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WEST AFRICA — A 
children’s home in Sierra 
Leone, Africa named in the 
honor of a late former Cres-
ton resident was completed 
in recent years. 

Bonnie Rae Edwards 
Seigel grew up in Creston 
and attended Rochelle 
Township High School. 
She passed away in 2015. 
Seigel’s daughter, Katja 
Starkey, founded Touch 
the Nations, a foundation 
that does missionary work 
in Africa, in 2004. Touch 
the Nations owns multiple 
children’s homes in West 
Africa, including the Bon-
nie Memorial Children’s 
Home in Sierra Leone, 
which had its initial con-
struction funds come from 
memorial donations from 
Seigel’s funeral in 2015.

“This is where it all start-
ed,” Starkey said. “People 
from the area have given 
over the years. It’s chang-
ing lives. People from the 

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — One 
of the casualties of the 
March 31 storm that hit 
the area was a 100-year-
old tree at Memorial Park 
honoring those that died 
serving their country in 
World War I, Flagg Town-
ship Museum Historian 
Tom McDermott said. 

The tree was uprooted 
completely and was found 
the morning of April 1. 
Near the upturned roots, 
the plaque commemo-
rating it that reads “This 
tree planted in memory of 
Rochelle World War dead” 
still stood. 

Upon hearing of the 
loss of the tree, McDer-
mott and his granddaugh-
ter, Kathryn Challand, 
went to inspect it and took 
pictures and notes for the 
museum. Upon his return 
home, the historian looked 
into the tree’s history. He 
spoke to the News-Leader 
on April 6 about what he 
found.

Back in 1922, the Ro-
chelle Woman’s Club had 
a desire to have a park in 
Rochelle. The fairgrounds 
was a place for community 
recreation beforehand, but 
closed down in 1902 when 
the Vassar Swiss Under-
wear Company bought 
part of the land to build 
their wool works, which 
later became Caron Spin-
ning. 

Without a park in town, 
Laura Fessler led a charge 
to have one in Rochelle. 
After her passing, the Ro-
chelle Woman’s Club kept 
up the effort and bought 
what would eventually be-
come Memorial Park from 

Frank Benson of Dixon for 
$1,000 in 1922. The land 
was then donated to the 
city. Rochelle didn’t have 
a park district until 1966.

Initially, the area was 
called Oak Park, and it 
even had an arch with its 
name, similar to the arch 
in the park now that later 
replaced it. 

On July 12, 1923, a 
gifting party was held for 
the donation of the park 
to the city, including a 
band, hot dogs and base-
ball games. As part of that 
day, American Legion 
Post 403, led by George 
O’Brien, donated the tree 
in question.

“It was a big party,” 
McDermott said. “As 
part of that overall party, 
they changed the name to 
Memorial Park and it was 
to honor the veterans of 
World War I. They put a 
plaque in and planted the 
tree, which is a fir tree of 
some kind. That would 
have been in 1923. The 
beautiful thing is, it was 
exactly 100 years ago this 
year.”

According to a list 
provided by McDermott, 
the tree honored those 
that gave their lives in 
WWI from Rochelle or the 
immediate area including: 
Walter Tigan, William 
Patton, Willis Storer, Pat 
Manning, William Rupe, 
Maine Groen, Glen Jaquet, 
Harry Strawbridge, Frank 
Pool, William Sherwood, 
William Holmes, Leo 
Sherlock, William Wolf, 
Jay Carpenter, Werne 
Lamont, Harold Alcock, 
Charles Grunstad and John 
Moore.

See TREE page 8

Storm knocks down 
100-year-old tree at 
Memorial Park

One of the casualties of the March 31 storm was a 
100-year-old tree at Memorial Park honoring those 
that died serving their country in World War I.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Late former Creston resident 
honored by completion of 
children’s home in Africa

‘She didn’t get to see it finished, but 
it’s happening in her name’

Pictured from left to right: Katja Starkey, founder and 
director of Touch the Nations; Miriama Menyongar, 
wife of Pastor Samuel Menyongar and Bonnie Rae 
Edwards Seigel, former secretary of Touch the 
Nations.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Creston and Rochelle areas 
have been part of it. These 
children lost their families 
to Ebola and flooding and 
this is helping them. There’s 
three levels to it now and a 
school next door. The kids 
have safety. The facility is 
now completed and was 
finished in 2021. In 2022, 
a wall was built around it to 
keep them safe. My family 
will be going there at the 
end of this school year and 
we have donations we’ll be 

taking.”
Starkey first visited 

Sierra Leone and other 
countries in Africa in 1999. 
She first purchased a chil-
dren’s home in Burundi 
and bought more, including 
two in Sierra Leone. Seigel 
spent the later years of her 
life helping her daughter 
with Touch the Nations 
work and visited Africa 
herself. 

See HOME page 8

BY JEFF HELFRICH
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ROCHELLE — At 
its meeting Monday, the 
Rochelle City Council 
unanimously approved 
an ordinance authoriz-
ing City Manager Jeff 
Fiegenschuh to execute 
a tax increment financing 
(TIF) agreement between 
the city and Nextgen 
Ventures Rochelle, LLC 
for the development of 
Breakthru Beverage’s 
new location at Illinois 
Route 251 and Flagg 
Road.

Nextgen Ventures Ro-
chelle, LLC requested 
a TIF redevelopment 
agreement with the city 
to close “their potential 
funding gap” and to assist 
with property redevelop-
ment including, but not 
limited to, a new loading 
dock on the south side 
of the facility, site/infra-
structure improvements 
and façade and landscap-
ing improvements.

The agreement ap-
proved Monday consists 
of Nextgen Ventures 
Rochelle, LLC seek-
ing reimbursement of 
$700,000 of $1.7 million 
of TIF-eligible expenses 
and 85 percent of the 
increment created by the 

TIF agreement approved
Rochelle City Council meets Monday

The Rochelle City Council unanimously approved an 
ordinance to execute a tax increment financing (TIF) 
agreement between the city and Nextgen Ventures 
Rochelle, LLC for the development of Breakthru 
Beverage’s new location.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

site redevelopment. The 
city will make payments 
by Dec. 31 of each year, 
beginning Dec. 31, 2024. 
The developer will have 
to show proof the property 
tax bill is paid in full and 
provide paid receipts for 
all TIF-eligible expenses. 
At this time, the developer 
will only be utilizing the 
access off Flagg Road 
and Illinois Route 251, 
so no improvements to 
8th Street will be needed.

“We’ve been meet-
ing with them now for 
several months and we 
came up with a proposal 
that I think works well 
for the developer and 
the city,” Fiegenschuh 
said. “It’s not going to 
develop a lot of sales tax 
at this point, but this is 
why we set the TIF up, 

to redevelop blighted 
properties. The increment 
that they’re receiving is 
increment that they cre-
ate. They’re generating 
the increment through 
the redevelopment of the 
parcel. They’re already 
generating increment 
just by the purchase of 
the property. I think it’s 
a good project and it’s 
doing what we want, 
which is redevelopment 
of a blighted property.”

Don Vitek, a represen-
tative of the development 
group, said Breakthru 
Beverage hopes to finish 
enough work to open by 
July and plans to finish 
improvements complete-
ly by September or Octo-
ber of this year.

See CITY page 5
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Summer is the perfect opportunity to catch up on  
or advance your education at Kishwaukee College. 

 ◆ Save money
 ◆ Easily transfer credits 
 ◆ Attend online, in-person, hybrid or flex
 ◆ Graduate in less time

Invest in your future.  
Invest in yourself.

Visit kish.edu/summer

Give yourself some  
credit this Summer.

Kish can help you create the life you want.

ROCHELLE — Ro-
chelle Daughters of the 
American Revolution 
Chapter Regent Laurie Per-
ry and Vice Regent Debby 
Katzman attended recent-
ly-retired Rochelle Police 
Chief Eric Higby’s April 4 

retirement open house and 
took that opportunity to 
show the chapter’s respect 
and appreciation for Chief 
Higby’s service in public 

safety by presenting the 
chapter’s first DAR Dis-
tinguished Citizen Medal. 

Regent Perry expressed 
her pleasure in presenting 
the award and remarked 
that Chief Higby is the first 
recipient of a Distinguished 
Citizen award to be nomi-
nated by Rochelle Chapter, 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution.

The DAR Distinguished 

Citizen Medal is autho-
rized under the National 
Society’s National Defense 
Committee, upon approval 
by the state chairman, to 
honor traits such as honor, 
service, courage, leader-
ship and patriotism; and 
may be awarded to citizens 
who have contributed to 
the defense, security or 
freedom in an exceptional 
manner.

Higby presented with Distinguished 
Citizen Award by Rochelle DAR

Rochelle Daughters of the American Revolution Chapter Regent Laurie Perry and 
Vice Regent Debby Katzman attended recently-retired Rochelle Police Chief Eric 
Higby’s April 4 retirement open house and took that opportunity to show the 
chapter’s respect and appreciation for Chief Higby’s service in public safety by 
presenting the chapter’s first DAR Distinguished Citizen Medal. 

(COURTESY PHOTO)

FORRESTON — For 
its program for Monday 
April 17 at 7 p.m., Country 
Crossroads Quilt Guild will 
host Rhonda Streich from 
Sassy Farm Chicks Quilt 
Company in Orfordville, 
Wisconsin, who will pres-
ent a trunk show. Rhonda 
will also be presenting a 
workshop for the members, 
starting at 10 a.m., teaching 
a fabric strip technique to 
create a Mariner’s Com-
pass.

Also save the date of 
May 15. We have a very 
special musical entertain-

ment program planned 
featuring Lil Rev (Marc 
Revenson) - a heart-warm-
ing, one-man show that 
weaves a unique tapestry 
of songs, stories, poems and 
quilting lore. He dedicates 
his program to the millions 
of quilters whose gifts of 
patience have kept the 
world warm in the thick of 
winter, brought a piece of 
home to the thick of war, 
and showered daily lives 
with a love that is unique 
to all who strive to let their 
stitches tell the story. You 
won’t want to miss this fun 

evening.
Guild meetings are held 

at the Forreston Grove 
Church, 7246 Freeport 
Road; Forreston, the third 
Monday of each month at 
7 p.m. with ample time to 
meet and greet members 
before the meeting. Visitors 
are very much welcome; 
for visitors there is a fee 
of $5 at the door. For more 
information call Program 
Committee Chairs Dawn 
Vehmeier 815-291-4592 or 
Ann Tully 815-238-2218, 
or Guild President Shelly 
Holverson 815-297-2381.

Country Crossroads Quilt 
Guild to host April 17 program

MALTA — The Kish-
waukee College Board of 
Trustees voted unanimous-
ly to maintain the college’s 
current tuition rate of $147 
per credit hour for the 2023-
2024 academic year. This is 
the third year in a row of no 
tuition increase.

“Kishwaukee College 
prides itself on keeping 
tuition as affordable as 
possible for its students,” 
Bob Johnson, chair of the 
Kishwaukee College Board 

of Trustees, said. “We are 
proud to be increasing the 
programs and services of-
fered to support the chang-
ing needs of students and 
our communities with no 
tuition increase again next 
year.”

Several factors have 
allowed the college to 
maintain the same tuition 
rate, including increased 
enrollment, increased prop-
erty tax revenue from local 
economic development and 

fiscal responsibility.
“Kish continues to focus 

on the needs of our students 
by providing equitable, 
student-centered education. 
We are fortunate to have the 
resources to support our stu-
dents and fulfill our purpose 
of helping them create the 
life they want,” Dr. Laurie 
Borowicz, president of 
Kishwaukee College, said. 

For more information 
on Kishwaukee College, 
please visit kish.edu.

Kishwaukee College keeps tuition 
rates flat for third straight year

Kishwaukee College students will not see a tuition rate increase for the 2023-2024 
academic year. The College’s Board of Trustees voted to maintain the current 
tuition rate for a third straight year.

(COURTESY PHOTO)
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Serving Rochelle’s Favorite Chicken
   for over 40 years!
By the Snack–Dinner–Bucket!
Enjoy 16 flavors of ice 

cream, soft serve, 
splits, sundaes, cones, 
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See us on Facebook for daily specials!
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Italian Beef, Seafood, Sandwiches, 
Sausages, Shrimp, Homemade Soups
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and Tater Tots
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MALTA — The Kish-
waukee College Founda-
tion awarded $123,461 
in program enhancement 
funds to Kishwaukee 
College departments for 
the 2022-2023 academ-
ic year. The Foundation 
has a variety of program 
enhancement funds es-
tablished by the generos-
ity of donors for specific 
purposes. Funds support 
various needs, including 
educational support for in-
structors, new equipment, 
and testing services for 
students. 

Faculty and staff share 
that the additional funds 
help departments meet 
their goals, provide neces-
sary resources to students, 
and allow programs to 
remain competitive in the 
local community.

The following program 
enhancement funds have 
been awarded this year:

Evelina Jose Cichy 
Fund

Evelina Cichy started 
this fund in honor of her 
many years of service to 
Kishwaukee College. The 
fund is used to help pay 
for fees associated with 
the Illinois High School 
Diploma test.

John & Barbara Dant 
Memorial Fund

The fund provides fi-
nancial support for the 
needs of the Math or En-
glish departments. This 
year, the fund has been 
used to purchase Math 
corequisite course mate-
rials and fund outstanding 
student awards for English.  

First Midwest Bank 
(former NB&T) BID 

Class
This fund was instituted 

to provide support to area 
nonprofit organizations. 
The College works with 
the DeKalb County Non-
profit Partnership to use 
training resources at no 
cost. 

Jobe-Lewis Fund
Suzanne K. Lewis es-

tablished this fund to 
honor her mother, Doris 
V. Lewis, who obtained a 
nursing degree. Suzanne 
wished to honor her mother 
by helping support others 
who chose the nursing 
field. This year, the fund 
provided support for the 
nursing program’s “Hear-
ing Voices” simulation lab.

Jenkins Presidential 
Endowment

The fund provides sup-
port to Phi Theta Kappa 
(PTK) Honor Society to 
further enhance its activ-
ities.

Yvonne A. Johnson 
Endowment for Commu-
nity Education

This fund is used for 
programmatic needs for 
the Fine Arts, Commu-
nications, Science, and 
Horticulture programs. 
This year, the funds sup-
ported the purchase of an 
automated seeding and 
environmental scanner for 
the Horticulture program. 

KishHealth System 
Endowment

This fund is provided 
to underwrite the cost of 
health field instructors.

Leifheit Literacy En-
dowment

The Leifheit Literacy 
Endowment supports the 
adult and family literacy 

Kishwaukee College Foundation program enhancements 
continue to serve as valuable resources for students

programs at Kishwaukee 
College.

Library Endowment 
Fund

This fund was started to 
support the operations of 
the Kishwaukee College 
Library. This year, the 
funding helped update the 
nursing book collection.

Lifelong Learning 
Endowment

Honoring the retirement 
of Judy Krajewski, former 
Dean of Community Ed-
ucation & Services, this 
fund was established to 
ensure a legacy of life-
long learning for future 
generations by increas-

ing access to community 
education opportunities 
through scholarships in 
non-credit courses.

Matteson Horticul-
ture Fund

The fund is used to 
support the programmatic 
needs of the Horticulture 
Department. This year, 
funds helped purchase 
an automated seeding 
machine.

Terry & Sherrie Mar-
tin Health & Science 
Endowment

The fund was born out 
of a deep commitment 
to education and strong 
faith in the values of 

Kishwaukee College. The 
endowment supports pro-
gram enhancements for the 
Allied Health or Science 
programs. This year, the 
endowment supported the 
Nursing Program ACEN 
accreditation process and 
the purchase of science 
lab kits for students taking 
online courses. 

Terry & Sherrie Mar-
tin PTK Endowment

The endowment sup-
ports the Phi Theta Kappa 
(PTK) Hallmark Award, 
which is a student schol-
arship. Terry Martin was 
a long-time advisor of the 
College’s PTK chapter.

Robert L. “Smitty” 
Smith Assistantship

The assistantship fund 
was established to honor 
Robert L. Smith, a highly 
regarded faculty member 
in the science department 
during Kishwaukee Col-
lege’s early years from 
1968 to 1975. The fund 
supports two student as-
sistantships in science 
departments.

 For more information 
on Program Enhance-
ments, contact the Kish-
waukee College Founda-
tion at 815-825-9803 or 
visit kish.edu/foundation-
funds.

Kishwaukee College students utilize microscopes during a science class. The Kishwaukee College Foundation 
provided funds for program enhancements during the 2022-2023 school year, including new equipment, 
instructional support and additional student resources.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

MALTA — Lydia My-
ers, a Kishwaukee College 
alumna and Phi Theta 
Kappa (PTK) member, has 
been named a 2023 Co-
ca-Cola Academic Team 
Silver Scholar and will 
receive a $1,250 schol-
arship.

The Coca-Cola Schol-
ars Foundation celebrates 
visionary leaders in PTK 
and sponsors the Co-
ca-Cola Academic Team 
program by recognizing 
50 Gold, 50 Silver, and 
50 Bronze Scholars with 
nearly $200,000 in schol-
arships annually. Each 
scholar also receives a 
commemorative medal-
lion.

Students are nominated 
by their college adminis-
trators. Selection is based 
on academic achieve-
ment, leadership and en-
gagement in college and 
community service. As a 
regular volunteer, Myers 
has a lengthy resume of 

community service and 
leadership work.

“Throughout my years 
in school, I have taken ev-
ery opportunity to get in-
volved and serve,” Myers 
said. “Serving has opened 
my heart, and I consider it 
a proud accomplishment.”

Myers has performed 
hundreds of hours of 
service through Lions 
Club International, Feed 
My Starving Children, 
National Honor Society 
and local churches. She 
also served as president of 
Outdoor Adventure Club 
and Students Against Dis-
tracted Driving, where she 
gained valuable leadership 
experience. Most recently, 
Myers worked with the 
regional food pantry Faith 
Acres Foundation, helping 
reduce food waste and 
meet basic nutrition needs.

Myers completed her 
associate in arts degree 
with an emphasis in busi-
ness and graduated from 

Kish with honors in fall 
2022. She has transferred 
to the University of Col-
orado-Boulder to attain 
a bachelor’s degree in 
business. Myers credits 
Kish for providing her 
with the opportunities to 
pursue her goals.

“Kishwaukee College 
was my key to a brighter 
future,” Myers said. “It 
gave me the opportunity 
to start my college degree 
a year early at age 17. 
Through this, Kish opened 
many doors for my future.”

Coca-Cola Academ-
ic Team members will 
be honored in local and 
statewide ceremonies and 
recognized internationally 
during Phi Theta Kappa’s 
annual convention, PTK 
Catalyst, in Columbus, 
Ohio, April 2022.

“The Coca-Cola Schol-
ars Foundation has a 
long history of providing 
financial assistance to 
outstanding students at 

community colleges,” 
Jane Hale Hopkins, pres-
ident of the Coca-Cola 
Scholars Foundation, said. 
“We are proud to partner 
with Phi Theta Kappa to 
make it possible for more 
deserving students to 
achieve their educational 
goals and support tomor-
row’s leaders of the global 
community.”

Each year, the Co-
ca-Cola Scholars Foun-
dation awards over $3.55 
million in scholarships for 
more than 1,400 college 
students. The Phi The-
ta Kappa honor society 
recognizes the academic 
achievement of students at 
associate degree-granting 
colleges. PTK has more 
than 3.8 million members 
and nearly 1,300 chap-
ters in 11 countries, with 
approximately 240,000 
active members.

“We thank the Co-
ca-Cola Scholars Founda-
tion for recognizing these 

Kish alumna Myers named Coca-Cola Academic Team Silver Scholar
student leaders and for 
investing in their futures,” 
Dr. Lynn Tincher-Ladner, 
president and CEO of 
Phi Theta Kappa, said. 
“Scholarships like these 
are integral to the success 
of these students in reach-
ing their educational and 
career goals.”

To learn more about 
PTK at Kishwaukee Col-
lege, visit kish.edu. Lydia Myers
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OREGON — On April 
7 at 4:44 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop in 
the 6,000 block of South 
Illinois Route 2. As a 
result, Tabatha L. Mc-
Laughlin, 47, of Oregon 
was arrested for aggravat-
ed driving while license 
revoked. McLaughlin 
was additionally charged 
with driving while license 
revoked, possession of 
drug paraphernalia and 
unlawful possession of a 
hypodermic syringe. Mc-
Laughlin was transported 
to the Ogle County Jail 
pending an appearance 
before a judge.

On April 8 at 2:29 p.m. 
deputies conducted a traf-
fic stop in the 8,600 block 
of North Illinois Route 
2. As a result, Jenny M. 
Clark, 34, of Rockford 
was arrested for driving 
while license expired 
(more than one year). 
Clark was additionally 
cited for operating an un-
insured motor vehicle and 
operating a motor vehicle 
with suspended registra-
tion. Clark was released 
on an I-Bond with a court 
date to appear.

On April 8 at 9:21 
p.m. deputies conducted 
a traffic stop at Fisher 
Road and Lincoln Lane 
in Rochelle. After a brief 
investigation, deputies ar-
rested Jose Hernandez, 55, 
of Rochelle, for driving 
while license suspended. 
Hernandez was released 
on a $2,500 individual 
bond with a return court 
date.

On April 8 at approxi-
mately 9:17 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop 
in the 100 block of West 
Hitt Street in Mt. Morris. 
After an investigation, 
Amy M Welsh, 44, of 
Dixon was placed under 
arrest for possession of 
a controlled substance 

(cocaine), possession of 
controlled substance (al-
prazolam), possession 
of controlled substance 
(amphetamine/dextro-
amphetamine), driving 
while license suspended, 
improper cannabis con-
tainer as a driver and an 
active warrant for failure 
to appear for driving while 
license suspended. Welsh 
was additionally cited for 
operating a vehicle with 
suspended registration 
and operating an unin-
sured vehicle. Welsh was 
transported to the Ogle 
County Jail pending an 
appearance before a judge.

On April 9 at approx-
imately 7 a.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop 
within the 3,000 block 
of North Illinois Route 
251. After a brief inves-
tigation, deputies placed 
Jameireona Sams, 18, of 
Rockford under arrest for 
no valid driver’s license. 
Sams was additionally 
cited for speeding. Sams 
was released from the 
scene on an I-Bond, with 
a future court date. 

On April 10 at approxi-
mately 7:46 a.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop 
near the intersection of 
East Blackhawk Drive 
and Kysor Drive. After 
investigation, deputies 
placed Jose Baltazar, 45, 
of Rockford, under arrest 
for driving while license 
suspended. Baltazar was 
additionally issued a ci-
tation for operating an 
uninsured vehicle. Balt-
azar was released on an 
I-Bond at the scene and 
given a future court date.

On April 10 at approx-
imately 11:05 p.m. dep-
uties conducted a traffic 
stop at Mud Creek Road 
and Moose Drive in Mt. 
Morris. After an investi-
gation, deputies arrested 
Summer M. Lemke, 20, of 

Mt. Morris, for an active 
Winnebago County arrest 
warrant. Lemke was tak-
en into custody without 
incident and transported 
to the Ogle County Jail, 
where she was held in 
lieu of bond. Lemke was 
additionally cited for 
speeding, operating an 
uninsured motor vehicle 
and failure to notify of 
address change. 

On April 10 at ap-
proximately 10:03 p.m. 
deputies conducted a 
traffic stop on East Illinois 
Route 72 near Interstate 
39. After an investiga-
tion, deputies arrested 
Christian McPherson, 29, 
of DeKalb, for driving 
while license suspended. 
McPherson was issued ad-
ditional citations for oper-
ating an uninsured motor 
vehicle and an equipment 
violation. McPherson was 
given an I-Bond with a 
return court date later 
next month and released 
on scene. 

On April 10 at approxi-
mately 2:21 p.m. deputies 
conduced a traffic stop in 
the 6,000 block of North 
Freeport road. After a brief 
investigation, Mauricio 
Sanchez-Barrera, 29, of 
Freeport, was arrested 
for no valid driver’s li-
cense. Sanchez-Barre-
ra was also cited for 
speeding and operating 
an uninsured motor vehi-
cle. Sanchez-Barrera was 
released on an I-Bond. 

All individuals are 
considered innocent until 
proven guilty.

Ogle County Sheriff’s Department

Deputies conduct traffic stops

DEKALB — John 
Deere was founded in 
1837 with the invention 
of the steel plow, which 
revolutionized agricul-
ture. At the next NIU 
STEM Café, learn how 
the agricultural revo-
lution has gone digital 
with technologies such 
as GPS, yield monitors 
and cloud-based data 
management.

The STEM Café will 
take place at Fatty’s 
Pub and Grille (1312 
W. Lincoln Highway, 
DeKalb) on April 12 at 
6:30 p.m. It is free and 
open to the public with 
food and drink available 
for purchase from Fatty’s. 
Registration and more 
information at go.niu.
edu/stemcafe. 

At the STEM Café, 
two Northern Illinois 

NIU STEM Café explores how digital 
technology is transforming agriculture

University alumni will 
discuss their work at 
John Deere helping to 
reshape the way farmers 
work. They’ll share how 
new technologies, such 
as autonomous tractors, 
weed-targeting comput-
ers and precision fer-
tilizer applicators, are 
helping farmers get better 
results while using fewer 
chemicals.

Carollyn Gehrke, a 
John Deere product man-

ager for the AOM Dy-
namic Portfolio, will 
discuss the development 
of digital agricultural 
products and share the 
decision-making process 
her team follows when 
choosing which new dig-
ital products to invest in.

Ryan Pritchard, John 
Deere engineering man-
ager for ISG Operations, 
Reliability and Enable-
ment, will talk about 
some of the company’s 
new technology-enabled 
products, including the 
Autonomous 8R Trac-
tor, See & SprayTM and 
ExactShotTM.

Pritchard says that as 
the global population 
increases, farmers need 
to produce more crops 
with fewer resources – 

and they want to do this 
in a way that’s sustain-
able environmentally 
and economically.

“There are many chal-
lenges facing farmers 
today,” Pritchard said. 
“And technology will be 
the key to helping them 
meet these challenges and 
be more productive, prof-
itable and sustainable.”

NIU STEM Cafés are 
part of NIU STEAM and 
are designed to increase 
public awareness of the 
critical role that STEM 
fields play in our ev-
eryday lives. They are 
offered in partnership 
with the NIU Alumni 
Association and made 
possible with support 
from Thermo Fisher Sci-
entific and Bayer Fund.

Rochelle Police Department

ROCHELLE — On 
April 7 at 6:23 p.m. 
Steven K. Baldwin, 59, 
of Rochelle was arrested 
on an outstanding Ogle 
County warrant and trans-
ferred.

On April 7 at 9:55 p.m. 
Antonio Tapia-Martinez, 
32, of Gilman was ar-
rested on an outstanding 
Boone County warrant 
and for driving while 
license suspended and 
cited for no insurance, 
operating a motor ve-
hicle with suspended 
registration and illegal 
transportation of alcohol 
and transferred. 

On April 8 at 9:53 a.m. 
Deericka Blackmon-Mar-
tin, 22, of Joliet was cited 
for speeding 51 miles per 
hour in a 30-miles per 
hour zone. She signed a 
promise to comply and 
was given a May 12 Ro-
chelle court date.

On April 8 at 2:03 p.m. 
16-year-old female juve-
nile of Rochelle was cited 

for speeding 79 miles per 
hour in a 55-miles per 
hour zone. She signed a 
promise to comply and 
was given a May 12 Ro-
chelle court date.

On April 8 at 1:14 
p.m. Joseph F. Keller, 
59, of Ashton was cited 
for speeding 76 miles per 
hour in a 55-miles per 
hour zone. He signed a 
promise to comply and 
was given a May 12 Ro-
chelle court date.

On April 8 at 8:53 p.m. 
Justin D. Cockrell, 34, 
of Rochelle was arrested 
on an outstanding Ogle 
County warrant and cited 
for illegal transportation 
of alcohol as a passenger. 
He paid $500 and was re-
leased with a May 3 Ogle 
County court date. In the 
same incident, Carol A. 
Cockrell, 57, of Rochelle 
was arrested for driving 
under the influence and 
cited for illegal trans-
portation of alcohol. She 
was released on an I-Bond 

with a May 12 Rochelle 
court date.

On April 9 at 1:52 a.m. 
Julio C. Ramos, 21, of Ro-
chelle was arrested on an 
outstanding Ogle County 
warrant for driving while 
license suspended. He 
paid $100 and was re-
leased with an April 28 
Ogle County court date.

On April 11 at 1:58 
a.m. Paul A. Garner, 36, 
of Rochelle was arrested 
for driving under the in-
fluence. He was released 
on an I-Bond with a May 
12 Rochelle court date.

All individuals are 
considered innocent until 
proven guilty.

Officers make several arrests

ROCK ISLAND — 
Leslie Bandera, a bio-
chemistry major of Oregon, 
was one of 11 Augustana 
College juniors selected for 
the Texas Medical Center 
Summer Research Intern-
ship Program.

The selected students 
will take part in the paid, 
full-time, 10-week experi-
ence at the Texas Medical 
Center in Houston this 
summer.

The Texas Medical Cen-
ter has 10 million patients 
per year and performs over 
180,000 surgeries annually. 
It is home to the world’s 
largest children’s hospital 
and largest cancer hospital, 
and it is the eighth-largest 
business district in the U.S.

It is the largest medical 
complex in the world. In-
ternships are available to 
students in all majors and 
students selected for the 
opportunity can establish 
one-on-one mentoring re-
lationships in a variety of 
areas, including in clinical 
or research medicine, any 
area of allied health, psy-
chology, neuroscience or 
veterinary research. Addi-
tional areas of focus include 
human resources, health 
care economics, medical 
illustration, pastoral care, 
law, finance, health care 
policy and clinical ethics.

Previous Augustana stu-
dents have been placed at 
the University of Texas 
M.D. Anderson Cancer 

Center, one of the world’s 
leading treatment and re-
search centers; Texas Chil-
dren’s Hospital, an inter-
national leader in pediatric 
medicine; as well as Baylor 
College of Medicine, Rice 
University and the Univer-
sity of Texas Health Science 
Center’s prestigious Center 
for Laboratory Animal 
Medicine and Care.

Internship students are 
selected for their curiosity, 
critical thinking, prob-
lem-solving and authentic 
self-reflection. These traits 
are fine-tuned in a series 
of spring, summer and fall 
seminars, with an emphasis 
on community building, 
vocational reflection and 
ethics.

Oregon’s Bandera selected for 
Texas Medical Center internship
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815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct. 

Rochelle IL
We Accept Most 
Insurances and
Patients Without 

Insurance

Mon: 7:30 - 6pm, Wed: 7:30 - 6pm, Thurs: 8 - 1pm, Fri: 7:30 - 4pm
Some Saturday appointments available

11
04

20
20

We are now offering
LIPO MINO MIX injections

Introductory price $25 
Call for an Appointment! 
This lipotropic combination of B12 and 

methionine, an essential amino acid and 
other B vitamins can promote: 

Increase Fat metabolism 
Boost  Energy Level

Reduce appetite 

@unityhospice

CALL UNITY:
(815) 561-8866

915 N. Caron Rd.
Rochelle, IL

• Care provided by the entire hospice 
team: physician, nurse, social worker, 
certified nursing assistant, chaplain, 
dietitian, pharmacist, and volunteers.

• Care is individualized and based on 
the patient’s and family’s goals of 
comfort and quality of life.

• Supplies, equipment and medications.
• Service where the patient resides.
• Specialize in pain & symptom 

management.
• Spiritual enrichment and bereavement 

counseling.
• Ancillary Therapies: Music, Physical/

Occupational, Speech, Massage, Pet, 
etc.

• Ability to provide education to 
caregivers and family members.

• On-call nurse available 24/7.
• Volunteers providing special attention 

and stimulation.
• Assistance with advance directives 

and community support.
• Provide Education to those we  

care for

WHO IS  
UNITY HOSPICE?

07012020

1751 Melugins Grove Rd Steward, IL 60553

dachsies to 
Boarding And Grooming

Trust with a Groomer is 
important - our Groomer has 
over 10 years experience & 

expertise.

PP

ROCHELLE
VETERINARY HOSPITAL

A Full-Service Clinic

www.rochellevet.com
Lobby Hours:
Mon-Fri 8-5
Sat 8-noon

(815) 562-5207
1381 N. 7th St., Rochelle

• Experienced Groomer
• Boarding and Daycare
• Surgical Laser
• X-ray

• Gas Anesthetic
• On-site Laboratory
• Geriatric Care
• Dentistry

Compassionate, quality care  
for your companion.
Dr. Nicole Marquardt  
Dr. Lynn Deets

Space Available
Advertise With Us
 Call Andrew

815-561-
2123

Jinx ______
I’m Jinx and I am ready for action. I am one smart cookie, and I 
love having something to keep me busy. I enjoy work and play of 
all sorts, and I already know a ton of commands. I’m looking for an 
active home with room to run! I enjoyed playing with older kids in my 
previous home, although my exuberant play might be a little much 
for toddlers. Ask to meet me so I can show off my skills!
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:

PET OF 
THE WEEK

Did you Know?
Guinea pigs are very clever and use 11 different 

sounds to communicate.
You might hear them doing the ‘wheek, wheek, 

wheek’ sound.
They make this one when 
they are excited for food 

or want attention.
Then there’s the ‘putt-
putt’ sound which they 

make when they are 
content.

815.758.2457
www.tailshumanesociety.orgwww.tailshumanesociety.org

Call:
Andrew Heiserman 815-561-2123

Christel Ackland 815-561-2153
or

Chris Grimm 815-561-2125

to advertise on the Pet of 
the Week Page!

From page 1

RITC
The council unan-

imously approved a 
change order to the de-
velopment of its Rochelle 
Intermodal Transload 
Center that aims to begin 
operation July 1, bringing 
intermodal services back 
to the city after Global III 
closed in 2019. 

The change order will 
consist of $53,611.96 
i n  c i t y  f u n d s  a n d 
$396,679.77 funded by 
the Greater Rochelle 
Economic Development 
Corporation (GREDCO) 
and CHS Ethanol.

The improvements 
to the city’s side of the 
project have been largely 
funded by a grant through 
the Illinois Department of 
Commerce (DCEO). The 
development of the con-
tainer yard has been fund-
ed through GREDCO. 
CHS made a request for a 
fumigation lot to be add-
ed to the development of 
the intermodal container 
operation. The added 
service provided by CHS 
will increase the volumes 
of containers that will 
move through the RITC. 
To provide an area for 
fumigating containers, 
new features needed to 
be added to the RITC 
including installation of 
a security gate, cameras, 
a fence, a concrete pad, 
power line and a storage 
area. Improvements un-
der the change order that 
are built on city prop-
erty will be covered by 
the city. Improvements 
that are located on the 
GREDCO property will 
be covered by GRED-
CO. The improvements 
that are located on both 
properties will be funded 

50/50 between the city 
and GREDCO. 

“Because they’re now 
going to be able to fu-
migate at a much lower 
cost, they’re going to be 
able to open the market 
to more potential sales 
internationally, which 
will bring more con-
tainers through our yard 
which will add more 
revenue to our yard,” 
City Economic Devel-
opment Director Jason 
Anderson said. “This is a 
great opportunity for the 
city and railroad. We’ve 
been working for the past 
four years to bring back 
intermodal service and 
this is just another added 
service we’ll be able to 
offer.”

Anderson also dis-
cussed a $5.2 million 
grant the city has received 
for expanding the RITC 
in 2025, which would 
be the third phase of its 
development. Phase two 
is currently ongoing. 
The third phase would 
involve expansion to the 
east with rail extensions 
and paving to allow for 
more trains and con-
tainers to come through 
the RITC, adding more 
revenue.

The third phase would 
add “more than 50 per-
cent” capacity to the 
RITC and the total cost 
of it would be just shy 
of $7 million. After the 
grant, the city would pay 
$700,000 and the Burl-
ington Junction Railway 
would pay $900,000. 

The city’s current ex-
pected added intermodal 
revenue from the opera-
tion is based on one train a 
week ($52,000 a month). 
Anderson expects that 
once business is estab-
lished, it could expect 

two trains a week (about 
$1 million a year in new 
revenue). Once phase 
three is done, Anderson 
believes it could see 
three trains a week ($1.6 
million a year). 

“With the volume that 
we are anticipating this 
area could generate, we 
really do believe that this 
is going to be a great op-
portunity for the city and 
local businesses that want 
intermodal service back,” 
Anderson said. 

Change order
The council unan-

imously approved a 
$224,792 change order 
with Tri-City Electric for 
a project involving the 
first phase of upgrades to 
the Rochelle Municipal 
Utilities diesel plant.

The change order was 
necessary due to “sev-
eral price increases and 
a change of scope in 
work to be completed,” 
the meeting’s agenda 
packet said. The change 

in the scope of work 
included reconductoring 
and replacing poles be-
tween North 12th Street 
and Woolf Court. There 
were also numerous parts 
used in the construction 
process that once ordered 
had “significant price 
increases.”

Excavator
The council unan-

imously approved an 
ordinance waiving the 
competitive bidding to 
purchase a mini excava-
tor for the RMU water 
department from Johnson 
Tractor for $91,853.

The accepted bid was 
the lowest of three re-
ceived through a bid 
sourcing program. The 
excavator will be used to 
perform small construc-
tion jobs such as repairing 
main breaks, relocating 
fire hydrants, service 
line repairs/installation 
and valve replacements. 
Currently, RMU has been 
using a 10+ year-old 

combination backhoe to 
perform the type of work 
and upgrading to the mini 
excavator will “greatly 
improve” the ease of 
operation and efficiency. 

Good News
During his Good News 

Award segment of the 
meeting, Fiegenschuh 
recognized RMU for 
being named in the top 
25 percent of electric 
utilities in the country for 
reliability by the Ameri-
can Public Power Asso-
ciation. He also praised 
RMU for its work during 
the March 31 storm that 
hit town.

Proclamations
Mayor John Bear-

rows read a proclamation 
making April 2023 Child 
Abuse Awareness Month 
in the city. He then pre-
sented the proclamation 
to Shining Star Chil-
dren’s Advocacy Center 
Executive Director Jes-
sica Cash.

“This year, I want to 
stress that abuse does not 
discriminate by a child’s 
age, gender, family or 
community,” Cash said. 
“It takes all of us to help 
protect kids. Everybody 
can play a part in helping 
protect kids in the com-
munity. We appreciate 
the partnership we have 
with the city and its police 
department.”

Bearrows also read 
a proclamation making 
April 9-15, 2023 National 
Public Safety Telecom-
municators Week in the 
city and presented the 
proclamation to Rochelle 
Police Department Dis-
patcher Senada Ajvazi-
Moreau and Communi-
cations Supervisor Luisa 
Nambo.

“It’s just amazing, 
the job that they do,” 
Bearrows said. “They’re 
the eyes and the ears for 
the callers and first re-
sponders. We can be very 
thankful to have the crew 
that we have.”

Mayor John Bearrows read a proclamation making April 2023 Child Abuse Awareness Month in the city. He then presented the proclamation to Shining Star Children’s 
Advocacy Center Executive Director Jessica Cash (right). Bearrows also read a proclamation making April 9-15, 2023 National Public Safety Telecommunicators Week in 
the city and presented the proclamation to Rochelle Police Department Dispatcher Senada Ajvazi-Moreau and Communications Supervisor Luisa Nambo (left).

(PHOTOS BY JEFF HELFRICH)

CITY: April recognized as Child Abuse Awareness Month



WEDNESDAY, APRIL 12, 2023SECTION 1 • PAGE 6 • ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER

LOCAL VIEWS
Guest column

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages responsible 
letters to the editor on subjects of interest to our 

readers. Editing may be necessary for space, clarity 
or to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas will not 

be altered. All letters must bear the handwritten 
signature of the writer and include address and 
phone number or e-mail address for verification 
purposes. Neither the street address nor phone 
number will be printed. Letters should be typed 

or legibly handwritten, and no anonymous letters 
will be published. Any letters from boards or 

organizations must include at least one name of an 
individual. Any criticism of public officials should 

be limited to issues related strictly to their position 
or actions made in office, as personal attacks will 

not be published. Letters involving private disputes 
between the writer and a business will not be 

published. Political endorsements will be published, 

however letters from candidates endorsing 
themselves will not be printed. Letters may be 

dropped at the News-Leader office (211 IL Route 
38 East), mailed to the News-Leader (P.O. Box 46, 

Rochelle, IL 61068) or e-mailed (news@rochellenews-
leader.com.) The News-Leader reserves the right to 
edit or reject any letter to the editor for any reason, 

and letters chosen for publication do not necessarily 
reflect the views of this newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

IL Sen. Win Stoller
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-1942

U.S. Con. Darin
LaHood
1424 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-6201

* Denotes Chairman/President

IL Rep. Bradley Fritts
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

Richard
Guebert Jr.

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes  bhayes@rochelleil.us
Rosaelia Arteaga  rarteaga@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                       dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Benjamin Valdivieso 

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Dave Casey  dcillini94@gmail.com
Steve Builta  sbuilta@gmail.com
Ashley Jackson                      ajackson@d231.rochelle.net
Stephanie White                        swhite@d231.rochelle.net
Trisha Vaughn                                      jrvtlv02@msn.com
Javier Zepeda  jzepeda@rthsd212.org
Jennifer Thompson

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas  bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Jacky Aguilera jacky.aguilera@rths212.org
Jeff Tilton  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Bobby Chadwick bobby.chadwick@rthsd212.org
Laurie Pillen                              lpillen@rthsd212.org
Brent Ohlinger

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board

Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodie Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Lloyd Droege  ldroege@oglecounty.org
Dan Miller  dmiller@oglecounty.org
Greg Sparrow  gsparrow@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Bruce McKinney bmckinney@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney  skenney@oglecounty.org
David Williams  dwilliams@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
*Tom Byro  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Wayne Williams jwdw13@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Steve Katzman  skatzman@essex1.com
Mike Kerns  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Curt Ward  caward92@comcast.net
Mark Hibshman
Jennifer Payton

Hillcrest Village Board
*Richard Rhoads  rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
Randy Salsbury  rsalsbury@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pittman  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Dan Potter dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball  tball@hillcrestil.us
Renee Kerwin  rkerwin@hillcrestil.us
Jose Huerta  jhuerta@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
Sue Messer  flaggtwp@rochelle.net
Joanna Patrick  flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
Susan Rothenberger assessor@rochelle.net
Scott Seebach  scottseebach@gmail.com

Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle  noggle62@gmail.com
Eric Gruben  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hagar  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
*Jaqueline Dickow dickow@comcast.net
Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net
Michael Scanlan scanlan@comcast.net
Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip          doobs12@comcast.net

EACH spr ing 
people around 
the world cel-

ebrate our planet, recog-
nizing the need to find 
innovative solutions to 
protect our soil and water 
for generations to come.

Farmers, often called 
the “original conserva-
tionists,” continue the 
fight for cleaner, more 
sustainable agricultural 
practices throughout the 
year. We care deeply for 
our land and collaborate 
with our agricultural 
research partners to im-
plement the best solutions 
to preserve our natural 
resources.

We invest time, money, 
and energy in protecting 
our land. We are investing 
in our future.

Our farmers utilize 
a variety of sustainable 
practices. One strategy 
that has gained momen-
tum in recent years is 
the use of cover crops, 
or plants such as wheat, 
rye, and radishes which 
are planted after  primary 

cash crops like corn and 
soybeans are harvested. 
These special crops work 
hard to enrich the soil, 
maintain moisture, and 
prevent erosion among 
other benefits.

In February, University 
of Illinois researchers 
released a new study 
showing that Midwest-
ern farmers are seeding 
more cover crops than 
ever. The study showed 
that cover crop adoption 
reached 7.2% in 2021, 
up from 1.8% a decade 
earlier. Researchers stated 
that the rapid increase 
in cover crop adoption 
between 2017 and 2021 
coincided with increased 
state and federal incentive 
programs.

The U of I study, 
“Recent rapid increase 
of cover crop adoption 
across the U.S. Midwest 
detected by fusing multi-
source satellite data,” was 
published in Geophysical 
Research Letters.

Farmers also work 
hard to voluntarily imple-

ment the Illinois Nutrient 
Loss Reduction Strategy 
(NLRS) to reduce nutrient 
loss to the Mississippi 
River and the Gulf of 
Mexico. Last year, Illinois 
Farm Bureau’s (IFB) en-
vironmental team joined 
forces with farmers and 
agricultural researchers to 
film a new documentary 
highlighting sus-
tainability efforts 
in Illinois.

The hour-long 
fi lm “Sustain-
ing Our Future: 
A Farm Family 
Story,” celebrates 
farmers’ dedica-
tion to the en-
vironment while 
sharing with a 
broader consumer au-
dience the trials, and in 
some cases, the finan-
cial risks farmers take 
to conserve our natural 
resources. 

Viewers are invited to 
join the Ganschow family 
of Bureau County to learn 
how three generations of 
farmers have approached 

sustainability to create a 
brighter future for gen-
erations to come. People 
can now watch the docu-
mentary for free on IFB’s 
YouTube channel.

This April, Illinois 
farmers and the agricul-
tural research community 
are collaborating to show-
case current and past con-

servation practic-
es, including on-
going cover crop 
projects. These 
Spring Nutrient 
Stewardship Field 
days are an oppor-
tunity for those 

inside and outside 
of agriculture to 
learn more about 
farmers’ role in 

protecting the environ-
ment.

Now in its eighth year, 
IFB’s Nutrient Stew-
ardship Grant Program 
supports research con-
servation projects across 
the state. Our organization 
has committed more than 
$2.8 million to nutrient 
stewardship initiatives 

since 2015. For the fiscal 
year 2023, IFB distributed 
$175,000 in grants for 
local projects, including 
$25,000 to support polli-
nator conservation across 
the state.

It is fitting that this year 
Illinois farmers will host 
two field day opportuni-
ties ahead of Earth Day. 
In Washington County, 
farmers will evaluate 
nutrient loss reduction 
practices in addition to 
evaluating cover crop 
projects. Young farmers in 
Knox County will also in-
vite researchers and farm-
ers to learn more about 
their goal to implement 
one cover crop plot in 
each township within the 
county. Farmers are at the 
forefront of climate-smart 
farming, putting scientific 
solutions, technology, 
and innovation to work 
to protect our land, air, 
and water. Every year is a 
learning curve, however.

We are constantly 
building upon previous 
research to develop better, 

more sustainable practic-
es and strategies to protect 
our land. It is important to 
also keep in mind this is 
a long-haul effort. Each 
year, our farmers find 
new ways to approach 
conservation and sustain-
ability, moving the needle 
ever closer to a brighter, 
greener future.

I am proud of the work 
Illinois farmers are doing 
and will continue to do to 
preserve our natural re-
sources. While the world 
celebrates our planet on 
April 22, I challenge 
everyone to learn more 
about how their local 
farmers are committing 
themselves to finding 
innovative solutions to 
protect our land.

Richard Guebert Jr. is 
the Illinois Farm Bureau 
president. This op-ed was 
distributed through a co-
operative project between 
Illinois Farm Bureau and 
the Illinois Press Associ-
ation. For more food and 
farming news, visit Farm-
WeekNow.com.

“They’ll make fun 
of me and give me 
a goofy name.”

That was my mother’s 
reaction to the notion of 
her body being donated 
to a medical school for 
students to dissect.

I was a bit surprised 
by the vehemence she 
expressed against the 
idea. After all, she was a 
registered nurse married 
to a veterinarian. She 
knew the importance of 
medical professionals 
learning anatomy.

Still, she wanted noth-
ing to do with it. My 
then-20-something self, 
wanted to say, “But Mom 
you’ll be dead. You won’t 
know the difference.” 

The options for dispos-
ing of human remains in 
Illinois are limited. You 
can be buried, entombed 
or cremated. But a bill 
pending before the Illinois 
General Assembly would 
add another option: com-
posting. 

That process turns hu-
man remains into soil over 
the course of a few weeks. 
Companies that offer this 
service place a person’s 

remains in a container 
with wood chips, straw 
and other organic material 
and heat it to accelerate 
the growth of bacteria that 
breaks down the body.

LeNette Van Haver-
beke, a representative of 
Illinois Cemetery and Fu-
neral Home Association, 
told lawmakers that many 
in the field “oppose human 
composting as lacking the 
traditional dignity afford-
ed to the dead.”

Call me a cynic, but 
could it be that some in the 
funeral industry doesn’t 
like this idea because it 
limits their ability to up-
sell grieving loved ones on 
expensive caskets, vaults 
and burial plots? 

Somehow, American 
society has lost its way 
when dealing with death.

I remember when my 
maternal grandmother 
died, an aunt led me to 
her casket. The morticians 
had dabbed her corpse 
with rouge, stuck her 
glasses above eyes that 
would never see and put 
her in her nicest dress.

My aunt said, “Doesn’t 
Grandma look nice?”

I wanted to say, “No. 
She looks dead.” But not 
wanting to offend my 
saintly aunt, I nodded 
glumly at the body of the 
quarrelsome woman who 
rested in a satin-lined box.

Every society has ritu-
als surrounding death. In 
Tibet remains are fed to 
buzzards. In India, they 
are placed on a pyre and 
burned. 

And in Amer-
ica, we pump out 
the blood, pump in 
the formaldehyde, 
stitch the mouth 
shut, shove cot-
ton up the rectum 
and apply enough 
makeup to make 
Tammy Faye Bak-
ker look natural.

Gosh, you think our 
society might have a prob-
lem dealing with death?

Why do Americans try 
so hard to delay the inevi-
table postmortem decay? 
My Grandma Wanda, who 
was from modest means, 
purchased an expensive 
vault when her husband 
of 49 years and 364 days 
died. (Living with her, I’m 
sure, just felt like much 

longer.) 
When asked why it was 

important that he be bur-
ied in a sealed vault, she 
exclaimed, “A tree root 
might grow into him.” 

I wanted to say, “Why 
would he care? He’s put 
up with a thorn in his side 
for almost 50 years.” But 
again, I bit my tongue. 

W h e n  G r a n d -
ma’s ne’er-do-
well brother Har-
old died, our fam-
ily took a more 
cost-conscious 
approach. After 
all,  he’d been 
estranged from 
his relatives for 

decades. The Vet-
erans’ Administra-
tion unexpectedly 

shipped his ashes via the 
U.S. Postal Service to his 
niece, who hadn’t seen 
him for decades.

When it arrived at my 
aunt’s house, her ever 
practical husband was dis-
patched spade in hand to 
the Brooklyn Cemetery in 
Schuyler County, Illinois 
for a covert burial – no 
plot was purchased. 

State Rep. Kelly Cassi-

dy, D-Chicago, sponsored 
the composting bill, which 
passed the House March 
24 and now proceeds to 
the Senate. 

“Many people I know 
want to reduce their car-
bon footprint in life as 
well as death,” she said. 
Cassidy added, compost-
ing is a viable alterna-
tive for the ecologically 
minded. 

“We do have ‘green 
burial’ available in Il-
linois, but it’s incredi-
bly limited and pretty 
cost-prohibitive.” 

Daniel Welter, the re-
cently-retired chancellor 
of the Archdiocese of 
Chicago, has said the 
Catholic Conference of Il-
linois opposes the human 
composting bill. 

“Turning the mortal 
remains of a human per-
son into compost for the 
purpose of fertilization, as 
one would with vegetable 
trimmings or eggshells, 
degrades the human per-
son and dishonors the 
life that was lived by that 
person,” he told House 
committee members.

But doesn’t the book 

of Genesis say, “You are 
dust and to dust you shall 
return?” 

I’m not of any incli-
nation to delay the inevi-
table. When I die, I don’t 
want to be embalmed, I 
don’t want to be viewed 
and I certainly don’t 
want to be boxed up like 
merchandise. I want to be 
returned to the earth.

I have no desire to cling 
to these mortal bounds. 
Something far greater 
awaits in eternity. 

There is a certain ap-
peal to being composted. 

Don’t get me wrong, 
I wouldn’t want to be 
placed in a hanging flow-
erpot that my daughters 
would inevitably forget 
to water. But the prospect 
of being shoveled into 
a grave with the rest of 
the dirt near where my 
relatives are buried has a 
certain appeal. 

I just hope when they 
dig the hole, they don’t hit 
Uncle Harold. 

Scott Reeder, a staff 
writer for the Illinois 
Times can be reached 
at sreeder@illinoistimes.
com.

Farmers invest in sustainable agriculture throughout the year

A certain appeal to being composted

Scott
Reeder
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COMMUNITY

Coffee Break
Call 815-561-2151 to submit names for birthdays and anniversaries

Birthdays & Anniversaries
April 12

Amber Lopez
Charles Peterman

 
April 14

Kristyn Sulser

April 16
Marissa Seldal
James Doering

April 18
Millie Danekas

 
April 19

Pastor Angelo Bonacquisti
 

April 21
Emma Waters

 
April 24

Lainie Arnold
Jose Tlapa

 
April 26

Evan Jones
 

April 30
Oakley Gonzales
Nora Bridgeman

Mar. 17 - Dena Doran, Princeton, $250

Mar. 18 - Brian Edwards, Rochelle, $25

Mar. 19 - Brittany Samp, Palos Heights, $50

Mar. 20 - Mike and Irma Seaworth, Holcomb, $25

Mar. 21 - Charlie Boonstra, Dixon, $25

Mar. 22 - Rochelle Chamber, $25

Mar. 23 - Troy Mowry, Rochelle, $25

Mar. 24 - David Glessner, Dixon, $25

Mar. 25 - Zekelman Employee, Rochelle, $25

Mar. 26 - Tara Richardson, Waterman, $50

Mar. 27 - HOPE of Ogle County, $25

Mar. 28 - Maria Hernandez, Rochelle, $25

Mar. 29 - Kaylee May, Rochelle, $50

Mar. 30 - Billy Gregg Evans, Rochelle, $25

Mar. 31 - From the Heart, Rochelle, $25

Apr. 1 - Adam Hall, Sycamore, $25

Apr. 2 - Sue Snyder, Phoenix, $50

Apr. 3 - The Kitchen Table, Rochelle, $25

Apr. 4 - Linda Alderks, Chana, $25

Apr. 5 - Liquor N Wine, Rochelle, $25

Apr. 6 - Jennifer Diehl, Oregon, $25

Apr. 7 - Crystal Carswell, Rochelle, $25

Apr. 8 - Liquor N Wine, Rochelle, $25

Apr. 9 - Pete Pavia, Rochelle, $300

Apr. 10 - Brandon Schaneberg, Steward, $25

Apr. 11 - Rochelle Christian Food Pantry, $25

Apr. 12 - Justin Medine, Rochelle, $25

BY VICKI SNYDER-CHURA
SPECIAL TO THE NEWS-LEADER

ROCHELLE — Neil 
Simon’s Lost in Yon-
kers was the 1991 Pu-
litzer Prize and Tony 
Award Winner for Best 
Play. This is a memory 
play set in 1942 Yonkers, 
New York. You will meet 
Bella,  35-years-old and 
developmentally delayed. 

She lives at home with 
her mother, the stern 
Grandma Kurnitz. As the 
play opens, ne’er-do-well 
son Eddie deposits his 
two young sons on the 

old lady’s doorstep. Fi-
nancially strapped, he’s 
decided to take to the road 
as a salesman. His boys 
find themselves in the 
strange new world called 
Yonkers and must learn to  
contend with Grandma, 
with Bella and her secret 
romance, as well as with 
Louie, Bella’s brother, a 
small-time hoodlum.

The Rochelle Town-
ship High School produc-
tion will feature student 
stage veteran Mikayla 
Preston, who has been 
invited to pursue a bach-
elor of fine arts in acting 

at Illinois Wesleyan Uni-
versity.

In order of appearance, 
the cast includes: Lucas 
Smardo as Jay, Olive 
Nauman as Arty, Noah 
LeFevre as Eddit, Preston 
as Bella, Bobbie Henning 
as Grandma Kurnitz, 
Storm Devers as Louie 
and Karma Lidren as Gert.

C r e w  c h a i r s  i n -
clude: William Sykes 
Wise IV on set & lighting, 
Cassandra Aguilera on 
stage props and as sound 
manager, Preston as the 
troupe’s acting guru, Vi-
olette Hull as the house 

manager and Lidren as 
the student director.

Amy Creuziger, AEA, 
is the RTHS Theater arts 
director and advisor who 
reminds us, “It is the 
goal of RTHS Theater 
to inspire and enrich the 
lives of both the student 
artist and the audience 
through quality theatrical 
productions.”

The show runs Thurs-
day, Friday and Saturday 
this week (April 13-15).  
Curtain is at 7:30 pm. 
Tickets are $2 for students 
and educators. General 
admission is $5.  

RTHS spring comedy show 
‘Lost in Yonkers’ is April 13-15

The RTHS show “Lost in Yonkers” runs Thursday, Friday and Saturday this week (April 13-15).  Curtain is at 7:30 
pm. Tickets are $2 for students and educators. General admission is $5. 

(COURTESY PHOTOS)
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From page 1

Challand takes notes 
for her grandfather when 
he’s doing historical work 
around town such as the 
day the tree fell. A con-
versation they had that day 
moved them to take action.

“I picked her up and 
she said, ‘Well it’s too bad 
we can’t do something 
about it,’” McDermott 
said. “I said it’s too big to 
stand back up, but I have 
read about people doing 
cuttings, putting them in 
water and then they grow 
roots. She said, ‘Well what 
would that be?’ And I said 
it’d still be a 100-year-old 
tree. Because it’s the same 
tree. And it could live to be 
200 years old. She thought 
that was the bee’s knees.”

The pair took cuttings 
from the tree in hopes that 
they’ll grow roots and be 
able to be planted again in 
a couple of years. McDer-
mott asked that anyone 
with expertise in the area of 
replanting tree cuttings that 
may be able to help email 
him at tmcdermott1953@
gmail.com.

The Flagg-Rochelle 
Community Park District 
is planning to plant another 
tree in the spot that housed 
the WWI tree at Memorial 
Park. McDermott said Park 
District Executive Director 
Jackee Ohlinger has prom-
ised him space in the park 
system for replanting if the 
tree can be saved through 
the cuttings. 

“I would love in two 
years to be able to drive 
by with my granddaughter 
and say, ‘Look, that’s a 
102-year-old tree now,’” 
McDermott said. “It’s 
the concept of somebody 
putting in effort to keep 
it alive. The best thing 
that could happen is if my 

TREE: Storm damage hits Memorial Park

10-12 cuttings all take and 
somebody else gets some 
cuttings and we end up with 
30 200-year-old trees and 
there’s two in each park. 
I’m sure the city could find 
a place to put one tree in 
honor of our veterans. The 
VFW could be involved. 
There’s just so much cool 
stuff that could come of it. 
The worst-case scenario is 
we stay where we are today 
with the tree dead.”

Challand has a family 
connection to WWI and the 
organization that donated 

the tree. Her great great 
grandfather, Charles E. 
Kepner, fought in the war 
and was a member of the 
American Legion.

“Things happen. Stuff 
dies. I know that,” Mc-
Dermott said. “I don’t 
make the decisions. I just 
think if there’s a chance 
to save it and two weeks 
of inactivity causes us to 
miss that window, that’s a 
heartbreaker for me. My 
14-year-old granddaughter 
can see the value of trying 
to keep history alive.”

The Flagg-Rochelle Community Park District is 
planning to plant another tree in the spot that 
housed the WWI tree at Memorial Park. Kathryn 
Challand (above) has a family connection to WWI.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

From page 1

Pastor Samuel Men-
yongar runs the Bon-
nie Memorial Children’s 
Home in Sierra Leone, and 
visited the United States 
and the local area years 
ago and spent time with 
Seigel, who worked as an 
organizer for Touch the 
Nations from her home.

“My mom poured out 
her life so others would 
know God,” Starkey said. 
“She was super organized 
and had a passion to bless 
other people. My mom 
was the person behind the 
scenes. I just want to honor 
her. I took her to Africa in 
2008 and after that she said 
she always wanted to be a 
missionary. I never knew 
that before. Even though 
she’s no longer with us, 
people rallied to get it 
built and Samuel put her 

HOME: Project honoring late former Creston resident completed

The late Bonnie Rae Edwards Seigel (right) spent the later years of her life working with Touch the Nations and children’s homes in Africa. 
The recently-completed Bonnie Memorial Children’s Home (left) was named in the former Creston resident’s honor. 

(COURTESY PHOTOS)

name on it. She didn’t get 
to see it finished, but it’s 
happening in her name.”

Starkey wanted the Ro-
chelle and Creston areas 

to know how grateful she 
is for their donations and 
involvement in Touch the 
Nations and the children’s 
home. The work has been 

a passion of her’s since 
she was a senior in high 
school.

“I took time to think 
about God and felt that 

helping people in Africa 
was my calling around 
that time,” Starkey said. 
“I started to feel for the 
people of Africa. I feel that 

God took what my mom 
was praying to do and gave 
it to me. She didn’t share 
that she wanted to do that 
with me for years.”



ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER • SECTION 2 • PAGE 1WEDNESDAY, APRIL 12, 2023

SPORTS DOUBLES CHAMPIONS 
 
The Rochelle Hub tennis team won the 
2023 Hubs Dubs Tournament on Friday. 
 
See page 2 for more details
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RTHS Softball

into 
for a NEW  

Bedroom Set!

HUB CITY FURNITUREHUB CITY FURNITURE

Tue-Fri 9am-4pm • Sat 9am-1pm • Sun & Mon Closed

429-433 Lincoln Hwy. Rochelle, Illinois
815-562-8765 | hubcityfurniture.com

04122023

ADVERTISE YOUR 
BUSINESS HERE!
Great Rate - Great Spot!

Call Mike @ 815-561-2124 or email 
mfeltes@oglecountylife.com

01252021

RTHS Track & Field

Girls cruise over Crusaders
Smardo finishes 4-for-4 with one RBI as Rochelle takes down Lutheran 11-2

Rochelle athletes battle at Assumption Invitational
Henkel sets new RTHS school record in 400-meter hurdle event on Saturday

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

DAVENPORT, Iowa 
— The Rochelle Township 
High School varsity track 
and field teams competed 
in the Assumption Invita-
tional on Saturday, with 
the Lady Hubs scoring 25 
points to finish ninth out of 
15 schools and the Hubs 
totaling 30 points to take 
10th out of 13 schools.

Hubs
Junior Luis Hernan-

dez finished third in the 
1600-meter run with a 
time of 4:57.36 and the 
3200-meter run with a 
time of 10:31.31. Fresh-
man Wyatt Worthington 
took 11th in the 400-meter 
dash with a time of 1:05.42 
and senior Ethan Bergeson 
placed 14th in the 110-me-
ter hurdles with a time of 
19.71 seconds. Freshman 
Reece Harris finished 14th 
in the 100-meter dash with 
a time of 12.08 seconds and 
the 200-meter dash with a 
time of 24.97 seconds.

Junior Abel Huerta took 
15th in the 800-meter run 
with a time of 2:32.09 
and 19th in the 400-me-
ter dash with a time of 
1:05.09. Freshman Declan 
McGee placed 12th in the 
1600-meter run with a time 
of 5:23.27 and 13th in the 
3200-meter run with a time 

of 11:41.32. Rochelle fin-
ished fourth in the shuttle 
hurdle relay with a time 
of 1:13.62, sixth in the 
3200-meter relay with a 
time of 10:01.17 and ninth 
in the sprint medley relay 
with a time of 1:49.32. 

Rochelle took 10th in 
the 400-meter relay with 
a time of 48.82 seconds, 
11th in the 1600-meter 
relay with a time of 4:08.71 
and 12th in the 800-me-
ter relay with a time of 
1:45.29. Sophomore Jack 
Tilton placed third in the 
high jump with a clear-
ance of 5 feet 8 inches and 
sophomore Virgil O’Dell 
finished ninth in the long 
jump with a distance of 
19 feet. Junior Landon 
Mickley took sixth in the 
shot put with a distance 
of 42 feet 6 inches and 
sophomore Jack Tarvestad 
finished 15th in the discus 
with a distance of 98 feet 
3 inches.

Lady Hubs
Junior Alivia Henkel 

won the 400-meter hurdles 
with a time of 1:07.71. 
Henkel finished third in the 
100-meter hurdles with a 
time of 17.19 seconds and 
seventh in the long jump 
with a distance of 14 feet 
11 ¼ inches. Sophomore 
Bridgett Ramirez placed 
10th in the 3000-meter run 
with a time of 13:49.15 

and freshman Rose Luxton 
took 15th in the 1500-me-
ter run with a time of 
6:18.71. Freshman Brisa 
Zepeda finished 17th in 
the 800-meter run with a 
time of 3:35.82 and junior 
Kylie Smith took 19th in 
the 200-meter dash with 

a time of 30.00 seconds.
Rochelle took fourth in 

the 400-meter relay with 
a time of 56.91 and fifth 
in the shuttle hurdle relay 
with a time of 1:30.29. The 
Lady Hubs placed sixth 
in the sprint medley relay 
with a time of 2:00.60 and 

ninth in the 800-meter re-
lay with a time of 1:59.92. 
Rochelle finished 11th in 
the 3200-meter relay with 
a time of 13:12.16 and 14th 
in the 1600-meter relay in 
5:15.08. 

Senior Macy Ramos 
placed 14th in the high 

jump with a clearance of 
4 feet 6 inches. Senior 
Samantha Sanford took 
18th in the shot put with a 
distance of 27 feet 9 inches 
and junior Kyra Bivins 
finished 19th in the discus 
throw with a distance of 66 
feet 9 ½ inches.

Sophomore Dempsey Atkinson (left) and senior Morgan Smardo (right) were key contributors during the 
Rochelle Lady Hub varsity softball team’s win over Rockford Lutheran on Friday afternoon.

(PHOTOS BY RUSSELL HODGES)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Se-
nior Morgan Smardo 
reached base four times 
on Friday afternoon, 
when the Rochelle Lady 
Hub varsity softball team 
hosted a nonconference 
matchup against Rockford 
Lutheran.

Looking to be aggres-
sive in the strike zone, 
Smardo attacked multiple 
fastballs early in the count, 
finishing 4-for-4 with four 
singles and one RBI as 
the Lady Hubs earned an 
11-2 win over the Crusad-
ers. It was a much-needed 
bounce-back win for the 
purple and white, who 
were handed a tough loss 
against the Sandwich In-
dians during Interstate 8 
play on Thursday.

“I felt like we played as 
a team today and we didn’t 
make as many mistakes as 
we did in our last game,” 
Smardo said. “We hit the 
ball better today. As soon 
as I see a strike, I swing the 
bat hard and my focus is 
to not let any strikes go by. 
We have a younger group 
this season and we’re 
continuing to work on 
the basics. We work well 
together and there’s good 
communication.”

Sophomore Lauren 
Dyer enjoyed a stellar out-

ing in the pitcher’s circle, 
throwing all seven innings 
while striking out 11 bat-
ters and allowing six hits to 
earn the win. Rochelle took 
a 2-0 lead in the bottom 
of the first inning, where 
junior Ella Alfano scored 
on an error after reaching 
on a hit-by-pitch to start 
the frame. Smardo then 
singled and reached home 
on a passed ball.

The Lady Hubs surged 
ahead 4-0 in the bottom 
of the third inning, where 
Smardo singled and soph-
omore Dempsey Atkinson 
blasted an RBI double to 
right-center field two bat-
ters later. Atkinson moved 
quickly around the bases, 
advancing once before 
scoring on a passed ball. 
Rockford Lutheran earned 
two runs back in the top of 
the fourth inning, cutting 
the Rochelle lead in half 
with a double and a run-
scoring single as well as a 
run on a passed ball.

Rochelle answered with 
two runs in the bottom of 
the fourth inning. Junior 
Macy Belmonte drew a 
lead-off walk and Dyer 
belted an RBI double to 
center field during the 
next at-bat. Smardo fol-
lowed with an RBI single 
on a hard grounder up the 
middle. 

See SOFTBALL pg 6

Junior Nathan Sergeant (left) and senior Baylie Sutton (right) leap into the jump pits during the Assumption 
Invitational in Davenport, Iowa on Saturday afternoon.

(PHOTOS BY MARCY DELILLE)
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The businesses featured on this page are 

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”
I’m looking forward to serving your needs for insurance and 
financial services.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
CALL ME TODAY.

Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc 
Shane B Huber, Agent

221 E. IL Rt. 38 
Rochelle, IL 61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Diana Alanis, MDCaring for your 
family’s health from 

infant to adults.
For appointment, please call

815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct, Rochelle, IL 61068

Most Insurance Accepted

Accepting 
New Patients

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

815 561 4035!

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto  Home Improvement   Vacation

Jami Hackman & Kristen Stover

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle

H
S
20

16

Jami Hackman • Tonia Holland

Se Habla
Español

BUY HERE – PAY HERE
You Work - You Drive

1400 N 7th St
Corner of Flagg Rd & Hwy 251 N

227 E. Rt 38 • Rochelle, IL

815-562-8706
www.rochellechiropractic.com
Now Accepting New Patients!

Licensed and Insured
24 Hour Emergency Service

815-562-4937
500 Cleveland Avenue

Berg-Johnson
Electric

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

FREE ESTIMATES

“Proudly Serving The Rochelle Area Since 1945”

H
S

F
2
0
1
5

Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

#4061/#83-3198

Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

101 Maple Ave • Rochelle, IL 61068
815.562.7057 •  hub-remsen.com

GO HUBS!GO HUBS!

• Collision Repair • New/Preowned Vehicles
• 24 Hour Towing • Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

We are Ogle County’s
only GM Dealer!

Come visit us!

815-562-8787 • www.jeffperrychevrolet.com
BUICK • CADILLAC • JEEP • CHRYSLER

We are 
Ogle 

County’s 
only 

GM Dealer!
• Collision Repair
• 24 Hour Towing

• New/Preowned Vehicles

• Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes  

and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181

www.rochellehospital.com
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Tim & Roger Bruns, 
Owners

Established 1997

FREE 
ESTIMATES!

• Residential 
& Commercial 

Concrete
• Additions

815-561-0099
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

• Large menu of foods
• Rochelle’s famous chicken

by the dinner or bucket
• Hand dipped ice cream

(16 flavors)
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S
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251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039

H
S
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SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

200 Steward Road

800.262.1680
www.johnsontractor.com

Dine In • Carry Out •  
• Home Delivery • Pizza • Pastas • 

• Sandwiches • Salads •  
• and Lots More!

209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8792

www.meyersfurniture.com

815.562.7300 
Delivery & Curbside Pick Up

1071 N 7th St, Rochelle, IL

Enjoy a 15% Discount 
when Ordering Online at 

VincesPizzainRochelle.com

SSINCE 1INCE 1967967

802 Main Street  • 815-453-2677

Homemade Cooking, Small Town Atmosphere 
Daily Specials

• Breakfast Served All Day
• Beer & Wine Served All Day

 • Free Wi-Fi
Dine-In & Carryout

Open Tues-Sat 7AM-8PM, Sun 7AM-2PM, Monday Closed Lic# 055-013999

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

Since 1976

621 First Ave., Rochelle 621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784(815) 562-8784

815-453-7500

Open Mon-Sat 9AM-9PM & Sun 9AM-5PM

• Groceries,
• Hand Cut Meats,
  Deli & Produce
• Liquor, Wine & Beer
• Cigarettes & More
• Bar with Video Gaming 
  & Slot Machines

HUB SPOTLIGHT

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The Rochelle Hub 
varsity tennis team showcased its skills 
in doubles play on Friday, finishing first 
out of six schools to take home the annual 
Hubs Dubs Tournament crown. Rochelle 
(3-1, 0-1 Interstate 8) saw five different 
duos win division titles while combining 
for a 15-0 match record. Rochelle won 
with 30 points, while Harlem took second 
place with 21 points.

Seniors David Wanner and Owen Haas 
finished first in the No. 1 doubles bracket 
with a 3-0 record. Wanner and Haas started 
the tournament with an 8-1 win over Bel-
videre’s Jonathan Mysaka and Charles 
Leonard before defeating DeKalb’s Rylan 
Lottes and Matthew Williams 8-6. The 
Hub duo downed Streator’s Ryan Beck 
and Andrew Vogel 7-6(4), 6-2 for the title.

Junior Parker Lenkaitis and senior John 
Green finished first in the No. 2 doubles 
bracket with a 3-0 record, winning 8-0 
over DeKalb’s Jared Trejo and Charlie 
Vander Bleek before taking down Bel-
videre’s Chad Morgan and Travis Onley 
8-4. Lenkaitis and Green battled Streator’s 
Brenden Christensen and Izak Gallik for 
the division title, scoring a 6-2, 7-6(2) win 
over the Bulldogs.

Senior Paul Swartz and freshman Mark 
Green finished first in the No. 3 doubles 
bracket with a 3-0 record. Swartz and 
Green downed DeKalb’s Esteban Cardoso 
and Marcos Zaylik 8-3 and Belvidere’s Ga-
briel Yates and Gabriel Inniss 8-2 to reach 
the final round. In the title match, Swartz 
and Green cruised over Harlem’s Sam 
Schneider and Justin Henerey 6-2, 6-2.

Junior Jimmy Chavez and senior Evin 
Odle finished first in the No. 4 doubles 
bracket with a 3-0 record, defeating 

Belvidere’s Caiden Cabangal and Alex 
Dionicio 8-2 before topping DeKalb’s Ata 
Shakir and Jahan Islam 8-1. Chavez and 
Odle faced off against Harlem’s Nicola 
Todic and Lucas Gelato for the division 
title, dominating the first set en route to a 
6-1, 6-4 victory.

Seniors Austin Salter and Jace White-
head finished first in the No. 5 doubles 
bracket with a 3-0 record, opening with an 
8-0 shutout against Rochelle’s Alexander 
McBride and Harlem’s Dom Coleta as well 
as an 8-0 sweep over DeKalb’s Billy Jasso 
and Ricky Godinez. Salter and Whitehead 
topped Rochelle’s Wade Smith and Philip 
Winters 6-0, 6-1 for the division crown.

Streator
The Rochelle Hub varsity tennis team 

leaned on its doubles teams during non-
conference action against Streator on 
Thursday. With all three doubles duos 
securing match points, Rochelle overcame 
a singles sweep by the Bulldogs, ultimately 
edging Streator 3-2. The Hubs will face 
Rockford Lutheran and Rockford Christian 
on Monday.

Junior Parker Lenkaitis and senior John 
Green completed a clean 6-0, 6-0 sweep 
over Izak Gallik and Devin Thompson on 
the No. 2 doubles court. Seniors David 
Wanner and Owen Haas cruised over 
Andrew Vogel and Brenden Christensen 
6-2, 6-1 on the No. 1 doubles court, while 
senior Paul Swartz and freshman Mark 
Green dominated Alex Gonzalez and Liam 
Martin 6-1, 6-2 on the No. 3 doubles court.

Junior Jimmy Chavez and senior Evin 
Odle represented the Hubs in singles play 
on Thursday. Chavez earned one game in 
a 1-6, 0-6 against Ryan Beck on the No. 1 
singles court, while Odle took two games 
in a 1-6, 1-6 loss against Brad Minick on 
the No. 2 singles court. 

Rochelle netters win 2023 
Hubs Dubs Tournament

The Rochelle Hub varsity tennis team took first out of six schools in the 2023 Hubs 
Dubs Tournament at RTHS on Friday afternoon.

(COURTESY PHOTO)
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SPORTS
T-Byrd Lanes

Local bowlers take home Youth League and High School League awards from T-Byrd Lanes
T-Byrd Lanes recently recognized several local bowlers with Youth League and High School League awards. Ethan Odle (Week 14), Evin Odle (Week 15) and Christian 
Thorne (Week 15) were named High School Bowlers of the Week. Jaxon Breit and Landon Leigh (Week 21) as well as Jaxon Harnesk and Josef Alanis (Week 22) were 

named Youth Bowlers of the Week. Giuliana Henderson and Dylan Aguirre were named Youth League and High School League Bowlers of the Month for March.

(COURTESY PHOTOS)

Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Heating & Air Conditioning

Gutters, Roofing & Siding

COMMUNITY BOARD
Need to get the word out about a product Need to get the word out about a product 

or service you offer? or service you offer? 
Give us a call at 815-562-4171. Give us a call at 815-562-4171. 

We can reach over 9,000 homes!We can reach over 9,000 homes!

Concrete

• Residential &  
Commercial Concrete
• Additions

815-561-0099
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE  
ESTIMATES!

Plumbing, Heating 
& Cooling

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784

Since 1976

Li
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55

-0
13

99
9

Custom Construction

Residential 
&  

Commercial 
Roofing

Shingle 
Roofing, 

Metal  
Roofing & 

Flat Roofing

Custom Construction Systems
customsteelroofing.com

Call & Text 815-871-7835

What 
Service
Do You 
Offer?

Advertise Here
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ASHTON NEWS

Bar/Restaurant
Ralphie and Lulu’s
812 Main St., Ashton

815-453-2103

Community Building
Mills and Petrie Memorial 

Building
Hourly, daily rentals for 

your event
815-973-8397

Funeral Home
Beverage Lyons Funeral 

Home
601 Richardson Ave., 
Ashton, 815-453-2441 
beveragefamilyfh.com 

Insurance
Bradford Victor-Adams 

Mutual Insurance 
Company

120 W. South St., Franklin 
Grove

815-456-2334

Public Library
Mills and Petrie Memorial 

Library
704 First Street
815-453-2213

BAR
GRILL&

1/2
OFF! BO!

GO!

Mills and Petrie 
Memorial Building
Call 815-973-8762 for building 

rental information
Basketball, volleyball and pickle ball courts
Great for birthday parties, bridal showers, 

family reunions etc.
120 W. South St., 
Franklin Grove
815-456-2334

Congratulations to the 2022-23 Boys Basketball Award Winners. JV Award Winners: Logan Mershon: Outstanding Freshman, Aaron Lester: Outstanding Sophomore, 
Nolan Rueff: Leadership, Caleb Thomas: Offense, Brock Lehman: Defense and Ben Rockwood: Hustle. Varsity Award Winners: Zane Murphy: FT% & Hustle, Lane Koning: 

300 Point Club, 200+ Point Club, & 2nd Team All-Conference, Riley Petersen: Heart & Soul, Carson Rueff: 400 Point Club, MVP, & 1st Team All-Conference Unanimous, 
Jordan Harris: 200+ Point Club, “Consider It Done”, & Honorable Mention All-Conference and Kaleb Goldman: 300 Point Club, 200+ Point Club, Most Improved, & 

Honorable Mention All-Conference.

Ashton-Franklin Center Varsity and Junior Varsity Boys Basketball teams take home awards

ASHTON — The Ash-
ton-Franklin Center var-
sity baseball team downed 
Hinckley-Big Rock 14-3 
in five innings on Tuesday, 
March 28. Carson Rueff 
and Griffin Bushman each 
recorded three RBIs to 
lead the Raider offense, 
while Michael Cochrane 
and Brock Lehman each 
added two RBIs, with 
Lehman finishing 3-for-4 
at the dish. Jordan Harris 
earned the start for the 
Raiders, throwing four 
and one-third innings 
while striking out seven 
batters and allowing only 
one hit.

The Ashton-Franklin 
Center varsity baseball 
team edged Alden-Hebron 

4-2 in a defensive battle 
on Wednesday, March 29. 
Jordan Harris went 2-for-
3 with two RBIs to lead 
the AFC offense, while 
Griffin Bushman went 
2-for-3 and Caleb Thomas 
added one RBI. Michael 
Cochrane showed domi-
nance on the mound, firing 
five innings and striking 
out 13 batters while allow-
ing only one walk and four 
hits. Thomas added four 
strikeouts in two relief 
innings to earn the save.

The Ashton-Franklin 
Center varsity baseball 
team picked up a 12-6 win 
over Amboy on Wednes-
day, April 5. Auden Polk 
went 3-for-3 with three 
RBIs to lead the AFC 

offense, while Griffin 
Bushman went 2-for-4 
with two RBIs. Austin 
June and Aaron Lester 
each totaled two RBIs and 
Michael Cochrane pitched 
five innings, striking out 
seven batters to earn the 
win. 

The Ashton-Franklin 
Center varsity baseball 
team faced Amboy on 
Thursday, April 6, fall-
ing 17-10. Jordan Harris 
and Brock Lehman each 
recorded three RBIs for 
the Raiders, with Lehmen 
going 3-for-3 and Harris 
finishing 2-for-4 at the 
plate. Aaron Lester scored 
four runs and Carson 
Rueff added two runs 
scored for AFC.

AFC Raider baseball team 
scores multiple victories

Congratulations to Carson Rueff for signing to play basketball with St. Ambrose 
University in Davenport, Iowa. AFC is very excited to see what is in store for 

Carson as a member of the Fighting Bees Basketball program.

Rueff commits to St. Ambrose University

Ashton-Franklin Center Varsity 
Girls Basketball teams awarded

Congrats to the Varsity Girls Basketball award winners for the 22-23 Season: 
Outstanding Sophomore - Cameryn Winterland, Outstanding Freshman - Reese 

Polk, Captain, Best FT %, Leadership, MVP, 1st Team All-Conference - Taylor Jahn, 
Captain, Most Improved, 2nd Team All-Conference - Brianna Gonnerman, Hustle, 
Honorable Mention All-Conference - Alexis Schwarz and Heart - Jersey Sprague.

ASHTON – The Trac-
tor Blessing at the Ash-
ton United Methodist 
Church, originally sched-
uled for March 26 was 
cancelled due to snow. 
The Tractor Blessing will 
now be held at 11 a.m. 

on Saturday, April 15.  
All are invited to drive 
your tractor to the church 
parking lot, located at 906 
Richardson Ave. to par-
ticipate in the blessing. If 
you prefer, you can bring 
a photo of your farm, fam-

ily or crops. Gardeners are 
encouraged to bring your 
gardening gloves.

After the blessing there 
will be a lunch served. 
Pray for no snow that day 
and hopefully we will see 
you then.

Ashton UMC tractor blessing now April 15

STERLING— Illinois 
State Police (ISP) Troop 1 
Commander Captain Jo-
seph Blanchette announces 
the results of occupant re-
straint enforcement patrols 
(OREP) held in Ogle, Lee, 
Stephenson, Whiteside 
and Winnebago Coun-
ties during March. These 
OREPs provided extra 
patrol coverage for the ISP 

so officers could focus on 
saving lives by making sure 
all vehicle occupants were 
buckled up.

Safety belt citations: 52, 
child restraint citations: 
three, total citations: 110 
and total written warn-
ings: 14.

Most motorists know 
safety belts save lives, but 
some ignore their safety 

and that of their families 
by neglecting to use safety 
belts and child restraint 
devices. These patrols rein-
force the occupant protec-
tion message by focusing 
on those who ignore the 
law. Lives can be saved 
if people simply “buckle 
up!” This project is funded 
through the Illinois Depart-
ment of Transportation.

ISP announces results of occupant 
restraint enforcement patrols
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE • HILLCREST • CRESTON • STEWARD • KINGS • ASHTON

INFORMATION
Office Hours:  
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Monday-
Friday)
Phone: 
815-562-4171
Fax: 
815-562-2161
Email: 
classifieds@rochellenews-
leader.com
Address:
211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle
Mail: 
P.O. Box 46
Rochelle, IL 61068

DEADLINES:
Sunday News-Leader: 
Thursday, 2 p.m.
Tuesday Shopping News: 
Friday, 10 a.m.
Wednesday  News-
Leader: Monday, 4 p.m.
(Deadlines subject to change 
during holiday times)

All classified marketplace 
line ads will appear in 
the following 7 print 
publications and on 5 high-
traffic newspaper websites:
• Rochelle News-Leader • 
Ogle County Life • Rochelle 
Shopping News • Ashton 
Gazette • Amboy News 
• Mendota Reporter • 
Mendota Money Saver

Call for pricing that starts 
at $32.99 for private 
party ads and $44.60 for 
commercial business ads 
and $19.99 for garage 
sale ads.

DISCLAIMER:
If your advertisement 
appears incorrectly, notify 
us immediately. We will not 
be responsible for more than 
one incorrect insertion, and 
will only credit customer for 
one insertion.

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALEMISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-262-3900

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW, USED  
SCRATCH & DENT

• Refrigerators • Freezers 
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

04092023

NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT

SS.
COUNTY OF OGLE

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF 
MADELINE KARCZ, 
Deceased
)
)
No. 2023PR13
CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is hereby given 
of the death of MADE-
LINE KARCZ, of Ro-
chelle, Illinois. Letters 
were issued on March 
22, 2023, to DIANE W. 
ANDERSON, whose 
address is 1708 High-
land Place, Streator, 
IL 61364, and whose 
attorney is James G. 
Ahlberg, PO Box 358, 
Rochelle, IL 61068.
Claims against the es-
tate may be filed in the 
office of the Circuit Clerk 
of the Court at the Ogle 
County Courthouse, Or-
egon, Illinois, or with the 
representative, or both, 
no later than October 
9, 2023, and any claim 
not filed within that pe-
riod is barred. Copies 
of a claim filed with the 
Clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the rep-
resentative and to the 
attorney within 10 days 
after it has been filed.
No. 0413
(April 5, 12 and 19, 
2023)

101  101  
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially 
those asking for money 
in advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially 
those asking for money 
in advance.”

113  113  
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance 
Fee Loans or Credit 
Offers Companies 
that do business 
by phone can’t ask 
you to pay for credit 
before you get it. For 
more information, call 
toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119 119 
  ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

127  127  
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

FURMAN’S Lawn 
Care and Tree Work. 
Mowing, bushes, spring 
clean up, weeding 
and much more. Call 
Jeremy Furman 815-
761-9619. Please leave 
a message will return 
call ASAP. Fully insured, 
in business since 1999. 
Servicing Rochelle and 
surrounding areas.

CUSTOM Construction 
Systems. Residential/
Commercial Roofing. 
Shingles/Metal/Flat. 
815-871-7835. (05-24-
23)

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
its care.

301 301 
  ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

307  307  
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 815-
562-4171 (8AM-NOON 

ONLY) Rochelle News 
Leader.  

405  405  
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.
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SPORTS
RTHS Baseball

Hubs concede nonconference 
doubleheader against Streator
BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The 
Rochelle Hub varsity base-
ball team faced Streator for 
a nonconference double-
header on Saturday. The 
Bulldogs edged Rochelle 
3-2 in the opener before 
outlasting the Hubs 7-5 
in the finale to send the 
purple and white home with 
two losses. Rochelle (3-6, 
1-1 Interstate 8) will host 
Sandwich for the start of 
an Interstate 8 Conference 
series on Monday.

Game 1
Streator took a 2-0 lead 

on a two-run double in the 
bottom of the second in-
ning. Rochelle tallied one 
run in the top of the third 
inning, where senior Aidan 
Rodriguez drew a one-out 
walk before stealing second 
base and scoring on senior 
Colton O’Rorke’s RBI 
single into left-center field. 

The Bulldogs scratched 
one run on a sacrifice fly in 
the bottom of the fifth in-
ning to take a 3-1 lead over 

the Hubs, who earned one 
run back after junior Brock 
Metzger’s lead-off double 
led to a one-out RBI single 
from senior Noah Lara in 
the top of the sixth inning. 
Senior Bradley Cooney 
took the mound for the 
Hubs, throwing five and 
two-thirds innings while 
striking out five batters and 
allowing two earned runs. 
Streator held the Rochelle 
offense to three hits in the 
loss.

Game 2
Rochelle surged ahead 

early in the second game, 
scoring twice after Lara 
reached on an error in 
the top of the first inning. 
O’Rorke’s second RBI 
single of the day allowed 
Cooney to score and give 
the Hubs a 3-0 lead in the 
top of the second inning. 
The score became 4-0 af-
ter senior Garrett Gensler 
reached on an error and 
scored on a wild pitch in 
the top of the fifth inning.

The Hubs were unable 
to keep their four-run lead, 
however, with Streator 

tying the game in the bot-
tom of the fifth inning. The 
Bulldogs tallied four runs 
on one double, two singles, 
two walks and one error in 
the frame. Rochelle took 
control back in the top of 
the sixth inning, taking a 
5-4 lead after sophomore 
Brandyn Metzger plated 
Cooney with an RBI single 
up the middle. 

Streator delivered the 
final blow in the contest, 
scoring three runs on three 
walks, one double and one 
sacrifice fly in the bottom 
of the sixth inning to surge 
ahead 7-5. Two Rochelle 
hitters reached base in the 
top of the seventh inning, 
but a flyout to right field 
ended the threat. 

O’Rorke started on the 
mound for the Hubs, toss-
ing four innings while 
striking out six batters and 
allowing two earned runs. 
O’Rorke also went 2-for-4 
to lead the Rochelle of-
fense, which compiled six 
hits in the loss. Gensler 
reached base twice and 
scored two runs for the 
Hubs.

RTHS Girls Soccer

Lady Hubs fall at Indian Creek
SHABBONA — The 

Rochelle Lady Hub var-
sity soccer team battled 
Indian Creek on the road 
Thursday evening, fall-
ing 5-1 with sophomore 
midfielder Makayla Lara 
scoring the lone goal for 
the purple and white. Ro-
chelle (3-4, 1-0 Interstate 
8) will host Sycamore on 

Monday evening. Junior 
Danica Ward totaled two 
saves in net.

The Lady Hubs outshot 
Indian Creek 16-8, but the 
Timberwolves held a 7-3 
advantage in shots on goal 
during the contest. Indian 
Creek surged ahead early 
in the match, scoring goals 
during the first minute and 

the 14th minute to com-
mand a 2-0 lead. 

The Timberwolves 
added a goal in the 32nd 
minute before Lara’s un-
assisted goal in the 40th 
minute made the score 
3-1 at half. Indian Creek 
sealed the nonconference 
win with goals during the 
54th and 72nd minutes.

SOFTBALL: Rochelle scores 
road win over Boylan Catholic
From page 1

Senior Layla Pelan 
walked and scored on 
sophomore Erin Murphy’s 
RBI single in the bottom of 
the fifth inning to give the 
Lady Hubs (2-4, 1-1 In-
terstate 8) a 7-2 advantage 
over the Crusaders.

Rochelle sealed the win 
on Friday with a four-run 
effort in the bottom of 
the sixth inning, where 
Belmonte (single), Dyer 
(walk) and Smardo (single) 
all reached base and scored 
on passed balls to start the 
frame. Atkinson walked 
and scored on a wild pitch 
for Rochelle’s final run of 
the game. The Lady Hub 
offense finished with 11 
hits and eight stolen bases 
in the victory.

Boylan
The Rochelle Lady Hub 

varsity softball team scored 
its second consecutive 
nonconference win on 
Saturday, defeating Boylan 
Catholic 12-4. Senior Mor-
gan Smardo reached base 
five times for the Lady 
Hubs (3-4, 1-1 Interstate 
8), finishing 4-for-4 with 
two RBIs. Senior Adamaris 
Betancourt doubled twice 
and totaled three RBIs in 
the victory.

Rochelle struck in the 
top of the first inning, tally-
ing three runs to take a 3-0 
lead. Freshman Madigan 
Williams reached on a pair 
of errors that allowed both 
Smardo and junior Macy 
Belmonte to score. Betan-
court followed with an RBI 
double to right field during 

the next at-bat. 
Sydney Dannenberg 

singled and scored on two 
Rochelle errors in the bot-
tom of the second inning for 
Boylan Catholic’s first run 
of the game. The Lady Hubs 
added three runs in the top 
of the third inning, where 
Betancourt belted a two-out, 
two-run double into center 
field before senior outfielder 
Maleah Pointer sent an RBI 
single into center field three 
batters later. 

Rochelle added to its 
lead in the top of the fourth 
inning, scoring four runs to 
surge ahead 10-1. Belmonte 
drew a lead-off walk and 
scored on an RBI triple 
from Smardo, who scored 

on a passed ball soon after. 
Williams and senior Layla 
Pelan each drew walks and 
scored on passed balls to 
keep the offense moving. 
The Titans earned two 
runs back in the bottom of 
the fourth inning, where 
Dannenberg homered and 
Samantha Appino walked 
before scoring on an error.

Boylan Catholic’s final 
run came after Elizabeth 
Horst singled and scored on 
a passed ball in the bottom 
of the fifth inning. Rochelle 
sealed its win in the top of 
the seventh inning, where 
sophomore Lauren Dyer 
smacked a one-out double 
and Smardo followed with 
an RBI single.

Freshman Madigan Williams makes a throw from 
third base during the Rochelle Lady Hub varsity 
softball game against Lutheran on Friday afternoon.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)


