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ROCHELLE — The 
Rochelle Christian Food 
Pantry saw 1,000 more 
visits and spent $30,000 
more in 2022 than it did 
in 2021, Board President 
Cal Jacobs said.

The food pantry also 
added 300 new clients 
in 2022, and Jacobs said 
trends have stayed the 
same so far in 2023. In 
January, the RCFP saw 
an all-time record high of 
475 visits. In February, it 
set a record for that month 
at 388 visits. Jacobs said 
March 30 that the month 
of March was headed for 
another record. 

“Last Tuesday we had 
58 visits and the Friday be-
fore that we had 74, which 
is an all-time record for one 
day,” Jacobs said. There’s 
a real need out there. A lot 
of people lost their food 
stamps or had their LINK 
card reduced from $800 a 
month to $300 a month. 
The price of natural gas has 
gone up a bunch and has 
hurt a lot of people. A lot of 
people have had their rent 
taken up by $75 a month. 
There’s just all kinds of 
factors that are making our 
numbers grow. And I don’t 
see them slowing down for 

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — April 
is National Volunteer Ap-
preciation Month. The 
Rochelle office of Unity 
Hospice and Palliative 
Care is home base for 
volunteers that provide life 
enrichment programs to its 
patients as well as support 
and socialization. 

Among those volun-
teers are Donna Chick 
and Deb Carpenter. Chick 
writes sympathy cards and 
makes calls to families of 
patients after they pass 
away and helps to make 
sure the organization 
meets their grieving needs. 
She’s also put together care 
packages for patients and 
given hand massages and 
has worked on office work 
and special projects. 

Carpenter is a former 
Unity nurse and now helps 
with volunteer projects. 
She makes quilts and does 
sewing work for patients. 
She’s made memory pil-
lows, veteran blankets and 
has made patients’ clothing 
easier for those that strug-
gle to dress themselves. 
She’s also written cheer 

Pantry seeing record need numbers
Board President: ‘We always seem to find a way to get it done’

The Rochelle Christian Food Pantry saw 1,000 more visits and spent $30,000 more in 2022 than it did in 2021, 
Board President Cal Jacobs said.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

quite some time.”
The food pantry is open 

Tuesdays and Fridays from 
1-3:30 pm. About a dozen 
volunteers are on staff for 
each opening. There are 
two lanes for vehicles and 
the inside lane is for drive 
thru and patrons receive a 
box of meat, dry goods and 
produce. The outside lane 

is all choice, and patrons 
can come into the pantry 
and choose their own dry 
goods, produce, bread and 
meat. 

Jacobs called seeing 
recent increases in food 
prices “crazy.” Eggs are 
one example of price 
increases that have been 
seen, but the RCFP has 

“luckily” been supplied 
with eggs by the Northern 
Illinois Food Bank, Jacobs 
said.. The RCFP recently 
submitted a grant applica-
tion to the Rochelle Area 
Community Foundation to 
be able to supply all of its 
families for an entire year 
with gallons of milk and 
dozens of eggs.

Jacobs said other area 
food pantries are seeing the 
same increase in need, and 
that the need differs each 
day that the RCFP is open. 

“I actually like the 
bigger numbers because it 
makes the day go faster,” 
Jacobs said. 

See PANTRY page 5

Volunteers lend listening ear, hand-sewn gifts
‘I like making people feel better. This is another way to do that’

April is National Volunteer Appreciation Month. The Rochelle office of Unity Hospice and Palliative Care is 
home base for volunteers that provide life enrichment programs to its patients as well as support and 
socialization. Among those volunteers are Donna Chick (above) and Deb Carpenter. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

mail and letters to patients.
Unity Volunteer Co-

ordinator Annie Etchison 
said that for Medicare 
benefits, five percent of 
Unity’s hours have to be 

volunteer. She called the 
work that volunteers do 
“needed” for patients and 
said it’s an “incredible 
thing” for them to give 
their time and energy.

“I think the most im-
portant thing is it’s just 
another person on the 
team who isn’t medical 
staff,” Etchison said. “It’s 
someone there to listen 

and provide companion-
ship and support. There 
are a ton of ways to get 
involved.”

 See UNITY page 3
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Locally grown 
& raised meats, 

fruits &  
vegetables

Sampler Bundle1 Beef Roast
2 Pkg Ground 
Beef
2 Pkg Stew Meat
1 Sirloin Steak
1 Ribeye Steak
1 NY Strip Steak
1 T-Bone Steak

1 Pkg Bacon
1 Pkg Brats
1 Ham Steak
1 Pork Steak
1 Pkg Ground 
Pork
1 Pkg Sausage 
Patties

*20 pounds total for $110  ($5.50/lb - a savings of over $17)

Milk, eggs, 
honey, ice cream, 

yogurt, spices, 
pies, breads, and 

cookies

Help Us Celebrate Our 2 Year Anniversary!
Fire Up The Grill 

Bundle
8 Beef Patties
1 Pkg Brats
1 Pkg Flavored 
Brats
2 Rib Eye 
Steaks

2 NY Strip 
Steaks
2 Sirloin Steaks
2 Packages of 
Sausage Patties 
2 Pork Steaks

*17 pounds total for $120  

($7.06/lb - a savings of over $14)

All Beef & Pork Raised on the All Beef & Pork Raised on the 
Pfeiffers’ Farms & Fed on  Pfeiffers’ Farms & Fed on  

Pfeiffer’s Home Grown Foods Pfeiffer’s Home Grown Foods   
(No Growth Hormones)(No Growth Hormones)

Email:  Email:  
edith@pfeifferfarms.com or message on edith@pfeifferfarms.com or message on 

Facebook to place an order or for questions. Facebook to place an order or for questions. 

2511 Reynolds Rd. Ashton, IL . 815-761-6074 
Hours: Thurs/Fri. 9-5:30 | Sat. 8:30-4:30

PFEIFFERFARMS.COMDenny Pfeiffer

St. Paul Dinner & Auction 
Friday, April 14, 2023

Pulled Pork Meal Ticket: $8.00
(A Meatless Pasta Option will be available)

Serving dinner from 5:00-6:30
Silent Auction during dinner. Live auction begins at 6:30.

040520233

401 N. Main St.
Rochelle, IL • 815.562.5596

dimondbros.com

401 N. Main St.
Rochelle, IL • 815.562.5596

dimondbros.com

401 N. Main St.  |  Rochelle, IL 
815.562.5596  |  DimondBros.com

Dimond Bros

OREGON — The Or-
egon Park District hosted 
the second annual Winter 
Games Awards Ceremony 
on Thursday, March 23. 
The ceremony is a cul-
mination of 10 weeks of 
competitive games with 
the Village of Progress. 
Over the 10 week period 
the athletes competed in 
football, soccer, basketball 
and hockey.

The Winter Games are 
made possible through the 
generous donation from 
the Oregon Park District’s 
presenting sponsor, E.D. 
Etnyre & Co. 

The athletes entered 
the ceremony to the horns 
played by Oregon Junior 
Senior High School teach-
ers Miles Beske, Andy 
Eckardt and Zach Hall.

The Star Spangled Ban-
ner was performed by the 
quartet of Mark Tremble, 
Miles Beske, Andy Eck-

ardt and Zach Hall.
Following introduc-

tions by Oregon Park 
District Executive Director 
Erin Folk and Neal Trainor, 
Oregon Park District VOP 
coordinator, the athletes 
enjoyed hearing from 
OJSHS Principal Dr. Hei-
di Deininger. Deininger 
spoke to the character and 
strengths the athletes pos-
sess. Sportsmanship was 
the common theme over 
the past 10 weeks.

Medals were presented 
to the following athletes:

Event one: Football 
- longest throw: Gold 
– Cameron (Rochelle), 
Silver – Clo (DeKalb) and 
Bronze – Karl (Stillman 
Valley).

Event two: Football 
- best accuracy throw:  
Gold – Matthew (Stillman 
Valley), Silver – Jessica 
(Lindenwood) and Bronze 
– Chris (Rochelle).

Event three: Basketball 
- speed dribble: Gold – 
Adon (Rochelle), Silver – 
Austin (Byron) and Bronze 
– Sue (Leaf River).

Event four: Basketball 
- most lay ups: Gold – JR 
(Stillman Valley), Silver 
– Matthew (Stillman Val-
ley) and Bronze – Chris 
(Rochelle). 

Event five: Basketball 
- dribble down and back: 
Gold – Brian (Oregon), Sil-
ver – Tony (Lindenwood) 
and Bronze – Darren (Polo) 
and Sam (Holcomb). 

Event six: Hockey - lon-
gest shot: Gold – JR (Still-
man Valley),  Silver – Ben 
(Oregon) and Bronze – Liz 
(Oregon).

Event seven: Hockey 
- most saves: Gold – 
Summer (Oregon), Silver 
– Cameron (Rochelle) and 
Bronze – Rebecca (Byron).

Event eight: Soccer 
- speed/dribble control: 

Village of Progress Winter Games awards ceremony held

Gold – Rachel (Mt. Mor-
ris), Silver – Jim (Oregon) 
and Bronze – Clo (DeKalb) 
and Tim (Oregon).

Event nine: Soccer - 
most goals:  Gold – Hope 
(Rochelle), Silver – James 
(Rochelle) and Bronze – 
Sharon (Rockford).

Event 10: Soccer - 
most saves: Gold – Stacey 
(Oregon), Silver – Sherri 

(Rochelle) and Bronze – 
Darren (Polo)

Awards
These athletes demon-

strated sportsmanship, 
enthusiasm and leadership 
at every turn.  Winners 
in each category were: 
Football MVP – Cameron 
(Rochelle), Basketball 
MVP – Matthew (Stillman 

Valley), Hockey MVP – 
JR (Stillman Valley and 
Soccer MVP – Hope (Ro-
chelle).

The ceremony conclud-
ed with everyone’s favorite 
activity….dancing. The 
crowd joined Oregon Park 
District and Village of 
Progress for the YMCA, 
Macarena and the chicken 
dance.

The Oregon Park District hosted the second annual Winter Games Awards 
Ceremony on Thursday, March 23. The ceremony is a culmination of 10 weeks of 
competitive games with the Village of Progress.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

URBANA – 4-H youth 
across the state have been 
honored for their career 
achievements in the 4-H 
program.

The State 4-H Experi-
ence Award offers recog-
nition for members who 
took part in activities and 
events in the categories of 
Participation, Community 
Service, Leadership, and 
Project Mastery. In order 
to qualify for the award, 
4-H members must have 
expanded their 4-H ex-
perience beyond just the 
county level.

“4-H encourages and 
provides supports for youth 
to develop mastery in their 
chosen subject area, but we 
also encourage youth to use 
those skills in leadership 
roles,” Lisa Diaz, Univer-
sity of Illinois Extension 
assistant dean and 4-H di-
rector, said. “These awards 
recognize youth who have 
pledged to use their head, 
heart, hands and health to 
support their communities 
and their world.”

Youth choose learning 

Ogle County 4-H youth honored for 
career achievement and leadership

Emerald Level Award winners of the State 4-H Experience Award included Gracie 
Prose, Ogle County.

pathways and are encour-
aged to find 4-H experienc-
es to explore at the county, 
state and national levels.

“4-H experiences take 
place at the community 
level, but there are oppor-
tunities to expand youth 
experiences,” Diaz said. 
“These youth have pushed 
themselves to new limits 
and expanded their worl-
dview in order to qualify 
for these awards.” 

Diamond Level awards 
recognize youth who com-
pleted six or more experi-
ences in one of the three 
dimensions, with at least 
four experiences beyond 
the county level. The 
Diamond Level awards 
are sponsored by Dwight 
Huffstutler, James and 
Sharon Walker, Wilbur 
and Marilyn Nelson and 

Gary and Cecilia Bal-
ke. The Emerald Level 
award recognizes youth 
who completed eight or 
more experiences in one 
of the three dimensions, 
with at least four of those 
experiences beyond the 
county level and at least 
two at the state, national, 
or international level.  The 
Emerald Level awards are 
sponsored by Bill and Jane 
Wyffels, Carrol and Patsy 
Bolen, Sandra Lignell, and 
Doug and Edith Block.

Emerald Level Award 
winners in Leadership 
include Gracie Prose, Ogle 
County

The Deb Stocker Award 
honors an exceptional 
member of the 4-H Youth 
Leadership Team. Gracie 
Prose of Ogle County was 
this year’s recipient.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

ROCHELLE – The 
intersections of Springdale 
and Crest Lane, Crest Lane 
and North Knoll Drive, 
Ridge Road and Crest Lane, 
and Brookside and North 
Knoll Drives, will be under 
construction beginning 
April 3 at 7 a.m. through 
June 16. 

The city’s contractor, 
Porter Bros. Construction, 
will be replacing storm 
drainage inlets, manholes 

and pipe at various loca-
tions along these streets. 
The project will also in-
clude pavement, curb and 
sidewalk removal and re-
placement in various loca-
tions within and adjacent to 
the intersections mentioned 
herein. Residents can ex-
pect streets within the work 
zone area to be frequently 
shut down to one lane of 
traffic until June 16.

Work is expected to 

be substantially complete 
June 16 and is subject to 
weather. Advance warning, 
detour and other temporary 
traffic control devices will 
be posted near the affected 
area. Please use caution 
while traveling in this area 
and pay special attention to 
the advanced warning sig-
nage, road closed signage 
and other temporary traffic 
control devices within or in 
advance of the work zone.  

Subdivision construction underway
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Belvidere Collectible Coins

880 Belvidere Road • Belvidere, IL

www.goldsilverjewelrycoin.com

We Pay Highest Prices For Gold, Silver, Platinum, 
Jewelry, Coins, Flatware, Dental & Bullion

10% More For Jewelry
With This Ad!

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9:30am-5:00pm • Sat. 10:30am-2pm

~ Call For Directions ~  (815) 547-7111

Call:
Andrew Heiserman 815-561-2123 • Christel Ackland 815-561-2153 • Chris Grimm 815-561-2125

Be included in the Antiques & Collectibles spotlight!

From page 1

“The important thing is 
that Unity Hospice wants 
to provide the best care. 
It’s not just medical care, 
but it’s the body, mind and 
spirit. That’s what we’re 
looking for. A lot of our 
volunteers provide that 
support.”

Chick started volunteer-
ing with Unity in January 
2021. That was during 
the pandemic, and Unity 
would bring her projects to 
do from home. In Septem-
ber of that year, she started 
in-person office work, put-
ting together care packages 
for patients and going to 
nursing homes to do hand 
massages for patients.

Later on, Chick ex-
pressed to a previous vol-
unteer coordinator that 
she’d like to start helping 
by talking to families after 
their loved one passes.

“I felt like over the years 
I’d learned a lot about grief 
and I’ve helped a lot of 
people with grief,” Chick 
said. “I lost my son, my 
mom at a young age, and I 
lost all three of my brothers 
in about 4.5 years. As time 
went on, helping others 
through their grief was just 
a good outlet for me and 
I had a lot of help in my 
processing. This is what I 
mainly do now.”

Helping people with 
their grief is enjoyable for 
Chick, and after speaking 
with families on Unity’s 
behalf she can put them 
in touch with a chaplain 
that will stay in touch with 
them. 

“I make sure he knows 
which ones are of concern,” 
Chick said. “If I hear some-
thing in their voice, I have 
our chaplain reach out. No 

matter what age the loved 
one is, grief is hard. Most of 
ours are elderly, but people 
have trouble adjusting.”

Chick found time to 
volunteer after her home-
based business was deemed 
nonessential in 2020 during 
COVID-19. Through the 
process of that summer, 
she was trying to stay oc-
cupied and Unity opened 
up a door to volunteering. 
She believes her volunteer 
work has helped her with 
her own personal grief. To 
manage that, helping others 
is an outlet she needs.

“I retired earlier than I 
thought I would and this 
is still a way to show that 
I care,” Chick said. “I like 
making people feel better. 
This is another way to do 
that. Grief is a hard process 
to deal with. The fact that 
I can kind of validate all 
that they’re going through, 
I empathize and sympa-
thize and make sure they 
understand any feelings 
that come with grief are 
perfectly natural. And there 
are ways to process that.”

Etchison said Chick’s 
work is crucial to Unity’s 
work with families after 
their loved one passes. 
The organization provides 
counseling for up to 13 
months after a loved one 
passes. At the beginning of 
that process, Chick lends 
a listening ear and checks 
in on families to see how 
they’re doing and what 
support they may need.

“It’s incredible and 
I’m so glad Donna want-
ed to get involved and 
can take her experiences 
and give back,” Etchison 
said. “That’s a big thing 
with hospice volunteers in 
general. A lot of them are 
people who want to give 

back or have experienced 
their own grief. I overhear 
the calls sometimes and 
I’m so impressed with ev-
erything she says to them. 
We always want our staff 
to meet patients where they 
are and see where they’re 
coming from and provide a 
listening ear. I know she’s 
doing everything she can 
to provide support for our 
families.”

After working as a Unity 
nurse, Carpenter became 
a full-time caregiver for a 
family member and found 
extra time that she chose 
to spend sewing for Unity 
patients after she saw a 
need for it. She learned 
to sew as a child and has 
enjoyed it since.

“It’s something I can do 
at home that helps some-
body else,” Carpenter said. 
“If I can make somebody’s 
day, that’s awesome. I think 
Unity is a great hospice 
service. I think they love 
their patients and have a 
desire to make them as 
comfortable as possible 
and treat them like kings 
and queens.”

Carpenter started off 
sewing memory pillows 
for patients and then started 
making clothes adjust-
ments for patients, which 
can be requested by nurses. 
Carpenter will sew but-
tons or Velcro on shirts so 
patients can put them on 
themselves. She takes on 
any special sewing projects 
for patients. Her biggest 
project recently was for 
Unity’s veterans program, 
where she used recycled 
jeans from various com-
munity members to make 
blankets for patients featur-
ing their military histories.

“Annie asked me about 
veteran blankets and I gave 

them a try and I’ve had fun 
doing those,” Carpenter 
said. “I’ve also written 
some cheer mail and I enjoy 
writing letters to people to 
hopefully give them a little 
smile.”

Unity Hospice, which 
has a Rochelle office, 
meets its patients and 

volunteers where they are 
in 17 counties in North-
ern Illinois. Volunteers 
visit patients in the area 
they reside and work on 
assignments that meet the 
reasons that they wanted 
to get involved.

Unity Hospice and Pal-
liative Care has a number 

of volunteer opportunities 
including patient care, 
administrative, student in-
terns, bereavement, Paws 
for Patients, music & 
memory, veteran to veteran 
and more. 

To learn more informa-
tion, visit unityhospice.
com/volunteer.

Deb Carpenter is a former Unity nurse and now helps with volunteer projects. 
She makes quilts and does sewing work for patients. She’s made memory pillows, 
veteran blankets and has made patients’ clothing easier for those that struggle to 
dress themselves. 

(COURTESY PHOTO)

UNITY: Hospice center volunteers giving back to local families

On Friday, March 31, violent winds from a storm that hit the region resulted in several trees being uprooted at both Fairways Golf Course and Memorial Park. Facebook 
posts by Fairways Golf Course said it closed following the storm damage for cleanup and reopened Tuesday. It thanked Timbermen Tree Service, the Kishwaukee golf 

team and volunteers for help with cleanup. Among the uprooted trees at Memorial Park was a tree planted in 1923 to honor Rochelle’s World War I dead. Flagg 
Township Museum Historian Tom McDermott and his granddaughter took cuttings from the 100-year-old tree in a hope that there can be replanting for it to live on.

Friday storm hits Rochelle, topples 100-year-old tree planted in honor of World War I veterans
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Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

Since 1976

621 First Ave., Rochelle 621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784(815) 562-8784
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Support Community    Shop Local&

To be included, contact Chris Ackland at 815-561-2153  
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@unityhospice

CALL UNITY:
(815) 561-8866

915 N. Caron Rd.
Rochelle, IL

• Care provided by the entire hospice 
team: physician, nurse, social worker, 
certified nursing assistant, chaplain, 
dietitian, pharmacist, and volunteers.

• Care is individualized and based on 
the patient’s and family’s goals of 
comfort and quality of life.

• Supplies, equipment and medications.
• Service where the patient resides.
• Specialize in pain & symptom 

management.
• Spiritual enrichment and bereavement 

counseling.
• Ancillary Therapies: Music, Physical/

Occupational, Speech, Massage, Pet, 
etc.

• Ability to provide education to 
caregivers and family members.

• On-call nurse available 24/7.
• Volunteers providing special attention 

and stimulation.
• Assistance with advance directives 

and community support.
• Provide Education to those we  

care for

WHO IS  
UNITY HOSPICE?

07012020

ELKHORN, Wis. — 
Gayle A. Sweger, 82, for-
merly of Rochelle, passed 
away Sunday, April 2 at 
Whispering Willows As-
sisted Living in Elkhorn, 
Wisconsin. She was born 
July 1, 1940, in Higley, 
Arkansas, the daughter of 
Fred and Florene (King) 
Sonderegger.  On Sept. 7, 
1958, she married Marvin 
Wesley Sweger in Chow-
chilla, California. 

Gayle was a loving and 
devoted wife, mother and 
grandmother. She enjoyed 
camping, square dancing, 
traveling and spending 
time with family. She was 
very devoted to Jesus and 
enjoyed attending her 
church, Full Gospel Fel-
lowship in Flagg Center.  

Gayle is survived by 
four children, Marvin 
(Pam) Sweger, Jr. of By-
ron, Diane (Steve) Woody 
of Carthage, Mississippi, 
Sondra (Ken Felten) Koske 
of Walworth, Wisconsin 
and Christine (Shelly) 
Korrow of Savanna; a 
brother, Fred Sonderegger 
of Georgetown, Texas; a 
sister, Anna Bustante of 
Chowchilla, California; 
seven grandchildren: Eliz-
abeth, Nicholas, Wesley 
John, Josh, Gary Allen, 
Shawn, Zack; eight great 
grandchildren: Alyssa, 
Abigayle, Cordell, Emma, 
Peyton, Emma Jo, Lillyan-
na and Lincoln; one great 
grandchild on the way, 
Rowan; and six great-great 
grandchildren, Catherine, 

STEWARD — The 
amazing Allison “Ace” 
Leona VanHaelst entered 
her heavenly home on 
March 29. She was sur-
rounded by her family and 
devoted parents, Emilie 
and David. Ace was greet-
ed in heaven by her loving 
grandparents.

Born in Rockford on 
Aug. 17, 2009, Ace grew 
up in rural Steward. An 
intrepid bug hunter, she 
enjoyed exploring the out-
doors. She always found 
valuable rocks to add to 
her collection. Ace loved 
to create characters and 
give them life by authoring 
the stories that went with 
them. She liked reading 
graphic novels and was 
a most excellent video 
gamer. Her collection 
of stuffed animals, who 
were always considered 
her “friends,” not toys, 
was considerable and 
well-loved.

Most of all Ace cher-
ished her friendships. She 
never, ever met a stranger! 
Everyone was greeted 
with a sincere compliment 
and, to Ace, became a 
friend. We could go on and 
on because Ace loved life 
and everything it had to of-
fer. She was independent, 
outgoing, and confident 
beyond her years. She 
loved every single living 
creature since she was 
little and never needed to 
be told to be gentle – she 
was naturally gentle. Ace 
already knew she wanted 
a career in marine animal 
rescue and rehabilitation 
at Clearwater Marine 
Aquarium.

Ace wanted to make 
people smile more than 
anything. Between her 
“Fun Facts” and her duck 
jokes, she always did. 
Let us leave you with her 
favorite joke, an Original 
Ace Duck Joke: “What 

do ducks call their Con-
stitution?” Answer: “The 
Duck-laration of Indepen-
dence!”

Thank you, Ace, for 
living a life of such great 
love and joy.

Cremation care has 
been provided by the 
Unger-Horner Funeral 
Home, Rochelle. A cel-
ebration of life will be 
held at a later date. Those 
who wish to remember 
her in a special way may 
make gifts to the Make-
A-Wish Foundation, by 
visiting https://wish.org. 
Please visit www.ung-
erhomer.com to sign the 

Obituaries

Allison ‘Ace’ Leona 
VanHaelst

Gayle A. Sweger

Tilly, Wilder, Scarlett, Mak 
and Elizabeth. 

In addition to her par-
ents, Gayle was preceded 
in death by her husband, 
Marvin, and a sister, Jorita 
Hastings. 

The visitation will be 
from 5-7 p.m. Monday, 
April 10  at the Unger-Horn-
er Funeral Home, 400 N. 
6th St., Rochelle. The fu-
neral service will be held at 
10 a.m. Tuesday, April 11 
at the funeral home with 
Pastor Lowell Woolbright 
officiating. The burial 
will follow the service at 
Trinity Memory Gardens 
in Rochelle. 

Visit www.ungerhorner.
com to sign the online guest 
book. 

Ogle County Sheriff’s Department

ROCHELLE — On 
12:15 a.m. Samuel A. 
Kinn, 22, of Rochelle was 
arrested for an outstanding 
DeKalb County warrant 

for criminal damage to 
property and transferred.

All individuals are 
considered innocent until 
proven guilty.

OREGON  — On 
March 30 at 7:21 p.m. 
deputies conducted a traf-
fic stop in the 3,000 block 
of South Illinois Route 26. 
The driver, identified as 
Shireen E. Price, 50, of 
Springfield was arrested 
for driving while license 
suspended. Price was 
additionally arrested on 
warrants out of LaSalle 
County, Boone County 
and Dekalb County. Price 
was issued citations for 
speeding (75 miles per 
hour in a 55-miles per 
hour speed zone), expired 
registration and operating 
an uninsured motor vehi-
cle. Price was transported 
to the Ogle County Jail 
and held in lieu of bond. 
Deputies were assisted on 
scene by the Polo Police 
Department.

On March 31 at approx-
imately 1:37 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop at 
Division and Arlington 
Street in Polo. After an 
investigation, deputies 
arrested Cole Rajnowski, 
37, of Sterling for driving 
while license revoked 
and obstructed front side 
window. Rajnowski was 
transported to the Ogle 
County Jail where he is 
being held in lieu of bond.  
Rajnowski’s vehicle was 
towed from the scene.  

On April 1 at approx-
imately noon, deputies 
conducted a traffic stop on 
a grey Mitsubishi Lancer 
on Interstate 39 at mile 
marker 100. After con-
ducting an investigation, 
Yovany Antionio Men-
doza-Grande was placed 
under arrest for no valid 
license. Mendoza-Grande 
was issued an additional 
citation for illegal window 
tint. Mendoza-Grande 
was released from the 
scene on an I-bond and 
provided a future court 
date.  

On April 1 at approxi-
mately 1:07 a.m. deputies 
initiated a traffic stop on 
North Stillman Road at 
Wildwood Road. Upon 
further investigation, dep-
uties arrested Michael 
Pontnack, 55, of Chana, 
for driving while license 

suspended. Pontnack was 
released on an individual 
bond with a future court 
date given. Pontnack was 
cited for speed and sus-
pended registration. 

On April 2 at approxi-
mately 11:42 p.m. deputies 
initiated a traffic stop on 
Interstate 39 southbound 
at mile marker 111. Upon 
further investigation, dep-
uties arrested Kiara Ro-
sario, 23, of Channahon 
for unlawful possession 
of cannabis. Rosario was 
released on an individual 
bond with a future court 
date given. Rosario was 
cited for illegal window 
tint and an inoperable 
registration light. 

On April 2 at approxi-
mately 2:45 a.m. deputies 
were dispatched to the 
6,000 block of East Grist 
Mill Road in reference 
to a possible accident. 
After receiving further 
information, the vehicle 
was located in the 11,000 
block of East Hemstock 
Road. After examining 
the scene, it appeared 
that a silver BMW SUV, 
driven by Laurie Watson, 
46, of Rochelle, was trav-
eling westbound on East 
Hemstock Road. Watson 
lost control of the vehicle 
and entered the north 
ditch, uninjured. After an 
investigation, Watson was 
placed under arrest for 
driving under the influ-
ence of alcohol, resisting 
a peace officer and an 
active DeKalb County 
warrant. Watson was is-
sued additional citations 
for failure to reduce speed, 
improper lane usage, fail-
ure to report an accident 
as the driver, expired reg-
istration and operating an 
uninsured motor vehicle. 
Watson was transported 
to the Ogle County Jail, 
where she was held in lieu 
of bond. 

On April 2 at approxi-
mately 8:35 p.m. deputies 
initiated a traffic stop 
in the 16,000 block of 
East Illinois Route 72 
for an expired registra-
tion. Upon further inves-
tigation, deputies arrested 
Donald Edwards, 47, of 
Elgin, for no valid driv-
er’s license. Edwards was 
released on an individual 
bond with a future court 
date given. 

On April 2 at approxi-
mately 3:11 a.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop 
on North Illinois Route 
2 at Camling Road. Af-
ter a brief investigation, 
deputies arrested Anna N. 
Bender, 29, of Mt. Morris 
for driving while license 
suspended. Bender was 
taken into custody with-
out incident and released 
on the scene on a $2,500 
individual bond. Bender 
was additionally cited for 
disregarding an official 
traffic control device.   

On April 2 at 3:33 
a.m. deputies conduct-
ed a traffic stop in the 

10,000 block of East Grist 
Mill Road. After a short 
investigation, deputies 
arrested Gregory Tate, 
51, of Rochelle on an 
active arrest warrant for 
unlawful possession of a 
stolen firearm. Tate was 
transported to the Ogle 
County Jail and held on 
a $100,000 or 10 percent 
bond. Tate was scheduled 
to appear in court on April 
3 at 1 p.m.

On April 3 at 6:23 p.m. 
deputies conducted a traf-
fic stop on a blue Chevro-
let in the 14,000 block of 
East Illinois Route 64. As 
a result, deputies arrested 
Jose G. Mendoza Cruz, 
26, of Chicago for driving 
on a suspended license. 
Mendoza Cruz was addi-
tionally charged with pos-
session of stolen property. 
Mendoza Cruz was issued 
a citation for operating 
a vehicle with revoked 
registration. Mendoza 
Cruz was transported to 
the Ogle County Jail and 
released into the custody 
of jail staff. Deputies were 
assisted on scene by the 
Illinois State Police.

All individuals are 
considered innocent until 
proven guilty.

Distracted 
Driving

In honor of Distract-
ed Driving Awareness 
Month, the Ogle County 
Sheriff’s Office is part-
nering with the Illinois 
Department of Transpor-
tation, the Illinois State 
Police and more than 200 
local law enforcement 
agencies to step up en-
forcement efforts across 
the state. Motorists can 
expect to see increased 
patrols and traffic safe-
ty enforcement zones 
throughout April.

“Distracted driving is 
one of the leading causes 
of motor vehicle crash-
es on our roads today,” 
Sheriff Brian VanVickle 
said. “During Distract-
ed Driving Awareness 
Month, law enforcement 
will boost enforcement 
efforts, stopping anyone 
who is texting and driving. 
Remember, if you have a 
phone in one hand, you 
can expect a ticket in the 
other.”

In Illinois, using your 
phone in anything other 
than handsfree mode is 
not only dangerous, it’s 
illegal. Drop it and drive.

The Illinois distract-
ed driving campaign is 
funded with federal traffic 
safety funds administered 
by IDOT.

Deputies conduct traffic stops

Rochelle Police Department

One arrest made
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ROCHELLE — At its 
monthly meeting Monday, 
the City of Rochelle Plan-
ning & Zoning Commis-
sion held its first workshop 
amid the ongoing process 
of updating the city’s com-
prehensive plan. 

The planning & zoning 
commission will serve as 
the public forum as the 
city works to update the 
plan. The city adopted 
its first comprehensive 
plan in 1973 and its most 
recent update was in 2016 
while working with Teska 
& Associates.

The comprehensive 
plan is intended to provide 
a framework for future 
development and revital-
ization based on existing 
conditions, trends, goals 
and objectives. The plan 
is updated every 5-7 years. 
The city is again working 
with Teska & Associates 
to update the plan and the 
process will be led by its 
representative, Pete Iosue, 
who attended Monday’s 

meeting.
Outside of planning 

& zoning meetings, the 
city has also established 
a committee to update 
the comprehensive plan 
that includes Mayor John 
Bearrows, City Council-
woman Kate Shaw-Dick-
ey, Planning & Zoning 
Commissioner Claude 
McKibben, City Manager 
Jeff Fiegenschuh, Sustain-
ability Coordinator Molly 
Sedig, GIS Coordinator 
Casey Heuer and city 
community development 
department members. 
Other city staff members 
will also lend expertise 
to the committee on their 
specialized areas.

The committee will 
make suggested revisions 
to each chapter of the 
2016 plan before they go 
to the planning & zoning 
commission workshops 
for review and input.

Monday’s meeting con-
sisted of going through 
updates to the first three 
chapters of the city’s pre-
vious comprehensive plan 
including introduction, 

community development 
guidelines and planning 
strategies. 

The updates to the 
introduction of the com-
prehensive plan included 
“minor and straightfor-
ward” changes including 
striking language of ob-
jectives that have been 
completed or have become 
unachievable or irrelevant 
since 2016.

The discussion on the 
community development 
guidelines chapter updates 
included the level of prior-
ity that will be dedicated 
to the downtown and the 
city’s other corridors as 
well as improving housing 
in Rochelle.

The 2016 comprehen-
sive plan involved a strong 
priority for the revital-
ization of the downtown 
area, and progress has 
been made since. Planning 
& Zoning Commissioner 
Will McLachlan said 
Monday he wanted to 
make sure the new plan 
will reflect that progress 
and also focus on improv-
ing other corridors in the 

Zoning board holds first comprehensive plan workshop

At its monthly meeting Monday, the City of Rochelle Planning & Zoning 
Commission held its first workshop amid the ongoing process of updating the 
city’s comprehensive plan. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

city, while still keeping 
downtown improvement 
a priority.

“We focused so much 
on the downtown,” Mc-
Lachlan said. “For the next 
seven years or until it’s 
updated again, maybe we 
do focus more on some of 
those other corridors and 
not just on the downtown 
and southern corridors.”

Also discussed was 
housing, and language 
was changed to include 
exploring public-private 
partnerships for future 
housing opportunities.

The discussion on plan-
ning strategies involved 
encouraging all types of 
housing in the city, over-
all growth management 
strategy and incorporating 
recent census data into 
the plan.

May’s meeting will 
involve the city’s future 
land use plan and trans-
portation plan. June’s 
meeting will focus on 
community facilities & 
services and the utility 
plan. The final meeting 
will involve watershed 
management, economic 

development and plan 
implementation. A public 
hearing will also occur 
before final adoption. The 
planning & zoning com-
mission will vote on the 
plan for recommendation 
to the city council, which 
will ultimately vote on its 
adoption.

The meetings will oc-
cur on the first Monday of 
each month at 6 p.m. at city 
hall. The city encourages 
members of the public 
to attend the meetings 
and provide input on Ro-
chelle’s future direction.

From page 1

“The days when we 
only have 30-35 can be a 
little boring. But the days 
when we have 70, that’s 
a good day. It’s great. The 
more people we can help, 
the better.”

Two of the RCFP’s 
biggest donors are ALDI 
and Walmart. When its van 
comes back from those gro-
cery stores with donations, 
it’s full, Jacobs said. The 
food pantry also gets two 
deliveries a month from 
the Northern Illinois Food 
Bank at a reduced cost. So 
far, the community’s need 
hasn’t been anything the 
food pantry can’t handle, 
Jacobs said. Monetary do-
nations have also helped it 
to continue to offer services 
to anyone who needs them.

“We’re very lucky that 
we live in Rochelle,” Ja-
cobs said. “Rochelle is a 
very generous community. 
I don’t have any concern 
about meeting people’s 
needs in the future. Because 

we always seem to find a 
way to get it done. That’s 
why Christian is in our 
name. I’ve said it many 
times, we live in a great 
community.”

April is National Vol-
unteer Month, and Jacobs 
said that despite the recent 
pandemic, the RCFP’s 
volunteer numbers are right 
where he’d like them to be. 
Churches and local civic or-
ganizations send volunteers 
each week. 

Jacobs called the food 
pantry’s volunteers “in-
credible,” and he said it 
makes him proud to call 
Rochelle home.

“They always show up 
and we get the job done, no 
matter what gets thrown at 
us,” Jacobs said. “They’re 
just unbelievably good 
people. And they’re very 
kind, generous and treat the 
clients as well as they can be 
treated. I can’t say enough 
about our volunteers. And 
that speaks about the whole 
city. Every time a crisis 
comes to a family in this 

town, the whole town steps 
up and takes care of it. You 
don’t find that everywhere. 
We’re very fortunate. And 
I don’t think everybody 
knows that. We offer a lot.”

Jacobs himself made 
volunteering and giving 
back a goal when he retired. 
He was involved with the 
RACF for eight years to-
tal, including six as RACF 
board president.

“2020 was my last year 
there and I ran into Jennie 
O’Rorke at the From the 
Heart gala and started ask-
ing her about the pantry,” 
Jacobs said. “I came in 
and started volunteering 
and after a couple months I 
was asked to join the board. 
At the end of the year, they 
asked me to be president. 
I said whatever it takes to 
help. I like giving back.”

If you would like to make 
a donation to the Rochelle 
Christian Food Pantry or 
volunteer, contact the food 
pantry at 815-562-6654 
or rochellefoodpantry@
gmail.com.

PANTRY: Rochelle organization seeing record numbers

The Rochelle Christian Food Pantry added 300 new clients in 2022 and Board 
President Cal Jacobs said trends have stayed the same so far in 2023. In January, 
the RCFP saw an all-time record high of 475 visits.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct. 

Rochelle IL
We Accept Most 
Insurances and
Patients Without 

Insurance

Mon: 7:30 - 6pm, Wed: 7:30 - 6pm, Thurs: 8 - 1pm, Fri: 7:30 - 4pm
Some Saturday appointments available

11
04

20
20

We are now offering
LIPO MINO MIX injections

Introductory price $25 
Call for an Appointment! 
This lipotropic combination of B12 and 

methionine, an essential amino acid and 
other B vitamins can promote: 

Increase Fat metabolism 
Boost  Energy Level

Reduce appetite 

OREGON — Eagle’s 
Nest Art Group invites 
the public to attend its an-
nual Spring Membership 
Art Show. The opening 
reception is on Saturday, 
April 29 from 1 p.m. to 
4 p.m. Come to see some 
of the best in local art by 
local artists from Oregon, 
Mt. Morris, Byron, Dix-
on, Forreston, Rochelle, 
Sterling, Rock Falls and 
Rockford.

The show continues 
on Sunday, April 30 and 
Saturday and Sunday, 
May 6-7, from 1 p.m. to 
4 p.m.  The ENAG gallery 
is on the second floor of 
Conover Square Mall, 
located at 201 N. Third 
St., Oregon. An elevator 
is available.

Artists will be on hand 
to welcome you. Refresh-
ments will be served.

A wide variety of orig-
inal art will be on display 
including: oil, acrylic 

Eagle’s Nest Art Group 
Spring Show is April 29

& watercolor paintings, 
glass work, pottery, gourd 
art, calligraphy and draw-
ings. Also included is a 
fine selection of art prints 
and cards for sale.

In support of the 
Hands On Oregon proj-
ect, ENAG is selling spe-
cially marked art pieces. 
All of the proceeds go to 
help with the work of this 
non-for-profit community 
project. 

The annual art show is 
dedicated to celebrating 
the long history of art 

in this community. The 
Eagle’s Nest Art Group 
began in 1957 and con-
tinues to support the 
work of local artists with 
art shows, programs and 
classes. More information 
about the group will be 
available at the show.

The shops of Conover 
Square will be open 
during show hours. The 
show is free. Parking is 
plentiful.

For more information 
call (815)732-7783 or 
(815)734-6594.
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LOCAL VIEWS
Guest column

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages 
responsible letters to the editor on 
subjects of interest to our readers. 

Editing may be necessary for space, 
clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, 

but ideas will not be altered. All letters 
must bear the handwritten signature 
of the writer and include address and 
phone number or e-mail address for 

verification purposes. Neither the 
street address nor phone number 
will be printed. Letters should be 

typed or legibly handwritten, and no 
anonymous letters will be published. 

Any letters from boards or organizations 
must include at least one name of 

an individual. Any criticism of public 
officials should be limited to issues 
related strictly to their position or 
actions made in office, as personal 

attacks will not be published. Letters 
involving private disputes between 
the writer and a business will not be 

published. Political endorsements will 

be published, however letters from 
candidates endorsing themselves will 

not be printed. Letters may be dropped 
at the News-Leader office (211 IL Route 

38 East), mailed to the News-Leader (P.O. 
Box 46, Rochelle, IL 61068) or e-mailed 

(news@rochellenews-leader.com.) 
The News-Leader reserves the right to 

edit or reject any letter to the editor 
for any reason, and letters chosen for 
publication do not necessarily reflect 

the views of this newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

IL Sen. Brian Stewart
M104A State House
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0180

U.S. Con. Adam 
Kinzinger
1218 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-3635

* Denotes Chairman/President

IL Rep. Tom Demmer
314 Capitol
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

Chuck
Roberts

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes  bhayes@rochelleil.us
Rosaelia Arteaga  rarteaga@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                       dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
John Gruben  jgruben@rochelleil.us

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Dave Casey  dcillini94@gmail.com
Steve Builta  sbuilta@gmail.com
Ashley Jackson                      ajackson@d231.rochelle.net
Stephanie White                        swhite@d231.rochelle.net
Eric Van Hise  eric.vanhise@gmail.com
Trisha Vaughn                                      jrvtlv02@msn.com
Javier Zepeda  jzepeda@rthsd212.org

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Carol Hayenga  carol.hayenga@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas  bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Jacky Aguilera jacky.aguilera@rths212.org
Jeff Tilton  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Bobby Chadwick bobby.chadwick@rthsd212.org
Brian VanVickle                  brian.vanvickle@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board

Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodie Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Lloyd Droege  ldroege@oglecounty.org
Dan Miller  dmiller@oglecounty.org
Greg Sparrow  gsparrow@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Bruce McKinney bmckinney@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney  skenney@oglecounty.org
David Williams  dwilliams@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
Wayne Williams jwdw13@yahoo.com
Jennifer Payton  
*Tom Byro  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Steve Katzman  skatzman@essex1.com
Mike Kerns  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Mark Hibshman  
Curt Ward  caward92@comcast.net

Hillcrest Village Board
*Randy Salsbury  rsalsbury@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pittman  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Dan Potter dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Richard Rhoads  rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball  tball@hillcrestil.us
Renee Kerwin  rkerwin@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
*Bob Withrow  flaggtwp@rochelle.net
Joanna Patrick  flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
Susan Rothenberger assessor@rochelle.net
Scott Seebach  scottseebach@gmail.com
Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle  noggle62@gmail.com
Eric Gruben  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hagar  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
*Jaqueline Dickow dickow@comcast.net
Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net
Michael Scanlan scanlan@comcast.net
Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip          doobs12@comcast.net

AS lawmakers 
debated a bill 
this month to 

outlaw cat declawing, I 
couldn’t help thinking 
sometimes the best in-
tended legislation can 
have disappointing con-
sequences.

The legislation pits two 
well-intentioned groups 
against one another: an-
imal rights activists and 
veterinarians. Members 
of both groups love ani-
mals and want what they 
believe is best for them.

But their worldviews 
differ. 

Animal rights folks are 
the idealists who see the 
world as they believe it 
should be. 

The veterinarians, on 
the other hand, are prag-
matists who deal with the 
woes of four-legged crit-
ters and their two-legged 
owners every day.  

I’m the son and hus-
band of veterinarians. 
I’ve spent my entire life 
surrounded by their con-
cerns.

Cat declawing has 
fallen out of favor in the 
veterinary community. 
Most veterinarians I know 

– and I know many – do 
the procedure rarely. Our 
family cat has her claws 
and is a happy well-adjust-
ed member of our family. 

During the last 20 
years, my wife and I have 
rescued special needs cats 
and given them a home 
in our house. One was 
a victim of abuse where 
we believe a past owner 
deliberately broke its leg. 

Another was a kitten 
born without eyes that 
was found abandoned at 
the bottom of a drained 
swimming pool. Some-
one wanted the kitten 
destroyed, but my wife 
refused and we gave it a 
home for 13 years – much 
to the delight of our three 
then-young daughters.

We love cats. And, no, 
we have never declawed 
any of our own animals 
because we view it as an 
unnecessary surgery. 

But veterinarians also 
see difficult situations. 
They see the elderly client 
who brings in a cat she 
dearly loves but it keeps 
clawing her thin skin 
and leaving wounds that 
won’t heal. They see the 
child who is immunosup-

pressed, and his parents 
fear a playful scratch from 
a kitten could give way to 
an uncontrolled infection. 

It’s heartbreaking to 
think of these felines be-
ing taken from their loving 
homes. And sometimes 
there is no place for the 
cat to go. Shelters are 
often overcrowded and 
not taking new 
animals. And even 
if they do, the 
cat may spend 
many months in a 
cage waiting for a 
placement.

Worse yet, un-
wanted animals 
are often dumped 
in rural areas to 
fend for them-
selves. We feed plenty 
of abandoned cats on our 
front porch every night. 

Faced with these un-
desirable alternatives, 
some owners choose to 
euthanize their pet. 

Sometimes declawing 
is the only alternative to 
keeping an animal from 
meeting one of these fates. 
I wish that weren’t the 
case. But that’s the state 
of the world we live in.

A declaw surgery done 

well can be safe and the 
pain well managed. The 
long-term consequences 
can be minimal. 

House Bill 1533, spon-
sored by Rep. Barbara 
Hernandez, D-Aurora, 
aims to outlaw the surgi-
cal removal of any cat’s 
claws, with few excep-
tions. 

The measure 
recently passed 
the House and 
now goes to the 
Senate. 

Veterinarians 
say declawing has 
largely fallen out 
of favor but at 

times it is neces-
sary.

At the prompt-
ing of veterinarians, ex-
ceptions are carved out 
of the legislation allow-
ing declawing to protect 
the feline’s health. For 
example, a cat that keeps 
digging a rash raw could 
be declawed.

But no exceptions were 
made for cat owners 
who may have medical 
conditions that could be 
complicated by scratches.  

“Removing a cat’s 
body part because it’s 

convenient for a human, 
doesn’t make any sense 
–  especially because it’s 
cruel,” said Marc Ayers, 
Illinois director of the U.S. 
Humane Society. 

Hmm, I can think of 
plenty of tomcats who 
would just as soon not 
have one particular ap-
pendage removed but the 
Humane Society does 
support neutering.

“The big idea that we 
denied was the human 
exemption because we see 
that as a big loophole,” 
Rep. Hernandez told me. 
“Pretty much what they’re 
trying to do is give people 
who are immune com-
promised or have blood 
disorders or dementia a 
medical exemption to be 
able to declaw their cats. 
But by doing that, how 
are we going to prove that 
this person has a medical 
exception?”

She later added, “I 
think a lot of people could 
say, ‘Hey, I’m immune 
compromised.’ And leave 
the doors wide open for 
others.” 

Yes, it is possible an 
owner may lie about their 
own health to get a cat 

declawed. But if such a 
person were so unscru-
pulous, might they not 
choose to abandon or kill 
their pet if they can’t get 
it declawed? 

“Legislation to make it 
illegal can be problematic 
because we need to be able 
to use it as a last resort 
to prevent euthanasia,” 
said Dr. Amy Wolf, a 
Springfield veterinarian. 
“In situations like that we 
are helping cats. It’s the 
lesser of two evils.” 

And there’s the rub. 
Many veterinarians, such 
as Wolf, who do not per-
form declaws oppose the 
legislation because they 
know at times it is the best 
of several bad outcomes. 

Elective declawing is 
fading away on its own. 
But occasionally, in tough 
cases, it’s the best outcome 
for the cat.

Trying to legislate med-
ical procedures by legis-
lative fiat doesn’t make 
sense, it should remain 
in the capable hands of 
veterinarians.  

Scott Reeder, a staff writ-
er for Illinois Times, can 
be reached at sreeder@
illinoistimes.com. 

THE big fuss 
lately has been 
about the app 

(software application), 
TikTok. TikTok is owned 
by a China-based compa-
ny, ByteDance, which is 
subject to Chinese law, 
essentially the Peoples 
Liberation Army (PLA) 
— a well-known adver-
sary of the U.S. The PLA 
can compel any Chinese 
Company to do what-
ever it wants. TikTok in 
the U.S. lets users post 
short videos, provides 
entertainment, comedy, 
crazy antics, songs, lat-
est social-media trends, 
updates on your favorite 
celebrities, etc. In China, 
TikTok (called Douyin in 
China) is restricted to ed-
ucational subject matter, 
Chinese Communist Par-
ty propaganda, no enter-

tainment and a 40-minute 
limitation on viewing for 
youth. TikTok has over 
one billion world-wide 
users, or about 18 percent 
of all Internet users. 

The TikTok app deliv-
ers your information to 
other parties (at a price), 
although they do ask for 
your permission to do so 
for some items. If you 
click on “do not use,” 
that does not necessarily 
mean they will not use 
your information, since it 
is difficult to verify. It is 
easy to program an icon 
on your screen that when 
clicked does nothing. If 
they don’t have access to 
your information, there 
is no reason to provide 
free access to TikTok. 
There is no such thing 
as a free lunch. TikTok 
collects your personal 

information that you 
disclose when you create 
an account, your posts, 
your comments, your lo-
cation, your politics and 
many more tidbits, plus 
information it receives 
from cross-use websites, 
such as Facebook. 
When you sign up 
for Facebook, that 
information is de-
livered to TikTok 
(cross-use).  

Consumer Re-
ports found that 
TikTok can still 
track you, even 
if you do not have 
a TikTok account. Hun-
dreds of popular web-
sites embed tiny TikTok 
trackers, called pixels, 
which provide TikTok 
information such as your 
IP address, a unique ID, 
the page you visited, 

what you are searching 
for, etc. According to 
Consumer Reports, if you 
visit the United Method-
ist Church, WebMD or 
the national Girl Scout 
websites, you are tracked 
by TikTok. This is not un-

like other services 
such as Hotmail, 
Google and Yahoo 
who collect your 
data while you 
are using their ser-
vice, which they 
then typically sell 

to advertisers. 
TikTok, on the 

other hand, col-
lects your data and feeds 
you videos that you like, 
such that you become 
addicted, or receive mes-
saging that attempts to 
change your mind about 
certain topics. Research-
ers at Bangor University 

(England) indicate that 
TikTok is addictive be-
cause of the release of 
dopamine into the brain 
making a person feel 
good. TikTok, like other 
social media, is prone to 
negative commentary. 
Some of the videos de-
liver sexual lyrics and 
bad language in songs 
that may not be age-ap-
propriate for kids. There 
have been posts about dis-
ordered eating contests, 
self-harm and suicide. 

What is worrisome 
about TikTok when com-
pared to other websites 
such as Facebook, Twit-
ter, Instagram, Google, 
etc. is that it is controlled 
by the Chinese PLA. The 
PLA is a well-known ad-
versary of the U.S. as ev-
idenced by spy balloons, 
fentanyl proliferation in 

the U.S., cyber-attacks, 
etc. A technical paper 
entitled “The Unnatural 
Origin of SARS and New 
Species of Man-Made 
Viruses as Genetic Bio-
weapons” was written 
in 2015 by members of 
the PLA. 

In my opinion, TikTok 
should be banned in the 
U.S., along with all the 
cross-use programming 
that delivers information 
to TikTok, mainly be-
cause it is a propaganda 
arm of a major adversary 
to the U.S. We do not need 
another social media app 
that has as its underlying 
intention to significantly 
undermine U.S. society.    

With the proliferation 
of trackers on the Internet, 
perhaps we have already 
run out the clock regard-
ing privacy. 

TikTok: Have we run out the clock?

Legislation to outlaw cat declawing

Scott
Reeder
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COMMUNITY

Coffee Break
Call 815-561-2151 to submit names for birthdays and anniversaries

Birthdays & Anniversaries
April 6

Stephen Avila
Eddie Villalobos

Josh & Sarah Kulwicki 
(anniversary)

 
April 7

Arianna Grana
Anjelique Grana

Beckham Stockton
 

April 8
Jodi Prosser

Trevor Komadina
Timothy Avila

 
April 10

Johnny Gonzales
 

April 11
Bev Wiginton

Christine Doering
Chris & Christine Doering 

(anniversary)
 

April 12
Amber Lopez

Charles Peterman
 

April 14
Kristyn Sulser

April 16
Marissa Seldal
James Doering

April 18
Millie Danekas

 

April 19
Pastor Angelo Bonacquisti

 
April 21

Emma Waters
 

April 24
Lainie Arnold

Jose Tlapa
 

April 26
Evan Jones

 
April 30

Oakley Gonzales
Nora Bridgeman

Mar. 10 - Veronica Wicks, Rochelle, $25

Mar. 11 - Jay Eller, Amboy, $25

Mar. 12 - Danielle Bettner, Rochelle, $50

Mar. 13 - Rochelle Chamber, $25

Mar. 14 - Glen Hughes, Dixon, $25

Mar. 15 - Rosemary VanKirk, Rochelle, $25

Mar. 16 - Judith Urban, Loves Park, $25

Mar. 17 - Dena Doran, Princeton, $250

Mar. 18 - Brian Edwards, Rochelle, $25

Mar. 19 - Brittany Samp, Palos Heights, $50

Mar. 20 - Mike and Irma Seaworth, Holcomb, $25

Mar. 21 - Charlie Boonstra, Dixon, $25

Mar. 22 - Rochelle Chamber, $25

Mar. 23 - Troy Mowry, Rochelle, $25

Mar. 24 - David Glessner, Dixon, $25

Mar. 25 - Zekelman Employee, Rochelle, $25

Mar. 26 - Tara Richardson, Waterman, $50

Mar. 27 - HOPE of Ogle County, $25

Mar. 28 - Maria Hernandez, Rochelle, $25

Mar. 29 - Kaylee May, Rochelle, $50

Mar. 30 - Billy Gregg Evans, Rochelle, $25

Mar. 31 - From the Heart, Rochelle, $25

Apr. 1 - Adam Hall, Sycamore, $25

Apr. 2 - Sue Snyder, Phoenix, $50

Apr. 3 - The Kitchen Table, Rochelle, $25

Apr. 4 - Linda Alderks, Chana, $25

Apr. 5 - Liquor N Wine, Rochelle, $25

The Ogle County Sheriff’s Office recently congratulated Dalton Lewis on his graduation from 
DuPage County Corrections Academy.

Ogle County Sheriff’s Office congratulates Lewis on graduation

RIPON, Wis — Tanner 
Lager, a class of 2026 stu-
dent from Rochelle, was 

named to the fall 2022 
dean’s list at Ripon College.

To qualify for the dean’s 

list, students must achieve a 
3.4 grade point average or 
higher on a 4.0 scale and 

complete at least 12 cred-
its of regular letter-graded 
work.

Lager named to fall 2022 dean’s list at Ripon College
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ASHTON NEWS

Bar/Restaurant
Ralphie and Lulu’s
812 Main St., Ashton

815-453-2103

Community Building
Mills and Petrie Memorial 

Building
Hourly, daily rentals for 

your event
815-973-8397

Funeral Home
Beverage Lyons Funeral 

Home
601 Richardson Ave., 
Ashton, 815-453-2441 
beveragefamilyfh.com 

Insurance
Bradford Victor-Adams 

Mutual Insurance 
Company

120 W. South St., Franklin 
Grove

815-456-2334

Public Library
Mills and Petrie Memorial 

Library
704 First Street
815-453-2213

BAR
GRILL&

1/2
OFF! BO!

GO!

Mills and Petrie 
Memorial Library

704 First Street
815-453-2213

The Ashton-Franklin Center School District recently 
congratulated student Kate Viall for finishing as state 
runner up discovery star in ag placement at the state 

awards day in Decatur.

Viall finishes as state 
runner up for AFC FFA

DIXON – In honor 
of Distracted Driving 
Awareness Month, the 
Lee County Sheriff ’s 
Office is partnering with 
the Illinois Department 
of Transportation, the 
Illinois State Police and 
more than 200 local law 
enforcement agencies 
to step up enforcement 
efforts across the state. 
Motorists can expect to 
see increased patrols and 
traffic safety enforce-
ment zones throughout 
April.

“Distracted driving is 
one of the leading causes 
of motor vehicle crashes 

on our roads today,” Chief 
Deputy Derek Ranken 
said. “During Distract-
ed Driving Awareness 
Month, law enforcement 
will boost enforcement 
efforts, stopping anyone 
who is texting and driv-
ing. Remember, if you 
have a phone in one hand, 
you can expect a ticket in 
the other.”

In Illinois, using your 
phone in anything other 
than handsfree mode is 
not only dangerous, it’s 
illegal. Drop it and drive.

The Illinois distract-
ed driving campaign 
is funded with federal 

traffic safety funds ad-
ministered by IDOT.

St. Patrick’s 
Day

The Lee County Sher-
iff’s Office announced 
that it made zero driv-
ing under the influence 
arrests and issued three 
seat belt citations during 
the St. Patrick’s Day 
enforcement period. In 
total, Lee County Sher-
iff’s deputies conducted 
17 traffic stops. They 
also issued six speeding 
citations, one uninsured 
motorist citation and one 

warrant arrest.
“We strongly enforce 

traffic laws for one reason 
– to save lives,” Chief 
Deputy Derek Ranken 
said.

The Lee County Sher-
iff’s Office joined forces 
with state and local law 
enforcement and high-
way safety partners in 
the St. Patrick’s Day 
enforcement campaign. 

The St. Patrick’s Day 
enforcement campaign 
was funded by federal 
highway safety funds 
administered by the Il-
linois Department of 
Transportation.

Lee County Sheriff’s Office urges 
motorists to “Drop It and Drive”

Conner, Buhrow accepted into collegiate academic programs
The Ashton-Franklin Center School District recently announced that student Clover Conner has been 

accepted to Sauk Valley Community College’s Academy for the 2023-24 school year. Each year SVCC selects 
high achieving juniors to attend their senior year on campus at SVCC. Dual credit courses, high rigor, service 

and leadership will drive Clover’s senior year. The AFC School District also recently congratulated student 
Andrea Buhrow on being asked to be part of the James Scholar Program at the University of Illinois. 

The Ashton-Franklin Center School District recently recognized its third quarter 
honor roll students for the 2022-2023 school year.

Ashton-Franklin Center School District recognizes 
third-quarter honor roll students for 2022-23 school year

The Ashton-Franklin Center School District recently 
thanked Whispering Pines Reindeer Ranch for host-

ing its animal science class on March 24. Students 
learned all about reindeer, their diets and behaviors 

and got to interact with several reindeer.

Ashton-Franklin Center animal 
science class visits Whispering 

Pines Reindeer Ranch
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SPORTS FORGING THEIR SKILLS
 
Forge Wrestling Club competed at the 
Naperville Central Developmental meet. 
 
See page 7 for more details
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RTHS Softball

Jacksonville Jamboree
Lady Hubs head south for tournament games at Future Champions Complex

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

JACKSONVILLE — 
The Rochelle Lady Hub 
varsity softball team made 
a spring break trip down 
south for the High School 
Jamboree tournament at 
the Futures Sports Com-
plex in Jacksonville late 
last week. Rochelle battled 
against Burlington Central 
and Dundee-Crown, drop-
ping both contests. The 
Lady Hubs (0-3, 0-0 Inter-
state 8) will face Plano on 
the road Monday evening.

“I thought we looked 
really good behind the 
plate,” head coach Deanna 
Jacobs said. “It was a good 
trip and it was nice to get 
a full game in and start 
building a tradition for our 
program.”

Burlington 
Central

Rochelle started the 
tournament with a 13-0 
loss against the Rockets on 
Friday. Burlington Central 
took a 2-0 lead in the first 
inning, where Emily Raf-
ferty brought Danielle 
Durckel home on an RBI 
groundout before Allie 
Botkin scored on a passed 
ball. The Rockets surged 
ahead in the second inning, 

tallying five runs on three 
walks, two singles and one 
error to command a 7-0 
advantage. Lana Garrett 
and Botkin each slapped 
RBI singles for the Rockets 
in the frame.

Rochelle had two bat-
ters reach base in the 
bottom of the second in-
ning, with junior Macy 

Belmonte hitting a single 
and senior Adamaris Be-
tancourt drawing a one-out 
walk. But a strikeout and 
a groundout ended the 
scoring threat for the Lady 
Hubs, who trailed 12-0 
after the Rockets scratched 
five more runs in the top 
of the fourth inning. Anna 
Sanders singled and scored 

on an error before Makayla 
McEwan belted a two-run 
double into deep right 
field. Singles from Hannah 
Rindner and Olivia Sutton 
enabled two more runners 
to cross home plate.

Junior Ella Alfano 
notched her second single 
of the game for the Lady 
Hubs in the bottom of the 

third inning, but consecu-
tive groundouts stranded 
Alfano at second base. 
Burlington Central iced the 
win with one run in the top 
of the fifth inning, where 
Sanders scored on an error.

Dundee-Crown
Rochelle closed out the 

tournament with a 12-0 

loss against the Chargers 
in a rain-shortened game 
that lasted less than three 
innings. 

The Lady Hubs fell into 
a deep hole early, with 
Dundee-Crown scoring 
11 runs in the first inning 
before adding one more 
insurance run in the second 
inning.

The Rochelle Lady Hub varsity softball team made a spring break trip down south for the High School Jamboree tournament at the Futures 
Sports Complex in Jacksonville late last week. Rochelle faced Burlington Central and Dundee-Crown in tournament action.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

RTHS Boys Tennis

Doubles rally results in win over Belvidere North
Rochelle netters surge back to secure 3-2 home victory against Blue Thunder

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Better 
communication fueled the 
fire for senior Paul Swartz 
and freshman Mark Green 
as the duo worked together 
to erase a one-set deficit 
during the Rochelle Hub 
varsity tennis team’s non-
conference home match 
against Belvidere North on 
Monday evening.

With assistant coach 
John Michael Loggins 
coaching the first-year 
varsity players up, Swartz 
and Green successfully 
rallied in the second set, 
overcoming a two-game 
deficit and forcing a third-
set tiebreaker, where the 
boys closed the match in 
dominant fashion to se-
cure a 4-6, 6-4, 10-3 win 
over Alex Valenzuela and 
Tyler Sanders at the No. 3 
doubles court. The duo’s 
comeback proved to be the 
deciding match point for 
the Hubs, who ultimately 
edged the Blue Thunder 
3-2.

“We were down 3-1 in 
the second set and were 
teetering on the edge of 
losing that set, but my 
partner Mark kept nailing 
his serves and that gave us 
the momentum we needed 
to take the set and roll 
through the tiebreaker,” 
Swartz said. “Coach Log-
gains came over when we 

were down and said that we 
needed to start talking to 
each other more. We started 
to motivate each other from 
that point on and if we made 
a mistake, we’d pick each 
other up and move on.”

Belvidere North took 
the early lead over Ro-
chelle (2-1, 0-1 Interstate 
8) on Monday, with the 
Blue Thunder taking both 
singles matches. Junior 
Jimmy Chavez fell 0-6, 
0-6 against Spencer Kohls 
on the No. 1 singles court, 
while senior Evin Odle 
managed two games in a 
2-6, 0-6 loss to Jack Dick-
erson on the No. 2 singles 
court. The Hubs claimed 
their first match point at 
the No. 2 doubles court, 
where senior John Green 
and junior Parker Lenkaitis 
showed dominance in their 
6-4, 6-1 victory over Aidan 
Alexander and Jack Stolp.

Action then moved to 
the No. 1 doubles court, 
where seniors David Wan-
ner and Owen Haas main-
tained a steady advantage 
en route to a 6-4, 6-4 victory 
over Ben Leake and Kyle 
Williamson. Monday’s 
doubles win will likely be 
one of many this season 
for the two talented senior 
players, who teamed up 
to claim the Interstate 8 
Conference title at No. 1 
doubles last spring.

“We have a lot of expe-
rience and we have a lot 

of depth,” Wanner said. 
“Owen and I won the 
conference championship 
in doubles last season and 
that was awesome, but we 
have a goal of making it to 
state this season. We have 
to make something happen 
at the sectional, but I think 
we can do that... Our team 
chemistry is a strength and 
we know how to pick each 
other up when we’re in a 
lull. We also know how to 
keep each other going when 
we’re playing well.”

While Wanner and Haas 
closed out their win on the 
No. 1 doubles court, Swartz 
and Green were busy ral-
lying back to extend their 
No. 3 doubles match into a 
third-set tiebreaker, where 
the senior and freshman 
kept the ball in play and put 
their Belvidere North op-
ponents on the defensive. 
Both matches concluded 
almost simultaneously, 
with Rochelle taking both 
points to clinch the match 
victory.

“It was a huge con-
fidence booster for me, 
especially after a tough loss 
against LaSalle-Peru last 
week,” Swartz said. “I had a 
different partner today, but 
he stepped up and I was able 
to match his play. Getting 
that swagger back was big 
for me and getting the team 
win in a close match is nice 
because we know we’re 
capable of coming through 

in the clutch.”

LaSalle-Peru
The Rochelle Hub var-

sity tennis team opened 
Interstate 8 Conference 
play with a 4-1 loss against 
LaSalle-Peru on the road 
Tuesday evening. Seniors 
John Green and Owen Haas 
combined to score the lone 
match point for the Hubs 

(1-1, 0-1 Interstate 8), win-
ning their match 3-6, 6-3, 
6-2 over Andrew Bollis and 
Danny Santoy on the No. 1 
doubles court.

Junior Jimmy Chavez 
took three games in a 2-6, 
1-6 loss against Adam 
Kasperski at the No. 1 sin-
gles court, while freshman 
Mark Green played a close 
second set in his 1-6, 4-6 

loss against Michael Peters 
at the No. 2 singles court. 
Junior Parker Lenkaitis and 
senior Evin Odle fell 0-6, 
0-6 against Jon Milota and 
Michael Milota at the No. 
2 doubles court, with se-
niors Paul Swartz and Jace 
Whitehead hanging tough 
in a 3-6, 5-7 loss to Colin 
Krug and Riley O’Brien 
at the No. 3 doubles court.

Senior Owen Haas lunges for a return shot during the Rochelle Hub varsity tennis 
match against Belvidere North on Monday.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

ADVERTISE YOUR 
BUSINESS HERE!
Great Rate - Great Spot!

Call Mike @ 815-561-2124 or email 
mfeltes@oglecountylife.com

01252021

Tue-Fri 9am-4pm • Sat 9am-1pm • Sun & Mon Closed429-433 Lincoln Hwy. Rochelle, Illinois
815-562-8765 | hubcityfurniture.com

Celebrate Easter Dinner on Celebrate Easter Dinner on 
a New Dining Room Table!a New Dining Room Table!

HUB CITY FURNITUREHUB CITY FURNITURE
04052023
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The businesses featured on this page are 

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”
I’m looking forward to serving your needs for insurance and 
financial services.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
CALL ME TODAY.

Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc 
Shane B Huber, Agent

221 E. IL Rt. 38 
Rochelle, IL 61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Diana Alanis, MDCaring for your 
family’s health from 

infant to adults.
For appointment, please call

815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct, Rochelle, IL 61068

Most Insurance Accepted

Accepting 
New Patients

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

815 561 4035!

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto  Home Improvement   Vacation

Jami Hackman & Kristen Stover

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle

H
S
20

16

Jami Hackman • Tonia Holland

Se Habla
Español

BUY HERE – PAY HERE
You Work - You Drive

1400 N 7th St
Corner of Flagg Rd & Hwy 251 N

227 E. Rt 38 • Rochelle, IL

815-562-8706
www.rochellechiropractic.com
Now Accepting New Patients!

Licensed and Insured
24 Hour Emergency Service

815-562-4937
500 Cleveland Avenue

Berg-Johnson
Electric

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

FREE ESTIMATES

“Proudly Serving The Rochelle Area Since 1945”

H
S

F
2
0
1
5

Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

#4061/#83-3198

Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

101 Maple Ave • Rochelle, IL 61068
815.562.7057 •  hub-remsen.com

GO HUBS!GO HUBS!

• Collision Repair • New/Preowned Vehicles
• 24 Hour Towing • Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

We are Ogle County’s
only GM Dealer!

Come visit us!

815-562-8787 • www.jeffperrychevrolet.com
BUICK • CADILLAC • JEEP • CHRYSLER

We are 
Ogle 

County’s 
only 

GM Dealer!
• Collision Repair
• 24 Hour Towing

• New/Preowned Vehicles

• Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes  

and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181

www.rochellehospital.com
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Tim & Roger Bruns, 
Owners

Established 1997

FREE 
ESTIMATES!

• Residential 
& Commercial 

Concrete
• Additions

815-561-0099
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

• Large menu of foods
• Rochelle’s famous chicken

by the dinner or bucket
• Hand dipped ice cream

(16 flavors)
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251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039
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SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

200 Steward Road

800.262.1680
www.johnsontractor.com

Dine In • Carry Out •  
• Home Delivery • Pizza • Pastas • 

• Sandwiches • Salads •  
• and Lots More!

209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8792

www.meyersfurniture.com

815.562.7300 
Delivery & Curbside Pick Up

1071 N 7th St, Rochelle, IL

Enjoy a 15% Discount 
when Ordering Online at 

VincesPizzainRochelle.com

SSINCE 1INCE 1967967

802 Main Street  • 815-453-2677

Homemade Cooking, Small Town Atmosphere 
Daily Specials

• Breakfast Served All Day
• Beer & Wine Served All Day

 • Free Wi-Fi
Dine-In & Carryout

Open Tues-Sat 7AM-8PM, Sun 7AM-2PM, Monday Closed Lic# 055-013999

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

Since 1976

621 First Ave., Rochelle 621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784(815) 562-8784

815-453-7500

Open Mon-Sat 9AM-9PM & Sun 9AM-5PM

• Groceries,
• Hand Cut Meats,
  Deli & Produce
• Liquor, Wine & Beer
• Cigarettes & More
• Bar with Video Gaming 
  & Slot Machines

HUB SPOTLIGHT
Caleb

Dreska

Year: Freshman

Sport: Track & Field

Miles

Hunley

Year: Freshman

Sport: Track & Field

Q: How many years have you 
been playing this sport?

A: Since eighth grade.
Q: What do you enjoy most 

about this sport?
A: Going to meets because 

the atmosphere and the 
excitement are the best.

Q: What is your favorite school 
subject and why?

A: English because I enjoy my 
teacher and writing essays.
Q: Who is your favorite 

athlete and why?
A: Noah Lyles because I watch 
a lot of his 200-meter training 

videos and I implement his 
training.

Q: Who is your biggest role 
model and why?

A: My dad because he 
always encourages me no 

matter what I do.
Q: What is your dream job and 

why?
A: To be a pro bodybuilder 

because while the pay may be 
great, you can have a free 

schedule besides going to the gym.
Q: Where would your dream 

vacation be and why?
A: Zion National Park 

because I enjoy hiking and 
being out in nature.

Q: What is your favorite thing 
about being a student-athlete at 

RTHS?
A: Every teammate and coach 

encouraging and helping you to 
do better.

Q: How many years have you 
been playing this sport?

A: Since I was 7 or 8 years old.
Q: What do you enjoy most 

about this sport?
A: Running and the adrenaline 

rush while sprinting.
Q: What is your favorite school 

subject and why?
A: Math because I like solving 

problems.
Q: Who is your favorite 

athlete and why?
A: Usain Bolt and Ja Morant 
because they’re successful.

Q: Who is your biggest role 
model and why?

A: Usain Bolt because he’s 
fast and he’s an amazing 

world record  holder.
Q: What is your dream job and 

why?
A: To be a mechanic or a 

construction worker because they 
seem to make good money.

Q: Where would your dream 
vacation be and why?

A: France because the Eiffel 
Tower seems so cool to see.

Q: What is your favorite thing 
about being a student-athlete at 

RTHS?
A: Supporting the school in 

any way I can.
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SPORTS

What Service
Do You Offer?

Advertise Here
Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Heating & Air Conditioning

Gutters, Roofing & Siding

COMMUNITY BOARD
Need to get the word out about a product Need to get the word out about a product 

or service you offer? or service you offer? 
Give us a call at 815-562-4171. Give us a call at 815-562-4171. 

We can reach over 9,000 homes!We can reach over 9,000 homes!

Concrete

• Residential &  
Commercial Concrete
• Additions

815-561-0099
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE  
ESTIMATES!

Plumbing, Heating 
& Cooling

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784

Since 1976
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T-Byrd Lanes

Local bowlers take home Youth League and High School League awards from T-Byrd Lanes
T-Byrd Lanes recently recognized several local bowlers with Youth League and High School League awards. Will Pritchett, Kiera Hopp, Grayson Campbell (above from 
left to right), Kylie McCullough and Anahi Alanis received 50 Pins Over Average Awards. Sergio Ramos took home a 75 Pins Over Average Award. McCullough, Alanis 

and Ramos are pictured below from left to right.

(COURTESY PHOTOS)
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501 S. Steward Rd. #100 
Rochelle, IL 61068  

815-561-2360

1001 S. Main Street
Rochelle, IL 61068

Community Unity

211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle
815-562-4171

www.rochellenews-leader.com

firststatebank.biz
400 N. 15th St.

Rochelle IL 61068 
815-562-1250

200 S. Steward Rd.
Rochelle IL 61068

Local People Providing Local Services

333 Lincoln Highway • P.O. Box 456
Rochelle, IL 61068

815-562-4155 • www.rmu.net
815-562-8787

JEFFPERRYAUTOS.COM
Community Unity

Graber Financial Group 
Sam Graber
409 4th Ave.
815.562.7139

Edward Jones - Jessica Morris
1214 Currency Ct.
815.561.4341

FLOWERS AND GIFTS
Colonial Flower Shoppe  & Gifts
408 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.8101
floristrochelleil.com

RCH Auxiliary Gift Shop
900 N 2nd St
815.562.2181 • rochellehospital.com

FUNERAL SERVICES
Beverage Lyons Family Funeral Home & 
Cremation Services
704 6th St
815.562.6872 • beveragelyonsfamilyfh.com

Unger Horner Funeral Home
400 N. 6th St.
815.562.4534 • ungerhorner.com

FURNITURE
Hub City Furniture
429 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.8765
hubcityfurniture.com

Meyers Furniture
209 Powers Road Hwy 251 North
815.562.8792
meyersfurniture.com

HEALTH SERVICES
Davis Family Health LLC
Kelly Davis
1212 Currency Ct.
815.561.8500
1201 Meriden St., Mendota
815.539.3739

Midwest Physical Therapy
513 4th Ave.
815.561.8786 

Rochelle Chiropractic  - Dr. Chad Piller
227 E. Hwy 38
815.562.8706
rochellechiropractic.com

Rochelle Community Hospital
900 N 2nd St
815.562.2181 • rochellehospital.com

Salinas Chiropractic
1381 N 7th St .,Suite C
815.562.6661 • salinaschiroandwellness.com

 
HOME IMPROVEMENTS & 
CONTRACTORS
Anderson Plumbing & Heating
621 1st Ave
815.562.8784 • andersonplumbingheatingcooling.com

 
 
 
 

Bruns Construction, Inc.
PO Box 400
815.561.0099 • brunsconstructioninc.com 

Pemberton Plumbing, Heating  
& Cooling, Inc.
815.561.6119
pembertonplumbingheating.com

Theisen Roofing & Siding Co.
257 W. Stephanie Dr., Cortland
815.758-8998 • theisenroofing.com

INDUSTRIES  
ClarkDietrich
501 S Steward Rd # 100
815.561.2360
clarkdietrich.com

Silgan Containers
400 N. 15th St.
815-562-1250
silgancontainers.com

Rochelle Foods  
1001 S Main St
815.562.4141
hormelfoods.com

INSURANCE
Allstate
1425 Dement Rd.
815.561.2901
allstate.com

Country Financial
501 N. 6th St.
815.562.8164
countryfinancial.com

Dimond Bros. Insurance  
401 N Main St
815.562.5596
dimondbros.com

Graber Financial Group
409 4th Ave.
815.562.7139

State Farm Insurance - Shane Huber
1211 Currency Ct
815.562.7011
shanehuber.com

State Farm Insurance - Terri Schaefer
603 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.7063
terrischaefer.com

Edward Jones - Jessica Morris
1214 Currency Ct.
815.561.4341

PRINT AND/OR WEB DESIGN
Hub-Remsen Print Group
101 Maple Ave
815.562.7057
hub-remsen.com

Printing Etc.
1135 Lincoln Hwy.
815.562.6151

Rochelle News-Leader
211 Hwy 38
815.562.4171 • rochellenews-leader.com • newsmediadigital.com

 
 

REAL ESTATE
Hayden Real Estate  
221 E. IL Route 38
815.562.2111
haydenreinc.com

RE/MAX Hub City
136 May Mart Dr.
815.562.7588
remax.com

REAL ESTATE & AUCTIONS
Bearrows Real Estate & Auction Co.
361 W. Il Route 38
815.562.5113
bearrows.com

RENTAL PROPERTIES
Lida Lake Estates
433 Willis Ave., Apt. #11
815.561.0526
lidalakeestates.wixsite.com/lidalakeestates

RETAIL/ SPECIALTY SHOPS
The Artists’ Garden
407 Lincoln Hwy.
815.762-8212
artistsgardenbeyondcanvas.com

Pfeiffer Farms Fresh Market
2511 Reynolds Road, Ashton
815-761-6074
pfeifferfarms.com

SURVEY
Survey Tech
104 Maple Ct
815.562.8771
civilideascom

TIRES
Tire Tracks
1320 N 7th St
815.562.7777
tiretracksusa.com

TOBACCO & ALCOHOL
Rochelle Tobacco “N” Liquor
222 May Mart Drive
815.561.9571
rochelletobacco.com

TOBACCO 
Johnny Smoke Shop
132 May Mart Drive
815.888-7107

Community Unity

By Supporting These             Businesses

AGRICULTURE
Johnson Tractor
200 S. Steward Rd.
815.562.2135
johnsontractorrochelle.stihldealer.net

ANIMAL HEALTH SERVICE
Rochelle Veterinary Hospital
1381 N 7th, Ste. a
815.562.5207
rochellevet.com

ASSISTED LIVING
Liberty Village
2203 East Flagg Rd.
815.562.9800
libertyvillageofrochelle.com

Lincoln Manor
615 Lincoln Highway
815.562.1404

ATTORNEYS
James G. Ahlberg
501 6th Ave.
815.562.4443
ahlberglaw.net

Hewitt & Wagner - Attorneys at Law
1124 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.2704
hewitt-wagner.com

Fearer, Nye & Chadwick
420 Fourth Avenue
815.562.2456
fnclaw.com

AUTOMOTIVE
Atlas Auto
1400 N 7th St.
815.562.7433 

Jeff Perry of Rochelle
1260 N 7th St.
815.562.8787 • jeffperryauto.com

Prescott Brothers Ford
620 S 7th St.
815.562.2177 • prescottbrothersford.com

Zip’s Auto Body , Inc
1033 S 7th St.
815.562.5133 • zipsautobody.com

COMMUNITY SERVICES
Flagg Township Museum
518 4th Ave
815.562.3040

Hub City Senior Center
401 Cherry Ave
815.562.5050
hubcityseniorcenter.com

Rochelle Chamber Of Commerce
501 Sixth Avenue
815.562.4189
therochellechamber.com

V.F.W Post 3878
318 4th Ave
815.562.3878
www.vfw.org

RMU
333 Lincoln Highway
815.562.4155
www.rmu.net

COUNSELING
Changes Counseling, LLC
604 N Main St
815.501-2088
changescounselingllc.com

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT
Acres Bistro & Scalehouse Lounge
407 Lincoln Hwy
815.762.8212 • acresbistro.com

Aldo’s Pizzeria and The Red Brick Pub
418 Lincoln Hwy
815.562.3456 • aldospizzaandpubrochelle.restaurant

Alfano’s Pizzeria & Italian Restaurant
1115 Turkington Terrace
815.562.3312 • alfanospizza.com

Grubsteakers Restaurant
14698 IL-64
815.562.3430 • grubsteakers-restaurant.business.site

 

Kenny’s Place
411 Cherry Ave
815.562.6568

Rosati’s
1233 N. Caron Rd.
815.562.5000

T-Byrd Lanes
1172 Lincoln Hwy • 815.562.4822 • tbyrdlanes.com

Vince’s Pizza & Family Restaurant
1071 North 7th st.
815.562.7300
vincespizzainrochelle.com

FINANCIAL SERVICES
Brown’s Tax Service
516 4th Ave.
Carolyn Brown • Jade Brown • Marilyn Oropeza
815.561.6861

Central Illinois  Loans
310 Eagle Dr
815.561.4035
centralillinoisloans.com

First State Bank
304 E Hwy 38
815.562.2200
firststatebank.biz

Grant Cooper CPA
418 Cherry Ave., Rochelle
815.562.7083
115 N. 1st St., DeKalb
815.756.4440
grantcoopercpa.com

Stillman Bank
455 IL-38
815.562.7071
stillmanbank.com

Edward Jones - Will McLachlan
1122 Lincoln Highway
815.562.5563 
EdwardJones.com

Holcomb Bank
233 IL-38
815.562.3838 
holcomb.bank
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE • HILLCREST • CRESTON • STEWARD • KINGS • ASHTON

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Notice is hereby 
given that on March 20, 
2023 a certificate was filed 
in the Ogle County Clerk’s 
Office setting forth the 
names and post office ad-
dress of all of the persons 
owning, conducting and 
transacting the business 
known as: 
Alpha Studios, 409 Lin-
coln Highway, Rochelle, 
IL 61069
Dated March 20, 2023
Laura J. Cook, Ogle Coun-
ty Clerk
No. 0321
(March 22, 29 and April 5, 
2023

LEGAL NOTICE 
FOR 

CRESTON-DEMENT 
PUBLIC LIBRARY 
NEW BUILDING 

By authority of the Board 
of Library Trustees, sealed 
bids will be received until 
2:00 p.m., prevailing time, 
on April 21, 2023, by the 
Board of Library Trustees 
of the Creston-Dement 
Public Library for the 
new building. Any bids 
received after 2:00 p.m. 
will not be accepted. 
The project consists of 
site work, landscaping, 
building structure, exte-
rior cladding & finishes, 
mechanical, electrical, 
plumbing, low voltage 
systems, audio visual, in-
terior construction and 
interior finishes. 
Responses shall be sub-
mitted in duplicate on 
or before the specified 
closing time in an opaque 
sealed envelope marked 
as noted within the Bid-
ding Documents on the 
outside and addressed 
to: Kristi Scherer, Library 
Director, Creston-Dement 
Public Library. Respons-
es are to be mailed or 
hand delivered to the 
Creston-Dement Public 
Library, 107 S. Main Street, 
Creston, IL 60113. 
A pre-bid virtual con-
ference for general con-
tractors will be held on 
April 7, 2023 at 12:00 p.m. 
through a virtual link ·not-
ed in Section 001113 of 
the bid documents. (not 
mandatory) 
Bid security in the form 
of a bid bond or certified 
check made payable to 
the Creston-Dement Pub-
lic Library equal to 10% of 
the base bid amount shall 
be submitted with the 
bid. Performance and La-
bor and Material Payment 
Bonds, and Certificate of 
Insurance will be required 
from the successful bid-
der. 
The Creston-Dement 
Public Library Board of 
Trustees reserves the 
right to reject any or all 
documents submitted 
or parts thereof, to waive 
any irregularities or infor-
malities in the prequalifi-
cation procedures and to 
approve trade contractors 
and vendors to bid in a 
manner serving the inter-
est of the Creston Dement 
Public Library. 
All bidders must comply 
with the applicable Illinois 
Law requiring the pay-
ment of prevailing wages, 
and bidders must comply 
with the Illinois Statutory 
requirements regarding 
labor and bidding, includ-
ing Equal Opportunity 
Laws. 
Bidding documents 
which include Project 
Manual and Project Plans 
will be on file and may 
be obtained by bidders 
on March 30, 2023, after 
12:00 p.m., for electronic 
distribution through BHFX 
Planroom website: http://
www.bhfxplanroom.com. 
All communication should 
be directed to Shaun Kelly, 
Engberg Anderson, 8618 
W. Catalpa Avenue, Chi-
cago, IL 60656. (PH: 312-
846-7646; EM: shaunk@
engberganderson.com). 
Hard copies are also avail-
able and all costs asso-
ciated with printing will 
be borne by the bidding 
contractor or vendor. 
Kristi Scherer, Library Di-
rector, Creston-Dement 
Public Library
No. 0328
(March 29, April 2 and 5, 
2023)

NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT

SS.
COUNTY OF OGLE

IN THE MATTER OF THE 
ESTATE OF MADELINE 
KARCZ, Deceased
)
)
No. 2023PR13
CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is hereby given of 
the death of MADELINE 
KARCZ, of Rochelle, Illi-
nois. Letters were issued 
on March 22, 2023, to 
DIANE W. ANDERSON, 
whose address is 1708 
Highland Place, Streator, 
IL 61364, and whose at-
torney is James G. Ahl-
berg, PO Box 358, Ro-
chelle, IL 61068.
Claims against the estate 
may be filed in the office 
of the Circuit Clerk of the 
Court at the Ogle Coun-
ty Courthouse, Oregon, 
Illinois, or with the repre-
sentative, or both, no later 
than October 9, 2023, and 
any claim not filed within 
that period is barred. 
Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to 
the representative and 
to the attorney within 
10 days after it has been 
filed.
No. 0413
(April 5, 12 and 19, 
2023)

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113 113 
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone can’t 
ask you to pay for credit 
before you get it. For 
more information, call 
toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119 119 
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

127 127 
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

FURMAN’S Lawn Care 
and Tree Work. Mowing, 
bushes, spring clean up, 
weeding and much more. 
Call Jeremy Furman 815-
761-9619. Please leave 
a message will return 
call ASAP. Fully insured, 
in business since 1999. 
Servicing Rochelle and 
surrounding areas.

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, unless 
licensed or holding a 
permit as a childcare 
facility, may cause 
to be published any 
advertisement soliciting 
a child care service. A 
childcare facility that is 
licensed or operating 
under a permit issued by 
the Illinois Department 
of Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any parent 
or guardian to verify the 
validity of the license of 
any facility before placing 
a child in its care.

301 301 
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: Vintage 
Metal and Wood Signs, 
Milk Bottles & Local 
Advertising, Oak Icebox, 
Iron Door Stop and 
Antique Lighting… Call 
Dick Harms at 815-562-
2928 or email dickharms@
hotmail.com

ANTIQUES WANTED: I 
pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, I’m 
interested in looking! Call 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.com

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 815-562-
4171 (8AM-NOON ONLY) 
Rochelle News Leader.  

405 405 
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or 
intention to make any such 
preferences, limitation or 
discrimination. We will 
not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of 
the law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALEMISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-874-2257

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW, USED  
SCRATCH & DENT

• Refrigerators • Freezers 
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

11222020



ROCHELLE NEWS-LEADER • SECTION 2 • PAGE 7WEDNESDAY, APRIL 5, 2023

Community Unity

2022-2023

9 Biggest Benefits
Of Shopping Rochelle First

Youth programs, 
schools and non-
profit groups 
look to our 
businesses first 
when fundraising. 

These community-minded 
businesses donate faithfully to 
local youth sports programs, 
community clubs, nonprofit 
groups and churches – just to 
name a few. Shouldn’t we look 
to those same businesses 
first when we need goods 
and services? Of course we 
should!

High rate of 
return. For every 
$100 spent in 
independently 
owned stores, 

$68 returns to the community 
through payroll, taxes and 
other expenditures. Online 
orders return absolutely 
nothing to Rochelle, IL.

Seeking health 
care in your 
hometown brings 
the comforts of 
receiving qualified 

care from people you know 
and trust. Whether it be a trip 
to the dentist, regular health 
care screenings, a visit to a 
specialist or an emergency, 
you need not travel. It’s all 
right here.

Banking with 
people who know 
you is a luxury 
found only in 
hometowns. 
You don’t have 

to show your ID every time 
you go in. You can get a 
loan from people who know 
you and understand your 
needs, whether it be money 
for your first car or to help 
your business grow. Local 
banks believe in the value of 
community members helping 
one another.

No one wants to 
have to make an 
insurance claim, 
but it’s painless 
when your agent 
is your neighbor. 

You don’t have to convince 
them that there was a hail 
storm, or that the wind nearly 
took your roof off. They know 
because they live here. Which 
do you want when you’ve 
had a bad day: A face-to-face 
meeting with your local agent, 
or a machine answering the 
phone at that big national 
insurer that advertises on TV?

Time is money. 
It’s simple math 
(especially when 
you figure in gas 
mileage.) Shopping 
locally can actually 

save you both time and 
money!

Customer service 
after the sale is 
invaluable. Local 
retailers not only 
take responsibility 
for the product 

they sold, they will often fix it 
or replace it – no questions 
asked. Appliances, furniture, 
computers and electronics 
sometimes have glitches. 
Would you rather box
yours up, send it to who 
knows where, and wait six to 
eight weeks, or just go back 
to thenice guy that helped you 
when you bought it?

Keeping it local 
encourages 
community 
growth. By 
choosing to do 
business locally, 

you help maintain Rochelle’s 
diversity, charm and appeal; 
which attracts new community 
members.

One word: Jobs. 
When you do 
business of any 
kind in Rochelle, 
it creates and 
maintains jobs for 

others in our area . A healthy 
employment rate is the 
cornerstone of all economies.
How can you help the 
economy recover? Start at 
home.
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SPORTS
Forge Wrestling Club

Local athletes grapple at Naperville Central
Freestyle and Greco-Roman Developmental tournaments held on Saturday

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

NAPERVILLE — The 
Forge Wrestling Club sent 
19 athletes to the 2023 Na-
perville Central Freestyle 
and Greco-Roman Devel-
opmental tournaments on 
Saturday. Two athletes took 
home first-place freestyle 
finishes and five athletes 
earned first-place greco-
roman finishes.

Freestyle
Nehemiah Andronic fin-

ished first in the 8U Bantam 
61-67 Division with a 2-0 
record. Andronic recorded 
12-0 technical falls over 
Frankfort’s Alexander Hall-
strom and NWO’s Noah 
Caputo.

Roman Villalobos fin-
ished first in the 16U Cadets 
173-181 Division with a 3-0 
record. Villalobos notched 
three consecutive technical 
falls over Fox Lake’s Larry 
Williams (10-0), Omega’s 
Aidan Rowells (12-2) and 
Plainfield Elite’s Jack No-
wicki (10-0) to secure the 
divisional crown.

Kaiden Morris shared 
second place in the Junior 
201-221 Division with a 
2-0 record. Morris recorded 
a first-round fall over Beat 
the Streets wrestler Samuel 
Costello and a 15-5 techni-
cal fall over St. Charles 
East’s Christian Wilson 
before double forfeiting the 
first-place bout.

Brenden Voight placed 
second in the 16U Cadets 
149-156 Division with a 
1-1 record. Voight received 
a first-round bye before 
scoring a 15-3 technical 
fall against Lewis Vander-
schoot. Voight battled Scha-
umburg’s Callen Kirchner 
in the final round, conceding 
the match by fall.

Xavier Villalobos placed 

second in the 16U Cadets 
118-129 Division with a 2-1 
record. Villalobos notched 
a fall over Englewood’s 
Ahmad Cobb and a 10-0 
technical fall against Cal-
lan’s Isiah Kan before 
falling by 13-5 decision 
against Hononegah’s Rocco 
Cassioppi.

Wells Millard placed 
second in the 8U Bantam 
38-51 Division with a 1-1 
record. Millard opened 
with a 12-2 technical fall 
over Suplex’s Makar Pavlys 
before conceding a hard-
fought 12-8 decision against 
Morris wrestler Colton 
Symons. Millard received 
a third-round bye.

Elias Andronic took third 
in the 8U Bantam 51-54 
Division with a 1-2 record, 
earning a fall over Suplex’s 
David Bugrimov. Teddy 
Millard took third in the 12U 
Novice 65-70 Division with 
a 2-1 record, defeating Oak 
Forest’s Alejandro Gomez 
by 14-2 technical fall and 
Arlington’s Noah Rossi by 
10-0 technical fall. Chris-
topher O’Neill took third 
in the 14U Senior 189-192 
Division.

Maddison Wickham 
finished fourth in the Girls 
High School 112-117 Di-
vision with a 1-2 record, 
outlasting Greg Gomez 
Trained’s Rebecca Disil-
vestro for a 14-8 decision. 
Dempsey Atkinson finished 
fourth in the Girls High 
School 146-161 Division 
with a 1-2 record, scoring 
a 12-1 technical fall against 
Peoria’s Nakiza Williams. 
Jackson Norris finished 
fourth in the Junior 120-126 
Division with a 1-2 record, 
notching a fall over Greg 
Gomez Trained’s Aarav 
Ledrova.

Hadley Losoya finished 
fourth in the 14U Senior 
114-125 Division with a 

1-2 record, earning a fall 
over Blackhawk’s August 
Eggleston. William Julian 
finished fourth in the 14U 
Senior 122-130 Division 
with a 1-1 record, scoring 
a fall against Frankfort’s 
Quinn Reynolds. Eliud 
Lombardia took fifth in 
the 16U Cadets 125-129 
Division with a 2-1 record, 
losing his first match before 
defeating Plainfield Elite’s 
Nathan Alli by 8-7 deci-
sion and Elmhurst’s Ben 
Schoettle by fall.

Rowen Villalobos placed 
sixth in the 10U Intermedi-
ate 63-67 Division with a 
1-2 record, winning by fall 
over Tinley Park’s Evan 
Annicks. Cammyla Ma-
cias finished seventh in the 
Girls High School 112-117 
Division and Keagan Albers 
placed eighth in the 16U 
Cadets 116-121 Division.

Greco-Roman
Wells Millard finished 

first in the 8U Bantam 38-51 
Division with a 2-0 record, 
notching back-to-back falls 
over Beat the Streets wres-

tler Dakota Lacy and Morris 
wrestler Colton Symons. 
Nehemiah Andronic fin-
ished first in the 8U Bantam 
60-62 Division with a 2-0 
record, scoring technical 
falls against NWO’s Zach 
Caputo (8-0) and NWL’s 
Dale Yanke (8-0).

Rowen Villalobos fin-
ished first in the 10U In-
termediate 61-66 Division 
with a 2-1 record, notching 
falls over NWO’s Noah 
Caputo and NWO’s Roman 
Spinelli. William Julian fin-
ished first in the 14U Senior 
125-130 Division with a 3-0 
record, notching falls over 
Forge’s Hadley Losoya and 
Englewood’s Jayden Veal as 
well as an 8-0 technical fall 
over DeKalb’s Tyler Daub.

Xavier Villalobos fin-
ished first in the 16U Cadets 
128-133 Division with a 
3-0 record. Villalobos won 
by 8-0 technical fall over 
DWC’s Kyle Pasco before 
scoring a fall over Panther 
WC’s George Marinopou-
los. Villalobos then earned 
an 8-0 technical fall over 
OPRF’s Zev Koransky.

Teddy Millard placed 
second in the 12U Novice 
68-73 Division with a 2-1 
record, defeating Arling-
ton’s Noah Rossi by 10-0 
technical fall and Built by 
Brunson’s Mateo D’Angelo 
by 12-2 technical fall. Mad-
dison Wickham placed sec-
ond in the Girls High School 
115-126 Division with a 
1-1 record, notching a 10-0 
technical fall against Peoria 
wrestler Manar Salem.

Tommy Tourdot took 
third in the Junior 126-137 
Division with a 2-1 record, 
earning a 8-0 technical fall 
over Notre Dame’s Joshua 
Logsdon and a fall over 
Beat the Streets wrestler 
Quintavius Murrell. Kaiden 
Morris took third in the Ju-
nior 215-221 Division with 
a 1-2 record, defeating Beat 
the Streets wrestler Samuel 
Costello with an 8-0 techni-
cal fall. 

Elias Andronic took third 
in the 8U Bantam 51-58 
Division and Christopher 
O’Neill took third in the 14U 
Senior 177-192 Division. 
Roman Villalobos took third 

in the 16U Cadets 177-188 
Division with a 1-1 record, 
defeating Thunderbirds 
wrestler Aiden Hennings 
by 8-0 technical fall.

Hadley Losoya finished 
fourth in the 14U Senior 
125-130 Division and Bren-
den Voight finished fourth 
in the 16U Cadets 147-156 
Division with a 1-2 record, 
scoring a 9-1 technical fall 
over Hurricanes wrestler 
George Sanchez. Eliud 
Lombardia took fifth in 
the 16U Senior 123-131 
Division with a 2-1 record, 
notching an 8-0 technical 
fall over Built by Brunson’s 
Kale Schrauth and an 11-6 
decision against Beat the 
Streets wrestler Abbas Ab-
dulamir. 

Keagan Albers placed 
sixth in the 16U Cadets 
118-125 Division with a 
1-2 record, earning a fall 
over Englewood’s Dylan 
Olinger. Jackson Norris fin-
ished seventh in the Junior 
126-137 Division with a 
1-2 record, scoring an 8-0 
technical fall against Notre 
Dame’s Joshua Logsdon.

The Forge Wrestling Club sent 19 athletes to the 2023 Naperville Central Freestyle and Greco-Roman 
Developmental tournaments on Saturday. 

(COURTESY PHOTO)
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ON THE FARM

200 Steward Road
Rochelle, IL

800-262-1680

KubotaUSA.com
*2020 Progressive Farmer Reader Insights Award for Fewest Reported Problems Overall in the category of Small Tractor (Under 100 Horse Power). Award based on 2020 
Progressive Farmer Readers Insights Tractors Study.  © Kubota Tractor Corporation, 2021. This material is for descriptive purposes only. Kubota disclaims all representations 
and warranties, express or implied, or any liability from the use of this material. For complete warranty, safety and product information, consult your local Kubota dealer. For the 
complete disclaimer, go to KubotaUSA.com/disclaimers and see the posted disclaimer.

877.613.3050 or 815-562-8777
104 Oak Ave., Rochelle, IL     mortonbuildings.com

BUILT FOR GENERATIONS

• Residential • Farm • Equestrian 
• Commercial • Community • Repairs

09042018

STORE HOURS:
M-F 8am-Noon, 

1pm-5pm

Discover The Difference. Call Today!

THE population 
is growing and 
so is its demand 

for food to fuel those extra 
bodies. Harvard Business 
Review reports the global 
population has quadrupled 
over the last century. It’s 
predicted that, by 2050, the 
population will exceed nine 
billion people.

The world is not able to 
feed all of its inhabitants, 
according to Penn State. 
There are more than one 
billion people who are 
estimated to lack sufficient 
food, and two billion who 
do not receive adequate 
nutrition. Researchers from 
the Institute on the Environ-
ment at the University of 
Minnesota concluded that, 
to feed the world by 2030, 
yields on maize, rice, wheat, 
and soybeans will have to 
rise by 60 to 110 percent. At 
the start of 2023, projections 
show them only increasing 
by 45 to 60 percent. There 
are a few reasons why food 
supply may not meet up 
with demand.

• Climate change: Cli-
mate change is predicted to 
cause issues to crop yields, 
especially in portions of the 

world where the population 
is growing the fastest. For 
example, a recent NASA 
study published in the jour-
nal Nature predicts that high 
greenhouse gas emissions 
may cause corn output to 
decline as early as 2030, 
but wheat output would 
increase. Farmers may need 
to roll with the punches and 
shift operations to cope with 
the environmental changes.

• Decreased commercial 
farming interest: Fewer 
people are working in 
farming. Land prices for ex-
pansion, new government 
mandates and regulations, 
and the impact of immigra-
tion and trade policies have 
made farming less attractive 
than it once was. Fewer 
commercial operations 
result in a diminished food 
commodity output.

• Consumer waste: Food 
loss and waste (FLW) is a 
widespread issue, posing a 
challenge to food security. 
The World Bank estimates 
30 percent of all food across 
the globe is wasted, amount-
ing to 1.3 billion tons of food 
per year. The average global 
household wastes 74 kg of 
food each year, according 

How rising food demand is affecting farming

to the United Nations En-
vironment Programme’s 
2021 Food Waste Index. 
Food waste is an issue that 
needs a solution as the world 
looks for ways to feed an 
expanding population in the 
decades to come. 

In order to improve 

output, farmers have to 
make some changes. These 
can include investment in 
tools and technologies that 
enable farmers to apply 
nutrients more precisely 
and at lower cost, advises 
the Environmental Defense 
Fund. Seeds that need less 

water and fewer nutrients, as 
well as new fertilizers that 
are less likely to be lost to 
air and water, are some ad-
ditional ideas. Farmers also 
may want to employ green 
practices, such as hydropon-
ics and drip irrigation, if they 
haven’t already, to improve 

efficiency and cut costs. 
The public also may need 
to petition their lawmakers 
to make it easier for farm 
workers arriving on work-
ing visas to man the fields.

Food demand continues 
to rise, and it has become 
challenging to keep up. 

THE demand for 
food is directly 
related to popu-

lation growth. By 2050, 
food needs are expected to 
double, according to a study 
published in the journal 
Agricultural Economics. 
That puts increasing pres-
sure on the agricultural 
sector to meet growing 
demand. However, many 
experts think the industry 
will fall short. In addition 
to increased food demand, 
consumer habits, technol-
ogy, and policies continue 
to force the agricultural 
industry to evolve. Indeed, 
the agricultural sector may 
look very different in the 
future.

Social media has trans-
formed many industries, 
and it can do the same for 
agriculture. Farming supply 
chains can communicate 
with one another by getting 
feedback from customers 
in real time through social 
media. However, agricul-
tural operations will have 
to devote teams to manage 
social media presence, 
especially since misinfor-
mation is so widespread on 
social media. 

Apart from social me-
dia, local farmers may 
increase their efforts to 
utilize mobile apps and 
direct-to-consumer pur-
chasing options. The global 
pandemic helped business-
es reimagine takeout and 
curbside shopping. Local 
farms may want to market 
to the home-shopping com-

Mapping the future of the agricultural industry
munity, providing ways to 
deliver produce, fresh meat 
and poultry and other items 
direct to customers’ homes.

The future may feature a 
significant shift in the way 
farms source their ingredi-
ents. Regeneration Interna-
tional says that regenerative 
agriculture can be the future. 
This describes farming 
and grazing practices that 
may help reverse climate 
change by rebuilding soil 
organic matter and restoring 
degraded soil biodiversity. 
Some insist that farmers 
who utilize regenerative 
agriculture produce food 
that is more sustainable and 
healthy. This is something 
eco- and health-conscious 
consumers can stand be-

hind.
There’s a good chance 

that technology will con-
tinue to play important and 
growing roles in farming 
operations. New agricul-
tural technologies can col-
lect data on soil and plant 
health and produce results in 
real time. Precision farming 
technology can be devel-
oped to deliver integrated 
solutions no matter the size 
of the operation. Farmers 
may give more thought to 
sustainable products. 

Crops like hemp and 
cannabis are being utilized 
in new and innovative ways, 
and they’re only the start as 
consumers have expanded 
their views on plant-based 
foods and products.


