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BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — At its 
monthly meeting Mon-
day, the Rochelle Town-
ship High School Dis-
trict Board of Education 
recognized the district’s 
upcoming retirees. The 
six retirees have a total 
of 165 years of service 
between them. 

They include Mari-
lyn Zickur (bus driver, 
10 years), Sherri Smith 
(transportation direc-
tor, 25 years), Ronda 
Threlkeld (bus driver, 36 
years), Vicki Snyder-Chu-
ra (secretary/special proj-
ects, 37 years), Sue Sage 
(Focus House teacher, 19 
years) and Laurie Pillen 
(counselor, 38 years). 

“I want to say thanks 
to our retiring staff mem-
bers,” Superintendent Ja-
son Harper said. “Among 
these retirees, there’s a lot 
of longevity and institu-
tional knowledge. And a 
lot of just great service on 
behalf of our students and 
community.”

Home school
The board unanimously 

approved updated lan-
guage to its full-time 
home school guidelines 

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — At its 
monthly meeting Mon-
day, the Flagg-Rochelle 
Community Park District 
Board of Commissioners 
held interviews with board 
applicants to fill the posi-
tion vacated by Commis-
sioner Ryan Tartaglia’s 
resignation.

Following applicant 
interviews in executive 
session, the board voted 
unanimously to appoint 
Kristi Gonzales to the 
commissioner position 
for a two-year term. She 
was then sworn in by 
Park District Executive 
Director Jackee Ohlinger.

Spring Lake
Ohlinger and Super-

intendent of Recreation 
Andrew Murray said 
preparations are ongoing 
for the summer opening 
of Spring Lake Pool and 
opening day is planned for 
Saturday, June 3.

Murray said orientation 
was recently held with all 
Spring Lake staff for the 
summer and two more 
orientation sessions will 
take place. Pool passes are 
now available for sale on-
line or at The REC Center. 
All-inclusive members of 
The REC get admission 
to Spring Lake for the 
summer.

“Staff has been work-
ing on projects within 
the bath house at Spring 
Lake and the maintenance 
team has been working 
on the splash pad and the 
functions of the pool,” Oh-
linger said. “I’m thankful 
for everyone and their hard 
work. I’m just really glad 
that our staff can work 
so hard to prepare all of 
our facilities for a safe 
season.”

Ohlinger said the park 
district has been working 
with Spring Lake staff 
year round on training, ori-
entation, swim lessons and 
more which has helped 
with employee retention 
from season to season.

“Many facilities are un-
able to staff their outdoor 
pools or locations and I’m 
thankful that we’re not in 
that boat,” Ohlinger said.

See PARK page 3

BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

ROCHELLE — On 
Friday, an open house and 
ribbon cutting ceremony 
were held for Shane Huber 
State Farm’s new location 
at 221 E. Illinois Route 38. 
The event included food 
and refreshments.

“I just want to thank ev-
erybody for coming out,” 
Huber said. “We’re pretty 
excited. I’d been renting 
across the street for a long 
time. I’ve been a State 
Farm agent for 12 years. 
It was a great opportunity 
when Tim Hayden ap-
proached me and asked me 
about buying this location. 
I appreciate everybody 
coming out. It’s been great 
for us. We have more room 
and we’ve expanded our 
staff and we’re going to 
expand some more.”

The ribbon cutting was 
hosted by the Rochelle 
Chamber of Commerce 
and the City of Rochelle 
and was led by Chamber 
Executive Director Tricia 
Herrera and Mayor John 
Bearrows. 

“We are very excited to 

District retirees recognized
Home school athletic participation change approved

Gonzales 
sworn in 
to board

Monday, the Rochelle Township High School District Board of Education 
recognized the district’s upcoming retirees. The six retirees have a total of 165 
years of service between them. 

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

for participation in RTHS 
athletics to meet a new 
IHSA state mandate.

Harper said home-
schooled students in the 
district will now be re-
quired to take one course 
at RTHS. The district’s 
policy previously had no 
requirement for home-
schooled students to take 
any courses at RTHS to 
participate in athletics. 

Harper and RTHS Princi-
pal Chris Lewis said the 
change has been presented 
to parents of students who 
will be affected. 

“Regionally speaking, 
we were one of the few 
districts in the area with 
that type of policy and 
many require three periods 
a day or something to that 
effect,” Harper said. “We 
just adjusted our policy 

based on the feedback 
we got from parents and 
the board and based on 
conversations with the 
IHSA to meet the man-
date so our students can 
continue to compete in 
IHSA-sponsored events. 
If we didn’t adhere to this 
policy, our students would 
have become ineligible.”

See RTHS page 5

Ribbon cutting held for Shane 
Huber State Farm’s new location

‘We’re thankful that you made the investment in our community’

On Friday, an open house and ribbon cutting ceremony were held for Shane 
Huber State Farm’s new location at 221 E. Illinois Route 38. The event included 
food and refreshments.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

celebrate,” Herrera said. 
“When Shane came on 
as a member, he was at a 
location nearby. But we 
never got to do a ribbon 
cutting with him. We were 
very excited when he said 
he was moving locations 
and wanted to celebrate. 
We thank you for staying 
within our community 
with your move. We know 
when you have a business, 

you can put it anywhere. 
And we’re always very 
grateful and thankful that 
you choose Rochelle and 
our community.”

Bearrows thanked Hu-
ber for making an invest-
ment in the community 
with the new building. 

“It’s not just about 
changing locations or a 
new office,” Bearrows 
said. “You made a financial 

investment, and that means 
a lot. We’re happy to have 
you here and we hope that 
you know that the city, 
chamber and yourself are 
a partnership of three. If 
any one of those three is 
removed, the partnership 
collapses. To be successful, 
you need a lot of help and 
you have a lot of help. I 
want to welcome you to 
your new building.”
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On Friday, May 12, a grand reopening and ribbon cutting event was held at Pegasus Special Riders in Oregon following the structure completion of its arena. The 
facilities at Pegasus Special Riders sustained storm damage twice last year, halting its operations.
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BY JEFF HELFRICH
MANAGING EDITOR

OREGON — On Fri-
day, May 12, a grand re-
opening and ribbon cutting 
event was held at Pegasus 
Special Riders in Oregon 
following the structure 
completion of its arena. 

The facilities at Pegasus 
Special Riders sustained 
storm damage twice last 
year, halting its operations. 
The nonprofit, located at 
6668 S. Carthage Road 
near Oregon, has been 
operating since 1997. It’s a 
therapeutic riding program 
for children and adults with 
special needs. Volunteers 
perform all of the required 
duties, such as working 
with the riders, caring for 

the horses and facilities, 
raising funds and providing 
the necessary administra-
tive support.

The damage on Aug. 28, 
2022 included the facility’s 
loafing shed for its horses 
and severe damage to a 
storage building. Back on 
March 5, 2022, a wind-
storm severely damaged 
the main arena building. 
High winds tore off about 
120 feet of canopy, twisted 
the steel frame and the large 
front door was blown off 
and landed inside of the 
arena.

Pegasus Special Riders 
has been unable to perform 
any rides since the storm 
damage and was dealing 
with pandemic restrictions 
before that. The nonprofit 

worked on cleanup, con-
struction and dealt with in-
surance providers over the 
past year. The damage in 
March was over $300,000.

“This has taken a long 
time,” PSR Board Presi-
dent Donna Fellows said. 
“We still have a lot to do. 
We’re moving forward 
because we now have a 
covered arena again and 
an outdoor arena to have 
lessons if the weather is 
nice. We don’t have all the 
electric work done or any 
water yet. Electric is what 
we’re waiting for, so we 
can have water, fans and 
lights. Other than that, the 
building is good to go. We 
thought we’d be further 
along, but here we are.”

The Oregon Chamber 

of Commerce attended 
Friday’s events and con-
gratulated PSR on its grand 
reopening. Fellows said 
equine activities will re-
sume starting on June 6-7. 
An outdoor arena will be 
used if the indoor arena 
isn’t all the way completed 
by that time.

PSR’s funding is nearly 
completely made up of 
donations. 

“We’ve had wonderful 
people that have helped,” 
Fellows said. “It’s been 
volunteers and people that 
are willing to just help us 
out. We’ve had contractors 
that have helped us out. 
That was wonderful. It’s 
overwhelming, because 
what you thought you were 
going to have to spend and 

what actual cost is, it’s 
been yards away. And if 
you have the funds to do 
it, then you don’t have the 
materials. But we’ve been 
blessed with contributions 
and help. It’s been a work 
of love and contributions.”

PSR has seen donations 
come from Rockford, Ster-
ling, Wisconsin and “all 
over,” Fellows said.

”We’ve had people that 
donated and we didn’t even 
know who they were,” 
Fellows said. “I don’t even 
know how they found out 
about it. It’s been wonder-
ful to know that people 
are out there that want to 
help us do our job for the 
people that need to have 
our services.”

Fellows called the feel-

ing of being able to offer 
rides and equine services 
again “heartwarming.”

“We’ve waited for three 
years with COVID-19 and 
everything else,” Fellows 
said. “We’ve been very 
anxious to be able to get 
things done. We have vol-
unteers that are waiting and 
calling and asking when the 
rides will start. We have 
students and their parents 
calling. We fill a need that 
unless you have a chal-
lenged individual close to 
you, you don’t even know 
about. I say sometimes that 
we’re the best-kept secret in 
Ogle County. I just want to 
thank all of the people that 
have contributed to us all 
these years and especially 
during this disaster.”

Pegasus Special Riders hosts grand reopening event
Rides to start back up June 6-7: ‘It’s been a work of love and contributions’

ROCHELLE — Ro-
chelle Township High 
School District 212 is 
accepting applications to 
fill the vacancy of Board 
Member Jackeline Aguil-

era, who has resigned her 
position. The open term 
starts as soon as the indi-
vidual takes their oath at a 
future board meeting and 
the term expires on the April 

RTHS Board accepting applications for 
vacancy following member’s resignation

1, 2025, election of 2025.
RTHS District 212 con-

tinues to work to prepare 
students for their tomorrow. 
Applicants should show 
familiarity with the board’s 
policies regarding general 
duties and responsibilities 
of a board and a board 
member, including fiducia-
ry responsibilities, conflict 
of interest, ethics and gift 
ban. The board’s policies 
are available online.

Applications and re-
quirements may be ob-
tained at the Shared Ser-
vices Central Office located 
on the campus of RTHS, 
1401 Flagg Road, Rochelle, 
IL 61068 or on the RTHS 
District 212’s district’s web 
site – www.rthsd212.org on 
Thursday, May 11 at 9 a.m.

Applications will be ac-
cepted until 3 p.m. Friday, 
June 2. Return completed 
applications to Rochelle 
Township High School 
District #212, 1401 Flagg 
Road, Rochelle, IL, 61068, 
ATTN: Kathy Bull, board 
secretary or via email to 
kbull@rthsd212.org. 

RTHS District #212 
is an equal opportunity 
employer.

IOWA CITY, Iowa 
— More than 100 current 
University of Iowa students 
participated in the 2023 
Spring Undergraduate 
Research Festival, an event 
staged annually by the Iowa 

Center for Research by Un-
dergraduates. A variety of 
judges, including faculty, 
graduate students and peers 
as well as members of the 
Iowa City community, 
were on hand to discuss the 

students’ work and provide 
valuable feedback.

“This is an incredi-
ble opportunity for Iowa 
students to practice and 
hone their communication 
skills,” Bob Kirby, director 

Rhodes participates at Iowa’s spring undergraduate research festival
of ICRU, said. 

“From designing a post-
er, to giving a short pitch 
about what they study and 
why it matters, to fielding 
questions from experts in 
their field as well as non-ex-
perts, everything about this 
experience is designed to 
help students boost critical 
communication skills that 
will help them succeed in 
whatever comes next for 
them.”

Ashley Rhodes of Cha-
na participated in the area 
of mathematics & engi-
neering.. Her presentation 
title was: Novel Gas En-
trapping Materials to Im-
prove Treatment of Solid 
Tumors.

Presentation abstract: 
“Gas entrapping materials 
can have many far reaching 

and impactful applications. 
Gasses have been shown 
to have therapeutic prop-
erties, and the ability to 
deliver gas to a specific 
area within the body can 
be beneficial for wound 
healing, improving cancer 
treatments, and decreas-
ing inflammation. Many 
current methods for gas 
entrapment and delivery 
are inefficient and difficult 
to administer. We have 
fabricated a solid, biode-
gradable implant that has 
the capability of high-vol-
ume gas release. The goal 
is to deliver a variety of 
gasses in vivo and be able 
to control their dissolution 
to optimize timing of gas 
delivery. We are working 
to evaluate the potential of 
different biomaterials that 

form amorphous crystal-
line arrangements and to 
alter the properties of the 
material to control the tim-
ing of its dissolution within 
the body. These innovative 
devices can be used to store 
drugs, oxygen, and any 
other desired material to 
be delivered to biological 
systems. One specifically 
beneficial application is 
penetrating the hypoxic 
microenvironment com-
monly found in tumors, 
which causes therapeutic 
resistance. Methods to im-
prove tumor oxygenation 
have been shown to im-
prove response to standard- 
of- care cancer treatments, 
such as radiation therapy, 
and these GEMs provide a 
controllable, novel solution 
to this issue.”
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& Wellness With Chiropratic Care”

Dr. Chad Piller
ROCHELLE CHIROPRACTIC CLINIC

Your Spine...
The Backbone of

Good Health

227 East Rte. 38, Rochelle • 815-562-8706
www.rochellechiropractic.com

• Neck, Shoulder & Arm Pain • Joint Pain
• Lower Back, Hip & Leg Pain • Headaches
• Tingling or Numbness • Dizziness
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DENNY LEIFHEIT

NORTHERN ILLINOIS CARRY
CERTIFIED PROFESSIONAL TRAINING

CALL TO REGISTER & FOR COURSE INFORMATION
(815) 501-9421 | NORTHERNILLINOISCARRY.COM

NORTHERNILLINOISCARRY@GMAIL.COM

May 27 & 28 ...... IL Concealed Carry Permit Renewal, 8am-11am (3 hours)
June 10 & 11 IL Concealed Carry/Home Defense Class, 8am-4pm both days
June 17 ...............................................Introduction to Handguns, 8am-12pm 
Aug. 5................... IL Concealed Carry Permit Renewal, 8am-11am (3 hours)

Private Concealed Carry/Home Defense classes can be arranged  
but a minimum of 5 students is required.

We are offering “Countering The Mass Shooter Threat” classes which are designed for every 
House of Worship, School, Business and Family. Please contact us for futher information and/

or scheduling dates. These classes can be taught at any location.

Please call or email for further information. 

See website for detailed description of all classes
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Signage has been added 
to the splash pad regarding 
its use operations. When the 
pool is not open, the splash 
pad is open for free use by 
the public. When the pool 
is open, use of the splash 
pad is part of the cost of 
admission.

Director 
comments

During her director 
comments portion of the 
meeting, Ohlinger provided 
updates on a number of 
ongoing projects.

The park district has 
purchased a new brush hog 
machine that has previously 
been used for clearing brush 
at Midwest and Skare Park. 
The work has involved 
opening space for walking 
paths and the disc golf 
course at the Skare Park and 
dealing with areas impacted 
by the 2014 tornado in the 
area. More work will take 
place on the project this 
summer.

Ohlinger said Hage-
mann Horticulture has 
been working on land-
scaping projects at various 
district parks. Back in 

February, the park district 
approved a landscaping 
design and maintenance 
program agreement with 
Hagemann Horticulture 
for $24,971.39. The next 
landscaping work will take 
place at The REC Center.

“You should see all of 
our parks finishing the new 
plant material here in the 
next few weeks,” Ohlinger 
said. 

New signage has been 
placed at multiple park 
district properties including 
at its maintenance shop, at 
Skare Park and Lake Sule. 

Lake Sule’s shore work 
has been completed, Oh-
linger said. The work in-
volved clearing trees and 
shrubs around the outside 
of the lake to open it up for 
more activities and visibili-
ty of the property. The park 
district has plans to clear 
the entire perimeter of the 
lake and apply chemicals 
to prevent willow trees and 
shrubs from growing back.

“It’s really great to have 
that visual of the lake,” 
Ohlinger said. “The water 
looks very welcoming. But 
I would remind the public 
that walking on the concrete 
slab shore is not safe and to 
stay on the grassy bank.”

PARK: Spring Lake Pool scheduled to open on June 3

Following applicant interviews in executive session, the board voted unanimously to appoint Kristi Gonzales 
to the commissioner position for a two-year term. She was then sworn in by Park District Executive Director 
Jackee Ohlinger.

(PHOTO BY JEFF HELFRICH)

The Rochelle Rotary Club recently welcomed two new members, including Tim 
Bowerman from Weichert Realtors - Signature Professionals and Pete Pavia, 

Rochelle Police Department’s interim chief. If you are interested in learning more 
about Rotary and what it does for the community, contact the club on Facebook 

or visit one of its Tuesday afternoon meetings.

Rotary welcomes Bowerman and Pavia

CHAMPAIGN – The 
career achievements of 
Illinois 4-H members were 
lauded at the Illinois 4-H 
Celebration of Excellence 
held April 1 at the Hilton 
Garden Inn in Champaign. 
The Illinois 4-H Founda-
tion awarded $45,000 in 
scholarships to 4-H youth.

“Our Celebration of 
Excellence event honors 
an amazing group of young 
people who have made 4-H 
and their communities the 
focus of their time and 
talents,” Lisa Diaz, Uni-
versity of Illinois Extension 
assistant dean and 4-H di-
rector, said. “4-H youth are 
making a difference in their 
communities by growing 
gardens, packaging meals 

for the hungry, educating 
peers about healthy choic-
es, designing technological 
solutions to today’s issues, 
and extending a compas-
sionate hand to those who 
need encouragement and 
support.”

The scholarships are 
awarded to five Illinois 
4-H members in nine focus 
categories and are based on 
merit and a demonstrated 
standard of 4-H excellence.

“I personally look for-
ward to the event every 
year,” Illinois 4-H Founda-
tion board member Jenny 
Webb of McLean County 
said. “It is so energizing to 
see amazing youth in this 
room and what they are 
accomplishing.”

Forty-five young adults 
were chosen as scholarship 
winners with each winner 
receiving a $1,000 schol-
arship.

The Civil Engagement 
and Global Living award 
recognizes youth that have 
focused on 4-H work in 
service to others. The win-
ner from Ogle County 4-H 
was Gracie Prose, Oregon. 
This award is sponsored by 
Nann Armstrong, Ron and 
Melanie Warfield, and Dee 
Murray.

The Personal Growth 
award recognizes youth 
that have focused on per-
sonal growth through their 
participation in the 4-H 
program. The winner from 
Ogle County 4-H was Lau-

Illinois 4-H Foundation honors exceptional youth at awards ceremony
ren Carlson, Byron.

This award is sponsored 
by Pat Clickener, Barbara 
and George Clark, Jan-
ice Seitz, and the Illinois 
4-H Foundation Legacy 
Endowment. Scholarship 
support allows students 
to continue to follow their 
learning pathways for 
post-secondary education.

“I’ve always had a love 
for natural resources and 
wanted to pursue education 
and a career with it,” Wil-
liam Weber of Livingston 

County, natural resources 
and environmental science 
scholarship recipient, said. 
“Without the donors’ help, 
I wouldn’t have been given 
the support to further my 
education.”

Prose, the winner of the 
Deb Stocker Illinois 4-H 
Youth Leadership Team 
Scholarship, was also cel-
ebrated at the event. This 
award honors an excep-
tional member of the 4-H 
Youth Leadership Team. 
The scholarship program is 

supported through private 
donors and the Illinois 4-H 
Foundation.

“The Illinois 4-H Foun-
dation works hand-in-hand 
with the statewide pro-
gram, and our sole mission 
is to be able to provide 
private funding so that 
4-H can do more,” Webb 
said. “We know that 4-H 
programming is leading 
the way nationally in a 
variety of ways, and we are 
so grateful for our donors’ 
support.”
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OREGON — On May 
12 at approximately 9:47 
p.m. deputies conducted 
a traffic stop in the 200 
block of West Hitt Street 
in Mt. Morris. After in-
vestigation, Emily A. 
Feiden, 27, of Mt. Morris, 
was placed under arrest 
for driving while license 
revoked. Feiden was also 
cited for operating an 
uninsured motor vehicle, 
operating a vehicle with 
expired registration and 
inoperable registration 
light. A male passenger, 
Joseph H. Kielsmeier Jr., 
37, of Leaf River, was 
also taken into custody 
for an outstanding warrant 
out of Ogle County. Both 
Feiden and Kielsmeier 
were transported to the 
Ogle County Jail and held 
in lieu of bond.

On May 12 at approxi-
mately 8:32 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop 
on Interstate 39 at mile 
marker 109. After inves-
tigation, deputies placed 

Kassie Deville, 27, of 
Ruston, Louisiana under 
arrest for driving while li-
cense suspended. Deville 
was additionally issued 
a citation for improper 
lane usage. Deville was 
released on an I-Bond 
at the scene and given a 
future court date. 

On May 13 at approxi-
mately 7:38 p.m. deputies 
conducted a traffic stop at 
the intersection of Illinois 
Route 72 and Fork Creek 
Road. After investigation, 
deputies placed Severiana 
Huertero, 57, of Shannon 
under arrest for driving 
while license suspend-
ed. Huertero was released 
on an I-Bond at the scene 
and given a future court 
date.

On May 13 at approx-
imately 4 p.m. deputies 
responded to a residence 
in the 500 block of Au-
tumnwolf Drive in Davis 
Junction for the report of 
a theft in progress. After 
conducting an investiga-

tion, Nickole Butler, 39, 
of Forreston, was placed 
under arrest for theft under 
$500 and driving while 
license suspended. But-
ler was issued a $2,500 
I-bond and transported to 
KSB Hospital in Dixon for 
medical treatment. Butler 
was issued a future court 
date.

On May 13 at 8:47 p.m. 
deputies conducted a traf-
fic stop at Illinois Route 72 
and North Mill Road for 
a traffic violation. After 
an investigation, Kevin 
W. Tober, 37, of Clinton, 
Wisconsin was arrested 
for driving under the in-
fluence of alcohol. Tober 
was also issued citations 
for improper lane usage 
and open container of 
alcohol/driver. Tober was 
transported to the Ogle 
County Jail and held in 
lieu of bond.

All individuals are 
considered innocent until 
proven guilty.

Rochelle Fire and Rochelle Police respond to two-vehicle accident on North Seventh Street
On Monday afternoon, Rochelle Fire and Rochelle Police responded to a two-vehicle accident near the intersection of North 7th Street and 10th Avenue. One occupant 

had to be extricated from their vehicle and was transferred to Rochelle Community Hospital with unspecified injuries. 

(COURTESY PHOTOS)

Ogle County Sheriff’s Department

Deputies respond to Davis 
Junction residence for theft

BY VICKI SNYDER-CHURA
SPECIAL TO THE NEWS-LEADER

ROCHELLE — Ro-
chelle Township High 
School Theater Direc-
tor Amy Creuziger took 
the podium at the May 
5 theater department’s 
season-end awards din-
ner, recapped the year’s 
highlights and then said, 
“I am pleased to be here 
to present the Nickason 
Summer Theater Schol-
arship to three deserving 
students.”

“Late in the fall of 
2022, RTHS received a 
lovely letter and a gen-
erous check from Donna 

RTHS theatre’s season-end awards dinner 
highlighted by Nickason Theater Scholarships

The 2023 Donna (Murphy) Nickason Theater Scholarship winners: Vi Hull, Karma 
Lidren and Mikayla Preston. 

(COURTESY PHOTO)

Nickason (Donna Mur-
phy, RTHS Class of 1974). 
Donna was so moved by 
a summer theater experi-
ence she had during her 
high school years that 
she wanted to pass it on,” 
Creuziger said

Nickason believes, 
“The experience and ex-
posure of speaking and 
acting promotes team 
building, self-confidence 
and assists in any career 
a student might choose. 
I encourage the Rochelle 
School Board to see great 
value in these skill sets.”

Nickason said she 
wanted to, “Give honor to 
Clinton Clarke, our teach-
er, our motivator (who 
was) a great person as 
well as to other significant 
RTHS Theater students of 
the day including David 
Ledler, Ron Shields, Joan 
Allen, Don Gruben, Mel-
anie Kubale, Deb Thiele, 
Alice McCaslin and many, 
many other drama stu-
dents that set the bar for 
team building in the 70s.”

Creuziger then pre-
sented three students with 
2023 Nickason Scholar-
ships. They will attend 
theatre camp for five days 
and five nights this sum-
mer.  These students were 
asked to share in writing 
what theater means to 
them and why they want 
summer training. 

First, junior Violette 
Hull explained that the-
ater is a “safe place to try 
things, and not be afraid.” 

Some of Vi’s theater 
contributions include: 
being the house manager 
for the spring play, Lost in 
Yonkers. Vi directed and 
performed in the Winter 
One Acts, Milo in The 
Phantom Tollbooth, Ma-
sha, in Vanya & Sonia & 
Masha & Spike and the 
Prince in Romeo & Juliet.

Next, Junior Karma 
Lidren: “Theater has 
helped me to express 
myself in ways I never 
imagined.” 

Karma most recently 
was Aunt Gert in Lost in 
Yonkers, as well as the 
student director, costume 
stitcher and scenic painter. 
Karma was a Winter One 

Act director and perform-
er, The Mathemagician 
in The Phantom Toll-
booth and when someone 
couldn’t go on, Karma 
stepped in to play the role 
of The Senses Taker. In 
Romeo & Juliet, Karma 
played Juliet.

And finally, senior Mi-
kayla Preston: “Theater, 
to me, is a way to under-
stand the world around 
us, and in a unique way 
to connect with ourselves 
and those around us by 
understanding the people 
we portray.”

This year, Mikayla 
served as acting guru, 
being available to answer 
questions and share acting 
suggestions with others. 

She played Bella in 
Lost in Yonkers 2023, 
and was a Winter One 
Act performer, writer and 
director this year. She 
played The Humbug in 
The Phantom Tollbooth, 
Sonia in Vanya & Sonia & 
Masha & Spike, Romeo in 
Romeo & Juliet, multiple 
roles in the spring play 
2021, which was a movie 
RTHS-TV including the 
role of Pearl who we see 
from youth to middle age 
to old age, and a typical 
morning show host. 

M i k a y l a  p l a y e d 
Ebenezer Scrooge in A 
Christmas Carol The 
Radio Play, as a fresh-
man was cast as Bella 
in Lost in Yonkers 2020 
(COVID-19 prevented 
that show from ever going 
up) and fall her freshman 
year played a few char-
acters in the in-the-round 
production of The Park 
Bench Plays including 
the role of Doreen in Alan 
Ayckbourne’s A Talk in 
the Park. 

Nickason has acted 
throughout her post high 
school life.  She has had 
roles in TV shows like 
Dallas and films like: 
Halt and Catch Fire, The 
Ritual, Inspector Mom, 
Friday Night Lights and 
The Safety of Others.  
Donna reminds all Ro-
chelle Hubs: “You are 
highly valued, important 
and the world is waiting 
for you!”
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815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct. 

Rochelle IL
We Accept Most 
Insurances and
Patients Without 

Insurance

Mon: 7:30 - 6pm, Wed: 7:30 - 6pm, Thurs: 8 - 1pm, Fri: 7:30 - 4pm
Some Saturday appointments available

11
04

20
20

We are now offering
LIPO MINO MIX injections

Introductory price $25 
Call for an Appointment! 
This lipotropic combination of B12 and 

methionine, an essential amino acid and 
other B vitamins can promote: 

Increase Fat metabolism 
Boost  Energy Level

Reduce appetite 

Fill out the form below and drop off or  mail to:
Rochelle News-Leader, (Gone, But Not Forgotten), 211 Hwy. 38 East, Rochelle, IL 61068

In Honor of Memorial Day
The Rochelle News-Leader will publish memorials of those 
who  are gone but not forgotten. This is a wonderful way to 
remember those dear to us, and share memories.

Tributes include your choice of verse from the right, and an 
optional photo if submitted.

To remember your loved one in this special way,
send this form, a photo and $15.00 per listing.

If you wish, select one of the following verses 
below to accompany your tribute.

1. We hold you in our thoughts and memories forever.
2. May God cradle you in His arms, now and forever.
3  Forever missed, never forgotten. May God hold you

in the palm of His hand.
4. Thank you for the wonderful days we shared together.

My prayers will be with you until we meet again.
5. The days we shared were sweet. I long to see you

again in Godʼs heavenly glory.
6. Your courage and bravery still inspire us all, and the

memory of your smile fills us with joy and laughter.
7. Though out of sight, youʼll forever be in my heart and

mind.
8. The days may come and go, but the times we shared

will always remain.
9. May the light of peace shine on your face for eternity.
10. May Godʼs angels guide you and protect you

throughout time.
11. You were a light in our life that burns forever in our

hearts.
12. May Godʼs graces shine over you for all time.
13. You are in our thoughts and prayers from morning to

night and from year to year.
14. We send this message with a loving kiss for eternal

rest and happiness.
15. May the Lord bless you with His graces and warm,

loving heart.

Name Of Deceased: Verse Number: 

Relationship To Me:  Birth Date:___/___/___  Passing Date:___/___/___ 

Additional Information

Your Name 

Address  Phone Number

City  State: _____ Zip: 

David C. Andrews
July 10, 1961 – May 5, 1980

Your courage and
bravery still inspire us all, 
and the memory of your 

smile fills us with joy
and laughter.

Love, Mom & Dad

Remember your loved one with
a special tribute this Memorial Day.

Deadline is Tue., May 23rd at 4 p.m.

Deadline is Tue., May 23 at 4 p.m.

Please Publish My Tribute In The Special Memorial Day Section On May 28, 2023

05032023

Belvidere Collectible Coins

880 Belvidere Road • Belvidere, IL

www.goldsilverjewelrycoin.com

We Pay Highest Prices For Gold, Silver, Platinum, 
Jewelry, Coins, Flatware, Dental & Bullion

10% More For Jewelry
With This Ad!

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9:30am-5:00pm • Sat. 10:30am-2pm

~ Call For Directions ~  (815) 547-7111

New 
Location 

Beginning 
June 1, 2023

520 E. 
Lincoln 
Hwy., 

DeKalb

Suzanne Schmidt
owner

OPEN Wednesday-Friday 10am-5pm 
Saturday 10am-4pm

“Winter hours after January 1st of 10am to 4pm everyday until March 1st”

1112 S Galena Ave
Dixon, IL

(815) 718-3659

antiques

Follow Us On Call:  
Andrew Heiserman 815-561-2123   

Christel Ackland 815-561-2153 • Chris Grimm 815-561-2125

Be included in the Antiques & 
Collectibles spotlight!

From page 1

Glass
The board unanimous-

ly approved a bid of 
$65,900 from CoolVu 
of Northern Illinois to 
retrofit glass in the build-
ing with a safety film. 
The CoolVu bid was the 
lowest of three.

Bus
The board unanimous-

ly approved the extension 
of the lease on a current 
Hub bus with low mile-
age for three more years 
at a cost of $8,970 per 

year.

Employment
The high school board 

of education unanimous-
ly approved personnel 
changes including the 
resignation of Alison 
Vrana as head girls track 
coach, the retirements 
of Snyder-Chura and 
Kristin Flanagan (end 
of 2026-2027 school 
year), the employment of 
Trevor Stoos (substitute 
teacher, summer school) 
and Jonathon Gehm 
(social studies teacher, 
2023-2024 school year).

End of year
Lewis presented his 

principal’s report por-
tion of the meeting and 
detailed end-of-year op-
erations. 

Graduation will be 
held at 10 a.m. on May 
27 outside on the football 
field weather permitting. 
Summer school will be-
gin at RTHS on May 31. 

Notices
During the notices and 

communications portion 
of the meeting, Harper 
said the board of edu-
cation will meet at 5:30 

p.m. on Tuesday, June 20 
for its regular meeting 
next month instead of 
June 19 due to it being a 
state holiday.

A vacancy on the  
high school board of 
education has become 
available following the 
resignation of Board 
Member Jacky Aguil-
era. Board member re-
quirements and applica-
tions are available at the 
Shared District Business 
Office or online at www.
rthsd212.org under Our 
District, Board of Edu-
cation, Board Vacancy.

RTHS: Board approves employment changes

ROCHELLE — On 
May 9 at 3 p.m. Dennis 
J. Stroh, 39, of Steward 
was cited for operating an 
uninsured motor vehicle. 
He signed a promise to 
comply and was given a 
June 2 Rochelle court date.

On May 14 at 4:16 a.m. 
Devon Woodyatt, 26, of 
Rochelle was arrested 
for domestic battery and 
transferred.

On May 14 at 10:40 
a.m. Christina Pelayo, 45, 
of Rochelle was arrested 
for criminal trespass. He 

was released on an I-Bond 
with a June 16 Rochelle 
court date.

On May 15 at 7:02 p.m. 
Susan K. Cervac, 63, of 
Rochelle was arrested 
for driving while license 
revoked and cited for no 
insurance and operating 
a motor vehicle with sus-
pended registration. She 
was released on an I-Bond 
with a June 16 Rochelle 
court date.

All individuals are 
considered innocent until 
proven guilty.

Rochelle Police Department

Officers issue arrests

On May 4, the Ogle County Sheriff’s Office took part 
in the Illinois Police Memorial Service in Springfield, 

where families and agencies who lost an officer in 
the line of duty in the past year were honored. Also 

added to the memorial was Ogle County Sheriff’s 
Deputy John Donaldson Sr., killed in the line of 

duty on Sept. 21, 1956.

Sheriff’s Office participates in 
Illinois Police Memorial Service
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Guest column

John T.
Shaw

The Rochelle News-Leader encourages 
responsible letters to the editor on 

subjects of interest to our readers. Editing 
may be necessary for space, clarity or to 

avoid obscenity or libel, but ideas will 
not be altered. All letters must bear the 
handwritten signature of the writer and 
include address and phone number or 

e-mail address for verification purposes. 
Neither the street address nor phone 

number will be printed. Letters should 

be typed or legibly handwritten, and no 
anonymous letters will be published. Any 
letters from boards or organizations must 
include at least one name of an individual. 
Any criticism of public officials should be 

limited to issues related strictly to their 
position or actions made in office, as 

personal attacks will not be published. 
Letters involving private disputes between 

the writer and a business will not be 
published. Political endorsements will be 

published, however letters from candidates 
endorsing themselves will not be printed. 

Letters may be dropped at the News-Leader 
office (211 IL Route 38 East), mailed to the 

News-Leader (P.O. Box 46, Rochelle, IL 61068) 
or e-mailed (news@rochellenews-leader.

com.) The News-Leader reserves the right to 
edit or reject any letter to the editor for any 
reason, and letters chosen for publication 
do not necessarily reflect the views of this 

newspaper.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR POLICY

IL Sen. Win Stoller
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-1942

U.S. Con. Darin
LaHood
1424 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C. 
20515
(202) 225-6201

* Denotes Chairman/President

IL Rep. Bradley Fritts
Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
(217) 782-0535

How to contact 
government 
officials

KEEPING YOU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL LEADERS

Have a letter you want 
to submit to us? Send 
it to (news@rochelle-
news-leader.com

Rochelle City Council
 *John Bearrows  jbearrows@rochelleil.us
Kathryn Shaw-Dickey kshaw-dickey@rochelleil.us
Bil Hayes  bhayes@rochelleil.us
Rosaelia Arteaga  rarteaga@rochelleil.us
Dan McDermott                       dmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Tom McDermott                   tmcdermott@rochelleil.us
Benjamin Valdivieso 

Rochelle Elementary School Board
*Trisha Vaughn                                      jrvtlv02@msn.com
Dave Casey  dcillini94@gmail.com
Steve Builta  sbuilta@gmail.com
Ashley Jackson                      ajackson@d231.rochelle.net
Stephanie White                        swhite@d231.rochelle.net
Javier Zepeda  jzepeda@rthsd212.org
Jennifer Thompson

Rochelle Township High School Board
*Tom Huddleston tom.huddleston@rthsd212.org
Bill Ravnaas    bill.ravnaas@rthsd212.org
Jeff Tilton  jeff.tilton@rthsd212.org
Bobby Chadwick bobby.chadwick@rthsd212.org
Brent Ohlinger       bohlinger@rthsd212.org

Flagg-Rochelle Park Board
Brent Carmichael bcarmichael@rochelleparkdistrict.org
John Dobbs jdobbs@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Dale Wells dwells@rochelleparkdistrict.org
*Tim Hayden thayden@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Jodie Hart jhart@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Joe Lenkaitis jlenkaitis@rochelleparkdistrict.org
Kristi Gonzales

Ogle County Board Dist. 3
Austin Gillis  agillis@oglecounty.org
Dan Miller  dmiller@oglecounty.org
Joseph Simms  jsimms@oglecounty.org

Ogle County Board Dist. 4
Jackie Ramsey jramsey@oglecounty.org
Skip Kenney  skenney@oglecounty.org
David Williams  dwilliams@oglecounty.org

Creston Village Board
*Tom Byro  tommyb_47@yahoo.com
Greg Hopkins  ghopkins522@comcast.net
Steve Katzman  skatzman@essex1.com
Mike Kerns  ac.kerns@comcast.net
Curt Ward  caward92@comcast.net
Reid Elliot
Mark Hibshman
Jennifer Payton

Hillcrest Village Board
*Richard Rhoads  rrhoads@hillcrestil.us
Pam Pittman  ppittman@hillcrestil.us
Dan Potter dpotter@hillcrestil.us
Tim Ball  tball@hillcrestil.us
Jose Huerta  jhuerta@hillcrestil.us

Flagg Township
Sue Messer  flaggtwp@rochelle.net
Joanna Patrick  flaggtwpclerk@rochelle.net
Susan Rothenberger assessor@rochelle.net
Scott Seebach  scottseebach@gmail.com

Board of Trustees
Lance Noggle  noggle62@gmail.com
Eric Gruben  egruben@comcast.net
Susan Hager  susanhager303@comcast.net
Jim Kenney  jimk@rocketsupply.com

Flagg-Rochelle Library
*Jaqueline Dickow dickow@comcast.net
Teresa Haggestad haggestads@comcast.net
Michael Scanlan scanlan@comcast.net
Lanning Nicoloff nicoloff118@comcast.net
Sheri Klindera alwayslefty2@gmail.com
Susan Sevedge  nit1prl22@yahoo.com
Darci Waltrip          doobs12@comcast.net

ARE we free?  At 
least as much 
as we have de-

sired to be free?  Let’s 
look at the Preamble to 
the Constitution of The 
United States.

“We the People of the 
United States, in Order 
to form a more perfect 
Union, establish Justice, 
insure domestic Tranquil-
ity, provide for the com-
mon defense, promote 
the general Welfare, and 
secure the Blessings of 
Liberty to ourselves and 
our Posterity, do ordain 
and establish this Con-
stitution for the United 
States of America.”

As much as we might 
hope that our Constitution 
pertains to individuals, 
we can see in the pream-
ble that it pertains to a 
perfect union. Union, in 
Merriam-Webster’s dic-
tionary, has a definition 
of “an act or instance of 
uniting or joining two or 
more things into one.”  So, 
we, as American citizens, 
are united together in this 
country, to establish Jus-
tice, ensure Tranquility, 
provide defense, promote 
general Welfare, and se-
cure blessings of Liberty.

Our Constitution is not 
for me, nor is it for you. 

It is for all of us. In this 
country we are free to do 
anything we want if we 
don’t infringe on others. 
We should be concerned 
about the general welfare 
of the people not our indi-
vidual welfare. We must 
provide defenses for all. 
Not for a small group of 
people we are beholding 
to. Justice for all, not just 
for us.

So, do we really have 
freedom? Women, and I 
do mean all women as a 
united body, did have the 
freedom to choose what 
was best for their health 
and welfare. That was 
until last June when Roe 
V. Wade was overturned.  
But they have not lost only 
their ability to have an 
abortion, they are losing 
their rights, one by one, 
state by state, to be able to 
keep their bodies healthy 
and safe.

In this case, have we 
promoted the general 
welfare of every indi-
vidual? If it hadn’t been 
overturned, who would 
be suffering? Having the 
right to do something is 
not the same as an action 
that must be done. The 
right to choose should 
never be taken away. A 
woman’s welfare is now 

being challenged. And, 
today, why can’t the 
public vote on this rather 
than the courts rule on it? 
Freedom taken away.

There is no one I know 
in the country that doesn’t 
feel that our Union of indi-
viduals has a right to own 
firearms. Although it’s 
very ambiguous, it says so 
right in the Constitution. 
So why is our government 
trying to take them away? 
The simple answer to 
this is that they 
are not. There is 
no one I know 
of that has said 
let’s remove all 
firearms from our 
citizens. In 1994, 
the federal gov-
ernment placed a 
restriction on as-
sault-type rifles. 
This ban lasted 10 
years and reduced deaths 
by about 25 percent. Were 
we worried about our guns 
then?

How does this pertain 
to any loss of freedom? 
Well, do we feel safe go-
ing to the grocery store, 
the mall, to school? Do 
our children get to grow 
up with knowledge and 
life lessons without being 
walked through shooter 
drills? Are you worried 

about going to place you 
used to frequent without 
worrying about the shoot-
ing that just took place 
at that location? Do you 
watch parades or concerts 
without looking around 
each corner or at the top 
of each tall building? 
Are you getting tired or 
stressed thinking about 
these things? Freedom 
taken away.

Some will tell you that 
70 percent of deaths are 

caused by using 
handguns. This, I 
believe, is correct. 
Though we usual-
ly hear where at 
least two or more 
guns are involved 
with two, maybe 

more, deaths and 
injuries inflicted. 
With assault rifles, 
though the perpe-

trator may have more than 
one gun on them, usually 
one gun is used and 10 or 
many more are dead or 
injured. And, of course, 
more is happening each 
month.

In the Constitution, 
every citizen of a certain 
age has the right to vote. 
But what does that mean? 
When polling locations 
are closed for whatever 
reason, does this restrict 

our rights?  When poll-
ing locations are closed 
on campuses, does this 
restrict our rights? When 
polling locations, that are 
heavily used due to other 
locations being closed, 
are banned from provid-
ing water or snacks to 
voters waiting up to eight 
hours, does this restrict 
our rights?

Could a national, state 
or local holiday help? 
How about when it is hard 
to man additional polling 
places because poll work-
ers are hard to come by? 
Would teaching civic duty 
in the classroom help? A 
bill containing laws to 
help voters was brought 
before Congress and was 
voted on. It did not pass. 
Freedom taken away.

When it comes to gen-
eral welfare, we feel we 
have many freedoms. We 
have the right to health-
care, if we can afford it. 
Otherwise, we have the 
freedom to be sick. We 
have the freedom to go to 
public school. But if the 
politicians push private 
schools and get vouch-
ers from the government 
to attend them, will we 
have enough money left 
over for public schools 
and what would they look 

like? But the freedom’s 
there, for now.

We have the freedom to 
lie even when those lies 
cause hatred, additional 
lies, false claims and 
much more. Does this 
freedom improve the gen-
eral welfare? Of course, 
we have the freedom to 
sue if these lies interfere 
with our livelihood or 
day-to-day activities. But 
again, we need to have 
money to do this. So, 
has the general welfare 
improved?

We have the freedom to 
read anything we want to. 
But when we are young, 
only that which has been 
approved not by our 
parents which would be 
normal, but by our school 
boards which is not. We 
have the freedom to watch 
drag shows, or any other 
unusual show we want. 
Again, when young, only 
when the local officials 
feel it appropriate. Our 
parents, well they can’t 
do anything about that.

So, we must raise every 
child conceived. But if 
you think you will be able 
to raise them without hun-
ger, with schooling, with 
the ability to be healthy, 
and otherwise as you see 
fit, well…

“A statesman,” said 
the great Prussian 
diplomat Otto von 

Bismark, “is a politician 
who thinks of his grand-
children.”

Three years ago, former 
Illinois Governor Jim Ed-
gar and I decided to create 
the Paul Simon-Jim Edgar 
Statesmanship Award to 
shine a spotlight on re-
markable leadership that 
is taking place in our state 
and our communities. 

We were looking for 
Illinois political leaders 
who are thinking about 
their grandchildren – and 
acting to create a better 
future for them.

The annual Simon-Ed-
gar Statesmanship Award 
is presented to an elected 
state or local govern-
ment official in Illinois 
who has demonstrated a 
pattern of public service 

characterized by vision, 
courage, compassion, ef-
fectiveness, civility and 
bipartisanship.

I believe that Governor 
Edgar and Senator Paul Si-
mon, the founder of the In-
stitute that I’m privileged 
to lead, represent the best 
of Illinois statesmanship. 
Governor Edgar, a loyal 
Republican, and Senator 
Simon, a steadfast Demo-
crat, were always willing 
to work with members of 
the other party and inde-
pendents to get things done 
for Illinois.

Governor Edgar and I 
are eager to receive and 
review nominations about 
inspiring leaders in Illinois 
— mayors who are crafting 
creative plans for their 
cities and making hard 
decisions to realize their 
aspirations; city council 
members who are commit-

ted to long-term strategies 
for their communities; 
and state legislators and 
constitutional officers 
who are willing to break 
from party orthodoxy to 
advance solutions that 
improve the lives of fellow 
Illinoisans.

For our inau-
gural award, we 
selected 11 Re-
publican mem-
bers of the Illinois 
General Assembly 
who supported a 
critical budget 
package in July 
2017, breaking 
from their party 
in the interest of fiscal 
solvency for Illinois. That 
budget ended a two-year 
fiscal stalemate that tar-
nished Illinois’ reputation, 
damaged schools, battered 
the state’s credit rating, 
and led to about $15 billion 

in unpaid bills. The 2017 
budget paved the way for 
subsequent fiscal progress 
in the state as reflected in 
upgrades to Illinois’ credit 
by rating agencies.

Last year we selected 
former House Majority 
Leader Barbara Flynn Cur-

rie as the recipient 
of the Simon-Ed-
gar Award. We 
cited her four de-
cades of forceful, 
creative, conse-
quential, and civil 
leadership in the 

Illinois General 
Assembly. Repre-
sentative Currie, a 

Democrat, served in the 
Illinois General Assembly 
from 1979 to 2019 and 
was the House Majority 
Leader from 1997 to 2019. 
She helped create Illinois’ 
Earned Income Tax Credit, 
championed clear air and 

water legislation, pushed 
for the first Freedom of 
Information Act, advocat-
ed for same sex marriage, 
drafted critical school 
funding and juvenile jus-
tice reforms, and fought 
to end the death penalty 
in Illinois.

The nomination process 
for this year’s Simon-Ed-
gar Award opened on April 
1 and we are accepting 
nominations until June 1. 
To nominate a candidate or 
candidates, please write a 
brief letter describing how 
the person has displayed 
the qualities of statesman-
ship outlined above. 

Please send an email 
to PaulSimonInstitute@
siu.edu or send your let-
ter to Paul Simon Public 
Policy Institute, Southern 
Illinois University, Mail 
Code 4429, 1231 Lincoln 
Drive, Carbondale, IL, 

62901-4304.
Governor Edgar and 

I are confident that the 
nominations we receive 
this year will identify 
exceptional leaders who 
are improving Illinois and 
giving us confidence about 
the future. The recipient 
of the 2023 Simon-Edgar 
Award will be announced 
in early August.

John Shaw is the di-
rector of the Paul Simon 
Public Policy Institute at 
Southern Illinois Univer-
sity Carbondale. Shaw’s 
monthly column explores 
how Illinois can work 
toward better politics 
and smarter government. 
Editor’s Note: This op-ed 
was distributed by Capitol 
News Illinois on behalf of 
the Paul Simon Public Pol-
icy Institute. The opinions 
expressed in this article 
are the author’s own.

Inviting Illinoisans to identify statesmanship in Prairie State

Harris: Consider this — Are we free?

Reed
Harris
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COMMUNITY

Coffee Break
Call 815-561-2151 to submit names for birthdays and anniversaries

Birthdays & Anniversaries
May 17
Krynn Hayward
 
May 18
Arianna Thompson
 
May 20
Darrell & Beth Bolhous 
(anniversary)

 

May 21
Heather Flores
Heidi Bonilla
Brad & Kelly Arnold 
(anniversary)

 May 22
John Gonzales
 
May 24
Katie Sherburne
Dave & Mary Helfrich 
(anniversary)

 May 25
John & Kristi Gonzales 
(anniversary)
Dorothy Lockard
 
May 27
Leland Hazlip
 
May 29
Tristan Perkins
Kathy Marchesi

Apr. 21 - Gabi Jabis, Panama City, FL, $25

Apr. 22 - Zekelman Employee, $25
 
Apr. 23 - Araceli Flores, Rochelle, $50

Apr. 24 - HOPE of Ogle County, $25

Apr. 25 - Rochelle Area Community Foundation, $25

Apr. 26 - Comfort Inn & Suites, Rochelle, $25

Apr. 27 - Sallie Lord, Fishers, Indiana, $25

Apr. 28 - Deanna Hill, Rochelle, $25

Apr. 29 - Chris Sawlsville, Rochelle, $25

Apr. 30 - Sherri Salsbury, Oregon, $50

May 1 - Chuck Kessen, Rochelle, $25

May 2 - Alex Dyer, Rochelle, $25

May 3 - Zekelman Employee, $25

May 4 - Donna Durham, Rochelle, $25

May 5 - Ronny Alvarez, DeKalb, $25

May 6 - John Zhe, Rochelle, $25

May 7 - RACF, $50

May 8 - Shelly Crownheart, Sterling, $25

May 9 - City of Rochelle, $25

May 10 - The Kitchen Table, $25

May 11 - John Dreska, Lindenwood, $25

May 12 - Charlie Boonstra, Dixon, $25

May 13 - RACF, $25

May 14 - Alexis Wooden, Paw Paw, $500

May 15 - HOPE of Ogle County, $25

May 16 - Brittani Lambrecht, South Beloit, $25

May 17 - Tammy Burke, Oregon, $25

On Monday, Anytime Fitness of Rochelle hosted its Member Appreciation Day. The day included free classes 
for members and nonmembers, games, raffles, snacks and coffee. 

Anytime Fitness hosts Member Appreciation Day on Monday

CRESTON — Wood-
lawn Cemetery, north 
of Creston, will hold its 
Memorial Day services on 
Monday, May 29, begin-
ning at 10:30 a.m.

This year’s speaker will 
be Laurie Carlin Perry, 
who is a US Army vet-

eran and first-generation 
member of the National 
Society DAR. She also 
serves as Illinois state 
chairman of the National 
Defense Committee, as 
well as other volunteer 
organizations.

A program is planned 

with prayer, music, roll 
call, readings and the 
Pledge of Allegiance 
(inviting our area youth)  
to participate. Many vet-
erans will participate as 
well. We are especially 
inviting Vietnam veter-
ans to attend for special 

recognition.
Please bring your lawn 

chairs and sit close.
In case of inclement 

weather the service will be 
held at St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, East South Street, 
Creston. Questions call: 
Dorothy 815-385-5325.

Woodlawn Cemetery Memorial Day services set
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ASHTON NEWS

Ashton-Franklin Center students receive IPA and Rochelle DAR Good Citizen awards
The Ashton-Franklin Center School District recently congratulated its Illinois Principal’s Association Student Leadership Award winners. Students were honored with 
the award for their outstanding display of character, leadership and achievement. Winners (pictured at left) include senior Carson Rueff, senior Sara Ramadani, sixth 

grader Clayton Kennay and sixth grader Elsie Viall. At right, The Rochelle Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution recognized the DAR Good Citizen for 
Ashton-Franklin Center high school at its awards ceremony on May 10. Braiden Runkle was chosen as AFC High School’s Good Citizen and is shown with DAR Good 
Citizen chairman Lydia Roberts (left) and chapter member Therese Dickey (right). The DAR has been recognizing outstanding students with this award since 1938.  

ASHTON — The Ash-
ton-Franklin Center var-
sity baseball team fell 
10-5 against Forreston on 
Thursday, May 4. Brock 
Lehman went 1-for-3 with 
two RBIs for the Raider 
offense, while Carson Rueff 
added one RBI and scored 
two runs. Griffin Bushman 
finished 3-for-4 and Jordan 
Harris struck out 13 batters 
over five innings on the 
pitcher’s mound, allowing 
only four hits.

The Ashton-Franklin 
Center varsity baseball 
team took down River 
Ridge-Scales Mound 6-1 
on Saturday, May 6. Aar-
on Lester went 2-for-4 
with two runs scored and 
Carson Rueff totaled two 
RBIs while scoring two 
runs. Griffin Bushman 
and Jordan Harris each 
went 2-for-4 with one RBI 
for the Raiders, who saw 
Rueff start on the mound 
and record four strikeouts 

in three innings.
The Ashton-Franklin 

Center varsity baseball 
team conceded a tough 2-1 
loss against Alden-Hebron 
on Tuesday, May 9. Carson 
Rueff went 1-for-3 with one 
RBI in the game, while Mi-
chael Cochrane started on 
the mound, striking out six 
batters over four innings. 
Jordan Harris entered in 
relief, throwing the final 
three frames and adding 
eight strikeouts in the loss.

AFC baseball team defeats 
River Ridge-Scales Mound

Polk named AFC Raider of the Week

IOWA CITY, Iowa — 
Luke Warner of Ashton is 
one of 23 students enrolled 
in the Henry B. Tippie 
College of Business at the 
University of Iowa who 
received annual awards 

presented by the depart-
ment of accounting.

Warner received the 
department of accounting 
Faculty Scholar Award 
which is presented annu-
ally to students who have 

demonstrated superior 
academic performance 
and contributions to the 
Department of Account-
ing while completing an 
undergraduate accounting 
major.

The Ashton-Franklin Center School District recently announced that Reese Polk 
was named the Raider of the Week for May 10 for softball. Reese batted .250, had 
two stolen bases and had 60 percent first pitch strikes. She is daughter of Angie 

and Josh McCaslin. The district thanked its sponsors: AFC Athletic Boosters, 
Huddle Cafe & Mimini’s Grocery Store, Ralphie & Lu Lu’s, Rev on 38, Rooney’s

 and tmg designs for helping the Raider of the Week continue.  

Warner honored by Tippie School of Business

Lee County Sheriff’s Office Chief Deputy Derek Ranken recently had the honor of 
attending Deputy Cheeseman and Deputy Kobbeman’s graduation from Macon 
County Law Enforcement Training Center correctional class CC23-17. Along with 
their graduation ceremony, each deputy received an award setting them apart 

from their classmates. Cheeseman was voted by her peers to be their class 
president. Kobbeman earned the classes “top shot” award, for his firearms skills. 

Both deputies will now return to work and complete their field training.

Lee deputies graduate from Macon 
County Law Enforcement Training Center

ASHTON — St. John’s 
Lutheran Church in Ash-
ton will host a Memorial 
Day service on May 29 
at 10 a.m. at the Mills & 
Petrie building in Ashton. 

The service will be led 
by Pastor Joan Scheffler, 

who has been the church’s 
pastor since January 2022. 
Prior to this call, she 
served as an intentional 
interim pastor through the 
Lutheran Congregations 
in Mission for Christ 
(LCMC), serving church-

es in northern Wisconsin 
and South Carolina. She 
and her husband, Jerry, 
live on a small acreage 
in rural Ashton and have 
an Australian Shepherd 
dog, Ella, and too many 
guineas.

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
Memorial Day service is May 29

F R A N K L I N 
GROVE – On May 11, 
the Illinois State Police Di-
vision of Criminal Investi-
gation arrested 34-year-old 
Christopher M. Florence 
of Franklin Grove on five 
counts of possession of 
child pornography (class 
two felony).

On May 11, DCI Zone 
2 Internet Crimes Against 
Children Task Force, with 

assistance of the Franklin 
Grove Police Department, 
conducted a consensual 
interview at a residence 
in the 100 block of North 
Sycamore Street, Franklin 
Grove, following an in-
vestigation involving child 
pornography. Evidence 
gathered at the scene led 
to the arrest of Florence. 
Florence was transported to 
the Lee County Jail where 

he was held awaiting a bond 
hearing. The investigation 
remains open and ongoing. 

All subjects are innocent 
until proven guilty.

Man arrested for possession of child porn

Bar/Restaurant
Ralphie and Lulu’s
812 Main St., Ashton

815-453-2103

Community Building
Mills and Petrie Memorial 

Building
Hourly, daily rentals for 

your event
815-973-8397

Funeral Home
Beverage Lyons Funeral 

Home
601 Richardson Ave., 
Ashton, 815-453-2441 
beveragefamilyfh.com 

Insurance
Bradford Victor-Adams 

Mutual Insurance 
Company

120 W. South St., Franklin 
Grove

815-456-2334

Public Library
Mills and Petrie Memorial 

Library
704 First Street
815-453-2213

BAR
GRILL&

1/2
OFF! BO!

GO!

120 W. South St., 
Franklin Grove
815-456-2334

Mills and Petrie 
Memorial Building
Call 815-973-8762 for building 

rental information
Basketball, volleyball and pickle ball courts
Great for birthday parties, bridal showers, 

family reunions etc.
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SPORTS WAUBONSEE BOUND 
 
Senior Morgan Smardo will play softball 
at Waubonsee Community College. 
 
See page 2 for more details
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RTHS Boys Tennis

Hubs win Interstate 8 title
RTHS netters earn first conference tournament crown since 1949 on Saturday

RTHS Baseball

Rochelle hosts Senior Day doubleheader with Dixon
Nine total seniors honored as Hubs halve nonconference games against Dukes

The Rochelle Hub varsity baseball team recognized its senior class before Saturday’s doubleheader against the Dixon Dukes. Above from 
left to right are Breydan Lowery, Aidan Rodriguez, Colton O’Rorke, Bradley Cooney, Garrett Gensler, Alex Burnette, Dylan Gapski, Noah 
Lara and manager Chloe Treadway.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

The Rochelle Hub varsity tennis team finished first in the Interstate 8 Conference Championship tournament 
on Saturday, earning the school’s first conference tournament title in boys tennis since 1949.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The 
Rochelle Hub varsity base-
ball team celebrated Senior 
Day with a nonconference 
doubleheader against the 
Dixon Dukes on Saturday 
afternoon. Rochelle split 
the two games, shutting out 
Dixon 10-0 in the opener 
before falling to the Dukes 
12-4 in the finale. 

Eight seniors includ-
ing Breydan Lowery, 
Aidan Rodriguez, Colton 
O’Rorke, Bradley Cooney, 
Garrett Gensler, Alex Bur-
nette, Dylan Gapski and 
Noah Lara as well as team 
manager Chloe Treadway 
were recognized in a pre-
game ceremony during the 
morning. The Hubs (10-17, 
4-10 Interstate 8) will host 
DeKalb on Wednesday at 
4:30 p.m. before teeing off 
the IHSA 3A Rochelle Re-
gional on Monday, May 22 
with a quarterfinal matchup 
against Sterling.

“We’ve had a really nice 
year as far as our effort and 
enthusiasm and our abil-
ity to bounce back when 
things haven’t gone our 
way,” head coach Jarrod 
Reynolds said. “The seniors 
have improved every week 
and they’ve been a really 
fun group to be around. 
They’ve worked really hard 
and they’ve helped us be a 

lot more competitive this 
year. We have a shot to win 
against DeKalb and I think 
we have a regional that’s 
winnable if we can play 
some good baseball.”

Game 1
The Hubs took a 3-0 

lead in the bottom of the 
first inning, scoring after 
Cooney’s two-run double 
to left-center and Gensler’s 
RBI single through the 
middle two batters later. 
Rodriguez drew a lead-off 
walk and scored on an error 
in the bottom of the second 

inning to extend his team’s 
advantage. Cooney belted a 
lead-off double and crossed 
home plate on a one-out RBI 
single from freshman Brode 
Metzger in the bottom of 
the third inning to make the 
score 5-0.

Rochelle avoided trou-
ble throughout the game, 
stranding six Dixon baser-
unners over the first three 
frames before escaping a 
bases-loaded situation in the 
top of the fourth inning. The 
Dukes also left two runners 
on during the top of the 
fifth inning and ended the 

game with 11 runners left 
on base. The Hubs held a 
9-0 lead after the bottom 
of the fourth inning, where 
Cooney’s third double of the 
game drove two runs home 
and Burnette followed with 
a two-run single.

Rodriguez reached on an 
error and scored on a wild 
pitch in the bottom of the 
fifth inning for the 10th and 
final run of the game. Junior 
Dylan Whaley started on the 
mound and tossed all five 
frames for the Hubs, striking 
out five batters and limiting 
the Dukes to two hits in the 

win. Cooney finished 3-for-
3 with four RBIs to lead 
the Rochelle offense in the 
opening game.

Game 2
Dixon held a 1-0 lead 

entering the bottom of the 
second inning, where the 
Hubs evened the score on 
an RBI single from junior 
Braden Behrens. The Dukes 
exploded for eight runs on 
seven singles, three walks 
and one hit batter in the top 
of the third inning, surging 
ahead 9-1 before tallying 
one run on a single and an 

error in the top of the fifth 
inning. Burnette’s two-
run double to right-center 
capped off a three-run rally 
from the Hubs in the bottom 
of the fifth inning.

Rochelle trailed 10-4 
entering the top of the sev-
enth inning, where Dixon 
sealed its win with two runs 
on three singles, one walk 
and one error. Behrens went 
2-for-3 with two singles for 
the Hubs, while sophomore 
Brandyn Metzger doubled 
and struck out four batters 
in five innings of relief on 
the mound. 

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

OTTAWA — Junior 
Jimmy Chavez was one 
of the final players on the 
court Saturday afternoon, 
when the Rochelle Hub 
varsity tennis team trav-
eled for the Interstate 8 
Conference tournament 
looking to achieve a feat 
that no team at Rochelle 
Township High School 
had done since 1949.

With four schools in 
the running for the tourna-
ment title, Chavez had an 
opportunity to clinch the 
trophy for the Hubs dur-
ing his third-place match 
against Sycamore’s Regan 
Ni at No. 2 singles. Hav-
ing split the first two sets 
with his opponent, Chavez 
needed a third-set victory 
to secure a top-3 finish 
in his bracket and more 
importantly, the tourna-
ment championship for 
his team.

“I knew that our seniors 
from last season would 
want this and I knew that 
our seniors this season 
wanted this,” Chavez 
said. “If we wanted to be 
history makers, we had to 
win this and that’s what 
motivated me to go out 
there and play my hardest. 
I wanted it more than the 
other player. I had so much 
energy going into the third 

set and I knew I had to take 
advantage of that.”

Playing with confi-
dence and determination, 
Chavez dominated the 
third set against Ni, ulti-
mately winning the match 
6-4, 5-7, 6-1 to take third 
in the No. 2 singles bracket 
and secure Rochelle’s first 
conference tournament 
title in 74 years. The Hubs 
finished with 23 points in 
the tournament to edge out 
runner-up finisher Ottawa, 
who scored 22 points in 
the meet after narrowly 
defeating Rochelle to 
take home the conference 
tournament at RTHS last 
season.

“When I came back and 
told my teammates, they 
lifted me up and threw me 
in the air,” Chavez said. 
“We’re all confident and 
we know that we can beat 
whoever’s standing across 
from us. We’re confident 
in our abilities and we’re 
confident in what we’ve 
learned this season.”

Seniors David Wanner 
and Owen Haas returned 
as the defending champi-
ons at No. 1 doubles and 
successfully repeated as 
champions this season. 
The duo started the day 
with a 7-5, 6-2 win over 
Sycamore’s Liam Kerbel 
and Jonathan Locascio 
before outlasting Ottawa’s 
Adam Gross and Noah 

Gross 7-5, 6-4 in the semi-
final round. Wanner and 
Haas secured the crown 
with a 6-3, 6-3 victory 
over Morris netters Con-
nor Ahearn and Mason 
Kitchell in the finals.

“It’s certainly exciting 
and it’s a relief because we 
had a chance to win the 
conference last season and 
that didn’t happen,” Wan-

ner said. “We came back 
with a chip on our shoulder 
and we got it done, which 
was really exciting. Owen 
and I came in playing 
our game and we weren’t 
nervous. We didn’t have 
any expectations, we were 
focused on just playing our 
game and seeing what hap-
pens. Owen and I feel very 
confident and we’ve built 

up a lot of momentum.”
Seniors John Green 

and Nolan Fonfara also 
brought home a confer-
ence title for the Hubs, 
winning the No. 2 doubles 
bracket with two consecu-
tive wins. The Rochelle 
combo knocked off La-
Salle-Peru’s Jon Milota 
and Michael Milota 6-3, 
6-2 before taking down 

Sycamore’s Alex Jenkin 
and Josh Plagakis 6-4, 
6-0 in the finals to score 
five more team points for 
the Hubs.

“It means a lot to us 
that we were able to come 
together and fight through 
some struggles early in the 
season,” Green said.

See TENNIS page 5

429-433 Lincoln Hwy. Rochelle, Illinois
815-562-8765 | hubcityfurniture.com

Tue-Fri 9am-4pm • Sat 9am-1pm • Sun & Mon Closed

HUB CITY FURNITUREHUB CITY FURNITURE

EVERYEVERY grad needs a  grad needs a 
restful night’s sleep!restful night’s sleep!

Shop for mattresses atShop for mattresses at

05
17

20
23

ADVERTISE YOUR 
BUSINESS HERE!
Great Rate - Great Spot!

Call Mike @ 815-561-2124 or email 
mfeltes@oglecountylife.com

01252021
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The businesses featured on this page are 

“Hubs Super Fans”
They proudly support our local athletes and students.

Please show your appreciation by  patronizing their businesses.

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”
I’m looking forward to serving your needs for insurance and 
financial services.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
CALL ME TODAY.

Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc 
Shane B Huber, Agent

221 E. IL Rt. 38 
Rochelle, IL 61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Hello,
neighbor!

1001013.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”Huber Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Shane B Huber, Agent

1211 Currency Ct
Rochelle, IL  61068
Bus: 815-562-7011

Diana Alanis, MDCaring for your 
family’s health from 

infant to adults.
For appointment, please call

815-227-9594
1212 Currency Ct, Rochelle, IL 61068

Most Insurance Accepted

Accepting 
New Patients

All loans subject to our normal credit requirements and policies.

815 561 4035!

Loans For All Your Needs
Auto  Home Improvement   Vacation

Jami Hackman & Kristen Stover

310 Eagle Drive, Rochelle

H
S
20

16

Jami Hackman • Tonia Holland

Se Habla
Español

BUY HERE – PAY HERE
You Work - You Drive

1400 N 7th St
Corner of Flagg Rd & Hwy 251 N

227 E. Rt 38 • Rochelle, IL

815-562-8706
www.rochellechiropractic.com
Now Accepting New Patients!

Berg-Johnson 
                Electric

“Proudly Serving the Rochelle Area Since 1945” 

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed and Insured

24 Hour Emergency Service

815-562-4937
500 Cleveland Avenue

Local People Providing Local Service

Phone: 815-562-4155 
Fax: 815-562-5861

Water • Waste Water
Electric • Communications

HS2016www.rmu.net

333 Lincoln Highway
Rochelle, IL

#4061/#83-3198

Rochelle Sales Office • Hwy. 251 N. • 877-613-3050

If you can dream it, we can build it.

HSF2016

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

HUB-REMSEN
PRINT GROUP

101 Maple Ave • Rochelle, IL 61068
815.562.7057 •  hub-remsen.com

GO HUBS!GO HUBS!

• Collision Repair • New/Preowned Vehicles
• 24 Hour Towing • Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

We are Ogle Countyʼs
only GM Dealer!

Come visit us!

We are 
Ogle 

County’s 
only 

GM Dealer!
• Collision Repair
• 24 Hour Towing

• New/Preowned Vehicles

• Rental Cars
• Maintenance On All Makes  

and Models
• Tires, Alignments, Brakes, Batteries

                  815-562-8787        www.jeffperrychevrolet.com

900 N. 2nd Street, Rochelle
815-562-2181

www.rochellehospital.com

H
S

F2
01

7

Tim & Roger Bruns, 
Owners

Established 1997

FREE 
ESTIMATES!

• Residential 
& Commercial 

Concrete
• Additions

815-561-0099
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

• Large menu of foods
• Rochelle’s famous chicken

by the dinner or bucket
• Hand dipped ice cream

(16 flavors)

H
S

F2
01

6

251 N. ROCHELLE • 562-6039

H
S
F2
02
2

SALES • PARTS • SERVICE

200 Steward Road

800.262.1680
www.johnsontractor.com

Dine In • Carry Out •  
• Home Delivery • Pizza • Pastas • 

• Sandwiches • Salads •  
• and Lots More!

209 Powers Road, Hwy 251 N
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8792

www.meyersfurniture.com

815.562.7300 
Delivery & Curbside Pick Up

1071 N 7th St, Rochelle, IL

Enjoy a 15% Discount 
when Ordering Online at 

VincesPizzainRochelle.com

SSINCE 1INCE 1967967

802 Main Street  • 815-453-2677

Homemade Cooking, Small Town Atmosphere 
Daily Specials

• Breakfast Served All Day
• Beer & Wine Served All Day

 • Free Wi-Fi
Dine-In & Carryout

Open Tues-Sat 7AM-8PM, Sun 7AM-2PM, Monday Closed Lic# 055-013999

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

Since 1976

621 First Ave., Rochelle 621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784(815) 562-8784

815-453-7500

Open Mon-Sat 9AM-9PM & Sun 9AM-5PM

• Groceries,
• Hand Cut Meats,
  Deli & Produce
• Liquor, Wine & Beer
• Cigarettes & More
• Bar with Video Gaming 
  & Slot Machines

Davis 
Family  
Health LLC

Kelly Ann Tonielli Davis
DNP, APRN, FNP-BC-CME

1212 Currency Court,  
Rochelle, IL • 815-561-8500

1201 Meriden Street, 
Mendota,IL • 815-538-1800

09
26

20
22

Always 
Welcoming 
New Patients

We Fix 
Boo Boos

Physicals, Weight Loss, Dermal Fillers, Botox Injections

10
12

20
22

Most insurances accepted

Davis 
Family  
Health LLC

Kelly Ann Tonielli Davis
DNP, APRN, FNP-BC-CME

1212 Currency Court,  
Rochelle, IL • 815-561-8500

1201 Meriden Street, 
Mendota,IL • 815-538-1800

0
9

2
6

2
0
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HUB SPOTLIGHT

Senior Morgan Smardo will continue her academics and her softball career with 
Waubonsee Community College next year. Smardo intends to study nursing.

(PHOTO BY RUSSELL HODGES)

Smardo to continue softball 
career with Waubonsee CC

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE senior Morgan Smar-
do will be reuniting with both her 
pitching coach and several of her 

teammates from the Kishwaukee Valley 
Storm travel softball club as she continues 
her academics and her softball career at 
Waubonsee Community College next year. 

A four-year member of the varsity team 
at Rochelle Township High School, Smardo 
has carried the load for the Lady Hubs 
this season, leading the team in several 
hitting and pitching statistics including 
batting average (.467), on-base percent-
age (.500), slugging percentage (.717), 
hits (28), singles (19), runs (19) and RBIs 
(15) as well as innings pitched (75.2) and 
strikeouts (111). The senior said she intends 
to study nursing in order to pursue a career 
in healthcare.

“About half of my travel team is going 
there so I know most of the girls there and 
I play really well with them,” Smardo said. 
“My pitching coach is also their pitching 
coach and she knows what I do best and 
where the right fit is for me. It’s a privilege 
to play the sport at a higher level and it’s 
what I love to do. Their coach said I will 
either be pitching or playing center field.”

While Smardo didn’t have a freshman 
season due to the COVID-19 pandemic, she 
broke out during her sophomore campaign 
in 2021, earning All-Conference First Team 
honors in the Interstate 8 after slashing 
.417/.485/.617 with 25 hits including 16 
singles, four doubles, 19 runs and 14 RBIs. 

Smardo also struck out 40 batters over 28 
innings as a sophomore, pitching behind 
former starter Bella Lodico, who now plays 
collegiately at Benedictine University.

“Playing at a higher level since my 
freshman year has helped me improve a 
lot and it’s allowed me to reach the next 
level,” Smardo said. “My hitting and pitch-
ing have improved a lot. I didn’t feel like 
I was the strongest pitcher at first, but I 
think I’m a lot better now and hitting-wise, 
I’ve moved up in the batting order and 
recorded a higher batting average. I know 
Waubonsee is losing a very strong pitcher 
and I’m looking to be a great pitcher and 
outfielder for them.”

Smardo was named an All-Conference 
Honorable Mention during her junior 
season, where she slashed .311/.391/.508 
with 19 hits and 19 RBIs while adding 98 
strikeouts over 68 innings from the pitcher’s 
circle. A two-sport athlete at RTHS, Smardo 
spent four years with the varsity cheerlead-
ing team, earning All-Conference honors 
four times as well as the RTHS Cheerleader 
of the Year Award twice and the RTHS 
Most Improved Cheerleader Award once. 
Smardo was also honored with the 2022-
23 Rochelle News-Leader Scholar-Athlete 
Award this year.

“I’m super excited that Morgan is con-
tinuing her career at Waubonsee,” Lady 
Hubs head coach Deanna Jacobs said. 
“Their head coach [Joe Spitzzeri] took over 
two years ago and the program is doing very 
well. Morgan is going to fit in with their 
program well and I can’t wait to see what 
she accomplishes at the collegiate level.”
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SPORTS

RMS Track & Field

Royals conclude season at NCJC Championships
Seventh-grader Hylton earns two individual event victories earlier this month

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

MAPLE PARK — The 
Rochelle Middle School 
track and field team closed 
out the season at the North 
Central Junior Conference 
Championships on May 
6. The seventh-grade girls 
finished eighth with 29 
points and the eighth-grade 
girls took seventh with 34 
points. The seventh-grade 
boys placed fifth with 61 
points and the eighth-grade 
boys finished seventh with 
43 points.

7th Grade
Carol Carpenter took 

second in the 1600-meter 
run with a time of 6:10.90 
and Karli Klavanga finished 
fifth in the discus throw with 
a mark of 58 feet 5 inches. 
Lily Wengelewski placed 
seventh in the 100-meter 
dash with a time of 14.81 
seconds and Emely Man-

dujano took eighth in the 
100-meter hurdles with 
a time of 20.73 seconds. 
Madison Ludwig finished 
11th in the shot put with a 
mark of 17 feet 9 inches and 
Jehan Jaradat placed 11th 
in the triple jump with a 
distance of 22 feet 4 inches. 

Rochelle’s 1600-me-
ter relay team (Kaliyah 
Cathina, Jehan Jaradat, 
Evelyn Garcia and Josselyn 
Ortega) finished fifth with a 
time of 5:20.03. Rochelle’s 
400-meter relay team (Car-
ol Carpenter, Lily Wenge-
lewski, Emely Mandujano 
and Evelyn Garcia) and 
800-meter relay team (Anna 
Hernandez, Zoe Norberto, 
Brissa Garcia and Kaliyah 
Cathina) each placed sixth 
with respective times of 
1:01.34 and 2:19.57.

7th Boys
Jay Hylton won the 

100-meter dash with a time 
of 12.09 seconds and the 

long jump with a distance 
of 17 feet 4 inches. Caiden 
Redlarczyk won the triple 
jump with a distance of 33 
feet 6 ½ inches and Frank 
Hernandez finished eighth 
in the discus with a mark of 
73 feet 9 inches. Jonathan 
Hernandez took ninth in 
the 400-meter dash with a 
time of 1:07.06 and Riley 
Smith placed eighth in the 
800-meter run with a time 
of 2:31.30. 

Rochelle’s 800-meter 
relay team (Sami Aljabari, 
Nolan Zick, Ethan Struges 
and Mason Lopez) took sec-
ond with a time of 1:55.34 
and Rochelle’s 400-meter 
relay team (Caiden Red-
larczyk, Jay Hylton, Ethan 
Struges and Riley Smith) 
finished third with a time 
of 53.49 seconds. Ro-
chelle’s 1600-meter relay 
team (Jonathan Hernan-
dez, Eliot Kessen, Nolan 
Zick and Kolton Cragin) 
placed eighth with a time 

of 5:14.14.

8th Girls
Jasmine Walsh finished 

fourth in the 100-meter 
hurdles with a time of 
19.79 seconds, fifth in the 
400-meter dash with a time 
of 1:13.50 and sixth in the 
long jump with a distance 
of 12 feet 2 inches. Sawyer 
Stockton took fourth in the 
shot put with a heave of 21 
feet 6 inches and fifth in the 
discus with a throw of 62 
feet 11 inches. Briel Metzger 
placed seventh in the high 
jump with a clearance of 
3 feet 10 inches, Vivian 
Worthington took seventh 
in the 1600-meter run with a 
time of 7:09.92 and Aiyana 
Mashaw finished sixth in the 
800-meter run with a time 
of 3:06.71. 

Ashley Christy placed 
eighth in the 100-meter 
dash with a time of 14.97 
seconds and ninth in the 
200-meter dash with a time 

of 32.11 seconds. Rochelle’s 
800-meter relay team (Emy 
Cacique, Ashley Christy, 
Elena Daugherty and Phe-
lisity Lopez) and 1600-me-
ter relay team (Paris Wash-
ington, Camryn Metzger, 
Briel Metzger and Jasmine 
Walsh) each took sev-
enth with respective times 
of 2:14.23 and 5:29.42. 
Rochelle’s 400-meter re-
lay team (Abby Losoya, 
Sophia Losoya, Aiyana 
Mashaw and Lian Ruiz) 
placed eighth with a time 
of 1:07.27.

8th Boys
Alejandro Pellicer took 

second in the shot put with a 
heave of 35 feet 3 inches and 
Victor Lombardia finished 
sixth in the discus throw 
with a mark of 104 feet 5 
inches. Aaron DeClerck 
placed seventh in the triple 
jump with a distance of 29 
feet 3 inches and Justin De-
Clerck took seventh in the 

high jump with a clearance 
of 4 feet 8 inches. Eliud 
Lombardia finished third 
in the long jump with a 
distance of 17 feet 5 inches 
and fourth in the 110-meter 
hurdles with a time of 19.77 
seconds. Aaron DeClerck 
took eighth in the 400-meter 
dash with a time of 1:01.84.

Angel Hernandez placed 
ninth in the 1600-meter 
run with a time of 5:53.91. 
Rochelle’s 400-meter relay 
team (German Albertson, 
Victor Lombardia, Alejan-
dro Pellicer and Eliud Lom-
bardia) finished third with 
a time of 51.87 seconds. 
Rochelle’s 1600-meter re-
lay team (Aaron DeClerck, 
Eliud Lombardia, Brandin 
Kirk and Angel Hernan-
dez) took sixth with a time 
of 4:21.27 and Rochelle’s 
800-meter relay team (Justin 
DeClerck, Joseph Beck-
man, Adrian Dobberstein 
and Brandin Kirk) placed 
seventh in 1:55.11.

RTHS Girls Track

Lady Hubs bow out at IHSA 2A Sterling Sectional
Rochelle athletes finish season with 13th-place performance Thursday night

The Rochelle Lady Hub varsity track and field team concluded its season at the 
IHSA 2A Sterling Sectional on Thursday, finishing 13th out of 14 schools.

(COURTESY PHOTO)

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

STERLING — The 
Rochelle Lady Hub var-
sity track and field team 
concluded the 2023 sea-
son at the IHSA 2A Ster-
ling Sectional on Thurs-
day evening. Rochelle 
finished 13th out of 14 
schools with five points 
in the meet and the team 
did not qualify any ath-
letes for the IHSA State 
Championships.

 Freshman Kyrie Cra-
gin took fifth in the 
300-meter hurdles with 
a time of 52.25 sec-
onds, while junior Kylie 
Smith finished sixth in 
the 400-meter dash with 
a time of 1:03.97 to lead 
the Lady Hubs in the in-
dividual running events 
at the sectional meet. 
Rochelle’s 800-meter re-
lay team (Rylee Jackson, 
Ryelee Bogle, Alex Neece 
and Zoe White) finished 
fifth with a time of 1:54.59 
to lead the Lady Hubs in 
the relay events. 

Rochelle’s 1600-meter 
relay team (Zoe White, 
Kyrie Cragin, Arline Vil-
lanueva and Kylie Smith) 
placed seventh with a time 
of 4:29.03 and Rochelle’s 
400-meter relay team 
(Ryelee Bogle, Rylee 
Jackson, Alex Neece and 
Kylie Smith) took 10th 
with a time of 54.91 
seconds.

“I think we had a re-
ally successful season 
with a really young team 
that we’re looking to de-
velop,” head coach Alison 
Vrana said. “I thought we 
did well at the sectional 
and we’re looking to 
improve next season. I 
think our girls were able 
to see where they stack 
up against other junior 
and senior athletes and 
many of our freshmen and 
sophomores will be able 
to come back next season. 
I think the sectional meet 
was a great learning ex-
perience for them.”

Senior Samantha San-
ford finished 11th in the 
shot put with a heave of 

8.95 meters and senior 
Macy Ramos took 13th 
in the high jump with a 
clearance of 1.38 me-
ters. Junior Kennedy 
Adamski placed 14th 
in the triple jump with 
a distance of 9.15 me-
ters and freshman Rose 
Luxton earned top-15 
finishes in the 800-meter 
run (15th in 2:55.00) and 
the 1600-meter run (14th 
in 6:36.91). Freshman 
Ryelee Bogle finished 
15th in the 100-meter 
dash with a time of 13.75 
and senior Rylee Jackson 
took 15th in the 200-meter 
dash with a time of 29.47.

“Our girls realize that 
they are varsity athletes 
now and they still have 
areas where they can 
improve,” Vrana said. 
“I thought the sectional 
went well and we had a 
lot of personal records. 
We didn’t get any ath-
letes down to state which 
wasn’t how we wanted to 
end our season, but I don’t 
think that means our sea-
son was unsuccessful.”

Storage Sheds

FREE

Sales Rep. Evaluation 

At Your Site

We Deliver!
From Our Lot  
To Your Site

We Specialize in Portable/Quality Built Storage Sheds
        • Stock & Custom Design                  • Competitive Pricing
          • Many Options Available                  • Site Preparation Available

See Displays at 3500 S. Chana Rd. Chana IL 61015 
Call Norm or Albert for Free Literature packet

779.861.3542

Heating & Air Conditioning

Gutters, Roofing & Siding

COMMUNITY BOARD
Need to get the word out about a Need to get the word out about a 

product or service you offer? product or service you offer? 
Give us a call at 815-562-4171. Give us a call at 815-562-4171. 
We can reach over 9,000 homes!We can reach over 9,000 homes!

Concrete

• Residential &  
Commercial Concrete
• Additions

815-561-0099
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

www.brunsconstructioninc.com

Tim & Roger Bruns, Owners
Established 1997

FREE  
ESTIMATES!

Plumbing, Heating 
& Cooling

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling
Water Heaters, Water Softeners, 

Drinking Water Systems, Iron Filters, 
Sewer Rodding & Jetting & More!

621 First Ave., Rochelle 
(815) 562-8784

Since 1976
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Custom Construction

Residential 
&  

Commercial 
Roofing

Shingle 
Roofing, 

Metal  
Roofing & 

Flat Roofing

Custom Construction Systems
customsteelroofing.com

Call & Text 815-871-7835

What 
Service
Do You 
Offer?

Advertise Here
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MARKETPLACE

to advertise any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national 
origin, or intention 
to make any such 
preferences, limitation 
or discrimination. We 
will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate which is 
in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby 
informed that dwellings 
advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity 
basis.

Classified FREE! Sell your household items for free. 
Total value of item must be $200 or less. (15 words 
- one week - 7 publications - price must be listed)

ROCHELLE • HILLCREST • CRESTON • STEWARD • KINGS • ASHTON

BUY OR SELL
Place A Classified Ad 
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LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE
TAKE NOTICE
County of   OGLE                              
Date Premises Sold    
November 4, 2020             
Certificate No.    2019-
00087 
Sold for General Taxes 
of (year) 2019     
Sold for Special Assess-
ment of (Municipality) 
and Special Assess-
ment Number    N/A
Warrant Number   N/A     
Installment Number   
N/A
THIS PROPERTY HAS 
BEEN SOLD FOR DE-
LINQUENT TAXES
Property Located at 121 
South 6th Street, Ro-
chelle, Illinois
Legal Description or 
Property Index No.:  24-
25-127-003
This notice is to advise 
you that the above prop-
erty has been sold for 
delinquent taxes and 
that the period of re-
demption from the sale 
will expire on Septem-
ber 5, 2023.
The amount to redeem 
is subject to increase at 
6 month intervals from 
the date of sale and may 
be further increased if 
the purchaser at the 
tax sale or his assignee 
pays any subsequently 
accruing taxes or spe-
cial assessments to re-
deem the property from 
subsequent forfeitures 
or tax sales.  Check with 
the county clerk as to 
the exact amount you 
owe before redeeming.  
This notice is also to ad-
vise you that a petition 
has been filed for a Tax 
Deed which will trans-
fer title and the right to 
possession of this prop-
erty if redemption is not 
made on or before Sep-
tember 5, 2023.
This matter is set for 
hearing in the Circuit 
Court of Ogle Coun-
ty in Oregon, Illinois 
on October 5, 2023 
at 9:00am with Judge 
Roe via Zoom hearing, 
Meeting Link https://
u s 0 2 w e b . z o o m . u s /
j /84329706072#suc-
cess.
You may be present at 
this hearing but your 
right to redeem will al-
ready have expired at 
that time.
YOU ARE URGED TO 
REDEEM IMMEDIATE-
LY TO PREVENT LOSS 
OF PROPERTY 
Redemption can be 
made at any time on or 
before September 5, 
2023 by applying to the 
County Clerk of Ogle 
County, Illinois at the Of-
fice of the County Clerk 
in Rochelle, IL.
For further information 
contact the County clerk
ADDRESS:  105 South 
5th Street, Suite 104, 
Oregon, IL  61061
TELEPHONE: (815) 
732-1110
P&N PROPERTIES, 
INC.                      
Purchaser or Assignee            
Dated: 4/28/2023
CASE NUMBER: 
2023TX14
Jaime Salazar, City of 
Rochelle, Occupants, 
Ogle County Clerk, 
Claimants, Judgment 
Creditors and Decree 
Creditors, if any of the 
above described as 
“unknown owners” “Un-
known owners or parties 
interested in said land or 
lots”
No. 0509
(May 3, 10 and 17, 
2023)

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS, 

CIRCUIT COURT 
OGLE COUNTY
PUBLICATION 

NOTICE OF COURT 
DATE FOR REQUEST 
OF NAME CHANGE 

(ADULT)
By the Request of Mi-
chele Dianna Perez, 
aka Michelle Deanna 
Perez, Case Number 
2023 MR 17
There will be a court 
date on the request 
of Michele Dianna or 
Deanna Perez to the 
new name of Michele 

June Haskin on June 
21, 2023 at 9 am at 106 
S. 5th Street, Oregon, 
Ogle County, in court-
room #304.
No. 0513
(May 3, 10 and 17, 
2023)

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 

FIFTEENTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT 

OGLE COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS 

IN THE MATTER OF 
THE ESTATE OF 
) 
) 
CHARLES A. BAL-
LARD, Deceased. 
) 
NO. 2023-PR-20

CLAIM NOTICE 
Notice is given of the 
death of CHARLES A. 
BALLARD, of Byron, Il-
linois.  Letters of Office 
were issued on May 10, 
2023, to THOMAS H. 
BALLARD whose ad-
dress is 811 W. 2nd St., 
Byron, IL 61010, and 
COLLEEN PATROSKY, 
whose address is 28659 
Surrey Dr., Sterling, IL 
61081, and whose at-
torneys are Fearer, Nye 
& Chadwick, 420 4th 
Avenue, PO Box 117, 
Rochelle, IL 61068. 
Claims against the Es-
tate may be filed in the 
office of the Circuit Clerk 
of the Court at Ogle 
County Courthouse, Or-
egon, IL 61061, or with 
the representative, or 
both, no later than No-
vember 17, 2023, and 
any claim not filed with-
in that period is barred.  
Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be 
mailed or delivered to 
the representative and 
to the attorney within 10 
days after it has been 
filed.
FEARER, NYE & 
CHADWICK, Attorneys 
for THOMAS H. BAL-
LARD and COLLEEN 
PETROSKY, Co-Ex-
ecutors of the Estate 
of CHARLES A. BAL-
LARD, deceased
No. 0527
(May 17, 24 and 31, 
2023)

NOTICE
STATE OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE CIRCUIT 
COURT OF THE 15TH 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
COUNTY OF OGLE

VILLAGE OF CRES-
TON, a Municipal Cor-
poration, Plaintiff
vs. RUTHANN WICKE, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS, 
NON-RECORD CLAIM-
ANTS, Defendents,
Case No.: 2023 MR 4

PUBLICATION  
NOTICE

The requisite Affidavit for 
Publication having been 
filed, notice is hereby 
given to you, RUTHANN 
WICKE, Defendent, in 
the above-entitled ac-
tion, that this action has 
been commenced in the 
Circuit Court of Ogle 
County by the Plaintiff 
against you praying for 
a Judgement and for 
other relief.
NOW, THEREFORE, 
unless you, RUTHANN 
WICKE, the Defendent, 
file your answer to the 
Complaint in this ac-
tion or otherwise make 
your appearance, in the 
Circuit Court of Ogle 
County, held in the City 
of Oregon, Illinois, on or 
before June 14, 2023 at 
9:00 a.m., default may 
be entered against you 
at any time after that 
day and a Judgement 
entered in accordance 
with the prayer of the 
Complaint.
Dated this 9th day of 
May, 2023.
Kimberly A. Stahl, Cir-
cuit Clerk
Prepared by:
TESS, CRULL & ARN-
QUIST, LLC
Attorneys at Law
PO Box 68
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8754 - phone
(815) 562-3412 - fax
lawyers@tesscrulllaw.
com
050923K
No. 0528
(May 17, 24 and 31, 
2023)

NOTICE

STATE OF ILLINOIS 
IN THE CIRCUIT 

COURT OF THE 15TH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
COUNTY OF OGLE

VILLAGE OF CRES-
TON, a Municipal Cor-
poration, Plaintiff
vs. CHARLES W. MID-
DLETON, UNKNOWN 
OWNERS, NON-RE-
CORD CLAIMANTS, 
Defendents,
Case No.: 2023 MR 5

PUBLICATION  
NOTICE

The requisite Affidavit 
for Publication having 
been filed, notice is 
hereby given to you, 
CHARLES W. MIDDLE-
TON, Defendent, in the 
above-entitled action, 
that this action has been 
commenced in the Cir-
cuit Court of Ogle Coun-
ty by the Plaintiff against 
you praying for a Judge-
ment and for other relief.
NOW, THEREFORE, 
unless you, CHARLES 
W. MIDDLETON, the 
Defendent, file your an-
swer to the Complaint in 
this action or otherwise 
make your appearance, 
in the Circuit Court of 
Ogle County, held in 
the City of Oregon, Illi-
nois, on or before June 
14, 2023 at 9:00 a.m., 
default may be entered 
against you at any time 
after that day and a 
Judgement entered in 
accordance with the 
prayer of the Complaint.
Dated this 9th day of 
May, 2023.
Kimberly A. Stahl, Cir-
cuit Clerk
Prepared by:
TESS, CRULL & ARN-
QUIST, LLC
Attorneys at Law
PO Box 68
Rochelle, IL 61068
(815) 562-8754 - phone
(815) 562-3412 - fax
lawyers@tesscrulllaw.
com
050923K
No. 0529
(May 17, 24 and 31, 
2023)

NOTICE
NOTICE TO BIDDERS 
SEALED BIDS will be 
received by the City of 
Rochelle, Illinois un-
til 10:00 a.m., June 6, 
2023, for the City of Ro-
chelle’s 2023 Sidewalk 
Capital Improvements 
Program, which will con-
sist of the removal and 
replacement of approx-
imately 23,700 square 
feet of sidewalk, 760 
square feet of accessi-
bility ramps, 1,875 linear 
feet of combination con-
crete curb and gutter as 
well as other associated 
work located at various 
locations throughout the 
City of Rochelle. 
Specifications and/or 
plans may be obtained 
at the Office of the City 
Engineer, Engineering 
Department, located at 
1030 S. 7th Street, Ro-
chelle, Illinois. The of-
fice is open by appoint-
ment only by emailing 
cward@rochelleil.us. 
Bidders will be required 
to sign for the specifica-
tions and/or plans be-
fore they are released. 
There is no cost for 
specifications and/or 
plans picked up at the 
Engineering Office. A 
fee of $100.00 will be 
required for any spec-
ifications and/or plans 
that are mailed to pro-
spective Bidders. Bids 
will be mailed USPS 
First Class mail only. All 
bids are to be returned 
to the Office of the City 
Clerk, 420 N. 6th Street, 
Rochelle, IL 61068. 
THE CITY OF RO-
CHELLE PREFERS 
THE SEALED BID BE 
HAND DELIVERED TO 
THE OFFICE OF THE 
CITY CLERK, CITY 
HALL, 420 NORTH 
SIXTH STREET, RO-
CHELLE, ILLINOIS 
BEFORE 10:00 A.M., 
JUNE 6, 2023; HOW-
EVER, BIDS MAY ALSO 
BE MAILED.  ANY BID 
RECEIVED AFTER 
10:00 A.M., JUNE 6, 
2023, WILL BE RE-
TURNED, UNOPENED. 
ALL completed bids 
will be publicly opened 
and read aloud at a bid 
opening at 10:00 a.m., 

June 6, 2023, in the 
Council Chambers at 
City Hall in Rochelle, Il-
linois. 
ANY OBJECTIONS, 
QUESTIONS OR COM-
MENTS on the City’s 
specifications shall be 
submitted in writing on 
or before 1 p.m. June 
1, 2023.  If deemed 
necessary by the City, 
an addendum will be 
distributed to all pro-
spective bidders by 
facsimile transmission 
at least two (2) busi-
ness days prior to the 
bid opening date.  The 
decisions of the City 
shall be final. 
THE CITY OF RO-
CHELLE is an equal 
opportunity employ-
er. All Contracts for 
Construction of Public 
Works are subject to 
the Illinois Prevailing 
Wage Act (820 ILCS 
130/1-12). 
A CONTRACT may be 
awarded to the low-
est responsible bidder 
whose bid is found to 
be in the best interest 
of the City of Rochelle.  
The City of Rochelle 
reserves the right to 
reject any and all bids 
and to waive any infor-
malities or irregularities 
in the bidding.  The City 
further reserves the right 
to review and study any 
and all bids and to make 
a contract award within 
forty-five (45) days af-
ter the bids have been 
opened. 
A Hold Harmless Agree-
ment and a Non-Collu-
sion Affidavit of Compli-
ance must be submitted 
with the bid. The City of 
Rochelle does not dis-
criminate on the basis 
of handicapped status 
in the admission or ac-
cess to, or treatment or 
employment in, its pro-
grams or activities. 
Each BID must be ac-
companied by a BID 
BOND payable to the 
CITY OF ROCHELLE 
in the amount of Seven 
Thousand Five Hundred 
Dollars ($7,500.00).  
The City of Rochelle 
will decide within 45 
days if it intends to pro-
ceed with the project 
and award the contract.  
Written Notice of Award 
and instructions for the 
execution of the Agree-
ment will be issued to 
the Selected Bidder.  
The BID BOND of all 
BIDDERS will be re-
tained until the agree-
ment has been execut-
ed and approved, after 
which all BID BONDS 
will be returned. A cer-
tified cashier’s check 
may be used in lieu of a 
BID BOND. 
A Performance Sure-
ty will be required as 
specified in the contract 
documents and specifi-
cations. 
No. 0532
(May 17 and 21, 2023)

101  101  
LEGAL NOTICELEGAL NOTICE

This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.

105 105 
BUSINESS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.”

113  113  
FINANCIALFINANCIAL

NOTICE Advance Fee 
Loans or Credit Offers 
Companies that do 
business by phone 
can’t ask you to pay for 
credit before you get it. 
For more information, 
call toll-free 1-877-FTC-
HELP. A public service 
message from your 

hometown newspaper 
and the Federal Trade 
Commission.

119  119  
ANNOUNCEMENTSANNOUNCEMENTS

“This publication does 
not knowingly accept 
fraudulent or deceptive 
advertising. Readers are 
cautioned to thoroughly 
investigate all ads, 
especially those asking 
for money in advance.” 

127  127  
SERVICES AND SERVICES AND 
REPAIRSREPAIRS

FURMAN’S Lawn 
Care and Tree Work. 
Mowing, bushes, 
spring clean up, 
weeding and much 
more. Call Jeremy 
Furman 815-761-
9619. Please leave a 
message will return call 
ASAP. Fully insured, in 
business since 1999. 
Servicing Rochelle and 
surrounding areas.

CUSTOM Construction 
Systems. Residential/
Commercial Roofing. 
Shingles/Metal/Flat. 
815-871-7835. (05-24-
23)

201 201 
DOMESTIC/CHILD DOMESTIC/CHILD 
CARECARE

NO INDIVIDUAL, unless 
licensed or holding a 
permit as a childcare 
facility, may cause 
to be published any 
advertisement soliciting 
a child care service. A 
childcare facility that is 
licensed or operating 
under a permit issued by 
the Illinois Department 
of Children and Family 
Services may publish 
advertisements of the 
services for which it is 
specifically licensed or 
issued a permit. Your 
Hometown Newspaper 
strongly urges any 
parent or guardian to 
verify the validity of the 
license of any facility 
before placing a child in 
its care.

301  301  
ANTIQUESANTIQUES

WANTED TO BUY: 
Vintage Metal and Wood 
Signs, Milk Bottles & 
Local Advertising, Oak 
Icebox, Iron Door Stop 
and Antique Lighting… 
Call Dick Harms at 
815-562-2928 or email 
dickharms@hotmail.
com

ANTIQUES WANTED: 
I pay cash for antiques; 
furniture, glassware, 
pottery & crocks, tin & 
iron toys, sterling silver, 
decoys. If it’s antique, 
I’m interested in looking! 
Call 815-562-2928 or 
email dickharms@
hotmail.com

3075 3075 
GARAGE SALEGARAGE SALE

GARAGE SALE. 
1120 Pickwick Drive, 
Rochelle. Thursday, 
5/18 8am - 5pm, 
Friday, 5/19 8am-1pm. 
Housewares, clothing, 
books, bike and other 
miscellaneous. (05-17-
23)

307  307  
MISCELLANEOUS MISCELLANEOUS 
FOR SALEFOR SALE

BUNDLED Newspaper 
-$3 per Bundle. End 
Roll- Cost Depends on 
Weight of Roll. Available 
Monday-Friday 815-
562-4171 (8AM-NOON 
ONLY) Rochelle News 
Leader.  

405  405  
HOUSES FOR SALEHOUSES FOR SALE

ALL REAL ESTATE 
advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal 

307 307 
MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALEMISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

NEW MILFORD 
REFRIGERATION

6331 11th Street, Rockford
815-262-3900

We also carry a 
large selection 
of refurbished 

appliances with a 
warranty.

NEW, USED  
SCRATCH & DENT

• Refrigerators • Freezers 
• Washers/Dryers • Stoves

04092023

Malta Community 
Garage Sales 

Saturday, May 20, 2023 
8 a.m. to ? 

Over 40 Sales! 
(Some sales are Friday  

and Sunday too!) 

Something for 
everyone! 

Come enjoy a day 
in Malta!

05172023

305 305 
GARAGE SALESGARAGE SALES

501 501 
APARTMENTS FOR RENTAPARTMENTS FOR RENT

Part-time position is 
available for a graphic 

artist in our Creative Dept.

Experience with Adobe Programs:
Photoshop, Illustrator, Acrobat 

and InDesign is a plus.

If you are interested in joining our
Creative Team, please submit resume

along with samples to:

To Your Next
Career Move ...

Rochelle News-Leader
Attn: Mike Feltes, PO Box 46

 Rochelle, IL 61068
or email: 

mfeltes@oglecountylife.com EOE

203 203 
HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED
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SPORTS
RTHS Boys Track

Hubs finish eighth at Interstate 8 Championships
Mickley earns All-Conference in discus during conference meet on Thursday

TENNIS: Rochelle wins first conference tournament in 74 years
From page 1

“I think Nolan and I’s 
friendship outside of tennis 
has helped us a lot. We’re 
all really close and we 
support each other. Stay-
ing positive always helps 

us find ways to win. We’re 
feeling pretty confident 
and everybody’s hitting 
the ball well and having a 
good time.”

Senior Paul Swartz and 
freshman Mark Green fin-
ished second in the No. 3 

doubles bracket with a 2-1 
record, reaching the final 
round after notching a 6-1, 
6-2 win over Kaneland’s 
Alan Tapia and Lucas 
Johnson as well as a 6-2, 
6-4 win over Sycamore’s 
Joe Cullota and Jacob 

Plagakis. Chavez went 
2-1 over three matches to 
take third at No. 2 singles, 
opening the tournament 
with a 6-0, 6-4 win against 
Kaneland’s A.J. Faruga 
prior to his three-set win 
against Regan Ni.

Junior Parker Lenkaitis 
placed fifth in the No. 1 
singles bracket, dropping 
two matches but finishing 
the tournament strong with 
a 6-3, 6-7(6), 10-6 victory 
against Kaneland’s Matt 
Managus. The Hubs (12-6, 

1-4 Interstate 8) will host 
the IHSA 1A Rochelle 
Sectional, which begins 
on the afternoon of Friday, 
May 19 before concluding 
on Saturday, May 20 at 
Rochelle Township High 
School.

BY RUSSELL HODGES
SPORTS EDITOR

ROCHELLE — The 
Rochelle Hub track and 
field team traveled to the 
LaSalle-Peru Sports Com-
plex for the Interstate 8 Con-
ference Championships on 
Thursday. The varsity team 
finished eighth with eight 
points and the fresh-soph 
team took fifth with 65.33 
points in the meet.

Varsity
Junior Landon Mickley 

earned All-Conference 
honors in the discus, taking 
third with a personal-record 
throw of 41.14 meters. 
Sophomore Kenny Overton 
received an All-Conference 
Honorable Mention in the 
pole vault, finishing sixth 
with a clearance of 9 feet 
6 inches. Junior Carlos 
Tomas placed eighth in 
the shot put with a heave 
of 11.28 meters and junior 
Nathan Sergeant finished 
ninth in the triple jump with 
a personal-record distance 
of 11.92 meters.

Junior Luis Hernan-
dez finished ninth in the 
1600-meter run with a time 
of 5:24.93 and earned an 
All-Conference Honorable 
Mention in the 3200-meter 
run, taking sixth with a time 

of 11:45.41. Junior Irving 
Escalante took ninth in the 
100-meter dash with a time 
of 11.98 seconds and junior 
Abel Huerta placed ninth 
in the 800-meter run with 
a time of 2:29.21. Junior 
Bruno Fernandez finished 
10th in the 400-meter dash 
with a time of 56.76 seconds 
and senior Ethan Bergeson 
finished 10th in the 110-me-
ter hurdles with a time of 
18.46 seconds.

Rochelle’s 400-meter re-
lay team (Irving Escalante, 
Landon DeLille, Bruno 
Fernandez and Nathan 
Sergeant) and 1600-meter 
relay team (Nolan Johnson, 
Nathan Sergeant, Bruno 
Fernandez and Chris Hick-
ey) each took seventh with 
respective times of 48.12 
seconds and 4:00.32. Ser-
geant finished 14th in the 
long jump with a distance 
of 5.62 meters.

Fresh/Soph
Freshman Caden Good-

win won the triple jump 
with a distance of 11.73 
meters and sophomore 
Colton Czekala took third 
in the shot put with a mark 
of 11.72 meters. Freshman 
Wyatt Worthington finished 
third in the pole vault with 
a clearance of 9 feet 6 
inches and freshman Jorge 

Martinez finished fifth in the 
high jump with a clearance 
of 5 feet. Sophomore Jack 
Tarvestad placed seventh in 
the discus throw with a mark 
of 31.61 meters.

Worthington took third 
in the 110-meter hurdles 
with a time of 18.05 seconds 
and third in the 300-meter 
hurdles with a time of 46.25 
seconds. Freshman Declan 

McGee finished second in 
the 3200-meter run with 
a time of 11:24.74 and 
seventh in the 1600-meter 
run with a time of 5:32.32. 
Freshman Elijah Mayen 
took fifth in the 400-meter 
dash with a time of 58.91 
seconds.

Sophomore Jackson 
Smith placed 10th in the 
100-meter dash with a 

time of 12.19 seconds and 
sophomore Virgil O’Dell 
took ninth in the 200-meter 
dash with a time of 25.57 
seconds. Freshman Johnny 
Morales finished eighth in 
the 800-meter run with a 
time of 2:42.15. Rochelle’s 
400-meter relay team (Ca-
den Goodwin, Jackson 
Smith, Virgil O’Dell and 
Reece Harris) took third 

with a time of 47.52 sec-
onds. Rochelle’s 800-meter 
relay team (Caden Good-
win, Jackson Smith, Virgil 
O’Dell and Reece Harris) 
and 1600-meter relay team 
(Caden Goodwin, Jackson 
Smith, Elijah Mayen and 
Wyatt Worthington) each 
finished fourth with respec-
tive times of 1:40.80 and 
3:57.32.

Junior Landon Mickley took third in the discus throw to earn All-Conference honors during the Interstate 8 
Conference Championships on Thursday evening.

(PHOTO BY MARCY DELILLE)
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Act by June 30, 2023 for this special subscription offer. 

Get a FREE Gas Card when you renew 
or start a News-Leader Subscription!

Clip the form below and mail it in with your check, or stop in our office 
to pay in person, or call in and pay with credit card over the phone.

Name: _____________________________________

Address: ___________________________________

City:  ________  State:  ____Zip:  ________________

Telephone:  _________________________________

Email:  _____________________________________
Offer valid for both new starts and renewals.  
Offer expires on Wednesday, June 30, 2023

$12 9
for 52 Weeks 

($10 Discount)

P.O. Box 46 - 211 Hwy. 38 East 
 Rochelle, IL 61068

815-561-2112

Plus

RNLSUBAD

...Get a Gas Gift Card 
from Clark gas station
Random amounts 

ranging from $5 to $20

1180 N. 7TH STREET • ROCHELLE

Gift Card

$5 to $20 denominations


