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BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — At its 
meeting Monday, the Ro-
chelle City Council heard a 
presentation by City Man-
ager Jeff Fiegenschuh, Fire 
Chief Dave Sawlsville 
and Firefighter/Paramedic 
Tyler Carls on a proposed 
increase in staffing for the 
Rochelle Fire Department. 

RFD has seen record 
call numbers in recent 
years and a shortage of paid 
on-call firefighters, which 
it uses to supplement its 
staffing. The department 
handles both fire and EMS 
calls. Once full-time staff is 
engaged with a call, RFD 
relies on paid on-call staff 
to report to the station to 
handle additional calls. 

“I sat down with our 
fire personnel and really 
listened to what they had 
to say about their staffing 
needs,” Fiegenschuh said. 
“It became more and more 
apparent to me that it 
certainly is an issue at the 
department. I wouldn’t 
be here if there wasn’t a 
need. We haven’t increased 
staffing since 2006. For 
me, this proposal is about 
the safety of our fire de-
partment employees and 
providing a better service 
for our residents.”

Last year, RFD re-
sponded to 3,028 calls 

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

STEWARD — No 
injuries were seen, and 
a corn crib building is a 
total loss as a result of a 
Sunday fire in Steward, 
Rochelle Fire Department 
Firefighter/Paramedic Ty-
ler Carls said. 

RFD was dispatched 
at 12:32 p.m. on Sunday 
for a structure fire at 3023 
Perry Road in Steward and 
heavy flames and smoke 
could be seen coming 
from the building as de-
partments approached. 
The Ogle-Lee Fire Protec-
tion District departments 
of Steward and Flagg 
Center also responded 
initially with RFD.

“The burning building 
was a 35-feet wide by 
50-feet deep corn crib,” 
Carls said. “There was 
also an exposed building 
nearby to the east that 
was a machine shed. 
Steward Fire arrived first 
and worked to protect the 

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The 
Rochelle Police Depart-
ment responded to a call 
of shots fired in the area 
of the intersection of 
Washington Street and 
2nd Avenue on Saturday 
evening, RPD Interim 
Chief Pete Pavia said. 

RPD dispatch received 
a call around 9:55 p.m. 
reporting multiple shots 
fired in the area and of-
ficers arrived on scene to 
find people running in the 
area, Pavia said. RPD’s 
investigation didn’t sug-
gest that anyone was 
shot, and it contacted area 
hospitals to see if anyone 
had been admitted with 
gunshot wounds. 

“Witnesses said mul-
tiple people were shoot-
ing,” Pavia said. “We 
found bullet holes in 
buildings and vehicles. 
We called the Illinois 
State Police crime lab 
and now detectives are 
working the case. About 
25-30 shots were fired. 
We have no information 
on a suspect at this time. 
The majority of people 
that we talked with were 
from out of the area, in-
cluding a lot of Chicago 
addresses.”

Pavia said that in-
vestigators are unsure 
what started the shooting 
altercation and said that 
police “did not receive a 
lot of cooperation” from 
witnesses on the scene. 
He asked anyone with 
information related to the 
incident to contact RPD. 

The investigation is 
ongoing and the depart-
ment is looking into 
footage on any cameras 
in the area. Officers were 
on scene until 6 a.m. due 
to waiting for the ISP 
crime lab and daylight. 
The Ogle County Sher-
iff’s Office assisted with 
the response Saturday 
as well. 

“I wish we had more 
information,” Pavia said. 
“As far as we know, 
nobody was shot. The 
lack of cooperation by 
witnesses isn’t helping 
this case at all.”

Council discusses RFD staffing
Purchase of land near airport approved for future expansion

for service, which is just 
over eight calls per day, 
on average. It saw an av-
erage of 1.6 multiple calls 
per day where off-duty 
personnel were recalled 
to cover the second call. 
RFD saw 1,828 calls in 
2018, with that number 
rising to 3,028 in 2022 
with no staff increases over 
that time. Carls said the 
department is on pace in 
2023 to set another record 
in call numbers.

The presentation said 
industry standards recom-
mend additional staffing 
when the percentage of 
overlapping calls becomes 

15-20 percent, and that 
RFD saw that number at 
29.17 percent in 2021 and 
19.65 percent in 2022.

“On a daily basis, we’re 
seeing two requests for 
service at the same time,” 
Carls said. “And we want 
to be able to provide a 
proper service to the cit-
izens and the taxpayers 
of this community. And 
we’re having difficulty 
doing that.”

In 2021, RFD saw 
210.25 calls per firefighter 
and in that same year, sim-
ilarly-sized departments 
in Sycamore (88.14 calls 
per firefighter) and Dixon 

(159.46 calls per firefight-
er) saw significantly lower 
numbers.

Carls and Sawlsville 
said that the city is seeing 
high call numbers due 
to factors including the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
access to care, Rochelle’s 
transient population, prox-
imity to two interstates, 
increase in senior living 
facilities, and its proximity 
to other communities and 
paramedic ambulance ser-
vices. Mayor John Bear-
rows said he would support 
an increase in staffing.

See CITY page 8

Rochelle Mayor John Bearrows recognized April 30 to May 6 as Professional 
Municipal Clerks Week in the city and posed for a photo and thanked City Clerk 
Rose Hueramo.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

RPD responds 
to shots fired 
downtown

Corn crib building in Steward 
a total loss after Sunday fire

12 area fire departments respond to rural blaze

second building. We sup-
plied the water and went 
to a second alarm, which 
displaced our mutual aid 
partners from DeKalb, 
Lynn-Scott-Rock, Malta, 
Creston, Hillcrest, Paw 
Paw, Stillman Valley, 
Lee and Franklin Grove 

departments.” 
Carls said no injuries 

were suffered by residents 
or fire personnel. The 
fire’s cause is still under 
investigation, but Carls 
said it appeared to be 
accidental. 

The corn crib building 

was a total loss, and Carls 
said the value of it wasn’t 
clear. The second machine 
shed building sustained 
moderate damage from 
the fire but can be repaired. 
Fire personnel were on 
scene for just under three 
hours on Sunday.

No injuries were seen, and a corn crib building is a total loss as a result of a 
Sunday fire in Steward, Rochelle Fire Department Firefighter/Paramedic Tyler 
Carls said. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)
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Merlin’s &HagemannHagemann
HorticultureHorticulture

GARDEN PARTY
April 28 open 9-5 
April 29 open 9-4

Door Prizes, Store-Wide  
Discounts and Food Samplings

300 Mix Street, Oregon IL 61061 • 815-732-2969

Everything  
20% OFF *

*some exclusions apply

HUGE selecton  
of Tropicals for  

your outdoor  
patio needs.

LARGEST 
LARGEST SELECTION 

SELECTION EVER!EVER!

The Other Side Boutique
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26
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Check out our latest 
SPRING

Fashions & Jewelry!

May Sunday Hours:
9AM - 1PM

Merlin’s side only

We NOW  
carry sizes  

x-small  
thru 3x!

Cracker Jax, This & That Collectibles, Kid Stuff, Blu Door Decor, Canvas Hair Studio, Perchance, Robin’s Nest Bookshoppe & So Many More!

Sponsored by Downtown DeKalb Merchants/Restaurants

Chances to win gift 

cards to local  

merchants and a 

grand prize of a Gift 

Basket of Restaurant 

Cards to multiple 

local restaurants!

Every  
participating 

store will have 
special events or 
deals in-store!

More than 15 
participating 
businesses!
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23

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

SYCAMORE — Start-
ing next school year, Ro-
chelle Township High 
School students will have 
the opportunity to take 
courses at the new Kish-
waukee Education Consor-
tium welding school facility 
in Sycamore. 

KEC partners with Kish-
waukee College to offer 
occupational dual-credit 
courses to students from 
five area high schools: 
DeKalb High School, Ge-
noa-Kingston High School, 
Hiawatha High School, 
RTHS and Sycamore High 
School. The courses get 
students started on a career 
or technical pathway.

KEC Welding Instructor 
Kevin Nelson said that the 
new facility is a result of a 
partnership between a local 
entrepreneur, Chris Mayer, 
and KEC. Together, the 
partnership has resulted in 
the transformation of the 
old Anaconda wire corpora-
tion complex in Sycamore 
into a space for the welding 
classes. Nelson said the 
transformation involved 
“significant investments” 
in upgrading and updating 
the building to start to create 
a state-of-the-art classroom 
and workshop. 

Nelson met Mayer and 
toured the building two 
years ago. 

“He said he’d done some 
programs like this in school 

New KEC welding facility brings opportunity 
for high school students from Rochelle area

Instructor Nelson: ‘It’s like having a Cadillac to teach kids how to drive in’

Starting next school year, Rochelle Township High School students will have the opportunity to take courses at the new Kishwaukee 
Education Consortium welding school facility in Sycamore.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

and he was thinking about 
ways to give back,” Nelson 
said. “I didn’t think he was 
serious, because it sounded 
great. I’ve done this for 
six years and every year, 
someone came to me and 
told me we were going to 
do something like this. And 

it’s finally happened. This 
is the first time I’ve had a 
home. I’ve been going to 
everybody’s high schools 
to teach.”

Classes at the new facil-
ity began at the beginning 
of 2023. Rochelle students 
will start taking classes at 

the location next school 
year, Nelson said. The new 
facility includes a main 
welding area and a class-
room and offices. There are 
currently 12 welding bays 
at the facility with plans to 
add four more. 

Nelson said the new 

facility ensures that weld-
ing classes can be offered 
to all KEC students year 
round and more space and 
welding bays allows for 
more practice time. 

“That directly relates to 
how much practice they 
get and how qualified 
they get for a job,” Nelson 
said. “Right now we’re in 
the two-year process of 
becoming an American 
Welding Society testing 
center, which is a big deal. 
There aren’t a lot of high 
school programs that do 
it. In the Sycamore weld 
shop, each booth was prob-
ably worth around $2,000. 
Each booth here is around 
$20,000 worth of stuff. It is 
just amazing. I wish I had 
some of this stuff when I 
was in school.”

The upgraded technol-
ogy and larger space has 

allowed students to go past 
learning general welding 
and now they can spend 
time on building things 
such as stoves and metal 
art, Nelson said. 

“Before we were in 
here, people were waiting 
in line and there was bare-
ly time to weld for each 
kid,” Nelson said. ”Here, 
they’re full-on welding for 
an hour out of the hour and 
a half they’re here. That’s 
awesome. That’s so much 
practice time. The average 
weld takes 20 seconds. If 
you have an hour, you can 
really get some practice in. 
The only way to get good at 
it is practice. The kids that 
were in the old facilities and 
moved over to this one love 
that part of it. It’s opened 
up so many opportunities.”

See KEC page 3 
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815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct. 

Rochelle IL
We Accept Most 
Insurances and
Patients Without 

Insurance

Mon: 7:30 - 6pm, Wed: 7:30 - 6pm, Thurs: 8 - 1pm, Fri: 7:30 - 4pm
Some Saturday appointments available

11
04

20
20

We are now offering
LIPO MINO MIX injections

Introductory price $25 
Call for an Appointment! 
This lipotropic combination of B12 and 

methionine, an essential amino acid and 
other B vitamins can promote: 

Increase Fat metabolism 
Boost  Energy Level

Reduce appetite 

DENNY LEIFHEIT

NORTHERN ILLINOIS CARRY
CERTIFIED PROFESSIONAL TRAINING

CALL TO REGISTER & FOR COURSE INFORMATION
(815) 501-9421 | NORTHERNILLINOISCARRY.COM

NORTHERNILLINOISCARRY@GMAIL.COM

April 30 ...... IL Concealed Carry/Home Defense Class, 8am-4pm both days

May 20 ....................................... Defensive Handgun Techniques, 9am-3pm 

May 27 & 28 ...... IL Concealed Carry Permit Renewal, 8am-11am (3 hours)

June 10 & 11 IL Concealed Carry/Home Defense Class, 8am-4pm both days

June 17 ...............................................Introduction to Handguns, 8am-12pm 

Private Concealed Carry/Home Defense classes can be arranged  
but a minimum of 5 students is required.

We are offering “Countering The Mass Shooter Threat” classes which are designed for every 
House of Worship, School, Business and Family. Please contact us for futher information and/

or scheduling dates. These classes can be taught at any location.
Please call or email for further information. 

See website for detailed description of all classes

04
26

20
23

Huber Ins and Fin Svs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent
221 E. IL Rt. 38, Rochelle, IL 61068
Bus: 815-562-7011
Shane@ShaneHuber.com
Mon-Fri, 8:30a-5:00p
Scheduled Appointments

State Farm
Bloomington, IL
2101554

Surprisingly great rates 
that fit any budget.

Get great rates and a good neighbor.
Call me today.

Like a good neighbor, 
State Farm is there.*
 
Individual premiums and budgets will vary by customer. All 
applicants subject to State Farm underwriting requirements.

01
22
20
23

From page 2

“There’s no more wait-
ing in line. We can build 
things and we’ve added 
a metal art class to the 
program. It’s awesome.”

Nelson said the new 
facility will not only allow 
students to learn different 
types of welding to prepare 
them for the workforce, 
but it also allows those in 
the program to become 
acquainted with tools like 
a plasma cutter and using 
shop equipment. 

“From the schools’ 
point of view, we’re get-
ting them college credits 
and skills they can get a 
job with,” Nelson said. 
“From the teacher’s point 
of view we’re doing that, 
plus every day in that 
shop they’re getting some 
kind of on-the-job ex-
perience. Whether it be 
safety, prepping machines 
or keeping stuff clean. It’s 
all things that they’re going 
to actually do on the job. 
Everybody gets something 
out of this. It’s been a lot 
of fun. Coming here has 
made my job easier and 
more fun. It’s like having a 
Cadillac to teach kids how 
to drive in. I never thought 
I’d have a place like this to 
teach at.”

Nelson called the com-
munity’s support for the 
program and new location 
“absolutely incredible.” 
The class saw donations 
of equipment by local 
factories and community 
members and work includ-
ing heating, lighting and 
plumbing was done pro 
bono by local businesses. 

The KEC welding in-
structor wants to show 
students how many careers 
welding can be used in and 
how many skilled workers 
in the field are in demand. 
He believes the new fa-
cility will better prepare 
students for the rest of 
their lives.

“You can go be a Navy 
diver welder,” Nelson said. 
“You can be a construction 
or ironworker. You can 
be a pipe layer. All those 
aspects come from what 
you can learn here and you 
don’t have to go to college 
for it. Even if you don’t 
think welding is the job 
for you, you can come here 
and learn these skills and 
it could be the job for you 
while you figure out what 
you really want to do. It’s 
amazing how many open 
welding jobs are out there. 
We need the infrastructure 
to get the students interest-
ed to fill those jobs.”

KEC partners with Kishwaukee College to offer occupational dual-credit courses to students from five area high schools: DeKalb High School, Genoa-Kingston High 
School, Hiawatha High School, RTHS and Sycamore High School. The courses get students started on a career or technical pathway.

(PHOTOS BY JEFF HELFRICH)

KEC: New welding school providing opportunities for students

MARSHALL, Minn. 
— Runnings, a Min-
nesota-based retailer, 
has recently reached an 
agreement to purchase 
R.P. Home & Harvest, a 
family-owned company 
with 22 locations and one 
distribution facility across 
Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, and 
Wisconsin. Upon comple-
tion of this acquisition, 
Runnings’s footprint will 
expand to 80 locations, 
serving customers in 12 
states from New York to 
Montana.

“From the customers 
and the communities to 
the employees and ven-
dors, we truly feel this is 
an excellent opportunity 
for everyone involved,” 
Brian Odegaard, president 
of Runnings, said. “These 
stores and communities 
are very similar to the 
markets we presently 
serve and, after many dis-
cussions with R.P. Home 
& Harvest’s leadership, 
both companies knew this 
would be a great fit from a 
culture, values and opera-
tions standpoint.” 

“It’s pretty amazing 
how quickly this all came 
together,” Jason Plummer, 
president of R.P. Home 
& Harvest, said. “Just a 
couple of months ago this 
wasn’t even on the radar 
but when a win-win op-
portunity appears, it is an 
exciting thing. Runnings 
has been doing this for 
over 75 years, and they 
are one of the top farm, 
home and outdoor-store 
companies in America, 

Minnesota retailer Runnings purchases 
R.P. Home & Harvest locations

extremely well-regarded 
by customers and com-
petitors. We are both 
family-owned companies 
and that means a lot to 
us. This deal would not 
have come together if we 
did not have the utmost 
confidence that Runnings 
will do a phenomenal job 
for all stakeholders.”  

The transaction be-
tween Runnings and R.P. 
Home & Harvest is sched-
uled to close in June. 
The stores will continue 
operating as R.P. Home 
& Harvest for a limited 
period of time as Runnings 

transitions the stores to 
their well-known brand. 

“I have personally vis-
ited many of the R.P. 
Home & Harvest stores, 
and I was thoroughly im-
pressed, especially with 
some of the team mem-
bers I encountered,” said 
Odegaard. “We can’t wait 
to add these stores and the 
R.P. Home & Harvest team 
members to our growing 
company.”

“There is a long list 
of employees, vendors, 
and other hardworking 
people who brought these 
stores out of the ashes of 

a bad situation, literally 
going from empty stores 
to serving customers in a 
matter of weeks during a 
very tough economic time. 
I know the communities 
and customers appreciated 
this unbelievable effort, 
and this transaction with 
Runnings is only going to 
add the next great chapter 
to this story,” Plummer 
said. “My family is active 
in many of these markets 
through other business and 
civic activity, and I can’t 
wait to see Runnings take 
these stores to the next 
level.”
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Any arrests listed 
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presumed innocent 
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Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

Since 1976

621 First Ave., Rochelle 621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784(815) 562-8784

Business Spotlight
Support Community    Shop Local&

To be included, contact Chris Ackland at 815-561-2153  
or Andrew Heiserman at 815-561-2123

@unityhospice

CALL UNITY:
(815) 561-8866

915 N. Caron Rd.
Rochelle, IL

• Care provided by the entire hospice 
team: physician, nurse, social worker, 
certified nursing assistant, chaplain, 
dietitian, pharmacist, and volunteers.

• Care is individualized and based on 
the patient’s and family’s goals of 
comfort and quality of life.

• Supplies, equipment and medications.
• Service where the patient resides.
• Specialize in pain & symptom 

management.
• Spiritual enrichment and bereavement 

counseling.
• Ancillary Therapies: Music, Physical/

Occupational, Speech, Massage, Pet, 
etc.

• Ability to provide education to 
caregivers and family members.

• On-call nurse available 24/7.
• Volunteers providing special attention 

and stimulation.
• Assistance with advance directives 

and community support.
• Provide Education to those we  

care for

WHO IS  
UNITY HOSPICE?

07012020

ROCHELLE — On 
April 21 at 1:51 p.m. 
Frederick A. Reisinger, 
81, of Rochelle was ar-
rested on an outstanding 
Ogle County warrant and 
transferred.

On April 21 at 4 p.m. 
Destiny J. Isaac, 22, of 
Kirkland was cited for 
failure to yield while mak-
ing a left turn. She signed 
a promise to comply and 
was given a June 2 Ro-
chelle court date.

On April 22 at 6:18 a.m. 
Nathanael Molina-Crespo 
was arrested for aggravat-
ed battery, aggravated as-
sault, unlawful possession 
of a controlled substance 
and unlawful possession 
of drug paraphernalia and 
transferred.

On April 22 at 8 a.m. 
Demazz A. Reyes, 21, of 
Aurora was arrested on an 
outstanding Aurora Po-
lice Department warrant. 
He paid $275 and was 
released with a May 31 
Aurora court date. Reyes 
was also arrested for no 
valid driver’s license and 
cited for operating an un-
insured motor vehicle. He 

was released on an I-Bond 
with a June 2 Rochelle 
court date.

On April 21 at 1:59 p.m. 
David A. Schabacker, 74, 
of Rochelle was cited for 
failure to yield. He signed 
a promise to comply and 
was given a June 2 Ro-
chelle court date.

On April 22 at 9:53 
a.m. a 16-year-old female 
juvenile of Rochelle was 
cited for failure to reduce 
speed to avoid an accident. 
She signed a promise to 
comply and was given a 
June 2 Rochelle court date.

On April 22 at 9:39 
p.m. a 16-year-old male 
juvenile of Rochelle was 
cited for improper lane us-
age. He signed a promise 
to comply and was given a 
June 2 Rochelle court date.

On April 24 at 11:17 
p.m. Pauline Mireles, 37, 
of Rochelle was arrested 
on an outstanding Ogle 
County warrant for fail-
ure to appear for driving 
under the influence and 
transferred.

All individuals are 
considered innocent until 
proven guilty. 

OREGON — On April 
19 at approximately 2:57 
p.m. deputies conducted 
a traffic stop on Interstate 
88 eastbound at the 80-
mile marker for a regis-
tration violation. After 
a brief investigation, 
deputies arrested Leslie 
L. Kinne, 55, of Steward, 
for driving unlicensed. 
Kinne was additionally 
cited for expired regis-
tration and released from 
the scene with an I-Bond 
and a future court date 
was given. 

On April 19 at ap-
proximately 2:39 p.m. 
deputies conducted a 
traffic stop in the 3,000 
block of West Illinois 
Route 64. After investi-
gation, deputies placed 
Alana Fredricks, 19, of 
Mt. Morris under arrest 
for driving while license 
suspended. Fredricks 
was additionally issued a 
citation for disobeying a 
stop sign. Fredricks was 
released on an I-Bond 
at the scene and given a 
future court date.

On April 21 at 9:13 
p.m. deputies conducted 
a traffic stop in the 6,000 
block of North Illinois 
Route 2. As a result, Sue 
A. Buerke, 42, of Byron 
was arrested for driving 
under the influence of al-
cohol. Buerke was addi-
tionally issued a citation 
for a tail light violation. 
Buerke was transported 
to the Ogle County Jail 
and held in lieu of bond.

On April 21 at 9:34 
p.m. deputies conducted 
a traffic stop at Mulford 
Road and Bethel Road. 
After a brief investi-
gation, Nikko Agrusa, 
20, of Des Plaines, was 
arrested for driving while 
license suspended. Agru-

sa was released on a 
$2,500 individual bond 
with a return court date. 
Agrusa was also issued a 
citation for an equipment 
violation.

On April 21 at ap-
proximately 3:20 p.m. 
deputies responded to 
the 7,000 block of North 
Perryville Road for a 
reported welfare check. 
After a brief investiga-
tion, deputies placed 
Jonathan T. Barth, 31, of 
Rockford, under arrest 
for possession of drug 
paraphernalia. Barth was 
transported to the Ogle 
County Jail where he was 
held in lieu of bond. 

On April 22 at ap-
proximately 2:58 p.m. 
deputies responded to the 
100 block of South Stone 
Hill Road regarding a 
one-vehicle accident. Af-
ter a brief investigation, 
Alfredo Garcia-Vasquez, 
25, of Rochelle, was 
placed under arrest for 
no valid driver’s license. 
Garcia-Vasquez was also 
to cited for improper lane 
usage, failure to reduce 
speed and operating an 
uninsured motor vehi-
cle. Garcia-Vasquez was 
released on scene with a 
return court date. 

On April 22 at ap-
proximately 8:48 p.m. 
deputies conducted a 
traffic stop on Avon 
Street near Hickory Av-
enue in Forreston. Upon 
investigation, Hunter T. 
Hake, 29, of Forreston 
was placed under arrest 
for driving under the 
influence of alcohol and 
endangering the life or 
health of a child. Hake 
was additionally cited 
for failure to signal, in-
operable rear registration 
light and operating an 

Ogle County Sheriff’s Department

Sheriff’s Deputies respond 
to one-vehicle accident

uninsured motor vehicle. 
Hake was transported 
to the Ogle County Jail 
where he was held in lieu 
of bond.

On April 22 at ap-
proximately 1:30 p.m. 
deputies responded to a 
one-vehicle accident in 
the 2,900 block of North 
Illinois Route 2. After 
an investigation it was 
determined that a black 
Toyota Highlander driv-
en by Shawn Duguid, 61, 
of Polo, was traveling 
southbound when he was 
distracted by a cough 
causing him to exit the 
roadway. Duguid’s vehi-
cle rolled onto its top and 
struck a tree, coming to a 
stop. Duguid and his pas-
senger, Cynthia Duguid, 
62, of Polo, were trans-
ported to local hospitals 
for injuries sustained in 
the accident.  

On April 23 at 7:25 
p.m. deputies with the 
assistance of Rochelle 
Police Department con-
ducted a traffic stop at 
14th Street and Lincoln 
Avenue, Rochelle. After 
a brief investigation, 
deputies arrested Jacob 
Hoskins, 29, of Rochelle, 
for possession of am-
munition with no valid 
FOID card. Hoskins was 
transported to the Ogle 
County jail and held in 
lieu of bond. Hoskins 
was additionally cited 
for illegal window tint, 
defective windshield and 
improper container-can-
nabis.

On April 24 at approx-
imately 3:35 p.m. depu-
ties conducted a traffic 
stop near the intersection 
of Stillman Road and 
Hales Corner Road.  Af-
ter the driver refused to 
provide his information 
and step out of the vehicle 
when instructed, he was 
placed under arrest for 
two counts of obstruct-
ing or resisting a peace 
officer. The driver was 
then identified as Nakia 
Floyd Jr., 26, of Stillman 
Valley, who deputies 

learned had two active 
failure to appear war-
rants, including an FTA 
DeKalb County warrant 
for criminal sexual abuse 
and an FTA Rockford 
Police Department war-
rant for driving while 
license suspended. Floyd 
was additionally issued 
citations for operating a 
vehicle with suspended 
registration, operating 
an uninsured vehicle 
and no valid driver’s 
license. Floyd was trans-
ported to the Ogle County 
Jail where he was held in 
lieu of bond.   

On April 24 at ap-
proximately 6:12 p.m. 
deputies conducted a 
traffic stop near the 
intersection of Illinois 
Route 26 and Prairie Dell 
Road. After investigation 
deputies placed Oscar 
Tellez, 22, of Polo under 
arrest for no valid driv-
er’s license. Tellez was 
released on an I-Bond 
at the scene and given a 
future court date.   

On April 24 at approx-
imately 9:17 p.m. depu-
ties conducted a traffic 
stop in the 5,000 block 
of North Illinois Route 
251. After a brief investi-
gation, deputies arrested 
Juan A. Vazquez-Agu-
irre, 35, of Davis Junc-
tion, for no valid driver’s 
license. Vazquez-Agu-
irre was taken into cus-
tody without incident and 
released on an individual 
bond with a return court 
date. Vazquez-Aguirre 
was additionally cited 
for operating an unin-
sured motor vehicle and 
disobeying a stop sign.  

All individuals are 
considered innocent until 
proven guilty.

Rochelle Police Department

Officers make 
several arrests

OREGON — Ogle 
County State’s Attorney 
Mike Rock announced 
on April 20 that Robert J. 
Murbach, 41, of Byron, was 
sentenced to serve seven 
years in the Illinois Depart-
ment of Corrections by the 
Honorable Judge Anthony 
W. Peska. In April 2022, 
Murbach was the driver of 
a motor vehicle that fled 
from a deputy of the Ogle 
County Sheriff’s Office. 
Murbach subsequently re-
sisted arrest causing injury 
to the officer. Murbach pled 
guilty to resisting a peace 
officer causing injury and 
was sentenced to serve six 
years in the Illinois Depart-
ment of Corrections. 

In February 2023, Mur-
bach was the driver of a 
motor vehicle that fled from 
several deputies from the 
Ogle County Sheriff’s Of-
fice and an officer from the 
Byron Police Department. 
Law enforcement officers 
successfully apprehended 
Murbach after a vehicle 
pursuit and physical strug-
gle. Murbach pled guilty 
to aggravated fleeing or 
attempting to elude a peace 
officer and was sentenced 
to serve seven years in 
the Illinois Department of 

Corrections. Murbach also 
pled guilty to resisting a 
peace officer causing injury, 
two counts of aggravated 
assault with a motor vehicle 
and aggravated driving un-
der the influence of alcohol. 
He was sentenced to serve 
six years in the Illinois 
Department of Correction 
for these offenses. 

Aggravated fleeing or 
attempting to elude a peace 
officer is a class three felony 
with a sentencing range 
of 2-5 years in the Illinois 
Department of Corrections. 
The defendant’s criminal 
record qualified him for 
extended term sentencing 
with a sentencing range of 
2-10 years in the Illinois 
Department of Corrections. 

Resisting a peace officer 
causing injury, aggravated 
assault with a motor vehicle 
and aggravated driving un-
der the influence of alcohol 
are each class four felony 
offenses with a sentencing 
range of 1-3 years in the 
Illinois Department of Cor-
rections. The defendant’s 
criminal record qualified 
him for extended term 
sentencing with a sentenc-
ing range of 1-6 years in 
the Illinois Department of 
Corrections.

Byron man sentenced to seven 
years after two fleeing cases

Robert J. Murbach



ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER • SECTION 1 • PAGE 5WEDNESDAY, APRIL 26, 2023

LOCAL NEWS

1751 Melugins Grove Rd Steward, IL 60553

dachsies to 
Boarding And Grooming

Trust with a Groomer is 
important - our Groomer has 
over 10 years experience & 

expertise.

PP

ROCHELLE
VETERINARY HOSPITAL

A Full-Service Clinic

www.rochellevet.com
Lobby Hours:
Mon-Fri 8-5
Sat 8-noon

(815) 562-5207
1381 N. 7th St., Rochelle

• Experienced Groomer
• Boarding and Daycare
• Surgical Laser
• X-ray

• Gas Anesthetic
• On-site Laboratory
• Geriatric Care
• Dentistry

Compassionate, quality care  
for your companion.
Dr. Nicole Marquardt  
Dr. Lynn Deets

Space Available
Advertise With Us

 Call Andrew
815-561-2123

Sterling 
Hi there! I’m Sterling and I’m looking for a place to call home. I am 
housetrained and already know several commands! One of my favorite 
things to do is play ball with you. At 7 years old I still have plenty of life left 
to live, but you wont have to worry about any of that silly puppy stuff. I do 
need a home without any other animals - I just really want to be the apple 
of your eye! I hope you’ll ask to meet me soon so we can be pals forever.

B
R
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U
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H
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U
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:

PET OF 
THE WEEK

815.758.2457
www.tailshumanesociety.orgwww.tailshumanesociety.org

Call:
Andrew Heiserman 815-561-2123

Christel Ackland 815-561-2153
or

Chris Grimm 815-561-2125

to advertise on the Pet of 
the Week Page!

May is National 
Pet Month! Call  
Tails today to ad 

a special member 
to your family!

Ag Day was held at Rochelle Township High School on Friday. Over 600 local elementary students attended and were joined by RTHS students and members of the 
community. The annual event, which is put on by the RTHS FFA and ag programs, featured livestock, a petting zoo, a miniature farm, a greenhouse and tractors. 

Rochelle Township High School holds annual Ag Day celebration Friday (PHOTOS BY JEFF HELFRICH)
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Guest column

Scott
Reeder

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages 
responsible letters to the editor on subjects 

of interest to our readers. Editing may be 
necessary for space, clarity or to avoid obscenity 
or libel, but ideas will not be altered. All letters 

must bear the handwritten signature of the 
writer and include address and phone number 

or e-mail address for verification purposes. 
Neither the street address nor phone number 

will be printed. Letters should be typed or 

legibly handwritten, and no anonymous letters 
will be published. Any letters from boards or 

organizations must include at least one name 
of an individual. Any criticism of public officials 

should be limited to issues related strictly to 
their position or actions made in office, as 

personal attacks will not be published. Letters 
involving private disputes between the writer 
and a business will not be published. Political 

endorsements will be published, however 

letters from candidates endorsing themselves 
will not be printed. Letters may be dropped 
at the News-Leader office (211 IL Route 38 
East), mailed to the News-Leader (P.O. Box 
46, Rochelle, IL 61068) or e-mailed (news@

rochellenews-leader.com.) The News-Leader 
reserves the right to edit or reject any letter to 

the editor for any reason, and letters chosen for 
publication do not necessarily reflect the views 

of this newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

IL Sen. Win Stoller
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-1942

U.S. Con. Darin
LaHood
1424 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-6201

* Denotes Chairman/President

IL Rep. Bradley Fritts
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes  bhayes@rochelleil.us
Rosaelia Arteaga  rarteaga@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                       dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Benjamin Valdivieso 

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Dave Casey  dcillini94@gmail.com
Steve Builta  sbuilta@gmail.com
Ashley Jackson                      ajackson@d231.rochelle.net
Stephanie White                        swhite@d231.rochelle.net
Trisha Vaughn                                      jrvtlv02@msn.com
Javier Zepeda  jzepeda@rthsd212.org
Jennifer Thompson

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas  bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Jacky Aguilera jacky.aguilera@rths212.org
Jeff Tilton  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Bobby Chadwick bobby.chadwick@rthsd212.org
Laurie Pillen                              lpillen@rthsd212.org
Brent Ohlinger

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board

Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodie Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Austin Gillis  agillis@oglecounty.org
Dan Miller  dmiller@oglecounty.org
Joseph Simms  jsimms@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Jackie Ramsey jramsey@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney  skenney@oglecounty.org
David Williams  dwilliams@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
*Tom Byro  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Wayne Williams jwdw13@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Steve Katzman  skatzman@essex1.com
Mike Kerns  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Curt Ward  caward92@comcast.net
Mark Hibshman
Jennifer Payton

Hillcrest Village Board
*Richard Rhoads  rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
Randy Salsbury  rsalsbury@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pittman  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Dan Potter dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball  tball@hillcrestil.us
Renee Kerwin  rkerwin@hillcrestil.us
Jose Huerta  jhuerta@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
Sue Messer  flaggtwp@rochelle.net
Joanna Patrick  flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
Susan Rothenberger assessor@rochelle.net
Scott Seebach  scottseebach@gmail.com

Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle  noggle62@gmail.com
Eric Gruben  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hager  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
*Jaqueline Dickow dickow@comcast.net
Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net
Michael Scanlan scanlan@comcast.net
Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip          doobs12@comcast.net

ALCOHOL is 
a fascinating 
subject to a 

non-drinker like myself. 
It reaches into the lives 
of drinkers and abstainers 
alike, shaping the econ-
omy as well as popular 
culture. Well over half 
of adult Americans use 
it, according to Gallup 
polling covering the past 
80 years.

Alcohol surely pro-
vides important benefits 
in order to survive as the 
oldest and most popular 
recreational drug. I was 
surprised, then, when I 
searched the internet and 
found that many articles 
described at length the 
damage it causes, but few 
acknowledged its useful-
ness. Conflicting feelings 
seem to surround alcohol, 
even among those who 
use it. 

The Encyclopedia Bri-
tannica is one of the few 
resources that explore 
the purposes that alco-
hol serves, focusing on 
the way it breaks down 

barriers in social, pro-
fessional and family sit-
uations. Matt Gonzales, 
at orlandorecover.com, 
likewise explores this 
idea. He describes alcohol 
as a “social lubricant that 
improves mood, reduces 
self-consciousness and 
enhances social skills.” 
Researchers found, he 
says, that among partici-
pants randomly assigned 
to drink or not drink, “the 
alcohol drinkers were 
more engaged…in discus-
sions. The social drinkers 
were also more likely to 
involve everyone in these 
conversations.” 

This confirms what all 
of us know about alcohol’s 
role in forming bonds of 
trust and affection in our 
society. It’s interesting 
to imagine a world in 
which it and all other rec-
reational drugs became 
unavailable. What would 
happen to friendships, 
family relations and busi-
ness interactions? What, if 
anything, could replace it? 

Alcohol also offers 

something at a more 
individual level. Many 
rely on it for success in 
social settings and other 
potentially-stressful situ-
ations. And — of course 
— there’s the effect on 
mood that people find so 
rewarding in and of itself.

Then there’s the other 
side of the alcohol ques-
tion — the damage that re-
ceives so much attention 
in the literature. 
We can start with 
the physical and 
mental illnesses 
that arise from 
alcoholism and 
excessive drink-
ing. The toll of 
victims is impres-
sive: 13.9 per-
cent of the adult 
population, according to 
verywellmind.com, “will 
meet the criteria for severe 
alcohol use disorder in 
their lifetimes…” 

Then there are the 
effects, both near-term 
and far into the future, on 
families through violence, 
sexual and emotional 

abuse, child neglect, fetal 
alcohol syndrome and fi-
nancial stress. We can add 
to that the economic and 
social damages that spread 
out to everyone else in 
terms of homelessness, 
accidents, crime, and lost 
economic productivity. 
“The social and economic 
costs of alcoholism and 
heavy drinking,” says the 
Encyclopedia Britannica, 

“are essentially 
incalculable.”

What if the 
benefits as well 
as the costs of 
alcohol to society 
and to individuals 
were actually cal-

culable? What if 
we could, in other 
words, assign a 

number value to each of 
them? Which would be 
more when we summed 
them up, the gains or the 
losses?

It’s impossible, of 
course, to make that nu-
merical computation, but 
each of us does something 
like it in our hearts and 

minds when we decide 
whether or not to drink. 
This is where conflicted 
attitudes about alcohol 
often arise, as noted by 
Britannica: “The fact 
that most Americans 
drink…does not prevent 
a paradoxical existence 
of ambiguous attitudes 
about the behavior among 
the drinkers themselves, 
many of whom believe 
that alcohol consumption 
is harmful.”

Those who, like me, 
choose not to drink, don’t 
have the solution to the 
alcohol dilemma. Hu-
mans have been using 
recreational drugs for as 
long as they’ve existed 
as a species and they’re 
not going to stop. The 
answer can be found in-
stead in those societies, 
including Jewish, Italian 
and Chinese that, says 
Britannica, incorporate 
alcohol into their lives but 
have “a well-developed 
cultural consensus against 
drinking to drunkenness, 
with resulting low rates of 

alcohol problems.” 
Britannica contrasts 

this with British, French, 
(and I would add, Ameri-
can) societies, which have 
“a consensus favoring 
steady copious drinking, 
with a resulting high rate 
of alcoholism.” An inte-
gral part of our alcohol 
problem is the way heavy 
drinking is celebrated and 
encouraged in the media 
and in our culture at 
large—as a rite of passage 
among teenagers; as way 
to live life fully; as a solu-
tion to emotional distress. 
America’s conflicted val-
ues about alcohol come 
into focus for me when 
I hear adults brag about 
their youthful drinking 
exploits, while hoping 
that their kids don’t do 
the same.

Alcohol will continue 
to extract a cruel and 
deadly toll for as long as 
those attitudes survive.

Lowell Harp is a retired 
school psychologist who 
served school districts in 
Ogle County.

A stream of more 
than 30 cars and 
trucks roared 

down the dirt road, honk-
ing their horns and then 
stopping at our farmhouse 
just south of Galesburg.

Don Swedlund, the 
dairy farmer down the 
road, got out and hollered, 
“We’re having a shiva-
ree!”

For the uninitiated, a 
shivaree is a rural matri-
monial custom where the 
newlyweds are serenaded 
on their wedding night. 
Sometimes the bride or 
groom is kidnapped and 
hazed. 

In my parent’s case, 
it was just the name 
neighbors chose to call a 
surprise anniversary par-
ty. I remember thinking 
that warm summer night 
in 1974, 20 years is an 
awfully long time – more 
than twice as long as I had 
been alive.

Next week, my wife, 
Joan, and I will have 
reached that milestone 
that my childhood neigh-
bors believed warranted 
an impromptu celebra-

tion. Yes, we will hit 
the platinum mark, two 
decades.

I met Joan on a blind 
date in 2001. The twin 
towers had tumbled a 
couple months earlier, 
our mothers were bat-
tling cancer and I had 
pretty much altogether 
soured on dating. It hardly 
seemed an auspicious 
time to begin a romance, 
but five weeks later we 
were engaged to be mar-
ried. 

Since I was 38 and en-
tering the world of matri-
mony a bit later than most, 
well-meaning friends felt 
the need to offer advice.

“When she does some-
thing that annoys you, 
don’t hold anything back 
and let her know just what 
you are thinking,” advised 
a twice-divorced college 
buddy.

On the other hand, a 
fellow statehouse reporter 
told me, “The secret to a 
long marriage is inertia.”  
I remember giving him a 
blank look in the Senate 
press box and thinking, 
“So, your marriage has 

lasted because it wasn’t 
worth the effort to get a 
divorce?”

He and his wife have 
since split.

Even the governor at 
the time, George Ryan, 
felt the need to provide 
some marital wisdom 
before we began an inter-
view, he said, “The secret 
is picking the right gal.”

Ryan was on 
to something. His 
wife Lura Lynn 
stuck with him 
for 55 years. Even 
when George was 
in prison, she vis-
ited him regularly 
and worked to 
see that he was 
released. She died 
of cancer the day 
after their wedding an-
niversary. Her husband 
remained incarcerated but 
anyone who knew them 
will tell you they were 
very much in love.

And there is the rub, 
when you fall in love the 
world is all puppy dogs, 
jelly beans and unicorns. 
But marriage is a lot more 
than that.

While most of the 
advice I received was un-
solicited, I do remember 
asking a veteran wedding 
photographer if he had a 
good idea at the wedding 
which couples’ marriages 
would last. 

He laughed and said, 
“Nobody gets sprinkled 
with fairy dust. You never 
know. All that I can say 

is that it’s never 
a good sign if the 
groom has been 
s leeping  wi th 
one of the brides-
maids.” 

When Sta te 
Sen. Denny Ja-

cobs heard about 
our impending 
nuptials, he walked 
up to the press box 

and said, “What do reck-
on marriage will be like, 
Scott?”

I replied, “A lot of fun.”  
His response: “Mar-

riage isn’t about fun.” 
As he said “fun,” he 
repeatedly thrust his pel-
vis and gyrated his hips 
pantomiming a couple in 
sexual congress. 

His act may have drawn 

the attention of his senato-
rial colleagues – including 
a future president of the 
United States. I could hear 
them wondering, “What 
on earth is Denny talking 
to that reporter about?”

After he finished his 
performance, he leaned 
forward and almost 
snarled, “Marriage is 
not about fun, it’s about 
commitment.” 

The senator from East 
Moline must have known 
something; he and his 
wife, Mary Ellen, have 
been married 68 years. I 
do suspect there has been 
some fun there over the 
years – along with the 
commitment. 

Spouses don’t come 
with instructions and I’ll 
admit that even after 20 
years, I’m at times bewil-
dered as to how to respond 
to some situations. More 
than a few times I’ve ex-
claimed, “Honey, I can’t 
read your mind.”

But I do know this: She 
is the love of my life and 
puts up with me despite 
my many shortcomings.

She completes me.

Right before we wed, 
one relative opined: 
“Marriage is something 
you should go into with 
your eyes wide open and 
through with them half 
shut.”

When I ran this adage 
by my father, who ulti-
mately was married to 
my mother for 58 years, 
he would just smile.

His folks were married 
74 years, and my mother’s 
parents’ marriage lasted 
until the eve of their 50th 
anniversary, when a bad 
heart felled my grand-
father.

They set good exam-
ples.

I only hope my wife, 
Joan, and I can provide 
an even better example 
for our three daughters.

If they ever ask the 
secret to a happy marriage 
I’ll say this: love, forgive 
and never give up.

Happy anniversary, 
Dear.

Scott Reeder, a staff 
writer for the Illinois 
Times, can be reached 
at sreeder@illinoistimes.
com.

Marital advice I’ve received over the years

Looking at alcohol from the outside

Lowell
Harp
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COMMUNITY

Coffee Break
Call 815-561-2151 to submit names for birthdays and anniversaries

Birthdays & Anniversaries
April 26

Evan Jones
 

April 30
Oakley Gonzales
Nora Bridgeman

Apr. 4 - Linda Alderks, Chana, $25

Apr. 5 - Liquor N Wine, Rochelle, $25

Apr. 6 - Jennifer Diehl, Oregon, $25

Apr. 7 - Crystal Carswell, Rochelle, $25

Apr. 8 - Liquor N Wine, Rochelle, $25

Apr. 9 - Pete Pavia, Rochelle, $300

Apr. 10 - Brandon Schaneberg, Steward, $25

Apr. 11 - Rochelle Christian Food Pantry, $25

Apr. 12 - Justin Medine, Rochelle, $25

Apr. 13 - Alfano’s, Rochelle, $25

Apr. 14 - HOPE of Ogle County, $25

Apr. 15 - Luci Powell, Rochelle, $25

Apr. 16 - Karen Cech, Rochelle, $50

Apr. 17 - Keith Pontnack, Rochelle, $25

Apr. 18 - Mike Wetzel, Algonquin, $25

Apr. 19 - Julia Faber, Compton, $25

Apr. 20 - Zekelman Employee, $25

Apr. 21 - Gabi Jabis, Panama City, FL, $25

Apr. 22 - Zekelman Employee, $25
 
Apr. 23 - Araceli Flores, Rochelle, $50

Apr. 24 - HOPE of Ogle County, $25

Apr. 25 - Rochelle Area Community Foundation, $25

Apr. 26 - Comfort Inn & Suites, Rochelle, $25

Apr. 27 - Sallie Lord, Fishers, Indiana, $25

Apr. 28 - Deanna Hill, Rochelle, $25

Apr. 29 - Chris Sawlsville, Rochelle, $25

Apr. 30 - Sherri Salsbury, Oregon, $50

CHANA — The Cha-
na United Methodist 
Church, located at 606 
Main St. in Chana, is 
hosting a Community 
Blood Drive on Wednes-
day, May 10. Staff from 
the Rock River Valley 
Blood Center will draw 
blood between 2-6 p.m. 
Appointments are pre-
ferred, but walk-ins are 
welcomed.

If you are at least 17 
years old (16 with pa-

rental consent), weigh at 
least 110 pounds and are 
in general good health, 
you should be eligible to 
donate blood. One in three 
people will need blood 
and you never know when 
you or someone you love 
might be the one.

The Rock River Valley 
Blood Center is the sole 
supplier of blood and 
related services to OSF 
Saint Anthony, Rock-
ford Memorial, Swed-

ish American, Swedish 
American Medical Center 
and Rochelle Community 
Hospitals among others 
and services counties in-
cluding Boone, McHenry, 
Ogle, Rock, Stephenson, 
Walworth and Winneba-
go. The Rock River Valley 
Blood Center needs to 
keep an adequate on-shelf 
supply, so a need for dona-
tions is always present to 
meet patient needs. 

By hosting a blood 

drive, Chana United 
Methodist Church is 
helping to save lives in 
our community. Please 
join us in sharing the Gift 
of Life. Your giving and 
generosity will be greatly 
appreciated.

For more information 
or to schedule an appoint-
ment contact Carole at 
815-595-4559 or e-mail 
at suttonsinthepines@ya-
hoo.com or visit RRVBC.
org.

Chana UMC blood drive is May 10

The Rochelle Kiwanis Golden K club presented appreciation awards to all the local Builder’s Club advisors 
recently. A Builder’s Club is made up of middle school students that focus on volunteering. We’d like to thank 

all the advisors for teaching the middle school students involved valuable skills. We could not have these 
programs without them! Pictured left to right: Tina Samo from Creston Middle School, Larry Wing, Susan 

Hunter from Kings Elementary School, Dennis Swinton, Hugh McDermitt, Marcie Bruhn and Christine 
Underwood from Rochelle Middle School, and Will McLachlan.

Rochelle Kiwanis Golden K thanks Builders Club advisors
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“If you look at what’s 
going on today, who can 
tell me there’s less going 
on today than there was 
10 years ago? You can’t. 
I see the ambulance calls 
every day. The only thing 
we have to sell as a city 
is service. If I call 911 
and I’m having a heart 
attack, I want to know 
that that ambulance is 
coming. I want to know 
that we have guaranteed 
response. The growth of 
these departments is a sign 
of the times.”

Rochelle Fire currently 
has one chief and 12 sworn 
full-time firefighters. Each 
shift sees one lieutenant 
and three firefighters on 
duty at all times. The pro-
posal in front of the coun-
cil would see RFD hire six 
additional firefighters in 
the coming years to have 
one lieutenant and five 
firefighters on duty at all 
times. 

The additional cost 
of the proposed staffing 
expansion would be a 
total of $670,000 a year 
to start, with the total per 
firefighter at $101,000. 
The council will consid-
er approval at a future 
meeting. Three firefighters 
would be hired in 2023 and 
three more would be hired 
by the end of 2026.

City Manager Jeff Fie-
genschuh ensured the 
council that the money to 
pay for the additional fire-
fighters would be avail-

able through a number 
of different savings and 
additional revenues.

“This is a huge priority 
for me,” Fiegenschuh said. 
“I’m very supportive of 
this department and all of 
our departments. These 
guys need more people. 
And I’ve made it a priority 
to find the funding to make 
this thing sustainable and 
last long term.”

Airport
The council unani-

mously approved the 
purchase of 13800 E. 
Gurler Road in Rochelle. 
The property is directly 
adjacent to the Rochelle 
Municipal Airport and 
long-term plans include 
it being incorporated into 
the airport for a future 
expansion.

Appraisals of the prop-
erty were acquired by 
the city and the owner. 
A price of $655,000 was 
tentatively agreed upon 
contingent on the approval 
of the Illinois Department 
of Transportation, Divi-
sion of Aeronautics, and 
the city.

The federal govern-
ment will pay for $600,000 
of the purchase, the state 
will pay $16,667 and the 
city will pay $38,334. The 
land is eventually planned 
for a ramp expansion. 
Since the airport does not 
have an immediate use of 
the property, the current 
owner will lease the fa-
cility for at least the next 
five years. The lease will 

produce about $60,000 
in revenue each year for 
the city, Economic De-
velopment Director Jason 
Anderson said.

Salt 251
The council unani-

mously approved an ordi-
nance deleting one restau-
rant liquor license for the 
current Salt 251 owners 
to create a new restaurant 
liquor license for its future 
owners.

The city received a 
request from Shane Erd-
man and Jim Withers for 
the business at 531 S. 7th 
St., as they’ve agreed to 
purchase it. 

The current owners of 
Salt 251 will surrender 
their liquor license ef-
fective upon sale of the 
business on April 30. 

Bonds
The council unanimous-

ly approved an ordinance 
authorizing and providing 
for the issuance of not to 
exceed $5.2 million in 
general obligation bonds to 
pay for costs of improving 
the Rochelle Municipal 
Utilities electric system.

The improvements in-
clude a new electrical 
substation on Centerpoint 
Drive that is estimated to 
cost $22 million, work on 
its diesel plant expected to 
cost $1.2 million and work 
in the area of Westview 
Drive expected to cost 
$750,000. RMU also made 
a small increase in electric 
service charges to help pay 

City Manager Jeff Fiegenschuh presented a Good News award to RMU employees Ryan Miller and Tod Luxton for their actions when they recently recognized, called 
in and put out a fire at a residence in the city. City Finance Director Chris Cardott also received Good News awards for her work on helping to increase the city’s bond 
rating and earning interest revenue on city funds. Below, Mayor John Bearrows read a proclamation making May Motorcycle Awareness month in the city.

(PHOTOS BY JEFF HELFRICH)

for improvements and its 
ability to keep cash on hand 
in case of emergencies.

The bonds will not 
exceed $5.2 million, have 
a maximum six percent 
interest rate, and a term of 
no longer than 20 years. 
The city’s financial advi-
sors anticipate rates in the 
3.60 percent range and the 
debt service term will be 
15 years. 

The anticipated debt 
service payments will be 
approximately $450,000 
annually.

Proclamations
Bearrows read a proc-

lamation making May 
Motorcycle Awareness 
month in the city. He also 
recognized April 30 to May 
6 as Professional Munici-
pal Clerks Week in the city 
and posed for a photo and 
thanked City Clerk Rose 
Hueramo.

Good News
Fiegenschuh presented 

a Good News award to 
RMU employees Ryan 
Miller and Tod Luxton 

for their actions when they 
recently recognized, called 
in and put out a fire at a 
residence in the city. 

“This is just a great 
example of two of our em-
ployees going above and 
beyond the call of duty and 
protecting our residents,” 
Fiegenschuh said. 

City Finance Director 
Chris Cardott also received 
Good News awards for her 
work on helping to increase 
the city’s bond rating and 
earning interest revenue on 
city funds.

CITY: Proclamations and Good News Awards issued Monday

The DAR Good Citizen award for Stillman Valley High School was presented to 
Madison McCammond (right) by Rochelle Chapter DAR Good Citizen Chairman 

Lydia Roberts (left). The Rochelle Chapter has been recognizing outstanding 
students with the DAR Good Citizen award since 1938. The student receiving the 

DAR Good Citizen award is chosen through a process that involves both the
teachers and the members of the senior class. The student is selected because 
they exemplify the traits of a good citizen. These are: dependability, service, 

leadership and patriotism.

SVHS’s McCammond named DAR Good Citizen
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SPORTS RTHS DEFEATS STILLMAN
 
The Rochelle Hub and Lady Hub track and 
field teams battled Stillman Valley. 
 
See page 2 for more details
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RTHS Boys Tennis

Hub netters defeat DeKalb

ADVERTISE YOUR 
BUSINESS HERE!
Great Rate - Great Spot!

Call Mike @ 815-561-2124 or email 
mfeltes@oglecountylife.com

01252021

RTHS Softball

Timely hits propel Rochelle to win over Plano
Smardo strikes out 16 batters as Lady Hubs score 8-1 victory Friday evening

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The 
Rochelle Lady Hub var-
sity softball team had been 
threatening to break open 
Friday evening’s Interstate 
8 matchup against the Plano 
Reapers on a few occasions. 
Rochelle’s persistence paid 
off in the bottom of the sixth 
inning, where the purple 
and white tallied six runs on 
three timely hits to secure 
an 8-1 win and snap a five-
game losing streak.

The Lady Hubs (4-9, 
2-5 Interstate 8) also took 
advantage of three Plano 
errors in the six-run frame, 
which began with back-to-
back singles from senior 
Layla Pelan and sophomore 
Erin Murphy, who went 
2-for-3 in the win. Junior 
lead-off hitter Ella Alfano 
then smacked an RBI single 
up the middle, making the 
score 3-1 before junior 
Macy Belmonte followed 
with a two-run single on 
a hard ground ball that de-
flected off the leg of Reaper 
pitcher Alyssa Dubinski. 

“There were a lot of 
highlights tonight and it 
was nice to see our girls 
have success after making 
the right plays,” head coach 
Deanna Jacobs said. “We 
backed up well on defense 
and we were hitting the ball, 
which has been a struggle 

for us all season… They’ve 
seen what it takes to get 
our offense going and our 
hope is that we can start 
seeing that sooner moving 
forward.”

Sophomore Lauren Dyer 
doubled and reached third 
on an error in the following 
at-bat, bringing Belmonte 
home to give the Lady Hubs 
a 6-1 lead. Another Plano 
mistake allowed senior 
Morgan Smardo to reach 
base and Dyer to score, 
setting up an RBI ground-
out from senior Adamaris 
Betancourt two batters later 
that gave Rochelle its largest 
lead of the game.

Much of the game was 
tightly contested, however, 
with the Lady Hubs holding 
a 2-1 lead from the bottom 
of the first inning all the 
way through the top of the 
sixth inning. Smardo over-
powered the Plano offense 
from the pitcher’s circle, 
however, sending over a 
dozen Reaper batters back 
to the dugout with a heavy 
dose of accurate fastballs. 
Smardo finished with 16 
strikeouts and conceded 
only one hit for the Lady 
Hubs, who also made just 
one defensive error in the 
victory.

“I knew that if I threw 
strikes, then they wouldn’t 
be able to hit me,” Smardo 
said. “It’s a confidence 
booster for me and I know 

The Rochelle Lady Hub varsity softball team defeated Plano 8-1 at home on Friday evening. At left, sophomore 
Erin Murphy stands in the batter’s box. At right, sophomore Lauren Dyer prepares for a play at first base.

(PHOTOS BY RUSSELL HODGES)

I can do what I do really 
well… It was a bit scary 
knowing the score was 2-1, 
but we just need to hit the 
ball earlier in the game and 

we’ll get through it.”
Plano held a 1-0 lead after 

Maddy Leftridge walked 
and scored on a passed ball 
in the top of the first inning. 

Rochelle jumped ahead in 
the bottom of the first in-
ning, where Belmonte drew 
a hit-by-pitch and scored on 
a passed ball before an RBI 

groundout from Betancourt 
put the Lady Hubs ahead 
2-1. 

See SOFTBALL pg 8

Rochelle sweeps doubles points during 4-1 victory over Barbs on Monday

The Rochelle Hub varsity tennis team took down DeKalb 4-1 on Monday. At left, senior Nolan Fonfara hits a 
forehand shot. At right, senior David Wanner goes to his backhand.

(PHOTOS BY RUSSELL HODGES)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Se-
nior Nolan Fonfara’s re-
turn to the varsity lineup 
has given the Rochelle 
Hub varsity tennis team 
a significant boost for the 
second half of the season. 
Despite missing a chunk 
of the early season to in-
jury, Fonfara has folded 
seamlessly into the varsity 
lineup for the Hubs, who 
scored all three doubles 
points during Monday’s 
match against the DeKalb 
Barbs.

Working alongside se-
nior John Green, who 
hasn’t lost a doubles match 
all season, Fonfara helped 
secure the No. 2 doubles 
points with a clean 6-0, 6-0 
sweep over Esteban Car-
doso and Ricky Godinez. 
The victory set the tone for 
the Hubs, who dominated 
on all three doubles courts 
while splitting the two 
singles points to secure a 
4-1 win over the Barbs in 
nonconference play.

“I was a little worried 
that John and I would 
struggle with our chemistry 
with us coming together so 
late in the season,” Fonfara 
said. “We’ve played really 
well during our short time 
together and it felt good to 
come out here and have an 
easy win. We’re all friends 

outside of tennis and we 
enjoy being around each 
other, so the fact that we 
can come in here and win 
together is an awesome 
feeling. We’re a good 
group of tall, athletic guys 
who want to compete and 
win.”

Senior Paul Swartz and 
freshman Mark Green 
also emerged victorious 
without dropping a single 
game on Monday, defeat-
ing Billy Jasso and Marcos 
Zaylik 6-0, 6-0 at No. 3 
doubles. Rochelle sealed 
the team victory at No. 
1 doubles, where seniors 
David Wanner and Owen 
Haas had minimal trouble 
during their 6-3, 6-2 win 
over Rylan Lottes and 
Matthew Williams.

Already ahead 3-0 in 
the match, Rochelle added 
one more point for good 
measure, with junior Jim-
my Chavez showcasing 
his skills during his 6-2, 
6-4 victory over Charlie 
Vander Bleek at No. 2 
singles. The win was a sig-
nificant confidence builder 
for Chavez, who has faced 
the challenge of adjusting 
to varsity singles after com-
peting at the junior varsity 
level for Rochelle last year.

“It’s always nice to win 
and it means a lot to me 
because my teammates and 
I have been working really 
hard since the offseason,” 

Chavez said. “It’s hard to 
face the best players on the 
other team, but my philoso-
phy is that, as long as I’m 
improving in every match, 
I’ll be happy… I knew that 

I could outrally my oppo-
nent today and I felt that if 
I could keep hitting the ball 
back to him, he would hit 
the ball into the net. I also 
saw some openings to hit 

the ball down the line.”
Junior Parker Lenkaitis 

went the distance against 
Jared Trejo at No. 1 singles, 
rallying for a second-set 
win but falling just short 

in the third-set tiebreaker 
to lose 2-6, 7-6(3), 9-11. 
Rochelle (7-3, 1-3 Inter-
state 8) will return home 
for a match against Ottawa 
on Tuesday.

HUB CITY HUB CITY 
FURNITUREFURNITURE

429-433 Lincoln Hwy. Rochelle, Illinois
815-562-8765 | hubcityfurniture.com

Tue-Fri 9am-4pm • Sat 9am-1pm • Sun & Mon Closed

April Showers Bring Lots of SavingsApril Showers Bring Lots of Savings
When you shop atWhen you shop at

04262023
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The businesses featured on this page are 

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”
I’m looking forward to serving your needs for insurance and 
financial services.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
CALL ME TODAY.

Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc 
Shane B Huber, Agent

221 E. IL Rt. 38 
Rochelle, IL 61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Diana Alanis, MDCaring for your 
family’s health from 

infant to adults.
For appointment, please call

815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct, Rochelle, IL 61068

Most Insurance Accepted

Accepting 
New Patients

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

815 561 4035!

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto  Home Improvement   Vacation

Jami Hackman & Kristen Stover

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle

H
S
20

16

Jami Hackman • Tonia Holland

Se Habla
Español

BUY HERE – PAY HERE
You Work - You Drive

1400 N 7th St
Corner of Flagg Rd & Hwy 251 N

227 E. Rt 38 • Rochelle, IL

815-562-8706
www.rochellechiropractic.com
Now Accepting New Patients!

Berg-Johnson 
                Electric

“Proudly Serving the Rochelle Area Since 1945” 

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed and Insured

24 Hour Emergency Service

815-562-4937
500 Cleveland Avenue

Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

#4061/#83-3198

Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

101 Maple Ave • Rochelle, IL 61068
815.562.7057 •  hub-remsen.com

GO HUBS!GO HUBS!

• Collision Repair • New/Preowned Vehicles
• 24 Hour Towing • Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

We are Ogle Countyʼs
only GM Dealer!

Come visit us!

We are 
Ogle 

County’s 
only 

GM Dealer!
• Collision Repair
• 24 Hour Towing

• New/Preowned Vehicles

• Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes  

and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

                  815-562-8787        www.jeffperrychevrolet.com

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181

www.rochellehospital.com

H
S

F2
01

7

Tim & Roger Bruns, 
Owners

Established 1997

FREE 
ESTIMATES!

• Residential 
& Commercial 

Concrete
• Additions

815-561-0099
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

• Large menu of foods
• Rochelle’s famous chicken

by the dinner or bucket
• Hand dipped ice cream

(16 flavors)

H
S

F2
01

6

251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039

H
S
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2

SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

200 Steward Road

800.262.1680
www.johnsontractor.com

Dine In • Carry Out •  
• Home Delivery • Pizza • Pastas • 

• Sandwiches • Salads •  
• and Lots More!

209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8792

www.meyersfurniture.com

815.562.7300 
Delivery & Curbside Pick Up

1071 N 7th St, Rochelle, IL

Enjoy a 15% Discount 
when Ordering Online at 

VincesPizzainRochelle.com

SSINCE 1INCE 1967967

802 Main Street  • 815-453-2677

Homemade Cooking, Small Town Atmosphere 
Daily Specials

• Breakfast Served All Day
• Beer & Wine Served All Day

 • Free Wi-Fi
Dine-In & Carryout

Open Tues-Sat 7AM-8PM, Sun 7AM-2PM, Monday Closed Lic# 055-013999

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

Since 1976

621 First Ave., Rochelle 621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784(815) 562-8784

815-453-7500

Open Mon-Sat 9AM-9PM & Sun 9AM-5PM

• Groceries,
• Hand Cut Meats,
  Deli & Produce
• Liquor, Wine & Beer
• Cigarettes & More
• Bar with Video Gaming 
  & Slot Machines

Davis 
Family  
Health LLC

Kelly Ann Tonielli Davis
DNP, APRN, FNP-BC-CME

1212 Currency Court,  
Rochelle, IL • 815-561-8500

1201 Meriden Street, 
Mendota,IL • 815-538-1800

09
26

20
22

Always 
Welcoming 
New Patients

We Fix 
Boo Boos

Physicals, Weight Loss, Dermal Fillers, Botox Injections

10
12

20
22

Most insurances accepted

Davis 
Family  
Health LLC

Kelly Ann Tonielli Davis
DNP, APRN, FNP-BC-CME

1212 Currency Court,  
Rochelle, IL • 815-561-8500

1201 Meriden Street, 
Mendota,IL • 815-538-1800

0
9

2
6

2
0

2
2

Always 
Welcoming 
New Patients

We Fix 
Boo Boos

Physicals, Weight Loss, Dermal Fillers, Botox Injections

1
0

1
2

2
0

2
2

Primary Care, Physicals, Weight Loss, Dermal Fillers, Botox Injections, Suboxone Program

 “Veteran Owned and Operated”

HUB SPOTLIGHT

Rochelle athletes square 
off against Stillman Valley

Sophomore Chris Hickey (left) and senior Miranda Dubek (right) race to the finish line 
during their respective relays on Monday, when the Rochelle Hub and Lady Hub track 
and field teams went head-to-head against Stillman Valley in nonconference action.

(PHOTOS BY RUSSELL HODGES)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The Rochelle Hub and 
Lady Hub track and field teams showed 
dominance on Monday, with both teams 
defeating Stillman Valley in a head-to-head 
nonconference matchup. The Hubs took 
down the Cardinals 112-34 and the Lady 
Hubs scored a 106-27 victory.

Hubs
Rochelle athletes won all six field events 

during Monday’s meet against the Cardi-
nals. Junior Landon Mickley claimed both 
the shot put and the discus with respective 
distances of 12.86 and 38.74 meters, while 
junior Nathan Sergeant took both the long 
jump and the triple jump with leaps of 5.43 
and 11.49 meters. Senior Ethan Bergeson 
won the pole vault with a clearance of 3.35 
meters and sophomore Jack Tilton won the 
high jump with a clearance of 1.73 meters.

Rochelle also won all four relay events 
on Monday. The 400-meter relay team 
(Jackson Smith, Nathan Sergeant, Irving 
Escalante and Virgil O’Dell) clocked in at 
47.73 seconds and the 800-meter relay team 
(Jackson Smith, Irving Escalante, Nathan 
Sergeant and Reece Harris) finished with a 
time of 1:41.10. The 1600-meter relay team 
(Irving Escalante, Jackson Smith, Nathan 
Sergeant and Chris Hickey) won with a 
time of 4:07.42 and the 3200-meter relay 
team (Declan McGee, Abel Huerta, Chris 
Hickey and Elijah Mayen) won with a time 
of 10:07.86.

Rochelle claimed six of the eight 
individual running events. Junior Luis 
Hernandez won three events including the 
800-meter run (2:15.05), the 1600-meter run 
(5:00.02) and the 3200-meter run (11:39.32). 

Bergeson took the 110-meter hurdles with a 
time of 18.16 seconds and freshman Wyatt 
Worthington claimed the 300-meter hurdles 
with a time of 47.26 seconds. Mayen brought 
home the 400-meter dash with a time of 
58.80 seconds.

Lady Hubs
Rochelle secured five field event victories 

on Monday, with senior Samantha Sanford 
claiming both the shot put and the discus 
with respective distances of 8.62 and 22.79 
meters. Junior Kennedy Adamski won both 
the high jump and the triple jump with marks 
of 1.43 and 8.85 meters. Freshman Samantha 
Overton took the pole vault with a clearance 
of 1.52 meters.

Rochelle won all four relay races against 
the Cardinals. The 800-meter relay team 
(Alex Neece, Miranda Dubek, Ryelee Bogle 
and Rylee Jackson) clocked in with a time 
of 1:59.57 and the 1600-meter relay team 
(Emely Hernandez, Brisa Zepeda, Anna 
Toczylowski and Annaliese Koziol) finished 
with a time of 5:21.32.The 3200-meter relay 
team (Rose Luxton, Bridgett Ramirez, Brisa 
Zepeda and Emely Hernandez) clocked in 
with a winning time of 12:46.18 and the 
400-meter relay team (Alivia Henkel, Ryelee 
Bogle, Kylie Smith and Miranda Dubek) 
won in 55.24 seconds.

Rochelle brought home six of the eight 
running events. Freshman Annaliese Koziol 
won the 3200-meter run with a time of 
14:28.60 and freshman Rose Luxton won 
the 1600-meter run with a time of 6:46.65. 
Junior Alivia Henkel took both the 200-meter 
dash and the 800-meter run with respective 
times of 28.44 and 2:35.81. Sophomore Ar-
line Villanueva claimed the 400-meter dash 
with a time of 1:08.83 and freshman Kyrie 
Cragin won the 300-meter hurdles in 53.94.
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SPORTS

Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Heating & Air Conditioning

Gutters, Roofing & Siding

COMMUNITY BOARD
Need to get the word out about a Need to get the word out about a 

product or service you offer? product or service you offer? 
Give us a call at 815-562-4171. Give us a call at 815-562-4171. 
We can reach over 9,000 homes!We can reach over 9,000 homes!

Concrete

• Residential &  
Commercial Concrete
• Additions

815-561-0099
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE  
ESTIMATES!

Plumbing, Heating 
& Cooling

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784

Since 1976

Li
c#

 0
55

-0
13

99
9

Custom Construction

Residential 
&  

Commercial 
Roofing

Shingle 
Roofing, 

Metal  
Roofing & 

Flat Roofing

Custom Construction Systems
customsteelroofing.com

Call & Text 815-871-7835

What 
Service
Do You 
Offer?

Advertise Here

RTHS Girls Track

RTHS Baseball

Hubs drop doubleheader against Sycamore
Rochelle concedes Interstate 8 Conference loss to Kaneland on Monday night

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

SYCAMORE — The 
Rochelle Hub varsity base-
ball team faced Syca-
more in an Interstate 8 
Conference doubleheader 
on Friday. The Spartans 
claimed both games, with 
the purple and white los-
ing 15-0 in the opener 
before falling 15-5 in the 
nightcap. 

Rochelle (6-10, 3-5 
Interstate 8) will begin 
a home-and-home series 

against Kaneland on the 
road Monday at 4:30 p.m.

Game 1
Collin Severson’s solo 

home run and Kyle Hart-
mann’s RBI double gave 
Sycamore a 2-0 lead in the 
top of the first inning. The 
Spartans added four runs 
in the top of the second 
inning, where Tommy 
Townsend’s RBI single 
and Jimmy Amptmann’s 
two-run single helped put 
Sycamore ahead 6-0. The 
Rochelle offense was un-

able to solve Sycamore 
starter Matthew Rosado, 
who fired four scoreless 
innings with no hits or 
walks allowed to keep the 
Hubs off the scoreboard.

Amptmann’s sacrifice 
fly sparked a nine-run 
outburst by the Spartans 
during the top of the fourth 
inning. Lucas Winburn fol-
lowed with a two-run dou-
ble two batters later, while 
Owen Piazza added an RBI 
single and Kiefer Tarnoki 
drew a bases-loaded walk. 
Severson and Townsend 

iced the Sycamore victory 
with consecutive two-run 
hits including a single and 
a triple.

Game 2
Back-to-back RBI sin-

gles from seniors Alex Bur-
nette and Garrett Gensler 
allowed the Hubs to take a 
2-0 lead over Sycamore in 
the top of the first inning. 
The Spartans fired right 
back with five runs in the 
bottom of the first inning, 
where Jimmy Amptmann 
belted a bases-clearing 

grand slam to center field 
and Hunter Britz slapped 
a two-out RBI single from 
the No. 9 hole.

Senior Noah Lara sent 
an RBI single into center 
field in the top of the sec-
ond inning to make the 
score 5-3 in favor of the 
Spartans, who tacked on 
six more runs in the bot-
tom of the second inning. 
Tommy Townsend’s two-
run homer to left-center 
gave Sycamore a 7-3 
advantage before Lucas 
Winburn bashed an RBI 

single up the middle three 
batters later. Joey Puleo 
and Kiefer Tarnoki drove 
in three more runs, with 
Tarnoki notching a two-run 
double to right-center field.

See BASEBALL pg 8

Lady Hubs finish sixth at Landers-Loomis Invitational
Freshman Koziol wins 3200-meter run during 11-team meet Friday evening

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

OREGON  — The 
Rochelle Lady Hub var-
sity track and field team 
scored 51 points to finish 
sixth out of 11 schools in 
the Landers-Loomis In-
vitational at Oregon High 
School on Friday evening. 
Freshman distance runner 

Annaliese Koziol brought 
home Rochelle’s lone 
event victory during the 
competition, taking first 
place in the 3200-meter 
run with a winning time 
of 14:35.82.

Juniors Alivia Henkel 
and Kylie Smith fin-
ished second and fourth 
in the 400-meter dash 
with respective times of 

1:01.13 and 1:05.94. Ju-
nior Kennedy Adamski 
placed third in the high 
jump with a clearance of 
1.42 meters and senior 
Miranda Dubek placed 
third in the 100-meter 
dash with a time of 14.33 
seconds. Freshman Rose 
Luxton finished fifth in 
the 1600-meter run with 
a time of 6:49.02 and 

Henkel took sixth in the 
100-meter hurdles with 
a time of 18.41 seconds.

Senior Samantha San-
ford placed sixth in the 
discus throw with a mark 
of 24.44 meters and sev-
enth in the shot put with 
a heave of 8.45 meters. 
Adamski finished eighth 
in the triple jump with a 
distance of 9.09 meters 

and Luxton took seventh 
in the 800-meter run with a 
time of 2:54.78. Freshman 
Kyrie Cragin placed 10th 
in the 300-meter hurdles 
with a time of 59.50.

Rochelle’s 1600-me-
ter relay team (Kylie 
Smith, Zoe White, Mary 
Chadwick and Arline 
Villanueva) took second 
with a time of 4:28.35. 

Rochelle’s 3200-meter 
relay team (Brisa Zepeda, 
Bridgett Ramirez, Emely 
Hernandez and Ailyn Mi-
randa) placed third with a 
time of 12:58.92 and Ro-
chelle’s 400-meter relay 
team (Ryelee Bogle, Car-
mela Bright, Rylee Jack-
son and Miranda Dubek) 
finished fourth with a time 
of 55.78 seconds.

RTHS Boys Track

Hubs place 13th at Rock Island ABC Invitational
BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCK ISLAND — 
The Rochelle Hub track 
and field team competed 
in the 38th Annual Rock 
Island ABC Invitational on 
Friday evening. The “A” 
team finished 14th out of 
14 schools with 14 points, 
while the “B” team took 
13th with 11 points and 
the “C” team placed 11th 
with 20 points.

A
Junior Luis Hernan-

dez finished third in the 
3200-meter run with a time 
of 10:26.22 and 11th in the 
1600-meter run with a time 
of 5:01.40. Junior Landon 

Mickley took seventh in 
the shot put with a distance 
of 12.98 meters and 10th in 
the discus with a distance 
of 29.65 meters. Senior 
Ethan Bergeson placed 
seventh in the pole vault 
with a clearance of 2.90 
meters.

Sophomore Jack Tilton 
finished eighth in the high 
jump with a clearance of 
1.68 meters and junior 
Nathan Sergeant placed 
ninth in the triple jump 
with a distance of 11.74 
meters. Freshman Wyatt 
Worthington took 10th in 
the 300-meter hurdles with 
a time of 47.25 seconds and 
sophomore Virgil O’Dell 
finished 12th in the long 
jump with a distance of 

5.21 meters.
Rochelle’s 800-meter 

relay team (Jack Tilton, 
Virgil O’Dell, Nathan 
Sergeant and Irving Es-
calante) and 3200-meter 
relay team (Chris Hickey, 
Abel Huerta, Johnny Mo-
rales and Parker Slatten-
gren) finished 10th with 
respective times of 1:41.21 
and 10:32.19. Rochelle’s 
400-meter relay team 
(Jackson Smith, Irving 
Escalante, Reece Harris 
and Virgil O’Dell) took 
11th with a time of 47.69 
seconds and Rochelle’s 
1600-meter relay team 
(Jackson Smith, Nathan 
Sergeant, Elijah Mayen 
and Irving Escalante) 
placed 13th with a time 

of 3:56.97.
Freshman Reece Harris 

took 11th in the 200-meter 
dash with a time of 24.94 
seconds and sophomore 
Chris Hickey placed 11th 
in the 400-meter dash with 
a time of 1:01.94. Fresh-
man Elijah Mayen finished 
11th in the 800-meter run 
with a time of 2:25.89 and 
junior Irving Escalante 
took 13th in the 100-meter 
dash with a time of 12.42 
seconds. Bergeson placed 
12th in the 110-meter 
hurdles with a time of 
18.40 seconds.

B
Freshman Declan Mc-

Gee finished fifth in the 
3200-meter run (11:28.20) 

and 11th in the 1600-meter 
run (5:17.04). Sophomore 
Kenny Overton took sixth 
in the pole vault with a 
height of 2.90 meters and 
senior Landon DeLille 
placed seventh in the shot 
put with a heave of 11.38 
meters. Freshman Wy-
att Worthington finished 
seventh in the 110-meter 
hurdles with a time of 
19.33 seconds and junior 
Nathan Sergeant took 10th 
in the long jump with a 
mark of 5.46 meters.

C
Senior Thomas Koziol 

finished second in the 
3200-meter run with a time 
of 11:43.28 and seventh in 
the 1600-meter run with a 

time of 5:25.64. Sopho-
more Colton Czekala took 
fifth in the shot put with a 
heave of 11.81 meters and 
freshman Wyatt Worthing-
ton placed fourth in the 
pole vault with a clearance 
of 2.60 meters. 

Sophomore Jack Tilton 
finished seventh in the 
triple jump with a mark of 
10.89 meters and sopho-
more Kenny Overton took 
eighth in the 110-meter 
hurdles with a time of 
20.34 seconds. Freshman 
Andrew Nuyen finished 
ninth in the 300-meter hur-
dles with a time of 49.01 
seconds and freshman 
Caden Goodwin placed 
10th in the long jump with 
a distance of 4.97 meters.

Several athletes earn top placements across three levels of competition Friday
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ASHTON NEWS

Bar/Restaurant
Ralphie and Lulu’s
812 Main St., Ashton

815-453-2103

Community Building
Mills and Petrie Memorial 

Building
Hourly, daily rentals for 

your event
815-973-8397

Funeral Home
Beverage Lyons Funeral 

Home
601 Richardson Ave., 
Ashton, 815-453-2441 
beveragefamilyfh.com 

Insurance
Bradford Victor-Adams 

Mutual Insurance 
Company

120 W. South St., Franklin 
Grove

815-456-2334

Public Library
Mills and Petrie Memorial 

Library
704 First Street
815-453-2213

BAR
GRILL&

1/2
OFF! BO!

GO!

120 W. South St., 
Franklin Grove
815-456-2334

Ahead of its Prom on April 22, Ashton-Franklin Center High School named and 
congratulated its 2023 Prom court. Back row: Auden Polk, Sean Lauer, Carson 

Rueff, Griffin Bushman and Kaleb Goldman. Front row: Cailin Bogle, Andrea 
Buhrow, Rhylee McCaslin, Dezi Cater, Jillian McLaughlin. 

AFC High School names 2023 Prom Court

AFC Raider baseball team 
falls against Oregon

ASHTON — The Ash-
ton-Franklin Center var-
sity baseball team played 
a close game against 
Oregon on Saturday. April 
22, falling 5-4 after the 
Hawks scored two runs 

in the bottom of the fifth 
inning.

Griffin Bushman went 
1-for-3 with one RBI, 
while Austin June walked 
and added one RBI in the 
game. Carson Rueff took 

the mound for the Raid-
ers, throwing three and 
one-third innings with five 
strikeouts. Caleb Thomas 
tossed the final two and 
two-thirds innings in relief 
and added two strikeouts.

POLO — Tri County 
Gun Club of Polo will be 
having an open house May 
6 and May 7 from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. each day. This event 
is open to the public at no 
charge. All ranges will be 
open with a range officer 
or instructor in charge. 
You will be able to try 10 
different shooting sports. 

An NRA Women On Target 
Class is offered by Tri-
County Woman of Caliber, 
20 seats available each day. 
There will be raffles and 
door prizes. 

Have you ever wanted 
to experience shooting a 
full-auto rifle, come give it 
a try. There will be two food 
vendors from 11 a.m. to 2 

p.m. each day. More infor-
mation and Raffle tickets are 
available online at, www.
tegc.net. Tri County Gun 
Club is located between 
Polo and Milledgeville on 
South Brookville Road, just 
north of Hazelhurst. Watch 
for the gun club’s sign. GPS 
coordinates N 41 58.043°-
W 089 40.966*

Tri County Gun Club 
open house is May 6-7

The Ashton-Franklin Center School District recently congratulated Jacob 
Warrenfeltz for being named Raider of the Week for FFA for the week of April 19. 
Warrenfeltz recieved second place in the Section Greenhand Quiz Bowl. Jacob is 
the son of Jennifer and Joe Warrenfeltz. The district thanked our sponsors, AFC 

Athletic Boosters, Huddle Cafe & Mimini’s Grocery Store, Ralphie & Lu Lu’s, Rev on 
38, Rooney’s, and tmg designs for helping the Raider of the Week to continue.

Warrenfeltz named Raider of the Week for FFA

The Lee County Sheriff’s 
Office recently congratu-
lated Deputy Alejandro 

Castro on his graduation 
from the Sauk Valley 
Community College 

Police Academy. Castro 
previously worked in the 

Lee County Sheriff’s 
Office correctional 

division before 
transferring to the patrol 

division, and he 
completed the 14-week 
basic law enforcement 
class. He will now start 

his field training to 
complete his training.

Castro 
graduates from 

SVCC Police 
Academy
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PRIME TIME

420 Fourth Avenue
Rochelle, IL 61068

815-562-2156
www.fnclaw.com

01
25

20
22

• Secure Entry System
• Community room with kitchen
• Activities
• On-site coin operated laundry
• On-site management office
• Dependable 24/7 maintenance service
• On-site parking for residents

For more information, please call 815-562-1404
Full time Social Service Coordinator is available to assist residents

615 N. Lincoln Hwy.
Rochelle, IL 61068
TTY 847-390-1460

Rent based
on 30% of a 

Resident’s Adjusted 
Gross Income

M A N A G E D  B Y:

w w w. L S S I . o r g

Owned and operated by Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI) offering 
apartment living for older adults in Rochelle and the surrounding communities.

0101201701132019

Lincoln ManorAPARTMENT AVAILABLE

THE value of 
hobbies is unde-
niable. A 2014 

study published in the 
Journal of Occupational 
and Organizational Psy-
chology found that em-
ployees who engaged in 
creative hobbies outside of 
work were more creative 
on work projects and had 
a better attitude on the 
job, while a separate study 
published in Psychoso-
matic Medicine in 2009 
reported that individuals 
who engaged in enjoy-
able leisure activities had 
lower  blood pressure and 
a smaller waist.

The myriad benefits of 
hobbies is good news for 
seniors, many of whom 
have ample time for lei-
sure activities. Whether 
seniors are retired or still 
working but free from 
the responsibilities of 
parenting, the following 
are some fun and engag-
ing hobbies to fill that 
free time.

• Cooking: Years spent 
hustling and bustling 
through the daily grind 
of personal and profes-
sional obligations might 
have forced individuals 
to embrace cooking that 
emphasized convenience 
over culinary skill. Now 

that there’s more time 
to embrace one’s inner 
Emeril, seniors can look 
to cooking classes or take 
the self-taught route and 
purchase a new cookbook 
filled with delicious reci-
pes. A well-cooked home-
made meal can provide a 
sense of accomplishment 
and affords seniors an 
opportunity to control the 
ingredients in the foods 
they eat, which can be 
important for individuals 
with health-related dietary 
restrictions.

• Writing: Many suc-
cessful individuals have 
penned their memoirs after 
long, notable careers and 
lives. While individuals 
needn’t follow suit with 
the goal of making their 
memoirs public, writing 
can be a great way for 
seniors to document their 
own lives and the lives of 
their families. Interest in 
genealogy has risen con-
siderably in recent years, 
as easily accessible web-
sites like Ancestry.com 
and 23andMe.com have 
made it easier than ever 
for individuals to learn 
where they came from. 
Seniors can contextualize 
the information provided 
by genealogy websites 
by writing about their 

Several engaging hobbies for seniors

personal experiences and 
sharing what they know 
about the lives of their 
parents, siblings, grand-
parents, and other family 
members.

• Gardening: Seniors 
looking for hobbies that 
get them out in the great 
outdoors need look no 
further than their own 
backyards. Gardening 
can benefit the body in 

myriad ways. According 
to the Mayo Clinic Health 
System, gardening can 
burn as many calories as 
working out in the gym. 
In addition, the MCHS 
notes that individuals who 
grow their own fruits and 
vegetables are more likely 
to include those foods in 
their own diets, thus saving 
them money at the grocery 
store and also increasing 

their intake of nutrient-
rich foods.

• Swimming: Swim-
ming is an ideal exercise 
for seniors, as it’s low-
impact but still a great way 
to utilize the entire body. 
A 2007 study published in 
the journal Quality of Life 
Research found that water-
based exercise improves 
older adults’ quality of life 
and decreases disability. A 

separate study published 
in 2008 in The Journal 
of Sports Medicine and 
Physical Fitness found 
that water-based exercise 
can improve or help to 
maintain bone health in 
post-menopausal women.

These are just a few of 
the many hobbies seniors 
can pursue as they look 
for positive and fun ways 
to spend their free time.

OF the roughly 55 
million people 
around the world 

living with dementia, 60 to 
70 percent are estimated to 
have Alzheimer’s disease, 
reports the Mayo Clinic.

Alzheimer’s disease is a 
progressive brain disorder 
marked first by mild mem-
ory loss that can worsen 
and lead to problems with 
communication and an 
inability to perform the 
activities of daily life. The 
condition is named for Dr. 
Alois Alzheimer. In 1906, 
Alzheimer noticed changes 
in the postmortem brain 
tissue of a woman who 
had died of unusual men-
tal illness, which included 
symptoms of language 
problems, memory loss 
and unpredictable behav-
ior. Her brain showed 
many abnormal clumps and 
tangled bundles of fibers. 
According to the National 
Institute on Aging, doctors 
now know those clumps 
are amyloid plaques and 
the tangles are hallmarks 
of the disease.

The National Institutes 
of Health says Alzheimer’s 
disease is the seventh lead-
ing cause of death in the 
United States and is the 
most common dementia 
among older adults. While 
most people are familiar 
with Alzheimer’s, there 
is much more anyone can 
learn. The following are 
some interesting facts about 
Alzheimer’s.

• The most common 
symptoms of Alzheimer’s 
involve a gradual decline 
in memory, reasoning, lan-
guage, coordination, mood, 
and behavior.

• The Cleveland Clinic 
says the buildup of plaques 
and tangles from an over-
abundance of amyloid and 
tau protein production 
block the communication 
between nerve cells and 
cause brain cells to die, 
thus contributing to Al-
zheimer’s. Nerve cell death 
starts in the hippocampus, 
the area of the brain that 
controls memory. Doctors 
are not entirely sure what 
causes this protein build-up.

• Many times family 
members are the first to rec-
ognize a friend or loved one 
forgetting newly learned in-
formation, especially recent 

Interesting facts about Alzheimer’s disease

events, places and names. 
• Issues with thinking and 

reasoning may include not 
wearing the right clothes for 
the weather or not knowing 
to use oven mitts when tak-
ing hot items out of the oven.

• Changes in the brain 
can begin years before 
initial symptoms appear, 
according to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Pre-
vention. Age is the biggest 
risk factor for Alzheimer’s. 

Researchers believe that 
genetics may play a role, but 
a genetic predisposition to 
Alzheimer’s does not make 
it an inevitability.

• A healthy lifestyle, 
which includes adequate 
physical activity, a nutri-
tious diet, limited alco-
hol consumption, and not 
smoking, may help people 
avoid Alzheimer’s.

• Alzheimer’s can rob 
a person of his or her per-

sonality. As the disease be-
comes more severe, mood 
swings, anger, depression, 
and anxiety may occur. This 
is combined with the pa-
tient forgetting who family 
members are and potentially 
lashing out or being disin-

terested in visitors.
• There is no cure for 

Alzheimer’s, but doctors 
use medical management to 
improve quality of life for 
patients and their caregiv-
ers. Treatments may help 
maintain brain health and 

manage behavioral symp-
toms. Alzheimer’s disease 
was first diagnosed at the 
start of the 20th century. 
Now, 117 years later, it re-
mains a major health issue 
affecting millions of people 
worldwide.  
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LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

ROCHELLE 
IL1410500 
Annual Water Quality Report for the period of January 1 to December 31, 2022. 
 
This report is intended to provide you with important information about your drinking water and the efforts 
made by the water system to provide safe drinking water. 
 
The source of drinking water used by ROCHELLE is Ground Water.  For more information regarding this 
report contact: Adam Lanning, 815-561-2065. 
 
Este informe contiene información muy importante sobre el agua potable.  Si necesita una copia del reporte en 
español comuníquese con el departamento de servicio al cliente al número 815-562-4155. 
 
Water Quality 
RMU has developed a contingency plan to ensure that, through emergency preparedness, any risks to the 
water supply will be minimized. 
 
Water Resources 
The sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled water) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, 
reservoirs, springs, and wells.  As water travels over the surface of the land or through the ground, it can 
dissolve naturally occurring minerals and radioactive materials, and can pick up substances resulting from the 
presence of animals or from human activity. 
 
Possible Contaminants that may be present in source water include: 
Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, which may come from sewage treatment plants, septic 
systems, agricultural livestock operations, and wildlife. 
 
Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, which can be naturally occurring or result from urban 
storm water runoff, industrial or domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas production, mining or farming. 
 
Pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a variety of sources such as agriculture, urban storm water 
runoff and residential uses. 
 
Organic chemical contaminants, including synthetic and volatile organic chemicals, which are by-products 
of industrial processes and petroleum production, and may also come from gas stations, urban storm water 
runoff, and septic systems; and  
 
Radioactive contaminants, which can be naturally occurring or be the result of oil and gas production and 
mining activities. 
 
In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, USEPA prescribes regulations which limit the amount of certain 
contaminants in water provided by public water systems.  FDA regulations establish limits for contaminants in 
bottled water, which must provide the same protection for public health. 
 
If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health problems, especially for pregnant women and young 
children.  Lead in drinking water is primarily from materials and components associated with service lines and 
home plumbing.  Rochelle is responsible for providing high quality drinking water but cannot control the variety 
of materials used in plumbing components.  When your water has been sitting for several hours, you can 
minimize the potential for lead exposure by flushing your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using water 
for drinking or cooking.  If you are concerned about lead in your water, you may wish to have your water tested.  
Information on lead in drinking water, testing methods, and steps you can take to minimize exposure is available 
from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline or at http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead 
 
In 2021, our PWS was sampled as part of the State of Illinois PFAS Statewide Investigation. Eighteen PFAS 
compounds were sampled, and none were detected in our finished drinking water. For more information about 
PFAS health advisories https://www.epa.gov/pfas 
 
Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of 
some contaminants.  The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that water poses a health risk.  
More information about contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the USEPA’s 
Safe Drinking Water Hotline (1-800-426-4791). 
 
Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general population.  Immuno-
compromised persons such as persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone 

organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants can be 
particularly at risk from infections.  These people should seek advice about drinking water from their health 
care providers. USEPA/CDC guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium 
and other microbial contaminants are available from the USEPA’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline (1-800-426-
4791). 
 
Our Water Supply 
We want our valued customers to be informed about their water quality.  If you would like to learn more, please 
feel welcome to attend any of the City Council meetings held at 6:30 p.m. on the first and third Monday each 
month at City Hall, 420 N 6th St, Rochelle, IL 61068. More information on City Council meetings can be found 
at https://rochelle-il.municodemeetings.com/ The source water assessment for our supply has been completed 
by the Illinois EPA.  If you would like a copy of this information, please stop by RMU or call Customer Service 
at 815-562-4155.  To view a summary version of the completed Source Water assessments, including:  
Importance of Source Water; Susceptibility to Contamination Determination; and 
documentation/recommendation of Source Water Protection Efforts. You may access the Illinois EPA at 
https://www.epa.gov/report-environment/epas-report-environment-fact-sheet. 
 
To determine Rochelle’s susceptibility to groundwater contamination, information obtained during a Well Site 
Survey, which was performed by the Illinois Rural Water Association on July 15, 1999, was reviewed.  Based 
on this information, several potential sources of contamination were identified within proximity of this water 
supply’s wells.  The Illinois EPA does not consider the City’s source water susceptible to contamination.  This 
determination is based on several criteria including monitoring conducted at the wells; monitoring conducted at 
the entry point to the distribution system; and the available hydrogeologic data on the wells.  In anticipation of 
the U.S. EPA’s proposed Ground Water Rule, the Illinois EPA has determined that the water supply is not 
vulnerable to viral contamination.  This determination is based upon the completed evaluation of the following 
criteria during the Vulnerability Waiver Process:  the community’s wells are properly constructed with sound 
integrity and proper site conditions; a hydrogeologic barrier exists that should prevent pathogen movement; all 
potential routes and sanitary defects have been mitigated such that the source water is adequately protected; 
monitoring data did not indicate a history of disease outbreak; and a sanitary survey of the water supply did not 
indicate a viral contamination threat.  Because the community’s wells are constructed in a confined aquifer, 
which should minimize the movement of pathogens into the wells, well hydraulics were not considered to be a 
significant factor in the vulnerability determination.  Hence, well hydraulics was not evaluated for this 
groundwater supply.   
 
Source Water Information 
  Source Water Name                    Location                                  Type of Water 
     Well 10 (11944)                        Southview Drive                                     GW 
     Well 11 (01537)                        Flagg Road                                              GW 
     Well 12 (02022)                        3188 Hayes Road                                    GW 
     Well 8 (11814)                          NEXT to TOWER Caron Road              GW 
     Well 4 (11810)                          NEXT to TOWER off N 7TH                _GW 

 
Water Quality Test Results 
Definitions:  The following tables contain scientific terms and measures, some of which may require explanation. 
Avg:     Regulatory compliance with some MCLs is based on running annual average of monthly samples. 
Level 1 Assessment: A Level 1 assessment is a study of the water system to identify potential problems and 
determine (If possible) why total coliform bacteria have been found in our water system. 
Level 2 Assessment: A Level 2 assessment is a very detailed study of the water system to identify potential problems 
and determine (if possible) why an E.Coli MCL violation occurred and/or why total coliform bacteria have been found 
In our water system on multiple occasions.   
Maximum Contaminant Level Goal or MCLG:   The level of a contaminant in drinking water below which there is no 
known or expected risk to health.  MCLGs allow for a margin of safety.   
Maximum Contaminant Level or MCL: The highest level of a contaminant that is allowed in drinking water.  MCLs are 
set as close to the MCLGs as feasible using the best available treatment technology. 
Maximum residual disinfectant level goal or MRDLG: The level of a drinking water disinfectant below which there is 
no known or expected risk to health.  MRDLGs do not reflect the benefits of the use of disinfectants to control 
microbial contaminants. 
Maximum residual disinfectant level or MRDL: The highest level of a disinfectant allowed in drinking water.  There is 
convincing evidence that addition of a disinfectant is necessary for control of microbial contaminants. 
mrem: Millirems per year (a measure of radiation absorbed by the body) 
ppb:    Micrograms per liter or parts per billion – or one ounce in 7,350,000 gallons of water 
N/A:    Not applicable 
 

 

CITY OF ROCHELLE 

 
Rochelle Municipal Utilities 

ANNUAL WATER 
QUALITY REPORT 

 

January 1, 2022 
to 

December 31, 2022 
 

 
333 Lincoln Highway 

Rochelle, IL 61068 
815-562-4155 

 

ROCHELLE 
IL1410500 
Annual Water Quality Report for the period of January 1 to December 31, 2022. 
 
This report is intended to provide you with important information about your drinking water and the efforts 
made by the water system to provide safe drinking water. 
 
The source of drinking water used by ROCHELLE is Ground Water.  For more information regarding this 
report contact: Adam Lanning, 815-561-2065. 
 
Este informe contiene información muy importante sobre el agua potable.  Si necesita una copia del reporte en 
español comuníquese con el departamento de servicio al cliente al número 815-562-4155. 
 
Water Quality 
RMU has developed a contingency plan to ensure that, through emergency preparedness, any risks to the 
water supply will be minimized. 
 
Water Resources 
The sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled water) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, 
reservoirs, springs, and wells.  As water travels over the surface of the land or through the ground, it can 
dissolve naturally occurring minerals and radioactive materials, and can pick up substances resulting from the 
presence of animals or from human activity. 
 
Possible Contaminants that may be present in source water include: 
Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, which may come from sewage treatment plants, septic 
systems, agricultural livestock operations, and wildlife. 
 
Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, which can be naturally occurring or result from urban 
storm water runoff, industrial or domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas production, mining or farming. 
 
Pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a variety of sources such as agriculture, urban storm water 
runoff and residential uses. 
 
Organic chemical contaminants, including synthetic and volatile organic chemicals, which are by-products 
of industrial processes and petroleum production, and may also come from gas stations, urban storm water 
runoff, and septic systems; and  
 
Radioactive contaminants, which can be naturally occurring or be the result of oil and gas production and 
mining activities. 
 
In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, USEPA prescribes regulations which limit the amount of certain 
contaminants in water provided by public water systems.  FDA regulations establish limits for contaminants in 
bottled water, which must provide the same protection for public health. 
 
If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health problems, especially for pregnant women and young 
children.  Lead in drinking water is primarily from materials and components associated with service lines and 
home plumbing.  Rochelle is responsible for providing high quality drinking water but cannot control the variety 
of materials used in plumbing components.  When your water has been sitting for several hours, you can 
minimize the potential for lead exposure by flushing your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using water 
for drinking or cooking.  If you are concerned about lead in your water, you may wish to have your water tested.  
Information on lead in drinking water, testing methods, and steps you can take to minimize exposure is available 
from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline or at http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead 
 
In 2021, our PWS was sampled as part of the State of Illinois PFAS Statewide Investigation. Eighteen PFAS 
compounds were sampled, and none were detected in our finished drinking water. For more information about 
PFAS health advisories https://www.epa.gov/pfas 
 
Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of 
some contaminants.  The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that water poses a health risk.  
More information about contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the USEPA’s 
Safe Drinking Water Hotline (1-800-426-4791). 
 
Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general population.  Immuno-
compromised persons such as persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone 

organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants can be 
particularly at risk from infections.  These people should seek advice about drinking water from their health 
care providers. USEPA/CDC guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium 
and other microbial contaminants are available from the USEPA’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline (1-800-426-
4791). 
 
Our Water Supply 
We want our valued customers to be informed about their water quality.  If you would like to learn more, please 
feel welcome to attend any of the City Council meetings held at 6:30 p.m. on the first and third Monday each 
month at City Hall, 420 N 6th St, Rochelle, IL 61068. More information on City Council meetings can be found 
at https://rochelle-il.municodemeetings.com/ The source water assessment for our supply has been completed 
by the Illinois EPA.  If you would like a copy of this information, please stop by RMU or call Customer Service 
at 815-562-4155.  To view a summary version of the completed Source Water assessments, including:  
Importance of Source Water; Susceptibility to Contamination Determination; and 
documentation/recommendation of Source Water Protection Efforts. You may access the Illinois EPA at 
https://www.epa.gov/report-environment/epas-report-environment-fact-sheet. 
 
To determine Rochelle’s susceptibility to groundwater contamination, information obtained during a Well Site 
Survey, which was performed by the Illinois Rural Water Association on July 15, 1999, was reviewed.  Based 
on this information, several potential sources of contamination were identified within proximity of this water 
supply’s wells.  The Illinois EPA does not consider the City’s source water susceptible to contamination.  This 
determination is based on several criteria including monitoring conducted at the wells; monitoring conducted at 
the entry point to the distribution system; and the available hydrogeologic data on the wells.  In anticipation of 
the U.S. EPA’s proposed Ground Water Rule, the Illinois EPA has determined that the water supply is not 
vulnerable to viral contamination.  This determination is based upon the completed evaluation of the following 
criteria during the Vulnerability Waiver Process:  the community’s wells are properly constructed with sound 
integrity and proper site conditions; a hydrogeologic barrier exists that should prevent pathogen movement; all 
potential routes and sanitary defects have been mitigated such that the source water is adequately protected; 
monitoring data did not indicate a history of disease outbreak; and a sanitary survey of the water supply did not 
indicate a viral contamination threat.  Because the community’s wells are constructed in a confined aquifer, 
which should minimize the movement of pathogens into the wells, well hydraulics were not considered to be a 
significant factor in the vulnerability determination.  Hence, well hydraulics was not evaluated for this 
groundwater supply.   
 
Source Water Information 
  Source Water Name                    Location                                  Type of Water 
     Well 10 (11944)                        Southview Drive                                     GW 
     Well 11 (01537)                        Flagg Road                                              GW 
     Well 12 (02022)                        3188 Hayes Road                                    GW 
     Well 8 (11814)                          NEXT to TOWER Caron Road              GW 
     Well 4 (11810)                          NEXT to TOWER off N 7TH                _GW 

 
Water Quality Test Results 
Definitions:  The following tables contain scientific terms and measures, some of which may require explanation. 
Avg:     Regulatory compliance with some MCLs is based on running annual average of monthly samples. 
Level 1 Assessment: A Level 1 assessment is a study of the water system to identify potential problems and 
determine (If possible) why total coliform bacteria have been found in our water system. 
Level 2 Assessment: A Level 2 assessment is a very detailed study of the water system to identify potential problems 
and determine (if possible) why an E.Coli MCL violation occurred and/or why total coliform bacteria have been found 
In our water system on multiple occasions.   
Maximum Contaminant Level Goal or MCLG:   The level of a contaminant in drinking water below which there is no 
known or expected risk to health.  MCLGs allow for a margin of safety.   
Maximum Contaminant Level or MCL: The highest level of a contaminant that is allowed in drinking water.  MCLs are 
set as close to the MCLGs as feasible using the best available treatment technology. 
Maximum residual disinfectant level goal or MRDLG: The level of a drinking water disinfectant below which there is 
no known or expected risk to health.  MRDLGs do not reflect the benefits of the use of disinfectants to control 
microbial contaminants. 
Maximum residual disinfectant level or MRDL: The highest level of a disinfectant allowed in drinking water.  There is 
convincing evidence that addition of a disinfectant is necessary for control of microbial contaminants. 
mrem: Millirems per year (a measure of radiation absorbed by the body) 
ppb:    Micrograms per liter or parts per billion – or one ounce in 7,350,000 gallons of water 
N/A:    Not applicable 
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ROCHELLE 
IL1410500 
Annual Water Quality Report for the period of January 1 to December 31, 2022. 
 
This report is intended to provide you with important information about your drinking water and the efforts 
made by the water system to provide safe drinking water. 
 
The source of drinking water used by ROCHELLE is Ground Water.  For more information regarding this 
report contact: Adam Lanning, 815-561-2065. 
 
Este informe contiene información muy importante sobre el agua potable.  Si necesita una copia del reporte en 
español comuníquese con el departamento de servicio al cliente al número 815-562-4155. 
 
Water Quality 
RMU has developed a contingency plan to ensure that, through emergency preparedness, any risks to the 
water supply will be minimized. 
 
Water Resources 
The sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled water) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, 
reservoirs, springs, and wells.  As water travels over the surface of the land or through the ground, it can 
dissolve naturally occurring minerals and radioactive materials, and can pick up substances resulting from the 
presence of animals or from human activity. 
 
Possible Contaminants that may be present in source water include: 
Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, which may come from sewage treatment plants, septic 
systems, agricultural livestock operations, and wildlife. 
 
Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, which can be naturally occurring or result from urban 
storm water runoff, industrial or domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas production, mining or farming. 
 
Pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a variety of sources such as agriculture, urban storm water 
runoff and residential uses. 
 
Organic chemical contaminants, including synthetic and volatile organic chemicals, which are by-products 
of industrial processes and petroleum production, and may also come from gas stations, urban storm water 
runoff, and septic systems; and  
 
Radioactive contaminants, which can be naturally occurring or be the result of oil and gas production and 
mining activities. 
 
In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, USEPA prescribes regulations which limit the amount of certain 
contaminants in water provided by public water systems.  FDA regulations establish limits for contaminants in 
bottled water, which must provide the same protection for public health. 
 
If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health problems, especially for pregnant women and young 
children.  Lead in drinking water is primarily from materials and components associated with service lines and 
home plumbing.  Rochelle is responsible for providing high quality drinking water but cannot control the variety 
of materials used in plumbing components.  When your water has been sitting for several hours, you can 
minimize the potential for lead exposure by flushing your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using water 
for drinking or cooking.  If you are concerned about lead in your water, you may wish to have your water tested.  
Information on lead in drinking water, testing methods, and steps you can take to minimize exposure is available 
from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline or at http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead 
 
In 2021, our PWS was sampled as part of the State of Illinois PFAS Statewide Investigation. Eighteen PFAS 
compounds were sampled, and none were detected in our finished drinking water. For more information about 
PFAS health advisories https://www.epa.gov/pfas 
 
Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of 
some contaminants.  The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that water poses a health risk.  
More information about contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the USEPA’s 
Safe Drinking Water Hotline (1-800-426-4791). 
 
Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general population.  Immuno-
compromised persons such as persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone 

organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants can be 
particularly at risk from infections.  These people should seek advice about drinking water from their health 
care providers. USEPA/CDC guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium 
and other microbial contaminants are available from the USEPA’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline (1-800-426-
4791). 
 
Our Water Supply 
We want our valued customers to be informed about their water quality.  If you would like to learn more, please 
feel welcome to attend any of the City Council meetings held at 6:30 p.m. on the first and third Monday each 
month at City Hall, 420 N 6th St, Rochelle, IL 61068. More information on City Council meetings can be found 
at https://rochelle-il.municodemeetings.com/ The source water assessment for our supply has been completed 
by the Illinois EPA.  If you would like a copy of this information, please stop by RMU or call Customer Service 
at 815-562-4155.  To view a summary version of the completed Source Water assessments, including:  
Importance of Source Water; Susceptibility to Contamination Determination; and 
documentation/recommendation of Source Water Protection Efforts. You may access the Illinois EPA at 
https://www.epa.gov/report-environment/epas-report-environment-fact-sheet. 
 
To determine Rochelle’s susceptibility to groundwater contamination, information obtained during a Well Site 
Survey, which was performed by the Illinois Rural Water Association on July 15, 1999, was reviewed.  Based 
on this information, several potential sources of contamination were identified within proximity of this water 
supply’s wells.  The Illinois EPA does not consider the City’s source water susceptible to contamination.  This 
determination is based on several criteria including monitoring conducted at the wells; monitoring conducted at 
the entry point to the distribution system; and the available hydrogeologic data on the wells.  In anticipation of 
the U.S. EPA’s proposed Ground Water Rule, the Illinois EPA has determined that the water supply is not 
vulnerable to viral contamination.  This determination is based upon the completed evaluation of the following 
criteria during the Vulnerability Waiver Process:  the community’s wells are properly constructed with sound 
integrity and proper site conditions; a hydrogeologic barrier exists that should prevent pathogen movement; all 
potential routes and sanitary defects have been mitigated such that the source water is adequately protected; 
monitoring data did not indicate a history of disease outbreak; and a sanitary survey of the water supply did not 
indicate a viral contamination threat.  Because the community’s wells are constructed in a confined aquifer, 
which should minimize the movement of pathogens into the wells, well hydraulics were not considered to be a 
significant factor in the vulnerability determination.  Hence, well hydraulics was not evaluated for this 
groundwater supply.   
 
Source Water Information 
  Source Water Name                    Location                                  Type of Water 
     Well 10 (11944)                        Southview Drive                                     GW 
     Well 11 (01537)                        Flagg Road                                              GW 
     Well 12 (02022)                        3188 Hayes Road                                    GW 
     Well 8 (11814)                          NEXT to TOWER Caron Road              GW 
     Well 4 (11810)                          NEXT to TOWER off N 7TH                _GW 

 
Water Quality Test Results 
Definitions:  The following tables contain scientific terms and measures, some of which may require explanation. 
Avg:     Regulatory compliance with some MCLs is based on running annual average of monthly samples. 
Level 1 Assessment: A Level 1 assessment is a study of the water system to identify potential problems and 
determine (If possible) why total coliform bacteria have been found in our water system. 
Level 2 Assessment: A Level 2 assessment is a very detailed study of the water system to identify potential problems 
and determine (if possible) why an E.Coli MCL violation occurred and/or why total coliform bacteria have been found 
In our water system on multiple occasions.   
Maximum Contaminant Level Goal or MCLG:   The level of a contaminant in drinking water below which there is no 
known or expected risk to health.  MCLGs allow for a margin of safety.   
Maximum Contaminant Level or MCL: The highest level of a contaminant that is allowed in drinking water.  MCLs are 
set as close to the MCLGs as feasible using the best available treatment technology. 
Maximum residual disinfectant level goal or MRDLG: The level of a drinking water disinfectant below which there is 
no known or expected risk to health.  MRDLGs do not reflect the benefits of the use of disinfectants to control 
microbial contaminants. 
Maximum residual disinfectant level or MRDL: The highest level of a disinfectant allowed in drinking water.  There is 
convincing evidence that addition of a disinfectant is necessary for control of microbial contaminants. 
mrem: Millirems per year (a measure of radiation absorbed by the body) 
ppb:    Micrograms per liter or parts per billion – or one ounce in 7,350,000 gallons of water 
N/A:    Not applicable 
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ROCHELLE 
IL1410500 
Annual Water Quality Report for the period of January 1 to December 31, 2022. 
 
This report is intended to provide you with important information about your drinking water and the efforts 
made by the water system to provide safe drinking water. 
 
The source of drinking water used by ROCHELLE is Ground Water.  For more information regarding this 
report contact: Adam Lanning, 815-561-2065. 
 
Este informe contiene información muy importante sobre el agua potable.  Si necesita una copia del reporte en 
español comuníquese con el departamento de servicio al cliente al número 815-562-4155. 
 
Water Quality 
RMU has developed a contingency plan to ensure that, through emergency preparedness, any risks to the 
water supply will be minimized. 
 
Water Resources 
The sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled water) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, 
reservoirs, springs, and wells.  As water travels over the surface of the land or through the ground, it can 
dissolve naturally occurring minerals and radioactive materials, and can pick up substances resulting from the 
presence of animals or from human activity. 
 
Possible Contaminants that may be present in source water include: 
Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, which may come from sewage treatment plants, septic 
systems, agricultural livestock operations, and wildlife. 
 
Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, which can be naturally occurring or result from urban 
storm water runoff, industrial or domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas production, mining or farming. 
 
Pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a variety of sources such as agriculture, urban storm water 
runoff and residential uses. 
 
Organic chemical contaminants, including synthetic and volatile organic chemicals, which are by-products 
of industrial processes and petroleum production, and may also come from gas stations, urban storm water 
runoff, and septic systems; and  
 
Radioactive contaminants, which can be naturally occurring or be the result of oil and gas production and 
mining activities. 
 
In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, USEPA prescribes regulations which limit the amount of certain 
contaminants in water provided by public water systems.  FDA regulations establish limits for contaminants in 
bottled water, which must provide the same protection for public health. 
 
If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health problems, especially for pregnant women and young 
children.  Lead in drinking water is primarily from materials and components associated with service lines and 
home plumbing.  Rochelle is responsible for providing high quality drinking water but cannot control the variety 
of materials used in plumbing components.  When your water has been sitting for several hours, you can 
minimize the potential for lead exposure by flushing your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using water 
for drinking or cooking.  If you are concerned about lead in your water, you may wish to have your water tested.  
Information on lead in drinking water, testing methods, and steps you can take to minimize exposure is available 
from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline or at http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead 
 
In 2021, our PWS was sampled as part of the State of Illinois PFAS Statewide Investigation. Eighteen PFAS 
compounds were sampled, and none were detected in our finished drinking water. For more information about 
PFAS health advisories https://www.epa.gov/pfas 
 
Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of 
some contaminants.  The presence of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that water poses a health risk.  
More information about contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the USEPA’s 
Safe Drinking Water Hotline (1-800-426-4791). 
 
Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general population.  Immuno-
compromised persons such as persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone 

organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants can be 
particularly at risk from infections.  These people should seek advice about drinking water from their health 
care providers. USEPA/CDC guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium 
and other microbial contaminants are available from the USEPA’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline (1-800-426-
4791). 
 
Our Water Supply 
We want our valued customers to be informed about their water quality.  If you would like to learn more, please 
feel welcome to attend any of the City Council meetings held at 6:30 p.m. on the first and third Monday each 
month at City Hall, 420 N 6th St, Rochelle, IL 61068. More information on City Council meetings can be found 
at https://rochelle-il.municodemeetings.com/ The source water assessment for our supply has been completed 
by the Illinois EPA.  If you would like a copy of this information, please stop by RMU or call Customer Service 
at 815-562-4155.  To view a summary version of the completed Source Water assessments, including:  
Importance of Source Water; Susceptibility to Contamination Determination; and 
documentation/recommendation of Source Water Protection Efforts. You may access the Illinois EPA at 
https://www.epa.gov/report-environment/epas-report-environment-fact-sheet. 
 
To determine Rochelle’s susceptibility to groundwater contamination, information obtained during a Well Site 
Survey, which was performed by the Illinois Rural Water Association on July 15, 1999, was reviewed.  Based 
on this information, several potential sources of contamination were identified within proximity of this water 
supply’s wells.  The Illinois EPA does not consider the City’s source water susceptible to contamination.  This 
determination is based on several criteria including monitoring conducted at the wells; monitoring conducted at 
the entry point to the distribution system; and the available hydrogeologic data on the wells.  In anticipation of 
the U.S. EPA’s proposed Ground Water Rule, the Illinois EPA has determined that the water supply is not 
vulnerable to viral contamination.  This determination is based upon the completed evaluation of the following 
criteria during the Vulnerability Waiver Process:  the community’s wells are properly constructed with sound 
integrity and proper site conditions; a hydrogeologic barrier exists that should prevent pathogen movement; all 
potential routes and sanitary defects have been mitigated such that the source water is adequately protected; 
monitoring data did not indicate a history of disease outbreak; and a sanitary survey of the water supply did not 
indicate a viral contamination threat.  Because the community’s wells are constructed in a confined aquifer, 
which should minimize the movement of pathogens into the wells, well hydraulics were not considered to be a 
significant factor in the vulnerability determination.  Hence, well hydraulics was not evaluated for this 
groundwater supply.   
 
Source Water Information 
  Source Water Name                    Location                                  Type of Water 
     Well 10 (11944)                        Southview Drive                                     GW 
     Well 11 (01537)                        Flagg Road                                              GW 
     Well 12 (02022)                        3188 Hayes Road                                    GW 
     Well 8 (11814)                          NEXT to TOWER Caron Road              GW 
     Well 4 (11810)                          NEXT to TOWER off N 7TH                _GW 

 
Water Quality Test Results 
Definitions:  The following tables contain scientific terms and measures, some of which may require explanation. 
Avg:     Regulatory compliance with some MCLs is based on running annual average of monthly samples. 
Level 1 Assessment: A Level 1 assessment is a study of the water system to identify potential problems and 
determine (If possible) why total coliform bacteria have been found in our water system. 
Level 2 Assessment: A Level 2 assessment is a very detailed study of the water system to identify potential problems 
and determine (if possible) why an E.Coli MCL violation occurred and/or why total coliform bacteria have been found 
In our water system on multiple occasions.   
Maximum Contaminant Level Goal or MCLG:   The level of a contaminant in drinking water below which there is no 
known or expected risk to health.  MCLGs allow for a margin of safety.   
Maximum Contaminant Level or MCL: The highest level of a contaminant that is allowed in drinking water.  MCLs are 
set as close to the MCLGs as feasible using the best available treatment technology. 
Maximum residual disinfectant level goal or MRDLG: The level of a drinking water disinfectant below which there is 
no known or expected risk to health.  MRDLGs do not reflect the benefits of the use of disinfectants to control 
microbial contaminants. 
Maximum residual disinfectant level or MRDL: The highest level of a disinfectant allowed in drinking water.  There is 
convincing evidence that addition of a disinfectant is necessary for control of microbial contaminants. 
mrem: Millirems per year (a measure of radiation absorbed by the body) 
ppb:    Micrograms per liter or parts per billion – or one ounce in 7,350,000 gallons of water 
N/A:    Not applicable 
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE • HILLCREST • CRESTON • STEWARD • KINGS • ASHTON

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE TO BIDDERS 
SEALED BIDS will be 
received by the City of 
Rochelle, Illinois until 
2:00 p.m., May 18, 2023, 
for the Rochelle Fire De-
partment Remodeling, 
which will consist of se-
lective demolition of ex-
isting structure and fin-
ishes, new toilet rooms 
and sleeping rooms, 
including modifications 
to existing mechanical, 
electrical and plumbing 
systems, and limited 
new fire protection work. 
Bid shall be a Single 
Lump Sum Bid. 
THE CITY OF RO-
CHELLE PREFERS 
THE SEALED BID BE 
HAND DELIVERED TO 
THE OFFICE OF THE 
CITY CLERK, CITY 
HALL, 420 NORTH 
SIXTH STREET, RO-
CHELLE, ILLINOIS 
BEFORE 2:00 P.M. ON 
THURSDAY, MAY 18, 
2023; HOWEVER, BIDS 
MAY ALSO BE MAILED. 
ANY BID RECEIVED 
AFTER 2:00 P.M., MAY 
18, 2023, WILL BE RE-
TURNED, UNOPENED. 
ALL completed bids 
will be publicly opened 
and read aloud at a bid 
opening at 2:00 p.m., 
May 18, 2023, in the 
council chambers at City 
Hall in Rochelle, Illinois. 
A PRE-BID MEETING 
will be held Friday, April 
28, 2023, at 10:00 a.m., 
at the Rochelle Fire De-
partment, 401 Fifth Av-
enue, Rochelle, Illinois, 
61068.  
ANY OBJECTIONS, 
QUESTIONS ORCOM-
MENTS on the Bid 
Documents shall be 
submitted via email 
to the Architect, on or 
before, 12:00 p.m. on 
Monday, May 15, 2023. 
If deemed necessary, an 
addendum will be dis-
tributed to all prospec-
tive bidders at least two 
(2) business days prior 
to the bid opening date. 
The decisions of the 
City shall be final. 
THE CITY OF RO-
CHELLE is an equal op-
portunity employer. All 
contracts for construc-
tion of Public Works are 
subject to the Illinois 
Prevailing Wage Act 
(820 ILCS 130/1-12). 
A CONTRACT may be 
awarded to the low-
est responsible bidder 
whose bid is found to be 
in the interest of the City 
of Rochelle. The City of 
Rochelle reserves the 
right to accept or reject 
any and all proposals 
and to waive any infor-
malities or irregularities 
in the bidding. The City 
further reserves the right 
to review and study any 
proposal and to make 
contract award within 
forty-five (45) days af-
ter the bids have been 
opened. 
A Hold Harmless Agree-
ment and a Non-Collu-
sion Affidavit of Compli-
ance must be submitted 
with the bid. The City of 
Rochelle does not dis-
criminate on the basis 
of handicapped status 
in the admission or ac-
cess to, or treatment or 
employment in, its pro-
grams or activities. 
Each BID must be ac-
companied by a BID 
BOND payable to the 
CITY OF ROCHELLE. 
The City of Rochelle will 
decide within 45 days 
if it intends to proceed 
with the project and 
award the contract. Writ-
ten Notice of Award and 
instructions for the exe-
cution of the Agreement 
will be issued to the Se-
lected Bidder. The BID 
BOND of all BIDDERS 
will be retained until the 
agreement has been 
executed and approved, 
after which all BID 
BONDS will be returned. 
A certified cashier’s 
check may be used in 
lieu of a BID BOND. 
A Performance Bond 
and Labor and Material 
Payment Bond is re-
quired in the amount of 
100% of the contract. 

ARCHITECT IS:  HAG-
NEY ARCHITECS, LLC, 
4615 East State Street, 
Suite 206, Rockford, Illi-
nois 61108. 
Specifications and Plans 
may be obtained after 
4:00 pm, Tuesday, April 
25, 2023, by Contacting 
DG Printing of Rockford, 
815-961-0000. 
No. 0439
(April 26, 2023)

101  101  
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113  113  
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119  119  
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

127  127  
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

FURMAN’S Lawn 
Care and Tree Work. 
Mowing, bushes, spring 
clean up, weeding 
and much more. Call 
Jeremy Furman 815-
761-9619. Please leave 
a message will return 
call ASAP. Fully insured, 
in business since 1999. 
Servicing Rochelle and 
surrounding areas.

CUSTOM Construction 
Systems. Residential/
Commercial Roofing. 
Shingles/Metal/Flat. 
815-871-7835. (05-24-
23)

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
its care.

301  301  
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 

Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

305 305 
GARAGE SALESGARAGE SALES

EARLVILLE TOWN-
WIDE SALES, April 
28 and 29 8am-
3pm. Collectibles, 
sports items, Military, 
Household, Furniture 
and Novelty Items.(04-
26-23)

E S TAT E / G A R A G E 
SALE, Friday 4/28 - 
Saturday 4/29, 8AM to 
3PM, 7 Orchard Lane, 
Mt. Morris. Furniture, 
Tools, Antiques, 
Household items, Cash 
Only. Rain or Shine. 
(04-26-23)

307  307  
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 815-
562-4171 (8AM-NOON 
ONLY) Rochelle News 
Leader.  

100+ ROMANCE 
Novels. $20 for all. Call 
Joyce 815-456-2839. 
(04-26-23)

405  405  
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which is 
in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby 
informed that dwellings 
advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity 
basis.

509  509  
HOUSES FOR RENTHOUSES FOR RENT

3 BEDROOMS with 
garage. Franklin Grove 
area. No pets. 815-456-
2453. (05-03-2023)

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALEMISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-262-3900

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW, USED  
SCRATCH & DENT

• Refrigerators • Freezers 
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

04092023
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From page 1

Rochelle totaled 11 hits 
on Friday, with four players 
recording multi-hit games.

Sandwich
The Rochelle Lady Hub 

varsity softball team con-
cluded its home-and-home 
series against Sandwich on 
Monday, falling 11-0 on 
the road. Junior Macy Bel-
monte singled for the Lady 
Hubs (4-10, 2-6 Interstate 
8) in the top of the third in-
ning for the team’s lone hit. 
Rochelle will host Morris 

on Wednesday to conclude 
another Interstate 8 Confer-
ence series.

Sandwich took 
a 3-0 lead in the 
bottom of the first 
inning, where Al-
lison Olson’s RBI 
groundout sparked 
a three-run surge that 
included a two-run single 
from Johanna Freemon. 
Olson added a second RBI 
groundout in the bottom of 
the second inning, where a 
two-run triple from Breanna 
Sexton fueled another three-
run rally that put the Indians 

ahead of the Lady Hubs 6-0.
Sandwich went ahead 

10-0 in the bottom of the 
third inning, scor-
ing four runs on an 
RBI single from Lily 
Geitz and a three-run 
homer from Sexton. 
Aubrey Cyr belted 
a solo home run for 

the Indians in the bottom of 
the fourth inning to seal the 
Sandwich victory. 

Junior Ella Alfano drew 
a walk and senior Layla 
Pelan reached on a dropped 
third stirke in the loss to the 
Indians.

SPORTS

(PHOTOS BY RUSSELL HODGES)

SOFTBALL: Lady Hubs suffer 
shutout loss against Sandwich

Senior Morgan Smardo (right) struck out 16 batters for the Rochelle Lady Hub 
varsity softball team on Friday. Senior Layla Pelan (left) hit a single to help spark 
a six-run rally in the sixth inning that gave the Lady Hubs a big lead.

BASEBALL: Hubs fall 
against Kaneland on Monday
From page 1

Burnette walked and 
scored on a Sycamore er-
ror for one Rochelle run in 
the top of the third inning. 
Townsend singlehandedly 
sealed the Spartan victory 
in the finale, doubling and 
scoring on a wild pitch in 
the bottom of the third 
inning before smashing a 
two-run homer, his second 
of the game, in the bot-
tom of the fourth inning. 
Rochelle totaled six hits 
and five walks on offense.

Kaneland
The Rochelle Hub var-

sity baseball team was 
held to four hits on Mon-
day, when the purple 

and white opened their 
Interstate 8 Conference 
home-and-home series 
against Kaneland with a 
5-1 loss. Rochelle (6-11, 
3-6 Interstate 8) will host 
the Knights on Wednesday.

Junior Brock Metzger 
fired a complete game for 
the Hubs, throwing six in-
nings with two strikeouts 
while allowing seven hits 
and five earned runs. Kane-
land’s Johnny Spallasso 
smacked an RBI double 
and scored on a wild pitch 
in the bottom of the first 
inning to put the Knights 
ahead 2-0. Rochelle cut the 
Kaneland lead in half after 
Metzger reached on a lead-
off single and scored on 
senior Bradley Cooney’s 

RBI groundout in the top 
of the fourth inning. 

Kaneland took a 3-1 
lead after Zach Konrad’s 
sacrifice fly scored Gabe 
Gooch in the bottom of 
the fourth inning. The 
Knights added two runs 
in the bottom of the fifth 
inning, where Parker Vio-
lett singled and scored on 
an error before Anthony 
Campise’s two-out RBI 
single allowed Patrick Col-
lins to come home. 

Sophomore Brandyn 
Metzger went 1-for-3 with 
a double, while senior 
Garrett Gensler singled 
and reached base twice for 
the Rochelle offense in the 
loss against the Knights on 
Monday. 

RTHS Girls Soccer

Lady Hubs handed two 
straight shutout losses
BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

MAPLE PARK — The 
Rochelle Lady Hub varsity 
soccer team suffered its 
second straight shutout loss 
on Monday, falling 10-0 
against Kaneland in Inter-
state 8 Conference play. 
Rochelle (4-7, 2-2 Interstate 
8) will host Morris and 
LaSalle-Peru on Thursday 
and Friday at 4:30 p.m.

The Knight defense held 
Rochelle to only one shot 
on goal in Monday’s match. 
Kaneland, meanwhile, com-
piled 30 shots and 25 shots 
on goal. Freshman Deissy 
Torres recorded 14 saves 
for the Lady Hubs, who 
trailed 3-0 after Kaneland 

scored goals in the fifth, 
sixth and eighth minutes. 
The Knights surged ahead 
7-0 with goals in the 12th, 
14th, 15th and 17th minutes. 
Kaneland iced its win with 
goals during the 25th, 26th 
and 39th minutes of play.

UTHS
The Rochelle Lady Hub 

varsity soccer team hosted 
United Township on Thurs-
day, April 13, conceding a 
7-0 shutout in nonconfer-
ence action. Rochelle (4-6, 
2-1 Interstate 8) totaled 
eight shots and five shots 
on goal in the match, while 
junior Danica Ward finished 
with seven saves.

United Township fin-
ished with 23 shots and 14 

shots on goal in the match. 
The Panthers took the early 
lead, scoring goals during 
the sixth and eighth minutes 
to maintain a 2-0 advantage. 
Rochelle fell behind further 
midway through the first 
half, with United Township 
adding goals in the 18th 
and 23rd minutes to earn 
a 4-0 halftime advantage. 
The Panthers scored three 
second-half goals in the 
43rd, 50th and 77th minutes 
to clinch the victory.

Sophomores Makayla 
Lara and Emma Kennay 
combined for seven shots 
and four shots on goal for 
the Lady Hub offense on 
Thursday. Sophomore Betty 
Flores added one shot on 
goal.


