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CLINTON — As the 
city council recently 
prepared to place on file 
the city’s and hospital’s 
fiscal year 2024 budgets, 
commissioners heard 
details of important 
hospital upgrades.

Warner Hospital & 
Health Services CEO Paul 
Skowron covered selected 
items for the upcoming 
hospital fiscal year.

“Our fiscal year 2024 
budget is projecting a 
positive bottom line of 
$487,000,” Skowron said.

He said the operating 
budget was based on 
about $38 million in 
projected patient charges, 
which would be a 7 
percent increase over the 
previous fiscal year.  Some 
of the increase comes 
from standard increases 
in patient charges for 
insurance companies, 
Skowron said.

“And, some of that 
is based on increased 
volume in our new family 
practice,” he said.  

Skowron said the rest of 

the operating budget was 
similar to previous years 
in areas such as wages 
based on inflationary 
factors and necessary 
increases to keep up with 
minimum wage levels in 
certain categories.

“The good news is, in 
our current year, we finally 
filled all of the ER nurses’ 
positions,” he said.

During COVID, and 
even for a while after, the 
hospital was relying on 
staffing agencies to fill 
those jobs.  

“But, we’ve been able 
to fill all those positions 
in the past couple of 
months,” Skowron said.  
“We’re very happy, and, 
hopefully, that’s going 
to continue to impact 
the budget in fiscal year 
2024.”

Something that is 
different for FY 2024 is the 
hospital’s capital budget, a 
$5 million expenditure.

An upgrade to electronic 
medical records will 
get the bulk of the 
expenditure, $2.3 million 
worth.  The upgrade will 
replace a 10-year-old 
medical records system, 
“that is not able to do 
things that many of the 
large hospitals are able to 
do,” Skowron said.

     See HOSPITAL / A2

New Warner Hospital 
budget includes major 
upgrades for patients
$5 million will get 
patient electronic 
records access, new ER 
expansion, upgraded
specialty clinic entrance

Gordon Woods / Journal

‘Currently Under Construction: Historic Houses of DeWitt County’
C.H. Moore Homestead & DeWitt County Museum director Joey Long shows items from the museum’s new exhibit 
that opend April 1.  The museum solicited historical photos, artifacts and information from residents associated with 
their old houses, many of which have important connections to Clinton’s and DeWitt County’s history.

County looks at faster way to return stray pets

Unusually high but positive city 2024 budget

Gordon Woods
gwoods@theclintonjournal.com

CLINTON — DeWitt 
County animal control 
takes in about an equal 
number of stray pets from 
Clinton and the county-at-
large, and officials plan to 
make it easier and faster to 

get those animals back to 
their owners.

County board public 
safety chairman Megan 
Myers recently proposed 
pet owners be required 
to collar their animals to 
include a tag with their 
names addresses and 
telephone numbers.  The 
idea is, it would make it 
easy for someone finding a 
stray animal to contact its 
owner for return without 
involving animal control.

“The majority that come 

from Clinton have a collar 
with no tag,” Myers told 
the county board.  “Maybe 
half are chipped.”

Most of the animals the 
shelter receives from the 
county-at-large “have no 
collar at all,” she said.  
“And, generally, are not 
chipped.”

While the county is close 
to hiring a new animal 
control administrator, the 
shelter has recently been 
without an administrator 
and operating on volunteer 

help.
Stray pets that come into 

the shelter with no means 
of identification require 
staff to advertise to find 
their owners.  A collar with 
identification tag would 
remedy that problem.

Myers said pets adopted 
at the county shelter leave 
microchipped and wearing 
collars.  The shelter 
does not provide ID tags 
because of the additional 
cost.

Collar and ID tag 
method for returning
lost pets quicker

Gordon Woods
gwoods@theclintonjournal.com

CLINTON — Clinton 
City Treasurer Clint 
Lichtenwalter recently 
gave the city council a 
positive report on the 
2024 fiscal year budget, 
which went on file April 
18.

“General fund revenues 
of the past several years 
have increased with the 
largest being in sales 
tax, income tax and 
video gaming taxes,” 
Lichtenwalter said.

General fund expenses 
for FY 2024 are budgeted 
at $1.4 million higher than 

the current year because 
of some large capital 
items, Lichtenwalter 
said.  This included the 
purchase of a new fire 
truck that occurred in the 
past fiscal year but will 
not be completed until the 
next fiscal year.

Expenses also will be 
affected by the purchase 
of two new cars and body 
cameras for the police 
department and two 
new trucks for the street 
department.

Lichtenwalter said the 
budget projection is for 
the city to draw from its 
reserves by about $1.2 
million.  About $800,000 
is the result of ARPA 
(American Rescue Plan 
Act) money the city 
received in the prior 
fiscal year.  The city will 
transfer that money to 

fund major city water 
service infrastructure 
projects next year.

“The rest of it, obviously, 
has to do with our large 
capital budget this year.”

Project reserve balance 
for FY 2024 equals about 
13 months of operating 
capital expenses based on 
current year budget.

“Again, this is an 
extremely high current-
year budget for us,” 
Lichtenwalter said.  
“Ordinarily that would be 
several more months of 
operating expenses.”

State mandated wage 
increases also will affect 
the budget.

The budget includes 4 
percent increases to water 
and sewer rates.  

“That’s a pretty 
conservative number,” 
Lichtenwalter said.

The city has, in recent 
years, increased water 
rates by a small percentage 
each year to cover the 
increases in treatment 
chemical costs to avoid 
any large increases in 
rates.

The city will see no 
increases in rates in the 
health insurance and cell 
phone funds.  

“There have been no 
premium increases since 
2016,” Lichtenwalter 
said.

He also reported the 
city’s three pension funds 
were in healthy positions.  
IMRF (Illinois Municipal 
Retirement Fund) was 91 
percent funded, police 
fund at 99 percent funded 
and fire department 
pension fund 108 percent 
funded.

Pension funds solid, 
ARPA money will
fund water projects

Gordon Woods
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CLINTON — Clinton 
emergency responders 
were victims of a 
potentially dangerous 
hoax on Friday afternoon, 
April 21, after responding 
to the 200 block of S. 
Miller Street for a reported 
possible gunshot victim. 

Police staged DeWitt 
County EMS until the 
area was secured.  The 
report also prompted the 
temporary lockdown of 
Clinton schools.

Some local social media 
users immediately seized 
on the report, naming a 
person as a suspect and 
repeating a story alleging 
the person shot someone 
and threatened to harm 
another.

The story, however, 
turned out to be apparently 
untrue, and was concluded 
by police to be a case 
of “swatting,” a hoax 
designed to tie-up police 
resources.

Following is a statement 

issued later Friday by 
Clinton Police Chief Ben 
Lowers:

At approximately 2:41 
p.m. on Friday April 21, 
2023 the Clinton Police 
Department received an 
emergency call of a violent 
act in progress at a Clinton 
residence creating an 
emergency response from 
local law enforcement 
and emergency 
responders. The ensuing 
response concluded the 
circumstances to be 
deemed unfounded and 
further investigation into 
the details of the call led 
authorities to conclude 
this as a swatting incident. 
The term “swatting” refers 
to a criminal harassment 
tactic of deceiving an 
emergency service (via 
such means as hoaxing 
an emergency services 
dispatcher) into sending 
a police or emergency 
service response team to 
another person’s address, 
school or business. 

            See HOAX / A2

Clinton authorities 
victim of April 21 hoax
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CLINTON — On 
Saturday, May 6, the 
DeWitt County Friendship 
Center will hold a ham 
and bean plus vegetable 
soup dinner. 

Serving will be from 
5-7 p.m. with a cake 
auction starting at 6:15 
p.m. conducted by Lance 
Schmid and family.

The menu for the dinner 
will be ham and beans or 
vegetable soup, mixed 
fruit, cornbread and butter, 
dessert, tea or coffee. 
Tickets are available from 
the Friendship Center or at 
the door for $8 per person. 
Carryout meals also will 
be available.

Friendship Center dinner 
and cake auction May 6

Those abilities include 
immediate, electronic 
patient access to their 
own medical records and 
scheduling appointments 
electronically.

“This is an important 
investment because it will 
give the providers more 
time with patients and take 
less time trying to access 
this information for the 
patient,” Skowron said.

He said the upgrade 
should put the hospital in a 
good position for the next 
10 years when it comes to 
access to electronic health 

records.
“This will allow us 

to compete as we’re 
recruiting physicians 
and other clinical staff,” 
Skowron said.  “And, 
allow us to compete with 
the large hospitals because 
we’ll all have the same 
tools.”

The balance of the $5 
million will go partly for 
improved patient access 
to the hospital.  Skowron 
said they have recognized 
the need to upgrade the 
facility’s emergency room 
for several years.  It’s one 
of the smallest emergency 
departments among 
Critical Access hospitals.

“This remodel is going to 
help us improve security 
and staff efficiencies and 
create additional beds 
so it will reduce waiting 
times,” he said.  “It will 
vastly improve customer 
experience.”

The remodel also will 
improve patient clinic 

access on the west side 
of the building, which 
will include a new 
parking lot to support the 
specialty clinic as well as 
ADA (Americans with 
Disabilities Act) access for 
patients without having to 
walk through the hospital.

“That’s something we 
learned from COVID,” 
he said.  “We don’t want 
patients walking through 
the hospital if it’s not 
necessary.”

The remodel also will 
create new spaces for 
specialty physicians.

There also will be some 
general improvements 
to the hospital building, 
including a portion of 
the hospital roof that 
is more than 20 years 
old.  The hospital 
maintenance supervisor 
already has obtained 
recommendations from 
school district officials for 
a vendor the district used 
for a project.

Hospital / from page A1

This is triggered by false 
reporting of a serious law 
enforcement emergency, 
such as a bomb threat, 
murder, hostage situation, 
or a false report of a mental 
health emergency, such as 
reporting that a person 
is allegedly suicidal or 
homicidal and may or may 
not be armed, among other 
things. Clinton Police 
were assisted by the 
Dewitt County Sheriff’s 
Office, Illinois State Police 
and Illinois Department 
of Natural Resources 
Police. Chief Ben Lowers 
says “This trend is an 
extremely dangerous 
and sometimes life-
endangering prank that 
places first responders and 
the general public at great 
risk. We are thankful of 
the outcome in this matter 
and extremely grateful for 
the outpouring of support 
and prompt response from 
the assisting agencies.”

The investigation is 
ongoing and no other 
information will be 
released at this time.

Hoax
from page A1

CLINTON — The 
Clinton Education 
Association will hold its 
annual Spring Breakfast, 
formerly known as the 
Spring Tea, on Wednesday, 
May 24, at 7:45 a.m.  

Doors will open at 7:30 
a.m.  

The breakfast will be 
held in the commons 

area of the Clinton Junior 
High School.  During the 
breakfast, Teacher of the 
Year, C.E.A. Scholarships, 
recognition of retirees, 
and service awards will be 
presented.  

All present and retired 
employees of the district 
are welcome to attend.

CEA spring breakfast,
awards set for May 24

Gordon Woods / Journal 

‘It’s Weldon Springs, my deer.’
Several deer looked up briefly on Sunday at visitors roaming Weldon Springs State Park.
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Today

The Clinton Journal’s May 26 edition will  
include thank you notes to our teachers  

in appreciation of all they do!
Include your thank you note to the teacher who 

has made an impact on you. Your thank you 
note will be included in the MAY 26 EDITION 

of the Clinton Journal. 
Your favorite teacher can still be working or retired, 

living or deceased. We just want to share your thanks 
with those who’ve made an impact on you!

Email your thank you notes to:  
kpyne@theclintonjournal.com or  
mail or drop them off at our office,  

111 S. Monroe St., Clinton, IL 61727

Help us celebrate our educators!
Deadline to include your thank you is 4-28-23.
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Library offers 
technology, tools, and 
more without the price 
tags

CLINTON – Take DIY 
to the next level with a 
collection of items no 
one expects to find at the 
library.

Did you know library 
visitors can borrow tools, 
games, instruments and 
more for free with their 
library card? Thanks to 
a grant in 2021 from the 
Illinois Prairie Community 
Foundation, the Vespasian 
Warner Public Library 
offers a variety of items in 
its Library of Things.

Need to do some work 
around the house, but 
don’t have the tools? 
Borrow a cordless drill, 
putty knives, rachet set, 
or efficiency meters. 
Throwing a backyard 
party? Borrow games such 
as washers, Giant Jenga, 
Yardzee, and inflatable 

lawn darts. 
Additional items include 

a telescope, pickleball 
set, garden tools, musical 
instruments, streaming 
devices, and more. 

Items in the Library of 
Things are available on 
a first-come, first-served 
basis and require a library 
card for check-out. For 
more information, call the 
library at 217-935-5174.

 May calendar of events
The library also offers 

a variety of in-person, 
virtual, and grab ‘n go 
events each month. All 
library events are free 
and open to the public, 
but advance registration 
is required for events 
marked with an *. Visit the 
library’s website at www.
vwarner.org, Facebook 
page @VespasianWarner, 
or call (217) 935-5174 
to learn more about the 
events listed below:

MAY-Liens in Outer 
Space Board on the 
Children’s Floor

Paper Box Project Grab 
‘n Go Kit (All Ages) 
Begins Mon, 5/1

*Racing Rocketships! 
(All Ages) Monday, 
5/8/2023, 3:45 PM

Family Storytimes 
Continue (Ages 0-5 & 
Caregivers) Every Wed. 
and Fri. at 10am

*4-H STEM-Mania! 
(Grades 3-5) Wednesday, 
5/10/2023, 2:45 PM

*Garden Tool 
Maintenance (Adult) Thu. 
5/11 at 5:30pm

*Gardening Webinar-
Invasives: Beyond 
Outlawed (Adult) Tue. 
5/16 at 1:30pm

*Learn to Play the 
Ukulele (Ages 10-Adult) 
Session 3: Begins Thu. 
5/18 at 5:30pm

*Stuffy Sleepover (All 
Ages) Friday, 5/19/2023, 
Drop-off Fri./Pick up Sat.

*Jigsaw Puzzle 

Competition (All Ages) 
Sat. 5/20 at 10am

Master Naturalist Nature 
Nook: Frogs (All Ages) 
Mon. 5/22 from 3-5pm

·        *Book Club (Adult)
Tue. 5/23 at 6pm       

*(Teen) Awful Art 
Afternoon (Ages 12-18) 
Thursday, 5/25/2023, 4:00 
PM

*Tabletop! Teen D&D at 
the Library (Ages 12-18) 
Wednesday, 5/31/2023, 
1:00 PM – 4:00 PM

 
The library is open 

Monday-Thursday from 
9am-7pm, Friday from 
9am-4pm, and Saturday 
from 9am-1pm. Hours 
are subject to change. 
The library will be closed 
on Monday, May 29 in 
observance of Memorial 
Day. For more information 
about the event above or 
any library services, visit 
www.vwarner.org or call 
(217) 935-5174.

Borrow unique items from Warner Library

CLINTON — Rhett 
Hillard, vice president of 
Consumer Credit at First 
National Bank and Trust 
Company, in Clinton, 
recently completed 
the  Mortgage Bankers 
Association  program 
to earn the Certified 
Residential Underwriter 
designation.

The advanced 
curriculum of 45 hours 
of online materials 
establishes the standard 
for professional excellence 
in residential mortgage 
loan underwriting. Hillard 
completed the Level III, 
which requires two or 
more years of industry 
experience and the 
completion of residential 
underwriter Level I and 
II certification, including 
three timed exams.

The online training helps 
increase productivity, 
improve quality and 
advance decision-
making. It covered a 
range of residential 
mortgages, from Fannie 
Mae/Freddie Mac 
requirements, automated 
underwriting systems, 
manual underwriting, 
manufactured and site-
built homes and more. 
In addition, individuals 
gained insight into current 
influencing factors, 
regulations and industry 
issues.

“I have been leading the 
effort to expand secondary 
market lending options 
for our clients, along with 

adding consumer lending 
improvements from online 
mortgage applications to 
an enhanced credit card 
program. As a company, 
we feel it is important that 
an industry recognized 
level of expertise be 
available to my colleagues 
and clients,” said Hillard. 
“To be able to provide that 
knowledge and leadership 
to others including 
other underwriters, loan 
reviewers, and compliance 
efforts that come in the 
future is very rewarding.”

As the leading 
advocate for the real 
estate finance industry, 
the Mortgage Bankers 
Association represents 
a comprehensive array 
of capabilities and tools 
that enable members to 
deliver fair, sustainable 
and responsible real 
estate financing within 
ever-changing business 
environments. Learn more 
about these programs and 
more at www.mba.org.

FNBT vice president 
earns Certified Residential 
Underwriter designation

Rhett Hilliard

ATTENTION 
FAMILY AND 

FRIENDS OF THE 
CLASS OF 2023!

Submit a baby photo and senior photo of 
your favorite graduating senior, a message 
with up to 15 words and 
a $5 placement fee to the Clinton Journal 
office at: 111 S. Monroe St or mail to PO Box 
615, Clinton, IL 61727. 
Emailed photos* can be sent to 
kpyne@theclintonjournal.com. 
Please call 217-935-3171 to make payment.

Deadline is 2:00PM on Friday, May 5.

This special feature will be 
published on Friday, May 19.

*Photos may be picked up at the Journal office
after the May 19 publication date
or we can mail back to you
in a self-addressed stamped envelope.

____________________________________________________________________________________________
GRADUATE’S FIRST/LAST NAME

15-WORD MESSAGE (PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY): _________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Person submitting photo:

____________________________________________________________________________________________
NAME

____________________________________________________________________________________________
PHONE                                                                     EMAIL

Photos may be picked up after May 18, 2023. Entries must be received by 2:00pm on Thursday, May 4, 2023. 
Mail a high quality, scannable photo and payment ($20) along with this completed form to:

The Brookings Register • PO Box 177 • Brookings, SD 57006
605.692.6271 • 800.568.5032

Emailed photos* can be sent to nbrower@brookingsregister.com

CLASS OF 2023  |  CLASS OF 2023  |  CLASS OF 2023
YOU’VE COME A LONG WAY, BABY!

ENTRY FORM

REGISTER OFFICE HOURS : M-TH  9AM-3PM  |  FRI  9AM–2PM

In one year alone, 
seniors lost over $3 billion 
to scammers, and it’s 
gotten worse every year. 
The 60-69 age group was 
bad enough, but the dollar 
losses rose even more 
after age 70, and much 
more after age 80.

Why are we targeted?
The thieves believe two 

things about us: We’re all 
rich and have great credit, 
having worked our whole 
lives, and, worst of all, 
that we won’t tell anyone 
if we lose money to them. 
Those two things alone 
make us constant targets.

All scammers have to 
do to turn us into victims, 

according to a study by 
Stanford and AARP, 
is raise our emotions. 
Whether happiness or 
anger, it doesn’t matter, 
because either will push 
us to hand over our 
information or our money.

For example, scammers 
will say we’ve won a big 
prize, like the lottery, but 
to claim that prize we need 
to send them processing 
fees in advance. We think 
about that prize and our 
good sense goes out the 

window.
Emotions come into 

play when a scammer 
calls pretending to be a 
grandchild in trouble. 
We’re asked to send 
money right away. We’re 
upset, and we do. But the 
emotional pleas for money 
don’t end there. Romance 
scams are huge, and too 
many lonely seniors send 
cash to their new love 
without questioning it.

Scammers who pretend 
to be from the government, 
such as the IRS, who 
frighten us into paying 
money, raise our emotions 
as well.

The list of scams directed 

at the elderly is nearly 
endless: investments, 
lottery wins, IRS tax bills, 
low-cost prescriptions, 
charities, tech repair, 
cemetery debts, romance, 
reverse mortgage, help 
signing up for Medicare, 
auto warranties ...

Beware. If you allow 
yourself to be scammed 
once, they will be back, 
because you’ll be on a 
list of people who can be 
fooled.

(c) 2023 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Why are seniors targeted for scams?

GOOD 
ADVERTISING 
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MONEY.

IT MAKES 
MONEY.

An advertising expert said to 
make ads that work, make them, 
“… simple, memorable, inviting 

to look at and fun to read.”

We’ve been helping 
businesses do that  
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We can help yours, too. 

Call the Advertising Department.
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KENNEY — Richard M. 
Schneider, 68, of Kenney, 
left this world and entered 
heaven on April 19, 2023.  
He passed away at his 
home in Kenney.  

A memorial service 
will be held at St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church, in 
Decatur, at a future time 
yet to be determined.

  Richard was born on 
November 2, 1954, in 
Elmhurst, Ill., to Kenneth 
and Mary (Ochotnicky) 
Schneider.   He spent the 
majority of his growing 
years living in the Grand 
Rapids, Mich. area.  

He attended Concordia 
Lutheran College, in Ann 
Arbor, Mich., where he 
studied organ performance 
and where he also met and 
married his wife Joan.  He 
also attended Michigan 
State University, where 
he completed a program 
of study in Industrial 
Electricity.  

Following their marriage 
in March 1976, Richard 
and Joan moved to Decatur, 
and Richard went to work 
for the Gratian Organ 
Builders, of Kenney.  
Working on pipe organs 
was always Richard’s 
passion, although he was 
also a registered electrical 
contractor in several 
municipalities around 
central Illinois.  Following 
the death of Mr. Gratian, 
Richard bought the organ 
shop in Kenney, from 
which he pursued his 
avocation for over 40 
years.  

He achieved the rank of 
Fellow of the American 
Institute of Organbuilders 
and worked on many 
instruments around the 
midwest over the decades.  
One of his highest joys 
was hearing an organ he 
had worked on filling 
its space with beautiful 
sounds and especially in 
leading a congregation in 
worship.  

He also enjoyed 
traveling, trains, and 
working with his hands 
on any type of project.  
He was highly skilled in 
many areas and was one of 
those people who “could 
do anythin,” or would at 
least attempt it, usually 
successfully.

Richard is survived 
by his wife of 47 years, 
Joan, and their three 
children, Matthew (Shari) 

Schneider, of Clinton; 
Daniel (Sarah) Schneider, 
of Peoria, Ariz.; and Joy 
Schneider, of Clinton.  

He was blessed with 
five grandchildren, who 
also survive him,   Sean 
(Katie) Schneider, of 
Bloomington; Trent and 
Tyler Horn, of Clinton; 
and Christian and Jordyn 
Schneider, of Peoria, Ariz.  
Richard also is survived by 
his only sibling, William 
Schneider, of Granbury, 
Texas, as well as a brother-
in-law, a sister-in-law, one 
nephew, one aunt and a 
number of cousins.  

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, parents-
in-law, and a number of 
aunts, uncles and cousins.

 In addition to his family, 
Richard’s church family 
and many friends were 
especially precious to 
him.   The family wishes 
to thank the many brothers 
and sisters in Christ from 
St. Paul’s as well as from 
the Kenney and Clinton 
areas who’ve helped us in 
so many sacrificial ways 
over the past years and 
especially the past several 
months.  

We also want to thank 
Gentiva hospice and the 
E.M.T.s from our area 
who helped us through 
especially difficult times 
recently.   Thanks to all 
who prayed for Rich and 
our family.  We could not 
have made it through these 
past few months without 
everyone’s prayers and 
tangible acts of service.  
Most of all we thank our 
Lord for the special gift 
Richard was to us in so 
many ways and for the gift 
of eternal life in heaven, 
where we will be reunited 
soon.

Memorials for Richard 
may be made to St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church of 
Decatur, or the Kenney 
Fire Department

Richard M. Schneider

General
Question:
I can’t seem to find 

my Social Security 
card. Do I need to get a 
replacement?

Answer:
In most cases, knowing 

your Social Security 
number is enough. But, 
if you do apply for and 
receive a replacement 
card, don’t carry that 
card with you. Keep 
it with your important 
papers. For more 
information about 
your Social Security 
card and number, and 
for information about 
how to apply for a 
replacement, visit www.
ssa.gov/ssnumber. If you 
believe you’re the victim 
of identity theft, read 
our publication Identity 
Theft and Your Social 
Security Number, at 
www.ssa.gov/pubs.

Question: 
Why is it so important 

that my baby have a 
Social Security number?

Answer: 
Your child may need a 

Social Security number 
if you are planning to 
open a bank account, buy 
savings bonds, obtain 
medical coverage, or 
apply for government 
services for the child. 
Your child will also need 
a Social Security number 
if you are going to declare 
him or her on your 
taxes. Getting a Social 
Security number for your 
newborn is voluntary, 
but it is a good idea to 
apply when your child is 
born. You can apply for a 
Social Security number 
for your baby when you 
apply for your baby’s 
birth certificate. The state 
agency that issues birth 
certificates will give us 
your child’s information 
and we will mail you 
a Social Security card 
with the child’s Social 
Security number. Visit 

www.ssa.gov/ssnumber 
for more information.

Retirement
Question:
Can I delay my 

retirement benefits and 
receive benefits as a 
spouse only? How does 
that work?

Answer:	
It depends on your date 

of birth. If you were born 
on or before 01/01/1954 
and your spouse is 
receiving Social Security 
benefits, you can apply 
for retirement benefits on 
your spouse’s record as 
long as you are at your 
full retirement age. You 
then will earn delayed 
retirement credits up to 
age 70, as long as you 
do not collect benefits on 
your own work record. 
Later, when you do 
begin receiving benefits 
on your own record, 
those payments could 
very well be higher than 
they would have been 
otherwise. If your spouse 
is also full retirement 
age and does not receive 
benefits, your spouse 
will have to apply for 
benefits and request the 
payments be suspended. 
Then you can receive 
benefits on your spouse’s 
Social Security record. If 
you were born on or after 
01/02/1954 and wish to 
receive benefits, you must 
file for all benefits for 
which you are eligible. 
Social Security will 
determine the benefits 
you are eligible for and 
pay you accordingly. 
For individuals born 
on or after 01/02/1954, 
there is no longer an 
option to select which 
benefit you would like 

to receive, even beyond 
your full retirement 
age. Widow(er)s are 
an exception, as they 
can choose to take 
their deceased spouse’s 
benefit without filing 
for their own. For more 
information, visit www.
ssa.gov. 

Question: 
I’m planning to retire 

next year. I served in the 
Navy and need to make 
sure I get credit for my 
military service. What do 
I need to do?

Answer:
You don’t need to do 

anything to apply for the 
special credit for your 
military service—it is 
added automatically. 
For service between 
1957 and 1967, we will 
add the extra credits to 
your record at the time 
you apply for Social 
Security benefits. For 
service between 1968 
and 2001, those extra 
military service credits 
have already been added 
to your record. So you 
can rest assured that we 
have you covered. Read 

our online publication, 
Military Service and 
Social Security, at www.
ssa.gov/pubs. Then when 
the time comes to apply 
for retirement, you can 
do it conveniently and 
easily at www.ssa.gov/
retireonline

Disability
Question:
I have been getting 

Social Security disability 
benefits for many years. 
I’m about to hit my full 
retirement age. What will 
happen to my disability 
benefits?

Answer:
When you reach “full 

retirement age,” we 
will switch you from 
disability to retirement 
benefits. But you won’t 
even notice the change 
because your benefit 
amount will stay the 
same. It’s just that when 
you reach retirement 
age, we consider you to 
be a “retiree” and not a 
disability beneficiary. To 
learn more, visit www.
ssa.gov.

Questions & Answers

0315201902072020

The Bounce Back Team 
believes rehabilitation 
must be a partnership. 
Together, we can get you 
started on the road to 
recovery. Let us show you 
how to bounce back!

Liberty Village of Clinton
1 Park Lane West

217-935-8500 • www.libertyvillageofclinton.com
A Not-For-Profit Provider

SPECIALIZING IN
Physical, Occupational & Speech Therapy 
Stroke Rehab | Massage Therapy
Joint Replacement Rehab | Outpatient

CLINTON — Jean 
Allena (Riddle) Reynolds, 
79, of Clinton, passed 
away at 4:10 p.m. on April 
21, 2023, at her family 
residence in Clinton.

Services will be 
conducted at 12 p.m. 
noon on Thursday, April 
27, 2023, at the Calvert 
Funeral Home, Clinton, 
with Pastor Darrell 
Howard officiating. Burial 
will follow at Weldon 
Cemetery, Weldon. 
Visitation will be held 
from 11 a.m.–12 p.m.  
noon on Thursday at the 
funeral home.

Memorials may be 
directed to the Diabetes 
Foundation or the 
Marine Corps League, 
Detachment 1335, 
Lincoln, IL 62656.

Jean was born on 
August 18, 1943, in 
DeWitt County, Ill., the 
daughter of Lester and 
Evelyn (Meredith) Riddle. 
She married Donald L. 
Reynolds on July 16, 
1993, in Princeville, Ill.

Survivors include 
her husband, Donald 
L. Reynolds, Clinton; 
children, Todd (Laura) 

McConkey, Elburn, Ill., 
and Pam (Lee) McConkey-
Beasley, Normal, Ill.; 
three step-children; 13 
grandchildren; and 19 
great-grandchildren,

Jean was preceded in 
death by her parents and 
sister, Judy Carr, Clinton.

Jean’s most recent 
employment before 
retiring was the at Weldon 
State Bank, Weldon.  
She loved traveling and 
reading.  She was a loyal 
St. Louis Cardinals fan 
and loved going to games 
at Busch Stadium.  

Most of all, Jean loved 
being with her family.

Online condolences 
may be made at www.
calvertmemorial.com

Jean Allena (Riddle) Reynolds

MAKE MONEY! WHY NOT YOU?
What’s better than getting rid of what you don’t want and 

getting paid for it?

CALL 935-3171
Before Tuesday Noon to
 Place a Garage Sale Ad

Folks who ADVERTISE their

GARAGE SALE
In The

CJFILL

WILL 
THIS BE 

YOU?

CLINTON — Karen 
Sue Shinneman, 78, of 
Clinton, passed away at 
10:31 a.m. on April 24, 
2023, at Bloomington 
Rehabilitation & Health 
Center, Bloomington.

Per Sue’s request no 
services are planned. The 
family entrusted Calvert 
Funeral Home, Clinton, 
with arrangements.

Sue was born on April 
20, 1945, in Clinton, the 
daughter of Earl L. and 
Hazel L. (Bray) Polen.

Sue was formerly the 
general manager of The 
Clinton Daily Journal, in 
Clinton,  and then became 
the general manager of 
The Mendota Reporter 
in Mendota, Ill. She then 
relocated to Page, Ariz. 
to be the publisher of The 
Lake Powell Chronicle 

until her retirement in 
2015. 

Following her 
retirement, she returned 
to Clinton to be closer to 
her family. She enjoyed 
basket weaving, taking 
care of her flowers and 
especially spending time 
with her family.

Online condolences 
may be made at www.
calvertmemorial.com

Karen Sue Shinneman

CJFILL

Read For
Enjoyment

Information

SUBSCRIBE
NOW

935-3171
www.theclintonjournal.com
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The Clinton Journal accepts responsibly written 
letters covering topics of interest to our readers.  

Letters must be the original works of their senders.
The Journal accepts letters endorsing political 

candidates up to the Tuesday before a Friday edition 
prior to election day.  The Journal will not publish 
letters from candidates endorsing themselves.

All other letters will be published at the discretion of 
The Journal, space permitting, in the next available 
edition.  The Journal does not publish anonymous 
letters.  Letters submitted for publication must 
include the name of the author, address and 
telephone number.  Addresses and telephone 

numbers will not be published.
The editor and manager reserve the right to edit 

letters for length and/or content and to publish letters 
using any Journal platform, i.e. print newspaper, 
Web site or other electronic delivery method.

Readers should keep in mind that letters published 
are the opinions of their authors, are not news 
reports and do not necessarily reflect the opinions 
of this newspaper its staff or its advertisers.

The Journal does not certify information used in 
letters but will remove any passages it considers 
potentially libelous.

Clinton Journal letter policy

CLINTON CITY COUNCIL
Mayor - Roger Cyrulik
Dan Ballenger
935-2394
Kenny Buchanan
935-9438
Tom Edmunds
935-6861
John Wise
(217) 412-0501

DEWITT COUNTY 
BOARD
Dist. A
Claro Carter - 935-3892
Joe Witte
Jamison Prestegaard - 
309-660-6551

Dist. B
Terry Ferguson, vice 
chairman - 519-0016
John Werts
Patrick Ryan

Dist. C
Megan Myers - 309-212-
9077
Thomas Farris
Kristina Deerwester

Dist. D
Dan Matthews, chairman
 - (217) 306-6576
Melonie Tilley - 935-6538
Brian Riddle

U.S. GOVERNMENT
Executive
President Joseph Biden
The White House
1600 Pennsylvannia Ave.
Washington, D.C. 20500
(202) 456-1414

Legislature
Sen. Dick Durbin
364 Russell Senate Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20510
(202) 224-2152
or
525 S. Eighth St.
Springfield, IL. 62703
(217) 492-4062

Sen. Tammy Duckworth
524 Hart Senate Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20510
(202) 224-2854
(202) 228-0618 FAX

Rep. Mary Miller
Washington, D.C. office
1740 Longworth House 
Office Building
Washington, DC  20515
Phone: (202) 225-5271
Fax: (202) 225-5880

ILLINOIS GOVERNMENT
Gov. J.B. Pritzker
207 Statehouse
Springfield, IL. 62706
(217) 782-6830

87th District Rep.
William Hauter
(Contact info not yet avail-
able for all 103rd General 
Assembly members) 

88th District State Rep.
Dan Caulkins
Springfield Office:
205 A-N Stratton Office 
Building
Springfield, IL   62706
(217) 782-8163
District Office:
715 West Imboden Drive
Decatur, IL  62521
(217) 876-1968
(217) 876-1973 FAX

44th District State Sen.
Sally Turner
Springfield Office:
Senator 44th District
Stratton Office Building
Section B, Office D
Springfield, IL   62706
(217) 782-6216
 District Office:
120 S. McLean St
Suite A
Lincoln, IL  62656
(217) 651-8291

1947 - Norwegian anthro-
pologist Thor Heyerdahl 
and five others set out in 
a balsa wood craft known 
as Kon Tiki to prove that 
Peruvian Indians could 
have settled in Polynesia. 
The trip began in Peru 
and took 101 days to 
complete the crossing of 
the Pacific Ocean.

1952 - The U.S. occu-
pation of Japan officially 
ended when a treaty with 
the U.S. and 47 other 
countries went into effect.

1953 - French troops 
evacuated northern Laos.

1957 - Mike Wallace was 
seen on TV for the first 
time. He was the host of 
“Mike Wallace Interviews.”

1959 - Arthur Godfrey 
was seen for the last time 
in the final broadcast of 
“Arthur Godfrey and His 
Friends” on CBS-TV.

1962 - In the Sahara 
Desert of Algeria, a team 
led by Red Adair used 
explosives to put out the 
well fire known as the 
Devil’s Cigarette Lighter. 
The fire was caused by a 
pipe rupture on November 
6, 1961.

1965 - The U.S. Army 
and Marines invaded the 
Dominican Republic to 
evacuate Americans.

1967 - Muhammad Ali 
refused induction into 
the U.S. Army and was 
stripped of boxing title. He 
cited religious grounds for 
his refusal.

1969 - Charles de Gaulle 
resigned as president of 
France.

1969 - In Santa Rosa, CA, 
Charles M. Schulz’s Red-
wood Empire Ice Arena 
opened.

1985 - The largest sand 
castle in the world was 
completed near St. Pe-
tersburg, FL. It was four 
stories tall.

1988 - In Maui, HI, one 
flight attendant was killed 
when the fuselage of a 
Boeing 737 ripped open in 
mid-flight.

1989 - Mobil announced 
that they were divesting 
from South Africa because 
congressional restrictions 
were too costly.

1992 - The U.S. Agricul-
ture Department unveiled 
a pyramid-shaped recom-
mended-diet chart.

1994 - Former CIA official 
Aldrich Ames, who had 
given U.S. secrets to the 
Soviet Union and then 
Russia, pled guilty to es-
pionage and tax evasion. 
He was sentenced to life 
in prison without parole.

1996 - U.S. President 
Clinton gave a 4 1/2 hour 
videotaped testimony as 
a defense witness in the 
criminal trial of his former 
Whitewater business 
partners.

1997 - A worldwide treaty 
to ban chemical weapons 
took effect. Russia and 
other countries such as 
Iraq and North Korea did 
not sign.

1999 - The U.S. House of 
Representatives rejected 
(on a tie vote of 213-213) 
a measure expressing 
support for NATO’s five-
week-old air campaign in 
Yugoslavia. The House 
also voted to limit the 
president’s authority to 
use ground forces in 
Yugoslavia.

2000 - Jay Leno received 
a star on the Hollywood 
Walk of Fame.

The Department of 
Veterans Affairs is 
moving forward toward 
its goal of ensuring that 
Native American veterans 
receive the benefits they 
should be getting. Two 
weeks ago it was reduced 
mortgage interest rates for 
Native Americans, native 
Hawaiians, Alaska Natives 
and Pacific Islanders. 
Now, per the Indian Health 
Care Improvement Act, 
it’s a waiver on having to 
pay a copay for VA health 
care services and urgent 
medical care.

Besides taking affect 
now, it’s retroactive: 
Starting last year, on 
Jan. 5, 2022, any eligible 
American Indian and 

Alaska Native Veteran 
who’s received care and 
paid a copay can go back 
and be reimbursed.

There are details, of 
course. To be eligible for 
exemption you need to 
be an American Indian or 
Alaska Native Veteran, 
provide a copy of an 
official tribal document 
showing that you meet the 
eligibility requirements 
of the Indian Health 
Care Improvement Act 
and submit a Tribal 
Documentation Form 
(VA Form 10-334). That 
form is also known as 
Documentation of Indian 
or Urban Indian Status 
for Veteran Copayment 
Exemption.

Pay special attention 
to the government’s 
definition of “Indian.” It 
involves being a first- or 
second-degree descendant 
of certain groups, and 
you must live in an urban 
center, which includes 
the department of Health 
and Human Services’ 
definition of an Indian 
population with unmet 
health needs. 

If you’re not yet signed 
up for VA health care, this 
might be the time to do 
it and have that, plus the 

question of your copays, 
out of the way. In a medical 
emergency, you don’t 
want to have to think about 
what you’re going to do or 
where you’re going to go. 
And if you’ve paid out 
several copays since Jan. 
5 of last year, you stand 
to be reimbursed if you’re 
eligible for the American 
Indian exemption.

Confused yet? There’s 
help at 800-698-2411, 
the MyVA number that’s 
answered 24/7 with 
assistance on a dozen 
different topics, from 
benefits to cemeteries to a 
crisis line. 

(c) 2023 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

Copay exemption for Native American veterans

Having worked in the 
justice system for almost 
50 years, there is not too 
much that makes my 
blood boil. There are a lot 
of stupid people out there, 
and they make stupid 
decisions. 

Usually, it is the idiot 
who ends up getting hurt 
by his stupid stunt. I don’t 
have a lot of sympathy 
for the idiot, for it is he 
who usually gets hurt, not 
someone else. However, 
when that stunt harms 
others or has the decided 
potential to harm others, 
I get very concerned, and 
in all honesty, downright 
angry. 

SWATTING is just 
such a stupid act, and 
those who engage in that 
activity deserve some 
time for penance in the 
county jail.

If you don’t know what 
the term swatting means, 
here is a short definition. 
Swatting is essentially a 
false police report that 
has the police responding 
to what they believe is a 
serious emergency. The 
offender calls in a false 
report to 911 stating that 
a serious crime or event 
(murder, robbery, major 
wreck or suicidal threat) 
has occurred.  

If the police respond to 
the call then the person 
making the false report 
believes he has won 
something in his mind. 
The problem is that the 
offender never takes into 

consideration the risks 
to the police officers or 
those at the location the 
police go to. 

This past Friday, I 
picked my daughter up 
from work and she tells 
me that someone has been 
shot in Clinton and the 
shooter is holding another 
person hostage. Being a 
cynic I asked her who was 
telling her this and where 
was the incident. She 
tells me her friend is on 
Facebook and the incident 
is at a neighbor’s house of 
her friend and that police 
are all over the area. 

I had some questions 
as to the veracity of the 
event but was going 
nowhere near the scene 
as the police needed to do 
their job without a bunch 
of gawkers and drivebys. 
Within an hour it was 
reported on the news 
that the event was a false 
alarm. 

Police officers from 
Clinton, DeWitt County, 
Illinois State Police and 
Conservation Officers 
all responded to the 
emergency alarm. The 
plus in this scenario is how 
quickly and efficiently 
police units responded.

What then were the 
risks to the officers and 
the public. If the prank 
caller wanted to scare the 
day lights out or those at 
the responding location, 
her probably succeeded. 
Seeing ten or so police 
officers outside your 

house, and all armed, 
has to create a significant 
amount of fear in the 
residents. They don’t 
know what is going on, 
only that their home is the 
target of a police raid. 

Fear often times leads 
to irrational behavior. 
What if that resident came 
out of the house with a 
gun and the police shot 
him? The police officer 
is justified in firing his 
weapon based on the facts 
as he knows. The resident 
is totally innocent and 
totally dead. This prank 
is very dangerous for the 
residents.

The police officers are 
also fearful believing 
they are responding to an 
active shooter.  No matter 
how much training the 
officer has had, when you 
are in an active shooter 
situation, adrenaline is 
flowing and mistakes 
can happen. Remember 
the woman police officer 
who thought she had 
pulled her Taser, while 
actually pulling her 
service weapon, and shot 
and killed an individual. 
She went to prison and 
a young man is dead 
from her mistakenly, by 
her account, firing her 

weapon. 
Guns have no 

forgiveness. They simply 
do what they are designed 
to do.  Should weapons 
be fired in a residential 
area there is always risk 
to all the residents of 
the neighborhood for an 
errant shot. 

Add to this the sheer 
costs of having numerous 
police officers responding 
to a hoax. What if there 
was a real emergency 
occurring elsewhere 
and the officers needed 
to respond to that 
emergency? There are 
simply too many things 
that can go wrong in a 
swatting situation.  One 
of those inherent costs 
is what will the police 
do the next time such an 
emergency call is made. 
Will there be a hesitation 
in responding based on 
a previous false report? 
That is a concern. 

Individuals who 
commit swatting calls 
are truly engaging in a 
dangerous criminal act. 
My sympathy for these 
offenders is between slim 
and none.

To the officers that 
responded and acted in a 
professional manner, the 
community needs to say 
thank you. The officers 
responded and did their 
job, which should make 
all of us feel a little safer. 

Thank you officers for 
your rapid and effective 
response. 

Swatting
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Calvary United 
Pentecostal Church
412 S. Monroe 
Street, Clinton
(217) 935-8627
3 p.m.-Sunday wor-
ship
7 p.m.-Mondays 
family prayer
7 p.m.-Wednesday 
Bible study

Christ Lutheran 
Church 

& preschool
701 S. Mulberry 
Street, Clinton
Office (217) 935-
5808
Preschool office 
(217) 935-4675
8:15 a.m.-Sunday 
worship
9:30 a.m.-Sunday 
school
Preschool Tues., 
Wed. and Thurs. 
morning and after-
noon sessions.

Clinton Church 
of Christ

Bus. Rt. 51 south, 
Clinton
(217) 935-5058
Stephen R. Bradd, 
Gospel preacher
AudioEvangelism.
com
Clinton CofC.com
9 a.m.-Sunday morn-
ing Bible study
10 a.m.-Sunday 
morning worship
1 p.m.-Sunday wor-
ship
7 p.m.-Wednesday 
evening Bible study

Clinton Church 
of God

720 E. Woodlawn 
Street, Clinton
clintoncog.org
Mark Cooper, pastor
9:30 a.m.-Sunday 
school
10:30 a.m.-Sunday 
morning worship
6 p.m.-Sunday night 
service
7 p.m.-Wednesday 
service

Clinton 
Presbyterian 

Church
402 N. Center Street
Office hours: 8:30 
a.m.-12:30 p.m., 
Mon.-Fri.
Tel. (217) 935-6178
Fax (217) 935-6128
Pastor-Paul Stroup
clintonpresbyterian.
org
9:15 a.m.-Sunday 
school
10:30 a.m.-Sunday 
worship with nursery 
available
Senior high youth 
group meets twice a 
month.

PC - A Place to 
Belong - Believe – 
Become

Clinton United 
Methodist Church

308 E. Main Street
Rev. Darrell Howard
(217) 935-5869
clintonumcil.org
9 a.m. Sunday Wor-
ship
10:30 a.m. Sunday 
School Children & 
Adult
5 p.m. Saturday 
Evening Worship in 

chapel
3:30 p.m. Thursday 
JC Stars After School 
Children’s program 
(pickup is available)
3rd Sunday S.W.A.G 
Sr & Jr High Youth
6 p.m. Extended 
Table 2nd and 4th 
Mondays
12:30 p.m. Wednes-
day Backpack Minis-
try

First Baptist 
Church

220 Illini Drive, Clin-
ton
(217) 935-2032
firstbaptistchurch3@
frontier.com
Jonathan Roberson, 
assist. pastor
9:30 a.m.-Sunday 
school
10:30 a.m.-Sunday 
worship
5 p.m.-Sunday eve-
ning worship
7 p.m.-Wednesday 
mid-week prayer 
meeting

First Christian 
Church

100 N. Jackson 
Street, Clinton (W. 
Main & N. Jackson)
clintonfcc.com
Adult Bible School 
10:45 a.m.
Worship Services: 
9:30 a.m. 
First Kids Worship for 
3-yr -olds - 5th grade 
is available at 9:30 
a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Nursery available at 
each morning ser-
vice.

First Church 
of the Nazarene

Rt. 51 and Kleemann 
Drive, Clinton
Michael A. Taylor, 
pastor
8:30 a.m.-Sunday 
prayer around the 
altar
8:45 a.m.-continental 
breakfast
9:30 a.m.-Sunday 
school / Bible study
10:30 a.m.-morning 
worship
7 p.m.-Wednesday 
mid-week service

Kenney Christian 
Church

213 W. Benjamin 
Street, Kenney
(217) 944-2275
Ernie Harvey, min-
ister
9:30 a.m.-Bible study
10:30 a.m.-Sunday 
worship

Lane Christian 
Church

(217) 935-2557
www.lanechurch.org
Jim Kilson, preach-
ing and teaching 
minister
Marcus McCollom, 
youth and family 
minister
9 a.m.-Sunday 
school
10 a.m.-worship
5:30 p.m.-youth 
group
“We’re ordinary 
people helping each 
other become faithful 
followers of Jesus.”

Lifebridges Church
200 S. Alexander 
Street, Clinton
(217) 570-0105
www. lifebridges-
church.com
Pastors-Jonathan 
and Dana Taylor 
10 a.m.-Sunday cel-
ebration
10 a.m.- AMPED 
Kids for ages (1-5 
grades)
10 a.m.-AMPED Jr. 
(birth-K)
7 p.m.-AfterShock 
teen church, 6th-12 
grades
6 p.m.-Wednesday, 
Strategic Disciple
6:30 p.m.-Thursday, 
DIVE teen Bible 
study
7 p.m.- Thursdays, 
1st & 3rd, Empow-
ered Women / 2nd & 
4th, Frontline Men

St. John 
the Baptist 

Catholic Church
502 N. Monroe 
Street, Clinton
(217) 935-3727
Rev. James 
Owusu-Yeboah, 
pastor
4 p.m.-Saturday 
mass
8:30 a.m.-Sunday 
mass

St. Patrick 
Catholic Church

320 S. Locust Street, 
P.O. Box 116, Wa-
pella
(217) 935-8510
Office hours: 10 
a.m.-5 p.m., Tues. & 
Thurs.
Father Geoff Horton, 
pastor
9 a.m.-Sunday, Tues. 
& Thurs. mass
www.saintpatrickwa-
pella.org

Texas Christian 
Church

8301 Texas Church 
Road, Clinton
(217) 454-6846
www. Texaschristian-
church.org
Scott Marsh, minister
9 a.m.-Sunday 
school
10 a.m.-Sunday 
worship
6 p.m.-Sunday eve-
ning worship
6 p.m.-Wednesday 
prayer meeting

The Blessed Hope 
Seventh-Day 

Adventist Church
112 N. Monroe St., 
Clinton
(217) 731-4005
9:30 a.m.-Saturday, 
Sabbath school
11 a.m.- worship with 
pot luck afterwards
6 p.m.-Wednesday, 
prophecy meetings

Wapella 
Christian Church

101 N. Poplar
(217) 731-4404
Josh Gorrie, minister
Wapellacc.com
9 a.m.-Sunday 
school
10 a.m.-worship
“Celebrating our 
150th year”

Area Churches Directory

The
Culinary
Corner
By Chef
Roger Joss

Welcome to my little 
corner of culinary delights.

Midwest states can 
be said to include Ohio 
on west to Iowa and 
Missouri.  Michigan and 
Wisconsin to the north 
and possibly Kansas and 
Kentucky can be included.  
This leaves Oklahoma, 
Texas, New Mexico 
Wyoming Nebraska and 
the Dakotas comprising 
the Southwestern states.  
There is much debate 
about which and what all 
states are included in these 
regions.

The cuisine in the 
Southwestern states goes 
back hundreds of years to 
the American aborigines 
and Mexicans.  The food 
would therefore be highly 
spiced.  Chiles would be 
in nearly every traditional 
dish.  We can give credit 
to this region for having 
developed the ever 
popular salsa.  

I have often made salsa 
to put over my deluxe 
breakfast patties.  It makes 
for a fantastic breakfast 
combination even if I do 
say so myself.  Some of the 
foods that are particular 
to this region (although 
strange to us in the 
Midwest) would be snake, 
antelope and cactus.  Other 
indigenous foods of which 
we in the Midwest are 

familiar would be rabbit, 
fowl, bass, trout, squash, 
corn and beans.  Early 
pioneers coming from the 
East would naturally bring 
with them into this region 
the cuisine they enjoyed in 
the Eastern states.

Texas, being so large, 
would naturally have 
diverse types of cuisine in 
different sectors.  These 
can be divided into four 
sectors.  You can find Old 
Southern type cooking 
in the northern part of 
Texas.  Eastern Texas, 
which boards the Gulf of 
Mexico, would naturally 
enjoy cuisine that is found 
in other states boarding 
the gulf.  

Keeping in mind that 
Texas was once part of 
Mexico and that the Reo 
Grand River is the boarder, 
it goes without saying that 
southern Texas would 
be strongly influenced 
by Mexican cooking 
and cuisine.  This part of 
Texas even has its own 
form of cuisine known as 
“Tex-Mex.” This leaves 
us with central Texas that 
is influenced by the Anglo 

and German pioneers that 
settled in this area.  Cattle 
ranchers throughout Texas 
clearly enjoy their steaks.  
They have even perfected 
their own form of 
barbecue sauce invented 
by Mexican settlers and 
former slaves.

There are many recipes 
out there claiming to be 
the Texas barbecue sauce.  
I will give you the one 
that appears to be closest 
to the original: Mince a 
small yellow onion and 
sauté it in butter in a sauce 
pan over medium heat.  
Add two minced cloves 
of garlic once the onions 
are tender and translucent.  
After a minute, stir in 
1 cup of ketchup, ¼ 
cup packed with brown 
sugar, ¼ cup lemon juice, 
2 tablespoons each of 
apple cider vinegar and 
tomato paste, 1 tablespoon 
each of mustard and 
Worcestershire sauce, 
and 2 teaspoons of chili 
powder or cumin.  Once 
it reaches boiling, bring 
it down to simmer.  Let 
it simmer uncovered for 
about 20 minutes.  This 
will make just under two 
cups worth.

Next we move onto the 
west coastal states.

Until next time, peace to 
all.

Southwestern regional cuisine

BIBLE TRIVIA 
By Wilson Casey  

1. Is the book of Simon 
(KJV) in the Old or New 
Testament or neither?

2. In a fit of anger, what 
did King Saul throw trying 
to kill David? Spear, Vase, 
Shield, Ax

3. From Exodus 1, what 
were the people of Israel 
forced to make? Blankets, 
Boats, Baskets, Bricks

4. Who was the deceptive 
future father-in-law of 
Jacob? Masa, Laban, 
Jehoram, Rehu

5. What did Shamgar 
use to kill six hundred 
Philistines? Sword, 
Stones, Mina, Ox goad

6. How many deacons 
were chosen to help the 
apostles? 4, 7, 11, 15

Hardcore trivia fan? Visit 
Wilson Casey’s subscriber 
site at www.patreon.com/
triviaguy.

(c) 2023 King Features 
Synd., Inc.

ANSWERS: 1) Neither, 
2) Spear, 3) Bricks, 4) 
Laban, 5) Ox goad (Judges 
3:31), 6) 7

News - Community Events – Sports – Advertising - Coupons
WHEN YOU WANT IT!

Delivered Every Friday 
And the E-Edition at

www.theclintonjournal.com
24 Hours a day

CALL TO SUBSCRIBE - 217- 935-3171
111 S. Monroe - Clinton CJFILL
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A Salute to Farmers

The world faces many 
unique challenges in the 
decades to come, including 
a rapidly expanding global 
population. The United 
Nations estimates that 
the global population will 
reach 9.71 billion in 2050. 
That’s an increase of more 
than 1.7 billion people 
between 2023 and 2050. 

Food security is 
among the more 
significant challenges 
the world will face as 
the population increases. 
The United States 
Agency for International 
Development notes that 
food security means all 
individuals, regardless of 
their physical or economic 
circumstances, have 
access to sufficient food 
to meet the dietary needs 
for a productive, healthy 
life. Food security is a 
more significant issue than 
people may recognize, 
even in first world, fully 

Farming has never 
been a vocation for 
individuals looking 
for easy work. 

Farmers typically work long 
hours, braving the elements 
regardless of how unpleasant the 
weather may be.

All that hard work ensures 
individuals who live in rural, 
urban and suburban communities 
have constant, readily available 
access to healthy foods. Such 
devotion merits support, and 
thankfully there are many things 
consumers can do to show their 
appreciation for local farmers.

• Buy fresh foods at your 
local farmers market. Farmers 
markets are many foodies’ 
favorite places, but they aren’t 
exclusive to individuals with 
a passion for food. Everyone 
needs to eat, so why not eat 
foods grown locally, which 
are generally more fresh and 
appetizing than imported fruits 
and vegetables sold at chain 
grocery stores? Even individuals 
who don’t typically eat fresh 
fruit and vegetables can find 
something delectable at a local 
farmers market, where anything 
from homemade tomato sauces 

to locally raised fresh beef and 
pork might be on sale.

• Order directly from local 
farms. Some farmers have 
embraced the e-commerce 
revolution and begun selling the 
foods they grow to consumers 
via their own websites. Research 
local farms and determine if it’s 
possible to buy directly from 
them. Farms may offer delivery 
or pick-up, and consumers 
can enjoy fresh foods even 
more knowing that they helped 
farmers earn higher profits by 
buying directly from them.

• Check labels before buying in 

local grocery stores. Packaging 
labels will indicate where fruits 
and vegetables came from. 
When possible, choose items 
produced by local farmers. This 
may include fruits, vegetables, 
meat, pork, or even desserts like 
pies. Locally produced foods 
often taste more fresh than items 
sent from overseas or distant 
farms, and consumers will feel 
better knowing they helped to 
support local farmers.

• Spread the word. Get the word 
out after a satisfying experience 
with local farms and farmers. 
Whether it’s buying food from 

farms or taking advantage of 
family days that let kids enjoy a 
day on the farm, sharing positive 
experiences via social media or 
word-of-mouth can be a great 
way to inspire your neighbors to 
support local farmers as well.

Consumers can do much to 
support hardworking local 
farmers. In addition to feeling 
good about supporting their 
rural neighbors, consumers also 
might feel good when they sit 
down and enjoy a meal featuring 
locally grown, fresh foods. 

What consumers can do to support local farmers

The link between 
agriculture and food 
security

developed countries. 
For example, the United 
States Department of 
Agriculture’s Economic 
Research Service indicates 
that slightly more than 10 
percent of U.S. households 
were food insecure at 
some point during 2021. 
In fact, estimates suggest 
more than 800 million 
people across the globe go 
to bed hungry every night, 
which underscores the 
seriousness of the issue.

Agriculture and food 
security

Food security and the 
agricultural industry are 
inextricably linked. The 
USAID indicates that 
most of the people who go 
to bed hungry at night are 
smallholder farmers who 
depend on agriculture to 
make a living and feed 
themselves and their 
families. Supporting 
efforts to strengthen the 

agricultural industry 
can help to combat food 
security, as the USAID 
reports that growth within 
that sector has been 
found to be at least twice 
as effective at reducing 
poverty as growth in 
other sectors. Much of 
that can be traced to 
the disproportionate 

percentage of poor people 
who live in rural rather 
than urban areas. For 
example, the USAID 
reports that 75 percent of 
poor people in developing 
nations live in rural areas. 

           See SAFETY / A8
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But the poverty rate 
is higher in rural areas 
than urban areas in the 
United States as well. 
Data from the 2019 
American Community 
Survey indicates the 
poverty rate in rural areas 
was 15.4 percent in 2019 
compared to 11.9 percent 
in urban areas. Though 
recent data regarding 
rural poverty rates in 
Canada is unavailable, 
a 2013 discussion paper 
on the topic from the 
Government of Canada 
noted that the country’s 
rural residents earned less 
and had lower levels of 
education than residents 
in urban areas, suggesting 
that poverty is likely more 

prevalent in the Canadian 
countryside than in the 
country’s cities.

What can be done
Though food security 

poses a significant global 
challenge, lack of access 
to healthy foods is 
preventable. Individuals 
in rural and urban 
communities can voice 
their support for efforts to 
strengthen the agricultural 
sector. A thriving 
agricultural sector can 
ensure fewer people go 
to bed hungry each night 
and bolster the economies 
of rural communities that 
are disproportionately 
affected by poverty.  

Safety
from page A1 A

Salute
to 

Farmers
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Sports

Marc Rogers
jmarre@frontier.com

CLINTON — The Clin-
ton Maroons basketball 
team had some players 
who made the Champaign 
News-Gazette All-Area 
Basketball Teams.  

As with the girls teams, 
there are four divisions, 

1st team, 2nd team, special 
mention, and honorable 
mention.  

First was Dawson Graves 
(Jr.) who made the 2nd 
team.  He was followed by 
Mason Walker (Jr.) who 
was placed on the special 
mention team and Brooks 
Cluver (Jr.) who made the 
honorable mention team.  

Marc Rogers
jmarre@frontier.com

CLINTON — Although 
overshadowed by the Ma-
roons’ blazing season, the 
Lady Maroons racked up 
plenty of accolades them-
selves.  

The Bloomington Pan-
tagraph’s All Area Girls 
Basketball Team includ-
ed Lady Maroon Clara 
Dempsey as a selection on 
their Honorable Mention 
list.  Only 29 players were 
selected this year with 10 
on the first team and the 
final 19 on honorable men-
tion.  Clara finished her 

freshman season with 381 
points (16th highest total 
in Clinton High School 
(CHS) history) while aver-
aging 14.7 points per game 
over her last 16 games\ of 
the season.  Her 48 three-
point field goals was 6th 
highest in CHS history.  
She also had 130 rebounds, 
87 assists and 72 steals.  
And there are 3 more years 
to come.

The Champaign 
News-Gazette (N-G) also 
had there All-Area Girls 
Basketball Team rank-
ings and it included five 
Lady Maroons.  Along 
with Dempsey, there were 

Regan Filkin (So.), Hei-
di Humble (Jr.), MaKayla 
Koeppel (Jr.), and Avery 
Smith (Fr.).  The N-G had 
four divisions: 1st team, 
2nd team, Special Mention, 
and Honorable Mention.  
The Lady Maroons had 
Demdsey and Filkin in the 
Special Mention catego-
ry, while Humble, Koep-
pel and Smith were listed 
in the Honorable Mention 
category.  

Along with these honors, 
the Lady Maroons doled 
out awards at their annual 
banquet at the end of the 
season.  Those receiving 
awards were Riley Fentress 

(Most Improved Player); 
Sarah Mills, Alaina So-
beralski, and London Mc-
Feeters (Most Outstanding 
Teammates); Heidi Hum-
ble (Defensive Player of 
the Year, Assists Leader 
with 103, and Steals Leader 
with113); Clara Dempsey 
(Offensive Player of the 
Year, Scoring Leader with 
381 points, and 3-point 
Field Goal Leader with 48); 
MaKayla Koeppel (Re-
bounding Leader with 192 
and Field Goal Percentage 
Leader with 50.3%); and 
Regan Filkin (Free Throw 
Percentage with 65.1%).  

Marc Rogers
jmarre@frontier.com

CLINTON — There are 
many new factors in the 
sports life this year, and 
double games is one.  

Due to scheduling, bus 
driver shortages and as-
sorted other issues, the 
games have been piling up.  
The away games are as the 
home games with the Ma-
roons and Lady Maroons 
playing at the same time, 
same day; saving on long 
bus trips over more days.  

This month, the Maroons 
and Lady Maroons head-
ed to Tuscola to face the 
Warriors teams.  In the 
old-fashioned way, ladies 
first.  

The Lady Maroons took 
the lead in the top of the 
first on one run, only to 
be surpassed by the Lady 
Warriors in the bottom 
of the inning with 2 runs.  
The Lady Maroons tied the 
game in the second inning 
and added another run in 
the third.  

However, the opposition 
also scored in the third to 
tie the game again.  Then, 
in the 5th inning both teams 
scored 3 runs to keep the 
tie going.  From there the 
Lady Maroons were score-
less, but the Lady Warriors 
scored a final walk off run 
in the 8th inning for the 
win, 7-6.  

Ashley Armstrong 
pitched a complete game 
for the Lady Maroons al-
lowing 7 runs on 12 hits 
while striking out 10 and 
walking 3.  The offense 
was led by Heidi Humble 
going 3-4 at the plate with 
a double and a home run, 
Kylee Isaac going 3/5 at 
the plate with a double, 
and Brook Reeves and Re-
ice McCormick each had a 
double.  

As for the Maroons team, 
they were on fire, taking a 
4-0 lead in the first inning, 
adding another run in the 
second and another 4 runs 
in the third before the War-
riors were able to score a 
single run in the bottom of 
the third inning.  The War-
riors added another run in 
the fourth inning.  

The Maroons then scored 
a run in the fifth inning, 
while the Warriors added 
2 runs.  This would end 
the Warrior scoring while 
Clinton added another 3 
runs in the seventh for a 
13-4 win.  

Jack Manning (1-1) took 
the win for the Maroons 
going 4.2 innings allow-
ing 4 runs on 7 hits while 
walking 4 and striking out 
4.  Brooks Cluver was the 
Maroon reliever striking 
out 5 of the 8 batters he 
faced and giving up no 
hits or runs.  The Maroon 
offense was led by Cluver, 
Mason Walker, and Colton 
Walker each going 2/4 at 
the plate.  Colton walker 
had 3 runs batted in.

The Maroons next took a 

singular trip to Champaign 
Centennial to face the 
Chargers.  

The Maroons drew first 
blood with 2 runs in the 
first inning.  The Chargers 
had other ideas about the 
game and pushed over 3 
runs in the second.  

The Maroons then tied 
the game with a run in the 
third inning only to have 
the Chargers retake the 
lead in the fifth inning with 
a run.  

Then, in the sixth inning, 
the Chargers exploded for 
6 runs, trying to put the 
game out of reach.  Their 
strategy worked as the Ma-
roons could muster only 
2 runs in the 7th inning to 
end the game with a 10-5 
win for Centennial.  

Clinton used three pitch-
ers with Brock Wilson tak-
ing the loss.  The Maroons 
committed 5 errors.  The 
Maroon offense was led by 
Aiden Toohill going 2/3 at 
the plate, Colton Walker 
going 2/4 at the plate, and 
Mason Walker eking out a 
double. 

The double game travels 
then traversed to Central 
A&M to face the Raiders.  

The Lady Maroons again 
were up first.  It was slow 
going at first until the sec-
ond inning, when the Lady 
Raiders were able to score 
1 run.  

In the fourth inning the 
Lady Maroon offense 
found their grove and 
scored 6 runs to take the 
lead and then added anoth-
er run in the fifth inning for 
a little extra insurance.  

The opposition had a 
small run in the sixth with 
3 runs to end their produc-
tion. The Lady Maroons 
added another run in the 
7th inning to top off their 
win 8-4.  

Ashley Armstrong 
pitched the entire game 
giving up 4 runs on 5 hits, 
allowing 2 home runs and 
striking out 6.  Offensively 
Armstrong, Reice McCor-
mick, and Aliviyah Haynes 
each had a double.  Mea 
Kivlehan was 3/4 at the 
plate; Brook Reeves was 
1/1; and Alaina Soberals-
ki, Reice McCormick, and 
Aliviyah Haynes were all 
2/4 at the plate.  

While the Lady Maroons 
were on a roll, so were the 
Maroons.  The team took 
the lead in the first on two 
runs, and that was all they 
would need.  

The Raiders were held 
scoreless by the Maroons, 
who scored 2 more runs in 
the sixth inning and 3 in 
the final inning.  The Ma-
roons won 7-0 with Jack 
Manning taking the win 
pitching a complete game.  

He allowed two hits, 
walked one and struck out 
4.  Offensively for the Ma-
roons, Brooks Cluver and 
Noah Bass were each 2/4 
at the plate with a double 
each,and Josh Bass was 1/2 
with a double.

Courtesy of Woods Studio

Courtesy of Woods Studio

Recognition for CHS basketball

Catching up on 
CHS baseball, 
softball teams
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BRIDGE BITES             
 
 
 
NERVES OF STEEL                    
 
 
 

 Both Vulnerable 
 South   West     North    East 
                          1♣         1♦ 
           1♠         Pass    2♠         Pass 
           4♠         All Pass 
 
4♠ is a miserable contract, and clearly 
has no chance after the defense 
cashes two Diamonds and gets a 
Diamond ruff.  E-W will be happy to go 
plus, but naturally they would prefer 
down two to down one.  You are West, 
your nerve is about to be tested. 

 
After getting your Diamond ruff, you exit safely with a trump.  Dummy’s ♠A wins 
that, the ♥Q is run around successfully, the ♠K is cashed, then the ♥J is covered 
by the King and Ace.  Next is a Heart ruff and a Club to Declarer’s Ace.  Have 
you been busily counting the distribution, Mr. West?  Of course you have!  By 
now it is clear that Declarer was dealt four Spades (as East followed twice), and 
three Hearts (as East also showed up with three), and three Diamonds (from the 
bidding and the play).  That means that Declarer started life with three Clubs, no 
more, no less. 
 
You see where this is headed, don’t you?  Declarer now leads a low Club, and 
you resist the temptation to grab the ♣K for the setting trick.  Instead, with an air 
of nonchalance, you play low, after which it is a pretty safe bet that Declarer will 
guess to finesse the Ten, losing to East’s Jack.  Down two! 
 
It didn’t really take nerves of steel to duck the ♣K, all that was required was some 
counting as the play unfolded.  That would have reassured West that Declarer 
started with three Clubs and not a doubleton, and that the ♣K was sure to score 
a trick sooner or later. 
 
 
For bridge games, classes, or seminars, contact Mike Tomlianovich by phone: 309-825-5823 or 
b
y
 
e
m
a
i
l
:
 
 
m
j
t
o
m

 ♠ AK76 
♥ QJ 
♦ J64 
♣ QT76 

 

♠ 932 
♥ T8754 
♦ 75 
♣ K43 

         North 
 
West            East  
   
      Declarer 

♠ 54 
♥ K93 
♦ AKT98 
♣ J92 

 ♠ QJT8 
♥ A62 
♦ Q32 
♣ A85 
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Classified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $100 or less. 

 (15 words - 2 publications - price must be listed)

CLINTON • WAPELLA • WAYNESVILLE • KENNEY • DEWITT • LANE • WELDON

CLINTON COMMUNITY UNIT SCHOOLS
VACANCY NOTICE NO. 21

Please apply on-line at  
www.applitrack.com/Clinton/onlineapp unless noted otherwise. 

Clinton High School
• PE/Health Teacher for the 2023-24 school year, application deadline May 12, 2023
• LBS1 Transition Teacher for 2023-24, application deadline May 12, 2023
• Spanish Teacher for the 2023-24 school year, application deadline May 12, 2023

Clinton Junior High
• PE/Health Teacher for the 2023-24 school year, application deadline May 12, 2023

Clinton Elementary School 
• Special Education Teacher for the 2023-2024 school year, application deadline May 12, 2023
• Elementary Teacher for the 2023-24 school year, application deadline April 28, 2023

Transportation
• Sub Bus Driver, ($23.85 per hour) Bus Drivers must have a CDL or be willing to obtain one.  
• Sub Van Driver, ($21.74 per hour) 
• Sub Bus/Van Monitor & Part time Bus/Van Monitors, ($15.00 per hour)
• Sub Crossing Guards & Part time Crossing Guards, ($15.00 per hour)

Athletics
• Head Golf Coach, please apply online or email letter of interest, resume, and letters of 

recommendation to Matt Koeppel, AD, at mkoeppel@cusd15.org, application deadline 
May 12, 2023

• Head Baseball Coach, please apply online or email letter of interest, resume, and letters 
of recommendation to Matt Koeppel, AD, at mkoeppel@cusd15.org, application deadline 
May 12, 2023

Cafeteria
• Kitchen Staff (5.0 hours) 9-month position, Food Service Certificate required or be 

willing to obtain one / Kitchen experience preferred / Reports to CJHS Kitchen Manager, 
application deadline May 12, 20023. Will hire ASAP.

• Sub Kitchen Help, (on call as needed)

Unit Office
• Teacher Aide - Bilingual (English & Spanish), please see website for requirements for 

paraprofessional license  https://roe17.org/licensure/paraprofessionals , application dead-
line May 12, 2023

• Substitute School Nurse, who have active Illinois R.N. or LPN license and experi-
ence in school nursing for grades K-12. This position may involve experiences with 
health education, chronic disease management, communicable disease, immuni-
zations, first-aid, and medication administration. Hours for this position would be 
7:45 am-3:45pm on an as needed basis

“An Equal Opportunity Employer”
All employees must pass state & federal background checks.

04
28

20
23

Our law firm is now hiring for the position of legal 
assistant. The legal assistant will work closely with our 

attorneys, Joe Taylor, Bryce Lynch and Hillary Hines-Holl as 
well as other staff members to provide the best legal service 
to our clients.  The right candidate can expect to work with 
the attorneys in the practice areas of Estate Planning through 

  Wills and Trusts, Estate and Trust Administration, Real 
    Estate, Drainage Law, Business Formation, Contracts, 
     Civil Litigation, Banking, Evictions, and Family Law.

         The legal assistant position involves drafting legal 
         documents, attorney dictation, preparing notice of 
            hearings, scheduling hearings and appointments, 
             and performing such tasks as are needed by the 
                attorneys on behalf of our clients. Strong 
                  critical thinking, typing, writing, and 
                 communications skills are necessary for the 
                     right candidate. A familiarity with Word, 
                        Outlook, and WordPerfect is also helpful.

                         The benefits for this position include up 
                    to two weeks paid time off after the first 
        twelve months, traditional holidays off, and salary is 
        based upon experience. If you would like to apply for 
         the position, please send a resume and cover letter 
          to attorneys@dewittcountylaw.com.

203 HELP WANTED

THE CLINTON 
JOURNAL is 
seeking a substi-
tute delivery driver.  
Responsibilities 
include picking up 
paper bundles from 
the Journal office 
and delivering them 
to designated busi-
nesses in a timely 
manner.  MUST 
have a valid driver’s 
license, reliable 
transportation and 
valid insurance.  
Must be available 
Thursday mornings.   
Apply at the Clinton 
Journal office, 111 
S. Monroe St., Clin-
ton. (203TFN)

PART TIME HELP 
WANTED to sit 
with elderly mother.  
Very light duties.  
Clinton area.  
217-671-0392. 
(2030519)

205 SITUATIONS 

WANTED
MOWING JOBS 
wanted. Large lots, 
ditches and water-
ways.  Call Steve. 
(309) 824-0678. 
(2050505)
In-home caregiver 
looking to assist the 
elderly in DeWitt 
and Logan Coun-
ties.  32 years ex-
perience. Excellent 
local references.  
Call or text Sandy 
at 309-231-4540. 
(2050505)

305 GARAGE/
RUMMAGE SALES

PLACE A RUM-
MAGE SALE AD 
IN THE CLINTON 
JOURNAL. Dead-
line for ads are: 
Monday, 5:00 PM 
for the following Fri-
day edition.  Rate: 1 
publication and up 
to one week online, 
Up to 20 words for 
$17.00, additional 
words are 25¢ a 
word.  OUR RAIN 
GUARANTEE: If it 
rains on your sale 
day, we’ll rerun the 
same ad (only date 
& time changes) 
for free. Must run 
within 2 weeks.

4516 HALLSVILLE 
ROAD, KENNEY: 
1 mile North of Ken-
ney on Hallsville 
Road. Friday, May 
5, 8-5, Saturday, 
May 6, 8-2. Tools, 
knives, claw foot 
bathtub, oak church 
pew, corner booth 
with table, gallons 
of implement paint 
- JD, C-IH, CAT, 
Dutch Boy house 

paint, spray paint, 
crocks, oil lamps, 
collectibles, Tup-
perware, Corning, 
kitchenware, metal 
pans, utensils, 
household, Ab-Cir-
cle-Pro exerciser, 
ladies jackets, 
white fur coat, nice 
men’s dress shirts 
XLT, nice dress 
pants, nice jeans, 
men’s shoes, NIB 
western boots 
#13, NIB Stetson 
hat, leather/suede 
vests, jackets, hats, 
western figurines, 
like new gas grill, 
metal glider, dog 
crates/kennels, dog 
ramp, landscape 
rocks, aloe plants, 
lots more. Off site: 
curved glass cabi-
net. (3050428)

LEGAL

ASSUMED NAME 
PUBLICATION 
NOTICE

Public Notice is 
hereby given that 
on Tuesday, April 4, 
2023, a certificate 
was filed in the 
Office of the County 
Clerk of DeWitt 
County, Illinois, 
setting forth the 
names and post-of-
fice addresses of 
all of the persons 
owning, conducting 
and transacting the 
business known as: 

HEART OF IL-
LINOIS HORSE 
RESCUE
3837 TRIBUTARY 
RD
CLINTON, IL 61727

Dated: Tuesday, 
April 4, 2023
/s/ Kari L. Harris/ba
County Clerk

No. 2023-187

LEGAL 19751
April 14, 21 and 28, 
2023

LEGAL

Clinton Eagles 
F.O.E. 593 will hold 
its nomination of 
officers on April 
18, 2023, with its 
election of officers 
on May 2, 2023. 

LEGAL 19754

April 14, 21 and 28, 
2023

LEGAL

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT FOR THE 
SIXTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT
DEWITT COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
U.S. BANK TRUST 

NATIONAL AS-
SOCIATION, AS 
TRUSTEE OF CVF 
III MORTGAGE 
LOAN TRUST II
Plaintiff,
v.
JOSEPH DEHN AS 
SPECIAL REP-
RESENTATIVE 
OF LAUREN R. 
SKROBOT; ALEX-
ANDER SKROBOT; 
CASPER SKRO-
BOT; THEODORE 
OLSON; CAVAL-
RY SPV I, LLC; 
UNKNOWN HEIRS 
AND LEGATEES 
OF LAUREN R. 
SKROBOT; UN-
KNOWN OWNERS 
AND NON-RE-
CORD CLAIM-
ANTS
Defendants.
CASE NO. 
2022FC24
520 W. NORTH 
STREET
WELDON, IL 61882
NOTICE OF SER-
VICE BY PUBLICA-
TION
The requisite 
affidavit for pub-
lication having 
been filed, notice is 
hereby given you: 
Alexander Skrobot; 
Casper Skrobot; 
Theodore Olson; 
Unknown Heirs 
and Legatees of 
Lauren R. Skrobot; 
Unknown Owners 
and Non-Record 
Claimants, defen-
dants in the above 
entitled cause, that 
suit has been com-
menced against 
you and other 
defendants in the 
Circuit Court for the 
Judicial Circuit by 
said plaintiff praying 
for the foreclosure 
of a certain mort-
gage conveying the 
premises described 
as follows, to wit:
PART OF LOT 
TWELVE (12) OF 
THE SUBDIVISION 
OF THE NORTH-
EAST QUARTER 
OF SECTION NINE 
(9), TOWNSHIP 
NINETEEN (19) 
NORTH, RANGE 
FOUR (4) EAST 
OF THE 3RD 
P.M WITHIN THE 
VILLAGE LIMITS 
OF THE VILLAGE 
OF WELDON, 
DEWITT COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS, WITH 
THE SAID TRACT 
BEING MORE 
PARTICULAR-
LY DESCRIBED 
AS FOLLOWS. 
BEGINNING AT 
A POINT ON THE 
NORTH LINE OF 
NORTH STREET 
IN THE VILLAGE 
OF WELDON, 
ILLINOIS, AND/OR 
THE SOUTH LINE 
OF SAID LOT 12, 
SAID POINT BE-
ING 141.20 FEET 

WESTERLY OF 
THE SOUTHEAST 
CORNER OF SAID 
LOT 12, RUNNING 
THENCE WEST-
ERLY ALONG THE 
NORTH LINE OF 
NORTH STREET 
FOR 75.00 FEET; 
THENCE NORTH-
ERLY ALONG A 
LINE PARALLEL 
TO THE EAST 
LINE OF SAID LOT 
12 FOR 306.27 
FEET, THENCE
EASTERLY FOR 
75.00 FEET; 
THENCE SOUTH-
ERLY FOR 305.55 
FEET TO THE 
POINT OF BEGIN-
NING, SITUATED 
IN THE VILLAGE 
OF WELDON, 
DEWITT COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS.
Commonly known 
as: 520 W. NORTH 
STREET, WEL-
DON, IL 61882
PIN#: 14-09-251-
008
and which said 
Mortgage was 
made by Brian 
Skrobot and Lauren 
R. Skrobot as Mort-
gagor(s) to Fremont 
Investment & Loan, 
its successors 
and/or assigns, 
as Mortgagee, 
and recorded in 
the Office of the 
Recorder of Deeds 
as Document 
Number 185752 
and for other relief; 
that Summons was 
duly issued out of 
the above Court 
against you as 
provided by law and 
that said suit is now 
pending.
NOW THERE-
FORE, unless you, 
the said above 
named defendants, 
file your answer to 
the complaint in the 
said suit or other-
wise make your 
appearance therein, 
in the Office of the 
Clerk of the Court 
at DEWITT COUN-
TY CLERK County 
on or before MAY 
22, 2023, a de-
fault may be taken 
against you at any 
time after that date 
and a Judgment en-
tered in accordance 
with the prayer of 
said complaint.
This communica-
tion is an attempt to 
collect a debt and 
any information ob-
tained will be used 
for that purpose.
Travis P Barry, Esq.
ARDC#6305429
KELLEY KRONEN-
BERG, P.A.
Attorney For Plain-
tiff
Service email: 
ileservice@kel-
leykronenberg.com
Attorney email: tba-
rry@kelleykronen-

berg.com
20 North Clark 
Street, Suite 1150
Chicago, IL 60602
6114-932140IN 
THE CIRCUIT 
COURT FOR THE 
SIXTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT
DEWITT COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS
U.S. BANK TRUST 
NATIONAL AS-
SOCIATION, AS 
TRUSTEE OF CVF 
III MORTGAGE 
LOAN TRUST II
Plaintiff,
v.
JOSEPH DEHN AS 
SPECIAL REP-
RESENTATIVE 
OF LAUREN R. 
SKROBOT; ALEX-
ANDER SKROBOT; 
CASPER SKRO-
BOT; THEODORE 
OLSON; CAVAL-
RY SPV I, LLC; 
UNKNOWN HEIRS 
AND LEGATEES 
OF LAUREN R. 
SKROBOT; UN-
KNOWN OWNERS 
AND NON-RE-
CORD CLAIM-
ANTS
Defendants.
CASE NO. 
2022FC24
520 W. NORTH 
STREET
WELDON, IL 61882
NOTICE OF SER-
VICE BY PUBLICA-
TION
The requisite 
affidavit for pub-
lication having 
been filed, notice is 
hereby given you: 
Alexander Skrobot; 
Casper Skrobot; 
Theodore Olson; 
Unknown Heirs 
and Legatees of 
Lauren R. Skrobot; 
Unknown Owners 
and Non-Record 
Claimants, defen-
dants in the above 
entitled cause, that 
suit has been com-
menced against 
you and other 
defendants in the 
Circuit Court for the 
Judicial Circuit by 
said plaintiff praying 
for the foreclosure 
of a certain mort-
gage conveying the 
premises described 
as follows, to wit:
PART OF LOT 
TWELVE (12) OF 
THE SUBDIVISION 
OF THE NORTH-
EAST QUARTER 
OF SECTION NINE 
(9), TOWNSHIP 

NINETEEN (19) 
NORTH, RANGE 
FOUR (4) EAST 
OF THE 3RD 
P.M WITHIN THE 
VILLAGE LIMITS 
OF THE VILLAGE 
OF WELDON, 
DEWITT COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS, WITH 
THE SAID TRACT 
BEING MORE 
PARTICULAR-
LY DESCRIBED 
AS FOLLOWS. 
BEGINNING AT 
A POINT ON THE 
NORTH LINE OF 
NORTH STREET 
IN THE VILLAGE 
OF WELDON, 
ILLINOIS, AND/OR 
THE SOUTH LINE 
OF SAID LOT 12, 
SAID POINT BE-
ING 141.20 FEET 
WESTERLY OF 
THE SOUTHEAST 
CORNER OF SAID 
LOT 12, RUNNING 
THENCE WEST-
ERLY ALONG THE 
NORTH LINE OF 
NORTH STREET 
FOR 75.00 FEET; 
THENCE NORTH-
ERLY ALONG A 
LINE PARALLEL 
TO THE EAST 
LINE OF SAID LOT 
12 FOR 306.27 
FEET, THENCE
EASTERLY FOR 
75.00 FEET; 
THENCE SOUTH-
ERLY FOR 305.55 
FEET TO THE 
POINT OF BEGIN-
NING, SITUATED 
IN THE VILLAGE 
OF WELDON, 
DEWITT COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS.
Commonly known 
as: 520 W. NORTH 
STREET, WEL-
DON, IL 61882
PIN#: 14-09-251-
008
and which said 
Mortgage was 
made by Brian 
Skrobot and Lauren 

R. Skrobot as Mort-
gagor(s) to Fremont 
Investment & Loan, 
its successors 
and/or assigns, 
as Mortgagee, 
and recorded in 
the Office of the 
Recorder of Deeds 
as Document 
Number 185752 
and for other relief; 
that Summons was 
duly issued out of 
the above Court 
against you as 
provided by law and 
that said suit is now 
pending.
NOW THERE-
FORE, unless you, 
the said above 
named defendants, 
file your answer to 
the complaint in the 
said suit or other-
wise make your 
appearance therein, 
in the Office of the 
Clerk of the Court 
at DEWITT COUN-
TY CLERK County 
on or before MAY 
22, 2023, a de-
fault may be taken 
against you at any 
time after that date 
and a Judgment en-
tered in accordance 
with the prayer of 
said complaint.
This communica-
tion is an attempt to 
collect a debt and 
any information ob-
tained will be used 
for that purpose.
Travis P Barry, Esq.
ARDC#6305429
KELLEY KRONEN-
BERG, P.A.
Attorney For Plain-
tiff
Service email: 
ileservice@kel-
leykronenberg.com
Attorney email: tba-
rry@kelleykronen-
berg.com
20 North Clark 
Street, Suite 1150
Chicago, IL 60602
6114-932140

LEGAL 19762
April 21, April 28, 
May 5, 2023

LEGAL

PUBLIC NOTICE

TREE TRIMMING 
ACTIVITIES IN 
Kenney & Unin-
corporated De Witt 
County, IL AND 
NEARBY AREAS

TO THE PATRONS 
OF AMEREN ILLI-
NOIS: 

Please be advised 
that Ameren Illinois 
will trim trees and 
other vegetation 
in and around 
the town(s) of IN 
Kenney & Unin-
corporated De Witt 
County, Illinois. 
Our qualified utility 
arborists will trim 
trees and vegeta-
tion that could in-
terfere with electric 
lines that run from 
pole to pole and 
elsewhere. This 
work is necessary 
in order to minimize 
the likelihood of 
outages and safety 
hazards. There is 
no charge to you for 
this service. 

If you have any 
questions about this 
work, please call 
1-800-755-5000 or 
visit our website at 
MySafeTrees.com. 
You may address 
your concerns in 
the manner speci-
fied on our website. 
You may also call 
the Consumer 
Services Division of 
the Illinois Com-
merce Commission 
at 1-800-524-
0795. Maps have 
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been provided to 
the mayors and 
the county board 
chairpersons of the 
affected areas. 

Sincerely, 
Ameren Illinois For-
estry Department 

LEGAL 19763
April, 28 2023

LEGAL

PUBLIC NOTICE

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 
SIXTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT
DEWITT COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS

ESTATE OF GARY 
LEE FERGUSON, 
Deceased 
IN PROBATE 
2023-PR-14 

CLAIM NOTICE

Notice is given of 
the death of Gary 
Lee Ferguson of 3 
Entrada Hermosa, 
Santa Fe, New 
Mexico 87506. Let-
ters of Office were 
issued on March 
18, 2023, to Patricia 
H. Ferguson of 3 
Entrada Hermosa, 
Santa Fe, New 
Mexico 87506, 
whose attorney is 
Maureen A. Maffei 
of ICE MILLER LLP 
– 2300 Cabot Drive, 
Suite 455, Lisle, 
Illinois 60532. 

Claims against the 
estate may be filed 
in the office of the 
Clerk of the Circuit 
Court – DeWitt 
County at 201 West 
Washington Street, 
Clinton, Illinois 
61727, or with the 
representative or 
both, within six (6) 
months from the 
date the of first 
publication of this 
Notice, which is 
4/28/2023, or within 
three (3) months 
from the date of 
the mailing of this 
Notice, whichever 
is later, and any 
claim not filed on 
or before that date 
is barred. Copies 
of a claim filed with 
the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered 
to the representa-
tive(s) and to the 
attorney within ten 
(10) days after it 
has been filed. 

E-filing is now 
mandatory for 
documents in civil 
cases with limited 
exemptions. To 
e-file, you must first 
create an account 
with an e-filing 
service provider. 
Visit https://efile.
illinoiscourts.gov/
service-providers.
htm to learn more 
and to select a 
service provider. If 
you need additional 
help or have trouble 
e-filing, visit http://
www.illinoiscourts.
gov/FAQ/gethelp.
asp or talk with your 
local circuit clerk’s 
office. 

Patricia H. Fergu-
son, Executor 

Prepared by: 
Maureen A. Maffei 
ICE MILLER LLP 
Attorney at Law
 2300 Cabot Dr. 
Suite 455 Lisle, IL 
60532 
Maureen.Maffei@
IceMiller.com 

LEGAL 19764
April 28 and May 5 
and 12, 2023

LEGAL

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 
SIXTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT DEWITT 
COUNTY, ILLINOIS
In the matter of 
DEWITT SPE-
CIAL DRAINAGE 
DISTRICT, in the 
Counties of DeWitt 
and Piatt, and State 
of Illinois
No. 56-TX-169
NOTICE OF HEAR-
ING
YOU ARE HERE-
BY NOTIFIED that 
on the 31st day of 
May, 2023, at 11:00 
a.m., a hearing 
will be held on the 

Commissioner’s 
Petition for Election 
of Non-Landowners 
As Commissioners, 
filed on the 20th 
day of February, 
2023 in this matter 
in Courtroom A of 
the DeWitt County 
Courthouse, 201 
W. Washington St., 
Clinton, Illinois, 
before the presid-
ing Judge Karle 
E. Koritz, at which 
time and place you 
may appear if you 
so desire.
James D. Cottrell, 
attorney for the 
Plaintiff
Prepared By:
James D. Cottrell
James D. Cottrell 
Law Office, PC
505 W. University 
Ave
Champaign, Illinois 
61820
217-693-4905
Email: jdc4@live.
com
ARDC: 6184207

LEGAL 19765
April 28 and May 5, 
2023

LEGAL

REQUEST FOR 
BID:
DRAWINGS AND 
SPECIFICATIONS 
FOR WARNER 
HOSPITAL AND 
HEALTH SER-
VICES, A MUNIC-
IPAL HOSPITAL 
OF THE CITY 
OF CLINTON, 
ILLINOIS, ORGA-
NIZED AND OP-
ERATING IN THE 
CITY OF CLINTON, 
PURSUANT TO 65 
ILCS 5/11-23-1 ET 
SEQ. (“THE HOS-
PITAL”). THE 2023 
ROOFING RESTO-
RATION AND BID 
PACKAGE MAY 
BE OBTAINED 
BY CONTACT-
ING, THOMAS 
HANKINS, 217-
935-9571 EXT 
3272 OR VIA 
EMAIL THOMAS.
HANKINS@WAR-
NERHOSPITAL.
ORG . A PRE-
BID MEETING IS 
SCHEDULED FOR 
WEDNESDAY, 
MAY 10, 2023, AT 
10:00 AM, AT THE 
MAIN ENTRANCE 
OF THE HOS-
PITAL. A WALK 
AROUND OF THE 
ROOFS WILL 
FOLLOW FOR 
THOSE INTER-
ESTED. SEALED 
BIDS MUST BE 
SUBMITTED NO 
LATER THAN 
WEDNESDAY MAY 
24, 2023, BY 2:00 
PM AT WHICH 
TIME THEY WILL 
BE OPENED. ALL 
TIMES NOTED 
ARE CENTRAL 
TIME.
BOTH THE PRE-
BID MEETING 
AND DELIVERY 
OF SEALED-BIDS 
WILL OCCUR AT 
WARNER HOSPI-
TAL AND HEALTH 
SERVICES, 422 
WEST WHITE 
STREET, CLINTON 
IL 61727. ENTER 
FROM THE MAIN 
ENTRANCE TO 
THE HOSPITAL 
FROM THE PARK-
ING LOT.
PURSUANT TO 
THE PUBLIC 
CONSTRUCTION 
BOND ACT, 30 
ILCS 550/.01 ET 
SEQ., BOTH A 
BID BOND AND A 
PERFORMANCE 
BOND WILL BE 
REQUIRED.
PREVAILING 
WAGE LAW: 
THIS CONTRACT 
CALLS FOR THE 
CONSTRUCTION 
OF A “PUBLIC 
WORK,” WITHIN 
THE MEANING 
OF THE ILLINOIS 
PREVAILING 
WAGE ACT, 820 
ILCS 130/.01 
ET SEQ. (“THE 
ACT”). THE 
ACT REQUIRES 
CONTRACTORS 
AND SUBCON-
TRACTORS TO 
PAY LABORERS, 
WORKERS AND 
MECHANICS PER-
FORMING SER-
VICES ON PUBLIC 
WORKS PROJ-
ECTS NO LESS
THAN THE CUR-
RENT “PREVAIL-
ING RATE OF 

WAGES” (HOUR-
LY CASH WAGES 
PLUS AMOUNT 
FOR FRINGE 
BENEFITS) IN THE 
COUNTY WHERE 
THE WORK IS 
PERFORMED. 
THE DEPART-
MENT PUBLISHES 
THE PREVAILING 
WAGE RATES ON 
ITS WEBSITE AT:
HTTP://WWW.
STATE.IL.US/
AGENCY/IDOL/
RATES/RATES.
HTM.
THE CONTRAC-
TOR/SUBCON-
TRACTOR HAS 
AN OBLIGATION 
TO CHECK THE 
DEPARTMENT’S 
WEB SITE FOR 
REVISIONS TO 
PREVAILING 
WAGE RATES. 
FOR INFORMA-
TION REGARD-
ING CURRENT 
PREVAILING 
WAGE RATES, 
PLEASE REFER 
TO THE ILLINOIS 
DEPARTMENT OF 
LABOR’S WEB-
SITE. ALL CON-
TRACTORS AND 
SUB-CONTRAC-
TORS RENDER-
ING SERVICES 
UNDER THIS 
CONTRACT MUST 
COMPLY WITH 
ALL REQUIRE-
MENTS OF THE 
ACT, INCLUDING 
BUT NOT LIMITED 
TO, ALL WAGE, 
NOTICE AND RE-
CORD KEEPING 
DUTIES.
THE BIDDER 
SHALL HAVE A 
WRITTEN SEXUAL 
HARASSMENT 
POLICY IN PLACE 
IN FULL COM-
PLIANCE WITH 
SECTION 2-105 
OF THE ILLINOIS 
HUMAN RIGHTS 
ACT.
BIDDERS TO BE 
AWARE ADDI-
TIONAL ADMINIS-
TRATIVE PA-
PERWORK WILL 
BE REQUIRED 
AS FUNDING IS 
STATE AGENCY 
PROVIDED.
BIDDERS WILL 
BE REQUIRED TO 
COMPLY WITH 
THE STATE OF 
ILLINOIS ‘ILLI-
NOIS WORKS 
APPRENTICESHIP 
INITIATIVE (30 
ILCS 559/20-20 
TO 20-25) AND 
THE APPLICABLE 
ADMINISTRATIVE 
RULES AT (14 IL 
ADMINSTRATIVE 
CODE PART 680).
THE HOSPITAL 
RESERVES THE 
RIGHT TO RE-
JECT ANY OR ALL 
BIDS.
LEGAL 19766
April 28, 2023

0221300.00
DEWITT COUNTY 
HOUSING AU-
THORITY 
NIXON APART-
MENTS AIR HAN-
DLER REPLACE-
MENT
CLINTON, ILLI-
NOIS
SECTION 00 1113 
- INVITATION FOR 
BIDS
DeWitt County 
Housing Authority
100 South Railroad 
Street
Clinton, IL 61727
The DeWitt County 
Housing Author-
ity (DCHA) is 
inviting sealed Bid 
Proposals from 
interested and 
qualified parties for 
the Nixon Apart-
ments Air Handler 
Replacement, in 
Clinton, IL, gen-
erally including all 
labor, supervision, 
materials, supplies, 
transportation, 
equipment and 
services necessary 
and required as set 
forth in the Contract 
Documents.
Separate sealed 
BIDS will be 
received by the 
DeWitt County 
Housing Authority 
at the main office 
located at the ad-
dress listed above 
until 2:00 p.m. CST 
on Thursday, May 
11, 2023, at which 
time the bids will be 
publicly opened and 
read aloud.
A non-mandatory 
Pre-Bid Confer-
ence will be held 

Wednesday, May 
3, 2023 at 10:00 
a.m. at the main 
office located at the 
address above.
The Bidding 
Documents are 
available via the 
Architect’s project 
bidding website, 
http://bidlist.f-w.
com/. The Bidder 
may register for 
this project at the 
website in order to 
receive a username 
and password to 
access, view and 
print the Bidding 
Documents. For 
any questions or is-
sues accessing the 
Bidding Documents 
from the website, 
contact the Office 
of the Architect.
Terms and Con-
ditions will need 
to be accepted 
by the planholder 
prior to obtaining 
an electronic copy 
of the Bidding 
Documents on the 
Project Bidding 
website. Electronic 
Document access 
will only be pro-
vided to interested 
bidding companies 
and/or equipment 
companies. Elec-
tronic copies are 
provided at no cost. 
Printing of such 
documents will be 
the responsibility 
of the planholder in 
accordance with the 
website Terms and 
Conditions.
All costs associated 
with printing the 
Bidding Documents 
are the responsi-
bility of the entity 
requesting the Bid-
ding Documents.
All bids must be 
accompanied by 
a negotiable bid 
guarantee not less 
than five percent 
(5%) of the amount 
of the bid in accor-
dance with Clause 
9 Bid Guarantee 
of the Instructions 
to Bidders. The bid 
guarantee shall be 
a certified check or 
bank draft payable 
to the order of the 
DeWitt County 
Housing Authority 
or a satisfactory Bid 
Bond executed by 
the Bidder and an 
acceptable surety. 
The bid guarantee 
shall ensure the 
execution of the 
contract and fur-
nishing of a method 
of assurance of 
completion. Failure 
to submit bid 
guarantee with the 
bid shall result in 
rejection of the bid.
In accordance with 
Clause 10 Assur-
ance of Completion 
of the Instructions 
to Bidders, and pri-
or to the execution 
of any contract, the 
successful bidder is 
required to furnish 
and pay for satis-
factory performance 
and payment bond 
or bonds in a penal 
sum of 100 percent 
of the contract 
price.
Attention is called 
to the provisions for 
equal employment 
opportunity and that 
payment of not less 
than the minimum 
salaries and wages 
as set forth in the 
Specifications must 
be paid on this 
project. Any State 
rate that exceeds 
the corresponding 
Federal rate is inap-
plicable and shall 
not be enforced. All 
bidders shall submit 
with each bid, the 
Contractor’s Affir-
mative Action Cer-
tification to comply 
with the provision 
for equal employ-
ment opportunity. 
(Attention is direct-
ed to the Special 
Equal Opportunity 
Provisions as set 
forth in the Supple-
ment to the Instruc-
tions to Bidders 
and in the General 
Conditions.)
Representations, 
Certifications and 
Other Statements 
of Bidders, form 
HUD 5369-A; 
Previous Participa-
tion Certification, 
form HUD-2530; 
Form of Non-Col-
lusive Affidavit; 
and a Schedule of 
Subcontractors, if 

applicable, shall be 
submitted with each 
bid.
All bidders must 
sign and submit all 
forms in Specifi-
cation Section 00 
6005 including the 
Section 3 Clause 
and Section 3 
Assurances. Con-
tractors awarded 
a contract must 
comply with HUD’s 
regulations in 24 
CFR Part 135, 
which implements 
Section 3.
All bidders shall 
thoroughly examine 

and investigate the 
project documents 
and existing project 
site(s) to determine 
existing site and 
project conditions. 
Additional costs 
and payment shall 
not be awarded to 
the contractor for 
existing conditions 
that can be deter-
mined by carefully 
examining the site 
and project docu-
ments.
The DeWitt County 
Housing Authority 
intends to award 
one contract on the 

basis of lowest and 
most responsive 
and responsible 
bid for all work to 
be performed. The 
successful bidder 
must be prepared 
to begin work im-
mediately upon no-
tification of award. 
The DeWitt County 
Housing Authority 
reserves the right 
to reject any or all 
bids or to waive any 
informality in the 
bidding process.
No bid shall be 
withdrawn for a 
period of thirty days 

(30) subsequent to 
the opening of bids 
without the consent 
of the VHA.
DeWitt County 
Housing Authority
By: Ms. Terrill 
Garland
Executive Director
Date: April 21, 2023
END OF SECTION 
00 1113
LEGAL 19767
April 28, May 5, 
2023

It’s  
Time to 
Celebrate  
Love, Life 
& Happiness
Share your engagement, wedding, anniversary or milestone 
birthdays FREE OF CHARGE in the Clinton Journal!
Include a photo and the details you want to share with your 
community! The Clinton Journal will publish your news at NO 
CHARGE in an upcoming edition!
Send your life event to: Gordon Woods at  
gwoods@theclintonjournal.com.
Let’s celebrate together in your community newspaper!

111 S. Monroe St., Clinton, IL 61727
PHONE: (217) 935-3171 • FAX: (217) 935-6086

03
12

20
21

Save your loved one’s obituary 
with a laminated bookmark 
from the Clinton Journal

After your loved one’s obituary is  
published in the Clinton Journal, have it 
preserved and laminated for $15 like the 

design example shown here.

111 S. Monroe St., Clinton, IL 61727 
P: (217) 935-3171

www.theclintonjournal.com
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Herbert Chavez
University of Illinois
Extension

Urbana – One of the best 
ways to preserve food is 
canning, a home-based 
method of food preserva-
tion that helps people pro-
long garden harvests, save 
on food costs, participate in 
family traditions, and con-
trol the quality of the food 
they eat.

Discover how to can with 
confidence and learn the 
proper techniques for safely 
using a water bath canner, 
including an electric water 
bath canner, steam canner, 
and pressure canner, in the 
3-week online series “Fill 
Your Pantry: Canning with 
Confidence,” presented by 
University of Illinois Ex-
tension.

“Canning is more popu-
lar than ever before. There 
is a lot of misinformation 
circulating online about 
food preservation practices 
and canning in particular. 
Through this series, we 
want to make sure every-
one has the most up-to-date 
information for safely can-
ning their food at home,” 
says Extension Educator 

Kristin Bogdonas.

Each session will provide 
participants with instruc-
tions, recipes, and resourc-
es to get started canning 
safely and will include a 
video demonstration show-
ing each canner in action.

Session dates:
June 8 | Noon: Canning 

with Confidence: Boiling 
Water Bath Canners

June 15 | Noon: Canning 
with Confidence: Steam 
Canners

June 22 | Noon: Canning 
with Confidence: Pressure 
Canners

Register by visiting go.il-
linois.edu/FillYourPantry

If a reasonable accommo-
dation is needed or for more 
information, please contact 
Jenna Smith at jesmith6@
illinois.edu. Early requests 
are strongly encouraged 
to allow sufficient time to 
meet access needs.

Want to learn about other 
food preservation methods? 
Watch recorded sessions 
that cover drying, ferment-
ing, freezing, pickling, and 
processing foods such as 
tomatoes, apples, jams, and 
jellies.

 SOURCE: Jenna Smith, 
Nutrition and Wellness Ed-
ucator, Illinois Extension

WRITER: Herbert 

Chavez, Media Communi-
cations Coordinator

About Extension
Illinois Extension leads 

public outreach for Univer-

sity of Illinois by translating 
research into action plans 
that allow Illinois families, 
businesses, and community 
leaders to solve problems, 
make informed decisions, 

and adapt to changes and 
opportunities.

Learn three ways to can with confidence
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Kids 
Create 

Ads

Katie Cunningham
7th Grade

Sophia Goff
7th Grade

Josie Blakely
8th Grade

Audrey Toohill
8th Grade

The Clinton Journal presents
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Kids 
Create 
Ads

Alorah Dallas
8th Grade

Phelix Krit
7th Grade

Sirena Troutt
8th Grade

Shawn Ferguson
7th Grade

Rowen Kaufman
8th Grade

The Clinton Journal presents

111 South Monroe, Clinton    |    Ph: 217-935-3171    |    www.theclintonjournal.com

News | Community Events | Sports | Advertising | Coupons
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WEATHER
Your Forecast

Information from the National Weather Service

Weather History

Sunday
Cloudy
High 54

Saturday
Sunny

High 68

Monday
Cloudy
High 51

Tuesday
Cloudy
High 55

Wednesday
Cloudy
High 58

Thursday
Sunny

High 66

422 W White St., Clinton | www.warnerhospital.org

Each office is locally owned and operated.

205 East Side Square 
Clinton, IL 61727

Office 217.935.8525
618 N. Chicago

Lincoln, IL 62656 
The217HomeTeam.com

Camill Tedrick, Designated Managing Broker 04
28

20
23

112 Warner Ct., Clinton, IL

CLIN
TO

N

Charming Upscale Bar & gaming Parlor $185,000

301 N Madison, Clinton

2 Bdrm. Bungalow
SALE 

PENDING

CLIN
TO

N Middle Creek Rd., Clinton

CLIN
TO

N

18.75 Acres, Creek Twsp. SOLD

23 Walnut St., Weldon

3 Bdrm., 2 Bath Ranch

WELD
ON

SOLD

3 Chestnut Ct., Clinton

3 Bedroom Ranch, full basement

HILL
CRES

T

$219,900

619 S. Bloomington, DeWitt, IL

DEWITT

3 Bdrm, 1 bath, enclosed front porch SOLD

April 29
1947: A tornado damaged several homes and destroyed a tavern 
and several garages in the western part of Kingston Mines, in 
southern Peoria County. The tornado was seen by thousands of 
people in Pekin, where debris would soon rain down. A second 
tornado hit Kingston Mines about 15 minutes later, destroying the 
post office, barns, and 2 taverns, one of which lost its roof in the 
previous tornado.

1998: A series of severe thunderstorms developed over Logan 
and McLean Counties, mainly along I-55, causing flash flooding. 
Lincoln recorded 4 inches of rain in 3 hours. Most of the flooding 
was in an area from Lincoln to Ellsworth. Over 1,000 buildings in
Logan County sustained water damage. Damage was estimated 
around $1.5 million.
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