
WEDNESDAY

89 64
HIGH

KNOW IT 
TODAY

Ricketts receives 
collegiate award
RTHS alum Greg Ricketts 
earned the Central College 
Service Award for the 
2022-23 school year. 
Page 7

WEATHER

LOW

• GERALD E. HALVERSON 
 
                         See page 4

OBITUARIES

• FARM & FLEET 
 

INSERTS

Local News.................2, 3, 5
Obituaries............................4
Opinion................................6
Community.........................7

INSIDE

MIDWEEK EDITION |  WWW.ROCHELLENEWS-LEADER.COM

Hub doubles 
team competes 
at state meet 
                   SEE SPORTS

Rochelle School 
District retirees 
recognized 
                      PAGE 2

THURSDAY

89 66
HIGH LOW

FRIDAY

90 65
HIGH LOW

SATURDAY

91 65
HIGH LOW

Today’s RNL issue
sponsored by 
Community 
Unity
member:

Vol. 104 • No. 10

501 S. Steward Road No. 100
815-562-2360

 LOCAL NEWS...  LOCAL VIEWS                           WEDNESDAY, MAY 31, 2023                              $1.25

Today’s RNL issue
sponsored by 
Community 
Unity
member:

257 W. Stephanie Drive
815-758-8998

COME SEE YOUR FR  ENDS

Brent Ohlinger
Community President

NMLS#454385

David Eckhardt
Vice President/Loan Officer

NMLS#454387

304 EAST HIGHWAY 38
ROCHELLE 

firststatebank.biz l 815.562.2200 

Byron  •  Oregon  •  Rochelle  •  Rockford  •  Roscoe/Rockton  •  Stillman Valley
Member FDIC

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Ro-
chelle Township High 
School held its graduation 
ceremony for the class of 
2023 on Saturday morning 
on the football field. The 
event included a perfor-
mance by the RTHS choir 
and speeches by Principal 
Chris Lewis and students 
Miraya Montes and Paul 
Swartz. 

Lewis said the overall 
success of the school is 
“greatly influenced” by its 
senior class. As the commu-
nity gathered to celebrate 
the class of 2023’s success, 
Lewis thanked parents and 
families for their work over 
the past four years. 

“Think back to all the 
times spent helping with 
homework, especially 
when it was due the next 
day and the deadline was 
known for a long time,” 
Lewis said. “Think of all 
the running back and forth 
to attend events. Think of 
all the weekends gone sup-
porting your kids. You have 
provided support, guidance 
and encouragement during 
this journey while also 
trying to protect them. You 
have made it with them, and 
now you’re ready for their 
next chapter in life. You 

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Me-
morial Day was celebrated 
on Monday in Rochelle 
with a parade and ceremony 
at the Veterans War Memo-
rial at Lawnridge Cemetery 
that featured speeches by 
Mayor John Bearrows and 
representatives of VFW 
Post 3878 and American 
Legion Post 403.

“On Memorial Day, we 
reflect on and share the 
experiences of our fallen 
loved ones,” Bearrows said. 
“But tomorrow and on all 
the days to follow, we must 
act. Let us carry their sac-
rifice with us in our hearts 
and strive to honor them 
and carry their memory by 
being good, faithful, hope-
ful, strong and committed 
to a brighter future for all.”

American Legion Post 
403 Commander John Gru-
ben spoke at the event and 
shared the tradition of the 
POW/MIA Missing Man 
Table, symbolizing miss-
ing members of America’s 
armed forces.

“This small table occu-
pies a space of dignity and 
honor,” Gruben said. “It is 

RTHS holds 2023 graduation ceremony
Principal Lewis: ‘The world awaits you in your new chapter in life’

Rochelle Township High School held its graduation ceremony for the class of 2023 on Saturday morning on 
the football field. The event included a performance by the RTHS choir and speeches by Principal Chris Lewis 
and students Miraya Montes and Paul Swartz. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

should all be very proud.”
Since their first day of 

school on Aug. 14, 2019, 
the class of 2023 spent 704 
days in school. 

“At that time, it seemed 
like an eternity,” Lewis said. 
“But now you’re going to 
walk across this stage as an 
RTHS alumni. Time flies 

when you’re having fun. 
We’re graduating many 
talented individuals today. 
Think back to all of your 
accomplishments you have 
made individually or as a 
group. The class of 2023 
has exceeded expectations 
and you left an outstanding 
mark on RTHS. The world 

awaits you in your new 
chapter in life.”

Fourteen Rochelle 
Township High School 
students were honored 
under the latin honor sys-
tem for having a 4.0 grade 
point average or higher with 
summa cum laude honors. 
They included Cheryl Bi-

alas, Casandra Garcia-Soto, 
John Green, Anastasia Har-
vey, Thomas Koziol, Mon-
tes, Isabella Nauman, Zalak 
Patel, Layla Pelan, Gissele 
Robles, Samantha Sanford, 
Swartz, David Wanner and 
Marisa Whaley. 

See RTHS page 3

Memorial Day 2023 celebrated on Monday
Gruben: ‘Let us remember and never forget their sacrifice’

Memorial Day was celebrated on Monday in Rochelle with a parade and ceremony at the Veterans War 
Memorial at Lawnridge Cemetery that featured speeches by Mayor John Bearrows and representatives of 
VFW Post 3878 and American Legion Post 403.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

set for one, symbolizing 
that members of our armed 
forces are missing from 
our ranks. We call them 
comrades. They are unable 
to be with their loved ones 

and families. So we join to 
pay humble tribute to them 
and bear witness to their 
continued absence. Let us 
remember and never forget 
their sacrifice.”

Rochelle Veterans War 
Memorial President Chuck 
Roberts spoke about the 
memorial coming to be. 
It features 872 engraved 
bricks with names of vet-

erans from all branches. 
Bricks are added before 
Memorial Day and Veter-
ans Day. 

See MEMORIAL pg 5
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RETIREMENTRETIREMENT
Open House

In Honor of
Pastor Douglas & Denise Cowan 
 
Saturday, June 10, 2023
1 PM - 3 PM
 
First Baptist Church
810 Woolf Court 
Rochelle

Rochelle Elementary School District retirees: Rick Bearrows, Michael DePriester, Laurie Haub, Melanie Nantz, Tammy Mellor, Holly Duthie, Melissa Frankfother, 
Sheryl Casey and Susanna Guzman-Holland. (below) Also retiring are RTHS Special Projects Director Vicki Snyder-Chura and Counselor Laurie Pillen (above right) and 
Rochelle school bus drivers Marilyn Zickur and Ronda Threlkeld (above left).

(COURTESY PHOTOS)

ROCHELLE — Re-
tiring employees of both 
the Rochelle Elementary 
School District and the 
Rochelle Township High 
School District were rec-
ognized recently as they 
finished up their careers. 

Certified educators that 
retired included Maria 
Lopez-Galvan, preschool 
teacher, 11 years), Sheryl 
Casey (third grade teach-
er, 18 years), Suzanna 
Guzman-Holland (title 
one reading teacher, 18 
years), Sue Sage (special 
education/focus house 
teacher, 18 years), Holli 
Duthie (elementary spe-
cial education teacher 25 
years), Tammy Mellor 
(third grade teacher, 29 
years), Melissa Frankfo-
ther (fifth grade teacher, 
32 years) and Laurie 
Pillen (RTHS guidance 
counselor/speech coach, 
38 years). 

Retiring noncertified 
employees include Rick 
Bearrows (school lunch/

mail delivery, five years), 
Melanie Nantz (elementa-
ry cafeteria cook, seven 
years), Marilyn Zickur 
(bus driver, 10 years), 
Jane Saenz (paraprofes-
sional (16 years), Judi 
Rand (middle school 
secretary, 23 years), Lau-
rie Haub (middle school 
secretary, 24 years), Sher-
ri Smith (transportation 
director, 25 years), Mi-
chael DePriester (elemen-
tary custodian, 31 years), 
Sandra Hickey (elemen-
tary cafeteria cook, 33 
years), Ronda Threlkeld 
(bus driver, 36 years) 
and Vicki Snyder-Chura 
(RTHS special projects, 
37.5 years). 

Certificated employ-
ees across both districts 
totaled 189 years of teach-
ing/counseling and non-
certificated employees 
totaled 247.5 years of ser-
vice to Rochelle Schools 
families. Combined, re-
tirees totaled 436.5 years 
of service.

Rochelle School Districts wish retirees well

MALTA — Kishwau-
kee College has named 
Davut Hanveliyev as the 
winner of the 2023 Gandhi/
King Peace Scholarship. 
Hanveliyev was selected 
after submitting an essay 
where contestants were 
asked to outline a plan for 
a nonviolent response to 
the problems of hate and 
discrimination and draw 
upon the lives and writings 
of Mahatma Gandhi and 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Hanveliyev, of DeKalb, 
received a $500 Kish 
scholarship for the spring 
2023 semester, a certificate 
of achievement, and was 
recognized at the April 

board of trustees meeting. 
His entry was forwarded 
to the Illinois Commu-
nity College Trustees 
Association (ICCTA) for 
consideration in the state-
wide Gandhi/King Peace 
Scholarship competition.

“It is the diversity of 
people that adds an en-
riching element to any 
society, making it vibrant. 
Therefore, this enriching 
element should be ac-
knowledged as an achieve-
ment,” Hanveliyev wrote 
in his essay.

Hanveliyev said he 
saw the essay prompt as 
an opportunity to share 
his perspective on social 
justice issues based on 
his exposure to different 
cultures outside the United 
States.

“I hope that this essay 
will help raise conscious-
ness about how mutual re-
spect and a commitment to 
nonviolence could lead us 
to build a society whose di-
verse members can thrive 
and develop themselves 
both intellectually and 
socially,” Hanveliyev said.

Currently studying 
computer science at Kish, 
Hanveliyev plans to earn 
an associate degree and 
graduate next spring be-
fore transferring to a four-
year college to pursue a 
bachelor’s degree. He said 
he was drawn to Kish after 
talking with alumni about 
the support provided to 
its diverse student popu-
lation.

To read Hanveliyev’s 
essay in its entirety, vis-
it kish.edu/iccta.

Kish names Hanveliyev winner of 
Gandhi/King Peace Scholarship
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RTHS Counselor and 
RTHS Alumni Associa-
tion representative Laurie 
Pillen then presented those 
14 students with Carney 
Rs. 

“I’m honored to be 
representing the RTHS 
Alumni Association this 
morning and offer their 
congratulations to the 
entire class of 2023,” Pil-
len said. “In a few short 
minutes, you will all be 
RTHS graduates, which 
makes you RTHS alumni 
and official members of 
the RTHS Alumni Asso-
ciation.”

Montes spoke about 
the journey the class of 
2023 made that included 
navigating the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

“We lived in a world 
that had been shut down 
during the historic world-
wide pandemic and be-
cause of that, we learned to 
be resilient,” Montes said. 
“We are all ready to face 
the real world, because 

we already have. Through 
all the battles we’ve been 
through, we persevered 
and were successful. I’m 
so proud to be part of this 
year’s graduating class. To 
the senior class of 2023, 
congratulations. We can 
finally say we made it 
through high school.”

Swartz said that the 
most important thing 
RTHS taught him was 
appreciating his today, 
and despite a pandemic-al-
tered school experience, 
he didn’t feel like he 
missed out on any expe-
riences or opportunities. 
He thanked staff and the 
RTHS administration for 
their time and efforts since 
2019. 

“Through their com-
bined efforts, they have 
fostered an environment in 
which anyone and every-
one can feel comfortable 
and welcomed,” Swartz 
said, “But more than any-
one, I owe my exceptional 
high school experience 
to the people seated in 
the chairs in front of me. 

You welcomed me when 
I was going from a middle 
school graduating class of 
10 to a freshman class of 
200. You helped me get 
through the pandemic, 
one of the most isolating 
experiences anyone has 
ever had to deal with. Each 
and every one of you has 
had a part to play in the 
person that I am now.”

To close his speech, 
Swartz looked across the 
parking lot to the school 
and told the crowd what 
he saw.

“I know that building 
isn’t a school,” Swartz 
said. “That building that 
I spent four years of my 
life in and made lifelong 
friends in is a hub. A hub 
of education, sports, clubs, 
organizations and most of 
all, it’s a hub of people. 
A hub where people of 
all different backgrounds 
come together to make 
something truly beautiful. 
That is the hub that I’m 
proud to be a part of. That 
is the hub that I will always 
be proud to be.”

RTHS Principal Dr. Chris Lewis said the overall success of the school is “greatly influenced” by its senior class. As the community gathered to celebrate the class of 2023’s 
success, Lewis thanked parents and families for their work over the past four years. 

(PHOTOS BY JEFF HELFRICH)

RTHS: Graduation ceremony held on Saturday morning

Since their first day of school on Aug. 14, 2019, the Rochelle Township High 
School Class of 2023 spent 704 days in school. Above is a graduating senior 
receiving her diploma from RTHS Board Member Jeff Tilton.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

OREGON — Ogle 
County Collector Tiffany 
O’Brien, wants to remind 
property owners that the 
first installment of their 
property tax bill is due 
Thursday, June 8. Pay-
ment methods include 
cash or check (payable to 
Ogle County Collector). 
In-person payments can 
be made at the treasurer’s 
office located in the “old” 
Courthouse at 105 S. 5th St., 
Suite 114, Oregon or at any 
bank in Ogle County. 

Office hours are 8:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Mon-
day-Friday excluding holi-
days.  Their mailing address 
is Ogle County Collector, 
P.O. Box 40, Oregon, IL 
61061. Mailed payments 
must be postmarked by the 
due date to be considered 
timely. Late payments will 
incur a fee of 1.5 percent per 
month or part of a month 
after the due date and must 
be remitted by mail or at the 
collector’s office. Collector 
O’Brien’s office is also of-

fering the option of online 
credit card payments. You 
may get to this site by go-
ing to www.oglecountyil.
gov and then selecting the 
Treasurer’s department. 
Choose the Online Tax 
Payments link and click the 
Pay Now button. Fill in the 
information as prompted. 

Be sure to receive a pay-
ment confirmation for your 
records.  Please note that 
this service carries a fee; re-
view the convenience fees 
prior to making payment.  

First property tax bill 
installment due June 8
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ROCHELLE — The 
following names were 

winners of our annual 
Kids Create an Ad contest. 

Kids Create an Ad winners announced

DEKALB — Gerald 
E. Halverson of DeKalb 
passed away on May 24, 
2023, at home surrounded 
by his loving family.  He 
was born on April 26, 
1940, in DeKalb.

He was preceded in 
death by his father, Joseph 
Hegland, his mother, Leo-
na Halverson, his stepfa-
ther John Halverson, his 
brother Roger, his nephew 
Matthew, two stepbroth-
ers, one stepsister and his 
daughter-in-law, Adriana 
Halverson.

He was employed as a 
union plumber and pipe-
fitter for over 40 years.  
He honorably served in 
the U.S. Navy from 1958-
1961.

He enjoyed golfing, 
bowling, was an avid 
sports and trivia fan, par-
ticularly of the Chicago 

White Sox.  He proudly 
supported his sons’ musi-
cal and artistic endeavors 
and his daughter’s health 
care career.  He also en-
joyed the company of his 
four grandchildren, who 
visited often.  He was very 
active in the local church 
community at Trinity Lu-
theran Church.

He is survived by his 
wife of 60 years, Marcia, 
and their four children 
– Brian, Bruce, Rhonda 
(Tony Koach) & Randy 
(Wanda Coriano).  His 
four grandchildren – John 
& Valerie Koach, Tyler 
& Jagger Halverson, and 
several nieces and neph-
ews.

In lieu of flowers, a me-
morial is being established 
in the name of Gerald 
E. Halverson, in care of 
Anderson Funeral Home.

Visitation will be at 
Anderson Funeral Home 
in DeKalb – Friday, June 
2, 2023, from 4-7pm.

Funeral service will 
be at Trinity Lutheran 
Church, 303 South Sev-
enth Street, DeKalb, IL 
–Saturday, June 3, 2023, 
at 10am.

Burial will follow at 
Woodlawn Cemetery in 
Creston.

For information, visit 
www.AndersonFuner-
alHomeLtd.com or call 
815-756-1022.

Obituaries

Gerald E. Halverson

ROCHELLE — On 
May 22 at 12:02 a.m. Ben-
jamin Cruz-Lezama, 33, of 
Rochelle was arrested for 
driving while license sus-
pended. He was released 
on an I-Bond with a June 
23 Rochelle court date.

On May 22 at 4:55 p.m. 
Michael D. Kosche, 56, 
of Rochelle was arrested 
for driving while license 
revoked, fleeing to elude 
and cited for improper lane 
usage. He was released on 
an I-Bond with a June 23 
Rochelle court date.

On May 22 at 2:25 p.m. 
Norman Lawrence, 59, of 
Middleton was cited for 
failure to yield right of 
way. He signed a promise 
to comply and was given 

a June 23 Rochelle court 
date.

On May 25 at 9:17 p.m. 
Cole H. Smith, 35, of Ro-
chelle was arrested for no 
valid driver’s license. He 
was released on an I-Bond 
with a July 7 Rochelle 
court date.

On May 26 at 2:37 
p.m. Daniel Garcia, 35, 
of Rochelle was arrested 
for driving while license 
suspended and cited for 
operating an uninsured 
motor vehicle. He was 
released on an I-Bond 
with a June 23 Rochelle 
court date.

On May 27 at 7:38 p.m. 
Amanda Nuckles, 30, of 
Rochelle was arrested 
for retail theft. She was 

released on an I-Bond with 
a June 23 Ogle County 
court date.

On May 28 at 12:39 
a.m. Jennifer Stark, 37, 
of Rochelle was arrested 
for criminal trespass and 
transferred.

On May 28 at 11:35 
p.m. Jonna Shaw, 37, of 
Rochelle was arrested for 
two counts of domestic 
battery and transferred.

On May 29 at 9:16 
p.m. Isaiah J. Ramos, 26, 
of Rochelle was cited for 
speeding. He signed a 
promise to comply and 
given a July 7 Rochelle 
court date.

All individuals are con-
sidered innocent until 
proven guilty. 

OREGON — On May 
24 at approximately 12:47 
p.m. deputies received a 
report of theft at the Lost 
Nation Golf Club. After a 
brief investigation, depu-
ties located and arrested 
Benjamin Rhodes, 44, of 
Dixon for theft under $500. 
Rhodes also had two active 
Lee County warrants for 
failure to appear. Rhodes 
was transported to the Ogle 
County Jail and held in lieu 
of bond.

On May 26 at approx-
imately 11:54 a.m. dep-
uties conducted a traffic 
stop in the 5,000 block of 
Illinois Route 251.  After 
an investigation, deputies 
arrested Jessy Mefford, 
32, of Freeport for driving 
while license revoked, ob-
structing a peace officer, no 
insurance, expired registra-
tion and an active warrant 
out of Whiteside County 
and Winnebago County.  
Mefford was transported 
to the Ogle County Jail 
where he is being held in 
lieu of bond.

On May 27 at approxi-
mately 5:20 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop in 
the 4,000 block of Queens 
Road. After an investi-
gation, deputies arrested 
Justin Dueringer, 35, of 
Kings for driving while 
license revoked. Dueringer 
was transported to the Ogle 
County Jail where he was 
held in lieu of bond.

On May 27 at approxi-
mately 7:08 a.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop 
in the 9,000 block of East 
Illinois Route 72. After 
an investigation, deputies 
cited Billy Wilson, 34, of 
Rockford for driving while 
license suspended.  Wil-
son’s vehicle was towed 
from the scene, and he was 
given an I-bond. Wilson 
was released from the 
scene. 

On May 27 at approx-
imately 2:45 p.m., dep-
uties and the Forreston 
Police Department, along 
with Forreston Fire and 
EMS and Shannon EMS 
responded to Coffman 
Road and Illinois Route 

26 regarding a two-vehicle 
accident. After an inves-
tigation, Jeremy Harnish, 
47, of Freeport, was ar-
rested for driving under the 
influence of alcohol. 

Harnish was also cited 
for failure to reduce speed 
to avoid an accident, failure 
to stop at an intersection 
and operating an uninsured 
motor vehicle. Harnish was 
transported to the Ogle 
County Jail, where he was 
held in lieu of bond. The 
driver and occupants of 
the second vehicle were 
transported to FHN by For-
reston EMS and Shannon 
EMS for non-life-threaten-
ing injuries.

On May 27 at 5:40 
p.m. deputies conducted 
a traffic stop in the 2,000 
block of North Freeport 
Road. As a result, Kaci L. 
Woodard, 38, of Shannon 
was arrested for driving 
while license suspended. 
Woodard was additional-
ly cited for operating an 
uninsured motor vehicle. 
Woodard was released on 
an I-Bond with a court date 
to appear.

On May 27 at approxi-
mately 11:11 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop on 
Interstate 39 at mile marker 
107 northbound.  After 
investigation, deputies 
placed Jose Aguilar-Beni-
tez, 29, of Belvidere under 
arrest for driving under the 
influence of alcohol. Agu-
ilar-Benitez was addi-
tionally issued citations 
for improper lane usage, 
improper turn signal and 
no splash guards when 
required. Aguilar-Benitez 
was transported to the Ogle 
County Jail where he was 
held in lieu of bond. 

On May 28 at approxi-
mately 10:30 a.m. deputies 
with the assistance of Mt. 
Morris Police and Mt. Mor-
ris Fire/EMS responded 
to the 3,700 block of West 
Illinois Route 64 for the 
report of a motorcycle ac-
cident. After a brief inves-
tigation, it was determined 
that Isaac Kaltenbrun, 18, 
was illegally towing a 
motorcycle operated by 

James Kaltenbrun, 47, both 
of Mt. Morris, when James 
lost control and crashed 
onto the north shoulder of 
Illinois Route 64. James 
was transported to KSB 
Hospital in Dixon for 
non-life-threatening inju-
ries.  This incident remains 
under investigation.   

On May 28 at approxi-
mately 7:35 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop in 
the 7,000 block of West 
Illinois Route 64. After 
investigation, deputies 
placed Andrew Swift, 36, 
of Mt. Morris under arrest 
for an active Lee County 
failure to appear theft 
warrant and possession 
of methamphetamine less 
than five grams (class three 
felony) and possession of 
drug paraphernalia. Swift 
was transported to the Ogle 
County Jail where he was 
held pending a court ap-
pearance in front of a judge.

On May 29 at approxi-
mately 12:51 a.m. deputies 
along with Lynn Scott 
Rock EMS were dis-
patched to the intersection 
of North Illinois Route 
251 and Rolling Meadows 
Road for a two-vehicle ac-
cident involving a bicycle. 
After examining the scene, 
it was determined that a 
2013 Nissan Pathfinder, 
driven by Amanda Wallin, 
40, of Davis Junction, was 
traveling southbound on 
North Illinois Route 251. 

Wallin attempted to 
turn eastbound on Rolling 
Meadows Road, at which 
time she struck a bicyclist, 
identified as Dong Kim, 
61, of Des Plaines, who 
was traveling northbound 
through the intersection 
of North Illinois Route 
251 and Rolling Meadows 
Road. Kim was transported 
to Swedish American Hos-
pital where he was treated 
for minor injuries. Wallin 
was issued a citation for 
failure to yield at an inter-
section with a court date 
later next month.

All individuals are con-
sidered innocent until 
proven guilty in the court 
of law.

Rochelle Police Department

Officers issue arrests

Ogle County Sheriff’s Department

Deputies respond to theft 
at Lost Nation Golf Club

If you haven’t picked up 
your money, yet, please 
stop at the News-Leader 
office. 

Tanner Dixon, Rose 
Elston, Carolyn Licastro, 
Giancarlo Hurtado, Eve 
Simms, Caden Hatfield, 
Ty Vongsiri, Alexa Halv-
erson and Lilah (Eswood 
School). 

MALTA — The Alpha 
Rho Eta chapter of Phi 
Theta Kappa Honor So-
ciety (PTK) welcomed 27 
new members during the 
2022-2023 school year at 
Kishwaukee College. The 
chapter officially inducted 
eight of the new members 
in a candle-lighting cere-
mony held at the college 
on April 19.

PTK is the largest honor 
society in higher education, 
with more than 3.5 million 
members worldwide. The 
society recognizes the 
academic achievement 
of community college 
students and provides 
opportunities to grow as 
scholars and leaders. To 
be eligible, students must 
complete a minimum of 
12 credit hours towards 
an associate degree and 
earn a 3.5 GPA or higher. 
Students must maintain a 

high academic standing 
throughout their enroll-
ment at Kish. Membership 
is by invitation only.

The following Kish 
students participated in 
the spring 2023 ceremo-
ny: Kiley Higby, Autumn 
Kunkel, Michelle Martin, 
Makenzie Moser, David 
Negrete, Carrie Powers, 
Bethany Simpson and 
Jacqueline Tellez.

The spring 2023 induct-
ees and their guests were 
welcomed by Dr. Laurie 
Borowicz, president of 
Kishwaukee College; Dr. 
Tim Anderson, PTK chap-
ter advisor; Dr. Michelle 
Rothmeyer, vice president 
of studentservices and Bar-
bara Leach, interim vice 
president of instruction.

For more information 
on PTK at Kish, contact 
Anderson at tanderson@
kish.edu or 815-825-9484. 

Kishwaukee College Phi 
Theta Kappa Honor Society 
inducts new members
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Act by June 30, 2023 for this special subscription offer. 

Get a FREE Gas Card when you renew 
or start a News-Leader Subscription!

Clip the form below and mail it in with your check, or stop in our office 
to pay in person, or call in and pay with credit card over the phone.

Name: _____________________________________

Address: ___________________________________

City:  ________  State:  ____Zip:  ________________

Telephone:  _________________________________

Email:  _____________________________________
Offer valid for both new starts and renewals.  
Offer expires on Wednesday, June 30, 2023

$12 9
for 52 Weeks 

($10 Discount)

P.O. Box 46 - 211 Hwy. 38 East 
 Rochelle, IL 61068

815-561-2112

Plus

RNLSUBAD

...Get a Gas Gift Card 
from Clark gas station
Random amounts 

ranging from $5 to $20

1180 N. 7TH STREET • ROCHELLE

Gift Card

$5 to $20 denominations

From page 1

Flags for each branch 
are replaced twice a year. 
Once a year, flowers are 
planted around the me-
morial and maintained by 
volunteers.

VFW Post Commander 
Joe Drought then spoke to 
the crowd about the sym-
bolic grave at the event, 
representing the resting 
place of fallen service 
members. A ceremonial 
wreath was placed on the 
grave by veteran organiza-
tion representatives. 

Names of local veterans 
lost in the past year were 
read and the Girl Scouts 
and Boy Scouts placed 
a flower on the grave for 
each name.

Drought then played the 
bugle call Taps and a 21-
gun salute was performed 
to close the event.

VFW Commander Joe Drought (above left) spoke to the crowd about the symbolic grave at the event, representing the resting place of fallen service members. A 
ceremonial wreath was placed on the grave (above right) by veteran organization representatives. Names of local veterans lost in the past year were read and the Girl 
Scouts and Boy Scouts placed a flower on the grave for each name. A 21-gun salute was performed to close the event (below).

(PHOTOS BY JEFF HELFRICH)

MEMORIAL: Ceremony held at Lawnridge Cemetery on Monday
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Guest column

Scott
Reeder

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages responsible 
letters to the editor on subjects of interest to our 

readers. Editing may be necessary for space, clarity 
or to avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas will not 

be altered. All letters must bear the handwritten 
signature of the writer and include address and 
phone number or e-mail address for verification 
purposes. Neither the street address nor phone 
number will be printed. Letters should be typed 

or legibly handwritten, and no anonymous letters 
will be published. Any letters from boards or 

organizations must include at least one name of an 
individual. Any criticism of public officials should 

be limited to issues related strictly to their position 
or actions made in office, as personal attacks will 

not be published. Letters involving private disputes 
between the writer and a business will not be 

published. Political endorsements will be published, 

however letters from candidates endorsing 
themselves will not be printed. Letters may be 

dropped at the News-Leader office (211 IL Route 
38 East), mailed to the News-Leader (P.O. Box 46, 

Rochelle, IL 61068) or e-mailed (news@rochellenews-
leader.com.) The News-Leader reserves the right to 
edit or reject any letter to the editor for any reason, 

and letters chosen for publication do not necessarily 
reflect the views of this newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

IL Sen. Win Stoller
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-1942

U.S. Con. Darin
LaHood
1424 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-6201

* Denotes Chairman/President

IL Rep. Bradley Fritts
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes  bhayes@rochelleil.us
Rosaelia Arteaga  rarteaga@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                       dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us       
Benjamin Valdivieso   bvaldivieso@rochelleil.us

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Trisha Vaughn                                tvaughn@d231.rochelle.net
Dave Casey  dcasey@d231.rochelle.net
Steve Builta  sbuilta@d231.rochelle.net
Ashley Jackson                      ajackson@d231.rochelle.net
Stephanie White                        swhite@d231.rochelle.net
Javier Zepeda  jzepeda@d231.rochelle.net
Jennifer Thompson            jthompson@d231.rochelle.net

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas   bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Jeff Tilton  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Bobby Chadwick bobby.chadwick@rthsd212.org
Brent Ohlinger       bohlinger@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board
Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodie Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Austin Gillis  agillis@oglecounty.org
Dan Miller  dmiller@oglecounty.org
Joseph Simms  jsimms@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Jackie Ramsey jramsey@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney  skenney@oglecounty.org
David Williams  dwilliams@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
*Tom Byro  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Steve Katzman  skatzman@essex1.com
Mike Kerns  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Curt Ward  caward92@comcast.net
Mark Hibshman
Reid Elliot
Jennifer Payton

Hillcrest Village Board
*Richard Rhoads  rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pittman  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Dan Potter dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball  tball@hillcrestil.us
Jose Huerta  jhuerta@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
Sue Messer  flaggtwp@rochelle.net
Joanna Patrick  flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
Susan Rothenberger assessor@rochelle.net
Scott Seebach  scottseebach@gmail.com

Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle  noggle62@gmail.com
Eric Gruben  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hager  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
*Jaqueline Dickow dickow@comcast.net
Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net
Michael Scanlan scanlan@comcast.net
Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip          doobs12@comcast.net

ARE you preg-
nant? Are you 
planning to get 

pregnant? Are you in a 
relationship?

I squirmed uncomfort-
ably as my boss asked 
these questions to a final-
ist for a job opening. I’d 
identified the person as a 
promising journalist, but 
he wanted to do the final 
screening. 

The questions he asked 
had little to do with her 
experience and much to 
do with the candidate’s 
child-bearing plans. This 
incident happened more 
than a decade ago when I 
was in management for a 
different employer.

I would like to say that 
I stood up and interrupted 
the interrogation and said, 
“You can’t ask those ques-
tions.” But to my shame, 
I remained silent. I didn’t 
want to lose my job. 

Only a few months ear-
lier, the same boss became 
infuriated when another 
woman announced her 
pregnancy shortly after 
she’d been hired. 

He said he’d been 
“tricked” and “deceived” 
and that he wanted me to 

fire her. I wouldn’t. (Inter-
estingly enough, he could 
have fired her himself, but 
for some reason didn’t.) 

Instead, I spent near-
ly nine months being 
harangued daily by my 
supervisor about the wom-
an’s continued employ-
ment. It was a miserable 
experience. He was ges-
tating a grudge.

Call me a Pollyanna, 
but until this experience it 
never occurred to me that 
some employers would 
retaliate against a worker 
for getting pregnant. 

I grew up in a fami-
ly business. When my 
parents learned someone 
was expecting, it was 
considered a matter to cel-
ebrate. Yes, there was the 
inconvenience of finding 
someone to fill in during 
a maternity leave. But it 
never would have crossed 
their minds to penalize 
someone.

A few days ago, I read 
about Becky Hammon, 
the coach for the WNBA 
team the Las Vegas Aces, 
being suspended for mak-
ing inappropriate remarks 
about the pregnancy of one 
of her players, Dearica 

Hamby. 
Hamby alleged the 

Aces “bullied, manipu-
lated and discriminated 
against” her after she told 
the team she was pregnant.

“I was asked if I planned 
my pregnancy,” she wrote 
of the Aces in her state-
ment. “When I responded, 
‘no,’ I was then told that 
I ‘was not taking precau-
tions to not get pregnant.’”

Here’s a thought, it’s 
nobody else’s 
business whether 
a pregnancy is 
planned or not.

In fact, accord-
ing to the Gutt-
macher Institute, 
45 percent of all 
pregnancies in the 
United States are 
unintended. 

In other words, walk 
into any preschool and 
about half of the kids you 
will see were an oops. 
Or just look in the mirror 
and remember your own 
parents were probably 
batting .500.

But unplanned doesn’t 
necessarily mean unwant-
ed or unloved.  

One of the things that 
stands out about the Ham-

by story is that the abuse 
she allegedly endured 
came at the hands of an-
other woman. 

Her coach, Hammon, 
was a trailblazer in her 
own right. She was an 
Olympian, a professional 
basketball player, only 
the second female to be 
an assistant NBA coach, 
and she is one of the most 
highly -regarded coaches 
in the WNBA.

And yet, she 
apparently hassled 
another woman 
for getting preg-
nant. 

P e r h a p s  I 
should find this 
surprising. But 

when I was endur-
ing abuse from my 
own boss for not 

firing a pregnant worker, 
a female editor kept chim-
ing in, “I’ve seen pregnan-
cy just ruin otherwise good 
reporters.”

Her tone made one 
think she was describing 
a prize canine bred by 
the neighbors’ mutt right 
before competing in the 
Westminster Kennel Club 
Dog Show. Every time 
she’d say it, I’d roll my 

eyes and wonder how 
someone could be that 
stupid. 

Next month, a new 
federal law goes into 
effect that requires em-
ployers with more than 15 
employees to make rea-
sonable accommodations 
for pregnant workers. 
Such workers could not 
be denied employment 
opportunities or retaliated 
against for requesting a 
reasonable accommo-
dation.  My friend and 
Springfield native former 
U.S. Rep. Cheri Bustos 
helped spearhead that 
measure into law. 

“Like many women, I 
have seen the impact that it 
can have on a career when 
an employer refuses to 
consider accommodations 
for a pregnancy,” she said. 
“Years ago, when I was 
still early in my career, I 
was up for a promotion. 
At the time, I had two 
children at home. 

During my interview, 
I was asked if I had child 
care and if I planned to 
have more children. I re-
plied that I had everything 
in my personal life in the 
right place.

“Despite having more 
experience, an excellent 
track record and having 
been with my employer 
longer, weeks later it was 
announced that I did not 
get the promotion. The 
person who did was single, 
with no children at home.”

Bustos asked that I not 
identify the employer. 
That’s understandable. No 
one wants to talk badly 
about a former employer. 
And that’s why I, too, have 
held off on identifying the 
outfit where I had my bad 
experience.

But an interesting as-
pect of Bustos’ situation 
was that it was a female su-
pervisor who questioned 
her about whether she 
planned another pregnan-
cy. In my case, the pressure 
to fire a pregnant worker 
came from a man.

Discrimination can 
come from all quarters.
And that is why I’m glad 
we will soon have a law 
protecting all pregnant 
workers.

S c o t t  R e e d e r,  a 
staff writer for Illinois 
Times, can be reached 
at sreeder@illinoistimes.
com.

AMONG the four 
main branches 
of technology is 

communication technolo-
gy. It is the phenomena that 
occurs when humans use 
tools, machines, knowledge 
and resources to control 
their environment by send-
ing and receiving messages 
to other humans, or more 
simply to another location. 

Because communica-
tion technology has great 
influence over how we 
live our lives and how we 
interact with the rest of the 
world, it is important to 
take time to analyze and 
understand communication 
technology systems. By 
understanding more about 
these systems that shape 
our world, we can become 
more comfortable with 
using them, and adapting 
as they evolve and change. 

We can notice the simi-
larities and differences they 
have with other systems we 
are more familiar with. It 
feels awful to realize how 
powerful our communica-
tion systems have become 
and not understand any-
thing about how they work.

All communication 
technology involves mes-
sages. These messages are 
composed of data or infor-
mation which are general 
terms used to describe the 
message content. Data are 
relatively small, individual, 
unorganized and essentially 
useless “bits” of messages, 
while information is larger 
collections of organized 
data. 

If we think of a mes-
sage written by hand, data 
may be thought of as the 
individual letters we use. 
By themselves, the letters 
mean nothing except to 
represent a sound or the an-
cient idea from which they 
evolved from. But when 
combined in an organized 
way to create words and 
sentences, data becomes 
the information the written 
message contains.

Messages may contain 
pure information, ideas, 
emotions, or some com-
bination of them. You can 
think of pure information 
as strictly factual messages 
which lack creativity or 
emotion while ideas and 
emotions are messages 

that are uniquely human. 
Our ideas and emotions are 
those thoughts which define 
humans as being different 
from the other creatures of 
the earth and similar to all 
other human beings. 

Because the messages 
we communicate to one 
another are so unique-
ly human, they can be 
extremely powerful and 
transformative, enabling 
people to learn new ideas, 
or to be persuaded to take 
some action, or be caused to 
feel emotions. It is always 
essential for senders and 
receivers of messages to 
realize the power commu-
nication technology wields.

Once messages have 
been created by their send-
er, they need to be put into 
a form that can be trans-
mitted appropriate to the 
communication system 
used. This process is called 
“encoding”, and can be 
very complex depending 
on the system that is used 
to transmit the message. 
For example, if the original 
message is the sound of a 
human voice singing or 
talking, the vibrations of 

the sound energy from that 
voice may be encoded onto 
a 33-rpm LP or 45-rpm re-
cording (sorry if you don’t 
know what that is!) using a 
very narrow groove pressed 
into the vinyl plastic. 

Or, the sound of the hu-
man voice may be encoded 
into vibrations by a tin can 
and a taught fishing line 
by a “tin can phone”. Or, 
human voice sounds can be 
encoded into radio waves 
by a cellular phone. There 
are thousands of ways to 
encode messages, but their 
encoding needs to be related 
to how they are transmitted.

Transmitting messag-
es is the next step in the 
process. You may think of 
transmission as the pipeline 
through which the encoded 
message flows. Transmit-
ting a postal mail includes 
all the steps the postal 
service has to collect, sort, 
and deliver the physical 
envelopes and packages 
they handle every day. 

Transmitting a Zoom 
meeting involves all the 
electrical signals, routers, 
telephone or fiber optic 
cables and other equipment 

and machines used for the 
internet. Transmitting a 
television news broadcast 
can involve electromagnet-
ic energy traveling through 
the atmosphere and TV 
antennas.

Eventually the encoded 
and transmitted message 
must then be “decoded” 
at the receiving end of the 
line. Some devices, like 
an automobile radio, are 
designed to only receive 
and decode radio messages. 
Other more modern equip-
ment can both receive and 
transmit messages. These 
kinds of devices are called 
“transceivers”, appropri-
ately. Decoding a message 
is very much like the oppo-
site of encoding, although 
it differs in the specific 
hardware technology used. 
But some devices, like 
the old fashioned tin can 
phone, use the exact same 
technology to encode and 
decode messages. Amazing 
and brilliant simplicity at 
its finest!

Of course nearly all 
of our communication 
systems these days rely 
on the support and main-

tenance of the necessary 
infrastructure. People who 
provide customer support, 
sell equipment, repair and 
maintain communication 
wires and towers, and 
countless others are es-
sential to keep the systems 
running. 

Just think about where 
we would be if not for that 
support! Try to imagine 
your life without messag-
es…what a lonely and 
boring place it would be! 
We have built incredibly 
complex communication 
technology to deliver our 
messages of facts, ideas and 
emotions for good reason: 
To maintain a full life in 
which we are in touch with 
each other.

Kurt Wolter has studied 
and taught technology 
- including production, 
transportation, energy, and 
communication - for over 
30 years. He enjoys trying 
to better understand tech-
nology and its past, pres-
ent, and future while also 
attempting journalism. He 
can be reached by email at 
technohistory100@gmail.
com.

New law prohibiting discrimination against pregnant workers

Communication technology messages
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Coffee Break
Call 815-561-2151 to submit names for birthdays and anniversaries

Birthdays & Anniversaries
June 1 
Brandi Ferrari 
Nina Ramos 
 
June 3 
Isabella Shake 
 
June 4 
Barb Manning 
 
June 6 
Chonito Astudillo 
 
June 7 
Jacob Seldal 
Keli Perez 
Lyle & Ruth Allen 
(anniversary) 
 
June 8 
Scarlet Jones 

June 9 
Minnie Losoya 
Sammy Navejas 
 
June 10 
Eleanor Kulwicki 
Tanya Sage 
 
June 11 
Caleb Smith 
Emmalyn 
Eggenburg 
 
June 12 
Robby Lang 
 
June 13 
Chrissy Norris 
Jaelyn Gonzales 
 
June 14 
Nicholas Oleson 
Gabe Aleman 

June 15 
Brayden Moser 
 
June 16 
John & Carolyn 
Overstreet 
(anniversary) 
Anna Norris 
 
June 17 
Ellie Sherburne 
 
June 19 
Eddie Villalobos 
 
June 22 
Betty Armstrong 
Isaac Bonilla 
 

June 25 
Chyanne Bozek 
Cruz Hord 
Teresa Baker 
Treavon Huff 
David & Courtney 
Jones (anniversary) 
 
June 27 
Brittany Sullivan 
Gary & Rachelle 
Phillips 
(anniversary) 
 
June 28 
Grace Sherburne 
Greg Danekas 
Harold Sanders 
 
June 29 
Derek Oleson

May 5 - Ronny Alvarez, DeKalb, $25

May 6 - John Zhe, Rochelle, $25

May 7 - RACF, $50

May 8 - Shelly Crownheart, Sterling, $25

May 9 - City of Rochelle, $25

May 10 - The Kitchen Table, $25

May 11 - John Dreska, Lindenwood, $25

May 12 - Charlie Boonstra, Dixon, $25

May 13 - RACF, $25

May 14 - Alexis Wooden, Paw Paw, $500

May 15 - HOPE of Ogle County, $25

May 16 - Brittani Lambrecht, South Beloit, $25

May 17 - Tammy Burke, Oregon, $25

May 18 - Megan Dempsey, Dixon, $25

May 19 - From the Heart, Rochelle, $25

May 20 - RACF, $25

May 21 - Rochelle Fire Fighter Social, $50

May 22 - Zekelman Employee, $25

May 23 - Merrick Jacobs, Glendale, AZ, $25

May 24 - Dustin Shafer, Rochelle, $25

May 25 - Justin May, Byron, $25
 
May 26 - Zekelman Employee, $25

May 27 - Judy Connolly, Rochelle, $25

May 28 - Robert Thompson, Rochelle, $50

May 29 - Louise Reinke, Rochelle, $1,000
 
May 30 - Kevin Reilly, Hoffman Estates, $25

May 31 - Chicagoland Skydiving, $25

ROCHELLE — The 
Municipal Band will be 
performing its first con-
cert as part of the City of 
Rochelle-funded 2023 
Municipal Band Concert 
Series Wednesday, May 
31 at The Atwood Park 
Band Shell at 7:30 p.m. 
Each concert you will 
hear a blend of marches, 
overtures, musicals and 
sound tracks of popular 
movies as well as tradi-
tional concert band liter-
ature.  All of the concerts 

are listed below.  
Wednesday, June 21 

concert, 7:30 p.m., Band 
Shell, Atwood Park.

Sunday, July 2, 4 of 
July Concert, 8 p.m., 
Band Shell, Atwood Park. 

Wednesday, July 19 
concert, 7:30 p.m., Band 
Shell, Atwood Park.

Wednesday, July 26, 
final concert, 7:30 p.m., 
Band Shell, Atwood Park.

As always mark your 
calendar every Wednes-
day evening to spend an 

evening at the park for an 
enjoyable blend of live 
music. This summer’s 
special concerts include 
on June 14, Kishwaukee 
River Stompers. Zephan 
Drew, a local Rochelle 
Township High School 
alumnus, is a member of 
this group; June 28, The 
Bluegrass Reunion Band, 
a returning favorite; and 
July 14 The Footstomp-
ers, a group that consists 
of singers, percussion 
“toys”, accordion, banjo 

and bass.  This will be 
their last year after en-
tertaining crowds all of 
the Midwest for 50 years. 
They play a balance of 
polka, Dixie Land and 
other old American fa-
vorites. All concerts are 
free. Bring a lawn chair, 
invite a friend, and make 
it a family outing.

The Municipal Band is 
under the direction of Ron 
Duval, retired director of 
bands and music depart-
ment chair at RTHS.

Municipal Band summer schedule set

PELLA, Iowa — Cen-
tral College’s Student De-
velopment office released 
the 2023 student leadership 

awards. This year 95 nomi-
nations were received from 
students, staff and faculty. 
A panel of faculty and staff 

reviewed the nominations 
and selected awardees.

Central recognized 
outstanding students and 

groups during the annual 
leadership awards program.

Service Award: Greg 
Ricketts, Class of 2023. 

Ricketts wins Central College Service Award 

ATCHISON, Kan. 
— Benedictine College 
has recognized those 
students who have dis-
tinguished themselves 

academically during the 
last semester. 

Juliana Vowels of 
Rochelle was recently 
named to the dean’s list 

for the spring semester, 
which ended May 9.

Full-t ime students 
with 12 hours and a grade 
point average of 3.5 are 

named to the dean’s list. 
Of the 2,234 students on 
campus for 2022-2023 
academic year, 698 made 
the dean’s list.

Vowels receives academic honor from Benedictine College
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Dine In • Carry Out •  

• Home Delivery • Pizza • Pastas • 

• Sandwiches • Salads •  

• and Lots More!

Taste The  
TRADITION

Taste The  
DIFFERENCE

815-562-331212262022

Voted Best:  Pizza, Family Restaurant, Italian 
Restaurant, Pasta, & Appetizer

PLUMBING & HEATING, INC.

621 1st Ave. • Rochelle, IL 61068

email: aphc621@yahoo.com
Lic. No.
058-08789-1

Voted Best:  Plumbing Company & HVAC Company

12262022
516 Fourth Ave. | Rochelle, IL 

815-440-1224 | 815-561-6861 | carolyn@brownstaxoffi ce.com

Brown’s Tax Service
Carolyn Brown

Voted Best:  Tax Service

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
209 Powers Road
Rochelle, IL 61068

815-762-7555

12262022

Voted Best:  Carpet Cleaning Business

815-384-3620815-384-3620
headons2go.comheadons2go.com

103 N. Main Street | Creston103 N. Main Street | Creston

LIKE AND FOLLOW US ON

FACEBOOK

Tues-Fri - 9a-5:30pTues-Fri - 9a-5:30p
Sat - 9a-4pSat - 9a-4p

12262022

Voted Best:  Butcher Shop, Steak, & Brat

12262022

• Karaoke • Video Gaming • Game Room • Daily Drink Specials
Sun 11am-11pm • Mon-Wed 10am-1am • Thurs-Sat 10am-2am

411 Cherry Ave. • Rochelle, IL • 815-562-6568

Kenny’s PlaceKenny’s Place
Best 

Karaoke in 
Ogle County

Voted Best:  Karaoke Bar

7034 S. Klondike Road, Rochelle • 815-561-9074
kitchentablerochelle@gmail.com • volunteer@kitchentablerochelle.org 

kitchentablerochelle.org
12262022

Donation &  
Volunteer-Based 

Eatery and  
Community  

Pay-What-You-
Can Cafe

Voted Best:  Non-Profit

12262022

209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL

www.meyersfurniture.com
(815) 562-8792

Voted Best:  Furniture Store & Moving Service

Byron • Oregon • Rochelle • Rockford • Roscoe/Rockton • Stillman Valley

Best Financial Planner
Best Lender
Best Local Bank

www.stillmanbank.com

Voted Best:  Bank, Local Lender & Financial Advisor

OGLE COUNTY

BEST OF
2022STOP BY THESE 

BUSINESSES 
and see why they were VOTED  

#1 in Ogle County!

BESTOF2022MONTHLY
Eric Arnquist, Russell Crull & David TessEric Arnquist, Russell Crull & David Tess

Tess, Crull & ArnquistArnquistTess, Crull & Tess, Crull & 
Attorneys At Law

www.tesscrulllaw.com

815-562-8754815-562-8754
1090 N. 7th St.
Rochelle

Voted Best:  Attorney Office
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SPORTS HUBS PLAY AT STATE
 
Seniors David Wanner and Owen Haas 
compete at IHSA State Championship. 
 
See page 2 for more details
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RTHS Girls Soccer

Rochelle scores seven wins
Leading goal-scorer Lara headlines Lady Hubs eligible to return next season

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — Ex-
perience in the back row 
was the building block 
of a seven-win season 
for the Rochelle Lady 
Hub varsity soccer team 
this spring. With a trio 
of starting defenders 
graduating from the 2023 
roster, head coach Brad 
Male will look to return-
ing players for continued 
growth.

The Lady Hubs fin-
ished with a 7-10 overall 
record as well as a 3-3 
record in the Interstate 8 
Conference this season. 
Rochelle took fifth in 
the conference tourna-
ment and recorded wins 
over Plano, Ottawa and 
LaSalle-Peru in the reg-
ular-season portion of the 
conference schedule. The 
Lady Hubs secured non-
conference wins against 
Mendota and Sterling 
before ending the regular 
season with a historic 
13-0 nonconference vic-
tory over Pecatonica on 
Senior Night.

“I was pleased with 
the effort our girls gave 
this season,” Male said. 
“We’re always hoping 
for a better showing, but 
I thought we played hard 

and we did the best we 
could with the group we 
had. We will lose three of 
our defenders who were 
a key part of our suc-
cess this season and it’s 
always tough replacing 
a group like that. I think 
we have a lot of commit-
ment from the girls who 
are coming up and I’m 
hoping that some of those 
girls will be able to step 
into those roles.”

Rochelle will lose a 
large senior class com-
posed mostly of starting 
defenders Abby Tarve-
stad, Kailey Harris and 
Jasmin Hernandez as 
well as reserve defender 
Lupita Rocha. Midfielder 
Mavi Avila (seven goals 
and two assists) will also 
depart for the Lady Hubs, 
who are set to return 
two key sophomores in 
midfielder Makayla Lara 
(22 goals and four as-
sists) and defender Betty 
Flores. Junior goalkeeper 
Danica Ward (92 saves) 
is also eligible to return 
next season.

“We want to con-
tinue putting players in 
positions they may not 
be familiar with so we 
can see what we have 
next season,” Male said. 
“Makayla has been an in-
tegral part of our offense 

over the last two seasons 
and I like how she’s pro-
gressing. Betty did an 
exceptional job for us on 
defense and I’m excited 
to see how those two girls 

progress and help their 
teammates out.”

Junior forwards Kara 
Martinez (six goals and 
five assists) and Sydney 
Thorne (four goals and 

two assists) as well as 
sophomore midfielder 
Emma Kennay (one goal 
and one assist) and fresh-
man goalkeeper Deissy 
Torres (31 saves) are 

four more players who 
could see larger roles 
on the team next season. 
Rochelle finished with 49 
goals and 24 assists on 
offense this season.

Tue-Fri 9am-4pm • Sat 9am-1pm • Sun & Mon Closed

429-433 Lincoln Hwy.
Rochelle, Illinois
815-562-8765

hubcityfurniture.com

HUB CITY HUB CITY 
FURNITUREFURNITURE

SPRING is the perfect time for new bedroom furniture at SPRING is the perfect time for new bedroom furniture at ADVERTISE YOUR 
BUSINESS HERE!
Great Rate - Great Spot!

Call Mike @ 815-561-2124 or email 
mfeltes@oglecountylife.com

01252021

Senior Kailey Harris will be one of three starting defenders departing from the Rochelle Lady Hub varsity 
soccer team this season. Rochelle finished with a 7-10 overall record this season.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

RTHS Girls Track

Lady Hubs continue building for future success
Vrana to move into volunteer assistant role after five seasons as head coach

(PHOTOS BY RUSSELL HODGES)
Freshman distance runner Rose Luxton (left) and sophomore sprinter Alex Neece (right) were two key
underclassmen who competed for the Rochelle Lady Hub varsity track and field team this season.

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — With 
several freshman and 
sophomore athletes asked 
to compete at the varsity 
level for the Rochelle Lady 
Hub track and field team 
this season, head coach 
Alison Vrana saw plenty 
of growth from the start 
of the indoor season in 
March through the end of 
the outdoor season in late 
May. As Vrana transitions 
into a volunteer coaching 
role next season, the team 
will look to mold that 
growth into results as the 
program continues under 
new leadership.

The 2023 season con-
cluded Vrana’s five-year 
run as head coach of the 
Lady Hubs. As a volun-
teer coach, Vrana will 
continue working with 
her student-athletes as the 
team looks to improve on 
an eighth-place finish in 
the Interstate 8 Conference 
Championships as well as 
a 13th-place performance 
in the IHSA 2A Sectional 
at Sterling High School 
this spring.

“The most important 
thing for me was setting an 
example for young wom-
en,” Vrana said, “I wanted 
to show women that they 
can be in leadership roles 
while having families, 
careers and hobbies they 
are passionate about. Our 

success on and off the track 
comes from our support 
group and what I wanted 
to show the kids was that 
I could be a strong female 
role model.”

Rochelle’s indoor re-
sults included fourth-place 
finishes at the Sycamore 
Invitational as well as the 
Byron Indoor Preview and 
the Warrior Invitational. 
The Lady Hubs defeated 
Morris and LaSalle-Peru 
in an Interstate 8 outdoor 
triangular meet and took 
second in quadrangular 
meets at Plano and Sand-
wich. Rochelle won its 
head-to-head meet against 
Stillman Valley and the 
Lady Hubs placed sec-
ond out of five schools in 
the annual Ogle County 
Championships.

“It was really fun 
watching the girls figure 
out what events they could 
excel at and where they 
fit in on the team,” Vrana 
said. “Getting to the state 
meet is important, but it’s 
not as important as making 
improvements throughout 
the season and I thought 
each of our athletes did 
that. I definitely see our 
season as a success and 
although we didn’t end it 
the way we wanted to, I 
think we will have some 
strong athletes coming 
back who are passionate 
about track.”

See GIRLS page 3
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The businesses featured on this page are 

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”
I’m looking forward to serving your needs for insurance and 
financial services.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
CALL ME TODAY.

Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc 
Shane B Huber, Agent

221 E. IL Rt. 38 
Rochelle, IL 61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Diana Alanis, MDCaring for your 
family’s health from 

infant to adults.
For appointment, please call

815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct, Rochelle, IL 61068

Most Insurance Accepted

Accepting 
New Patients

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

815 561 4035!

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto  Home Improvement   Vacation

Jami Hackman & Kristen Stover

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle

H
S
20

16

Jami Hackman • Tonia Holland

Se Habla
Español

BUY HERE – PAY HERE
You Work - You Drive

1400 N 7th St
Corner of Flagg Rd & Hwy 251 N

227 E. Rt 38 • Rochelle, IL

815-562-8706
www.rochellechiropractic.com
Now Accepting New Patients!

Berg-Johnson 
                Electric

“Proudly Serving the Rochelle Area Since 1945” 

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed and Insured

24 Hour Emergency Service

815-562-4937
500 Cleveland Avenue

Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

#4061/#83-3198

Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

101 Maple Ave • Rochelle, IL 61068
815.562.7057 •  hub-remsen.com

GO HUBS!GO HUBS!

• Collision Repair • New/Preowned Vehicles
• 24 Hour Towing • Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

We are Ogle Countyʼs
only GM Dealer!

Come visit us!

We are 
Ogle 

County’s 
only 

GM Dealer!
• Collision Repair
• 24 Hour Towing

• New/Preowned Vehicles

• Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes  

and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

                  815-562-8787        www.jeffperrychevrolet.com

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181

www.rochellehospital.com

H
S

F2
01

7

Tim & Roger Bruns, 
Owners

Established 1997

FREE 
ESTIMATES!

• Residential 
& Commercial 

Concrete
• Additions

815-561-0099
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

• Large menu of foods
• Rochelle’s famous chicken

by the dinner or bucket
• Hand dipped ice cream

(16 flavors)

H
S

F2
01

6

251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039

H
S
F2
02
2

SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

200 Steward Road

800.262.1680
www.johnsontractor.com

Dine In • Carry Out •  
• Home Delivery • Pizza • Pastas • 

• Sandwiches • Salads •  
• and Lots More!

209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8792

www.meyersfurniture.com

815.562.7300 
Delivery & Curbside Pick Up

1071 N 7th St, Rochelle, IL

Enjoy a 15% Discount 
when Ordering Online at 

VincesPizzainRochelle.com

SSINCE 1INCE 1967967

802 Main Street  • 815-453-2677

Homemade Cooking, Small Town Atmosphere 
Daily Specials

• Breakfast Served All Day
• Beer & Wine Served All Day

 • Free Wi-Fi
Dine-In & Carryout

Open Tues-Sat 7AM-8PM, Sun 7AM-2PM, Monday Closed Lic# 055-013999

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

Since 1976

621 First Ave., Rochelle 621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784(815) 562-8784

815-453-7500

Open Mon-Sat 9AM-9PM & Sun 9AM-5PM

• Groceries,
• Hand Cut Meats,
  Deli & Produce
• Liquor, Wine & Beer
• Cigarettes & More
• Bar with Video Gaming 
  & Slot Machines

Davis 
Family  
Health LLC

Kelly Ann Tonielli Davis
DNP, APRN, FNP-BC-CME

1212 Currency Court,  
Rochelle, IL • 815-561-8500

1201 Meriden Street, 
Mendota,IL • 815-538-1800

09
26

20
22

Always 
Welcoming 
New Patients

We Fix 
Boo Boos

Physicals, Weight Loss, Dermal Fillers, Botox Injections

10
12

20
22

Most insurances accepted

Davis 
Family  
Health LLC

Kelly Ann Tonielli Davis
DNP, APRN, FNP-BC-CME

1212 Currency Court,  
Rochelle, IL • 815-561-8500

1201 Meriden Street, 
Mendota,IL • 815-538-1800

0
9

2
6

2
0

2
2

Always 
Welcoming 
New Patients

We Fix 
Boo Boos

Physicals, Weight Loss, Dermal Fillers, Botox Injections

1
0

1
2

2
0

2
2

Primary Care, Physicals, Weight Loss, Dermal Fillers, Botox Injections, Suboxone Program

 “Veteran Owned and Operated”

HUB SPOTLIGHT

Doubles duo battles at 
IHSA State Championship
BY RUSSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

PALATINE — A historic season for the 
Rochelle Hub varsity tennis team concluded 
at the IHSA State Championship meet, 
where seniors David Wanner and Owen 
Haas represented the Hubs as Rochelle’s 
first state qualifiers in doubles since Charlie 
Duval and Brandon Jones in 2013.

Wanner and Haas faced Hinsdale South’s 
Zeke Bisharat and Ansh Desai in the first 
round of the doubles bracket Thursday 
morning, fighting hard but falling short in 
a 3-6, 5-7 loss to move into the consola-
tion bracket. The senior duo bounced back 
during the afternoon, where they took on 
familiar foes in Morris netters Connor 
Ahearn and Mason Kitchell, who the 
Hubs defeated during their run to a second 
consecutive Interstate 8 Conference title at 
No. 1 doubles in early May.

After taking the first set handily, Wanner 
and Haas hung tough and secured a second-
set victory in a tiebreaker to win the match 
6-3, 7-6(4) and advance to the second round 
of the consolation bracket. The Rochelle 
seniors battled Herrin’s Michael Cagle and 
Keegan Weber in their third and final match 
of the state tournament, falling 2-6, 1-6 to 
end the tournament with a 1-2 record.

“It was a very surreal experience,” Wan-
ner said. “I hadn’t been to a state tournament 
in athletics since I was 12 years old and I 
enjoyed the competitive aura of the event. 
Winning a match at the state tournament 
was very exciting and it proved to us that 
we deserved to represent the Hubs at state. 
I enjoyed the brotherhood and the friend-

ships I made with my teammates and I will 
miss our coaches the most. Coach [Kristy] 
Eckardt and coach [John Michael] Loggins 
are great coaches and also great people. 
The boys tennis program left an undeniable 
impact on me.”

The state tournament capped off an-
other successful season for the Rochelle 
Hub varsity tennis team, which went 12-6 
overall and won the Interstate 8 Conference 
tournament, Rochelle’s first conference 
tournament title in boys tennis since 1949. 
Wanner and Haas, who will each depart as 
two-time conference doubles champions 
and two-time All-Conference honorees, 
also led Rochelle to first-place finishes at 
the Hub Varsity Invitational and the Hubs 
Dubs Tournament.

“The state tournament was something 
to remember,” Haas said. “Spending time 
with David and our coaches was definitely 
a highlight, but seeing such good players 
take each other on was incredible. I thought 
we played well, but there was definitely 
room for improvement and a lot that we 
could’ve done better. Winning our second 
match was amazing and it was really cool 
that we were able to continue our run of 
making history for the tennis program. 
I’m going to miss spending time with my 
teammates and just having a good time 
during meets and practices.”

With their consolation-round win over 
Ahearn and Kitchell from Morris, Wanner 
and Haas became Rochelle’s first doubles 
team to win a match at the state tournament 
since Shea O’Rorke and Jeremy Probasco 
reached the second round of consolation 
play in 2006.

Seniors David Wanner and Owen Haas represented the Rochelle Hub varsity tennis 
team at the IHSA State Championship meet in the northwest suburbs last week.

(COURTESY PHOTO)
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SPORTS

From page 1

The Lady Hubs will 
graduate a small senior 
class that includes lead 
thrower Samantha San-
ford as well as sprinters 
Miranda Dubek and Rylee 

Jackson. Jumpers Macy 
Ramos and Baylie Sutton 
will also graduate along 
with distance runner Ailyn 
Miranda. Juniors Alivia 
Henkel, Kylie Smith and 
Kennedy Adamski head-
line a large group of 

athletes eligible to return 
next spring.

“We’re going to see a 
lot of improvement in the 
400 and 800-meter events 
next season,” Vrana said. 
“Our sprints are always 
strong and they’re going to 

continue getting stronger 
with our freshmen and 
sophomores coming back. 
I think we need to improve 
in the field events because 
we were lacking in the field 
all season. I’d like to see 
our jumps and our throws 

get stronger.”
Rochelle will have sev-

eral talented freshmen 
eligible to return next 
season. Those freshmen 
included sprinters Ryelee 
Bogle and Carmela Bright 
as well as hurdler Kyrie 

Cragin and distance run-
ners Rose Luxton, An-
naliese Koziol and Mary 
Chadwick. Sprinters Zoe 
White and Alex Neece 
headline a core group of 
sophomore athletes also 
eligible to return next year. 

Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Heating & Air Conditioning

Gutters, Roofing & Siding

COMMUNITY BOARD
Need to get the word out about a Need to get the word out about a 

product or service you offer? product or service you offer? 
Give us a call at 815-562-4171. Give us a call at 815-562-4171. 
We can reach over 9,000 homes!We can reach over 9,000 homes!

Concrete

• Residential &  
Commercial Concrete
• Additions

815-561-0099
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE  
ESTIMATES!

Plumbing, Heating 
& Cooling

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784

Since 1976

Li
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 0
55

-0
13

99
9

Custom Construction

Residential 
&  

Commercial 
Roofing

Shingle 
Roofing, 

Metal  
Roofing & 

Flat Roofing

Custom Construction Systems
customsteelroofing.com

Call & Text 815-871-7835

What 
Service
Do You 
Offer?

Advertise Here

GIRLS: Underclassmen step up for varsity team this spring

RTHS Boys Track

Fresh-soph success creating optimism for Hubs
I-8 All-Conference honorees Mickley, Hernandez headline eligible returners

(PHOTOS BY RUSSELL HODGES)
Freshman distance runner Declan McGee (left) and sophomore sprinter Virgil O’Dell (right) were two key
underclassmen who competed for the Rochelle Hub varsity track and field team this season.

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The 
Rochelle Hub track and 
field team saw most of 
its success at the fresh-
soph level this season, 
where the program’s un-
derclassmen turned in 
several strong showings 
during the indoor and 
outdoor portions of the 
season. Head coach Dale 
Bergeson and his staff will 
be looking to turn that 
success over to the var-
sity level, where Rochelle 
finished eighth in the 
Interstate 8 Conference 
Championships and 10th 
in the IHSA 2A Sectional 
at Genoa-Kingston.

“We wanted to be better 
at what we did in practice 
and we wanted to be better 
prepared,” Bergeson said. 
“I thought we did that 
throughout the season and 
our staff did a great job of 
setting a foundation for the 
future. We have a young 
core, but we want to set a 
standard now so that we 
can build on that for next 
season. I’m really excited 
to see what that young core 
will do for us next season 
and we had nine runners 
reach 20 MPH after only 
four did last season.”

Rochelle’s indoor sea-
son included a fourth-
place finish in the Byron 
Indoor Preview as well as 
a sixth-place finish in the 
Gary Egler Invitational 
at Sycamore. The Hubs 
took fourth in the annual 
Hub Relays at RTHS and 
second in the annual Ogle 

County Championships. 
Rochelle handily won its 
meet with Stillman Valley 
and placed 12th in the Art 
Carlson Invitational at 
Oregon.

“Our freshmen and 
sophomores are faster 
than they were last sea-
son and they’re all able 
to come back,” Bergeson 
said. “We had some in-
juries at the conference 
meet, but we finished fifth 
at the fresh-soph level 
and it’s a great group that 
focuses on the right things. 
I’m impressed with them 
and I’m excited to have a 
lot of them back. We’re 
hoping to add some new 
guys as well.”

The Hubs will lose a 
small senior class includ-
ing lead hurdler and pole 
vaulter Ethan Bergeson as 
well as sprinter Landon 
DeLille and distance run-
ners Thomas Koziol and 
Emil Rodriguez. Among 
the athletes eligible to 
come back are All-Con-
ference junior thrower 
Landon Mickley as well 
as junior distance standout 
Luis Hernandez. Junior 
sprinters Nathan Ser-
geant, Irving Escalante 
and Bruno Fernandez are 
also eligible to come back 
for the Hubs next season.

“Landon coming back 
will be great because he 
has that experience and he 
put the work in during the 
season,” Bergeson said. 
“I don’t think we will be 
rebuilding all that much.. 
We have a good base and 
our juniors will be able to 
step up and fill in for those 

seniors next year.”
Rochelle will have a tal-

ented sophomore class in-
cluding sprinters Jackson 
Smith and Virgil O’Dell as 

well as pole vaulter Kenny 
Overton eligible to return 
next season. The Hubs also 
have several freshmen 
including hurdler Wyatt 

Worthington as well as 
sprinters Reece Harris, 
Caleb Dreska, Caden 
Goodwin and Miles Hun-
ley eligible to come back 

next season. Freshman 
distance runners Declan 
McGee and Elijah Mayen 
could see increased roles 
as well. 
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MARKETPLACE

23)

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 
holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child 
in its care.

301  301  
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and 
Wood Signs, Milk 
Bottles & Local 
Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin 
& iron toys, sterling 
silver, decoys. If it’s 
antique, I’m interested 
in looking! Call 815-
562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com

307  307  
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends 
on Weight of Roll. 
Available Monday-
Friday 815-562-4171 
(8AM-NOON ONLY) 
Rochelle News 
Leader.  

405  405  
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination 
based on race, 
color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which 
is in violation of the 
law. All persons are 
hereby informed that 
dwellings advertised 
are available on an 
equal opportunity 
basis.

Classified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE • HILLCREST • CRESTON • STEWARD • KINGS • ASHTON

BUY OR SELL
Place A Classified Ad 

101 101 
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALEMISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT 

OGLE COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS 

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF 
) 
) 
CHARLES A. BAL-
LARD, Deceased. 
) 
NO. 2023-PR-20

CLAIM NOTICE 
Notice is given of the 
death of CHARLES A. 
BALLARD, of Byron, Il-
linois.  Letters of Office 
were issued on May 10, 
2023, to THOMAS H. 
BALLARD whose ad-
dress is 811 W. 2nd St., 
Byron, IL 61010, and 
COLLEEN PATROSKY, 
whose address is 
28659 Surrey Dr., 
Sterling, IL 61081, and 
whose attorneys are 
Fearer, Nye & Chad-
wick, 420 4th Avenue, 
PO Box 117, Rochelle, 
IL 61068. 
Claims against the 
Estate may be filed 
in the office of the 
Circuit Clerk of the 
Court at Ogle County 
Courthouse, Oregon, 
IL 61061, or with the 
representative, or both, 
no later than Novem-
ber 17, 2023, and any 

claim not filed within 
that period is barred.  
Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to 
the representative and 
to the attorney with-
in 10 days after it has 
been filed.
FEARER, NYE & 
CHADWICK, Attorneys 
for THOMAS H. BAL-
LARD and COLLEEN 
PETROSKY, Co-Ex-
ecutors of the Estate 
of CHARLES A. BAL-
LARD, deceased
No. 0527
(May 17, 24 and 31, 
2023)

NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 15TH 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
COUNTY OF OGLE

VILLAGE OF CRES-
TON, a Municipal Cor-
poration, Plaintiff
vs. RUTHANN WICKE, 
UNKNOWN OWN-
ERS, NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS, Defend-
ents,
Case No.: 2023 MR 4

PUBLICATION  
NOTICE

The requisite Affidavit 
for Publication having 
been filed, notice is 
hereby given to you, 
RUTHANN WICKE, 
Defendent, in the 
above-entitled action, 
that this action has 
been commenced in 

the Circuit Court of 
Ogle County by the 
Plaintiff against you 
praying for a Judge-
ment and for other re-
lief.
NOW, THEREFORE, 
unless you, RUTHANN 
WICKE, the Defendent, 
file your answer to the 
Complaint in this action 
or otherwise make your 
appearance, in the 
Circuit Court of Ogle 
County, held in the City 
of Oregon, Illinois, on or 
before June 14, 2023 at 
9:00 a.m., default may 
be entered against you 
at any time after that 
day and a Judgement 
entered in accordance 
with the prayer of the 
Complaint.
Dated this 9th day of 
May, 2023.
Kimberly A. Stahl, Cir-
cuit Clerk
Prepared by:
TESS, CRULL & ARN-
QUIST, LLC
Attorneys at Law
PO Box 68
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8754 - phone
(815) 562-3412 - fax
lawyers@tesscrulllaw.
com
050923K
No. 0528
(May 17, 24 and 31, 
2023)

NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 15TH 

305 305 
GARAGE SALESGARAGE SALES

HUGE YARD SALE.  
REGAP Fundraiser, 
4107 E. Third Road, 
Mendota. June 1, 2, 3 8 
a.m. - ?. No early birds. 
We have everything. 
Proceeds go to Retired 
Greyhounds as Pets.

MULTI FAMILY 
GARAGE SALE. 
324 Erickson Road, 
Hillcrest. Thursday 6/1 
10AM-4PM, Friday 6/2 
10AM-4PM, Saturday 
6/3 10AM-? Kids Toys 
& Ride-Ons, Furniture, 
Household Items, 
Jewelry, Brand New 
Coach & Vera Bradley 
Handbags & Other New 
Items.

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-262-3900

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW, USED  
SCRATCH & DENT

• Refrigerators • Freezers 
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

04092023

203 203 
HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 

Part-time local  
delivery driver

The Rochelle News-Leader has an opening for a part-
time newspaper bundle delivery driver who would load 

and deliver bundles to the post office,  
store racks and machines.

The daytime deliveries would be two or three days 
per week (including weekends) and consist of 

approximately 4-5 hours per shift depending on the 
route usually 10-15 hours per week.

Applicants must be at least 18 years old, possess a 
valid driver’s license, proof of insurance and a safe 

driving record. Drivers will use company vehicles when 
delivering, and will be trained on the respective routes.

Candidates must be able to load, unload and carry 
multiple bundles of 5 to 10 pounds each. Driver 

applicants must be reliable, personable and have a 
general knowledge of area streets and roads.
This position is perfect for someone looking to 

supplement their income or retirement.
Interested individuals must fill out an application in 

person at the Rochelle News-Leader office  
at 211 Hwy. 38 E., Rochelle.  

No phone calls please. 03
26

20
23

Part-time position is 
available for a graphic 

artist in our Creative Dept.

Experience with Adobe Programs:
Photoshop, Illustrator, Acrobat 

and InDesign is a plus.

If you are interested in joining our
Creative Team, please submit resume

along with samples to:

To Your Next
Career Move ...

Rochelle News-Leader
Attn: Mike Feltes, PO Box 46

 Rochelle, IL 61068
or email: 

mfeltes@oglecountylife.com EOE

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
COUNTY OF OGLE

VILLAGE OF CRES-
TON, a Municipal Cor-
poration, Plaintiff
vs. CHARLES W. MID-
DLETON, UNKNOWN 
OWNERS, NON-RE-
CORD CLAIMANTS, 
Defendents,
Case No.: 2023 MR 5

PUBLICATION  
NOTICE

The requisite Affidavit 
for Publication having 
been filed, notice is 
hereby given to you, 
CHARLES W. MID-
DLETON, Defendent, 
in the above-entitled 
action, that this action 
has been commenced 
in the Circuit Court of 
Ogle County by the 
Plaintiff against you 
praying for a Judge-
ment and for other re-
lief.
NOW, THEREFORE, 
unless you, CHARLES 
W. MIDDLETON, the 
Defendent, file your an-
swer to the Complaint 
in this action or oth-
erwise make your ap-
pearance, in the Circuit 
Court of Ogle County, 
held in the City of Or-
egon, Illinois, on or be-
fore June 14, 2023 at 
9:00 a.m., default may 
be entered against you 
at any time after that 
day and a Judgement 
entered in accordance 
with the prayer of the 
Complaint.
Dated this 9th day of 
May, 2023.
Kimberly A. Stahl, Cir-
cuit Clerk
Prepared by:
TESS, CRULL & ARN-
QUIST, LLC
Attorneys at Law
PO Box 68
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8754 - phone
(815) 562-3412 - fax
lawyers@tesscrulllaw.
com
050923K
No. 0529
(May 17, 24 and 31, 
2023)

SPECIAL MEETING 
NOTICE 

The Rochelle Com-
munity Consolidated 
School District 231 
Board of Education  will 
hold a Public Hearing 
on June 13, 2023 at 
6:50 PM for the pur-
pose of  amending the 
FY2023 Budget.  This 
hearing will be held in 
the Lincoln  Elementary 
School Cafeteria, 1450 
20th Street, Rochelle, 
Illinois, prior to the  reg-
ular monthly meeting. 
Trisha Vaughn, School 
Board President 
Rochelle Community 
Consolidated Board of 
Education, District 231 
No. 0544

501 501 
APARTMENT FOR RENTAPARTMENT FOR RENT

(May 31, 2023)

1101  01  
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially 
those asking for money 
in advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially 
those asking for money 
in advance.”

113  113  
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance 
Fee Loans or Credit 
Offers Companies 
that do business 
by phone can’t ask 
you to pay for credit 
before you get it. For 
more information, call 
toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119  119  
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially 
those asking for 
money in advance.” 

127  127  
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

FURMAN’S Lawn 
Care and Tree Work. 
Mowing, bushes, 
spring clean up, 
weeding and much 
more. Call Jeremy 
Furman 815-761-
9619. Please leave a 
message will return call 
ASAP. Fully insured, in 
business since 1999. 
Servicing Rochelle and 
surrounding areas.

CUSTOM Construction 
Systems. Residential/
Commercial Roofing. 
Shingles/Metal/Flat. 
815-871-7835. (05-24-
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ASHTON NEWS

Bar/Restaurant
Ralphie and Lulu’s
812 Main St., Ashton

815-453-2103

Community Building
Mills and Petrie Memorial 

Building
Hourly, daily rentals for 

your event
815-973-8397

Funeral Home
Beverage Lyons Funeral 

Home
601 Richardson Ave., 
Ashton, 815-453-2441 
beveragefamilyfh.com 

Insurance
Bradford Victor-Adams 

Mutual Insurance 
Company

120 W. South St., Franklin 
Grove

815-456-2334

Public Library
Mills and Petrie Memorial 

Library
704 First Street
815-453-2213

BAR
GRILL&

1/2
OFF! BO!

GO!

Beverage Lyons 
Funeral Home
601 Richardson Ave., Ashton

815-453-2441
beveragefamilyfh.com

120 W. South St., 
Franklin Grove
815-456-2334

DIXON — During the 
early evening on Thursday, 
May 25, a deputy from 
the Lee County Sheriff’s 
Office was patrolling In-
terstate 88 doing narcot-
ics interdiction when he 
observed a black Cadillac 
traveling westbound with 
an equipment violation.  
The vehicle was stopped 
near mile marker 53, west 
of Dixon, and narcotics 
were located during a 
probable cause search. The 
deputy seized just over four 
ounces of a substance that 
tested positive for the pres-
ence of cocaine.   

As a result of the stop, 
a passenger of the ve-
hicle identified as Cirecco 
Romaine Flint, 50, of 
Davenport, Iowa was ar-
rested on an outstanding 
arrest warrant out of Win-
nebago County for failure 
to appear – driving while 
driver’s license is revoked. 
Flint was additionally 
charged with the follow-
ing: unlawful possession 
of adult-use cannabis in a 
motor vehicle (a class C 
misdemeanor), possession 
of a controlled substance (a 
class X felony) and posses-
sion with intent to deliver 
a controlled substance (a 
class X felony).

Ashton-Franklin Center FFA officers Mallory, Taylor, Nolan and Kate recently 
helped third graders learn more about agriculture and the opportunities that 

come with it at an event coordinated by Katie Pratt. 

AFC FFA officers help third-graders

Lee deputies make narcotics 
arrest after I-88 traffic stop

Cirecco Romaine Flint

Citizens are reminded to 
call the Lee County Sher-
iff’s Office at (815) 284-
6631 or Crime Stoppers at 
1-888-Caught-U. Callers 
can remain anonymous and 
receive rewards of up to 
$1,000 if their information 
leads to an arrest.

All charges are merely 
an allegation, and the 
defendant is presumed in-
nocent until proven guilty.

AMBOY — The Lee 
County Farm Bureau 
Foundation has awarded a 
total of $6,000 in scholar-
ships to four area students 
pursuing degrees in an 
agriculture related field 
of study.  

The Larry J. Green 
Memorial Scholarship 
was awarded to Andrea 
Buhrow, graduate of 
Ashton Franklin Center 
High School.  

Amboy High School 
senior Ethan Pratt was 
named the recipient of the 
Gentry Family Agricul-
tural Scholarship and the 
Lee County Farm Bureau 
Foundation Scholarship. 

The Lee County Farm 
Bureau Foundation Un-
dergraduate Scholarships 
were awarded to Jayson 
Long of Ashton and 
Dana Merriman of Am-
boy. Dana Merriman also 
received the Lee County 
Farm Bureau Foundation 
SVCC Scholarship.  

The Lee County Farm 
Bureau Foundation began 
awarding scholarships in 
1992 and has since pro-
vided scholarships to 100 
students pursuing degrees 
in an agricultural-related 
field of study.

The Lee County Farm 
Bureau Foundation would 
like to congratulate the 

scholarship recipients 
and wish them success 
with their education and 
future careers.  

The mission of the 
Lee County Farm Bureau 
Foundation is to fund and 
encourage ag-related ed-
ucational opportunities to 
the youth of Lee County 
through programs includ-
ing college scholarships, 
Books by the Bushel, and 
Ag in the Classroom.  

For more information 
about the Lee County 
Farm Bureau Foundation 
or the scholarships, visit 
their website, www.lcfb-
foundation.org  or call, 
(815) 857-3531.

2023 Lee County Farm Bureau 
Foundation scholarships awarded

LEE COUNTY — 
Growing Horticulture in 
Northwest Illinois Series: 
Growing Horticulture in 
Northwest Illinois is for 
anyone interested in learn-
ing more about gardening, 
growing food in a home 
or community garden, or 
looking for ideas for the 
upcoming growing sea-
son. University of Illinois 
Extension is pleased to 
announce this free garden-
ing series starting in June 
at the Lee and Whiteside 
County Extension offices.  
Extension Horticulture 
Educator Bruce Black will 
be presenting this series.

“Horticulture is a great 
way to get fresh air, daily 
exercise, and a fun hobby 
for families,” states Black. 
“Participating in this series 
can help improve your 
horticulture knowledge & 
growing season whether 
you are growing food for 
your family, growing flow-
ers, or even just tending 
your landscape.”

The series will be held 
from 3:30-4:30 p.m. at the 
Extension offices in Ster-
ling starting June 14 and 
Amboy starting June 22.  

Pre-registration is required 
one week before each ses-
sion and can be completed 
online at go.illinois.edu/
WhitesideGrowingHort 
for Sterling and go.illinois.
edu/LeeGrowingHort for 
Amboy. 

Master Gardeners an-
swer horticulture ques-
tions: What is causing my 
plants to die? Will these in-
sects destroy my vegetable 
garden? What perennials 
are best suited for my 
yard? What tree will give 
me the best shade? How 
much fertilizer should I 
put on my yard? If these 
questions bothered you 
last year or might pertain 
to you this year, you can 
receive answers again 
by calling University of 
Illinois Extension Master 
Gardeners.

We bring you the re-
sources and research from 
the University of Illinois 
through our Master Gar-
dener program. Carroll-
Lee-Whiteside Master 
Gardeners can help you 
with your home horticul-
ture and gardening ques-
tions. Call the Carroll, 
Lee, or Whiteside County 

Extension office as prob-
lems or concerns unfold. 
There is no charge for 
this service, and it is 
available through Septem-
ber. Carroll County, 815-
244-9444; Lee County, 
815-857-3525; Whiteside 
County, 815-632-3611.

Rabbit Workshop: June 
27, 6 p.m., Lee County 4-H 
Center, Amboy. Lee Coun-
ty 4H is offering a rabbit 
clinic June 27 for youth 
ages 8-18. Youth will be 
learning proper rabbit 
showmanship, education 
on rabbit breeds, and how 
to show rabbits. Register 
online at: go.illinois.edu/
LeeRabbit

Goat Clinic: The goat 
club from Lee County 4-H 
is hosting a goat clinic at 
6 p.m. Thursday, July 20, 
at the Lee County 4-H 
Center & Fairgrounds 
near Amboy to help kids 
learn more about showing 
goats.  4-H membership is 
not necessary and goats are 
welcome if you would like 
to bring them.  One may 
register at go.illinois.edu/
LeeGoatClinic. For more 
information, contact Katie 
McBride at 815-857-3525.

Upcoming Extension events

CHANA — Chana 
Family Clothes Closet at 
Chana United Methodist 
Church is open for anyone 
needing free clothing and 
accessories. During the 
week, the closet is avail-
able from 9 a.m. to noon 

on Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday if you make 
reservations by calling 
815-732-7683.

New clothes selections 
for spring and summer are 
available for the entire fam-
ily (infant through adults). 

There is a wide variety of 
styles and sizes with many 
current and new, never-
been-worn clothing. All 
of the clothing is offered 
at no cost, and everyone 
is welcome. Please help 
us reduce our inventory.

Chana Family Clothes Closet 
now open for locals in need
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PRIME TIME

420 Fourth Avenue
Rochelle, IL 61068

815-562-2156
www.fnclaw.com

01
25

20
22

• Secure Entry System
• Community room with kitchen
• Activities
• On-site coin operated laundry
• On-site management office
• Dependable 24/7 maintenance service
• On-site parking for residents

For more information, please call 815-562-1404
Full time Social Service Coordinator is available to assist residents

615 N. Lincoln Hwy.
Rochelle, IL 61068
TTY 847-390-1460

Rent based
on 30% of a 

Resident’s Adjusted 
Gross Income

M A N A G E D  B Y:

w w w. L S S I . o r g

Owned and operated by Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI) offering 
apartment living for older adults in Rochelle and the surrounding communities.

0101201701132019

Lincoln ManorAPARTMENT AVAILABLE

SINCE 2008, the 
Physical Activity 
Guidelines have 

been a vital resource for 
health professionals and 
policy makers, serving as 
a foundation for physical 
activity and education 
programs. These guide-
lines, established and 
periodically adjusted by 
the Office of Disease 
Prevention and Health 
Promotion, include rec-
ommendations for indi-
viduals ages three and 
over. A full breakdown of 
the latest guidelines can be 
found at Health.gov, but 
the following are some 
highlights pertaining to 
various groups.

• Preschool-aged chil-
dren: The ODPHP notes 
that children between 
the ages of three and five 
should be physically ac-
tive throughout the day to 
enhance their growth and 
development. Caregivers 
are urged to encourage 
active play that includes 
activities of various types.

• Children and ado-
lescents: Children be-

tween the ages of six and 
17 should engage in 60 
minutes or more per day 
of moderate-to-vigorous 
aerobic physical activity. 
Kids in this age group 
also should engage in vig-
orous-intensity physical 
activity at least three days 
per week. Regimens also 
should include muscle-
strengthening activities 
and bone-strengthening 
activities at least three 
days per week.

• Adults: The ODPHP 
urges adults to sit less 
and move more. The most 
substantial health benefits 
can be gained by engaging 
in at least 150 minutes 
to 300 minutes a week 
of moderate-intensity or 
between 75 minutes and 
150 minutes of vigorous-
intensity aerobic activity 
each week. Any equiva-
lent combination of the 
two can suffice as well. 
Muscle-strengthening ac-
tivities also should be part 
of adults’ fitness regimens. 
These activities should 
help to strengthen all the 
major muscle groups, 

Highlights of the latest exercise guidelines

and adults should aspire 
to engage in them at least 
two days per week.

• Older adults: Older 
adults who can still follow 
the guidelines designed 
for younger adults can 

continue to do so. But the 
ODPHP recommends that 
older adults also incor-
porate multicomponent 
physical activity in their 
workout regimens. This 
can include balance train-

ing to complement aerobic 
and muscle-strengthening 
activities. Older adults 
also are urged to discuss 
with their physicians how 
any chronic conditions 
they may have can affect 

their ability to safely en-
gage in physical activity.

The Physical Activity 
Guidelines can serve as a 
useful resource for people 
of all ages as they look to 
live a healthy lifestyle.

OF the rough-
ly 55 million 
people around 

the world living with de-
mentia, 60 to 70 percent 
are estimated to have Al-
zheimer’s disease, reports 
the Mayo Clinic.

Alzheimer’s disease 
is a progressive brain 
disorder marked first by 
mild memory loss that can 
worsen and lead to prob-
lems with communication 
and an inability to perform 
the activities of daily life. 
The condition is named for 
Dr. Alois Alzheimer. In 
1906, Alzheimer noticed 
changes in the postmortem 
brain tissue of a woman 
who had died of unusual 
mental illness, which 
included symptoms of lan-
guage problems, memory 
loss and unpredictable be-
havior. Her brain showed 
many abnormal clumps 
and tangled bundles of 
fibers. According to the 
National Institute on Ag-
ing, doctors now know 
those clumps are amyloid 
plaques and the tangles are 
hallmarks of the disease.

The National Institutes 
of Health says Alzheim-
er’s disease is the seventh 
leading cause of death in 
the United States and is the 
most common dementia 
among older adults. While 
most people are familiar 
with Alzheimer’s, there 
is much more anyone can 
learn. The following are 
some interesting facts 
about Alzheimer’s.

• The most common 
symptoms of Alzheimer’s 
involve a gradual decline 
in memory, reasoning, 
language, coordination, 
mood, and behavior.

• The Cleveland Clinic 
says the buildup of plaques 
and tangles from an over-
abundance of amyloid and 
tau protein production 
block the communica-
tion between nerve cells 
and cause brain cells to 
die, thus contributing to 
Alzheimer’s. Nerve cell 
death starts in the hip-
pocampus, the area of 
the brain that controls 
memory. Doctors are not 
entirely sure what causes 
this protein build-up.

• Many times family 
members are the first to 
recognize a friend or 
loved one forgetting new-
ly learned information, 
especially recent events, 
places and names. 

• Issues with thinking 
and reasoning may in-

Interesting facts about Alzheimer’s disease

clude not wearing the right 
clothes for the weather or 
not knowing to use oven 
mitts when taking hot 
items out of the oven.

• Changes in the brain 
can begin years before ini-
tial symptoms appear, ac-
cording to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Pre-
vention. Age is the biggest 
risk factor for Alzheimer’s. 
Researchers believe that 
genetics may play a role, 

but a genetic predisposi-
tion to Alzheimer’s does 
not make it an inevitability.

• A healthy lifestyle, 
which includes adequate 
physical activity, a nutri-
tious diet, limited alcohol 
consumption, and not 
smoking, may help people 
avoid Alzheimer’s.

• Alzheimer’s can rob 
a person of his or her 
personality. As the disease 
becomes more severe, 

mood swings, anger, de-
pression, and anxiety may 
occur. This is combined 
with the patient forgetting 
who family members are 
and potentially lashing 
out or being disinterested 
in visitors.

• There is no cure for 
Alzheimer’s, but doctors 
use medical management 
to improve quality of life 
for patients and their care-
givers. Treatments may 
help maintain brain health 
and manage behavioral 

symptoms.
Alzheimer’s disease 

was first diagnosed at the 
start of the 20th century. 
Now, 117 years later, it 
remains a major health 
issue affecting millions of 
people worldwide.  
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Youth programs, schools 
and non-profit groups look 
to our businesses first when 
fundraising. These community-

minded businesses donate faithfully 
to local youth sports programs, 
community clubs, nonprofit groups 
and churches – just to name a few. 
Shouldn’t we look to those same 
businesses first when we need goods 
and services? Of course we should!

High rate of return. For every 
$100 spent in independently 
owned stores, $68 returns to the 
community through payroll, taxes 

and other expenditures. Online orders 
return absolutely nothing to Rochelle, 
IL.

Seeking health care in your 
hometown brings the comforts 
of receiving qualified care from 
people you know and trust. 

Whether it be a trip to the dentist, 
regular health care screenings, a visit 
to a specialist or an emergency, you 
need not travel. It’s all right here.

Banking with people who 
know you is a luxury found 
only in hometowns. You don’t 
have to show your ID every time 

you go in. You can get a loan from 
people who know you and understand 
your needs, whether it be money for 
your first car or to help your business 
grow. Local banks believe in the value 
of community members helping one 
another.

No one wants to have to make 
an insurance claim, but it’s 
painless when your agent is 
your neighbor. You don’t have 

to convince them that there was a hail 
storm, or that the wind nearly took your 
roof off. They know because they live 

here. Which do you want when you’ve 
had a bad day: A face-to-face meeting 
with your local agent, or a machine 
answering the phone at that big 
national insurer that advertises on TV?

Time is money. It’s simple math 
(especially when you figure in 
gas mileage.) Shopping locally 
can actually save you both time 

and money!

Customer service after 
the sale is invaluable. 
Local retailers not only take 
responsibility for the product 

they sold, they will often fix it or replace 
it – no questions asked. Appliances, 
furniture, computers and electronics 
sometimes have glitches. Would you 
rather box yours up, send it to who 
knows where, and wait six to eight 
weeks, or just go back to the nice guy 
that helped you when you bought it?

Keeping it local encourages 
community growth. By 
choosing to do business locally, 
you help maintain Rochelle’s 

diversity, charm and appeal; which 
attracts new community members.

One word: Jobs. When you do 
business of any kind in Rochelle, 
it creates and maintains jobs for 
others in our area . A healthy 

employment rate is the cornerstone of 
all economies.
How can you help the economy 
recover? Start at home.

Community Unity

9 Biggest  
Benefits

Of Shopping  
Rochelle First

1

5

9

2

6

3

7

4

8
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SPORTS

Donald BlombergDonald Blomberg

10/26/25 - 8/21/2000

The days may come and go, but the times we 
shared will always remain.

Love,
Linda, Cindy & Barry

Dad

William “Bill “GastonWilliam “Bill “Gaston
Husband

2/7/1926-8/3/2019
WWII Veteran

We send this message with a 
loving kiss for eternal rest and 

happiness.

Your loving wife,
Helen Gaston

Thomas J. GlessnerThomas J. Glessner
Grandfather 

WWII Navy Pilot in PB4Y-Z 
Privateer

You are in our thoughts and 
prayers from morning to night and 

from year to year.

Love,
Brendan Mallee

Jim B. James & Ashli JamesJim B. James & Ashli James
Husband

Daughter/Sister
As long as the sun shines...

the wind blows...
the rain falls...

You will live on inside of us 
forever.

 
Love,

Joyce and Megan
3/12/1937 - 12/28/2020
4/12/1971-5/22/2002

Gregory P. PetersGregory P. Peters
Son, Brother, Dad

10/25/1975-9/30/2009
You are in our thoughts and 

prayers from morning to night and 
from year to year.

Love,
Mom & Dad, Steph, Kev & Bishop, 

Andy & Nicole,  
Gracee, Sawyer & Declan

Gone, But  
Not Forgotten

Forge Wrestling Club

Local athletes tangle at Northern Plains Regionals
Six Rochelle wrestlers qualify for 2023 National Championships in Fargo, ND

Forge Wrestling Club athletes Dempsey Atkinson (left) and Kaiden Morris (right) look to pin their opponents during the 2023 Northern Plains Regional Freestyle & 
Greco-Roman Championships earlier this month. Atkinson and Morris are two of the six athletes who qualified for the national championships in Fargo, North Dakota.

(PHOTOS BY MARA BAKER)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

WISCONSIN DELLS, 
Wis. — The Forge Wres-
tling Club competed in the 
2023 Northern Plains Re-
gional Freestyle & Greco-
Roman Championships at 
the Woodside Wisconsin 
Dells Center from May 
12-14. Three wrestlers 
brought home first-place 
finishes in the freestyle 
tournament and two more 
secured first-place finishes 
in the greco-roman wres-
tling event.

Six Forge Wrestling 
Club athletes including 
Roman Villalobos, Cam-
myla Macias, Dempsey At-
kinson, Xavier Villalobos, 
Tommy Tourdot and Kai-
den Morris qualified for 
the 2023 USA Wrestling 
Freestyle & Greco-Roman 
National Championships 
in Fargo, North Dakota 
from July 14-22.

Freestyle
Nehemiah Andronic 

won the 8U 62 Division 
with a 2-0 record. An-
dronic opened the tourna-
ment with a first-round 
bye before scoring a 14-4 
technical fall over Illinois 
wrestler Mason Potts and 
clinching the champion-
ship with a 13-2 technical 
fall over Nebraska’s Sam-
son Beyer.

Elijah Nadig won the 
12U 74 Division with a 3-0 
record. Nadig totaled three 
technical falls to win the 
division crown, defeating 
Wisconsin’s Carson Pion-
tek 12-2, Minnesota’s Ivan 
Larsen 12-2 and conclud-
ing the tournament with a 
10-0 shutout against North 
Dakota’s Kamdyn Goulet.

Benjamin Nadig won 
the 14U 110 Division with 
a 3-0 record. After a first-
round bye, Nadig secured 
a 10-0 technical fall over 

Nebraska’s Kain Ornelas 
before edging Illinois’ 
Shane Stream by decision 
and winning by fall over Il-
linois’ Adante Washington 
in the championship bout.

Teddy Millard took 
third in the 12U 70 Divi-
sion and Wells Millard 
finished fourth in the 8U 
53 Division with a 1-3 
record, defeating Minne-
sota’s Braxton Eller with a 
10-0 technical fall. Conrad 
Barber finished fourth in 
the 8U 70 Division with a 
1-2 record, scoring a fall 
over Illinois’ Rylan Joustra 
in the consolation bracket. 
Ava Barber placed sixth in 
the 8U 70 Division.

Jacksyn Windham took 
second in the 14U 187 
Division with a 1-1 re-
cord, beating North Da-
kota’s Jack Praska by fall. 
Dempsey Atkinson took 
second in the 16U Girls 
152 Division with a 2-1 
record, winning by fall 

over Illinois’ Jillian Giller 
and notching a 10-0 techni-
cal fall over Illinois’ Anna 
Vasey. Cammyla Macias 
finished fifth in the 16U 
Girls 117 Division with a 
2-2 record, scoring a 10-0 
technical fall over Illinois’ 
Maddison Wickham and 
receiving a forfeit. 

Roman Villalobos went 
3-3 in the 16U 170 Divi-
sion for a sixth-place fin-
ish, recording wins over 
Minnesota’s Jack Kapenga 
(10-0 technical fall), Il-
linois’ Larry Williams 
(10-0 technical fall) and 
Illinois’ Oliver McPeek 
(10-7 decision).

Greco-Roman
Nehemiah Andronic 

won the 8U 62 Division 
with a 2-1 record, scoring 
a 12-1 technical fall as well 
as a fall over Nebraska’ 
Samson Beyer. Elijah 
Nadig won the 12U 74 
Division with a 2-0 record, 

earning a first-round bye 
before notching a 14-9 
decision against Minne-
sota’s Ivan Larsen and a 
fall over North Dakota’s 
Kamdyn Goulet for the 
division crown.

Benjamin Nadig took 
second in the 14U 110 
Division with a 1-1 record, 
securing an 8-0 technical 
fall over Nebraska’s Kain 
Ornelas. Wells Millard 
finished fourth in the 8U 
53 Division with a 1-3 
record, earning a fall 
over Minnesota’s Roman 
Kinsella. Teddy Millard 
finished fourth in the 12U 
70 Division and Maddison 
Wickham finished fourth 
in the 16U Girls 117 Di-
vision.

Rowen Vi l la lobos 
placed fifth in the 10U 67 
Division with a 1-2 record, 
notching a 12-1 techni-
cal fall over Minnesota’s 
Oscar Pederson. Jacksyn 
Windham placed fifth in 

the 14U 187 Division and 
Xavier Villalobos placed 
fifth in the 16U 132 Divi-
sion with a 3-2 record, 
collecting a 10-0 technical 
fall over Minnesota’s Jake 
Freed as well as a 7-4 deci-
sion against Iowa’s Jordan 
Schmidt and a fall over 
Iowa’s Jordan Schmidt in 
the fifth-place bout.

Tommy Tourdot placed 
fifth in the Junior 120 
Division with a 3-2 re-
cord, securing a fall over 
Wisconsin’s Austin Gray, 
an 8-0 technical fall over 
Minnesota’s Gavin Lam-
bert and a fall over Illinois’ 
Kalani Khiev. Kaiden 
Morris placed fifth in the 
Junior 220 Division with a 
4-2 record, notching a 12-4 
technical fall over Illinois’ 
Reginaldo Preciado, an 8-0 
technical fall over Illinois’ 
Oliver Cooley, a fall over 
Illinois’ Dominic Dykstra 
and a forfeit over Illinois’ 
Lamar Bradley.


