

« Liquor, Wine & Beer

& Slot Machines

DNP, APRN, FNP-BC-CME

Kyrie
Cragin
Year: Freshman

Sport: Track & Field

A: My mom and dad because they
both work very hard for the family
and they do so much for me.
Q: What is your dream job
and why?

A: To be a graphic designer
because I love drawing for
other people.

Q: Where would your dream
vacation be and why?

A: Japan because I've been there
before and it’s very peaceful. The
food is also amazing.

Q: What is your favorite
thing about being a student-
athlete at RTHS?

A: The community and the drive
for success. I really feel like
an athlete here.

\

e csin\waddNa
model and why?

A: My dad because he has taught
me pretty much everything I know.
Q: What is your dream job
and why?

A: To be a firefighter because it
seems cool and I have many
different role models for it.

Q: Where would your dream
vacation be and why?

A: Alaska because it would be
50 cool.

Q: What is your favorite
thing about being a student-
athlete at RTHS?

A: There are so many fun
opportunities here.

Davis ;s

« Cigarettes & More LLC X
« Bar with Video Gaming
Kelly Ann Tonielle Dawtis

“Veteran Owned and Operated”

1212 Currency Court,

1201 Meriden Street,

Rochelle, IL ¢ 815-561-8500  Mendota,L ¢ 815-538-1800

Primary Care, Physicals, Weight L

Sat 9AM-9PM & Sun 9AM-5PM

s .. THE
#2555 HUDDLE CAFE

lers, Botox Injections, Suboxone Program

MERSON
PLU & HEATING, INC.

802 Main Street * 815-453-2677

Homemade Cooking, Small Town Atmosphere

Daily Specials
* Breakfast Served All Day
* Beer & Wine Served All Day
* Free Wi-Fi

Dine-In & Carryout

n Open Tues-Sat 7AM-8PM, Sun 7AM-2PM, Monday Closed

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners,
Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters,
Sewer Roddmg & Jettmg & More!

621 First Ave., Rochelle
(815) 562-878%

Lic# 055-013999

227 E. Rt 38 * Rochelle, IL

815-562-8706

www.rochellechiropractic.com

Now Accepting New Patients!

Alfano’s

Pizzeria and Italian Restaura

Taste The TRADITION
Taste The DIFFERENCE

Dine-In « Carry Out » Home Delivery

1115 TURKINGTON TERRACE, ROCHELLE

815-562-3312

JOHNSON
TRACTOR

SALES « PARTS « SERVICE

200 Steward Road
800.262.1680

www.johnsontractor.com |

AtlasAuto=

BUY HERE - PAY HERE

You Work - You Drive

e §19-062-1433

1400 N 7th St
Corner of Flagg Rd & Hwy 251 N

HUB-REMSEN

PRINT GROUP
101 Maple Ave ® Rochelle, IL 61068
815.562.7057 ® hub-remsen.com

D

“Proudly Serving the Rochelle Area Since 1945”

Berg-Johnson
A\ Electric

\ FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed and Insured

Residential ¢ Commercial ¢ Industrial

24 Hour Emergency Service

815-562-4937

500 Cleveland Avenue

We are
Ogle
o County’s

v § only
Ll GM Dealer!

+ Collision Repair + Rental Cars
+ 24 Hour Towing + Maintenance On All Makes
+ New/Preowned Vehicles and Models
+ Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

JEFFV PERRY

815-562-8787 VWWW jeffperrychevrolet.com

Busy Schedule?
Leave the cooking to us.

+ Large menu of foods

+ Rochelle’s famous chicken 3
by the dinner or bucket &)
i

& 4
+ Hand dipped ice cream
(16 flavors) & v"

P NCOUNTRY(SCHOUL

DRIVE-IN RESTAURANT g
251 N. ROCHELLE - 562-6039

Stillman

BANK

%

Earning Your Trust Since 1882

uuuuu

www.stillmanbank.com Bi¢

—010@

600D LUCK HUBS
FROM YOUR FANS AT:

o RESIDENTIAL
5 AGRICULTURAL
o COMMERCIAL

HAYDEN

REAL ESTAIE

815-562-2111 * hre@haydenreinc.com
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RICKETTS: RTHS alum making an impact off the field

From page 1

A longtime surgeon at
the University of lowa
Hospitals told him he’d
only repaired three deltoid
ligaments previously, and
he’d never seen the injury
on both the inside and out-
side of the ankle. Unlike
Ricketts’ leadership rise
this was, indeed, random
luck. Two season-ending
injuries and a global pan-
demic stole his Central
career.

Or did they? Ricketts’
response impressed Mc-
Martin even more than
his playing ability.

“How he handled
everything, the decision
he made to pour his en-
ergy into helping others
by coaching, by being
involved in SAAC, by
helping our program in
any way he could showed
that he could still have a
huge impact on our team,”
McMartin said.

Ricketts said when the
second injury hit, he knew
the drill.

“The things 1 learned
from my junior year, and
the frustrations and dis-
appointments that I had,
made this year easier, |
think,” he said. “It’s kind
of weird to say that but
it’s kind of like I’ve done
it once, I know what I’'m
not going to do and what
didn’t make me feel good.
And I know what did make
me feel good. So I just
focused on the things that
continued to push me in
the right direction. I told
my teammates it feels way
better to play hero than
to play victim. I decided
[’m going to get through
this and I’'m going to do
this for my friends and
my teammates. My junior
year | didn’t have that
same mentality. We had
one of the most successful
seasons in Central history
(12-1 with an extended
NCAA playoff run) and
it wasn’t as enjoyable for
me as it should have been.
It’s one of those things
where you live and learn.
It was unfortunate, but I
was lucky atthe same time
that I had been through it
so [ knew what I needed to

do and could do it better.”

Ricketts was a con-
stant presence at prac-
tice, working with other
players at his Bandit
linebacker position, pro-
viding instruction on a
personal level even more
effectively at times than
coaches could. When team
captains met with officials
for pregame coin flip,
it was Ricketts helping
represent the Dutch, his
injured leg propped on a
scooter as he wheeled his
way to midfield. As the
number of recruits visiting
campus grew with each
Central win a year ago,
it was Ricketts helping
connect with them.

“Seeing the group of
guysthatIsatwithatlunch
on game days thatcame in
this year as recruits and
now are going to even-
tually contribute, that’s
ultimately my footprint,”
he said.

Dwelling in the land of
what-ifs is wasted emo-
tion, Ricketts said.

“I think that I could
have played at a high
level but at the end of the
day, I never got that op-
portunity,” he said. “But
the perspective that I've
gained, how thankful I
am that I’'m part of this
program and this culture
and on this campus, the
opportunities that [’ve
had, I’m just thankful for
that. It’s honestly the best
way to think about it.”

One of those opportu-
nities came through his
SAAC work. Ricketts
confessed his own earlier
view of the NCAA mir-
rored the stereotypical
perspective of his friends.

“Inhighschool, through
the ways the media por-
trays it, you get a certain
idea,” he said. “For the
longest time, I thought it
was just a couple people
who sit around, make the
decisions and reap the
benefits of all the money.
But the layers and levels
and the amount of thought
that goes into every deci-
sion. To see how much
effort it takes to pass
legislation--people think
somebody just signed a
piece of paper and it went

through, when that’s not
the caseatall. That’s been
a cool eye-opening expe-
rience for me. And trying
to get that information
to other people, even on
our campus and specifi-
cally student-athletes, that
when your opinions are
stated, iteventually makes
its way to the national
SAAC and we do have
a pretty important role.”

Feeling that impact
first-hand was as much
of a convention highlight
to Ricketts as seeing for-
mer Dutch teammate on
stage with fellow quar-
terback Peyton Manning
as Hawkins received the
elite NCAA Today’s Top
10 Award at the NCAA
Honors Celebration Jan.
11.

“Some of'the legislative
pieces that went through
dealing with playing and
practices, Division III
SAAC took a different
stance than the major-
ity of the administrators
do,” Ricketts said. “And
that ended up flipping a
lot of the administrators’
opinions.”

Ricketts called that
gratifying, as is the move
to give a convention vote
next year to a Division
IIT SAAC representative.

“In the past, we would
write our opinion on
legislation and when that
proposal comes up, some-
body from the national
SAAC would come up
and read ‘this is where
Division III SAAC stands
because of this and this,’
and that was I,” he said.
“Most people would lis-
ten, but we didn’t have a
vote. Now we will actually
get to have a vote rather
than just an opinion.”

One of those listening
to student-athletes’ voices
wasnew NCAA president
Charlie Baker.

“That was a very bright
spot out of my trip,”
Ricketts said. “We had
a roundtable discussion
with him. We had prepared
statements and talked with
him about it and he did a
greatjob. He had two sons
who played in Division
III. So that was exciting.
It gives you hope, seeing

somebody like that come
in who seems to care not
only about Division I but
all the way to Division
I11.”

Ricketts found that
the issues his teammates
deal with aren’t unique to
Central.

“I'wassitting with three
ADs fromout eastduring a
roundtable discussion and
they were hitting on all of
the same points,” he said.
“Itwas enlightening to see
that it’s not just us.”

The Division IIISAAC
members connected
quickly.

“We’re a pretty tight
group, even though we
only see each other twice
ayear for seven days total,
we talk frequently,” Rick-
etts said. “We get along
well. We go out together
and do different things.
That was a super fun part
of the trip.”

The group shares ajoint
appreciation of Division
IIT often missing in the
public’s perspective.

“Sometimes Division
IIT athletics are seen as
inferior when in reality,
there are top athletes in
Division III that, for all
kinds of different reasons,
chosethisroute,” Ricketts
said. “Andnotonlyare we
competing at a high level,
but we also do all kinds of
things off the field.”

Ricketts was proud to
share with them that it was
the late Central president
Kenneth J. Weller who
authored the original
Division III philosophy.
That’s one of many Cen-
tral connections with the
NCAA, which notably
include Dick Schultz, a
1950 Central grad who
served as the NCAA’s
executive director from
1987-93.

“It means way more to
me than what it did my
freshman years, realizing
what (Weller) did for Di-
vision III,” Ricketts said.
“You don’t realize that
until you dig deeper into
the story. Getting people
to read about it and un-
derstand what he did, not
only for us at Central, but
for all of Division III and
thousands of athletes, is

COMMUNITY BOARD

really cool. Even at our
national SAAC meet-
ings, just in conversation,
we’vetalked about it with
some of my friends there
and they didn’t realize
Dr. Weller had done all
this stuft.”

Yet Ricketts said there
is also mutual respect
among SAAC members
from other divisions.

“Alot of the Division |
athletes are bigger,” Rick-
etts said. “You could tell
they’re Division I athletes,
but at the end of the day,
they are people doing the
same things that we were.
It was good to have those
conversations.”

O’Brien attends the
convention annually and
was joined by Central
president Mark Putnam,
who currently serves as
American Rivers Confer-
ence Presidents Council
chair. They were im-
pressed with Ricketts’
efforts.

“He’s very organized,
understands about getting
opinions and then doing
background work and
presenting a proposal,”
O’Brien said.

“l think he carried
himself really well. I got
alot of compliments from
people who deal with him
that week like, ‘Oh, yeah,
he’s a good one.””

Ricketts’ skills were
also on display when he
returned to campus.

“When we came back
from the convention
and then he presents to
the SAAC group, he
shares,‘Here’s the things
that were voted on. Here
are the reasons why, here
are thereasons why not,””
O’Brien said. “His lead-
ership skills really stand
out there. He has really
embraced the role and
understands how to get
a group working in the
right direction, which not
everybody can do.”

Ricketts will travel
with the Dutch football
squad one more time
when the squad makes a
trek to Spain following
graduation in May. But
then he’llmost likely head
to graduate school. The
University of Georgia and
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the University of Houston
are among the programs
on his short list as he eyes
a career in athletics ad-
ministration, possibly in
a conference office. And
his SAAC experiences
even have him ponderinga
future withthe NCAA. He
applied for an internship
there and is intrigued by
the legislative machina-
tions that make much of
the general public cringe.

“Most of the role that I
would have been in would
have been committee sup-
port,” he said. “It would
be cool to work with the
different committees in
whatever division, and
with that, the people that
you are rubbing shoulders
with are just very interest-
ing people who have had
success. That was some-
thing thatappealed tome.”

Ricketts will leave
Central as an impact
player after all.

“Football ended early
for him but he looked at
thisas a way toreally have
an impact on Division III
athletics,” McMartin said.

It’s a Central career so
full that Ricketts finds no
room for disappointment.

“When I came into
college, 1 had all these
athleticaccomplishments
that [ wanted to check off
the list and, in all honesty,
I didn’t check a single
one of them,” he said.
“I started for a couple of
games but never got to
play big-time snaps in
big-time football games
at Central. And so, at
the end of the day, that’s
frustrating, but the things
that I’ve gained profes-
sionally, emotionally,
socially, even physically
before I got injured, are
the trade-offs that make
everything worth it. I’ve
had these experiences.
I’ve met these people and
built this network.

“I know that if I would
have gone to another
school, I wouldn’t have
the same priorities that I
do now. I’m super thank-
ful for the discipline that
has been instilled in me
from coming to Central
College and the experi-
ences that I’ve had.”
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« Stock & Custom Design
« Many Options Available

779.861.3542

« Competitive Pricing
« Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

: Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, a2
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Heating & Air Conditioning

Keen your family safe and warm!

HuLr

Precision Furnace
Clean & Check

HVAC s85.00

Heating, Cooling & Duct Cleaning Specialist

815-561-6551

www.Hull[HVAC.com

527 2nd Ave Rochelle, IL 61068

Includes FREE
carbon monoxide test

24/7 Emergency Service
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Bruns

Construction, Inc.
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Commercial Concrete

815-561-0099

Free Estimates  Fully Insured

FREE
ESTIMATES!

ﬁm & Roge Brns, Owners
Established 1997

www.brunsconstructioninc.com
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Roofing,
‘ Commerclal Metal
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Local league bowlers take home Pins Over Average Awards from T-Byrd Lanes
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T-Byrd Lanes recently recognized several local league bowlers with awards. Kylie McCullough, Evin Odle, Ben Wengelewski and Logan Frye (above left to right) all
earned 50 Pins Over Average Awards in the High School League. Jonathan Alanis, Jaxon Breit and Brock Yarbrough (below left to right) each earned 75 Pins Over
Average Awards for their efforts in the High School League and Youth League.

RTHS Baseball

Metzger fires shutout as Hubs defeat Guilford

Rochelle concedes extra-inning loss against Morris in Interstate 8 play Friday

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCKFORD
Sophomore Brandyn
Metzger fired a complete
game for the Rochelle
Hub varsity baseball team
on Saturday, allowing
only three earned runs
with five strikeouts on the
mound as the purple and
white defeated Rockford
Guilford 12-3 in noncon-
ference action.

Rochelle (5-7, 3-2
Interstate 8) totaled 17
hits in the win, with five
different players record-
ing at least three hits.
Senior Colton O’Rorke
went 3-for-5 with a home
run and three RBIs, while
senior Noah Lara went
3-for-4 with a home run
and two RBIs. Junior

Brock Metzger went
3-for-4 from the lead-off
hole, doubling twice and
adding one RBI for the
Hub offense in the win.
Seniors Bradley Cooney
and Alex Burnette each
finished 3-for-5 with one
RBI for Rochelle.

The Hubs took a 3-0
lead in the top of the
second inning, where RBI
groundouts from senior
Aidan Rodriguez and
freshman Brode Metzger
sparked the offense and
senior Dylan Gapski
walked before scoring
on a wild pitch. Rochelle
added three runs in the
top of the fourth inning,
takinga 6-0 lead after RBI
doubles from Gapski and
Brock Metzger as well as
an RBI single from Lara.
Guilford tallied one run

on a sacrifice fly in the
bottom of the fourth in-
ning.

Leading 6-1, Rochelle
rallied for four runs in the
top of the sixth inning,
where O’Rorke belted
a two-run triple to deep
center field before scor-
ing on Cooney’s RBI
groundout two batters
later. Burnette followed
with an RBI double into
the left-center-field gap
for another Rochelle run.
The Vikings plated two
runs in the bottom of the
sixth inning, but the Hubs
iced the win in the top of
the seventh inning, where
O’Rorke and Lara con-
nected on back-to-back
home runs to left field.

Morris

Atwo-run lead after six

innings wasn’t enough for
the Rochelle Hub varsity
baseball team on Friday,
when the purple and white
teed off an Interstate 8
Conference home-and-
home series against the
Morris Redskins insearch
of'three consecutive wins
in conference action.

Senior Bradley Cooney
nearly tossed a complete
game for the Hubs, throw-
ing six and two-thirds in-
nings with four strikeouts
and only two earned runs
allowed. Both runs came
in the bottom of the sev-
enth inning, where Mor-
ris hit back-to-back RBI
singles to even the score
and force the game into
extra frames.

The Redskins added
a run in the bottom of
the eighth inning, scor-

ing on a walk-off single
from Griffin Zweeres
and handing Rochelle a
3-2 loss.

The Hubs (4-7, 3-2
Interstate 8) took the
early lead in the game,
scoring after senior Gar-
rett Gensler reached on a
dropped third strike and
senior Aidan Rodriguez
sent a sacrifice fly into
center field during the top
of'the second inning. Ro-
driguez scored Rochelle’s
second run in the top of
the fifth inning, crossing
home plate after senior
Colton O’Rorke cracked
an RBI double to right-
center field. O’Rorke
reached base three times
for the Hubs, who were
held to three hits.

Morris tied the score
with atwo-outrally in the

bottom of the seventh in-
ning, where Ximi Baftiri
walked and Landon Van-
Dyke singled to set the
table for Brett Bounds
and AJ Zweeres, who fol-
lowed with consecutive
RBI knocks.

The Redskins won the
game after Cody DelFa-
vero drew a lead-off walk
and advanced two bases
onasteal and a wild pitch.
Griffin Zweeres then
slapped an RBI single
through the middle to
bring DelFavero home.

RTHS Girls Track

Lady Hubs finish sixth at Freeport Invitational

Henkel records four top-4 placements including win in 300-meter hurdles

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

FREEPORT — The
Rochelle Lady Hub varsity
track and field team took
sixth out of nine schools
inthe Freeport Invitational
on Friday evening, scoring
61 points to outpace Wood-
stock North (27 points),
Rockford Lutheran (26
points) and Beloit Memo-

rial (18 points).

Junior Alivia Henkel
finished firstin the 300-me-
ter hurdles with a time of
47.52 seconds. Henkel also
recorded top-4 placements
in the 100-meter hurdles
(third in 18.29 seconds) as
well as the 200-meter dash
(third in 28.01 seconds)
and the long jump (fourth
with 4.47 meters).

Junior Kylie Smith took

third in the 400-meter dash
with a time of 1:06.23.
Freshman Kyrie Cragin
placed fourth in the pole
vault with a clearance of
1.68 meters and senior
Macy Ramos finished sixth
inthe highjump with aleap
of 1.32 meters. Senior Sa-
mantha Sanford took ninth
inthe shot put with a throw
of 8.37 meters and 10th in
the discus with a throw of

21.89 meters.

Rochelle’s 1600-meter
relay team (Savanna Wil-
son, Zoe White, Ryelee
Bogle and Alex Neece)
finished fifth with a time
0f 4:46.59 and Rochelle’s
800-meter relay team
(Rylee Jackson, Kyrie Cra-
gin, Alex Neece and Zoe
White) placed sixth with a
timeof 1:59.86.Rochelle’s
3200-meter relay team

(Mary Chadwick, Bridgett
Ramirez, Savanna Wilson
and Emely Hernandez)
finished fifth with a time
0f12:58.66 and Rochelle’s
400-meter relay team
(Rylee Jackson, Carmela
Bright, Arline Villanueva
and Macy Ramos) took
seventh with a time of
57.07 seconds.
Freshman Annaliese
Koziol finished seventh in

the 3200-meter run with a
time of 15:07.30. Fresh-
man Rose Luxton took
10th in the 1600-meter run
with a time of 6:50.86 and
freshman Mary Chadwick
placed 11th in the 800-me-
ter run with a time of
3:04.50. Freshmen Ryelee
Bogle and Carmela Bright
finished 12th and 13th in
the 100-meter dash with
times of 15.00 and 15.36.
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Sell your household items for free.

n u
I Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words
a S S I I ‘ ! o - one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE -

HILLCREST -

101
LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF THE
FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL
DISTRICT
SS.
COUNTY OF OGLE
IN THE MATTER OF
HE ESTATE OF
MADELINE KARCZ,

Deceased

)

No. 2023PR13
CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is hereby given
of the death of MADE-
LINE KARCZ, of Ro-
chelle, lllinois. Letters
ere issued on March
22, 2023, to DIANE W.
ANDERSON, whose
address is 1708 High-
land Place, Streator,
IL 61364, and whose
attorney is James G.
Ahlberg, PO Box 358,
Rochelle, IL 61068.
Claims against the
estate may be filed in
he office of the Cir-
cuit Clerk of the Court
at the Ogle County
Courthouse, Oregon,
lllinois, or with the rep-
resentative, or both, no
later than October 9,
2023, and any claim
not filed within that pe-
riod is barred. Copies
of a claim filed with the
Clerk must be mailed
or delivered to the rep-
resentative and to the
attorney within 10 days
after it has been filed.
No. 0413
(April 5, 12 and 19,
2023)

SPECIAL MEETING
NOTICE
he Rochelle Com-
munity ~ Consolidated
School District 231
Board of Education will
hold a Special Meeting
on April 25, 2023, at
6:00 PM for the pur-
pose of conducting a
Board Reorganization
meeting following the
April  election.  This
meeting will be held
in the Board Room at
Rochelle  Township
High School, 1401
Flagg Road, Rochelle,
lllinois.
David Casey, School
Board President
Rochelle  Community
Consolidated Board of
Education, District 231
No. 0433
(April 19, 2023)

101
LEGAL NOTICE

his publication does
not knowingly accept
raudulent or deceptive
advertising.  Readers
are cautioned to
horoughly investigate
all ads, especially
hose asking for money
in advance.

105
BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does
not knowingly accept
raudulent or deceptive
advertising.  Readers
are cautioned to
horoughly investigate
all ads, especially
hose asking for money
in advance.”

113

FINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance
Fee Loans or Credit
Offers Companies
hat do business
by phone cant ask
ou to pay for credit
before you get it. For
more information, call
oll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service
message from your
hometown newspaper
and the Federal Trade
Commission.

119
ANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does
not knowingly accept

fraudulent or deceptive
advertising.  Readers
are cautioned to
thoroughly investigate
all ads, especially
those asking for money
in advance.”

127
SERVICES AND
REPAIRS

FURMAN’S Lawn
Care and Tree Work.
Mowing, bushes,
spring clean up,
weeding and much
more. Call Jeremy
Furman 815-761-
9619. Please leave a
message will return call
ASAP. Fully insured, in
business since 1999.
Servicing Rochelle and
surrounding areas.

CUSTOM Construction
Systems. Residential/
Commercial  Roofing.
Shingles/Metal/Flat.
815-871-7835. (05-24-
23)

201
DOMESTIC/CHILD
CARE

NO INDIVIDUAL,
unless licensed or
holding a permit as a
childcare facility, may
cause to be published
any advertisement
soliciting a child care
service. A childcare
facility that is licensed
or operating under a
permit issued by the
lllinois Department of
Children and Family
Services may publish
advertisements of the
services for which it is
specifically licensed or
issued a permit. Your
Hometown Newspaper
strongly urges any
parent or guardian to
verify the validity of the
license of any facility
before placing a child
in its care.

301
ANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY:
Vintage Metal and
Wood  Signs, Milk
Bottles & Local
Advertising, Oak
Icebox, Iron Door Stop
and Antique Lighting...
Call Dick Harms at
815-562-2928 or email
dickharms @hotmail.
com

ANTIQUES WANTED:
| pay cash for antiques;
furniture,  glassware,
pottery & crocks, tin
& iron toys, sterling
silver, decoys. If it’s
antique, I'm interested
in looking! Call 815-
562-2928 or email
dickharms@hotmail.
com

307
MISCELLANEOUS
FOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper
-$3 per Bundle. End
Roll- Cost Depends
on Weight of Roll.
Available Monday-
Friday 815-562-4171
(BAM-NOON  ONLY)
Rochelle News Leader.

405

HOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE
advertised herein is
subject to the Federal
Fair  Housing Act,
which makes it illegal
to advertise any
preference, limitation
or discrimination based
on race, color, religion,
sex, handicap, familial
status, or national
origin, or intention
to make any such
preferences, limitation
or discrimination. We
will  not  knowingly
accept any advertising
for real estate which
is in violation of the
law. All persons are
hereby informed that
dwellings  advertised
are available on an
equal opportunity
basis.

CRESTON

LY A *l
K i Q of
A’ ‘VI y \ /

307

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

NEW MILFORD
REFRIGERATION

NEW, USED
SCRATCH & DENT
e Refrigerators ¢ Freezers
e Washers/Dryers ¢ Stoves

We also carry a
large selection
of refurbished
appliances with a
warranty.
6331 11th Street, Rockford

815-262-3900.......

STEWARD KINGS

ASHTON

| KEEP AMERICA/
BEAUTIFUL

Buy, Sell, Trade or Rent

through the
CLASSIFIEDS
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SPORTS

RTHS Boys Track

Rochelle takes fourth

in annual Hub Relays
RTHS fresh-soph team places third

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Ro-
chelle Township High
School held the annual
Hub Relays on Saturday,
with the Hubs scoring
54.95 points and finishing
fourth out of eight schools
in the varsity competition.
Rochelle added 15 points
in the fresh-soph compe-
tition to take third out of
seven schools.

Rochelle’s 440-meter
shuttle hurdle relay team
(Ethan Bergeson, Wy-
att Worthington, Andrew
Nuyen and Kenny Over-
ton) finished second with a
timeof1:15.56. Rochelle’s
6400-meter relay team
(Luis Hernandez, Declan
McGee, Thomas Kozi-
ol and Emil Rodriguez)
placed fifth with a time of
21:53.48 and Rochelle’s
3200-meter relay team

(Elijah Mayen, Thomas
Koziol, Abel Huerta and
Emil Rodriguez) took sixth
withatime 0£9:46.60. Ro-
chelle’s 800-meter relay
team (Jack Tilton, Caden
Goodwin, Gabe Montes
and Bruno Fernandez)
finished fourth in 1:46.66.

Rochelle’s 1600-me-
ter sprint medley relay
team (Irving Escalante,
Nathan Sergeant, Chris
Hickey and Elijah Mayen)
and 4000-meter distance
medley relay (Emil Rodri-
guez, Wyatt Worthington,
Abel Huerta and Thomas
Koziol) each placed sixth
with respective times of
4:20.52 and 13:35.68. Ro-
chelle’s 400-meter relay
team (Landon DelLille,
Nathan Sergeant, Irving
Escalante and Bruno Fer-
nandez) took fifth in48.65
and Rochelle’s 1600-me-
ter relay team (Jackson
Smith, Nathan Sergeant,

Chris Hickey and Irving
Escalante) finished sixth
in 3:59.11.

Junior Luis Hernandez
finished fourth in the
3200-meterrun withatime
of 11:12.60 and freshman
Wyatt Worthington took
seventh in the 300-meter
hurdles with a time of
49.42 seconds. Sophomore
Jack Tilton won the high
jump with a clearance of
1.83 meters and sopho-
more Kenny Overton
placed third in the pole
vault with a clearance of
3.05 meters.

Junior Nathan Sergeant
finished fourth in the triple
jump with a leap of 11.40
meters and sophomore
Virgil O’Dell took 11th
in the long jump with a
leap of 5.44 meters. Junior
Landon Mickley placed
seventh in the shot put
(12.72 meters) and 14th in
the discus (30.40 meters).

RTHS Softball

Williams hits RBI double

in road loss at Kaneland
Lady Hubs suffer 20-1 loss Friday

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

MAPLE PARK — Se-
nior Francesca Williams
smacked an RBI double
to help the Rochelle Lady
Hub varsity softball team
avoid a shutout during
Interstate 8 play against
Kaneland on Friday.

Williams recorded the
only hit of the afternoon
for the Lady Hubs, who
fell to the Knights 20-1
after conceding 12 runs in
the bottom of the second
inning and seven runs in
the bottom of the third
inning. Rochelle (3-7,
1-4 Interstate 8) will host
Indian Creek on Tuesday

No clogging, No cleaning

at 4:30 p.m.

Kaneland took a 1-0
lead with one run on a solo
homer from Emily Olp in
the bottom of the first in-
ning. Freshman Madigan
Williams reached on an
error and scored on the
Francesca Williams double
to tie the score at 1-1 in the
top of the second inning.

Seal of Mpml
far 16 straight years.

Community Unity

Shop - Play - Stay

9 Biggest Benefits
Of Shopping Rochelle First

Youth programs,

schools and non-

profit groups

look to our

businesses first

when fundraising.
These community-minded
businesses donate faithfully to
local youth sports programs,
community clubs, nonprofit
groups and churches — just to
name a few. Shouldn’t we look
to those same businesses
first when we need goods
and services? Of course we
should!

High rate of
return. For every
$100 spent in
independently
owned stores,
$68 returns to the community
through payroll, taxes and
other expenditures. Online
orders return absolutely
nothing to Rochelle, IL.

Seeking health

care in your

hometown brings

the comforts of

receiving qualified
care from people you know
and trust. Whether it be a trip
to the dentist, regular health
care screenings, a visit to a
specialist or an emergency,
you need not travel. It’s all
right here.

Banking with
people who know
you is a luxury
found only in
hometowns.
You don’t have
to show your ID every time
you go in. You can get a
loan from people who know
you and understand your
needs, whether it be money
for your first car or to help
your business grow. Local
banks believe in the value of
community members helping
one another.
No one wants to
have to make an
insurance claim,
but it’s painless
when your agent
is your neighbor.
You don’t have to convince
them that there was a hail
storm, or that the wind nearly
took your roof off. They know
because they live here. Which
do you want when you’ve
had a bad day: A face-to-face
meeting with your local agent,
or a machine answering the
phone at that big national
insurer that advertises on TV?
Time is money.
It’s simple math
(especially when
you figure in gas
mileage.) Shopping
locally can actually
save you both time and

money!

NORTH AMERICA'S

1 Sellmgwmk inTub

Featuring our Free Shower Package

Customer service
after the sale is
invaluable. Local
retailers not only
take responsibility
for the product
they sold, they will often fix it
or replace it — no questions
asked. Appliances, furniture,
computers and electronics
sometimes have glitches.
Would you rather box
yours up, send it to who
knows where, and wait six to
eight weeks, or just go back
to thenice guy that helped you
when you bought it?

Keeping it local

encourages

community

growth. By

choosing to do

business locally,
you help maintain Rochelle’s
diversity, charm and appeal;
which attracts new community
members.

One word: Jobs.

When you do

business of any

kind in Rochelle,

it creates and

maintains jobs for
others in our area . A healthy
employment rate is the
cornerstone of all economies.
How can you help the
economy recover? Start at
home.

Fppp Back |
ﬁ'ff Sﬂag;;‘:ﬁrg%w
4 4

Now you can ﬁnally have all

lli |

No leaking, No water damage
No ladder accidents

Call now for your free estimate!
Financing available 815-673-7532

20% off total purchase*
Does not include cost of material. Offer expires 4/30/23

i Receive a $50 Visa Gift Card
with your free in-home estimate

*All participants who attend an estimated 60-90-minute in-home product consultation will receive a $50 Visa gift
card. Retail value is $50. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Haldings Inc. Limit ane per household. Company pracures,
sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or
involved with a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants
rmust have a phato 1D and be legally able toenter into a contract. The following persans are noteligible for this offer:
employees of Company or affliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants
ina Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift
may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value
if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class United States Mail within 10 days of
receipt of the promation form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promation or discount of any kind. Offer not
sponsored and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. Offer not available in the states of CA, IN, PA
and MI. Expires 4/30/23. Receive a $50 Visa Gift Card with your free in-home estimate

® Guaranteed no to clog for as long as you own your home, or we will dean your guttters for free.

: of the soothing benefits of a

; relaxing warm bath, or enjoy

a convenient refreshing shower
while seated or standing

with Safe Step WalleIn Tub’s
FREE Shower Package!

v First wall-in tub available with

a customizable shower

v Fixed rainfall shower head is
adjustable for your height and pivots

o] OEEI' a seated S]'IOWCI' DP[iO]’l

v High-quality tub complete
L) with a comprehensive lifetime
warranty on the entire tub

 Top-of-the-line installation
and service, all included at one

low;, affordable price

Now you can have the best qf

[ Ay safester both warfds—t?ere isn’t a better,
| J more a_ﬁbrda& e walk-in tub!

|

|

] " FREE SHOWER
PACKAGE

PLUS $1500 OFF

: FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY :
i Call Toll-Free 1-800-000-0000

Ay safestep

www.BuySafeStep.com

] i

| With of & new Safs Step Watk4n Tub. i

an%nmpmmwamammmw lsat |
No

cssh value. Must prasent offer st time of purchase,

=

Call Today for Your Free Shower Package

1-815-660-0041
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