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Fertilize your lawn to bring

Spring marks the return
of lawn and garden season.
Lawns often bear the brunt
of winter’s wrath, so spring
is a great time to nurse them
back to health, and fertil-
izing can be an essential
component of that process.

Fertilizing a lawn can be
intimidating. An array of
fertilizers, with each seem-
ingly designed to address

a different issue, can make
homeowners’ heads spin
when visiting their local
lawn and garden center.
However, fertilizing is a
very simple task that any
homeowner can tackle. In
fact, fears about fertilizing
are often unfounded and
can be overcome with some
basic knowledge of the

process.

It’s always
a good time
to improve your lot!

 Identify which type
of grass is in the yard. The
home improvement experts
at HGTV note that turfgrass
is divided into two catego-
ries: cool-season grass and
warm-season grass. A local
lawn and garden center can
help homeowners identify
which type of grass is in
the yard, and this often de-
pends on location. Fescue,

bluegrass and perennial
ryegrass are some examples
of cool-season grasses,
while Bermuda, bahia, St.
Augustine, and zoysia are
considered warm-season
grasses. Identifying which
type of grassisinthelawnis
important because that will
indicate when to fertilize.
Cool-season grasses are typ-
ically best fertilized in early

If you'’ve been thinking about
adding a sunroom, a deck,

a patio or even a new pool,
now is the time to see the
folks at Eureka Savings Bank
about a home improvement
loan. Anything that will make
your home more comfortable
is an investment that will
make your property more
valuable. See us today!
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it back to life

spring, while warm-season
lawns can benefit from an
application just before es-
pecially warm temperatures
arrive.

* Survey the lawnto iden-
tify which spreader to use.
A small yard or a thriving
lawn with only a few bald
or unsightly patches may
notneeda full application of
fertilizer. In such instances,
a hand spreader can suffice.
For larger lawns and areas,
a broadcast spreader is the
ideal option. Spreaders have
multiple settings, and the
fertilizer package will indi-
cate which setting to utilize
when using the product.

* Testthe soil prior to pur-
chasing fertilizer. The lawn
experts at Pennington® note
that a simple soil test can
reveal soil pH and phospho-
rous and potassium levels.
Soil tests can be purchased
at most home improvement
stores and lawn and garden
centers, and they can help

homeowners determine
which fertilizer will most
benefit their lawns.

» Water the lawn prior to
fertilizing. The experts at
Scotts® recommend a good
watering a few days prior to
fertilizing a lawn. Such an
approach ensures the soil is
ready to accept the fertilizer
once it’s applied.

* Follow the instructions
carefully. Detailed instruc-
tions are typically provided
on fertilizer product packag-
ing. Once homeowners have
identified and purchased
the product they need, they
can simply follow the in-
structions on the packaging,
including how and when
to water after application,
which can make fertilizing
less intimidating.

Fertilizing in spring can
help a lawn recover from
the previous summer and
winter, ensuring it’s lush
and green when summer
entertaining season arrives.

Fertilizing is a very simple task that any homeowner
can tackle. In fact, fears about fertilizing are often un-
founded and can be overcome with some basic knowl-

edge of the process.
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Tips to pick the right plants for your Iandscpe

The maintenance re-
quired to keep a plant
healthy and looking good
is a key consideration when
designing a landscape.

Each year, gardening
enthusiasts anxiously await
the arrival of spring. Spring
isa greatseasonto plantnew
flowers, plants, grasses, and
trees, making it a popular
time of year to spend sunny
days out in the yard.

Veteran gardeners may
know their landscapes well
and be able to pick the right
plants on theirown. Novices
may need a little help as they
look to give their landscapes
a whole new look. The
following are some helpful
tips to help homeowners
pick theright plants for their
landscapes.

* Conduct a site eval-
uation. A colorful land-
scape featuring an array of
plants and flowers can be
eye-catching and add curb
appeal to a property. How-
ever, where plants will be
planted is a significant vari-
able that mustbe considered
before homeowners choose
what to plant. The Center
for Agriculture, Food, and
the Environment at the
University of Massachusetts
Ambherstnotes thatsite eval-
uation is the first step when
picking plants. A number of
factors must be evaluated,
including light availability;
water availability; exposure
to the elements, including
wind and extreme tempera-
tures; and competition from
existing vegetation, among
other things. Document
these variables prior to pick-
ing plants. Forexample, take
note of the area you plan to
plant to see if it is full sun
or partial shade, and then
pick plants whose growing
conditions align with those
you observe.

* Look at more than
looks. Aesthetic appeal

might be what homeown-
ers most desire from their
landscapes, but that appeal
is only achieved when the
right plants are chosen for
a space. If the wrong plants
are chosen, they’re unlikely
tothrive or they could threat-
en existing vegetation, thus
compromising the overall
appeal of the property. Na-
tive plants can often handle
local weather conditions, so
prioritize natives over more
exotic plants whose key
attribute is aesthetic appeal.
If jaw-dropping aesthetic
appeal is your top priority,
speak with a local land-
scaping professional about
which natives can provide
that without compromising
surrounding vegetation.

¢ Consider maintenance
prior to planting. Mainte-
nance is another variable
gardeners must consider.
Newly planted trees may
require substantial wa-
tering until they’ve fully
established their roots, and
some homeowners may
not have time for that. In
addition, certain plants
may require a considerable
amount of pruning in order
to create and maintain the
look homeowners desire.
Individuals must be willing
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to invest the time and effort
necessary to maintain new
plantings that require such
diligence. If not, look for
plants that don’t require
much maintenance while
keeping in mind that even
low-maintenance plants
still require some effort and
attention.

* Consider local wildlife.

Ifyourlawnisroutinely vis-
ited by local wildlife, then
look for plants that won’t
look like ameal to these wel-
come, if uninvited, guests.
Forexample, if you routine-
ly see deer lounging around
in your backyard, look for
deer-resistant plants. Thisis
a good way to protect your
investment, of both time and
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money, and ensure minimal

wildlife traffic through your

newly landscaped yard.
Spring gardens are

awe-inspiring, especially
when homeowners embrace
various strategies for suc-
cessful planting.

TONY'S TREE SERVICE

*Tree Trimming
e Tree Removal
# e Gutter Cleaning
"\ ¢ Bush & Shrub

e Brush & Yard
‘Spring Cleanup

"(branches, twigs, leaves)

tStump Grinding

Trimming
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The role of nature in home
design in the years

ahead

Outdoor living spaces
were prioritized during the
early days ofthe COVID-19
pandemic, when public
gatherings were greatly
limited and individuals were
urged to stay home as much
as possible. Such demands
have had a ripple effect on
various industries, including
home design. According to
a survey conducted by the
New Home Trends Institute
in collaboration with Pro
Builder, 58 percent of the
more than 300 residential
architects, designers and de-
sign-minded builders who
participated said connection
to the outdoors/nature will
be animportantinfluence on
their design choices in the
years to come. In addition,
45 percent of respondents
indicated increased atten-
tion will be afforded to
outdoor entertaining spaces.

So what might the out-
door spaces of homes built
in the not-so-distant future
look like? Respondents to
the survey anticipated a
growing demand for various

Though trends and consumer demands are ever-shift-
ing, architects and designers are anticipating that fu-
ture homeowners will want more developed outdoor
living spaces and greater access to nature, which is
something current homeowners can keep in mind
when renovating their properties.

that future homeowners
will want more developed
outdoor living spaces and
greater access to nature,
which is something current

* Outdoor kitchens

* Gazebos or pergolas

* Pools

* Spas or hot tubs
Though trends and con-

built-in outdoor features,
including:
* Firepits or fireplaces
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mind when renovating their
properties.
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Five patio projects to
enhance outdoor living

Warm weather paves the way to more
opportunities to enjoy fresh air. For home-
owners who have the luxury of outdoor
spaces, including private patios, now is
the time to start thinking about projects to
enhance these gathering spots.

A patio can be considered a transitional
area that links the outdoors to the inside of
ahome. According to the home and lifestyle
resource The Spruce, a patio is often an oasis
for lounging and entertaining. And depend-
ing on homeowners’ budgets and preferenc-
es, a patio can be just as comfortable and
stylish as interior spaces. The following are
five patio projects that can transform these
valuable spaces.

1. Pretty pergola

A pergola is an open-air (traditionally
wood) structure that adds a measure of shade
and privacy without completely blocking
views of Mother Nature. Installing a pergola
over the patio helps define the seating area.
Hanging plants can add to the ambiance
and string lights can make this a great spot
to gather when the sun sets.

2. Patio fire pit

Build a fire pit right into the design
with the same materials used to create the
patio. For example, if the patio is brick or
flagstone, build up to create an eye-catching
fire pit. Fire pits not only look good, they
also expand the time frame that the patio can
be enjoyed, offering cozy spots to sit even
when the weather chills.

3. Frame it in

Make the patio a true extension of the

inside by putting up walls around three sides
of'the patio if it connects to the home. Leave
the lastopen to the yard, or consider installing
screens to mimic the look of popular lanais.
The walls will offer more weather protection,
meaning you can invest in high-quality patio
furniture to make this a fully functioning
outdoor living room. Hang a television tha
is rated for outdoor use for movie-watching
under the sun or stars.

4.Ooh la la

Vintage bistro tables and chairs can turn
a drab patio into one that calls to mind a
Parisian courtyard. Whimsical lighting and
accents that you would normally think tc
see indoors, like a gilded mirror, can add
extraappeal. Soften wroughtiron and othet
metals on the furniture by including plenty
of flowers and greenery. Don’t forget the
candles and a place to stash a bottle of
chilling wine.

5. Farmhouse chic

Transform a patio into an entertaining
space that caters to guests A large farmhouse
style table flanked by benches and some
upholstered chairs sets the scene for a din-
ner amid the fresh air. Watering cans filled
with wildflowers and mismatched flatware
establish a casual feel for gatherings in the
space. For those who plan to cook and serve
outside with frequency, invest in outdoor
appliances so you’ll never have to miss @
beat with guests.

The options for transforming patios into
stylish gathering spots is only limited by
the imagination.
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Turn a backyard into your own relaxing respite

Backyards have long
been places to unwind and
enjoy some peace and quiet
surrounded by nature.

Thanks in part to fi-
nancial instability brought
on by rising inflation and
measures to tame it, home-
owners may decide to forgo
traditional vacations in
favor of staying home this
season. There’s no better
time to invest in a home,
particularly outdoor spaces,
to make them welcoming
respites. The following are
some ways to accomplish
that goal.

Incorporate
a water feature

The sound of trickling
or bubbling water can make
surroundings more serene.
A low-maintenance water
feature can help to cre-
ate a calming ambiance.

A fountain that does not
require a collection pond
will reduce the chance it
becomes a breeding ground
for mosquitoes. Locating
the fountain out of the sun
can keep algae growth at a
minimum.

Add lights for ambiance

Outdoor lighting options
include professionally in-
stalled, hardwired lights on
the home itself or accent
lighting that draws attention
to trees or architectural
structures on the property. It
also may include twinkling
lights, which some consider

amust-have for any outdoor
retreat. Lights come in all
typesand price points. Hang
them on porches, pergolas or
cement posts inside decora-
tive planters and then string
lights between the posts.
This way the lighting can
bemovedaround as desired.

Lounging spots

A comfortable outdoor
loveseat or chairs may be a
focal point of the yard, but
build in some additional
cozy spots specifically for
lounging around. Nestle a
hammock in a quiet corner
of the yard, or enhance a
chaise lounge with throw
pillows and alarge umbrella
for napping poolside.
Add lushness with plants

Plants can transform any
space. Use acombination of
planted varieties around the
yard, then enhance certain
areas with potted plants as
needed. Plants can make
an area more warm and
inviting, plus they give
butterflies, bees and hum-
mingbirds places to stop by
and visit. Consider the help
ofaprofessional landscaper
to bring a vision of a lush,

plant-filled retreat to life.
Blend in the pool or spa

With some unique land-
scape architecture, the pool
or hot tub can be built right
into the landscape, making
it a cohesive part of the
design. This can make the
yard seem even more like
an oasis, especially when the
poolisflanked by a waterfall
or bubbling fountain.

Add some music

Thanks to wireless
speakers that rely on Blue-
tooth technology, it’s easy
to have music piped right
into the backyard. Set up
a wireless speaker in an
inconspicuous spot, such
as inside a planter or in the
rafters of a gazebo.

Turning a backyard into
an oasis can provide the
respite many people look
for on their properties.

Residential

FENCE & POOL, INC.

Commercial
Industrial

2923 N State Route 178, Utica, IL

We Have The Fence You Need

* Vinyl
* Aluminum
- Wood
Chain Link

e

815-667-3667
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Return this coupon by May 31, 2023
and receive $6 OFF the regular
subscription price!

ADD $1 TO YOUR SUBSCRIPTION

and we will match it and donate the proceeds E ﬁgf’;
to the Mendota Area Christian Food Pantry.

12-Month Subscription

If you reside in Bureau, . If you reside out of Bureau,
LaSalle or Lee counties. Savings! LaSalle or Lee counties.

Add $1 for Food Pantry donation...$51.00

Add $1 for Food Pantry donation...$71.00

(If you have previously subscribed using our Auto Pay method, your subscription will be transferred to our Manual Pay Plan.) (

‘“:«13\//:5; &
Thie ganpeta Reporier SR SAVINGS SPECTACULAR

Phone #

Address:

City: State: Zip:

*Coupon and payment must be received to qualify for special rate.

Return to: The Mendota Reporter, P.O. Box 300, Mendota, IL 61342.
Reporter office located at 703 lllinois Ave. Phone 815-539-9396.
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Home improvement

Post lights are another

What to knobout landscape ghtlg

trends come and go, and
one trend that has become
wildly popular in recent
years is recognizable in
yards every night. Land-
scape lighting has trans-
formed how people see
and enjoy their properties
at night, making it one
of the more sought-after
upgrades among modern
homeowners.

Curb appeal is often
seen through the lens of
how homes appear during
daylight hours, but land-
scape lighting can make
homes look better and more
modern, and potentially
safer, after the sun goes
down. With such potential,
landscape lighting is worth
exploring for homeowners
looking to upgrade their
properties.

Arethere different types
of landscape lighting?

When considering land-
scape lighting, home-
owners should know that
there are various options
to consider. According
to the lighting experts at
Lumens, spotlights project
a concentrated and narrow
beam of light that’s usually
around 45 degrees. Spot-
lights are often chosen to
highlight specific features
on a property, like a com-
ponent of the landscaping.
Individuals who want to
cast light over wider, more
general areas may consider
floodlights, which Lumens
notes spread lightup to 120
degrees.

Inground lighting is
among the more sophis-
ticated landscape lighting
options. Lumens notes that
inground lighting illumi-
nates the whole of a tree
or structure, often creating
a dramatic look. These
circle-shaped lights also
are great at illuminating
walkways and driveways.

outdoor lighting option,
and these are often used
to light up long walkways
and pathways so it’s easier
and safer to navigate dark
areas at night.

Is landscape lighting a
job a DIYer can handle?

Many homeowners con-
sider a do-it-yourself ap-
proach when pondering a
potential home renovation,
and a landscape lighting
project is likely to inspire
such curiosity as well. The
home experts at HGTV note
that the feasibility of DIY
in regard to a landscape
lighting project depends on
the type of lighting home-
owners want to install and
where they want to install
it. Replacing an existing
electrical fixture may be
well within the skill ofa sea-
soned DIYer, but installing
a new fixture is a job best
left to the professionals.
Homeowners whose homes
currently have no or very
little landscape lighting are
almost certainly better off
working with a profession-
al. Solar lighting that does
not require any electrical
work can be installed quick-
ly and easily by anyone, but
such options may not pro-
vide the look homeowners
are aiming for.

How much lighting is
necessary?

The amount of lighting
homeowners want to in-
stall is up to them. If the
home currently has little
or no landscape lighting,
a consultation with a
professional can help to
determine how much light-
ing to install and where to
install it. When discussing
landscape lighting, home-
owners may want to inquire
about dimmers. Dimmers
can increase or decrease
lighting depending on the
situation. For example,

homeowners may want a
little extra light during a
party, but less when relax-
ing alone outside at night.

Dimmers allow homeown-
ers to adjust as necessary.

Landscape lighting is a
popular home renovation

trend. Homeowners con-
sidering adding landscape
lighting to their property
are urged to work with
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in Cambridge daily

Factory Built in Cambridge ~ Construction
e Ranch, Two Story, Cape Cod, ® Individual Color Selections
Duplex, Apartment Units e Custom Designs

CSI Homes
866.937.5544

P.O. Box 138, Cambridge, IL. 61238
www.csihomesonline.com

Visit our model homes
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a skilled professional to
devise and install a set-up
that makes their homes
more appealing at night.

Tree Removal ¢ Lawn Care J Mowmg
Stump Grinding ¢ Senior Citizen Discount
Spring & Fall Clean Up
Residential & Commercial ¢ Fully Insured

(815) 878-7504
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