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• Felker Foods
• Byron County Market
• Polo Fresh Food
• Menards
• Farm & Fleet
• RP Home & Harvest


THINK OUTSIDE THE BOX WITH AN ADJUSTABLE RATE MORTGAGE!


Talk through the benefits of 
an ARM with Leah, Dave or 


Vanessa today! 


NMLS# 440162


815.234.2561 | byronbank.com


CHANA — The Maggie & Amos Founda-
tion is hosting its sixth annual Infinity Run + 
Family Fun Event on June 10 at Chana Edu-
cation Center and the Rochelle Conservation 
Club. This yearly event is held in memory of 
Maggie and Amos Meyer (Rosko) who died in 
a house fire on Oct. 19, 2016 in Byron. Maggie 
was a favored special education teacher at 
Chana Education Center and a loving mother 
to her three-year-old son, Amos. The 501c3 
non-profit foundation was established by 
family, friends, coworkers, and students in 
the year following their passing to establish 
memorial grants as a way to honor Maggie 
and her son. Maggie was an advocate of stu-
dents with disabilities and heavily focused 


on community inclusion and service to better 
the lives of others.  She was an avid runner 
and enjoyed participating in 5k events and 
triathlons in her spare time.  


The June 10 event promises to be a full day 
of activities for every one with every interest. 


The day’s activities begin with the Chana 
Heritage Tractor Show at the old Chana Fire 
Station and a homemade biscuits & gravy, 
breakfast sandwich, or pancake & sausage 
breakfast at Chana Education Center.   The 
Infinity Run chip-timed 5k and one-mile 
family fun run begin at 8:30 a.m. on the 
grounds of the school.


See RUN page 2


OREGON — Every-
one loves art, so what was 
“Gogh”ing on at the second 
annual event called Art 
Dash? It was a fundraiser 
for Serenity Hospice and 
Home that has become a 
much sought-after event. 
It was held at the River’s 
Edge Experience on April 
12. The venue came alive 
when 84 pieces of art 
created by 71 artists were 
placed around the room and 
provided a beautiful décor 
for the event. 


Dashers bought a ticket 
for an opportunity to dash 
for their favorite piece of 
art, and spectators watched 
as the excitement rose to see 
who would get each piece. 


BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR


OGLE COUNTY — 
Farmers in Ogle County 
have spent recent weeks on 
spring planting amid ideal 
weather and are on track 
to have their crops in the 
ground by the end of May, 
Ogle County Farm Bureau 
Manager Ron Kern said 
May 23. 


“It’s actually been a pretty 
good spring,” Kern said. “I 
know of some farmers that 


are done with planting and 
some with some acres to 
go. I’d say conservatively 
the county is 80-90 percent 
planted, maybe closer to 
90 percent. We started off 
slow with some cool and 
wet weather, but over the 
last 3-4 weeks, planting 
weather has been excellent. 
Most farmers usually try to 
wrap up planting by the end 
of May for beans and corn. 
I’d say we’ll make it there 
with the dry weather. We’re 


The Maggie & Amos Foundation 
run and event is June 10


Art Dash fundraiser held to benefit Serenity Hospice 
‘It is a wonderful event to be a part of’


Most of the art was from 
the nine counties in north-
ern Illinois that Serenity 
serves, but we also received 


some donations from artists 
in Tennessee, Wisconsin, 
Missouri, Florida and North 
Carolina who have a con-


nection to Serenity.
As a return participant 


in the Art Dash, this is what 
Matt Jagitsch had to say: “I 
can honestly say that it is a 
wonderful event to be a part 
of. Aside from the obvious 
benefits of raising funds for 
such an amazing establish-
ment, Art Dash provides 
local and regional artists the 
opportunity to help promote 
the therapeutic benefits of 
art itself. Creating art has 
proven to ease the minds 
of both hospice patients 
and their families by es-
tablishing a way to build 
self-identity and help com-
municate feelings that are 
sometimes hard to put into 
words. Many of us will be 


impacted in some way by 
the care at a hospice facility 
in our lifetime. Supporting 
Serenity Hospice through 
Art Dash is a way that 
we, the artists, can use 
our talents and abilities to 
further awareness of these 
art therapy programs.”


Everyone in attendance 
enjoyed culinary delights, 
listened to live music, 
viewed amazing art and 
mingled with many of the 
artists who were in atten-
dance. Erin Moloney, one 
of the dashers said, “We 
had the best time and want 
to attend next year’s event 
and bring friends.” 


See ART page 2


Farmers seeing productive planting season with weather
‘Over the last 3-4 weeks, planting weather has been excellent’


right on course for where we 
ought to be.”


The area saw cool and 
wet weather towards the end 
of March and beginning of 


April, which Kern said made 
up for a lack of snow and up-
and-down temperatures over 
the winter, which made soil 
moisture levels lower. Kern 


called the winter normal, 
outside of lower snowfall 
levels. 


See CROP page 2


Fairs, Festivals
& Summer 
Fun Ogle County Life


Monday, May 29, 2023 • Section C
Rochelle News-Leader


Sunday, May 28, 2023 • Section 3


Inside today!


The Art Dash fundraiser for Serenity Hospice and 
Home was held April 12 at the River’s Edge Experi-
ence. (Courtesy photo)
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dickersonnieman.comhomeshomes Ogle County’s Real Estate Market Leader! 


BYRON
220 W. 3rd St.


OREGON
113 S. 4th St.


(815)234-5133 (815)732-3365


MAYDELL LESSEN
DESIGNATED MANAGING BROKER


(815) 622-4619


BRAD AUKER
(815) 978-0018


DOROTHY BOWERS
(815) 985-3264


SHARON BOWERS
(815) 757-7462


LYRAH AUSTIN-BUSHNELL
(815) 218-0059


TIFFANY CRAVATTA
(815) 988-4388


RANDY CRIDDLE
(815) 871-4004


TERRY CRIDDLE
(815) 871-2006


DANA DAUB
(815) 440-2835


KAYLA HESLOP
(815) 222-9771


SEAN HOSSEINI 
(815) 200-8490


MIKE LONG
(815) 761-4741


CHRIS SNYDER
(815) 494-7857


305 N. Blackhawk Drive, Byron


$154,900 dickersonnieman.com/202302474
BEAUTIFULLY UPDATED HOME! Located in the Byron Terrace! This clean and 
neat home features 3 bedrooms on the upper level along with living room, full 
bathroom and updated kitchen that walks out to the patio. Lower level has 
second living space as well as a bonus room and kitchenette that walks out to 
lower patio. Recent updates include UL flooring, kitchen appliances, bath, new 
roof, septic system, siding on 1/2 of the house, radon mitigation system.


SEAN HOSSEINI
(815) 200-8490


PENDING!


506 S. 4th Street, Oregon


$124,900 dickersonnieman.com/202301720
INVESTMENT PROPERTY! Come and take a look at this 
investment property with newer roof that is close to town & 
schools. Stove & refrigerator in lower unit stay and are as is. 
Remodeled bath in lower unit and freshly painted. Washer 
& dryer in basement stay and are as is. Remodeled kitchen.


SHARON BOWERS
(815) 757-7462


000 Harvest Drive, Byron


Starting at $69,000 dickersonnieman.com/201701914
BEAUTIFUL BYRON SUBDIVISION! Large lots, city water 
& sewer. No Impact fees. Building packages open to all 
builders. Builder assistance available. Developer approval 
required. Remaining lots are either full or partial exposure.  


CHRIS SNYDER
(815) 494-7857


Stop in and check out our great Stop in and check out our great 
selection and prices!selection and prices!


2810 W. IL Route 64, Oregon, IL 61061
920-229-9787


Tuesday - Saturday 8AM to 5PM


Perennials
Spring Annuals


Vegetable Plants


Potting Soil
Shepherd Hooks


Planters


Beautiful Hanging Baskets


05
29
20
23


Maintenance FREE Poly Outdoor Chairs


From page 1


Activities then move to 
the Rochelle Conservation 
Club with an 815 Twin 
City Baggers corn hole 
bags tournament offering 
cash prizes, food served 
by Ralfie’s BBQ and the 
Conservation Club mem-
bers, and free children’s 
activities of bounce houses, 
face painting, and a dunk 
tank. The Gypsy Filly Mo-
bile Bar will be providing 
a variety of alcoholic and 
non-alcoholic beverages 
on site.  


A unique, free scavenger 
hunt begins at noon where 
teams can forage the trails 
of the club to locate treasure 
that can be turned in for 
money and other fun priz-
es. A silent auction will be 


From page 1


Marsha Behrens from the Eagles Nest Art 
Group said, “The Rivers’ Edge Experience is 
a magnificent venue.  What an extraordinary 
asset for our community. It is ideal for this 
kind of art event.”


The sponsorship and support we re-
ceived to make this event a success truly 
demonstrates what a small town can do to 
help a “blessing in our community.” This 
event helps provide financial assistance to 
a nonprofit hospice, Serenity Hospice and 
Home. Serenity goes above and beyond 
for their patients and families. This in-


cludes the state-of-the-art Serenity Home, 
an ambulance service, Joint Commission 
accreditation and integrated therapy (mas-
sage, essential oils, guided visualization/
meditation, virtual reality experiences, pet 
therapy and more.) Serenity has earned 
the highest level (five) in the “We Honor 
Veterans” program. Other programs offered 
include pet peace of mind, The Serenity 
Shed, and charity care - they never turn 
anyone in need away.


The third annual Art Dash will be held 
at the River’s Edge Experience on April 10, 
2024. Check out the Serenity Hospice and 
Home – Art Dash for more photos.


From page 1


Recent dry weather and advantageous 
spotty rains have made spring planting 
ideal, Kern said.


“That’s great for crop germination 
and getting crops to come up and the 
germination has looked fantastic so far,” 
Kern said. “But we are dry right now and 
it looks like we’re going to be dry for a 
while. We’re at a point as usual where 
we’d welcome a good inch of rain. It’s 
the same old story. Even years when it’s 
wet, somewhere along the way you end 
up praying for rain. That’s the nature of 
the beast.”


Ogle County farmers also saw severe 
weather this spring with windstorms and 
rainfall. The area didn’t have any crops up 
to be knocked down by wind, but farmers 
did have to deal with picking up debris 
blown about by wind before farm work 
could happen.


Outside of the area, a May 1 dust 
storm took place in Southern Illinois that 
caused blackout conditions on Interstate 
55. Wind gusts blew dirt from nearby 
farm fields across the road and reduced 
visibility, causing many crashes. Multi-
ple fatalities took place and dozens of 
people were transported to hospitals 
with injuries from the incident that saw 
over 70 vehicles involved in accidents. 


Kern said the dust storm incident 
saw “perfect conditions” for it to hap-
pen, with a recently-worked field and 
extremely dry and windy conditions. 
The incident brought the issue of soil 
health and till work techniques to the 
forefront. 


“I don’t know what the farmer or any-
one else around there could have done 
differently,” Kern said. “There’s all kinds 
of different techniques to farming as far as 


minimum till, conventional till and no till. 
But it’s all about the weather. We’ve had 
some severe weather earlier this spring in 
the state. Living in the tornado belt, that’s 
to be expected. It was an unfortunate inci-
dent. It was an incident of weather. There 
is new legislation being talked about to 
help farmers with improving soil health, 
and we would love to see that. Helping to 
provide education and financial incentives 
for farmers to do some different things in 
order to help improve soil health, and I 
know farmers want to do that.”


On broader farming notes, Kern said 
that preliminary discussions are starting 
on a new federal farm bill and area farm-
ers are tracking that and what the end 
product will look like. After recent years 
of inflation, supply chain issues, higher 
input prices and market volatility, he said 
prices are always on local farmers’ minds 
as they work towards harvest. 


Earlier this month, the United States 
Supreme Court upheld a new Califor-
nia law relating to how pork must be 
produced to be sold in that state, which 
consumes about 13 percent of bacon in 
the country, Kern said. 


Most pork producers don’t produce 
pork in the way the law states, and an 
Illinois pork producer that is taking pork 
to a processing plant that will be selling 
it in California would be affected. 


“I’m not really sure how that is going 
to shake out as far as the farmers that 
produce pork and what kind of economic 
ramifications it’s going to have on them,” 
Kern said. “They no longer can sell it in 
California because it wasn’t produced 
by the California standard. Most pork 
producers do not have the financial 
resources to try to change their entire 
operation just to try to grow hogs to the 
California standard.”


CROP: Spring weather 
made for ideal planting


RUN: Event to benefit the 
Maggie & Amos Foundation


running throughout the day 
featuring a variety of items 
and memorabilia. To close 
out the day there will be a 
live auction by From the 
Hart Benefit Auction Ser-
vice, live music by Burn N’ 
Bush, and the monthly steak 
fry by Rochelle Conserva-
tion Club (tickets need to 
be pre-ordered through Ro-


chelle Conservation Club).  
All proceeds from this 


event will be used to con-
tinue the good works of the 
foundation.   To date, the 
foundation has provided 
over $42,000 in educational 
grants, scholarships, and 
free children’s program-
ming to our local schools, 
libraries, and communities.  


ART: Event raised money for Serenity
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Belvidere Collectible Coins


880 Belvidere Road • Belvidere, IL


www.goldsilverjewelrycoin.com


We Pay Highest Prices For Gold, Silver, Platinum, 
Jewelry, Coins, Flatware, Dental & Bullion


10% More For Jewelry
With This Ad!


Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9:30am-5:00pm • Sat. 10:30am-2pm


~ Call For Directions ~  (815) 547-7111


520 E. Lincoln Hwy., DeKalb, IL


NOW in 
our new 
location!


Suzanne Schmidt
owner


OPEN Wednesday-Friday 10am-5pm 
Saturday 10am-4pm


“Winter hours after January 1st of 10am to 4pm everyday until March 1st”


1112 S Galena Ave
Dixon, IL


(815) 718-3659


antiques


Follow Us On Call:  
Andrew Heiserman 815-561-2123   


Christel Ackland 815-561-2153 • Chris Grimm 815-561-2125


Be included in the Antiques & 
Collectibles spotlight!


OREGON — The 
First Fridays Open Mic 
presents its monthly show 
at the Oregon VFW this 
June 2. The event attracts 
many talented perform-
ers, but musicians and 
singers of all skill levels 
find acceptance from its 
supportive audience.


The show starts at 
6:30 p.m. Admission is 
free, although a jar is 
available for donations. 
Performers can sign up 


for time slots on a first-
come-first-serve basis, so 
it’s best to arrive by 6 p.m. 
or earlier. Interested par-
ties who have questions 
can contact Jerry Tice, at 
815-449-2660.


The VFW is located 
at 1310 W. Washington 
St. in Oregon. It provides 
ample parking, along 
with the availability of a 
restaurant and bar within 
the building. A fish fry 
runs from 4-8 p.m.


LINDENWOOD — The Lynn-Scott-Rock Fire 
Department in Lindenwood is holding their 70th 
Annual Fish Fry Fundraiser on Friday, June 2 from 
4-7 p.m. at the Lindenwood Fire Station (15940 E. 
Lindenwood Road, Lindenwood). 


Meal includes all-you-can-eat fish or hot dog, 


chips, beans, bread, potato salad and drink. Cost is 
$10 for adults over 13, $7 for children, free for chil-
dren under 3. Carry-outs are also available. Contact 
Ryan Schweitzer at 630-292-0303 or  rmschwei@
aol.com  for further information. We look forward 
to seeing you there!


OREGON — Ogle County Collector Tiffany 
O’Brien, wants to remind property owners that the 
first installment of their property tax bill is due 
Thursday, June 8. 


Payment methods
Payment methods include cash or check (payable 


to Ogle County Collector). In-person payments can 
be made at the treasurer’s office located in the “old” 
Courthouse at 105 S. 5th St., Suite 114, Oregon 
or at any bank in Ogle County. Office hours are 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday-Friday excluding 
holidays.  Their mailing address is Ogle County 
Collector, P.O. Box 40, Oregon, IL 61061. Mailed 
payments must be postmarked by the due date to 
be considered timely. 


Late payments will incur a fee of 1.5 percent per 
month or part of a month after the due date and 
must be remitted by mail or at the collector’s office.


Collector O’Brien’s office is also offering the 
option of online credit card payments. You may get 
to this site by going to www.oglecountyil.gov and 
then selecting the Treasurer’s department. Choose 
the Online Tax Payments link and click the Pay Now 
button. Fill in the information as prompted. Be sure 
to receive a payment confirmation for your records.  
Please note that this service carries a fee; review 
the convenience fees prior to making payment.  


First Fridays Open Mic is June 2 


Adrian Barragan, pictured here with First Fridays’ 
host Jerry Tice, was the winner of last month’s song-
writers’ contest. Kim Eastabrook and Sophie Coyote 
took second and third place honors out of a field of 
eight contestants.


First property tax 
bill installment 
due June 8


Lynn-Scott-Rock Fire Department 
hosting fish fry June 2


MJHS names April Student Leaders of the Month


Meridian Junior High School recently named and congratulated 
its April Student Leaders of the Month.  These students were first 
nominated and voted on by their classmates for the April trait – 
Helpful and also Leader In Me Habit eight, Find Your Voice, and 
Help Others Find Theirs.  They include (from left to right): Emma 
Withers (eighth grade), Gwen Hildreth (seventh grade), Clayton 
Maahs (seventh grade), Ryan Spangler (eighth grade), Jace Keys-
ter (sixth grade) and Liam Stahl (sixth grade). 


MJHS names February Student Leaders of the Month


Meridian Junior High School recently named and congratulated its Febru-
ary Student Leaders of the Month.  These students were first nominated 
and voted on by their classmates for the February trait – Compassionate 
and also Leader In Me Habit six – Synergize. They include: Joey Scott (sev-
enth grade), Connor Waugh (sixth grade), Reese Violet (seventh grade), 
Sadie Zabinski (eighth grade), Kaiya Hildreth (sixth grade) and Aaron Mul-
gado (eighth grade).


MJHS names March Student Leaders of the Month


Meridian Junior High School recently named and congratulated its March Stu-
dent Leaders of the Month. These students were first nominated and voted on 
by their classmates for the March trait – Thankful, and also Leader In Me Habit 
seven, Sharpen the Saw. They include (from left to right): Braiden Jenkins (sixth 
grade), Justin Cheeseman (sixth grade), Lane Reiniche (eighth grade), Nolan 
Grobe  (seventh grade), Stella Christiansen (seventh grade) and Sydney Tomp-
kins (eighth grade).
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Any arrests listed in this paper are 
merely charges and the defendants 
are presumed innocent unless 
proven guilty in a court of law.
Please note that all police reports 
received from the Oregon Police, 
Byron Police, Polo Police, Mt. Morris 


Police, the Ogle County Sheriff’s 
Department and the Illinois State 
Police, will be printed without 
exception.
Requests to omit particular reports 
will not be considered or honored at 
any time.
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POLO — Carol L. Beers, 76, of 
Polo, IL, passed away Saturday, May 
20, 2023, at the Polo Rehabilitation and 
Healthcare Center. 


Carol was born December 
26, 1946, in Sterling, IL, the 
daughter of Russell and Dor-
othy Shuman. 


Carol worked for Imeco 
in Polo for many years until 
closing.   She then went to 
work at Polo Rehabilitation 
and Healthcare doing what 
she loved to do, help oth-
ers.  Carol enjoyed being with family 
and friends going camping, spending 
time at the river and keeping up with 
her grandchildren’s sports and activities 
throughout the years.  


Survivors include sons Daryl (Sherri) 
Beers of Polo and Jeff Beers of Texas; 


sister Patty Hokanson of Port Byron, 
IL and sister-in-law Arletta Shuman of 
Sterling; brothers Jim (Diane) Shuman 


of Oregon, Ron Shuman 
of Polo and Jody Shuman 
of Polo; five grandchildren 
Megan, Dylan, Ally, Adam 
and Josie Beers and two 
great-grandchildren.


She was preceded in death 
by her Parents; sister Judy 
Kitzmiller; brother Harry 
Shuman; sister-in-law Bev-
erly Shuman.


A celebration of her life will be 
Wednesday June 7, 2023 from 5:00 to 
7:00 p.m. at Polo Family Funeral Home, 
110 E. Dixon St., Polo.


In lieu of flowers, a memorial has 
been established her name.


Visit  www.polofamilyfuneralhome.


OREGON – Paul “Ladd” F. Behan, 
Jr., age 69, went to his heavenly home af-
ter a two-year battle with pancreatic 
cancer on Tuesday, May 16, 
2023,  at Swedish American 
Hospital in Rockford, IL. 


He was born August 19, 
1953, in Elgin, Illinois the son 
of Paul and Laura (Blazer) Be-
han. He worked over 35 years 
at White Pines State Park near 
Oregon. 


Paul loved spending time 
with  family,  making people 
laugh with his silly personal-
ity, gardening, golf, dogs, and vacation-
ing at Disney World. Paul maintained a 
positive outlook, a witty sense of humor, 
and a stubborn streak throughout his 
cancer diagnosis. 


Paul touched many souls in his life-


time; he will be greatly missed. 
He was predeceased by his parents. 
Paul is survived by his children Kandi 


Behan of Madison, Wisconsin 
and Michael Behan of Austin, 
Texas, grandson Kaden Stumpf, 
and sister Katherine Behan of 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. 


A Christian Funeral Mass 
will be held 11:00 AM, Tuesday, 
May 30, 2023, at the St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church in Oregon, 
Illinois with the Rev. Joseph 
Naill  officiating.  Burial will 
be at the St. Mary’s Cemetery 


near Oregon, IL. 
A memorial fund is established in Paul’s 


name and may be directed to his family. 
Family would appreciate your mem-


ories of Paul and condolences at www.
farrellhollandgale.com  


POLO — Michael “Mike” L. 
Bowlin, 67, of Polo, passed away peace-
fully with family by his side on Sunday, 
May 14, 2023 at Serenity Hospice and 
Home in Oregon, IL.


Mike was born on Sep-
tember 11, 1955 in DeKalb, 
IL, the son of Reece & Betty 
(Short) Bowlin. He grew 
up in Forreston and Polo 
with his best friend and 
brother, Larry. He graduated 
from Polo Community High 
School in 1973. He had two 
beautiful daughters, Angie 
and Kayla, with his former spouse 
Christy who remained a co-parent and 
friend. 


He was an avid baseball player and 
excelled at pitching, even receiving 
opportunities to be scouted by minor 
league baseball scouts. Along with 
baseball, he enjoyed playing in various 
men’s softball leagues where he made 
countless friends. 


Throughout his life, Mike held many 
jobs that he loved including working 
for McKean Masonry where he earned 
the nickname “Bones”, Imeco/York 
International, and most recently PCI 
Pharma Services in Rockford where he 
worked up until his cancer diagnosis. 
Mike was known for his great sense of 
humor, his love for Stevie Ray Vaughn 
and the St. Louis Cardinals, and most 
importantly his undeniable pride and 
love for his girls whom he referred to 
as Sweetie and Goof. 


Mike is survived by his daughters, 


Angie Bowlin and Kayla (Zach Quaco) 
Bowlin of Polo; mother of his girls and 
lifelong friend, Christy Bowlin of Polo; 
grandpup, Oakley; nieces, Meghan 


Bowlin and Haleigh (Justin) 
Thibault and great nephew, 
Camden Thibault all of Blue 
Springs, MO; special aunts, 
Irene Short of Polo and Linda 
(Pete) Meyer of Adeline; un-
cle, Homer (Glenna) Bowlin 
of Morristown, TN; as well as 
numerous beloved extended 
family members including 
those from his previous 


marriage; and many friends from all 
walks of life.


He was preceded in death by his 
grandparents; parents; brother, Larry 
Bowlin; uncle, David Short Sr.; as 
well as numerous beloved extended 
family members including those from 
his previous marriage. 


The family would like to give a 
special “thanks” to Serenity Hospice 
and Home. The staff there is incredible 
and their dedication and compassion 
during such a difficult time never went 
unnoticed. 


A celebration of life will be held on 
Friday, June 2, 2023, from 5:00-7:00pm 
at Polo Family Funeral Home, 110 
E. Dixon St., Polo. A short graveside 
service will follow on Saturday, June 
3, 2023, at 10:00am at Fairmount Cem-
etery in Polo, where he will be laid to 
rest with his parents. 


To send condolences please visit 
www.polofamilyfuneralhome.com


OREGON — Betty J. Brunner, 91, 
passed away peacefully at Allure of 
Pinecrest Nursing Home in Mt. Morris 
on May 23, 2023. She was 
born in Oregon, IL on August 
4, 1931 the daughter of Rossell 
and Grace (Buhs) Brunner.  
She lived her entire life in 
Oregon. She graduated from 
Oregon High School in 1949 
but never really left as she 
was secretary to the principal 
and superintendent until she 
retired in 1993. She was also 
the Sunday school secretary 
for the Oregon United Methodist Church. 
She loved sewing, quilting, handcrafts 
and her family and friends.  Her family 
sincerely thank her devoted friends who 
sustained our precious “B” in her golden 
years, Shirley Mains and Sandy Sullivan.


Betty was preceded in death by her 
parents Rossell and Grace (Buhs) Brun-
ner; baby sister Ruth Elizabeth Brunner; 
and her sweetheart Dick Krizan. 


She is survived by her brother Roger 
Brunner or Oregon; Nephew Kenneth 
Brunner (Kathy) of Oklahoma; Niece 


Cynthia Fegter of Florida; 
great nephew Noah Fegter 
(Melanie); great niece Amber 
Fegter; great-great nieces 
Lindley and Natayln Fegter; 
and many cousins.


A private Graveside ser-
vice will be held on Friday, 
May 26th, 2023.  A public 
Celebration of Life will take 
place in her honor at Farrell 
Holland Gale Funeral Home 


of Oregon, IL on Saturday, June 10, 2023 
at 10:00 a.m.  The family is also going 
to be setting up a scholarship fund in 
Betty’s name to be awarded to a worthy 
Oregon High School Graduate next year.  
Please visit www.farrellhollandgale.com 
for upcoming details regarding the Betty 
J. Brunner Scholarship fund.  You may 
also leave an online condolence at the 
funeral home website. 


DAVIS JUNCTION — Alice J. 
Keller, 75, of Davis Junction passed 
away Saturday, May 20, 2023, at OSF 
Saint Anthony Medical Center 
in Rockford, IL.  She was born 
January 31, 1948, in DeKalb 
and was the daughter of Walter 
and Bertha (Riippi) Huhta.


Alice graduated from 
DeKalb High School in 1966.  
She worked in the cost ac-
counting office of Swenson 
Spreader in Lindenwood, IL. 
She was an avid reader, loved 
TV, keeping in touch with friends and 
spending time with family.


Her survivors include; daughter; 
Donna Keller of Davis Junction, IL, 
son; Alex (Mahia) Keller of West Lafay-
ette, IN. Grandchildren; Matias Keller, 
Kayler Yoxtheimer, Kamee Yoxtheimer. 
Great grandchild; Isabella Howard. 


Brother; Harry Huhta and nephews; 
Hans, Joel and Kirk Huhta.  She was 
preceded in death by her parents, brother 


Daniel, sister Kathleen, sis-
ter-in-law Sue and father of 
children Donnie Keller.


Funeral service will be held 
on Wednesday, May 24, 2023, 
at 10:30am at Finch Funeral 
Home in DeKalb with Pastor 
Bob Hansen officiating. Burial 
will be immediately following 
the service at Fairview Park 
Cemetery in DeKalb. Visita-


tion will be held on Wednesday, May 24, 
2023, at 9:30am until the time of service 
at the funeral home. Memorials can be 
made to the family to be established at 
a later date. 


Arrangements were entrusted to Finch 
Funeral Home 310 Oak St. DeKalb, IL 
60115 815-758-3841.


Bonnie (Murray) Merrill passed 
away May 20, 2023 due to 
multiple years of COPD and 
most recent bout of lung and 
adrenal gland cancer. 


Bonnie was preceded in 
death by her older brother 
Ken Murray, her father and 
mother Marvin and June 
Murray and many uncles, 
including her most recent 
lost, Jim Daugherty, who 
she loved very much, and 
many aunts, grandparents and many 
of her friends. Bonnie is and will 


always be missed by all who knew 
her. Bonnie loved her home, 
her children, grandchildren 
and great grandchildren and 
loved her soulmate and best 
friend, her husband, for 
sharing 53 years together 
up or down, good and bad. 


We all thank her for being 
a great person to everybody 
and especially a one-of-
a-kind wife, who I miss 
deeply. You will never be 


forgotten. 
-Your husband. 


Carol L. Beers


Paul ‘Ladd’ F. Behan, Jr.


Michael ‘Mike’ L. Bowlin


Betty J. Brunner


Alice J. Keller


Bonnie (Murray) Merrill


Eden, Carlson awarded St. Paul Lutheran Church scholarships


Since 1996 St. Paul Lutheran Church in Oregon has been disbursing interest 
earned through their endowment fund investments. This year the recipients 
are Miss Carly’s in Rockford, St. Elias Christian Church in Chicago, Come Go 
with Us (a Christian mission organization in Zambia) and our high school 
senior scholarship recipients, Levi Eden and Lauren Carlson. Pictured are Eden 
and Carlson receiving their checks from Sandy Strohecker, chairman of the 
endowment fund.
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With With 
  Fondest Memories  Fondest Memories


Tim 
O’Hare
11/19/1958-
12/26/2022
Husband


Your courage 
and bravery 


still inspire us all, and the memory 
of your smile fills us with joy and 


laughter.
With Love,


Your Family


Harold H. 
Dietrich


12/12/1922-
11/30/2020
Husband


We hold you in our thoughts 
and memories forever.


 
Lois Dietrich Family


Joseph E. 
Dvorak


9/03/1924-7/10/1996
Father


Though out of sight, you’ll 
forever be in my heart and 


mind.
Served in WWII


Kathy A. Personette


Leonard E. 
Jones


2/07/1934-5/17/2021
Stepfather


We hold you in our thoughts 
and memories forever.


Love, 
Kim Kruse


Cliff & Ronda Jones


Lloyd Wayne 
Zimmerman
09/10/1933-11/11/2020


Husband


Thank you for the wonderful 
life we had together. 


This message I send with a 
loving kiss.


Yours forever,
Doreen


Skeet Long
11/01/1935-06/29/2008
Loving Husband & 


Father


You were a light in our life 
that burns forever in our 


hearts.
Love,


Mrs. Joyce Long


Helen L. Waterson 
 03-05/1920-12/30/2012


Mom


Forever missed, never 
forgotten. May God hold you 
in the palm of His hand. May 
God’s angels guide you and 


protect you throughout time.
Mom, you’re forever in our 


hearts. Love you forever.
Barbara, Mary, David, 


Charlotte, Pamela & Families                                                                                                                                         


                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                      


Jerry Daws
12/12/1939-01/02/2021


Husband 
United State Marine 


Corps


Forever missed, never 
forgotten. May God hold you 


in the palm of His hand.


Love,
Kristine Daws


Chelsey A. Rapp
09/09/1990-10/19/2018


Daughter & Mother


Though out of sight, you’ll 
forever be in our hearts  


and mind.


Love,
Mom, Draven and Fallon


Michael (Mike) D. 
McDanel


9/17/1970-4/7/2015
Son


Forever missed, never 
forgotten. May God hold 


you in the palm of His hand. 
May the light of peace shine 


on your face for eternity.
Mike, you’re forever in our 


hearts. Love you forever, 
Mom & Dad, Dad & 


Grandpa


John Chinouth
01/14/1958-10/27/2012


Brother


Thank you for the wonderful 
days we shared together. 


My Prayers will be with you 
until we meet again.


You are always in my heart. 
Love you always.  
Til we meet again.


Love, Cindy


John V. Ehmen Sr.
01/11/1925-01/09/2013


Dad


We hold you in our thoughts 
and memories forever.


Your Loving Family


Helen Marie Ehmen
09/16/1925-01/14/2015


Mom


We hold you in our thoughts 
and memories forever.


Your Loving Family


With Fondest With Fondest 
MemoriesMemories


Tom Harmon
02/16/1941-02/09/2022


Husband


The days we shared were 
sweet. I long to see you again 


in God’s heavenly glory.


Love,
Marie
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John Chinouth
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Brother


Thank you for the wonderful 
days we shared together. 
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until we meet again.


You are always in my heart. 
Love you always.  
Til we meet again.


Love, Cindy


John V. Ehmen Sr.
01/11/1925-01/09/2013


Dad


We hold you in our thoughts 
and memories forever.


Your Loving Family


Helen Marie Ehmen
09/16/1925-01/14/2015
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and memories forever.
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in God’s heavenly glory.


Love,
Marie
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LOCAL NEWS


DIRECTORY OF AREA 
HUMAN SERVICES


Alcohol Abuse Counseling & Recovery
A.A. Hotline  800-452-7990
Sinnissippi Centers, Inc.
Oregon 732-3157
Rochelle  562-3801


Domestic Abuse Agency and  
24-Hour Shelter and Helpline
HOPE of Ogle County 562-8890 or 732-7796
Counseling Services, Court Advocacy, Latina Advocacy, and 
Shelter programs


Education
University of Illinois Extension-Ogle County
421 W Pines Rd, Oregon 61061 732-2191


Low Income Housing
Ogle County Housing Authority
200 W Washington, Oregon 732-1301


Habitat for Humanity of Ogle County
P.) Box 628
Oregon, IL 61061 732-6855  
 


Mental Health
Family Counseling Services 962-5585
Sinnissippi Centers, Inc. 
Oregon 732-3157
Rochelle 562-3801
The Serenity Shed Grief Services 732-2499


Senior Citizens Services
Hub City Senior Center 562-5050
Mt Morris Senior Center 734-6335
Polo Senior Center 946-3818
Rock River Center 732-3252
Oregon, IL 800-541-5479


Sexual Assault/Abuse
Rockford Sexual Assault Counseling
24-hour hotline 636-9811
412 W Washington, Oregon 732-0000


Therapeutic 
Pegasus Special Riders 973-3177


Veterans’ Services
Rock River Center 732-3252
Serenity Hospice and Home 732-2499
Medical Transportation 677-6515


Wellness Services
Ogle County Health Dept
907 Pines Rd, Oregon 562-6976
510 Lincoln Hwy, Rochelle 562-6976
Serenity Hospice and Home 732-2499


BYRON — On May 
8, Karen L. Hillard, 65, 
of Davis Junction was 
issued a citation for 
failure to yield vehicle 
entering highway from 
private drive. 


On May 9, Cody A. 
Woodyatt, 27, of Tal-
lahassee, Florida was 
issued a citation for disre-
gard of an official traffic 
control device. 


On May 10, Nathan A. 
Arroyave, 30, of Rock-
ford was issued a citation 
for speeding. 


On May 11, Craig S. 
Wilson, 59, of Byron was 
arrested for domestic 
battery. Wilson was taken 
to Ogle County Jail and 
held in lieu of bond. 


On May 13, Luis Ter-
razas, 29, of Melrose 
Park, Illinois was issued 
a citation for driving 
while license suspended. 


On May 13, Chris-
topher A. Tucker, 37, 
Of Byron was issued a 
citation for speeding.


On May 13, Leticia 
Parra, 62, of Rockford 
was issued a citation for 
use of electronic commu-
nication device. 


On May 14, James J. 
Blasz II, 57, of Chicago 
was issued a citation for 
speeding. 


On May 14, Elsie A. 
Smith, 19, of Davis, Illi-


nois was issued a citation 
for unlawful possession 
of alcohol of a minor. 


On May 15, Isiah M. 
Gooden, 18, of Byron 
was issued a citation for 
operating a vehicle with 
expired registration. 


On May 15, Kayla R. 
Barton, 25, of Oregon 
was issued citations for 
driving while license sus-
pended and operating an 
uninsured vehicle. 


On May 15, Austin 
M. Stott, 28, of Davis 
Junction was issued ci-
tations for operating an 
uninsured vehicle and 
operating a vehicle with 
suspended registration. 


On May 16, Jimmy L. 
Harris Jr., 42, of Roscoe 
was issued citations for 
improper use of registra-
tion, operating a vehicle 
while registration is 
suspended, possession 
of adult-use cannabis in 
a motor vehicle, operat-
ing an uninsured vehicle 
and driving while license 
is revoked. Harris was 
arrested and transported 
to Ogle County Jail and 
held in lieu of bond. 


On May 19, Daniel 
A. Monarrez, 30, of 
Loves Park was issued 
a citation for operating 
a vehicle with no valid 
insurance. 


On May 19, Adam C. 


Dach, 54, of Byron was 
issued citations for op-
erating a vehicle with no 
valid insurance, operating 
a vehicle with expired 
registration and speeding. 


On May 19, Morgan A. 
McCartney, 34, of Oregon 
was issued a citation for 
operating a vehicle with 
suspended registration.


On May 20, Yessica F. 
Gonzalez, 23, of Chicago 
was issued a citation for 
speeding. 


On May 20, Jaqua’n M. 
Leroy, 23, of Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin was issued a 
citation for speeding and 
operating a vehicle with 
no valid driver’s license. 
Leroy was transported to 
Ogle County Jail and held 
in lieu of bond. 


On May 20, Ray E. 
Duncan, 75, of Sterling 
was issued a citation for 
operating a vehicle with 
suspended registration.


On May 21, Brandy L. 
Maley, 37, of Mt. Morris 
was issued a citation for 
operating a vehicle with 
no valid insurance and 
operating a vehicle with 
expired registration.


Any arrests listed be-
low are merely accusa-
tions and the defendant 
is presumed innocent 
unless proven guilty in 
a court of law.


May 15
At 1:14 a.m., Oregon Police issued 


Barbara J. Ohata, 78, Oregon, a city 
citation for violating the city ordinance 
of allowing a dog to run at large. This 
violation occurred in the 100 block of 
Madison Street.


At 10:03 p.m., Oregon Police arrested 
Marissa A. Sommerio, 25, of Athens, 
Illinois for improper cannabis container 
as a driver. Sommerio was also issued 
citations for speeding 35 miles per hour 
in a 30-miles per hour zone, operating 
an uninsured motor vehicle, illegal 
transportation of alcohol and operation 
of a vehicle with an expired registration. 
Sommerio was transported to the Ogle 
County Jail. These violations occurred in 
the 500 block of West Washington Street.


May 17
At 9:48 a.m., Oregon Police arrested 


Alis M. Velasquez-Pena, 26, Freeport, 
for no driver’s license. Velasquez-Pena 
was transported to the Ogle County Jail. 
This violation occurred in the 100 block 
of South 4th Street.


At 11:09 a.m., Oregon Police arrested 
Elizabeth C. Nielsen, 38, of Knoxville, 
Tennessee, for two outstanding warrants, 
one Carroll County warrant for contempt 
of court on a possession of a controlled 
substance charge, and one Ogle County 
warrant for failure to appear on an ag-
gravated domestic battery victim over 
60 years of age charge. Nielsen was 
transported to the Ogle County Jail.


 May 18
At 11:10 a.m., Oregon Police respond-


ed to a two-vehicle traffic crash in the 
500 block of Jefferson Street involving 
a 2013 Lexus driven by Jennifer M. 
Holder, 35, Loves Park, and a 2018 Ford 
driven by Gerald R. Virgil, 81, Oregon. 


No citations were issued.
At 10:01 p.m., Oregon Police respond-


ed to a two-vehicle traffic crash in the 
McDonald’s Restaurant parking lot, 211 
S. 4th Street, involving a 2007 Pontiac 
driven by Quentin L. Berry, 17, Chana, 
and a parked 2016 Chevrolet belonging to 
Brian K. Lamphere, Oregon. No citations 
were issued.


May 19
At 5:40 p.m., Oregon Police investi-


gated a two-vehicle traffic crash in the 
Blackhawk Center parking lot, 1101 Jef-
ferson St., involving a 2015 GMC driven 
by Riley K. Fitzgerald, 18, Rockford, 
and a parked 2010 Buick belonging to 
Adam D. Cunningham, 48, Winnebago. 
No citations were issued.


At 9:17 p.m., Oregon Police issued 
Anthony A. Bullock, 22, of Milan, Illi-
nois, a citation for operating an uninsured 
motor vehicle. This violation occurred 
near the intersection of South 4th and 
Adams Streets.


May 20
At 4:53 p.m., Oregon Police issued 


Adrian Ortiz, 30, Rockford, a citation 
for operating a vehicle with an expired 
registration. This violation occurred in 
the 100 block of South 4th Street.


At 9:29 p.m., Oregon Police issued 
Jamari L. Hollingsworth, 22, of Chicago, 
a citation for no valid driver’s license. 
This violation occurred in the 200 block 
of West Washington Street.


Nine parking citations and nine ver-
bal warnings issued during the week of 
May 15-21.


Please note: Any arrests listed below 
are merely accusations and the defendant 
is presumed innocent unless proven guilty 
in a court of law.


BYRON POLICE DEPARTMENT


Davis Junction woman 
cited for failure to yield


OREGON POLICE DEPARTMENT


Woman cited for letting 
dog run at large


POLO — On May 
19 at 9:17 p.m. Brandon 
R. McCoy, 37, Davis 
Junction, was cited for 
a suspended registration 
and issued a written warn-
ing for speeding 39 miles 
per hour in a 30-miles 


per hour speed zone. Mc-
Coy was released on an 
I-Bond.


On May 19 at 5:40 p.m. 
a city ordinance citation 
was issued to Ahmad Far-
raj for discharging grass 
clippings onto the street.


On May 20 at 10:55 
p.m. Jack D. Ward, 33, 
Stillman Valley, was cited 
for no proof of valid insur-
ance and issued a written 
warning for no regis-
tration light. Ward was 
released on an I-Bond.


POLO POLICE DEPARTMENT


Driver cited for suspended 
registration, speeding


Roberts Armory WWII Museum open for Memorial Day 2023


Roberts Armory World War II Museum will be open to the public on Memo-
rial Day, Monday, May 29, from 1-4 p.m. The Higgins Boat will be open for 
viewing, weather permitting. The next opening will be Aug. 19, 2023. To get 
to the museum, follow the signs on the Army truck at Illinois Route 251 and 
Intermodal Drive (approximately three miles). Many WWII artifacts are on 
display including tanks, trucks, cannons and Rochelle News-Leader newspa-
pers from 1945 presenting photographs of Rochelle residents who served 
during WWII. More information is available on the Rochelle website at: http://
www.enjoyrochelle.com/online-directory/what-to-do/history-attractions/
robert-s-armory.html. There is no admission charge.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR


Brought to you by these sponsors:


Hybrid Seed Corn
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26
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16


Call For Prices
309-462-2396 800-345-7798


1028 130th St., Berwick, IL1028 130th St., Berwick, IL


C
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8


Hank's Repair
Hank Kaiser-Owner


ASE Certified
P.O. Box 31


54 Stephenson St.
German Valley, IL 61039


Bus. ph. 815-362-3451 Cell ph. 815-238-5144
Fax ph. 815-362-231609262016


Grain Handling & Merchandising
213 South Hickory St. • P.O. Box 408, Stillman Valley, IL 61084


(815) 645-8120   Fax: (815) 645-2736


JONES FUNERAL HOMES
Ask us about our guaranteed 


prearrangement contracts.
DIXON


204 S. Ottawa Ave.
288-2241


AMBOY
303 E. Main St.


857-2611
Patrick R. Jones, Jr. CC2018www.thejonesfh.com


09
26


20
16


ONLINE SERVICES MAKE LIFE EASIER
– Simplify Your Financial Life –


• Online Banking 24/7    •    Online Bill Pay 24/7
• E Statements


Account Info Wherever you go…
MOBILE BANKING


For Any Internet-Enabled Phone


Learn more today at www.rbcu.net


C
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Jonas Martin
Well Drilling Co.


Randy & Vickie Roop
171 S. Daysville Rd., Oregon, IL


815-732-2216


ROCK VALLEY SHOPPER


211 HWY. 38 EAST, ROCHELLE 61068


815-732-2156
www.oglecountylife.com


ADVERTISE YOUR 
BUSINESS HERE


LOCAL NEWS


May 29
Mt. Morris American Legion Post #143 will host 


the annual Memorial Day Program on Monday, 
May 29 at 10 a.m. at the American Legion Veterans 
Memorial Fountain. It is located on the corner of 
Wesley Avenue and Main Street, one block south 
of Hitt Street/Illinois Route 64.


The program again includes the reading of 
every name of all deceased Mt. Morris veterans 
from World War II to the present. There will be a 
separate presentation of the names of those killed 
in action. 


Our American Legion post is pleased to be as-
sisted during the ceremonies by Girl Scouts from 
Mt. Morris and Oregon. 


We invite all family members, friends, and other 
guests to share this special time in honor of our 
many loved ones who served this country. 


“The Gettysburg Address” and “In Flanders 
Fields” will be read. Wreaths will be placed at the 
Memorial Fountain in honor of veterans from every 
war and those serving during peacetime. The Mt. 


Morris American Legion firing squad, the benedic-
tion, and taps will conclude the service. 


The program will be held primarily but not totally 
under the shade of campus trees. We advise you to 
bring a chair, water, sunscreen and hat. It will be 
cancelled in case of thunderstorms. The cancel-
lation decision will not be made until Memorial 
Day morning.


May 29
Oregon Memorial Day service provided by Ore-


gon VFW Post 8739 and American Legion Post 97.
VFW Post 8739 and Legion Post 97 will perform 


Memorial Day services starting at 9:10 a.m. at the 
Ogle County Courthouse and will move to the River 
Side Cemetery about 9:30 a.m. Service at the cem-
etery will include the Oregon High School band and 
speakers Robert Coulter and Mayor Ken Williams. 
It will conclude with the OHS band, rifle salute and 
eco taps by OHS band.  We should conclude before 
11:30 a.m. Due to COVID-19, the VFW will not be 
having lunch this year. Please show up for support 
of our departed veterans.


June 3
Come and join us on the opening day of Byron’s 


Hairy Cow Farmers market on Saturday, June 3 from 8 
a.m. to noon!


Featuring seasonal produce, baked goods, farm fresh 
eggs, plants and a large variety of crafts. We have more 
vendors than ever before, including the Black Pearl Coffee 
truck, this season. We look forward to seeing everyone!


For more information or to become a vendor, please 
contact Taryn Bradley at (815)985-6042, by email at craft-
lab23@gmail.com, or at the Byron’s Hairy Cow Farmers 
Facebook page.


 June 6
The Northern Illinois Food Bank will offer its Free 


Summer Lunch Program to all school-age children in Mt. 
Morris beginning Tuesday, June 6.


Free lunches will be served on Tuesdays and Wednes-
days from 11:30 a.m. to noon at the Evangelical Free 
Church Christian Education Center on the southwest 
corner of Kable Square.


Pre-registration is welcomed. Call the Evangelical Free 
Church at 815-734-4942.


OREGON — Summer is here and what better way 
to kick it off than with the first River’s Edge Farmers 
Market of the 2023 season? Join us Thursday, June 
1 from 5-7:30 p.m. to shop nearly 30 local vendors, 
grab dinner from three fabulous food trucks and 
take in tunes from our good friends The Rock River 
Strummers! We’re located right behind the Oregon 
Fire Protection District at 123 N. 2nd St.


Everyone will be able to stock their fridge with fresh 
produce, meat, eggs, coffee, honey, maple syrup and 
mushrooms, plus canned goods and tasty homemade 
baked goods and snacks! We are also very happy to 
again accept SNAP/Link funds for the above items. 


Those utilizing Link cards can visit the informa-
tion booth (orange tent with the yellow tablecloth) to 
exchange Link funds for “River Bucks,” which can 
be used to purchase food items directly from vendors. 
We are also participating in the Link Match program, 
which offers a dollar-for-dollar match on Link funds 
for fresh produce. Spend $10 from your Link card, 
get another $10 to spend!


In addition to food, we’ll have jewelry, soap, apparel, 
art, plants, knit and crochet items, dog treats and more! 
Most importantly, we’ll have FUN! June 1 promises to 
be a wonderful night and it only gets better throughout 
the season. We look forward to seeing you there, June 
through September!


More information can be found at cityoforegon.org/
rivers-edge-farmers-market or find us on Facebook 
or Instagram!


River’s Edge Farmers 
Market kicks off season 
Thursday, June 1BFPD re-elected commissioners sworn in


At the Byron Forest Preserve District’s May board meeting, re-elected commissioners were sworn in: (left-
right) Dave Breen, Kris Baker and Aaron Vincer. Thank you for your service to the community!


CHANA — Chana Family Clothes Closet at Chana 
United Methodist Church is open for anyone needing 
free clothing and accessories.  During the week, the 
closet is available from 9 a.m. to noon on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday if you make reservations by 
calling 815-732-7683.


New clothes selections for spring and summer are 
available for the entire family (infant through adults). 
There is a wide variety of styles and sizes with many 
current and new, never-been-worn clothing. All of the 
clothing is offered at no cost, and everyone is wel-
come. Please help us reduce our inventory.


Chana Family Clothes Closet open for those in need


OREGON — Tickets are now on 
sale for the 2023 Mt. Morris-Oregon 
FFA Alumni Pork Chop Dinner and 
Auction. The dinner is scheduled from 
5-7 p.m. on Saturday, June 10, at the 
Ogle County Fairgrounds, with a live 
auction of items following the dinner. 


The price for a one pork chop dinner 
is $10 and the price for a two pork 
chop dinner is $13. Advance tickets for 
the event are available by contacting 
Alumni President Jon Sheely at 815-
978-2264. Tickets will be available at 


the door on the day of the event, but 
the price of the one pork chop dinner 
will increase to $12 and the price of 
the two pork chop dinner will increase 
to $15. Carry-out dinners are also 
available. The auction will include an 
assortment of items, many of which 
are viewable at www.facebook.com/
MtMorrisOregonFFAAlumni, the 
Alumni’s Facebook page. 


The pork chop dinner and auction 
is a major fundraiser for the Mt. Mor-
ris-Oregon FFA Alumni Association 


that helps fund activities in conjunction 
with OHS FFA chapter, including 
scholarships for OHS students continu-
ing their education after high school.


Thank you to the sponsors,  Plat-
inum level sponsor Kenzley Title 
Group, Inc; Corn Gold level sponsors 
Compeer Financial and R.E.Wolber & 
Sons; National Blue sponsors A.M. 
Floral Co, Eastman’s Trenching LLC, 
Mel’s Custom Graphics, Steve Benesh 
& Sons Quarries, Stillman Bank, and 
Union Savings Bank.


Mt. Morris-Oregon FFA Alumni Pork 
Chop Dinner and Auction is June 10
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VIEWPOINT
The Ogle County Life is a division of 


News Media Corporation.
"Congress shall make no law. . .


abridging the freedom of speech or of the press"


Published every Monday
Mike Feltes, General Manager
Jeff Helfrich, Managing Editor


Pomp and Circumstance


LIFE letters' 
policy


Concise letters are most likely to be 
chosen for publication, but the use of any 
material is at the discretion of manage-
ment. All letters must be signed or they 
will not be considered for publication.


During election times, no letters written 
by the candidates endorsing themselves 
will be considered for publication.


Editing may be necessary for space, 
clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but 
ideas will not be altered. Writers are urged 
to use discretion and refrain from sarcasm 
or personal attacks. 


Criticism of individuals or organizations 
that is not broached tactfully will jeop-
ardize the publication of a letter. Letters 
will be published in the order that they 
are received, unless there is a time factor 
involved, space permitting.


POMP and Circumstance 
playing in the back-
ground as graduates 


will be marching down the aisle 
to accept their diplomas. Proud 
parents, family and friends 
crowding gymnasium bleachers 
or folding chairs to cheer on 
their loved one.


Yep, graduation is here. On to 
college or on to the work force; 
decisions must be made. It’s off 
into the “real” world, except 
I’m no longer sure what is real 
and what is fiction these days. 
I guess these young people will 
define that in the coming years.


Congratulations!


Scholarships
Megan Hagemann, Jack 


Richolson, Lauren Carlson, 
Alexandria Cassens, Morgan 
Schabacker, Kennedy Stroheck-
er, Breanna Cisketti and Grace 
Prose were all recently named 
as recipients of scholarships 
awarded by the Ogle County 
Farm Bureau in 2023.


Cisketti was awarded the Del 
Flessner Memorial Scholarship 
in the amount of $1,500. This 
scholarship was created to honor 
the legacy of long-time Ogle 
County Farm Bureau Manager 
Del Flessner. She is the daughter 
of Brian and Brandi Cisketti. 
Breanna is a 2022 graduate of 
Polo High School and is current-
ly majoring in agribusiness at 
Sauk Valley Community College 
with plans to attend UW-Platte-
ville next fall.


Cassens and Hagemann were 
named winners of the $1,000 
General Farm Bureau Scholar-
ship.


Cassens is the daughter of 
John and Diane Cassens, Byron. 
She is a 2022 graduate of Byron 
High School and currently 
attends Luther College majoring 


in nursing. 
Hagemann is the daughter of 


Brad and Jean Hagemann, Mt. 
Morris. She is a 2020 graduate 
of Forreston High School and 
attends UW-Platteville majoring 
in animal science.


Richolson was 
named the recipient of 
the $1,000 Don Bybee 
Memorial Scholarship, 
sponsored through the 
generosity of the Bybee 
Family to honor Mr. By-
bee for his many years 
of service to agriculture 
in Ogle County. Jack is the son 
of Brad and Julie Richolson, 
Lindenwood. Jack is a 2022 
graduate from Rochelle Town-
ship High School and currently 
attends Iowa State University 
majoring in agricultural studies.


Schabacker is the recipient of 
the Mark Detig Memorial Schol-
arship awarded in the amount of 
$1,000. This scholarship hon-
ors the late Mark Detig for his 
service to the Ogle County Pork 
Producers Association and Ogle 
County agriculture. Morgan is 
the daughter of Todd Schabacker 
and Anita and Mike Friedlund, 
Rochelle. Morgan is a 2020 
graduate from Rochelle Town-
ship High School is currently 
attending Iowa State University 
majoring in agricultural busi-
ness.


Carlson is the Ag Technology 
Scholarship winner. Lauren is 
the daughter of Jason and Julie 
Carlson, Byron. She will gradu-
ate Byron High School this year 
and will continue her studies at 
either UW-Platteville or South-
east Missouri State majoring in 
environmental horticulture. The 
scholarship is awarded in the 
amount of $1,000. 


Strohecker is the recipient 
of the Mary LeFevre Memo-


rial Scholarship, sponsored in 
cooperation between the farm 
bureau and the Jeff and Joyce 
Tremble Family. The scholarship 
focuses on students pursuing 
careers in healthcare. Kennedy 


is the daughter of Ron and 
Tasha Sims, Byron. She 
will graduate Byron High 
School this spring and at-
tend the Viterbo University 
majoring in nursing. The 
scholarship is awarded at 
$1,000.


Prose was awarded the 
George LeFevre Memo-


rial Scholarship in the amount 
of $1,000. It also is funded with 
the cooperation of the Jeff and 
Joyce Tremble Family, recogniz-
ing Mr. LeFevre for his lifelong 
service to Ogle County agricul-
ture. Gracie is the daughter of 
Nick and Charity Prose, Oregon. 
Gracie will graduate Oregon 
High School this spring and go 
onto study ag communications 
at either Highland Community 
College or Iowa State University.


This marks the 25th year that 
the Ogle County Farm Bureau 
has awarded scholarships to 
member dependents who seek to 
pursue course studies in agricul-
ture at an accredited institution 
of higher education.


Scholarships will again be 
awarded in 2024 and applications 
will be available in January.  For 
information on the Ogle Coun-
ty Farm Bureau Scholarship 
Program contact me at 815-732-
2231.


“A graduation ceremony is an 
event where the commencement 
speaker tells thousands of stu-
dents dressed in identical caps 
and gowns that ‘individuality’ 
is the key to success.” -Robert 
Orben


Ron Kern is the manager of 
the Ogle County Farm Bureau.


Scott Reeder


Ron Kern


THE worst kind of graft is perfectly legal.
That’s a lesson I’ve observed in my 35 


years as a journalist. 
I’ve been thinking about that lesson these past few 


weeks as revelations are brought forth about gifts U.S. 
Supreme Court Justice Clarence Thomas received from 
a rich buddy.  


Let me preface my criticisms of the jurist by saying I 
often agree with his decisions. But that doesn’t absolve 
him from the shady things he has done.  


Thomas and his wife Ginni, received luxury 
vacations and private jet travel from Texas real 
estate magnate Harlan Crow.  The justice con-
tends he did nothing wrong and that these were 
just gifts from a friend. 


I don’t doubt that Thomas and his wife 
consider Crow to be a “dear friend.” But a 
more appropriate question might be whether 
the billionaire would be chumming around with 
Thomas if he didn’t happen to be a Supreme 
Court justice.


Democrats in Congress are squawking about how 
wrong this relationship is. What is happening here is 
wrong – but probably not illegal.


When I was a young reporter in Galveston, Texas, 
the managing editor had a “Wheels” column in which 
he wrote a weekly love note to the auto industry.


The price of this journalistic prostitution? Every 
week, a car company would send him a new vehicle 
to “test drive” along with a press release espousing the 
model’s virtues. 


His teenagers drove them to school. And even when 
they sent him a real dog with major mechanical issues, 
he wrote about how swell it was.


“There is no such thing as a bad car,” he told a group 
of young reporters who asked about the practice. We 
rolled our eyes.


Most journalists would say what he was doing 
wasn’t ethical. The readers were never informed of this 
cozy relationship. But it’s also the kind of graft that is 
legal.


If pressed as to why he did it, I suspect he would 
have justified his actions by pointing to his salary and 
saying he deserved some sort of perk. 


Thomas, who earns $184,000 a year as a Supreme 
Court justice, could make a similar claim, noting that he 
would make many times that in private practice. 


That justification reminds me a bit of one given by 
another supreme court justice, Ray I. Klingbiel, who 
served on Illinois’ highest court in the 1960s. Before 
that he was East Moline mayor. 


Sometime in 1966 Ted Isaacs, a member of then-
Gov. Otto Kerner’s cabinet and a wheeler-dealer, man-
aged to put himself in a position to allocate stock in the 
politically connected Civic Center Bank in Chicago.


At the time, the state high court was considering 


the dismissal of a 35-count felony indictment accusing 
Isaacs of bilking the Illinois Treasury. Shortly thereafter, 
the court unanimously affirmed the dismissal of Isaacs’ 
felony indictments in an opinion written by Klingbiel.


According to the book “Illinois Justice” by Kenneth 
Manaster, Klingbiel kept his 100 shares in a dresser 
drawer. Klingbiel insisted that the stock was merely a 
campaign contribution. But it was given after he had 
been elected and in the form of a stock certificate and it 


had been given to him by an associate of Isaacs, 
who had a case before the court.


“There is no doubt in my mind Isaacs was 
trying to influence the court with his actions,” 
Manaster told me.


So why do educated people like Thomas and 
Klingbiel do stupid things like this? 


Manaster attributes Klingbiel’s transgressions 
to the Illinois political culture that he had been 
reared in. Klingbiel served as the Republican 
mayor of East Moline for six years and before 


that worked as the city attorney. There were few regula-
tions on campaign contributions in those days.


But that strikes me as a child’s excuse: “Everybody’s 
doing it.” Someone with a better moral compass would 
have known better. 


Future U.S. Supreme Court Justice John Paul Ste-
vens was appointed chief counsel to the five-member 
commission that investigated the allegations of wrong-
doing. 


Stevens was quoted in a 1969 Associated Press 
article saying, “ Chief Justice Roy J. Solfisburg, Justice 
Ray I. Klingbiel and Theodore J. Isaacs are guilty of 
gross impropriety. “


But neither Chief Justice Roy Solisburg nor Kling-
biel was ever criminally charged. “The short answer is 
they never could prove they took a bribe to the degree 
necessary needed in court,” Manaster said.


The worst kinds of graft are often legal. 
Stevens insisted during his 1975 confirmation that 


he never would have been nominated for the supreme 
court if not for the work he had done investigating 
Klingbiel and Solfisburg.


One honest man rose as two dishonest ones fell.
The episode ended with Klingbiel retiring and Solfis-


burg resigning from the state supreme court. 
Klingbeil’s final days were sad ones, Manaster said. 


He remained bitter about what he described as a “politi-
cal push” to get him off the court. 


Shaken and sorrowful, Manaster said he told one 
member of the commission, he knew in his heart he 
was not a crook, “but I was a damn fool.” 


Will Justice Thomas have such a revelation? Don’t 
hold your breath. 


Scott Reeder, a staff writer for Illinois Times, can be 
reached at sreeder@illinoistimes.com.


The worst kind of graft is perfectly legal


Scott Reeder,
Your statement, 


“…the best intended 
legislation can have 
disappointing conse-
quences.”  Disappoint-
ing, indeed. That can 
be applied 
almost in-
finitely.


Animal 
rights activ-
ists are not 
pitted against 
veterinari-
ans. Quite 
the contrary, 
for what reason do 
people become vets 
if not to preserve the 
lives of animals? They 
are often anything 
but pragmatists. They 
are healers, first and 
foremost. Vets are also 
not limited to “four-
legged critters”. 


The son and hus-
band of a vet would 
know this. I have 
rescued more than 600 
animals and I en-
counter situations and 
behaviors far beyond 
your ken. 
Declawing cats is 
unnecessary and 
inherently cruel. It’s 
something humans do 
mostly out of con-
venience. Typically, 
because they refuse to 
train their pets. 


Yes, cats can be 
trained! 
“Shelters are often 
overwhelmed.” Is an 
understatement to 
the nth degree.  We 
are literally buried 
in animals that were 
100 percent failed by 
humans. 
Declawing is not an 
alternative to being 
able to keep a cat. It 
is not the “state of the 
world we live in.” 


The long-term 
consequences of de-
clawing are numerous 
enough to legislate for 
the halt of the prac-
tice. “Done safely” is 
great. Sadly, that is 
not often the case, and 
the cats pay the price 
for the rest of their 
lives. Paw pain, back 
pain, infection, tissue 
necrosis (resulting in 
additional surgery) as 
well as altering their 
mobility because of 
the way their paws 


meet the ground are 
just some of the obvi-
ous detriments to the 
maiming you condone. 


Remove the ends of 
your toes! Claws can 
also grow back caus-


ing nerve 
damage and 
bone spurs. 
Declawing 
can also 
cause im-
pairment 
of normal 
cat behav-
ior. Cats by 


nature are climbers. 
Removing their claws 
robs them of that nat-
ural ability as well as 
stripping them of their 
first defense. Cats 
groom themselves, 
using their claws.


“Tomcats who 
would just as soon not 
have one particular 
appendage removed.” 
Testicles as well as 
ovaries are repro-
ductive organs, not 
appendages. Spay/
neuter practices pre-
vent unwanted litters. 
Remember? Shelters 
are “overwhelmed”? 
We are buried in 
irresponsible owner 
mistakes and the greed 
of breeders.


If a person is im-
mune compromised, 
has a blood disorder, 
or dementia they are 
typically not well-suit-
ed for the responsibil-
ity of a cat. Cats hunt. 
Indoors or outdoors.  
Cats carry toxoplas-
mosis. Any individual 
prone to infection 
should never be near 
a litterbox nor a cat 
that’s been pawing in 
one.


Regarding folks 
with dementia; if 
they cannot care for 
themselves safely 
and consistently, how 
can they possibly be 
entrusted with the care 
of another creature 
who depends on them 
implicitly?


“Trying to legislate 
medical procedures by 
legislative fiat doesn’t 
make sense.” Exactly 
my opinion regarding 
my uterus.


Melodee Hoffman
Mt. Morris


Response to 
cat declawing 


column
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Gene Eike Insurance Agency
1500 W. Washington


Oregon, IL • 732-2222
Life Insurance • Health Insurance


Auto Insurance • Homeowners
Senior Products • Medicare Supplements


Gene Eike Insurance Agency
1500 W. Washington


Oregon, IL • 732-2222
Life Insurance • Health Insurance


Auto Insurance • Homeowners
Senior Products • Medicare Supplements


Gene Eike
Insurance Agency


05132019 05
15


20
23


Farm Systems 
815-493-2620


Milledgeville
815-225-7101


Main Office & Energy
815-493-2181


West Warehouse
815-493-2800 122 S Wesley Ave., Mt. Morris


815.973.5697 • AireloomMusic.com


Find us on Facebook @AireloomMusicStudio


Recording Studio
Music Lessons & 


Piano Tuning
MUSIC LESSONS FOR:


GUITAR, VIOLIN, CELLO, BASS GUITAR, VOICE, PIANO,  
BRASS WOODWINDS, HARMONICA, HARP, DRUMS, MANDOLIN


Remembering their service & sacrifice!
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Forreston, IL • 815-938-2586


We Are An Authorized
Dealer Of Icom &


Kenwood Radio Equipment


2-Way Radio Communication


OREGON VFW
1310 W Washington St


Oregon, IL, 61061
# 815-732-6851


Hours are Mon,Wed, Fri 4-9 pm


“A hero is someone who has given his or 
her life to something bigger than oneself.” - 


Joseph Campbell
05292023


712 N Division 
Ave. 


Polo, IL 
(815) 946-2886


05292023


104 E Mason St,  
Polo, IL 61064
(815) 677-3636


Chesty P’s Pub
    SPECIAL THANKS TO ASHTON 


AMERICAN LEGION POST #345


DINNER HOURS 
WEDNESDAY, FRIDAY & SATURDAY


5 - 8 P.M. 


SERVING LUNCHES 
11 A.M. - 2 P.M.


MONDAY - FRIDAY 
CATERING AVAILABLE FOR SPECIAL EVENTS!
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Serving and supporting Ashton and the surrounding area for 20 Years!


421 W. Pines Rd., Oregon, IL 61061
(815) 732-2231
www.oglefb.org/


OGLE COUNTY FARM 
BUREAU


Serving Agriculture in Ogle County
Since 1917


Funeral and Burial Prearrangement
and Prefinancing Available


303 E. Main St.
857-2611


204 S. Ottawa Ave.
288-2241


Christopher E. Jones Patrick R. Jones, Jr.
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Stability • Service • Strength


Protection For Your
Farm & Home Insurance Needs


815-938-2273 • 800-938-2270 • www.fmic.org


HANK’S REPAIR


54 Stephenson St.
German Valley


815-362-3451


• Install Jasper Engines & Transmissions
• General Automotive
• Tires
• A.S.E. Certified
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MEMORIAL DAY
REMEMBER AND HONOR


Serving Older Adults and Their Families Throughout Ogle County


Senior Information Service 
• Transportation


Medicare Counseling 
• Caregiver Services


Education/Recreation/ 
Trips & Tours


Community Partner


(815) 732-3252
(800) 541-5479


www.rockrivercenter.org
810 South 10th St., Oregon


Monday - Friday: 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
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Serving Older Adults and Their Families Throughout Ogle County


Senior Information Service 
• Transportation


Medicare Counseling 
• Caregiver Services


Education/Recreation/ 
Trips & Tours


Community Partner


(815) 732-3252
(800) 541-5479


www.rockrivercenter.org
810 South 10th St., Oregon


Monday - Friday: 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
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31
20
21 Blake Automotive


3678 IL 64, Mt. Morris  815-734-7228


Full-ServiceFull-Service
Auto Repair & Auto Repair & 
MaintenanceMaintenance
From factory-schedule From factory-schedule 
maintenance to emergency maintenance to emergency 
repairs and towing, we offer repairs and towing, we offer 
trusted service and great rates trusted service and great rates 
for unbeatable value.for unbeatable value.


05292023


Always Remembered & Always Remembered & 
HonoredHonored


Fritz’s Wooden Nickel
Restaurant & Lounge


Downtown Stillman Valley • 815-645-9828


Thank you to the 
brave men and women 


who have made the 
ultimate sacrifice for 


our freedom.


Bushman’s Service
On Farm Tire Service


Milledgeville, IL


815-225-7411


Keep On Keep On GrowingGrowing


Best Wishes & Congratulations
BYRON FOREST PRESERVE
JARRETT PRAIRIE CENTER • PRAIRIEVIEW GOLF CLUB


7993 NORTH RIVER RD., BYRON 815-234-8535
www.byronforestpreserve.com
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LOCAL NEWS


This message is funded by the Illinois Department of Public Health through funds 
received from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)SERVICE CALL SPECIAL


$2995 ANY 
BRAND


We Service All Makes & Models. Test & check.


Over 30 Years Experience.
AFFORDABLE WATER


815-625-3426
Toll Free: 877-353-7638


OREGON — On May 
15 at 3:51 a.m. deputies 
were notified of a car in the 
ditch at South Garnhart Road 
just south of East Illinois 
Route 64. After investiga-
tion, Daniel Enriquez, 42, 
of Belvidere, was placed 
under arrest for driving while 
license revoked. Enriquez 
was transported to the Ogle 
County Jail and held in lieu 
of bond.


On May 16 at approxi-
mately 9:19 a.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop in the 
8,000 block of North River 
Road. After a brief investi-
gation, Adam Nambo, 42, of 
Rockford, was placed under 
arrest for no valid driver’s li-
cense. Nambo was also cited 
for suspended registration/
non-Insured and released on 
scene with a return court date.


On May 16 at approxi-
mately 6:12 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop in 
the 3,000 block of South 
Illinois Route 251. After a 
brief investigation, Joseph 
Willis, 40, of Rochelle, was 
arrested for driving while 
license suspended.  Willis 
was released on a $2,500 
individual bond with a return 
court date. Willis was also 
issued a citation for no front 
registration.


On May 17 at 7:40 p.m. 
deputies were dispatched to 
a disturbance in the 10,000 
block of West Illinois Route 
64. As a result, Brenden M. 
Harms, 20, of Polo, was ar-
rested for disorderly conduct. 
Harms was transported to 
the Ogle County Jail in lieu 
of bond.


On May 18 at 5:58 p.m. 
deputies conducted a traffic 
stop in the 8,000 block of 
East Flagg Road. After in-
vestigation, Corey Shugart, 
47, of Prophetstown, was 
placed under arrest for driv-
ing while license suspended. 
Shugart was released on an 
individual bond with a return 
court date set. 


On May 19 at approxi-
mately 5:46 p.m. deputies 
responded to the 5,500 block 
of South Watertown Road 
for a single-vehicle rollover 
accident.  A preliminary 
investigation revealed that 
a northbound vehicle being 
driven by Abbey Ewald, 
32, of Rochelle, traveled 
off the east edge of the 
roadway. The vehicle then 
overturned multiple times 
before coming to a rest. Ab-
bey Ewald was transported 
to KSB Hospital by Oregon 
EMS for treatment of serious 
injuries. A passenger in the 
vehicle, Conner Ewald, 8, 
was pronounced deceased 
at the scene. This accident 
remains under investigation 
with charges pending. Depu-
ties were assisted at the scene 
by Oregon Fire/EMS. 


On May 19 at approxi-
mately 9:39 p.m. deputies 
responded to the intersection 
of East Ritchie Road and 
South Woodlawn Road for 
the report of a car in the 
ditch. Upon arrival, deputies 
located a blue Nissan Altima 
wrecked in the ditch east 
of the intersection.  It was 
determined that the Nissan, 
being driven by Janeiro Tla-
pa-Hernandez, 36, of Davis 
Junction, was traveling east-
bound on East Ritchie Road, 


disregarded the stop sign and 
the intersection, and crashed 
in the ditch. After a brief in-
vestigation, deputies arrested 
Tlapa-Hernandez for driving 
under the influence of alco-
hol.  Tlapa-Hernandez was 
taken into custody without 
incident and transported to 
the Ogle County Jail where 
he was held in lieu of bond. 
Tlapa-Hernandez was ad-
ditionally cited for failure 
to reduce speed to avoid an 
accident, disregarding an 
official traffic control de-
vice, operating an uninsured 
motor vehicle and failure 
to carry/display a driver’s 
license.


On May 19 at approxi-
mately 9:31 p.m. deputies 
responded to the 200 block 
of South Prairie Street in 
Creston regarding a report-
ed domestic battery. After 
an investigation, deputies 
placed Donna J. Russell, 
58, of Ashton, under arrest 
for aggravated domestic 
battery. Russell was trans-
ported to the Ogle County 
Jail, pending an appearance 
before a judge.


On May 20 at approxi-
mately 1 a.m. deputies in-
vestigated a vehicle parked in 
the northbound lane, facing 
south, in the 3,200 block of 
North Stillman Road. After 
a brief investigation, Donald 
Goike Jr., 54, of Chana, was 
arrested for driving under the 
influence of alcohol. Goike 
was transported to the Ogle 
County Jail and held in lieu 
of bond.


On May 20 at approxi-
mately 11:06 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop 
within the 14,000 block of 
East Illinois Route 64. After 
a brief investigation, deputies 
arrested Marisela Soto-Mar-
tinez, 36, of Waukegan, 
for driving while license 
suspended. Deputies next 
made contact with a separate 
vehicle traveling with So-
to-Martinez. After further in-
vestigation, deputies placed 
Jesus C. Morales-Santana, 
40, of Waukegan, under ar-
rest for driving while license 
suspended. Both individuals 
were transported to the Ogle 
County Jail without incident, 
where they were held in lieu 
of bond.


On May 21 at 6:45 p.m. 
deputies responded to  the 
1,300 block of North Illinois 
Route 251 for a reported 
physical disturbance. After a 
brief investigation, deputies 
arrested Eric Rawls, 46, of 
Lindenwood, for domestic 
battery and an outstanding 
warrant. Rawls was trans-
ported to the Ogle County 
Jail pending an appearance 
before a judge.


On May 21 at 1:28 a.m. 
deputies conducted a traffic 
stop at Hickory Lane and 
Illinois Route 64. After a 
brief investigation, deputies 
arrested Joseph Patterson, 
22, of Mendota, for driving 
without a valid license. 
Patterson was released on a 
$2,500 individual bond with 
a return court date. Patterson 
was also issued a citation for 
loud exhaust.


On May 21 at approxi-
mately 12:47 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop in 
the 5,000 block of South 
Woodlawn Road where two 


OGLE COUNTY SHERIFF


Belvidere man arrested for 
driving while license revoked


vehicles pulled over. After a 
brief investigation, deputies 
arrested Robert Rawls, 26, of 
Penscacola, Florida, for no 
valid driver’s license. Rawls 
was also cited for speeding 
26-34 miles per hour above 
limit and released on scene. 


Deputies also arrested 
Scott Beattie, 49, of Rochelle, 
for driving while license 
revoked. Beattie was trans-
ported to the Ogle County 
Jail where he was held in 
lieu of bond.


On May 22 at approxi-
mately 10:06 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop in the 
1,000 block of South Ridge 
Road.  After investigation 
deputies placed Lisa Peter-
son, 47, of Leaf River under 
arrest for driving under the 
influence of alcohol. Peter-
son was additionally issued 
a citation for operating a 
vehicle with a suspended 
registration and a warning for 
an expired registration. Pe-
terson was transported to 
the Ogle County Jail where 
she was held in lieu of bond.    


On May 22 at 6:49 p.m. 
deputies responded to the 
100 block of Roy Avenue 
in Hillcrest for the report 
of a domestic disturbance. 
After investigation, deputies 
arrested Karlo Qunitanilla, 
20, of Davis Junction, for 
criminal damage to proper-
ty. Quintanilla was addition-
ally charged with resisting 
a peace officer. Quintanilla 
was transported to the Ogle 
County Jail and held in lieu 
of bond.


All individuals are con-
sidered innocent until proven 
guilty.


OREGON — The Ogle County 
Sheriff’s Office announced May 19 it is 
stepping up enforcement for the Memorial 
Day “Click It or Ticket” campaign that will 
run May 19-30 and reminds motorists to 
buckle up for safety. “Click It or Ticket” 
leverages education and enforcement to 
save lives.


“Seat belts have proven to be life-sav-
ing in the event of a crash,” Sheriff Brian 
VanVickle said. “Unfortunately, many still 
don’t buckle up. Worse yet, not wearing a 


seat belt is a habit that can be passed on 
to younger generations who follow the 
example set by their elders.”


Memorial Day weekend marks the 
unofficial start of summer, a popular time 
for traveling to visit family and friends. 
Whether you are traveling down the block 
or across the country, make sure you 
buckle up every time. Wearing a seat belt 
can reduce the risk of fatal injury by 45 
percent. Seat belts save lives every day, 
but they’re only effective if they’re used.


Sheriff’s Office joins Illinois ‘Click It 
or Ticket’ campaign to save lives
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mfeltes@oglecountylife.com
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Jenn Goley
630-732-6858
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815-985-6235


Mark True
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JD Gieson
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815-509-8432


Carrie Rowland
815-677-8656


Erin Spence
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Boone Lockard
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Jenny Kirchner
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Jamie Pendergrass
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Becky Adams
815-509-5837


Kierra Moore 
815-238-3902


RockValleyProperties.com
Each office is independently owned & operated.


509 Don Drive, Pecatonica 
$190,000 Call Rebecca


MOVE QUICKLY! 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom ranch in a great 
neighborhood in the Pecatonica School District! Full of 
possibilities this home is ready for you to bring your ideas. 
Roomy ranch with eat in area in the kitchen and main 
floor laundry. Sliders off of kitchen to you beautiful brick 
patio. Lower level is ready to be finished for additional 
living space. Situated on a .31 acre lot that also includes a 
storage shed.  Appliances included. Sold As is.


606 E Washington St., Oregon, IL


815-732-9100


4834 Majestic Pass,  
Loves Park  


$184,000 Call Stephanie
Beautifully maintained one owner end unit condo! Walk 
into the fully finished lower level consisting of a family 
room, spacious bedroom and full bath. Upstairs you will 
find an open floor plan boasting a spacious living room 
with vaulted ceilings and gas fireplace, a dining room 
right off the kitchen complete with large pantry, stainless 
steel appliances and breakfast bar. Main floor includes 
washer and dryer, spacious secondary bedroom and 
master with a large walk-in closet and full bath with dual 
sinks. Patio doors lead to composite deck. Furnace and 
A/C new in 2020, roof completed by Association in 2017. 
Low association dues and maintenance free yard plus an 
insulated 2.5 car garage!


505 E. King Street, Polo 
$155,000 Call Taylor


Be prepared to feel right at home when you walk in the 
door of 505 E King St in Polo! This beautiful home boasts 
an array of recent upgrades that are sure to impress. From 
the newer quality cabinets, counter tops, and appliances 
to the stunning newer windows throughout most of the 
home, this house is move-in ready. With 3bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms, and a full basement, this home offers ample 
living space for families or those looking for extra room 
to grow. The walk-up attic provides plenty of additional 
storage or could be converted into a bonus room to suit 
your needs. Enjoy the convenience of 1st floor laundry 
making daily chores a breeze. This home also includes 
hardwood floors, an extra large 2 car garage, and a fenced 
in yard. Close to schools.


17160 Timber Drive, Sterling 
$449,900 Call JD


Presenting a magnificent brick home set on a sprawling 1.9-acre 
wooded lot in the tranquil Hickory Hills subdivision. This residence offers 
5 bedrooms, 4 full and 2 half baths, and one-of-a-kind features that 
speak for themselves. The exquisite kitchen, dining room, and living 
room provide a sophisticated ambiance for entertaining while the family 
room offers tons of additional space complimented by natural light 
throughout. Wood-burning fireplaces grace the living room and master 
suite, featuring a master bath and walk in closet. Recent updates include 
a new furnace, water softener, & on demand water heater. The kitchen is 
a true culinary masterpiece with Schmidt custom-built hickory cabinets, 
granite countertops, and a generous island with breakfast bar. An array 
of updated appliances elevates both functionality and style. While the 
main floor laundry room adds convenience. Indulge in the luxury of an 
all-cedar indoor pool, complete with a slide, and dedicated bathroom. 
Step outside to enjoy the a 2-car attached garage and a serene back 
deck overlooking your secluded wooded property. Fiber optic internet 
connectivity available. This home has been loved, cared for, and 
completely move-in ready! Make it yours today.


307 N. Walnut St., Lindenwood 
$189,900 Call Taylor


Welcome to 307 N. Walnut St. in Lindenwood! Step inside 
and be greeted by an abundance of natural light that 
streams through the new windows, which come with a 
transferable lifetime warranty, providing peace of mind 
to the new owner. The updated kitchen boasts newer 
granite countertops, stainless steel kitchen appliances, a 
backsplash, and fresh cabinets. Finishing touches abound 
with new trim, light fixtures, and hardwood floors (2021) 
throughout the home, enhancing the overall aesthetic 
look of the interior. Entertain with ease in the finished 
basement, complete with a dry bar, perfect for hosting 
friends and family or enjoying a quiet evening in. Storage 
isn’t a concern with the walk-up attic, offering ample 
space to store your belongings or potentially create an 
additional living area to suit your needs. Step outside onto 
the composite deck, where you can enjoy the outdoors 
overlooking the nearly half acre lot. Other recent updates 
include a newer furnace, A/C, and water heater.


5108 N. Winnebago Rd., 
Winnebago  


$374,900 Call Becky
Country living with a stunning view in this beautiful 1.5 story brick home 
sitting on 2.69 acres in the Pecatonica school district. This custom built 
home has 3 BR, 2.5 BA, and a 2 car attached garage with brand new 
opener. This boasts a family room with cathedral ceilings, triangular 
windows to ceiling, 2 story stone fireplace with wood burner and blower, 
newer carpet (‘17), sliding doors to huge deck, open stairway and adjoins 
to the dinette with another set of sliding doors and a pass through from 
kitchen with breakfast bar. Kitchen has hi/low cherry cabinets with crown 
molding, pantry and all SS appliances that stay. Laundry room off kitchen 
and washer/dryer stay (‘17) and 1/2 bath. 1st floor master BR with en 
suite bath including a corner whirlpool tub, 2 cherry vanities and large 
walk-in closet. Upstairs are 2 oversized bedrooms each with a double 
closet, loft area open to below and a full bath. Lower level has a finished 
family room and office/possible 4th bedroom. Bring your toys because 
there is a 30x40 outbuilding with a 40’ long storage area upstairs. The 
building is insulated, heated, water, concrete floor and car lift! Garden 
shed and garden, radon mitigation installed. Roof-’17, Aprilaire (as-is), 
a few windows and siding new in ‘17, A/C -’21, hot water heater and 
water softener -’17, reverse osmosis, sump pump, 2 LP tanks owned, 
basement has laundry hookup as well plus a laundry sink.


3747 W. Ill Route 64 Lot, 82  
Mt. Morris  


$39,900 Call Mark
Looking for a move in ready 2 bedroom, 1 bathroom home 
that is the “Complete Package”? This beautifully updated 
1983 Nashua 14 x 70 mobile home is being sold with most 
personal property available to stay! New appliances in 
2020. Plus, a John Deere 42” riding mower to take care 
of your new yard is included! Updates include 2 year old 
furnace and central air, newer beautiful cabinets, newer 
gutters, newer shed with cement foundation, new blinds, 
new fans and light fixtures and a re-sealed roof in the 
Fall of 2021! Home is located in Mt. Morris Estates and 
monthly lot rent is 400.00. Purchaser must be approved 
by the park.


211 N. Beebe Street, Warren 
$79,000 Call Rebecca


CALLING ALL INVESTORS! This is a rare opportunity to 
own a 4 place trailer court located in Warren. There are 
3 trailers on site that are currently rented and one trailer 
that needs removal, but can be replaced with a new unit. 
Two of the tenants have been there 7+ years. No issues 
finding tenants for this property with great income. If you 
are looking to add to your investment portfolio - look no 
further! 


1801 English St., Rock Falls 
$145,000 Call Carla


New Listing in Rock Falls! You can’t help but fall in love 
with this sweet offering in Rock Falls! This 3 bedroom 
ranch offers all main floor living with an incredible 5-6 
car heated and cooled garage. Sitting on a double lot 
there’s loads of room inside and out! Newer central air 
and furnace. Nice sized kitchen with built in oven and 
stove top. Large living room and lots of closet space 
throughout! Three bedrooms, Newer windows! The garage 
is a dream garage with over 5-6 parking spaces. There’s 
in-floor heating plus forced air heating and a 1/2 bath. 
Close to East Coloma Elementary school. There’s ton’s 
of opportunity with all of this space! Close to highly rated 
schools and an edge of town location makes this property 
a great deal in this hot market!


1443 Rock Island Rd.,  
Davis Junction  


$289,000 Call Taylor Miller
This stunning home showcases a multitude of desirable features 
that are sure to amaze! With 5 bedrooms and 3.5 bathrooms, this 
home offers ample space for the entire family. Step inside and 
you will notice the open layout that creates an inviting and warm 
atmosphere throughout the home. The large living room provides 
the perfect space for gathering with loved ones, featuring abundant 
natural light and a seamless flow into the adjacent areas. The living 
room features a wood burning fireplace which is great for those 
winter months to keep the space warm when gathering with the 
family. The large master bedroom boasts vaulted ceilings, a walk in 
closet, and a master bathroom with a soaker tub. Need extra space 
for entertaining? Look no further than the finished basement, which 
boasts a comfortable bedroom, a full bathroom, and an expansive 
entertainment area. This versatile space can be customized to 
suit your specific needs, whether it’s a home theater, game room, 
or additional living area. Recent updates include newer flooring 
throughout, refrigerator, and washer/dryer. Enjoy get togethers and 
cookouts on the large 18 x 20 ft deck. Located at 1443 Rock Island 
Rd, this home offers a harmonious blend of comfort, elegance, and 
functionality.


NEW 


LISTING
NEW 


LISTING NEW 


LISTING NEW 


LISTING
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LISTING
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LISTING NEW 


LISTING
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LISTING
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LISTING


NEW 


LISTING


THE late Mark Cameron, 
who served as a teach-
er and coach at Byron 


High School for 17 years, was 
inducted into the Illinois Coach-
es Association Golf Hall of Fame 
on May 15 in Bloomington. 


Cameron began teaching social 
studies at BHS in 1994, also 
taking on the role of coach in 
the basketball, baseball and golf 
programs; in fact, in terms of the 
golf program, he was its origi-
nator, fulfilling the head coach 
position from its inception in 
1997 until his retirement in 2011. 
Afterwards, he continued as an 
assistant coach for another five 
years. 


Under Coach Cameron’s lead-
ership, the program flourished 
to one of the best in the state, 
and his accomplishments as a 
coach were remarkable. Under 
his tenure as head golf coach, he 
amassed a match record of 181-
21 (90 percent). His teams won 
nine conference championships, 
nine IHSA regional champion-
ships, two IHSA sectional cham-
pionships, and they qualified for 
the IHSA state championship 
tournament nine times. At the 
state tournament, the Tigers 
placed in the top-eight seven 


times, including being crowned 
champions in 2007. He had 45 
individual all-conference golf-
ers, with four receiving all-state 
honors. 


Cameron was also an instru-
mental part in supporting young-
er golfers in the community 
through his work with the Byron 
Forest Preserve at Prairie View 
Golf Course, where he coached 
the Junior Golf League, provided 
golf camps, and gave golf les-
sons. His work at Prairie View 
extended almost two decades, 
from 1998 until 2017. 


Coach Cameron passed away 
in 2018, but his family were able 
to attend the ICA Hall of Fame 
celebration to accept the recog-
nition for the tremendous im-
pact he had on the sport of golf 
and the student-athletes that he 
coached. When asked about the 
tremendous legacy Coach Cam-
eron left at BHS, his wife, Kay, 
stated, “Coach Cameron’s great-
est legacy was that he taught 
the tools for success in life: 
outstanding character, a positive 
work ethic, preparedness, hones-
ty and desire to be your best.”


“Lifting up others to see them 
succeed is true success.” -Coach 
Cameron


Cameron inducted into Illinois Coaches 
Association Golf Hall of Fame
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SPORTS NEWS


WITH all that 
is going on in 
high-school 


sporting events this week, 
it’s hard to prioritize the 
order of things, so let’s start 
with something is neither a 
game nor a meet. And that is 
the Morrison school board 
voting to join the Northwest 
Upstate Illinois Conference 
beginning in the 2024-25 
year.


This should come as no 
surprise, as it has been talked 
about since fellow rival west 
on Highway 30, Fulton, 
joined the league a couple 
years ago. Besides being 
close rivals, Morrison and 
Fulton have almost identical 
enrollments and fit in nicely 
with NUIC demographics 
and geography.


Here’s an interesting 
tidbit on the enrollment 


between the two schools. 
The IHSA lists Fulton at 286 
students and Morrison as 
286.5. One would not think 
that to be too big of a deal, 
but it really is.


The IHSA 1A/2A cut-
off for baseball, basketball, 
softball and volleyball is 286. 
Fulton just makes it under 
that mark, while Morrison 
finds itself relegated to 2A 
for the extra half of a student.


The reason for the .5 
student is that the IHSA 
takes the last two years of a 
school’s enrollment, which 
in Morrison’s case was 573 
and divides it in half. This is 
akin to the statement, “your 
(one) vote counts”, as does 
that one extra student Mor-
rison had. 


At least there will be 10 
football-playing schools 
beginning in 2024, with 


Dakota, Du-Pec, EPC, 
Forreston, Fulton, Galena, 
Le-Win, Morrison, 
Stockton and West 
Carroll.  All but 
Du-Pec and WC 
have won state grid 
championships.


Big 2A sectional 
baseball game be-
tween Byron and 
Wheaton Academy 
on May 25. WA won 
its regional by a combined 
21-0, while the Tigers had 
a much tougher road with 
North Boone in the regional 
final.


Since WA is from a dif-
ferent area, it’s hard to get a 
read on them. Another factor 
for post-season play is how 
coaches use their pitching 
staff.


Do you save an ace for 
the next game, yet risk not 


getting there? Or, do you use 
the opposite strategy?


Softball doesn’t 
have to worry about 
that and the 1A sec-
tional at Forreston 
this past week looks 
wide open with any 
of the four remain-
ing teams capable of 
winning. Top-seed 
Orangeville only 
won its regional by 


one run and the same with 
upstart South Beloit over 
long-time power Dakota.


The sectional opposite of 
Forreston is too close to call 
also, with the No. 4, 5 and 
7-ranked teams in the state 
according to MaxPreps.


There were also some 
close games in 2A base-
ball, with Stillman Valley 
suffering a 6-5 loss to Rock 
Falls, who then lost in extra 


inning to Rockford Chris-
tian. Credit to Oregon for 
pulling out an eight-inning 
win over Mendota to get a 
regional win.


Likewise with the low-
er-seeded Hawk softball 
team over Winnebago.


In girls track & field, 
Winnebago came home with 
the 1A state championship 
trophy with a 50-48 win 
over Seneca. As usual, the 
Indians used their distance 
running strength to win their 
first-ever title after taking 
second and third the past 
two seasons.


What ‘Bago lacked in the 
sprints, fellow BNC member 
Rockford Christian made up 
for it with wins in the 400 and 
800-meter relays, cancelling 
out points highly-seeded 
Seneca would have gotten. 
By finishing ahead of Seneca 


in both races, RC kept Sene-
ca from getting three points, 
just enough for Winnebago 
to win.


In the boys meet this 
weekend, Forreston-Polo 
has high hopes for bringing 
back medals in the 400, 800 
and 1,600 relay. All three 
events are on target to finish 
that way.


Oregon was in danger of 
not having a state qualifier 
for the first time in several 
decades until 200-meter 
runner Aidan Guida got 
second place in the next-to-
last event of the sectional.


In basketball, the IHSA 
is changing the way free 
throws are awarded. Instead 
of 1-and-1 after seven fouls, 
teams will be given two 
shots. It is a means to cut 
down on physical play.


Another consideration 
being looked at is resched-
uling the basketball state 
finals, so that teams do not 
have to play two games in 
one day, such as is done for 
the third-place games.


The school of thought is 
allowing teams to make it 
at least a two-day event. A 
couple proposals are in the 
works, but I have an easier 
solution – simply eliminate 
the third-place game.


It serves no purpose other 
than a consolation reward.


Since his boys Garrett 
and Jordan were tearing it up 
on the track for Oregon 15 
years ago, Duke Thomas of 
Chana has made it a point to 
bring me some of his home-
grown asparagus each year 
at this time. I guess that’s one 
of the side benefits of being 
a reporter. And his asparagus 
is as tender as it gets.


Andy Colbert is a long-
time Ogle County resident 
with years of experience 
covering sports and more for 
multiple area publications. 


Half a student and postseason roundup


Andy Colbert
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SPORTS NEWS


Serving dinner Wednesday 5 - 8 p.m.
Friday and Saturday 5 - 8 p.m. 07


27
20


22


Join us on Friday nights for 
fish, chicken and more
Saturday we serve up 


Chicken Ralphie 
a fan favorite 


The slots are hot and 
the beer is cold


LEAF RIVER — The 12th An-
nual Forreston FFA Alumni Truck 
and Tractor Pull will be held June 3 
beginning at noon. There are classes 
for everyone including antiques, 
farm stock, trucks, classes from the 
Midwest Truck and Tractor Pullers 
Association, and Illini State classes. 
Admission to the pull is $15 for an 
all-day wristband with kids five and 
under free.


This is one of the Forreston FFA 
Alumni’s fundraising events they 
put on to support the Forreston FFA 
Chapter at Forreston High School. 
The FFA Alumni aids in classroom 
supplies, funding for trips and stu-
dent events, scholarships and much 
more. The pull takes place as part of 
Leaf River Daze weekend in Leaf 
River at the River Valley Complex. 
There is lots of food and family fun 
all weekend long at Leaf River Daze 
from fireworks and tractor games 


Friday night to the Grand Parade 
on Sunday. 


Make plans to attend the 12th 
Annual Forreston FFA Alumni 
Truck and Tractor Pull Saturday, 
June 3 at noon in Leaf River! The 
pull is sponsored by BVS Diesel, 
Forreston Mutual Insurance Com-
pany, Buckshotridge Farms and Ex-
cavating, MAD Acres, Jason Kerr 
Construction, Prairie State Tractor,  
Bocker Ruff Grain, Casper Seed 
Sales, Inertia Machine, Area Tree 
Service, Autoland Outlets, Carrol 
Service FS, Compeer Financial, 
Country Companies-Richard Mon-
tavon Jr, Cream City Scales, Heels 
and Hardhats Contracting, Heslop 
Excavating, Leaf River Land and 
Cattle, Martin & Company, Men-
nenga Construction, Nutrien Ag, 
Peaceful Storage Custom Bag-
ging-Howard Binger, Seward Ag, 
and US Auctioneers. 


Forreston FFA Alumni Truck and Tractor Pull is June 3 Scores
VARSITY GIRLS 
SOCCER


May 17: Indian Creek 
1, Stillman Valley 0 (sec-
tional semifinal)
Varsity softball


May 17: North Boone 
3, Stillman Valley 0 (re-
gional semifinal)
Varsity baseball


May 18: Rock Falls 6, 
Stillman Valley 5 (region-
al semifinal)


AREA SPORTS


Joe Kerwin Memo-
rial Baseball and 
Softball Celebra-
tion


This free community 
event in Oregon Park West 
on Saturday June 3 from 
8:30 am-12:30 pm cele-
brates the beginning of the 
baseball and softball sea-
sons and honors the life of 
former Oregon Park District 
scorekeeper Joe Kerwin.  
There will be double head-
ers on each ball diamond 
with a special awards pre-
sentation for players.  Come 
out to pack Park West and 
watch our youth play ball.  
Rhubarb Crumb 
Pie


Early summer is rhubarb 
season.  Let Lynn Kaufman 
of Lynnie’s Kitchen teach 
you a delicious rhubarb 
crumb pie recipe for a per-
fect summer sweet treat.  
Class takes place on Thurs-
day, June 8 at 6:00 pm in 
Cork & Tap.  Participants 
will need to bring some 
dishes and utensils from 
home, with a full list of sup-
plies being emailed to par-
ticipants after registration 
closes.  When class is over, 
you will have your own 
pie ready to take home and 
bake, as well as a recipe card 
to enjoy again and again.  
Lynn Kaufman will supply 
all ingredients and class 
instruction.   Registration 
is $38R/45NR, deadline to 
register June 1.  
Guided Evening 
Paddle


Evenings are better on 
the water.  Enjoy a 4-5 
mile guided paddle from 
Oregon to Castle Rock 
State Park.  Oregon Park 
District staff will serve as 
group guide, and White 
Pelican Rentals will supply 
the kayak, paddle, and life 
jacket.  Paddling experience 
is a plus but is not required.  
All participants must sign 
a White Pelican waiver to 
participate.  Paddle will take 
place on Friday June 16 at 
5:00 pm, rain date of June 
17th.  Deadline to register is 
June 6.  Park at the Castle 
Rock boat landing and be 
driven to the launch point.  
We will then paddle back 
to our vehicles.  The regis-
tration fee is $ 50R/60NR.
Wine Bottle 
Succulents


Succulents are the per-
fect blend of eye-catching 
and easy to care for.  Let 
Ashley and the Grungy-
Roots LLC staff guide you 
through planting your own 
miniature succulent garden 
in a wine bottle planter.  Two 
class sessions to choose 
from, Thursday June 22 
and Friday June 23 from 
5:30-6:30 PM. Class takes 
place at GrungyRoots loca-
tion in Grand Detour, street 
address 8094 IL-2 Dixon IL, 


61021.  Deadline to Register 
is June 6th.  
Supper With 
Sculptures


Art has been an import-
ant part of the Oregon Com-
munity for generations.  Join 
us at the Lorado Taft Field 
Campus, site of the historic 
Eagles Nest Art Colony, for 
a fried chicken dinner fea-
turing presentations about 
the Eagles Nest Art Colony 
and about the Oregon Com-
munity Art Legacy Project.  
After dinner, we will take a 
tour of the Taft Campus to 
see original Eagles Nest Art 
Colony Structures.  Supper 
with sculptures takes place 
on Wednesday June 28 from 
5:00-7:30 PM.  Program 
participants will receive a 
flyer for a self-guided tour of 
Oregon’s sculptures. Reg-
istration is $18R/$22NR, 
children under 10 are $10 
and 2 and under are free.  
Deadline to register is 
June 21  
Camp OPD


Registration is now open 
for Camp OPD Summer 
2023:  Literary Times.  
Camp runs from May 30 
through August 11.  Tues-
day through Thursdays 
feature activities that are 
themed around different 
book series.  Familiarity 
with the book series is 
not required to enjoy the 
camp activities.  Each week 
will feature a field trip on 
Wednesday.  Mondays and 
Fridays may be added each 
week for an additional cost 
and will feature non themed 
activities, with Fridays 
being spent at the Splash 
Pad.  Don’t miss out on 
this summer of fun for your 
child.  Space is limited to 
24 kids each week.  See the 
website for details about 
costs, themes and field trips.
Youth Tennis 
Camp


Tennis Camp is back at 
Oregon Park West!  Join 
Coach Kristy Eckardt for 
a fun filled week learning 
basic skills and improving 
on your current skills, June 
20th-June 23rd.  Kristy is an 
experienced certified Tennis 
Coach and is the current Ro-
chelle High School Tennis 
Coach.  Please bring a Ten-
nis racket and a water bottle.   
All camp participants will 
receive a T-shirt. There 
will be a limited number of 
Park district tennis rackets 
that you can borrow. Two 
sessions, one for players 
entering 3rd-6th grade in 
the fall, and one for players 
entering 7th-12th grade. 


Registration Deadline is 
June 7th. Fee $35/$40NR
Summer Running 
Series


Calling all 5th-8th Grad-
ers!  Join Certified Running 
Coach Matt Hussung for 
our new summer running 
series and get prepared for 


the fall season.  The group 
will meet weekly on Friday 
afternoons for an hour to 
train and run.  Series runs 
June 2nd through August 
1st. Coach will develop a 
training program for work-
outs that runners can do on 
their own! The series will 
conclude with an entry into 
the Park Districts Color Run 
on August 1st, and an ex-
clusive summer run series/
color run shirt to wear to 
the event.  


No Meeting on Friday 
June 30th.  Deadline is 
June 2nd and the fee is 
$60/$72NR
OHS Summer 
Athletes Camp


Oregon High School 
Football and Boys Basket-
ball teams will be hosting 
a COED Athlete Camp for 
athletes entering 1st-5th 
grade this fall. The camp 
will consist of training 
and movements needed to 
become a better athlete.  
Focus will be on speed, 
agility, plyometrics, and 
strength through an assort-
ment of different activities 
and games. Camp meets on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 1-2pm at the Black-
hawk Center from June 6th 
through July 20th. There 
will be no camp the week 
of July 4th). All athletes 
will receive a Athlete Camp 
T-Shirt. Proceeds will go 
to support the OHS Foot-
ball and Boys basketball 
programs.  Registration 
deadline is May 31st and 
the fee is $40/$48.
OHS Middle 
School Summer 
Strength Camp


The OHS Football 
and Basketball teams and 
Coaches will be hosting 
summer strength for any 
boy entering 6th-8th grade 
in the fall. Your athlete will 
be taught the basics in the 
weight room along with 
improved speed and agility 
throughout the summer. 
Camp will be every Tuesday 
and Thursday from 2-3pm 
at the Blackhawk Center, 
June 6th through July 20th.  
(Note there will be no camp 
the week of July 4th). Every 
athlete will receive a Sum-
mer Strength Camp T-Shirt. 


All proceeds benefit the 
OHS Football and Basket-
ball programs. Registration 
deadline is May 31st and the 
fee is $40/$48.
OHS Soccer Camp 
2023


Oregon High School 
Soccer Camp is back! Var-
sity coaches Seger Larson 
and Tiffany Rufer and the 
Oregon Hawks team will 
run this fun, interactive, 
and informative camp at 
Park West! The coaches and 
players will teach the funda-
mentals of the game, various 
age appropriate strategies, 
as well as team work. Each 


participant will also receive 
a camp shirt, please bring 
your own practice ball.  A 
limited number of balls 
will be available to borrow. 
Camp runs June 12-16.  4-8 
yr olds meet 9am-10am, fee 
is $25/$30NR. 9-14yrs old 
meet 10am to 12:30pm, fee 
is $40/$46.


Registration deadline is 
May 29th.
Footloose at 
Starlight Theatre


Do you like the open 
air feeling of Rock Valley 
College’s Starlight Theatre 
but don’t like driving to 
Rockford?  Join us on June 
9 for Footloose and we’ll do 
the driving.


 Taking you back to the 
1980’s, Footloose celebrates 
the wisdom of listening to 
young people while guiding 
them with a warm heart 
and open mind.  When Ren 
and his mother move from 
Chicago to a small farming 


town, he is prepared for the 
inevitable adjustment period 
at his new high school.  But 
he’s not prepared for the rig-
orous local edicts, including 
a ban on dancing instituted 
by a local preacher.  When 
the reverend’s rebellious 
daughter sets her sights 
on Ren, her roughneck 
boyfriend tries to sabotage 
Ren’s reputation, with 
many locals eager to be-
lieve the worst about the 
new kid.  This heartfelt 
story set to the rockin 
80’s style classic with a 
new rhythm is perfect for 
the entire family to enjoy!  
Children must be accom-
panied by an adult.


Included in the price is 
transportation via Oregon 
Park District Vans and your 
ticket to the show.  Starlight 
does sell snacks and drinks 
if you are interested.  Cost 
is $35 for residents and $40 
for nonresidents and regis-


OREGON PARK DISTRICT WEEKLY HAPPENINGS
tration deadline is June 2.
Nerf Family Night


Have you wished you 
could join in the Nerf fun 
at Nash?


This event is for families 
on June 14 from 6-7:30 pm.  
We will start the evening 
with 45 minutes of free 
play with target shooting 
available. Then we will 
have the second 45 minutes 
for a tag style game with 
parents vs. kids.  May the 
best age group win!


Everyone who attends 
must be registered.


Bring your own Nerf guns 
(no rival series guns please), 
and safety glasses. We will 
provide the bullets.  Label all 
your equipment with your 
name. Oregon Park District 
is not responsible for lost 
or damaged guns, bullets 
or eye protection.  Cost is 
$5 for residents and $7 for 
nonresidents and deadline 
to sign up is June 7.
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Whatever you’re looking for, 
these local businesses ask 
you to consider them first.


Accounting


Jeanette Heesaker, CPA
Masters in Business Administration 


and Finance
Certified Managerial Accountant


Accounting and Tax Services
For Business/Individual/Partnership


132 W. Second St., Suite 1 . Byron, IL 61010 


(815) 234-8100


Air Conditioning


Randy Gaul
815-946-2386


604 N. Division
Polo, Illinois 61046


HEATING AIR CONDITIONING


Gaul’s Climate Control
815-734-7314


Auto


Hank's Repair
Hank Kaiser-Owner


ASE Certified
P.O. Box 31


54 Stephenson St.
German Valley, IL 61039


Bus. ph. 815-362-3451 Cell ph. 815-238-5144
Fax ph. 815-362-2316


Auto Repair CABINETS


CARPET CLEANING
3-D Carpet & 


Upholstery Cleaning


900 W. Washington St.
Oregon, IL 61061


Heather Ruchti
Ph: (815) 762-5307


Concrete CONCRETE


•• Driveways
•• Walkways
•• Patios
•• Floors
•• Decorative
•• Resealing


Free Estimates!Free Estimates!
815-202-8787
jerry@yoderconcrete.us


Construction


Mark Miller Construction
For All Your Building Needs!


Commercial/Residential Work
SERVING OGLE COUNTY FOR OVER 30 YEARS


• New Construction • Roofing • Windows • Additions


• Complete Remodeling • Siding • Painting • Interior/Exterior


• Drywall  • Flooring • Decks


Free Estimates • Lead Certified


815-761-1626


Construction


NAVARRO & SONS
Construction Company


********
Ceramic Tile • Wood Floors • Painting • Siding-
Basements • Room Additions  • Baths • Kitchens
Over 25 yrs. exp.       Custom touch      No job too big or too small
FRANK NAVARRO • OREGON / BYRON


PHONE: 815-234-7588 FAX: 815-234-7568


Free 
Estimates


Sr. Citizen 
Discount


FIVE  ALARMFIVE  ALARM


EVENTS & ENTERTAINMENT


FIREWORKS CO.FIREWORKS CO.
PYROTECHNIC DISPLAYSPYROTECHNIC DISPLAYS
PHIL GIUFFRE 773-415-4277 OREGON, ILLINOIS  


WWW.5ALARMFIREWORKS.COM 
FESTIVALS, CONCERTS, WEDDING HOMECOMINGS, CORPORATE EVENTS


FENCING


Dixon, IL


815-677-1402
Agircultural - Residential - Commercial


- Hi-tensile electric
- Woven wire
- Board rail
- Horse fence


- Vinyl fencing
- Chain link
- Split rail
- Privacy


FREE 
ESTIMATES!


Firewood


AT’s
Firewood
815-751-2255


All Hardwoods, Seasoned, 
Delivered, Stacked


Gutters


HAIR CARE HANDYMAN


C.J. HOME MAINTENANCE 
and REPAIR


We fix almost anything in and around the home!
20 Plus Years Experience


Regular and Emergency Service 24 Hours A Day
7 Days A Week


Phone 1-815-234-4511
Cell 1-815-222-6239


Byron, Oregon,
Mt. Morris Areas


HOME IMPROVEMENT
Insured FREE 


ESTIMATES


New Construction • Complete Remodels • Additions • Windows
Doors • Sunrooms • Kitchens • Basements • Baths • Garages


Dan Houston 815.871.5748 • Craig Kosch 815.566.7424


www.integrityhomeimp.com


LAWNCARE PAINTING
WALLPAPER PAINTING STAINING


K & J
DECORATING, INC.


Specializing in painting or staining kitchen 
cabinets or woodwork.


Insured         Over 40 Years Experience


Ken Kline Cell (815) 353-5754
Stillman Valley, IL


PAINTING


PET GROOMING
by


Dun Wright Grooming


• Pets Groomed at Your Home
• Less Stress on Yourself and Your Pet
• No More “Separation” Anxiety
• No More Day-Long Waits for Pets


• Cut of Your Choice
    (depends on coat condition)
• Specialty/Flea Baths Available
• Bath/Hand Blow-Drying/Toe Nails Clipped


Contact person: 815-440-4779 Pam Wright


MOBILE 
GROOMING


We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available


See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet


779.861.3542


Storage Sheds


FREE


Sales Rep. Evaluation 


At Your Site


We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site


“Your Trees 
Deserve a 
Certified 
Arborist!”Serving Ogle County Since 1996


• Trimming & Removals • Climbing Specialists • Insect & Disease Control
• Planting Service • Arborist Consulting


Fully Licensed & Insured


732-4710


TREE CARE


TREE SERVICE TREE REMOVAL


Merlin Fox - 815-440-9827
merlin@illinoisdoormasters.com


SERVICING AND INSTALLING GARAGE DOORSSERVICING AND INSTALLING GARAGE DOORS


Oregon, IL


GARAGE DOORS


SERVICE CALL SPECIAL
$2995 ANY 


BRAND
We Service All Makes & Models. Test & check.


Over 30 Years Experience.
AFFORDABLE WATER


815-625-3426
Toll Free: 877-353-7638


Offer Expires 4/30/20


12212020


WATER SOFTENER


CONCRETE


No Mercy Concrete
Specialized in ALL flatwork


Small wall additions
Tear out and replace


(815)786-4386 
Forreston, IL 


No Job is Too Small


CUSTOM CONSTRUCTION


Residential 
&  


Commercial 
Roofing


Shingle 
Roofing, 


Metal  
Roofing & 


Flat Roofing


Custom Construction Systems
customsteelroofing.com


Call & Text 815-871-7835


AUTO REPAIR
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Bar and Kitchen Open at 4PM
Carry out and kitchen are open:  


Monday 4pm-7pm, Wednesday 4pm-8pm & Friday 4pm-8pm


Fish, chicken and shrimp  
carry out on Fridays! 
BINGO Wednesday 5:30pm


Karaoke 3rd Friday 7:00-11:00pm
Watch for Live Entertainment!


SLOTS ARE WAITING!


VFW Post #8739
1310 W. Washington St., Oregon, IL


815-732-6851


08
22


20
22


Game machines open Monday,  
Wednesday and Friday 4-Close08032020


Premium Hardwood • Designer Colored Mulches
Pulverised Dirt • Mushroom Compost • Straw Bales


Delivery Available


The Oregon Public Li-
brary will be closed on Mon-
day, May 29 in observance of 
Memorial Day.
2023 Summer 
Reading Program


Find Your Voice!  June 
1- July 28. It’s almost here! 
Brochures are now avail-
able and registration has 
begun!      Programs begin 
the week of June 5. Free to 
residents, 3 – 17 years old of 
the Oregon Public Library 
District. Activities and pro-
grams will be available. Reg-
istration is required. Come in, 
call or check our Facebook 
page to find out how you can 
register.


Registration is required 
for all activities.
Trivia Quest


Each week a trivia ques-
tion will be posted at the 
library. (Clues will be hidden 
around the Library). Solve 
the question and submit your 
answer at the Library. You 
have one week to submit 
your answers. Two individu-
als with correct answers will 
receive a prize.  
Mondays in June


Story Time (18 months-6 
yrs) at 10:00 am


Wednesday, June 7, 1:30 
pm- Teen Crafternoon: DIY 
Window Clings 


(Ages 13 & up) Join us for 
a fun afternoon decorating 
your own window clings! 
All supplies will be provided


Thursday, June 8 at 1:30 
pm


Activity Time  (grades 
1st & up)


Tuesday, June 13 at 1:30 
pm


Speak for the Trees!  (ages 
8 & up) Join Taft educators 
to learn how to speak for the 
trees! We will learn about 
what animals make trees 


OREGON PUBLIC LIBRARY
their home, how trees help 
us every day & how we can 
do our part to care for the 
trees-from cleaning up litter 
to feeding the woodpeckers! 
This will be outside at Lora-
do Taft Campus, so please, 
dress for the weather & wear 
close-toed shoes.
Adult Summer 
Reading Program


June 1st through August 
11th . Join others who are 
“too old” for the Children’s 
Summer Reading Program 
(yes, that includes 18 and 
up!) for a low-key stress-
free Adult Summer Reading 
program.  Oregon Public Li-
brary has two ways to record 
your reading progress.  Give 
the library a call or stop by for 
more information.  We have 
brain game packets available 
again this year.  Brain game 
packets completed will 
be entered into the draw-
ing for the Adult Summer 
Reading prizes at the end of 
the program. Follow us on 
Facebook, join our e-news-
letter and visit our website 
for more information about 
programs.  All brain game 
packets and book logs must 
be turned in by the end of 
the business day on August 
11, 2023. 
The Latest in Alz-
heimer’s Research


June 13th at 12pm. Join 
this virtual watch party to 


learn more about landscape 
of Alzheimer’s and Demen-
tia Science, risk factors for 
Alzheimer’s and all other 
dementia, highlights in Early 
Detection and Diagnosis and 
latest advances in clinical 
trials, treatments and lifestyle 
intervention.  This program 
game be viewed at the Ore-
gon Public Library or in the 
comfort of your own home.  
Call (815) 732-2724 for more 
information or visit  www.
oregonpubliclibrary.com  to 
register.
Try It Tuesday


Tuesday, June 13th  at 
1:00pm or 5:30pm (Choose 
your time slot). Everyone 
Welcome Door Hanger.  All 
supplies are provided.  This 
is an adult class.  Registration 
required, please call (815) 
732-2724 or visit www.ore-
gonpubliclibrary.com.
Braiding Sweet-
grass & The Honor-
able Harvest 


June 21st  at 7:00pm. A 
conversation with Robin 
Wall Kimmerer – Robin is 
the award-winning author 
of “Braiding Sweetgrass: 
Indigenous Wisdom, Sci-
entific Knowledge, and the 
Teaching of Plants.”  She will 
share her unique perspective 
on the interconnectedness of 
humans and nature and the 
importance of recognizing 


and respecting the gifts of 
the earth.  This event is made 
possible by Illinois Libraries 
Present, a statewide collabo-
ration among public libraries 
offering high -quality events.  
Registration required, vis-
it www.oregonpubliclibrary.
com.
Ink with A Friend 
Monthly Card Club


Monday, June 26th  at 
6:00pm. Sending personal 
cards to your friends and 
family is a way to let them 
know you care and are 
thinking about them. All 
designs include beautiful 
colored cardstock, gor-
geous designer series paper, 
detailed stamped images, 
die cut pieces, matching 
ink, ribbon, and embel-
lishments.  All cards come 
with matching envelopes. 
Whether you’re a new card 
maker or a seasoned pro, 
our kits are suited to ev-
ery skill level. Don’t wait! 
Sign up today to reserve 
your spot. Oregon Patrons 
only.  Registration required 
(815) 732-2724  or  www.
oregonpubliclibrary.com.
Book Clubs


Is  This Just Fantasy? 
Book Club will meet May 
30 at 7 pm at the Library to 
discuss Helm of Midnight 
by Marina Lostetter.  The 
2WBC Book Club meets 
June 14, at 12:30 pm  to 


discuss Triangle: The Fire 
That Changed America 
by David Von Drehle. The 
Afternoon Book Club meets 
Wednesday, June 21 at 1 pm 
to discuss The Rumor by 
Elin Hilderbrand. Cocktails 
& Crimes will meet Sunday, 
June 11 -stop by the Library 
to find out what you’re 
reading & where you’re 
meeting!      Books on Tap 
meets Thursday, June 22 at 
6 pm to discuss The Good 
Son by Jacquelyn Mitchard.
Yoga


Wednesdays, 9:30 am 
Functional Yin-Yasa - 


This class is a hybrid of 
yang (active yoga) with yin 
(passive yoga). We will use 
fundamental yoga postures 
combined with functional 
movements to build strength 
and warmth followed by pas-
sive, long held poses to help 
with flexibility and mobility 
of the joints and soft tissues. 
A yoga mat and blocks will be 
useful props for this class! All 


levels welcome.”   Oregon 
Library Patrons only. Reg-
istration required, this class 
fills quickly.  Please call (815) 
732-2724 or visit www.ore-
gonpubliclibrary.com.
Did you know we 
have a SEED LI-
BRARY?


Bring seeds to share to 
the library– fruits, vege-
tables, flowers and native 
seeds are the best.    NO 
GMO SEEDS OR SEEDS 
OVER 2 YEARS OLD.  To 
add seeds that you have 
saved or purchased to our 
collection, bring them to 
the Circulation Desk and 
request a seed envelop for 
each plant. Please fill out as 
much of the information on 
the envelope as you can, put 
in enough seed to grow at 
least five plants, and return 
the envelope to Circulation 
staff. You do not need to have 
a library card to donate seeds 
or ‘borrow’ seeds.
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AREA CHURCH  DIRECTORY


POLO
ST. MARY CHURCH


Rectory/Office: 211 North Franklin Ave., Polo, IL 61064
PHONE: 815-946-2535 • Rev. Joseph P. Naill
Masses: Sun 10:30am, Tuesday Mass 8 a.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation: First Sunday of each month after 
10:30 mass
OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday-Friday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
www.stmarypolo.org 


CHURCH OF THE OPEN BIBLE
302 S. Franklin Ave., Polo, Illinois • 815-946-2848 • Luke N. Schier, Pastor       
Sunday Worship: 9:30am We include our children in our Sunday Worship 
Experience. “”THE GRAND Kids Class”  Ages 3-10 are then dismissed right 
after Praise & Worship. Blended Services. “Passion for God” “Compassion for 
People” Visit our website: PoloOpenBible.org


CROSSROADS COMMUNITY CHURCH ~ 
POLO CAMPUS


Meeting Sundays @ 10AM Service
205 N. Jefferson Avenue, Polo ~ 815.837.5255
polo@crossroadscn.com 
We offer contemporary worship and relevant Bible teaching through 
engaging messages and powerful video. Join us after services for coffee, 
snacks & fellowship. Kidzlink Children’s Ministry (nursery-5th grade) ~ 
during 10AM service
Crave Youth Group (6th-12th grade) ~Wed. 6:30PM - June 1st .
Visit our website: www.crossroadscn.com


FAITH DISCOVERY CHURCH
801 W. Oregon St., Polo • 815-946-3588 • Jeremy Heller, Pastor
 Sunday School 9:00 a.m., Worship Service 10:00 a.m., Nursery Available, 
Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 p.m. We Are an independent non-
denominational Christian church. Visitors are always welcome.


FAITH UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
702 E. Dixon Street, Polo, IL  61064 •  Tel:815-946-3212 
Sunday School for all ages 9am followed by Worship at 10am
Pastor Brian LeBaron
Website: www.faithumcpolo.com • facebook.com/Faithumcpolo


STILLMAN VALLEY
RED BRICK CHURCH OF STILLMAN VALLEY


Pastor Rev. Dr. Chris Brauns  |  Associate Pastor David Bogner
207 W Roosevelt Road (Rte 72), Stillman Valley. 
815-645-2526  |  www.theredbrickchurch.org
Sunday:  Worship at 9:00 and 10:30 am. Sunday School at 9:00 am.
Wednesday:  AWANA (Sept – April) from 6:00 to 7:30 pm.
Men, women, youth Bible Studies throughout the year.
See website for all activities or contact the church office.


KISHWAUKEE COMMUNITY 
EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH


8195 Kishwaukee Road, Stillman Valley, IL 61084 / 815-965-1940
Rev. Nick Garner, Pastor
www.kishchurch.org
Sunday Schedule: Discipleship Hour 9:00 AM, Coffee Fellowship 11:15 AM
Gathered Worship 10:00 AM
For complete ministry schedule check out our website or call the church 
office.


VALLEY EVANGELICAL COVENANT CHURCH
Interim Pastor Barry Norris
103 S Maple St, Stillman Valley, IL 
815-645-8872 | www.valleycov.org
Sunday Morning 9am ‘Gather’ for learning & conversation, 10:15am Worship 
both onsite and online at facebook.com/VECCfSV
Home of Valley Covenant Preschool 815-645-8882 Director Jill Huber
Bible Studies, Youth Group, Bread of Life Food Pantry
Please visit website for more information or contact the church office M-F 
9am-2pm


GRACE FELLOWSHIP CHURCH 
DAVIS JUNCTION


Pastor Brad Pittman           www.graceisforyou.com
10479 E. High Rd., Stillman Valley, IL 61084• 815-973-1369  
Worship Service:  Saturday at 5pm


WINNEBAGO
MIDDLE CREEK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH


12473 Montague Road, Winnebago, IL 61088
Located West of Tower Road on Montague Rd.
Sunday: Worship Service at 9:30 am. 
Office Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs. & Friday 9am-2pm.
Phone: 815-335-2609. Email: middlecreekchurch@gmail.com


EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH OF MT. MORRIS
102 S. Seminary Ave., Mt. Morris, IL  61054   815-734-4942  www.efcmm.org 
Senior Pastor:  Bruce McKanna.  Sunday Schedule: 8:30 a.m.  Sunday School 
for all ages. 9:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship. 10:00 a.m.  Morning Worship with 
Childcare and Children’s Church.


MT. MORRIS CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
409 W. Brayton Road, Mt. Morris, IL 61045 Phone 734-4573
Pastor-Rodney Caldwell. Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m. Worship service available 
online, call for details. Other activities currently suspended due to pandemic. 


Email: mtmcob@frontier.com 


MT. MORRIS TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
308 E. Brayton Rd. Mt. Morris, IL Phone: 734-6354   Rev. Josh Ehrler    


Worship Services: Saturday 5:30 PM; Worship Sunday 9:30 AM . 
Sunday Church School - follows Worship Service (Sept.-May) Chime Choir 


Wednesday 6:00 PM; 


LITTLE PRAIRIE MENNONITE CHURCH
409 W Brayton Rd. Mt Morris, IL 61054 (Church of the Brethren Basement 
Entrance) Worship Services: 10:00 AM Sunday Morning, 7:00 PM 1st & 3rd 
Sunday Evening, 7:30 PM 2nd & 4th Wednesday Evenings of the Month.
Pastor:  Norman Reinford 779-861-3700


OREGON


EAST OREGON CHAPEL CHURCH OF GOD
East Oregon Chapel Church of God
The Sharing is Caring Church.
107 N Daysville Rd. Oregon, IL  Phone: 815-732-2960. 
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Breakfast is served the Fifth Sunday of the Month beginning at 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday activities: Adults & Children meet weekly beginning at 6:30pm. 
In the event that Oregon Schools are not in session we do not meet on 
Wednesdays. 


EBENEZER REFORMED CHURCH
2997 N. German Church Rd., 815-732-6313
3 miles east of Oregon on Rt. #64 then 2 miles north on German Church Rd. 
• Rev. Josiah Youngquist
www.EBENEZERREFORMED.com • Sunday school 9:00 a.m.  Worship 10:00 
a.m.


LIGHTHOUSE UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Matthew J. Smith 4962 S. Daysville Rd., Oregon, IL 61061 815-732-7683
Worship at 9:00 a.m. Holy Communion celebrated the first Sunday of each of 
month. Lighthouse will lite up your life!


OREGON CHURCH OF GOD
860 W. Oregon Trail Road Oregon, IL      Phone: 732-6847 or 732-2604  Pastor 
Michael Hoffman; Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.; Morning worship, 10:30 a.m.; 
Wednesday activities: Adult, Children, and Youth Groups 7 p.m. At the church. 


OREGON FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
505 Hill St.  Oregon, IL 61061  Phone: 732-2642
Pastor: David Snow “A Christ-centered, Bible-believing, family-oriented 
ministry.” Sunday School 9:30 a.m.; Sunday Morning Service 10:30 a.m.; 
Sunday Evening Service 6:00 p.m.; Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00 p.m.


OREGON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
200 S. 4th St, Oregon, IL 61061 • 815/732-2994
www.oregonumc.org •Pastor Rev. Megan Smick
9:00am Fellowship/Sunday School; 10:00am Worship with music, meditation 
& Fellowship; 10:15am Announcements begin.


RIVERSTONE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
609 S. 10th Street , Oregon, IL 61061
Pastor Craig Arnold ~ 812-236-1213
Sunday Service @ 10:45 AM ~ contemporary style worship with coffee and 
doughnuts in our cafe! Online worship is also available via Facebook.
We believe in sharing Communion every Sunday as an act of worship. 
RiverKids Service @ 10:45 AM for nursery-6th grade ~ provides a safe and 
fun environment where kids can learn about who God is and who they are 
because of Him.
Encounter Youth Ministry for kids in 7th-12th grade meets on Sunday 
afternoons. Please see our Facebook page for scheduled dates and times. 
For complete ministry info and events, visit us online at Riverstonecc.com or on 
Facebook at facebook.com/RiverStoneChristianChurch


ST. BRIDE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
1000 Highway 64, West (Hwy 64 W & Mongan Drive on Liberty Hill), Oregon 
• 732-7211 – Office  Rev. Eldred George   
Webpage: saintbrides.org • E-mail:saint.bride.church@gmail.com • 
Worship Services: Sunday 10 am Holy Communion with Hymns
Christian Education Available


ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH, NALC
114 S. 5th St. Oregon, IL  Phone: (815) 732-2367
Website: stpaulnalcoregonil.weebly.com   
10:15 a.m. Fellowship/Education hours
11:30 a.m. Worship 


DIXON
LOST LAKE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE


Pastor John Trotter 8:00am Sunday School
815-973-5981 9:00am Church Service
90 W. Flagg Road www.lostlakechurch.org
Dixon IL 61021


FORRESTON
 FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH


402 2nd Avenue, Forreston, IL 61030, Phone 815-938-3203Pastor Scott 
Ralston 
Sunday Worship 9:00 am; Sunday School 10:00 am


FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
402 First Ave., Forreston, IL   Phone: 815-938-2380
Pastor Sung-Eun Kim
OPEN HEARTS, OPEN MINDS, OPEN DOORS
Worship at 9:00 a.m. (childcare provided) with coffee and fellowship 
immediately following. Sunday School Age 3-Adult, 10:15 am.
AA meets Mondays, 8:00 AM. Monthly United Methodist Women’s meetings. 


God is Good, All the Time, All the Time, God is Good!


ST. JAMES  LUTHERAN CHURCH
Pastor Karen Tews 
West Grove Rd. At Columbine Rd.
Worship Service 10:30 am. Communion is served every Sunday.
“Singing the Song of Christian Faith in Worship, Service, Learning, Outreach 
and Welcome” in a beautiful rural setting.


Everyone is cordially invited to be with us.


LEAF RIVER
 ADELINE ZION EVANGELICAL CHURCH


9106 Cedar St. in Adeline, Leaf River, IL 61047 • Ph:815-541-4863  Sunday 
Services: Sunday School 9:00 am, Worship Service 10:15 am


VISITORS WELCOME


LEAF RIVER BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Billy Hardy
Live Sermon Streaming: Sundays at 10:00 AM at www.facebook.com/
LEAFRIVERBC/
Archived Sermons on our YouTube channel: Leaf River Baptist Church (Until 
further notice)
9:30 Church Service. Nursery available, 11:00 Sunday school for all ages. 
Nursery available
6941 N Mt Morris Rd, Leaf River, IL  61047
815-738-2205  leafriverbc@gmail.com


LINDENWOOD


IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH – LCMS
immanuel-lindenwood.org (for sermons, events, etc.)
16060 E. Lindenwood Road, Lindenwood, IL 61049
815-393-4500 • office@immanuel-lindenwood.org
Sunday Mornings: Divine Service @ 9am; Food & Fellowship @ 
10am; Sunday School and Adult Bible Study @ 10:30am
Food Bank: 1st and 3rd Saturdays, 9am-12pm
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Matthew Rosebrock
pastor@immanuel-lindenwood.org


LINDENWOOD UNION CHURCH
101 N Galena st, P.O box 67
Lindenwood IL 
815-393-4658
Worship- 10:00 am 
Coffee Fellowship following service


KINGS 
ELIM REFORMED CHURCH


140 S. Church Road, Kings, IL 61068  • Pastor Marv Jacobs 
Phone 815-562-6811 E-mail: goelimchurch@gmail.com
Website:  www.goelimchurch.org
Sunday morning worship 10:00 am


MOUNT MORRIS 
DISCIPLES UNITED METHODIST CHURCH


“By God’s grace in Christ, we LIVE, LOVE, and SERVE”
All are welcome here! 
9:30 am - Sunday Worship with Communion open to all
10:45 am - Sunday School (Sep - May)
www.disciplesumc.org 
(815) 734-4853 
102 N Maple Ave., Mt. Morris, IL 61054
Rev. Julie Bunt, Pastor


BYRON
ALL SAINTS LUTHERAN CHURCH


624 Luther Drive, Byron IL 61010 815-234-5277
Pastor:  Janet Wold
Sunday Worship Service held at 9:00 am.  A recording of each Sunday’s 
worship service is available on our Facebook page and our website later in 
the day.  Communion is served every Sunday.   Sunday School for ages 3 
through Adult  is held at 10:00 am September through May. Confirmation 
studies for 7th and 8th grade students are held each Sunday morning at 
10:00 am.  Monday afternoon Bible Study is held at 1:30 pm via Zoom.  In 
person Bible Studies are held Tuesday evening at 7:00 pm and Wednesday 
afternoon at 1:30 pm.  Book Club and The GATHERING meet monthly; 
quilters meet twice monthly.  Visit our website http://www.AllSaintsByron.
org or call the church office for further information.


CORNERSTONE FAMILY CHURCH
205 N. Peru St., Byron 815-234-8737 cornerstonefam ily.church
Sr. Pastor: Erik Ness, NextGen/ Family Pastor: Collin Nicholls
Children’s Ministry Director : Lori Martin
Worship Service on Sundays at 10am with Children ‘s Worship Service and 
Nursery Available
Sr High Youth Min istry Sundays at 6:00pm, Jr High Youth Ministry 
Wednesdays at 6:30pm
Numerous Small Groups Available for All Ages throughout the week .
Please call our Church Office or visit our website for more details .
Office Hours: 8:00am -4:30pm Mondays-Thursdays 


BYRON ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH
226 E. Second St, Byron, IL 61010 - Phone 815-234-7431 – Fr. Richard 
Rosinski. Weekday Masses:  Tuesday – Friday 7:30am,  Weekend Masses: 
May – August   Sat. 5:00 pm, Sun. 8:00 am and 10:00 am, September – 
April  Sat. 5:00 pm, Sun. 8:00 am and 10:45 am, Reconciliation:  Fri. 8:00 
am – 8:30 am; Sat. 3:30 pm – 4:30 pm or by appointment


SHEPHERD EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH
NEW LOCATION! Jarrett Prairie Center 7993 N. River Rd., Byron Phone 963-
5216 Rev. Michael Axmark, Pastor.Discover Time 9:30 a.m., Fellowship 10:15 
a.m., Worship 10:30 a.m.
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 838, Byron, IL 61010


UNITED CHURCH OF BYRON
A Member of the United Church of Christ 
701 W. Second Street; PO Box 927, Byron IL 61010, 815-234-8777 
Email: ucb@comcast.net 
Website: unitedchurchofbyron.org 
Pastor: Rev. Tyler Spellious 
Youth Ministry Coordinator: Richard Simpson 
Sunday Schedule & Worship opportunities: 
Service of Meditation & Prayer: 8:15am- 8:45am 
Adult Sunday School Hour: 9am 
Kids Sunday School: (for ages 3 thru 5th grade) 9:30 -10:15am 
Coffee & fellowship time: 9:30am - 10:30am
Main Worship: 10:30am 
Spark Youth Group (for ages 6th grade thru 12th grade) - Sundays, 5pm-7pm 
For complete ministry schedule and other activities, please check our website or 
Facebook page or contact the church office. 
Whoever you are or wherever you are on your journey, you are welcome here! 


BEACON HILL ASSEMBLY OF GOD
“Building Faith for Life”
6467 N. German Church Rd., Byron, IL - Ph. (815) 246-2685 - 
beaconhillbyron.org
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 448, Byron, IL 61010
Pastor: Gary Cortese
Service Times: Sundays at 10AM; Wednesday night Faith-Lift at 6:30PM
Find us on Facebook/Beacon Hill Assembly of God


CHANA
CHANA UNITED METHODIST


Pastor Josh Brown, 606 Main Street, Chana, IL 61015. Church office 815-732-
7683. (E-mail address: chanaumc@gmail.com Adult & Children’s Education 
9:00 a.m. Worship Service 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion celebrated the first 
Sunday of each month. At Chana Church you will find Open Hearts-Open 
Minds-Open Doors.


DAVIS JUNCTION 


DAVIS JUNCTION 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH


Open Minds, Open Hearts, Open Doors • “God’s Heart in Our Community” 
Located in town on Rt. 72 • Our Pastor is Rev. Keith Kelsey-Powell  Sunday 
Services:  Worship 10:30am, Childrens time during Worship Service. 
Fellowship following the Worship Service each Sunday. Communion the first 
Sunday of the month. Potluck luncheon following Worship every  4th Sunday, 
except in the summer months of  June, July and August. Various small groups 
meet throughout the month. For more information about the small groups 
please call 298-2310. AA meets Wednesdays at 5:30pm and Saturdays at 9am. 
For more information please visit our website WWW.DJUMC.ORG 


Bertolet Memorial Library 
will be closed Monday, May 29 
2023 in observance of Memorial 
Day.


Bertolet Memorial Library will 
be closed Saturday, June 3, 2023 
for Leaf River Daze.
YOUTH PROGRAMS
LEGO Club


Monday, June 5th, 5:00 
PM. Bricks of all sizes and colors 
are available for you to create your 
next masterpiece.  We can›t wait 
to display your LEGO creations!
Kick Off to Summer 
with Mr. Steve


Thursday, June 8th, 10:15 
AM. Mr. Steve returns with an 
engaging show for all ages with 
balloons, music, and magic!  
Mr. Steve’s enthusiasm and 
contagious laugh will keep you 
entertained.
Have Book, Will Trav-
el


Thursdays, June 15th - July 
13th, 10:00 AM.  Have Book, 
Will Travel with Bertolet Me-
morial Library this summer. 
Kids, pre-k through 5th grade, 
are invited to join Miss Jana on 
an adventure around the world.  
You will visit far  off places 
such as Japan, Peru, and Mad-
agascar through books, crafts, 
and games.
ADULT PROGRAMS
MayTake & Make 
Craft


Welcome in spring with this 
simple flower craft.  Stop by the 
circulation desk and pick up a 
kit while supplies last. 


May Book of the 
Month


Little Fires Everywhere by Ce-
leste Ng: In a nice neighborhood of 
Shaker Heights, a suburb of Cleve-
land, trouble brews.  Elena Rich-
ardson feels everything should be 
just right and her new tenant, Mia 
Warren, is more of a free spirit. 
Explore how having secrets and 
wanting to know other’s secrets 
can harm the families involved in 
Little Fires Everywhere by Celeste 
Ng.  Stop by the circulation desk 
to pick up a copy.
Plastic Recycling


We ask that you make sure 
plastic is clean with no debris in 
the donation. Also please remove 
any ziploc-type seals and paper/
sticker labels. Thank you for your 
cooperation.
NEW RELEASES: 
Adult Books


To Tame a Cowboy by Jody 
Hedlund


The Wedding Planner by Dan-
ielle Steel


All the Days Of Summer by 
Nancy Thayer
Chapter Books


The Tree Book For Kids and 
Their Grownups by Gina Ingoglia 
(NF)


Good Different by Meg Eden 
Kuyatt
Picture Books


Croc On the Rock by Marion 
Clark


Night In the City by Julie 
Downing
DVD


Yellowstone Season 5


BERTOLET MEMORIAL LIBRARY
Byron Public Library District is pleased to 


announce the opening of our newly renovated 
Teen Room, Maker Space, Study Rooms, and 
Class Rooms! We cordially invite the commu-
nity to attend our Open House event on May 31, 
where you can explore our new facilities, and see 
what’s in store for our patrons! 


Our Teen Room is a dedicated space designed 
to meet the unique needs of teenagers. It features 
comfortable seating, new technology, and gam-
ing stations.  The space is ideal for socializing, 
studying, or just hanging out with friends. 


Our Makerspace is a state-of-the-art facility 
where patrons of all ages can explore, tinker, and 
create. It features a wide range of equipment, 
including 3D printers, sewing machines, and 
other craft supplies and equipment. Whether 
you’re a seasoned maker or a curious beginner, 
our Makerspace has something for everyone. 


Our Study Rooms are quiet and comfortable 
spaces where patrons can focus on their work. 
They’re perfect for students, professionals, or 
anyone who needs a quiet space to work or study. 


Our Class Rooms are versatile spaces designed 
for educational and community events. They’re 
equipped with audiovisual technology and can be 
configured to meet a variety of needs. Whether 
you’re attending a workshop, a lecture, or a 
community event, our Class Rooms provide a 
comfortable and welcoming environment. 


Please join us at our Open House event on 
May 31, 5:00-7:00pm to celebrate the opening 
of these exciting new facilities! No registration 
necessary.  We look forward to seeing you there. 
Special Hours


The Byron Public Library will be closed Mon-
day, May 29, in observance of the Memorial Day 
holiday.  We will re-open at our regular hours on 
Tuesday, May 30.  We wish all of our patrons a 
safe and happy Memorial Day
Help stock Our Makerspace


Do you have crafting material, supplies or 
tools that you don’t need anymore?  Donate them 
to the Byron Library and help us stock our new 
makerspace!  Yarn, thread, fabric, needles, paper 


– you name it, we can use it.  Please bring all 
craft supply donations to the front desk.  We will 
be accepting donations through the end of May.     
The Writer’s Voice


Friday, June 9 & 23, 10 – 11:00 am, 
and Tuesday, June 13 & 27, 6 – 7:00 p.m. 
Calling all writers! A new group is forming and 
you are welcome to join us for any or all of 
this month’s meeting times as we gather ideas 
and input on what you might be looking for in 
a writer’s group. The goal of this group is to 
build confidence and encourage each other’s 
voice; celebrate every little accomplishment 
and be each other’s support through the biggest 
struggles that come with being a writer in today’s 
world; strengthen our weaknesses and nourish 
our strengths; develop structure, routine, and 
build on self-motivating techniques and educate, 
evaluate and ultimately have fun with our own 
unique voices.  Please call 815-234-5107 or visit 
Byron.evanced.info/signup to register.
Say Cheese!


Monday, June 12. 6 – 7:00 pm. You are invited 
to a cheese tasting party. During the event, guests 
will be invited to taste different cheeses and share 
their opinions on each one. A rating sheet will be 
provided to keep track of favorites and to take 
notes on different flavors and textures. Celebrate 
the joy of cheese!  Please visit Byron.evanced.
info/signup or call 815-234-5107 to register.
Beginner Hand Sewing


Monday, June 26. 6 – 7:00 pm. This is a 
beginner hand sewing class were attendees will 
learn how to thread a needle, tie a knot, sew a 
running stitch, sew a backstitch and sew on a 
button. All materials will be provided. Everyone 
will go home with a needle book to hold sewing 
needles for future projects.  Visit Byron.evanced.
info/signup or call 815-234-5107 to register.  
Armchair Travel: Switzerland


Friday, June 30. 1:30 – 2:30 pm. Join us as 
we travel to Switzerland. Trivia, snack, travel 
video and more.  Please call 815-234-5107 or 
visit Byron.evanced.info/signup to register.


BYRON PUBLIC LIBRARY
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LOCAL NEWS


Weekly Brain Busters


Summer Reading Program!!!
We are gearing up for our summer reading program! Registrations will be the week 


of May 30th and programs will start June 5th. We plan to have a variety of in-person, 
drop-in, and take-and-make activities for all ages. Come ‘Find Your Voice’ all summer 
at Mount Morris Library!
Story Time!


Mrs. Donna will be reading books and children will create a craft this Wednesday, 
5/31. Story time is every Wednesday @11:15, bring your little ones to enjoy stories and 
a craft at the Mount Morris Library! 
Adult Book Club


Everyone is welcome to join this book club group! Copies of the book are available at 
the library.   This group will meet in-person on Monday, June 26th at the library.  
Cookbook Club!


Join us as we explore The Cookbook Club! Wonderful recipes combined with friendship 
creates something both beautiful and delicious! Stop by to choose your recipe from this 
month’s book, “Easy, Delicious Home Cooking” from Real Simple and bring your dish 
to pass at our next meeting! Join us on Tuesday, June 6th @6pm at The Senior Center 
for another exciting meal!
Ink with a Friend: Card Making at the Library


Join us in June to make some lovely home-made cards to send to family and friends. 
We will be offering a card-making class from local crafter, Liz Gullett. She will be here 
on Thursday, June 8th from 5-7! You will get all the materials to make two beautiful cards 
to take home. Stop by to see the samples, fees are by donation. Registration is limited so 
call the library or stop by to save your spot before June 1st!
Lego Club!


Our next Lego night is this Thursday, June 15th, from 6:00 – 6:45pm! Bring a friend 
and build some fun with Lego bricks! All children and parents are invited every third 
Thursday of the month. Children under 8 need to bring a parent with them.
Memorial Gifts


Give a gift that lasts, brings joy to many, and doubles in value. Your memorial gift to 
the library is matched by the Mt. Morris Library Foundation, doubling your generosity! 
Many thanks to all who gave memorial gifts in 2022.


Display Case Showings
Stop by to see our display for the month from Denise Cheek! Showcasing her Lewis & 


Clark collection of pieces. Come explore how these amazing adventurers documented the 
western United States! We are always looking for collectors or artists who are willing to 
share their treasures in our display cases.  If you are interested, please call, 815-734-4927. 
Newspaper Available!


We will now be receiving the Dixon Telegraph daily! We receive the Ogle County Life, 
Sauk Valley, and Mt. Morris Times. If you want to keep up with the local news-stop on by!
Explore More Illinois 


Explore More Illinois users can access and reserve passes from any of our attractions on 
their participating library’s website. Explore More Illinois is easy to use with your library 
card.  Visit the library’s website to browse attractions.  You can find the information on 
our website, www.mtmorris-il.org under the resources page.
Adult Programming


We are trying to get back into the swing of offering monthly programs for adults.  
We would love to hear from you.  Do evenings or weekends work better?  Do you have 
any program ideas?  Do you have a program you would like to share?  Contact Mary 
Cheatwood at the library through email at mmlib@mtmorris-il.org or call 815-734-4927.
Curbside Service is available!


We want to remind everyone that you still have the option of having your materials 
delivered to your vehicle.  If you have holds waiting for you, call us to tell us you are on 
your way, and we will bring them out to your vehicle when you arrive.  Call us if you 
need more information.
Additional Services Offered


We make copies ($0.25 per black and white page). We fax ($2 for the first page and $0.50 
each additional page). We can scan a document and send it to email ($2 per document). 
You can use a computer without a library card for $1.00. Resume software is available 
on our computers.  Come visit us and let us help you!


Monthly board meetings are the third Wednesday of the month at 7pm at the library 
unless otherwise noted.  The public is welcome to attend.


The Mount Morris Public Library is located at 105 S. McKendrie Ave. Mt. Morris IL 
61054 – 815-734-4927 Fax-815-734-6035 www.mtmorris-il.org


MT. MORRIS PUBLIC LIBRARY
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LOCAL NEWS
Rock River Center is a resource 


center located at 810 S. 10th Street, 
Oregon.  Do you need help with Ben-
efit Access Application for a license 
plate discount, Medicare, housing, 
homemaker service, heating assis-
tance or other things?  Our Information 
& Assistance Specialists are available 
at various locations throughout Ogle 
County.  Our activities and trips are 
open to all ages.   Call our office at 
815-732-3252 with any questions.   
Visit us on the web at www.rockriv-
ercenter.org and like us on Facebook.
Yoga with Jen


June 2, 9, 16, 23, and 20. 10:00 – 
11:00 a.m.. $5 per class. Registration 


and Payment required prior to class.  
Call 815-732-3252 to sign up.
NEW Chair Yoga with Jen


June 2 and 16. 11:15 – Noon. $5 
per class. Registration and Payment 
required prior to class.  Call 815-732-
3252 to sign up.
New Crafting Group 
Starts in June


Project: Patriotic Garland. Dates: 
Monday June 5 & June 12. Time:	
9:00 – 10:00 a.m. Cost: No charge 
/ All material provided. Advance 
registration is required so we can be 
prepared. Call 815-732-3252 to sign 
up.


June 2023 Outing - Thursday, June 


15, 2023
Anderson Japanese Gardens. 


Self-Guided Tour. Lunch at Fres-
co’s  (reservations will be made in 
advance). Donation Day / $8 out-
of-county activity fee. Registration 
required by June 1, 2023.
SUPPORT GROUPS @ 
ROCK RIVER CENTER
CANCER SUPPORT 
GROUP


Meets: 4th Wednesday of March, 
June, Sept. & November. Time: 
2:00 – 3:00 p.m.
CAREGIVER SUPPORT 
GROUP – NEW SCHED-


ULE
Meets: 3RD Tuesday of month. 


Time: 10:00 – 11:30 a.m.
DIABETIC SUPPORT 
GROUP – Special Date in 
June


Meets: June Meeting will take 
place on Monday, June 5. Time: 
11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
LOW VISION GROUP


Meets: 2nd and 4th Tuesday of 
month. Time: 12:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.


For more information on any 
of our Support Groups, call Rock 
River Center at 815-732-3252 or 
1-800-541-5479.


ROCK RIVER CENTER ACTIVITIES


Byron High School April Students of the Month named
 Byron High School’s Students of the Month for April were recently named. Pictured from left to right 
are: Gwendolyn Roberts (ninth grade), Raven Wilde (10th grade), Jenna Jackson (11th grade), Isabel Hardy 
(12th grade) and Stillman Bank Retail Office Manager Renae Stevens. Each of the students received a mon-
etary gift for their achievement. 


Byron High School May Students of the Month named
 
Byron High School’s Students of the Month for May were recently named. Pictured from left to right 
are: BHS Assistant Principal Andrew Donaldson, Brynn Green (ninth grade), George Sober (10th Grade), 
Alaina Haas (12th grade), and Stillman Bank Retail Office Manager Renae Stevens. Not pictured is Phoe-
nix Dillard (11th grade). Each of the students received a monetary gift for their achievement. 


FORRESTON — Forreston Grade School fifth grade 
Students Allison Moore and Lucy Schneiderman were 
recently named the winners of the Illinois Principals 
Association’s Leadership Award. Lucy is the daughter 
of Jonathan and Laurie Schneiderman of German Valley. 
Allison is the daughter of Chris and Dr. April Moore 
of Baileyville.


Forreston Junior Senior High School eighth grade 
students Jillian Moore and Daylen Rahn along with 
seniors Brock Smith and Madyson Schoonhoven were 
also named winners of IPA’s Leadership Award. Jillian is 
the daughter of Chris and Dr. April Moore of Baileyville 
and Daylen is the son of Brian and Amanda Rahn of 
German Valley. Brock is the son of Brent and Sheri 
Smith of German Valley and Madyson is the daughter 
of Scott and Amy Schoonhoven of German Valley. 


Students were selected by the faculty of FGS and 
FJSHS for displaying leadership, character and achieve-
ment daily. Winners attended a brunch at the Dixon Elks 
Club sponsored by the Northwest Illinois Principals 
Association. Retired Dixon High School Principal Dr. 
Michael Grady was the keynote speaker.


Forrestville Valley School 
District announces 
IPA Leadership Award 
winners


District 1D Governor Nicole Fruit 
visits Oregon Lions


The two special guests at the Oregon 
Lions general meeting on April 13 were 
newly-elected Lions 1-D Governor Nicole 
Fruit and Past District Governor Ron 
Fruit.
They spoke about the many projects and 
goals of Lions International and Lions 
District 1-D. Lion Joe Kryszak presented 
the district governor with a check for 
$100 for her special governor’s project 
and the district governor presented the 
Oregon Lions Club with a patch for “Club 
Excellence for 2021-22”.
From left to right: PDG Ron Fruit, Oregon 
Lions’ President Joe Kryszak and District 
1-D Governor Nicole Fruit.


Oregon Lions 
thank Pennock for 
His service


Oregon Lion Gloria 
Fallon thanked Oregon 
Lion Steve Pennock for 
his many years of dili-
gent work on the Ore-
gon Park District Board 
of Directors. Pennock 
served the district for 
32 years and recently 
retired from the Board. 
Thanks for your service 
Lion Steve!
From left to right: Or-
egon Lions’ President 
Joe Kryszak, Pennock 
and Fallon.
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LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE


PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS, 


CIRCUIT COURT 
OGLE COUNTY
PUBLICATION 


NOTICE OF COURT 
DATE FOR REQUEST 
OF NAME CHANGE 


(ADULT)
By the Request of 
William Patrick Egan, 
Case Number 2023 MR 
16
There will be a court 
date on the request of 
William Patrick Egan 
to the new name of 
Trishelle Rosalyn Wil­
liams on June 21, 2023 
at 9 am at 106 S. 5th 
Street, Oregon, Ogle 
County, in courtroom 
#304.
No. 0522
(May 15, 22 and 29, 
2023)


PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE  


FIFTEENTH  
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 


OGLE COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS


IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF	
)
)
ROBERT C. LAIDIG,	
deceased.	
)
) No. 2023 PR21


CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given to 
creditors of the death 
of Robert C.Laidig, of 
3772 Illinois Street, 
Dixon, Ogle County. 
Illinois. Letters of Office 
were issued to Melissa 
A. Horton, 6953 S. 
Roger Way, Chandler, 
AZ 85249, as Indepen­
dent Executor, whose 
attorney of record is 
Emily R. Vivian, Ehr­
mann Gehlbach Bad­
ger & Considine, LLC, 
114 E. Everett Street, 
Dixon, Illinois 61021.
The estate will be 
administered without 
cou11 surervision, 
unless under section 
28-4 of the Probate 
Act (755 lLCS 5/28-4) 
any interested person 
terminates indepen­
dent administration at 
any time by mailing or 
delivering a petition to 
terminate to the clerk.
Claims against the 
estate may be filed in 
the office of the Clerk 
of the Court at the Ogle 
County Judicial Center. 
106 S. 5th Street. 
Suite #300, Oregon. 
IL 61061, or with the 
representative. or both, 
on or before the date 
which is six (6) months 
after the date of the 
first publication of this 
Claim Notice, or, if 
mailing or delivering of 
a notice from the rep­
resentative is required 
by section 18-3 of the 
Probate Act of 1975, 
the date stated in that 
notice. Any claim not 
filed on or before that 
date is barred. Copies 
of a claim filed with the 
clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the rep­
resentative and to the 
attorney within 10 days 
after it has been filed.
By Melissa A. Horton, 
Independent Executor
Emily R. Vivian ARDC: 
6290977
Ehnnann Gehlbach 
Badger & Considine. 
LLC 114 E. Everett 
Street. Suite 300
Dixon, IL 61021 
vivian@egbclaw.com 
(815) 288-4949
(815) 288-3068 FAX
No. 0524
(May 15, 22 and 29, 
2023)


Notice of Public 
Hearing


Township Budget
Notice is hereby given 
that a Tentative Bud­
get and Appropriation 
Ordinance for the By­
ron Township and the 
Byron Township Road 
District, Ogle County, Il­
linois, for the fiscal year 
beginning April 1, 2023 
and ending March 31, 
2024 will be on file and 
available for inspection 
upon request beginning 


May 11, 2023 at the 
Byron Township Office, 
507 Colfax Street, By­
ron IL by calling 815-
234-8438.
Notice is further given 
that a public hearing 
on said Budget and Ap­
propriation Ordinance 
for the Byron Township 
will begin at 6:45p.m., 
and a public hearing 
for the Byron Township 
Road District will be at 
6:50p.m. on June 8, 
2023 at the Township 
Office, 507 N Colfax ST, 
Byron IL and the final 
action on these ordi­
nances will be taken at 
these hearings.      
No. 0539
(May 29, 2023)


PUBLIC NOTICE
Sealed bids will be 
received for the fol­
lowing sections by the 
Ogle County Highway 
Department, Oregon, 
Illinois, until 2:00 P.M. 
June 9, 2023 for:
1. 23-00000-00-PK 
Courthouse Parking Lot 
Expansion
Proposals are avail­
able at the Ogle County 
Highway Department, 
1989 South IL Rt 2, 
Oregon, IL between 
the hours of 7:00 A.M. 
and 3:30 P.M. Monday 
- Friday.  The Road 
and Bridge Committee 
reserves the right to ac­
cept or reject and or all 
bids.
No. 0540
(May 29 and June 5, 
2023)


NOTICE
Anyone knowing the 
whereabouts of CLYDE 
HULL, please notify  
Caroline Brink and/
or Lauren Mead­
ows of the law firm of  
Batson Nolan, PLC  
in Clarksville,  
Tennessee. 
They can be  
reached at cbrink@bat­
sonnolan.com, lmead­
ows@ba tsonno lan .
com, or 931-647-1501.
No. 0543
(May 29 and June 5, 
2023)


PERSONAL PROPERTY AUCTION


Thursday, June 1st to 
Sunday, June 4th


June Consignment Sale
115 Meadow Court, Forreston, IL 61030


This is an ONLINE Sale ONLY.
Please visit https://aandtauctionservices.hibid.


com/ for sale viewing beginning 5/31/23.
Personal Property: Collectibles; antiques; hand 
tools; glassware; antique hubcaps; snowblower; 
propane smoker; baby toys; pottery; artwork; 
lots of miscellaneous items–too much to list! Be 
sure to check our Facebook page closer to the 
sale date for a complete list of items and late 
sale additions! 
Item Viewing: There will be NO in-person view-
ing for this sale. Items for viewing online only.
Item Pick-up: Items will be available for pick-up 
on Thursday, June 8th from 4-6pm at the ad-
dress listed above. 
Terms & Conditions: This is a sale with reserve. 
There will be a 10% Buyer’s Premium added 
to all items sold.  Items can be purchased with 
cash, GOOD check, or credit card. There will be 
a 3.5% fee added to any credit card transaction. 
Follow A & T Auction Services on Facebook 
for the Online Sale Link and additional sale 
information, including pictures, how to register 
for online bidding, and complete sale terms and 
conditions.    


Travis Cunningham,  
Auctioneer IL Lic. # 441.002600


A & T Auction Services, LLC
atauctionservices@gmail.com


815-297-4595 
05292023


LASALLE COUNTY, ILLINOIS
LAND AUCTION


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 28, 2023 AT 10:00 AMCT


98.35 TAXABLE ACRES± • 1 TRACT


The Boers farm is located 3 miles northeast of McNabb or 10 miles south of 
Peru. The farm is further described as being located in Section 6, T31N-R1E, 
Hope Township, LaSalle County, Illinois. 


The tract represents highly productive, 100% tillable, Class A farmland.


BOERS FARM
Representing Attorney: Cote J. Klinefelter


Herbolsheimer, Duncan, Eiten Hintz and Klinefelter, P.C. 
654 First Street, Suite 400, La Salle, IL 61301 | (815) 223-0111


Auction Manager: Kevin Haas (309) 264-7767


VIRTUAL ONLINE


Lenny Bryson
Sales Of All Kinds


815-946-4120 
 


Chana 64 Auctions
620 S. Stone Hill Rd., Chana


815-830-3898
• Pick Up Service Available 
“UWANNASELLITCALLUS”


A&T Auction Services, LLC
Travis Cunningham 


(815) 297-4595
Located in Forreston, IL


Hack’s Auction & Realty
Service, Inc.


Auctions – Real Estate 
Appraisals


Online Auctions 
Now Available 
Pecatonica, IL
815-239-1436


Hacksauction.com
 


ONLINE ONLY AUCTION 
hacksauction.hibid.com


‘Estate Antiques, Clocks, Pocket 
Watches, Seeburg Collection’


PREVIEW: FRI., MAY 26th – 10 A.M. to 1 P.M.
BIDDING OPENS: FRI., MAY 26th @ 8 A.M.


Hack’s Auction Antique Center 
 W. Third St., Pecatonica, IL  61063


Featuring Coin-Operated Magic Clock 
Gum Vender; Old Clock Collection-Cal-
endar-Regulator-Mantle-Wall-Dome 
Glass-Carriage-Huge Amount of Related 
Parts; Huge Antique Pocket Watch Collec-
tion-Illinois-Rockford-Hamilton-Elgin-Key 
Wind-Cases & Parts-Lathe & Specialty 
Tooling-Over 250 Watches; Native Amer-
ican; Stoneware; Advertising; Cast Iron & 
Primitives; Wildlife; Art Pottery; Jewelry & 
Coins; Decorative; Seeburg ‘1000’ Back-
ground Music System & Select-O-Matic 
Vintage Parts & Components; Musical 
Instruments; Classic Rock 45 RPM Singles 
Record Collection; 1890’s Clark Vertical 
Steam Engine & Boiler; Coca-Cola Pop 
Machines; Many Other Antiques & Collect-
ibles.


Francis ‘Frank’ & Jeanne 
Vipond Auction


SUNDAY, JUNE 4th – 10:30 A.M.
5522 Melba Lane, Rockford, IL  61109
Live Auction! Featuring John Deere 
X758 AWD & JD X495 Diesel 24HP Lawn 
Tractors; Toro Z-Master Comm. 3000 
Series Zero-Turn Mower; JD 100 Series 
Mower; JD 828D Snow Blower; Tillers; 
Lawn & Garden Equipment; HD Utility 
Trailer; Kennedy & Deluxe Large Roller 
Tool Chests; Large Selection of Tools & 
Shop Equipment; Patio Furniture & Décor; 
Household Furniture & Appliances; Exer-
cise Machines; Champion Gun Safe-Fire-
arms-Ammo; Toy & Collector Cars; Much 
More! Mowers & Firearms Sold @12:30 P.M.


Hack’s Auction & Realty Service
Greg & Swan Hachmeister, Auctioneers


Pecatonica, IL 815-239-1436
www.hacksauction.com | I.A.F.L. #44000128
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MARKETPLACEClassified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)


OGLE COUNTY • OGLE COUNTY • OGLE COUNTY • OGLE COUNTY


BUY OR SELL
Place A Classified Ad 


305 305 
GARAGE/MOVING SALESGARAGE/MOVING SALES


127 127 
SERVICESSERVICES


1101  01  
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE


This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially 
those asking for 
money in advance.


105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES


“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially 
those asking for 
money in advance.”


113  113  
FINANCIALFINANCIAL


NOTICE Advance 
Fee Loans or Credit 
Offers Companies 
that do business 
by phone can’t ask 
you to pay for credit 
before you get it. For 
more information, call 
toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.


119  119  
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS


“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially 
those asking for 
money in advance.” 


127  127  
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS


FURMAN’S Lawn 


Care and Tree Work. 
Mowing, bushes, 
spring clean up, 
weeding and much 
more. Call Jeremy 
Furman 815-761-
9619. Please leave a 
message will return call 
ASAP. Fully insured, in 
business since 1999. 
Servicing Rochelle and 
surrounding areas.


201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE


NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child 
in its care.


301  301  
ANTIQUESANTIQUES


WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and 
Wood Signs, Milk 
Bottles & Local 
Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com


ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin 
& iron toys, sterling 
silver, decoys. If it’s 
antique, I’m interested 
in looking! Call 815-


562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com


307  307  
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE


BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends 
on Weight of Roll. 
Available Monday-
Friday 815-562-4171 
(8AM-NOON ONLY) 
Rochelle News 
Leader.  


405  405  
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE


ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination 
based on race, 
color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity 
basis.


203 203 
HELP WANTED	HELP WANTED	


Part-time local  
delivery driver


The Rochelle News-Leader has an opening for a part-
time newspaper bundle delivery driver who would load 


and deliver bundles to the post office,  
store racks and machines.


The daytime deliveries would be two or three days 
per week (including weekends) and consist of 


approximately 4-5 hours per shift depending on the 
route usually 10-15 hours per week.


Applicants must be at least 18 years old, possess a 
valid driver’s license, proof of insurance and a safe 


driving record. Drivers will use company vehicles when 
delivering, and will be trained on the respective routes.


Candidates must be able to load, unload and carry 
multiple bundles of 5 to 10 pounds each. Driver 


applicants must be reliable, personable and have a 
general knowledge of area streets and roads.
This position is perfect for someone looking to 


supplement their income or retirement.
Interested individuals must fill out an application in 


person at the Rochelle News-Leader office  
at 211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle.  


No phone calls please. 03
26


20
23


Part-time position is 
available for a graphic 


artist in our Creative Dept.


Experience with Adobe Programs:
Photoshop, Illustrator, Acrobat 


and InDesign is a plus.


If you are interested in joining our
Creative Team, please submit resume


along with samples to:


To Your Next
Career Move ...


Rochelle News-Leader
Attn: Mike Feltes, PO Box 46


 Rochelle, IL 61068
or email: 


mfeltes@oglecountylife.com EOE


Contact Alka Bond 
Certified Nursing Assistant


(779) 888-0100


Need Help Around  
the Home?


Private Care | In-Home Care | Helping Hand
Organizing, light-cleaning, laundry,  


transportation, healthcare needs and more!
Available Weekdays & Weekends


“Taking care of your loved one as I would take care of my own.”


05
31


20
23


PIA#23


GARAGE SALE
227 Margaret Fuller Rd., Oregon


June 1, 9-4 | June 2, 9-4  
June, 3 9-1


Baby - Adult clothes
Bicycle - All kinds of 


items for men and women
PIA#24


Round  
Hay Bales 


For Sale - $75 each


(815) 440-7087


1,000 pounds


MOVING SALE!
Dressers, TV Stands, Love 


Seats, Window A/C’s, Snow 
Blowers, 46” John Deere 
Mower, Octagon Table  


and MORE!
Please call/text  
(779) 770-6070


MOVING SALE!
1016 Crestview Trail, Byron, IL 61010


Wed (5/31) - 4PM to 7PM
Thurs (6/1) & Friday (6/2) - 9AM to 4PM


(dressers, kitchenware, tools, 
freezer, table set & chairs, rocker, 


towels, linens and more!)
ALL MUST GO!


05292023
PIA #27


307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE


MOBILE HOME FOR SALE  
(16ft x 80ft)


3-bedroom, 2-bath w/ 24' x 30' 
insulated garage


$55,000
Located at Mt. Morris Estates, 


Lot #170
Call/Text (779) 770-6070


All offers considered
05292023
PIA #28


203 203 
HELP WANTED	HELP WANTED	


HS Girls Assistant Basketball
8th Grade Volleyball


Apply online at  
www.byron226.org
Under the ‘About Us’ tab


Employment Opportunities Section


05
29


20
23


Byron School 
District  


Coaching 
Opportunities 


Byron School 
District Openings


ESY Teacher/Para
HS Library Aide


Full-Time Custodial positions
23-24 School Year Lunch 


Supervisors


Apply online at  
www.byron226.org
Under the ‘About Us’ tab


Employment Opportunities Section


05
29


20
23


SEEKING BIDS
Big Mound Cemetery 


is seeking bids for 
landscaping service for 


the remainder of the 2023 
season and beyond.  


Submit bids to:  
11435 E. Big Mound Rd,  


Davis Jct, IL 61020 or  
ckpihl@msn.com  


Questions: 815-979-0192
05292023


Byron CUSD 
#226 has 


openings for 


Bus Drivers
SIGN-ON BONUS 


Available
Contact Barb Rundle 


at 815-234-5491
For more 


information
10112021


Class-A CDL
Drivers Wanted


$500 Sign on bonus
Earn up to


$33/per hour
Local Trucking 


Company seeking 
full time,


year- round driver to 
haul grain.


815-938-3644
Please


leave message.
09052022


203 203 
HELP WANTED	HELP WANTED	


OREGON/
MT. MORRIS
Newer 1, 2 &3 BR 


APTS. Water, sewer, 
garbage inc. w/most 


units. HOUSES some 
w/garages, all in 


like new condition. 
Starting at $295/mo. 


815-734-4348 or 
815-590-2302


For Rent - Byron
3-Bedroom,  


Upper Apartment
Oversize Garage


NO Pets
1-Year Lease
$875/month


 $975/Deposit 
412 W. 2nd. Street., 


Byron, IL
815-904-4014


1563 Kysor Drive, Byron
(next to D&W Garage)


Storage Unit Sizes:
5ʼ x 10ʼ     10ʼ x 10ʼ


10ʼ x 15ʼ  10ʼ x 20ʼ  10ʼx30ʼ


NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION


6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-262-3900


We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 


appliances with a 
warranty.


NEW, USED  
SCRATCH & DENT


• Refrigerators • Freezers 
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves


04092023


307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALEMISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE


411 411 
MOBILE HOMESMOBILE HOMES


305 305 
GARAGE SALESGARAGE SALES


HUGE YARD SALE.  
REGAP Fundraiser, 
4107 E. Third Road, 
Mendota. June 1, 2, 3 8 
a.m. - ?. No early birds. 
We have everything. 
Proceeds go to Retired 
Greyhounds as Pets.


501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT


511 511 
STORAGE UNITSSTORAGE UNITS
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Dine In • Carry Out •  


• Home Delivery • Pizza • Pastas • 


• Sandwiches • Salads •  


• and Lots More!


Taste The  
TRADITION


Taste The  
DIFFERENCE


815-562-331212262022


Voted Best:  Pizza, Family Restaurant, Italian 
Restaurant, Pasta, & Appetizer


PLUMBING & HEATING, INC.


621 1st Ave. • Rochelle, IL 61068


email: aphc621@yahoo.com
Lic. No.
058-08789-1


Voted Best:  Plumbing Company & HVAC Company


12262022
516 Fourth Ave. | Rochelle, IL 


815-440-1224 | 815-561-6861 | carolyn@brownstaxoffi ce.com


Brown’s Tax Service
Carolyn Brown


Voted Best:  Tax Service


Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
209 Powers Road
Rochelle, IL 61068


815-762-7555


12262022


Voted Best:  Carpet Cleaning Business


815-384-3620815-384-3620
headons2go.comheadons2go.com


103 N. Main Street | Creston103 N. Main Street | Creston


LIKE AND FOLLOW US ON


FACEBOOK


Tues-Fri - 9a-5:30pTues-Fri - 9a-5:30p
Sat - 9a-4pSat - 9a-4p


12262022


Voted Best:  Butcher Shop, Steak, & Brat


12262022


• Karaoke • Video Gaming • Game Room • Daily Drink Specials
Sun 11am-11pm • Mon-Wed 10am-1am • Thurs-Sat 10am-2am


411 Cherry Ave. • Rochelle, IL • 815-562-6568


Kenny’s PlaceKenny’s Place
Best 


Karaoke in 
Ogle County


Voted Best:  Karaoke Bar


7034 S. Klondike Road, Rochelle • 815-561-9074
kitchentablerochelle@gmail.com • volunteer@kitchentablerochelle.org 


kitchentablerochelle.org
12262022


Donation &  
Volunteer-Based 


Eatery and  
Community  


Pay-What-You-
Can Cafe


Voted Best:  Non-Profit


12262022


209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL


www.meyersfurniture.com
(815) 562-8792


Voted Best:  Furniture Store & Moving Service


Byron • Oregon • Rochelle • Rockford • Roscoe/Rockton • Stillman Valley


Best Financial Planner
Best Lender
Best Local Bank


www.stillmanbank.com


Voted Best:  Bank, Local Lender & Financial Advisor


OGLE COUNTY


BEST OF
2022STOP BY THESE 


BUSINESSES 
and see why they were VOTED  


#1 in Ogle County!


BESTOF2022MONTHLY
Eric Arnquist, Russell Crull & David TessEric Arnquist, Russell Crull & David Tess


Tess, Crull & ArnquistArnquistTess, Crull & Tess, Crull & 
Attorneys At Law


www.tesscrulllaw.com


815-562-8754815-562-8754
1090 N. 7th St.
Rochelle


Voted Best:  Attorney Office
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Stillman Valley
Slots and Full Bar!


KING OF DIAMONDS


102 W. Wilson St., Stillman Valley
815-645-7083 • www.facebook.com/blackdiamondgamingsv


7:30
 PM


WEEKLY  WEEKLY  
ON  ON  


WEDNESDAYS!WEDNESDAYS!
@


Games are LIVE now!


02
06


20
23


DRAWING 


LOCAL NEWS
Summer Reading  
Program: Reading 
Road Trip


Hop in, friends! We’re going 
on a reading road trip! This 
summer, we’ll hit the road with 
an important stop at your local 
library in the Valley. During 
your stay, you’ll explore all the 
fun reading has to offer—while 
earning badges on a virtual 
BINGO card! You’ll collect 
badges for logging your read-
ing, completing activities and 
earning BINGO. It’s fun. It’s 
easy. It’s free! May 29-July 31, 
2023. Download the Beanstack 
app to get started! All ages. 
Tween Scene: Road 
Trip: Seattle


Pack your bags, we’re hit-
ting the road! The first stop on 
our tween road trip is Seattle. 
Don’t worry, there’s no rain 
in sight! We’ll enjoy games, 
crafts and snacks inspired by 
this cool Pacific Northwest 
city. Tuesday, June 6 at 6 p.m. 
Ages 10-12. Registration re-
quired: 815-645-8611.
Climb On!: How to 
Start Climbing


Join expert climber, Roger 
Fritz, and avid climbers, Wayne 
Finley and Usama Altayeh, 
to learn everything you’ll 
need to know to confidently 
start climbing. Attendees will 
learn about indoor/outdoor 
climbing, the many types of 
climbing, essential climbing 
gear and where to climb in the 
area. Thursday, June 8 at 6:00 
p.m. Registration required:  
815-645-8611.
Smarty Pants: Have 
Balloon, Will Travel


Smarty Pants is back! This 
time he’ll join us on our read-
ing road trip by motorcycle, 
rocket ship and hot air balloon. 
This one-of-a-kind production 
is fun and interactive for all 
ages featuring magic, comedy, 
storytelling and, of course, 


larger than life balloons! Fri-
day, June 9 at 1:00 p.m. All 
ages. Registration required: 
815-645-8611.
Toddler Time: Water 
Sensory Bins


Indulge your little one’s cu-
riosity with a hands-on event 
just for them. Join us on the 
library lawn for water play 
featuring a variety of sensory 
bins. Dress to get wet. Friday, 
June 16 at 10 a.m. Registration 
required: 815-645-8611.
Young Critics Book 
Club


Join us, Tuesday, June 20 at 
6 p.m., for a hands-on craft/ac-
tivity all about the book “Going 
Places” by Tonya Bolden. Ages 
7-9. Stop by the library to pick 
up your copy of the reading. 
Travels to the  
National Parks


Into the mountains we go, 
to lose our mind and find our 
soul! Join historian RJ Lindsey 
as Stephen Mather, Conserva-
tionist and first Director of the 
National Parks, on an informa-
tive and engaging historical tour 
of America’s National Parks. 
We’ll learn about the individ-
uals who were essential to the 
development of the National 
Parks, and embark on a Mather 
Mountain Party: a ten-day camp-
ing trip with writers. congress-
men and other influentials who 
were persuaded to develop and 
preserve a park system for the 
enjoyment of future generations.  
Monday, June 26 at 6:30 p.m. 
Email Joanna at jkluever@mail.
meridian223.org to register for 
this Zoom program. 
Teens: Cupcake Wars


Put your creativity, imagina-
tion and sweet tooth to the test! 
Tie on your aprons and complete 
fun decorating challenges 
judged by your friends. Tues-
day, June 27 at 6:00 p.m. Ages 
13-18. Registration required: 
815-645-8611.


Chess Club
Thursday, June 1st, 3:30 


pm. Are you a chess rookie, a 
seasoned veteran, or just looking 
to sharpen your skills? Join us 
Thursday, June 1st to meet with 
other chess players for some 
friendly competition in a relaxed 
environment. Any age or skill 
level is welcome. Please call the 
library to indicate your interest 
or for more information.
Summer Reading 
Program


Our summer program, 


Oceans of Possibilities, for tod-
dlers through 5th grade begins 
June 13th and 14th. Toddlers 
and preschoolers will meet on 
Tuesdays and Kindergarten 
through 5th grade will


meet on Wednesdays. Both 
programs begin at 10:00 am. 
Please call the library to reg-
ister or for more information. 
Community Room


Looking for a place to hold 
your event? Our community 
room (with a small kitchenette) 
is available for meetings, par-
ties, showers, family reunions, 


and more. Please call the 
library at (815)938-2624 for 
additional information.
Soft Plastic Recy-
cling


We are collecting film-
type plastic for recycling. 
This includes plastic bags, 
zipper type baggies (with the 
zip portion removed), cereal/
snack bags, bubble wrap, and 
other soft plastic. Please make 
sure bags are free from debris 
and remove all paper/sticker 
labels. Thank you!


JULIA HULL DISTRICT LIBRARY


OREGON — The Ogle 
County Historical Society of 
Oregon was the May recipient 
of the 100 Women Who Care 
of Ogle County philanthropic 
donation amounting to $7,000.


Part of this gift will be put 
to immediate use to cover 
necessary porch repairs, deep 
cleaning expenses, additional 
costs from hail damage, all 
of which have depleted cash 


on hand.
The rest of the funds will be 


used to purchase preservation 
supplies, the restoration of 
donated artifacts, and costs 
associated with research and 
scanning services.


Ogle County Historical 
Society is sustained through 
donations and the work of 
volunteers. Ogle County re-
searchers and museum visitors 


are welcome at 111 N. 6th St. 
in Oregon. Call 815-732-7545 
for visiting hours and/or ap-
pointments.


100 Women Who Care 
meets four times per year to 
award a sizable donation to 
a deserving charity in Ogle 
County. For information about 
this group, contact Deanna 
Forrest at forrestdede5@gmail.
com.


Front row from left to right: David Head (director, OCHS), Marlene Hobbs (director, OCHS), 
Christa Young, Kris Gilbert (vice president, OCHS), Jan McMillan (treasurer, OCHS), Julie 
Mastney (100WWC), Julie Mann (100WWC) and Karen Urish (100WWC). Back row from left 
to right: Maja Shoemaker (100WWC), Jennifer Bakener (100WWC), Dede Forrest (100WWC), 
Pam Steele (100WWC), Becky McCanse (100WWC), Debby Katzman (100WWC) and Michal 
Burnett (Facebook administrator and tours and programs director at OCHS. Photograph 
provided by April Bold (100WWC). 


100 Women Who Care of 
Ogle County donate to OCHS


FORRESTON PUBLIC LIBRARY





