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recently presented with a 
grant from Western Gover-
nors University.  5A

WEATHER

LOW

• Roe L. Borchers
• Melvin “Huck” Jones
• Jeffrey Lewis
• Darlien Manley
• John Powelson
• Donna Wright  
                         See page A4

OBITUARIES

INSERTS

TUESDAY

80
HIGH

WEDNESDAY

81 58
HIGH LOW

THURSDAY

80
HIGH

Ogle County's most widely read weekly newspaper!

VOLUME 35, ISSUE 10
MONDAY
May 22, 2023

FREE

Visit www.oglecountylife.com

ROCK VALLEY SHOPPER

E-mail: news@oglecountylife.com  •  Phone: 815-732-2156  •  Fax: 815-732-6154

54
LOW

63
LOW

FRIDAY

80 62
HIGH LOW

SATURDAY

79
HIGH

61
LOW

• Felker Foods
• Byron County Market
• Polo Fresh Food
• Menards
• Farm & Fleet

THINK OUTSIDE THE BOX WITH AN ADJUSTABLE RATE MORTGAGE!

Talk through the benefits of 
an ARM with Leah, Dave or 

Vanessa today! 
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BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

OREGON — On Fri-
day, May 12, a grand 
reopening and ribbon 
cutting event was held at 
Pegasus Special Riders 
in Oregon following the 
structure completion of 
its arena. 

The facilities at Peg-
asus Special Riders sus-
tained storm damage 
twice last year, halting 
its operations. The non-
profit, located at 6668 
S. Carthage Road near 
Oregon, has been oper-
ating since 1997. It’s a 
therapeutic riding pro-
gram for children and 
adults with special needs. 
Volunteers perform all of 
the required duties, such 
as working with the rid-
ers, caring for the horses 
and facilities, raising 

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

OREGON — At its monthly meet-
ing Tuesday, the Ogle County Board 
unanimously passed three ordinances 
and unanimously repealed its previous 
solar resolution to meet a recently-passed 
state statute that sets statewide standards 
for wind and solar farm siting and takes 
away previous local controls such as at 
the county level. 

Back in early 2019, the Ogle County 
board approved a solar resolution provid-
ing conditions for a special use permit for 
solar farms, That resolution was repealed 
Tuesday. The board made text amend-
ments to its zoning ordinance Tuesday 
and also passed wind energy facilities and 
solar energy facilities siting and operation 
ordinances.

Back in January, the board unanimously 
passed a resolution opposing House Bill 

4412, due to its desire to keep local control. 
At its February meeting, the board heard 
comments from multiple county residents 
that were against more wind and solar 
power in the county, especially on a large 
scale near homes and farms.

The Ogle County Board established 
an ad-hoc committee to work on the so-
lar and wind issue to meet state statutes. 
The wind ordinance is the county’s first. 
Board Member Dan Janes presented the 
changes and gave his thoughts on the 
state legislation.

“This was created by a group from 
Cook County and downtown Chicago,” 
Janes said. “The funny thing is they’re 
exempt because it does not affect any 
counties with two million or more people. 
And you can guess how many counties 
in Illinois meet that criteria. It’s don’t do 
as I do, do as I say.”

See COUNTY page 2

‘The Grandeur of Spring’ 

Oregon native Val A. Stanley recently submitted 
this photo, titled “The Grandeur of Spring”, that 
was taken inside Castle Rock State Park. Above 
the first level of lime green trees are within Castle 
Rock; the midpoint, center left pine tree and forest 
ridge are within Lowden Miller State Park across 
the river and finally the furthest off hazy blueish 
green ridge in the center is somewhere along 
Lost Nation Road heading up from Lost Nation 
golf course towards Nachusa and the Ogle and 
Lee County border line. Stanley has had three 
photographs recognized and on display in the 
Illinois Capital Building and has been recognized 
for other photos and his poetry work as well. Val 
has been honing his skills in nature photography 
for several years and is an accomplished interdis-
ciplinary artist in his works with pencil, oil pastels 
and watercolor. Stanley has also worked as a free-
lance photographer, traveling the country roads 
and back ways of days gone by to capture the 
heart and splendor of rural farms.

Pegasus Special Riders hosts grand 
reopening following storm damage events

Rides to start back up June 6-7: ‘It’s been a work of love and contributions’

funds and providing the 
necessary administrative 
support.

The damage on Aug. 
28, 2022 included the 
facility’s loafing shed for 
its horses and severe dam-

age to a storage building. 
Back on March 5, 2022, 
a windstorm severely 
damaged the main arena 
building. High winds 
tore off about 120 feet of 
canopy, twisted the steel 

frame and the large front 
door was blown off and 
landed inside of the arena.

Pegasus Special Riders 
has been unable to per-
form any rides since the 
storm damage and was 

dealing with pandemic 
restrictions before that. 
The nonprofit worked on 
cleanup, construction and 
dealt with insurance pro-
viders over the past year. 
The damage in March was 
over $300,000.

“This has taken a long 
time,” PSR Board Presi-
dent Donna Fellows said. 
“We still have a lot to do. 
We’re moving forward 
because we now have a 
covered arena again and 
an outdoor arena to have 
lessons if the weather is 
nice. We don’t have all the 
electric work done or any 
water yet. Electric is what 
we’re waiting for, so we 
can have water, fans and 
lights. Other than that, the 
building is good to go. We 
thought we’d be further 
along, but here we are.”

See PEGASUS page 2

County board: Ordinances 
passed to meet new state 
solar and wind statutes

Oregon’s Radostits recognized as 
Illinois Teacher of the Year

 On Friday, May 12, a grand reopening and ribbon cutting event was held at Pega-
sus Special Riders in Oregon. (Courtesy photo).
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From page 1

The Oregon Chamber 
of Commerce attended 
Friday’s events and con-
gratulated PSR on its 
grand reopening. Fellows 
said equine activities will 
resume starting on June 
6-7. An outdoor arena will 
be used if the indoor arena 
isn’t all the way completed 
by that time.

PSR’s funding is nearly 
completely made up of 
donations. 

“We’ve had wonderful 
people that have helped,” 
Fellows said. “It’s been 
volunteers and people that 
are willing to just help us 
out. We’ve had contractors 
that have helped us out. 
That was wonderful. It’s 
overwhelming, because 

what you thought you were 
going to have to spend and 
what actual cost is, it’s 
been yards away. And if 
you have the funds to do 
it, then you don’t have the 
materials. But we’ve been 
blessed with contributions 
and help. It’s been a work 
of love and contributions.”

PSR has seen donations 
come from Rockford, Ster-
ling, Wisconsin and “all 
over,” Fellows said.

”We’ve had people that 
donated and we didn’t even 
know who they were,” 
Fellows said. “I don’t even 
know how they found out 
about it. It’s been wonderful 
to know that people are out 
there that want to help us do 
our job for the people that 
need to have our services.”

Fellows called the feel-

ing of being able to offer 
rides and equine services 
again “heartwarming.”

“We’ve waited for three 
years with COVID-19 and 
everything else,” Fellows 
said. “We’ve been very 
anxious to be able to get 
things done. We have vol-
unteers that are waiting and 
calling and asking when the 
rides will start. We have 
students and their parents 
calling. We fill a need that 
unless you have a chal-
lenged individual close to 
you, you don’t even know 
about. I say sometimes 
that we’re the best-kept 
secret in Ogle County. I 
just want to thank all of the 
people that have contrib-
uted to us all these years 
and especially during this 
disaster.”

From page 1

Janes thanked the ad-hoc committee 
and the zoning board for their work on 
the topic.

“Everything is functioning extremely 
well to get to this end,” Janes said. “Be-
cause there’s a lot of counties that aren’t 
quite there yet.”

Radostits
The board and Regional Superinten-

dent of Schools Chris Tennyson recog-
nized Oregon High School teacher Kim 
Radostits for her 2022 Illinois Teacher 
of the Year honor at the meeting.

Radostits was recently one of the fi-
nalists for National Teacher of the Year. 
She serves OHS as a Spanish teacher 
and has spent her entire career with 
the school. Radostits has spent the past 
year as Illinois Teacher of the Year on a 
state-sponsored sabbatical, speaking at 
conferences and visiting schools across 
the state to share information about her 
work at OHS. 

“I am who I am as a result of 37 years 
of experiences and people who believed 
in me so that I could help others,” Ra-
dostits said. “I still get emotional about 
this particular award even though it was 
announced in March 2022. I’ve spent my 
entire career in Oregon and I’ve carried 
Hawk pride in every experience I’ve had 
as Illinois Teacher of the Year.”

Radostits has had the chance to join 
the other 54 state teachers of the year 
at five national events. That included a 
week in Washington D.C.

“Three weeks ago I was sitting in the 
rose garden at a ceremony celebrating 
teachers,” Radostits said. “And I was 
sitting three feet away from President 

Biden and Dr. Jill Biden as they talked 
about the teaching profession. I spent 
the entire ceremony thinking about 
experiences I’ve had here in Oregon 
for the past 16 years.”

Caposey
Tennyson and the board also rec-

ognized Meridian School District 
Superintendent PJ Caposey for his 
2023 Illinois Superintendent of the 
Year honor. Caposey was unable to 
attend the meeting, but Tennyson sang 
his praises.

“When someone wins state super-
intendent of the year, and then makes 
the top four for superintendent of 
the nation, that’s a pretty big deal,” 
Tennyson said. “And a lot of times they 
move on to bigger and better things. 
It’s so exciting to me as a regional 
superintendent that the Oregon School 
District has locked Dr. Caposey in to 
take over as superintendent after Dr. 
Mahoney retires. He’ll be here serving 
the students and families in Oregon for 
a long time.”

Public safety
The board heard an update from Lar-

son & Darby Group CEO Steve Nelson. 
The engineering firm is in the midst of 
looking at improvements to the Ogle 
County Public Safety Campus, which 
houses the Ogle County Sheriff’s Office 
and its maintenance department.

Nelson and Ogle County Sheriff 
Brian VanVickle said there are multiple 
deteriorating buildings on the campus 
and Larson & Darby Group has been 
looking at a number of concepts for its 
future including demolition of those 
buildings, new construction, and short-
term repairs at a lower cost. Issues with 
the buildings have included roof failures 
and drainage.

VanVickle said the roof of one of the 
buildings partially collapsed three weeks 
ago and water leaks have been an issue 
since 2017.

“There’s probably between $2.5-
3.5 million worth of equipment in that 
building right now,” VanVickle said. 
“Obviously that’s a concern. We’re going 
to have to do something moving forward 

with what this looks like. It’s coming 
much quicker than we think. I think 
there’s some short-term and long-term 
options we’ll look at.”

IGA
The board unanimously approved 

an intergovernmental agreement with 
the Village of Davis Junction to hire a 
consultant to look at the Orchard Hills 
Landfill to see what types of waste it’s 
made up of.

The village and county have been 
engaged in a multi-year negotiation 
process with Waste Management and 
its predecessors in interest of new host 
agreements to better account for the 
types of waste being transported to 
and disposed at the landfill, and the 
tipping fees paid on that waste.

Old jail site
Board Member Don Griffin said that 

at next month’s meeting, the board will 
review bid documents for the finishing 
of the parking lot and sidewalks at the 
former site of the recently-demolished 
Ogle County Jail.

COUNTY: Teachers recognized for accomplishments

PEGASUS: Grand reopening held

dickersonnieman.comhomeshomes Ogle County’s Real Estate Market Leader! 

BYRON
220 W. 3rd St.

OREGON
113 S. 4th St.

(815)234-5133 (815)732-3365

MAYDELL LESSEN
DESIGNATED MANAGING BROKER

(815) 622-4619

BRAD AUKER
(815) 978-0018

DOROTHY BOWERS
(815) 985-3264

SHARON BOWERS
(815) 757-7462

LYRAH AUSTIN-BUSHNELL
(815) 218-0059

TIFFANY CRAVATTA
(815) 988-4388

RANDY CRIDDLE
(815) 871-4004

TERRY CRIDDLE
(815) 871-2006

DANA DAUB
(815) 440-2835

KAYLA HESLOP
(815) 222-9771

SEAN HOSSEINI 
(815) 200-8490

MIKE LONG
(815) 761-4741

CHRIS SNYDER
(815) 494-7857

305 N. Blackhawk Drive, Byron

$154,900 dickersonnieman.com/202302474
BEAUTIFULLY UPDATED HOME! Located in the Byron Terrace! This clean and 
neat home features 3 bedrooms on the upper level along with living room, full 
bathroom and updated kitchen that walks out to the patio. Lower level has 
second living space as well as a bonus room and kitchenette that walks out to 
lower patio. Recent updates include UL flooring, kitchen appliances, bath, new 
roof, septic system, siding on 1/2 of the house, radon mitigation system.

SEAN HOSSEINI
(815) 200-8490

NEW LISTING!

506 S. 4th Street, Oregon

$124,900 dickersonnieman.com/202301720
INVESTMENT PROPERTY! Come and take a look at this 
investment property with newer roof that is close to town & 
schools. Stove & refrigerator in lower unit stay and are as is. 
Remodeled bath in lower unit and freshly painted. Washer 
& dryer in basement stay and are as is. Remodeled kitchen.

SHARON BOWERS
(815) 757-7462

NEW PRICE!

000 Harvest Drive, Byron

Starting at $69,000 dickersonnieman.com/201701914
BEAUTIFUL BYRON SUBDIVISION! Large lots, city water 
& sewer. No Impact fees. Building packages open to all 
builders. Builder assistance available. Developer approval 
required. Remaining lots are either full or partial exposure.  

CHRIS SNYDER
(815) 494-7857
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Bar and Kitchen Open at 4PM
Carry out and kitchen are open:  

Monday 4pm-7pm, Wednesday 4pm-8pm & Friday 4pm-8pm

Fish, chicken and shrimp  
carry out on Fridays! 
BINGO Wednesday 5:30pm

Karaoke 3rd Friday 7:00-11:00pm
Watch for Live Entertainment!

SLOTS ARE WAITING!

VFW Post #8739
1310 W. Washington St., Oregon, IL

815-732-6851

08
22

20
22

Game machines open Monday,  
Wednesday and Friday 4-Close

VFW Post #8739
1310 W. Washington St., Oregon, IL

815-732-6851

Saturday, May 27th 9am-4pm

OREGON — The Ogle 
County Historical Soci-
ety’s monthly meeting will 
be Monday, May 22 at 6:30 
p.m. in the carriage house 

annex behind the Nash 
House Museum at 111 N. 
6th St. in Oregon. Every-
one is welcome to attend, 
members and nonmembers 

alike. Museum open hours 
are Wednesdays, 3:30-6 
p.m., Thursdays, 10 a.m.-
1 p.m. and Saturdays, 1-4 
p.m. May-September.

Sheriff’s office participates 
in Illinois Police Memorial 
Service

On May 4, the Ogle County Sheriff’s 
Office took part in the Illinois Police 
Memorial Service in Springfield, 
where families and agencies who 
lost an officer in the line of duty in 
the past year were honored. Also 
added to the memorial was Ogle 
County Sheriff’s Deputy John Don-
aldson Sr., killed in the line of duty 
on Sept. 21, 1956.

May 8
At 10:39 a.m., Oregon Police arrested 

Raul E. Nunez-Matos, 26, Rochelle, for 
no valid driver’s license. Nunez-Matos 
was transported to the Ogle County Jail. 
This violation occurred in the 300 block 
of West Washington Street.

At 1:30 p.m., Oregon Police arrest-
ed Dajia A. Fuller, 23, Rockford, for 
driving while license suspended and 
improper cannabis container. Fuller was 
also issued citations for operation of a 
vehicle with a suspended registration 
and illegal transportation of alcohol as a 
driver. Fuller was transported to the Ogle 
County Jail. These violations occurred 
in the 100 block of River Road.

At 3:31 p.m., Oregon Police arrested 
Omar Munoz-Perez, 33, Rockford, for 
driving under the influence of alcohol 
and driving under the influence of alco-
hol with blood alcohol content greater 
than .08 percent. Munoz-Perez was also 
issued a citation for illegal transportation 
of alcohol as a driver. Munoz-Perez was 
transported to the Ogle County Jail. These 
violations occurred in the 300 block of 
Monroe Street.

At 7:30 p.m., Oregon Police issued 
Tara M. Frisbie, 27, Oregon, citations 
for operation of a vehicle with an expired 
registration and no valid driver’s license. 
These violations occurred in the 300 
block of South 4th Street.

At 7:35 p.m., Oregon Police arrested 
Tomas Garcia-Larios, 49, Oregon, for 
driving under the influence of alcohol. 
Garcia-Larios was also issued a citation 
for improper lane usage. Garcia-Larios 
was transported to the Ogle County Jail. 
These violations occurred in the 600 
block of East Washington Street.

May 10
At 12:32 p.m., Oregon Police issued 

Christopher Interone, 48, Sterling, cita-
tions for operation of a motor vehicle 
when registration is suspended for 
non-insurance and operating an unin-
sured motor vehicle. These violations 

occurred in the 300 block of North 4th 
Street.

 May 11
At 7:53 a.m., Oregon Police responded 

to a car vs. pedestrian traffic crash at the 
intersection of West Washington and 
Depot Streets involving a 2012 Chevrolet 
driven by Neil A. Carreno, 21, Oregon, 
struck a 14-year-old juvenile girl, of Or-
egon, who was subsequently transported 
by Oregon EMS to KSB Hospital.

At 1:29 p.m., Oregon Police issued 
Jesus Aguirre, 54, of Chicago, a citation 
for operation of a motor vehicle when 
registration is suspended. This violation 
occurred in the 100 block of South 4th 
Street.

At 2:16 p.m., Oregon Police responded 
to a single-vehicle traffic crash where 
a 2006 Chevrolet driven by Robert D. 
VanDyke, 42, Oregon, struck a utility 
pole. VanDyke was issued a citation for 
operating an uninsured motor vehicle.

At 8:29 p.m., Oregon Police issued 
Samuel P. Erdman, 18, Rockford, a ci-
tation for speeding 45 miles per hour in 
a 30-miles per hour zone. This violation 
occurred in the 300 block of North 4th 
Street.

May 12
At 1:27 p.m., Oregon Police responded 

to a two-vehicle traffic crash in the 1500 
block of West Washington Street involving 
a 2005 GMC driven by Jessica A. Peterson, 
38, Mt. Morris, and a 2004 GMC driven 
by Shea M. Schubbe, 21, Mt. Morris. No 
citations were issued.

May 13
At 7:39 p.m., Oregon Police arrested 

Casper D. Alexander, 31, Chicago, for an 
outstanding Henry County warrant for fail-
ure to appear on a traffic offense. Alexander 
was transported to the Ogle County Jail.

Twelve parking citations and 19 verbal 
warnings were issued during the week of 
May 8-14. Please note: Any arrests listed 
below are merely accusations and the 
defendant is presumed innocent unless 
proven guilty in a court of law.

OREGON POLICE DEPARTMENT

Historical Society meeting is May 22 

POLO — On May 12 at 6:57 p.m. 
Olivia Bliss, 26, Polo, was arrested for 
an outstanding warrant. Bliss was trans-
ported to the Ogle County Jail.

General calls for service for May 1-14 

- citizen complaints/assists: 16, juvenile: 
one, animal complaints: six, disturbance/
domestic: one, fire/medical assists: two, 
lock outs: three, 911 hang ups: five, traffic 
stops: 19 and county assists: one. 

POLO POLICE DEPARTMENT

BYRON — Lemon-
ade stands, sponsored by 
Byron Bank, are back! 
Support small business 
and encourage the dream 
of entrepreneurship this 
summer! 

“The lemonade stands 
are a fun way for youth to 
learn about entrepreneur-
ship and running their 
own small business,” 
Brent Baker, Byron Bank 
president, said. “Stop by 
one of our three locations 

in Byron, Davis Junction 
or Poplar Grove to have 
your child sign a ‘busi-
ness contract’ and pick 
up their free lemonade 
stand kit!”

These young kidpre-
neurs will receive a poster 
board with their lemonade 
stand kit to create a unique 
sign for their small busi-
ness. Post a photo of your 
child’s lemonade stand on 
Facebook and tag Byron 
Bank for a chance to win 

a basket of fun goodies! 
Photo contest ends July 
31, 2023. 

Mail in entries: (must 
be received by July 31, 
2023)

Byron Bank
ATTN: Samantha Ci-

accio
PO Box 901
Byron, IL 61010 
Enjoy lemonade from 

a kidpreneur this sum-
mer and support small 
business!  

Free lemonade stand kits available

1751 Melugins Grove Rd Steward, IL 60553

dachsies to 
Boarding And Grooming

Trust with a Groomer is 
important - our Groomer has 
over 10 years experience & 

expertise.

PP

ROCHELLE
VETERINARY HOSPITAL

A Full-Service Clinic

www.rochellevet.com
Lobby Hours:
Mon-Fri 8-5
Sat 8-noon

(815) 562-5207
1381 N. 7th St., Rochelle

• Experienced Groomer
• Boarding and Daycare
• Surgical Laser
• X-ray

• Gas Anesthetic
• On-site Laboratory
• Geriatric Care
• Dentistry

Compassionate, quality care  
for your companion.
Dr. Nicole Marquardt  
Dr. Lynn Deets

Space Available
Advertise With Us

 Call Andrew
815-561-2123

Bonny _
Looking for an all-around great package? That’s me! I’m house trained and 
am good with children, dogs, and cat. What more could you ask for? I’m full grown at 
just under 60# and am still a young, playful girl. If you would like to adopt me, please 
email info@tailshumanesociety.org.
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:

PET OF 
THE WEEK

815.758.2457
www.tailshumanesociety.orgwww.tailshumanesociety.org

Call:
Andrew Heiserman 815-561-2123

Christel Ackland 815-561-2153
or

Chris Grimm 815-561-2125

to advertise on the Pet of 
the Week Page!

May is National 
Pet Month! Call  
Tails today to ad 

a special member 
to your family!
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Any arrests listed in this paper are 
merely charges and the defendants 
are presumed innocent unless 
proven guilty in a court of law.
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Department and the Illinois State 
Police, will be printed without 
exception.
Requests to omit particular reports 
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any time.
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MONROE CENTER – Roe L. 
Borchers, age 85, passed on to be with 
his Lord and Savior on May 
16, 2023 at Swedish American 
Hospital in Rockford. He was 
born on January 10, 1938 in 
Egan, IL the son of Elmer and 
Viola (Falconer) Borchers. He 
graduated from Stillman Valley 
High School Class of 1955. 
He married the love of his life 
Beverly Baker on August 16, 
1958. 

Roe farmed in the local area 
for many years. His faith was important 
to him and he attended First Free Church 
in Rockford. Roe could often be found 
out mowing and making sure he had a 
nicely manicured lawn. He loved going 
to Starbucks for coffee and going on long 
visits at his Florida home. 

The most important thing in his life 
was his family. He was a loving and 
caring husband and parent. He adored 
being a grandfather and never missed 
one of his grandchildren’s events. 

He is preceded in death by his parents, 

Elmer and Viola, in-laws, George and 
Mary Baker, and brother, Fred (Gerri) 

Borchers. 
He is survived and missed 

by his wife, Beverly of Monroe 
Center, daughters, Lori (Al) Er-
ickson of Cherry Valley, Becky 
Borchers of Monroe Center, 
and Nancy (Wayne) Alderks of 
Monroe Center, grandchildren, 
Adam (Janna) Erickson, Amy 
(Billy) Lewis, Ashley (Chad) 
Hoover, Bryce (Amy) Alderks, 
Kelsey Alderks, and Cassie Al-

derks; and great grandchildren, Landon, 
Josslynn, Brayden, Owen, Camden, Jade, 
Aubrey, Tatum, Avery, and Dylan. 

Funeral services will be held at 2:00 
PM on Sunday, May 21, 2023 at Monroe 
Center Community Church with Pastor 
Bob Mellon of the church officiating. 
Visitation will be held from 1:00 – 2:00 
PM prior to the service. Burial will be 
at Monroe Center Cemetery. Memorials 
are established in his name. To leave an 
online condolence please visit www.
farrellhollandgale.com

GRAND DETOUR – Melvin L. 
“Huck” Jones, age 84, died Tuesday, 
May 16, 2023 at the Serenity Hospice 
and Home near Oregon.  He 
was born July 2, 1938 in 
Dixon, IL the son of Arthur 
and Luella (Fiscel) Jones.  
He graduated from Oregon 
High School in 1956.  Huck 
married Helen Burnett on 
Feb. 7, 1958 in Ripley, IL.  
She preceded him in death 
on June 11, 2017.  

Huck was a member of Lo-
cal 150 Operating Engineers 
for 55 years and worked for Frank 
N. Butler Quarry in Franklin Grove 
and also previously worked for Ogle 
County Farm Services. 

He was a reserve deputy for the Ogle 
County Sheriff’s Dept for 22 years.  
After his retirement, Huck enjoyed 
helping out several local farmers.  

Huck loved being a husband, fa-
ther, and especially a grandfather.  He 
enjoyed spending time with his sister 
Barbara Brooks and her family.  Driv-
ing to town for a good meal and touring 
the local countryside checking on the 
farmers and construction projects was 
a daily ritual for Huck.  

He is survived by his 3 children: 
Marianne Jones of Dixon; Joyce 

(Jimbo) Callaway of Oregon; and 
Jim (Krista) Jones of Dixon; 4 grand-
children: Timothy (Mandi) Callaway; 

Eric Callaway; Paige (Josh) 
Beckingham; and Lee (Kara) 
Jones; 8 great grandchildren: 
Kaedi, Kaylen, Landin, Ne-
vaeh, Coltyn, Parker, Luci, 
and Skylar; and several 
nieces and nephews.  

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, his wife of 59 
years Helen, his granddaugh-
ter Sarah Callaway, and his 
brother-in-law Jerry Brooks.  

Visitation will be held from 5-7 PM 
on Monday, May 22, 2023 at the Ore-
gon Church of God, 860 West Oregon 
Trial Road, Oregon, IL 61061.  Funeral 
service will be held 10:30 AM on Tues-
day with the Rev. Michael Hoffman 
pastor of the church officiating. Huck 
was a blue jean and causal shirt kind 
of guy, so to honor him feel free to 
wear your blue jeans. Burial will be 
in the Grand Detour Cemetery.  

In lieu of flowers, memorials may 
be made to the Oregon Church of God 
or the Serenity Hospice and Home in 
memory of Huck.  

Visit www.farrellhollandgale.com 
to leave a condolence or memory of 
Huck.

OREGON – Jeffrey “Jeff” S. Lewis, 
age 63, passed away on Saturday, May 
6, 2023 at KSB Hospital in 
Dixon. He was born in Dixon 
on September 2, 1959 the son 
of Seward “Sonny” Lewis and 
Mary Davis. 

Jeff was someone who 
believed in working hard and 
staying busy. He enjoyed being 
around his cats and spending 
time with his son and grand-
children. In his spare time; he 
loved being outdoors fishing or cooking 
which he was great at. 

He is survived and missed by his 
sons, Bill (Stephanie) Spencer of Mt 
Morris and Robert (Ashley) Spencer 

of St Louis; siblings, Skip Lewis, Jay 
Lewis, Sherri Miller, Margaret “Sis-

sy” Roos, and Jesse Davis; 
and grandchildren, Sophia, 
Sonny, Charlie Ann, Ramona, 
and Margo.

 He is preceded in death by 
his parents, Seward Lewis and 
Mary Davis. 

Memorials are established 
in his name and may be direct-
ed to the family. A celebration 
of his well lived life will be 

held on May 28th at Lowden Park. 
For more information on the me-

morial service or to leave an online 
condolence please visit www.farrell-
hollandgale.com

BYRON — Darlien V. Manley died 
on Thursday May 11, 2023  at the age 
of 78.  Darlien was born April 4, 1945 
to Alma Blanchard –Hall in Oregon, 
Illinois.  

Darlien graduated from Byron High 
School and worked in several retail 
settings.   She married, the love of her 
life, Harry B. Manley Jr. on November 
18, 1966 in Oregon, IL.  

Darlien was a fur-mom to numerous 
rescued animals, no strays ever were 
turned away from her love for animals.  
She and her husband owned and operated 
a CB Radio Repair business in Oregon for 
many years, her handle was Red Devil.  
Darlien loved to read, play games with 

friends and family and watch movies.  
You could always find her and Harry 
at flee markets and auctions, a favorite 
pastime of both her and her husband.  

Darlien is survived by a sister, Char-
lene Mackeben, of Rock Falls, IL. and a 
Sister in Law, Roberta (George) Thatch-
er, New Mexico and several nieces & 
nephews.  

Darlien was preceded in death by her 
husband, mother, step-father Charles 
Hall, her In-laws, Harry A and Thelma 
Manley, a brother-in-law, James Macke-
ben, a sister in-law Thelma Snyder and 
many loved fur babies.  

Private graveside memorial service 
will be held at a later date. 

MT. MORRIS — Donna K. Wright, 
age 89, of Mt. Morris, IL passed away 
on May 11, 2023 in Pinecrest 
Manor Nursing Home, Mt. 
Morris, IL.  

Donna was born March 
21, 1934 in Highland, WI to 
Bill and Florence (Wendelin) 
Knight.  

Donna married Bob Wright 
on June 27, 1953 in Ohio, IL.  
She’s a life-long member of 
the VFW and was a member of 
the B-Club in Mt. Morris for 60 years.  

Donna enjoyed spending time with 
friends and was a member of the 
2nd Wind Theatre group, showcasing 

her acting skills during their annual 
performances.  

Donna is survived by 2 
children; a daughter Cristi 
(and Randy) Pals of German 
Valley, IL and son, Bill (and 
Wendy) Wright of Lake Ge-
neva, WI;   3 grandchildren, 
Ken (and Alicia) Pals of 
German Valley, IL, Caleb 
(and Jessica) Wright of Po-
tosi, WI and Emylyn Wright 
of Schaumburg, IL;  6 great 

grandchildren.   She was preceded in 
death by her husband.

Finch Funeral Home of Mt. Morris 
is proudly serving the family.

DAVIS JUNCTION — John E. Powelson, 79, of Davis Junction, passed away 
on Thursday, May 11, 2023. To send a condolence or share a memory, please 
visit olsonfh.com.

Roe L. Borchers

Melvin L. ‘Huck’ Jones

John E. Powelson

Jeffrey ‘Jeff’ S. Lewis

Darlien V. Manley

Donna K. Wright

Rochelle DAR welcomes Gilroy as new member

The Rochelle Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution welcomed 
their newest member, Amy Gilroy, at the chapter meeting in April. DAR 
encourages membership interest by any women aged 18 years or older, who 
can demonstrate direct lineage to an individual who supported the Amer-
ican cause during the Revolutionary War. For more information about the 
Rochelle Chapter, most of whose members reside in the greater Rochelle 
area, including Amboy, Ashton, Chana, Creston, Davis Junction, DeKalb, 
Dixon, Franklin Grove, Kings, Leaf River, Malta, Monroe Center, Oregon, 
Ottawa, Paw Paw, Sterling, Steward and Sycamore, see the chapter’s website 
at https://ildar.org/chapters/rochelle or Facebook page at https://www.face-
book.com/RochelleChapterNSDAR. 

Oregon Park District donates 
computer to the Oregon VFW
The Oregon Park District was thrilled 
to donate a desktop computer to 
the Oregon VFW on Thursday, May 
18. The district recently upgraded its 
employee workstations in an effort to 
keep pace with technological change.  
The park district follows a lifecycle 
replacement plan to keep its IT infra-
structure secure and its staff produc-
tive. Some desktop computers were 
able to be re-purposed, including a 
desktop donation to the VFW.  The 
VFW aims to make a positive impact 
in the lives of veterans, service mem-
bers and their families.  The Oregon 
Park District is happy to help make 
that happen. Pictured is Erin Folk, Or-
egon Park District executive director 
and Robert Coulter, assistant quarter-
master, Oregon VFW Post 8739.
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Fill out the form below and drop off or  mail to:
Rochelle News-Leader, (Gone, But Not Forgotten), 211 Hwy. 38 East, Rochelle, IL 61068

In Honor of Memorial Day
The Rochelle News-Leader will publish memorials of those 
who  are gone but not forgotten. This is a wonderful way to 
remember those dear to us, and share memories.

Tributes include your choice of verse from the right, and an 
optional photo if submitted.

To remember your loved one in this special way,
send this form, a photo and $15.00 per listing.

If you wish, select one of the following verses 
below to accompany your tribute.

1. We hold you in our thoughts and memories forever.
2. May God cradle you in His arms, now and forever.
3  Forever missed, never forgotten. May God hold you

in the palm of His hand.
4. Thank you for the wonderful days we shared together.

My prayers will be with you until we meet again.
5. The days we shared were sweet. I long to see you

again in Godʼs heavenly glory.
6. Your courage and bravery still inspire us all, and the

memory of your smile fills us with joy and laughter.
7. Though out of sight, youʼll forever be in my heart and

mind.
8. The days may come and go, but the times we shared

will always remain.
9. May the light of peace shine on your face for eternity.
10. May Godʼs angels guide you and protect you

throughout time.
11. You were a light in our life that burns forever in our

hearts.
12. May Godʼs graces shine over you for all time.
13. You are in our thoughts and prayers from morning to

night and from year to year.
14. We send this message with a loving kiss for eternal

rest and happiness.
15. May the Lord bless you with His graces and warm,

loving heart.

Name Of Deceased: Verse Number: 

Relationship To Me:  Birth Date:___/___/___  Passing Date:___/___/___ 

Additional Information

Your Name 

Address  Phone Number

City  State: _____ Zip: 

David C. Andrews
July 10, 1961 – May 5, 1980

Your courage and
bravery still inspire us all, 
and the memory of your 

smile fills us with joy
and laughter.

Love, Mom & Dad

Remember your loved one with
a special tribute this Memorial Day.

Deadline is Tue., May 23rd at 4 p.m.

Deadline is Tue., May 23 at 4 p.m.

Please Publish My Tribute In The Special Memorial Day Section On May 29, 2023

05082023

To remember your loved one in this special way, 
send this form, a photo and $10.00 per listing.

The Ogle County Life will publish memorials of those 
who are gone but not forgotten. This is a wonderful way to 

remember those dear to us, and share memories.
Tributes include your choice of verse from the right, and 

an option photo if submitted.

Ogle County Life PO Box 175,

PCHS’s Cole receives grant from WGU

Mrs. Gina Cole of Polo Community High School was recently presented with a grant from Western Gov-
ernors University. The money will go towards supplies needed for her biology 105 course for seniors 
which also counts as dual credit through Sauk Valley Community College. The project that will benefit 
the most from this funding is her DNA editing unit - a favorite of this year’s seniors. Pictured here is her 
advanced biology class, who got to take a break from their final to help her receive the honor.

MT. MORRIS — Between 
April 22 and May 1, the Mt. 
Morris Police Department inves-
tigated the complaint of several 
burglaries to motor vehicles and 
incidents where unlocked vehi-
cles were taken from residences. 
After an investigation, Alejandro 
D. Ocampo, 18, Mt. Morris, 
was arrested and charged with 
burglary to a motor vehicle and 
possession of a stolen vehicle.  
Ocampo was transported to the 
Ogle County Jail where he was 
held in lieu of bond. Also involved 
was a juvenile, 15, Mt. Morris, 
and a juvenile, 16, Dixon.  The 
juveniles were referred to the 
Ogle County Juvenile Probation 
Department.

On April 29 at approximate-
ly 7:30 p.m., the Mt. Morris 
Police Department investigated 
a complaint in which a subject 
stated she was robbed of her 
belongings as she was walking 

in the 200 block of East Main 
Street. After an investigation, 
Connie S. Kise, 55, Mt. Morris, 
was arrested and charged with 
disorderly conduct-false call to 
police. Kise was transported to 
the Ogle County Jail where she 
was held in lieu of bond.

On May 2 at approximately 
5 p.m., Mt. Morris Police were 
sent to Sullivan’s Grocery Store 
for the report of a male subject 
that had previously been given 
trespassed from the location. After 
an investigation, Cha E. Keller, 
34, Mt. Morris, was located and 
charged with criminal trespass 
to property and resisting a peace 
officer. Keller was transported to 
the Ogle County Jail where he was 
held in lieu of bond.

On May 7 at approximately 
12:40 a.m., Mt. Morris Police were 
sent to Mobil for the report of a 
male subject that was trespassing. 
After an investigation, Darren T. 

Barker, 52, Mt. Morris, was ar-
rested and charged with criminal 
trespass to property. Barker was 
given a notice to appear, and he 
was released on scene.

On May 10 at approximate-
ly 1:10 a.m. Mt. Morris Police 
conducted a traffic stop in the 10 
block of West Center Street. The 
driver, Ashley M. Paddie, 32, Mt. 
Morris, was issued citations for 
suspended registration, operating 
an uninsured motor vehicle and 
no valid driver’s license.  Paddie 
was given a notice to appear, and 
was released on scene.

These charges are merely an 
accusation, and that the defen-
dant is presumed innocent unless 
proven guilty.

Police calls for service for 
April: Other public complaints 
– 102, citizen assist – 30, Other 
agency assists – 28, accident re-
ports – one and village ordinance 
violations – three.

MT. MORRIS POLICE DEPARTMENT

Juveniles, man arrested following burglaries

OREGON  — On 
April 25 at 10 a.m. dep-
uties were dispatched to 
a complaint of a vehicle 
passing a stopped school 
bus in the 5,000 block of 
North Blackwood Road, 
Davis Junction. On May 
9 at 6 p.m. deputies com-
pleted the investigation, 
and arrested Derek V. 
Wassilak, 49, of Davis 
Junction for driving on 
a revoked license and 
passing a school bus 
loading/unloading. Was-
silak was released on an 
I-Bond with a court date 
to appear.

On May 9 at approxi-
mately 7:22 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop at 
the intersection of Black-
hawk Drive and Peru 
Street in Byron.  After 
investigation, deputies 
placed Benjamin Jacobs 
under arrest for driving 
while license suspend-
ed. Jacobs was addition-
ally issued a citation for 
an expired registration 
sticker.  Jacobs was re-
leased on an I-Bond at the 
scene and given a future 
court date.

On May 9 at approxi-
mately 8:25 p.m. deputies 
and the Rochelle Fire De-
partment responded to the 
intersection of East Flagg 
Road and South Queens 
Road for a two-vehicle 
accident with minor in-
juries. After investiga-
tion, it was determined 
that a maroon Chev-
rolet Silverado, driven 
by Nathan Laws, 24, of 
Rochelle, was traveling 
eastbound on East Flagg 
Road, when he rear-end-
ed a black Chevrolet 
Trax, driven by Stephanie 
White, 31, of Rochelle, 
who was stopped at the 
above-mentioned inter-
section. Both vehicles 
traveled into the south 
ditch, where they came to 
rest. White and two juve-
niles were transported to 
the Rochelle Community 
Hospital and treated for 
minor injuries. Laws 
was issued a citation for 
failure to reduce speed 
to avoid an accident and 
released on scene. 

On May 12 at approxi-
mately 9:47 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop in 
the 200 block of West Hitt 
Street in Mt. Morris. After 
investigation, Emily A. 
Feiden, 27, of Mt. Morris, 
was placed under arrest 
for driving while license 
revoked. Feiden was also 
cited for operating an 
uninsured motor vehicle, 
operating a vehicle with 

expired registration and 
inoperable registration 
light. A male passenger, 
Joseph H. Kielsmeier Jr., 
37, of Leaf River, was also 
taken into custody for an 
outstanding warrant out 
of Ogle County. Both 
Feiden and Kielsmeier 
were transported to the 
Ogle County Jail and held 
in lieu of bond.

On May 12 at approxi-
mately 8:32 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop 
on Interstate 39 at mile 
marker 109. After inves-
tigation, deputies placed 
Kassie Deville, 27, of 
Ruston, Louisiana under 
arrest for driving while li-
cense suspended. Deville 
was additionally issued 
a citation for improper 
lane usage.  Deville was 
released on an I-Bond 
at the scene and given a 
future court date. 

On May 13 at approxi-
mately 7:38 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop at 
the intersection of Illinois 
Route 72 and Fork Creek 
Road. After investigation, 
deputies placed Severiana 
Huertero, 57, of Shannon 
under arrest for driving 
while license suspend-
ed. Huertero was released 
on an I-Bond at the scene 
and given a future court 
date.

On May 13 at approx-
imately 4 p.m. deputies 
responded to a residence 
in the 500 block of Au-
tumnwolf Drive in Davis 
Junction for the report of 
a theft in progress. After 
conducting an investiga-
tion, Nickole Butler, 39, 
of Forreston, was placed 
under arrest for theft 
under $500 and driving 
while license suspend-
ed.  Butler was issued a 
$2,500 I-bond and trans-
ported to KSB Hospital 
in Dixon for medical 
treatment.  Butler was 
issued a future court date.

On May 13 at 8:47 p.m. 
deputies conducted a traf-
fic stop at Illinois Route 
72 and North Mill Road 
for a traffic violation. 
After an investigation, 
Kevin W. Tober, 37, of 
Clinton, Wisconsin was 
arrested for driving under 
the influence of alcohol. 
Tober was also issued ci-
tations for improper lane 
usage and open container 
of alcohol/driver. Tober 
was transported to the 
Ogle County Jail and held 
in lieu of bond.

All individuals are 
considered innocent until 
proven guilty.

OGLE COUNTY SHERIFF

Man arrested after 
passing stopped 
school bus

OES’s Crosby receives $1,800 gift from 
WGU for classroom wish list
Oregon Elementary School kindergarten teacher 
Kristy Crosby was recently surprised by staff from 
Western Governor’s University with a gift of $1,800 
to fulfill a classroom wish list she had to purchase 
social emotional items for her classroom as part 
of Teacher Appreciation Week. Crosby is a recent 
graduate of WGU and was selected for her hard 
work in her post graduate studies and commitment 
to supporting her students at OES. The Oregon 
School District thanked Crosby for all that she does 
for students and WGU for taking the time to recog-
nize one of its staff members
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FORRESTON – The 
Mary Louise Floski Memo-
rial Scholarship for Educa-
tion was awarded to senior 
Alaina Miller at Forreston 
High School honors night. 
The scholarship was given 
in memory of long-time Mt. 
Morris resident Mary Floski, 
who served for many years 
as an English teacher at Leaf 
River Middle School.

In awarding the $1,000 
scholarship, Mary’s son, 
Doug Floski noted: “When 
my mom decided to go 
to college on the heels of 
the Great Depression, she 
was one of just a handful 
of women in the state to 
receive a small scholarship 
to attend teachers’ college 
at Eastern Illinois Univer-
sity. The scholarship paid 
for part of her tuition and 
she paid for the rest of her 
expenses by working on 
campus. Mom often said 
that she would not have 
been able to fulfill her dream 
of becoming a teacher with-

Oregon Rotary Club celebrates 85th anniversary, cleans up 
River Road
On Wednesday, May 3, the Oregon Rotary Club held their bi-monthly meeting 
and celebrated the 85th anniversary of when the club was chartered back on 
April 28, 1938. Current members gathered for lunch and a photo to commem-
orate this historic event. Later that same day, members of the Oregon Rotary 
did the annual “Adopt a Highway” roadside cleanup along a stretch of River 
Road.

Forreston’s Miller awarded 
Mary Louise Floski Memorial 
Scholarship for Education

out that scholarship.”
The scholarship selec-

tion committee found that 
Miller best epitomized 
Mary’s dedication and 
hard work to become an 
educator: Miller is ranked 
sixth in her graduating class 
with a GPA of 4.06; she is a 
member of National Honor 
Society, just as Mary was. 
She spent her high school 
years as an athlete, a volun-
teer and a leader.

Just as Mary served her 
community as a reading 
mentor and active volun-
teer, Miller spent much of 
her high school career in 
service – to NHS, student 
council and volunteering 
for youth sports during 
summers. She also took 
dual credit and advance 
placement classes, and 
worked in the district’s 
teacher assistant program.

“If you knew my mom, 
you know she never stopped 
moving, working, volun-
teering – she was always 
sharing her gifts,” Floski 
said. “She was a natu-
ral-born teacher and we saw 
that in Alaina’s application. 
The breadth of Alaina’s 
activities – but always with 
a focus on education and 
on young people – really 
spoke to us.”

Miller plans to attend 
Illinois State University in 
the fall and double major 
in special education and 
elementary education.
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May 23
American Legion Post 97 will be holding its 

May meeting Tuesday May 23 at 6 p.m. located 
at the VFW Post in Oregon, 1310 W. Washing-
ton. All members are encouraged to attend and 
all veterans are welcome. We will be planning 
summer activities and Memorial Day events. 
Any questions please call Bernadette Bird 815-
440-6603.

May 25
Loaves & Fish Food Pantry alongside North-

ern Illinois Food Bank is hosting a Mobile Food 
Pantry on  Thursday, May 25,  from  10-11:30 
a.m. The truck will be located at  Mt. Morris 
Church of the Brethren, 409 W. Brayton Road, 
Mt. Morris. Food is distributed on a first-come, 
first-served basis, while supplies last. Food is free 
to neighbors in need; no ID, proof of address or 

income is required. Loaves & Fish Food Pantry 
is located on the lower level of the Mt. Morris 
Church of the Brethren, 409 W. Brayton Road, 
and is open on the first and third Thursdays from 
3:30-6 p.m. and second and fourth Mondays from 
2-4:30 p.m. Anyone experiencing food insecurity 
is eligible to receive food. You do not need to have 
a referral, and no proof of income is required. Call 
815-613-8776 and leave a message. 

DAVIS JUNCTION — Welcome 
all to the Davis Junction Museum. We 
are open every Wednesday 10 a.m. 
to noon. 

On June 25 at 1:30 p.m. we have 
a World War II program presented 
by Dr. John Ulferts. He will speak on 
liberators of the Holocaust through 
the eyes who were there. Please join 
us. You are welcome to come at 1 
p.m. when we open. The program will 
begin at 1:30 p.m. and refreshments 

will be served. 
Once again we have our engraved 

brick fundraiser. These bricks will be 
in our new area in front of the info 
sign in front of the museum. After this 
area is full we will have another area 
by the postal wagon. It is our main 
fundraiser. The bricks are engraved 
according to the donors’ wishes. The 
cost is $48 with clip art, and $42 
without. June 15 we will be sending in 
our next order of engraved bricks. So 

please contact us so we can put your 
brick on the list for this order. 

On June 8 and 9 we will be having 
a bake sale along with miscellaneous 
items in front of the museum. This 
is being held for the “Exploring 610 
Days” in the nearby villages.  We 
are always looking for new mem-
bers. Your support is needed and we 
look forward to any input you may 
have, you can contact Kim Smeja at 
815-994-0803.

POLO — Michael and Paula Faivre of Polo are pleased 
to announce the engagement of their son, Tyler, to Sara 
Graden, daughter of Mark and Kathy Graden of Naperville. 
Tyler is a 2007 graduate of Polo Community High School 
and a 2011 graduate of Illinois State University. Tyler 
works as the director of global customer support at Ac-
rolinx, a software company based in Berlin, Germany.

Sara is a 2010 graduate of Waubonsie Valley High 
School and a 2014 graduate of the University of Illinois 
at Urbana-Champaign. She earned her master’s degree in 
gifted and talented education from Northeastern Illinois 
University. Sara is a seventh grade English language arts 
and social studies teacher at Scullen Middle School in 
Indian Prairie School District 204 in Naperville.

Tyler proposed to Sara in July 2022 while hiking on 
the Sólheimajökull Glacier in Iceland. 

Their wedding is planned for July 1, 2023.

Faivre, Graden 
to wed in July

Davis Junction Museum events upcoming

Oregon Lions host dessert auction

The Oregon Lions Club held a dessert 
auction during their general meeting on 
May 11 at the VFW in Oregon. Oregon Lions 
brought in a variety of tasty treats which 
were auctioned off by Oregon Lion James 
Brown.  Pictured are Oregon Lion Karen 
Brown and Oregon Lion James Brown hold-
ing a lemon meringue pie baked by Lion 
Mary Jo Moser.

IOWA CITY, Iowa 
— More than 100 current 
University of Iowa students 
participated in the 2023 
Spring Undergraduate Re-
search Festival, an event 
staged annually by the Iowa 
Center for Research by Un-
dergraduates.

A variety of judges, in-
cluding faculty, graduate 
students and peers as well 
as members of the Iowa 
City community, were on 
hand to discuss the students’ 
work and provide valuable 
feedback.

“This is an incredible op-
portunity for Iowa students 
to practice and hone their 
communication skills,” Bob 
Kirby, director of ICRU, 
said. 

“From designing a poster, 

to giving a short pitch about 
what they study and why it 
matters, to fielding questions 
from experts in their field as 
well as non-experts, every-
thing about this experience 
is designed to help students 
boost critical communica-
tion skills that will help them 
succeed in whatever comes 
next for them.”

One in three undergradu-
ates participates in research 
by the time that they graduate 
from the University of Iowa.

Ashley Rhodes of Chana 
participated in the area of 
mathematics & engineering.. 
Her presentation title was: 
Novel Gas Entrapping Ma-
terials to Improve Treatment 
of Solid Tumors.

Presentation abstract: 
“Gas entrapping materials 

can have many far reaching 
and impactful applications. 
Gasses have been shown to 
have therapeutic properties, 
and the ability to deliver gas 
to a specific area within the 
body can be beneficial for 
wound healing, improv-
ing cancer treatments, and 
decreasing inflammation. 
Many current methods for 
gas entrapment and delivery 
are inefficient and difficult 
to administer. We have 
fabricated a solid, biode-
gradable implant that has the 
capability of high-volume 
gas release. The goal is to 
deliver a variety of gasses in 
vivo and be able to control 
their dissolution to optimize 
timing of gas delivery. We 
are working to evaluate the 
potential of different bioma-

terials that form amorphous 
crystalline arrangements and 
to alter the properties of the 
material to control the tim-
ing of its dissolution within 
the body. These innovative 
devices can be used to store 
drugs, oxygen, and any other 
desired material to be deliv-
ered to biological systems. 
One specifically beneficial 
application is penetrating the 
hypoxic microenvironment 
commonly found in tumors, 
which causes therapeutic 
resistance. Methods to im-
prove tumor oxygenation 
have been shown to improve 
response to standard- of- 
care cancer treatments, 
such as radiation therapy, 
and these GEMs provide a 
controllable, novel solution 
to this issue.”

Chana’s Rhodes participates at Iowa’s spring research festival
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VIEWPOINT
The Ogle County Life is a division of 

News Media Corporation.
"Congress shall make no law. . .

abridging the freedom of speech or of the press"

Published every Monday
Mike Feltes, General Manager
Jeff Helfrich, Managing Editor

MOMENTS IN 
TIME Baseball on the radio

LIFE letters' 
policy

Concise letters are most likely to be 
chosen for publication, but the use of any 
material is at the discretion of manage-
ment. All letters must be signed or they 
will not be considered for publication.

During election times, no letters written 
by the candidates endorsing themselves 
will be considered for publication.

Editing may be necessary for space, 
clarity or to avoid obscenity or libel, but 
ideas will not be altered. Writers are urged 
to use discretion and refrain from sarcasm 
or personal attacks. 

Criticism of individuals or organizations 
that is not broached tactfully will jeop-
ardize the publication of a letter. Letters 
will be published in the order that they 
are received, unless there is a time factor 
involved, space permitting.

MOTHER’S Day has 
passed. Hope all of 
you mother’s out there 

had time to spend with your chil-
dren and family; and I hope they 
pampered you for the day in return 
for the countless times you’ve 
pampered them. Who knows; 
maybe they even did the laundry 
by themselves!

I was listening to the baseball 
game the other night on the old 
AM/FM radio. It got me reflect-
ing back on the old days. You 
know the old days when you were 
young. Seems kinda ironic doesn’t 
it?

I remember as a kid sitting out 
on the patio listening to the base-
ball game with my Dad enjoying a 
pop while he puffed on his Camel 
unfiltered. We had finished off an-
other great meal prepared by Mom 
and Dad had finished another hard 
day’s work on the farm. Me, I just 
finished a day at school, polished 
off homework and felt like sitting 
around with Pop.

As I hit my teenage years I 
used to take a Sunday drive in the 
country, windows down, winding 
country roads, radio banging out 
tunes and not a care in the world. 
Radio was a nice diversion.

However most of my radio lis-
tening time was spent on a tractor. 
Not just any tractor mind you. It 
was Pop’s old 830 model Case, 
narrow front-end and no cab. Box 
radio mounted on the fender. It was 
the first tractor I learned to drive at 
12 years old, and it still sits in the 
barn back home.

You see I was the designated 
cultivator as Dad grew older. I got 

to cultivate the corn once and the 
beans twice each summer. Right 
hand up on the fender so you could 
see the row guide, eating dust 
for breakfast, lunch and dinner 
with the radio dialed into 
WMAY, one of the local 
Springfield radio stations.

Mostly a few tunes 
rolling out, news on the 
hour and if I got lucky an 
afternoon St Louis Cardi-
nals game. The reception 
on that old box radio 
wasn’t the best, but with 
the antennae up it wasn’t 
quite as scratchy. Sometimes it was 
a little difficult to hear over the 
hum of the tractor engine, but you 
got used to tuning out the hum and 
focusing on the radio.

The older I grew the less I lis-
tened. Seems like driving in quiet 
solitude is more my cup of tea 
these days. My only radio now is a 
baseball game when the reception 
is good.

Never was a big news radio fan 
and most of today’s music I can’t 
understand the lyrics, so why both-
er being bothered.

But for all you folks who still 
like having the squawk box in the 
background I’ll share with you 
the top country songs of all time 
(tongue in cheek):

Get your tongue outta my 
mouth ‘cause I’m kissin’ you 
goodbye

I don’t know whether to pinch 
myself or go bowling

If I can’t be number one in your 
life then number two on you

I sold a car to a guy who stole 
my girlfriend, but it don’t run so 

we’re even
Mama get a hammer there’s a 

fly on papa’s head
If the phone don’t ring you 

know it’s me
She’s actin’ single and 

I’m drinkin’ doubles
How can I miss you if 

you won’t go away
I keep forgettin’ I forgot 

about you
I still miss you, but my 

aim’s getting’ better
I wouldn’t take her to a 

dog fight ‘cause I’m afraid 
she’d win

I’m so miserable without you, 
it’s like having you here

If I’d have shot you when I 
wanted to I’d be outta jail by now

My head hurts, my feet stink 
and I don’t love you

My wife ran off with my best 
friend, I sure do miss him

Please bypass this heart
You done tore out my heart and 

stomped it flat
You’re the reason our kids are 

so ugly
Her teeth was stained, but her 

heart was pure
She’s looking better after every 

drink
I’d say thank you but I don’t 

know what you’ve done
Power tools and drinkin’ keep 

me from thumbin’ through the 
pages

Think I’ll just go listen to a ball 
game.

“May your life one day be as 
awesome as you pretend it is on 
Facebook.” -Anonymous

Ron Kern is the manager of the 
Ogle County Farm Bureau.

WHEN I read 
about four 
adults and 

one child being killed 
last month in a shooting 
rampage in Cleveland, 
Texas, I just cringed.

We live in a society 
where gun violence has 
become commonplace. 
Mass shootings have 
become weekly occur-
rences. During the first 
18 weeks of 2023, our 
nation experienced 20 
shootings that have each 
taken the lives of at least 
four people. 

The five killed in 
Cleveland were just 
ordinary folks, immi-
grants from Honduras. 
Their next-door neighbor 
was reportedly outside 
late firing his rifle into 
the sky. They asked if he 
could stop because the 
gunfire was keeping their 
baby awake.

It would seem a rea-
sonable request. Instead, 
police say Francisco Oro-
peza, 39, took his AR-15 
style semiautomatic rifle 
and killed five people, 
including an 8-year-old 
child.

The Washington Post 
reported three children 
survived the shooting.  
“Two of the women who 
were killed were found 
lying on top of the young 
children in a bedroom.  
‘They were trying to 
protect the children,’” 
San Jacinto County 
Sheriff Greg Capers told 
The Washington Post.  
“It’s horrific,” Capers 
said.  “No one should 
ever have to look at this 
scene, the blood, the 
trauma that went on in 
that house.”

A massive manhunt 
ended May 2 when a law 
enforcement team found 
Oropeza in a closet hid-
ing under some laundry. 
Brave fellow.

When I read that 
story, I couldn’t help but 

remember when I was 
in Cleveland, Texas, five 
years ago. Oddly enough, 
I was investigating a 
different murder.

When I was a young 
reporter, fresh out of 
graduate school, I cov-
ered a shooting at 
a day care center 
near Galveston, 
Texas. A man 
walked into the 
nursery with a 
gun and shot two 
teachers in front 
of two dozen 
screaming kids. 

I covered his 
trial. He was sentenced to 
30 years in prison.

Thirty years later, I 
found myself in a state 
prison in Cleveland sit-
ting across a table from 
him as he awaited his 
release. He tried to write-
it off as a big misunder-
standing.  I have never 
had such a strong desire 
to slap someone I was 
interviewing. 

I had spent the preced-
ing days with the family 
of the teacher he killed, 
talking to the worker 
he shot three times but 
survived and listening 
to one of the children 
whose earliest memory 
was his act of violence.

After I finished the 
interview in the prison, 
I did what I always do 
when I visit a small 
town for the first time. 
I ate at the local diner, 
sat at the “community 
table” and learned about 
the town. Two cops sat 
across from me eating 
their breakfast. 

When I told them 
why I was in town, they 
invited me back to their 
station and regaled me 
with stories of cases they 
had investigated over the 
years. After a few hours 
of listening, they took 
me to lunch at a Mexi-
can restaurant. (Nothing 
is better than TexMex in 

small-town Texas.) 
When I learned of 

the recent violence in 
Cleveland, I thought 
about the cops I met and 
wondered if they were 
working the case. I also 
thought about the killer 

I interviewed in 
the Cleveland 
prison.

He’s proof that 
this senseless 
gun violence is 
nothing new. 
It’s an ongoing 
American trage-
dy. I don’t like to 
write about gun 

rights because I don’t 
have much new to say. 

The U.S. Supreme 
Court has said that the 
Second Amendment 
gives Americans a right 
to own firearms. I’m a 
gunowner. I spend No-
vember and December 
weekends shivering in a 
deer blind with a gun on 
my lap.

But I’m the first to 
acknowledge that no 
constitutional right is 
an absolute. Freedom of 
speech doesn’t protect 
perjury. Freedom of the 
press doesn’t include 
child pornography. Free 
exercise of religion 
doesn’t cover human 
sacrifice. 

When I reported 
on the daycare center 
shooting 35 years ago, 
I learned the killer 
had purchased a cheap 
handgun in a pawnshop 
shortly before the crime. 
In those days before the 
federal waiting period, 
he was able to leave the 
shop angry and fully 
armed. 

I can’t help but 
wonder if a whole lot 
of heartache could have 
been avoided if he had 
had  two days to cool 
off and wait to pick up 
his firearm like he would 
today. That’s an example 
of a gun control measure 

that has worked and 
saved lives. 

I have never under-
stood why some peo-
ple feel the need to go 
outside and fire their gun 
into the air. According to 
the New York Times in 
many areas of rural Texas 
a person can stand in 
their front yard and fire 
a gun repeatedly and 
not violate so much as a 
village ordinance.

The night of the 
Cleveland massacre, 
Oropeza reportedly had 
been drinking alcohol, 
waving a rifle in his front 
yard and firing off bullets 
with his military-style ri-
fle. His neighbors called 
the police five times to 
complain. Each time, a 
dispatcher told the call-
ers the officers were on 
their way.

Such calls are a pret-
ty-low priority, particu-
larly when the complaint 
doesn’t involve someone 
violating a law.

After hours of hear-
ing a crying baby kept 
awake by gunfire and 
finding the police unre-
sponsive, the mother of 
the child walked next 
door to ask her neighbor 
to quiet it down. In the 
moments afterward, five 
people ended up dead.

It seems to me that 
Texas lawmakers ought 
to consider banning the 
recreational firing of 
guns in neighborhoods. 
And we don’t allow 
people to drink while 
driving cars, how about 
banning drinking and 
firing guns?

If some measures such 
as these had been on the 
books, police officers 
may have had a pretext to 
intervene and prevent the 
tragedy that ensued. 

Scott Reeder a staff 
writer for the Illinois 
Times can be reached 
at sreeder@illinoistimes.
com.

An ongoing American tragedy

Scott Reeder

Ron Kern

* On June 4, 1411, France’s King 
Charles VI granted a monopoly for the 
ripening of Roquefort cheese to the 
village of Roquefort-sur-Soulzon. The 
cheese’s origin more than three centu-
ries earlier was humble indeed, after a 
shepherd left his noon meal in a cave 
by accident. 

* On June 1, 1843, antislavery activist 
Isabella Baumfree became a Methodist 
and adopted the memorable moniker 
“Sojourner Truth.” Born into slavery 
herself circa 1797, she chose the name 
after claiming that God had called her 
to leave the city for the countryside and 
testify “to the hope that was within her.”

* On June 2, 1908, the song “Take Me 
Out to the Ballgame” was copyrighted. 
Now the unofficial anthem of North 
American baseball, it wasn’t inspired 
by personal experience, as the tune’s 
writers, Jack Norworth and Albert Von 
Tilzer, had never actually attended a 
game when they penned it.

* On May 31, 1911, the “unsinkable” 
RMS Titanic was launched from Belfast, 
Northern Ireland, where it had been 
built. Its tragic fate the following April 
remains the deadliest peacetime sinking 
of an ocean liner or cruise ship.

* On May 30, 1964, the Beatles’ offi-
cial debut single, “Love Me Do,” made 
it to No. 1 on the U.S. music charts. The 
tune was co-written by John Lennon 
and Paul McCartney, though Lennon 
later would say it was “Paul’s song ... 
I do know he had the song around, in 
Hamburg, even, way, way before we 
were songwriters.”

* On June 3, 1989, following student 
unrest that was spreading to the rest of 
the country’s population, China began 
using troops armed with assault rifles 
and accompanied by tanks to sub-
due protesters in Tiananmen Square, 
Beijing. Estimates of the death toll 
ranged from several hundred to several 
thousand people, with thousands more 
wounded.

* On May 29, 2018, Russian journalist 
Arkady Babchenko faked his own death 
with the intention of exposing Russian 
agents. While the media at first reported 
that he’d been assassinated on his way 
home to his Kyiv apartment, Babchen-
ko appeared very much alive the next 
day at a press conference broadcast on 
Ukrainian television.

(c) 2023 King Features Synd., Inc. 
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Polo Lion Buchar awarded for 
sponsoring longtime  
members

At the Polo Lions Club meeting held 
at the White Pines Lodge on Tuesday, 
April 18, President Winton Bocker 
presented an award to Polo Lions 
Member Dave Buchar. The award 
Dave is receiving is for sponsoring 
two members that have stayed for a 
while. Thank you Dave for your good 
work and continued membership in 
the Polo Lions Club.

POLO — The Polo Memorial 
Day Parade will be held on Memo-
rial Day, Monday, May 29. It will 
consist of members of the Patrick 
Fegan American Legion Post #83 
and Polo VFW 8455, veterans, the 
Polo Police and Fire Departments, 
and other groups including the Girl 
Scouts, Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts.   
The parade will step of at 9:30 a.m. 
and proceed west on Mason to North 

on Division to Fairmount Cemetery.  
If IDOT has not completed their work 

on Division Street, then an alternate 
route will be announced.  

There will be a ceremony at ap-
proximately 10 a.m. to include a 
wreath laying by both the Ameri-
can Legion and VFW auxiliaries at 
the tomb of the unknown soldier.   
All are welcome to march and partic-
ipate in the parade.

Polo Memorial Day 
parade set for May 29

OREGON — The Oregon School District recently 
congratulated Oregon Elementary School sixth grad-
ers Jasper Messenger and Abigail Kalnins for being 
selected for the Illinois Principals Association Student 
Leadership Award.

They were honored at a Student Leadership Brunch in 
Dixon May 5. Both were selected for their commitment 
to service to others, positive leadership, involvement 
in extra-curriculars and excellence in the classroom.

Messenger, Kalnins 
win IPA student 
leadership award

OREGON — Oregon’s Mr. Dom Cozzi was honored 
in Chicago May 4 by Back2School America for the 
work he and Mrs. Starkey are doing with the Oregon 
High School transitions program. 

As his nominator, Oregon teacher Kim Radostits 
wrote, “Dom is extremely deserving of this award as 
he goes above and beyond to provide authentic work 
experiences for our Hawks and embodies all that we set 
out to do with our district’s mission statement.”

Cozzi honored 
by Back2School 
America
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Oregon FFA’s  
Flanagan places at 
state ag mechanics  
contest

Oregon FFA member 
Owen Flanagan recently 
placed in the top ten at 
the state FFA Ag Mechan-
ics contest held in Peoria. 
The State contest was 
made up of mechanics 
finalists statewide.

OREGON — Kendra 
Ehrler, a senior at Oregon 
High School, was selected 
to receive a $2,500 
STAR Scholarship 
from the P.E.O. Sis-
terhood. She was 
recommended by 
P.E.O. Chapter CU 
of Mt. Morris.

T h e  P. E . O . 
STAR Scholarship 
was established in 
2009 to provide schol-
arships for exceptional 
women in their final year 
of high school to attend an 
accredited postsecondary 
educational institution in 
the U.S. or Canada in 
the next academic year. 
The competitive STAR 
Scholarship is for women 
who exhibit excellence 
in leadership, academics, 
extracurricular activities, 
community service and 
potential for future success. 

Kendra is very active 
in school, her church and 
the community.  She is on 
the OHS Student Council 
and served as president of 

Ehrler receives prestigious 
P.E.O. STAR scholarship

her class as a junior. She 
is also a member of the 
National Honor Society 

and is serving as its 
secretary this year. 
Kendra has been 
part of both the 
marching band and 
the concert band for 
four years, along 
with being on the 
golf team for four 
years. She has spent 

three seasons on the bowl-
ing team also. She is also 
involved in school plays 
and musicals.

Kendra is an active 
member of Trinity United 
Church and has helped with 
Vacation Bible School and 
the Strong Girls to Women 
summer camps.  Another 
activity she has enjoyed 
is helping the Mt. Morris 
Fire Department with their 
pancake breakfasts and has 
helped build crisis kits.

Kendra Plans to attend St. 
Norbert College in De Pere, 
Wisconsin and has plans to 
major in biology with an 
emphasis on genetics. 

Chapter CU has been 
a part of the Mt. Morris 
community since it was 
organized in 1929.

P.E.O. (Philanthropic 
Educational Organization) 
has been celebrating women 
helping women reach for 
the stars for more than 150 
years. Since its inception in 
1869, the nonprofit organi-
zation has helped more than 
119,000 women pursue ed-
ucational goals by providing 
over $398 million in grants, 
scholarships, awards and 
loans. The Sisterhood also 
owns and supports Cottey 
College. Through member-
ship, the P.E.O. Sisterhood 
has brought together more 
than half a million women 
in the United States and 
Canada who are passion-
ate about helping women 
advance through education 
while supporting and moti-
vating them. In addition to 
the educational philanthro-
pies, the P.E.O. Sisterhood 
provides a framework of 
support and community for 
all members.

OREGON — The Oregon Park District opened a new 
playground structure at Mix Park on May 16. The district 
purchased the new playground equipment in December 
with plans to replace the existing structure installed in 1999. 
Capital improvement funds and a $43,726 grant provided 
by GameTime were used to fund the Mix Park addition. 

Oregon Park District staff began removal of the old play-
ground in April. Equipment was donated to Kids Around 
the World, an organization based in Rockford. Kids Around 
the World refurbishes existing playgrounds and re-installs 
in poverty-stricken communities. 

The new playground equipment was installed by staff 
as a cost-saving measure. Installation by staff, and not a 
contracted installer, saved the district more than $59,000 
in additional expenses. Erin Folk, executive director, said, 
“We’re truly fortunate to have talented employees who were 
willing to rise to the challenge when asked to complete the 

installation.”
The new playground provides 2,600 square feet of play 

space and meets all ADA standards for accessible design. 
The structure is designed to meet the play needs for children 
ages 2-5 and 5-12. The district will also be adding a Zero-G 
Swing allowing children who need additional support to 
swing alongside their friends. The swing will be installed 
upon delivery.  

Following installation, the structure was inspected and 
approved by a certified playground safety inspector. All 
playgrounds installed after March 15, 2012, are required to 
comply with the 2010 ADA standards for accessible design. 

“Creating ADA-accessible spaces continues to be a top 
priority and we’re always looking for ways to move beyond 
the minimum standards,” Folk said.  

In 2020, the district looked to exceed the minimum ADA 
standards and constructed a new playground at Park West 

to comply with accessible design standards and be fully 
inclusive. Park West is a National Demonstration Site for 
inclusive play and can be viewed at www.playcore.com/
nds/map#15099. 

Inclusive designs address the developmental needs of 
the whole child by intentionally providing opportunities 
for physical, cognitive, communicative, social/emotional 
and sensory development. This site was chosen for inclu-
sive play due to Park West being a recreation hub for the 
community and its proximity to Oregon Elementary School 
and the Village of Progress. 

Mix Park is owned by the City of Oregon but leased to 
the Oregon Park District through 2045 for maintenance 
and park management. The park includes 2.4 acres of open 
space, a playground, shelter, two pickleball courts and two 
sculptures on the Oregon Sculpture Trail, Paths of Conviction 
and The Fish Boys.

Oregon Park District’s Mix Park playground opens

MEMORIAL DAY SALEMEMORIAL DAY SALE

300 Mix Street, Oregon IL 61061 • 815-732-2969

Hanging Baskets - Great Selection  
BUY 3, GET 1 FREE 

05
22

20
23

Greenhouse
Bursting with Color

atat
Merlin’s HagemannHagemann

HorticultureHorticultureThe Other Side Boutique
&

OPEN MEMORIAL DAYOPEN MEMORIAL DAY
9AM - 1PM9AM - 1PM

OPEN SUNDAY MAY 28  OPEN SUNDAY MAY 28  
9AM - 1PM9AM - 1PM
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ADVERTISE YOUR 
BUSINESS HERE!
Great Rate - Great Spot!

Call Mike @ 815-561-2124 or email 
mfeltes@oglecountylife.com

01252021

Jenn Goley
630-732-6858

Carla Benesh
815-985-6235

Mark True
815-631-1699

Lori Peterson
815-973-2180

JD Gieson
815-677-1873

Stephanie Wendt
815-985-2055

Merri Cruz
815-988-7947

Rebecca Hazzard
Designated Managing Broker/Owner

815-509-8432

Carrie Rowland
815-677-8656

Erin Spence
815-262-5555

Boone Lockard
815-970-3506

Ashley Patterson
815-291-6308

Jenny Kirchner
815-440-2145

Josie Kuss
815-994-1079

Taylor Miller
815-751-8943

Casey Cline
217-840-8855

Jamie Pendergrass
815-243-4310

Becky Adams
815-509-5837

Kierra Moore 
815-238-3902

RockValleyProperties.com
Each office is independently owned & operated.

312 Cuyahoga Drive, Dixon  
$199,900 Call Jenny

There’s no place like home in this 3 bedroom, 2 bath ranch situated 
on .5 acre in beautiful Lost Lake Subdivision. Attached 2+ car 
garage, full basement with a massive finished space for entertaining 
or family time. The lot has a country feel with mature trees and a 
private back yard with deck. One owner home with lots of recent 
improvements- AC, water heater/softener 2022, furnace 2021, sump 
pumps, sewer grinder pump 2019, Generac generator 2017, and roof 
2014. Master suite has large bedroom with slider to the deck and 
a full bath with shower. Convenient main floor bathroom for guests 
and additional bedrooms. Kitchen is functional with an abundance of 
cabinets, counter space, and breakfast bar. It is adjacent to a dining 
room with gas fireplace that you can utilize to fit your needs. Main 
floor living room and foyer with huge closet as you enter the home. 
Plenty of storage throughout the home. Homeownership at LL allows 
enjoyment of the 88-acre lake - private roads, a gated community, 2 
beaches, and parks. Easy access from I-88 or I-39, centrally located 
between Oregon, Dixon, or Rochelle.

606 E Washington St., Oregon, IL

815-732-9100

509 N. 5th Street, Savanna  
$29,900 Call Carla

New Listing in Savanna! This is an opportunity that will only result 
in profits! This handyman’s special is This 3 bedroom, 2 bath one 
story home has a large living room with fireplace, large eat in kitchen, 
enclosed front porch. This property sits high on the hill in the heart 
of Savanna.

320 S. Galena Ave., Dixon  
$225,000 Call Carla

New Commercial Listing in Dixon! Location, Location, Location!! 
is what this spot is all about! Sitting on a corner lot just south 
of Dixon’s famed arch! Close to Lee County Courthouse and 
downtown plus KSB Hospital. This commercial property has loads 
of opportunities with its B-2 Commercial zoning. Daily Traffic Count 
is over 18,000 vehicles each day. 2 Furnaces, Central Air, Office 
space, 2 bathrooms, Large blacktop parking lot with ample parking 
area. There’s 2 garage doors that are 10 ft tall and a show room area 
with a wall of windows. This would be ideal for a variety of small 
businesses or a service style business. Great spot for a drive through 
service as well.

501 S. Peoria Avenue, Dixon  
$149,900 Call JD

Step into this one-of-a-kind 2-story home that exudes charm and 
character. With its freshly painted stucco siding, this home stands 
out as a unique gem. Inside, you’ll find spacious living areas and 
generously sized bedrooms, flooded with an abundance of natural 
light that creates a warm and inviting atmosphere. The backyard is 
a true oasis, complete with a serene pond and endless potential for 
landscaping to create your own private paradise. Additional features 
include a 2-car detached garage, full basement, beautiful hardwood 
floors, and a cozy fireplace that adds a touch of warmth to the space. 
This home offers a perfect blend of functionality and beauty, making 
it an ideal place to create lasting memories.

1610 Brinton Avenue, Dixon 
$189,900 Call JD

Well maintained ranch townhouse on the edge of Dixon! Within close 
proximity to parks, hiking trails, the new Park District rec center & 
splash pad, as well as Timber Creek Golf Course. You will surely 
appreciate the lack of maintenance needed, as this home is move-in 
ready, featuring 2 bedrooms including a master suite with walk-out 
deck, main floor laundry, full partially finished basement, attached 2 
car garage, beautiful sunroom, home generator, gas fireplace, and 
more! Make it yours today.
     

5727 Poplar Drive, Oregon  
$29,000 Call Rebecca

Wanting that ‘new’ home feel? Tired of all those tedious home ONE 
ACRE WOODED LOT! Looking for the perfect spot to build your 
dream home in the woods? Look no further! Heavily treed lot with 
plenty of building sites for the house you have been dreaming of.  
Located in between Dixon and Oregon, on a quiet road, this is a 
location that is sure to please. Bring your house plans and make an 
offer today!

1205 N. Rock Road, Oregon 
$649,000 Call Rebecca

CUSTOM BUILT HOME ON 20 ACRES! Perfectly situated on a dead end, private road, you 
will enjoy all the privacy that this home and property have to offer. This roomy ranch is 9 years 
young with nearly 4,000 square feet of finished space plus a heated 24x32 outbuilding and an 
additional 30x40 outbuilding offer you plenty of living space indoors and out. 4+ bedrooms 
and 3.5 bathrooms along with a fully finished walkout basement with kitchenette add to the 
appeal of the layout of this property. Open concept living space on the main floor with custom 
kitchen featuring granite counter tops, large island with wash sink, undermounted lighting, 
tile backsplash and large pantry. Hardwood oak flooring through the main living space with a 
large dining room and spacious living room. There is also an inviting four seasons room with 
wood burning stove and access to the deck with stunning country views. The master bedroom 
has walk in closet and ensuite bathroom with double shower, double vanity and corner jetted 
tub. Fully finished lower level with in floor, radiant heat and premium laminate plank flooring. 
There are 2 bedrooms, kitchenette, full bathroom, family room and a bonus room in this area 
that does not feel like a basement because it has tons of natural light from the windows and 
walkout door. Attached, heated 3 car garage with in floor radiant heat. Outdoors you will enjoy 
prairie land with wide walking paths, heated pool, spruce tree lined property, small spring area 
in a wooded area, a beautiful huge burr oak tree to swing and sit under. Nice set up for poultry 
or other animals in the pole sheds.  About 8 acres of prairie, 2 acre yard, 5.5 acre former hay 
field with food plots, mature asparagus patch, aronia berry bushes and wooded areas. This 
move-in ready property in the quintessential house in the country that all buyers dream of. Call 
today for your private showing!

2647 S. Snyder Road, Oregon 
$195,000 Call Mark

You can vacation year round with your own RIVERFRONT cottage 
that’s nestled high & dry above the Rock River just outside of 
Oregon, IL!! 3 bedrooms, kitchen, 1 full bath, living room & dining 
room will provide plenty of room to bring the family & enjoy time 
together! Refrigerator & stove will stay. Partially furnished with some 
furniture, beds and decor. Home has 4 year old natural gas furnace 
and central air. Siding, roof & gutter guards are 4 years old. Multiple 
outdoor deck/patio areas for dinner parties, fishing, bird watching 
and watching the river go by! Front porch has porch swing ready 
for lazy summer evenings. Privacy fencing on one side. River can 
be accessed by metal stairway going down. Nice outdoor shed for 
storing all your fishing/lawn equipment! Dock is included in this sale.
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The vanishing whistleblowers:  
County schools battling official shortage

BY GEORGE HOWE
CORRESPONDENT

OGLE COUNTY — The future of high school team 
sports, especially in the rural areas, is in peril. Some of 
the contributing factors are a general lack of interest in 
sports as a result of social media, and gaming. The other 
is the amount of abuse that comes along with putting on 
the shirt and whistle. 

“Not that long ago, people would come out of college 
in their 20s or a semi-retired individual would be looking 
for something to do and there would be an abundance 
of officials, not so today,” Oregon High School Athletic 
Director Mike Lawton, whose school is part of the Big 
Northern Conference, said. “It’s a fundamental change 
in our society since I started in 2011. The level of abuse 
at games is at an all-time high. It’s sad, schools like us 
try to make sportsmanship announcements and hang 
signs along the field and in the gym. It hasn’t helped 
too much.”

If you’ve had a child, relative or family friend par-
ticipate in sports over the years, you might have found 
yourself getting caught up in the heat of the emotion 
of the game and yelled at an official. It’s the human 
condition of competitiveness. Most officials understand 
going in that getting yelled at is unfortunately part of 
the job. In a split second, one group that just cheered a 
call is now jeering. 

According to Don Cook, who’s been an official for 
53 years and thought that he had heard and seen it all 
but with modern technology, there is a new element to 
the cruelty. 

“It’s happened on more than one occasion when one 
of our officials will be followed out to their car by an 
unhappy spectator trying to show the call made record-

ed on their phone,” Cook said. “Fans are tough and 
mean-spirited. Every year rules change but most fans 
don’t stay up with it and yell about an old rule getting 
everyone worked up.” 

The officials that have continued to walk out on the 
field and the court are starting to get up in age, yet con-
tinue to stick around. 

“I’ve had many conversations with the guys and they’ve 
told me that they would like to retire but don’t want to see 
the kids lose opportunities to compete,” Forreston High 
School Athletic Director Kyle Zick said. “These officials 
in our Northern Upstate Illinois Conference have done a 
fantastic job considering how short we are.” 

The COVID-19 pandemic didn’t help matters. All 
sporting events were canceled and a lot of the regulars 
had to find other things to do. 

“The guys that had been doing it all of these years liked 
the fact that they had their Friday nights open and could 
take their wives to supper”, Cook said. “There wasn’t any 
worry about covering games on the weekend and they 
found new interests and didn’t come back.” 

Of the handful of new brave souls that have decided to 
step in between the lines, the lack of officials has thrust 
them into working varsity games when they might not 
be ready, making matters worse. 

“We are forced to use inexperienced officials in varsity 
games or cancel the them because we don’t have anyone 
else,” Lawton said. ”The coaches, players and parents 
don’t understand that. Why would anyone want to put 
up with the abuse? Often times they don’t come back. 
Then if a student is sitting in the stands and was possibly 
considering trying to referee, the yelling and screaming 
makes it an easy decision not to.”

See REFEREE page 2
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Both schools now 
have to cancel games as 

“I have legitimate fears for 
the sustainability of high 
school sports.”

Mike Lawton
Oregon High School Athletic Director

a result of not being able 
to find anyone. 

“Here’s an example,” 
Lawton said. ”We typical-

ly leave Wednesday and 
Fridays open for makeup 
games due to weather. 
Those games are now not 
being made up.” 

Zick said every sport 
has seen issues with of-
ficials. Right now, there 
doesn’t seem to be a 
solution to the problem. 

“I have legitimate 
fears for the sustain-
ability of high school 
sports,” Lawton said. 
“If we continue to have 
teacher, coach, bus driv-
er, and referee shortages, 
high school sports goes 
away after more than 80 
years. It might not be in 
the next couple of years 
but certainly in the next 
8-10.”

So, the next time you 
go to a football, bas-
ketball or volleyball 
game and you’re ready 
to lose your cool, just 
take a moment to realize 
what’s at stake and turn 
that negative energy into 
something positive. And 
consider putting on a 
whistle.

REFEREE: County schools 
facing referee shortage

Local official Don Cook, who has worked at the 
craft for 53 years, spoke with the Ogle County 
Life about the impact of the referee shortage 
on local high school sports. (Courtesy photo)

County boys track teams 
compete at BNC meet

Ogle County boys track teams re-
cently competed in the Big Northern 
Conference meet at Hinder’s Field in 
Rock Falls. Byron finished seventh (37 
points), Stillman Valley finished eighth 
(33 points) and Oregon finished ninth 
(24 points). Dixon won the 10-team 
meet with 110 points. 
 
Oregon softball defeats 
Winnebago

On May 16, the Oregon varsity 
softball team defeated Winnebago 9-7. 
Oregon’s Ava Hackman hit a home 
run and struck out seven batters as the 
Hawks outlasted Winnebago, scoring 
two in the top of the seventh inning 
to break a 7-7 tie. Laila Anderson 
squeeze bunted in the go-ahead run for 
the Hawks. Sarah Stevens and Reilee 
Suter both had two hits and Emma 

Schlichtmann struck out four at pitcher 
for Oregon. The Hawks moved on to 
the regional championship game on 
Saturday against Marengo at 10 a.m. 
in Oregon.
 
Scores
Varsity baseball

May 11: Stillman Valley 14, Ore-
gon 1

May 13: Woodstock North 7, Still-
man Valley 0
Varsity softball

May 11: Rock Falls 2, Stillman 
Valley 0

May 13: Stillman Valley 9, Johns-
burg 1

May 13: Johnsburg 4, Stillman Val-
ley 2 (game two)

May 15: Stillman Valley 4, Dixon 3
Varsity girls soccer

May 13: Stillman Valley 3, Winneba-
go 1 (SV wins regional championship)

AREA SPORTS
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Serving dinner Wednesday 5 - 8 p.m.
Friday and Saturday 5 - 8 p.m. 07

27
20

22

Join us on Friday nights for 
fish, chicken and more
Saturday we serve up 

Chicken Ralphie 
a fan favorite 

The slots are hot and 
the beer is cold

08032020

Premium Hardwood • Designer Colored Mulches
Pulverised Dirt • Mushroom Compost • Straw Bales

Delivery Available

LAST weekend was one of the 
best of the year for me with 
an Oregon pole vaulter I help 

coach qualifying for state on Friday 
and then spending Sunday with the 
woman who gave me birth 65 years 
ago on Mother’s Day.

But, the most gratifying 
experience was on Saturday. 
That is when I saw firsthand 
how the community of Polo 
supports one of its own.

Clarification here. It wasn’t 
just Polo, but people from 
neighboring towns from all 
over the area that came out for 
a benefit for beloved citizen, 
coach, family member and friend in 
Jeff Grobe. 

This wasn’t your normal gathering 
for someone with a health ailment. 
This was big time, with street closures, 
live bands and hundreds of people 
converging on the town.

And why not? From what I learned 
about Jeff Grobe, he normally would 
have been the one leading the charge 
on helping others throughout his de-
cades of living and working in Polo.

I got to know Jeff from covering his 
girls basketball teams. What was re-
freshing about interviewing him is that 
he told it like it was, rather than bland 
coach-speak.

That man was genuine. Likewise, 
Polo is a genuine town, one that I’ve 
been appreciated since helping at the 
Jaycees chicken fry during Town and 
Country Days over 30 years ago.

Polo reminds me of a similar-sized 
town I grew up in during early grade 
school, Galva, Illinois. Good people 
and willing to lend a hand wherever is 
needed.

Walking along Mason Street the 
morning of the benefit and seeing vol-
unteers setting up, there was a feeling 
of small town Americana at its best. 
In the calm before the rush, I had the 
pleasure of speaking with Jason Grobe, 
son of Jeff, about what his father 
meant to the community and the con-
nective tissue of high-school sports.

It always seems like sports means 
more to these small towns than the 
bigger ones. And, though these towns 
have fierce rivalries, like the ones we 
see in the NUIC, those same towns 
support each other in time of need.

A small example I noticed was a gift 
basket from the Eastland basketball 

team in the silent auction. I’m sure 
there were others too.

Getting back to the ongoing sports 
beat, two schools that share a spirited 
rivalry are Byron and Stillman Valley. 
In what appears to be a fairly equal 

girls soccer sectional, those two 
could possibly meet in the finals.

Stillman needs to beat Indian 
Creek to get there and Byron the 
same with Rock Island Alleman. 
The competitive advantage 
enjoyed by Alleman is playing 
bigger schools in the Western 
Big-6 conference. 

In fact, there is such an 
enrollment disparity going up 

against teams like Moline and Rock Is-
land, Alleman gave up playing football 
because of getting beat up so bad.

Still, Byron is capable of beating 
Alleman. The feel good story of Still-
man’s regional title over Winnebago 
was foreign-exchange student Sigrid 
Larsen of Norway. With her parents 
coming over from the homeland to 
watch her for the first time, Larsen 
played a pivotal role in the win.

With relay powerhouses in Win-
nebago and Rockford Christian pres-
ent, Forreston-Polo and Oregon were 
still able to have big outings at the 1A 
girls track & field sectional.

Both had their best showings 
in years by qualifying for state in 
six events each. Grabbing a med-
al at Charleston will be tough, but 
the Hawks are seeded No. 8 in the 
1,600-meter relay.

In a strange placement by the IHSA, 
the Forreston-Polo boys teams heads 
all the way to Rockridge, south of the 
Quad-Cities for its track sectional. 
Usually they are slotted in with the lo-
cals at Oregon, which would have been 
a far shorter drive than the 100 miles 
to Rockridge high school.

However, the F-P 400, 800 and 
1,600 relays are seeded No. 1 at Rock-
ridge. At Oregon, they would have 
been in a real dog fight with RC and 
‘Bago.

And, it’s baseball and softball kick-
ing off the post season this past week. 
More to report on that later, as region-
als are settled.

Andy Colbert is a longtime Ogle 
County resident with years of expe-
rience covering sports and more for 
multiple area publications.

Andy Colbert

OHS congratulates Ultimate Hawk award winners

Oregon High School recently congratulated its Class of 2023 Ultimate Hawk 
award winners. The honor can only be earned by participating in three sports 
(fall/winter/spring) all four years of high school. Winners included Hunter Bu-
chanan, Gabe Eckerd, Ava Hackman, Hadley Lutz, Liz Mois and Ava Wight. 

How Polo supports 
one of its own

Rock River Center is a resource cen-
ter located at 810 S. 10th Street, Oregon.  
Do you need help with Benefit Access 
Application for a license plate discount, 
Medicare, housing, homemaker service, 
heating assistance or other things?  Our 
Information & Assistance Specialists are 
available at various locations throughout 
Ogle County.  Our activities and trips 
are open to all ages.  Call our office at 
815-732-3252 with any questions.   Visit 
us on the web at www.rockrivercenter.
org and like us on Facebook.

Transportation
Rock River Center Transportation 

Services has been running at capacity.  
In order to ensure we are able to ac-
commodate as many rides as possible, 
please note the following changes to 
our reservation policy.

Out of County - Reservations must 
be made by noon, 3 business days prior 

to date requested
Within Ogle County – Reservations 

must be made by noon, 2 business days 
prior to date requested

Timeless + Two (known 
as “Always Late”)

May 24 at 10:00 a.m. Please call 815-
732-3252 to sign up or for more details. 
Advance registration requested so we can 
be prepared.

Rock River Center  
Holiday Hours

Rock River Center will close on Mon-
day, May 29 in observance of Memorial 
Day.

No transportation or activities will take 
place when the Center is closed.  Please 
plan accordingly. Have safe and happy 
holidays.

ROCK RIVER CENTER ACTIVITIES

OCEC’s Bailey completes doctorate

OREGON — The Ogle County Education 
Cooperative recently congratulated School 
Psychologist Trisha Bailey, who recently 
completed her doctorate in education from 
Loyola University Chicago. Prior to earning 
her doctorate, Mrs. Bailey attended North-
ern Illinois University where she received a 
bachelor of arts in psychology. In 2006, she 
obtained her specialist in school psychol-
ogy from Illinois State University. In 2019, 
Trisha obtained her board certification in 
behavior analysis (BCBA). Prior to working 
as a school psychologist, Trisha worked at a 
community mental health agency advocat-
ing for adults with chronic mental illness-
es and with children ages 0-3 and their 
families through Illinois Early Intervention. 
Trisha has worked as a school psychologist 
in the public-school setting for the past 17 
years.
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Whatever you’re looking for, 
these local businesses ask 
you to consider them first.

Accounting

Jeanette Heesaker, CPA
Masters in Business Administration 

and Finance
Certified Managerial Accountant

Accounting and Tax Services
For Business/Individual/Partnership

132 W. Second St., Suite 1 . Byron, IL 61010 

(815) 234-8100

Air Conditioning

Randy Gaul
815-946-2386

604 N. Division
Polo, Illinois 61046

HEATING AIR CONDITIONING

Gaul’s Climate Control
815-734-7314

Auto

Hank's Repair
Hank Kaiser-Owner

ASE Certified
P.O. Box 31

54 Stephenson St.
German Valley, IL 61039

Bus. ph. 815-362-3451 Cell ph. 815-238-5144
Fax ph. 815-362-2316

Auto Repair CABINETS

CARPET CLEANING
3-D Carpet & 

Upholstery Cleaning

900 W. Washington St.
Oregon, IL 61061

Heather Ruchti
Ph: (815) 762-5307

Concrete CONCRETE

•• Driveways
•• Walkways
•• Patios
•• Floors
•• Decorative
•• Resealing

Free Estimates!Free Estimates!
815-202-8787
jerry@yoderconcrete.us

Construction

Mark Miller Construction
For All Your Building Needs!

Commercial/Residential Work
SERVING OGLE COUNTY FOR OVER 30 YEARS

• New Construction • Roofing • Windows • Additions

• Complete Remodeling • Siding • Painting • Interior/Exterior

• Drywall  • Flooring • Decks

Free Estimates • Lead Certified

815-761-1626

Construction

NAVARRO & SONS
Construction Company

********
Ceramic Tile • Wood Floors • Painting • Siding-
Basements • Room Additions  • Baths • Kitchens
Over 25 yrs. exp.       Custom touch      No job too big or too small
FRANK NAVARRO • OREGON / BYRON

PHONE: 815-234-7588 FAX: 815-234-7568

Free 
Estimates

Sr. Citizen 
Discount

FIVE  ALARMFIVE  ALARM

EVENTS & ENTERTAINMENT

FIREWORKS CO.FIREWORKS CO.
PYROTECHNIC DISPLAYSPYROTECHNIC DISPLAYS
PHIL GIUFFRE 773-415-4277 OREGON, ILLINOIS  

WWW.5ALARMFIREWORKS.COM 
FESTIVALS, CONCERTS, WEDDING HOMECOMINGS, CORPORATE EVENTS

FENCING

Dixon, IL

815-677-1402
Agircultural - Residential - Commercial

- Hi-tensile electric
- Woven wire
- Board rail
- Horse fence

- Vinyl fencing
- Chain link
- Split rail
- Privacy

FREE 
ESTIMATES!

Firewood

AT’s
Firewood
815-751-2255

All Hardwoods, Seasoned, 
Delivered, Stacked

Gutters

HAIR CARE HANDYMAN

C.J. HOME MAINTENANCE 
and REPAIR

We fix almost anything in and around the home!
20 Plus Years Experience

Regular and Emergency Service 24 Hours A Day
7 Days A Week

Phone 1-815-234-4511
Cell 1-815-222-6239

Byron, Oregon,
Mt. Morris Areas

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Insured FREE 

ESTIMATES

New Construction • Complete Remodels • Additions • Windows
Doors • Sunrooms • Kitchens • Basements • Baths • Garages

Dan Houston 815.871.5748 • Craig Kosch 815.566.7424

www.integrityhomeimp.com

LAWNCARE PAINTING
WALLPAPER PAINTING STAINING

K & J
DECORATING, INC.

Specializing in painting or staining kitchen 
cabinets or woodwork.

Insured         Over 40 Years Experience

Ken Kline Cell (815) 353-5754
Stillman Valley, IL

PAINTING

PET GROOMING
by

Dun Wright Grooming

• Pets Groomed at Your Home
• Less Stress on Yourself and Your Pet
• No More “Separation” Anxiety
• No More Day-Long Waits for Pets

• Cut of Your Choice
    (depends on coat condition)
• Specialty/Flea Baths Available
• Bath/Hand Blow-Drying/Toe Nails Clipped

Contact person: 815-440-4779 Pam Wright

MOBILE 
GROOMING

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

“Your Trees 
Deserve a 
Certified 
Arborist!”Serving Ogle County Since 1996

• Trimming & Removals • Climbing Specialists • Insect & Disease Control
• Planting Service • Arborist Consulting

Fully Licensed & Insured

732-4710

TREE CARE

TREE SERVICE TREE REMOVAL

Merlin Fox - 815-440-9827
merlin@illinoisdoormasters.com

SERVICING AND INSTALLING GARAGE DOORSSERVICING AND INSTALLING GARAGE DOORS

Oregon, IL

GARAGE DOORS

SERVICE CALL SPECIAL
$2995 ANY 

BRAND
We Service All Makes & Models. Test & check.

Over 30 Years Experience.
AFFORDABLE WATER

815-625-3426
Toll Free: 877-353-7638

Offer Expires 4/30/20

12212020

WATER SOFTENER

CONCRETE

No Mercy Concrete
Specialized in ALL flatwork

Small wall additions
Tear out and replace

(815)786-4386 
Forreston, IL 

No Job is Too Small

CUSTOM CONSTRUCTION

Residential 
&  

Commercial 
Roofing

Shingle 
Roofing, 

Metal  
Roofing & 

Flat Roofing

Custom Construction Systems
customsteelroofing.com

Call & Text 815-871-7835

AUTO REPAIR
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DIRECTORY OF AREA 
HUMAN SERVICES

Alcohol Abuse Counseling & Recovery
A.A. Hotline  800-452-7990
Sinnissippi Centers, Inc.
Oregon 732-3157
Rochelle  562-3801

Domestic Abuse Agency and  
24-Hour Shelter and Helpline
HOPE of Ogle County 562-8890 or 732-7796
Counseling Services, Court Advocacy, Latina Advocacy, and 
Shelter programs

Education
University of Illinois Extension-Ogle County
421 W Pines Rd, Oregon 61061 732-2191

Low Income Housing
Ogle County Housing Authority
200 W Washington, Oregon 732-1301

Habitat for Humanity of Ogle County
P.) Box 628
Oregon, IL 61061 732-6855  
 

Mental Health
Family Counseling Services 962-5585
Sinnissippi Centers, Inc. 
Oregon 732-3157
Rochelle 562-3801
The Serenity Shed Grief Services 732-2499

Senior Citizens Services
Hub City Senior Center 562-5050
Mt Morris Senior Center 734-6335
Polo Senior Center 946-3818
Rock River Center 732-3252
Oregon, IL 800-541-5479

Sexual Assault/Abuse
Rockford Sexual Assault Counseling
24-hour hotline 636-9811
412 W Washington, Oregon 732-0000

Therapeutic 
Pegasus Special Riders 973-3177

Veterans’ Services
Rock River Center 732-3252
Serenity Hospice and Home 732-2499
Medical Transportation 677-6515

Wellness Services
Ogle County Health Dept
907 Pines Rd, Oregon 562-6976
510 Lincoln Hwy, Rochelle 562-6976
Serenity Hospice and Home 732-2499

Secret Life of Butterflies
It is hard to find a more beautiful creature than a butterfly, and it is hard to find 

a better place to see butterflies than the Secret Life of Butterflies exhibit at the 
Nicholas Conservatory in Rockford.  See butterflies from around the world from 
caterpillar to adult. This trip departs Nash Recreation on May 30 at 12:00 pm.  
After the conservatory closes for the day, we will go to the Prairie Street Brew-
ery for dinner and return at roughly 6:00 PM.  Registration is $10R/$12NR and 
covers conservatory admission and transportation, please bring money for dinner.  
Deadline to register is May 23.    
Joe Kerwin Memorial Baseball and Softball Celebration

This free community event in Oregon Park West on Saturday June 3 from 8:30 
am-12:30 pm celebrates the beginning of the baseball and softball seasons and 
honors the life of former Oregon Park District scorekeeper Joe Kerwin.  There 
will be double headers on each ball diamond with a special awards presentation 
for players.  Come out to pack Park West and watch our youth play ball.  
Hello Summer Door Hanger

Welcome summer by crafting a sizzling 22-inch flamingo door hanger perfect 
for any porch, patio, or pool.  Class takes place on Saturday June 3rd from 4-7 
pm at Cin’s Treasures Studio in Conover Square Mall.  Cindy Hendrickson will 
supply all class materials and instruction, participants are welcome to bring snacks 
and beverages.  Registration fee is $44R.$55NR, deadline to Register is May 27. 
Rhubarb Crumb Pie

Early summer is rhubarb season.  Let Lynn Kaufman of Lynnie’s Kitchen teach 
you a delicious rhubarb crumb pie recipe for a perfect summer sweet treat.  Class 
takes place on Thursday, June 8 at 6:00 pm in Cork & Tap.  Participants will need 
to bring some dishes and utensils from home, with a full list of supplies being 
emailed to participants after registration closes.  When class is over, you will 
have your own pie ready to take home and bake, as well as a recipe card to enjoy 
again and again.  Lynn Kaufman will supply all ingredients and class instruction.   
Registration is $38R/45NR, deadline to register June 1.  
Guided Evening Paddle

Evenings are better on the water.  Enjoy a 4-5 mile guided paddle from Oregon 
to Castle Rock State Park.  Oregon Park District staff will serve as group guide, 
and White Pelican Rentals will supply the kayak, paddle, and life jacket.  Pad-
dling experience is a plus but is not required.  All participants must sign a White 
Pelican waiver to participate.  Paddle will take place on Friday June 16 at 5:00 
pm, rain date of June 17th.  Deadline to register is June 6.  Park at the Castle Rock 

boat landing and be driven to the launch point.  We will then paddle back to our 
vehicles.  The registration fee is $ 50R/60NR.
Wine Bottle Succulents

Succulents are the perfect blend of eye-catching and easy to care for.  Let Ashley 
and the GrungyRoots LLC staff guide you through planting your own miniature 
succulent garden in a wine bottle planter.  Two class sessions to choose from, 
Thursday June 22 and Friday June 23 from 5:30-6:30 PM. Class takes place at 
GrungyRoots location in Grand Detour, street address 8094 IL-2 Dixon IL, 61021.  
Deadline to Register is June 6th.  
Supper With Sculptures

Art has been an important part of the Oregon Community for generations.  Join 
us at the Lorado Taft Field Campus, site of the historic Eagles Nest Art Colony, for 
a fried chicken dinner featuring presentations about the Eagles Nest Art Colony 
and about the Oregon Community Art Legacy Project.  After dinner, we will take a 
tour of the Taft Campus to see original Eagles Nest Art Colony Structures.  Supper 
with sculptures takes place on Wednesday June 28 from 5:00-7:30 PM.  Program 
participants will receive a flyer for a self-guided tour of Oregon’s sculptures. 
Registration is $18R/$22NR, children under 10 are $10 and 2 and under are free.  
Deadline to register is June 21  
Camp OPD

Registration is now open for Camp OPD Summer 2023:  Literary Times.  Camp 
runs from May 30 through August 11.  Tuesday through Thursdays feature activi-
ties that are themed around different book series.  Familiarity with the book series 
is not required to enjoy the camp activities.  Each week will feature a field trip 
on Wednesday.  Mondays and Fridays may be added each week for an additional 
cost and will feature non themed activities, with Fridays being spent at the Splash 
Pad.  Don’t miss out on this summer of fun for your child.  Space is limited to 24 
kids each week.  See the website for details about costs, themes and field trips.
Adult Mini Pitch League

Join us for an adult small sided soccer league on our new Mini Pitch court at 
Park West on Wednesday evenings.  Games will be a 4 v 4 format, with 1 goalie 
and 3 field players.  Each week teams will play 3 officiated matches in their 1 
hour time slot.  Each match will feature two 6 minute halves with a 4 minute half 
time break.  Team rosters may have up to 6 people. A tournament will be played 
the last week of the season. Players must be at least 18 and have graduated High 
School. Season starts May 31st through July 26th, and deadline is May 24th.  Fee 
$250 per team.
Youth Tennis Camp

Tennis Camp is back at Oregon Park West!  Join Coach Kristy Eckardt for a 
fun filled week learning basic skills and improving on your current skills, June 
20th-June 23rd.  Kristy is an experienced certified Tennis Coach and is the current 
Rochelle High School Tennis Coach.  Please bring a Tennis racket and a water 
bottle.   All camp participants will receive a T-shirt. There will be a limited number 
of Park district tennis rackets that you can borrow. Two sessions, one for players 
entering 3rd-6th grade in the fall, and one for players entering 7th-12th grade. 

Registration Deadline is June 7th. Fee $35/$40NR
OHS Summer Basketball Camp

Join the OHS Basketball Coaches Reynolds and Donahue and their teams for 
a fun summer Basketball camp, June 5-9th at the Blackhawk Center. This Co-ed 
camp will concentrate on developing your fundamental skills and learning new 
strategies.  The week will end with a friendly 3 v3  tournament for the players on 
Friday!  All participants will receive a camp T-shirt and medals will be awarded 
to the tournament winners. All proceeds will benefit the OHS Boys and Girls 
Basketball Programs. Deadline to register is May 23rd and the cost is $30/$35NR
Summer Running Series

Calling all 5th-8th Graders!  Join Certified Running Coach Matt Hussung for 
our new summer running series and get prepared for the fall season.  The group 
will meet weekly on Friday afternoons for an hour to train and run.  Series runs 
June 2nd through August 1st. Coach will develop a training program for workouts 
that runners can do on their own! The series will conclude with an entry into the 
Park Districts Color Run on August 1st, and an exclusive summer run series/color 
run shirt to wear to the event.  

No Meeting on Friday June 30th.  Deadline is June 2nd and the fee is $60/$72NR
OHS Summer Athletes Camp

Oregon High School Football and Boys Basketball teams will be hosting a 
COED Athlete Camp for athletes entering 1st-5th grade this fall. The camp will 
consist of training and movements needed to become a better athlete.  Focus will 
be on speed, agility, plyometrics, and strength through an assortment of different 
activities and games. Camp meets on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 1-2pm at 
the Blackhawk Center from June 6th through July 20th. There will be no camp 
the week of July 4th). All athletes will receive a Athlete Camp T-Shirt. Proceeds 
will go to support the OHS Football and Boys basketball programs.  Registration 
deadline is May 31st and the fee is $40/$48.
OHS Middle School Summer Strength Camp

The OHS Football and Basketball teams and Coaches will be hosting summer 
strength for any boy entering 6th-8th grade in the fall. Your athlete will be taught 
the basics in the weight room along with improved speed and agility throughout the 
summer. Camp will be every Tuesday and Thursday from 2-3pm at the Blackhawk 
Center, June 6th through July 20th.  (Note there will be no camp the week of July 
4th). Every athlete will receive a Summer Strength Camp T-Shirt. 

All proceeds benefit the OHS Football and Basketball programs. Registration 
deadline is May 31st and the fee is $40/$48.
OHS Soccer Camp 2023

Oregon High School Soccer Camp is back! Varsity coaches Seger Larson and 
Tiffany Rufer and the Oregon Hawks team will run this fun, interactive, and in-
formative camp at Park West! The coaches and players will teach the fundamen-
tals of the game, various age appropriate strategies, as well as team work. Each 
participant will also receive a camp shirt, please bring your own practice ball.  A 
limited number of balls will be available to borrow. Camp runs June 12-16.  4-8 
yr olds meet 9am-10am, fee is $25/$30NR. 9-14yrs old meet 10am to 12:30pm, 
fee is $40/$46.

Registration deadline is May 29th.

OREGON PARK DISTRICT WEEKLY HAPPENINGS

Hoekstra receives 
Lions Foundation 
Fellow award

Carol Hoekstra of the 
Stillman Valley Lions Club 
has received the Lions 
Foundation Fellow award. 
This award shows her 
commitment to the Lions 
of Illinois Foundation 
in programs and ser-
vices to the visually and 
hearing impaired. Carol 
coordinates the sight and 
hearing testing bus at the 
Ogle County Fairgrounds 
and the Rock River Senior 
Center. This is a free ser-
vice to the community.
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AREA CHURCH  DIRECTORY

POLO
ST. MARY CHURCH

Rectory/Office: 211 North Franklin Ave., Polo, IL 61064
PHONE: 815-946-2535 • Rev. Joseph P. Naill
Masses: Sun 10:30am, Tuesday Mass 8 a.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation: First Sunday of each month after 
10:30 mass
OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday-Friday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
www.stmarypolo.org 

CHURCH OF THE OPEN BIBLE
302 S. Franklin Ave., Polo, Illinois • 815-946-2848 • Luke N. Schier, Pastor       
Sunday Worship: 9:30am We include our children in our Sunday Worship 
Experience. “”THE GRAND Kids Class”  Ages 3-10 are then dismissed right 
after Praise & Worship. Blended Services. “Passion for God” “Compassion for 
People” Visit our website: PoloOpenBible.org

CROSSROADS COMMUNITY CHURCH ~ 
POLO CAMPUS

Meeting Sundays @ 10AM Service
205 N. Jefferson Avenue, Polo ~ 815.837.5255
polo@crossroadscn.com 
We offer contemporary worship and relevant Bible teaching through 
engaging messages and powerful video. Join us after services for coffee, 
snacks & fellowship. Kidzlink Children’s Ministry (nursery-5th grade) ~ 
during 10AM service
Crave Youth Group (6th-12th grade) ~Wed. 6:30PM - June 1st .
Visit our website: www.crossroadscn.com

FAITH DISCOVERY CHURCH
801 W. Oregon St., Polo • 815-946-3588 • Jeremy Heller, Pastor
 Sunday School 9:00 a.m., Worship Service 10:00 a.m., Nursery Available, 
Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 p.m. We Are an independent non-
denominational Christian church. Visitors are always welcome.

FAITH UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
702 E. Dixon Street, Polo, IL  61064 •  Tel:815-946-3212 
Sunday School for all ages 9am followed by Worship at 10am
Pastor Brian LeBaron
Website: www.faithumcpolo.com • facebook.com/Faithumcpolo

STILLMAN VALLEY
RED BRICK CHURCH OF STILLMAN VALLEY

Pastor Rev. Dr. Chris Brauns  |  Associate Pastor David Bogner
207 W Roosevelt Road (Rte 72), Stillman Valley. 
815-645-2526  |  www.theredbrickchurch.org
Sunday:  Worship at 9:00 and 10:30 am. Sunday School at 9:00 am.
Wednesday:  AWANA (Sept – April) from 6:00 to 7:30 pm.
Men, women, youth Bible Studies throughout the year.
See website for all activities or contact the church office.

KISHWAUKEE COMMUNITY 
EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

8195 Kishwaukee Road, Stillman Valley, IL 61084 / 815-965-1940
Rev. Nick Garner, Pastor
www.kishchurch.org
Sunday Schedule: Discipleship Hour 9:00 AM, Coffee Fellowship 11:15 AM
Gathered Worship 10:00 AM
For complete ministry schedule check out our website or call the church 
office.

VALLEY EVANGELICAL COVENANT CHURCH
Interim Pastor Barry Norris
103 S Maple St, Stillman Valley, IL 
815-645-8872 | www.valleycov.org
Sunday Morning 9am ‘Gather’ for learning & conversation, 10:15am Worship 
both onsite and online at facebook.com/VECCfSV
Home of Valley Covenant Preschool 815-645-8882 Director Jill Huber
Bible Studies, Youth Group, Bread of Life Food Pantry
Please visit website for more information or contact the church office M-F 
9am-2pm

GRACE FELLOWSHIP CHURCH 
DAVIS JUNCTION

Pastor Brad Pittman           www.graceisforyou.com
10479 E. High Rd., Stillman Valley, IL 61084• 815-973-1369  
Worship Service:  Saturday at 5pm

WINNEBAGO
MIDDLE CREEK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

12473 Montague Road, Winnebago, IL 61088
Located West of Tower Road on Montague Rd.
Sunday: Worship Service at 9:30 am. 
Office Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs. & Friday 9am-2pm.
Phone: 815-335-2609. Email: middlecreekchurch@gmail.com

EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH OF MT. MORRIS
102 S. Seminary Ave., Mt. Morris, IL  61054   815-734-4942  www.efcmm.org 
Senior Pastor:  Bruce McKanna.  Sunday Schedule: 8:30 a.m.  Sunday School 
for all ages. 9:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship. 10:00 a.m.  Morning Worship with 
Childcare and Children’s Church.

MT. MORRIS CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN
409 W. Brayton Road, Mt. Morris, IL 61045 Phone 734-4573
Pastor-Rodney Caldwell. Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m. Worship service available 
online, call for details. Other activities currently suspended due to pandemic. 

Email: mtmcob@frontier.com 

MT. MORRIS TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
308 E. Brayton Rd. Mt. Morris, IL Phone: 734-6354   Rev. Josh Ehrler    

Worship Services: Saturday 5:30 PM; Worship Sunday 9:30 AM . 
Sunday Church School - follows Worship Service (Sept.-May) Chime Choir 

Wednesday 6:00 PM; 

LITTLE PRAIRIE MENNONITE CHURCH
409 W Brayton Rd. Mt Morris, IL 61054 (Church of the Brethren Basement 
Entrance) Worship Services: 10:00 AM Sunday Morning, 7:00 PM 1st & 3rd 
Sunday Evening, 7:30 PM 2nd & 4th Wednesday Evenings of the Month.
Pastor:  Norman Reinford 779-861-3700

OREGON

EAST OREGON CHAPEL CHURCH OF GOD
East Oregon Chapel Church of God
The Sharing is Caring Church.
107 N Daysville Rd. Oregon, IL  Phone: 815-732-2960. 
Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. 
Breakfast is served the Fifth Sunday of the Month beginning at 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday activities: Adults & Children meet weekly beginning at 6:30pm. 
In the event that Oregon Schools are not in session we do not meet on 
Wednesdays. 

EBENEZER REFORMED CHURCH
2997 N. German Church Rd., 815-732-6313
3 miles east of Oregon on Rt. #64 then 2 miles north on German Church Rd. 
• Rev. Josiah Youngquist
www.EBENEZERREFORMED.com • Sunday school 9:00 a.m.  Worship 10:00 
a.m.

LIGHTHOUSE UNITED METHODIST
Pastor Matthew J. Smith 4962 S. Daysville Rd., Oregon, IL 61061 815-732-7683
Worship at 9:00 a.m. Holy Communion celebrated the first Sunday of each of 
month. Lighthouse will lite up your life!

OREGON CHURCH OF GOD
860 W. Oregon Trail Road Oregon, IL      Phone: 732-6847 or 732-2604  Pastor 
Michael Hoffman; Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.; Morning worship, 10:30 a.m.; 
Wednesday activities: Adult, Children, and Youth Groups 7 p.m. At the church. 

OREGON FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
505 Hill St.  Oregon, IL 61061  Phone: 732-2642
Pastor: David Snow “A Christ-centered, Bible-believing, family-oriented 
ministry.” Sunday School 9:30 a.m.; Sunday Morning Service 10:30 a.m.; 
Sunday Evening Service 6:00 p.m.; Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

OREGON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
200 S. 4th St, Oregon, IL 61061 • 815/732-2994
www.oregonumc.org •Pastor Rev. Megan Smick
9:00am Fellowship/Sunday School; 10:00am Worship with music, meditation 
& Fellowship; 10:15am Announcements begin.

RIVERSTONE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
609 S. 10th Street , Oregon, IL 61061
Pastor Craig Arnold ~ 812-236-1213
Sunday Service @ 10:45 AM ~ contemporary style worship with coffee and 
doughnuts in our cafe! Online worship is also available via Facebook.
We believe in sharing Communion every Sunday as an act of worship. 
RiverKids Service @ 10:45 AM for nursery-6th grade ~ provides a safe and 
fun environment where kids can learn about who God is and who they are 
because of Him.
Encounter Youth Ministry for kids in 7th-12th grade meets on Sunday 
afternoons. Please see our Facebook page for scheduled dates and times. 
For complete ministry info and events, visit us online at Riverstonecc.com or on 
Facebook at facebook.com/RiverStoneChristianChurch

ST. BRIDE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
1000 Highway 64, West (Hwy 64 W & Mongan Drive on Liberty Hill), Oregon 
• 732-7211 – Office  Rev. Eldred George   
Webpage: saintbrides.org • E-mail:saint.bride.church@gmail.com • 
Worship Services: Sunday 10 am Holy Communion with Hymns
Christian Education Available

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH, NALC
114 S. 5th St. Oregon, IL  Phone: (815) 732-2367
Website: stpaulnalcoregonil.weebly.com   
10:15 a.m. Fellowship/Education hours
11:30 a.m. Worship 

DIXON
LOST LAKE COMMUNITY CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE

Pastor John Trotter 8:00am Sunday School
815-973-5981 9:00am Church Service
90 W. Flagg Road www.lostlakechurch.org
Dixon IL 61021

FORRESTON
 FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH

402 2nd Avenue, Forreston, IL 61030, Phone 815-938-3203Pastor Scott 
Ralston 
Sunday Worship 9:00 am; Sunday School 10:00 am

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
402 First Ave., Forreston, IL   Phone: 815-938-2380
Pastor Sung-Eun Kim
OPEN HEARTS, OPEN MINDS, OPEN DOORS
Worship at 9:00 a.m. (childcare provided) with coffee and fellowship 
immediately following. Sunday School Age 3-Adult, 10:15 am.
AA meets Mondays, 8:00 AM. Monthly United Methodist Women’s meetings. 

God is Good, All the Time, All the Time, God is Good!

ST. JAMES  LUTHERAN CHURCH
Pastor Karen Tews 
West Grove Rd. At Columbine Rd.
Worship Service 10:30 am. Communion is served every Sunday.
“Singing the Song of Christian Faith in Worship, Service, Learning, Outreach 
and Welcome” in a beautiful rural setting.

Everyone is cordially invited to be with us.

LEAF RIVER
 ADELINE ZION EVANGELICAL CHURCH

9106 Cedar St. in Adeline, Leaf River, IL 61047 • Ph:815-541-4863  Sunday 
Services: Sunday School 9:00 am, Worship Service 10:15 am

VISITORS WELCOME

LEAF RIVER BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Billy Hardy
Live Sermon Streaming: Sundays at 10:00 AM at www.facebook.com/
LEAFRIVERBC/
Archived Sermons on our YouTube channel: Leaf River Baptist Church (Until 
further notice)
9:30 Church Service. Nursery available, 11:00 Sunday school for all ages. 
Nursery available
6941 N Mt Morris Rd, Leaf River, IL  61047
815-738-2205  leafriverbc@gmail.com

LINDENWOOD

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH – LCMS
immanuel-lindenwood.org (for sermons, events, etc.)
16060 E. Lindenwood Road, Lindenwood, IL 61049
815-393-4500 • office@immanuel-lindenwood.org
Sunday Mornings: Divine Service @ 9am; Food & Fellowship @ 
10am; Sunday School and Adult Bible Study @ 10:30am
Food Bank: 1st and 3rd Saturdays, 9am-12pm
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Matthew Rosebrock
pastor@immanuel-lindenwood.org

LINDENWOOD UNION CHURCH
101 N Galena st, P.O box 67
Lindenwood IL 
815-393-4658
Worship- 10:00 am 
Coffee Fellowship following service

KINGS 
ELIM REFORMED CHURCH

140 S. Church Road, Kings, IL 61068  • Pastor Marv Jacobs 
Phone 815-562-6811 E-mail: goelimchurch@gmail.com
Website:  www.goelimchurch.org
Sunday morning worship 10:00 am

MOUNT MORRIS 
DISCIPLES UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

“By God’s grace in Christ, we LIVE, LOVE, and SERVE”
All are welcome here! 
9:30 am - Sunday Worship with Communion open to all
10:45 am - Sunday School (Sep - May)
www.disciplesumc.org 
(815) 734-4853 
102 N Maple Ave., Mt. Morris, IL 61054
Rev. Julie Bunt, Pastor

BYRON
ALL SAINTS LUTHERAN CHURCH

624 Luther Drive, Byron IL 61010 815-234-5277
Pastor:  Janet Wold
Sunday Worship Service held at 9:00 am.  A recording of each Sunday’s 
worship service is available on our Facebook page and our website later in 
the day.  Communion is served every Sunday.   Sunday School for ages 3 
through Adult  is held at 10:00 am September through May. Confirmation 
studies for 7th and 8th grade students are held each Sunday morning at 
10:00 am.  Monday afternoon Bible Study is held at 1:30 pm via Zoom.  In 
person Bible Studies are held Tuesday evening at 7:00 pm and Wednesday 
afternoon at 1:30 pm.  Book Club and The GATHERING meet monthly; 
quilters meet twice monthly.  Visit our website http://www.AllSaintsByron.
org or call the church office for further information.

CORNERSTONE FAMILY CHURCH
205 N. Peru St., Byron 815-234-8737 cornerstonefam ily.church
Sr. Pastor: Erik Ness, NextGen/ Family Pastor: Collin Nicholls
Children’s Ministry Director : Lori Martin
Worship Service on Sundays at 10am with Children ‘s Worship Service and 
Nursery Available
Sr High Youth Min istry Sundays at 6:00pm, Jr High Youth Ministry 
Wednesdays at 6:30pm
Numerous Small Groups Available for All Ages throughout the week .
Please call our Church Office or visit our website for more details .
Office Hours: 8:00am -4:30pm Mondays-Thursdays 

BYRON ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH
226 E. Second St, Byron, IL 61010 - Phone 815-234-7431 – Fr. Richard 
Rosinski. Weekday Masses:  Tuesday – Friday 7:30am,  Weekend Masses: 
May – August   Sat. 5:00 pm, Sun. 8:00 am and 10:00 am, September – 
April  Sat. 5:00 pm, Sun. 8:00 am and 10:45 am, Reconciliation:  Fri. 8:00 
am – 8:30 am; Sat. 3:30 pm – 4:30 pm or by appointment

SHEPHERD EVANGELICAL FREE CHURCH
NEW LOCATION! Jarrett Prairie Center 7993 N. River Rd., Byron Phone 963-
5216 Rev. Michael Axmark, Pastor.Discover Time 9:30 a.m., Fellowship 10:15 
a.m., Worship 10:30 a.m.
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 838, Byron, IL 61010

UNITED CHURCH OF BYRON
A Member of the United Church of Christ 
701 W. Second Street; PO Box 927, Byron IL 61010, 815-234-8777 
Email: ucb@comcast.net 
Website: unitedchurchofbyron.org 
Pastor: Rev. Tyler Spellious 
Youth Ministry Coordinator: Richard Simpson 
Sunday Schedule & Worship opportunities: 
Service of Meditation & Prayer: 8:15am- 8:45am 
Adult Sunday School Hour: 9am 
Kids Sunday School: (for ages 3 thru 5th grade) 9:30 -10:15am 
Coffee & fellowship time: 9:30am - 10:30am
Main Worship: 10:30am 
Spark Youth Group (for ages 6th grade thru 12th grade) - Sundays, 5pm-7pm 
For complete ministry schedule and other activities, please check our website or 
Facebook page or contact the church office. 
Whoever you are or wherever you are on your journey, you are welcome here! 

BEACON HILL ASSEMBLY OF GOD
“Building Faith for Life”
6467 N. German Church Rd., Byron, IL - Ph. (815) 246-2685 - 
beaconhillbyron.org
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 448, Byron, IL 61010
Pastor: Gary Cortese
Service Times: Sundays at 10AM; Wednesday night Faith-Lift at 6:30PM
Find us on Facebook/Beacon Hill Assembly of God

CHANA
CHANA UNITED METHODIST

Pastor Josh Brown, 606 Main Street, Chana, IL 61015. Church office 815-732-
7683. (E-mail address: chanaumc@gmail.com Adult & Children’s Education 
9:00 a.m. Worship Service 10:30 a.m. Holy Communion celebrated the first 
Sunday of each month. At Chana Church you will find Open Hearts-Open 
Minds-Open Doors.

DAVIS JUNCTION 

DAVIS JUNCTION 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Open Minds, Open Hearts, Open Doors • “God’s Heart in Our Community” 
Located in town on Rt. 72 • Our Pastor is Rev. Keith Kelsey-Powell  Sunday 
Services:  Worship 10:30am, Childrens time during Worship Service. 
Fellowship following the Worship Service each Sunday. Communion the first 
Sunday of the month. Potluck luncheon following Worship every  4th Sunday, 
except in the summer months of  June, July and August. Various small groups 
meet throughout the month. For more information about the small groups 
please call 298-2310. AA meets Wednesdays at 5:30pm and Saturdays at 9am. 
For more information please visit our website WWW.DJUMC.ORG 

Bertolet Memorial Library will be closed Monday, May 29 2023 in observance 
of Memorial Day.

Bertolet Memorial Library will be closed Saturday, June 3, 2023 for Leaf River 
Daze.
YOUTH PROGRAMS
LEGO Club

Monday, June 5th, 5:00 PM Bricks of all sizes and colors are available for you 
to create your next masterpiece.  We can’t wait to display your LEGO creations!
Kick Off to Summer with Mr. Steve

Thursday, June 8th, 10:15 AM Mr. Steve returns with an engaging show for all 
ages with balloons, music, and magic!  Mr. Steve’s enthusiasm and contagious 
laugh will keep you entertained.
Have Book, Will Travel

Thursdays, June 15th - July 13th, 10:00 AM Have Book, Will Travel with Bertolet 
Memorial Library this summer. Kids, pre-k through 5th grade, are invited to join 
Miss Jana on an adventure around the world.  You will visit far off places such as 
Japan, Peru, and Madagascar through books, crafts, and games.
ADULT PROGRAMS
MayTake & Make Craft

Welcome in spring with this simple flower craft.  Stop by the circulation desk 
and pick up a kit while supplies last. 
May Book of the Month

Little Fires Everywhere by Celeste Ng: In a nice neighborhood of Shaker Heights, 
a suburb of Cleveland, trouble brews.  Elena Richardson feels everything should 
be just right and her new tenant, Mia Warren, is more of a free spirit. Explore 
how having secrets and wanting to know other’s secrets can harm the families 
involved in Little Fires Everywhere by Celeste Ng.  Stop by the circulation desk 
to pick up a copy.
Plastic Recycling

We ask that you make sure plastic is clean with no debris in the donation. Also 
please remove any ziploc-type seals and paper/sticker labels. Thank you for your 
cooperation.
NEW RELEASES
Adult Books

Only the Beautiful by Susan Meissner
The 23rd Midnight by James Patterson
Where the Blue Sky Begins by Katie Powner
Picture Books
Here by Ally Condie
Moving to Mars by Steve Wade

BERTOLET MEMORIAL LIBRARY

Summer Reading Program!
We are gearing up for our summer 

reading program! Registrations will be 
the week of May 30th and programs will 
start June 5th. We plan to have a variety of 
in-person, drop-in, and take-and-make ac-
tivities for all ages. Come ‘Find Your Voice’ 
all summer at Mount Morris Library!
Story Time!

Mrs. Donna will be reading books and 
children will create a craft this Wednes-
day, 5/24. Story time is every Wednesday 
@11:15, bring your little ones to enjoy 
stories and a craft at the Mount Morris 
Library! 
Adult Book Club

The May book is “Hiddensee” by 
Gregory McGuire.  Everyone is welcome 
to join this book club group! Copies of 
the book are available at the library.   This 
group will meet in-person on Monday, 
May 22nd at the library.  
Cookbook Club!

Join us as we explore The Cookbook 
Club! Wonderful recipes combined with 
friendship creates something both beauti-
ful and delicious! Stop by to choose your 
recipe from this month’s book, “Easy, 
Delicious Home Cooking” from Real 
Simple and bring your dish to pass at our 
next meeting! Join us on Tuesday, June 6th 
@6pm at The Senior Center for another 
exciting meal!
Ink with a Friend: Card Mak-
ing at the Library

Join us in June to make some lovely 
home-made cards to send to family and 
friends. We will be offering a card-making 
class from local crafter, Liz Gullett. She 
will be here on Thursday, June 8th from 
5-7! You will get all the materials to make 
two beautiful cards to take home. Stop by 

to see the samples, fees are by donation. 
Registration is limited so call the library or 
stop by to save your spot before June 1st!
Lego Club!

Our next Lego night is this Thursday, 
June 15th, from 6:00 – 6:45pm! Bring 
a friend and build some fun with Lego 
bricks! All children and parents are in-
vited every third Thursday of the month. 
Children under 8 need to bring a parent 
with them.
Memorial Gifts

Give a gift that lasts, brings joy to many, 
and doubles in value. Your memorial 
gift to the library is matched by the Mt. 
Morris Library Foundation, doubling your 
generosity! Many thanks to all who gave 
memorial gifts in 2022.
Display Case Showings

Stop by to see our display for the month 
from Denise Cheek! Showcasing her 
Lewis & Clark collection of pieces. Come 
explore how these amazing adventurers 
documented the western United States! We 
are always looking for collectors or artists 
who are willing to share their treasures in 
our display cases.  If you are interested, 
please call, 815-734-4927. 
Newspaper Available!

We will now be receiving the Dixon 
Telegraph daily! We receive the Ogle 
County Life, Sauk Valley, and Mt. Morris 
Times. If you want to keep up with the 
local news-stop on by!
Explore More Illinois 

Explore More Illinois users can ac-
cess and reserve passes from any of our 
attractions on their participating library’s 
website. Explore More Illinois is easy to 
use with your library card.  You can find 
the information on our website, www.
mtmorris-il.org under the resources page.

MT. MORRIS LIBRARY 
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Weekly Brain Busters

The Oregon Public Library will be closed on 
Monday, May 29 in observance of Memorial Day. 
2023 Summer Reading Program

Find Your Voice! June 1- July 28. It’s almost here! 
Brochures are now available and registration has 
begun!   Programs begin the week of June 5. Free 
to residents, 3 – 17 years old of the Oregon Public 
Library District. Activities and programs will be 
available. Registration is required. Come in, call or 
check our Facebook page to find out how you can 
register.

 Adult Summer Reading Program
June 1st through August 11th 2023. Join others 

who are “too old” for the Children’s Summer Reading 
Program (yes, that includes 18 and up!) for a low-key 
stress-free Adult Summer Reading program.  Oregon 
Public Library has two ways to record your reading 
progress.  Give the library a call or stop by for more 
information.  We have brain game packets available 
again this year.  Brain game packets completed will 
be entered into the drawing for the Adult Summer 
Reading prizes at the end of the program. Follow 
us on Facebook, join our e-newsletter and visit our 
website for more information about programs.  All 
brain game packets and book logs must be turned in 
by the end of the business day on August 11, 2023. 
The Latest in Alzheimer’s Research

June 13th at 12pm. Join this virtual watch party 
to learn more about landscape of Alzheimer’s and 
Dementia Science, risk factors for Alzheimer’s and 
all other dementia, highlights in Early Detection 
and Diagnosis and latest advances in clinical trials, 
treatments and lifestyle intervention.  This program 

game be viewed at the Oregon Public Library or in 
the comfort of your own home.  Call (815) 732-2724 
for more information or visit www.oregonpublicli-
brary.com to register.
Try It Tuesday

Tuesday, June 13th at 1:00pm or 5:30pm (Choose 
your time slot). Everyone Welcome Door Hanger.  All 
supplies are provided.  This is an adult class.  Reg-
istration required, please call (815) 732-2724 or 
visit www.oregonpubliclibrary.com.
Book Clubs

Is This Just Fantasy? Book Club will meet May 30 
at 7 pm at the Library to discuss Helm of Midnight by 
Marina Lostetter. The 2WBC Book Club meets June 
14, at 12:30 pm to discuss Triangle: The Fire That 
Changed America by David Von Drehle. The After-
noon Book Club meets Wednesday, June 21 at 1 pm 
to discuss The Rumor by Elin Hilderbrand. Cocktails 
& Crimes will meet Sunday, June 11 -stop by the Li-
brary to find out what you’re reading & where you’re 
meeting!   Books on Tap meets Thursday, June 22 at 6 
pm to discuss The Good Son by Jacquelyn Mitchard.
Yoga- Wednesdays, 9:30 am 

Functional Yin-Yasa - This class is a hybrid of 
yang (active yoga) with yin (passive yoga). We 
will use fundamental yoga postures combined 
with functional movements to build strength and 
warmth followed by passive, long held poses to help 
with flexibility and mobility of the joints and soft 
tissues. A yoga mat and blocks will be useful props 
for this class! All levels welcome.”  Oregon Library 
Patrons only. Registration required,  this class fills 
quickly.  Please call (815) 732-2724 or visit www.

oregonpubliclibrary.com.
Did you know we have a SEED  
LIBRARY?

Bring seeds to share to the library– fruits, vegeta-
bles, flowers and native seeds are the best.  NO GMO 
SEEDS OR SEEDS OVER 2 YEARS OLD.  To add 
seeds that you have saved or purchased to our collec-
tion, bring them to the Circulation Desk and request 
a seed envelop for each plant. Please fill out as much 
of the information on the envelope as you can, put in 
enough seed to grow at least five plants, and return 
the envelope to Circulation staff. You do not need to 
have a library card to donate seeds or ‘borrow’ seeds.
Oregon Writers Group

2nd Tuesday each month at 10:00 am 
The OWG is a gathering of writers or writer-wan-

nabes who meet to support each other and further their 
own writing.  The purpose of the group is to help and 
encourage you in your writing.    If you need  brain-
storming ideas, we can help suggest ideas or aid with 
the creative process. 
Passport Services

The Oregon Public Library offers Passport Appli-
cation Processing. Patrons seeking Passport Services 
should call the Library prior to their visit to ensure that 
an official processor is available at that time and for a 
checklist of items, you will need for the appointment.

OPLD Dial-A-Story & Oregon Public Library Sto-
ryWalk @Oregon Park West

Call 815-732-2724, follow the prompts and presto...a 
story! Current story- Ogilvy by Deborah Underwood. 
Current story at the StoryWalk is Each Living Thing 
by Joanne Ryder.

OREGON PUBLIC LIBRARY
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NOTICE
TAKE NOTICE
County of   OGLE                              
Date Premises Sold    
November 4, 2020             
Certificate No.    2019-
00171 
Sold for General Taxes 
of (year) 2019     
Sold for Special As-
sessment of (Munici-
pality) 
and Special Assess-
ment Number    N/A
Warrant Number   N/A     
Installment Number   
N/A
THIS PROPERTY HAS 
BEEN SOLD FOR DE-
LINQUENT TAXES
Property Located at 309 
West Center Street, Mt 
Morris, Illinois
Legal Description or 
Property Index No.:  08-
27-412-003
This notice is to ad-
vise you that the above 
property has been sold 
for delinquent taxes 
and that the period of 
redemption from the 
sale will expire on Sep-
tember 5, 2023.
The amount to redeem 
is subject to increase 
at 6 month intervals 
from the date of sale 
and may be further in-
creased if the purchas-
er at the tax sale or 
his assignee pays any 
subsequently accruing 
taxes or special as-
sessments to redeem 
the property from sub-
sequent forfeitures or 
tax sales.  Check with 
the county clerk as to 
the exact amount you 
owe before redeeming.  
This notice is also to 
advise you that a peti-
tion has been filed for 
a Tax Deed which will 
transfer title and the 
right to possession of 
this property if redemp-
tion is not made on or 
before September 5, 
2023.
This matter is set for 
hearing in the Circuit 
Court of Ogle Coun-
ty in Oregon, Illinois 
on October 5, 2023 
at 9:00am with Judge 
Roe via Zoom hearing, 
Meeting Link https://
u s 0 2 w e b . z o o m . u s /
j/84329706072#suc-
cess.
You may be present at 
this hearing but your 
right to redeem will al-
ready have expired at 
that time.
YOU ARE URGED TO 
REDEEM IMMEDI-
ATELY TO PREVENT 
LOSS OF PROPERTY 
Redemption can be 
made at any time on 
or before September 
5, 2023 by applying 
to the County Clerk of 
Ogle County, Illinois at 
the Office of the County 
Clerk in Rochelle, IL.
For further information 
contact the County 
clerk
ADDRESS:  105 South 
5th Street, Suite 104, 
Oregon, IL  61061
TELEPHONE: (815) 
732-1110
P&N PROPERTIES, 
INC.		                     	
Purchaser or Assignee            
Dated: 4/28/2023
CASE NUMBER: 
2023TX12
Emily Southard, Joseph 
Southard, Village of Mt 
Morris, Occupants, 
Ogle County Clerk, 
Claimants, Judgment 
Creditors and Decree 
Creditors, if any of the 
above described as 
“unknown owners” “Un-
known owners or par-
ties interested in said 
land or lots”
No. 0510
(May 8, 15 and 22, 
2023)

NOTICE
TAKE NOTICE
County of   OGLE                              
Date Premises Sold    
November 4, 2020             
Certificate No.    2019-
00210 
Sold for General Taxes 
of (year) 2019     
Sold for Special As-
sessment of (Munici-
pality) 
and Special Assess-
ment Number    N/A

Warrant Number   N/A     
Installment Number   
N/A
THIS PROPERTY HAS 
BEEN SOLD FOR DE-
LINQUENT TAXES
Property Located at 4.5 
ACRE PARCEL LYING 
NORTH OF SOUTH 
CHANA ROAD IN 
SECTION 28 OF PINE 
ROCK TOWNSHIP, 
OGLE COUNTY, ILLI-
NOIS
Legal Description or 
Property Index No.:  17-
28-200-003
This notice is to ad-
vise you that the above 
property has been sold 
for delinquent taxes 
and that the period of 
redemption from the 
sale will expire on Sep-
tember 5, 2023.
The amount to redeem 
is subject to increase 
at 6 month intervals 
from the date of sale 
and may be further in-
creased if the purchas-
er at the tax sale or 
his assignee pays any 
subsequently accruing 
taxes or special as-
sessments to redeem 
the property from sub-
sequent forfeitures or 
tax sales.  Check with 
the county clerk as to 
the exact amount you 
owe before redeeming.  
This notice is also to 
advise you that a peti-
tion has been filed for 
a Tax Deed which will 
transfer title and the 
right to possession of 
this property if redemp-
tion is not made on or 
before September 5, 
2023.
This matter is set for 
hearing in the Circuit 
Court of Ogle Coun-
ty in Oregon, Illinois 
on October 5, 2023 
at 9:00am with Judge 
Roe via Zoom hearing, 
Meeting Link https://
u s 0 2 w e b . z o o m . u s /
j/84329706072#suc-
cess.
You may be present at 
this hearing but your 
right to redeem will al-
ready have expired at 
that time.
YOU ARE URGED TO 
REDEEM IMMEDI-
ATELY TO PREVENT 
LOSS OF PROPERTY 
Redemption can be 
made at any time on 
or before September 
5, 2023 by applying 
to the County Clerk of 
Ogle County, Illinois at 
the Office of the County 
Clerk in Rochelle, IL.
For further information 
contact the County 
clerk
ADDRESS:  105 South 
5th Street, Suite 104, 
Oregon, IL  61061
TELEPHONE: (815) 
732-1110
P&N PROPERTIES, 
INC.		                     	
Purchaser or Assignee            
Dated: 4/28/2023
CASE NUMBER: 
2023TX13
The Heirs and Devi-
sees of Gloria May 
Ohnstad, deceased, 
Rodney Ohnstad, Kevin 
Ohnstad, Ogle County 
Clerk, Claimants, Judg-
ment Creditors and De-
cree Creditors, if any of 
the above described as 
“unknown owners” “Un-
known owners or par-
ties interested in said 
land or lots”
No. 0511
(May 8, 15 and 22, 
2023)

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS, 

CIRCUIT COURT 
OGLE COUNTY
PUBLICATION 

NOTICE OF COURT 
DATE FOR REQUEST 
OF NAME CHANGE 

(ADULT)
By the Request of 
William Patrick Egan, 
Case Number 2023 MR 
16
There will be a court 
date on the request of 
William Patrick Egan 
to the new name of 
Trishelle Rosalyn Wil-
liams on June 21, 2023 
at 9 am at 106 S. 5th 
Street, Oregon, Ogle 
County, in courtroom 
#304.
No. 0522
(May 15, 22 and 29, 
2023)

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE  

FIFTEENTH  
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

OGLE COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF	
)
)
ROBERT C. LAIDIG,	
deceased.	
)
) No. 2023 PR21

CLAIM NOTICE
Notice is given to 
creditors of the death 
of Robert C.Laidig, of 
3772 Illinois Street, 
Dixon, Ogle County. 
Illinois. Letters of Office 
were issued to Melissa 
A. Horton, 6953 S. 
Roger Way, Chandler, 
AZ 85249, as Indepen-
dent Executor, whose 
attorney of record is 
Emily R. Vivian, Ehr
mann Gehlbach Bad-
ger & Considine, LLC, 
114 E. Everett Street, 
Dixon, Illinois 61021.
The estate will be 
administered without 
cou11 surervision, 
unless under section 
28-4 of the Probate 
Act (755 lLCS 5/28-4) 
any interested person 
terminates indepen-
dent administration at 
any time by mailing or 
delivering a petition to 
terminate to the clerk.
Claims against the 
estate may be filed in 
the office of the Clerk 
of the Court at the Ogle 
County Judicial Center. 
106 S. 5th Street. 
Suite #300, Oregon. 
IL 61061, or with the 
representative. or both, 
on or before the date 
which is six (6) months 
after the date of the 
first publication of this 
Claim Notice, or, if 
mailing or delivering of 
a notice from the rep-
resentative is required 
by section 18-3 of the 
Probate Act of 1975, 
the date stated in that 
notice. Any claim not 
filed on or before that 
date is barred. Copies 
of a claim filed with the 
clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the rep-
resentative and to the 
attorney within 10 days 
after it has been filed.
By Melissa A. Horton, 
Independent Executor
Emily R. Vivian ARDC: 
6290977
Ehnnann Gehlbach 
Badger & Considine. 
LLC 114 E. Everett 
Street. Suite 300
Dixon, IL 61021 
vivian@egbclaw.com 
(815) 288-4949
(815) 288-3068 FAX
No. 0524
(May 15, 22 and 29, 
2023)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Timely and Mean-
ingful Consultation 
and Title I meeting 
for the Byron CUSD 
#226 will be held on 
May 25th at 4:30 pm 
in the Mary Morgan 
Elementary School 
Library.
No. 0531
(May 22, 2023)

NOTICE TO  
BIDDERS

Sealed proposals 
for the project de-
scribed below will 
be received at the 
office of the Village 
Clerk, 120 N. Wal-
nut Street, Stillman 
Valley, IL 61084, 
until 10:00 am on 
06/07/23. 
Sealed proposals will 
be opened and read 
publicly at the office 
of the Village Clerk, 
120 N. Walnut Street, 
Stillman Valley, IL 
61084, at 10:00 am 
on 06/07/23. 
DESCRIPTION OF 
WORK
Location: Milwaukee 
Street & Pershing 
Street
Project Length: 
2,000’
Proposed Improve-
ment: includes re-
moval of HMA sur-
face for butt joints, 
area reflective crack 
control treatment, 

HMA surface course, 
and traffic control and 
protection. 
1. Plans and proposal 
forms will be available 
in the office of: Willett, 
Hofmann & Associ-
ates, Inc. website at 
www.willetthofmann.
com. Contractors shall 
click on “Bid Login” on 
the homepage of the 
website and follow the 
instructions. The con-
tract eBidDoc # (Project 
Number) is 8531994. 
The Project Manual 
PDF can be download-
ed from the website by 
depositing twenty-two 
dollars ($22.00) by 
credit card. Said de-
posit is NON-REFUND-
ABLE.
2. X  Prequalification If 
checked, the 2 appar-
ent as read low bid-
ders must file within 24 
hours after the letting 
an “Affidavit of Avail-
ability” (Form BC 57) 
in triplicate, showing all 
uncompleted contracts 
awarded to them and all 
low bids pending award 
for Federal, State, 
County, Municipal and 
private work. One orig-
inal shall be filed with 
the Awarding Authority 
and two originals with 
the IDOT District Office.
3. The Awarding Au-
thority reserves the 
right to waive techni-
calities and to reject 
any or all proposals as 
provided in BLRS Spe-
cial Provision for Bid-
ding Requirements and 
Conditions for Contract 
Proposals.
4. The following BLR 
Forms shall be returned 
by the bidder to the 
Awarding Authority:
a. Local Public Agency 
Formal Contract Pro-
posal (BLR 12200)
b. Schedule of Prices 
(BLR 12201)
c. Proposal Bid Bond 
(BLR 12230) (if appli-
cable)
5. The quantities ap-
pearing in the bid 
schedule are approxi-
mate and are prepared 
for the comparison of 
bids. Payment to the 
Contractor will be made 
only for the actual 
quantities of work per-
formed and accepted 
or materials furnished 
according to the con-
tract. The scheduled 
quantities of work to be 
done and materials to 
be furnished may be in-
creased, decreased or 
omitted as hereinafter 
provided.
6. Submission of a bid 
shall be conclusive 
assurance and war-
ranty the bidder has 
examined the plans 
and understands all re-
quirements for the per-
formance of work. The 

bidder will be responsi-
ble for all errors in the 
proposal resulting from 
failure or neglect to 
conduct an in depth ex-
amination. The Award-
ing Authority will, in no 
case, be responsible 
for any costs, expens-
es, losses or changes 
in anticipated profits re-
sulting from such failure 
or neglect of the bidder.
7. The bidder shall take 
no advantage of any 
error or omission in the 
proposal and adver-
tised contract.
8. If a special enve-
lope is supplied by the 
Awarding Authority, 
each proposal should 
be submitted in that en-
velope furnished by the 
Awarding Agency and 
the blank spaces on the 
envelope shall be filled 
in correctly to clearly 
indicate its contents. 
When an envelope 
other than the special 
one furnished by the 
Awarding Authority is 
used, it shall be marked 
to clearly indicate its 
contents. When sent by 
mail, the sealed propos-
al shall be addressed to 
the Awarding Authority 
at the address and in 
care of the official in 
whose office the bids 
are to be received. All 
proposals shall be filed 
prior to the time and at 
the place specified in 
the Notice to Bidders. 
Proposals received af-
ter the time specified 
will be returned to the 
bidder unopened.
9. Permission will be 
given to a bidder to 
withdraw a proposal if 
the bidder makes the 
request in writing or in 
person before the time 
for opening proposals.
No. 0537
(May 22, 2023)

REQUEST FOR BIDS
Julia Hull District Li-
brary, Ogle County, 100 
Library Lane, Stillman 
Valley, Illinois 61084.
The Julia Hull District 
Library, Stillman Valley, 
Ogle County, Illinois, 
will receive bids for 
the procurement of Bid 
Package A – Finishes 
replacement includ-
ing painting, flooring 
replacement and mill-
work including miscel-
laneous electrical and 
plumbing. Bid Package 
B: reupholstery of ex-
isting seating. Bid doc-
uments will be available 
at www.dgdplanroom.
com, click on public 
projects, locate specif-
ic project, on Tuesday, 
May 23, 2023. A pre-bid 
conference will be held 
at 10:00 am on May 
30, 2023 at the project 
site. Bids will be due 
on or before 2:00 p.m. 

on Wednesday, June 
7, 2023, and should be 
mailed to Attention: Jo-
anna Kluever, Library 
Director, Julia Hull Dis-
trict Library, 100 Library 
Lane, Stillman Valley, 
IL 61084.  If delivering 
in person on bid date, it 
should be delivered pri-
or to bid due time at the 
Library. 

No. 0538
(May 22, 2023)

PUBLIC NOTICE

No. 0530
(May 22, 2023)

GARAGE SALE
1458 W. Indian Heights Dr., Oregon

Thu., May 25th & Fri.,  
May 26th 8:00-5:00

Sat., May 27th 8:00-3:00
Like new brand name boys’ clothes sizes 
5-7. Toys, books, puzzles, games, young 
men’s, women’s and men’s X-L clothes
Holiday decorations, misc. kitchen & 

household decor, tools & so much more!

MULTIFAMILY GARAGE SALE
5835 N. Esther Drive, Byron

Thurs. 5/25, 4-7pm, Fri 5/26, 
7am-5pm - Sat 5/27, 7am-12pm

Name Brand, Like New Women’s 
Clothes (14-22), Men’s bid & Tall (2XL-
4XL).  Lots of NEW Women’s shoes.  

Men’s size 14/15 shoes.
Household Items, Furniture, Outdoor 

Pots, Lawn Items.
Everything priced to SELL!

05222023

GARAGE SALE
2721 N. Indian Heights Dr., Oregon
Thursday, May 25th 2PM-5PM  

Friday, May 26th 8AM-4PM
26” bike, 20” bike, wicker rocking 
chair, curio cabinets, living room  
furniture, boys clothing (S-XL), 

baseball cleats, soccer cleats, womens 
clothing (S-Med), and lots more!

PIA#21

MOVING SALE!
Dressers, TV Stands, Love 

Seats, Window A/C’s, Snow 
Blowers, 46” John Deere 
Mower, Octagon Table  

and MORE!
Please call/text  
(779) 770-6070

ADVERTISER
Please Check 

Your Ads
This newspaper 

shall not be liable 
for failure to 

publish an Action 
Classified
ad or for a 

typographical 
error(s) in 

publication except 
to the extent of the 
cost of the ad for 
the first 2 days’ 

insertions.
So please check 

your advertisement 
each time it 

appears and notify 
our classified 
department 

promptly in case of 
error.

Phone 
562-4171
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203 203 
HELP WANTED	HELP WANTED	

203 203 
HELP WANTED	HELP WANTED	

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALEMISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

Lenny Bryson
Sales Of All Kinds

815-946-4120 
 

Chana 64 Auctions
620 S. Stone Hill Rd., Chana

815-830-3898
• Pick Up Service Available 
“UWANNASELLITCALLUS”

A&T Auction Services, LLC
Travis Cunningham 

(815) 297-4595
Located in Forreston, IL

Hack’s Auction & Realty
Service, Inc.

Auctions – Real Estate 
Appraisals

Online Auctions 
Now Available 
Pecatonica, IL
815-239-1436

Hacksauction.com
 

PERSONAL PROPERTY AUCTION
Thursday, May 25th to  

Sunday, May 28th 
Joyce Jankovec Sale

22782A Short Rd., Lanark, IL 61046
This is an ONLINE Sale ONLY.

Please visit https://aandtauctionservices.hibid.com/ 
for sale viewing beginning 5/24/23.

Personal Property: Glassware and Dishes, includ-
ing Pink & Green Depression Glass; Belleek pottery, 
antique china;  antique buttons; hat pins; costume 
jewelry; LOTS of Barbie Dolls & accessories (many 
NIB or hardly opened); Chicago Sports collectibles 
(Bears/Bulls/Cubs); Horse statues (metal and wood-
en); Cats and other figurines; sound system; two hy-
draulic lifts; various antiques; toys and toy tractors; 
and much more! 
Item Viewing: There will be NO in-person viewing 
for this sale. Items for viewing online only. 
Item Pick-up: Items will be available for pick-up on 
Thursday, June 1st from 4-6pm at the sale site (ad-
dress listed above). There is a steep gravel drive-
way leading to the sale site–please be aware of 
this when preparing for pick-up. 
Terms & Conditions: This is an absolute sale. There 
will be a 10% Buyer’s Premium added to all items 
sold.  Items can be purchased with cash, GOOD 
check, or credit card. There will be a 3.5% fee add-
ed to any credit card transaction. 
Follow A & T Auction Services on Facebook for the 
Online Sale Link and additional sale information, in-
cluding pictures, how to register for online bidding, 
and complete sale terms and conditions.    

Travis Cunningham,  
Auctioneer IL Lic. # 441.002600

A & T Auction Services, LLC
atauctionservices@gmail.com

815-297-4595 05222023

‘Estate Antiques, Clocks, Pocket 
Watches, Seeburg Collection’

AUCTION PREVIEW:  
FRI., MAY 26th – 10 A.M. to 1 P.M.

BIDDING OPENS:  
FRI., MAY 26th @ 8 A.M.

Hack’s Auction Antique Center  
ONLINE ONLY AUCTION
hacksauction.hibid.com

400 W. Third St., Pecatonica, IL  61063
Featuring Coin-Operated Magic Clock 
Gum Vender; Old Clock Collection-Cal-
endar-Regulator-Mantle-Wall-Dome 
Glass-Carriage-Huge Amount of Related 
Parts; Huge Antique Pocket Watch Collec-
tion-Illinois-Rockford-Hamilton-Elgin-Key 
Wind-Cases & Parts-Lathe & Specialty Tool-
ing - Over 250 Watches; Native American; 
Stoneware; Advertising; Cast Iron & Primi-
tives; Wildlife; Art Pottery; Jewelry & Coins; 
Decorative; Seeburg ‘1000’ Background 
Music System & Select-O-Matic Vintage 
Parts & Components; Musical Instruments; 
Classic Rock 45 RPM Singles Record Col-
lection; 1890’s Clark Vertical Steam Engine 
& Boiler; Coca-Cola Pop Machines; Many 
Other Antiques & Collectibles.

Francis ‘Frank’ & Jeanne 
Vipond Auction

SUNDAY, JUNE 4th – 10:30 A.M.
5522 Melba Lane, Rockford, IL  61109
Live Auction! Featuring John Deere 
X758 AWD & JD X495 Diesel 24HP Lawn 
Tractors; Toro Z-Master Comm. 3000 
Series Zero-Turn Mower; JD 100 Series 
Mower; JD 828D Snow Blower; Tillers; 
Lawn & Garden Equipment; HD Utility 
Trailer; Kennedy & Deluxe Large Roller 
Tool Chests; Large Selection of Tools & 
Shop Equipment; Patio Furniture & Décor; 
Household Furniture & Appliances; Exer-
cise Machines; Champion Gun Safe-Fire-
arms-Ammo; Toy & Collector Cars; Much 
More! Mowers & Firearms Sold @12:30 P.M.

Hack’s Auction & Realty Service
Greg & Swan Hachmeister, Auctioneers

Pecatonica, IL 815-239-1436
www.hacksauction.com | I.A.F.L. #44000128

Byron CUSD #226
Vacancies

• High School Secretary
• 3rd Shift Custodian
• High School Library  

Paraprofessional (2023-24 
school year)

Apply online at  
www.byron226.org

Under the ‘About Us’ tab
Employment  

Opportunities Section

Byron CUSD 
#226 has 

openings for 

Bus Drivers
SIGN-ON BONUS 

Available
Contact Barb Rundle 

at 815-234-5491
For more 

information
10112021

Class-A CDL
Drivers Wanted

$500 Sign on bonus
Earn up to

$33/per hour
Local Trucking 

Company seeking 
full time,

year- round driver to 
haul grain.

815-938-3644
Please

leave message.
09052022Part-time position is 

available for a graphic 
artist in our Creative Dept.

Experience with Adobe Programs:
Photoshop, Illustrator, Acrobat 

and InDesign is a plus.

If you are interested in joining our
Creative Team, please submit resume

along with samples to:

To Your Next
Career Move ...

Rochelle News-Leader
Attn: Mike Feltes, PO Box 46

 Rochelle, IL 61068
or email: 

mfeltes@oglecountylife.com EOE

Free Clean  
Concrete Fill

I load, you haul.
815-501-4950

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-262-3900

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW, USED  
SCRATCH & DENT

• Refrigerators • Freezers 
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

04092023

OREGON/
MT. MORRIS
Newer 1, 2 &3 BR 

APTS. Water, sewer, 
garbage inc. w/most 

units. HOUSES some 
w/garages, all in 

like new condition. 
Starting at $295/mo. 

815-734-4348 or 
815-590-2302

For Rent - Byron
3-Bedroom,  

Upper Apartment
Oversize Garage

NO Pets
1-Year Lease
$875/month

 $975/Deposit 
412 W. 2nd. Street., 

Byron, IL
815-904-4014

1563 Kysor Drive, Byron
(next to D&W Garage)

Storage Unit Sizes:
5ʼ x 10ʼ     10ʼ x 10ʼ

10ʼ x 15ʼ  10ʼ x 20ʼ  10ʼx30ʼ

101  101  
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially those 
asking for money in 
advance.”

113  113  
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 
hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119  119  
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers 
are cautioned to 
thoroughly investigate 
all ads, especially 
those asking for 
money in advance.” 

127  127  
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

FURMAN’S Lawn 
Care and Tree Work. 
Mowing, bushes, spring 
clean up, weeding 
and much more. Call 
Jeremy Furman 815-
761-9619. Please leave 
a message will return 
call ASAP. Fully insured, 
in business since 1999. 
Servicing Rochelle and 
surrounding areas.

CUSTOM Construction 
Systems. Residential/
Commercial Roofing. 
Shingles/Metal/Flat. 
815-871-7835. (05-24-
23)

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, 
unless licensed or 

holding a permit as a 
childcare facility, may 
cause to be published 
any advertisement 
soliciting a child care 
service. A childcare 
facility that is licensed 
or operating under a 
permit issued by the 
Illinois Department of 
Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
its care.

301  301  
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin 
& iron toys, sterling 
silver, decoys. If it’s 
antique, I’m interested 
in looking! Call 815-
562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com

3075 3075 
GARAGE SALEGARAGE SALE

GARAGE SALE. 
1120 Pickwick Drive, 
Rochelle. Thursday, 
5/18 8am - 5pm, 
Friday, 5/19 8am-1pm. 
Housewares, clothing, 
books, bike and other 
miscellaneous. (05-17-
23)

307  307  
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends 
on Weight of Roll. 
Available Monday-
Friday 815-562-4171 
(8AM-NOON ONLY) 
Rochelle News Leader.  

405  405  
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR APARTMENTS FOR 
RENTRENT

511 511 
STORAGE UNITSSTORAGE UNITS

Read and 
Recycle
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Floyd J. Tilton VFW Post #3878
 318 4th Ave., Rochelle, IL | 815-562-3878

Lunch served  
Tuesday - Friday 11AM-1PM

Breakfast 3rd Sunday of every month 
Burgers and Fries the 1st Saturday of every month

Businesses Hours:   
Mon-Sat 10AM-9PM | Sunday 10AM-6 PM

PUBLIC WELCOME

LIKE AND FOLLOW US ON

FOR INFORMATION AND UPDATES! 
FACEBOOK

815-561-0099
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com
Commercial & Residential Concrete Services

CANCER affects 
tens of millions 
of people each 

year. The World Health 
Organization said cancer 
accounted for nearly 10 
million deaths in 2020, the 
most recent year for data. 

Depending on where 
cancer strikes, various 
symptoms may present. 
However, cancer also af-
fects the body as a whole. 
Here is a more in-depth 
look at how cancer af-
fects the body and overall 
health.

• Weight loss: Accord-
ing to a 2011 article in 
the Journal of Genetics, 
weight loss occurs in up 
to 80 percent of people 
with cancer. Lost mass 
occurs in both muscle 
and fat tissue. Cancer 
may suppress the appetite 
and cause alterations in 
biochemical pathways for 
the production of proteins 
and other compounds 
necessary to maintain a 
healthy body weight and 
muscle composition.

• Blood cell num-
bers: Some cancers and 
cancer treatments can 
change the number of 
blood cells circulating 

in the blood, according 
to Cancer Research UK. 
White blood cell numbers 
may drop and risk of 
infection may increase. 
Cancer treatments may 
cause low levels of red 
blood cells, resulting in 
anemia, which can make 
a person feel tired and 
breathless and require a 
blood transfusion.

• Decreased infection 
resistance: Some muta-
tions caused by cancer 
give cancer cells the 
ability to reduce or even 
cripple immune response, 
according to Healthfully. 
Therefore, the immune 
system becomes limited 
in its ability to recognize 
foreign organisms. Virus-
es and bacteria may take 
hold. This is why many 
people who have cancer 
may ultimately die from 
pneumonia.

• Hormonal changes: 
Some cancers can pro-
duce hormones that will 
circulate and cause symp-
toms known as paraneo-
plastic syndrome. It may 
cause muscle weakness or 
even change the balance 
of salt and water in the 
body. Hormone therapies 

What cancer does to the body

may be used in cancer 
treatments to help address 
the symptoms caused by 
the cancer.

• Constipation: Pain 
medications and chemo-
therapy can cause con-
stipation. It’s important 
to drink plenty of liquids 
and eat high-fiber diets to 

help combat this problem.
• Fatigue: Along with 

weight loss, fatigue is 
another common body 
effect of cancer. Preserv-
ing energy by napping and 
resting, especially during 
treatment,  can help.

• Eye changes: Che-
motherapy can increase 

the risk of dry eye syn-
drome and the formation 
of cataracts, says OSHU 
Knight Cancer Institute. 
Additional vision prob-
lems may occur as well.

• Premature aging: 
Both cancer and the nec-
essary treatments can 
speed up some signs of 

aging. For example, it 
may increase the risk of 
osteoporosis or bring on 
early menopause.

Cancer doesn’t just 
affect the area of the 
body where it’s located. 
The entire body can be 
affected by cancer and 
cancer treatments.

MANY variables 
affect a per-
son’s risk for 

developing cancer. Lifestyle 
choices like the foods a 
person eats and how much 
that person exercises can go 
a long way toward reducing 
cancer risk. However, certain 
risk factors for cancer, includ-
ing race and ethnicity, are 
beyond individuals’ control.

The relationship between 
race and ethnicity and cancer 
risk is complex. Though ge-
netics are a significant factor 
in that relationship, socioeco-
nomc factors, which are not 
uniformly applicable to all 
individuals of a certain race 
or ethnicity, also figure into 
the equation. For example, 
the MD Anderson Cancer 
Center notes that education 
and income level, access to 
health insurance, and access 
to routine medical screening 
and services can affect an 
individual’s cancer risk. So 
while the risk for lung can-
cer may be especially high 
among African American 
males without access to rou-
tine medical screening and 
services, it is not necessarily 

as high for African American 
males who have access to 
such services.

Cultural factors also must 
be considered when discuss-
ing the potential link between 
race and ethnicity and cancer 
risk. The MDACC notes that 
cultural factors can involve 
practices and beliefs that 
are prevalent within certain 
communities. Those beliefs 
and practices, which can 
include eating certain foods, 
may increase or decrease 
a person’s risk for certain 
cancers. But again, simply 
because a person identifies 
with a certain race or eth-
nicity does not mean that 
individual adheres to all of the 
cultural practices associated 
with those communities. 
Individuals who do adhere to 
practices, such as consuming 
a diet that includes lots of 
ethnic foods, may want to 
speak with their physicians 
about the potential that such 
a diet, and other cultural 
practices, could increase their 
cancer risk.

The complicated rela-
tionship between race and 
ethnicity and cancer risk 

The relationship between race and ethnicity and cancer risk

makes it difficult to say 
individuals of certain racial 
and ethnic backgrounds are 
definitively at higher risk of 
developing certain forms of 
the disease. However, the 
National Cancer Institute and 
the American Cancer Society 
report that incidence rates for 

the three most common types 
of cancer (lung, prostate and 
breast) are highest among 
certain ethnic groups.

• Lung cancer: Both the 
incidence and death rates 
for lung cancer are highest 
among African American 
males.

• Prostate cancer: Prostate 
cancer death and incidence 
rates are highest among Af-
rican American males.

• Breast cancer: Inci-
dence rates for breast cancer 
are highest among White, 
non-Hispanic women. The 
death rate for breast cancer 

is highest among African 
American women.

Recognition of the rela-
tionship between race and 
ethnicity and cancer risk is 
important. Individuals with 
questions about their risk 
are urged to speak with their 
physicians. 

322 Errett Road, Rochelle 
815-562-6064 • queens-trucking.com

05212023
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Free Summer Concerts
Heritage Farm Stage • 8059 River Rd, Byron

Sundays – 7pm
July 9- Patchouli

July 16 – Freeborn Men
July 23 – Backroads Trio

 

Bring your lawn chairs and blankets and join us for 
these local bands! Feel free to bring drinks or snacks 

and there will be drinks available for purchase.

BYRON FOREST PRESERVE
JARRETT PRAIRIE CENTER • PRAIRIEVIEW GOLF CLUB

7993 NORTH RIVER RD., BYRON 815-234-8535
www.byronforestpreserve.com

THE prevalence of 
cancer is wide-
ly known. Af-

fecting people of every 
ethnicity and across the 
socioeconomic spectrum, 
cancer poses a threat to 
people in all corners of 
the globe. And that threat 
could be more significant 
in the immediate future. 
Estimates from the Inter-
national Agency for Re-
search on Cancer indicate 
that the global population 
boom and the growth of the 
world’s aging population 
could result in more than 
16 million cancer deaths 
each year by 2040.

The statistics surround-
ing global incidence rates 
for cancer are startling, 
which can give the im-
pression that cancer is an 
inevitability for hundreds 
of millions of people 
across the globe. However, 
there’s much individuals 
can do to reduce their 
cancer risk. 

According to the MD 
Anderson Cancer Center, 
a healthy diet can help 
reduce cancer risk. A diet 
that focuses on plants and 
emphasizes healthy choic-
es may not eliminate the 
threat of cancer, but it can 

be an integral component 
of a preventive health 
care regimen. With that 
in mind, the following are 
five fruits and vegetables 
associated with reducing 
cancer risk, courtesy of 
the MDACC.

1. Berries: Berries con-
tain antioxidants, which 
protect the body from cell 
damage that can contrib-
ute to various cancers, 
including skin cancer, 
lung cancer and breast 
cancer, among others. 
Blueberries, raspberries 
and strawberries make 
wonderful additions to 
anyone’s diet.

2. Cruciferous vege-
tables: Cruciferous veg-
etables include broccoli, 
bok choy, cabbage, and 
brussel sprouts, among 
others. The MDACC notes 
that studies have indi-
cated that special plant 
compounds in cruciferous 
vegetables may protect 
the body from stomach 
cancer and cancers of the 
mouth, pharynx, larynx, 
and esophagus.

3. Garlic: The experts 
at Mount Sinai note that 
garlic is often linked with 
reduced risk for heart 
disease, notably the pre-

Five fruits and vegetables associated with reducing cancer risk

vention of atherosclerosis, 
which affects the arteries 
through the deposition 
of plaques of fatty acids 
along the arterial walls. 
However, antioxidant-rich 
garlic also helps the body 
fight off harmful free rad-
icals that can contribute 
to cancer.

4. Spinach: The Cen-

ters or Disease Control 
and Prevention notes that 
colorectal cancer is one 
of the leading causes of 
cancer deaths in the United 
States. Studies have found 
that spinach inhibits the 
growth of colon polyps 
that can develop into col-
orectal cancer. 

5. Tomatoes: Lycopene 

is an antioxidant that gives 
tomatoes their bright red 
color. According to the 
National Cancer Institute, 
though human studies 
have produced inconsis-
tent results, various in vitro 
and animal studies have 
indicated that lycopene 
may have chemopreven-
tive effects for cancers of 

the prostate, skin, breast, 
lung, and liver. 

Eating these five fruits 
and vegetables is not the 
only way to use diet in 
the fight against cancer. 
Individuals are urged to 
speak with their physicians 
to learn about the many 
ways to utilize food in 
cancer prevention.

CANCER is a pro-
lific disease that 
does not discrim-

inate based on age, gender 
or locality. Many people 
are aware that various 
environmental or genetic 
factors can raise their risk 
for cancer. However, some 
may be surprised to learn 
that certain viruses and 
other infections also can 
lead to cancer formation.

While certain viruses 
are responsible for the 
sniffles that come with the 
common cold, people do 
not often mention viruses 
and cancer in the same 
breath. Such individuals 
may be surprised to learn 
that some viruses actually 
can contribute to cancer, 
according to WebMD. 
Verywell Health notes that 
studies have found around 
10 percent of cancer cases 
worldwide are caused by 
viruses, with the majority 
of these cases affecting 
people in developing coun-
tries. Viruses, like other 
pathogens, are composed 
of genetic material that can 
invade host cells, causing 
genetic damage or muta-
tion. Viruses also may alter 
the immune system so that 
it is less able to fight off 
cancer cells that may be 
present for another reason. 

Learning about viruses 
that can cause cancer can 

be an important component 
of preventive health care. 
The American Cancer So-
ciety says these viruses are 
linked to cancer in humans.

• Human papilloma-
viruses: This group of 
more than 150 viruses are 
implicated in the formation 
of genital warts as well as 
cervical cancer. HPV also 
can contribute to cancers of 
the penis, anus, vagina, vul-
va, and mouth and throat.

• Epstein-Barr virus: 
This virus is commonly 
linked to mononucleosis or 
“the kissing disease.” It is a 
type of herpes virus. EBV 
infection can increase the 
risk of nasopharyngeal can-
cer, fast-growing lympho-
mas, and also Hodgkin’s 
lymphoma.

• Hepatitis B and C 
viruses: Both HBV and 
HCV cause a type of liver 
infection and inflamma-
tion that can potentially 
lead to liver cancer. Some 
research also links HCV to 
non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma.

• Human immunodefi-
ciency virus: HIV, the virus 
that causes AIDS, isn’t 
a direct cause of cancer, 
but infection can increase 
a person’s risk of getting 
several types of cancer 
linked to other viruses. 
For example, HIV has 
been linked to higher risk 
of Kaposi sarcoma and 

The link between viruses and cancer

cervical cancer.
Bacteria and parasites 

also can contribute to can-
cer formation. Long-term 
infection of the stomach 
with Helicobacter pylori 
bacteria, for example, may 

cause ulcers and stomach 
cancer. Chlamydia tra-
chomatis is a bacteria that 
affects women’s repro-
ductive systems and can 
increase risk for cervical 
cancer.

Certain parasitic worms 
that can live inside the hu-
man body also increase the 
risk of developing some 
types of cancers, such as 
those of the bile ducts and 
bladder. These are rare in 

North America, but may be 
contracted when traveling 
outside of the country.

Infections from viruses, 
bacteria and even parasites 
may lead to cancer in some 
people.
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SERVICE CALL SPECIAL
$2995 ANY 

BRAND
We Service All Makes & Models. Test & check.

Over 30 Years Experience.
AFFORDABLE WATER

815-625-3426
Toll Free: 877-353-7638

THYROID can-
cer affects the 
thyroid gland, 

which is located in the 
neck. The thyroid is a part 
of the endocrine system 
and is responsible for 
a number of metabolic 
functions that help the 
body utilize energy. The 
thyroid also helps to reg-
ulate body temperature, 
blood pressure and heart 
rate, says the Cleveland 
Clinic. 

When healthy, the 
thyroid gland, which is 
butterfly-shaped, cannot 
be felt. If the thyroid be-
comes impaired, changes 
in the shape or size of the 
thyroid may be noticed, 
and such a change could 
indicate the presence of 
thyroid cancer, according 
to the American Cancer 
Society. 

Thyroid nodules, which 
are bumps or lumps on the 
thyroid, are typically be-
nign. Two or three out of 
every 20 nodules turn up 
as cancerous. While these 
often cannot be detected 
by feeling the thyroid, the 
ACS says doctors use im-
aging technology to check 
for thyroid nodules if 
patients are experiencing 
symptoms that may be in-
dicative of a thyroid that is 

not functioning properly. 
Thyroid cancer also may 
be detected when testing 
for other ailments.

Johns Hopkins Med-
icine says most thyroid 
cancers are asymptomat-
ic. Others may produce 
pain, difficulty swallow-
ing, voice changes, and 
enlarged lymph nodes. 
Thyroid cancer is typi-
cally diagnosed after the 
discovery of a nodule that 
is either felt or seen on 
an ultrasound or another 
imaging study. Biopsy 
is utilized to confirm a 
thyroid cancer diagnosis.

According to the Mayo 
Clinic, thyroid cancer 
rates are increasing. That 
spike is likely caused by 
improved imaging tech-
nology that helps doctors 
find small thyroid cancers 
on CT and MRI scans 
conducted when testing 
for other conditions.

Thyroid cancers can 
grow from a number of 
different cells.

• Papillary: This type 
accounts for around 80 
percent of all thyroid can-
cers. It is a slow-growing 
cancer that responds well 
to treatment.

• Follicular: Up to 15 
percent of cases of thyroid 
cancer are follicular. This 

Understanding the basics of thyroid cancer

type of cancer is more 
likely to spread to bones 
and other organs, says the 
Cleveland Clinic.

• Medullary: Only 
about 2 percent of thy-
roid cases are medullary. 
A faulty gene may be to 
blame, and one-quarter 
of patients with this type 
of thyroid cancer have 
a family history of the 
disease.

• Anaplastic: An ag-
gressive thyroid cancer, 
this can be hard to treat 
because it can grow quick-
ly and often spreads to 
surrounding tissue and 
other parts of the body. 
Only 2 percent of thyroid 
cancers are anaplastic.

One of the reasons 
thyroid cancer survival 
rates are high is that the 
primary treatment is to 

surgically remove a por-
tion or all of the thyroid 
gland. Johns Hopkins says 
most thyroidectomies are 
quite successful. While 
the thyroid is an essential 
gland, the functions of the 
thyroid can be replicated 
with the use of synthetic 
thyroid hormones to keep 
the body’s metabolic 
needs in balance.

Additional cancer treat-

ment methods can include 
radioactive iodine and im-
munotherapy. Radiothera-
py and chemotherapy are 
infrequently used to treat 
thyroid cancer.

Thyroid cancer is high-
ly treatable, rarely fatal 
and people can go on to 
live long lives even if sur-
gery is needed to remove 
some or all of the thyroid 
gland.

Cancer affects 
lives in every 
corner of 

the globe. Whether 
it’s encountered as a 
patient, caregiver or 
supporter, cancer will 
affect the vast majority 
of individuals at some 
point in their lives. 
That prevalence under-
scores the significance 
of learning about the 
disease, including 
ways to reduce the risk 
of being diagnosed.

According to the 
National Cancer Insti-
tute, cancer is a dis-
ease in which cells in 
the body grow uncon-
trollably and spread to 
other parts of the body. 
Cancer can start just 
about anywhere, as 
humans are made up of 
trillions of cells. When 
a person has cancer, 
abnormal or damaged 
cells grow and multi-
ply when they normal-
ly should die and have 
new, healthy cells take 
their place.

Cancer cells differ 
from normal cells in 
that they don’t need 
signalling to grow, nor 
do they stop multiply-
ing. They also do not 
stop growing when en-
countering other cells 
and can hide from the 
immune system. All 
of these conditions 
and others combine 
to make cancer a very 
serious condition. That 
means it could be of 
the utmost import-
ant to do everything 
possible to reduce 
your risk of acquiring 
the disease. Though 
there’s no guaranteed 
way to avoid cancer, 

these four strategies 
are highly effective at 
reducing risk for the 
disease.

Consuming a 
healthy diet can go 
a long way toward 
reducing cancer risk. 
The Mayo Clinic says 
people should eat 
plenty of fruits and 
vegetables, and even 
choose foods from 
plant sources as the 
foundation of their 
diets. Limiting refined 
sugars and fats from 
animal sources also is 
effective.

Eating processed 
meat also has been 
linked to an increased 
risk of certain types of 
cancer, according to 
the World Health Or-
ganization. Consump-
tion of alcohol also 
increases cancer risk.

Lung cancer is 
the leading cause of 
cancer death, says the 
Centers for Disease 
Control and Preven-
tion. Smoking ciga-
rettes is the number 
one risk factor for lung 
cancer, with about 80 
to 90 percent of lung 
cancer deaths attribut-
ed to cigarettes in the 
United States. Tobac-
co also causes cancer 
elsewhere in the body. 
The single best way to 
reduce cancer risk is to 
avoid tobacco to begin 
with or, for current 
smokers, to quit smok-
ing immediately.

The CDC says being 
overweight or obese 
has been linked to a 
higher risk of 13 dif-
ferent types of cancer. 
Diet is important in 
maintaining a healthy 

Four ways that people can reduce cancer risk
weight, but so is reg-
ular physical exercise. 
People should strive 
for at least 150 min-
utes a week of moder-
ate aerobic activity or 
a minimum of 75 min-
utes a week of intense 
aerobic activity.

Skin cancer is one 
of the most common 
forms of the disease. 
Covering the skin, 
avoiding midday sun, 
using a broad-spec-
trum sunscreen with an 
SPF of at least 30 ev-
ery day, and avoiding 
sunlamps and tanning 
beds is essential.

While there is no 
completely foolproof 
way to prevent cancer, 
there are many ways 
to reduce risk for the 
disease.
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"Go into the world and do well. But more importantly, go into the 
world and do good."

Minor Myers Jr.

CONGRATULATIONS
class of 2023

Byron 815.234.2561
Davis Junction 815.645.2610

Poplar Grove 815.323.1452 

ofof
Congratulations 

to the Class
Congratulations 

to the Class
20232023

523 W Blackhawk Dr 
Byron, IL 61010  
815-234-8567 05

22
20

23
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Keep On Keep On GrowingGrowing

Best Wishes & Congratulations
BYRON FOREST PRESERVE
JARRETT PRAIRIE CENTER • PRAIRIEVIEW GOLF CLUB

7993 NORTH RIVER RD., BYRON 815-234-8535
www.byronforestpreserve.com
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